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To obtain approval for new MCoE policy on use of steel targets in marksmanship training

2. RECOMMENDATION: CoS approve and sign. Assign MCoE policy number (

3. DISCUSSION:

a. Purpose: To prescribe the safety guidance and procedures to allow the use of steel targets in basic and advanced marksmanship training
on ranges and training facilities of Fort Benning. Georgia for the following weapon systems: 9mm and .45 caliber pistols; 12-gauge
shotguns; 5.56mm rifles; and 7.62mm sniper rifles. This policy does not include procedures for the .50 cal sniper rifle.

b. Basis: The guidance provided is based on empirical data collected from U.S. Army installations (Forts Bragg, Campbell, and Hood), the
U.S. Army Asymmetric Warfare Group, U.S. Marine Corps. US Army Special Operations Command (USASOC). and various Federal
agencies (FBI). The following procedures must be followed to ensure the safety of Soldiers in training when using steel targets.

c. Applicability: This memorandum provides guidance that applies to all ranges on Fort Benning, GA when using steel targets within the
Fort Benning Range/Training Complex. Given that (1 ) ARDEC has not tested or validated the use of steel targets or the ballistics
associated with its use and (2) current use is based on empirical evidence, the use of steel targets is classified as a deviation from
established range standards and procedures; as such, only the installation Senior Commander/ CG MCoE may authorize deviations
(enclosure 3). Training units desiring to use steel targets will submit request(s) for waiver in accordance with AR 385-63, DA Pam 385
-63 and MCoE Regulation 350-19.

d. Challenges: TC 25-8 specifies standard range design with integrated placement of steel ("iron maidens") (enclosure 1). U.S. Army
Armament Research. Development and Engineering Center (ARDEC) has not tested or validated the use of steel targets or the safety
certification of accepted steel target types. TRADOC TCM-Live has not approved a Life Cycle Management Plan (LCMP) to procure,
inspect, or replace steel targets within units; Commanders currently procure with available operational funds. TRADOC has not
developed/published Army capabilities development documents (CDDs), Soldier training plans (STRAPs), or doctrine to support training
support packages/lesson plans for use of steel targets. FY13-14 funding is insufficient to sustain steel targets in BRM/ARM training.
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