








Dedicated

el
T @2{7# /ﬁyé;r{?}//ﬁfa'—c

The ¢fficers and men of the Infantry, who.? foresi
and deterpination’ resulted in the es ishment /of The
an institation providing est9ﬁ%1a1 military
educatign for 6fficers men of the largest arm of The
United/States’ Army.




PREFACE
CHAPTER I
II

A

VI
VII
VIII

XI
XII
XIII

XIV

CONTENTS

 The Site of Fort Benning

The Early Development of Infantry Training in
the United States

The School of Musketry at The Presidio of
Monterey, California

The School of Musketry and The Infantry
School of Arms at Fort Sill, Oklahoma

The First Establishment of Camp Benning,
1918-1919

Early Construction and Land Acquisition
Early Living Conditions at The Infantry School

Early Development of The Infantry School,
1919-1922

The Seéond Period of Construction, 1923-1925
Curriculum Changes, 1926-1930
The Infantry School, 1930-1932
The Third Period of Construction; 1933-1939
The Last Troubled Years of Peace, 1939-1941

Three Years of War, 1942-1944

Page
11

16

25

34

59
70

84
106
124
139
153
173
208 2/0



CONTENTS (continued)
ANNEXES
(These Annexes found only in History of the Infantry School by

- U8, Infantry School Gen wSam )g U 423 .U 2 (1944) rare bo%ELd?ici

Comdts F?co 2 ept, heods are 7nC
Cfu #“53 Bl e Jbim& 2,

Evolution of Officers' Basic COUPBEs.sssessssscessssscssssasasosans {2&9)
Development of Infantry Antiaircraft MethodSesssssessssssssssessses (245)
Tests of Semiautomatic RifleSB.sseesessvessssesessscssscsnssnssascss (25i)
Development of 1/4 ton, 4 x 4 TuaKs o bivnessnisnseniossivsnvalinin (RS
Development of the Goncept of Open Warfar@sessesssssssssssssessssns (2&&)
Commandants Iést B sesssirnstisnosnuiinsisnnesinbnynnessnniosisel (HBB)
Assistant Gomméndanta, 148t Ofessessecsasisnssencoansesvennsnsnnsss (239)

Section Chiefs, 1iBt of l.c-DtOGICOOOl.OlIIQQlC..Ol.lo.o"iolt.ll!t (290)

Hilla, liB'b 0f1 ahd for whom NamMed sesssessssnsnscsssnsscnssssassns ‘293)

Oreeks, list oﬁ, aud for whom named................................ (309)
Trails, list of& and for what Named ces:sscshtssssssavsosrassesnens AI01)
Ridges, list ofg and £or Whom NEMO cocdersoshrossrsarasesinssesine LIR)
Roads, list of, bnd3£br whom or what namedecscsssssisvesnssnesarsee (316)

" Streets ﬁhd lA__VQm.'. 1list of, and for whom named cessesescssccnscrne (32‘)

INDEX (following pege i=-¢c ) secccc0sessssosessssesssscssesss L thru X
N

A7

!A ) ad | { \ % ;"'; ;\ / .f‘l | [ I { L
; f | i‘\ Sk / 7
A+ ‘\ ! & 0 /
U AR 5. i Y [
§ 53 \\:f’\“( Dy ERY : C ,.i ] P
33" \ 1 i-a ;
i 1o

it /’ R "- A o e ; __ MG HEA /7 e 1/ ’!", //l/
i i {- W) Ve 3 b btk !~ oy (PO O 2 4 e
e | ; 7, Z <y L4 / \

|
|
el



ILLUSTRATIONS

(These illustrations are found ONLY in the two-volume History
of the Infantry Schoole..... U 423 .T 45 pU )

Frontispiece ~"Infantry School® reproduced from Reproduction Plani mural.
Map -~ Early Spe.nish explorations in CeOTEle ssevssessvsnssscssssrcnaceccs 2
Hap - Indian Land Cessions in Georgia, 1733“1835 sssasaPsaOROBIREREEEIR S 11
Sketech of early Columbuge in 1827 cecocesvsvcvsassossscssvecsnsnnasssovene i3
]‘hp - Railroads in Georgi'a 1860 essaaBsNEEERTEEREROERRORRRRRRIRRIRRIRED 14
Baron von SLOUDOI Lsionesnsssshtapsassatssstebonsasvntsrsitisesiessassis 17
Edmund Pendleton Galnes ..ovsonessesesssassissnssssnrstsnnsssesascennite 20
manet Dﬁll, 1852 L ARG EAS S EEACS TN SR FIER SO ISR ERE R RS RR0 eI 21
lhcﬂrthur. General Arthur et epoewaerrs T T ST R I T ET LA A RE R RS S R ARt 25
Class &t Sechool of Muskatry 1909 cessSREPRNEERERGEIBOINBERIERIENRORIIIES 31
Ft. 8il1, Okla (01d) RSN EASNANE TS EER RSN EEIERIVENRENEARERIRIRNOINS 35
Infantry Sechool Heqdquarters, Fi Sill, lea, 1913-17 ssssasasansanense 38
Barrescks of Infantry School Troops, Ft 8111, Okle .osesvsscscsscssscrscs 41 ‘»\
Eames, Col. Henry E., Comdt, Inf Sch sessseccscssscsccncencesessnccinss 50 !
Section of "7-day wonder” (temporary bldgs at 0ld camp Benning)eseesss 53 J
Bo‘nning, General oo-gou-onoabcuooo--nt.oo-o-oooo--o;-o..---oono-c----_oa 54 1
-CamPBenning:‘Ln1919r.......-.u......--......n........-..........-... 62 ‘
Wooden barracks partially completed cSse B EEBEEERRENRRRERRNSRNONRRERISS 67 !
Qfficers Quartars - u&iuaw Gamp" e T T R R Y R E AR KR R R R RS A 73 /
A Mpa!‘ntively emall Aiteh cocsesvocsesssesesosesecsssaresenccainsniie T4

0ld Post Office e G R D T R i T R RO R B R LR it Al St 78 ‘
Commandant's Home ooo--01lnc-natoncoo-o------c-oa---oooc--oo--ooo-ntio- 80 |
Gorden, Walter H., Br:lg Gen, Comalt sesvssossssscssscnssrvnsssosesnssnesse 85 l
Officers designed such houses as these, then buldt & lived in thems.... 94 1
Service C]-ub; 1921 D.!D!.OOi.t..o.i.l.l.l".0.....l!t'......;.tt..’.ll. 95 ’
Biglmille Mess co-oo.oo-onooc--na-oatooo-qo-ocn--oo----.a.--ooo-oc-oa % |
Disappearing Bridge onoo-coooontontootostncnoaoqnctuqco-ot--.-otloccono 104 ‘
A Slightr haggaration (29t¢h Inf reoruiting poster) sesseasssassasOERES 102

The 014 & New Stood Side by Side (01(1 & new quar‘ters]) saaseassasneRReey 110
Calculator's Monument CsescEReeReetROEssacsRRRERRRERERIRISRRORARRNNENAS 112
!hp-Gen'ernl Wells' Flan for Fort Bann.ing ---onau--.c-o--cun-‘o:oo-i;ool 114 |
The Gymsj-um. 1927 o-n-o-o-ooooo.oo--couooot----o.o.--ooon-.,.co--o--a- 116 Pl
Dou.ghboy StadiUM sussesesnissvsocssrssesnsssnussspessesssrseapnnettend 117 j
Gowdy Field&Doughboy Ctadium seescssssassrsssssosscscssssnssssnccccess 118 |
The Old}iain'fheatre (1925) esssesssasssssseessssessessRessnesbonsncs 119 q
The FPost H‘mt Hounds occ-too-oc-nooon-o-o-o:l-onnl!tonnnttcoob&-n----on 120

The ”TI‘OOP Train' 1935 o---oo--oco-oco.o|oooncq-ooou-cooooucoqﬁgoooooon 121 ’
The Infentry School 1925 showing 29th Inf Barracks partislly completed. 122
Collins, Brig Gen Edgar %5 Comdt Mar 1926"&@' 1929 .escesncscsnensesose 128
mshall' Georgﬂ c’ It CO]., Asst Condt Nov 1927-June 1932 ooo-od\vi‘\no-on 129

Ki.ng. Bri.g Gen Campbell, Comdt Mﬁy 1929% 1933 lltto.io-.oo-.."-.olﬁOllc 133

Chart - Orgn infantry battalion .-o-o.o-..oo-o-noot-ooo-toclotoo“qcs\}coc 137

The Main Entrance (to Ft Benning Reservation) oo.-ooo‘otoo..oto-tpo;hfuo 139

New Officers Quarters, Block 15' 1931 cooc-.ooo-oaocooooolnoootno:@--o“-po w

New NCO Cuarters uu-ctnnatocnotonlooobcooo-oloo--oooonuoo.-ootoo-c‘b_o.;g ﬁ

chudren's SehOOI. .l...‘..i....‘..'.'l...-.'...O.Il‘.ﬂlli...l......\f..'
i-b N |




N _ ILLUSTRATIONS (Continued) \ following
£ | T rage

L

N
N
ot

Pl&nea‘ht‘ Lawson F“‘ 1d 1933 --n-.cto---ll.oonnuo--nobc.:;aunouoaanooo--o--- 147
Estes, Brig Gen Ge:%fa H, Comdt Sep 1933-Sep 193’6 e R R 155
&l Charles \Asst Comdt Aug 32 « Jul 36--toolo:’i_nocsll---cnuﬁouno. 156
_'ﬁ.-cers{ Quarters in Block 12 sesesssvcescssesnsssosssssssssscanses 157
Fort ‘.~ ‘:g, 1933 ;.oo;\looso-o---nlnonuo-u-b-i--o&oc.orouoso---oo----oooou 158
&in Pﬂst'mﬂl ..'{.I..'.......‘.".....'...'.........'.....'....'.."‘..-.. 159
Infan Sehool Bilﬂding&()fficers Club savsvsvasaasssnssessonsnssnonssss 160
Infan Xy gGhOOl Buil@ing (front VlB’W) S A E N0 HB IO EEEEERBEBNEORERNIREODTD 161
The Néwkﬁin .Theﬂ.‘tr..";-cooo--.o---noat-o.tot--ounaooot-lcouosno.t-otouo---s 162
New 01{1‘1@51’5 Apar'tmeﬂts 1935 E I EF I ST P A S E S NI BB E P ES RO ANIO RSOOSR R BB NE 163
Russ ,&wm;’.ng Fool l93§ R R RN R R R R R R R N R R R R N R ] 164
The 29ﬁ;§hfantry Barré#kﬂ 1935 (entr&nce) PSS EsEB BT AE SRR NOAIORRROIDNOROEPED 167
Easter Sunrise Service, Csmpbell King Horseshow Bowl, 1936 .ecevcessscescs 168
Singlntém,Brig Gen Asa L, Comdt Oect 1936-4&113 1940 FSeseBassEBOBERIOUBEECED 170
Thompsen, Col Charles F., Asst Comdt Feb 1927=June 1938 ...civessnveensses 171
New Iﬁfm&ry Drill DeVelcped b}" the 29th Infantr}' vesoeessasseRbREsOBERORS 174
The D@'ﬂghb@y, X940 casnvassnvasansssnsstsasnentssensesnssnddTsskssiesaine 176
¥y l] Post‘ 1940 (aeri&l pho‘to) S0P EE IS C 0RO EELABIERERIBECIdINIEREEDED 179
q,’ 4th DﬁViSion. Ha.rmony Church .ocevessessser sssvsscsvcsvassnansssnsnciss 186
Hodges, Maj Gen, Asst Comdt July 38=Oct 40; Comdt Oet 4O0-Mar 4d..ecevesess 198
Bradley, Bmig Gen Omar H, Comdt Mar 4le=Feb 42 cissssssncsscsssvsnncascssns 200
ﬂ)heﬁaraehu‘te TOWETS svssssssssssessssssssnssssssssasensessssssnesassasane 201
g -mson, Lt c@l Williem H, Asst Comdt June l941-00t 194.1 sesess0esdon O 202
£ tpTraining S PEPRE P T FOEODEODRER IO PN EEOREREIITOERENEERENTEEROOODOOROSOE 203
A.River Crossing Expedien‘t 1080800 P0E NP EOR0EEBIENEIRBERRREREEDEIOUIEY 204
ﬂtt@.@k on a Vﬂlﬂge P I PE R ISR PPN BODEERBROTERONBEBNEOEOEBERIRTEOERERBOETEIRS 205
F:l.eld Engineeri.ng (Sm&ll log bridge) T R T R N S R R 206
B?I'-vmc T T T N R 207
Amaﬂ, M&j Gen Leven C.’ Comit Feb 1942"38]) 1943 St esRENEBEORBNBCEEERR RS 208
57m Bntitank Gun Practice .ceescissnsessvscsssnsasssssssnanscnssasnsaces 211
Blogk Master Schedule = four classes for one Week ssesssssesssescsoccscsnsss 212
Ter&'ﬂiﬂ & Tro@p Control Cards for Preblem 1.39 CHELIEIBETEEBBIOREEERBOBOEYE 213
Weeka‘;\ABrig Gen George Hc, Asst Comdt Mer }-91&2‘- teesss Yt BOEEAGEBEREDDEB RO 214
M-l mm Practice on the Known-Distance Range scscescssssnssonsssssnscves 215
BAR erﬂ@ﬁce on the Known-Distance R&nge L T R T e S Y 217
myoqet‘:?raetice O R L T e N O R 218
Amﬂtion‘&pph ‘....."l‘......"..‘.'......'.-.‘.....‘....'.‘..‘.‘..... mo
Antiaircraft Practice .cosesssconnsonsesnasaissssossasonsnctsssssbnssstiis 221
lOﬁ-m HOWitzer Prﬂﬁtviog S E PP TR D OOV DO TEITE ORI BTO RN YRR T YOS EEEES me 222
”'mmtit&nkeun Praotiee T R R e T T N R RN N 223
Training_ in /ntitank Mine Removal sseesssassssescsossovscvscvsvnncacossons 225
Prao‘bica' on the Obstacle COUrSe sssssssssssssstsssssssssssissnssansssinsss 227
Pemohstration of Infantry—'l‘ank 000per‘at'ion Saduin b PR AL S S S B e v, R
Clesses at a Demonstration of the Battalion in Attack seeesscovseasvecsese 230
Demonstration of the Activities at a Battalion Add Station ....eeeveveeves 231
Bonesteel, Mﬂj Gen Ch&.rleﬂ Hu, Comdt Sep l?ﬁ—;fnly 1944 GeUesREesRBEOPEe R 232
clﬂ.seﬂ at an Alr-Ground D@mnstr&tie‘;ﬂlpoaanoon--o-ano-ail;c-n(‘nnt-00-00o. 233
HalkBI', H&j Cen FrEd Il, Comt Julyl‘;.\u..- PrSr I E SIS EPEOREERNERBRBEEEREEES 234

A\

1-'-05



INDEX to HISTORY OF THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

\cademic Department, SEE Infentry School
Aoademic ﬁagiment (SEE alego Infﬁntry Sehool Betachmnt)-..-.-u...--.
!cquisition of l&nd, 1940-0-.|bllltl..l‘.ll‘ll.'tll..l..!l..&tt.o.o..

Airfield, 1931-..--&&-.--tot-auonoooo--ton.no-oooo-.-olooo'--otono-oo

Alebama area added, 1941-----oucon-a-o...-..-.a;-otn..-ooo-c-oo.o¢.-b

page

215, 237
194

145
194198

Allen, leven C, Brig GBNesevasssssssesstssssnssntssspnobisrssansacn 208§1i1103 232

Army Air Forces, Orge;nized 1942 ssessessscssescinvessnssncssnbenntione
Army Ground Forces organined 1942 008158008 cacessssnssrsnsnssssnnone
Army, size of 1920-1936: p, 163; 1939: p. 177; 1940: page 193

Army Specialized Training Frogram Basic Tng Center TIE, 25 May 43....
Am Specialized Training Center transf. to Bim-inghﬂn--o.o.oouoO.ooo
Athletic Asen, Ft Berning, 1924 cvenssasscscsscsccsvsnnsssnssosncences
hutomotive Section, SEE Infantry School=Orgn-iuto Sec

Balloon units & OOl e s 0006008 eststssesssitossesnsotsssssttorsnesasote
Barracks, Sp Units & 83d Fhucevvansoscsssosnsnssssnsescossssnconssncess
Bﬂ.ﬂackﬁg new constructionesssssssssscssscsvosn covrsscsrsssssssntanse
mrﬂm, 29"&1 Iniantry, begun Feb 1925-......u.u..-uuuu....-..
BENNING, General Henry Lewis (cemp nemed for, flag raising ceremonies)
Biglervi]le M BB esestseestst st sunsnssssesstoninesstssesnsnsttsrcentes
Bjomst&d’ Brig Gen Alfred, left Feb 16, 1925 cesssssensscnsesnssnvne
mest“l, Chas. Ha’ &J Gens Comdt P 232; leaves Pe m

Bradley, Omar N., Brig GeNissssssnsnnsssssosnssnsrnssnossnsssantncansns
Bridge, Betjmnooooautoco-oo--to--otoot-o-ooo-noocso-.ooo---oo'oonoo
Bridges across Upatﬂi in 1923 & 1924cescsosssvsssnscsssscnssncncnnass
Bus 531"'10.’ co:-'lmhlﬂ/ﬁ Bmgoloutooootoooooccoooooonoooo--.to-o-o
Bussey home, Commandant's qmm.ooot-ibo-oncooooo-o.oonooocc'oooo-o

mm&mncooonncou;--oo..ouoaoooo-oo-o--ooooooloocoobc-oo.oo-.o----
Cagista bumedoooonlo-colon-too-n--oo.-o-o.cuo-ocoss--o-ooooo-oo--ooa

214

219
233
16

93, 146
153
157
123

54
9%
110

201, 207
159
112
98
73

112
6

COVOtE . v s ssssssssssstssssssessssssessastsssstessssnsancansssnttostens 3, 53 6, 8

mﬂp‘l’ POStccsacsssnscasssssnsssssscacssresssnssssssrncssssetonrcses

Chattahoochee River, meaning Of Wordecsssecesssosnsscssncessncanseneve

3

Ghﬂdm‘ﬂ SchoOl essccssssesscsssnsnsscscrnessnsscnnstrsssacesenncnns 78, w

Civilian Conservation Corpss p. 153. Instructors sent on CCC duty p.
GGG, mumber, ElCensscessasssnntsssscsssssessonsnssssasssssscsancsscne
Cocheu, Col Frank S ceeesscsssssssssssscsescsnassassrssssssassnnncnns
00111113’ General Edgar B ecssssssessssssssssnenescsscsonstassonsacncns
Columbus, Ga., early historyseccscscecssccscssscssensssrascscnccansnnce
Golumbuu/Ft. Benning relationSesenssscscsessssncscnvstsesvesssnncences
Combat team, reinforced.esssssssssnscssvsssnassssscssscsspssssscnnsnnas
Command of Ft Benning, policy regarding..............-..-u.........u
Commandant , authority Of sesesseassssssssssssenscsssnsssvesssnnsvocvacs
Commendants: Col. Eames first at B@ﬂnins.ooo-o.ooo-oco-.on.ooooottoooo
Commandants guarters (Busﬂey hm)onooo-oonao-onooooooooo.oouoot..-no-
*cﬂ“ﬁ P EEEEEEIE NSO B ARSI IREIRREEeIURIERIRRRTIRRNIRRAS
Oroft, Gen’ visits pOBtovooooo-ooaoco--ooo'nuolaa--to-o-o.cotoco-o--
CUBSEtOBcessssesssssscnsssnesssssassscaccencnsssscsisssssscnnststoones

Cn &Qeﬁ.?On&-eﬂc (A Q‘Q\LRS%S S

154
200
110, 128
128
14
105
190
207
83
62
72

3

155, 162
3

109




Demonstration troOpPSBsssssccssssssccecsocessnnsncsossssscosssnsenssescss
Demonstration troops (incl. 34 Tk Bn, Co D 7 Engrs, 32d Balloon Ca)esun
Demonstration Troops, SEE also Student Training Regimentossveessssncvce
Demonstration TrOOW| 3d & Ibth Inf l‘eplace 176th & mth Infeseenssncee
Department of Experimsnt.............--..oac..-..-..-.......-..o...-..o
d‘SQtQ’ travels in Georgia.....-.-.-.......oc--...o.--......-.-..-.....
Division reorganization (square to triangular)...............u.........
Draftees return to civil life Sap 1941l .0sscsssessnscnsnsnssscsnssssscee

SE.288ss

Drill regulationBesesssesscvsosenasssnnsscossnsosssessncnscnconsecscnoe 20, 22

Drill regulations, newv, effective 1 Sep 1939-¢olIt.ouoo.o.ult.loou--t-o

Esmes, Capt, AC Ft Sill: page 36, First Comdt Inf Sch, p. 62
Efficiency raporta, studentesecoesssssssncossssvssssssnsssnssvssnsssvesne

174

108

Estes, Brig Gen Geo H., Commandant, TISecvscovvsscssossssssssssccossans 155’ 170

Fhrnauorth, Maj Gen Charles &, Comdt 22 Apr 1919ssescassnnsnvesonssves
Federal Roed established 1811.0:0.0..!:..to--oonon-ootontco-ooo-oooono
Ford, George E, plan of Benningocoocoo-o--o|qoto-oooooot0tooaooooooo-n
Fbreign officers instructors at Ft Sill.ccsesscsscssacnasonsnsssnsssne
Foreign students, TIS, French Officers Course, Apr 1943.ccsvecccsccans
Fbreign Stua‘nts’ TIS. Bragilian & Frenth.ccicovosscsonsssnsssasansssss
H
Hiﬁtory Of B81t@ccesscnccnsosencnscsssrsssssscensssnnsscsssscsssnnss

. 69
12
123
41
219
234

1

Former ownerd of 18D8. ssesssessscassrssetn ssstassussanssssusnasaise 13’ 15
Reagons for selection Of Blt@scssevsoccsssesssnsssnssssnnsssnas 46’ 55’ 56

: Acquisition of lﬂndgofor nevw cﬂmp Benning..-.-...--.........-.---.-...
First arrive at Banning, 6 Oct 1918..0-:.0..:00--000-0ooton-ot-
Benni after Armistice 1918;..-.o-oo-iootncu-olon---olo‘ooabo
Personnel ordered to move to new Benning June 17, 1919.cscesscsssccsse
FORT Bﬁnnins’ new title’ 8 Feb 1922:ccscsscvosccccssnsscsssssssssssons
Cost of Fort Benning...-.--......-.¢-.o--..-.o.............-.. 60’ 65,
Size Ft.Benning, May 1921...p. 68. Enlargement, 1940....0000c00cves
Construction, early-u.'..lt...!o.i.t....Ootttonooo.to-..ouotct....llt-
Construction plaﬂ in 1921 under new pOIicyoolo.oooooou-oo.oon.o.oooo-
Construction 1922, 1923, 1925 PN E S EICUNS TSR EE IO EROREROERERBORSIEDD
Construction officers quarters, reason for style architecture,.1922..
%mtmction 1923.......".........I..................'...............
Construction 1924: Officers Qtrs, Werehouse, Shops, Target ranges,

Barraoks Btc-vJQoq-uooooao0.0.:..--.--oo-oanooouno-osooo--o---c--
Construction 1925: Barracks, Hospitalseessesssssccsccsscsscsnsasnsese
Congtruction 1930-....-ocu-onlqoa--t-ooo-.o-oc-n-oocuouo..oan..onco-l
Construetion 1931-.QQOOIQ!O.......QO.!t.Ilit....lQ.ib!.l........l.lll
Gonstruction, 3d periodl 1933“l93900000000n0-oo.oooocoooo-ocloooo--ls
Construction 1939t FA barracks #7, Bakers & cooks sch; detention

barracks; fire station; warehouses; water tank.ssecsessssscessncss
Construction, 19403 pﬂfing’ cantonment®..ecsvsesesssssssssnssssscsnns
mnatmction' 1939”19&.....".........'....'.......l..‘.............
Fort mtehm."...................‘.........‘..'..II..‘.....'..‘.‘.'...
Fredendall, Maj Gen Lloyd R, post commanders.ssscecsssessscsssesces 199,
Fulton, Col. Walter S, post commander.sessceesssssassssevsssessesces 214y
thun, Gen, Chief of Infantry, vielt 193).cecescsccnscnsssscccsnsassnene

'_" PU{L NC.& d %qa r‘}‘evs

-4

I

59
54
62

70
104
68
p. 193
59549
100
104-106
110
112

113
123
132
142
153

179
184
198

12
207
232
Ltk

ﬁf{
i

i}/‘




Gaines, }hj Gen Edmund Focessssssvocsonssocssscsonsssssessncsssosssssssosns
Gord@n' Walter H.’ Commandantescscosssnsnsssnesssssssssnnssrssssessnsssses
GOde FlelAeesensosoncscsssssesnesstusnsbscsstiasesssssdstssdvsssoncannes

Gun, 3?@------on-o.oooooocu-ot-ovuoocco-ataoto-noouoonourto--u-..cotooa

Hamny Chureh Are&, construction 1942..---.--ott.s-atoo--i"ioi'i’o--..conla
Camp Hancock’ Gﬂ., MG School opﬁned 17 June lglsoocanoubollii?"tiootol.uno
Hobson, Col. William H., Agst Comdt, June 1940 veecnnsasssansssssnsnssnes
EOd‘es, Brig Gen Courtney H, made Comnmandanteeesssesssssssssssssonsesensne
Hodges, Courtney H becomes Chief of Infantryeissssescesceosccenssvccscnses
Hodges, Maj CGen Campbell B, Comdg Gen 6th DivVesvesosnsseusssnansecoscnscns
HOrSe ShOWBsseestsest st s 0ot seesasss sssenessssssssssasntosssssssesesssnossscs
Hospital, work begun Sﬂp 1923-:..-0-1.....-.0.0.0-cc...otooco.nuoouoo-o_oo
HOGpitﬂl.otcooococs-o--oono-tcooucoauoo.onu-oo-cnuooooaoa--.-o..--coocagc

Hmta and huntinsll...'........l.'l..I-.II..‘.l'.-0l..l..l....."..l..'ll

Indians: Muscogee tribe, p. 3; Creeke, p. 3, 5; Yamasses, p. 7; Creeks, p.
Infantry Board moved to Inf Sch Bldg 1940-.0ooo-o-'--o-.oo-oooooo-oonoonc

20
83
18
170

211

42
202, 232
199
201
183
121
112
104
121

11

199 24

Infantry organizetions 251, 4g6"

Reorga.nisation tests, €l Cessnesssoncncsssnessncssssnsenascssscessssons
Inf Div orgn, backgraund for all instruction TIS...eevsasessssessnsves
Inf Reg‘b orgny tests, W/tnble’oooooo..!Oll.cco...sl.o...on.onlooi.l.t.
Inf Rﬁgt orgn, teBt’ 19350000ooo-oq--to-ato-oooooatoau'---ot.o-ooolooo

Infantry School of Instruetion, Jefferson Barracks, Mo, 1826...cccevssses

133
174
134
165

20

Infantry School of Arms, Ft Sill, Okla (Orgn, courses of instr)esscecscess 391340

Inf Sch of Arms ordered by WD on 18 Sep 1918 to transfer to Columbus,Ca..
m&ntﬂ Sohool a-t CAHP Beming.....................'-..'................
First site Macon Road 3 mi, E of ColumbUBececessvssssssssssnnsnsssness
WD Orders 25 Sep 1919 re Infantry SchoOlesssseessnasassncecssesasesoss
Mission of Infantry School, 1918.sescanvssnnsesnsnssnsnssssasnsencnnns
Infantry School, regulations for organization of: WD Sp Reg #14, 4/22/20.
mssion“Of Sechool of Inf&ntry‘ GO ﬂlB, 25 S.p 1919 secscossscnscsvas
Congress authorized retention of Camp Benning as permement post,2/20/20
Infantry School foreign students, SEE Foreign students
Infantry Schoel Organization:
Automotive S’Qtvion, Jan 1941.000---o-ao-ocnocon-co-oanoonoccccuoo--cooe
Operations Soction, functioning.......-.'............u...u...u.uu.
COW organisation for student classes TIS..eevevevsscscsssssssssnes
Academie Dept orgn 1918l cerceccnsevssresrsrscsssnassssnsanconssanse
mn; 1920 isssecnsnasnsnnessssensossasrssesssstsnsesssesseessansasase
Orgn 1926’27 (5 ﬂcctions)-Q-ooootltolloootoc.tucll--onoool-lcuiooot.lc
1928"‘3’0 (4 neﬂtionﬂ)oo-ttoo-ooo‘oooicoooc.ooco-oooqa---o.ooet-oooo
1920-2I eSS0 0 0ROt IRt esl000000ctE0ceNRRIRRI0RTeIRRIREERS
192% N RN R R N R R R R R N R R R A R R R A E R R A N R R S RSN
192243 AR R R E R A NS RN RN RN R AN R N R A RN RN N N NN N NN
1923-24 (5 aectiona)......---..........--.-nnuu-...-----.....
BIRLRE s ievesens st s sese st sanssstessesrtenesssessssta BNt avesss

192?% l.ll....l.l.........l.l....‘..‘..".......‘.I.."....‘....

11X

b
52
80, &1
8l
82, 86
86

8l

200, 176
213

107

84, 85
82

126
128

89

91
106
108
169
127



Fac‘ulty & S‘b&ff mm})‘r: 1924"125;.-0ooct---oooto-o.otonno-ooo.-coobtl

1929‘”'lllIQ..I..O..OQ....I'IIClli‘.....!l.
Moy 1932; elso no. on CCC dut¥.eessscesssoes
19%-39...'00I.0|D.‘..il....lll..ll.l.......

1939"'40.---o-oloolot-onltt-ooooto-otttonnouo

mc 1942 PEFEPLIPE RPN P R IRV NOPIPIRPREIOEOEE RO R

Curriculumy name end number of classes:

1919.--uooolnrn-ouo-ooctcoo-oub--oouoootoco-oc--co---ooo.oao----o
Evolution Of’ 191922 L e Y T Y Y S R RS T
1920 R N R R T I eI
15 m 1919.0-.--clocoooootooooc'-loaootoltiOboaooooot.loib--ooioa
1920-21l'.l..t..'.’..'..l'..II.'...".I'll......‘...l.‘...l......

1921"22 L Y N R R R e S s s e T T I

1922"23’ reduction in caursas---.loll.l.!.tiit..l‘inot.‘o..tucul.

1923-24 LA R R R R T T T T

1924-25 tl.l...l....'.'t..l.ll‘.!l.......l.hl."."l..l..l!!!l.‘l

1926'27 (w/tale' allotment of hours)............-..........-.-.

109
128
154
i7n
180
216

% |
€9
88
%1
106
107
109

&

1926“1930 miculm changes.-...........u--u.n..u....----. 124-"139

1927-28 L R R N R R R e
1928"29 L S R R T T T
1929=30 (W/table, allotment of hou!‘s) SeeRsNssNAsIReRREIRREROEERS
1933-34 L R R R T I
1934 (Adv & Co Off ecombin into Regular Courae) sescsansnerasnnees
1934"35 R R R R T T T e
19”“% ..‘...|....'...‘..............-...'........‘....."'I....

1938"‘39 R R R T I T T I T T

39

169
168-169

170

i1

1939“4.0 AR R AR Y N Y R R R S R T 173’ 174’ lwiaéw

Ghangel 1940,o-ooootnoo..oaut-noonooo---ooootoo.ooototc---u----no

ngular Course terminated 1 Feb 1940 sesnsrsesssunienesosnsevecanss ATT

Sep 1941 A R R R R R R I I I T 208

D1v1si°n Officers Course started 24 Jan 1943 SEtEeIbIIBIEREREISIRBES
Name of classes in session D°01942 OO NEEINIITIIBIIENOEOITRNILIEERERS

14
216

1943 l.tl..“.‘.....!!O.....t......'.t.'|-'.!..DIIOOOQOUUCIQIDI.' 232‘&3

Jan-feb 1944, Mar 1944 ..--..--....uu--nuunnu-..-.«-..-..-233*234

Oct-Dao 19“ A AR R AR AR R R R R A Y Y R S R R R R R R e SIS

Offigﬁr.ﬁ Refresher COU.I'BQ’ 10 Jan 194-5-0.o'c-co--oouot-utltonno,g_[)-

H&mﬁs Of"@lﬂﬂ.se’ 1945 R Y N R R N R R ]
Classes to include more close combat instruction..Bifle end

Heavy Weapons Co Off Course PrrRreLIOYNIEIBIAIBOEOTEOERIERERVREED
Value of tr&ining, Inf SCh’ recommendation for ohtmges...-........
Officers Basic Course, continuation of Rifle & Hv Wpne Co Off Cl..

23
236
238
217

217-218
ag



£

b}

/ "“‘}

ed)

Students’ number: 24 Deec 1918’ West Polnt Graduslieessssessscscesnsns
First graduating class, 22 Dec 1919 (West Fointers).iceececssccavesses
VEarly 01 ES@8, IO Qf Etudentan.-.oOIQ--.lt.toouu.o.Io.lb--tutto.ao.nlo
NOQ students 1923.-OQ..IQ..ODI.l..'.i.l0.!t‘Ql..!....Dl.‘.l..."'."‘.
No. studentes 193%”33 oolnc‘lol!Otnll‘c-l..t.l.t..ic......oho-ot.o-uc'

Infantry

1933-34 40:..0-0o-oocuon-o-soot--toototonooo--c-ocl--cao
1935‘36 (Off & E}) A RN N Y A NN R NN
1938-'39 R T N R R R R S NN
1939“40 TEBERESEN T EIOONOREPPIRESELERRLELEETRPOPRTBEORDEBRE
19&0“41 R N O R RN
Sep 1941 R R e N N N N
Dee 19&2 R R R R R R
1943 CEPE IS I EBEEE IR ET R EF BN PEBEBIEFELEPPEREBDREEN DD AE
Feb 1943 Rl T R R N
1944 A s 60 ResPEeEEOERRDIUTAREPRRREREIRECREREEIRBOERSsSER
10 Jan 1945 OV TR TN EE P RR TR LR NAOREOBE PN ERPRT NGO
A% end of 1929/30 there had been 5064 graduates...c.eee
Craduates war years (Ql&SS & number)...-..-............

Schools Student standing in class abolished 1923~24 ssecevseaes
School Sep&rate‘ from post 15 Oct 1940 S s sRNsIsBREENEEREERBREEDS
School 1942 under  urisdiction /rmy Ground ForceS.cecssscecsces
School Building PPN E PN LB EIEB LIS EEDETOREOERSIBTRERBEFERIRE
School Detechment, See also Academic HRegiment:...ceevesvececnce
School Service Command activated sescovsssssssccnssnsessnsscssane
SChOOl SerVice Comm&nd, Strength,ergn..-.............-o.......-
training, e&rly dEVEIOPment In Us B¢ ssasssssnsssnnsssnnssssens
treining, Von fteuben introduced new systeM.csseecesscsescecess
"Infiltration COUTrSe™ Lessrsenssessisstississisnaessssssssosssasnssinnenes
Instructors, QuAlifications secesesssscsvsasvossssvennsensenssnssennsnse

Jeffersbﬁ Barrecks o..----onoona-ii;iisgﬁatnot----a-aqtl-noooooooooo'o-o

hsihtglltilltill......ﬁI.......CO.II....l..‘l.I.l"..l.‘llll"l.l.i.i..

h“it’a N R R R N R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

King,'Brig Gen Cﬂmpball, Comdt May 1929 .sevessasnsesscssssnsssncrannsne
King, Brig Gen C&mpbell, TetireB sceveceresvsssassssesesssstsssnasnssssn

Lawson Field namad,Aug 7, l931 G.C. #5 P 0VERESEILENEOEELELORNRBRDEEERGEE
Laweon Field expansion program, Feb 1941 .cscenscncensscncssvcccssssenne
Libr&ry, Inf&ntrw'SChOOl S BRI e EENRNEENTIE NI NIPISERARISOIEOEEERERIEORS LS

63
65
@6 80
106 |
148
156
169
in
179
203
208
216
232-233
210
233=235
236

140
235
108
199
214
160
199, 215
199
215-216
16
17
218
110

20

3
3
133
155

147
201
107, 161




MaeArthur, -Arthur, Generalevessessssnsscssscvessanssonsscssascanessssne 25
Machine Quns, tr&ining-oqtancooiloooc--.00--o---a--oncondoolcoou-! 32; 41
Machine gun 3@001’ Gamp Bancock' QBecesncnsnonsonsncnsassanssssssnnes 42
Machine gun, +50 cal and light.o-.0‘..00..0.-0..l'll.!.‘btil.hoilau 163, 165
MBKGG, Col Richard A, Comdg Sch Troo;B Brig tetsENsETERBO0UBERREREROORS 215 |
Maneuvers, introduced June 1923..cessssssccesesccsssescavecscoscncssne 107 |
l'hneuvers, 1st Div, Jm 1940 cseesosnsenssssnnssscasansnonnsosanssnn 17?"‘1?8"1“’181 -
Maneuvers, v Corps, 19404 cessceccssscecssnsssssesssssnssessssssnsnsos 185 \
Hﬁrksmship’ Pifleessccnsocsnosssssansesesssansssansesacsnsnnsenvonns 22, 26 g
Marksmanship, purpose of school to raise standards Of.ecsessessssvenss 3
Marksmanship; tng at Sill inadequate; sch opened Camp PerTy¥.sceseceacs 42
Mhm' Gﬁﬁrgﬂ 0, Lt Col.ivsncosnsscsnesvscossconcscsvcsacncsvsonnnnse 128
Monumente (town house of Casista et Lumpkin & Morrison Roeds).sssssssss 3
!bmsnts, bronze teblet, m&yﬂt’b‘--ooooooit.aooooo'luotwoto.oitotuoct
MOrtarS.ssesssessssssnsvsssscossennssnsnsseosssssssncssassssoscsessnnes 163' 170
Motorized httalion, 29th Inf soosvevvancrsnvssnanssnsnsnsnsrsansssncss 148
Munson, Col Fred L, Scting Comdl sceecesvcocscosscnscosssssosssncessssesn 155
Musecle Shoals. Burplus material used at Benning...u.n.u.u.......... 123

laming of terrain features on InStv sesssescesnsenssssesensanseenssveses 20
National Cuard Officers ClasseS,; TIS ceseessssvscesssosascercsssscnsce 83’ 89
National Guard training at Ft S.tll 1917.-obu.o-ooo-u.--.-couuo-a.-oo--n 39
National Guard & RO Class graduates, Jan 31’ 1922 sevsceivensansvensans 104
Bational Guard Course, new, Jan 3; 1925 ciecesvencsscncnscsscssonssnsse 110
Non-commissioned officer tra.ining--....u.un.----uu.....n...... 38’ 27
OFFICER CANDIDATES:
SOhml omnd July 1941(f\:11 d@tm')oolo.nocouo-tcto..ooooccoooooc 203
Quota students P YOBI snessssssssscscccesonansessccsstntschonuness 210
EXpansSion .csecscssecssessssssssncssesssssssssnncnnsssanscossnsnss 210, 211
"Block" schedule for 0CS, Officers Basic Course, Adv Com etGeseeese 212
No. of graduates, no, of promotions, @lCasssssssssssnsesccscasnscee 216
Reduction in number & msing standards, 1943 cecescssscsssevessess 27
Schedule, 1941 and 1943 .sessecsevccscsnsscssssnsssannsnssssscccosass 221
Processing, supervision, tng, conferences, guidance,grading,etc.... 223-225
Boards to test OCS .seeesscessccncssssscsnssssssssscscssssncensonses 228-229
Causes of failures OCS candidated ...eessescesscscsssscssscsessncss 230
Reduction in mlnb.r’ July 14’ 1943 990000 BNENENERREIRREERERRRARBERS 232
0CS course extended from 13 to 17 weeks; 29 June 1943 cevevesnsssns 220
OGS, 50,000 graduated .cvessssssssnccsssscensscsossenssssscvocoscee 235
Officers Club m SRR 0 NI EE00000N00RR0000E0000R0EeN0TEUORRRDS 114. 159
Oglethorpe, James BAward sseseecscssscssscscccscsccsscsessnccssnsnssns s 8 .
Orientation course for instructors, TIS ccesvvencscncnsssancssosssssns 109
Operations Section, flmction:l.ng...n..u..-uu..u........u..."..r__.,,;,213-"
Organiaation, inf div, background for all instructioanISr__._. R R 174
~Organization,-infantry, SEE Infantry organigation

VI




Parachute Group, May 1941 o.oo.o,conot-oootclibaiioitaovoouo'ﬁ‘ioilo.o'-oa;
Parachute SChOOl. June 1941, permaneDbesscsssnssassnsnnsesesossassansnss

Parachute S‘ection, TIS, activated 10 July 1941 ceebesoseesss0ecEsTBBERB R
Pﬂtm' Geo S., Maj Gen, CG 24 Armored Div, CG Ft Benning 4 Wooti-ntf'

Pay cut, 15 per cent, militery and civilian teosUsaeneensnveaceDenAseT e
Pem. w, Ohioj small arms fix‘ing 531'1001. 10 June 191Biceisssssiveine
Psrshing, Gﬂn, visits Benniug 1919 COREUOEERPN0FRTLROCORORRRBO0EODRERROE
Flan for layout of It Bonning, polic'y regarding............-......u..u
Plan of Benning: 123. Flans for besutifying Ft Benning, 1924.c00esesass
Powlation of Ft Benning, July 1940------3-tttir-i-o-.oqoooooco-oocoato-
Pop:lgtion of Ft Benn:lng, Nov 1940 SOOI E P ENEHOE 0000 CRB0EER0OEEOBOREDOS
Population of Ft Benning, Feb 1941 L N R R S
Polo at Ft Benning B EP00cRI R0 0N0Etes el R R P TIRORO 00000 s000R 000000
lPreBidio of Hontaray, Calif PRI ESBOREEORERNRNEcORR00RROREDRR0O0BBRA0RS
Printing Flant S0 E 000N 080000 EE00000000N000CGE0PORR000RBRRE0aE0sB0B0D
M, See also WFPE SO0 ELE0E000R000000CENENRIIN0OEENED0INB00R0000B000SED
Pub[icA+tions 4 Covvespoodence . Couvies Seehon

Radio training e B P ET P00 0000000000 N0R 00000 N0 R000N000sEER0000EBREBOY
Railroad faecilities to Benning-oooco-tonu.ot.colouo---o-;..-ou..onbon 80’
Railroad spur for first Gamp Benn.‘l.ng & to new Bite siiieseienissisenians
Ranges, permanent G NTROsN 0000000000 0000000800000000000 00088008800
Recreation Center Board PPN 0ORRI0RNTON008000000R0REERR00L00E000008R0RORER
Replacement & School Command, AGF, TIS under jurisdiction of s.eesecscss
Research depﬂ.mntooou-Ou-oooocanontoooo.ao.oan-otocl.coo.ott’oonooa..lo
Reserve Officere Classes PP EEPa00EN0CC0sE0TI00000000R00000R00000s0GRERS
n’.ﬂ., Garand mutomatic’ taat--o--oonoooc---oootooooc.-t-ap--ooo.ooa
Ri.fle, semiautomatic & BAR B0 EER000000000NEO000000R0GRE0R0R000000E0EE
Ri.fle, 103 Springfield BB E0PE000000R00PsE0EeRR000R0sR000RE0000RBRGORES
Rifle, ML in lieu of 1903 Springfi.ld PO00E000000000NOR0PORERRROER00A0BE
Rifle practice, M-l, on known-distance range, PLOTAT® cocvvinsnsvresenss

schoolss

Armored Force School activated at Ft Knox, Nov 1940
' _Infentry School, SEE Infentry School

School for Cavalry & Artillery Officers, t Riley.......--u...ua..u
\ School of A;plication for Inf & Cav, Ft Leavenworth in IBBY ivecinnenn

Gboenecooeoneenosea

\ § Infantry Sehool of Instruction, Jefferson Barracks, lst Inf Seh for Off.

Y~ 8chool of Musketry, Presidio of Monterey (mrpose,orgn,currioulum,etc)
“ School of l‘hxaketrs', Honterey - training COBAUOVIRs s s s vevsonsesssonssns
Sehool of }hskatry moved to Ft Sil1, 1913 PES 00000 LEROIEERBNRORIOESTE
School of Musketry, Ft £i11 - Orgn, purpose, course of stud¥esseececsses
Bank School, SEE Tanks
icott, Brig Gen Charles L $Ees20e00r00RCNNRNRCRNIRROOPONIERSIROIRORERERDRERBOS
elective Service Aet druftees released from Guty, Sep 194) sevessnesnncin
ervice Club for EM, 1930 N R I T
hort. Col. Walter C., Asst Comdt R Y R SR e T
‘mgletbn, Brig Gen Asa L b R R Y  E R L T T T e
ports, Ft Benning, 1924 S AaA L LA R L e N L X L T
tadium, Doughbqy - gun 1924; dedicated 15 Oct 1925--0---onoot-ouooo-toc
Post Mead guaviers
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170
121
55
132
nhE By

214
82, 87
83, 89

142
163
164
170
215

193



ichool TI'OOPS- Bl"ig&dﬁ Qlltc.Olo't.tbp.tt.t...!..lllallt'lon“‘pltlun;-cn-

iehool Troops, School of Musketry & Inf Sch of Arms; Ft Sillyeecevcencnse .

ichool Troops, requirements, 1940 .ececvssssescssssscssssnccesensossccscns
itudent atandingin class abolished 1923=24 sosvesvsscnenessscssscnssnnes
;tmmt Trainj-ng htta]-ions EPRPRORNRRPOOPEROSGFERIRPEDRTIRESREDORRTROPRREBRORBORED
tudent '.l‘ng Bn becomes Student Training Unite seesecssisvcsssssssnnsnenns
tudent Training Brigaﬁ R N N R T Ny
tudent Training Brigade inactivated 1 Nov 1943 scesesecesnssnnscessosses

233
tudent Training Rﬂgimts (1Bt' 2d, 3d) SEAONENINSEIDOBREIENEDN 210’ 211' 212’ 215
tudent Truining Units redesignated 13 Nov 1941 2848500000 RTTEIRBSRR00OOE m

mﬁn’ CGen Charles P, cOfS visited mﬂt l‘hy 1929 AR R R R R

m& PﬂOl, hiatory of .OO.I-..QOl.'...i'..ll..l...t.llt.i.i...t'i.-&."

ank course shortened in 1933-34 R R R T )
ank Course, length, no. students, instructors, €t€ cesncscsscsssasensses
ank instruction Inf Sch prior 0 1998 snevansescsivsnassennsseananahones

[ R o A

215
37 !
189 |
108
189
199
25

132 |
119 |

156
175
148

ank School moved to Benning 1932, Orgn, €LC. sevsesscssscssscsccnacnse 147, 143 '

ank School, ﬂelection o_f Studﬂnts PB0EP0E0 000000 ENeER0RIRE0B00R0RERRRES
ank Section - mew buildings SES e8P 00EIEEeEREIUN0IREBETRDR0OBEEEREERERSS
ank training, mass tank tactice, 1940 cececsscvsssscsosesnsansnccsnsance
Arget Iange ssssesssresssssssnicssrcesstssntsesnssasstsesnesssensssnnss
errain features of }”St’ ming 4500000000000 B0RNOR0008EDNEREIIREREDRE
est, academic aptitude for OC soecevcocnscsossonssosscsnsssmasncsnsnansse

heater, 1925 I T ™

151

im

182

104 |

101 |

224, |

119 |
l
l

heﬂ.t“’ m BRPAEGOLRCIRIERREPORRIOREROPRDRPORCRRR PRI PRIV ROREEERS W 119. 162

hmpsm;, Col. Charles F‘, Feb 1937 PPORUEINEEPEEBTNEBRCBEEINOEIREDRNREDUD
owers, parachute JUmMpING cevscesccsscecccnsisssssnssscsnrscacssrersrsnes
raining literat\u'e, Bﬂrly R R R P L T
raining Regimntl, Basic (Ath’ 5th, 6th) PEO USSP RGN ITOONDERBERDORE0EIRRSG
raining, tactical, Value Of seecssvossenvsecoscseosesrnecosensssscsvscas
restle over Upatoi Creek sosssssssnasscsssnsnsvenossensssssonnsossensnse
roops at Benning 1920 © page 94; 1939 - page 180,

rott, MBJ Gen Clement Ay CO 5th DIV ceececessssossvencscocscsnnccscsssee
upper; Col Sevier R .ccssssscssesasncssnrasessaneonssssssosssssssnssnses
raining, comments on by Gen. King cececevcssecsscnnsscsansnssnconosncese

NIIS:
ist Div arrived Benning 1940 = p. 180; 1lst Div Camp, 1940 sevesncscen
20 ATHOTOE DIV convcessnervncascssenssosnosnseressvenssassesessesessnss
24 Armored Div activated J'Ile 1940 at Boxming Oil.lt.ll....ttt.-...llOQ
2d Armored Div. congtruction for, in Sand Hill area sesccccesssnsevess
24 Armored Div, ANOYease cssevesscssvessssrssanasssssnsscesssenssensse
3d Infantry arrives 14 Mar 19“ R
3d cgmpDSitB Squad, 3d Air FOTU' 2000000000000 NNNER0000REORRREERE
4th Antitank Bn, first to be created in US AYMYy cecevecsccessssncscase
4th Di?iﬁion, full strength Feb 1941 sovsesnvscncscnscsosssnacsscesans
4th Division, Hq at Benning, component unite, 1940 sesecsssnescosssnnse
4th Engineer Bn, Co A L N R R R T T R P
41':!1 Infantry B.I'I‘iVB! 1944 e eI REONDOBRORNENERDORRER0OBOORRRROBDEEES
A0 Nadioal PR ccsnssssancospsssstsscunssesiisessnnessersansnetsssstne
5tnh Division at Benning for maneuvers, 1940 P EENEE BN INBBEEINENRBELED
6th Division at Benning for mgneuvers, 1940 susavsvovnssanssntnrnssny

VIII

170 |
2
220 |
16 5
59 |

183
220 |
Vi

181 |
188 |
191

198
199 |
234 |
233 |
183, 185
200

184 |
180 |

180
183
183



gyéx_as (continued)

th FA’ 2d &1 R R R R A R I T I T I T T T T T 191
7th Recon SQd, TIB PEE AR N S E O PO NS PN U000 OBBEETRAENNRE DD 233
15th Bombardmentwﬁqnadron L R R R R T T 201
15th Tank Bn S N S GNP S S R S N A A B R A i o 4 e 1‘8
16th Observation Squadron teescssssscnRRs AR esIRERRER RS 145’ 146, 180, 201
<0th &lgm@er Rﬂgt reactivated at Bﬁnning 1 Jun 1940 teese0s0OBOGOEBOER S 193
2lst Engineera L T R L T T e 180
22d ObSBrvation Squadron R Ry T 146
24th Inf officers detailed as instructors Academic Dept ..oeeeecrescses 128
uth I'nr l!ooiii.a.-l.--lnato.-o'!‘o.lo..lllnont..tooticthoooiioiotlootun 180
EAth‘inf,'sd Bn reactivated R T T 199
%thm area chupied by Bd STR SNBSS EO OB BPESRENCIDOORDRBEDSBERE 211
27th Boubardment Group sco-ovaoooco-o-coooo;too’--oo-oo--.o'to'--a-n-o- 188
29‘bh In.f’ 1st Bﬂ,’ arrived at Benniﬂg L R T T TRy 69
29th Iﬂf, 1st Bn, motorized R N S W T R N T W S S 0 I SO S PP apap 142
29th Inf, reduction, 3 Cet 1922 S H S TN RPN OPLE000 0L ERBOBORERREOERED 96
29th Inf - a motorized bn converted into animal-drawn sceevesennooRnO RS 104
29th Inf barracks, bagun Feb 1925 R R T 123
29th Inf, reorganization tests R Y R T T 133
29th Inf, to test rifle N N R N T TR N I I U W T TP A e S, 165
2% Inf’ new drill SEBATAI B0 LETLRBOESIIBICROLUREBERNBBORANRBENOR LR A NS 174
29th Inf, (118t of units at Benning) droescbesresssoLtehEbbonssst e 180
29th Inf, nucleus for AT Bn R N T R ST 183
29th Iﬂf, inel‘in éth-niv S AR R R R R R R R RN R R IR N TN S e S gy 184
29th Inf, use~£br L R L e S At 190
29th Inf’ mﬂ?!ﬂ&ﬁby 1943‘after 25 years’ gervice EoessssavREBbeEBOEN DAY 219
29th Field ﬁrtili‘fy' 4th Division..-...................-..-...-.-..... 191
32d Balloon Go L R N I T T T 93' 146
34th Inf at Bﬂnnin& for manenuvers, 1940 L R R T T 183
SAth Quaegt L N Y R R R R R e T I T T T T T 180

AsthmRe@ .."!’.0.»--.".‘.l.l.‘l‘l’t...l.ll...l."...ll.illl.....l.. 180
66th Inf l...-‘.&.‘.ll..lllt‘...ll.l'...'ll.l.'lI..I.l‘.lt...ll.l.t.’!.l. 180
67th Inf l‘..’.-....I....l.....".l'l.l....l.."..l.II.Q.....‘.I.I‘....I. 180

68th Inf, st & 28 Bn (Light T&nks)‘-o..--....-..-..--...;....-.-.-:-.- 182
Tlst Enginaars activated 1 DT AR BT R S e R O L e S L 189
€3d FA Bn R R I R I T R T S S T S G 120’ 180, 184’ 191
th Engineer Bﬁ~¢eo.osracu-lcooco--oau-oooo.oc--:-oooooaooono.onocnon;. 191
94th AT Bn..c...wvottulll"ltceootl-tot..lvnnoo.t.&.iﬂ.!to.o‘o.nt‘c.tcui 183
97th OlerVatianfSQd L S L T 201
117th Inf (Tenn. HG) R T R T T I W O I I PSP A S P 215
124th Inf (formeily Fla NG) arrives Benning 20 Dee 1941 (.cesssnnisinsons 209
1513t Inf (Indiaha NG), 4 Apr 1943 (third rﬁgt sch troops) sssrsbssenes 211, 214
176th Inf L e I S T W I I S I 1 S S S S A 219, 234
300 Inf aetivat@dufram 29th & 124th Inf Rﬁgts e E0E800EOINORERBBEDOEORIED 215
300th Inf replﬂ@&8729th Inf, 1943 Q.nonnuon-0.-oo--ocgonooaiionnnoo-oo--219,234
5018t Paht En EBtiv&ted Benniﬂg Oct 1940 I FERO0EEOIROERNEORONBEIRERER S 202
5024 Peht Bn,'aétiVEtEd 1 July 1941 /l.0...it.!‘....O....Cl.m-.'ll‘.l.'n 202
503d Peht Bn§ to be activated Sep 1941 So0eceLesLsERELEREOOBO R0t RRBRABBRTD 202
504th Peht Bn, to ba activated ROV“1941 L Y T TN e 202

48T Irf Aon B~ 382 u)lcs AhN Comd Hps* in 715 s
: _ = X )g/z ( {éo’;r'/ﬁz?'f ﬂﬁf
<o D26 Fu (e 1)



}
{

Visitors to Bsnning, 1922 oolvbti!..lti?...‘.l.l'*‘.i..otst.o-tp!.Iinﬁd.i 103
Von Stcuben, mﬂthﬂdﬂ of hrgn & ing o!bnlu.tt!.c‘il\?'!!-O..!tonotihﬂottodl 17

" WAAC (Uomen 15 Am Auxi.liary Gorps) arrived H&r 1943 tolc‘tttt.it..ip’,\!b 218
Mkar. M&j Gen Fred L; Comdt o-cutﬁ..i.tonooogoo.cngvooaonoootctic.Qook& 234
mo‘; Colonel W.B. oun-otutoo..oo.o.o-c----h’--hn-coa-'--o---o.onua--i 148
H.‘kﬂ’ Colonel Charles (Aﬁst- Gomt) tour ended 22 Jul 1936 assssssepeanns 170
Weems, Colonel George H, becomes Asst Comdt M 1942 cosvassonnsssennesns) Shb
Wells, General o.olﬂtttnto.t.o.l.lltp.ll.ii.ni!lncQo‘.oootcl!...tii.-n--a :‘ 128
West Point students enrolled 2 Dec 1918.... pe 63; graduated 1919....0.s, 65
Woelfolk, Joh.n, first white owner of present Ft. B@Ilnlnggto'ao-o¢-at-oo 13’ 152

m R R N R RN NN S R A R R R

i}

\

NOTE: Pages with numbers in parenthesis (240) thru (333) in one-volume
History of the Infantry School (U 423 .U 2 (1944) U - Locked Case
are not included in this index.

1
i
|
1
|
|
!
|
|
|



PREFACE

The desirability of an authentic record of the events which
led to the founding of The Infantry School, and to its subsequent
development, has been apparent for some time. The actusl preparaticn
of such a history, however, was undertaken only through the interest
of Brigadier General George H. Weems, Assistant Commandant, whose
encouragement made it possible,

The history was written by Ceptain Richard A, Tilden and Ffc. (mtwr 2ol £4)
Rosalind Roulston, They are particul;rly indebted to Brigadier General
Henry P. Perrine and Colonel Arnold R. C. Sander, who not only
supplied material but also read part or all of the original manuseript,
and to Colonel Truman Smith and Colonel Leroy W. Yarborough whose
manuseript "History of The Infantry School," prepared in 1931, has
been freely used. Acknowledgment must also be made to Colonel Alfred
E. McKenney, under whose supervision the task was begun, and to
Colonel Alston Deas, under whose supervision the work was completed.
Space does not permit individual acknowledgements of the contributions
of many officers, their families, and othemwhose information on both
events and persons made this work possible,

Within the limitations imposed by a single volume, it 1is
believed that all events of historical importance have been accurately

recorded.
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It is hoped that this history will not only be useful as a
handy reference work but also as a readable narrative for all those
whose duties or inclinations have brought them into contact with the.

school or the arm which it serves.

Fort Benning, Georgia
11 November 194/
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HEADQUARTERS
ARMY GROUND FORCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
ARMY WAR COLLEGE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

330,13/50~GNDCG 5 July 1943

Subject: War Experience.

To: Commandant, Infentry School,
Fort Benning, Ga. i

1. The following extract quotation from comments by a corps
commander overseas in the Pacific are communicated for your infor-
ma tion;

"Prom what I have seen and heard, I am convinced that the
basic principles of infantry combat, as taught by the Infantry School,
ere eminently sound and practical in this theater. The method of
application in this terrain must be varied in some particulars, but
the principles are sound as & dollar. The Nation at large surely
owes a8 great debt of gratitude to the Infantry School, one that will
prebably never be fully recognized by the public."

2. This report is similar to others received from other theaters,
and I congratulate the Infantry School on the magnitude and high
quality of its contribution to the war effort.

ﬁ?%

e« Gen,, U.S.A.,
Commanding.




CHAPTER I

The Site of Fort Benning

Fort Benning, the home of Ihe Infantry School, is situated on the
east bank of the Chattahoochee River, somewhat south of the center of
Georgia's western border. It is admirably suited for a large military
reservation; rolling sandclay hills covered with second-growth pine and
innumerable small and large water-courses constitute ideal terrain for
military problems,

The geographical advantages of this region are also largely
responsible for its deve10pmeht from the earliest known times to the
present. Here, the fall line, drawn through the lowest falls of the
rivers emptying into the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, separates the
rich alluvial soil of the coastal plain from the sand and clay of the
foothills. A%t the falls in the rivers, towns were founded which were
later to become centers of commercial and industrial 1life. Portage
around the falls was necessary for all river travel, and facilities
naturally developed for taking care of travelers, and protecting and
handling their cargoes. Trails and roads, and later railroads, soon
led to these heads of navigation, for river travel was the means of
connecting the back-country with the whole Atlantic world.

It was inevitable that the fall 1ine would one dey become the manu-
facturing and industrial area of the South and East. Here were water
power to turn the wheels, transportation to bring in the raw material,

and ports from which finished goods could be exported, Later, the



railroads, following the earlier wagbn trails, which in turn had
followed the Indian trails, were to relieve these fall line ports

of their importence in connection with ocean trade, but their con-
tinuing development as manufacturing, commercial, and financial centers
was increased.

The pre-Columbian history of this area is lost:in the mists of
primitive incapacity. Such historical records and evidences of culture
as were developed by -the primitive people of this area, and by their
more civilized neighbors in the Carribean and the territories west
of the Mississippi, were ruthlessly and relentlessly destroyed by the
early Christian conquerors.

Western Georgia, like the major portion of all of the New World,
was first explored by the indefatigable Spaniard in his quest for wealth
and health, This quest, coupled with the pious desire to spread the
glories and benefits of the true faith among the heathen, led the Spaniard,
both soldier and priest, to push his explorations throughout South
America and into large areas of North America, The allure of the fabled
realms of the Giant King Datha caused‘d‘Ayllon to explore the Atlantic
coast of Georgia, while de Soto, in search of golden Yupaha, explored the
western area.

Late in 1539, Hernando de Soto, governor of Cuba and Florida, led an
expedition from the neighborhood of Tallahassee %o explore the interior.
Crossing western Georgia, de Soto turned north, moving through eastern
Alsbama, western Georgia, and the Carolines into western Virginia.

Historians have been unable to identify all of the towns and rivers
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mentioned in contemporary accounts of de Soto's wanderings through
Georgia; consequently, his route cannot be exactly traced. If de Soto
crossed the present site of Fort Benning, it was in March or April, 1540,
during the early part of his journey. His travels are important to the
history of Fort Benning only in that they gave to the world its first
knowledge of the lands and theliﬁhaﬁitants of this area.

About the year 1520, an Indian tribe, the Muscogees, emigrated from
north-western Mexico., They had been vainly striving to defend their home-
land from the ravages of Cortez and his followers. They wandered for al-
most a century to the north and east; establishing temporary homes at
various places. Fregquently they met and fought with the Alabamas, who
were also migrating from the West,

About 1620, the Muscogee made permanent settlements in the territory
that is now Georgia. Their power was evidenced by the great Indian
Confederation they established which, under the name of Creeks, was to
present a real obstacle to white penetration of the area.

The capital of the new confederacy was established at the falls of
the Chattahoochee at the town of Caveta (Coweta, Kawita), while neighbor-
ing towns lined both banks of the river for meny miles. The name of
the river is an Indian word meéaning "painted rocks", and it was so named
because, before the cutting of forests, cultivation and erosion of
adjacent lands, the muddy waters of the Chattahoochee were clear, with
many bright colored rocks visible. Among the neighboring towns was Casista
(Cusseta, Kasihta), the largest town of the Creek nation, and the later

center of trade and commerce, The town house of Casista is believed to

have stood near the present stables in Fort Benning. A commemorative monument



has been erected at the intersection of Lumpkin and Morrison Roads on
the Main Post.

Careful exploration and colonization of Georgia by the Spamhrds did
not,ﬁegin until 1566, when Governor Menendez of Florida established the
first permanent settlement on St. Catherine Island. This started more
than a century of continuous occupétion. Except for occasional revolts,
and the raids by English pirates, the Spanish were not molested, They
succeeded in Christianizing and éxploiting the natives by establishing
numerous missions in the East and South of Georgia.

The century of relatively peaceful Spanish penetration of Georgia
was interrupted by Barbadian planters who were looking for new lands to
replace the exhausted'plantations of their island. In 1663, Sir John
Colleton, a Barbadian planter, and seven asso;iates, succeeded in inducing
Charles II to grant them a charter for the colon& of Carolina, Two years
later, the grant was increased to include all the territory from central
Florida north to Virginia and extending from sea to sea. That the grant
included the Spanish settlements along the Atlantic, as well as large
parts of Mexico, did not in the least embarrass the new owners.

In 1666, Robert Sandford sailed forth with a young physician, Dr.
Henry Woodward, to explore the new grant. After selecting a site for a
settlement, Sandford sailed for home, leaving Woodward with the Indians,
The young physician explored the country and learned the launguage of the
natives, earning their friendship and goodwill, Captured by the Spanish
and taken prisoner to San Agustin (St. Augustine, Florida), he became a

Catholic and was made the official surgeon of the colony, Freed from his



Spanish captors in 1668 by the freebooter Robert Searles, he returned to
Carolina again ready to annoy the Spaniards.

In 1670, Kiawah (Charlestown, Charleston) was founded, beginning the
more active phase of the Anglo-Spanish rivalry for this area. The English
needed slaves for their new plantations. They raided the Spanish missions
along the Georgia coast, burning the towns and carrying the natives into
captivity. Lacking sufficient strength for a long forays against the Spanish,
they secured as allies the savage Yamasees to continue their de;mé%ations.

While this struggle for the control of the ccast was being fought, a
similar contest had begun in the hinterland., English traders from Charles-
town penetrated the west, while Spanish priests and soldiers from Tallahassee .
moved north to intercepﬁ them,

To protect the Chattahoochee valley from English penetration, the
Spanish founded in 1681 a mission and a fort at Sabacola on the east bank
of the river, a few miles below the falls, The hostility of the Indians
forced them to withdraw before the end of the year.

By 1685, the English, led by Dr. Woodward, were in fairly regular
contact with the Creek Indians on the Chattahoochee, In that year, Woocd-
ward and six associates visited Caveta, across the river from the present
Columbus, to foster trade relations. His presence there brought on another
clash with the Spanisrds. Antonio Matheos, Spanish commander of the ares,
undertook a forced march to the north to apprehend the English and punish
the Indians who had received them. Woodward fled, leaving a defiant note
behind, "I am very sorry that I came with so small a following that I
cannot await your arrival. Be informed that I came to get acquainted with

the country, its mountains, the sea coast, and Apalache. I trust in God



that I shall meet you gentlemen later when I have a larger following.
September 2, 1685."

The Spaniards retired, destroying the stockade which had been built
by the Indians under the direction of the English. This was the first
American fort on what is now the Fort Benning military reservation. The
Spaniards left spies to discover any furfher English encroachments.

Woodward, who had been in hiding, immediately returned to the
Chattahoochee to continue his operations., Matheos, notified of his
activity, again set out to arrest the English. Woodward again fled, and
Matheos succeeded only in capturing the blockhouse, five hundred deer-
skins, and other English trade goods.' This time the Indians were
punished for receiving Woodward. Four of their towns, including Caveta
and Casista, were burned.

The Spanish built another fort to repel the English, this time on
the west bank of the Chattahoochee near Caveta, just below the falls.
This angered the Indians, who desired the English trade goods. They
migrated eastward, settling in the valley of the Ocmulgee, where they
allied themselves with the English., From this point they raided the
Spanish settlements to the east and south.

The rivalry of the two European colonies over western Georgia con-
tinued, but it was not until 1703; during Queen Anne's War, that active
military operations were undertaken. In that year, ex-Governor Moore of
Caroclina, with fifty Englishmen and one thousend Indians, invaded Spanish
territory to capture and destroy the forts on the northern Gulf coast of
Florida., He destroyed fourteen missions, burned at the stake or beheaded

'rthe captured Spaniards, and enslaved some 1400 mission Indians. Eastern

~
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Georgis was now safe for the English.

In 1715, the Yamassees, allies in the destruction of the Spanish
settlements along the Geoféian coast, turned on their English friends and
Jjoined the Spanish., The Yamassees were defeated, but not before they had
killed two hundred Carolinians and the revolt had spread to the Indisns
along the Chattahoochee. A council of the Creeks agreed to make peace
with the Spaniards and to evict or kill all Englishmen, Strenuous
diplomatic activity by the English kept the Creeks along the Chattahoochee
from active warfare, but the English no longer retained an unchallenged
ascendancy., Although various measures were tried for the defense of the
southern border, it was not until 1732 ££at the chartering of the coclony of
Georgia provided a definite means for protection. This charter, granted
to James Oglethorpe and twenty associates for the purpose of founding a
haven for released debtors, those persecuted for religious reasons, and the
unemployed, marked the beginning of England's aoutheé@ost colony in North
Americs.

Oglethorpe arrived in America in 1733, and founded his colony at
Savannah, By treaty, he had secured all the lands east of the Altamaha
from the Indians, Settlers from all parts of Europe teemed in, so that by
1740, Italians, Swiss, Germans, Morovians, Jews, Scotch, Irish, and English
could be found in the colony which included the present sites of Georgia,
Alabama, and Mississippi, Comparatively few of the colonists pushed as
far west as the present Fort Benning, for western Georgia, consisting
largely of pine forests, was not even surveyed by the state until after

1818,
Oglethorpe wished to maintain the good will of the Indians, realizing



that the future of the colony depended upon it. In 1739 he journeyed to
Caveta town, at the falls of the Chattahoochee, to address the Indians

at their great annual assemblagé.- He hoped that his journey might secure
the support of the Creeks in the coming war with Spain, which he knew
could not be postponed much lsnger. With three white attendants, two
white interpreters, and three Indian guides, Oglethorpe covered 400 miles
of unmapped forest, He arrived at Caveta, Capital of the Creeks, to
conduct the negotiations. He stayed several weeks and succeeded not only
in securing a promise of loyalty from the Indians, but also the grant of
the additional lands between the Altamsha and the St, Johns,

The war with Spain, known as the War of Jenkins' Ear, broke out while
Oglethorpe was still conferring with the Indians, Rébert Jenkins, an
English merchant ship captain, had been engaged for some years in smuggling
goods and slaves into the Spanish colonies in the Americas. Caught by the
coast guard in 1731, he had been punished by having one ear cut off. Thé
supposed Spanish cruelty to British ship's crews was investigated by
Parliament in 1738, and Captain Jenkins was asked to testify. Bringing
with him his ear, which had been cafefully pickled, he made an impassioned
plea for revenge., When asked what he had done subsequent to his punish-
ment by the Spaniards, he replied, "I commended my soul to God and my
cause to my country." His country was now prepared to take up his cause.

Oglethorpe, upon learning of the war, hurried to Savannah to under-
teke the defense of the colony. The war, which soon merged with King
George's War, did little to affect the west, The Indian promise of 1000

warriors was kept, but the English attacks on Florida failed. Similarly,



the Spanish'attacks on Georgia were indecisive., The war offered proof,
however, that the new colony had fulfilled its purpose of protecting
the borderland from the ravages of Spain., The results, although not
spectacular, seemed to insure the unimpeded growth of the colony.

In the larger realm of international affairs, the squabble of the
two European colonles over a tract of uninhabited wilderness was quietly
forgotten, In txwing=te prepagggfor a cdntinuation of the war against
France, England was willing to forget her quarrel with Spein. Spain was
also in a conciliatory mood, and by a new treaty in 1750 the two
countries made mutual concessions. The Georgians were ordered not to
cross the Altamaha and the Spanish agreed to stay below the St. Marys.
Thus an uninhabited tract was to separate the two colonies, thereby
preventing border clashes.

But what governmenﬁs propose, frontiersmen dispose: The Gebrgians
were by no means impressed by the sanctity of the neutral ground.
Malcontents from Augusta and the Ogeechee settlements, and refugees from
Carolina and Virginia, stirred up so much trouble that they were charged
with sedition. Some of them sought liberty in the neutral ground. They
established the settlement of New Hanover, on the Saltilla River.
Governor Reynolds of Georgla, requested that his authority be extepnded
south of the Altamaha in order that he might control the activities of
the new settlement, Realizing the necessity for maintaining friendly
relations with both Indians and Spanish, the English government refused
to extend their control into the neutral ground, and "Gray's Gang," as
the interlopers were known, was left without governmental protection or

control.



The unregulafed activities of the English colonists in this area,
together with many other siéggzz;tiriction, drove Spain, in 1761, to
join France in her war against the British, But the Spanish had engaged
in a cause already lost. Within two yedrs the Treaty of Paris was signed,
not only giving Georgia control of thefNeutral Ground, but also bringing
Florida to the English crown, The threat of Spain, which had existed for
over a century, was erased from the southern borderlands.

For two decades following the Treaty of Paris, peace and prosperity
ruled in Georgia. Trade with the Creeks in the Chattahoochee valley
continued to flow along the ro&tes established by Woodward and Oglethorpe.
In fact, so rapidly did the trade flow, and g0 persistent was the one-way
current, that the Indians soon found themselves in debt to an extent
exceeding $200,000.00. To settle this debt, a conference with the Indian
chiefs was called at Augusta in 1773. Here, the crown agreed to pay their
debts and the Indians ceded two additional tracts of land, one in the
north between the Savannah and Broad Rivers, and one in central Georgia
‘between the Ogeechee and the Altamaha.

The Creeks were firmly attached to the British crown at the outbreak
of the American Revolution. Their allegiance had been secured and maintained
through the activities of a group of highly competent and successful
British agents. Of these, Alexander McGillivray was perhaps the most
powerful and successful. He was a man of magnetic personality, extraordinary
mental gifts, and excellent education. His father, Lachlan McGillivray,;
had come from Scotland to Charleston in 1745, where he met and married
Sehop Marchand, half French and half Indian, of the family of the Wind and

powerful in the affairs of the Creeks. Alexander was educated in Charleston



and Savannah. He moved to the Chattahoochee, where he was so successful
with the Indians that he was accepted as the head of the Creek Nation by
1776, He retained this position until his death in 1793.

McGillivray was ably assisted in his work for the British cause by
John Tate, his son-in-law, and a British Indian agent to the Creeks.
Fortunately for the Georgians, Indian aétivity during the war was not
widespread, and the Creeks of the Chattahoochee took little part. At
times, Indian armies were raised to assist the English, but such activities
were umusual, On one such occasion in 1780, Tate, with four hundred
warriors, marched to the relief of a British garrison in Augusta. Stricken
by an illness during the march, Tate ﬁas carried back to Casihta (Cusseta)
where he died.

With the termination of the Revolution, white settlements began
to move steadily westward. The Indians, who had allied themselves with
the British during the war, lost their Georgia territory.

| In 1804, the Ocmulgee and St. Mary Rivers were Georgia's frontier.
East of that boundary the white settlements were widely scattered. West
of it lay the Creek Nation.

The main thoroughfere connecting the two areas was the Lower Creek
Path, which led from a ford on the Ogeechee River to lilledgeville, the
capital of the state after 1804, thence westward toward present day
Macon, crossing the Flint River in what is today Crawford County and on
to the Chattahoochee, crossing that river by ferry about two miles south-
west of the present headquarters of Fort Benniné.

In 1805, the Creeks came to an agreement with the federal government

S



concerning the use of the path. For a monetary consideration, the
Indians ceded to the United States certain lands, including those
traversed by the path, and further agreed to maintain ferries at those
points where the path crossed large streams. The Indians also agreed
to maintain taverns along the path for the convenience of travelers.

In 1811, under the direction of Lieutenant J. M. Luckett, of the
U.S. Army, the path was enlarged and improved into a practical wagon
road, known as the Federal Road. Thué, one of the first federal highways vs
comnected the site of the present Fort Benning with the settlements to the
east, Mail was dispatched over tﬁis route, and by 1820 regular stage
coach service between Milledgeville and Montgomery, Alahamg’héd been

established. .

During_the War of 1812, the Creeks allied themselves with the
British and gave serious trouble until they were defeated in battle by
Andrew Jackson's forces. In the fall of 1813, General Floyd, commanding
the Georgia militia, marched over the federal road to General Jackson's
aid. Floyd establisﬂed Eggﬁj@i&g&g}&ﬂnear the Indian agency on the west
bank of the Chattahoochee, This military establishment figures prominently
in the Creek War of 1836 and was used as headquarters at times by General
Winfield Scott during that campaign. Remains of the old fort, which was
again used as a military rendezvous by Confederate soldiers in the Civil
War, are still visible on its site, nhicb is opposite Fort Benning about
half a mile from Bradley's Landing.

The visit of la Fayette,td“Georgia and his passage through the
Chattahoochee Valley in 1825 was a memorable event which is commemorated

by a bronze tablet on the monument at the junction of Lumpkin and Morrison
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The area which contains the present Fort Benning Military Reservation
was ceded by the Indians to the United States in 1828,




Roads on the'Maiﬁ Post.

The orgy of land specualtion throughout the west that followed the
Revolutionary War made the people of Georgla realize the need for an honest
and fair land law under which the areas secured by cession from the Indians
could be settled. Believing that land was valuable only when occupied by
citizens, Georgiasns decreed that it should 53 disposed of in small tracts,
free of charge except for a few necessary expenses. To insure that every
citizen had an equal opportunity, a land lottery system was introduced in
1803. Under this system, new lands secured from the Indians were surveyed
into tracts of 202-1/2 acres each. Each citizen was given one chance,

As there were many more citizens than panels of land, many people drew blanlks
and received no land., 0dd lots of less than 202-1/2 acres which resulted
from the surveys were reserved by the state of Georgia for sale,

Those citizens who received land in the.lottery were required to pay
the state four-ewsdmedsdollars per hundred acres within one year or forfeit
their titles. Even this low price, four cents an acre, proved too much
for many winners who were forced to allow their lands to revert to state
ownership,

In the land lottery of 1827, which disposed of the newly ceded Indian
territory between the Flint and Chattahoochee Rivers, John Woolfolk,
formerly of North Carolina, drew one lot, and purchased additional lots
from those who preferred to live elsewhere., Later, in 1843, he purchased
additional land in the same area, so that his plantation at that time
comprised about 5,000 acres., This plantation became the nucleus of modern
Fort Benning. A survey of the falls of the Chattahoochee was made in 1827.

It was one of the positions designated as a site for a national armory in

a resolution of the Senate of the United States passed December 18, 1827,
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The land lottery act of 1827 had provided that an area of ap-
proximately five square miies located at the falls of the Chattahoochee
should be reserved as a towmn site., On Christmas Eve, 1827, the state
legislature authorized measures for laying out the City of Columbus and
for the sale of town lots. Five commissioners were appointed by Governor
John Foréythe to carry out the provisions of the Act. Coming to the
Chattahoochee in January, 1828, they selected 1,200 acres neér the falls
as the site of the new town, and ordered it surveyed. Lots for municipal
buildings, churches, schools, and cemeteries were reserved, and the re-
mainder were placed on sale beginning July 10, 1828, By July 23, 488 of
the 632 building lots had been sold, the remainder being disposed of in
February of the next year. The total sales amounted to $130,991.00.

Columbus soon became a populous town, the commercial and trans-
portation hub of the agricultural hinterland. Aided by the power in-
herent in the falls of the river, small manufacturing enterprises rapidly
developed until by the middle of the century Columbus became known as the
"Lowell" - the textile and industrial town - of the south,

The military as well as the manufacturing activities of the area were
cestered in Columbus, In May, 1835, the Columbus Guards were organized to
protect the area against the Creeks, who were resentful because of the loss
of their land. A total of about 3,500 men, comprising companies from all
parts of Georgia, were mustered into the service of the United States on
January 1, 1836, and served under General Winfield Scott until the end

_of the "war", During the war with Mexico (1846-1847), Columbus was
- again the military capital of the state. The War between the States

affected Columbus! industrial life in that it became an importent arsenal
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of the Confederacy., Although occupied and burned during the war, its
reconstruction was rapid and complete. Within ten years, its factories
had not only been rebuilt, but enlarged as well,

The great plantation system was almost gone following the war, and
the Woolfolk plantation, like many of its eounterparts throughout the
south, was broken up and sold. Benjamin Hatcher, a citizen of Columbus,
- purchased 1,782 acres, including the old plantation house, in 1883, Though
he continued to live in Columbus, he operated the plantation under
direction of a resident manager until 1907, when it was purchased by
Arthur Bussey. |

Mr. Bussey built the large frame house which is now the residence
of the commandant of The Infantry School. By the introduction of di-
versified farming, dairying, and close personal supervision, he was able
to develop a model plantation both profitable and beautiful.

On June 17, 1919, Mr. Bussey sold his plantation to the United

States for use as a school for the Infantry.

hiCA



CHAPTER II

The Early Development of Infantry Training in the United States

The history of the development of infantry training in the United
States is the story of #h® tenacity €6 an ideal, and of an ever increasing
group of officers who dreamed of the infantry not as a mob of hestily
assembled militia, but as a trained, disciplined, organized body of men
capable of immediate, coordinated, and effective defense of the country
in time of peril. The survival of this ideal, and its physical embodiment
in the largest and best equipped military school in the world, in spite of
the disheartening indifference, neglect, lack of financial sustenance,
factional hostility, and the ;ttacks of critice and assailants, is a
monument to the bull-dog courage of the infantrymen of the past who,
despite all opposition, ultimately accomplished their mission. Though
the physical embodiment of this ideal, which we know today as The Infantry
School, is relatively new, it is nevertheless richly endowed with the
spirit of those generations of infantrymen whose perseverance and courage
turned an ideal into reality. As The Infantry School exists today it
exceeds, perhaps, in its magnitude, its scope of research and development,'
and its influence on the development of military techniques and tﬁctics,
anything ever conceived in the most hopeful dreams of tﬁe pioneers of
infantry development.

Since its establishment as a permanent feature of the nati;nal
defense system, the history of The Infantry School has been inseparable

from that of the infantry, To appreciate fully the historical development
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of The Infantry School, it ié,neceésary to begin with American infantry
of the Revolutionary War period and trace the develﬁpﬁents and improvements
in tactics and techniqué to the present day. It will be found that changes,
such as they were, c%me slowly and uith'great difficulty; that onl& in
recent years were changes of instructional and tactical methods made
which were not the results of years of effort and pleading by a few far-
sighted infantrymen.

The éppointment of General George Washington as Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Armies, and his assumption of that command before Boston
on July 2, 1775, might be said to mark the beginning of the United States
Army. That he was fully aware of the military deficiencies of the motley
crew which was then his command, there can be no doubt. Throughout the
eight yeérs of war, he made every effort to develop in the army a sense of
loyalty, an esprit de corps, and a semblance of organization, One of these
was to put into effect the recommendatiorf. of Baron von Stéuben, a profes-
sional soldier who had received his training under Frederick the Great, King
of Prussia., Von Steuben soon discovered that there was no uniformity of
drill, no similarity of organization, and no teamwork of any kind in the
army. No two organizations drilled alike and all drilled badly. It is
reported that one witness to a parade held by an organization from his own
state had exclaimed that it was the finest body of troops he had ever seen
out of step,

Appointed by Washington as inspector general, Von Steuben imme-
diately began to introduce order and orgenization into the army. One
of his earliest acts was to organize the officers into squads and companies

which drilled under his personal direction. He had established the first
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officers training school in America, a practice that was reintroduced
in America during the First World War, and, in a modified form, used
continuously since that time in The Infantry School. In this manner,
Von Steuben was able to train an excellent group of instructors who
improved greatly the training of the small group of raw levies raised
by the Congress.

To enhance morale, and to develop a body of troops which could be
used for demonstration purposes, Von Steuben arranged to have the guard
of the commander-in-chief enlarged by the addition of certain selected
soldiers "for the purpose of forming a corps, to be instructed in the maneuvers
necessary to be introduced into the army and to serve as a model for the
execution of them." Today, a century and a half after Von Steuben's time,
we find his method again in use at The Infantry School, where model troop
organizations are maintained to develop and demonstrate the technique and
tacties of infantry,

The end of the war brought an end to such militery organization as
had developed in America under Washington and Von Steuben. Congress, in
making provisions for the peace-time establishment, enacted the following
laws

And whereas, standing armies in time of peace
are inconsistent with the principles of republican
governments, dangerous to the liberties of a free
people, and generally converted into destructive en-
gines for establishing despotism;...

Resolved, that the commanding officer ... is
hereby directed to discharge the troops now in ser-
vice ..., except twenty-five privates to guard the
stores at Fort Pitt and fifty-five to guard the
stores at West Point and other magazines, with a

proportionable number of officers, no officer to
remain in service above the rank of captain.
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The premise upon which this action was taken soon proved faulty;
and Congress found it necessary to raise a force of 700 men, which was
later increased to 2,000 for duty on the frontier, Still feering a
standing army in times o£ peace, the new force was called a "legionary
corps," and was considered purely an expedient.

During the next thirty years the army was expanded and contracted
as frontier problems and the French menace flowed and ebbed. Such rapid
changes in an organization that was considered more or less a temporary
expedient were not conducive to efficiency or morale. There was no in-
centive to produce officers orrsoldiers who were technically trained for
battle or campaign. At the beginning of the War of 1812, the army was as
heé;ogeneous and disorganized as in the period before Valley Forge, when
Von Steuben had begun his work., West Point, which had been established
in 1802, had graduated but 71 cadets, and these were so few and so young
that their influence was negligible.,

To train the new recruits who had been hurriedly assembled for
the conquest of Canada, a New System of Discipline, based on French methods
of drill, was adopted in 1813, The abysmal failure of this new army,
even when confronted only by the Indians and militia of Canada, led
Congreas and the War Department to the realization that a permanent, trained,
miiitary force was indispensible, even in a republic. The climax of this

inglorious chapter in our military history was written at Bladensburg,

. just outside of the national capital in August, 1814. Here, an American

army consisting of 5,400 militiamen, 400 regulars, and 600 sailors and
marines, fled in disorder before the approach of 1,500 British regulars,

That the flight was unnecessary is seen in the casualty figures, for in
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this battle for Washington only 66 casualties were suffered by the
American force which numbered over 6,000, The resultant fall and burning
of Washington proved to be a much needed lesson to those who thought that
the defense of their nation could be left in the hands of hastily as-
sembled, untrained militia.

As a result of the experiences of the War of 1812, Congress did
not disband, completely, the newly constituted army, but provided for the
retention of 10,000 men and a corps of engineers in the regular army.
Plentiful funds were voted for armament and arsenals., A board of officers,
composed of Generals Scott and Swift, and Colonels Fenwick, Cumming, and
Dayton, was ordered to prepare a set of Infantry Drill Regulations based
on the Rules and Regulations for the field Service and Maneuvers of the
French Infantry. This was the first work on infantry drill to be pre-
pared by a regularly constituted board of American officers.

Unfortunately, the lessons of the War of 1812 were not long remembered
and the army of 10,000 was ordered further reduced to 6,000. This force,
dissipated among dozens of small frontier posts and receiving liitle aid
or encouragement, improved itself as best it could by its own efforts and
meager resources. In 1826, Major General Edmund P. Gaines induced the
War Departmgnt to establish an infantry post at Jefferson Barracks, St.
Loﬁi;jﬁéggzggr the purpose of organizing an Infantry School of Instruction,
Here a large part of the infantry was assembled for training in the year
1826-27. Though the orighal plan had been to concentrate on the training
of the infantry soldier, it was soon found that the officer must be

trained first. During this period, then, we find the original Infantry
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Schobl devoted to the training of infaniry officers.

New Indian outbreaks.éoon forced the dispersal of the garrison to
numerous small posts on the frontier, The withdrawal of froops and
officers left the school without students and, although officially
praised by the Secretary of War for its outstanding work, it was closed
on November 24, 1828, Although its life was short and its training ele-
mentary, the Infantry School of Instruction was the first concrete ex-
pression of the hope for a special service school to teach the techn;que
and tactics of the infantry.

The next few decades of our military development, filled with a
succession of ptptty Indian wars and the Mexican adventure, did not provide
much opportunity for infantry improvement. Units were too scattered and
their energies too confined to tasks immediately before them to permit much
thought to be devoteé to the revival of the Jefferson Barracks experiment.
Nor ‘ﬁiithe period of the Civil War and the years that followed conducive
to a revival of the school idéa. ‘Military science found its only op-
portunities for development in the field with the troops themselves, The
idea of service schools was ridiculed asﬂimpractical and visionary.

Improvemenis among the troops in the field were continuous, although
slow., A steady stream of training literature flowed from the official
presses. A Manual of Bayonet Exercise, translated from the French by
Captain George B. McClellan, was printed "By Order of the War Department!
in 1852, Noteworthy among the earlier publications was that of Captain
Heth, 10th Infantry, which provided the first system of target practice
for the army and which was adopted by the War Department in 1858. This
was followed in 1860 by Rifle and Infantry Tactics and in 1861 by

Infantry Tactics for tha_;ggtruction'of The Infantry of the Line and Light
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Infantry Together with Bayonet Exercises. These works proved inadequate,

and in the attempt to secure uniformity of instruction and tactics
throughout the army, the Secretary of War ordered the adoption of
Brigadier General Silas Casey's Tactics in 1863, This was superseded in
1867 by the adoption of Brévet Majér Ge£eral Emory Upton's Tactics, which
was sald to be the greatest éingle advance in infantry training since

the original regulations of Von Steuben,

Marksmanship was also receiving its share of attention during this
period. In 1872 there appeared Wingate's Manual of Rifle Practice, the
work of an officer of the New York Militia, The first complete systematic
course of instruction in rifle mafksmaﬁship was inaugurated in 1879, Drill
regulations were again revised in 1891 and still again in 1896, In the
latter year, a board of infantry officers produced a new manual of firing
regulations for the recently-adopted magazine rifle,

In the meantime, a school of Application for Infantry and Cavalry
was established at Fort Leavenworth in 1881, The influence of military
development in Europe, particularly in Germany and France, is noticeable
in the founding of this school. The course of instruction was primitive
and elementary, but, nevertheless, it did provide the first formal military
education available for many of the officers in the army. The prescribed
coﬁrse was to last two years. During the first yeaf, the students were to
learn "correct reading aloud, with ca;e and pfecision with proper accent
and pauses, to be heard and understoo&; writing, a plain hand easy to read,
designed for the use of the party receiving, and not an exhibition of haste

and negligence of the writer, especially the signature." To these were



added grammar, arithmetie, geometry, trigonometry, and history. During
the second year, the studenﬁs concentrated on purely military subjects,
including signaling, field fortifications, outposts, international léw,
military law, and military operations.

From its elementary beginnings, the school at Leavenworth gradually
assumed a role equivalent to the staff colleges of the European powers,
‘A second iﬁstitution was added to the slowly growing system of staff and
service schools in 1892 with the establishment of a school for cavalry
and field artillery officers at Fort Riley, Kansas. This was later divided
into two separate schools, with the cavalry school at Fort Riley, and the
field artillery school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. The knowledge of the use
of the cavalry and artillery arms was making rapid progress, and the esprit
of both had become the envy of the infantry,

Yet the largest and most important of all arms of the service had
no school, Long after the conclusion of the Spanish—ﬁmeriéan War and the
Philippine Insurrection, the infantry remained under their shadows in the
development of its tactical doctrine., Perfection in close order drill,
individual known-distance marksmanship, the mechanical deployment and
advance of skirmish lines, and a smattering of patrolling, were the criteria
of "good" infantry. The machine gun, which was occasionally used during
the Civil War and had proved to be of value in the Franco-Prussian War,
was still a visiéﬂgfy weapon of the future.

Every officer, regardless of arm, felt qualified to command infantry
in battle, but other arms were considered so technical and complex that
the infantry officer could not comprehend them. It is no wonder that

the esprit of the infantry was lower than that of the other arms and that
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the knowledge of tactics was markedly deficient among infantry officers.
Despite the low state to which the infantry had fallen, the voices
of those who cried out in protest against this apathy and pleaded for
the establishment of an infantry.school, had been ignored for almost a
century., Not until 1907, when the School of Musketry was established
at the Presidio of Monterey, Caiifornia, was the first step taken which

eventually led to the creation of The Infantry School and its establighment

at Fort Benning,



CHAPTER III

The School of Musketry at The Presidio of Monterey, California

For eighty years after the infantry's fifst experiment at Jefferson
Barracks, Missouri, in 1827, the pleas of the few persons who perceived the
need for a permanent central school for the infantry had been in vain.
During the latter part of the nineteenth century, and in the early yeérs
of the twentieth, the views of those officers who were advocating such an
establishment were expressed in reports and in service publications.

Their recommendations fell on deaf ears‘and made little impression on the
army as a whole, and even less on the infantry itself. The attitude of the
majority of the officers of the army, and particularly of the infantry,
seemed to reflect the great American illusion that the prowess of our
frontiersmen with the rifle gave to the United States a natural superiority
over foreign countries, Unfortunately, the improvement in American merks-
manship that accompanied the improvement in the ‘service rifle fell off

as urban centers began to displace the frontier and the farm as the
principal source of army recruits.

The decline of rifle marksmanship in the Pacific Division, which
included all troops in California, Washington, and Oregon,‘became a matter
of grave concern to Major General Arthur MacArthur, who comménded the
division from January 15, 1904 to June 30, 1907. Captain Frank L. Winn,
aide-de-camp to General MacArthur, and inspector of small-arms practice of
the Pacific Division, noted that "target practice was in a bad way. There

were no target ranges. The fine individual marksmenship, for which the
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army was famous prior to the Spanish-American War, was in danger of being
lost to the service.® 7

To remedy this condition, Captain Winn was given the task of locating
new ranges and improving existing ones, and of finding instructors for an
intensive course of marksmanship which General MacArthur intended to intro-
duce., "From this idea," said Captain Winn, "the plan developed into a
scheool of experiment and theory in the use of the rifle in battle and of
improveﬁent, by testing, in fhe fiflé itself.® On the basis of a pre-
liminary study, Captain Winn ﬁrepared a report outlining the features and
organization of the proposed program, and this, after General MacArthur had
secured the approval of the War Department, became the basis of Genéral
Orders No., 4, Pacific Division, February 21, 1907, which formally established
the School of Musketry, Pacific Division, at the Presidio of Monterey,
California.

The immediate object of the school was to raise the standards of
marksmanship of the Pacific Division by giving to "selected officers and
enlisted men a higher degree of theoretical and practical instruction in
the use of small arms than it is practicable to obtain at posts, with
a view to making them better instructors and thereby increasing the fire
efficiency of the organizations to which they belong.® The importance
of.this‘training was stressed by General MacArthur when he said that "the
progressive development of mechanical skill has operated to produce such
perfection in firearms that dexterity in the use of ballistic weapons has
become the main element of battle., In other words, superiority of fire is
now the first tactical principle, without which an army in the field may

fail to accomplish decisive results even when inspired by energy and courage,
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directed with ability and supported by the enthusiasm of the entire nation."
Although small-caliber, high-powered rifles had been in the hands
of the infantry for many years, neither the limitations nor possibilities
of these weapons, nor their influence on the evolution of infantry tac-
tics, had been effectively explored. Into this relatively unknown field
General MacArthur intended to probe, for his order states that "in the
evolution of the school the scope of the work may take a wider range and
include all subjects connected with small arms, ammunition and tactics."
As an instructional unit, tﬁe School of Musketry was to be autono- -
mous within certain limitations, but as its personnel formed an integral
part of the garrison, its administration, defined by special instructions
from the hesdquarters of the division, was delegated to the post com-
mander of the Presidio of Monterey. The school staff was to consist of
an officer in charge and an assistant instructor, who was also to act
as secretary of the school. The school troops were to consist of one
company of infantry from each of the two departments of the division,
- and & machine-gun platoon. The student body, which was to be renewed
quarterly, was to include two officers from each regiment of infantry,
cavelry, and field artillery within the division; one enlisted man from
each company, troop, and battery; and such additional officers and enlisted
men as should be selected by the division commander.

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Garrard, l4th Cavalry, was appointed
officer in charge and principal instrﬁctor of the school, and Captain
Frederick G, Stritzinger, Jr., 22d Infantry, assistant instructor and
secretary. Company E, 14th Infantry, and the machine-gun platoon of

Company C, 22d Infantry, were selected as the school troops and arrived at
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lionterey about March 25th. The school was directed to prepare programs of
instruction and to be in reaéiness for the first class by April 1, 1907.

- At its opening, the school's curriculum provided for an intensiﬁe
course in the theory and practice of the uaé of the rifle, revolver, and
machine gun., The practical course for the rifle aﬁd revolver began with
all classes firing at all of the ranges prescribed by the then existing
regulations. This was followed by extensive experimental firing, which
was one of the main elements of the course. The purpose of the latter
firing was to develop a course in field firing, The ammunition allowances
were most liberal, even for experimental work, with 1,000 rounds for the
rifle and 500 rounds for the revolvey/provided for each officer and en-
listed man, The theoretical training was to consist of a thorough study
of existing small-arms firing regulations, a study of small-arms ballistiecs,
and their relation to tactics, fire control and discipline, supply of
ammunition in battle, and a limited study of the small arms of foreign
nations, Lectures and recitations from approved textbooks supplemented
this course.

In addition to the work with the rifle and the revolver, a special
course was devised for the study of the technigue of fire and tactical use of
machine guns. Like the other courses, it included both theoretical and
practical work, and had appropriate ammunition allowances.,

As provided for in the general order, the school opened on April 1,
1907. The course began with preparatory training for and firing on the
known-distance range., Since General MacArthur's order had particularly
emphasized the importance of target practice in individual training, this

phase of the instruction was carried out with an unprecedented attention
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to detail, and every'effoft mes made to develop each student to his maximum
capacity as a marksman and as a potential instructor of marksmanship. The
coach-and-pupil method of instruction was adopted, and its success was so
evident that it has since become one of the basic méthoeds of owr military
instruction.

With the completion of the known-distance firing of the rifle and
revolver, work was begun with the machine gun., This consisted of a
study of the nomenclature, functioning; and firing of the Vickers-Maxim
machine gun, which had been newly purchaéed for this purpose, and the
study of the nomenclature and use of the pack outfit by which the gun was
transported.

The last part cf‘the course was devoted to the development of field
firing exercises, In this work, tacties and fife were combined for the first
time in a regularly prescribed course., The development of an effective
field firing course progressed so rapidly that it was made the subject
of a special report in October, 1907, and later was incorporated into the
small-arms firiﬁg regulations,

On June 30, 1907, when the Pacific Division was discontinued and
General MacArtnur was transferred elsewhere, the School of Musketry be-
came & departmental school. For a time,attendance at the school was re-
stricted to members of regiments in the Department of California, which
included the Hawaiian Islands, but a short time later, members of organi-
zations in the Department of the Columbia, exclusive of Alaska, were again
permitted to attend. A change in commandants of the school occurred in

the same year, when Major George W. McIver, 20th Infantry, replaced Colonel

Garyard.
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The work of the school was of such a high order and had attracted

so much attention, that highér officers gradually came to the realization

that a similar school on a national scale would be of tremendous advantage. -

On January 25, 1910, the War Department requested a draft of a set of
regulations for a musketry school to be established at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.
In September of the same year, Major McIver was ordered to Fort Sill for
the purpose of reporting upon its suitability as a location for a national
school of musketry. Inquiries were also being made at Fort Leavenworth
to determine the suitability of the latter post for the same purpose,

On July 1, 1911, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel W, Miller, 25th
Infantry, succeeded Major lMcIver in command of the school, and continued
the search for an adequéte location for a new school. On the basis of
many inspection trips; he strongly recommended Whipple Barracks, at
Prescott, Arizona, as the most advantageous site. The War Department,
however, had tentatively selected Fort Sill as the permanent location
of the school, principally because of its central geographical location,
~and also because the artillery school of fire was located there,

The decision was finally made and the order for the discontinuance
of the School of Musketry at the Presidio of Monterey and the transfer of
its personnel, equipment, and records to Fort Sill issued on December 19,
1912, Colonel Miller inaugurated the move in January, 1915;

The contribution of the School of Musketry at Monterey was not
so much in the number of officers and men who were trained there, for the
. average class included only 8 officers and 75 enlisted men, but rather
in the experiments and new doctrines which it fostered, and which were to

make a profound impression upon the future training of the army.
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The lack of effective training during that period is commented on by
Lieutenant Colonel William P. Evans, a general staff officer, who wrote
that:

The organization of this school is the most hopeful

sign of a practical awakening that we have given in years

«+.+ We ought to look at facts squarely in the face. "Know

thyself" was the Greek estimation of the summit of wisdom.

It is wrong to deceive others; to deceive ourselves concern-

ing matters of vital importance is both stupid and criminsl,

Here we are--we are prepared to, and probably can shoot the

best match in the world, in school or parlor shooting at

bull!s-eye targets and known distances, but in everything

that concerns the practical instruction and training of our

infantry for shooting under service (battle) conditions, we

have been asleep on the trail of military progress for twenty

years, while our neighbors have been as busy as hunting dogs

on the first day of the open season.

One of the school's main objectives was to raise the standards of
marksmanship of the troops in the department and division. The results
of its efforts in this direction were noticeable within the year following
the founding of the school, during which the standard of firing profi-
ciency. in the Department of California was increased by seventeen percent.
"7t is further significant," wrote Major General Thomas H, Barry in his
annual report as commander of the Department of California, "that regiments
most closely associated with this school are among the leaders, and this
department has stood first in target practice for the two years, 1908 and
1909." During the progress and evolution of the school, the course on
target shooting, though still of primary importance in the training of
the individual, was gradually forced into the background by the extensi on

of research into other fields, and was finally omitted from the curriculum,
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Among the taéks assigned to the school was that of developing
a system of field firing. The problem was not an easy one, for the army
had never made an adequate study of fire tactics and the only sources of
" information on the subject were foreign, The old formal exercises at
known distances were of little or no value in the development of the new
idea, In the field firing methods evolved by the school, maneuver and
fire iere combined in problems which tested the skill and leadership of
commanders as well as the marksmanship and discipline of the men., Prin-
ciples for field firing were deveioped, and a great amount of valuable
ballistic data, including tables of probabilities of hits, and lateral
and vertical dispersions, compiled as a result of extensive experi-
ments.

A second major contribution of the school was its experimental
work with the tacticai use and unit organization of the machine gun.
Tests were made of the Vickers-Maxim, the Gatling, and the Benet-Mercier
machine guns. Although the Vickers-Maxim, a British gun, was the most
accurate and was the gun used in the majority of all tests and experiments,
its extreme weight, 800 pounds with all equipment, limited its usefulness,
The Benet-Mercier air-cooled machine gun, of French manufacture, was
finally adopted and continued in use until replaced in 1918 by the Browning.
This latter gun was a product of the genius of John Moses Browning, one
of America's outstanding inventors in the field of fire arms.

In tactical tests, indirect machine-gun fire was employed against
targets on reverse slopes, "canopy fire" was delivered over the heads of

advancing infantry, and antiaircraft fire at kites, to simulate airplanes,

P



experimented with. Although frowned upon by the more conservative elements
of the army, there is 1little doubt that these early experiments were of

great value in accelerating the training of machine gunners during the

First World War,
Although its life was relatively short, and the total number of

students enrolled was not large, the school of musketry had a lasting
and beneficial influence on the army. Its value cannot be measured by
the number of its graduates, but rather by the impetus which it gave to

standardizing and improving infanfry training,
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CHAPTER IV
The School of Musketry and The Infantry School

of Arms at Fort Sill, Oklshoma.

The transfer of the School of Musketry to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and
its new status as ﬁ national service school, sponsored by the War Depart-
ment, appeared to present a favorable opportuﬁity for further developing
and increasing the scope of usefulness of the institution. Fort Sill,
with its 54,000 acres of military reservation, seemed to assure ample
firing and maneuver areas, and tﬁe existence at the same post of the
School of Fire for Artillery also seemed to assure the utmost in co-
operation between the Fieid Artillery and the Infantry, But at the very
moment of seeming success, all hopes and plans for the immediate future
were brought to a sudden close. |

The school staff had hardly reached Fort Sill early in 1913, when
an acute crisis developed on the border between Mexico and the United
States, To meet the situation, a large proportion of all combat
troops of the regular army within the United States was ordered to
concentrate at Texas City and Galveston to form the 2d Division. Among
the troops included in this order was thé Fort Sill battalion of the 19th
Infantry which had been selected as £he demonstration unit of the School
of Musketry., The concentration of large mumbers of troops on the border,
including the Fort Sill school battalion,(made it necessary for the War
Department to postpone sending students to the new School of Musketry.

It was hoped that the suspension of the gctivitiea of the school would be

temporary, but the Mexican crisis took on a gravef aspect day by day. On
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February 17, 1913, Colonel G, W. Miller, the commandant, was placed on
detached duty and ordered to Galveston. The remainder of the school
personnel, except for Lieutenant W. C. Short, secretary, Lieutenant R, W.
Sears, ordnance officer, and four enlisted men, returned to their various
regiments. The school now existed in name only.

The Waer Department, however, had no intention of permitting its
newly established service school to disappear. Paragraph 458 of Army
Regulations was amended on §;£?5, 1913, to include the School of Musketry
among the recognized service institutions. In the same year, on June 9,
Bulletin 19 announced that the school would be officially known as the
School of Musketry and wouid be administered as a part of the command of
Fort Sill.

Colonel Miller returned to Fort Sill late in June and was soon orﬁeré&
by the War Department to proceed to Europe to inspect similar schools
7there. He submitted his report in October, 1914, together with a draft
of regulations for the school at Fort Sill. The course which he proposed
dealt almost entirely with the technique of weapons and did not include
the study of tactics or other subject matter.

The suspension of school activities during 1913 and 1914 was not
intended to be permanent. A favorable opportunity to resume instruction
eventually developed in connection with the return of the Vera Cruz
expedition in November, 1914. The supporters of the school became active
at once, and presented to the War Department arguments concerning the
advisability of reopening the school without delay. Captain H. E,

Eames, president of the musketry board of the 5th Brigade at Galveston,

wrote to Major G, B. Duncan, of the general staff, urging the revival
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Fort Sill, Oklahome
(From an old photograph)



of the school, and Lieutenant Short, secretary of the School, urged his
views on Major C. S. Farnsworth at Washington.

On January 28, 1915, Colonel R. M. Blatchford was appointed comman-
dant, and Captain Eames assistant commandant the following month, Colonel
Blatchford went at once ﬁo Fort Sil1, while Captain Eames was placed on
temporary duty with the war-plans division of the general staff to prepare
a draft of new regulations for the school. The first class of 137 non-
commissioned officers began their work on February 20, 1915.

The new regulations, drawn ﬁp by Captain Eames on the basis of
Major General Leonard Wood's recommendations, were published by the War
Department in General Order No. 28, 1915, It stated that the purpose of
the school was "to train officers for their important duties as fire
leaders in battle and to providé trained instructors for regimental schools
of practical musketry."

The personnel of the schocl was to consist of a commandant, an assis=-
tant commandant, a secretary, a statistical officer, a range officer, an
ordnance officer, departmental directors, and instructors. The directors
were to be assigned to the two departments of the school, the department
of small arms and the department of machine guns, The number of instruc-
tors was not stipulated, probably in order to permit an increase in the
faculty if the development of the schéggzﬁike it necessary.

In addition to instructors and administrative personnel, provision
was made for a school detachment of enlisted men and civilians to assist
in the instruction, administration, and maintenance at the school. The
assignment of an organization of specialists to the exclusive control of

the School of Musketry was a definite improvement which has been continued



in successive schools to the present day.?

School troops were to consist of reéular organizations assigned
to the school to perform guard, fatigue, demonstrations, and othgr duties.
The troops used for demonstration purposes were to 5e trained under the
orders of the commandant of the school rather than under the heads of their
own respective arms of the service.

The school was to offer six different courses to its student bedy,
as follows:

1. Field officers of infantry and cavalry (small arms and machine guns).

2. Captains and 1lst Lieutenants of infantry.

and cavalry (small arms).

3. Lieutenants of infantry and cavalry (machine guns).

4., Noncommissioned officers of infantry and cavalry (small arﬁs).

5, Noncommissioned officers of infantry and cavalry (machine guns).

6. An observation course for general, field, and staff officers

not belonging to the infantry or cavalry.

Outstanding as was the new school, there were some very noticeable
omissions in the order défining its activities, It failed ﬁo'provide for
tactical instruction other than the elementary and fragmentary tactical
situations contained in field firing exercises, thus emphasizing the army's
lack of understanding, even as late as 1915, of the necessity for a school
for the tactical training of infantry officers. In addition, the school :
was not an infantry school, but a school for both infantry am éavalry. :
This was an improvement over the original School of Musketry at the
Presidio of Monterey, which was open to all troops equipped with small

arms, but was still a long way from a school for the specific training of

officers and men in infantry technique and tactics.
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During the latter half of 1915, work progressed in the organization
of the school and in the training of the school detachment. An experi-
mental class, composed of the nonéommissioned officers of the school
detachment, was opened in tﬁe fall of 1915 to test the new curriculum and
to train these noncommissioned officers as assistant instructors. But
again, the development of the ‘school was interrupted by factors outside
of its control. Although it was ready to receive classes, conditions
on the Mexican border were so uncertain that active units were unable or
unwilling to release officers for training, A group of 137 noncommissioned
officers was ordered to Fort Sill on February 20, 1916, for that purpose,
but even these were recalled to their units prior to the completion of the
course, and all instruction at the school was suspended.

Regular classes were not held again until February, 1917. The
intervening time was used to perfect personnel in the methods and con-
tent of instruction, and the revision of the school texts, The World
War was by this time well within its third year, and the lessons of
actual combat were beginning to filter back to this country. The
school's instructional material was now carefully revised to take these
lessons into account.

On February 6, 1917, a new class of noncommissioned officers was
ordered to the School of Musketry for a sixteen-week course which was
to be devoted primarily to the study of machine guns, This class
totaled 150 men, all sergeants, and was divided into four sections, with
each section studying exclusively one gun, the Lewis, Benet-Mercier,
Maxim, or Vickers. Each section fired a long series of problems, as well

as engaging in the study of functioning and ballistics., There were also com-
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This building was Infantry School Headquarters,
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, from 1913 to 1917.



plementary courses in signal communication, grenades, reconnaissence, and
the use of instruments.

In the spring of 1917, a class of National Guard field officers com-
pleted a course of instruction. This class was given theoretical and
practical work in infantry tactics and technique beginning with the in-
dividual soldier and including the squad, section, platoon, and company.
Special attention was given to direction'and control of rifle fire to
include the platoon., The students were given instruction also in the
firing of the Maxim, Vickers, Colﬁ, Lewis, and Benet-Mercier machine guns.
Squads of the class rotated from gun to gun, firing problems and demonstra-
tions in direct and indirect fire, Field artillery technique was uéed and
adapted to the machine gun.

While these classes were in prdgress,'war with Germany was declared,
Colonel Blatchford, the commandant, immediately inquir;d of the War Depart-
ment what was expected of the school during the war. The reply stated that
the School of Musketry would be used to train compétent instructors on the
basis of one for each regular infantry and cavalry regiment, and also
would be expected to train an undetermined number of National Guar@ and
reserve officersakﬁThe courses for enlisted personnel were to be suspended
following the graduation of the class then undergoing instruction.

On July 23, the War Department officially informed the commandant
that the school was to be reorganized into The Infantry School of Arms.

The change in the status of the school, inherent in the new name, meant
that for the first time the Infantry was to have a separate school devoted

to the trainimg of its own personnel. In addition, it was a recognition
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| of the fact that infantry arms were rapidly developing and muitiplying
and that the rifle no longer could be considered as the basis for the
naeme of a service school. The Infantry, at last, had'attained mafurity,
a status equal in rank to that of the other arms,

The Infantry School of Arms was to be organized into four major
divisions, to be known as the small-arms, machine-gun, engineer, and
gas-defense departments, All departmenis, except that of gas-defense,
were divided into several sections., The small-arms department, for
instance, had four sections - grenades, bayonet, musketry and pistol,
and automatic rifle, Imstruction in the one-pounder (37-mm gun, model
1916) was given by a separate section of the machine-gun department.
Students at the school were not to take a general course, but were to
concentrate on one specialty in order that they might act as instructors in
that weapon when they returned to their organ;zations. The gas-defense
department had no separate group, for the completion of its course was re-
quired of all students., With the exception of instruction in the machine-
gun, the courses were to last one month. Instruction in the machine gun
was to last two months.

Although the old School of Musketry was now almost completely trans-
formed in name, scope, and nature of instruction, further changes and
expansion in curriculum were being considered by the War Department. The
commandant was instructed to submit to The Adjutant General, by September
30, a plan for the establishment of two schools to take the place of the
Infantry School of Arms; one to be essentially a machine-gun school, and
the second a school of all other infantry arms, each capable of training

500 officers and 5,000 enlisted men per month,
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The first class of the new Infantry School of Arms assembled on
August 20, 1917. Classesdfollowed one another at regular intervals
during the next year; except for the two-month machine-gun course, all
.lasted a single month, During July, 1918, the officers commissioned
in the infantry and cavalry from the United States Military Academy
class of 1919 (graduated in June 1918) were sent to the school for a
composite course, Upon graduation, fifteen members of this class were
retained as instructors and the remainder sent to various regiments.

During the fall of 1917, the first of several foreign military
missions arrived to supplement the corps éf instructors. These missions,
composed of officers and noncommissioned officers of the British, French,
and Canadian armies, were experts in one or aﬁother of the various
specialties taught by the school. Except for an occasional lecture to
the student body during one of the evening periods, the members of the
missions acted as advisors and instructors of the American faculty of
the school. The French worked primearily with the instructors in grenades,
one pounders, and field fortifications; the Canadians with the in- .
structors in mortars; and the British with the instructors in the machine
gun, automatic weapons, and bayoﬁet. The work of the British with the
machine-gun and bayonet groups was particularly wvaluable, and resulted in
a marked improvement in those courses.

When the Infantry School of Arms was organized in compliance with
instructions of the War Department of July 23, 1917, it had been intended
to separate the machine-gun course from the Fort Sill institution and
establish a machine-gun school at some other location.\xThe ever increasing

congestion at Fort Sill and the demands of the army for more and more
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machine-gunners made some definite ﬁction imperative,

Early in May, 1918, orders were received from the War Department
directing that the machine-gun deﬁartment at Fort Sill be discontinued
in June and transferred as a unit to Camp Hancock, near Augusta, Georgia.
The new machine-gun school was to be a huge-center capable of training
20,000 to 30,000 men at one time,

The first class at the new school opened on June 17, 1918. As the
summer wore on, Camp Hancéck‘s importance in the general training scheme
of the army became so important that no officer replacements for machine-
gun units except graduates of the school were sent either to divisions in
the United States or overseas. The demand for trained personnel became
so great that it was finally necessary to institute night classes. The
British mission, which had been so helpful at Fort Sill, took an active
part in the instruction of these classes, and its work during this period
of great stress received the highest praise from the American officers
directing the school.

Meanwhile, although the war had been going on for a year, the Infantry
School of Arms at Fort Sill did not as yet include a course in rifle marks-
manship, The rifle training of the troops sent to France had been found
to be unsatisfactory and General Pershing requested the War Department
to remedy this condition. The lack of adequate ranges and the generally
crowded conditions at Fort Sill prevented the establishment of an adequate
marksmanship course there., It was therefore decided to establish a
new Small-arms Firing School at Camp Perry, Chio, yhich probably had the

finest target ranges in America. This school opened on June 10, 1918,



undegfgbmmand of Colonel M. C., Mumma, Cavalry, and was staffed primarily
by civilian rifle experts. A student body of approximately 1,200 was
graduated monthly, and in all some 6,000 officers were trained there.
The object of the training was to develop competent igstructors in
marksmanship, :

Even the transfer of the machine-gun school at Camp Hancock and the
establishment of the'small-arma school at Camp Perry instead of Fort Sill
did not sufficiently relieve the congestion at the latter post. To correct
this situation, the transfer of the Infantry School of Arms to another
location was considered mandatory. On May 27, 1918, aiboard of officers
was appointed "for the purpose of selecting a site for the Infantry School
of Arms and formulating plans wherebj the school may be moved to its new
site with the least interruption of its functions."

On September 18, 1918, the War Department ordered that the Infantry
School of Arms, with all personnei, property, and equipment be transferred
to Columbus, Georgia, by October 1. At about the same time, similar orders
were issued to the Small-arms Firing School Qt Camp Perry. This move ended

the Fort Sill period of the school.
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CHAPTER V
The First Establishment of Camp Benning
1918-1919

The establishment of The Infantry School at Camp Benning has been
called a miracle, the bringing to pass of the impossible, the living
presence of something that could not happen. The early history of
organized training for infantry officers. shows that almosf every time a
school began to function with some degree of efficiency and to operate as
t;:;:EG whe first outlined its scope had planned, a war broke out and it was
necessary to suspend a part, if not all, of the schcol's activities. The |
establishment of The Infantry School at Camp Benning followed this
pattern in reverse. It was the armistice, not the outbresk, of World War
I, that called a halt in the constrggtion of what was to be the largest
and most complete infantry school in the world.

Immediately prior to the establishment of The Infantry School at
Camp Benning, there were American infantry schools both (S this ol
and in France. There was a School of Small Arms at Fort Sill, Okleshoma,
which was also the location of the Artillery School, and there were two
smaller 5:;::;:::ﬁt of The Infantry School in other camps in this country.
In France, 14 army schools had been created in and near Langres for the
training of general staff officers and instructors for corps schools,
These officers were indoctrinated according to the fundamental idea of
American combat methods., But the casualty figures of the infantry as
compared with those of other arms proved that the total instruction given

to infantry officers before and during the war was "too little and too late."



While the war was in progress, it was clearly apparent that the army
. must have an infantry school at which officers and, through them, enlisted
men, would receive the training recommended by General Pershing in his
famous cable to the War Department on October 21, 1917:

Recommend that instruction of divisions in the United

States be conducted with a view to developing the soldiers.

physically and in knowledge of sanitation, inculcating high

standards of discipline, producing superior marksmanship both

on the range and in field firing exercises in large bodies.

Close adherence is urged to the central idea that the es-

sential principles of war have not changed, that the rifle

and bayonet are still the supreme weapons of the infantry

soldier, and that the ultimate success of the Army depends

upon their proper use in open warfare.

At that time, however, adequate facilities for imparting such training
were not yet in existence. The commander of the AEF was not the only one
who recognized the need for an infantry school. While doughboys of the
23d Infantry (3d Brigade, 2d Division) were involved in trench warfare
in its most highly developed state in the sector just south of Verdun
(Merch 17, 1918 to May, 1918); while they were blocking the road from
Chateau - Thierry to Paris (June, 1918) and assuming the offensive to
take the Bois de Belleau and the Bois de la Roche; while they were breaking
the German line on the other side of the Foret de Retz (July, 1918),
training in between times in the open under shellfire dn=fssesing-weathem
to give inexperienced replacements the knowledge they must possess; in
short, while they were passing through every phase of World War I warfare
from rencontres in the open fields to temporary stabilization after suc-

cessful assault, their Commander, Lt. Col. Paul B, Malone, was reaching

this conclusion, which was made known to our War Department in Washingtons

7
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The great outstanding lesson for the future is

this: Success on the field of battle without sacrifical

losses is possible only by close adherence to a funda-

mentally correct doctrine of combat carefully taught at

centers of instruction of sufficient extent and diversity

to permit all the lessons of war tc be illustrated in

extensive maneuvers of all arms of the service working in

harmony with the doctrine; and losses of American lives in

action will bear a close but inverse ratio to the extent to

which training of infantry in time of pesce is given to the

leaders of infantry units,

The constructicn of another Infantry Schoecl of Arms had been under
serious consideration by the General Staff of the War Department since the
early spring of 1918, They thought of it, however, as a wartime project
made necessary by the overcrowding of Fort Sill, which was an artillery
school as well as an infantry school.‘ In the latter part of May, 1918,
as directed by Special Order #119, a board headed by Colonel H, E. Eames,'
Commandant of the Infantry School of Arms at Fort Sill, and consisting of

=
Lt. Col. Charles E, Reese, Infantry, Major Thomas 4. Lone,(égg;cf, and
Lieutenant George Van W. Pope, Infantry, instructors at this same school,
were sent to Columbus, Georgia, Fayetteville, North Carolina, Knoxville,
Tennessee, and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma to inspect prospective camp sites
for this new project.

Many estimates for construction of camps in various localities were
sent to the Secretary of War for approval, but the recommendations for
establishing The Infantry School near Columbus outweighed all other
recommendations, Some places, like Fort Keough, Montana; the Pole
Mountain Reservation, Wyoming; Fort Wingaete, New Mexico; and Camp Lewis,
Washington, were ruled out because they were too remote from centers of

population, too far from a center of military activities (which would in-

volve a high operating cost in transporting personnel and material), had
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unsuitable terrain.for the varied needs of infantry training, and would be
impractical for year-round use because of their severe winter climate.

Camp Bragg, Fort Knox, and Fort Sill were eliminated‘because they were
all artiilary posts and artillery training centers; then accommodating
six, nine, and three regiments of field artillery, respectively. There
was no room at any of them for The Infantry School. In fact, the reason
The Infantry School of Arms was looking for a new home in the first place
was as much because there was no longer room for it at Fort Sill as it
was that The Infantry School itself needed a large area wholly suited to
its own purposes. The field artillery was perfectly justified in demand-
ing the entire space at Fort Sill because, under the National Defense Act,
the artillery arm had been increased from six to twenty-one regiments.

This added field artillery strength necessitated the use of Camp
Bragg and Fort Knox as Artillery Training Centers, and although on
May 21, 1918, the Board of Officers headed by Colonel Eames had con-
sidered the site near Fayetteville, North Carolina, superior to any of the
other sites, they had also approved the site near Columbus, Georgia, in
case their first choice should prove impracticable., When the Secretary of
War approved the Fayetteville site for field artillery training, Columbus
became the logical site for The Infantry School.

The reasons for selecting the Columbus area were many and convincing.
The two principal considerations were diversified land and relatively
moderate climate. At the site near Columbus 250,000 acres were available,
an area which would permit a modern battle to be staged in all of its

successive phases, and the climate was not unbearable at any time through-
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out the year. The site near Columbus was chosen only after nine
separate military boards, seeking locations during the war for sites for
special work in their different branches of the service, had approved
this general location either as their first or second choic; for the site
which they were under orders to locate.

The citizens of Columbus were active in efforts to have a camp
located in the vicinity of their city during the war. Ever since early
in 1917, they had tried to induce the government to locate a training
camp of some sort near Columbus, Almost simultaneously with the
declaration of war with Germany in April, the Columbus Chamber of
Commerce, the local newspapers, and other groups of citizens inaugurated
a movement to bring a cantonment to Columbus.

About the middle of May, following the appearance of newspaper
‘statements that the Southeastern Department would be one of the most
important training areas, the Chamber of Commerce sent requests to
~ Washington and to Major General Leonard Wood - then in command of the
Southeastern Department, with headquarters at Charleston - to have
military representatives visit Columbus for the purpose of selecting a
sultable camp site near the city. A few days later, the Chamber of
Commerce sent a committee to Charleston to interview General Wood, and to
present to him certain information about Columbus which it had compiled.
This delegation was the first of a dozen or more which were dispatched
on similar errands to Washington, Atlanta, Charleston, and other places,

and whose activities continued sporadically during the remainder of the

year.
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After months of preliminary investigating and reporting on land
. suitable for the establishment of The Infantry School - which had over=-
flowed into Camp Perry, Ohio, and Camp Hancock, Georgia, from its
cramped, unhappy quarters as the now unwelcome guest at the Field
Artillery's Fort Sill - decision was finally made by the War Department
on September 12, 1918 to transfer all three sections of the school t§//"
to Camp Benning, Georgia.
Exactly two months before that order, (July 12, 1918) Majors Solomon
and Gibbs, Construction Division}had visited the area with orders to
select a building site for a cantonment for about 30,000 officers and men
which would be suitable for any one of the many schools for which the
vicinity of Columbus had been recomﬁended, or any combination of such schools.
After examining the site selected by the several other boards, and having in
mind economy of time and construction, as well as the necessities of the
schools, they selected a building site three miles east of-the city of
Columbus, and lying between two main railroad lines. No definite decision
as to what to build and where to put it had been made, however, when on
September 20, 1918, the Construction Division was notified that the
Infantry School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was under orders to move to Columbus
and that/the troops would probably arrive there on or about October 1st.
That was fairly short notice for Major J. Paul Jones, who had been
selected as Constructing Quartermaster of this new project, He was in
Washington working on the plans and estimates for the school when he was
notified by Lt. Col. Chamberlain, Chief of Section "A", that troops were
enroute to Golumbus, Georgia, and that, although no money allotment has been

made, and the project had not been formally approved by the Secretary of War,
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shelter and facilities must be arranged for the troops. Caring for a
number of troops without proper authority to expend money was a matter of
considerable concern, as it was estimated that it would take $100,000 to
construct the necessary mess halls, tent frames, latrines, bath houses, and
water supply installations for the 1,500 men, However, a civilian con-
struction company told Colonel Chamberlain that it would undertake the
construction of this temporary camp and wait for payment until proper
authorization had been obtained. This offer was accepted.

On September 21, 1918, the newly appointed constructing quartermaster
left Washington., He had wired the head of an Atlanta plumbing and electric
company to meet him on his arrival af Atlanta in order to take up the
matter of electric and water supply at the proposed camp and to save
valuable time in locating the necessary materials which were difficult to
secure during that period. When he arrived in Atlanta at noon on the 22nd,
Major Jones purchased a carload of pipe and materials, but the exact size
and quantity needed could only be vaguely estimated, as neither the exact
location of the camp nor any of the other requirements were known to him
at that time, and only meager information of the city of Columbus was ob-
tainable. In the afternoon, while he was rushing around Atlanta locating
materials and wiring all Columbus lumber merchants to meet him in their
city that night, the only local train to Columbus pulled out - an indieca-
tion of some of the troubles that were shead of the harassed constructing
quartermaster. How he met them is indicated by the fact that he hired an
automobile and finished the trip in speed and style. The party arrived
in Columbus at 10:00 A.M., September 23, 1918, and at that moment Camp

Benning and The Infantry School emerged from the idea chrysallis and became

a working reality.
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Colonel Henry E. Eames
Commandant, The Infantry School
September 23, 1918 - April 22, 1919




Colonel Eames, who was in charge of the post, began immediately to
confer with Major Jones and lay plans for the camp. The situation was not
so bad as it had at first appeared to be, Instead of having to prepare for
1,200 men, it was necessery to prepare for only a few hundred who would
arrive in a week or ten days. The remainder would follow shortly there-
after. A tentative tent camp plan was drawn up and provision made for a
number of mess halls, latrines, bath houses, tent frames, etc., standard
Construction Division structures of that time being used throughout the
camp.

The lumber dealers were the first to receive consideration, after it
was realized that practically one million feet of lumber would be needed.
At first, they insisted upon $35.00 per thoussnd as their lowest price,
and stated that they could not meet the emergency price of $30.00 per
thousand which prevailed throughout the South on local purchases. However,
their desire for the business that an army post promised induced them to
meet the lower price, and as soon as this agreement had been reached, a
local lumber company was authorized to get all lumber possible immediately
and to arrenge for teams and trucks to start hauling the next morning.

The first few days of construction were full and difficult. Not
only was it necessary to secure materisl for the camp, but also the laborers
to build it, The press was a great help in this emergency. One newspaper
gave striking publicity to Major Jones' appeal for men and materials, and
requested that all citizens cooperate on the construction work of the
temporary camp so that it would be ready for troops as soon as possible.
Both the common and skilled labor pool had already been fairly well drained

of its workers who had been building various camps throughout the South,
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so it was no easy task to get together the five or six hundred men
required to complete this camp in time for the troops.

With the campaign to secure laborers begun, the immediate problem
to be sclved was not who was to build the camp, but where it would be
built. A site was finally selected and surveyed, and a topographical map
made of some 150,000 acres, which was at that time the estimated acreage for ‘
the school, It was decided that the temporary camp should be built near
the western boundary line of the area in order to carry on constructicn
without interfering with the operation of the school, as well as to keep‘
troops from interfering with the construction forces., The site chosen
contained about 84 acres and was situated on the Macon Road about three
miles from the heart of Columbus, and within less than a mile ffom the city
water supply, street car service, and other facilities.

The Chember of Commerce of Columbus arranged for a six months lease
on the chosen property, paying the owner $1,000. The government, however,
was to pay for all damage to existing buildings, the majority of which had
to be torn down. Colonel Eames, Major Jones end the owner, Mr. Alex Reid,
agreed upon a settlemen£ gf $2,000 for 211 damage which would accrue,
which amount was paid by the company supplying the lumber.

The engineer officer in charge had been given instructions‘to stake
out the camp immediately. Two survey parties completed this work by 9:00
AM,, and at 10:00 A.M. the laying of water mains up the Macon Road to the
temporery cemp site was commenced. The first load of lumber arrived at
the seme time with a crew of one hundred men who immediately started the

erection of the first mess hall. By noon, some two hundred men were on the

job.
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The entire city of Columbus organized through the ever-acti;e Chamber
of Commerce and other eivic organizations to help build the temporary camp.
They went out and rounded up laborers, and saw to it that all lumber and
mill orders from civilian sources were set aside and that ofders pertaining
to the camp were given priority.

The first Sunday on the job, the results of the newspaper appeals
became evident., Some 40 trucks were loaned to the Govermnment to haunl
lumber and materials to the camp site that day. Every man in the city of
Columbus who had a truck sent it to headquarters with the request that the
truck be worked as‘a pure donation, or at a very nominal rental, just |
enough to cover the pay of the driver. In many cases, the truck owners
themselves reported as drivers in order to help as much as possible. This
cooperation on the part of the citizens of Columbus was of great help to
the constructing quartermaster, who might otherwise have found it impossible
to secure the trucks, only a few being availsble for hire, The job pro-
ceeded rapidly, the AO trucks hauling on that Sundey some 400,000 feet of
lumber. On Monday abouf 600 men reported for work. The job then was as
far advanced as if it has been organized 30 or A0 days.

On September 25th, an expenditure of $100,000 was authorized "to
. provide accommodation for troops at Columbus, Georgia", Also, steel for
a four mile railroad had begun to arrive. This was for the semi-permanent
cantonment, which had not yet been authorized, but on which authoriza-

tion was expected daily, so steps had been taken by the
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Materials Procurement Branch of the Construction Division in Washington
" to have this steel rail on the site in order to avoid any delay after
proper suthorization.

After seven days, the construction officer notified the War Depart-
ment that the temporary camp was ready for troops., Roads had been builti,
electric lights installed in buildings, water mains laid, mess halls,
warehouses, and three hundred tent frames had been practically completed.
It was a construction record that was a source of extreme pride to the
staff and workmen.

Though the camp was reédy, troops did not arrive until a week later.
On October 6, a detachment of the Infantry School of Arms under command
of Captain Kindervater, arrived in Columbus, and, since they were only a
few hundred in number, were easily taken care of in one small section of
the camp.

¢ A few days after the completion of the temporary camp, a flag
raising was held on the site. An eldefly lady, Miss Anna Caroline

Benning, had been chosen to raise the first flag on this new camp.

Her father, General Henry Lewis Benning, of the Confederate forces in the
Civil War, was considered the most outstanding officer from this vicinity
during that war, and, in keeping with the spirit of complete union between
the North and South, it was thought fitting to name the new camp after him.
After the flag raising, the matter was taken up with Washington and the

name approved as Camp Benning.
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General Henry Lewis Benning

Reproduced from Kete Edwards! oil
peinting at The Infaniry School.




Plans for the cantonment had progressed far enough to determine
that a four mile railroad would have to be bullt., This branch line was
surveyed and located to join the Central of Georgia Railrocad about one-
half mile‘weat of Muscogee Junction, and the Southern Railway near the
depot ataggntian, Georgia. Railroad yards of 300 cars capacity were
surveyed and located about one mile from the Central of Georgia's main.
line, to serve the Quartermaster and other warehouses which were located
nearby.

By October 12, about one mile of this line had been graded and
practically 1,500 feet of track laid, The civilian constructors had some
200 mules at work grading, with two steam shovels enroute, the idea
being to push the railroad to completion, especially the yards, by the
time the camp plans were completed and approved.

During this time, the Infantry School of Arms had been reinforced
by the personnel of the School of Smell Arms, among which were officers
and enlisted men who had been with the school at Camp Perry, Ohio, and
who, because of their experience and ability with the service rifle, were
considered expert instructors in marksmanship, Upon their arrival,
Colonel Eames appointed a board of officers to locate an "A" range. This
range, with firing points located at 100, 200, 300, 500, 600, 800, and 1,000
yards from the target butts, necessitated a flat stretch of land contain-

ing approximately ten square miles, The board of officers went over the
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entire proposed reservation and failed to find a site suitable for an "A"
range, but turned in a recommendation on a site, owned by Mr. Arthur
Bussey, located nine miles south of Columbus on the Lumpkin Road just south
of Upatol Creek and east of the Chattahoochee River, The/further reported
this to be an ideal site, not only for the "A" range, but for the cantonment.
Their report so impressed Colonel Eames that he and Major Jones went over
the Bussey Plantation thoroughly. They found that, if a cantonment were
to be located at this site, it would require the construction of an eight-
mile railroad, an eight-mile transmission line for electric power, and a
four-mile telephone line., However, it was felt that the large tracts of
level ground already available for the many target ranges immediately
required would more than compensate for the time and effort spent in the
construction of utilities,

Colonel Eames, Major Solomon, and Major Jones immediately went to
Washington to present their ideas concerning the new camp site to officials
of the War Departmenf, who met with members of the Construction Division
on October 1l4th, It was then determined to change the location of the
cantonment from the site east of Columbus to the Bussey Plantation, nine
miles south of Columbus. Major Jones haa anticipated such a decision
and had ridden on horseback over the feasible railroad location between
the Central of Georgia Railroad and the Bussey Plantation, When the

conclusion to change the camp site was reached, he secured a geological



map of the Columbus quadrangle and sketched a preliminary railroad from the
Bussey Plantation connecting with the Central of Georgia Railroad one-half
mile south of their Columbus yard limit,

The civilian surveyors were instructed to survey this line and
the construction company to cease all work on the former cantonment site
and move their forces to the new railroad location. When Major Jones
returned from Washington, about October 16th, and went over the entire
location of this new line, he found that a line epproximating nine miles
would have to be built in order to reach the Bussey Plantation, that a
trestle of one-half mile in length would have to be built across the Upatoi
Creek, and that ultimately a concrete bridge would be necessary to span
this creek.

Owing to the ha§£e in which this line had to be constructed (con-
struction materials were then arriving), the Central of Georgia Railroad
manufactured a crossing frog to fit the Seaboard Airline's crossing with
the Government road. They further aided in expediting matters by putting
in a switeh and building their line to the Seaboard Airline's right-of-way.
The superintendent of the Seaboard delayed building somewhat by securing a

temporary injunction restraining the Constructing Quartermaster and the
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civilian construction company from placing a crossing frog on the Seaboard
Airline Railroad, The Constructing Quartermaster, with the assistance of
an attorney, was able to appear in court about four o'clock one morning
and show cause why this.injunction should be dissolved. Whether it was
his eloquence, the unﬁsual hour, or strictly the merits of the case that
determined the decision, the fact remains that Judge Howard dissolved

the restraining order. Within two hours after he had given his decision
on the case, the crossing was in place over the Seaboard Airline's tracks,
the first locomotive with steel rails and ties had crossed over, and laying
of steel on the newly built road bed had started in earnest. By this
time, the construction company had secured some 300 teams, and, with
various sﬁb-contractors, was working at different parts of the line with
scrapers, grading and preparing it for use.

A bridge crew was assigned to build the temporary trestle spanning
Upatoi Creek, and about 2,200 feet of temporary trestle was built from
timber in that vieinity. Sills, posts, caps, and braces were all made of
hewn timber. The only sawed timber necessary were the stringers and ties.
This method of construction saved enormous expense, &s well as much time,
since it was impossible to get sufficient piling and sawed material on
the ground in time to keep pace with the railroad construction.

A 300 car yard was laid out. neasr the Central of Georgia Railroad,
and as soon as three side tracks had been constructed, materials to be
used on other constrﬁction arrived. Fifteen days later, a siding was built
about two miles further south and material unloaded there,

Nine days before the Armistice, actual construction was started on

what many infantry officers dared to hope would be a permanent installation,

= 58 =



CHAPTER VI

Early Construction and Land Acquisition

The first layout plan for Camp Benning arrived about the 9th-of
November, The company which had been given the general contract was then on
the ground with a small organization; their first operations started on
November 2nd. While working on the Constructing Quartermaster's office
building, the construction crews also converted three large dairy barns on
the Bussey plantation into bunk houses, and another one into a kitchen for
the working forhes. A civilian expert in feeding and housing large numbers
of men was called into consultation, and given the task of laying out the
bunking and mess facilities for the 5,000 workmen who were expected to work
on the job.

Although construction had progressed at an unusually repid pace, the
camp was still in an embryonic stage. Several times since its inception,
the estimate as to its total cost had been changed. Originally, an
expenditure of $100,000 had been authorized to provide temporary accommoda-
tions; then, on October 9, 1918, $1,735,125 had been authorized for "con-
struction work in connection with the establishment of an Infantry School
of Arms bésed upoﬁ a personnel of 3,305 men," and on October 20, 1918, the
Assistant Secretary of War had approved a third expenditure of $9,119,875
for the "establishment of an Infantry School of Arms for a total of 25,000
men at Camp Benning, Columbus, Georgia."® This approval made the total estimated
cost of the project $11,198,000, of which amount an expenditure of $2,078,125
had already been authorized up to November 10, 1918,

Under date of October 19, 1918, the Assistant Secretary of War ap-
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proved an expenditure of $3,600,000 for the purchase of 115,000 acres

of land for the Camp Benning Reservation, and the same was authorized

by the Construction Division under date of November 7, 1918, under Project
Symbol No, 6022-3. Although there seemed to be plenty of money with which
to purchase land, the question of purchasing, leasing, or condemning it
was one of the thorniest gues¥tems with which the staff in charge of Camp
Benning had to deal. The most difficult problems were the changa in plans
and attitude of the land-owners, the attitude of the members of the

Senate Military Affairs Committee and the revision of plans by the War
Department itself between November 10, 1918, and November 12, 1918,

Lend acquisition at thet time came under the jurisdiction of the
staff of the Real Estate Section of the Purchase, Storage, and Traffic
Division of the War Department., On November 2, 1918, after the cantonment
site had been finally approved and the reservation lines determined, the
United States District Attorney in Atlanta started condemnation proceedings
against the entire 115,000 acres. By January 9, 1919, however, the War
Department had acquired only 2,217 acres of the 115,000 over which it had
assuﬁed control, For this land the Government had paid the owners $29,818.75.

The purchase system used by the govermnment caused much dissention
among the farmers, who, through the condemnation proceedings, had been
ordered to vacate and sell their lands. The Columbus Chamber of Commerce
and local business men offered their services and the offer was accepted to
some extent, It was-tquught, however, by the puréhasing officers that
they should individually appraise each tract and personally close all deals.

They then referred the entire matter to the War Department to have the
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purchase approved before the Disbursing Officer was ordered to pay for the
lands. This procedure made the farmers suspicious of ever getting their
money and they were afraid to trade with these northern strangers, especially
since many of them remembared with bitterness the stories of "carpetbaggers"
who had swarmed into the South after the Civil War. The fact was that

under the condemnation proceedings of November 2, 1918, the government

was legally allowed to take possession of all 115,000 acres of lan&, and
yet 2% was not bound to and did not pay for that land until titles had

been cleared and claims adjusted.

The clearing of titles was another source of irritation to the land
owners. The policy in practice by the Government provided that the land
should be condemned and appraised, and the owner had a choiCG}Of either
selling or bringing suit. Most of the farmers accepted this procedure
unquestioningly, but they balked when they discovered that one percent
of the purchase price was to be withheld for the title company which would
examine the title and guarantee it. The custom and the law of Georgia
was the reverse, Usually, the buyer, not the seller, paid to have the
title examined., Also, it was often the case that the land had been
continuously in the family with a straight title from the original deed
issued by the state, Naturally these owners looked at the transaction as
if they were being robbed of the one percent of the purchase price.

In November, the great event occurred which entirely changed the
outlock of many people toward Camp Benning. The condemnation proceedings
were just nine days old when the Armistice was signed. To most civilians

this meant that training camps were no longer necessary. Not only did
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many of the landowners feel that there was now no need for this land to be
taken from them to make space for a training camp but they were also backed
up by the Military Affairs Committée of the Senate in Washington, some
members of which flatly stated that they thought the camp should not have
been sterted in the first place., It was due to this attitude on the part
both of the eivilisns directly concerned and of the government which caused
the Military Affairs Committee to take drastic action and direct the
Secretary of War to order, oﬁ January 7, 1919, that construction on the
cemp be stopped and that Camp Benning be salvaged and abandoned,

Looking back on that order now it appears as only the first of many
blows aimed to kill the Benning project. At the time, however, it appeared
to be a final one. Colonel Eames immediately proceeded to Washington, and,
due to his prompt and skillful action, the camp was temporarily saved in
the last days of the January, 1919, as the result of a hearing before the
Senate Military Affairs Committee.

While the hearing was in progress, Major Jones stayed on the job
at Benning and interpreted the "salvage" part of his "salvage and abandon"
orders to mean "save", Since in his opinion the best way of "saving"
wooden buildings was to paint them, he proceeded to protect against the
winter weather the buildings already constructed.

In the meanwhile, at the beginning of this start, stop, and start
again construction period, troops had arrived at the camp. On Cctober 4,

a group of instructors arrived from Fort Sill. On October 5, the day
before the arrival of the first troops, Colonel Eames was officially ap-

pointed Commandant of the Post, and as such welcomed to Camp Benning on
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Camp Berning in January, 1919,



October 6, 1918 a group of 2 officers, 503 enlisted men and a medical
officer from Fort S111. They had left Fort Sill on Octcber 3 and arrived
at Camp Benning at 2:00 A.M, three days later. This transfer was in
response to the ordered removal of all the personnel, property, and
equipment of The Infantry School of Arms from the Artillery Training Center.

The Armistice, though it had an immediate effect upon the citizens'
and the government's ideas about the camp, seemed to cause no immediate
or direct changes in the army's plans for the organizatidn and construc~
tion of The Infantry School. Construction proceeded for almost 2 months
as rapidiy as the contractor's facilities permitted, and soon the first
class of students arrived for instruction, About 100 recent West Point
graduates were enrolled on December 2, 1918 and took up their studies
just as if nothing had happened.

Also, early in December, the citizens of Columbus who had worked
hardest for, and were still in favor of, the camp staged a public demonstra-
tion in celebration of the successful conclusion of their campaign to ob-
tain an army camp somewhere in their vieinity. At this affeir one of their
citizens who had lobbied for the camp for almost a year in Washington, was -
acclaimed as a successfui envoy who had accomplished the mission of ob-
taining what the community had wanted for a long time. The citizens'
gratitude was expressed by presenting to him a silver loving cup and $2,500,

It was, of course, a matter of general knowledge that the ending of
the war would ultimately affect conditions at Camp Benning. During the

Christmas holidays, the construction division of the War Department General
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Staff worked on a revision of the plans of the school on a peace-time
basis, and on December 26, the modified plans. which reduced the school's
capacity to 10,000 were completed. At the end of the year, the school
had two sites, but as yet no permanent home, and its personnel, which
consisted of approximately 125 officers and 1,200 men, was still occupying
the temporary camp east of Columbus.

Many of the local farmers who had been in favor of selling their
lands were now beginning to change their minds. The foremost antagonists
of the camp, however, were not the landowners or private citizens, but the
heads of local industrial concerns, who, it was said, feared that the
proximity of a military post would affect wage scales and disturb local
economic conditions. Dissension replaced concord, and partisan groups
split the community into opposing combinations. These sharp differences of
opinion found expression in the series of hearings on the subject which
the Senate Military Affairs Committee began early in 1919, Although at
first it seemed as if the opposition was winning - and they did indeed
win the first few rounds of this year-and-a-half long bitter struggle by
sﬁcceeding in having the Secretary of War order the project closed - the
final round ended in favor of those who supported The Infantry School.

Soon after the cessation order had halted construction at the camp,
Colonel Eames and Major Jones were called upon by the War Plans and

Construction Divisions of the General Staff to assist in preparing plans
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and estimates for a peace-time Infantry School with a personnel capacity
of 5,040 and an area of 98,000 acres, This work was completed, and the new
plans, the third reduction in strength and acreage of the camp since its
inception, were transmitted to the Operations Division on January 27. The
school, however, was still not functioning officially when, on February 22;
1919, the West Point Class, which had begun a short course of instruction
in December, became The Infantry School's first graduating class. VTheir
course had been almost identically the same as the one taught at Fort

S1LLC

March began as a harbinger of material progress, for on the 8th the
Assistant Secretary of War issued orders which directed the continuation of
the execution of the peace-time plan of the school. An expenditure of
$9,200,000 was authorized, of which $6,600,000 was for construction, and
the remainder for purchase of land, Thus, officially, the work of bullding
the camp was resumed, It had, in fact, never entirely stopped.

In March, 1919, the Secretary of War authorized the resumption of
acquisition of lands for the camp. Major Jones was placed in charge of
land acquisition and directed to procure the remainder of the land for the
98,000 acre reservation. The sum of $2,600,000 was set aside for the
purchase of the property,.

A different method of appraising the lands to be purchased and of
dealing with the owners was evolved by the new acquisition officer. First,

a map of the entire area of 98,000 acres was obtained. This was then
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divided into six sections, each covering approximately 16,000 acres.
Then, from tax and transfer records, the approximate value of the lands
shown in each of the six sections was determined anﬁ indicated on the map.
The map and the land valuations which it showed were then verified by a
committee of Columbus real estate dealers and representatives of the Chamber
of Commerce, Six boards of appraisal, one for each of the 16,000 acre
divisions of the reservation, were organized., The membership of each
board consisted of two civilians (a farmer, and a real estate dealer, when
possible) and an army officer who acted as chairman. An additional board,
the membership of which included a real estate dealer, a county tax com-
missioner, and Colonel Frank Keller, was organized as a board of review.
The appraisal boards operated by going over the land on foot in
company with the owner, Each member made his own appraisal of the land and
its improvements, and upon completing his estimates, turned them over to
the chairman of the board. Comparisons were then made and the appraisals
and purchase price recommended usually determined at once. If the ap-
praised value did not exceed the valuation shown on the map, the board made
a formal offer to the owner. If the offer was accepted, the owner was
requested to sign a written agreement to sell at the stipulated price.
Upon approval by the board of review, this agreement was regarded as a
contract which obligated the government to buy the property at the price
named., In this way, many transactions, with the exception of actual payment,

were completed on the spot. In case an appraisal board could not come to an
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agreement by discussion, a reinspection of the property generally led to
an agreement, It sometimes happened that a board would evaluate a piece
of property at a much higher rate than the maximum shown on the map.

In this case, another appraisal was made by a different board, and the
result was passed upon by the board of review. Although the civilian
members of the appraisal boards were paid ten dollars a day, it was
difficult to find farmers who were willing tovact as appraisers. Fear of
making enemies of their neighbors whose land they would have to appraise,
made most of the local farmers reluctant to serve on the boards. This
problem was solved by engaging farmers who lived at least ten miles away
from the lands they were to appraise.

With six boards operating, the acquisition of land proceeded at a
reasonably rapid pace, and by July 5, 1919, when the second shutdown order
became effective at Camp Benning, nearly eighty percent of the reservation
had been acquired and paid for by the government. At this time, the govern-
ment actually owned 76,417 acres of the reservation area, for which it had
paid the 200 farmer owners $2,558,974.20, Incidental expenses in connection
with surveying and appraisal, amounting to $34,435.33, brought the total
cost to $2,593,509.53. The remainder of the land, about 20,327 acres, was
divided almost equally between 50 owners who held government purchase con-
tracts and 50 who declined to accept the appraisals of their properties.
This was the Camp Benning land situation early in 1920 when the permanence of

the camp was assured by act of Congress.
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Captain Charles I. Bazire, Quartermaster Corps, took over the duties
of land acquisition officer on March 1, 1920. The land acquisition pro-
jeet had begun in haste and was carried on under pressure. It was not
unnatural, therefore, that there were discrepancies and omissions in the
process of acquiring the land. While the goverpment pursued its irresolute
policy of stopping and starting Camp Benning, local land values advanced,
contracts lapsed, and claims for numerous varieties of damages accumulated,
A series of court cases to settle these disputes lasted over a year.

During this time, a survey of the reservation's boundaries was made. Con-
crete monuments, each one of which was visible from another, were set up
on the nearly 70 miles of boundary lines,

Completion of unfinished title examinations added to the confusion;
in some cases, new heirs or owners were found who were not partigs to land
disposal contracts which had been drawn up. Uncertainty as to boundaries,
not only of some of the tracts within the reservation, but of the reservation
itself, caused no little trouble, Situations arose such as the discovery
within the reservation area of 28 panels of land previously overlooked,

This sort of thing created deficiencies in the land fund and consternation

in the office of the new land acquiéition officer., The last case was finally
settled in May, 1921, and The Infantry School came into legal possession of
the camp which it had occupied for two and a half years.

The area of the lands purchased was 97,244.76 acres., This included
about 350 acres which were purchased as a right of way for the railroad from

the reservation line to its junction with the railroad companies' lines.



The total cost of the land was $3,494,856.33, or an average of about $35

per acre,

While the acquisition of the land of the reservation was being carried
on, the school was functioning just as if it actually owned the land it was
occupying. On March 15, 1919, a new class of student officers was enrolled
for a three month course, and on March 23 the garrison was augmented by
the arrival of the 1st Battalion, 29th Infantry, from the demobilization
center at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

On April 3, the reunion of the school's various elements was completed
by the arrival of some 200 officers and enlisted men of the Camp Hancock
machine-gun center and their consolidation with the personnel of the school
on April 5, 1919. This detachment, which included two demonstration
machine-gun compenies, one animal-drawn and the other motorized, was ac-
companied by a number of officers, both instructors and students,

Colonel Eames concluded his labors as Commandant on April 22 upon
the arrival of his successor, Major General Charles S. Farnsworth, and

became executive officer of the school.
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CHAPIER VII

Early Living Conditions at The Infantry School

Funds to proceed with the construction of the permanent camp and to
I acquire the necessary land had been authorized, but a labor shortage held
up the actual work on the buildings and everything was in a state of
disorder, when, on June 17, 1919, the personnel of The Infantry School of
Arms was ordered to move to its new but unfinished home., This move was
part‘of a plan to save the school. It was thought that the presence of a
large class of student officers engaged in important studies would make

an interruption of the school's career less 1iﬁe1y, and might also help to
divert any sentiment favoring such a move. This is the explanation which
has been advanced to account for the decision to retain for an additional
three months course the class of officers which should have been graduated
on June 15,

The months of June and July saw a succession of curiously contradic-
tory orders which alternately granted carte-blanche authority to proceed
with the development of Camp Benning and summarily checked such activities,
One‘order, more emphatic and drastic in its terms than any which had pre-
viously interrupted Camp Benning's short career and which left no loophole
for evasion, was issued on July 1. It directed the cessation of all
construction work; prohibited the use of any materials, funds or labor in
furtherance of construction work of any kind; and ordered the cancellation
of all contracts, and the discharge of all workmen. By July 5, these in-
structions had been carried out, The camp was then about sixty percent

complete,
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It was not an orderly-looking sixty percent, however, Many of the
buildings were only partially finished, Heaps of unused materials lay hap-
hazardly about. Miles of ditches yawned for the unlaid pipes and sewers.
There was a profusion of litter everywhere. The departure of the workmen
left many buildings without water, sewage facilities, or lights -- left
them empty, in fact, except of people. About 250 officers, some of them
with families, and 1,500 enlisted men were living in these fantastic
surroundings and at the same time carrying on their respective duties as
instructors, students, and demonstration troops. In describing the
activities of those summer months, General Farnsworth said:

During thet period, no construction funds being

available, the infantry battalion then on duty with the

school, using materials on hand previous to June 30, 1919,

completed the sewer system, and many of the buildings begun

previous to July 1, 1919; installed plumbing in the build-

ings; graded the grounds near the buildings; repaired old,

and constructed new roads; built and operated a narrow-gauge

reilway several miles in length; and built target and ex-

perimental ranges. In the work of completing the sewer

system, the battalion was assisted by about 150 convicts

furnished by the officiels of Muscogee County, Georgia.

The problem of finding shelter for even the relatively small force
which moved into the camp in June was a serious one, and it became graver
‘as successive increments of officers, student officers and troops arrived.
As today, where the men went, their wives followed, Facilities in Columbus
were pitifully inadequate to take care of the housing shortage brought on
by their arrival. Rents rose to alarming proportions, based in many in-
stances upon the commutation of quarters received by the officer., To

make the situation more difficult, while cost of living increased, the

pay of many of the officers decreased. This was the period immediately
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after the war when promotions took a dizzying turn - when generals and colonels
became majors and captains, and lieutenant colonels became 1lst lieutenants.
With living costs abnormally high, the drop in pay accompanying the change

in rank meant a serious adjustment of living for army families.

Many weird housing accommodations were found. One family could look
through the knot holes in the floor of their quarters and see the landlord's
chickens housed underneath them. Another family lived in an apartment dis-
tributed through the house of the landlord. The living room was in one
corner of the lower floor; the bedroom on the second floor in another cormer;
the kitchen on the far corner of the same second floor, In order to
go from room to room of their apartment, they had to pass through the rooms
occupled by their landlord. Houses were considered furnished if they had
one frying pan and a.mixing spoon, a chair, a bed and a rickety table,

Providing accommodations for the troops of Benning was no less a pro-
blem for the officers than that of finding quarters for themselves., However,
the buildings in the troop area were nearing completion when the July
shutdown took place, Here were quartered, in Blocks 6 and 7, the school
detachment and the battalion of the 29th Infantry. The remainder of the
space in these two blocks was occupled in the late fall by a class of
student officers and a portion of the other two battalions of the 29th.
infantry. For the men of the latter units who could not be accommodated
in barracks, a tent camp was erected., This was the nucleus of the tent
camp which was to shelter troops for the next ten years. The barracks in
Block 5 were taken over by the school for classrooms, study halls, and

offices, as there were no other buildings available for these purposes,
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Camp headquarters was moved into the buildings formerly used by the
Constructing Quartermaster., The Station Hospital was still in spesce loaned
by the City Hospital in Columbus, nine miles away. Warehouse space was
also rented in the ci£y. The former Bussey home had become the residence
of the commandant, and a smaller house to the west of it, which also
belonged to the plantation group, that of the assistant commandant, The
two remaining houses of this group were assigned to members of the staff,
About ten other officers were permitted to live in some old farm buildings
on land to which the govermment had not yet acquired title. This permis-
sion was conditional upon their taking out fire insurance policies, at their
own expense, to protect the owners from possible loss before the transfer
of title took place. Later, two families were assigned to each of these
buildings, A few other small farm houses and shacks within a short
distance were assigned to noncommissioned officers.

Tents for single officers and officers whose families did not ac-
company them to Camp Benning, were pitched in the grove near the commandant's
quarters. Tent houses for a number of married officers were set up in
Blocks 16 and 40, and were known as "Squaw Camp." These consisted of three
or four wall tents placed end to end, and for which the quartermaster
provided wooden frames and floors., These tents were divided into rooms by
temporary and flimsy partitions; a really luxurious set consisted of a bed-
room, living room, and kitchen. Although it was not long before the more
ingenious and energetic of ficers were boarding up the tent tops and laying
tar papef roofs, no amount of ingenuity on the part of its occupants could

quarters
keep the tent homes from being very miserable/during the winter months.
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Officers Quarters--"Squaw Camp."



The tar paper roofs were uncertain things. Storms weakened them until they
legked like sieves. Many an army family slept under raincoats and umbrellas
during the heavy rains. The cold and damp came up through the cracks in the
floors, the wind maée itself af home in every room, and the mud and slush in
the ditches prepared for the sewerage system turned an ordinary hike from
the school to quarters into an oftentimes disastrous adventure.

These were man-size ditches, and there was no getting away from them.
A colonel, whose name would not be mentioned even if it had not been for-
gotten by the witnesses of an incident in which he was the sole, but quite
involuntary participant, qualified by a long lead as the angriest man in
Georgia, perhaps in the army, on the day the incident occurred. The open
. ditches, five or six feet in depth, criss-crossed the barracks area to provide
surface drainage. Even these were insufficient for drainage during heavy
rains, and at times, when they filled to overflowing, their exact location
was known only to the older inhabitants., The colonel was a newcomer, and
on this day it was raining heevily. "It was noon," relates one of the
spectators, "and the colonel seemed to be hungry, for he was walking briskly
toward the mess hall, Suddenly, so quickly that none of us saw just what
happened, he disappeared. His hat floated downstream, and we knew then that
he had walked into one of the ditches and had sunk, leaving hardly a trace
behind, You've heard the expression 'mad as a wet hen' -- that's nothing
compared with a wet colonel." Ifud and ditches were not only ever-present

actualities, they were also the subject for much horseplay and humor. In
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A Comparatively Small Ditch.



fect, jokes about the quantity and quality of the gooey stuff on Vibbert
Avenue becsme so numerocus that it was forbidden finally to print jokes on
the subject in the school paper, "The Infantry School News",

Crude as were the quarte?s, the wives of those days considered
themselves lucky to occupy them, for they were living on the post., Eligi-
bility fof such quarters was based on the size of the family., If there
were two children, the family was entitled to a tent house, If the family
was larger, it was assigned to the wooden shacks hastily erected by the labor
battelions.

The wives of the officers, living on the post, as well as the officers
themselves, took a special sort of pride in doing everything that could
possibly be done to give their homes a semblance of comfort and attractive-
ness, The wife of General Lloyd R. Fredendall was stationed here then, and
when she was asked how she liked living at Fort Benning, replied, "Like it!
I helped build it!" And in a manner of speaking, she did. There were no
pavements or paved roads of any kind at Benning in those days, and Nrs.
Fredendall got a little tired of ruining her shoes by walking in the mud
from home to various places, to say nothing of having the mud.tracked in
the house by children and thoughtless guests. So every time she or her
husband passed a place where a building was being put up they picked up a
broken brick or so and planted it in the mud leading to their house. Soon
they had a walk. Then they got newspapers and spread them thickly over the
floor of their tent house. Over these were tacked carefully pieces of tar

paper that had been thrown awey as waste by construction crews. After
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painting, shellacking and waxing the "floor" they had a proper place on which
to put their oriental rugs!

Almost the first building on the post was what was called the "Hop
Room", This was moved over in pieces from the old site and placed so as
to be convenient to the greatest number of people. During the spring and
summer of 1919, the Hop Room was probably the most popular place on the
post. The ladies made curtains for its windows and otherwise made it as
attractive as they could. The band of the 29th Infantry played there every
two weeks or so for a dance, which was attended by the officers and their
families, The babies were parked in carriages on the sheltered side of
the building, mosquito netting spread over them, and between dances the
parents would dash outside to check on the condition of their "carriage
trade". It was unthinkable to miss the dances, and yet unsafe to leave the
children in their tent homes because of the great danger of fire, Each
home was equipped with one of the old Sibley stoves whose indigestion is
still famous.

Another instance of the adaptability and ingenuity of the Benning
officers at that time is their making over of an old barn, which had been
used for the plantation calves, into the Officers' Mess Hall, by merely
cleaning and whitewashing it and putting in benches and tables. As a
matter of fact, it was extremely fortunate for the early occupants of the
post that the Bussey plantation had been cow-rich. Every one of the former
barns was used for some purpose. The resourcefulness of men faced with the
problem of setting up habitable buildings with a minimum of new material

turned the old stables, sheds, and barns into a theatre, a gymnasium, a
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printing plant, paint and plumbing shops, as well as mess halls and offices.
Among the many discomforts that plagued Benning's early settlers
was the lack of adequate or sufficient plumbing. There was, for instance,
one community shower for about six tents full of people. This condition
led some of the officers to put in their own plumbing., Some pipes worked
well and thus‘became the basis for the type of story that is told year
after year - such as the story about Major Brownell's place, He had with
great difficulty managed to install a number of pipes that acted more or
less aa-plumbing. His pfide in them was tremendous until the day a storm
visited the area, caught his house and gently pushed it about two feet
from its original position. Nothing would have been hurt if it had not
been for the plumbing which ceme apart and completely flooded the house !
With so much land and such limited mesns of transportation, it was
' not surprising that horses were used both for pleasure and necessity.
Officers and their wives rode back and forth from town and all around the
post on either their own or post horses. They were the first ones who really
saw the beauty of Benning. In the spring they rode through wocds blooming
with pink and white dogwood, syringa and yellow jasmine, wild honeysuckle
and violets., They saw trees covered with the-climbing vines of the wild
cherockee rose., In summer they picnicked near the cool, mossy glens on the
banks of the Upatoi where feathery ferns grew wlth curving grace. Thefe
e —— ~
were many fine horsemen at Benning in those days and they started not only

a riding and hunt c¢lub, but also polo teams which were good enough to be

sent to play against some of the major teams of the country. MNajors
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Thomas F, Taylor, Charles B, Lyman, and George H. Weems were the originators
of this activity, which was largely responsible for the high morale of
the post, in spite of almost ineredibly bad living conditions, The
citizens and clergy of Columbus, howefer, were greatly offended by the
post practice of having polo matches on Sunday. They wrote indignant
letters to the papers, and preachers made an issue of it from the pulpit,
declaring it was not only unseemly, but downright wicked to break the
Sabbath in such a manner, The polo matches continued.

As the post began to teke on the size and shape of a military estab-
lishment, small buildings mushroomed up, and almost as scon as their doors
were open, became crowded business and meeting plsces. The Post Commissary
was set up on the site it still occupies, although it has progressed far
beyond its old "general store" appearance. The Post Exchange Grocery was
located in a building on the site now occupied by the Red Cross workroom.
The Post Office was situated in a wooden building reminiscent of the stage
settings of western movies, A postmistress presided over the mail window
and haed her living quarters in the rear of the building. Her habit of
polishing the furniture of her quarters with dye and shoe polish caused
much wonderment among the Benning wives,

The children on the post were taken to. school in Columbus in an
old World War I reccnnaissance car. The older children were able to sur-
vive the journey to the city and back every day, but it was impracticable
to send the younger ones, so the wives established a school and took the

responsibility of teaching the pupils., Miss Ann Lou Grimes, principal
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of the Fort Benning School today, took over those responsibilities in
1920. Two years later, a little schoolhouse was provided for Miss Grimes
and her charges in an abandoned barracks near the site of the present
swimming pool. There were 3 teachers and 60 students in those early
classrooms.

Maids were hired at low wages, but the work which they performed
and their lsck of reliability more then counterbalanced the seeming
economy., They were quartered in a tent area known as "Hollywood."

The many housing discomforts and other problems confronting the early
settlers did not retard the spirit of social 1life that has always leavened
hardships in the army. Saturday night hops alternated among the Officers'’
Club, the Biglerville Mess, now used as a Post Exchange Grocery, and the
Polo Club. Gay dinner perties were held in the tent houses with complete
unconcern of the surroundings, The army wives found pleasure in riding
classes and bridge clubs. They organized a dramatic club which presented
plays at regular intervals. The Cricket and Cosey Tez Rooms in Columbus
were headquarters for off the post entertaining, and the Muséogee Club of
Columbus, made available through the courtesy of the members, was the scene
of many a gay Saturday night dance,.

Then, as now, there was not room enough on the post proper for all
of the officers and their familiés. About 100 of them had to engage
quarters in Columbus, usually at high rates, But their lot was little,
if any, better than the lot of those who occupied quarters in camp, for
orders, which were in effect until late in 1919, forbade student officers,

even those with families in the city, to leave the camp except on week-ends.

When they were free, the lack of convenient transportation
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mede the trip to the city more or less of an ordeal, The road to Columbus
was none toc good in dry weather and was nearly impassable in wet weather.
Besides, few officers of that period owned automobiles. The government-
owned railroad extended only to Benning Junction, about four miles from
Columbus. The remainder of the trip had to be made over the tracks of
the Central of Georgia railroad and on the schedule desigﬁated by the company.
Only one passenger train a day was operated. This left Columbus at 7:30
in the morning and returned to the city at about 6300 o'clock in the evening,
Consequently, married officers of the 29th Infantry, who were required
to stend reveille and retreat with their companies were, like the married
students, separated from their families for days. Later, these conditions
were relieved to some extent by running a government-owned locomotive
and car to the junction and transporting passengers between there and the
city by machine-gun busses.

Taken all in all, it is small wonder that the Camp Benning of 1919-
20 was called a "peace-time Valley Forge." But better times were in store
for the garrison. In the fall of 1919, Colonel Malone conducted a con-
gressional inspection committee on a tour of the camp, and The Infantry
School presented, as ité authorities intended it should, a scene of bust-
ling training activities. Two classes of noncommissioned officefs were
finishing the three-month courses they had begun on July 10th, A class
of officers was taking a physical training course, and the class of officers
who had resumed another session of training after their first three months
had ended in June were still in training.

On September 25, 1919, the War Department issued final orders for
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the organization of the school at Benning, The principal mission of the
school wes then declared to be to "develop and stahdardize the instruction
and training of officers in the technique and tactics" of infantry. This
was in line with the infantry school policy outliﬁed by General Pershing
in 1917. But when, on December 10, 1919, the general came to inspect the
camp whose establishment he had recommended, his car was driven across the
Upatol on a railroad bridge, the low road span being some 20 feet under
water! Seas of mud, overflowing streams, liquid rcads, and a sodden camp
awaited him, The unundation which resulted from a downpour of several
days'! duration prior to his arrival is known to this day as the "First
Pershing Flood".

The first months of 1920 gave promise of material backing of the or=-
ders which had been issued by the War Department in September, 1919. Late
in February, Congress appropriated $250,000 for the completion of water and
sewer systems and the exterior preservation of buildings. This act followed
by a few deys congressional approval of the retention of Camp Benning. On
February 20, 1920, thirteen years, lacking but one day, after the beginning
of the school at Monterey, Congress ended the dark period of doubt and un-
certainty concerning The Infantry School and invested it with stability
by authorizing the retention of Camp Bennihg as a permanent military post.

In June, Congress made an additional appropriation of a million dollars
for the completion of such construction at Camp Benning as could be effected
with that sum. The two appropriations, totalling a million and a quarter-
dollars, were still more than half a million short of the amount needed to

finish all the work. This necessitated another modification of the constru
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tion plans, at least to the extent of deferment of some of the work, and
a rearrangement of the order of priority of such wrk as was to be under-
taken, Some of the funds intended for permanent construction had already
been used to pay for the temporary shelter which had to be improvised to
care for the persomnel for whom there were no buildings; besides, costs
had risen, and it was not easy to devise a balanced building program., How-
ever, early in the fall, work began again, Several months were requiréd
to complete the unfinished buildings, and consequently no new guarters for
officers were ready until early in 1921.

An article published on December 1, 1920, states:

With the exception of the Cohmanding General and

eleven other officers, all officer personnel on the re-

gservation is quartered in cantonment barracks, tent camps,

houses constructed by themselves or else live in Columbus,

nine miles distant from the post.

With the exception of some administrative troops

necessary to the everyday operation of the school and with

the exception of & few noncommissioned officers quartered

in shacks formerly used by employees of the former land

owners, all enlisted men are quartered in tent camps,

During all the period in which building operations had been at a stand-
still or were barely getting under way again, the primary work of the school
had been going forward. On January 23, 1920, General Farnsworth drew up and
submitted a draft of the school regulations to the War Department. These
were approved and published by the War Department as Special Regulation
No. 14, April 22, 1920. They provided that the organization of The Infantry
School should include The Department of Military Art, the Department of

Research, The Department of General Subjects, The Department of Experiment, -
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and the school troops and'school detachments, They gave the commandant
authority to "commend The Infantry School, the reservation, and all
troops stationed at Camp Benning." In regard to instruction, those
historic regulations read:

The applicatory system of instruction will be

followed as far as practicable, The chief aim of all

courses will be to develop in the student the quality of

leadership and the capacity to instruet others., In-

struction in research will form part of each course with a

view to developing the habit of independent investigation

and thus arriving at conclusions by analysis and deduction.

Also included in the reéulations were the prescribed means by which

officers would be selected to attend the classes which would begin on
October 1 of each year and conclude on June 15 of the following year.
They provided for courses for company officers and field officers of the
Regular Army, and a short course for officers of the National Guard and
Reserve Corps. The scope of instruction of The Infantry School had grown
almost immeasurably from its old days as the School of Musketry in Monterey.
From a curriculum limited to subjects related to marksmanship and musketry,
it has progressed to include the whole field of technique of the numerous
modern infantry weapons, the tacties of all units up to, and including the
reinforced infantry brigade, and the cooperation of infantry with other
arms. Another innovation was the fact that The Infantry School was open
to infantrymen of all three components of the army--Regular Army, National
Guard, and Officers' Reserve Corps. |

On June 5, 1920, Colonel Eames departed from The Infantry School to

take up new duties ‘elsewhere. On July 31, General Fggysworth's tour of duty

as Commandant ended when he became Chief of Infantry, and Brigadier General

Walter H. Gordon was apﬁointed his successor, taking command on September 20.
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CHAPTER VIII
Early Development of The Infantry School
1919 - 1922

Like many other highly developed courses of systematic study for
the sdvancement of the arts and sciences, the curriculum of The Infantry
School was a product of slow evolution, an outgrowth of a conception in
the distant past. The entrance of the United States into the World War I
had temporarily halted this evolution by placing on The Infantry School of
Arms the responsibility for traiﬁing competent instructors in small arms for
the rapidly expanding army. To accomplish this task, the school had been
organized as follows: .

1. Small-arms Department
First Section : Grenades, hand and rifle.
Second Section: Bayonet combat.
Third Seetion : Musketry; collective firing and sniping;
the pistol.
Fourth Section: Automatic arms (the automatic rifle and light
machine gun).
2. Machine-gun Department
First Section ¢ Heavy machine gun.

Second Section: One-pounder gun.

3. Engineer Department
First Section : Sappers; bombers; pioneers; trench mortars.

Second: Section: Field fortifications for line troops.

4. Gas Defense Department
First Section 3 Theory and use of gas masks,

The necessity for producing large numbers of instructors for the
combat divisions in process of formation during the first period of in-

struction prohibited the students from taking a general course at the
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school., Each student was limited to one subject, and, upén the
satisfactory completion of the course, returned to his organization to
become an instructor in that subject., In order to speed up the production
of’ quaiified instructors, some sacrifices in the scope and quality of
instruction were necessary. In consequence, the school's teachings

were limited solely to the technique of weapons, and omitted all tacties.

With the transfer of the Infantry School of Arms to Camp Benning
came the opportunities for a complete revision of the curriculum. Re-
gardless of its opening during a period of uncertainty and tranéition,
the new school was eble to consolidate what had been separate, technical
specialties taught at three different schoéls into a unified course.

The academic organization of The Infantry School for the year 1918-
1919, provided for six instructional departments: Musketry and Tactics;
Machine-gunnery; Weapons and Physical Training; Marksmanship; Engineering;
and General Subjects. Compared with the curriculums of its predecessors,
the course offered by the new school was distinctly broader in scope, The
introduction of tactics was a novel feature and a forecast of the changes
to occur during the ensuing months,

The general characteristics of the academic organization and the
curriculum during this period were those of improvisation, and adjustment
to new and peculiar conditions, with a general background of uncertainty
and limitations in personnel and equipment., The transition from brief,
highly condensed war-time courses which developed specialists in a single

weapon, to a broader, more comprehensive course in all infantry weapons
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is clearly discernible. The increase in the duration of each course from
an average of six weeks, to five months, was evidence not only of the
curtailment of war-time pressure, but also of the intention to give to
each student the basic knowledge necessary for all infantry officers.
While study was still concentrated on the technique of weapons, the in-
clusion of periocds on their coordinated employment led eventually to the
field of tactics, ‘

Upon the basis of experiences in the war and on the recommendations
of the Training Branch, AEF, it was decided to enlarge the scope of The
Infantry School to include the entire field of infantry technique and
tactics, The gradual development of thoughlin this direction is re-
flected in War Department orders dealing with the special service schools.
Paragraph 14, General Order 112, ¥War Department, Sepiember 25, 1919,
defines the objective of a school for infantry as follows: "To develop
and standardize the instruction and treining of officers in the technique
and tactics of their respective arm or service." General Order 56, War
Department, September 14, 1920, states: "The special service schools of
the combat branches must sc instruct their own officers as to insure
efficient commanders and staff officers for all units of their branches."

The most important of the official documente defining the scope and
authority of the service schools is Special Regulations No. 14, Var
Department, April 22, 1920, governing the orgenization and operation of
The Infantry School, Camp Benning, Georgia. When reorganized under the
provisions of this regulation in the latter part of August, 1920, the

Academic Department of the school consisted of three principal divisions,
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the Department of Military Art, the Department of General Subjects, and
the Department of Research. Both the Department of Military Art and the
Department of General Subjects were further subdivided into sections.
The Department of Military Art was to consist of the following six

sections:

1st Sections Imstruction in rifle marksmanship,
pistocl marksmanship, automatic rifle, scouting and
patrolling, and musketry. In addition to classes, this
section prepared manuals for the use of the army as a
whole.

The course in musketry included treining in range
estimation, target designation, landscape sketching, fire
discipline, application of fire, combat practice, and
the use of sand tables and landscape targets.

d Section:s Instruction in map reading, elementary
topographical sketching, and problems in visibility.
A brief course in field fortifications was included, with
emphasis on the study of a defensive position and the
organization of the ground.

3d_Section: Instruction in nomenclature, firing,
and tactical employment of the light mortar, the one=-
pounder, and hand end rifle grenades; bayonet training;
and physical training.

4th Section: Communications, This section was
abolished January 5, 1921, and functioned thereafter
as a committee of the 6th Section.

5th Section: Imstruction inthe employment of the
Browning machine gun, including nomenclature, stripping
and assembling, stoppages, firing, combat firing problems,
use of instruments, direct and indirect laying, and
tactical employment.

6th Section: Instruction in the tactics of all
units, up to and including the brigade, troop leading
problems, and cooperation with auxiliary arms. The
section was further divided into committees covering the
following: Attack, defense, security, information, organi-
zation, intelligence, communications, staff, artillery, and
aircraft,

T



The second major department, that of General Subjects, was organized

into the following four sections:
1st Section: Instruction in company administration,

mess management, care of company equipment, use of the

field desk, records and correspondence, interior guard

duty, and military courtesy.

2d Section: Instruction in the principles of hygiene

and sanitation, physical requirements for recruits, nourish-

ment, hygiene of camps and barracks, first aid, and care

and transportation of the wounded in the field.

3d Section: Instruction in courts martial,
including procedure, evidence, punishment; riot duty;
rules of land warfare; and military govermment,

4th Section: Instruction in stable management; care,
cenditioning, and training of animals; care of leather
equipment and wheeled transportation; and equitation,

The Department of Research was not subdivided, but presented instruc-
tion in the following subjects: MWMilitary history, military geography,
military policy of the United States, evolution of infantry weapons,
evolution of infantry tactics, evolution of infantry organization,
psychology and its relation to discipline, leadership and command, his-
torical research, and methods of teaching.

When the school year 1920-1921 opened, the uncertainty that had
characterized the preceeding years was largely gne. Special Regulations
1/ had brought order out of chaos and had given to The Infantry School a
definite mission, as well as the human material with which to work.

Under the new program, five classes were to be held during the year,
These were the Fileld Officers' Class, the Company Officers' Class, the

Basic Course--intended for officers upon their initial entry into the
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Regular Army, the National Guafd and Reserve Officers' Class, and the
Refresher Class. The first three of these classes were to extend from
October 1, 1920, tp June 15, 1921. Due to a delay in the date of re-
porting, it was found necessary to continue these classes until June 30.
The National Guard and Reserve Officers' Class,of which it was planned
that there should be two, was to last three months, The Refresher Class
was an innovation. It was a ten weeks class attended by five colonels

and five lieutenant-colonels for the purpose of securing a brief review

of infantry organization and tactics. Another class, the General Officers’
Class, was also Inaugurated in 1921 and consisted of one officer, Brigadier
General Fox Connor,

Although the school year 1920-1921 was considered by all ooq%rned
to have been a success, the staff of the school felt that improvement in
the organization of the Academic Department should be continuous, and had
been making plans for the coming school year. The 1920 organizatipn had
proved to be’somewhat unwieldy and it was hoped to find a better internal
organization to cope with instructional problems. Better results would
be achieved, it was felt, by transferring from the Department of Military
Arts to the Department of General Subjects all matters pertaining to
athletics, This necessitated the creation of a fifth section in the
latter department to handle all phases of physical culture. The number
of sections in the Department of Military Arts was thus reduced to four,

The modified orgeanization of the Academic Department was as follows:

Department of Military Arts,
1st Section; Tactiecs--Drill, command, organization,

staff, communications, security and information, attack,
defense, and auxilliary arms.
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24 Section: Small Arms--Rifle pistol, automatic rifle,

bayonet and other forms of personal combat, grenades, and
musketry,

3d Section: Machine Gun and Howitzer--Machine gun,

howitzer, one-pounder, light mortar, tanks, and chemical
warfare,

4th Section: Engineering--Sketching, map reading, field
fortifications, photecgraph interpretation, and map reproduc-

tion,
Department of General Subjects.

1st Section: Administration--Administration, mess
management, interior guard duty, care of equipment, and
military courtesy.

2d_Section: Hygiene--Hygiene, first aid, and sanitation,

3d Section: Law--Internstion law, military law, rules
of land warfsre, martial law, and military occupation,

4th Sections Eguitation--Hippology, equitation, and

care and use of means of transportation,

5th Section: Athletics-~Physical training, organized
athletics, baseball, football, basketball, boxing, wrestling,

and swimming.

Department of Research.
Instruction in militery history, military geography,

evolution of infantry orgenizetion, evoclution of infantry

tactics, evolution of infantry srms, military policy of

the United States, psychology of leadership, discipline,

command, and methods of teaching. The school library also

came under the jurisdiction of this department.

The development of an adequate curriculum for the newly organized
school was not the only problem confronted by its staff. Another equally
knotty one was the lack of trained instructors, particularly instructors

who had graduated from the General Service Schools. The faculty for the



school year 1920-1921 included asmong its sixty-odd officers only three
graduates of the Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth.
That of 1921-1922 presented practically the same picture. Efforts were
made by the Commandant to obtain for The Infantry School a quota from the
graduating class as instructors for the coming year. However, so great
was the demand for trained officers from all branches of the army, that

his efforts met with little success.

: The opening of the school year 1921-1922 brought with it a revision

\ in the courses offered by the school. The new courses consisted of

E three standard courses and three special courses, as follows:

\

\ Advanced course.- Formerly called the field officers course.
\ This was to provide instruction in the technique and tactics of
! all infantry units from the battalion to the brigade, inclusive.

Company Officers' course. This was to provide detailed
instruction in the technique and tactics of infantry units up
to and including the company. While this course covered training
in special arms and intelligence, it did not extend to the highly
specialized training in communications.

; Basic course, This course was to provide detailed in-

? structions in military courtesy and customs of the service, the
technique of infantry weapons, and infantry tactics to include
platoons and companies, This course was intended for newly-
commissioned officers in the Regular Army.

National Guard and Reserve Officers' course, This was to
provide instruction in the basic requirements for infantry
officers of the components named, Specialized instruction was to
be given to leaders of rifle platoons, machine-gun platoons,
howitzer platoons, and communication and intelligence platoons,

l Refresher course. This course was designed to refresh

[ and bring up to date the knowledge of the combat ideas of field
i and general officers who had been separated for a long period
from training in infantry units.

Communication course. This course, offered to officers and
noncommissioned officers of communication platoons, was to
5 provide instruction in the technique and principles of communica-
| tion within all units up to and including the brigade.
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During the school year, it became apparent that the course for
national guard and reserve officers should offer more specialization
than had been available, As a result, the classes were divided into
two sections, "A" and "B". Both sections took a few weeks of a common or
basic course, covering subject matter necessary to all students, after
which one section pursued a course for rifle-unit commanders,‘and the
other section a course for machine-gun, mortar, and 37-mm gun unit com-
manders.,

Experience during this school year again indicated the need for
changes in the organization of the academic department., A decision by the
War Department that a separate Department of Military Research would no
longer be maintained in service schools led to the consolidation of the
existing Department of Research with the Department of General Subjects,
and the inclusion, in the latter, of a section for military history.

This left two departments in The Infantry School -- the Department of
Military Arts and the Department of General Subjects.

The Department of Military Arts had been organized into four
sections -- Tactics, Small Arms, Machine Gun and Howitzer, and Engineering.
There seemed to be no good reason why small arms, machine guns, and
howitzers should not all be taught by the same section, It was therefore
considered advisable to give to the chief of a single section the
responsibility for teaching the technique of all infantry weapons.

It was also found difficult to teach engineering in its relation
to infantry without touching on the subject of tactics, where then-
existing doctrine often conflicted. In order to secure uniformity of

doctrine and control, the Engineering Section was combined with the
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Tactical Section. The subject of employment of tanks was also assigned to
the Tactical Section. These changes in organization resulted in a Depart-
ment of Military Arts composed of only two sections -- the first charged
with the teaching of tacties and engineering, and the second with the
teaching of the weapons habitua.]:].y employed in infantry commands.

"While continued progress was being made in the development of
instruction at The Infantry School, the problem of physical facilities
continued to be a pressing one, In the fall of 1920, living conditions
were still a primary concern of the post, as there was forseen a further
inerease of p;rsonnel which would more than double its population,
Progressive increases had been taking place ever since the removal of
the school to its new site a little over a year before, In Aprii, 1920,
demonstration troops, including those of the 34th Tank Battalion and
Compeny D, 7th Engineers, had been added to the garrison, To.these new
units was added the 32nd Balloon Company, which had arrived in March,

Due to the arrival of this and other personnel, the garrison had
practically doubled in size, and as no new building operations could be
carried on, shelter for the newcomers had to be improvised. "The matter
of proper shelter," says the annual report of The Infantrj School for
1919-1920, "has been a most serious one." In view of the conditions which
then existed, this may be considered an understatement. Nothing could have
emphasized more strongly the state of unreadiness of the school's plant
than the presence of the multitude of officers, soldiers,/%Ziilies.who
vainly sought habitable quarters. The camp was crowded with more

humanity than it could assimilate; even if all of its buildings had been

completed, there would have been quarters enough for only about one~half
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of the troops and two-thirds of the officers, Yet into this little more
than half-finished camp'which, when completed under the latest modified
plans, could accommodate only 3600 troops, 137 officers of the school
and gerrison, and 500 student officers, were crammed 7000 troops, 350
officers of the school and garrison, and 650 student officers!

Preparations for the influx had begun by moving all of the 29th
Infantry back into the tent camp south of the barracks erea so that the
barracks could be used for school buildings and as quarters for students
without families, For married officers, the erection of an additional
group of about 50 tent houses in the areas known as Blocks 16 and 40,
had begun, Neither these latter, nor any of the quarters in Blocks 19,
21, or 23 were ready when the students arrived. An expedient which
afforded relief fo some of those affected by the paucity of quarters was
the granting of permission to officers to build houses for themselves.
This resulted in sporadic growths which sprinkled the landscape with
architectural creations limited only in size and design by the resources
and imaginations of their builders, However, some atiractive domiciles
were produced under this scheme.

An arrangement was made with Post Headquarters by which the officers
who had used their personal funds to build small éuarters were allowed to
draw commutation until the building was paid for, when title should pass
to the United States and commutaetion cease, If an owner was ordered away,
each successor paid his own commutation to the former until the original
cost was made up.

The erection of an immense tent camp for the troops,and of tent

houses for the officers of the oversize garrison had the effect of further
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Officers designed such houses as these, then built and lived in them.



hampering the execution of the comstruction plans for the permanent
buildings. The cost of this "temporary" shelter, which, in the troop
area, was destined to be occupied for more than ten years, had to be

borne by the fund intended for the permaenent comstruction work. By
November 1920, about $55,000 had been spent on labor and material, ex-
clusive of the tents themselves. The local authorities desired to

spend $35,000 more to board the sides and sheathe them with building

paper so as to make them comfortable during the winter., A sharp difference
‘of opinion developed over this project. Already, about $735,000 of the
million dollar construction appropriation had been spent. The cost of
additional improvements to the tent camp would bring the total expenditure
on that class of shelter to about $90,000, or nearly ome-tenth of the sum
appropriated for the permanent construction which was still far from
completion. The continued inroads upon the million dollar fund for.
construction of an impermenent nature were likely to prevent the construc-
tion of some important features of the permsnent camp, In fact, thia was
already the case, for after setting aside a sum for emergencies it was
found that if the development of the tent camp should be carried on,there
would not be enough money left to build the motor transport shops, the
refrigeration plant, and a laundry. It was agreed that the motor trans-
port shops should head the list in priority. These were to cost about
$22,000. The refrigeration plant and a building for a commissary were
regarded as next in importance, because of the inability of the local
markets to supply the garrison with fresh food products, and also because

of a rise in prices.
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The temt camp finally was completed by obtaining materials which
were not charged against the building fund, and by the use of troop labor,

The launéry question, which loomed large in the eyes of the post's
inhebitants, was tentatively settled by the decision to use one of the
warehouse buildings in which to install the machinery. Before this could
be effected, other arrangements were made to obtain surplus materials from
Muscle Shoals with which to build the laundry. This was accomplished, and
the laundry was completed in the fall of the following year.

In midsummer of 1920, work was begun on a brick building for a service
club for enlisted men. Its cost was originally set at $97,000, but work had
not progressed far before it was evident that $47,000 more would be
required for its completion., As the service club was constructed by the
War Camp Community Service of Columbus, this financial emergency had no
effect on the progress of the other constructicn., This building and
the Biglerville mess hall (the present Post Exchange Grocery) were the
first structures of a permanent type erected at Camp Benning.

An indication of the broadened character of the school's training
program was the commandant's recommendation in August 1921 that, in
addition to the 29th Infantry at full war strength, there be stationed
permanently at The Infantry School ae demonstration units a battalion of
field artillery, a battalion of tanks, a company of engineers, an
observation squadron, a medical demonstration unit, a pigeon loft, and a
balloon company., However, in spite of these plans and recommendations,
the schedule of troop demonstrations had to be curtailed considerably.

The setback in the training scheme was due to the reduction of the 29th
Infantry, on October 3, 1922, to a two battalion regiment, with the personnel

of the 3rd Battalion reallotted to the other two battalions; the dis-
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Biglerville Mess.
One of the First Permanent Bulldings.



bandimg of the medical demonstration detachment; and the withdrawal
of the air service detachment to Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama.

In 1921, the majority of the regular army students were newly
commissioned, and, according to the assistant commandant, Colonel Paul
B. Malcne, "knew little of the unwritten laws of the service." Never-
theless, they apparently entered inte their studies wholeheartedly, for
Colonel lialone paid them a high compliment in the school's annual report.
"On the whole," he said, "the conduct of the classes was excellent, the
morale high, and the feeling that a great work for the army had been
accomplished was general, almost universal." The reputation which
Benning had acquired in 1918 and 1919 throughout the infantry -.as a place
definitely to be avoided, could not, of course, be eradicated overnight,
but the groundwork was being laid for a saner and a more just feeling
among infantry officers with regard to the school of their own arm,

This evidence of student spirit appears to have been an element
of conspicuous brightness in an otherwise gloomy year. Besides the
disheartening problems associated with the living conditions of Camp Benning,
General Gordon was confronted with others of totally different character
but equally disturbing, One of these was the problem of adequate trans-
portation service between Camp Benning and Columbus. The schedule of the
one daily train, which the Central of Georgia railroad operated to and
from the camp, was wholly unsuited to the needs of the majority of the
garrison, which found itself interned during its hours of freedom from (::::::::-‘
duties. This was regarded as a golden opportunity by a number of in-
dividuals who forthwith engaged in the business of providing transportation

between the camp and the city. Soon, scores of nondescript vehicles,

operated by persons of no particular responsibility, were haphazardly
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Lieutenant Colonel Paul B, Malone
Assistant Commandant, The Infantry School
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engaged in carrying passengers between Camp Benning and Columbus. Genersal
Gor&on desired the esteblishment of a reliable transportation system to
displace the unregulated jitneys. Accordingly, negotiations were begun
with the management of the Columbus street railways. An offer of the free
use of the govermment's tracks to the camp was made to the company. This
did not appear to be sufficient inducement, and the street railway company
asked, in addition, that it be given a monopoly on all passengers and
freight transportation, and a guarantee that the government would reimburse
the company for any deficit incurred in operating the line, The latter
point could not be conceded and the negotiations fell through.

When s proposal to esteblish a regular passenger bus line between

Camp Benning and Columbus was made by an Atlanta businessman, howe;er, the
subject at once became a matter of community concern. In May, 1921, a
counter proposal.offered by the aﬁtomobile dealers of Columbus was laid
before the Camp Activities Committee, a local citizens' organization.
The Committee regarded the Atlantan's proposal as the better one and re-
commended that General Gordon accept it, which he did, The bus line was
given the exclusive automobile transportation privilege between the camp
and the city,

Another problem of no measn proportions was the constant readjustment
of 211 activities which was made necessery by the growing shortage of
enlisted personnel, This was particularly evident in 1921, following the
promulgation of the VWar Department's order which permitted the discharge
of any soldier who desired to leave the service. This state of affairs

was, of course, one which had to be accepted. However, in midsummer of
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1921, General Gordon made emphatic protest against a proposed reduction
of one-fourth of the force of nurses at bamp Benning. "If we had modern
quarters for our families, officers aﬁd enlisted men," he said, "the
necessity for hospital accommodations would be very much less."

As a final, but by no means all-inclusive recital of the minor burdens
borne by the personnel of the camp, a list of some of the ill-starred events
of this year, 1921, will be illuminating, In March, during a firing
exercise, a tank fired a six-pound shell into one of the officers' quarters
in Block 23. Just a few days later an artillery shell fell on the railroad
near Harp's Pond and a civilian workman had a narrow escape from death
or injury. In the same month, a violent storm destroyed wire communication
lines, unroofed buildings, and moved some from their foundations, and
damaged a great amount of subsistence and other supplies. In May, a fete
day whose program included a ceremony, demomstrations, albaseball game, and
a public reception, was broken up by another violent storm. In June, the
local water supply dried up and it was necessary to improvise a temporary
source of supply.

In October, General Farnsworth, Chief of Infantry, prophesied a somewhat
gloomy future when he wrote, "It is becoming increasingly difficult to get
personnel, money, and materials for Benning, This is not because of any op-
position to Benning, but because of the necessity for economy in the army. The
economy is real economy and not simply talk about economy." Only a year
before, General Gordon, viewing hopefully the immediate future, had written
to General Farnsworth, "I feel, too, that we are meeting successfully the

crisis that The Infantry School is now going through and that in another



year the troubles of today will be forgotten in the improved conditions
and in the school's success,"

Upon completion of the general construction of the camp in 1921,

a policy of specifying only permanent types of comstruction for the
future was adopted. The first structures bullt under the new policy were
a quartermaster warehouse, two ordnance magazines, and twenty officers'
quarters in Block 15, all of brick,

On May 25, the construction division of the Quartermaster Corps
completed the first plan of Camp Benning as a permanent post. MNuch of
the arrangement of the semi-permanent camp plan was ieft undistrubed,

The school center was to be near Blocks 21 and 23, in the "Biglerville"
area, as originally planned. No material changes were made in the loca-
tions of the "eivie center®™, the hospital, or the utilities area, nor was
the arrangement of officers' quarters in Block 14 or noncommissioned
officers' quarters in Block 18 changed. The location of the permanent
barracks was changed to the site on which the immense cuartel type
barracks have since been built. There were plenty of parade grounds
shown on the plan, but no athletic fields.

In the spring of 1921, a board of officers of which Colonel Reginald
H, Kelley was president was convened to assign names to terrain features
on the reservation and to streets on the post proper. All names appearing
on the original map of Camp Benning were -- with a few local exceptions
such as Lumpkin Road -- those of units which had served in World War I,
terrain features in France identified b& actions of American organizations,

and individuals -- mainly officers -- killed in action., The post roads

- 100 -



were given the nicknames of the divisions, The lst Division had no
nickneme, so its full name appears on the rcad leading to Harmony Church.

These names were assigned first by officers of the Tactical Section as
an incident in drawing up terrain exercises on an unnamed map. A master
map was kept on the wall of the section. Once named, a2 hill, road, wood,
or other feature, retained that name.

The 1921 board adopted the principle that no names should appear on
the Camp Benning map except those pertaining to World War I. This ended
an attempt to utilize almost exclusively names from the Confederate Army.
All names used were those of infantrymen who served creditably and were
deceaséd. The first used were those of personnel awarded the Medal of
Honor, then the other American decorations in order of iﬁportance.
Designations were regardless of rank; some of the main rcads on the post

are named after enlisted men. A suitable certificate was printed, signed

by the Commandant and sent to the nearest relative of each person whose name

appeared on the map, stating that a hill or other terrain feature was given
his nsme as a permanent memorial to that infaﬂtryman. Replies received
after receipt of these certificates were often pathetically appreciative.

The need for improved living conditions still remained acute. "We

sti1) seem to have the moral support of everyone with us but there is no

certainty it will continue if decent accommodaticns are delayed much longer,"

General Gordon wrote to General Farnsworth in Octcber, 1920. "Our troop
labor is fully employed. Any additional work necessitates labor being
teken from something else, The firing schedules require some 200 men to

work on the range, including marking targets. We are fighting forest fires
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on the reservation, Our roads are seriously requiring attention. The
question of fuel wood for stoves in officers! and men's tents will soon
require considerable details for hauling, sawing, splitting, and
delivering,"

Just about this time there arrived 700 young recruits. Like many
who had precede§ them and like others who were to follow, they beheld
the scenes and participsted in the activities so vividly described in
General Gordon's letter - and were disillusioned, Some of them seemed to
harbor the idea thet they had listened too attentively to hyperbolic
descriptions of Camﬁ Benning and overembellished accounts of the military
life there, Perhaps they did not think of just those words in trying to
account for their decisions to take up a military career, but nevertheless
they felt that they had been grossly misinformed., Many a promising young
man in this frame of mind, made an informal departure,-never to return --
ﬁoluntarily. A susplecion that the recruiting service had pictured life
at Camp Benning a trifle too glowingly was confirmed when a recruiting
circular issued at Hamsburg, Pennsylvania, came to hand. "Join the 29th
Infentry at Camp Benning, Georgis," it urged. "A motorized regiment. No
guard, no fatigue. Good bathing in camp eight months of the year, Over
$7,000,000 worth new barracks nearly completed."

Even in its immature state, however, Camp Benning and its work was
beginning to attract attention far beyond the limits of local interest,
and by 1922, knowledge, not only of the work of The Infantry School, but
of the character and extent of its reservation, was general throughout the

army. This was nol altogether displeasing to the infantry, until proposals
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to establish other special service schools, among them the artillery
school, at Camp Benning, aroused the unwilling suspicion that the
interest of the sister arms was not entirely altruistic. For a time,
the prospect of having to share with other service schools the home for
which it had endured so much sacrifice, was disturbing to The Infantry
School. By sundry methods, the infantry adroitly averted the imminent
intrusions of its acquisitive associates. But no sooner had the danger
of division of its property been warded off, than its land was threatened
from another quarter, In official Washington, the opinion that The Infantry
School had more land than it needed was prevalent, Proposals that the area
of the reservation be reduced followed, but, fortunately, were not appreved.
The status of The Infantry School was becoming more secure as its
friends and supporters became more numercus. Visits of political and
military dignitaries won new and influential friends, and its position
became more and more strongly intrenched as their pilgrimages continued.
"The more that come, the better," General Gordon said early in 1922, "as
I believe that, as a rule, our visitors become our friends." Assistant
Secretary of War Wainwright, General Harbord, and an accompanying party of
high officials were the first of a number of personages to visit Camp
Benning in 1922, They arrived on January 10, were received with appropriate
honors, and viewed some special troop demonstrations during their two»@gy
visit. Among the distinguished visitors of the year were Colonel H, J. b T
Koehler, the noted physical training authority, who came in February; ‘

and General Pershing and a party which included Generals Holbrook and

Willdams, and the British military sttache, who came in Merch.
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In Jenuary, 1922, the experimental target range, the distinctive
feature of which was a lake upon the surface of which the strike of projectiles
could be observed, was placed in use. On January 31, a national guard
and reserve officers' class, the only one to be held in 1922, was
graduated.

February, as in years past, again proved to be & month of signi-
ficance for the camp, for on the eighth a War Department order formally
announced the new title of the post as Fort Benning. In this month, too,
plans for converting a battalion of the 29th Infantry, which then was
motorized, into a model animal-equipped battalion, were undertaken, March
drew attention chiefly for the violent rainstorms which produced the high
waters known as the "Second Pershing Flood" when General Pershing and his
party visited Fort Benning on the fifth and sixth,

The yeﬁr 1922 was an auspicious year also as marking the inauguration
of Fort Benning's second era of construction. The opening of the yesr,
however, did not give much indication of the things to come, for at that
time General Gordon was pondering the discouraging news that he had re-
ceived from General Farnsworth a few days before, to the effect that the
Director of the Budget had reduced to $400,000 a proposed expenditure of
$724,000 which the Secretary of War had approved for construction at the fort.
The Secretary of War deemed it inadvisable to urge the restoraticn of the
stricken items, and the estimate was submitted to Congress with a request
for an appropriation of $350,000 for a hospitel, and $50,000 for mis-
cellaneous construction. The prospect of obtaining s modern hospital was,

of course, highly pleasing, for its construction had been urged as one

of the first necessities of the post. The elimination of $324,000 from
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the bill was a heavy blow to the hopes of starting other urgently-needed
permanent buildings, among them, quarters for the poorly sheltered
f;milies. But on September 15, the first of é series of plans under
which Fort Benning began to discard its improvised wartime costume and
appear in apparel more suited to its permanent role was approved.

Thile these plans for construction wére being considered, other
problems were also receiving more than a little attention, Ever since
General Gordon had taken command of Fort Benning, he had conducted a
vigorous crusade against conditions in nearby Columbus which he regarded
as menaces to the health and morals of his command. Many citizens of the
city regarded his campaign with favor; others looked upon it disapprovingly.
A turbulent eleption, which changed the form of city government, was a
victory for the supporters of the morality drive, but left a trail of
rancor in its wake. As a consequence of all this, General Gordon's
assidous efforts to establish a rapprochement between the military and
civil communities were not entirely successful, although early in the year,
the Columbus Chamber of Commerce had transmitted to him, "a succinet ac-
count of the important steps taken by the City of Columbus to put itself
in a position to meet its obligations as Camp Benning's neighbor and social
center.! In commenting upon this friendly overture, General Gordon had
said, "I feel very much encouraged and even hopeful for the future."

On November 21, 1922, Brigadier General Paul B. Malone, who had
served as Assistant Commandant since July 1, was transferred. Colonel
William H, Fassett was appointed Assistant Commandant on November 22, and
was in turn succeéded by Colonel Alfred W, Bjornstad on September 15, 1923.

Brigadier General Briant H. Wells succeeded General Gordon as Commandant

on November 8, 1923, e
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CHAPTER IX
The Second Period of Construction

1923-1925

By 1923, the school seemed to have swung into its stride. Classes
arrived, pursued their courses, and departed on schedule, The courses
and the school's mechanism were gradually acquiring smoothness and polish
through use and experience, but additional changes ané modifications in
the types and content of courses were continuously under consideration.

The most important change in the curriculum of the academic year
1922-23 resulted from the decision of the Chief of the Infantry, in July,
1922, to abolish the Basic Course, This course, introduced especially
for those officers who had been commissioned in the Regular Army in the
years immediately following the waf, had served its purpose, and the .
need for it had largely disappeared., The reduction in the number of
courses reduced the student body of the school to 371, or some 67 fewer
than had attended during the previous year.

During these early years the student's time was almost equally
divided between classroom or lecture hall and range or field work., There
was evidence, however, of a growing appreciation that the curriculum was
still slighting tactics in favor of instruction in weapons. Although .
tactics had come to occupy an important place in the curriculum, it was
felt that even more emphasis should be placed on this subject. Plans
were therefore carefully matured during 1922 for a further revision of

the curriculum for the year following.
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In June, 1923, a preliminary trial was made in this direction by
the intrecduction in all of the courses of a ten-day period of field .
maneuvers, vwhich turned out to be one of the most valuable features of
the school. These maneuvers continued for many years, and not only
proved to be instructive to the students, but gave additional proof of
the urgent need for both increased and improved training in tacties.

A further development of the school year was the effort to improve
the school library, which had existed in a very primitive state since the
Fort Sill period. A civilian librarian and increased library appropriations
gave promise that this institution would come to occupy an important place
in the work of the scheol,

The school year 1923-2/ also witnessed important changes in the
functioning and regulations of the school. The curriculum, with minor
modifications, remained unchanged, but the content of the courses,
particularly the period of field maneuvers devoted primafily to the study
of tactics, had been drastically revised, The previous year's field
maneuvers had shown the necessity for careful study and revision of this
problem. This had been undertaken by the faculty with great thoroughness
and the revised exercises which had been evolved were based on the same
fundamental conceptions as the present day command-post exercises,

A second important change instituted during the year, and one which
materially improved the administration of the schcol, ‘was the introduction
of the company organization for classes, The Advanced Class became
known as Company A, the Company Officers! Class as Companies B and C, and
the National Guard and Reserve Officers' Class as Companies D and E.

In addition to the improvement in administration made possible by this
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organization, it greatly facilitated the movement of the student body to
and from instructional areas.

Probably the most significant change, at least from the point of
view of the students, was the abolition in all classes of the publication
of the relative class standing of each student., This much criticized
feature héd been the cause of a great deal of discontent in previous
years, Its abolition and the adoption of the five ratings of the efficiency
report to indicate the success of the student in his school work met with
overvhelming approval from the students, and resulted in a noticeable
improvement in the morale of the school as a whole,

At the beginning of the school year 1924-25, a reorganization
of the Academic Dgpartment of the school was effected which eliminated
the departments and substituted in their stead five sections. This brought
about a smoother organization and, by reducing overhead, produced economies
in office administration, It also drew the new chiefs of % sections
into more intimate contact with their work than had been the case with
the chiefs of the departments, The new organization included the assistant
commandant, an executive officer, a secretary, and a property officer for
the Academic Department as a whole, and a chief, a secretary, and the
necessary instructors for each section.

The sections were organized as follows:

First Section: Tactics.
Committee A: Special operations,
Committee B: Defense,
Committee C: Offense.
Second Section: Technique.
Committee D: Organization, staff, logistics.

Committee E: Combat orders, operations, military
intelligence.

Committee F: Signal communications,
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Committee K¢ Military sketching and map reading,
serial photographs, and military
engineering,

Third Section: Weapons.
Fourth Section: Training. :

Committee G: Training management, psychology, drill
and command.

Committee H: Military History, methods of instruction,
the Army of the United States.

Committee I: Physical training and bayonet.

Committee J: Equitation, animals, stables, and
transportatiocn.

Fifth Secticon: Publications and Correspondence Courses.

Another innovation of the year was the introduction of a three-
week orientation course for both new and old instructors, just prior to
the arrival of the new classes in the fall, This course was designed to
coordinate and improve instructional methods and doctrines and weld thé
instructional personnel intc a single harmonious body.

A new course for field officers of the Naticnal Guard was opened
on January 3, 1925, and lasted five weeks, One hundred and seven of the
available two hundred and twe hours were devoted to the study and practice
of tactics., The course was so successful that it was made a continuing
feature of the curriculum, and a recommendation was made that such a course
should also be initiated for field officers of the reserve.

The strength of the teaching force in 192/-25 totalled 62 officers,
five of whom, however, were assigned to regiments of the garrison and
served on special duty withthe school. A gradual increase in the require-

ments of rank for officers detailed as instructors had been going on since

1921. The policy had now crystallized that they should hold the rank of captain
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or higher, and that instructors in tactics should be field officers and
Leavenworth graduates, The Chief of Infantry thoroughly appreciated the
school's desires in this respect, and did everything in his power to

secure the best personnel available for the school, with results which
were soon apparent., Much of the credit for the constant improvement in
the quality of the teaching in succeeding years must be given to General
Wells and Colonel Bjornstad, the Commandant and Assistant Commandant re-
spectively, for their efforts at this time in securing a favorable attitude
by the War Department on the policy of priority for the school in selecting
infantry officers for instructors.

The academic year was also marked by the transfer on February 16,
1925, of the school's Assistant Commandant, Brigadier General Alfred W,
Bjornstad, who was ordered to other duty upon recgiving his commission
as brigadier general, He was succeeded as Assistant Commandant on
June 30, 1925, by Colonel Frank S. Cocheu, who began his active duties
at Fort Benning on August 1, 1925,

The appearance of the post continued to keep pace with the improve-
ments in the curriculum. By 1923, improvements in the physical structure,
based on carefully worked out plans, were beginning to be apparent. The
first permanent plan for the post had been drawn up on.Septémber 25,

1922, Although it was merely a slight revision of the previously modified
cantonment plan, it provided for the construction of 18 double sets of
permanent type quarters for officers in Block 14, and 10 double sets in
Block 15. In addition, work was also begun on five double sets for
noncommissioned officers in Block 37. This construction, as well as that

of the group of hospital buildings, was completed in October of the same
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year. The cost of these permanent quarters was about $526,000, In-
dividually, the officers' quarters cost $18,000 each and those of the
noncommissioned officers, $lG,000 each, Although they were erected as
part of a "Fort Benning Plan," the officers' quarters are of a type
particularly suitable for a rigorous northern climate, :;gégéh sharply
gabled roofs designed to shed heavy snowfalls, That and the fact that
during the heat of a Georgia summer the upper floors of these houses are
oppressively hot, is the evidence offered by those who insist that a mix-
up of plans in the Washington headquarters of the Construction Division
sent the plans for officers' quarters at Fort Ethan Allen in Vermont

to Fort Benning, and Fort Benning's plans to Fort Ethan Allen, There
*have been many interesting conjectures concerning how the occupants of
the officers' dwellings in Fort Ethan Allen survived their first winter!
In spite of the incongruity of some of their features, the new houses
were regarded as palatial by the former shack-dwellers of Fort Benning,
and their occupants were greatly envied.

The building of officers' quarters was a task on which more than a
little costly experimenting was performed. After the case of mistaken
plans in which houses said to be meant for Fort Ethan Allen in the north
were built at Benning instead, there was still room for trouble. The first
group of tropical-type houses built had 2 stories, with a sun porch on
each floor. Underneath the sun porches, space for a garage was hollowed
out, This seemed to be a very fine plan - until the winter rains came
and flooded every one of the concrete caverns, The water rushed down the

driveways in torrents, and seeped through the basements of the houses.
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Needless to say, the next series of officers' quarters was built
with the garages separate from the houses.

In September, 1923, contractors completed the electric substation,
and in December began work on the main hospital building. In this same
year, an improvement was made in the quarters situation by the completion
in Block 19 of 17 wooden buildings which had been staked out in 1919. These
were assigned as officers' quarters., While the civilian contractors were
engaged in these operations, engineers and the Post Quartermaster,
supplementing their own small forces by troop labor, carried on other
construction. Two steel-trussed bridges across the Upatol were completed
in Januasry by troop labor under the direction of Company A, 7th Engineers,
After a series of vexatious delays, while awaiting supplies and equipment,
the bridges were 6pened to traffic with appropriate ceremony.

Members of the garrison during these early years may have forgotten
just where some of those temporary buildings were located, and students
may have forgotten the names of some of their instructors, but almost
everyone stationed here between 1921 and 1923 remembers Calculator, the
1ittle nondescript dog in whose memory was erected the monument that now
stands in rear of the present Infantry School Building. Inscribed on the
tablet is "CALCULATCR, Born ? Died August 29, 1923, He Made Better Dogs
of Us All."

"Calc", as he was affectionately called by everyone from the
commandant to the private'in the rear rank, was crippled. His name was
suggested by the halting manner of his progress in which he "put down

three and carried one." But there was nothing slow about Calec's manner
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&
of making friends. He hitchhiked and panhandled his way in a royal

style, taking complete possession of the garrison, and no king was ever
treated more royally. He seemed to have an uncanny knowledge of Fort
Benning automobiles and considered it his privilege to travel back anq
forth between Columbus and the fort in any Benning officer's car. Com-
missioned members of the garrison made it a habit to drive by ﬁhe Ralston
Hotel corner on their return from town to see if Calculator was waiting

at his accustomed place for a 1lift. But Cale did not confine himself

to cars, frequently would hop the train or bus and honor it by accepting
a ride back to the fort., HNot of the one-man-dog type, Calc was impartially
loyal to all his friends, never staying too long in one place, taking

his food from whomever happened to be arcund when he was hungry, sleeping
wherever he happened to be when he was tired, and always following the
most interesting events of the school, lending his presence alike to units
engaged in problems and to those participating in solemn occasions. The
officers grew so fond of him that when he was unaccountably poiscned in
1923, a collection was taken for his monmument, which, originally placed

on the parade ground near the flag pole, was subsequently moved to occupy
ite present place of honor at the "family entrance" of The Infantry School
Building.

In January, 1924, construction, under contract, of 7 additional
double sets of officers' quarters was begun in Block 14. These buildings,
of the ssme type as those previously built in Block 14, were completed in
Noverber, The erection of two large steel hangars, one to be used as a
warehouse, and the other as shops for the llotor Transport Corps, was

accomplished in this year by poét labor. A considerable amount of con-

SN



struction work on target ranges was accomplished by the same means. During
the year, the 2/th Infantry greatly improved its living conditions by
constructing a number of small barrack buildings to replace tentage.

| In April, the first plan of beautifying the post was begun with an
orgenized campaign to plant grass, trees, and shrubs. General Wells had
an eye for the beautiful, and envisaged a fine post in the future.
"There remains a staggering amount of work to be done," he said, "but time
will eventually make this one of the finest posts in the army." His plan,
approved on April 5, 1924, by General Farnswerth, Chief of Infantry, was
the first resl one to be drewn up for The Infantry School as an establish-
ment of permenence and character, and it made sweeping changes in the old
cantonment layout., Permanent barracks, to replace the cantonment type,
were indicated on the sites of the present cuartel barrisyé; a large school
building was to occupy the area south of Gowdy Fieldv/’Goudy Field and the
Doughboy Stadium were shown in their present 1ocati;;s. Post headquarters
was to be east of the stadium in the same block, The post exchange was
shown on Vibbert Avenue opposite the stadium; an enlisted men's elub
was to be nearby on the north side of the exchange. One of the most
striking features was an enormous apartment house, of the cuartel type,
for married student officers. This was to be east of Austin Loop in
Block 16. Quarters for bachelor student officers were shown on Lumpkin
Road, between Wickersham and Walker Avenues, and a children's school was

opposite, on the south side of Wickersham Avenue. The Officers' Club was
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Just south of Block 15. Quarters for noncommissioned officers were to
be in Blocks 11 and 12, north of the theater. A polo field al the north
end of the parade ground, a swimming pool in the ravine west of Block 14,
and a handball court on Ingersoll Street, just south of the gynmasium,
were other features of the comprehensive plan.

Although General Wells'! building and beautification scheme was never
put into full effect, it became the basis for future planning, with many
of its features reaching ultimate fruition in the layout of the post as
it is today.

While still a comparatively new post, Fort Benning was already out-
standing among the service stations as an athletic and recreation center.
Its year-round sperts program included football, baseball, basketball,
lacrosse, boxing, treck, polo, tennis, golf, hunts, and swimming, From
1920 to 1923, the school had "Varsity" teams in all sports and was an
honorary member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Asscciation.

The players were students, except for a few enlisted men on baseball teanms,
and their participation in these sports entailed considerable sacrifice
both physically and academically. They would be late and tired when
arriving home and in no condition for study. As there was no allowance
made nor credit given for this work,it is reasonable to assume that many
of the students could have stood much higher in their classes but for
their interest in the excellent athletic record of the school.

All home football games and about half of the baseball.games were
played in Columbus in the old wooden stadium. Georgia, Auburn, Georgia

Tech, Oglethorpe, Florida, Loyola, Mercer, Gordon, Vanderbffilt, and
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Sewanee were some of the colleges and schools that cooperated whole-
heartedly with The Infantry School's athletic efforts, as did the people
of Columbus, to whom the home games meant not only entertainment but, to
the merchants, considerable financial gain,

Everything was run on a "shoe string." No government funds were
provided and the program had to be 100% self supporting. Bills for equip-
ment were guaranteed by officers of the Academic Department, As an
example, the guarantee for one important football game was provided by an
officer loaning to the department an endowment insurance check he had
received, This was used as collateral security pending the financial
outcome of the game.

In the spring of 1924, all these activities were organized under
the direction of the Infantry School Athletic Association, Football, the
major sport, was followed with such intensity by its players that when
the "President's Cup" games were introduced in 1924, Fort Benning was
given the mandate of representing the Army for the first three years.

During the 1926 season, the All-Army team, trained at Fort Benning, had as L}gggﬁgj
one of its four coaches the now General Dwight D. Eisenhower who was then 4ﬁﬂ?ﬁf

e

interest of the garrison, however, and each organization had its own team. i

a
an officer -féh the 2/th Infantry. Intremural games were the chief

For basketball and other indoor games, the soldiers of the post built for
themselves the finest gymnasium in the service, with the exception of

the one at West Point.

In recognition of the need of facilities for sports and other forms
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of recreation as a prime factor in the upbuilding of the morale aﬁd ef-
ficiency of the garrison, General Wells created a semi-official building
board known as the Recreation Center Board which was authorized by the
Secretary of War on March 10, 1924. Its mission was tc collect money
wherever possible, borrow labor and tools, salvage whatever material was
needed - in short, to do anything necessary to provide athletic and
recreational facilities for the school. It and other catch-as-catch-can
builders of this period in The Infantry School's history made life a
constant agony for the Post Quartermaster and Engineers. Construction
during the periocd can be compared to that of the old Indian days, or the
tpriority" days of World War II, when a carpenter who had been given a
keg of nails for use on a certain building almost had to use a hammer with
one hand and hold a gun in the other in order to protect from "piracy"
enough nails to finish his assigned work. :

Ingenuity in using material, as well as in getting it, marked the
successful efforte of those builders of Benning. An unorthodox yet
workable method of tower construction raised the two Doughboy Stadium
towers. Steam was needed as power for the immense shovel which scooped
out the hole in which the foundation would rest. None of the usual ways
of obtaining this power was available, so tracks were laid and a siding
built fof the engine of the local train to come alongside the project end
furnish it.

The accomplishments of the Recreation Center Board, however,
ﬁrovided The Infantry School with athletic and recreational facilities

unequalled at any other post of the army, save only the Military Academy
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at West Point. Foremost among their achievements is the Doughboy Stadium,
dedicated to all those whose name it bears. Money for its construction
was donated by men of the army stationed from Maine to the Philippines,
and it was built by the school troops. The ground for its foundation

was broken on May 12, 1924, by Generals Wells and Bjornstad, and General
Pershing started the mixer and poured the first bucket of concrete at

an impressive ceremony ten days later.

The stadium proper consists of 40 bays and 320 boxes.. The seating
capacity iflé,éoo, and may be enlarged to include 12,000 by the addition
of temporary stande, Each of the bays may fly the flag of a subscribing
organization or regiment; the regimental coat of arms is emblazoned in
terra cotta on the top wall of the bay. Each box bears a bronze tablet
stating the name of the donor and the person or persons to whom it is
dedicated, These boxes were to be held for 1life. The stadium was
dedicated by the Chief of Infantry on October 15, 1925, In the first
game following the ceremony, the "Blue Tide" won over Oglethorpe University.
At that time tﬁe stadium was not quite coﬁpleted. Beczuse of a change of
plan, the closing structures at the west end were not yet finished. The
present 60-foot towers of Spanish mission design, which, with arched walls,
flank the-central arch, were constructed from plans drawn by Mr. Ralph
Rice, then an architect in New York City, who had been an officer in

World War I.

Gowdy Field was started and its construction continued concurrently
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Gowdy Field and Doughboy Stadium.




with Doughboy Stadium, although it was rushedAto completion ahead of the
latter. On March 27, 1925, the Giants and the Senators, then champions

of the two major leagues, played the first and dedicating game, The catcher
for the Giants on that occasion was Hank Gowdy, in honor of whom the field.
was named., He had been the first major league baseball player to volunteer
for service in the first World War when he put aside his Boston Braves
uniform for regulation khaki,

In addition tc undertaking new construction, the Recreation Center
Board finished at least one building that had been started sometime prior
to the board's organization., In 1923,_the Quartermaster had started
building a theatre; in 1925, the incomplete structure was taken over by
the Recreation Center Board; and in February, 1926, it opened with a seating
capacity of 1,250, About two years later, the stage was dedicated in a
double bill by the Glee Club and the Dramatic Club, When the present
Main Theatre on the corner of Ingersoll-and Wold Avenues was constructed
in 1937, the old theatre became a storehouse.

The swimming pool is the oldest and, in the opinion of many, the best
of the post's recreational facilities. Without it, life at Fort Benning
during the summertime would be uncomfortable in the extreme. There had
been a swimming hole in the ravine opposite Post Headquarters long before
Benning was thought of. In 1919, Company D, 7th Engineers, constructed
what is now the lower dem, and created a swimming hole which, though welcome
to the sweltering inhsbitents of the garrison, was actually little more
than a mud hole, Construction of the present pool was started in November,

1626, by the then Commandant, General Collins, It has an area of about

65,000 square feet, an average depth of about 6 feet, and is entirely
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surrounded by copcrete curb walls and broad sidewalks, On one side is
a clear and beautiful sand beach over 100 yards long and 40 feet wide.
For the use of children, there is a semicircular basin in the lower
left corner which can be emptied and filled with fresh water independently
of the main pool., Opposite the children's ﬁool is a stand where 400 .
spectators can sit to watch the swimming and diving contestsof the season.
In the valley above the pocl is an impounding res}%oir from which the
pool can be filled in five hours. This insures frequent changes of water
during the swimming season without interruption to the use of the pool.
Among the officers, there has been much enthusiasm about polo.
The pioneers of the sport at The Infantry School used a makeshift field,
named French Field, but in the summer of 1923, a polo field named Shannon
Field was laid out, With the assistance of hired troop labor, individual
polo players financed and built an attractive rustic bungalow adjoining
the field. The Officers' Club took it over and, although it is no longer
a gathering place for polo players or huntsmen, the building, known as the
Polo-Hunt Club, is still very much in demand for dances and other activities.
Interest in polo at The Infantry School began in the autumn of 1919,
shortly after the newly created school had moved from the outskirts of
Columbus, to its present home. Three polo teams were organized, two of
which (the Blues, and the Yellows or Freebooters) consisted of instructors
from the Academic Department, the third being composed of officers on duty
with the 29th Infantry, At the beginiing of the 1921-22 school year, the

833 Field Artillery battalion, which had joined the garrison in 1920, also
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placed a team in the field. From these four teams, a post team was chosen

which toured the Southern Circuit, as well as accepting invitations to play

against the teams of such posts as Fort Knox and Camp Bragg. This sport
flourished until 1940, when it had to be discontinued because of the
pressure of military duties. The Spring Horse Show was an annual event
begun in 1922, and carried on as one of the most successful and popular
activities of the post through 1944, when riders competed for prizes and
ribbons in the Campbell King Bowl for the last time,

In the autumn of 1923, initial steps had been-taken toward the
organization of a pack of hounds to be maintained by the Officers' Club
for hunting. Hounds for the first post hunt were loaned to the officers
by huntsman Sergeant Thomas Tweed of The Infantry School Detachment. The
following year, the building up of the present pack commenced as hounds of
English, French, German, and American origin were donated to the hunt
by the Cavalry School Hunt., Some had belonged to the Coblenz Hunt and
had been brought to this country by General Henry T. Allen when the
American forces were withdrawn from Germany. The pack increased through
the years by gifts, purchase, and breeding within the pack itself. The
high standard of The Infantry School Hunt is indicated by its membership
in the National Steeplechase and Hunt Association. Until February, 1944,
when, due to the manpower shortage, and consequent lack of competent
attendants, the stables were emptied of hunters, riding to hounds was one

of the sports of the garrison.

In midsummer of 1923, an improvement in the rail transportation fac-

ilities, especially for freight,'was made by granting to the Central of

Georgla a revocable license to operate trains on the government branch
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line from Benning Junction to the post. This arrangement became effective
on June 15, By this time, the little narrow-gauge railroad which first
had béen used to assist in the distribution of building supplies in the
cantonment building days had attained respective proportions and an enviable
record of accomplishment, Its rolling stock comprised 7 locomotives, and
more than 100 cars of different types. In the preceeding twelve months it
had transported over its 27 miles of track more than 81,000 passengers,
besides millions of feet of timber and thousands of tons of supplies.
There was also some standard-gauge equipment, including two locomotives,
which belonged to Fort Benning. The shops of this pygmy railroad system
were charged not only with the maintenance of its own equipment, but with
that of all other army posts in the United States.

In spite of the valiant and hard struggles of those most keenly
interested in the development of The Infantry School to speed its growth,
it might have taken them many more years to accomplish their mission if
it had not been for Muscle Shoals., When that project was abandoned,
thousands of dollars worth of material and equipment was left apparently
of no further use to anyone, The government decided to write it off as
a surplus and let those who needed the materisl come and get it. The news
of this decision reached Benning, and 2 companies of the 24th Infantry,
under the leadership of a member of the Engineering Department, were soon
on their way to Muscle Shoals, They filled hundreds of carloads with all
sorts of tools, shing}es, nails, doors, plumbing fixtures, hinges, screen-

ing - almost everything necessary for building construction, and brought it



back in triumph to material-hungry Benning.

With Fort Benning destined to become the largest military school in
the world, it was only fitting that a man skilled in city planning should
be consulted, and accordingly a map of the post proper was drawn and sub-
mitted by the late internationally known George B. Ford. The plan which he
suggested, and which was later approved by the General Staff and the
Secretary of War is, with but few deviations, the plan on which Benning is
now built .‘

Work on the first unit of the 29th Infantry Barracks was begun by
contractors in February, 1925. This building was of the newly-adopted
cuartel type of barracks, three-quarters of a mile of concrete, brick and
steel quarters, and its design was such that it could be built in separate
sections, with appropriate interior divisions, while presenting from the
outside, when completed, the appearance of one continuous CFshaped
building partially inclosing an interior parade ground. The first section,
which cost about $325,000, was finished in September, 1925. Other units
were added at approximately two-year intervals, until the building, with
. a troop capacity of 2,113 men, was completed in 1929, In March, 1925,
the main hospital building, a three-story concrete structure, and its
accompanying group of kitchens and smaller buildings, were completed.

The use of the 12 temporary small wooden buildings which had been located

on the lot in front of the present location of the Main Theatre was not

abandoned, however, until 1929.
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3 The Infantry School, 1925,
‘Showing The 29th Infantry Barracks Partially

Completed,



