First Sergeant Ernest J. Balve was born in Antwerp, Belgium and raised in Williston, North Dakota.  He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from Minot State University before enlisting in 2002 as a 15T UH-60 Helicopter Repairer, graduating basic training in Fort Jackson, South Carolina in January 2003.
His military education includes:  Advanced Individual Training (Honor Graduate); the Warrior Leader Course (Commandant’s List); Advanced Leader Course (Distinguished Honor Graduate); Senior Leader Course (Distinguished Honor Graduate); and the Aircraft Crewmember Standardization Instructor Course.
His military assignments include:  UH-60 Crew Chief and Maintenance Team Leader, 45th Medical Company, 421st Medical Battalion, 30th Medical Brigade, in Katterbach, Germany; Section Sergeant and Platoon Sergeant, Alpha Company, 12th Aviation Battalion, Military District of Washington, in Fort Belvoir, Virginia; Platoon Sergeant, Charlie Company 3-2 GSAB, 2nd CAB; Brigade Standardization Instructor, HHC, 2nd CAB, in Camp Humphreys, South Korea; Platoon Sergeant and First Sergeant, Rear Detachment, 601st ASB; Platoon Sergeant, Bravo Company, 601st ASB; and First Sergeant, Bravo Company, 3-1 AHB, in Fort Riley, Kansas.
His deployments include: Operation Iraqi Freedom II and Operation Enduring Freedom XIII-XIV.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1SG Balve’s awards and decorations include: the Bronze Star Medal; the Meritorious Service Medal; the Air Medal; the Army Commendation Medal (2nd Award); the Army Achievement Medal (2nd Award); the Meritorious Unit Citation; the Army Good Conduct Medal (4th Award); the National Defense Service Medal; the Afghanistan Campaign Medal with Campaign Star; the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal; the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; the Korea Defense Service Medal; the Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (3rd Award); the Army Service Ribbon; the Overseas Service Ribbon (4th Award); the NATO Medal; and the Senior Aviation Badge.
