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| PART T
THE DEFIISE OF BASTCGHZ _




PREFACE

The purpose of this report is the sﬁﬁdy of armor at
BiSTOGIE. ?pe ;outhern ARDEHHES counteroffensive, of which this is
‘a pa#t, took place during Deceﬁber 194, and January 1945. As this
docgﬁent is primarily a study of amor, strong emphasis has been
plgeed on that role, vhile the roles piayed by other arms and units,

even tPough they have actually been of equai importance in the action

under review, have been of necessity either omitted or only triefly

nentioned; The first chapter, however, is devoted to the initial -
caploynent of the 10lst Airborne Division because its stalwart stand

at stratezically important R/ S8TCGITE set the stage for the action of
! !
the armored units described in this report,

e have been fortunate in heving at hand the facilities of
the Library of The [rmored School., “Hthout thc resources thus
afforded us, as well as the -capable and cheerful assistance of the .

\
sersonnel in charge, our scearch for information would have been very

\
difficult., 'k have survcyed, as source naterial, the After Action

. ’

Reports of the units actually involved plus those of adjacent units,

pertinent publications of the Department of the irmy, unit historics,
scveral publications by recognized authors, and have also obtained

nersonal interviews with somc of the personncl concerncd in the
\ ,
operation., Although we have had avallable a wealth of material
) c B

csngcrning somc oI the largce units, we havc on the other hand had

extrene difficulty in finding information gbout the smaller oncs,

~
s
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This opcration was performed rapidly and thus allowed little time for de-

tailed prior planning. Frequent changes of comnand, shifting of units.

lock of written orders; failurc 4o record oral arders, all resulting
from the fluid action, worc definitely undcrstandable happenihgs but
prescnted quite a puzzle to those of us who tried to sort thea out,
Obtaining maps of the area conccrncd caused us considerable trouble.
Sheets vhich were plcntifﬁl during the war arc now almost impossible |
to finds Ono secction, a icy part Vin our study, was not obtainablc
2eglly nor fron Tlashington. o werc very fortunate in that Iiajof
fialph i, Click, who was ogong those present during the campaizn,
read an advertiscrient of ours end lont us his personal copy.

i.ajor James B. Duncan, i”irst the 5-3 and latcr the Executive
Officer of the 20th amorcd Infantry Bettelion, furnished us r:.uch

valuabic data. In addition to the detailod fiwst-hand informetion

ziven in several intcrvious, he produced a conplebe sot of pertinent ‘

situcticn maps rads Laedietely aftcr the action,

P

ir. Robert E. icrrian, author of Dark Decenber, paid us a

visit durirg his rcccat trip to The Jumored School, Hc assj.stod us
coasiderably in th: clerification of certein obscure points,

" It is desired to aékhowlcdgo thc assistancc ziven by ‘thq
following officei=: Lt Col Alexander Grzhan (then Colsnel),
fomerly Coizandii Officer, Division 4’;ftillcry, 4th Armored Division,
for infar:ﬁati_.on cn the gm"crjal situctiony Lt Col Albin C. Irzyk (then
Lajor), formerly Cor.mandin,: Officcr , 8th Tank Battalion, for dctajtls
on the alctﬁn of CC3 of the Lth amacred Divisiony Lt Col Robert 10,

Parkor, Jr., formerly Cocranding Officer, 94th amored Tield [rtillery

e



Battalion, for details of the final attack of Reserve Cormand, Lth

Armored Division, through ASSENOIS; llajor Edvard Bautz, formerly
Exccutive Officer, 27th Tenk Battalion, for details on the action

of thot unit; Iz2jor Idward li. larkey, fomecrly Séh, CCB, Lth Armorcd
Division, for details on the march to .RION: lajor Robert B, Crayton
(then Coptain), foraerly Cfmmanding Officer, Company C, 19th Tank
Battalion, for dotails on the terrain, weaticr, and the action of |
his unit; and to liajor LQ oe Le Grecne of the Rescarch and inclysis

Scction of The Jrriored School for his advice and guidance in the

organization and preparction of this study.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Problem

Armor and armored units played a vitél.rdle at BASTOGNE,
elgium, during the femous Battle of the Bulge, It is thec intcnt
of this report to cxamihb the caployment of arwored clements during
this phasc of the canpaign, both-in the defensc of the beleaguered

city and in the brilliant attack that affected its rclicef, Primarily

it is a2 study of amor in tpc robile defense, ahd arnor in a hastily
nlanncd and oxecuteG attacks |

The basic principles of innorcd warfare arc: nobility; shock
action; Surpriso, gained by doing the uncxpectéd; fire and mancuver,
bascd on asscd fireporer and spced; concentration of cffart; and
cooperation, coordination, anc. tcamwork of the coribincd arms., Suc-
cossful amored action is charactcrized by deliberate planning and
violent cxccution. In instances imcre these principles werce violated
we have sought to,dctcrninc thc rcason‘and the rcsult., Conclusions,
regardless as to whether or not thoy cre in accordance with these
doctrincs, are tharaughly analyzed in an attenpt to deteriine their
justif'ication,

lany arniored units werce cr:ployed in the BAST‘GHE arca auring
the Heriod covercd by thls report, Numcraué'volumcs would be required
£5> cover coaplcetely the actions ;f;cach unit, Therefore, thiSNrcport

has been dovoted to the activitics of the 4th [rriored Division and
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CCB of the 10th Armorced Division, 'Ihc action of thesc units was

varied cnough to give zn aceurate picturc of the cnployment of armor .

in tho eritical situation which cxistod for tho illics during those
heetie days in late Docombor 1944,

Tic Gernen Home Front

Allicd pressure and rapid géins, since the invasion :_>f
ORI, JDY had greatly lowerod the morele of the German pcople. Hitler
realized this and, vhile rccovering-fron the abtack on hi;s lifo on
20 July 1944, decided somcthing rmust be donc. His enswer to the
prqblem was the plan for o large scéle German sffensive. For this
nurnosc he built up as large o force os 29ssible; which, wvhen asscribled,
consisted of foﬁr arnics, |

ho Gerron Plan

——

"o four .mics Hitler picked to corry out his plan werc the

Fiftconth, Sixth SS Panzer, Fifth Fonzcr, ond Scventh. Fiftcentn

) ——— 3 3

.y on the righ% was £o continuc its defensive mission in front of

First US ;ruay's lcft floni, The nedn cffort throu :h the center would
. _ g

be mede by the Sitith SS .miy wer the co r:0ad of 88 General Scpp

Dictrich, and Fifti Doascr iy uacer the companc of General Von

Canteuffel, Soventh rowr vould be givon the rission of nrotecting

the loft flonk.r

A,

"ho Gerran plon wns to strilwe west bolucen [GISCHLU and

ECTINMNACH froo an asscrbly arcs norie >f the [ OSLLLE ond rest of

COBLZZe. The Sixth BS .um; iould be on the rigat of ccnter and thc

Fifth Ponzer srry 9 the lodh.  Doch iroy wos to have o nininum of

ol 7}

four nancer divisions., (3cc sketch [foe 2, Annendix VII.)




"iith this pla.nv end an overall nission to drive through the
sh. ;;,llics;, destroy thirty or morc Jllicd divisions, and capturc the
city of “,,TERP, the German Jrmy launched iis LAADBINGS offensive
16 Deeenber 1944, Hitlert's drcanm of a large sccle offensive to

bolster the crumbling morale of the Gemen people was now in action,

The Significaonce of B..STCGNE
There is no apparent rclationship between the decision of the

T ——————— ______Germans to usc virtually the sonme cree for the ARDEMIES offensive as

they had used in their warch into France in1940¢—Hitler personally

ciphasized that the orimary objective of the offensive was the destruc-
tion of encuiy forccs_a.ncl not tne acquisition of territory. The tirust
toward [NTVERP scaued the best x.'.ctl::jd ta obtoin this becausc it x-rouid
cut off not only the fgicricans in the [U.CHIN arca, but also the
British who werc deployed \e.la@ the Dutch i‘ront.ﬁ The nission cclled

‘ for thc destruction of cneoay forces north of the lince [MT TRP, BRUSSELS, 1

. R
B3.STOG:m,

The J,llicd Situati:m.

During the carly sart of Doecenber 1944, 4Allicd plans calléd
for the advancenient of the northern and ccntml groups of armics fore
vard to the lower reaches of the RHINE River. It was belicved tiaat
Trow these positions 2long the RHINE, t'n¢ final crushing blows ogoinst
. the ‘hco.r‘t of Germany could be delivercd, s asccondary offort the
soutizcrn grouen of armiesb was dirccted to attack toward the REINE.

This iicve was desizned to coke t‘n.c atteck in the north cesier by
nolding as nany Gorr.ldn forces as po;siblc in the socuth,

To carry osut the ohove »lan, :axinum forces were concentroted

iy - | | |
® -
| I




in the [ CQ'BK area to insure rapid movement to the RIINE across

‘the most favorasble terrzin, Remaining forces were employed to o .’
sustain the operations of the Third US /my in its planned offensive.
The results of these concentrations of troops wore that some sectors
of the front were very lightly helds One such sector was that held
by VIII Corfas » on the right flank of First US imy. This corps was
covering é distance of about 75 miles with very few troops. The
divisions it did have wcre either.battle weary from long periods of
combat or ¥green", untestcd units, The maintcnance of a very thin
line to makc morc troops availcble in the north and south vés a
caleculated risic taken by the Sﬁprcme Corriander, This decision

wes based on the difficult terrain ond the lack of any strategic
onjectives in tho VIII Corps area.b' it was into this zonc that the
German offcnsive broke on 16 Dccember 1944, (Sce sketeh Moo 1,

ippeadix VII.) _ ' ‘

The Germen . ttock

The German. attack hit a very weak and surpised 4llied force
as it rolled forward out of thc dawn of thit December morning. l.any
units fought courngoously zgeinst the advancing cnemy, but at best
it was only declaying action against an overiclming forec, Thesc
actions harassed and hempcred the cncmy and slotred his advance, but
did not st_;o? him, By night of 20-21 December, B.STCGID was complcetely
cncircled, The Aicrican units in the city were cut off from thcir

supsly lines and isolated fron friondly forces on their flanks and
/

to their rcar,
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The Importance of B.STOGNE

The city of BASTOGME lay in the path of the ~dvancing German

Fifth Panzer jmy. At the beginning of the German offensive it vas

the site of VIII Corps Headquarters., It was a vital cogmunication
center controlling nunersus good highways and smaller roads which
converged on the city. is long as it was held by the imericans,
it represcnted a thorn in the side of the German offensive,

The cepturc of the city wauld have given the éncmy frece
access to thg road net it controlled. .s day after day went by;‘it
becaine apparcnﬁ'to the German High Cammand that B, STOGNE would have
to be taken. The town itsclf, with the immcdiat; vicinity and cross~
roads it controllcd, was absclutcly ncecessary for the rear areca
lines of communications and Sﬁpply; éhus BLSTOGHE had a vital '
mcaning for tac success or foilurc of the German offcnsive.5
Such was the situation in BASTOGNE when the Third us LIy was

orderced to turn north.

NOTLS ON CH.FTEZ I

l"chort of Opcrations, First US :miy," 1 lugust 1944 to
22 Tebruary 1945, ». 103,
\’ ' .
2Pcrcy Ernst Schromm, "Preprrotion for the German Offcnsive
in the JRDENITES,!" Scptcaber to Diccmber 1944,

3"Report of the Suprcine Commander to the Cazbined Chicfs
of stoff on the Orerotions. in FRurope of the jillicd Expeditionary
Forccs, 6 June 1944 to 8 i~y 1SL5," p. 72.

b1vig, p. 75,

- chrcy Zrnst Schremir, "Coursc of Tvents of the Gernon
Offcnsive in the RDEITIES," De 9
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,‘ lolst Agbo;:ne Division
‘ B « thi.nk that wo shoald put th(nn thcro," s‘.id Iuor ‘Gogoral

J. Re 'hitloy, assi.st ant Chicf of Staff, &3, &lm,\"tho placo ha.s!
tho best raqd nct in the :.rca‘._?l Thus began the moveriant of the
Ql1st, [ﬁ.rbérnc_(DLYiSian tawaﬂ B."'.ST(I}IE s Bolgiux, with whosc mame |
thoir fame wos to be thercafter inscparably linked, B P
vhan firgt roports hogan caming in over the wircs at SHIEP |
'\\thgt. a bpocikthrough of undetoruinod strengtly had boag made im tho
VIIT G.ax"pa front curing tio carly morning houps of tho I6th of
- Dacembop 1944, "hitcly twned to his troop liat of rcecrveg., This
list indicated that tho only amfilab;c resorves on the cant:lgcht were
" the 101st and 82d Arborne D...vlmns. Thcse two divisions h;.d"bcon
famcd mto the XVIII . irvorne Corps under tho acting conmand of
‘ -~ L'ejor General Jaa\ncs tle Gavin. Duploying this strntczic reserve in
|  a gronnd rolc he_/fi bcen the least of Suprome ile dr/; arters! desircs.
It nad becn hoped that with thc coming of spring thesc divisions
could ch used to oxploit - success of »anc of t’nc: armics in crossing
the groat IHINE Fiver barvier in Gcnmmj. “hitclyt's tincly deceision
on the 17th of Doccmber was the difference beticca losing the critical
camaenication hub at B.STOCIE Aancl stopping the on rushing German _
DeNZETS, - |
' l  The 101st rgccivéd its novemont order while if vras rosting
}n Camp 1;00}1..‘[“,1,01&1!‘2«‘179410(; , heving just comploted s dt,‘}s of sustained

cambat in Hslland, Coiponice -rere understrength and the division
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GL\PTER IX
101st jirborne Division
1T think that wo shoald put tham tharo," szid llajor Gonoral

Jo 2 Thitloy, assistont Chiof of Staff, G-3, SHF, “tho placo has
tho becst roa\.d nct in the :'_rea;._?l Thus began the moveriant of the
st ﬁrﬁérno" Diﬁ-sion toward BiSTCGIE » Bolgium, with whosc name’
thair fane wae to be thercafter inscparably linked, \ P
vhen first roports hogaon caming in over the vircs at SHIEF
'\thgt a brocithrough of undcvorninod strength had boar made irs the
Vi C.;!fp&. front curing tho carly mdrning houps of tho 16th of
Daccabor 1944, ‘hitcly twrncd to his troop liat of rcscrves. Thisw
list indicated that tho only awrileble resorves on the continent verc
the 101lst and 82d ‘irborac Divigions, Thcse two divisioas hé.d' beon
fomed into the XVIII .‘-.irbor;lc Cbrps_under tho acting conmand of
Lajor Genoral James i, Gavine. Dmploying this strmtczic reserve in
a groond role ‘ne,/fés been the least of Suprome ieadéuarters! desircs.
It nad becn hoped that vith thc coming of spring thesc divisions
-could bo ussd to cxrloit a success of onc of tic armics in crossing
the great [HINE Fivor barvicer in G,ofrmmy. "hitclyts timcly deeision
5n the 17th of Docciber was the diffcrcence betucca losing the critical
cammunication hub at B,STOCE and stopping tic on rushing German
DeNZCrS. | /
T 10lst recoived its moveaent order while it was rosting
in Camp LOURLLION, Fronec, heving just completed 73 d::js of sustcoined

cambat in Eolland, Conponics icre understrength and the division
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follow that Meuliffe docided to stop in BASTOGHNE.

, Even as the commenders: spoke the 10lst was procceding to
YERBO.OWT undor original arders. Micjuliffe, with no quartering
party to move tinc division intd bivouac, directed that Coloncl
Rinnoré, his accompanying G=3 ,  and he takc a swing west of tomm $o
sco if they could locate an ares. 48 it turned out, Lciuliffe's
decision placing the division west of town in a shcltercd forvard
asscnbly arca until it ves rcady to strike i.ni:lucnccd the action
to follow. Kinnard now found it nccessary to get to the crossroads
at SRL:ONT west of town in an attenpt to intcrcept the 121st column.
Luckily thc 82d ,irbornc Division had left France first and Kinnard
dirceted an VIII Corps MP to divert the traffic following the 32d ©o
B;/STOGNE, This cetion smoothed the whalé movament., Colonel Sherburnc,
Divisian‘ .,;rtillcry Commaander, wrs the first to arrive ot the erosss-
roads and postced on officer guide to insﬁrc that no uniﬁs of the
101lst siippci by in the approaching darkness, liciuliffc had placed
the 50lst Parachute Regiment at the heac of the column and by 2300 on
the evening of the lSth s Lt; Colonel Julian Je Twell, commanding the
I"ogimcnt, closed kis unit intl,'J ité arci.

LB 2200 the samc evening, i;cAulifi‘e ond 1iddleton were trying
to figurc out where to commit tie SOlst; The si_tuation being so fluid
and obscure Licauliffc suggested to ldiddleton thot they send the 501st
toward LONCVILLY, cost of D.STORIE, to develop the situation. iid=
dleton, knowing that units of thz 28th Infantry Division and the
%th .raored Division werc supposc to be l'llclding in that vicinity,

grabbcd upen this idea zs being a "good old Leavenworth solution

\

-8 -




of the prgblc@,lvz Le4uliffe sent for Zwell of the 501st and outlined
his mission. Specifically Ewell was told to scizc' a road junction
voll beyond LOWGVILLY. In thds way it was hoped tie situction could
bc clarifiod and the cnemy definitely located,

45 the rest of the 10lst closcd sn B.STOGIE during the
night of the 18th of December, the 50l1st preparcd to junp off at
davm. .t 0600 :on the 19th the 5C1st moved throuzh town with the
Ist Battalion lcéding. Twell left the remoinder of thc regis ment west

of B..8TCGIIE, awaiting his orders to support the ottack should it becae

necessary. The 501st mct hecavy resistonice 5000 yords cost of 3.8TOGHE

~

and remaincd committed in that arca for the rest of the aperation,
On'tho worning oi the 1Gth, lc, uliffe osrdered the 506th
Parcchute Regirient to procced north on the road t$ LHOVILIE end orgzon-
ize the high frrou.nd ncar FOY. .5 he issucd the orders, Colonel
"Mllina L. _wbcrts, cxinyding CCB of the 10th uamsred Dz_v’smq,
arrived at his CP, ooberts told fc uliffe that he had reccived
a nessage from the 20th resrced Infontry Battalion in MOVILLD
requesting pemission to withdrew, doberts wanted t2 know if
Lciuliffc would r.inforec his unit, Tt apncercd to be thc first

‘mowlecdge that the 10lst had that somcone clsc was fighting in the

]

L

arca viti snwcific orders from VIII Corps to hold the towm  of

Q

1

OVILLD, iesuliffc ordercd the lst Battalion of the 506bh, comonded
oy Colonel La Pracc, to proceced iwnodintely to NOVILIE to supnort
the 20th :IB. Lo Prade arrived at the CP of the 20th AIB ot 1130,

19 Dccembers, The remaindeor of the battalion aarched into HOVILLE
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at 1330,  lajor ¥William R. Desobry, camnﬁmding. the 20th AIB, was in

the midst of trying to stavo off at.'oacks from threo directions,

Tho 3d Battalion of tho 306th was ordercd to FOY on the afternoon

of tho 19th ~nd tho 2d Babtalion vies held in rcecrve, Tho 50§th

"zogimcnt was novr cammitted in tho narthorn soctor of B,LSTOGNE.
Tid-afternoon of the 19%h sav 1_c..uli.ffe ordoring thc 5024

Perachute Regiment to ILOIGGHLLPS wost of the positions of the 506th.
'Hy the morninz of the 2Cth hc;uliffd found hims:if faccd with

the sonc situntion as Roberts had the nrevious dey. It vias a decision

bctieocn haviqg the trocps in MOVILIE writhdraw to fizht azgain or hold~-

ing the zround at all costs. Corps zave its egpprovel to the withdraw-

al and tuc sporction oc**.n impediotelys La Proco h':.d been kilied ond

r.ajor Haruick,'thc exccutive officer, found himsoli nard—nrcss d to

wiithdray his battolion, The 34 Battnlion of thce 5024 »;s.oracrcd

to attack toward LIQVILLD rarallol to and west of the woads It s

hopec this vould r¢lic§c thic preszurc on the units in the town

since they were cbout to ke encircleds Tids battalion cstabiishcd

contact riti: thoe 3d r’ut";luﬂ of e 506th in the town of RECTCIT

west of FOY and -+ ordercd vo nolt. it vies now folt that the 3d

Botinlion of thic 5724 misht becone invelved in o costiy fight to

o

rcliove HOVILIE. oo the oftcrnoson of the 20th the units ia {IQVILIE

O]

fouznt thair woy south to FOT.

ToSuliffe now haod his 501st, 506th, nnd 502d Farachute
vents arranzed in o soiicircular defcnse frow WRFFD on tiw cast bo

N Amrm A

LOMTCH LTS on the aortinrcs: ;rotocting the anproaches of BASTOHI,

-10 -
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In the meantine on tho, 19th of Docember, Colonel Joscph He
Harper, commending the 327th Gli_-clcr Infantry, took over his command -
ost ot 17.IDE STe STI HAE, The rogiment had no sooner settled ‘
down than a czll for help came fram the 50lst cast of BASTCGIE., The
1st Battalion was dispatched immediately to support the right flank
of the 50lst which waos being infiltrateds At 0400 on thc 20th,
the 327th Comuend Post ond the 2d Battalion werc moved to B/STOG:E.
Yiithout pausc thc 24 Battalion moved straight into IL"‘.IH’TIE, cast of
toim, and took over the village. The 3d Battalion of the 327th
remeincd in tho vieinity of FLITGRGE contacting the 5024 on- their
right in IONGCH.IFS. This final movement fully cammitted the troops
of tho 10lst Division,

In the frecceding actions it must be romcmbered that although:
ic uliffc wios bricfed on his missiom in B.3TOGIE by General [iddlcton, '
tﬁc VIII Corns Comocnder, ! c.uliffc gave no indication thet he lmow '
CCB of the 10th _rmored Division had committed tcems in NOVILLE,
LONGVILLY, and "LRDIN. Had [.c.uiiffe known this, he cortainly would
not hove sent the 501st dovmn tk_w road to LOIGVILLY ithout sccuring
further information fror. CCB of the 10ta rmored Di\(ision. flc.ulirfe
and Taverts both reported to the VIII Corps Comuander ot the same
hour ond were bricfed on thcir missions. Doth units were opcrating
uncer their own commanders and this undoubtedly is the rcason for
'thc_ lack of coordination in tihc initial pho.scs of thce battlc,

General .iddlcton attacﬁod CCB of the 10th Jrmored to tie
101lst on thc 2Lst of Dezeaber and they remained attached for the

durction of the operation.
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CHAPTER III

CCB, 10T AR .ORED DIVISION [.CVES TO B..STOGHE

Combat Command B of tlhe‘ 10th jArmorced Division played a
promincnt role along with the gollant 10lst Airborne Division in
hald:}ng B,’,STOGlIE while Third US imy elements swung north. Due to
their mobility, armmor was first to arrive on the scene; and, al- |
‘though fewer in numbers and historicelly less canspic\uous , con well
be accredited for the initizl salvation of the city. In this chapter
we shall sec how the cambat command was shifted suddenly from a
‘quict sector ncar 1ETZ to rus_h to the assistance of the rapidly
disintegrating Reserve Commond, 9th Amored bivision. The 9th
Armored had been in VIII Cﬁrps reserve backing up the:infantry
cdivisions on the linc; ond, vhen the Cermman attack started, it was
camitted to fighting hopclcss delaying actions as the .merican
forces fell backe “ic shall sec how CCB, 10th prmored Division,
moved into this fluid, vaguc situstion stripped completely of
sourccs of intelligence; and hor it was deployed initially to
block the three prineipal cntrics into the city.

On thc crucial 16th doy of December, Combat Command B, 10th

T ST T
"y

arrored Division, wes in the vicinity of LLING, France, under-
going o rchabilitotion period from previous combate. Rumors, amina-
ting from thc north, circulntcd the vague story of a Germen attack

on the 7irst US .y front. Events developed rapidly. Early in the,

morning of 17 Dcccmbcrl the conbot command reccived orders to nove



immodiately to tho vieinity of LUXRMBOURG. By 1320 clements hit

tho road, aml by 2155 tho rourgusrd olosed in tho vicinity of LFAL
and STR,SSEN gbout three kilametors west aﬁd slightly north of the
eapital city, Hcre tha combab command was placed on 2 ono hour
alert to movo an division ardér to counter any cnemy threat,

Thc troops assigned to CGB et this ti;_ﬁe consisted roughly of
four battalians; one tank, tws amored infantry, and one amored
artillery battalion with aomal camplcmcét. of cavalry, antiaircraft,
and cagincors (sce Organizciional Chart o, l)% “ith thcse clements
Colonel Tilliom L. Roberts, vencrable comuanding of ficer, molded threo
toams of combined ams. Team Cherry, commonded 3y Lt Col Henry T.
‘Cherry, (Scc Organizational Chart Mo. 2); Team Dcsobry, comnanded
by Liajor 7iilliam R. Decsobry (Sce Orgenizational Chart No. 3); Tcam
O'Harc, c;ammgndcd by Lt Col Jamcs O'Hara, _(800 Orgonizational
Chart Nos 4)e

| Shortly after 0900 on the 16th, orders cane from division
for CCB to join VIITI Corps. . licison officor, iajor Johnson,

§~2 of CCB, dennrted imccdiately for Gonerzl iliddleton's head-
quartcrs, tlon b BWSTOGE, Belgiua. Sinultoncously the column
pressed on £ ;-.RLOI-T to awalt the instructions of tice Jorps Coo-
ponder. 1jor Johnson errivad at the hesdquarters in Bi3TCHIE

at about noon and immedintely 'wont into o hudale with the G-35.

Tho axtent of the Geman \:ttc.ck still srasnit complctely appercnt,
hawever, the orizinal troops of the thinly held VIII Corps froat
werc being scverely mauled, and were rapidly falling beck., Inforaa-

tion, fricndly and hostile, wos pareacountly veguc ond ccafusced,
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"of 'us, (east) sa,Ld thc Cenvrc.l "but oadly cut ub._ ’“he 51tuatlon

,J.s i‘lu:nd. Hov nanj teams cap yau nake uo"" '

s Colonel Roberts replled th At he was on the "road m three

oalanced tee.ms plus a bautallon of flcld artlllery in dx.rect sup—

oor’c 01 ’ohe como at comm:ma,

General llodleton's tone uas tcrsc, hJ.s d.].rectlons conc:.se- :

"CCB wlll move ultwut\ dcla,f J.n threc tcams to the foll:mlng oosn.—

Thcre was no mlsta.klna these .Lnstructlons. ; ,"Ihe s:.tuatlon

~.‘\: -

Tlme was of the esscncc.

. If tho




Robcrts,-vr‘w had witncssed m;:mss rot,rcat at CHATEAU-THIERY

.

!\
L .

" in 1918, vccallc«d a V:Ltal factar- USir,~ thwc u_Lll be straaglers.

I went autnorlty to usc these men.# T thls tho corps cormander

'g.grced 8. - o

4 L e .mlc south of BAST(I}m.;, z.;bez;ts met the vanguard of S
. his column in tnc gatncrmg winter dusk.' As ’phc toanm passcd by i
Cin ord\.r, O'hara, 4,20th AFA, C‘lcrry, cLnd Dcsobrj, Coloncl Rabcrts

relayed instructions to eec"x of the Commanders. aftor briofly Sl

3

‘scan_ning a map for a favorable p031tlon,' the armorcd artillery

wvas sent into positisn just cast of the tawn.. Tﬁq'pi‘ogress of
the units through the strects of BASTCGX‘EE, jammed vith stragglers
and bustling corps pcrsonnol, was greatly impeded. It became
“nceessary to commandeer stragglers os 1iP!'s to supplemont those
which were orgé.nié to the.combat' command, At lcast onc tcam
‘ | o (Cho rry) cmploycd its cavalry to guide the way. .
| At 1815 CCB was placed under d_rect control of the VIII
éoros. Later the 35th and 158th Combet Engincer .Ba.ttallons were

Ny _attached to .the combat conmund.r Both units were usod as mf .ntry

' to, suno;vmcnt the defonse of thu city; the 158th t,o the north in

- _ "thc mcmlty oi‘ LUZ”‘QY a_nd FOY, thc 35tb ’t,o t.ho south and south-

ca.st toward IL.\RVIE and RQ OIFOSSE.
For tno bulcnc\, of the mgat BASTCI}N"" ias free of chemy

' actlon, but ’ch\, affcct oi‘ his adecc s aoparc,.n.t. Hundreds of

\

/ strac,g,lors "a[Lqu thc roads mov1ng south de wcst. No attcmot was

\’
: ma.dc to StOL tn\.sv troops bcc‘_usc Colanol noberts dld not feecl that -

v




¢s bordered on panic. One artlllcry_ organizat:.an abandoned

thoir guns rizht in the city streets; although lator an officer

made tham return to get theme Corps hcadquarters withdrew during

tho night to NEUFCHATEAU. In spitc of thc imminonco of tho Cermans
~ upon their very backs, nany of the vct}icios‘departod from BASTCGHE

with their hoad}ighﬁs blezing merrily. ' The Germans could hardly
have misseci the fact tha.t traops were clearing out of .the citya. |
B.lt for tHe 28th Imcmtry Dlv:.sz.on's stubborn stand at JILTZ md
the 9th Armored Division's roadblocks cast of ID}I}VILI.X, the
Germans might well have scized BASTOGNE that night.

CCB's threc amored tecams girded tl‘xcm_sclvesfor'combat.
Team Desobry probed north through FOY toward HOVILLE in avcolumn
formation. At about 2200 his advance gua;i’d, consisting ;f the
Intclligdnce and Reconneissance Platoon, 20th AIB, and a scction
of the lst Platoon, Company D, 30th Cavalry Squadron, cntered
NOVILIE to find it frcc o£ argé.nizcd troops, friendly or hostile,
Straggling GI's drifted in from the dircctioh of HOUFFALIZE.
rithin an hour thé complete tcam closed on the towms In the
darkncss lajor Desobry decided that the cstablishment of a
camplete defense would be impractical, so a hasty perimcter of
thrce outposts was cstablished about a half a milc from NOVILLE
vhere the ground overlooks the towme Each outpost was composcd

of o section 3f mediun tanks and about a platoon of amorcd




%o HOUFFALIZE, ono on the BOURCY road to the cast, end tho
&hé.rd ta the northwest on the road to VAUX, (ScoA Sketeh Mo, ].)
'mc angincer platoon was directed to put in hasty minc ficlds,
and although the holes to rcccn.vc thom werc dug, the mnos wer?s
not cmplaced due to the continuod arrival of strogglors. Actmg
an Colanol Robert'a instructlans to commandcor these poople,
Desobry collccted many stray infa.ntr‘- cn and attompted to fit
them into his ofgmization. Howover, it was later found thai
thoso damoralized individuals were of little value whon things
got hote Onc aﬁganizod platoon of fourﬁocn mon and an -afficcr'
Lrom CCA, 9th Ammorcd Division, waé the cxcoption to this rule,

They stayed with the tcam and fought well in tho action which
fOl.lOWQdo

Shortly bofore 1800, on the high ground south of “TARDIN, .

Tcam O'Hera stopned for the night, (Soc Skateh io. 1) Afaw
sutposts werc put out to sceure the arca, but 1;10 strong defcnse
wms abtcaptod. The night \‘{aé 'quict excent for stragglcrs Dass-
ing threizh; rost of “hom rear arca troops of the bat’c.grcd'
28th Infontry Division, holding WILTZ to the southcoste

Team Chorry wheeled cast to TONGVILLY in two tcams,
Hyduke and Rycusony aiter debaciing tho *:mix:xs in an asscubly
arca nocar 3.".STCG2~IE. AL 1920 lst L Zdward P. 'iyduke, car.manding”
Company 4, 3d Tank Bettoliocn, -'r‘-.altcd the lcading clicments just

wost of LONGVILILY. The towm, wilich nostled in a depression
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botween scveral adjaccht hilis, was jgmmcdfnith tho vechicles of
clgments of CCR, gth Annoécd Divisian. Colonel Cherry and his
sésfwcnt forward to ascortain the intontions of this outfit and
t5 lcarn what hec could of the cnomy's advqﬁce. Tith onc battalion
of infontry, two batterics of artillery, and supporting tanks,
* CCR had sct up roadblocks cast and north of the town,vand had
reccived scveral #ttacks during thc cvening, At that time they
had no> orders, no plan, and did not know whether they would pull
sut or remain in IONGVILLY. Ab this very mament, although, of
coursc, the ﬁmcricahs did not know it, the Geman columns were by-
passing the town to the south, Cherry returncd to his column re-
fucling along the B4STOGIE road. He dirceted Lt Hyduke to recon-
noiter the ground wost of the town and‘accupy it with his forccs
bgforc dawn.i Rycrsonts forces vrere t2 rcmain approximotely whcrev
they were until there was o change in tho situation of CCR.
Coloncl Cherry then rcturn¢d viza LAGERET to BASTCGNE with the
report for Colonol Robertse. Jlong the route hc observed CCR's
treins moying roarward irdicating CCR had madc a decision,
Coloncl Roberts dirceted Cherry to cover this force if it withdrew,
but to hold LOIGVILLY in any casc,

By 2339 the woary clemonts of CCR began their srithdrawal,
Coloncl Chcrrj rcceived the word from Lt‘Hyd@kc after midnight that
he and Ryerson hcld the IONGVILLY arca alone. This bad news was
éupplomcntcd by the roport of a wounded tanker thet his vehicle

had been hit ncar LAGERIT. .aother source reported o strong
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'm& :& ﬂ‘a raad bamoa ‘i’eam
and its CP at NEFFE. (Sce stcetch N3e. 1)

Captain 7illiom F. Ryerson, commanding Company C, ZOth
armored Infantry Bettalion, was directed by radio to dispetch a
natrol westward fram LONGVILLY to rcopen tho road to NEFFE. Two
squads of armorcd infantry reinforced with a comnandeered tank
destroyer sct out on this mission. Bast of L/GERET thoy dis-
aounted and stealthly cpproached the .village. Quickly they sbserved
at least a company of German infontry reinforced with several tenks
near the crossroads in the tomn., This thoy decided was £90 hot a
torget for their forccs, so they scurricd back to Capteain Rycrsoh
with the réport. | "

Thus CCB was disposed on thc night of their arrival at
BASTOGNE. For an all too briof intcrvel, the toams were precisely
as had been dircetod in the corps commander's orders, Three tcams ‘
in three isolated positions, widely dispcrscd, with long lines of
compunica tlan, and without latcral contacts, or infantry supporte
.pproaching were thc aggrcssivc ond victorious German panzer columns;
cager to scize uhgt they could, porticularly a >rlze like BASTOGNE,
the princip;l cormunications center in the crea, It was most fortun-
ate for the [llicd couse that tic Germons had adopted thc'ricacﬁet-
ing tactics of an arpored {oree in the oxploitation; dodzing to the
right or left of 2 ccnter of.resistancg, ever seeliing an unopposed
avenuc westword to the 1TUSE. Houcvcf, the grey foggy norning of

the 19th of Deceaber wns to bring sharp action to cach of the

@
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HOTES FOR CH/PTER IIT

L.rtor pction Report, 3d Tk Ba, states that CCB wes alérted
far this novement to LUXELBOURG at 1830, on the 1b6th of Dec L.

, ZRaberhs)' Interview, 141, p. 1, and ifter jction Report,
3d Tk Bn. J/ slizht discrepancy oxists between the trosp organiza-
tisn listed in the intervicew of Col Roborts and the ifter jction
Roport, 3d Tk Bn, in 8> far as the lattoer lists only two platoons
of C> C, 20th AIB, rather than the vhole company, and aits the
tank destroyers’ and cavalry clements cntircly: Later in thc same
report, however, both the 2d Platoon, Troop D, 90th Cavalry Squedron,
and a tank destroyer unit are mentioned, indicating the discreponcy
is in the 34 Tk Bn rcport. o

3Roberts! Interview, 1=41, p. 162,

Lol Roberts! Interviow mentions the fact thet Brig Gon
LcAuliffe, acting commander of the 10lst iirborne Division, was
prescnt at the Corps Cammond Post when he visited it, He clabora-
ted no further, but it is inferred that CCB at the time became
awarc of thc intended cmployment of the 101st in the vicinity of
B..STCGIE. ' )

5Gcn‘l.;iddlcton's renarks ore cxtracted from Col Roberts!
Interviow, D. 2e '

'6Gcri idddlebon's remorks arc extracted from Col Roberts!
Intervicw, D 24

7Col'Robr:rts' reanrks arc extracted from ol Roberts!
Interviar, pe 2.

8asberts! Intcrvicw, 1-41, p. 3. Gen iiddleton's confirma-~
tion of this ngrccment was os follows: 1190106 1laj Gen iliddlcton
directs tict 7ou have authdority to teole over oll or any wvort of
Rescrve Caxwand,. Gth smc Div, in casc they shov the slizhtest
inclination to retirc, .avtiiing you do to prevent folling back
in tho arca will be given fullest bocking.”
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not lend themselves to successs First, as hes been pointed oat,

wpmr

T "TLTHDR.:7A

By sonding the amor to NOVILLE and LONGVILLY, General
:iiddleton had hopod to thwart the a’oticking nanzers well to the

oast and north of B.STCGHE. qucvcr, two foctors of this plan did

tho Germans were by-passing centers of resistonce anc using sccon-
dary roqtcs. Socand; a single combat cqmmand was not a strong
onough forece % hold on to thesc scatterad positions without
support, Tk shall scc how two toans of CCB fared undor thesc
unforcsceable circumstances, These actions will be dealt with in
rather minute detail in order to strcss thé vigor of the German
assoult, the lack of combet intelligence available to our forccé,
and the roactions of ;ndividualé ond snall units in a rapidly
Ifluctuating situation. |

Tean Desobry at HOVIILE

At 0430 on the aoraing of Deccaber 19th, stragglers suddenly

stopped streaming into iejor Descbry's lines in front of MNOVILIL.

Irmediately the troops becace alert ond suspicious; Gerrans were
closc at haond,
a5 0530 a group of five to cight half-trocks clattered out

of the darkncss befsre the roadblock to the cast of the tom, along

the road t2 COURCY.  Thc men on the rondblock ecould not be surc thesc

vehieles contained Gerrmons or 0re jicricon siregglers. Since iunes
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soveral hundred yards to the rca.r, thcm was 03 physic..l barrier .l:
top the approe.ching vchicles, The* first sentry stationed along
the bank abave the road called out "halth four times bofore tho
leading_vchiclc ground to a stop dxrectl,y bencath the men of the
sutpost, The driver muttcred samething in German, This was cnough
for the /pericans. They mgcdiatcly showered the vohicle'with'
grenades from their vantage point on the overhanging bank. uany

of the grenades la.ndec} directly in 'ohe carrior ;v.nd' axploded among
the scre:-ming Gorrans, The rést. of the encuy quickly cane off

t.heir carricrs and todk pasitiocns in tho ditchcs on cither sidec of
the roadse 4 shé.r.p skirmish doveloped between these men and the out<
post with grenades and amall arms. After about twenty minutcé,

Sgt Leon D. Gontt, who cormanded the outpost, realized that he

would have to withdraw in facc of this superior forcc, He gave ‘

the order to pull back about o hundred yards s> as to cscape
the "oata s¢ nasher' grenades which the Germans were flinging
about. The twe nediun tanks supporting the outpost. about a

hundred yarcs awey ¢id not fire in spite of all the shaatlng which

had gonc oile This was »robably becausc they feared hitting their
an ceny and also because it wes too dark to sce tﬁc Gernan vehicles
down the road., .8 soon as Sgt Gantt's nen withdrew, the Germans
dartcd back to their half-—tracks s vmeeled abaﬁt , ond cisnppeared in

the darknoss fron whence they had come. Sgt Gantt went to 2d Lt

illen L. Joanson, com:anding the two tanks,and asked why he hadn't

-
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time, however,

f's front was clearcd of friondly troops he fired several
d:mn tho road. It was improbable that these rounds cansed
nuch damage. A4t cia.wn\ (about 0730) At.he roadblock fell back to |
HOVILLE as had boen its instructions tho night\’t;erax-e fron
‘liajor Desobrye T T N S
The significance of this zction is cnhanced to almost re-
markeble proportions in a statencnt by Colonel S. L. A. Larshall
in his book, "iMen /galnst Fire," as followse: '

Agein, could there be a bettor axample of the miraculous -
possibilitics e{\a ariall volumo of fire than the incident
. at thc BOURCY roadblock to the north of BASTOGNE on the
- morning of Decerber 19, 19447 Twelve pmerican armmored
infantrymen, twclve very nervous infantrymen fired er-
radically in the darknoss at a group of approaching
cnemy soldiers, They fired end fell back. They werc
. looking for better ground. Thoythought that they had
' arobably turned back a German reconnaissance clement

and that their fire mey have hit four or five men.

Bat the German group wes the point of an infantry
regiment which was locding the column of the 2d Panzer
Divisiosn, It hod recoiled on mecting the surpeisc fire.
The commendor reported, quitc incorrectly, that he was
being opposed by superior forces.,, The word was passcd
through tws higher headquarters and ¢ orps orderod
2d Panzer Division to change its route of carch, and
swing nortitrard, thercby wasting precious time and
traversing unnccessary spacc. Had the cnemy made a
gasd lunze cgainst the BOURCY roadblock, he could
have turncd southward and cntered B, STOGIEE before the
erican forces had asserbled. The whole bady of
cvicdence franm our cwn and cnepy sources supports tho
csnclusion that had this happened, the RDENNIS conpaign
wauld have socen a faor diffcrent course and the cnemy'fauld
not have been checked short of the line of the LEUSE.

about 2 half a rmilc wost ond north the men on the HOUFFALIZE




tanks approached their position. Sgt iajor Jones, Hgqs €o,

20§h AIB, had stationed himsclf about 75 yards ahead of the roade
block in a fahole cut in the sloping bank beside the road, It
scaned to him that these tanks sounded like the rumble:of our lik's,
and he believed more Qtragglers were coriing in. a8 the& nearcd-his
isolated foxhols, he shouted "Halt', and fired a quick burst from
his BiR over the bow of the leading vehicle, " The tank halted qnd.‘n
Sgt. Jones heard the occupants spcaking in English; hovever, his -
caution was quickly restored by a burst of most unfricndly sound-
ing 50 célibe: fire inches fron his head. Sameone cried "Cease
fire, they're fricndly troaps."z This may have come frau the' :

occupants of the tanks or from the roadblock behind. Howewver,

the two Mh's supécrting the roadblock, failed to heed the cry

4

whether it ﬁas a warning or a hoax., The jmerican tank on tihe

right or ei.xst side of the road fired twd rounds at the leading

tank, Six quick rounds were reccived in reply, cnding t@e in-
decision as to whether the force was friendly or hostile, Both
Lih's were destroyed in this deddly volley; however, the ruined
vchicles sonewhat blocked the foa‘d and. provided some cover fron
ﬁh‘ich a friendly half-track could fire its machine gungx on the
eneny. & hot cngogement blazed away for about an hour, during

which an unsuccessful attenpt was nade to get at the cneny armor

with an infantry bornc bazooka. at 0730 the fog descended
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2 fall back on IOVILIE. A8 the growp withdrow the
; were Feinforeing their tonks xﬁ.th;f j.nfantry.
v The roadblock on the VAKX foa.d ha.d heard the action taking

place at the nore casternly positions, but had not itself been |
attackede 48 they withdrew to HOVII.I.Ein the fag, hovrover, B
sounds incdicated the ~nfra~ch of the cnemy in that quarbcr t59e

Capt-Gordon Geiger, Hcadqutcm Connandant, 20th AIB had

sct up a perigxetcxf\ olong the outskirts of NOVILLE during the night
of the 18th -~ l9£h; 'fhis faorce consisted of a thin screen of in-
fantry wit.b autom.tic weapons reinforeced mth tanks and assault
guns at the orinclpc.l points of cntx"r to tho tovn. The linited
nunber of ~infantry was nainly on the north anc’: cast circunference
with the south and-west guarded with lonc tanks, This pcrimtcf,

. . though wealk in spots, aided in the defonse and n_\f_‘fordcd a linc

. apon which the retiring outposts could fall backs

The roadblock crews hod no ssener gotten back to the town

when o Gernon 88-rn begen firing sut of the fog from the north. The
" Gernons, though they cauldh’t. sce aob all , could tcll fron their naps

that their fire weould cousc havoc in MOVILLE, 28 the HOUFFALIZE rooac,

along which they were firing , ron straight into the tovm, Hor were

they wrong. “Athin holf on hour of continu;us pouncding three half-
, tre.cks,‘.c,nc’; o jccf, yere dastroyed within tho c;n.fincd creca of

YMOVILIT. i:ddraculously, no personncl were hurt.

\

At absut 0830 tvwo liark VI “Tiger" tanks loamed out of the-

® s
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ﬁguypaLIZE road. ‘Mthin visual range also was a fricndly -
and a 51~ gun. Imediately, cveryone opencd fire; the
machiné gun crow caploying a bazooka. Jill of thesc crews claimed
eredit for thesc figcrs,as both began tqiburn. Thcir crews attempted-
£o bail out of the fiory hulks and csca,pc‘in the fog, but it was ime
probable that nany escaged in the hail of small arns fire that groct-
ed than. \;v.ﬁ any rate no 13ris$nérs were taken. Some infantry had
advanced bohind the Lark VI's, but discroetly withdrew at the
gound of firing; VJV . Lo : ~
Lt about 0930 the enemy began a scx"/i,csv of pra%cg\ fron the
/wcst s where the defonscs were thine The officer in cha.fgc; of this
scctor, 2d Lt Eugene Todd, was new in action and fclt that the
whole German Ariy was upon him, Vhen he requested permission .
to wfthckaw, Capt Geiger replicd "Hell, hold your ground and fight."3 ‘
Lt Todd caurageouély conplica,
Thé runbling of vehicles ond tanks and other sounds of a
build-up iicicated to .thc cefenders that a najor attaclg was dcvelop=
ing bocyond the shroud of f\ag; Suddenly at 1030- the aist r:ise like a

curtzaine, The landscapec was filled with tonks,  Capt Cnar R Billett
, ’

commionding officer of Company B, 20th AIB, saw morc than 30 tanks

”

(

fron his sccond story schooliicuse OPe  There was no one who could
o . ( ‘ \ : .
scc 21l of the cnemy's forces from any one spot, but it was cstimated

that thcre were at lca/st 50-or 60 tonks. Surcly an cnbire penzer

division was attacking., On the ridge toward VAUX fourtcen tanks

¢
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Sior, mlnd heavily on. t.he t.anks sending °ff streana :‘z,,
rigachcting traces bullat.s. ¥ a PM&U of. 853’45 800 yards, the

tanks haltcd ‘.nd. bega.n tiring mm the tm« F:m an hour the

‘ﬁght. raged in the switli.ng fsg».‘é mmmcntz,y the curtain raiimd

and lowercd. mm a£ ‘the taureéon tanka mre d.uabied an the ridgo;
threc >f thom burning, which nhde them pasiti\to !é.lla " Ono- of the-
remaining five chargoed dovn the highway, and was sot a’a].azc a.baut.

. 500 yards from tho town. So offoctive was the fire of owr tanks,

tank destroyors (which arrived just as tho nanzaer farce was first .
revealed) and assault guns that six other Gorman tanks. did not '
withdraw after thc ongqfoment. One panther was miraculously di;- |
abled by a singlc round from the 37-ma gun of an M8 armored car.

Two other cnemy taniks, vhich wore at a closer range than the tanks
sn the V.UX ridge when the curtain went up, charged the comnond posi_i
abt about 25 LPH in the manner of the ™wll known irresistable farce.".h
Confusisn signcl for a few minutes, but a2 105-mn c.gSualt gun opened
firc on the ioading taenk at a range of thirty yards.. This round
stopped the tank but did not disable its gun 3r Crow. .'Ihc Gcrman
firec ot the ;0 and rissed; then he tricd to back off. One more
105 round firiish\cd hin. The sccond German tenk was destroyed by
an dk close at hand. .

To the cast of the tovm the Gertians attacked with infantrye
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turned and rafe. Cvcr 700 yayds of apen graund hc:;‘. ta be: cavered

bef::re the naarosf. covar gould be. mache&f and. atu- autmtic
weapons fm eut thcm, to oxecoa ‘as thoy retreatad. .

Durm, tho fight the en&;v kmd haon planmg heavy indirect
art,zllcry fire an m.e tawn.5 ‘In Iesponsc 'ao kaja}- Dosohwy'a urgent
rcquest the 420th Armored Ficld ,rt.i].l.ary, tryixg to supﬁort each
of the clcments of the combat cammand fram & paait.viot_x cast of

B.STOGNE, fired at maximun range; their shells barcly cloaring tho.

Py
-

buildings of IOVILLE. It is doubtful if their fire lmocked out
any tanks; onc, of course, the Germen artillery was boyond range, 4

but, with cxécption of the sncak attampt on the right, it prevent- ‘
cd Gormen infantry ;rom Jummg the attack,

Najor Janes Be Dunm.n, S=3 of tha 20th AIB, speaing :>f this
action several years later, rcx;a.rked. that during the morning the wost
Qiffieuit toic o tue staff was trying to make the tanic comnanders
change their positions after fJ:.ring. The tafgets were just too
numerous £or the tankers to spend time mancuvering their vehiélés
to alternate firing positicns, ‘Somchaw thce tenk destroyer crews
dd not fail Victiml to this nistoke, and nade frequent changes in
their location, (s a rcsult, onc tank dcsti'aycr hit by »cnemy

artillery was their only casulty; wherc as the tanks sustained
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nugerous losses. Herc is conclusive evidence that a tank pust not

completely sacrifice its nobility in order to enploy its fire power
repostodly, |

During thec height of the attack, l.ajor Desobry had requested
>f Coloncl Roberts to withdraw to FOY. This rcquest had been notivated
by two factors. First, the ground was cefensively poor, particularly
when dealing with superior forces; as has been explained previously
the ground now in German honds commanced NOVILLE with cxcellent
routcs‘into the towm. Sécandly, contact patrols which hed Scen
sent foward thc rcor that rniorning had not returned, indiqating
that thc cneny nmight alreacy be on the only cscapc-routc. Coloncl
Roberts, after conferring with Genaral Higgins, Jssistant Division
Comuander of the ncwly arrived llet Alrborne Divisian, and being
proriscd irmediate support of cne parachutc battalion, replicd to
the rcqucst.as follows: "You can usc your own Jjudgement about
vithdrawing, Eut I'n scﬁding:a'battali:n of paratroopers to re-
inforce youl."

nI111l got reacdy to counterattock as soon as passiblc,”7
returned ajor Desobry.

By 1130 all was quict, oxcept for o fow harcssing rounds
of artillery that <id littlc camoge to the defenders, ht this
tice Lt Col Jaries L. La Procic, Battalion Corran der, lst Battnlion,
506th Parachutc Infantry, accompanicd by his stalf orrived at
Desobry's CPe His troops, he soic, were behind hin along the FOY

Y

road cozer to fisht but short of cauirment, arms, and arnunition,
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due to their sudden departure from MOURMELOH the day previous, Lkajor
Desobry impmediately ordered his th, 2d Lt George C., Rice, to return
to FOY for the necessary supplies, Enroute, Rice met the advancing
lst Battalion and inguired for their S-4. He was vold this officer
had returned tq B:STCGHE, so he questioned them as to their most
critical needs., This proved %o be ammunition of all types. Off
dashed Lt dice to FOY where he loaded up his peep with hard grenades
and 1l ammunition., Returning to the paratroop colunns advancing on
either sidé of the road, Lt Ricc made a running issue of his load.
Tiro nore lean-frogging resupp;y missions were made before the head
of the colunn reached NOVILLE, On thesc trips Rice supplemented
his peen witn an overloaded truck, and dumped the loads in piles
according to tyne along thie road. The troopers threaded among
thesc dumps as they“advanccd to securc that which they individually
ncedcd, Bnerzcncy Lype rations that tie Leakers cerricd on their
vehicles in quanity weve distributed on an incividual basis, in a
nanner which could most accurately be cdeseribed as "bumminge!
Coloacl Lé Prede oind 1.ajor Desobry iomediatcly cenjoined in
an attack plaa embodying - coordinated armer--infantry assaulb on
all the high ground rorth and cast of i:2 Lorm now in th> hands of
the foe., . It was to be atutual &ffai?”ssinc; the status of onc unait
to thc othor tad oo kcocen dcfincd.' Thc »ar-rroopers wovld attack
=ith t'rce coipanics abreact, supported wity tanks and armorud
infantry tecams alcng the tuo wein roéds. (Ssc¢ 3ketch Nos 2,)

Company C of tac 5nth woild atuack on the right along the axis of
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the BOURCY road to seize the high ground to ﬁhc east; Campany A,

with its leftialong the HOUFFALIZE road, would assaill the ridge
northeast of the town; while Company B, with its right on same
road, would strike for the VAUX ridge, now a Corman tank grave~
rards

Shortly after u,jo the attack got,undér way. There was no
artillcfy preparation, and the unchallcngeci German bé.tteries harass=-
ing the torm succceded in prcvcnt%ng prépcr reconnaissance and orderly
asscublye. The assaulting canpénics had barcly clearcd the town when .
a Cerman tank cffort over the very same ground desccnded upon theme
Company A and the armor on both roads weas immcdigteLy‘blockcd by
heavy tank fire and forced to rcturn to tho‘town. Company C on
the rizht flank sas hit hard, tubt managed to keep moving. Likeidisce
on the left Baker Cormpany was able to cont;nuc the advance until
they rcached the slopes of their objcctive. At this time the ‘
Germans launched tanle-infantry counterattacks at the two flank
comnanics, Again the friendly fog descended, shrouding a vicious
small arms battle in whicii both sides could hardly sece cach other.
At duask, thesc gallant comuanics withdrew cgain to IOVILLE.

In the lull which followed,the paratroopers mingled with
the infontry on the perimeter, and ook the Opﬁortunity to dig in.
Shortly after 1700 German artillery began onowr its intcrdictionm
of the towne 1In the middle of this shelling a platoon of thc.
705th Tank Destroyer Battalion arrived to bolster the dcfensc.9

It was Gecided, after a confcrence with General Higgins, that the
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town would be defended for the night by clemonts of the 1lst Battalion,

506th, hoiding the perimeter, with Toam Desobry in the center of the

tovm as a mobilc strildng force. (

At 1800 an 88~mm shcll cntered the command post, and struck
down both the infantry and the armored commanders., Lt Col La Prade
vias killed outright, and 1 jor Desobry was vounded so scvercly that
he wes immcdiatcly cvacucted, 1lajor Robert ¥. Harrick, cxeccutive
officcr, lst Battalion, 506th, assumcd command of t@c combincd
force; iajor Charics L. Hustcad took over the ammor,

Throughout the night the Germans cngaged in a scrics of
probinz cttacks with tanks in twos'and threes supported by infantry.
The troopers wrere kept busy beating off these fog enshrouded sortics
uith bazookas and small arms., An occasional round of :rtillcry fell
i the towm; houever, scveral ;mmunition supply trucks werc success-
fully brought forard from TOY. Sounds of a mejor build-up drifted -
in to the ncrvous defeaders, but for soe reason thc cnemy did not
attack in strongth throughout the night. |

On 20 Dccéﬁbcr action wes vigorously rencwed in the 1JOVILLE

arcae Two Gerrion tanks come roaring through the ficlds along the

" UQUFFALIZE road ot 0730, As they reached the buildings on the cdge

of town they nulled to o holt in mutuslly protecting positions,

Thcir runs blozed into the villasc, Onc Acrican neep was hit
2 o & * ‘

and dcamolished, Dot ten yeards from the invoding tonks a poara-
troop bazooka tonm sel one tank efleome with their first rochkot,

Staff Szt iichecl Lesnink, a tonl: cosmender, dismounted from his
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vchicle to reconnoiter the situation on foot, Pecring arcund a ‘
building hc ascertained the exact position of thc remaining cneny

tenkes Then he returncd to his own tank, rotated his gun in the
rcquired dircction, alerted his gunncr, and drove directly into

the moin strect in the path of the German, One quick round finished
the surpriscd ’i‘oe. Bub anbther cnemy tank lurkcd.on the road be-
yond in the fog. Apparcntly its mission had been to support the
ostiier two tonks or to cover them in the cvent of a‘hasty vitidrawal,
Pcrhaps it wes just worc timid or more disercct, At any rate it
suddenly opencd fire olindly along the road. Onc round struck

Szt Lcsﬁi:kfs tonk in its turrct, damaging thc'travcrsing mechanism
so e was unchle to rotate als gun to the lcft, Farpunatcly, the
crew vas unhurt;

By 1000 the fog thicitencd to "soup," Visibility was about

ten yords. Tiith a roar a Tiger tonk drove olindly into iJOVILLE.
pvicently the iark VI haca't rcalized he hed conc so for, end ho
ground to a halt dircctly in front of thc building used as the CP
of Compony B, 20th AIB. Slowly the big 08 rotated to cover the
door, so huge it precticolly toucned tnc cnirance.,  Copt Billctt,’

~d other in the i

o)

cadquarters, cxpericnccd scveral trring sccoads,
snain it wes Szt Lesniak to tho‘rcscuc._ Rotating his cripplcd
turrct slizhtly to the righ@ he fired threc quick rounds into the
Gernan witﬁout injuring Liim, Confused as to th: source of this
volley, the Tizer hegan to bacl up. 4as it did so, its track

nessed over o mrked jeep, crushing it to o pile of junks T/ith
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the jecp under one trzck the ilerk VI tipped dongerously. This was
cnougir for the crew, out of the tank they camc, and sprinted away
in the fog., Before the teom departed from tavn,tnls undamazed
“mrk VI was destroyed ”1tﬂ thermitc grenades. Coloncl Roberts
fumed because thie prize wasnt't brought back to BASTOGhu, but

drivers wvere bccaming too scarc to accomplish salvage missions,
Throughout the morning the tonk destroyers of the 2d Platoon,
Company C, 705th D Bn, sfatianod south and southwest of the villoge,
heard hostile track vchicles beyond the fog, Once n high velocity
round from en unknoin querter scorod.a dirccf nit on one of thqir
vchicles, xilling the gunncr ~nd injuring thc rest of thc creir.

Shortly after the Tiger tank paid its c¢nll on Compeny B's CP the

fog suddenly lifted ond the sky clecored, Fiftecen Goermeon tonks

n frJnt of tho TD's heoding for tholir own linces ot ~bout

gl Al

1,000 yords rangee Four of thesc tenlis were disabled by the tank

acstroyers before thaeir firce become incffechtual,

()

k)

The bricf clcor asoncll now revecled st ha d baen susnccted

for some timce, Looking southwest tovnrd BASYCGNE, OVILIZ'S de-

]

X7

fenders could sce Gurmon oraor before FOY od 050

aight and upder cover of the morning fog, lajor Harvick ond Hustend

)

14

the hostile arpior ru:a*ln' ab:u vhica, now it was cpparent

surroundec, To odidl to tic .ils ivings woire tio other criti-

N

onteoet rith fricandly forces hiod boen out

v
0
i
‘l,.‘.
(W)
9

¢

veral nours; secondly, orior plereing asmunition wras running

!
-
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lifted ilnjor Hustcad sert lst Lt Hermon C.

tant, in a half-track to contact the 506th Para-

’;

1

chute Imfantrs in the vicinity of FOY, ond to rclay the situation

CCB. Jacobs buckcd tiwough scveral small cneny

croups Lo FOY only to find that the 506th wasn't therc; pressure

southr of the tomun
to Colonel Boucrt

one cntiaircraft

forced the singlc

(7

l-..l

vettalion (tic 3¢) to retire
. Jacobs continucd on to BASLCCHW and reported
5, Tho combet comriond rescrve, consisting of

platooin, wos sent to reinforce Eustead, but

before it could reach FOY tho cnemy had firmly bloclied the route,
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ad via the artillery nct, hey were inTornced
o o

that the sccond and third battalions, 506th Parachutce Infontiey,

-y ] . e
ould nale ¢ i

<
()
0]
w0
'_:-
(U
'3
o3

attock on FOY to relicve the sressurc

on NOVILLZ. “hen this attack mob under way Lhe forces wiere 0

7A3TCOIT via the DUSTCGHE~IIOUFFLLIZE road. (Sce

Swiftly the withdrawel plon was rade. Company C, 500th,

already 1n rescerve pasitiocns south of the village would become the

rear guard, Thre

lcad oubt on footu,

Tcom Hustcel, At

¢ tonks would supnort it.  Company 4, 506th, swoul
while the balance followed on the vchicles of

this time there srere more than fifty non~ambulo-

tory casualtics ts be evacuated, OF. coursc, these men reccived

priority, and the v

betwecen the leodi

L4 k) 3

chicles upon vhich they were lopded werc Hlaced

3

ng arnor and the mcin body. There was a good dea
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»f ammunition to be destroyed so lHajor Hustead and Lt rraonk, the
‘ engincer officer, had it piled against onc tottering building,

hoping the blast of its cxplosion would cause thce structurc to

f~11 ceross the highweay. Hustead pcrson ally rcnmained behind to

insurc thet 21l vchicles were undof way before siving Lt Frank the

word to cetonate the charge.

Fortunc continued to smilc on the Jmcricans! causc, Throggh—

sut the noon hour, and up until 1300, the sky was clcar as o beil.

Now at 1325 as thc colun begen Yo nove, thé fog sat dovm agoin.
In thc haste of the derarture tacticel unitywos ssmcwhat impaired,
hovever, as they zot under way rost of the aen quicizly located thoir
respective outfits, There was iittle dobt thot the Gorvens could hcar

the clattering vohicles, the question was would the cnoeny try to

S
.t
o

e moving colum in the flenk? Behini thon the blest of

® s peanicre sammttion i vas hoard, oub tho ealin poved sn
casily toward IOY.
ot lﬁng after the start onc of Husteadt's crippled leacd
tonks broke dovm and had to be absndoncd, hile the crew paused
7 -3

to caestroy the tonis with thorcite, the lone I8 amr ored car with

noint continued dovm the road ot full speod.  Thls vek lClO vent

clear to BASTOGHE wvithout a aiishap.

Just o couple huncred yards north of FOY some Gerran inf-
antry hacd positioncd thcmsclves in and around a farmm housc cast
AL

Awer. It wes at this point that the sercnity of the

vithdrawal changed corpletely, For soae reason, perhops surprisc,




this group let the 1 through without a scratch, With thclcolumn
it was o c¢iffcrent story.

njor Jemes 3. Duncan, $-3 of the 20th iIB, and for o day
novr Fustead!s "exec', rode in the leading half-track, Thc Germens
grected the cavalcade with a fusillacde of cutomatic firc and gren-
ades from the farn housce iachine gun bullets splattered the steel
windshicld of Duncan's half-traock; droppipg the visor shutter and
throwing ff:gmcnts.inta thc driver's facc, Liajor Duncon reached
for the hnnd bralces Thac half-track fo1loving had had its brolics
shot sut and Jduc to the suddencss of the healt crashed into the
rear of Duncan's vehicle,  Behind the cntiro'column grouna to o
stondstill, liachine sunncrs on the half-itreciks blazed awry, sup-
ported by dism;untod riflomen in the Citches, Ip ten ninutes the
skirnish was over ~nd the cncoy driven off in the foge The three
lecding ha}f—tracks, less o jor Duncans, locled up nnd nicved out
torard F Y.lo

: ) .

But the heavy firc in the south where tne 3¢ 2n, 506th,

vas attecking north oisled the coluan to fecl that they were still

being strongly opwosed, :lnjor Duncan had 5on¢ back €2 bring up
the teakse He ond Lajor Eastead, vhao canme forvard siin the column

nolted, Tinslly succecded 1o laocabing Lwd usehle tanks anc sent

Ly

then atainst the now aborooned farm house, Scveral rounds sct

the buildin- sn fire and the Sonizs vacked up for instructicns.,
(] A

Iy

uring these precisus rirutos three Gerian tanks, porhops alerted

by thc infantry retreatin: Jron the forw house, crept in {ron the
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ast to open broadside on thc two lihse

o

Captain Williar

the

The third tonk on the road, now in the lead, (tanks onc and
> 9

those described in the paragraph above) was short of crevman

the captain swung aboard

ise Obviously, thesc

hostile fire was drown

low, - But they didn't

50C yards

vchicle, He and

into BiSTCGHE.

Y

colwrn rolling augln. Onc of the

around the stallcd train to ot a
that had knocked cub thc JMse 4

ultz departed it

v

! {alrnea
tank (since

8

reversed quickly to

Lusber four tank ho

arzain to scek out the

drop, Tenk four cxnladed with

l-—J

¢ off into the rvaﬂ,

vchicular traffic,

- LB -

sh

ha

srevent a2 ¢ollision cnd

hit before the fire could be returncd,
. Schultz, CO of Co

£ifth tane in linc walked forward to sce

Schultz drove on

the crew cscoped unhurt,

ie nwhllo, the ~f4 icors of Tenn

hot

2,

ad just been '_ncuvcrlng,

Both

and noved out past the two knocked

tanks wrere beyong helping;

if he couldn't

“n\] :1 IL,.I.

sut

but since no

beyond it before eneny fire disabled his comianceered

hiten-hiked

at thc cnonyr tank

~orsached

gernan armdre Bt agoin ti

a terrific ol«st.

end

S0
¢ Toe

Yal
i

and effectively blocked 1itb ¢

the nunver four

ran

" Its turrct

> further

imerican tanks ere

s SO

705tn t“nb hcstr>;crs C2LiC up

B, 3¢ Tk Bn, comnanding
help oute

o were

he cdrove on, fccling the column would fol-

through FOY and continued

fustead strove to cet the

vas now in the lead) suddenly back-

AIB jeep witleh was noreally assisned to ajor Duncon,
t .

noved forvard



t driverless in the road. Cept Schultz

Howr the ©ifth tank s

03

had scnt his criver forward to man the number two lik that was de-
nolished in the first volley; and nc hlPS”ll hed gone out with the
third tank through FOY. Iiajor Hustced, Chot Billctt, and the first
secrgeant of the tank company funed up and dowvm the coluwan sccking
a drivcr, The paratroopers and aracred infantrymen folt that tine

tenkers had dcserted them; but actually 21l the tanlk operators

vere now killed, woundcd, or driving

Leamwhile the wounded in thc stalled carricrs wiere taking
a beating, Captain Jack Prior, babttalisn surgcon, worked without

cover during the action on thc road ancad, »atching the wounded
on their open carriers, lLiany of thesc casualbics wiere rewcanded
by the occasional snoll arms cnd mortar fire directed on them fron

~of -the-highyve

frogrent, but remeined dutifuliry at his Sost, coring for the

Soon arter the first tank clash had started thc naraltrdopers
behind dismounted and started forward on both sides of t. !
Thosc who swept around to the rigiht went all the way to FOY, en-
countering but few cneny cnroube, teking nost of these as prisoners,
the group which went to the left didn't progress much beyond the
site of the farm house before they cncountcred the rhontor Gemien
tanks in the'fog. They hurricd back to liaj or Duncen with the report

that prompted him to order the tanksforward.

Capt Billett, unrindful of the paratroogers successful swing




to tac right, fclt his infantry ouzht to a.tteb.p't to clecar a route for
thc tenks and helf-traclks. He soat back for his conpony, less the
drivers; ond olthousli cne nleatoon cid not arrive, he wmoved out with
the otheor tu:o platoons to the west of the roac, This group neached
FOY an? rcrsrted to the cosmancder, 3¢ Bn, 505th Infontry., The psor

visibility hod nasked both of these flanking movenents from lizjor

J

nustead wha-at this tise adopted o similar rlan., He gathered tuenty

orgo porctroodners and sot out on siill snother hook arcund thewest

20
flank.;z This _roup stang sweh wicer thag the first two partics and
cntered FOY alrost dircetly from the west, Shrautc they capturcd

twice thcir ovm stre Azt in CGerron dfiasnoré.- H.stord asked the
traapcrs >f the 3¢ Bn alvancing to the north if the ermor had sonc
tarsush. He meant, of csurse, his main body. The
scen first the 1.8 ar.ored car, latcr Capt “addell and the three
lecaling helf-tracks, enc finelly Capv 3ciiulbz's tenll ;o by, so
the : ansvicred "Yes, the oror has sone througa,' 8o Mustoad
borracd a necp and headed for RISTUGE. On the cige of the toun
he ot Cait laddelil and leerncd that tac ccluan hed not arrived,
“hen D ajor Mustecad relcorien ;» Coloncl Dokerts, he could only say
that the tcon was on the way.

icior fustcad, via “acdell's radio, znd Capt pillett over
.

;o the czlwan o cone arsund the

3a3r Duncan and 24 It Burlicesh P xford, mntor

=
@)

afficer, 20t AIB, unindiul >f Loih risssazes, were alrcady jochoy=

the eolwin over thet route.  Jerabtroontrs hal climbed akoord the

oo
50
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crewlcss fifth tank voring that they would run the "Sonovebiteh,™

and they ¢id, Just west of FOY the ground becenc soft and muddy

)

nd

k

the vehicles be to bog down. By pushing and pulling

Lsan
D

winching with the trooper ranned tank and dismounted infantry the
tiped caraven rcoched FOY about dusk. The original plan had been
for the tesm to sct up a defensive on the first high ground south

1

¢ outfib wes so cepleted and exhausted

D

ct

hut sincce

[@)
(=N
-
o
<
'.J-
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———
o
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o
o
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™ AMy

Coloncl Roboris ordercd ther on to BASTCCGHE.

Tear Desobry had gone to NOVILLE with fifteen tank 5 completely
wnawarc of thc situation, Only four rcmained when the te o dimned

1T )

back ints BASTCLIE. The bitier fighting in the north had talien

cnemy hatl paid

with 31 known tanks and cany norc probables.

The position of Toor Chorry wes none toosccure as toc murky

)

davm »f the 19th broadonesd. The forces under Lt Hycuke wa 'set up
on thrce sides of IONGVILLY and rcacly to Jefond to the rcar,!
During the nizht these men had alrcady brushed with the cneny.
Enstward on the road to> BASTCGME the vchicles of CCR, 9th Arrored
Division, jammed the roads, unable to w1tng;au because their way

.1 T A1 - l5 - A
was blocked by Tean Hyerson, In turn, Rycrson was stynied by

£ -

the cneny foree in LAGERET. Beyond that tawn, Colonel Cherry

and his headquarters company had cstablished a command post in a
stoutly walled chetcan a couple hundred yards south of the villege

of HEFFE. It wos obhvious to Coloncl Roberts and Coloncl Cherry

- 49 -




that LONGVILLY could nst be held in this menner, s> srders were
issucd whereby Lt Hycuke would become ths rearguard, whilce Ryorson
and the main body battered their wey back throush the cnamy force
in 1.GERET. “hen these qrdcrs viore rceeived, Chcéfy's cor;ang post
was alrcasy uncer attack.

AL 0636 the Reconieissance Platoon, Hqi 3d Tank Battalion,
outposting the erossroods in VEFFE was hit by Geran infantry ond
tanizs fram the cast, The CP was notificd, anc Cherry osrganized
the chateau for defensce. b the sanc bine he dlSJutCPOC two
mcd;um tenks to reinforce the reconneissance Hlatoon in HEFIT.

This combined zZrou> destroyed two Gerian tenks before being forced
to withdrew to the chatecau. During thc rcotiremcat, however, once
of the battalion headquarters tenlis was knocked sub by an cnony
infantry=borne rocket louncher. Throushout the dey the ‘al‘
detachinent in tuce choterubeot ofi
wheln it.  Autacatic weeons were strisped off the vchicles and.

crazlaced in the windows to cover the opproaches to tac building,

Y

O

“hile this furious firht woes rasing the 3a Battalian, 501st
Parechute Infantry, 10lst sirbornc Division, which had been dis-

anbennd fron DASTOGHE at 0620 to irestore the roaadhlock cast of

= maTA RSN 1]

16 .. )
LONGVIL ;,' was orobing costiard out of 1.0HT.  Toward LiiCe-

afternoon clenents of this cryonization were casesing the cnciy!'s

right flani north of NOZFFE ond tiwelr fire compelled

e

the Geraans

to Cininish their aticclis o

shortlr thercafter o platoon of sarctrooders moncuvered around the

sadnst Ooloincl Cherry's chatecau bastioa,




right flank and entered the fort, But the reinforcements had

arrived too late, The rqof of the building was afiré anc. the

blaze and smoke vere fast maling it untenable. AL dusit the force

sAthdréw to the trooper lines at 10T« A4s he departed Colonel

Cherrry flashed this message to BASTCGNE -- "e're not dr@ven sut——
1

we vere burned out., lelre not withdrawing--we're moving,”

The roarguard snd mainbody were having their tribulations
too. Ab daybreak Hyduke's positions reccived heavy rccket firc,
shich wes followed by an inbtervel of decadly silence., A4t 1000 the
dim outlire of two cnemy tanks was iiscernavle about 1500 rerds
southeast of LOWGVILLY. Thoy werc after the CCR armor Jammed on

Aoy

1 Al A P b e
ire and both cnecuy tahids

iy

the road, all the American armer opencd
sxploded in flamecs. This action jsrovolked a heavy shelling of the
tovmn by German artillicry.

Ab 1400 tac bolt struck! Inomy tanks closcd in from the

front and left flank. In five minutes tiro holf-tracks, two mecium

(.,.

ks, and a light tank of Hydukce's corriong verce acstroyed, Hear
panic flarcd up among the vohicles on the road. A group of strag-
zlers, organized to cover the left flonk, flod their position, lecaving
but 23 armored infanbrymen of C/20%h to hold that entire scctor, In
spitc of this confusion, Lt Hyduke maintained cxccllent control of
kis ovm force, and continued to fight until at 1430 an order from
Cherryts firc-siept chatecau dirccted him to fall beciz on Rrerson,

It was a blacic half-hour for lyduke; the ordcr simply

couldn't. be carricd out, The routes werc absolutcly blocked with




- ) %

vchicles, and snemy smell arms fire now scorching the arca prevented
a disiounted withdrewal, iany of the vehicles sought to turn around
cnd return to the ground they had defendede As they milled about,

five ligh’d taonks, o tonk destroyer and a tonk recavcr‘ vehicle were
g s v

AN
destroyed, The half-tracks in front were ao.ngoncd, and cnear
rtll;cr" ‘enocked out two m wedium tankse Of the two medium tanks
i .

left, onc lost a track and “res abandoned, the ?ther wes cut off
and surrounded by Germans. The crcws of the romaining three llbh
tanks destroyed thelr vehidcles to nrevent capture by the cnemys '

Chcrry:s 1a1n bddr troops had their taste of battle too, fg

llaving rccc1vcd Col Cherry's order to smash back through LAGER“T

ot 0830, Rycrson's troops begoen to wicave their vay throubu the

congcsted vehicles of CCil tovard their obhiective, As the lecad :
& [y " ) d

tank rounded & bend in the road 300 yords cast of the towm, a

R

conccaled AT gun opcned Tire on it.,  The tonk was destroyed

right wherc the LAGERIT-IOUOVILIY rond ron through a deep cut,

and its hulk effcetively blocked the road to the wvehicles fol-

. In the eil of shells cond hullcts the infontry came off

tucir carricrs and pressed ferword to the roversce slope on cither

N

sidc of the road vhers the tans hed been nit. They could go no .
articr bucause of thc lﬂtb nge fire felling on the foruard or
westeorn slope,  Finally, two 105-mm assault guns were mencuvercd

uy to thie ridge, cnd browgut to benr on the castern edge of the

sovm. itk thesc Suns firing che nostile shelling diminished,




At 1500 Lt iiyduke!s men began to {ilter back to Team

3

-

Ryerson from their bittcr struggle around LONGVILLY. Small arn

and mortar fire from IZACERET had slaciiened. considerazly, and a

force of infantry supported by two L tonks and an assault zsun

-

s

proved around the right flank, This group recceived some fire
from the southern portion of the village, but finally succceeded

-~

in cntcring thc northcastern fringe of buildings, Enemy vchicles

AY - . N
vere visivle, but the tanits ond the assault zun with the party -
couldn't find sultable firing positions to engage thems To dis-

lodge the Gemmeons, it would he necessary to attack it from another

¢ircction,

Toword this cond Crpt Rycrson orgonized a sroup of 40 strag-
- . ' R {

glers (mostly Hyduke's mcin and tiae 9th imored Division) into four
squads and reinforced them writh tuo wodium tanise At 1600 thish

N » :
force advonced against thc souticastera portion of TIAGERET. The )

/
p)

sotiating thc zround 'south of the

tanlts provead inéapiblo of n<
road and the ;dvancc quiclily bosged davn,

As darkness fell Toam’zgcrscn,vﬁith the remnants of Hyduke's
forcos and aisccllanccus stragglors from othcr actions, continued
Lo cling to the norfhcastcrn\cdﬁc o' L A3ERET as the cnomy wnittled
~¢ bheir front, flanks, ~nd roore LtZUJtﬁchmmm hm&ﬁda

4N

LR T 21 R S S R R O SDN RS [ 5 PO S N
Teirly well coordinatia ol pnd infontry assoult throagh the

villese., This lungc ves Jinrlly beateon of £ by the weary Ancricans -

. . \ V. .
prorbed by the fircs of the 420th Armored Ficld artillery.

2ot Ryersons

-

v

~ -In the carly woraisn: carlincss of 20 December,
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was ordered to fall back to BIZORY. Usiny bacl: roads the tcam

) i
reacihcd that villege  at 0730 and joinced cloments of the 501st '
Paraciute Infantry. For the next 24 hours they rendeored di.rcct
firce support to this unit with their tanks and assault runs. On
the h‘turnaon of they2lst they werc witidrarm to BASTOGNE.

Thus, two tcams of CCB were forced to retire from their

.

advanced roadblocks in front of BASTOGHE (Scc Skotch Moo 4,
ipp VII,) The caemy had attocked cociy vigorously cond with
apparent intent to carry them, Being unsuccessful in this, he
had b;r—;?aSScd ae amar c'xd' souzht other, unopposed rautcs to%.rd
the city. Doth teans, fi'nding thomsclves "out on the limb",
Tre foreed to fight their way beck to the repidly forming 10lst

perimctcr., Hoavy casualtics in men ond vehicles esultod.,  Hove

cver, the German attacks had beon met with detcermination; men I

and cguipment hod functioned cfficicntly, ~henever the con-

ventional "solution® foiled, the troops iad becn quick to im-

provisce an alterncte, indspite of the heavy odds that constantly
prevailed against them, i.ost imnortont t of ~1l, nrecious time

2l been gelned in wihich the 10Xst alroorne Division could come

(=N

rlete their dlspositions for the defonss of DASTOGHZ.

2’
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€CB DLTLLDS

Sincec TIARDIN was closcr to BASTCGHE than the other ob-
jeetives assigngd to CCB, Tcam O'Hara was to farc better tﬁan
the osther units., Although initiclly Tcam Ottlare was forced to
vithdraw slizhtly to talic advantage of more casily defended
ground, we shall scc how they Qug in on thce southeastern ap-
nroacih 2 B.STCGIE, and held a scctor betwreen the 501st Para-
chute Infantry ond the 327th Glicer Infantry. Here we sce an
armorced infontry Lattolion rcinforecd with tanis cmployed in the
sustoined cdefenmse, hile tihe baolance of the combab comnend func-
tions ~s the mobile rescrve of the nmojor combabt unit., The crmor
‘ Lo o4 .

ﬂonons+“ntcs its versatility and casy odaptetion to varicd mis-

-

sions, In this chapter o2lso we shall sce excmplificd the mobility
4+ L

17

the armay nowr 1t was cormitied on shart aotice to rush to
_throat;ncd fronts, ocnd hr, when its job was completed it wos
quicitly;s releascd t> be again ocvalleble to the comaonder os his
"ace in tihwe hole,!
Colonel O'Hara’s tcam south of T/RDIN nceded information
nadly, Thc only way £o find zut wh;t lay beyond the fog was to
N

zet out after ite, Proan.tly, petrols wrere disnatched to the

cast and svutiicast toward BR..S, end to tiic north and noctheast

A8 the Intclligence -nd Leconnaissance Flatoon, 54bn

_56 .



Arnored Infantry Battalion opiroached PFRAS absut 1140 a lonc
Volkswagon wes obscrved advancing along the “ILTZ-CASTORUE
nighvare T Sgt Stillman D, ilckiahon, connanding, figurcd this might
be a point vehicle for g larger colum, sd he allowed 1t to come
in closc, The vehicle continued within 75 rards of the patrol and
as it still ajpearcc alone, the sergcant gave the order to open
Tirc, it the very moment they opened firce, the cnticipated
colunn appcarod-—-Pwa Liark IVs, a holf-track, and many aore closc
benind in thc mist, The platoon had no wreapons to dcél with
armor, tﬁcroforo, the:r guiclly recisccd their nredicamcnt o
QtHara, and withdrew as the 423th Ficld srtillery Battalion
shelled the toim,  (Sce Siccteh o, 4. )
ASimultancausly, the northern party nede contact, Copt
Bawerd [ Corrigo, S=2, 5S4th ,roored Infonbrey Battalion, and lst
Lt John D. Deverawr, commondine Coupmny B, juaped in a peep and
sroceeded west nlong the ZA3TCOIE rozd, thoen northceast into
“LLDIMN.  lHere in the foz vrrapped totm, thor cncsuntcped the sther
sccurity etrol and were infornmed thet il was quicts. The two .
officers cont;nucd throuh the villaze toward the high ground to
the nortircast, Suddenly their peep wes struck by o round on bhe
front bumper, TAthout losking for the gun thot hac fired upon

i

ther, the two sificers sped oack ©o TLRDIH to alert the patrol

tihcrs, and pass thie word ©5 Col O'ilove.

ab 1200 the visiility somcvhet inercascd, 2d Lt Thcodore

.. do Ve e ~ o 3T T qsaer 0 Yam oaae £0 N 4 N+ " 4 ry~epr A 1 S Lo,
Hoswer, the crtillory cosorr.r fron the 4L20th ATF4, noved his £
2 ~ )

,_
c
e
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licn in stroange green uniforms suddenly aoocareq from the
woaGs in the recar of O'Hara'!s position. Company I, 501lst Para~
chutc Infantry had arrived, Their grecen, closc fitting junp
.;sujfts confuscd Lhe tonkers momentarily; but the £ood news traveled
‘fast‘;.‘ Conpany I was attacking northcostward, across O'n.ara

i..left reer, vo WiRDILI. ith paratroopers in the village, tic out-

‘4‘

“Jost of the )hta LIB was wvithdrawn.

Instca.d ﬁf forcing their wey westiard ~long tl}c “AILTZ-
B.STCGIE higlwroy as Col O'iera nad exjpected, the cncr_*.y‘zsoixght to
by~-pass to the north througn "IARDIN. "1‘:) a.ccomplish this tihc' '

Geruons cleve 1*1" besan to infilirate smell groups of infantry

up o gully zerallel to OMlicra's front unbil ot least a nuvndred
had nade ite ' The jully sras sufficlently ceep to afforc cover fron
dircct tenk fire, and sufficiently far away to provent much small

oriis dondiCoe Tho‘mS”C\" T a r‘tll_c*", \rhlch could have broken up
this venturc, was coeplotcly sccupicd sup orting 1ig;ior Dcsobry!
cousc in [CVILLE. A4S o result, Gernen infaatry werce able to re-
inforee their effort ~t "RDII,

Terd 'h out the afternoon the caeny continued nis actlv by
in front of Tear O'Haro. Oncc, o rraus cem.c in closc cnou,;h to
fire o bazooka round at o tonk., 1o one spottec tic sturce of. ﬁhis
shot, but the half-tracks ond vanks spraved tie viecinity with
oulicts anc shells. AL about 1530 dircet high-velseity fire canc
from the vicinity of "IARDTH,  The .wrican tenks withdrow a forr

Al

hundred yards to o ¢efiladed spot ~nd the fire stonped.



‘l

jyle AT firc from his left front cgus»d Colznel OfHara
great conecrn, Had not Company I bcen scnt to scize “I/RDIN?
rour vrailking wounded from I Conpany drifted into the tankers
lincs with an ansveT to this query. The conmpany had zonc into

TIURDIN, vut hed been practically wiped out and forced to withe-

.

drawe This information wasn't too much to basec a cdecision on,

but with an cggressive cacny on the left flank, constant pro-

ssurc on thc froant, and no friends on the right, the arcored

Dosition was at best prccaricus, it length Offara rcquested

7

CCB for crrissicn to withdraw,

In reply Coloncel Doberts racdiosed, "Contact friends on

\ ]_ . .
left, what ;rou heove, irparcntly combabt coywiond still

shouzht there wiere #iricncs® in " RDIN: this tasn't consistent
with the wey things had doveloned. TRathor then discuss it on

the cir, GColoncl O'Hera scat his S apt George [, Denowx,

<
to Coloncl Roberts with the deund £ the situation, wrhile

1

he hinsclf wont recrwerc. Lo roconnoiteor Jor better zround,
ab obout 1715, COB sydered the team to withdraw to the high
grounc north of [LRVIE, the HLLV sround Coloncl O'Hare ad

sclected on his reconncissonce,

3

Healquerters canpony, ncavy weopons conmany, cha the

ncincer slataon Lepen tic witindrorral,  Then they sicrc 2nnleced

on tle new position, the rest ol tie force fell back on then,

covere:. by o heavy barrcge by btihc L20th frmorced Ficld 4

<

In Zront of the now ccfensce line, a hosty nine ficld wes cnplaced




an the roade The tenks were pasitioncd in tac hcﬁges for conceal-
pment,  Several liks were scnt to cover the left (north) flank, anc
after contact was cstablished on the right with clements of 326ph
Jiroorne Enzincers in LM_VIE,2 five light tenks were sent therce
Lt Clendencn, 55th /EB, took a squad of kis cngincers scveral hundred
rarcs £oruerd along the "ILTZ=~BASTCGIE road to construct a roodblock,
i cchine guns of the infanbry on the hill werc placcd/to.cavcr this
block, ond tic artillery essigned & csncéntratian to> it. Bpf¥#2200
thé vithdrawal was complotes Throughout the nizht the 420th harassed
WLADII. .

‘ﬁ deylight Geroon ortillery begen s fell sn Coloncl O'Hara's

’

~ad L3~
D281 CLONS .

raadbl;ck, a thousand yarﬂs southecast of his infontry
(5ce 3icteh iloe 5,) The fog riasked 2ll sbscrvation, but bv 0300
the rovesont of amor wes ~udible ~ub beyand the barricade,  an
. : (
nour later the curtain rosc, reveoling a dogoen industrisus cnanyr
soldicrs trying to ronove the treces, Concentration 56 .ble, pre-
3ar¢d the »rovious cveidn: by tinc 420th P, was promptl; called
ore Ty Gerrans wore [illed and the balaace heat a ha sty retreat
snother atternipt was rade o brecach the block, this time under the

c over or srolce O'Horo'le 'un, 1c~rtgg an infantry assault

through the sercen, took the catise scoked arca uncer fire with

cassault suns and aortars. v oattack notorinlized., Thvmrted by
toaiers guns, tihc cneny hol Liwvorted his ctitentions & IZRVI“
cuc viest of Lhe roatbloci, -
L8 1100 the 2¢ Zaftolion, 327th Clider Infantry, in the
' . )



-~ T0 WILTZ

TKS 8 INF
ATK 1120

LT TKS.
WITHDRAW

(<D | 0'HARA

ROAD BLOCK
HIT 0900

TEAM O'HARA'S
ACTION AT MARVIE

20 DECEMBER 1944
SCALE 114,400

—_— N




process of rclicving clements of the 326th Engineers in 1J/RVIE,

began to receive ertillery fires The five light tenks sent to

¢

. - ) ~ ') : > .
the villagc the night before rauzined to support the newly arrived

glicdermen. Twenty minutcguaftcr the shelling commcneed, four
liark IV tanks, a sclf-propelled 75 gun, @nd six infeontry-carrying
ha.lf-—tyra.cks moved sut of the woos cast of the towm. ipparcntly
they had scca tic light tanks as they concentrated their fire
égainst the armor. Thé 158 replicd with their 37-mnns, but thesc

p .
suns lecked the ronge to <o ony canage, Bolder grow -thc Germans,

\

and more intensc their fire, The-light tank comnander rcalized .

“that he wasn't helping the infantryoen, but sres only drawing high

velocity fire onto thene On these grounds he requested nercission

to withdraw, Coloncl O'liara apniovids ' ' -
Darting froo cover to cover aong the buildings the 15s
, L ' ’
nmace towards the nortioern cdge of town. -Bub they wceren't al-
- ! Vel
tozcther successful in thelr clusive tecetics., One tank was sct
C
afire, (thoush it sot bock just the sere) and another wes struck )
in its suspension system. - The domoge cn this labter tonk was
such that it ha? &9 makc its wey back to Teom O'ara in roverse
ZCor, .
. ' . . ’ . /
411l during this congesencent O'Harats medium tanks on the
aillsice liell their firce, waiting for the . cnernr to advonce suf-
Ticicntly to shHow his flank, Tith the lizht tanks in retreat
the Germons trers overcone by the chonce for an cesy kill, and v =
{ i ~ \) N
camc barrcllincg in with the 3F loading. This was what the tanas T




e

had waitea for; thc cacny armor was now broadside at 700 yards.
Onc Shernan dcstfay&d a iiark IV, The second Shernan hit another
tank and o haif—track. ‘The third cnémy tank ran wildly for
HARVIE; where the\glidcrmcn gct it blazing with a bazooka; the
rerieining llark IV hightailed it back to the woods.
P A4S OtHarats tanks fcll upon the liark IVs, the German )
half-tracks incrcased their interval one from the other and made
a dash for the villagc. Once inside the fringc of buildings, they
Junped Govn from their carricrs and ducked into the housess For
tws hours the 2d Battalion, 327th, battled with tﬁis farcc'f%mnA
house to house, But in thg cnd thirty Gerion infantry werc killed

- © and the rost were capturcd,

{

.

Sunriary of Operations, CCB, 10th .rmored Division

Dceeriber 21st to 31lst

21 Dcccrver 1941

© General iddleton aad celled Coloncl Rdberts personally

1
on the morninz of 20 Deccaber and amnouaccd thet the combat come
mend was now attached to the 10lst (irborne Division. "Your work
, s -~ . v ™ . - (] »
has becen quite satisfoctory,' sald the General, "I'n attacnlgg you
. !
to the 1lOlst, beccausc I hiave so meony divisions that I can't take
3
timc to study two scts oi- reports from the sane arca.“3 Roberts
imnediately rcported to General licouliffe to perform command
3

liaison, and remained at his heedquertcrs throughout the sicge, /

CCB was ossignsc the mission of mobile rescrve, to be held ot
(=} )



Bz‘.ST(I}NE in readincess to counterattack any threat on division
’ orders The "fire department of BiSTOGNE" had comec into being.
| (Se¢ Sketch Noe 5, 4Pp VII.) Tt had becomc nccessary, cue to
the proximity of the 50lst Regiment's iccrimet.cr to m_o've the 420th
JF. to new firing positions sauthcast of SENONCHAPS. Capt Ryerson's
remnant forces reinforced the rescrve at 1455 on the 21st after having
battled‘thcir way to BIZQRY_fr:m their cxpssed position cast of
l.iGERET. (Sce Sketch No. 6.) O'Hara remained on the LLARVIE frant
osceupying a defense scctor between the left of the 32?th Glider
Infantry and the right wing of Col Bwell's 501lst Regtes .lso on
this day the 755th Field .rtillery Battealion, \'r;'.thv seven [l 155~-mm
hbwitgcrs » went into position ncer the 420th anc fought gallantly
throughout the battlc,
_ | It was on this.marning; cf the 21st that the Gernens con=
’ | .plctcd the cncirclerent of BLSTCGUE by cutting the highway to
,\NEUFCH,;TE;.U. Snortly bcfore 100C Copt Keith J. .nderson, D Trooo,
9Cth Crvalry Squacron, with two asscult zuns .:nd. a ’ID noved down
the hizhway on rccannaissancc. .+t CLOCHI: ONT ac observed cneriy
soldicrs in /ncrican uniforns ond ountec on /scricen vehicles,
4 little later 1st Lt .rthur B. .rnscorf, als> D/90, led anothor
araosred atrol to [\SSENOIS. Hcré too the cnemy was in forec, <ug,
in, ond ready for troublc,
These rcrorts, couplea ith others that Germans werc in
VILLEROUX, SIBERT, .'__.'ORHET, and CHIGICGIE nmede Lt Col Barry D. Br?wnc,
L

comvionding ‘the 420th .F.., fecel rather 'out on o limb,"  Inceed,
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both-hig flanks and his rear were unprotected, jccordingly,
he turned onc of his batteries toward SIBER&, and rushed a for-
ward observer to register on that town, Even as this was being
accomplished a motorized column of the 333d Fi Group came dashing
down the road from CHENOGNE. They had occupicd that town until
Germans vierc upon their very Backs, then withdrew without guns or
ammaunition, Not far behind the 333d, a second column of jmerican
peeps and 18 card appearcd bearing dovn on the batteries, s
this cavalcade came into range they suddenly deployed and begon
firing into éal Browne's troops, Tean Pyle, which had been
alerted to support the artillerymen, returned the fire an@ the
Mwolves in shecep!s clothing” turned of £ into the BOIS DE FR/GOTTE,
lore armored support arrived from Team O'Hara's now quiet sector,
consisting of a platoon of tanks ;nd a platoon of ammored infantry.
This contined force pushed forward through the forest criving the
enemy before then. One German SP 75—mﬁ Jun wos destroyed and in
turn o tank wes lost, 3By night fall, Cclonel Browne had 19 tonks
anc over 3C0 infantryncn supporting his cousc, ''ith thesc téoops
nc estoblished a perimeter sorie 4,300 yarcs long extending south
out of SENONCH.1IPS toward thc NEUFCH..TE,.U-B.STOGNE hizhway.

That night an attempt vwas nade to breaok through to the
ciront coumend trains in V.UX-LIS-ROSIERES. “lell after cark,
st Lt Yantis with a ncdiun tank, tim light tanks, anc tws squads
3f>arm3rcd infantry moved cut on the 11, ,RCHE road, Beyond IIONTY

they struck out to the southuwcst on sccaondary roads and by crosse

- 68 -




v

country movementse Suddenly, without the slightest warning,
‘ ‘ brilliant scarchlishts playec on Yantis' vehicles, followed by
o fusillede of small ams fire, In the screp that followed all
of the .mcricen vchicles were lost, but the men infiltratedlback
to RUSTCGHE with the report of this now tactical innovation.
Throughout the day, artillery harasécd\BASToGNE. There
was a tinmc when the accuracy of this fire on CPs and noving
veinicles gave causc to fear thot an obscerver was right in the
towne Tcanm Snafu (such was dubbcé the nisccllancous jersonncl
conranded by CCB by authority of Gencral [iddlectsnt's order) in-
stituted a thorough housce to house scarch, but no observer was

found.,.

22 Decenber 1944

) ‘ The 222 of Decenmber was a cay of comparative resnite,
(Sce Sketch Hoe 7.) The saow which bc;an-thc cvening before,
blonketed the arca in whitc, gently obliterating the recent

sccnes of bitter combat. Back in B.STCGIE the supply >fficers
vere scarching for whitc\puint anc bedshcets with which to
cacurlage vehicles and ren.  Tleary soldicrs c;opt >ut of their
foxholes to shave, and visit straddle trenches,

.t 1027, Troop D, GCth Cavairy Squacrsn (less the third
clatoon ﬁith Coloncl O'Hara at ILDVIE), pushed a ~atrol northwest
{.1

tarcagh CHUIFS. .t GIVRY the cnemy was obscrved in large numbers

with tanks, infantry, trucks, and guns, Throughout tic day B.STCSNE's

- 69 -




artillery interdicted that town,

Three separatc sallics werc made against Col Browne's forces “’
at SENONCH.1iPS, But cach attempt was bcatcn off with tanks of Team
Pyle and the artillery. Lt Col Uillimm T, S, Roberts, Exccutive
7 Officer, CCB, was sent to conmand thesc miscellancous fapccs s2
Colonel Browne could concentrate on his artillery duties,

sn hour before noon the Germans made their ncw-famaus ul-
timatum attemp@, and rcceived as a reply General lic uliffets
inmortal "Nuts." The Nazi major, bearcr of the surrcnder terns,
huffed off down the road toward REL.OIFOSSE at 1350 exclaining,
e will kill many .mericans. - This is war."7

Tean rnsdorf nmede another reconnoissance down the NEUF-
CH.TE.U highway at 1406 to the VILLEROUX-.SSEIIOIS roac. The cncny
was ﬁatod in force in the arca, but no attack canc,

| That nizht the Luitweffc paid its initial respects to ‘

B..STCCHE

-y

23 Decenber 1944

Dawn necralded the beginning of the clear and cold wcathc?
vhich wias to favor the bolance of the siecgs. (Sec Sketch Mo, 8.)
.t 0955 a fleet of C=A7 aircraft arrived over the dror-zone pre-
carcd just west of the city, and raincd areciosus artillery ammunif
tion ond nedical supplics from the sky. Escorting the cargo air-
olanes came waves of P-47 fizhters, which cavorted up and down

the perimeter, scorching the Gerrans whercver they exposed



themselves.. The .iir Force was just beginning to unleash their
pent-up venon, Throughout the B.STCGIE battle, fighters and
freighters dominated daylight operations, ‘

The hardened ground a2lso zreatly incrcascd the cfficiency of
armored movement., Early-in the nmorning /,T.S. Roberts! fofces at
SENONCH./1:PS scnt patrols into the forcest before them, and found
the cneny stili there.. The activity of allied.oircraft kept the
Gernans lying low in the woods until 1417, whcn nine canouflaged
tanks with supporting infantry moved ageinst the /mericens. The
attack was éot with a stronzer attack by Col Robertstmen, and by
1430 the Germans had retrecated beyond ranzc,.

The principal cneny cffort of the day was thrown against -
Col O'Hara's tecan anC the 327th Glider Infantry at 1L.RVID, Toan
Cherry, the civision reserve, hod been sent to counter threatencd
poactratiaﬁs, toviard TIONTY ~nd CH,AP at 1820, Ten minutes later
Tcan O'Hara was hit hard, frontolly and in the right flank with
tenks and infontry susnorted by withering: artillery fire,. It was
norc than the defenders could handle; they éallcd immeciately fﬁr
helpe, The 420th 7., fired oll their batterics on the assaulting
Gcrmans;.and Tconr Cherry, well on the rsad toward CHIIPS, was
srdered t> return to BISTOGIE in lizht of the néw cevelonnent,
Simultanccus with the assoult on O'Eara's front, Nezi tanks
and infentry stormed the 24 3attalion, 327th Infontry, from
the south, Coloncl Harzer, cormanding this battalion, screcomed

to O'Hara for tanks, not knowing the 54th was fightin: for their
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. own lives. Finally at 2000, Harper racioed to O'Hara, "It is the
commanding general's order that two Shermen tanks move into 1L.RVIE
at oncc and take up aidefonsive positian."8 This was not thc truth,
but it brought result§. A fow minutes later two ii4ks arrived to sup=
9ort the 2d battalione ilcanwhile, the Gemeons sent a sclf-propelled
gun charging up the "ILTZ road. O'Héra's tanks taok.it under fire
and sct it blazing beneath a hay-ladened farm builcing. . Both the |
sun and the building burned ao ficrcely that it illumina#ed the
cntire ;@crican front, To c¢scape dctcétian, O'Hara withdrew

about 2 hundrecd yards ts o new defensive linc, |

.dvance Latrols of the 4th ;mrored Division werc recjorted

at RELICH.1iP.GNE, at 231320 Dcc.

2L Dccceriber 1944

ot 240115 Tecan Cherry ves ordércd to §upport the 327th
Glicer Infantry in the bitter fizht at M;RVIE. (Sce Sketch Ko, 9.)
. Csloncl Ot'Harats two Sherrians haa greatly assistcd the causc in
this village by knocki 5 ocut three liark IV tonks, This had dis-
ccuraged further armorcd attacks, but the Germans persisted with
infant;y anc intensc artillery firc, It was not felt thot
Gl Cherryts armored force couid>hclp very cwuch in the darkness,
but their presence would bolster morale, and would be quite ef-
fective ot doylizhte Cherryt's men and o battcfics of the
81st ... Bn formed a sccond linc alons the high ground just

abave the towne.
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But it never Become necesséry to commit the amor and onti-
aircraft. The Gcrmans.had again made the mistake of attacking on
only one front. Company Ly 50lst Parachute Infantry, alerted
from the quict LONGVILLY road sector, counterattacked through
HARViE and restored the 327s grip on the situation. Cherry's
men remained north of 1/RVIT until 1325 when it pccmac apparcnt
that the Gomans were through in that scctor. Five light tanks
under Lt Arnsdaffvt:ak over, and Tcam Cherry réturgcd to B.STCGNE
vhere they onccvagain reverted to division rescrve.

Colonel 1. TeSe noberts scat Datrols into the wdodé inAfront
of hin at 100C, ond this tine it wies found unoceupicd, However,
at naan-thc Germans began shelling thq 420ths cxposcd positions,
rortelly wouncing Lt Col Barry Brawne.9 It was obvious that the
artillery would have to move, b 1504 the 420th was ordered 9 |
new sositions northwest of BLSTCGHE (P543583),anc by 2000 had
completed th§ Alsplaconent, ist Batﬁalian, 327th Clider Infantry,
assunicd control of Csl ©, T. S, lokerts! misccllﬁncaus forces and
took 3§cr the scctor éh:rtly thereafter.

The .ir Forcc cintinucd their activity throughout the doy.
ot 0005 and ogain at 1505 ¢-47s dropprec nore suprlics ©o the bq—
siczcd, P-47s haé o Ticld dey strilking the Germans cverywhercs
The most snceessful sortic was ojzinst an arcored column moving
sut of DOREET at 1115,
utraffc raicd tus calls on BUSTCGIE,

at 1945 nad 25032C. O~.t Jock Prior, medico of the 20th LI3, ond

Durin: the nisht tkc
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Lt Talbot of the 80th Liedical Battalion had established a hospital

in a building in the south portion of the city., A bomb in the
first raid scored a direct hit on this installation, killing a
French civilian nurse, and burying twenty casualties in the debris.
Another bomb of the same sortie fell on CCB headquarters. Lt John

Burke, liaison officer from the 20th AIB, was killed.

25 December 1944

Christmas was far from merry, but the weather wasn't bad. The

Germans seized the opportunity to employ their armor over the hardened .

ground, frce from acrial harassing, by launching a coordinated attack

on CHALPS at 0350, (See Sketch No. 10.) ‘This sector was being de-
fended by the 502d Parachute Infantry suﬁparted by Troon D, 90§h
Cevalry Squadron and clements of_the 705th TD Battalion. By 0700
"thesc troops had been pushed back east of the village by the savage
onslaught of eightecn hostile tcnks that had broken through the
327th Infantry, and swung north into their left rear. Confusion
reigned for over an hour, but in the cnd all eishtecen German tanks
perished along witi the supporting infantry. It wes o gallant
fight by the paratrcopers and tenk destroyers., Tcam Cherry woes
srdered to support this action at 0800, but the fight was about-
won vhen they arrived on the field, Throuzhout the day Cherry
remained in an overwatching role and returned to BASTCGHE at

1725,

Just before Cherry nac moved out towards CHAMPS ansther
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threat had arisen along the road to LONTY. Team Ryerson moved
sut to counter the threat, which developed into an attempt to
infiltrate German infantry on eiﬁhcr side of the roade. Rycrson's
men moved aggressively into the infiltrators, and by 1250 the
survivors had withdrawn westward toward LIAMDE ST ETIENNE.

At 1145 a fighter located cight ficld guns just south of
ASSENCIS and notified B.STCGNE. The 420th AFA had the data on
the fawn and wcre able, with a few corrections from the pilot,

to quickly destory thesc guns. From this time forﬁard hostile

daylight artillery diminished renarkably.

26 Deccmber 1944

Ait -dawn the Gcrmahé tried again in the CH.IIPS arca. Troop .
D, 90th C;valry Squadron reported seven -cnemy tenks hending for the
502d lincs at 0335. (Scc Sketch lo. 11,) Immedictely they were
cngaged by the supporting TDs and light tanks and the sortic was
beaten off, But shortly after 0600 four iiark IVs succeeded in
breaking through the infantry defenses at HE'ROULLE, and headed
for the AZOth's_ggns. Dircct fire from the batteries and light-
ning swift mancuver of the tank destroyers spclled doom for these
~ invaders., By 0800 the originnl perimctcr had been restored.
snother threat developed along the KONTY road where the
attenpted infiltration hed occurrcd the day previous. Team Ryerf
son of Cbloncl Chorryfs rcserchmsvcd out of BASTEGNE to countgre

By 1025 Rycrson's patrals hit a large Germen force in the woods




500 yards northwcst of ISLE L‘vi HESSES. :Throughout the morning the
toam engaged these Gormans by frontal assaults, until the balance
of Team Cherry arrived at 1637 to counterattack around Rycrson's
right flank. By 1720 the 6ncmy had been destrayed.

As dusk fecll the lecading clcmcﬁts of CCR, 4th Armorod Divi-
sion, pushed through to contact the 326th Airborne Enginccrs in thc
scctarvsquth of BASTCGHE. T:is was the beginning of a new cra for
CCB. By mcrning armored rcinforcements would be paﬂring into the
city. Cn the heels of the 4th came the 6th and elcments of the
11th Armmored Divisions to the relief of tbc weary BASTCGIE tankers
and their battered, and shot-up cquignent, It had bcen a rugged
fight, with bitter cpisodes; but the combat command was proud to
have scrved in a major role in the salvation of this critical
objective, The gallgnt 101st iirborne Division, for which the
tankers had developed a sinccere respect, was to go forward with
the fresh Third Army troops and further distinquish itsclf
in assisting to drivc the cnemy to the OURe For three more
weeks the 10lst continucd to operate in the 34STOGNE arca, and
whilc it did so tho combat command remaincd as the division mobile
rcservc, But the "first cight days" were past, th;sc critical days

vhen the fate of the JRDENNES hung so precariously,

NCTES FOR CH..PTER V

lotHarats Intertvicw, Il 4L, pe 53 larshall, S.L.i., 3:STCGHE
the First Eight Days, ve L6, ’
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"oiHa.ra,, p ciﬁ., P 6 refers to the tradps in VARVIE
~at this time as the 327th Glidér Infantry. However, the 327th
did not get to the MARVIE area untJ.l llOO on the 20th,

3colonel Robert!s Intemew, M 41, pe ba
L“Marshal-l’ P.B Cit., p.‘ 113' ) ’.
Sream Pyle vas camposed of tanks ané armored infantrymen

from the 9th Armored DlVlSl:)n, after Actxon Report, CCR, 9th
Armored Division,

61‘.,fter Action Report af the 9th Armored Division makes
n> mention of the consolmatz.ap of these forces under Colonel
'leTeSe RObDeCrtse

TMarshall, ap cit., p. 117.

8iarshall, op cite, Po 126

9colonecl Brovme dicd at noon Christmas Day in BaST(I‘rNE.
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PART II

THE RELIEF OF BAST(GNE




CHAPTER VI

THE 4LTH AR:ORED DIVISION 1:0VES TO ARLON

The L4th Armored Division played an osutstanding part in
the operations to rélieve BASTOGNE. Before it could participate
in the fizhting in the breakthrough area, however, it had to move
up to the area of ARLON from its position near SARRALBE far to
the south. The events leading up to this march, ﬁhe march itself,
and the preparations preceding the attack occupied the period fronm
the 16th through the 2lst of Deceﬁﬁer 1944, and are covered by the
first chapter of this parpf This chapter is the story of a classic
example of the stratezic robility of armor,

Since the full implications of strategic nobility are not
to be found in the nunerical speed attained by a unit, but rather
in the relationship of its movenents to thaﬁ of other units, both
ffiendly and eneny, it is necessary to consider first of all the
siﬂuation of the larger units of which the 4th Amvored Division
was a part. On 16 December 1644, Third US Arny was holdingz ‘the
front between BESCH and HOTT EILER. 4 30-mile wedge had been eg-
tablished in the Siezfried Line across the S..R River, and Gencral
Patton was preparing plans for an all-out offensive through the
wedgeo, This was scheduled for 21 December.l The .my had thrce
corps in line from left to right: the XX Corps, cormanded by iajor

J

General "alton H. alker; the III Corps, comranded by llajor General

John [illikinj; and the XII Corps, corranded by Kajor General ianton 5,
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" 4T TTT (orns rOSer “an 1loeated R g':’*eaf assenbly
a the vicinity of FENETRUGE, France, south of SARRALEE, the
85! ‘r'p’s Headquarters., XII Corps hadgthe 2d Cavalry Group, the
35th Division, and the 87th Division in lino from left o right,
and was preparing to move the 80th Division and the 4th Amored
Division into line abreast of the 87t.h'. In preparation f.ar this
operation the 37th Tank Battalion of the 4th imored Division
was attached to the 87th Division, and the Division's 25th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was patrolling the gap betwecen
the &7th and 7th irmy's kith Division, The romainder of the
Division was cngaged in rest, rchabilitation, training, and
maintenance, 4t a G-3 nceting at XII Corps 2n 17 Decenber,
plahs were tentatively made to move the 4th sroored Division by
echelons to the vicinity of S.RRALBC, with priority to CCB anc the
25th Cavalry Rcconnaissance &‘,qua.d.ranz2 .

On 16 December the encry opened up with a scrics of bat~
talion and company size attacks alung the VIII Corps front, Thcy
hit a newly arrived division and two tircd déplctcd divisions.

On 17 December there were twc‘lvc ncw divisional identifications
on the VIII Corps front, bringing to 16 the nuaber of cnemy di=-
visions idecntifiecd in the attack.? The first word of this great
a.tté.ck canc to the 4th ,srmored Division in a T'KX from XII Corps:
"To G-2, hth\;‘rmarod Division:

"Germans countcrattacked in First .rmy Scctor using




1st SS Panzer 2
TERTAX), 1i6th Pamcr ‘ﬁI’viaa:m southwest. af pmm,
6th Infantry Division (southeast of LONSCHAU),

‘ Infantg Division at ECHTERI.ACH, 5th Paratroop
Du Division, 18th Infantry Division, 26th Infantry Division,

and an unidentified dJ.VJ.sion. Paratroops were dropped

on a CP north of VIII Corps CP using 50-90 troop,carrier

planes, Germans made a 3000-4000 yard penetration and
took the following towns: ECHTERN/CH and BERDORF.
Encmy planes were very busy bombing and strafing. Une-
confirmed report that 350-500 tanks were uscd., Pl
taken by First frmy stated that this was the all dut
cffort and that the initial objective was ST, VITH."2

Third irmy reacted rapidly to the German attack, antici-
pating its commitment against thc cnemy's south flank, 6n the
18th of Deccnber, Gmneral Patton telephoned his chief of staff,
Brigadicr General Hobart Re Gay, and dirccted that the attack of
the 80th and 4th irmored Divisions be halteds Tho Lth Amored
Division was to te prcfvarcd to nove on the night of the 18-19
' Doccr‘ocr, with onc con bat cormand to move on LONGTY at midnight,
followed by the remainder of the Division at davm.h The 4th
armored was transferred to III Corps, which was being shifted
to attack to tie north,

At 190800 a mccting was called by General Patton in the
amy G-3 office. He announced that the Germans had made a major
breakthrough in the ‘?Dmll.uu. lic had talked to Generals Eiscnhower
anéd Rrodley the day before by tclephone, and they werc all throe to
neet at VERDUM at 0930, FEis goneral plan, subject to chmgc, was

to have XX Corps move northCo_st, III Corps move north, and XII

" Corps takc over the ;rny front with one combat cormand of the
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> The actual plan adopted was sl:.ghtly Qiffcrent. There

en much German activity and evidence of attack preparations
.on XX Gorps front, and XX Ca.rps. was 'lc;ft on the jrmy front. X
and XII Corps werc to make the atﬁa'ek to the north, The actual
execution of this movement "was a brilliant militarjr accampiish'-
ment; corps and army staff work of the highest order were dis—
played."6 ITI Corps Headquarters moved to ARLON. lhen SH.EF
transferred operational control of First and Ninth Armiés to
21st jrmy Group on 20 Decenber, VIII Corps was givcn_ta Third
iray. Third irmy ‘consisted of four .cox'ps, and included ten
infantr*,[; four armored, anc onevaiz"b_arne divisions, (Sce .ppen~
dix I.)

On the 17th cf December the 4th Armored Divisi‘on, Located ‘

in its rear asscmbly arca, had little inkling of the part it'was
to play ip a few days in the Third .rmy!'s nprtthrd counter-

of fensive, CCB was making plans to move into S/ R-UNION on the
19th and was rcady t> move on one hour notice after 2400 17 Dee~
cmber, srrangements were being made for the relicef of the 25th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron which had been supporting the
80th Divisione, At 0100 on the 138th one of the paratroop scares
tnat were so frequent immed .La.tClJ follm:mb the German attack
occurred in the division,7 and the division area was hastily

organized into zones end patrolleds, The report proved to be

- 86 -




&

G ‘the 16th of Decamber, 704th Tak Distroyer Babtalion,. .

by Lt Col James 1. Bidwell, moved dut to assist the

h Infantry Division, Tho 37th Tank Battalion, commanded by
Lt Col Creighton W. /brams, wa§ also supporﬁing the 87th Division
at this time. Staffs continued to make arrangements for the move
of CCB to the\arca wost of SARRALBE to back up the 35th Division,
and at 1530 Operatiaﬁ Instructions No, 11, directing this move,
wero distributed, Then all of a sudden everything was changed. -
it 1630 word was received that the oastward movement was called
offe AWl units of the Division were alcrted._ At 20?0 CCB
reccived word to be ready to move at midnight.8 CCB, which
ﬁas caxnanded by Brizacdicr General ﬁolmcs E. Dager, included
at this time, and for masﬁ-of the egsuing two wecks, thc units
shown on Orgonizational Chart No. l. CCB left CUITING at 0300
on the 19th. The route passed through IORH.NGE, PONT;AFKOUSSON;
CH.1:BLEY, BRILY, .U ETZ, LONGTY, i:ESSANCY, L'EGLISE, and termina-
‘ted at V.UX-IES-ROSIERES. During this march the leading vchicle
in cach company uscd full headlights until reaching the vieinity
of .RLON. Somc maintcnance diffic@ltios'harasscd the unit motor
_»fficers since no onc had had an opportunity t; camplcicly catch
up on their malntenance during the rest pcriod.9 b halts.ﬁhc
trains sent forword gasoline on trucks to réfuol the tanks,
Gasoline was a critical item at this time bécguse the change

of front being cxccuted by Third Airmy required a relocation







2 sy supply pamtsc During the march 'Ihuct.my 'mwd‘a high
m::rrity ga.salmc convoy past CCB to cstablish a class .LII dump

WGWY, where CCB refucled upon J.ts a.rnval.lo The column
ckased in V.UX-LES-ROSIERES at 2000, and camc temporarily under
the cantrol of VIII Cofps. | |

The Division was attached to III Corps on the 19th :;nd
marched at 0900 on that day toward ..RLON, wherc IIT Corps Head=
quarters was cstablishede (Sec .ppendix VI, No. l’.v) CCi.y com~
manded by Brigadicr Gencral Herbert Earnegi , Was co.mposedw of the
units shown in Organizatianal_Chart No. 2,

In'a memorandum t> Gencral Earncsﬁ, General Gaffey indi-
catcd that the evcntual'TEEEIhatlon of the Division was still un-
known, and tentative plans were nadc to blvouac in the arca BRIEYG
;UDUN o ’(sce sppendix VI, No, 2.) Following the sane route that
CCB had teken, CC.. rcachied its asscmbly orca ncar LONGY at 1600,
Lt 1830 orders were rcccivod to ccntinue the march after refueling
in placc, and all units o I the Cownbat Commend closed ln the area
TIEOLI(R‘JJGE—AUB{.NGE s scuth of ARLON, by 0230 on the 201;11.

Héanmhilc, the pivision encounterced difficulty in gathér-
ing together those cleacnts that hoed been left behind, The relief
37 the 25th Cavalry reconnaissance Squadron by the 924 Squadron of
the 12th /rmored Division prairessed very slowly“ll The Squadron
returncd to the Rescrve Command ~rca at 1915. lLicanvhilc, the 704th
Tank Destrorer Rattalion and thc 37th Tank Battalian had returncd

-

from the 87th Division, [t 0730 on the ZOth,ucscrv; Commandd loft
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the old arca and moved in two columns; the inner or eastern route
followed gencrally the same roads that wére used by the earlicr

.

pogtions of the Division, and the muter routc went, through NANCY,
the southern cdze of PONT-/~I OUSSCON, THI AUCCURT s 1.AIZERAT, LONGUYON,
and LONG' X, a rdlitc‘farthcr to .thc south and west than the inner
rautc, Reserve Command, comnanded by Colonel Tendell Blanchard,
closed at R..CHECOURT, south and west of- SJLON, at %AOO on the
20th, The 53d ;xmoro/d Infantry Ba,ttalianrwas attached to Reserve
Cormand at that timc and the 25th Squadron reverted to Division
troops. 4 coupany of the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion also
jaincd cachl combat corwianc. |

The march by the 4th Jrmorec Divisiorf to> the vicinity
of ..ILON was & major achlcvcment. .\ large ’part of the march was
nadc at night; the pmscribed speed was cight piles per hour and
only "cat's eye! lights were permitted during the latter portion,
Units had to march without knowing where they would fina_lly halt: s
and fau%c recconnaissance wos ckcc&ted mare ar‘less "sn the run® |
anc‘r.i fquucntljr at night. Encay air was rcported active and a
distance of 70 yards tetween vehicles wes maintained in dayli,r_;;'nt,.l2
Radics on l;stcning-silcnce could not contribute to column eontrol,
Thc mcst adversc veather condiﬁians prevailed, and meny historics
mention tne bittcr cold under which all thesc opcrations took
placé. In spite of these obstacles, a road merch of 1.60 miles
w:-.}s. exccuted without accident ,13 and a po'.'r{erful clitfisiqn placed

in a position where it could act at a crucilal moment with tine
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greatest s peeds

S

CCB was the first clement of the division to arrive in '

the vicinity of ,RLON. ~They bivouacked in the vicinity of VAUX-
LES~ROSIEIES on the main road leading from NEUFCHATE.LU to B.STOGME.
(Sce Sketch No. l.) NEUFCH.TE.U was the new headquarters of VIII
Corps, which had pulled back from B.STCGNE and left the 10lst
srborne Division, reinforced by clements of the 9th and 10th
smored Divisions, p;cparing\to meet the oncoming Germans.
Fricndly troops, p§ssible from the 28th Division, were réported

to be occupying RELOIVILLE and REI.EICH:IIP;.GNE.H |28th Division
Headquarters was at SIERET during the night. it 0300 on the
morning of the 20th, CCB ordcréd the 8th Tank Battalion anG the
10th ,umored Infantry Rattalion to send sut small tank-infantry-
patrols to patrol the towns and roads to the north and northwcst.lh
These patrols were composed of twro ﬁlataons\of Company D, 3th Tank -
Battalion (eight tanks), and tt':oﬂ plzitaons fronn the 10th srmored Inf- ‘
antry Battalion,. ,Nafcantact was established with the cacmy. .t

0945 CCB ordered a task force composed of Company .., 8th Tank

Battalion; Company C, 1O0th ,rmored Infantry Battaiian; and

Battery C, 22d .rmored Field Artillé}y.Eatﬁalion; and commcndéd'

by Captain Fzcll of the 8th Tenk Batﬁalian, to proceced to B.STO-

GNE to oid the 10lst irbornc Di&ision as nccded, On the way t5

B..STCGNZ the task forcc enccuntered clcmoht_s of two battalions of

fricndly artillcryﬂin positian but deserted, Some of the vchicle

D)

motors were still runnin;;,9 The battalions hed anparcntly been
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csunteratbacked carly that same morning and left their equipment

intact. 16 The task force brought os much of this equipment as it

n the c¢are. In BLSTOGNE

‘.J.

cauld baeck tc CCB vhen it rcturned later
the task force commander contogted the 10lst irborne Division and
was told to get in touch with Coloncl Roberts, camnanding GCB of
the 10th ,ymored, Roberts zave Ezcll several missions, but when
he was about to execute the first onc, he was recallcd on orders
from the 4th rmored Division, and tie task forceo rcjoihc? CCB.9
iftor its short hait near LONGUY late on the 19th, CC..
reached its bivouse arca during the nizht of the 19th to 20th,
the units were 4isposcd in the general viciﬂiﬁy of I TSS.HCY, s?uﬁh
of RLOI and astridc the RLON-LOMCTY hijhvays (Sce Skotch Noo 2.)
.t this tipe Division _rtillery, the 53& .rmorcd Infentry Battalicon,

and both Troops ., and B of thc 25th Covalry Geconnaissance Squacron

were under the control of CC., on arranzercint which had been mace
’ /

Iy

for maprch nursoscs, During tre morning, the ares cast of the [LON-

L

LONGTY hizhuwey was nssioncd to the 266h Division, and CC.. moved

Iy
[

nortlnrest, .t the samc time (0. rogrouped, Troop B of the 25th
Savalry joining CCR, ond the 53d ,ruored Infontry Zattalion bc;p
atbtached to Resorve Canand uron its arrival, (8ce Sketch o, 3.

During this wmave Cencral Potton was conforring with General 111111k

and Gener-l Goffey in [RLOL.- - They discussed =lensfor the fortheoaing
CJ J : , 3

orerction, ~ad the Division was successful in jetting cporovel for the

B ¥ . e
”cwssl noacnt of SC3 ta tnu Division.,” ' This zove the Dirision Coae

mander an onporvuws iy Lo consdlicate tiie U 1v131Vn, cnd CCB 1ras
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" moved south and cast on the afternoon of the 20th to the arca
LELIIR-LIEGLISE. (Sec Sketch Nos Le) .t the same time Divi~
sion ordercd CC. to rcinforce the sccurity clements north of

LRION and push out an additional kilomctcr.l7 To implement

this order a task forece under Captain Rockafeller of the 5lst
.roored Infantry Battalion, cohsisting of assault guns, ormored
infontry, and light tenks, moved n;rth of /RLQON and precparcd re-
movable roadblocks for the three main roads north and east out
of the towne Patrslling waes conducted between the roadblocks,
but they werc not cmplaced as units of ﬁhc 26th Divisian

4

were 'mown to be out in front. (Sce .ppendix VI, Noe 3.)

OA the night of thc 20th-2lst Decenber, the Germans cut
of f R.STOGNE on the north and south. Their ¢olumns suﬁécqucn@ly
joincd west of BASTCGHE an¢ the sarrison was finally besicgeds
The Gernan 5th Paratraég Divisicn, having an cstimoted strength

of 8,000 men, hcld the linec below B;“TCGNE.18

On the 21st of December the situstion had not clarificd.
Sick ond starving remnants of the 28th Division, the 9th Ann;rod
Division, end Corps ,rtillcry and Engincer units stumbled in,
The cneany situation was vcfy vaguce The ncarosﬁ cneny was rc-
~orted at RED.NGE in the 26th Infantry Division zone northoast
of .RION, and tonks were reported at GROSEOUS furthor to the
narthcast,19 B.STOGNE w%s wnown to be cut of f and cstimetes
pleced the German strength in the B.STCGIE arca at onc infontry

anc onc panzcr diviSian.2o III Corps cecided to attack as soon

- O




as coordination could bc obtained with three divisions abreast;

Lth Armo}cd Division on the left, 26th Division in the center,

and 80th Division on the right. The 4th irmored issued its
attack order on the-morning of the 21st., (See /ippendix VI,

Noe Le) The order called for an attack in two columns with

CCA4 on the right., (Scc Skctieh No. 5.) The divgéisn had the v
mission of overcaming and destroying all cnemy resistance in'

its zone as well as providing flank protection for tne Corpse.
This mecant that the attacl could not be concducted as a true penc-

tration, and was a major reason for the relative slowness of the

advence as compared with the normal concept of an armored attack,

Teserve Commond was to follow CC. preparcd for commitment as divi-

sion reserve, Enzinecrs and lozistical clements werce placed in

normal support roles, but artillery battalions were attached to

conbat commends. Corps had placed tiro additional armorcd_fiold
artillery battalions Qndar Aivision control, the 274th and 253d,
and onc of these was attached to cach of the combat commandes
The 94th [ rmored Ficld ;rtillery Battalion was held under Divi-
sion ;rtillery control in gcuérgl sgp;art prepared to furnisﬁ
direct sudport to Reserve Corwond 1f it were committed. The

~

- 25th Cavalry Squadron, waich was 2t this time -screening elong

the line H.Si¥-L.=NEUVE-- ZLCH, T

was to be relicved by the
cavalry troons attached t: cihot comriancs, and was ©o screen
the civision left flank, 5trict sccurity mercsures, including

trooy movercnt control by tine Division Frovost Ilarshal, were

/‘

/




prescrlbed, anﬂ snccial measurcs were ~rdercd to prevent emmuni-
P

tion,whicles, weapons, and gasoline from fa llln5 ints enony

hands, Llalson nlanes werce forbidden to fly until the attack
Jjumped off,

it the sanc timc thc’Divisian Coraander, General Gaffey,
concecived of an alternate plan whigh he comnuwnicated to Gcnc?al
Deger, commanding CCB, in o letter. (sce .opendix VI, No. 5¢)
In this letter he stoted that if CCA were hcld up at the bridges
in L, RTEL.NGE,vhich were known to be blawn}ghc slanncd to divert
CCB from its assigned axis castwerd to the main ARLON-B.STCGNE
highway, where it would lead the attack followed by CCi. .8 it
turncd out this slternate slan waé not placed in effect,

These »lens were all made for D-day, H=hour, which was
exzectod to be scme time on the 223,  Ab 212000, Corps aambunced
1ot the attack would jump of f at 0600 the following day,zo and

Division notificd its subordinatc units. The latter had mecan=-
while been meiting theilr own plans,

CCB planncd to attack in a sinzle column. (Scc /ppendix
VI, No. 6.) The IP was sct at LOUFTELONT. The point was to
consist of Troon B, 25th C _“ry reinforced by a platoon of
lizht tanks and o platoon of armorcd infantry. The point
would preccde the mein body end maintain cantacu with CJ“ on
the right agd thc 25th Cavalry [econnsisseace Squadron {(minus
on the left, Corany B of the 24th Jrmored Engin;cr Battalion

would furnish a miac party to accomnany the point, The advance



guard was to consist of Company . of the 8th Tani Battalion re

inforeced by assault guns, reconnaissance clements, éngincers,
and tank dcstroyerss The main body Qallowed. The Combat Command
CP was noved to HAB.Y-LA-VIEILLE in preparation for the attack,
;nd radio siléncc was ordered at 210900 to last until contact
was made with the cnemy. The axis of attack ran through
1OUPTE ONT, F.UVILIERS, and CHALIONT. After dark on the 21st,
CCB asscmbled in atteock asscnbly arcas in the vieinity of H.B.Y-
L,=NDUVE and L'IGLISE to organize for the attack.

Upon receipt of the di&ision ordcr; CC.. immediatecly sent
Troop ., 25tﬁ Cavalr& Rcconnaiséanqc Squadron, up to screen
north of TLON. They operated along ‘the linc NOBRESS.RT-ATTERT-
[IEDERCOLP.CH with their CP at IETZERT. The Troop reported that
fricendly engincers were all set to blow the bridges,at NIEDERCOL~
P..CH and OBERCCLP..CH, but that thec CO of the Troop prohibited this,
. bridge north of thesc bridges (exact lscation uhknown) had becen
blovmn, and a 20-foot crater wes in the mein road south of NEUP-
ERLE.22 Obstacles like these, many of vhich werc oxccuted after
the necd for them was over, werc ts prove to be a considcrable
“indrance to the advance of our troops.

CC. ;lannpd t5 attack in tws columns, (Sce .ppendix VI,
Noe 7e) The left column, callec Task Force .lanis, was composed
of the 51st ,rmorc? Infantry Battalion mings onc company, rc-
inforced by Compeny B, 35th Tank Bottalion. The column 2lso had

cngincer, tank destroyer, and mcdicel suzport, The right column,
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called Task FOrceAOden, was formed around the 35th Tank Battalion
(ménus), with Company C, 5lst Armored Infantry Battalion attached,
and with cngineer, tenk destroyer, and medical supports CC.. placed
the 274th jmored Ficld ,rtillery Battalion in direct support of
TF Alanis and the 66thv;rmorcd Field /rtillery Battalion in direct
support of TF Oden, The 274th went into position near STOCKEL:
and the 66th near CLAIﬁFONT;INE on the afternoon of the 2lst to..
carry mut their mission of being prepared to support the movenent
to farvard assembly areas curing the night, and to support the
attacke CC.. prohibited registrati:n by its artillery in the.
interests of secrecy. The twd task forces assambled during .
the afternaan; TF .lanis in TOEDNICH, and TF Oden in TOLXR.IGE.
sfter dark the taék forces moved up to their atteck asscmbly )
areas, TF ilanis ncar T.TTERT, and TF Oden noar QUATREVINTS,

Reserve Command notificed 21l clements under its‘COntrol
ts be ready to move northuards on short noticé, the command plan=~
ned to move to the old CC., asscubly arca, *OLKR.NGE~TOERIICH-
UD.IGE, at 220730, aftcr the attack had jumped off. The Division
Treins were to cansolid;tc at [,.CHECOU.NT and 1EIX~-IE~TIGE under
the Rescrve Command S—-b,.2

Divisicn (rtillery Hcadqﬁarters moved to RLOMN and sct
up in the same building with Division Hcadquartcré in order to
promote clesc cocrdination during the attack.

By C600 on thc 22d, the 4th .rmored Divisisn was preparcd

" t2 lsunch its attack as part of III Corpse. The Divisicn was




concentrated, not dispersed, rcady for employment-in mass, It

was‘rcinfarced'by additional artillery firepower, The high com-
nand had insurcd that the most important conditions £or the favor-

able employment of armor cxisted, This was to be the initial

T
. . I
stroke of the great countcroffensive-of all the /llied Forces
to destroy the still-deepening German penctration.
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CH..PTER VII
THE LTH /RIORED DIVISION .TT.CKS TO RE.CH BASTOGNE

During the period from the 22d through the 26th, the 4th
;rmored Division attacked to reach BASTOGNE. This chapter is the
story of the problems met and overcome by the Division; how the
Division acted to clear its zone and open a route into BASTOGNE;
how the attack was supported by air anc artillery; and how @he

initiative was maintained by the usc of the Reserve Commande

22 Deccmber 1944

At 0600 sn the 22d of December, the III Corps attacked

with thrce divisions abrecaste In the 4th /Armored Division, CCL

N

advonced in two columns end crossed the 1linc of departure, HEIN=-
STERT=.T ERT,- at the prescribed time in a heavy snowfall. (Sce

Skcteh Noe 6.) The rizht column, composed of the 35th Tank Bat-
talisn, reinforced, and cclled Task Force Cden, moved out through
EONUIRT and OBERP,.LLEN to NIEDZRCOLF.CH, following a route to the
west of their a,_ssi;;noc‘-. axise ., blowvn bridgo at NIEDERCOLP.CH halted
the column, Traop.fj‘ 5f the 25th Cavelry, scouting ocut in front of

the column, also reporteod thot a bricge j’,usﬁ north: of PETITE MNOBRES-
S.\OT was blown, Conscaucnitly Goneral Zarncst :fdorccl the column to
©ove '}ia FOTHG B and P;QL’?':TB ~nd join the west coluan on the nedin

thiishway west of PJ;‘;ETTEol The left column, conposcd of the




CH.PTER VII

THE 4TH /RIIORED DIVISION .TT.CKS TO RE.CH BASTOGIME

During the periad from the 22¢ through the 26th, the 4th
Lrmored Division atbacked to reach BASTOGNE. This chapter is the
story of the problcms met and overcome by the Division; how the
Division acted to clear its zonc and open a route into BASTOGNE;
how the attack was supported by air anc artillery; and how phe

initiative was nmaintained by the use of the Reserve Command.

22 December 1944 ’ "

At 0600 >n the 22d of December, the III Corps attacked
with tharce divisions abreast. In the 4th jrmored Division, CC.
advonced in two columns end erossed the linc of departurc, HEIN=-
STEX -;TTERT,«at tiic prescribed time in a heavy snowfalles  (Sce
Sketeh Woe. 6.) The risht column, composcd of the 35th Tank Bat-

1

talion, reinforced, and celled Task Force Cden, moved osut through
EQMNERT and OBERP.,.LLEN to NIEDCRCOLPF/CH, following a route to the
west of their assigned axis. ., blown bridse at NIEDIRCOLP.ACH halted
the colwan. Traop%A af the 25th Cavelry, scouting out in front of
the colunn, wlso reporteod thet a bridgc ‘just north of PTTITE MNOBRES-
SART wos blown, Conscgucntly Goneral Darncst sfdcrcd the column to
rpove via NOTHG 3 end PAQETTE ~nd join the west coiunn on the nain

1l

—
N

)

hway wost of P-TTTEZ.L The loft column, conpased of the




Appendix VI, No, 8,) me}canpaniée were both to be propared to

establish a bridgchead acrose thé SURE River. At 1330 Company A
staéﬂ&d the attack and in half an hour had occupied the western
portion of HAUT-LARTELANGE unopposed. Company B moved up on 'Lhe
loft and was near the center of town vhen considerable ammall ams
and bazooka fire struck them fram the west side of the town., Bitter
street fighting continued all afterncon, during which one platoon

of Company B (of the 5lst) was pinned down for several hours 'by fire
from commanding buildings as they lay on the road embankmont. Artile
lery s‘hells set firc to Some buildings but thc resistance continuocd.
Mter dark the bright moonlight and new fallen snow madc any move=
ment in tho open conspicuous. .t 1800 the attack was rcnewed and
the fighting continued all night. The town was finally clcarcd at
0400 the following morning.

Units of CCB werc up at 0300 to start getting in order for
the attack. The snow and darkness made it very difficult to assemble
the units; CCB left its attack positions at 0430, The column was
formed at LOUFTE ONT as thc various clements arrived from the west
and south by interspersing the infentry and tank clements in the .
column as plafmed. Aﬁ 0600 the 8th Tank Battalion crossed the IP,

At 0838 the column was two kilomcters south of the blue phase

linc at F,UVILLERS. The first halt was at the initial objective,
F;.UVIILEP.S. Patrols were sent out, which returned aﬁ 1000 and re=-
ported no contact. The column resumed its advance ‘At,hrough FAUVIL~

LERS, HOTTE, and LENUFONT..INE, »rcceiving some small arms fire from




the latter, Just south of BURIION the bridge was found destroyed

and Campany B of the 24th Engincers prepared to span the stream.
The 8th Tank Battalion was given the job of patrolling to the
cast, and they reccived diregt.firc from the viecinity of STRAIN=
CH.1.PS. Elements of the 10th jrmored Infantry forded the stream
and outposed BUENON at 1700 aftor firc from the 8th Tank Battalion
had silenced some cnemy resistance thet had developed in the towm.
Ai 1900 the oridge was complcteds Orders vere reccived to continue
the move all night, but at 2040 CCB,had not started moving.h Two
liaison officers returnin:; from CCBHhcadquarters to the 8th Tank
and 10th ,rmored Infantry Battallons rith orders for the contiruo-
tion of the attaclk wade the wrong turn at FLUVILLERS and were
cmbushed by the Germans on the road to 30D.JGE. Cnc of them
¢scaped, but the lecding battalions did not rccecive the word
to continuc until lzte ot night.3 Theyr wrere held up by fire
coming from the woods north of BURNON ond were not 2blc to od-
vancc.until after nidnight. (Sce Sketeh lo. 8.)

0on 0730 on the 22d, Rescrve Commend moved as planncd to
the UDAGE arca. Plans nad already been rade for o further dis-
placcment to QU.TRE-VANTS. Orders for this move were issucd at
noon as soon as Rescrve Command had closed in UD.AIGE The dis- ‘
placement to QUATRE~VLITS was completed at 1525, (Soc Skketch 1o,
9.) By this timec the divisiad comandcr had rcceived the report
from CC.. that the cnemy occupied BIGONVILLE in strenzthe He

issued orders for Rweserve Comcancd to attock DIGCHVILLE., Heserve




Cosmand issucd orders at 2300 for a move to HOLTZ to commence at

0600 the following day. 4 tank company rcinforced by a platoon

of armorcd infantry was to form the advance guard, folloved by'

the 37th Tenk Battalion and the 53d Jjrmorcd Infantry Battalion,

The 94th ,umored Field ,rtillery Battalion and Battcry C of the

177th Ficld . rtillery Battalion (155-mm howritzers) were attachcd.5
Division /rtillery continucd to support the attack. During

the morning the 177th Ficld rtillery Battalion (155-mm howitzers)

was attached to the Division. .t 1400 the 776th Field .rtillery

Battalion (155-mm howitzors), was attached to the Division and was

further attachcd to CCB. However, tiais battalion did not orrive
until later. Thesc two battalions werc short on clothing, cquip-
nent, ond supplics, including‘ammunition, and vicre very glad to
come under the wing of a division which could look out for tham
and resupply them, Fortunately the 4th rmored Division made ;
sractice of carrying 155-rm armunition, although they had no
organic medium artillery, on tic chance that corps artillery
medium battalions attoched to the Division from time to time
right be short on ammunitidn.6 This gave the Division a total
of scven artillery battalions supporting the attack; its own three
orgenic battalion§, two armored 105-cr beottalions, and two towed
155~nm battalions,

Thc 25th Cavalry Reconneissancc Squadron ~ot off to an
inauspicious start on thc 22d when Troop C and squedron headquartc?s

found themsclves blocked by the column of CCB at ILIZR until 1630,




Troop D managed to infiltrate forward in the CC3 column and move

north and'west to sct up a sercen cxtcnding from VITRY to a blown
bridge about a half kilomecter northcast to VOLLIVILLE. Troop C
finally got through and .outposted to thc north anc west of BURMOMN.
(Scc skctch &) During the day both troops identificd 8th Comgggy;
15th Parzchutce Regiment, of thc Germen 5th Paratroop Division as

the unit that had been in BURAION.7

On this day thc 4th .rmorcd Division delivered its attaock.
The situstion was still so confuscd as a result o? the disruption
caused by the German breakthrough that the cnamy disp#sitions were
unknown when the attack commcnced. Stragglers from jmerican units
added to the confusion. The 25th Cavalry piciked up some from thé
28th Division; CC.. found cighty who had been previously cut_off;
and CCB picked uﬁ two officers and twenty men reported to be fron
the 707th Tank Battalion and the 44th [rmored Infontry, who hod been
wandering_around for four days oand had to bc evacuated for medical
attention.4 48 might be cxnccted resistance encountered in the
zonc was uncven, piocing CC3 about six and a half kilomecters
chceda of CC., anc lcaving its right flank considcrable cxposcd,
The Division Commender decided to continue to push the attack
in spite of this dangecr, but hc was still very conccrned about
his right flank. Thc Divisicn received a warning during thc
day from III Corps not to lct itself be cut off as thc forces
in 3.3TCGNE wcrc,LL and the Division Commander decided quickly

to comnit the Reserve Coriond vhen o dangerous threat to his
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flank devcloped at BIGONVILLE.

23 Deccmber 1944

4t 0400 after an 2ll night fight, CCA finally clearcd
i RTELANGE of the enemy. The bridze across the SURE River on
the main highwéy was complctely demolished, bul the bridge on
the R;DELANGE road leading west out of tovm was only partially
destroyed and was passable for foot troops. By 0500 Company A
of the 5lst /,rmorcd Inféntry Battalion was across the river and
had sceured the high graund to the north of the tovm without
oppositian.8 . CE. reported that about 100 paratroopers nad been
holding thc torm. Corps cngincers (the 183th Engince? Canbat
Dattalion) ceme up to install a 90-foot Bailcy bridges By 1430
the bridge was ready, and TF Ocden, the ?oinforccd tank battalion,
crossed the river, follwed by TF ilanise. .t about 1600, a mile
north of L/RTELANCE, cncmy 20-mm firc causcd some casualtics
among the infantry riding thc lcad tenks, but the firc was soon

silenced., The encmy was overrun by the tanks and armorcd infantry

and an cstimatced company of the Qerman 5th Faratroop Division and

twro antitank guns were wiped aut.9 o Littlc further to the nopth,
about threc kilomcters from :_.RTEL.GE, the hcad of thc column ran
into hoavy small omms, cntitenk, and mortar firce from the direction
of "LiRM.CH, which is locatcd a short distance oaéb of thc main high-
viay. Company C of the 5lét srmored Infantry Battalion lost two half-

tracks to the fire, and a platoon of this company supported by four
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light tanks moved on "LRW.CHe The cnemy repulscd this force. with

considerable loss.s' licamvhile, CCB had scnt word to CC. that it
had observed cnenmy vlehiclcs noving soutn on the B.STOGIE-!LRTEL.IGE
road, ;pparently to rcinforcc the Germon forces facing CChi, General
Earhcst dceided to by-pass TLIN.CH with the bulk of his forcc. #c-
' cordingly Company B of the 5lst, mounted on tanks of Company B of
the 35th, moved west off the road a milc north of LIARTEL.IGE, and
followed the tank battalion to thc northwest by bounds. leanwhile,
after a preparation by the supporting artillery a force of tanks
and infantry attacked thc tovm and drove the cnemy out into the
woods to the north, “hen the woods werce aﬁtackcd, however, the
town was left unguarded, and tihc chemy infiltrated back into thc
town from the cast. 4';ttcr.113ts to drive out thc cnemy after dark
failed. licanwhile, forward cleaicnts of TF Oden reached the high ‘
zround south and cast of STR.IICH. PS vherce they helted for tne
night. (Scc Sketch los 10,)

(frer refucling and vesupplying aftor their fight at BURNON ~
on the 22d, CCB resumed their advance during darkness carly on
the 23d, Refore daylight the leading clerients of CCB rcachca the
road junction southwest of CH.ILONT., .t this point strong chemy
dircet firc was recccived, cnd CCB wes forced to halt uatil daylight,
The 8th Tank Battalion lost two lisht t:zni;s.B By noon CCB was on
the high ground southirzst of CHLUIONT: th; cncay were octive in
the woods northwest and south of tiic towmn. This was the first day

of good mcather, and our plancs shot down two cnemy plencs in CCB's

@




rear arca. During the aftcrnoon, CCB aountcd an attack against
CHAUMONT. Under covering fire from Company . of the 8th Tank
Battalion, infontrymen of the 10th Armorcd infantry, mounted on
tanks of Company B of thc 8th, attacked and captured CH/ULICNT.

Under covering fire from Company i of the 8th Tanlk Battalion on

the high ground southwest of CH.ULIONT, infantrymen of the 10th

armored Infantry, mounted on tanks of Comgseny B and a ?latoan

of Company C of the8th, attacked and.capturcd CHAULIOHT. .t the
samc timc another platoon of Cbmpany C of the Stb attempted to
outflank CH.UL:ONT to the ﬁest. ivc tanks bogged down in a

patch af mud, which was uncxpected inasmuch as.nost of the groundl
was frogen at this tine, The tanks werc so solidly stuck that
wﬁcn they were recoverca two dayslater it required three tonk
rccovery vchicles to pull cach onc out of the mud,3 “hile re-
organizing in CH.UIONT, CC3B wras strafcc by fricndly plancs, vho
had not been inforamcd that tho tovm Yras takcn.lo

4t 1720 the Germens lauached & strong ccuntecrattack against

CH/ULCIT, The first-indicatian of the counateratteck was German
infantry infiltroting into the town, and this was reparth By an.
" osutpost of Company C of the 8th in tho.north cdge of tovm, Sud-
denly direct fire opened up on CCB from hill 490\vnortheast of

CIL,UL OHT and the town immcdintcly became untonable. Tﬁé'tank guns
of Company .. southwest of the town could not rcach the oncmy.3

The Germans uscd twenty-tuo tanks, ana German infantry.auflnnkod

11

the town on the cast ana west, among the . cneny tanks vrere
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/merican Shermans, with stars and panclse l1c 8th Tenk Battalion
lost 11 medium tanks in the town, although some of them were only
aired in the mud,lZ After the fight, CCB regrouped oﬁ thc high
ground southwest of CH,ULONT to hold their positions. (Sce Sketch
1o, 104)

Rescrve Command had been ordered to attack BIGONVILLE on
this day, ond it departed carly from its osscmbly area near QU.TRE-
VENTS, but icy roads delayed its mavemcnf and it did not rcach
HOLTZ until lOOO.;‘3 CC.. had rcported that FL.TZBOURHOF was oc-
cupied by the cnemy. . company of the 37th Tank Battalion and a
company of the 53d .rrored infantry'movcd through HOLTZ and abtocx-
cd FLgTZBOURHOF and by 1230 had scized the hizh ground north of ;he
town. Humerous mines hindered the attack at FL.TZ3OURHOF and the
cnermy nod martargAzcrscd in on the road junction thcrc.lh The
attackers réphlscd several cnemy ténks, and capturcd a number of
prisoncrs wcar%ng white copes and helncts, iext the 53d cleared
the woods south of BIGOUVILLE in on oatteck in which fixed bayoncts

were uscd;l5 30 Germans wore killed and 15 taken prisoncr. T@gy

viere from the 13th Parachute Regiment of the 5th Paratroop Division,.

L.ony mines were cncountered on thic approaches to BIGONVILLE and

Roserve Cormand was unable to take the tovn before Gark, (Sce

skcteh No. 11,) .t 1700 about 200 cneay reinforcements werc sb-
e Al 13

scrved cntering the town from the north. it 1900 orders wvere

issucd for on attack at 0745 the next day.

The 25th Cavelry Recomnaissance Squacron (minus) continucd
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to sercen the divisionts loft flenk curing the day. b the end

of thé doy its scrcen thcnded from CCB's position mouthwiest of
CH.UL.ONT to VOL“IVTLLE. (Sec Sietch o, lQ.) The squadron
sbserved an cnemy build up in the RELOIVILIE~NIVES arca, on hhlch
Troop E fired with some c¢ffect. Prisoners takcn by the cavalry

lndlcgted their opooncnts were the 3d Battallon, Lith Parachute &

Regiment, supported by a battalion of the hOSth Volksgrcnadlor

v

rrtillery Corps. Other prisoncrs indicated the prescnce of the

™~
2d Battalion of the lith Porachute Rogiment, and at lcast a con-

P

nany of thc 5th Parachute-Engincer Battalion, both of the Germen

5th Faratroop Division on CCB's front, The organization of the

L08th Volkksgrenadicr .rtillery Corps is intcrésting as an cxﬁmplc
of the hastily forncd Volks»rcaaalur unite the Germans werce férccd
to make usc of at this tinc. (Sec Organizational Chart io. 3.)

On this déy the 4th .rmored Division cncountered some of

the hardest fighting of thc coupelgn. The cnomy counterattacked
. \

strongly against both of the leading combat commands, and succecded

in tieir counterattack at CHLU ONT in driving CCB out of thc town.

4s an cxample of the soverity of the Tighting, the 8th Tonk Batto-

lion renorted that its Couneny 3 nad no tanks left, and that the

-

. . , , , 10 .
Batt-lian's cffective medium tank strength was 22, At the sane

tinc the flank sccurity problem, provided the greatest difficultics
/

~

- \ -
to the division and'cambat cywaiond cormnionders, On the left the

cneny haddriven tne 28Lh Sivision out of V. U¥-LES~RC3IERES, and

10
the troops tiacrc had withdrawn o HEUrCH‘TE Ue
™
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o .
the troops thcrc had ~ritndrawn to IIEUFCHUTE.U.

to screen the divisiont's left flenk curing the day. 4t the cnd

of thé doy its scrcen ¢xtcnded from CCB's position mouthwest of
CH.UL.OUT to VOLLIVIILE. (Sec Sketch No. 1Q.) The squadron
obscrved an one@y build up in thé REIOIVILLE-NIVES arca, on which
Troop E fired with some cffect. Prisoners taken by the cavalry

indicated their opponents were the 3d Battalion, lhth Parachube g

Regiment, supported by a battalion of the 408th Volksgrenadicr

\

rrtillery Corps. Other prisoncrs indicated the presence of the

2d Battalion of the lith Paraeghte Regiment, and at lcast a com-

pany of thic 5th Parochute Engincer Battalion, both of the German

5th Faratroop Division on CCB's front. The or anization of the
: g

LO8th Volksgrenadicr .rtillery Corps is intcresting as an oxample

of the hastily forned Volksgrcinacicr unite the Germens were forced
to roke usc of ot this tine., (Sec Organizational Chart Ho. 3.)
On this cay the 4th .rmored Division cncountered some of

the hardest fighting of thc ccumpaign. The cnomy counterattacked

. \
strongly against both of the leading combat commands, and succecded
in their csunterattack at CHLU ONT in driving CCB oubt of the town.

\

;s an cxainple of the scverity of the Tighting, the 8th Tonk Batte-

lion renorted that its Conmcny 3 nad no tonks left, and that the

. . . . , 10 .
Batt:-lion's cffective medium tank strength was 22, ot the sane

time the flaonk sccurity problem, provided the greatest difficultics
!

~ \

tas the division and corbob cowiond corrienders. On the left the

cneny haddriven the 28th Division out of V. UX-LES-RCSIERES, ond
10

~

~
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b the same time the cnemy were building up forces in the RRIOIVILIE-

NIVES arez. Gencral Dager requested that division direct Reserve
Command to scnd soamething up around VOL,IVILLE to protect his
left flank, but Reserve Command was alrcady comﬁitted to an attack
on another flank threat to the division at BIGONVILLE. General
Dager was also worried about the encay in BODAI\IGE' and asked to
find out what CC., was going to do about them. . Division infonmod‘
him_ that‘they were his responsibility and he would have to clean
‘then aut.lo The reason far this assignment of responsibility was
that BCD.iGE Jay west of the SURE River, which was the boundary
betwcen combat cormands, but at this time the bulk of CCB was
just southwest of CH.ULIONT, about scven kilameters to the north,
CC.. vas in somewhat thc saric situation, having by-passed V.RI'.CH
and_cléarcd it with a sm&ll force, only to havc_tho cneny rctake
it and thereby block the ,RLON-B,.STCGNE nighway., ..t about noon
calls from the III Corps Chief of Staff and G-3 stated that LUCKY
6 (Gen Patton) wanted Gencral Doager to by-pass CELULONT and ﬁhat
he (Gen Patton) soys "Therc is ©o0 nuch piddling aournd--by-pass

. 10 s s .
these tawns and clean them up later,” The division was having

difficulty in usingz thesc teoctics incsruch as there werc no infantr
=1

for follow-up troops and thc <divisicn nission was to open a route
int> B.STCGIE.

On the favorable side the weather cleared for the first
timc since the German offensive started, ond during the norning

CCB received closc air sunnort, In the afternoon 2ll ploncs were
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- 1
diverted to the VIII Corps sectors

-
rdﬁu forvrard clements of the

division could sec C-47s dropping supplics into B.STOGHE. Best o

a "

of all the ground was irozen and full cross-country mcbility wae

...omoouoamougo»»nmagpomuboo ooaugn.,.o /8 a result the Di-

vision's morale was high,

4t pidnight tho 10lst Alrbornc Division called in to find
st tho situation and %o a‘nov the reminder that thero was dnuy onc
‘mwowwwbm day remaining tefore 93..m§_mm. |

24 Docetaber 1944

|

During the swm&a. and carly morning intornittent fighting
continued in "LRiL.CH, but CC. was unable to ¢islodgo the cnemy.
Finally at 0530 a coordinated attack was lavached oy Company B

of the 51st .umored Infentry rountcd on the tanks of Compeny 3

of the 35th Tank Battalion. Thcy moved cast acrass thc mein
highvay into the towm, (Sce Skehch io. 12,) lianwhile, the
rec.einder of the combat command halted acrtiwiest of TLANALCE
17

for regrouping and scrvicing fron 0600 to 1200, deveral nours

of bitter streot fighting in TLRIL.CH were requircd to drive the
onemy into the northern portion of thc tcoun, but there they
hcld., The .acrican troops vithdrow a short distance to tac rea
of the church, and brousht heavy wroiilery fice on the Gernzas.
Following this thoy continucd the abteclk, tut the resistance
was so bitter that it H.wb.c.wmom the rest of thc day bc clininevce

the pocket of rusisbance, ~LRILLCH s finalls cioared ot 1715,




The task force pushed on to the cdge of TINT.INGE, but found it very

heavily defended, so withdrcw to more favorable positions in the
vicinity of "7 RN.CH for the night.

Licamihile, the remainder of CC. wes not idie. 4t 1300
Company ., of the 51st ,rmorcd Infantry tcamed with Company C of the
35th Tank Battalion to clcar out the southern pqrtian of the SCHOCK=
BUSCH, the woods north of " RN..CHe They pushed the advonec o1l
afternoon, and by 1645 rcoched o position along the TINT.IGE-STR..IN-
CH.1.PS road, where they halted for the night. .t the safic time
Conpany C of the 51st, attached to Company .. of thc 35th, advenced
northwords west of the highway ond clearcd out the BOIS DE 1.ORIEV..L
southeast of STR.INCH..P3. .t the end of the day thcy wcre obreast
of the task force to the cast of the highway and facing the TIHT-

L GI-STR.INCH.LTS road. Durinz the day CCa killod an cstimated
160 cneny, wounded 40, and ecpturcd 135, and accounted for several
tonks anc assazult g;uns.l8

CCB spent most of this doy in their positions south and
swthwest of CH.ULIONT rccovering fron the biow they hoad taken the
cay ocfore. The cnemy constantly probed their positions vwith patrols,

but thcse were repulsed by cutposts of the 10th .morcd Infantry Bat-

.talion and the 25th Covelry., Encmy troops in the woods south of

CH.UL OHT continued to haress tiac cimnond so an eir strike of cight
P-47s wias quuostcd anc obtainced on the woods, after which a company

of the 1Oth .riaored Infantry, rcj.nf:rccd by a plotoon of terks and

two cavalry réconnaissance .pl:.tocns, cntered the woods (LB.Y CHELET )e

o N N Ve CoL T . N . . ~ L
They ocnrased in a shorp Jizht and drove the cnemy out. Dy 1620

-

“thev had drivesa norti inbtc the €01l woods between Lii:BaY CHIUET




During the day the 25th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

continued to protect the left flank of the Division, They checked
severzl towns , among which were BERCHEUX, JUSERET, and CHEME,
which they found clear of enemy. They also contacted some engineers
who werc cnzaged in laying mines and cansfructi.ng roadblocks and who
gave informetion that there were enemy tanks northeast of BERCHIUX.
These enginecrs were a part of Task Force Lion, a group built
araund the 178th Engincer Regiment as a nmucleus, and having the
job of protccting the left flank of III Corps with defended
obstaclzs .21" |

Oon t}zc 24th, Corps ,rtillery dcsigné.t,cd the 402d Field
.rtillery Group to reinforce the firces of the 4th j.rmorcd.Divisi:n
srtilie ry.23 The composition of this group is shown in Organiza-
Itiana.l Cheart Ho. 4e This roised to ten the total number of bat-
talions supporting the 4th ,rmored Division. Division ‘~tillery
pleced counter battery firc on EOUL.LIDE, north of BIGONVILLE.
The fire dircction center moved to TOLTZL.NGE and reported thot
thby were very busy with threc committed combat 'commends to
support, The Division orderced that harassing artillery firc
be delivered on enemy positi 5ns daring t“nc nizht ©o assist the
rencwal of the attack the noxt day. Late in the day the chicf
of staff of III Corps called to osk \methcr'ﬁivisivn Artillery
coulcd give a bﬁttory 5f 105-mm sclf-propelled howitzers to
Task Force Fickett, of which the 6th licchanized Cavalry Squadron

was to toke position between the 4th aroored and the 26th Infantry

1
>
)
O
i










for the 26th Infontry Division to take responsibility for BIGOW-

VILLE and the scctor to the east of i£.23 He attached the 249th

Engincor Battalion to the 26th Division for this burpase. He also
attached the 188th Ingincor Battalion, which had built the LIRTE-
L.JGE bridge, to the 4th ,rmored to be used t5 defond the bridge
and the sector to the cast as far as BIGONVILLE. (See Appendix-
VI, ilos 9.) Thc Corns Commander also detached two battalions of
" infantry (the lst and 24 of thc 318th) from the 80th Division and
scnt them to the 4th ;rmarod. They were met by guldes and rcached
the Division in the cvening., The 1st Battalion, 318th Infantry,
was attached to CC,, and rcachced its asscmbly arca in the woods
southcast of ngH;CH at 2215, It was ot 4O combat strcngth,}7
having bcon cngrged previosusly in bitter fighting to the east,
The 2¢ Battalion, abcut 750 strang;Qé was attached to CCB and
rcached CCB's arca at 2100, This infantry was to supnlement
the infantry strenztl organic to the Division, and to prevent
the rccurrcnce of infiltrations by the Germans in considerable
nunkers as had happencd at 'ARNLCH and DIGONVILLE., CC.. felt that
henceforth it must clear the zonce to and hold alonz the SURBLCH
River on its right if it were to avoid being held up by cnemy
action in its rear.9 It is important to rcmember that the mis-
sicn vas to open a route into BUSTCOGIE.

T™e division order for the attack on the 25th nrovided
for o resumption of the attacks of CC.. and CCB, now reinforced

by an additional infontry battelicon cach, and the movement of -
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Rescrve Command to on csscmbly northeast of NEUFCH.TZ.U during

i-ht. From tiis loczle they would.launch cn attack towards ‘
B.STCGIE on thc 25th to thc left of CCB. (Scc ..poendix VI, No. 9.)
Th: 25th Cavalry (minus) was then to maintoin contact between CCB
and Rescrve Comnmand, The 94th mmorod Fiecld . ritillcry Battalion
(105~rm) and a battcry of tho 177th Ficld .rtillery Battalion
(155~mn how) were attached to Rescrve Command to »rovide artil-
lery support. Troop D of the 25th Cavalry wos to be attached
to Reserve Canwencd upon its arrivel on the division's left flonle,
Reserve Commond plarned to leave BIGONVILIE at 0L02 and orrive
in the vieinity of LLOLTNF, IIG narthc;st of WEUFCHATE!U priorto
daylizht, moving under radio silencc,

In order to further strecngthen the attnck in this scctor,

IID Corps was nlonning to caploy CC.L of the Gth ,~morcd Division
on the left of the 4th rmored Division, The 4th Jrmered was in-

icrocd thiet this o2diticnal combot cormand would be attached upon

its arrival,? but it actinlly cid not launch its attack uatil the

27 of December, thrie oys l-oter,

CC. mlanncd t3> 2tt-zi o
abreoste The lst Roburlion o7
the right and the 51lst 'rr .rol Infontry Tattaliosn o the left. The
25th Tenk Battalica wme ~il-co i ip zeonceral support of Lotk irfantry

snitse (Sce Appendix LI, it F.o Tosundary between battalions




was the north-south 55 grid line., The 51st planncd to atgack with
Company C on the left and Company A on the right of the main high-
way, which was their axis of advance. The initial objective was
“to clear out STR;‘xDICH"IIPS; (see sppendix VI, Mo. 11;) The initinl
sbjoctive of the right babtalion wes TINTAGE.
b 0800 the attack_was resumca. On the left Company . of_
the 35th Tonk Battaiion went into position on the high ground over-
looking STR.INCH..PS and Company C of thc 51st sent a platoon to
clear the town, 1o resistande was cncauntered, q.nd the two infantry
companies astride the road moved forward abreast, (Sce Skectch No, 13.)
Fron STR.'.IIz!CH.'.I.;PS the 51st ciuld sce CCB attackix;lg noxrth on the BURION--
CH, WLIOMT road, and also an cxtensive dug-in cnermy position by-passed

28
by CCB southwest of HOLL.NGE, but in CCB's zonc,

“camwhile, the lst Battolisn of the 318th ha? launched its ‘

attack on TINT.JGE. ..t 0915 thcey hed only progresscecd a hundred

vards from tne line of dcpérturc anG wicre rcceiving hecavy sall
arns firc, The cnemy launched a counterattack of company strength,
wthich vas beaten off. By 1035 CC. had obtaincd air support on TINT-
MGI, and even thaugh the town wes strongly held, the 318th was able
Lz teke the t:mvrn with littlc opnrositicn after the bombardment, The
battalion spent the remeinder of tic day consolidating its position
in tic vicinity of TINT.‘NGE.
then Company .. of the 51st strrted to move north across the

STR..LiICH. . PS==TINT.IGE roac, they ren into fire from the northern

nortion of the 30IS DE ;ELCH. Coapany D of the 35th moved up o
/

~ ®
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spray thc arca with firc. This was very successful and when the

atf,ack was rosumcd-at noon, some 200 prisoners wcrc‘captured,.
fter a delay duc to an attack on the battalion's forward posi-
tions by .mcrican P=47s, thc 51st resumed its :advance and by
1630 rcached the high groaund 500 yards south. of HOLL.NGE. .4
patrol detormined that HOLL.IGE was occupicd and air reconnais—
aancc reported that it was held in strcngth. CCAL decided to halt
for the m.ght about 1030 s and hoavy ﬁrtlllery fire was directed on |
HOLL.NGE to saft;n it up for the gext day's opcration.
Dﬁring the day CC.. left Company B of the 5lst and Company

B of the 375th ih ¥RNMACH t5~guam against infiltration, (Sée
,;ppchciix VI, lNoe 104) Troop . of t\hc 25th Cavalry continucd scrécn_—
lng from "/ RIN/.CH ﬁo 1LRTEL.IGE, or’x,,.‘_.,l.nb in a sharp fizht with the
éncr:L;; at GRE IL.IGE. Th y also screcned to a peint three niles
north of 7. RH.CHe -

B CCB planncd to nttack with one infantry battalion cgainst
CH.L.ONT anc th;: other c;nvelo ping CE.U jOZfT on the cast, It was

first ncccssary to clcan sut the woods south of CH.UIOHT again

'as the cnemy had infiltrated into ‘them during the nighte. The

attack was laur(ichcd at 0850, Conpany C of the 8th Tank Bottalion

rx.mf areed by armored mfﬂntrj attackcn the L.JB.Y CHENET wooCs

t;:a clcor oub the snipers. (Scc Sketeh Noo 13.) The 2d &ttallon
of the 318th o.'tta.é:kcd the woods just soutn of CH.UiOliTe They were
held up by hcavy machine gun fire, 't tenks of Company .. of the

8th Tork Bottaliosn came to their support. The woods were finally
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_cleé.re’d by 1050, CCB then launched its maint attack against CHAU-

1iONT. The 2d Battalion of the 318th moved directly against the

togé supported by Company ;i of the 8th, while the 10th Armored

Infantry Battalion, supported by Compé.mr C of tl'ie 8th, moved

armnd CH,UL.ONT to the cast, By 1340 thié force had a platoon

of tonks across the streaﬁl and rSad cast and north of CH.LIONT,

and by 1510 thc 8th Tark Battalicn‘vras on the high ground cast

of GR.NDRUE, vie:mwhilc » ot 440 the 318th had clements in the town
and”als> had noved soe forces through the woods and onto the high
graund cast of CH.ULONT. The town was finelly cleared at 1950, and
CCB outposted thoir positions for the night, The 8th Tank Battolion

/ .
recovercd scven of the cleven tanks they had previously left in

? and CCB reported toking 67 prisoncrs during the dey.

- . “Rescrve Comnand storted its movement in bright moonlight

from BIGONVILLE at 0100, The route followed took them behind CCLL

anc CCB and into'an cssembly arca between [LOLINF.ING and BERCHEUX. - ‘

\

(Sce sketch Ho. 13.) The head of thc column reached BERCHEUX at
0500, ImioCiately a patrol was scnt into V.UX-LDS-ROSIERES; the
town was unoccupicd. 4t 0800 thc commanders of the 37th Tank,

534 srimored Infantry, ond 94th Ficld ".r;tillcry Battalions asscmbled
at the Rcs'::rvc Comaand CF to rcceive verbal orderse. Their pia.r; |
designated Company D of the 37th and Conmpany B of the ﬂ53d to bo'\
the advange guard under the cormmend of the S-2 of the 37th Tark

30 (

Battalion, The axis of acvance scleeted did not £ollow the

nain NEUFCH..T®.U~B.STOGED highwvay, but turncd szuthcast at
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PETITE ROSIET?E, then north agam at 0E: OIVILLB, and on to BSTOGNE

along the sccondary road. The artillery displaced fram L“SSUL to
pogitions in the vicinitj of JUSERET, Battery C of the 177th
(155-am how) reinforcing the 94th. Company D of the 37£h (light
tanks) end Company C of the ‘701.;th Tank Destroycr Battalion wecre
to block to the narth and. w 1: of PETITE ROSIERE while Troop C
of the 25th avalzy was to protcct the command's left flank, The
time of attack was sct at 1100 in orderito allow time.for removal
of a roadblock found at the cdge of V. UX-LES-ROSIERES.BI

The attack Jumped off on time and met no resistance until the
leacding clements had passced thraazh PETITE ROSIERE, when they were

fired on by cnemy infontry to the narths.o

*hile the town was being
clearcd, Company D of the 37th Tank and Compaﬁy C of thec 704th Tar:k‘
Destroyer Battalians. pushed the encm& to the north and osutposted
PETITE ROSIERE as planncd. Rescrve Com nend reported an cncny
c¢olumn moving west thrauzh 1IORHET.

After Company B of the 53d had clearcd PETITE ROSIERE,
the . Companics of the 37th and 53¢ attacked NIVES, recciving sonc
antitenk fire. The mapcuver of the tar}ks was considerably restrict-
2d by the strcam swutheast of the town,lh but they soon to:;k the
toun, and the two C Companics continued on to COBREVILLE., Here
they cncountered sharp, tut shﬁrt-livcd small arms .rcsistance and
entered the town ot 1410, .. crater iras blocking the road where a

sall tridge had been blovm cast of COBREVILLE, so a tank dozer

from the 37th nmushed a stonc woll into the crater and the column

i
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noved on.3.2 REOIVILLE was strongly hcld by the enemy, and a sur-

prise attack without artillory support was rapidly organized and
launchcd at 1515.“‘ ’Ihc C Companics sct up a base of fire on the
high graund west of town, and the i Companics launched the attnck..
Dircc‘t. firc and flamc throwers helped to rau_,it the onc;my,3 2 ond by
11800 thc town was sccurcd and almost 400 px';isancrs capturcd, Lican-
while, Troop ¢ of the 25th Cavalry, protcét.ing the lcft flank, was
in contact outside of [[ORHET, anc Compan& D of the 37th and Camp;':ny :
¢ of the 704th Tonk Destroyer repulsed an encny thrust north of
PETI’E_ROSIERE. Company C of the 37th moved cut to the north and
Gompany B of the 37th to the northwest to outpost RIOIVILLE for
the night, .t 1700 Rescrve Cor:.rzahd CP moved up to V.UX~LES-ROSIERLS, |
along with thc 704th Tenk Destroyer Battalion CP. The system oi_‘ lecap~-
frogging tank-infentry teams constontly carricd sut by the 37th Tenk
and 53d .umored Infantry Bettelions during the day was a vital factor
in maintainihg the ronentun of the attock of Reserve Commande, During
the night an unidentificd planc strafecd the PU cnclosurc at BERCHZIUX.
During thc confusion scveral prisoners attempted to rush the guards,
but they were unsuccessful 28 ten were killed and twenty-two woundcd.32
During the dey the 25th Cavz.-.lry Reconnal ssance Squadron main-
taincd their screon sn the left of CCB, obsomving very little cneny
activity. Hoaring at 1600 that Rescrve Coumand was up to R OIVILIE,
thoy pushed forward across tic intarvening 'tcrfain, captaring 26
prisoncrs in SURE at 1800, and contocting Reserve Carrf_iand‘s flank

in RAMOIVILLE at 2200. (Sec sketch Moo 13.)







CCA, although it did ndﬁ arrive until the nnxt:day.jg To takc care
of the Division's flanks the 6th Cavalry Gr:up arrived in the Divi-

’f%ﬁs,area, and roccived the attachment of Battery 4 of the 2534
maz‘ed Ficld Artillery Battalion. Thc group (less the 6th Cavalry
Sq@adrcn) reccived the mission of protccting the Corps' left flank
north and west of the NEUFCHATEAU?-BASTCGNE highway and thec 6th‘Cav-
alry Squadron was given a ionq from the left boundary of thcizéth
Division to CCA's right flank. Contact was madc by the 6th SQuadron
on both its flanks, Thec orgam.c 25th Cavalry Squadron wes given the
nission of rointaining contact between CCB and Reserve Command until
it wag pinched Jat; and tHen orotecting the main supply route of
CCB; vhich was cxpected to become the supply route for convoys into
B.STCGIIEs

licamwhilc, detailed plens were made for the link-up vith
the 10lst Airborne Divisi:n. (5ce .ppendix VI, No. 12,) They
arrcanged for closc coordination between any units of the 4th
.roored caking contact and the 101st Alrborne and alerted thesc
units to the possibility of cneny counterattacks after they had
succeséfully reached BSTCCGNE. JArcas and sectors of defense were
assizned, and rcsponsibility for the preperation of counucrattack

plans in scveral cdircctions was fixed, (See Sketeh No. 1h.)

26 Decerber 1944

CC. planncd to continuc their attack on the 26th along the

sarmc lines 25 on the 25the This involved slow progress, as the
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600 yawds north of HOLLAGE. .t 1400 Cocpany ‘;;.of the F5th stice
' Geeﬂﬁg:in ﬁaking hill 490. Immediately Company C‘af the 51lst fol=
laé%ﬁé%ﬁ,'and launched an attack ot 1425 with artillery support
agaggﬁt HOLL.NGE fram the gartheast. The town and 174 prisonérs
were finally takcn by 1730.

*hiizc the attack on HOLL./NGE was going on the lst Battali;n
of the 318th Infantry, attached to'CCA,’msved.north fron TINT.UIGE.
By 1000 they had advanced 600 yards, They progressed silowly as
they hed to clear‘aat the BOIS DE LELCH on their way. By 1245 thgy
were west of HONVILIE. .ided by dircct fire of Coﬁpany C of the
35th they assaulted the towm and captured it by 1710, CCA4 consoli-
dated along the line HOLL.HNGE--HONVILIE for the night. Both towns

had been battalion CP§ of the German 5th Paratroon Division and

both battalion conranders swcre capturcds Company B of the 5Slst
cane up from TLURELCH ~nd went into the line between Company i
of the 5lst and the 318th., Defensive fires were planncd for the
arca north of the 48th grid linec, Troop . of the 25tﬁ Cavalry
contimued to screen both flanks of the combat command during the
cday. The 2d platoon scrcened TURE.LCH, the 3d nlatoon screcned
frop HOLL.I'GE to STR.INCH.I PS, and the lst platoon screcned
frorn STULINCH.IPS to BOD.IGE, wherce the Troop CP was cstablished,
| CC., nlanned to continuc the attack at 0800 on the 27th
foilawing generally the same plen, However, duc to the relcasc
of the campanics that had been held in reserve in " RIVCH, the

combat command comusander spccified a reserve thot cach attacking
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Reserve Command plamed to attack on tne 26th along the
aJu.s» REI;ICH /i P/GNE~CLOCHIIONT~SIBRET. Company C o>f the 53d irmored
Infantry and Company C of the 37th Tank Battalion (the nC" team)
were to occupy positiorfs on commanding ground west of RENICH.MP.GNE,
and support by fire the attack of Company B of the 53d and Company
B of the 37th (the "B" tecam) int> town and on to the next tawn;
CLOCHLONT, The i Companics of both battalions were,to form the
T'CSCIVC, g.radio chonnel had been provided on which the forces in
B,.STOGRE cculd 50 callcd, Ihc call was, "Tony, this is one of

Hughts boys, w36

presumably an effort at signel security.

The attack began vith an artillery barrage on RELICH.IP.GNE,
and the BOIS-DE~CCHET to the west of the tovm. The attack jumped
of f at 0930, and at 0955 the "C" téam was in position on the high
ground west of town. .rtillery conccntrated on the town and
Company C of the 37th Tank Battalion .fifed direct firc into it.

The "B" tcam assculted it and by 1055 had moved through the town

and scized the high ground to the north. (Séc? Sketch No, 15.)

The bridge in REMICH.)P.GHE was scized intacte The attack on

REL.ICH.]:F.GNE is rencmbercd by»thosc who participated in it as

one »f the best enordinated attacks they were ever able to ‘

launch., All supporting weopons, including air, played their

part.u+
licanwhile the %tlﬁ arnored Field ,rtillery Battalion and

Battcry C of the 177th Ficld ,rtillery Battalion displé.ced to

SURE, Late on thc 25th the 94th had rogistered one gun from cach
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called for ld volleys to fall on ASSENOIS from the 22d, 2534, and

7‘?@&1‘?‘161&‘ artillery Battalions as well as from its own guns and
the attached battery of the 177th., This included all the artil/lery
of the Division that was m’.thin range. At the edge of town the

"C" team tried to get the artillcfy-to 1lift, but a short round

had struck ncar the i=ton of the forvnrd obscrver and hc was in-
jured, alert observation pL.ne lifted the firo,‘u" but one _
half-track had becen hit, and a good decal of confusion was creat.ed.%
A8 a result therc was a BOO-yard'break in the column, and the enecmy
recovered from their shock rapidly cnough to throw @cllcr mines in
the road in front of the column following the break. These knocked
aut a half-track, but Capt Dvight, S-3 -af the 37th, got out of his
tank and, with the aid of, uninjured members of the helf-track, re-

moved the mines, The column rolled on and passed by the woods ‘

north of [ SSENOIS, spraying them with machine gun firc. The cnemy
were so surpriscd thcy fa'ilcd to fire their bazookas on the lead'ing
tanks, tut they knocked out scveral of thc following half-tracks.

Lt Boggdss , commanding Company C of the 37th, ;—_md riding the lead
tank, contacted thé B..STOGNE défonders at 1645, The onchy persisted
in attempting to cut the road in the woods north of ASSENOIS and
Company . of the 53d moved in on foot at midnight and faught for
three hours to clear out the edge of the woods, This allowed a
convoy of 50 24=ton trucks and ambulances to get through to the
bcsicged town during the night.38 Reserve Command started to move

their cammand zost into EB.STOGNE.
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befarce continuing and in order to do this the corridor into 3/STOGIE '

had: to be defended and widened, This was to be the next mission of
the Division, and for this purpose C‘C;. of the 9th .rmored Division ’ ¢
émparcd ta latinch an attack on the left of the 4th ".rmored; to

which J.t wes now attached, Thc Lth ;rmored prepared to widen t}he
corridor to include the main . RLON=-B/STCGIE hlghway. The Germans

. had other idcas, . .
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- the B.STOGNE defenders. CCji closed in the vicinity of LONGLIER
dm"i.ng the night of the 26th after a marc-b oi‘ 55 miles, and prepared
t5 attack at 0800 on the 27th alongside of the 4th jrmored. By this
sancuver the combé.t command was withdrawn fram action in sne scctor; ,
moved over 50 miles, and committed in another sector within the
space of 24 hours, a rcnarkable demdnstra.tlion of the strategic

mobility of armor,

27 December 194l

it the bezinning of this phasc the 4th ;rmored Division
was Gisposcd with combat commands abreast ccheloned to ﬁhe right
rear in order, .Ros'fervc Commanc, CCB, CC.. Rescrve Comrand had
just made contact with the 10lst sirborne Divisione The Division's .
forward clements were generally along the line: [SSENOIS-HON:PRE-
HOLLANGE~-HONVILLEs CCA of the 4th srmored resumed the attack at

0800 on the 27th against elements of the German 14th Parachute

Regiment of the 5th Parctroop Division. (Sec Sketch No, 16,)

The 1lst Battalion of the 318t1~; Infontry, attached to CCi, attacked
northwards fram HONVILLE in its zone east of the .55‘ north=-south

grid line, with its first objective LIV.RCHIIPS. Company C of

the 35th Tark Battalion supported them, The 51st [rmored Infantry
Brttalion attacked northwarcs from the positions they last held

with two cémpamiés abreast against S.INIEZ and the woods to the weste

Onc company of this battalion was to support the initial attack by
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H:&waaaw. maamoSOQ to oow. and mcnvoﬂdoa by opaomb% 4 of the 8th
Tank Battalion,cleared HOLPRE, entered the 30IS D'Hiz¥ to the east
of the 10th, and penetrated the voods Ly 2200, where they went into
a defensive vomwawob for the nig :«.m |

Rescerve Carnand had the mission of widening the corridor
that it had alrcady estallished into the city of BASTOGNE. The
cormand posts of mmmaw<m Cammand, 37th Tank Battalion, 534 mﬁwoﬁmw
Infontry Battalion, and 94th Jmmored Ficld »wawwmnw Battalion were
omdmwwwmsma in the city 5y 1200, The armored infantry patrolled the
woods northeast of ,\SSENCIS during wso day while tanks patrolled-the
oowmm<HHHaTbmwmzomw roac. Thic 94th smsw into position east of
B..STCGNE du mpbnonn the 101st >wﬁwuw:m.

To the left of Reserve Command, CCAL of the 9th Armored
Division launched a strong mdnmn:. emo Combat Comrand was organized
into three principal task forces; TF Collins, ucwww around the 60th
;rmored Infantry Battalion, and commanded by Lt Col Kenncth W, Col-
lins; TF Karsteter, the 19th Tank Bettalion (reinforced), commanded
5y Lt Col Burton ij. Karsteter; and TF Brownfield, commanded by
Lt Col 4. R. Brownficld, and having as its nuclcus the 8llth
Tank Destroyer Battalion. The o&u@wmwo organization of CCA is
shown in Organizational Chart iloe 5. Field Order No,. 5, issucd
md.owoo on the 27th, wﬁomowwwoa.mb attack at 0800 in a aowmmm of

tasit forces, TF .Collins lcadinz, (Sec .ppendix VI, No, 15,)

CCi was greatly assisted in preparing for this attack Ly the







v&g%@-hearted cooperation of the staff and personnel of the 4th
&@ered Division in such important matters as briefing commanders
on the enemy amd friendlyy situat;on, supplying the necessary naps,
and furnishing all types ’of logistical support including enormous
-quantities of gasoline and atmnun:;ttion.

CCA of the 9th Armored launched its attack at ’0800. Troop
¢ of the 39th Reconnajssance Squadron crossed the LD af. 0715 and
moved to the northeast until they contacted the enemy near SIBR.ET,

‘ TF Collins follpwed the troop‘ and passed' through them near SIBRET.
After that Troop C screened the left flank of CCA while Troop B
screened the righf, flank.

ith little opposition, TF Collins cleared SIERET and took
same 4O prisoners. Interrogation of the prisoners reveaied that

they were from elements of the rear guard units of the 5th Para-

troop Division and the 26th Volksgrenadicr Division,which were
withdrawing'to ST. YUHERTs (See Sketch No. 17.)

SIBRET having been cleared, T.F Collins directed its efforts
to the capture of the lightly defeAnded vil‘lages of JODENVILIE and
FLOHAL.ONT to the west and northwest of SIERET. Here some 60 Germans
from the previously mentioned units were captured along with quant-
ities of ammunition and equi::menﬁ.

Orders from CCA changed the direction of attack for TF
Collins from the west to the east to capture the high ground north
of SIFRET. This mission was aqcomplished just prior to darkness

so the defenses for the night were established. Company C of the
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60th Armored Infantry was assigned the responsibility of patrolling

SIBHET. Company A of the same baftalion occupied positions on the
high ground just taken, ROadblocks werc set up on all roads leading
into the area. % : | i _

Lcanwhiie, TF Karsteter, which had been following TF Collins
initially, passed by SIBRET on the south along the main highway,
and attacked VILLEROUX. This plaéed both task forces abreast in
the liné with their fronts facing.gcnnraily to the north. CCA
held TF Brownfield in rescrve, moving it to VAUX-LES-ROSIERES
during the day. Company A of tho 2 kedical Battalion established
the clearing station supporting CCA initially in NEUFCHATEAU. ‘hile
hore thc town was bombed and strafcd by'enééy aircraft causing many
'casualties, especially among men of the 28th Infantry Division and
the civilian populace of the tovm. Latcr in the day the clcaring
station moved by infiltration to LONGLIER. The station remained
herc through 3 January l9A5; and during th;t period treated many
casualties from the 4th and 1lth Armarcd Divisions and the 10lst
Aifbarne Division, as well as fram CCA of the 9th Armored.

AS a rcsu;t of the operations .of its four combat commands

‘during the 27th, the 4th Armored Division had succceded in widening

the front on thich it had contact with'thé garrison of the city.
Truck convoys were started into the city and 652 wouﬁded were
ovaéUated. The enemy attcmpted to block this traffic with artil-
lery fire, but werc unsuccessful, The pressurc mainteined by.thc‘

Division prevented the cneny from regrouping to counterattack.




28 pecember 1944

The mission of the division for thc 28th of Dccember was tho
same as on the 27th. CCA of tho 4th irmored planned to attack vdth
the samo two battalions akreast as on the 27th, In addition the
1st Battalion of 318th was to take IUTﬁEBOIS, a town which was to
develop into the focal point of German cfforts to cut the ARION-
BASTCEE nighway, anc.l which boccame the scene of some of the fiercesb
fights of the war, The 35th Tank Battalion also planned to send o
tank force around to the left of the 5lst Armored Infantry on a
reconnaiséance in force. (Sec Appendix VI, No. l4i.)

The 51st jumped off at 0800 ﬁith Band C Companies abreast,
Company 4 rcmaining in SAINIEZ. (Sce Skoich No. 18.) Initially
resi: cance was light, but at 1115 Company B mct considcrable
-~sistance at the CHATE.U LOSANGE, reputed to have been a German
+ simcntal CP. Tanks of Company B of the 35th Tan.: Battalion
brought direct fire on the chatcau and it was taken. The lcading
comoaniés continued tho advance o the norin cdgc.of ire woods
wac . they were held up by firc from hill 530 to tkc north, lean=-
whilc at 1600 Company A of thc 5lst moved up from SATNIEZ, detrucked
from their carricrs 400 yards south of CHATBAU LOSNGE, and moved
cast through the woods to the cdge of woods facing LUTREBOIS, wﬁcro

thcy halted for the night. .5 1710 they uwed in with Company B on

their loft,

The lst Battalion of :he 318cth Infantry was unablc to attack
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on the.Zth. This battalion, whose combat clements were at 40%

strength whon they joined CCA, had now only 90 riflemen for its

riflc companics, They were hit by German artillery in their
asscmbly arca Just priqr to the scheduled time of attack, and
were unzble to advance.

At 1500 word was received that the lncw boundary bctween the ‘
35th Divisioh and the 4th imored, which was located only 800 yards
cast of the main highway, was in cffcct, (Shown on Sketch No. 16.)
A4t 1700 the 3d Battalion of thc 134th Infantry of the 35th Division
rclicved the 1st Battalion olf the 318th, and this cxhausted unit
rcturncd to its own division, the 80th, Pla.;xs werc made in coordina-
‘tion with the 134th to repel an oxpocted counterattacks '

The units of CCB consolidated their positions and therc were
fow changes in dispositions, other than pushing out outposts. During
" the day the 8th Tank Battalion rcccived seven of the now MALA3 medium
“tanizse All units were informed that thesc new tanks rescmbled the
dexan tanks from the front. In thc Rescrve Command zonc the> 534
srmored Infantry cleared the woods north of ASSENOIS, into which
thc.cnc'my had . infiltratcd, Contact wes cstablished with CCA of the
9th ,rmarcd Division and CCB on the flanks, On division order,
Reserve Command CP moved cut of R.STOGHE, closing in REVICHALPAGNE
"at 1.630.1* '1“hc Divi:sion CP moved up to BODJNGE and the Division
artillery Firce Dircction Center to REIOIVILIE. |

In the scctor of CC., of the 9th srmored, Company C, 19th

Tank Battalion, attachod to TF Collins, attacked the woods north




ous patrollinge. TF Brownfield maintained a comstant roving patrol
on the NEUFCHATEAU~BASTOGNE highway.

During this day the 4th irmored Division made very slight
advances. ‘Jord was received that corps cxpocted a large scalcv
Geman counterattack of a divisiom or more troops, and General

Gaffey and his staff made plans to countoract this evc:nﬁ.ua.l:i.t.y.5

Anong the mecasures taken to meet this threat was the firing of a
TOT concentration by all artillery units with the Division on
expcected cnemy assembly arcasand avenues of approache. These con-
centrations were fired at 0500 a(nd 0700 daily, and lat}er inve;stiga-

tion of the target arcas attested their cffectiveness.

29 Deccmber 1944

Cn the ‘29th, advances werce made on both flanks of the
coerridory CCL. of the 4th armored attacked in conjunction with
the 23 Battalion of the 134th Infantry's attiock on LUTREBOLS.

Tl;lO atack jumpéd of f at 0800 and almost imidiatzly ren into
resictance on hill 530 and in RELMOIFOSSE. Company B of the 35th/
Tank Battalion overran hill-~530 and placcddirect fire on‘thc
houscs of RE OIFUSSE, which the infantry clonred by 1045 During
this action the 5lst was slowed by an cnemy sclf-propcllcd gun
firing from the vicinity of LUTREBOISe .t 1130 contact was made

with the outposts of the 10lst and with the 10th .Jrmorcd Infantry
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- m loft. ‘(Seo Skoteh Mo, 18.) The command then consolidat.ed'

paiktions sn a liso about 800 yards from the highway and facing to
tho cast. Rosorves were formed and h’old ready for use as tho 35th
pivisian's atbsck on LUTREBOIS had uncovercd sbx:ong rogistance in’
the wooda be the northoust of #at, Lown,

CGB and Rescrve d were mot in contact with the cnemy

during tho dag. Tho 8th Tank Battalion of CCB movad o wntact
6Ci The 2d Battalion of the 31Bth was rclioved from CCB and
Jeft tho Division's matrol. Roserve Command grouped its units
in thc res of ASSENOiS and the towns to tho gouth, (See Sketch
No. 'f = by worc proparing for the cxpected German attack.
Durii;, “he night B.STOGNE and the surrounding arca\werc _bsmbgd
five t.1es by the Germens. Ono man in 'ihe 94th Fi'e_ic'; ;’xzméry
wes i1 i andéquipmons in sevoral units vias é.a‘maged. |

7 Lac sector of OCL of the 9th srnoced the enemy attacked
an y-_'é.;:-r)sb_ L1 ﬁarth,af VILLZOUX with a 7 -rce cstimated as an
infonwrr company. The outpost, which was mamed by Company B,
19t ik ;*z.ti‘;ali.;f: , roied vith a ail o high--oxplosive and
mact. . _an fire, Lilli:. cproximetly 10 ~f Lo cpemy and
decisavely rcs iding the thrus_;s .8

later 5+ the day. with TF Kerstete: and °F Collins
abrc L, CC. laun 0t 2 coordinated aito.cic 50 §0148 SENCNCHJ-.I-IPS
and MEATICGNE, roaccctircly, axd to ~loar e wos and eacure
the railriad betwvcan these towns, The a\taclf was precccded by

h]
fighter-bamber sopport rd en crtiliory prozarstlon on suspected
- ) ~N

\
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6ai§;g§nared Infantry Battalion, led the attack of TF Karsteter
on MNCH;LMPS fram the high ground to the s:;;lthcast of the town,
while Campany B, 19th Tank, supported the attack with direct fire
fram positions on the high ground some 1500 yards south of the
town, Thc town was cntered at 1630, but duc to heavy ant‘itan.k‘

and artillery fire fram the high ground to the north', the troops

~

| werc forced to withdraw to their original position along the high

ground just south of the town,

Company C, 60th .rmared Infantry, lead the attack of TF
Collins on CAENOGWE. '7ith little fighting the woods szuth of
town wic votéred and cleared of all cencry. This intermediate
objecetive having been taken, Company- A of the 60th, supported by
Company G of the 19th, vesscd /thr:)u_gh to attack the town of
CHENCGME, clearing it by 1900 hours.

“lhen darkness come ’this force, r¢licved by a platoon of
Compeiy R, 89th Reconnsissance Sque.dron, withdrew to the positions
oleTu1) SRS THY ior bo the attack, later, at 2320 hours, the one
plat:;o:x ¢f veconneissaice troops was forcoeo Lo viithdraw to the
high g.~cuan bscuth f town by an undetcemincd number of encmy
infantry and tenks. Ncar midnight the position a2long the high_
ground was probed by a platoon of cnemy infantry ‘and two tanks.

Duriag the carly morning of the 29th, Genceral iiddleton,
the VIII Corps commander, had gonc into B.STOGNE through the arce

of CC.. of the 9th armored to make arrangcmcnts with the 10lst
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he Division relative to future sperationse VIII Corps was

2

048 built back up to effcctive strength at this time, and was

~to t ake over direction of the battle in the BASTCGNE area. CCA
of the 9th .rmored was to come under VIII Corps control af, 0600-
30 December, the following days. The 4th .-',rmbred Division would
remain under III Corps with the mission of holding the corridor

apen in their sector.

30-31 December 194k -

On the 30th the Germans launched their expected counter=
attack, Its strength was cstimated at a panzer division, clemcnts

of two volksgrenadicr divisions, and rempnants of the Sth Parachute

Division, The attack came from the -cast and rcached LUTREBOLS.

The Bd‘Battalion of the 134th gave warning and CCi of the 4th
amored was clerteds The cnemy pushed through LUTREBOIS and
startnd infiltrating through the woods in an cffort to cut off

the moin highway south of RELOTFOSSE. (Scc Sketch No. 19.) 4
little axciscment Jasued at the 5lst Battalion CP as the eneny
startel aoving cowr “he slope toward the CH.LTEU LOS.NGE. Head-
quartcrs pc'::'sanriel 21d tvo tanks from Company .. of the 35th drove the
cnemy “ack, It was nccessary to mop up the woods west of LUTREBOIS
through whicli the cttack hr_;d come, and two companies of the 5lst
were detailed for this ja!ﬁ. .t 1020 a liaison plane rcported twenty
to twenty-five cnemy tanks mowving from LUTRE.Z;’J\IGE northwest toward

LUTREBOIS.] This report was delivered to the 35th Tank Battalion
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by tho liaison plane dropping a marked map directly on the deck

of smc of the tanks.6 Company B of thc 35th took them under sur-
prisc fire as théy emerged from LUTREBOIS and destroyed 11 out of
13 thot appearcds By 1430 the cquntcrattack wﬁs broken and lineé
were consolidated with the 134the The 5lst was unable to clean
out the woads c¢ntirely in two swccps‘through then during the day,
and cfforts were continually made during the next two days to
clininate the small.Gcnn;n pocket west of LUTREBOIS., The p;cket
was not cntirely liquidated until the first of the ﬁew year. The
Lth ,reored Division's artillery played an outstanding partvin @he
repulsc of this German attack, in which the cnemy lost 55 tanks,lo
The 35th Division, of coursc, Lore the main brunt of the attacke
The Gernans clung to the LUTREBOIS pocket for another week dt a
terrible cost to thc;.zs'clvos. ’ | : ‘
Durirg this attack ond the day following, CCB was alert to A
Cassist CC. if needod. .. caxipany cacii of the 3th and 10th took over
positions vacated by CC. when they had to shift south to clear out

the woads. Rescerve Comacnd was alerted, and assembled the 37th

Tank B-ttalion in CEAULOLT, proparabory to thcir commitment in an

craicrgencys - This was not necessarye.

On the 30th an cncny cbtack in the cstimated strength of a
brigadc developed on CC.. of the 9th's left flark with an apparcent
mission of cutting the NEUFCH..TE.U=B.STCGNE road. (Scc Skctch Wo, 17.)
Approxinately one battalion of infantry supportéd by a company of

tanks attacked the positi»n of TF Collins hoth from the front and
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the £jank. Company A, 60th Armored Infantry, and Cmnpany.C;, 19th .

vanic-Battalion, were forced from their position on the high ground
south of CHEKOGNE, f aliing» back to the séuthwesta Just prior to
“he attack, Company C of the 60th occupied the re‘sefve position of
TF Qoliins just narth of SIBRGT, The remnants of Company C, 19th
Tank Battalion, and a platoon of Company B, 8llth Tank Destroyers,
:oned Lack to strengthen the reserve positioh. The enemy ‘thrusb
struct the reserve positicn and was wvepulsed with heavy losses,
From p:risoners cap.tured: the enemy forces iere identified as parts

of the "5:h Prazer Grenadier Division, the 26th Volksgrenadier

Divisi. . an. sie Zemer Brigade.u The seriousness. of this enexﬁy
threat o> the left flank of CCi pronpted the Combat Commander to
move h'c ressrve, TF Brownfield, to the vicinity of JODEIVILLS

to str*..c-_:tﬁe,.. nis threatered flank and prevcnﬁ an <rmored penetra-
tion by tue < 2my at tbié point. Foritunately the llth Armored
sivisi .: wes roncucting at atbtack ab the saw time to the north-~
cast tw ougl -ODENVILIE. This wes o great threat to the flank of
che ericy Lioost an’ aidel 04 by caverag t'v cneny to yrithdraw to
vhe hron grocod gus sov.” - of CHEMCGL™. perw.iting the recrgoniza-
tion c. CC4t. -line. “Mtr the pressur: -{f, "7 Brornfield was writa-
dravm v ".’_ts criginii resarve position in the vicluity of VAUX-~LES-

N0SIELF e c 31s. vas speat in comsolidatizg a.d preparing for

(€]

1 New Vearis Loy obsicka
The actiors on the last Lo aays, the 30th and 3lst ol

December, tell the svory of the ilast fuspurie c¢fforts of the
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of§§§§B=ARLON-BASTCGNE highway, the west shoulder of the corridor,
waslfinally stopped less than 800 yards from its goal.by CCA of the
Lth Armored; aided particularly effectively by artillery support.
Their attack to cut the NEUFCHATE; -BASTCGNE highway, the cast |
shouldef of the corridor, was halted by CCi of thc 9th irmored
north of SIEBRET, also not far from its objective. These .actions

show that armor does possess strong defensive capabilities,

1~3 January 1945

During the remainder of this phase, the Lth jrmored Division
remained in substantially the same positiosns that it occupied at
" the end of the year. CC.. and CCB received iﬁtermittent artillery
and rocket fire as the® cnemy held on tenaciously to their positions,
On the first of the year a new troop list was published transferring
the 53d imored Infantry Battalion and the 94th .rmored Field Artil-
lery Bettalion to CCA. The 53d moved to S.INLEZ to act as reserve
for CC... On the 2d the Divislon was attached to VIII Corps, vhich
took over direction of opcrations in the B.STGNE arca. On the 3d
a now troop list was placed in effcet, The 8th Tank and 10th Armored
Infentry Battalions were attached to CC.. without changing their posi-
tions, ziving CC. responsibility for the entire defensive front facing

cast., CC. now had two-thirds of the Division's combat units, including

two tonk, two armored infantry, and two artillery babtaliﬁns. CCB picked

up the 37th Tonk Battalion frosi Reserve Command and . the 53d Armored
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ﬁw r from CCA, and a.sse.mbled at FAUVILLERS under VIIT Corpa’
comc}; aé a Corps rescrve, Reserve Command was left witﬁ ‘a hand-
ful of small units. (See Sketch No. 19.) |

On New Year's Day; CCA of the 9th irmored launched its
final atback to seize its objective, the line of the SHONCHARS-
CHENOGND railroed; it the same timc the 13th idmored attacked on
cCi's left. TF Collins prepared to launch its attack from its posi-
tion on the: high ground just na_rt.h of SnBPJ:. ° | A hasty recoanaissance
made prior to the attack faiied 1o locate exact cnemy positions in
the zoru of -dvance. The attack was precceed by a 30-uinute pre-
arran.cd ar:’'lery barrage fired by the 3d @ored Pisld /rtillery

Battaiion foilowed by 15 minutes of fire byf;_-supporting weapons.

. Campay 4, 6Cih Ammored Infantry, with o platoon of machine guns

attacr.cd, 1l.¢ the sttack. ;ll other units of the TF, except Com-
pany G, €0t jrmored Infantry, and the 3d Plauoon of Cumpany A,

9th irvored E-gineers, which constituted thro reserve s followed
clasei;f. Due to the vastness of the woads,.v it was decided

early to atvech an additional plutoon ~f arred infentry to

the lcaling :uilpary .n order to wide: “he -ﬂmuﬁ_ of “he attack.
ithin some five o1 six hours after th. ztrack began the weods

had beea flushed and TF Collins was cigging ia ou the osbjective,

The woods were lightly defendec by snall groups of well dug'-bi.n er.cmy
without much ar‘ti.".lery support, I:iartar's werc used to covaer rou’ics

of approecn, but their fire was not obscrved, idachine guns wers

wmployod with ac apparcat plan of fiie, 1In the forest two abandonca

AT -




88&;& guns,and five other antitank positions were found., Fresh
taﬁﬁ tracks indicated the withdrawal of armor from the woods.

TF Kerstetcr remained in its position just north of
VILLEROUX until thc attack of TF Collins rcached the north edge
of tho forosts .t 1455 they attacked to retake the town of BENCN-
CH:LiPS. Company 4 of the 19th Tank Battalion and Company B of the
60th .rmored Infantry entered the town at 1600, but the enemy still
had the town under direct antitank fire from thc_high ground to
the north, and made the town untcnable for tanks;A Company B of the

60th was so depleted that they werc unable to ncutralize the enemy

antitank wcapons, .dditional infantry was requested but nctreccived

as thecre waé none available. The tanks and infantry were withdrawn
from the town at 1650 ond 2ll troops ordered to dig-in where they
wcré at thet timec, Heavy cnemy action continucd; necessitating

the withdrawal of all troops of TF Xarsteter to their original
position prior to the attacks, In addition to the oppositién

being offered by the encmy the move was decned advisﬁble in order
to facilitatc artillery support for tho attack being_planned by

the llth armored Division, CC. of they9th /rmorced, and the 10lst
asirbornc Division for the next doy.

It wes in this day's action that thc first prisoners ;thcr
than German were taken. The morale of the cnemy was very low,
Equipment, consisting arimerily of the hand-carried type, was
plohtiful, but supply transportetion was almost totally abscnt,

and rations consisted of food that could only have been locﬁlly'




]

procured,  Prisoners stated-thoy had becn Iiving off the country

fbg?the past five days.

1ith the attack of TF Karsteter om the right and the 11th
Lrmored Divisianvon the left not progress;ng as planned, TF Collins
was well forward in a positioﬁ with cxposéd flanks and insufficient
troops to protect them, CC.. attached Troops B and C, 8%th Recon~-
naissance Squadron, to TF Collins to maintain contack with flank
units. Prisoners of war rcporﬁs during the night 1-2 January in-
dicated thatithc cnemy plannéd to withdraw to the north of SENON-
CH.1:PS that night. The accuracy of these rcports was borne out
by the information rcported by CCQ'S night patrols, and was provcn
whén the coordinated attacks were launched on 2 January.

_ Cn the morning of 2 January Troops B and C of the 89th

attaclied and élcarcd the small woods north of the railroad. Opposi-

tion here was very light, consisting only of stragglers. 'hen the
woods were cleared, thc Troops $ccupicd a position along the north- .
ern edge until the latc aftcrnoon, when they were withdrawn and

reverted to control of CC...

Lieanwnile, TF Karstcter launched an attack on SENONCH.1:PS,

capturing and clearing it in 27 minutes, Prisoncrs.stated that the
town hed been evecucted during the night 1-2 January. TF Karsteter
pushed on to the north 2s Zor as the KARCHB—BASTCGNE road, where
they occupicd a positian. Little cnemy action occured in this

arca throughout the remainder of the day and night of 2 Januarye

During the day clcments of the 1lth irmored Division on the
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of CCi made contact with elements of the 10lst Airborne
Divi@fan north and east of SENONCHAIPS and est.abiished a front line
weliifarWard of the line held by CCi, 9th Armored Division, The
17th irbornc Division relieved CCA of the 9ﬁh Arﬁorcd Division on
the afternoon of 3 Januery, and after asscmbling at ITRY, CCA
marched to LECHENSE, Fronce, near SED:N, to rejoin the 9th Armored
Division, which was at this time atﬁached to Fiftcenth Army and in
SH./EF reserva, . ’

The activities of the 4th Armored Division in the BASTOGNE
area subsequent to the 3d of January werc mostly concerned with
protecting the routes iato B,.ST(GNE., On the 1llth of January they
participated in an attack northcastwards out of B.STCGNE abreast of

the 10lst .irborne Division, but werc withdrawn thc same day, and

moved into Third frmy reserve in the vicinity of LUXEI'BOURG City. ‘
During thc rhase since the 26th of December the 4Lth /rmored
Division and CC4i of the Gth Armored'Divisi;n had successfully pushcd
their attacks to the outskirts of B.STCGNE on the fronts of four
combét comnands, 4 large part of thesc attacks were through woods,
whecre the nced for infantry in the armored division was made very
apparcnt. CC, of the 9th grm;rcd found that a combat ?ammand vith
anly onc infantry battalion was too weak in infantry for combat in
woods, They were also impressed with the advantoges of fighting
in tonk-infantry tcams, particularly in clcaring towns. Both the
Ath arnored and CCJ, of the 9th irmored were forced on the defensive

during this period, and demonstrated the defensive capabilitics of
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N a.ln%& the same time'formed. a combat command as reserve for the
Corps. The casc with which this regrouping and change of front
was accamplished is. an cxample of the é.dv;.ntagé.oi_xs fle\xibility»af

. /
the combat command system of organizations -
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SULMARY AND CONCLUSIOQNS

The outstanding characteristic demonstrated in the employ-

ment of armor at BASTOGNE is the strategic mobility of ammor., On
the 18th of December the 4th srmored Division was located .near
CUTTING, France. In a little over 24 hours the bulk of the
divisi;n was assembled near ARLON, having covered an average
distance of 160 miles, On the 17th of December, GCB of the
_lOth Armored Division moved 45 miles from RELLING, France, to
the vicinity of IUXELIBOURG CITY, and on the following day movedl
into BiSTCGNE. On the night of the 26th of December CCA of the
9th Armmored Division made a move of 55 miles from the vicinity
of CHRISTNACH, Luxembourg, to an assembly area southwest of
SIBRET, ‘and_followed the move with an attack toward BASTOGHNE
‘on the 27th, Armor was concentrated from many diffcrent locali-
ties m the THTRD irmy's zone at the vital point of BASTCGME,
gnd this characteristic strategic mobility of armor was one of
the chief factors in the bold offensive counterstroke which
started the destruction of the German salient,

Several conclusions can be drawn from this operation
concerning the organiz‘atic-‘n and employment of the armored divi-
sion. The first of these is that the arm’ored division cannst
perform the infantry type mission of clearing 2 zone efficiently,
There is not enough infantry in the armored division to accom—

plish this type of mission, The 4th irmored Division wes given
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hle alacion and 25 & rosult thelr attack was sloved considerably. '

Inggg?effort to remedy this situation two additional battalions
of infantry were attached to the Division., This, coupled with
the type of mission assigned, caused the division to fight as an
infantry force supported by tanks. Unfortunately no sizable
infantry unit’ﬁas available to follow the armored division in a
rmopping~up role, and they were forced to clear the zone aé they
ad?anced. This is the type of operatian'that wauld always take
place if the universal type of division were adopted in the Army;
the armor would be held down to the infantry rate of advance, |
A single div&sion commander could not adequately control both

an armored spearhcad executing a deep penetration and the follow= -
up infantry behind, and couwmunication and artillery support pro-

blems would be extremely difficult to solve, The optimum cmploy-

ment is to have the armored division strike deep without a zone-
clearing responsibility, and have an infantry division fellow

it up and recduce the by-passed cnemy d;fense areas, The 4th
Armored was not able to use these tdctics because of the absence
of follow-up infantry. The only timc a real penetration was
executed was during the final assault of Reserve Command through
ASSENOIS to make contact with the BASTCGNE dcfcndcré, and while
this penetration contributed considerably to the opening of the
corridar, the Divisidn's mission of clearing a route for relief

supplies into BASTOGNE could not be accomplished until infantry

had cleared out the woods along4the route of penctration into
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the besieged city,

_ Tte 4th Armored Division was fortdnate in bé;ng employed
as ;‘unit? an advantage not enjoyed by the 9th and_loth Armo red
Divisions. At first CCB of the 4th jmmored was atbéched to VIII
Corps and was disposed scparatcly northeast of the Corps hcade

quarters. Corps also ordered a tank-infantry-artillery task’

~force to proceed into BiSTOGNE to aid the 10lst Airborne Divi-

sion. General Dager, the commander of CCB, was Qpposed to this
move as he felt}éCB was being frittered away in émall picces,
"hen thc Combat Command reverted to'Division‘control under III
Corps, thc Division was rcassembled as a uhitcd force, .This
was fortunate as the attack to reliéve B..STOGNE could hardly
have been axccuted by anything lcss thag the entire division,
CCB of the 10th ..rmored was not as fortuncte in this respect.
They folt the nood for additional armor in BASTOGHE, and at one
thnc,. Coloncl Roberts requested an additional combat commande .
The rost of the Division was ticd down on the southern part of
THIRD .rmy!s scctor, and could not bc brought into the BASTOGNE
picture. . Ais a result it wes vory difficult to hold CCB of the
10th togcther, and portibné of it wcre dravm into scparate
isolated actions instcad of being cmployed decisively as a
unit. Every cffort should be made to cmnloy armor in mass,

The floxibility of thc armored division's combat command
typc of orgenization was well demoastroted in the 4th Armored

Division after thery hoed completed their break-through into the




B4BECMNL perimeter, . scrious German counterattack tiireatencd the '

coliand from the cast. The Division, which had been attacking
north, was‘t-ww roquired to fac§ to the cast and occupy defensive
positions. This dofonse was effocted by transferring a tank and
ah am;orad infantry battalion to CCa from CCB in order to give
60 sole vosponsibility for the soctpr, This réqiired orly a
minor shift in tho dispositions of th__ése battalions. CCB vas \
to orgonize a toom in Corps roserve, and this !wa.s accompliish-
od by attaching to it tho battalions of Reserve Cormend, vhich
was then out of c¢ontact, Hed the orgonization been fixed, it
would have been necessary to carry out an cxchange of units by
cxccuting a relief of the battailons formerly with CCB while
they wore in contact with thoe cnomy. | ot the same time the
formstion of ba.la,ncéd tonk-infantry teoms was well demonstratcd ‘
in CCB of the 10th ,rmored Division at BASTCGNEe The flexibility
of armorts organization contributed materially to its mobility. 4

Reserve Cormand of the 4bh ,rmored Division was cmploycd
twice in the short period of six days. 4t one time it canter-
attacked an cnemy threat to the Division's flank and two dags
loter it jumped off on the opposite flank of the Division in a
deeisive attack to wnaintein the initiative for the Division and
reach thc Division objective. The reserve comaand of the
armored division must be osrgonized znd tirained to fight j.ust
as much as thc two combat commands, and in must cxpect to be

camnitted vhencver the fighting is heavy.
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2 adVantage > and were superlor to the regular tank unlts in thls

resyecr,. They were stlll emplaycd in sma.l unlts s bowem.r, in=

i
stead of 1n mass. Tank um.ts 1n the future should be glven morc

t.ra1 nlng -in thls mcthact of i‘lghtlng enemj} ténks s but 51nce the

tmk dcstrovcrs could ‘nover be cmploycd .m mass as orlcfmally

c:mcclved there 1s no necessn.ty fur tho:.r separaue orgamzatlon S
o . : :
“in non—dz.v:.swnal um.’c,s. _ ,.'ha.t ;s nceded J.s tank unlts approprlatoly

u_:- 'x' -

3 equlpped thqt know how t9 flght lJ.ke ’oank dcstroyers..




units.in the BAiSTCGNE operation justify the post-uar changes in

ii; ation and doctrine, which have increased the firepower of
the éavalry units and emphasized their sccurity type of missions.

artillery played a very important part in the armored oSpera=-

tions ncar B.STCGNE, and armor cannot operate effectively without
artillory support. ‘hen Tcam Dcsobry attempted to attack north out
of HOVILLE on the 19th, they found that while their artillefy could
fire close defensive fires from their positions just east of BASTOGNE,
they were tao far back to reach cut any further. As a result the
German artillery was free to shell the troop concentrations and
assembly arcas without fear of counterbattery interference, and
this fire effectively disrupted the attack bteforc it was launched.
On the other hand artillery support for the 4th /Armored Division
was plentiful, At the peak of the attack, Seven artillery battalions
were cither attached to or reinforcing the thrce battalions of
division artillery. In fact, III Corps fired on average of 25,000
rauhds of aftillery per day cduring this attack., Some of the

artillery battalions attached to the 4th irmored were towed,

aend arnored artillerymen must, thcerefore, have the !tnowlcdge and

troining nccessary tq be able to control and properly‘@nploy all
types of artillery. The orzonic artillery of.thc division will
never be sufficient for o full scale attack, and as denonstrated
in this historical action additional artillery support from Corps
will be tﬁe'rulc rather than the cxception.

By the time the sicge of 3,.STCGIUE was lifted the airbornc




infaptry and thc ameorced units which fought there had, for the “.

masgrpart, formulated a much higher opinion of onc another. Un-
fortunztely this was not the casc at thne outset of the struggle, and
even as late as this writing therc still smolders in some a bite-
terness which time and understanding have not erased. Alrcady
it has been mentioned that ill-feeling flared up to provoke
profanity on the withdrawal from NOVILLE. The paratroopers

and even the closely associated aﬁmorcd infontry immedizately
accusced the tankers of "letting them down" when tank drivers
could not be found. .ictually, it was proved that every quali-
ficd driver was killed, wounded, or driving elsewhgre. At
LLARVIE an infantry commander cursed Tcam O'Hara for withdrawing
aut-éunned and, thereforc, ineffective light tanks from their

supporting role., Twenty minutcs later the medium tanks of this

teanm fell on the flanks of the Germaq armor lurcd into the trap
Ey the retreating 15s and annihilated them.

It is more difficult to find evidence of ill-feeling among
the tankers for the infantry. However this is hardly "a feather |
in their cap", as it was undeniable that the exposed armored
clements literally thirsted for infantry support ond were prone
to welcone thcvncwly arrived peratroops with open ams,

There was the intimation that the commanders, General
l.e,uliffe and Coloncl Roberts, expericaced some disagrecment in
the carly stages of the attachrment of CCB to the iOlst srbornc,

Later their differcnecs were ironed out as cach began to apprecinte
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the true efforts of the other, until finally we found closc

liafson and cooperation dominating the scenes

Needless to say these aren't the only instances of this
xind that occurred during the war, nor has cooperative hnderf
standing between ground arms been yet complctely cstablished,
It should not, an must not, take days of combined operations
for components to understand and appreciate the capabilities
and limitations of other camponcnts, Futurc operations won't
allow time for such ‘snacclimatization. It is the duty of all
ams-to go intovbattle clearly acquainted with activities of
those clcmchts with which they are apt_t: fight; particularly
infantry, artillcry, and armor. e are ~ccomplishing much in
this rcspect With the peacc time cxchange of officcrs between
branch and scrvicé schools; but much can be donc by individual
broadening of vicwpoint to minimize this unive?sal deterrent
to the efficicncy of the team of combined arms,

Jir power proved 2 big stick in the BA.STCGNE picturc,
48 the Génman Hich C.mmand had pleancd it, the first wcek of
the ,RDENNES offensive was characterized by weather that
grounded the powerful US Air'Farccs.> “hen the skies cleared
at dawn of Dccembcr 23d, oboth sidés took to the air t$ support
their cause, Needless to say, the .merican .dir Forces soon
demonstratcd their camélcto superiority, with 250 sortics'daily
in the BLSTOGWE arca btetween the 23d and 26th of December,

On 19 December Caeptain Jomes E. Parker of the Ninth iir
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. Foree arrived at 2.STOGNE as air contraoller for the trosps there,

Inﬁﬁially he had trouble locating ahigh frequency radio with which
to contact the planes, but one was finally located on ; peep of
CCB of the 10th Amored Division, For five days Parkéf waited
for thc weather to clear. z

The 23d was a hey-day for the fightcrs, Thelénow was a
great aid; vchiclés stood out in contrast and ihe teil-tale tracks
leading into the forests assured the pilots that targets were hidden
thercin, -The fir gorcsts burstAinto flames from the incendiaries,
and soon there was a ring of burning woodland coméletely cnc;rcling
B.STOGNE. ‘German antiaircraft didn't firc on this first day. Pcr-;
haps it was unprcpared, or maybe it sought Lo cover ub the position
of the guns. 'hatever thc cause of ihis reticence, their method
soon changed, for after thc 23d heavy flak was encountered over
the entire front.

Throughout the reriod of clear weather the Air Force
continued the pounding with skill and fﬁry. Captain Parker
worked diligently and well Circeting the planes to the priority
targets. ' Each town around B,STOGNE was hit 'at least once, and
some, such as NOVILLE, as many as cight times, On the 2Lth a very
sucecssful mission was flown in support of CC., 4th armored Division,
at TINT.NGE, in addition to the alrcady mcntioned strike on German
armor moving out of MbRHET.

The‘intefdependence of ground arms anc tactical air was

clcarly cvident in this campaign. .fter the arrival of the
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ngepkal umbrella" that Gencral Eiscnhower had promised the saviors

of BﬁQTCGNE, the task of the'tanker, doughboy, and artilleryman

was greatly simplificd. Hostile daylight bombardment and shelling
became negligible, 'fith the long range eyes of aerial rcconnaissance
ground commanders could watch the cencmy build-up, movements, and
supply cfforts to gauge the proper proportions of their limited tro&§
strengths in thfeatened scctors, Throughout the cnemy felt the
paralyzing cffoct of the "verticel cnvelopment,' The pilots relied
on the ground obscrver. to determine the priority of targets, to
guide them to camouflaged installations, ond to mark the friendly
lines,

It bccomcs,cSmplotcly cvident that in modern warfarc close
céardination agd cooperation of the air forces with ground troops
in carrying out tacticeal boubardment bcésmes of cver increasing
significancc to commanders of both arms.

The cfficienéy of earmored opcration increcascd shafply
with the arrival of the clear cold weather after the 23d, This
was due in some measurc to the cfforts of the .ir Forces and the
resultant decrcasc of obscrved artillery fire; the most signifi-
cant factor, however, was the hardening of tho ground surface
which permitted cross-country mobility. Hitler's initial
armored thrusts over sccmingly untankable terrein had achicved
a tremendous degree of surprisc, and should not bc lightly dis-
tisscd, Novortholoss, it is undeniably a fact that tho tank

colunns operatec for the most part on or very ncar the roads.
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drainage was ideal, North of NOVILLE clements

of the 24 Panzer Division did succeced in grouping about a company

of Panthers, but this was the cxception rather than thé_rule. On
both sides. it was found that overland employment of quor was
restricted t> individual or small groups of vchicles, Even then:
§h§2rcgchcrous ground causcd bog-downg, Scveral instances have
been mentioned; Captainvﬁicrsan's attempt to throw tanks against
the southern portion of M;GERETS Colonel O'Hara!s loss south of
"I.RDIN, and otherse ‘

The clecaring weather with the cold and snow brought new

problais to the tankers, but none that were unsurmountable, There

was somc Gifficulty with slipping tracks on the icc and snowe It

was most troublesome on the hills, roads, and in the villages whcre ‘

continuec traffic caused zlternating slush end ice, The vehicles
of the 10th ;rmareerivisisn arrived in the B..STCGHE arca cquipped
with rubber tracks, The 4th ,mor.d Division had stcel tracks

and experienced the most troublc, .n improvised method of ime-
proving the traction was obtained by removing cvery fifth block

of the rubber track and rcpicocing it with a stcel block to ﬁhich
o mognesium lug had been wc lded, The stce} trﬁcks were modified
by welcing t%e lug direcply to cvery fifth track block., Varicd
coacnts were abtainqd in fcgard to thc offcctiveness of this

altcration, There were cloims that the lugs simply broke off

ond quickly lost their purpose. The conscensus, however, was




-the deeisive battle,

theg this adaptation groatly Increased the moverent of ammor.

+  Gamouflage became difficult against the new fallen snow,
The Germans were quick to adapt themselves to this change, and

on the fifst day after the first snowfall blossomed out with white
comoufloge suits and whitcwashed tanks. The troops in B.STCGNE

-~ .\

were cble to improvisc with rcquisitions on civil%én storecs of

vhitc paint and shcets, and to‘a'degrccladaptcd themsclves like

chancleonsto their background, The fast mavingﬁﬂth frmored
Division's tanks and men did not have the oppoftunity to take
these ricasures and arrived in B/STOGNE decked out in-0.D. TWnile

"
it hardly scems pertincnt to add contingency camouflege materials

- to T0's and E's or basic loads, it would be wisc for unit supply

of ficers to be cognizagt o>f thc possibility of its cmployrment,
and give the natter ample consideration in their advance pleonning.

Stepping back fron thesc tactical and technical conclusions;
and survcyigg the whole pan§rama of armored operstions at BASTCGNE, _ :
we can perceive the truc strategic lesson here demonstrated. Fron
all parts of the front, armorcd units c;nvorged on B.STCGNE and,
in the space of a few days, completely reversed the balance of
combat power in favor of the ;llies. This is thc mcaning $f the
strategie mobility of armors in the future we may nicet a foe
wha »utpumbers us in tnc theatré of opcrations; but with a first-

class armored force we nced ncver be outnumbered nor outfought in

[

- 190 =




£l
\
s
"

AFF

EMDICES

oy

R .tr-'n;-._.-'.fm::@:,f?




US AflY ORDER OF BATTLE

L

~

/\.




AFPEMNDIX I

ORDER _OF BAITIE

W Y o Sectiva T
& 16 Dec L4

FIR!ST ALY
VIII Corns

Infantry Division

Savalry Group .ttached

Infentry Division (less 112d Inf Regt)

amored Division (less CCB - .ittach to V Corps.
Infantry Division '

.Scction II
19 Dec LiL

[ ] T
III'Corps , _ XL ?arps
Lth lrmd Div , , 5th Inf Div
b6t rmd Div | _ 90th Inf Div
26th Inf Div ‘ 95th Inf Div
30th Inf Div

XII}Corps Army'Rcs:rve

35th Inf Div L2d Inf Div
387th Inf div

Scetion IIT
22 Dec Lh
THIRD .2NY

Corps 3 VIII %arps

lrmd Div 9th .rmd Div
1f Div (less CCB)
Inf Div 26th. Inf Div (less
‘ 112d Inf Regt)
10ist ,bn Diwv

{ i
XII Corps | ¥X Corps
10th | rmd Div | ‘ " éth .rmd Div
Lth Inf Div 90th Inf Div
5th Div ‘ 95tk Inf Div
35th 1 Uiv Aray Roservas
L2d &nf Div
§7th Inf Div

ii




Section IV

31 Dee L4 .
z
THIRD ARMY
l , 1
IIT Corps VIII Corps
| [
Lth ,ramd Div 9th Airmad Div (lecss CCB)
Sth wund Div 11th ;rmd Div
26th Inf Div 28th Inf Div (less ll2d
35th Inf Div . Inf 2cgt)
101lst sbn Div
| ]
AII Corps XA Corps
Lth Inf Diw 10th .rmd Div
5th Inf Div 90th Inf Div
80th Inf Div 95th Inf Div
;.}@i
iii




Section V

Troop List ‘
Units operating with the 4th jrmored Division durins the period
of this regort.

a. Units orzanic tc the Lth ,macrcd Division.
(The numbers shown below in parcntiacses identify units
that are listcd in orders only by number,)

(8) 8th Tank Battalion
kajor .lbin F. Irzyk, CO

(10) 10th ,rmored Infantry Zattalion
lajor Harold Cohen, CO

(22) 224 srmored Field irtillery 3attalion (105-mm ijow)
Lt Col .rthur C. Pcterson, CO

(24) 2L4Lth ,rrored Engincer Battalicn
Lt Col Louis E. itoth, CO

(25) 25th Lechanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
Lt C21 Leslic L. Goodall, CO

{(35) 35th Tank Battelion
- Lt Col Delk .. Oden, CO

(37) 37th Tank Battalion
_ Lt Col Creighton 7, lbrars, GO
(L6) 4btn Lmored " odical Sattalion

- Lt Col Robert E. [ :illard, CO

(51) 51st .rmucred Inf.ntry Zattalion
Lajor Dan €. .lanis, CO : .

{53) 53d .rmuored Infantry Battalion _
Lt Col Georie L. Jacoucs, CC -

(66) 66th rmorcd Ficld .rtillery Rattalion (105-mm How)
- Lt Col Neil M, "failace,,CO

(94) 9Lth .rmored Ficla _riillery Sattalion (105-mm How)
Lt Col obert @i, Poiriccr, Jr,, CO

A26) 126th rmorcd Ordnance haintenance Battalion
Lt Col Richard pe Failer

iv
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(1h4) Lhth jresred Signal Campany
Capt Lucicn E. Tresclair, CO

b. Units attachned to the 4th srmorcd Division
(1) Nommal attachnmcnts

(L89) 4L89tn .ntiaircraft ,rtillery .utomatic Weapons Bettalicn
(3P) Lt ol allen I...kurphy, CO

(704 ) 704th Tank Destroycr Battalion
Lt Col Jamcs "I. Biawell

(3) attached during the poriod of this report

(3) Company C, 3d Cherical hortar Battoalion (4.2 inch)

(16) Platoon of the 1l5th Ficld Mospital
(177) 177th Ficld jrtillery Battalisn (léﬁ-mm How)
(1€8) 186th Engincer Comitat Battalion
(253) 253d ,rmorcd Ficld .rtillery Battalion (105-mm How)
(274) 27Lth ,rmiored Ficld .rtillery Battalion (L05-mm How)
(318) 318th Infantry Re ALm:Dt (luss 3d), 30th Infantry Division

(444) Li4th Quartcrmaster Truck Compeany

(776) 775th Fisld .rtillery Jottolion (155-mm How)
(995) 995th Trcadwey Sridic Jonuny
(3304 ) 380Lth Quartcrizster Truck Comnnay -

c. Univs assvciobed witl “he 4th m.ored Division during the
neriod of this ro oot

(6) 6t Cevairs Groun (on ioft of Lih ,omored Division)
ol Idward I, Fickott

PR

cnce Squadron (part of

(6) 6th i.cchonized Coavellr: e
ceocred Divieion).

6th Covalry Group ~a

s oA

Lt 221 Samucl icl.

(L78) l7u 1 Incinecr Co.inf Soirent (nuclous of Task Force y
Lion, orotocting IiD Jovs lnft flanic),

v
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(249) 2h9th'Engineor Combat Battalion (attachcd to 26th
Infantry Division on right flank of the 4th Armored Division)

(420) 402d Ficld .rtillery Group (rcinforcing the fires of the
Lth ;mored Division artillery)

(559) 559th Field .rtillcry Battalion (155-mm gun)(part of 402d
" Ficld ,rtillery Group) ‘ -

(561) 561lst Ficld /rtillery ZPattalion (155-mm gun) (part of
402¢ Field .rtillcry Group)

(57¢) 578th Ficld .rtillery Battalion (8-inch How)(mert of 402d
Ficld .rtillery Group)

Section VI

N

: /
Troop list of units opereting with the 10lst .irborne
Division during tiic period of this rcport.

a. Unlts orcanic to the lOlst .irborne Division

501st Parachutce Infantry Regiment
Lt Ccl Julian H. BEwell, CO

502d Perachiute Infontir Rogiment /
Lt Col 3teve . Choppuis, CO

506th Porachutc Infontry Resicent

0ol Iobert F. Sink, CO

lst & 2d Bn, 327th CGlider Infontry dcogiment
lst Bn, Lt Col [lartford F. Salcm, CO°
2d Bn, Lt Col 2wy L, Innon, CO
3 v H 2

lst Bn, 4Olst Gliccr Infontrr Rogiacnt-
Lt Col R~y C. .llen, CO

321st Glider Ficld _rtillory RBattalion _
Lt Col Zdwerd L. Carmichocl, CO

907th Glider Ficld .rtillery Bottalion
Lt Ccol Clarcace F. Molson, CO

377th Porochute Field .rtillery Battalion
Lt Col Harrry ., Elkins, CO



L63d Paraciiute ricld .rtillery Battelion

Lt Col Jchn T. Cooper, Jr., co

8lst ,irbornc .ntiaircraft Battalion
. Lt Col X. Ba Cox., CO

326th ;irborne Ensinecr Battalion
Lt Col Hugh 1. llazley, CO

L426th ,irborne Quartermastcr Battalion
Cept George . Horn, CO

10lst Jirbornc Signal Compony
Capt "’illiem J. Johnson, CO

801lst Ordnence Haintcnahco Battalion
Copt gohn J. Pattersen, CO

326th airborne i: dlc 1 Company
Linjor “illiam E. S=rficld, CO

bhe Units attached to the 10lst .irhornc Division

705th Tanls Destroyor Battalion
755th rleld [rtillery Battelicn
969th Ficld .rtillsry Battalion
Comueny C, Gth rmored Zngincer Brttolion
Combat Commaiad B, 10th rnored Divisinn
2 R, 4th ‘nmiored Division

Fa PP i
Conat

c. Orgonic ond ~tteciod uniis of tic 10th Jnidred Division

Combet Commnnd Cowiconder - Coloncl "Alliam L. Roberts

Units undcer tiw

Corvaonder in ©
Hendguarter
3d Tank 3ot
Comiany. C
sLth ,rmored Infon

nct cormend of the Combet Commond

sn (less Coapaay C)

nk P"ub 1ion _
trr Battalion (loss Cwapenics L & C)

20th .rrmcrced Inf-ntry B“ut 1ion (less C ampwnj C)
Cornony O, 509tk Tank Destroayer 3eottaliun (lces
plotoons vith tcams)
Fi
.

~m

D .

5 aud icadgunrtors Conpany
"

~

'.—l
2 '—J
ci
) I»—_]
g.)

.

G~
Z
CND 1

420th ., roored t

Battory 3, 796Lh .ntirireraft Datto
Trzop D, G0th Lcc cniz ‘ fecnansicssance
Squedroa (less plot




)

Tea:r Ciierry

Lt Col Henry' T. Cherry, CO (also CO of 3d Tk Bn)
3d Tank Battalion (less Company B 2nd 2d Platoon,
Company D) CO Company .; Lt Edward P. Hyduke
20th /rmored Infantry Battalion
CO Company C; Capt illiam F. Ryversony Lt BE-rl
B. Gilligzan
3d Platoon, (Coi.pany C, 55th ‘.mors,d Engincer Battalion
Onc Flatoon, Company C, 609th TenK Destroyer 3attaliosn
2d Platoon, Troop D, 90\,n bechanized Cavalry Reconnas-
sance Squadron

Teori Desobrer

Yajor "Alliam R. Desobry, CO (also CO of 20th AIB.
Iiajor Charles L. Haustecad assumed comwand after
Lajor Desobry was woundpd)

20th [aored Infontry Battolion (less Compenics 4 &C)
Headquarters Compeny; Cept Gordon Geiger;y Lt
Buzene ‘Todd Company 3; Copt Omar ii. Billctt

Company B, 3d Tani Battalion .

One Flatoon Company Cj- 609th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

One Platoon Company D, 3d Tank Battalion

One pPlatoon Company C, 55th Lrmored Enzincer Battolion

One r?latson’ Troop D, 90th ilechanized Covalry Recon-
naissancc Squadron

Tcarn Ol'Hora

Lt €31 James O'Hara, CO (2ls»> CO of the 54th [IB)

S-2, Coit Zdward ... Carrisc :

51+tn armered Infontry Bottelion (less Companics 4 &C)
CO Compan:- 3, Lt Jshn Devercaux

Somipany C, 21st Tonir Sattalion

Onc Platoon Cm_/n.nj C, 55th rmorcd Znginccr Battalion

‘One Platoon Cuupony D, 3d Tank Battalion (light tanks)
CO Lt Sherwoad Do Tfishort

Gnc Pletosn Trion D, 90th (et
sance Squ cron

rorce Chrrlic 16

I, . .
wonized Crvalry Reconnals—
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:7-31 Doc L9ik

5th Penzoer .rmy

15th Penzer Grenadier Division
26th Volksgrenadicr Division
3d Penzcr Grenadier Division
Panzer ILchr Division
Fuehrer Begleit Bri; -Qde
6th Panzzr Ay

1st 33 Panzer Corps

lst 83 Fenzer Division

Tth Aray
53¢ Infantr: Corps

5th Uorochute Divisicn

3 Jan 1945

d Jonscr Srensdicr Divisicn
tli Fonzer Grendccicr Division
th Volissgrenadicr Division
Fucihrer Beomicit Erisade
cnner Lenr Division

DD
U\

.

A e

534 Infrntry Vo;,s'
5th Poracnute Dlvisicn

9th VDlKS;?Lﬂﬂul’r Division
JCArer oroal < 1
fuchrer 2 ~dicr 3rigade

xii




Section VIIT
15 Jan 1944

5th Panzer

L7th Panzer Corps 58th Pnnzcr Corns
5th Penzer Grenadicr Div .
th Volksgrenadicr Division 1l16th Panzer Division
d Panzer Division

Panzer Lehr Division

Fuchrer Begleit Rrigoade

.
L
26
2

6th Ponzer Amy

33 Panzcr Corps

onzer Division
nzcr Divisizn

7th my

53a Infontry Corps

5l Porachiute Division
gth Volkszrenadicr Division
79t Voliisgrenadicer Division




APPLNDIX ICZ

GERIAN ORD.R OF BATTLE

The folloviing order of battle docs not include nll the
rces thnt were involved in the RDIITES Offcensive. The
ved below ~ro thosc thnt were dircctly involved in the
this report locnted on the flanks, or in rescrve wiicre
thcy could be used to influcnce tiac ~ctione. 4 Group B wes in
cowacnd of 5th, 6th, ond 7th ,rmies during this opcration,

Sccticn I
19 Dece 1944
5th Ponzer amy

47tn Panzer Corps

25th Volksgrenndicr Division
15th Ponzor-Gronadier Division
9th Ponzer Divisiocn
Ponzer Lehr Divieion !
Scevion IT
21 Dce L/h,h
5tn Prnzer oy
L7tk Prnzcr Corps 58th Ponzmer Corps

25th V:l-:grcnadicr Division 116th
¢r Gronndier Divislion
e "

ILchy Division

Frnzer Divisicn

5th Ponzer ooy

Lk dany
L7th Foazor orgs ‘ 56th Ponzer Corps
26th Volkszrenadicr Division 560th Volksgrenndicr Div
2d  Ponzor Division 116th Prnzoer Divisiosn
15th Prnzer Grencdicr Division
Priizopr Lehr Divisinn
Sth Ponzor Jriy
24 8§ Prnzer Corus
Zd ds ql.uvi _)...
7th .oy
5th Frreociube Division
X
A



Section IV ‘ ‘ ‘
25 Dec 1944

5th Panzcr .roy

47th Panzer Corps 58th Ponzer Corns
26th Volksgrenadior Div 560th Volksgrenadicr Div
15th Poenzer Division '
2d Panzor Division
Panzor Lehr Div
6th Ponzer rmy

24d SS Ponzer Corps

2d 8S Fenzcr Division
7th iy

5th Pnrocihute Division
Fuchrcr Grenadicr Brigode

Scetion V : ‘
26 Dec 1544

Sth Panzer [y

L7th Poanzer Corpe 58th Ponzcr Corns:
26th Volksgrenndicr Div 560tn Volkszrepndier
2¢  Ponzcr Divisicn Division

15t Sriazer Divisicon
Sonzer Lear Division

28 83 rong.or Corss

2d 35 Panzer Division

ol
'_Jp



scetion

£

Tyjcs >f Units

Peazer Grenadicr Rezloent - - - ~iotorized infontry regiment in 2
' Prnzer Division,
trlions instend of tic usucl tihrce.

G““nadicr

Invar

egiaent = = - - = - - Reguler infontry roglient, Therc

Janzer Lenr [egloacnt=- - -

VoL Sal’""l"

(%)

&

anzer Divi

Gicr Divisiosn -

isior - -

It is son

than the usuwl ir

It has wro bate

cwhat fore heavily armed

fentry regcisent,

~n

arc usually tircce to an iafantry

divisione-

~Tonk rogicent,
Division, It cons
tornk battalinsns,.

Y
L\-\/

-0
4

fantr-r

~icent,

Onc ser Fanzer

ists =f thrce

~-.r.ored Instructisn (3chisol)

division,

—ruchrer!s cscort brizade, . speci
unit formed Tron i
scrve o3 Hitlerts escort in the

ficl

< -t

-
b

_L».

picked nersonnel

ariisred dlv;s1:n carposed of

rembers of the Blite Corns of

tite
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Scetion X

The CGeren Corraand

Corv:ander in Chief of [ Group B
Genfldm iodel

Chicf of 3toff of . Group B
Gon Inf Krcbs

Comneonding Gencrel, Fifth Panzer 4Lmy
_ Gen Fy von liantcuffel

Comanding General, Sixth Panzer arny
Obstzrf of the “affen -- 83 Sepp Dietrich

Comizanding Genceral, Seventh aroy
Gen irt Brandenberger

Chief of Staff, Fifth Panzcr irmy
o
(=

Sixth Panzer jrmy
he “offen -~ SS Kreacnier

€
O
L
G
H
w
K ot
o)
o
Fs
-

Chicf of stoff, Scventh irny
Genmaj von Gersdorff

Coiwranding Ge
)
L

cneral, lst 55 Panzer Corps
Gruf of o)

h ’ﬂfm-m—SSWlﬁS

Coumoncing Gencral, II S8 Pznzscr Corps
Obgruf i tic “‘aficn —-.SS Bittrich

Coveonding Ccnerel, XLVII Ponzcr Corps
Gen Pz ovon Lustibuitz '

Coswinnding Ceneral, LiII Infantry Corps (zbv)
Gen Xev Graf Rzthlidreh

Comi.ancing Ceneral, LVIII Ponzer Corps

CowinnGing General, lst SS 'z Division
Ohcrf =f tie ~offen -- SS kiohnize

Cowr\hdlng Goneral, 2d 35 2z Division
~

z
Grigf of the mffen -- 38 Leonerding

Xv
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Concanaing General, 2¢ Penzcr Division
‘Genfin] von Lauchert

Caunanding General, 3d Panzer Grenedicr Division
Gonmej Denikert

Cosurnnding General, 5th Porachute Division
Genmaj Heilmann

Cosvannding Teneral, 9th SS Panzer Division
Obcrf of the “affen == 58 Stadler

Commanding Geincral, 12th SS Panzer Division
Oberf of the “’affen -- Xrass

Coninonding General, 1l5th Ponzer Grencdicr Division
Genlt Rodb '

Corswonding General, 26th Volks Grenodicr Divigion
Gennaj Kokett

Coneral, 79th Volks Grenadicr Division

Comrancing Goneral, Ponzer Lehr Division

Genlt Baverlein

Conracnding Geacral, Fuchrer Begleit Srigade
Genaj Rooer

Conuzancing fenoral, Fuchrer Grenadicr Brigade
QObst Xohlert

xvi
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PDIX ITII

—st

A P?Ph

Terrain and “‘eatiicr

The terrcin of the GDEIMES in Belgiwn is orimarily of
3 : Y

a defensive naturce. iiony rivers cut through the country, running

zcnerally northeast and southuwest. Thus, it is a country of nany

hills ond valleys, also running gencrnlly northeast and ssuthwest.

‘Thesc hills arc not wausually aigh, but arc s> close together that

thiey form cony little velleys whercin most of the touns end vil-
lages arc locateds liost of the roads 2lss Dollow thesc vealleys,
Along the streaus and rivers there are nany steep slopes and

Id
tortusus g£orzes. Tae nills cre made up primerily of steep bluffs

and slopes, forning ‘ridges between the rivers and stroams,
.S conpered with other scetions of Zurope, this area of

Belziun hrs o trenendaus amount of coniferous forest. This-is

cs ccially truc in the £T. "URERT arce viest of 3.STCGIE. In

irnodicte vicinity of 5.5TOGIT it is nct quitc so densc.

5
o
[

The entire arca is charocterized by nony sall pavches of w2od-

The ;ZU3S River is the lergest ond acst impﬁrtnnt in the
vestorn (RDIITIES, It flovs northword ssme fiftr ailes west of
3..5TCCIT. The QURTHE, .IBLZVE and LISSE Rivers cinpty into ﬁhc
MEUSE, clong with numor:ushcthcr sizcller rivers ond streoms,

&

sutheest, is tac lorzest end nmost

[0)]

Tic (085113 Riven to toe

irgortont river. It flows ssuth of BUSTOGNE ~baut forty miles,
{
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“The SUAZ, WILTZ, CLERT and OUR Rivers all rush southward. They

all empty into the (J0SELLT, along with numcrous other smaller ‘
rivers anc strcams.
/ The city of B.STOGNE is located on the ridge linc which
separates the 1 ZUSE ond I {OSZLLE tributerics, The "ILTZ River,
flowing into the [I0SELLT, has its head-waters cast of BLSTCGHE.
The OURTHE River, flovinz into the JTUSE, hos~it: head-waters
g;jncrplly west of B.STOZIE. The location of B.LSTCCNI on such a
ridge, walch runs gcno:;ally north and south, was a great ddvm—_
tage t> tiae L4th armiored Divieisn in its drive up from the south,

It peormitted them to attack zlong the ridge line

and ‘climinated
the nocessity of having to atiack acrsss a maze 2L cross-corridors,
It alss nede it more difficult for the German forces to defend,

”f‘he ARDEMNES has nany paved roads, the main nunbered

highways being considered very ~sod nilitary routes, The sccon- ‘

cary rzads con be uscd, but thery ore nrinarily very narrow and
vircing, cspecially in ~id near the reony sianll villages; Anost
2l) roads fallow che vgllc;s, csrccinlly the wein highuays.  The
host and most used highwerys converge at the koy centorsvof ropula~
tion which arc B,STCGEE, ST. VITH, LON3CH.U, ond LLARCHE.  BASTOGIE
has scveral zood higavars leoding in from nany directions, It
hrs an oxccllent prinory rood net to -1l of the minjor cities in
tac arca. |

The road nct was the important foctor whichh Ied to the

[
Y

titter contest for control -f ,STCOUE. Thac towm itself, with

xix




,

e

its incediate vicinityr ond crossroads, wes unconditionally neces-

sery for the rear area lines of commuanications snd supply. BAS-

TOGIE, cdue Lo its road net, had a cecisive meaning for the success

1

Fal

or failure of the Germon offcensive,

i
lleather

Womolly during the winter months the ireather in the
ARDENNES crea is cold ond snow fells quite frequently. The

ground remeins frozen cnd covercd writh snow for lonz poriods of

time. Often rain comcs down instsad of siow, swelling the rivers

\

and cousing the ezrth to become soggy. Stonding for vehicles is
very soft whon this occurs,
For weeks, prior to the German offensive, troops cll along

the front had been hoving bad weather, Snow, rain, fog, overcast
A P : :

skkies, cold-—~-=thcy had it 2ll, This condition continued during
most of the first weck of the German offcensive, It greatly re-

stricted thc usc of plancs and held oir activity to a minimum,

o

This restriction and the fog cut 2ll
\
to zero, This lock of obscrvation, cespcecially aerial, played o

yoes of obscrvation o2luost

. coLs L . c s
lorge zort in scrmibting the Goman attack to gein so much initiel

2

sur;risc. Our alr ims unablc to keep wateh on German troop con-

“rcather prevented ~ir support in any

centrations and overents, . T
strength during most o the first weck of the offcnsive. .

N\ 3_. .
Side Li-zhts on “enticr

Lt 0400 hours 22 Dccomber, vhen the Ath Jrriored Division
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launcned its attack south of B,STOGIE, it movid sut into o blind-—
ing anow storm. Tanks and infentry drove ihto the hazy confusi;n
and unlmovn to5 the north,

By 23 Decomber the weather changed to clcaé and cold, The

ground;frozc sdlid, giving firm stonding to vchicles, but numbing

tiie hands, feet, and spirits of the troops. The cold weather was
\

7/ .
hard on troops, but it clcarcd the skies and lct our air power

bock in action in full force czein., This was the first day our

~

Jr Foree had been able to operatc cffectively since the offon-
sivc becgan.
North of B.ATOGNE, where CCB, 1Oth rmored Division wns

engaged there was ndo snow on 19 ond 20 Decamber.  The snow begen

~

on 22 December and by 23 December hed snowed very hard nutting
a l4=inch snow blonket over the arca.

This arca is very opcn ond the mcin hishwer north of
. ’

B.STOGHNE to IOVILLE is above the level of the land sn cither
side in rost ploces.  Such ies the arven where CCB, 10th .rmored

Division, was cng-zede During their action in this area the
> NI = *
Y

veother was very foggye  The fo7 would risc and foll, somewhat

Gy
s onc would reisce and lower o wincdow shode, This action of the
fog is ercdited with being o deciding factor in CCB's ability to

>

hold thot arca on 19 Decomber, The Germans would form an attack
. {
under cover of the fog, ond =5 they would launéh it, ovar the
. . . /
open terrain, the foj would lift, lcaving the Gernan trnks at

the wcrey of our tonk crews, llany attacks durins the day werc




broken up in this panncr,

CCB wos ordered to rithdraw on 20 Deecambor,  True to forn,
tac fog scttlsd coun to cover tiuc withdrawrl. It was so thick
e h ot s c sp o . 2
that visibility was lirited to npbout 25 yords,

Decauncr 31, 1944: Cencral Patton in his cecount of the
action stated thcot on this dete the weather had become s bad,

snov and slect so hicavy, thot troctors could not be used in many

scetors to tow suns. Diamond-6 trucks had to be used,

NCTES ONM APPERMDIX III

chrcy frast Schrive, Coursc of Events of tlie Gernen
Offensive in tie JADTTIES, De 9
[

2

Major Jaies Be Duncan. Porscnal Interview,
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MAJOR GENER.L HUCGH Jo G.LFFEY
Comiianding Gencral, 4th Jrmored Division

ilojor Genersl Gaffey, 4th .rasrec Division Commandcf
during tac actian'studicd, vas born in Hartford, Conn, in 1895.

4 oreduate of the University of Pennsylvania, he entered
the ,rmr as a rescrve sccond licutcnant of Field A?tillcry in

1917, and was .romsted to first licutcnant in 1918,

25

R




Between tihc wars he was proaobod to ccj._:fvtaj_n in 1920, .
major in 1935, and licutecnant colonel in 1940. He graduated from .
The Field .rtillery School in 1923, and the Gencral Staff School
in 1936, He wes a mamber of the General Stoff Corps from 1940
through 1942, Prior to ‘Jorld “Jar II he wes fortunate in that he
served with two of the carly pionecrs in armor; Licutonant General
aniel Van Voorhis and lajor GeﬁeraL idna R, Chaffce, This associa-
tion and expericnce crystallized his views on criployment of amor,
' Shortly aftcr the cntry of the United States in Vorld War
II, he was promotcd to coloncl (February 1942), ond to brigadicr
gencral (Lusjust 1942).
He went overscas in comuand of Combat Command B of the
2d jriored ﬁivisian. He was with the forces that invaded French
lioroceo on 8 Hovenber 1942, Loter ho sérvcd bricfly as chief of ‘
staff o{ the II Corss under General George S, Patton, Jr. In
the spring of 1943 he was promoted to mejor general ong tosk
- corsend of the 2d Jrmorcd Divisicn which ho led in the Sicilian
campaizn, He again becamc chicef of staff to General Patton
when the latter took over the Third irmy. He stayed with Petton
during thc aarch across Francc.
General Patton placed him in comuand of the Fourtn Jumdred
Division for the break=tnrouzh to rclicve B.STOCNE. For that fcat
the Division was aiwerded the Distinguished Unit Badge. Concerning

this action the liow York Times said of Goenerel Gaffey, "=—cormander

of the 4th smored Division curing its spectacular cross-country

xxvi i
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Sffensive to the Rhine in "f22ld ar I ho7 o orootintion os oo '::u’_;h
'tankor! who belicved in audacious bull dog attack.®

liarch 1945 hec was given commanc 2f the XXIII Carpﬁ ’
later becoming the 1ilitary Governor of that por‘pion of Gernony
vihich latcr becanc the French Zone of Occupation,

In fugust 1945 he rcturned to the United States and be-
camc the Commandent of The Armored School at Fort Knox, Kentucky.
Just shortly bcfarc‘his untincly dcath in an a.j.rpla.nc crash on
16 Junc 1946 he waé ziven commond of Fort Knox,

In the course of his brilliantcarcer ne was awarded the
Distinguished Service i.edal, the Lezion of lierit vith Oak Ieaf
vCluster, the Silver Star, and tic 3roaze Ster with Oak Leaf
Clustcr., His Ruronean Theatcr Ribbon carricd cight battle stars,
His forcign decorations incluflcd the Legion of Honor and Cfoi_x ¢e
Jucrre with Pzl (F‘rcnch), and the Ordecr of thc_ Crovin with Palm
and Croix ce Guerre 1940 with Paln (Bclzion), and o decoration

fronm the Sultan- of ilorocco,

xxvii
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M..JOR GIIER.LL YERRZAT L. ZaUilS

JORLITEN » TS Y Laigeddaz2

Cornmancing Geacral, 6Ci, 4th imiored Division

tajor General Hervert L. Dorncst who cormancded Combat

Somsianc o of the 4th jrcooroed Divisiosa during its fight to ro-
lizve the garrison in B,STOOS ma

S5 vas born in Virginia on the
1lth of Decenber 1895,

General Torncst'!s long nilitary carcer began in the

Xxviii
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ISt Torid Tlar vt no was a privote i tic lst Soinler Sowadron

- of the Virginia National Guard. Barnest was honorably discharged .
from the National Guard on the 1l4th of .iugust 1917 and assumed a
civilian rolec as a 24 Lt, Cavalry, in the Orgenized Reserve Corps.
shortly thereafter he vacated this position and was taken into
the Amy as a regular in i9l9.

| In 1939 Eornest was graduated from the Command, and General
 Staff School. On tho 24th of Decenber 1941 he was promoted to the
rank of cclonel, AUS. 1943 saw him a brigadicr gencral, Ai‘tcr
Third Army became oporational in Augqst' of 1944, he was scrving
»on‘Gcncral Patton's staff as Tanlt Destroyer 'Brigado Conmander,

then Supreme Headquerters ordercd the Third Army to

shift its weight to the north in 'm attempt to stop the on-

rushing Geimans, Gener:l Earnest was sent to the 4th Armored f I

Division ond placed in comricnd of Combat Command A. In the action
around BASTOGNE it w1es not unusual for him to appcar at bat-
talion command posts in the carly morning hours to dj.scuss the
doy!s operations with the comncnders. Fe would then procced

to thce farwérd units and t1lk to thc men e.nd scec if the units.
were disposed as d;:;)ictcd on operation maps at Combat Command,

4ll details of an operation were ot his finger tips and he was
known among the commanders as a mcticulous plonner. “hea German
countcrattécks’wcre expected momentarily in the carly morning

hours, hc dananded that 21l members of the comand be up and

R1G
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bt Betf;e.li:n cauaenders vrere exnected to be on the front
line at 21l times - J.rcctmg th c;Lr operations. Pronotions and
uccamtmns weire am_rdcu by hia on 1;“\. spo'o;_ sinilarly, he was
never too busy to recoghize a job well donc. )
For his superior d.cnonstratlan of lecdership in the Lth
: “r~ wred Division he wes sm.ftca to the 90th Infmtry DlVlSan in

lieren =f 1945 ond there reccived his second star.- In n,ll thc

acticns of the 90th Division, Tarnest fought the Divisiép with

the tactics thot he know bost, armor. The *ttg.chud '\n_.or of the

Division was aliays put in support of the infc’;ntry roziacnts and

!

the DlvlSan was always knovm as a unit that moved nmore than the

o ’ J

prescribed infontry dist:-nccs. On onec asccasion the Division
fought wvithout »sne reginent cnd no reserve and scconplished .
its ndssion,.

During his distincuishced career in the [roy, General -
Tornest was awerded the DSL, SS, BSL: with two ook loaf clustc;s

r

His cuom ;l el nawlv\ e of ~rored toctics wos cdamonstrated in

\
the conner in which his units fousht, and the real characteristic
- hec posscssed was in the intangible sonctiiing he left with every

aan ne contected,



CCLOVEL M, L. ZOZERTS

"{1liar: Le (Kid) Roberts was born in Ohio Sestenmber 17,

1890,. it the cge of cighteen he was a:pointed &2 thc Unitcd

Stotes ililitery acedany, fraom “est Virgini-, iiarch 1, 1909, He

srocduated with the class of 1913 an? was 2prointed Seeond Licuton-

W

cact of Infontry on June 12, 1913,

foberts
ropidly rosc to

until 3epteiiber

scrved with distinction curing World Yar I ond

the rank of licutcnant coloncl, a ronk he held

30, 1919, On that datec he

reverted to nis

-

perniancnt ronc of coptein ond wms advanced to pernancnt najor
on July 1, 1920,

During the years botucen the tuwd groat wars, Gencral Roberts
scrved in siany varied assisnments. Grodusted frow thc”bumnénd and
Generel Staff Schoosl iﬁ 1926, he loter completed the Tonik School in
1931s He also ~ttonded the Ldvanced Course ot The Infantry School,

graduatidg in 1925, Throc oors wers spent as instructor of tank

tectics 2f The Infantry School; tarce years as cormancing officer
of 2 tonk battalion ot Ft Dovens, and twe and a.half years in
Loawoil as exucu+1vQ sfficer of the ls* Srigedes. In lQhO—hl, he
was Cxr.ondant of Cofets at the Citadel, under President Charles
P. Sucnerall,

.t the beginning §¢ Ehe vnf hé cﬁ@mandcd the 36th .umicred
Infontry fezinent. Froo there bie ndved to the Cocnand ond Generel

Staff Schsol, loter zoin: ts O Gordeon, Georpgia, “micre he first

L




Jjoined the 10th _rmorcc Divisione

Robert'!s first comrand, after joining the 10th jimored

Division, was Reserve Command. He had the additioncl duty of

Director »f Infontry treaining for the Divisi:n; Leter, he wvas
gi#on coixaend of Combatbt Comwand B, the anit hQYqu destined to
comzand in ths historic BUSTCGHE operation,

Time ond tinme azain during the BLSTOGME operation Colonel
R;borts oroved his ebility as a tank unit cosnwnder, his under-
stonding of men end his ability to cope with the situation, re-
zarcless of what that situation night be. Here we will =nly
point out a few of thosc iastances vhercin Colohel Roberts
denionstrated some of his basic traits of leadership and under-
standing.

Durinz the B.ASTOGNE > oratiaﬁ he was reluctant to have
nis Cuiiond attached to tie 10lst Jdrborac Division, fecling
that the Divisisn Commaonder Ji not xnow the principles nnd
vroper cethols of arcor cmployment well cnoush to eaploy it

bcst.advant:ge. . veteron toaker, he was particularly

|
cancerned. that armor be usc proporly, used to the maxioun cffect
an’ not wasbed, He stron~ly rcesistold the attenpts of infantry
craonters to use taniss as roniialocks,  He srorlied speeifically
t> zet his armor relecascd gquickiy, ~fter cach cngagenent, so
that therce would alvays be - maxiruc strength in Gonorel Mcsﬁlif-
's aobile reserve for thic coxt cmor cney. In the niddle of

icze ne published a nices prrined wonsrandun to the infantry

oxiil
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officers on the corrcct viey to usc tanks.l

Roberts! ability to gain and usc knowledgze of past cxperience
s Caconstrated in ais request to Gonercl kiddleton, that he be
allowed Lo pick up stragzlers and jut thaa into action. He had

witng§sed mass rctreat at CHATZAU-THIERRY in 1918. Hc rcealled

the vital factors of straz-lors and mass confusicn tha t existead,

~

and thus wantoed advenced aamthority of tdu Corps Commander to ta“c

Sy 2
v

©necessary action in putting stragglcrs back into the linc and

cut coufusion ts a minicun,

Good use wns madc of that authority. Thencver and vhere- .

A

cver stragglicers were spotted, smothicr it be individuals or units,
he pressed them into actisn to bolster his forces. That actign
resulted in odding sovercal units plus some 830 1nn1v*cu“l strag-
slors ©o his forces,

S doberts! ability to lnar an? understand his officers and
to cnticinate thicir rcocticons was deﬁanstratﬁf vhen, upon arrivel
in B,3TCCIT, he orlcred Lajor Jesobry to wmove his unit north of
the city of ICVILLE. "It will be a closc race
to zet tnere before the cnany," R “-ocr;s sald. "iou are ?oung and
oy tororrow idrning you will [robably become nervouse By aidmorning
the idea will probably conc “o you that it would e hetter to wiﬁh—
“raw froo NCVILLE. Thqn you bedin tainkin: thot, repember that I

told you it wrould be best not Lo withdraw until I order you to

Dessbry staye. at JOVILLE until orderced to vithdraw,
v

XxXiv
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One »ificer, who scrved under Doberts “urinz the BASTOGHE
operation, s;oke af hinn as 2 rugged, plein spoken, well liked
coapander,  j, connandcr, who was vory ncticulous as :o cdetails
and insisted that 21l orders be pleia and clear. Fis nwrledge
of armor, his constant insistencc that it bc used properly and
to the bcst anventege, peid huge dividends in the BASTOGNT
operation,

wfter the action arownd BISTOGIE, Roberts wes promoted
to Bri-edicr CGenceral ond ossiznsc os assistant Division Coumancer
of the 4th jmiored Divisisn., lic anded the war in CZECHOSLOV..K s
rounding up Germions and contocting ouf lote 2llices, the Russians,
His last assiznment in Zuronc wes /ssisicnt Division Comronder,
9th Infantry Division,

Kid was marricd in 1920 to Ella [Aoir. Théy clan to live
in jrizona or Souticern Celifzrniz vheon hie retircs, secantine,
he is servinj anotlicr sverscas tour, as ~ visor to tic Dircctor
of Internzsticaal Sceurity, US .ilitzrr Governent in Korca.

CRobert, TAllion Le (035397) RJGe
(Col Comvionding CC3, 10th .rrisred Division

Poermaoncnt List Nonks

Cadet USlii 1liar 09
24 Lt, Inf 12 Jun 13
lst Lt, Inf 1 Jul 16
Ceoptein 15 oy 17
S5iinal Corrs 6 Sc,» 18 to 5 Dee 19
nojor L Jul 20
Lt Col 1 ,ug 35
C>locnel 1 aug 42
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coinsrery Noni:s

liajor, Inf 17 Jun 18 NA
It ¢ol | 2 iay 19 A
golonecl 26 Jun 41 U3
Brig Gen 5 Jen L5 4US

Dceorations

Silver Star liedal
Legion of Lcrit »
Bronze Star iledal (OCL)

Croix de Guerrc jucxy Polime (France)
1ilitary Cross (Czechoslovokia)

Order of iotherland (Russia)

HOTES ON APPEmIDIX IV

1

Colonel, S+ L. e :arshall, Rastosne, the

Days, Pe 109.

2:'~ .
-5 Ibid, pPe 14
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GINZRAL DER P/HZERTRUPCFLY E.;."SO ZCC.RD VOIi 1 JITUURFEL
Canencing General, Fifth Panzer irny

isanbcuffcel, the comnmanler of the Geriian Fifth Pangor
A in the Battle of the uulcc, was born at Potsdam Havel on
14 Jonuary 1879 and wes corirlssioned as o sceond licutenent
in 1916, He rcceived severzl decoratisns for ais acticns during
the first orld “Jare Beticen the wars he published scveral works
on :dlitary subjcets and hal jrogresscd Lo the grade of mejor by
1936. Betweea 1939 and 1943 he heid severcl coimands involving
the usc of both armor and infantry. He received soveral cecora-

tions curing this poeriosd and hat rcached the grade of brigedier

foved

gencral by lay 1943, Lentcuffol came to Hitler's cersonal aot-

toentiocin in lote 1943 as concondcer of the 7th Ponzer Division,
Thot avtunn the Rassiess copturcd JIDV ~nd nexded tovord Toland,
Lanteuffel improvisced o counterstroke wrearon from odd units,
wroke in benind the reor of tiic arvancing Russians, ejected
oo froc ZHITOIR JUICTIND by o~ nli bt attacl, and dreove on
'nvrth to reeopture XCRESTLN. By dividing his owcazer forces
intos 2 nwiber of suell rinsbilc ~rourss he erooted an Lixpression
oub of pooportisn to this shrenti, Eitler wes delishted and
invited lanteuffel to spend € ‘* ristwias vith hin. In corly 1944
'..¢t.wr < ~ve hin the Panzer gronadier ‘Diivisi:n "Gross Doutscliland!

-nd rroooted hin to najor gzencreals Later that year he wes Jusiped

to couiond of the Fifth JTonser rny ~nd oromoted to Liczuteonant




Gencral (Generol der Penzertrunpe), ot the age of 47, ‘

Profcssor Schramm (the German Historian) in The Prepars—

tions for the Germen Offensive in the RDEINES has this to say of
lianteuffcl, - a ninc adverse to petty details, o quick zrasp

of any situabtion, and an ability to meoke rapid decisions.—-He,

t20, spent smuch of his time with the troops (during the .RDENNES -
of fensive his staff car was shot to picces three times in suc-

cession)l"

Shulmen in Defeat in the llest describes him as "—a
lean, sad=-looking man whose long, thin face gave him the appear-

ance of a thoughtful pricst,"

Liddel-Hart in The Gernan Cenerals Talk states that al-
though the /DDENILS stroke wos Hitler's ovm idea, the little
success it had was cuc to lL.anteuffel who persuaded Hitler to ‘

sdopt his tocties, (in part snly).

The New York Times for 5 lay L946 rceords the surrencder
cf Lt Gen i.anteuffel, Comcancer of the Third Panzer ;rmj, to the
3ritish Sccond and US Ninth ,mies.

Liddel=Fart, who interviewed ilontcuffel after his
surrencer, rc3orts that "——1in a checrless com) deep in o reuote
countain valley, liantcuffcl retoined his scnse of huoor, to a
rererk concerning the dismnl ploce he repliec vith a srile, 'Oh,
it aight be worse. I cxpect we shall be spending next winter on
a barren islond, or clsc in o ship anchored in nid-itlontic'.”

aceording to the Historical Division of the Specicl
XIO
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Staff of the United 3%ates v, from wh 2 7osc =s 4o ossin=-

ments, promotions, decorations, and mublications contained in this

. sketeh was obtained, ianteurffel was wrong in his preciction and

has since December 1947 been living at DROCHTERSEH, Xreis 3tade

(24)
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Personality Sicctch
of

Colonel Ceneral Josef "Senn® Dictrich
Comaanding Generel, Sizith Panzer imy

Colonel General Josef “scpp® Dictrich, who cajoyed the
p:pularity of thc zcneral public (pr:oably bccausc hcy knew
little o oaut thc other 'cncr“ls), roso fron tecinicel sergeant to
aray Coumeanding General Guring thes of political uphcavals Vlth—v
in his cauntry.k This outstonding risc in silitery cornanc and
pozulerity with both military leaders cnd the public wes Juc
to the politicel develomicnts énd his own personal audacity;

1.

his relations with leading 1chonaliuios and his wrestrained S,
jovialipy. During Dictrich's tinc in the lower commanc cciielons

he nad plenty of time to <develsy his abilitics as o leader, how
éver, as coweander of the lst S5 Panzcr Division in its fizht for ;
20870V it wis necess~ry for ain to start leoning heavily upon

ais aossistants, Bcin; a favorite of the Fudhrop'and a nenber of
he Teff cn—-ou, it wes.oniy ncturel thot the neabers of the
“affen--83 werc anxicus t> push this fevorite of the Fuchrer's

‘to the top.  Thus, hc,bcc;ﬂc on Ly cornientiers, . Sane of his
Jceficiencies were reca;nizoi Dy thé irher comirans as wiell as

Dy Dictrich hinself ond fir this rosssn Bris ot Kracﬁcr wés

assizncd to the Sixth Ao as Qis chicf of staff. It vas to

.“:caor that he relied conllctely in sintters fertaining to

aigher comnond functions, | I s-ite of his cdeficicacics he

R
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convinued to onjoy nis aoclsy rarties with Lleaty of cdrinks snd ‘

3

also cnjoyed the devotion of his compcnions. Althaugh the Fuchrer
knevr of no cheoage, 3es" had lost uis cntlusiesn £or solfen
sacrifice anc now first thought of himsclf nd his foriily. e
alsu hall lost hié cepacity to inspire his division with the usual
-

aount of enthusiasm that fomerly had cmanated from him,  The
bluntness and straisht-forwardaess of Dictrich, his corrade-like
ways.and he fact ﬁhat he could accasionnlly, at the risht tine,
cut i a zood word to the highor conmand nede idn very posular
.with trhe other ;cncréls.

Qn 13 Iiay 1945, Dictrich was casburcd by the United

States Jamy. He stood trial ot D.CH.AU and in July of 1946

wes sentonced to life inoprisonccat, #2llowin the trial, he

was sont ©o L.JDSRLRG rrison wierce it is rerorted thot he is in '

charye of thc vegetadle ~arions,
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- Pcrsonolity Skcten

of . o -
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-

General der Panzertruppen HClnrlCh Freiherr von Lucttwitz o
Cowizancding General, Forty Scventh Panzer Corps -
}

During the time of the grozt Geron offensive in the [

[IDIUNES, Generla der Panzertruppen von Luettwitz served as

the Comiending General of the XLVII Panzer erps_wﬁich played
phc fajor cneny role.  The XLVII Panzer Coris had aﬁxone of its
objcctivcs the city of B/STOGNE, but as pointed out in this
report Iucttultz, after much fizhting and heavy losses never

was avle to teokc this abjcctivq. v -

Biogra hical Data:

orn.on 6 Deccrber 1896 at Krompach, Bez Brealau

..ssiznizents

8-26=3% Cosusnnding Officcr, Reconnaissance Bn
) . 9=3=39  Hosiitolized after being wounded (O

. 5=21-41 Fuchrer ?escrvc

© 6-29-L1 Rc:iucental Cormonder, Rifle Resiment 59 (Ru531u)
5-1-42  Cowrs nrur, Rifle Brizede 20 5
10-1=42 ctin: Coi.. an-vr, 20th Penger Division
12-1-42 Coryrandcr, 20th Panzer Division
10-1-42 Fuchrer R2cescrve L
2=1=Uly 'Cammanucr, 274 Panzer Division , -

- © 9=5=Ll,  Acting Coisinnder, XLVII Panzer Corps

11-1-44 Comvencer, ALVII Panzer Corns
Proiotions

12-1-14 Second Licutenant
- 5=1-25 First Licutcenant
3-1-31 Castein
10-1-35 innjor
3~1-39  Licutcnont Cslonel
o 10-1-42 Coloncl
12-1-42 Briga.icr Gonerel
6"‘1-[;.3 N 7 or Genernl
11-1-44 Licutcnoat General (General dor Ptnzcrtru**cn)
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1915

1917
! 1917
3=2-4,0
8~7-41
12-25-41
5=27-42
8-31-42

9-3-44

Decorations

Iron Cross 24 Cless

Irzn Cross lst Class

Jound Badge, Bleck

wound Bodge, Silver

Tonk assault Badge

German Cross in ¢old

Kniznt's Cross of the Iron Cross

wound Badze, Gold

Knizht's Cross of thwe Iron Cross vith Ozk
ZovVes

/

x1iii
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APPENDIX V
Statistics*
Coiaparison of Personnel Casuzlties

Received and Inflicted by
the Lth Armored Division

U.S. ' German

Date Killed “Jounded lissing
Dec 44 O HBi T 0O H. T 0 Ha« T

iilled iJounded Prisoners

22 S e e mem-

23 3 U, 17 6 86 92 2 21 23 443 - ==« - 118
24 O 34 3, 8137145 1 2 3 195 40 540
25 2 8 10 1 55 5 0 1 1 146 L56 743
26 1 24 25 3 68 7. 0 2 2 300 570 1103
27 2 19 21 3 81 8, 0 4 4 128 340 680
28 - 0 19 19 4 31 35 0 4L 4 16 67 Ll
29 1 6 7 1 44 45 O 1 1 30 120 27
30 1 28 29 4 64 68 1 4L 5 120 150 32
31 O 10 10 1 28 29 0 3 3 == =« ----
Jan '45
1 A
2= - - - - - Division= - =not= - -actively- - -engaged - = = -
3 ‘ ,
90% 0% INoy
#*Three day report of leserve Caunand for 27 = 29
December, not included, in previous reports for those
dates, ' '
TOTAL 10 162 172 31 594 625 4 42 46 W68 1753 3337

*Source: (larke, Combat History of the Lbth irmored Division,
22 Deccmper 1944 - 3 January 1945
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German Mhateriel Losses

Inflicted by the 4th Armored Division

December 1944

23 2 25 26 27 28 29 30 27-29% TOTAL

kik IV Tanks

1k V Tanks
Ik VI Tank

Self-propelled

guns

Acnored Cars2

S

Half-track52

Trucks?,3

Mtitank guns
Artillery pieces

Antizircraft

guns
Liortars

Rocket Launchers 3
5

i.achine guns

1 5 2 IR
1 5 1
11
2 2 2 3
1
1 L 4 13 5 2 1
7 4 8 1 11 7 1 5
1 2 5 7 12 2 1
7 1 2
2 6 2 1
L 2 B 1
3 11 L0
200 45 10

6L 2

12

7
1l

-9

1

30
L
L3
10

11
25
57
331

NOTZ:

1.

2,
3.

Separate report covering tiree-day neriod
suditted by Rescive Comvrand, 4th Armored
Division,

Includes US eguipment destroyed or rccaptured,

Includcs staff cars, asmunition cars, orime

movers, and co.r.and and reconnaissance vehicles,

xivi
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APPEZNDIX VI

ORDERS AID RTFORTS

Numbcr l: l.arch Order, CCA, 4th Armored Division,. for the move
from the vicinity of FOMETRAIGE, Francei'to ARLON;
3clgium, on 19 Dcccmber 19L4.

\

SCCRET Ha, CCA, 4 M

AUTH: CG, CCa 1IAHCH CRDERL LUDREFING, France
Initial: HCP _ , ' _ 19 Dec 44

Date:. 19 Dec

liap: Furope Road i.ap, 1:200,000 - Sheet 57

1. CCi moves at OY00 19 Dec in one clm to assy area vic
LONG' Y. The coawand may bivouac the nizht of 19-20 in the area
BRIZY- AUDU.

2. as ORDLR OF 1.:aCH CLl: HIT IP

35 10900
Hq CCA and Pltn/B/4&9 0940
51 | 0955
i/2L and Pltn/905 | 1030
A/L6 1045
Hq, Div Artj)

66 )

% )

53

4 and B/25

Tns (incl 4/126)
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be 'Route: Iy D126==0G13 1—=1!74==1:39Gwmm=]ilr 1 Omire PO T S
LOUSSONe N on hwy N52--N62B—1k06--N52 to destination., (Marked
map atehd).> - .
c. IP: RS routc D35 and DL26.

de Average ratc of march: 123 mph,

C. Halts: Forst halt 1045, thercafter 10 minute
halt every two hours ehding on the hour.

3. ae There will be no maveéent from bivouac arcas until

tine nccessary to hit IP,

be Each unit establish ln with preceding unit, .

Ce Limited LP traffic control by CC. Units will
post ovn guides at criticel points,

de  MuM trains march with units.b "B" trains ramain
in biv areas until ordercd out by CC S-4, Scrvice Co Cmdrs report
to CC S-4 ab CP CCA at 0800 19 Deca

Se 4Arcas and bhillcts will be policed prior to denart-
turc,

f. _Advancc parties for cacn bn and scparate unit will
be limited to onc f=ton truck., &cport at IP at 0800 to Colonel
ithers,

e Radio - MNects silent.

EARVEST
Cmdg
HURDOCK
5-3
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NOTES Qi .PPEIDIX VI, No. 1

J'SOurce: ifter jction Rwport, 5lst irmored Infantry
Battalion, 19 Docombor 1944, 3
.
‘ 25cc ihpéndix I for troop list of units with the 4th |
.ymored Division, -

3liarkoed map referred to uas not included in ifter ction
qcport, , : '
bu;v trains referred to arc combat trains; "3B" trains
are ficld trains,



, umocr 23 liqesrdaintn Irom Gin Goffe; to Gen Earancst prior to
/ _
' the march from FENETR.NGE to ARLON.
. ‘ s .
. 18 /Dccc:nbcr 19L4
. ' \
LEORADUk: s .
P

TO: General Ecornest, CCA, 4th rmored Division,

CCB raarclucé at mid.ni,zﬁt tonigiat on I.ONG'..’Y‘via route shown,

The rcméindor of the division will march at 0900 19 Dccember, You
will cam.and CCA cna corvtain units thot will be attached \to it fa;'
the march and will procced over roatc shown. Scend an advance party
over in time so that they may mect you on .thc road tomorrow cven-
{.an and"put vou in bivouac. Plan to b‘ivouo).c in ;chcﬁgcneml area
RIEY-/UDUN, unless you gct' orders to the contrary.

HUGH J. G.FFEY

Iiéjor General, US /mmy

bl

Cominanding

- HOTZS ON .PPLiDLI VI, NO. 2

i

Lsource: .0-3 Journrl, 4th Amored Division, 18 Docomber

19444

Al
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-

Humber 3 Order of flstu jmmorced Infrntry Batéalion cs ta‘ﬂmqmg

security north of /RLON on 20 December l9u+.

Enem,y informstion samc. )
D/35 is in position north and northcast of ARLON.

51 -iill scnd a task forcc at once under conm‘nd of Caot
Rockafeller, consisting of C/Sl, soction of recon pltn/Sl, D/36
aslt gun pltn/35, pltn/ /2, to cstabhsh ;oadolocks north and
northeast out of AILON.

| ¢/51, scetion of rccon 'i)ltn/,’jl,‘/:a;.‘;id /24 will move at once,
picking up assault guns/35 at ARLON, to join D/25 north of iRLON,
prepare 3 defended double roadblocks N ﬁnd NZ of ARLON, and patrol
petween ronds of the rozd n-ct. Loacblocks will e prcpared, but
not ~ctually put in.positian s long &s friendly troops are known
to be in front of them. TF/CP in vic junctian of 3 roads.

Remeinder of Bn recoin in posn prepared to nxSvo to. rcin~-
force TF Rockafcller.

Rocios on listening silencce cixeept in cmergency. ,

NOTES ON ..FPEIDIX VI, Noo 3 - N

lsource: after ,ction RCpDI‘t,’ 5lst .rmored Infantry
Battelion, 20 Deccmber 1944, :

290«. .ppendn I for traoo _LlSt of units with the 4th
Lroored Divisidn, ‘

lii
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b2 LIS P S -~ t .. -~y 2TV ey <~ 3 - - o ’
Yumber Le atboelr crfer of Lt amored Division issued on 21 Dee- ‘

cmber 1944,

FO#SJ‘ : 21 Deccmber 1G44
liaps: France, Belgium--1:100,000 | .
1. a. Sco k iD G-2 Special Heport #40, dated 21 Doc 194k.°
be III Corps advanccs N on ST, VITH at H~hour, D-day,
as shovm. XIX TiAC will support with closc support missions and
arned recece over arci.
2¢ 4 4D atlis on 'Carps 0 on D-dayr to ovcrcome and destroy
all cn resistance cncountered in Z and will protect left flank of

3

Corps.,

Traag List ’
CC)L""35, 51 66, 274, n/7OI+, ‘x/25, 8/489; In support: A/2h, ‘
Wb, /126" '
- 6CB--8, 10, 22, 253, B/?Oh, 5/2;, A/L89; In supzort: B/2L,
B/hé, 3/126. ' |
Ros (nd--37, 53, 70k, e » ond pltn/C), 24 (~i ond 3B,
"~ plus 995 ~tcnd), 439 (=4, By, C, cnd D),
Div Trs--25 (-. rnd B, plus oltn/C/704 ~tchd), Hq Div .rty,
Wis
Iroins— 126 (- ), 46 (=), 1k (= ) 3304, um, c/u89, pltn/16

F [ioSpe
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3¢ ae ClL.2vo Jros ovrescal rositlons Juriny nizht Del-
D to atk posns N of ,RLOM. .tk on O at H-hour, overcome en 1in Z.
laintain contect vith 26 Inf Div on rigat,
be CC3 from prescnt posns assist in screening move-
ment of CCa :u_ud irty into atk posns. itk on 0, svercome and de=
stroy cn in Z.
| ce. Res Cad fol CC.. on Div O prepared to reinforce CCA
or CCB or rcpgal cbr otk on cither fleonk,
de 25 Cav (-4 and B), when relieved by elms of Cav
with con:bat coinands, asscmbic in arca S of H.B.Y~La=NEUVE. FPro-
teet west flank of Div during ~tk, lointoin contact with CC3 and
olus of VIII Qorps when gained,
e L /D .rty: atchd--253 ~nd 274 ;rmd F. Bns (105-mm
SP)e Div .rty (plus) will be pleced to support initisl phoses of
ctke 66 and 274 atchd CC.; 22 and 253 atchd CCB; »nd 9L dircet
support for Res Cmd ~na geaeral support for Div,
fo (1) mo traffic will be allowed on ronds in 4 D ‘
arca and on nin rosd lcac’d;lg N of ,RLOM
without approval of this Hqe 4ll cmdrs
will submit rcqucsts for usc of roads in
tine for opprovel or disc.bproval. Provost
lLorsiial is choarged with cnforcing this re-
étrictian. He will be furnishcd a list of
21l troop movenonts scheduled nnd v:rill coordin-

ate with III Corps Provost iarshal,

R493




(2) Durisng odv waits wlll ¢ wors cle~r, Dise
tances of 2t lcast 25 yards bctween vehicles ‘
will be nwnintaincd,
(3) Strict mcasures to insurc air sccurity will
bc enforccd,
(4) Ecch unit comdr will toke special measurcs for
all-around sccurity to insure against being
surprised,
(5) No gasoline, weapons, vchicles, or ammunition
vill Le allowed to iall int> cnemy hands with;
out being destroyed.
(6) Reporting lines will be used for coordination
and as rcfcrences in reports to this_hoadquartcrs.
(7) CCt's report progress ond oir torgets.
() Cub plencs will adt zo up brior to atk excent ‘
on O of thc headquarters,
Lq quts continue to supply from <ivision control point,
5. ae Currcent 50L.
be Radio silencc until contact is mnade.

co Div axis of Sig Com: .JLON-LLRTELANGE and then as

announced,
ds CC's report CP locotions,
GAIFEY
Cdﬂdg
OFFICI..L:
SULLIV.I

o \ ®
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NOTES Ol APPENDIX VI, NO. 4

1

Source: G-3 Journal, Ath j.rmoréd Division, 21 Decembor

2I-I:)t included in ifter ction Dcport,
3scc 3ketch Mo, 5, Part II.

hSee jppendix I for troop list of units with the 4th
amiored Division, ‘




Tachor 5¢ Lother from Gon Gerfoy to Gen Doger on 21 Deconber ' ‘

concerning an altcrnate nlan of monsuver,

21 Deccmber 1944

SURJECT: alternote Pla_nl

TO: - ComrianGing General
Conmbat Comviand B

1, The town of B.STOGHE is still heid by our troops

assistcd by 1Olst jirborne Division and clements diffcrent sther

‘units under the commend of lLiajor General (sic) Lieciuliffe, The

tyin is surrsunded on all sides==consicdercd to be rémainder of

tws German divisions--one panzer ond onc infentrye The defense

fing heldby our troops arounc the tom is spproximately tiwo to
threc kiloucters in rodius., -

2. It is wy intention to relicve this force by you, aided
by Earncst, or by you alonc. In the first casc thc operation con=
forms vith the srizinsl slen vhere Zornest passes SE of the town
and ott-clking in th-t dircction, while you d;ivc into the town <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>