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IBOLC Reading List For All Infantry Leaders 

Title Author 

Once an Eagle Anton Myer 

The Outpost Jake Tapper 

House to House SGT David Bellavia and John Bruning 

Platoon Leader COL(R) James R. McDonough 

Gates of Fire Steven Pressfield 

No True Glory  Bing West 

What is it Like to Go to War Karl Marlantes 

Matterhorn  Karl Marlantes 

Infantry Attacks Erwin Rommel 

We Were Soldiers Once… and Young LTG(R) Harold G. Moore & Joseph Gallo-
way 

East of Chosin Roy E. Appleman 

War Sebastian Junger  

The Power of Habit Charles Duhigg 

America’s First Battles Charles E. Heller and William A. Stofft 

Black Hawk Down Mark Bowden 

Maneuver Warfare Handbook William S. Lind 

A Message to Garcia Elbert Hubbard 

The Defense of Duffer’s Drift E.D. Swinton 

The Defense of Jisr Al Doreea Michael L. Burgoyne & Albert J. Marck-
wardt 

Nightmare on Wazir Street Center for Army Lessons Learned 

Outlaw Platoon Sean Parnell 

Blackhearts Jim Frederick 

Washington’s Crossing David Hackett Fischer 

On Combat LTC(R) Dave Grossman 





 

 
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
                                   

  
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   

   

 















































 
     IBOLC HISTORY 

      The Infantry Basic Officer Leader Course traces its history to the early parts of this century.  On the 1st of 
April 1907, the School of Musketry was formed, and it was located at the Presidio of  Monterey, California.  This 
school was moved to Fort Sill, Oklahoma in 1915, where it was re-designated the Infantry School of Arms.  On 18 
September 1918, the War Department issued orders moving the Infantry School of Arms to an obscure post named 
Camp Benning and the School's first class of newly commissioned officers arrived on the 2d of December 1918, to 
"master those weapons which a soldier himself carries on foot."  This class was quartered in tents. 
 
     In the following year, the 29th Infantry Regiment was founded at Camp Benning for the purpose of training 
student officers.  The Infantry School of Arms recognized the need for a unit of trained cadre and instructors to 
realistically and correctly demonstrate the tactics and doctrine taught at the school.  The Regiment served in this 
capacity for the next twenty-four years.  War Department General Order 7 officially established the Infantry School 
at Camp Benning, Georgia on 30 January 1920.  The expressed mission was "to prepare selected officers to per-
form Infantry duties required in peace and war with emphasis on the art of command and leadership."  During that 
first year, 702 officers attended the course at Camp Benning, the largest body of students officers assembled in time 
of peace for training in the art of  war during America's first 144 years.  In 1940, the Infantry School became a 
separate part of the post and on 13 November 1941, the Student Training Units were reorganized into two student 
regiments and trained both officers and enlisted men.  By 1942, America had entered World War II and in May of 
that year, the Infantry School was expanded to three regiments under a Student Brigade.  At the war's end in 1945, 
the Brigade was deactivated, and the Infantry reverted to two training regiments.  As the Korean War began in 
1951, the Student Brigade headquarters was reactivated.  Until 1953, however, there was no Basic Course for Infan-
try officers.  The Student Brigade ran the Infantry School's Officer Candidate School, while officers from other 
commissioning sources were sent directly to units. 
 
     In 1953, the Basic Infantry Officer Course was established, and all newly commissioned Infantry officers, with 
the exception of OCS officers, attended this course supervised by cadre of the 1st  and 2d Student Regiments.  This 
organization remained in effect until 1964, when the Infantry School was re-designated the United States Army 
Infantry School and the School Brigade was formed with the 2d Student Battalion to administer to students attend-
ing the Infantry Officer Basic Course. 
 
     The Battalion was re-designated in 1974 as the Basic Officer Training Battalion (BOTB), a provisional com-
mand subordinate to The School Brigade, with the mission of training infantry combat platoon leaders. During this 
time, the program underwent major revisions.  MG William G. Lithium, the Commandant of USAIS, directed the 
basic course be improved so that lieutenants would become experts in weapons, tactics, and maintenance and GEN 
DePuy, the TRADOC Commander, directed the Infantry School to test an IOBC structured with trainer-cadre 
assigned to each platoon.  This organization was to be based on the Israeli Officer Basic Training system. Through 
1977 and 1978, a Provisional Battalion was formed and the Battalion found a permanent home in Building 74 as the 
2d Student Battalion, the School Brigade. In June 1982, permanent order 106-1, re-designated the battalion as the 
2d Training Battalion (IOBC).  The decade of the 1980's was a time of further change and modification for IOBC.  
In late 1982, ,a major revision to the course took place adding two additional weeks to the course making it 16 
weeks long, which it remains to this day.  In 1987, the IOBC line companies from numbered to Alpha, Bravo, 
Charlie, Delta, and Echo companies.  On 14 August 1987, in accordance with Permanent Order 94-37, Battalion 
was re-designated the 2d Battalion, 11th Infantry.  On 8 February 1991, the School Brigade was inactivated and re-
designated as the 11th Infantry Regiment.  2d Battalion, 11th IN became a part of the newly activated 11th IN 
Regiment.  In 1995, the battalion headquarters moved to its present location in Building 76 
 
     Over the years, the POI continued to change making IBOLC a more physically and mentally demanding course.  
Since 1907, and throughout this century of change, the IBOLC mission has remained essentially unchanged: To 
prepare and train Infantry Lieutenants to lead platoons in combat.  


