'\

i ,
\
\

RN

R
: e
= PR - Ty
AR - RS
Y

= ~; N . N . v .

iy

N
\:
% t




e

. R 430602

A 4 . TME ARMORED DIVISION IN THE DOUBLE ENVELOPHENT

( 2d ARMORED DIVISION IN THE MORTAIN COUNTERATTACK )

]

A RESEARCH REPORT PREPARED

l
| BY
o GO ITTEE 6, OPFICERS ADVANCED CLASS
THE ARMORED SCHOOL |
1948 - 1949
' JAJOR JOHN M. BARVUM
WAJOR JOHN T. OMENHTSER, JR.
. 14JOR HILLIAM H. WIKOFF
CAPTAIN JATES T. BURKE
CAPTAIN HARRY E. GIBB
o | CAPTAIN PICHARD G. MURDOCK

CAPTAIN CHARLES P. PARRISH

~ FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY

MAY 1949




-PREFACE

Many stﬁdents of armor have considered MORTAIN as the initial
European Theater proving ground of mass tank-versus-tank actions. That
concept may be valid; however, we have found little or no evidence to
substantiate such concept of mass. Newspaper accounts of the period
played up the heroic defense by an infantry battalion cut off and sur-
rounded 6n a hill to the east of MORTAIN itself; consequently, to the
casuallreader, infantry ground action was the deciding factor in our
successs Some have acclaimed Allied air as the hero of the houre 'Wé
have found that tanks did fight tanks; infantry did fight gloriously
and successfully; and Allied air did contribute greatly to the defeat
of the Germans. Enormous credit must be given to all these members of
the teom of cormbined arms; however, we have chesen to preéent a factor
little considered in past studiess We have refrained from detailed

consideration of infantry and air actions becauvse their inclusion is

~beyond the limitations imposed on us by available time and source

moterialse Later ecvaluations by historians of the future may attempt
to assess each factor in its relatiﬁe order of merit. That is not our
purposec . Ihis study simply points out the employment of an armored
diviéion in a role for which it was designed and-equipped; and the

effcetive ubilization of its mobility, flexibility, fire power and

" shock actione

Divided between two corps, its combat commands separated by

~many miles, the 2d Armored Division applied. simultaneous pressure of

- cnormous potential on two flanks of a deep enecmy penetration. Field
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orders available for this study fail to reveal any over-all master
plan for employment of the Division in a double envelopmente The
readér may decide from the facts themselves whether such operations
actually occurreds

Colonel Paul A. Disney, Commander of the 67th Armored Regiment
of the 2d Armored Division at MORTAIN supplicd the basis for t.he.
skcteh shown on page 28 and assisted materially in focusing our atten=-
tion on certain tactiecal considerctions. Major Me J. Le Greene, of
the ~Rcsoa_rbh ond Evaluation Division, The Armored School, securcd and
mode avnilable innumerable maps, documents and other mtcfialsp.
Licutenant Colonel Frank M. I'-.:Iull.or, préesently instructing at The Armorcd
School, who was Assistant Division G-4 at MORTAIN, contributcd gencrous=-
ly from his personal noteé and from his prodigious mcmorye We express
our deepest "pprecl ntion to thesc gontlemon and to all others, too
numerous to mor\tlon, who have gonerously and grfxczxously aided us in the
prcparation of this study. Wo are surc thcy will agree, howcver, that
our heartviost thénké should go to the wives of the committee members,
cspecially Mrse. Wikoff, for their devoted and \msélfish assistance in
typing, skotching, and map coloring, and for thcir patience in listen-
ing to tho words that follow,

To assist the reader in locating details of infomation in
ready reference form, we hs.vc-a included in Appendix I, Order of Battle,
a brief history of.tho Zd Lrmored Division, a glossary of Gormon terms

and a scction showing the general composition of armored divisions,

bo‘bh American and Gg,rmvm, as they were org’mued h’c MORTAIN. A scction

-

\ 1ii
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of Appendix V is devoted to the comparative characteristics of Americon
ond Gorman tankse Minor deviations from the authorized organization
and dquipmcnt may havé bécn in effect; however, for all practiéal_pur-
poscs, the composition as shown in the appendices mny be accoptede
Spocific doviations are indicated in tho text.

In coch instance where available rocords 'reflcct discrepancies,
most of which may be att‘ributo.d to the confusion of the battlefield,
we have attompted to resolve the discrcpancy in the monner indicated
by the preponderance of ovidenccs In the cvent any reoader possesscs

positive foctual information which would tend to rofute statcments

made in the monograph, the submission of such information to the Roesearch

and Evaluation Division, The Armorod School, will be appreciateds

e



Chapter

T

IT.

III.

V.

VI

. VIIe

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODWTION. ¢ o 5 8 6 & 8 e 0o s+ e & & 8 2

FIRST ACTION OF COUNTERATTACK o « o o « + » &
2d Armored Division Enters Picture. « « « «

MOVE TO BARENTON. o o o oo o o o » o o o & &

ATTACK IN THE SOUTH (8-9 August)e o o o o o+ «

THE ATTACK IN THE NORTH (10-11 August)e o « .

TI{E F‘ORCES JODT - L I ] . * . L ‘¢ » L) » L - . »

SULEIIARY AI‘TD CONGLIIS‘ION’S . * ® & o a . . . .

APPEI«DICES. .o ¢ ¢ o 00 o ® o o e« o @ o o o o

I

1T

"III

v

I.
II. German Forces (6-12 August 1944) . . .
III. Orgenization of United States Divisions.
v, Organization of German Divisions « « « &
V. Glossary of German TEIMS o o o » o o o o
vI. Hlstory of The oecond Armored D1v131on .
Terrain’ Analys1s. e s o @8 B. 6 s s e 06 o 0 s &
Termmlﬂapooco-'zococoloooc

RN "

German Operat‘ons e e 2 o o 6 8 v e e s o os e o
- The American Concept of the- Operatwons. o » s 0
First Phase (6-8 August) o o s o 8 o o o o
Second Phase: (9-10“Auvust). ¢ s e e s s s e o s
Third Phase (11-12 August). c e o s e e 8 s < @
United States and German Personalitiese o « o o
United States e o 8 & &.0 o a. e % s e s o 8 o @
. o e »

OrderofBattle....A.......-o.

United States Forces (6-12 August 1944 ).

Ge rman Commanders O S I T S

Page

11
12

17
20

31

53

iii
iv
vi

¥i
xvi
xvii
xvii
XXV
xxv11

XXVlli’

KXX

xxxiii

<t



e .-

Chapter | | | Page
V  Statistical and Logistical SUMMATIYe o » o o o ’ XXXV

: I. ' Supply'r..'oo-....‘». o e i e om o Xxxvi

11, Critical Ordnance Losses (Us Se) o v o o x1

III. Critical Ordnance Losses (German). + o x1i

IV,  Vehicle Characteristics (U. S, & German) - xlii
V. Casualtles -g~-'tqtoot.snc0 xlvii
VI. Re.placements e 3 4 W 8 @ W 8 6 8 S & @ xlviii
"VIiI, . Persomnel Evacuation and Medical Support xlix

VIII. Personnel Evacuation and Replacement .+ 1

IX, Engineer SUPPOrt « o « + o o o ¢ o o o0 1i

Xn Un:}.t S“b?ﬁﬂ{thm e 4 € A ¥ & ¥ Ow @ ® ¢ F & 13.5\.

&zg gmwlmﬁfnewdwwagaﬁ@g_q.lg 1333
VI Dally DiSpOSitionS,s o o o o 8 « s 4 ¢ & o o o & lvi

IS Z"August 1944 o v 6 ¢ .0 6 a4 o 2 e 6.8 0 s b s e lvi
BAuguSt1944QQo¢oo-g‘t-;ogloo 1Xi

9 August 1944 « o ¢ % 8 o & & b % 0 % * 9 e s @ 1xiv

10 August 19444 ¢ o s o 2 s . o ¢ 8 ¢ & o s & 1XVi

:!. August 19444 o o 4 v ¢ v 4 » R T IXViii

. 1 August 19@4. LI I !'. e e e s & o @ . . 1xix
VI; uhp of Area of Operatlons e 8 e e 4 e e e » e lxxiv
* Iy,  Coordinates of Places Nameds v o s o o o lxxiv

v @ v XXV

IIo lﬁhpvo_,‘o‘pﬁ'ga'-..!

+ N

vi



CHAPTER I
INTRODUC TION

Bvonts leading up to the sudden shifting of Major General

Edvrard He Brooks'! 2d Armored Division,l less CCA, from ST. SEVER

7

CALVADOS to new positions near BARENTON (Flg 1) on 7 August 1944
hove been detailed in many readily available publications .2 The
following resumc, thereforc, touches only on thosc clements necessary
for a cloa:r wmderstanding of tho‘ situatién in and around MORTAIN the
night of 6 August when the coilod Panzer strucke

The significant paragroaph of the directive from the Combined
Chiofs of Staff governing General Eisenhower's lawnching his of‘fensn_ve
on the Europdan continent rcad, "You will cnter the continent of
Buropc and, in conjunction with the other Allied Nations, undertoke
opomtlons aimed '*t the heart of Germany and the destruction of her
Armed Forcesa"

The first three phases of General Zisenhower's plan callod
for: Establishment of a J.odgcmont arca on the NO‘?I\ALNDY coagty a build-
up and brcakthrough in the NORI\ﬂsl\TDY—BRITTANY aren; ond pursuit on a
broad front with two isrmy groups, cemphasizing the left and linking up
the right 1;‘fi'bh forcos invading France from the south.4_

The wssault to ac_comp@ish the first phasc of the strategic
plon WO.S- corried .out on 6 Junc 1944 on a five division front against
the beaches bebweon QUISTPEU d ond VARREVILLE. The 4Allics qﬁicklgf
established o firm beachhoad and began assémbling foreces for o break=

throughe



' The Germons initially comitted all their hvailable armor and

o considcrable part of their infantry in the CAEN (British) sector,

the Allied BEast, apparently in an cffort to secure the SEDIE BASIN

from ass&ul*t.5 Many rcasons have been advanced for this strategy; wm=

denicbly one of the most cogent was the fear of a link-up between those
!

i1licd forces already ashorc and those oxpectedG to land in the )

PAS-DE-CALAIS,

However, by 11 July, both the 2d SS Panzor Division* and Panzer .

Lehr Division7 hod appearcd on the front of General Omar Bradley's

First Ue S. Armye On that day, Major Goneral Manton S. Eddy's 9th and
Mojor Goneral Leland S. Hobbs' 30th Infantry Divisions smashed o Panzer

Lohr counterattack and General Bradley's Amy opencd o new drive east

of the VIRE River, dircctly at ST LO. Promising goins were made, but

inﬁorvont_ion by the Gorman 2d Parochute Corps saved ST LO.8 In spite
of his amox;cd reinforcemcnt facing the imericans, it was evidont thot
the German continucd to regard the defense of CAEI\E as most important,
and 7-00.of his available 900 tanks wore still located in this scctor.9
On at least two occeasions between 8-18 July the German attemptod to
wvithdraw his amér from the front to organizc a s;criking forcce  On
both occasi_ons continued illied pressure forced him 1on restore his
panzers to o erumbling line .]'O
By 18 July both the First (/imerican) and Second (British) .

Armics had taken up positions from which t he breakthrough attacks werc

to bo started (Phase 2 of the strategic plan). First Army

* Germon units are wnderlined throughout this study.

@



stood on the line LESSAY-PERRIERS-ST LO road. Sccond isrmy was driving
forward in the EVRECY-ESQUAY arca, The over-all plan was a one—ﬁvo
punch, with the British Sccond Army on the left striking firste. After
the breakthrough, American spearheads were to swing weétward to COUTANCES
to isolate enemy divisions ‘L)o‘cwoen ST LO‘and the coast, and then strike
south through AVRANCHES, creating an open flank. This would permit
oi)erdtiohs into the B}-QITTANY péninsula to épen up needed portse. | It

would 2lso permit the encirclemcnt end crushing of the German Scventh

army and at least part of the panzer forces in the wests This cncircle-

ment was to be achicved by the British on the cast and the imoricans
on the "wes’c.l:L
Heavy rains delayed General Bmdléy's attack mtil 25 July.12

On that morning, following a cfushin,g acrial bombardment, the 9th
(right), 4th (center) and 30th (left) Infantry Divisions of Major
General Jo Lowton Collins' VII Corps, in the centor of First Army,
drove forward ncarly two miles. ’:"‘!hiie the infaontry divisions held the
shoulders, the 24 and 3d Jrmored Divisions pushéd through on the 26th.

lajor Gencral Claronce R. Hucbner followed with his 1st Infanbry Divi-

sion, notorized. HMoanwhile, Major General Charles H. Corlett's XIX

} Corps on the i+, maintained their pressure on the remoinder of the

srmy fronte Further to the cast, the Canadian II Corps advenced south-
Wo.‘rd from CAEN astridc the FALLISE roads The Gemaﬁs were st'i‘ll weak
in armor facing the First. U. S. 4Armys Although three panzer divisions
were there, the bulk of cnemy armor was still concontratod"undor

Fanzer Group West, with one pailzor division west of the ORNE and five



cast of the rnrer.u5

VIII Corps on the ex’creme right (West) attacked soutlward on
26 July. Its armor crossed tho ‘SIENNE River, south of COUTANCES on
29 July, and by 31 July had crushod the enemy at AVRANCHES and GRAN=
VILLE, thus eliminating the last barrier into the 'BRITTANY poninsula
and creating tho desired open flanke

| Iﬂeaﬁvrhile, _’cho British Sccond Army attacked south from CLUMONT,

cnd the balance of.tho First Ue S', Ly stmék southcast from ST LO
toward VIRE. The Gemdns, with two amorcd divisions,attempted t;)
ostoblish o hinge 1n the PERCY-TESSAY arce on which to conduct opera=
tions designed to provent the collapse of the cntire NORI‘-.IA‘I\TDY fronte

VIRE was ontered on 2 Lugust, roéapturod by the 2d SS Panzer Division

on 3 iugust and finally retaken after sever'\i days of bitter fighting.
The 1lst Infantry Dlv:.smn of VII Corps entered MO?TAIN on 3 hugust

and werc I‘OllOVOd by the 30th Infantry Division on 6 Luguste Durmg
this pcrlod the 2d Armorcd Division conbinued with the VII Corps wntil
31 July, on which date it was 'fct'xchcd to XIX Corps.

The Third U. S. Lmy, under Gonoral Goorge S« Patton, Jre,
became operational 1 sfugust and incorporated VIII Corpse Thig Corps
continucd opcerations in the BRITTLNY peninsula wﬁilc the rest of the
army struck viciously to the south and southeast, cccupying W;YENNE'
and LAVAL on 6 {sugﬁst. Simultancously with the activation of the
Third %my, command of the First Lrmy (V, VII and XIX Corps ) passod
to Gcncr then Licutonant General) Courtn\,y H. Hodgese General
Bradley, now commanding 12’ch umy Group, assur*cd control of both

Armicse



Nowlthe‘Gcrman-faccd collapse on the NORMANDY front., 4llicd
strategy cailed for o vast encirclemente 'i‘he Tlf_lird Army struck cast
from MAYENNE, planning to turn north from LE MANS, through LLENCON,
toward ARGENTANe The Canadion First Army,14 on the Allied east floank,
continucd its thrust on FALALISE with o view to linking up with the
Amcricons at LRGENTLN, thus cxccuting a gréat doublc cnvclopment.
Meanwhile, the British Second Lmy and First U. S. imy would closc in
from the nor%h'and west rcspcétivoly.l5

4s ecarly as 27 July, shortly after thé brcakthrough at ST LO,

SS Obcrstgruppen Fuchrer Housor's Seventh Lmy Headquarters had ordercd

counterattacks launched southeast from the COUTLNCES arca in an effort

6
to pin down the driving Jmerican columns.l -
. On 30 July, General Ficld Marshal Gunther ven Kluge, command=

\ing OB West, aware that imericon spearheads had swept far beyond the

area contemplated for the Seventh Army counterattacks,ldirectcd that

thosc cfforts be abandoneds He ordercd counte rattacks designed to hold
AVRANCHEé and VILLEDIEU or to oject the imericans if they had reached
those placose Ho contemplated attacking along the line VIRE-ST IARTIN-
CHAEPSlDU BCULT-ST POIS-AVRANCHES.17'

The Germen Scventh armmy submitted its estimate and plan to

von Kluge on 31 Julye. By shortening lines and replacing armor with

infantry in the linc, Scventh Lrmy cstimated that the 2d and 116th

Ponzer Divisicons and the éd SS Panzer Division could be asscmbled;
hewover, duc to their depleted strength, thesce divisions roquired tank

reinforcements. The plan was to block the Ameorican breakthrough on




the general line BREC Y-DUC Y=-PONTLUBOUET, to the east and south of

LVRINCHES .18

On 1 August;?ﬁ@&m%ﬁg_fﬁéﬁfér's qwﬁ headqﬁarﬁérs, ordé;éé";oﬁnu-
Kluge to aéscmble all pﬁnzcr units presently fighﬁing on the NORMANDY
front for a coun£erattack in the AVRLNCHES arca to contain the Americqhs
and to destroy any forces which may have broken through. Von Kluge's
amazementlg at thié order is not surprising in view of provious oxpor-
icneces in attempting to withdraw German armor from the 1ine3zo He lmew
very woil that carrying out this order mecant the collapse of the
NODIIANDY front and probable catastrophe, but Hi%ler insisted on the
mdvo.21 Von Kluge would have prcferrcd withdraﬁing by phascs to the

SEINE River.z2 Novertheless, in complicnce with his orders, hc moved

‘quickly to asscmble o formidable striking force of the traditional

penzer type;

It is interesting to note at this point that Hitler's orders
were to c;tublish or to rc-cstablish a’continuous front oxtending
through AVRAFCHES. Since Mo jor General Middleton's VIII Corps‘scizod
AVRLNCEES on 31 July, and General Patton's Third Lrmy bcc#mo operational
1 dugust, it is wnlikely that Hitler originally intended the MORTLIN

' J
counterattack to cug Third ..rmy supply lines and separate ‘tho-First and
Third Lrmies as has becen suggestod.25 However, during the period 1-6
Lugust, as von Kluge assembled his forces and made his final plaﬁs,
Third Army swept on to MAYENNE and LAVAL. It is likely, thereforoc,
that dgr?ng this planning period, the mission, porforce, changed from

blocking, to driving a wedge through the smerican hrmiese. The fact
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that General Patton's supply lines ran through a narrow corridor ot

GVRANCHES doubtless added flavor to the undortaking.“_;t is probable.

" that ﬁiﬁiorrwaé wmaware of General Eisenliowcr!s capabilitics in air

trénsport. Supreomec Hoadquarters could dclivcr! if necessary up to
2000 tons of supplies daily, in fields dosignated by any forces which
night bc temporarily cut»off.z4

Génorais Eisenhower and Bradley were aware that the German
comterattack was férming up, but they had no fears of the outcomece
They rcasoned that by taking a caiculatcd risk they coﬁld rctain only
minimum forecs at HORTLIN and continue their cncircling tacties to

crush the crcam of the German armics on the NORMANDY front.z5

( Sce
Lppendix III).

"’Had the cowmterattack sucéeedcd SO oarly.in the Ailied Buropean
offonsive, one is led to speculate on tho cffect it Wpuld have hnd on

the futurc exploitation tactics of imerican armer and, indeed, -on the

entirc doctrine of armore.

The forces to be asscmbled wnder Seventh Army consisted of:

XLVII Panzer Corps (1st and 24 SS Panzer Divisicns; 2d and 116th

Panzer Divisions), assigned the attack role; LXXXIV .irmy Corps (84th,

353d and 363d Infantry Divisions and remmants of Panzor Leohr Division),
assigned a defensive mission in the MORTAIN arca ponding XLVITI Corps!

attoacks; II Parachute Corps; and LXXXI Lrmy Corpse 10th SS Ponzer Divi-

sion, which playcd an importent rolc later in the action was with II

Panzer Corps, Fifth Panzor Army, further to the northe Aé\happenod 50

mony ﬁimos, both carlicr and later, the German expcctations did not




¢

o

‘the more dircct route through MORTAIN. (Sec 4ppendix II for a study

completely materialize.  Mony of'these units werc cither late in
arriving ot the appointed time fér tho counterattack, or failed to
arrive at'ali, (Sée Appehdix II& for detailss)

The deeision to atta6k on the MORTAIN-AVRANCHES axis was bascd
on two cogent foctors: known (ahd estimated) Americon dispositions,
and the terraine 4n attock southwest ;ast ST HILAIRE, and thence

northwest to AVRANCHES was considered, but was discarded in favor of

of the terrain and ﬁppcndix III for a further development of the German

tactical plan.)

Thus on the quiet Sabbath night of 6 fLugust 1944, therc lay
assembled before MORTLIN, waiting to éfrike, the ﬁucleus of the
mighticst Panzer force yet to test the mettle of Zmerican armse Tost
them it did, to the utmo;t. Thé part played by the gallont 24 armored
"Hcll_on'Wheclsﬁ Division in turning the tide to‘victory‘will be

developed as the study wafoldse

WOTES FOR CHLPTER T

1Sce Appendix IV, Personalities, for further information on
Hejor General Brooks and Appendix I, Order of Battle, for a brief
history of the 2d Armorecd Divisione

2Report by The Suprome Cormander to the Combined Chiefs of -
Staff on the Opecrations in Burope of the 41lied Lxpeditionary Force,

6 Juac 1944 to 8 llay 1945, a rcport proparcd by General of the army -

- ¢ited hercafter as SHAEF, i& one example.

Dwight Do Eiscnhowor (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1946),




Gonoral of the army Dwig ght D. Eisenhower, Crusadc in Burope
(New York: Doubledoy and Company, Inc., 1948), p. 225. (Cited hore-
after as CRUSADE. ) :,

4Ibld., PP 228 229

®0p. Cit., SHALF, p. 30

608 Wost (Atloantic Wall to Siegfricd Linc): 4 Study in
Commond, Historieal Division, Department of the ..rmy Special Stwff
Gorman Report Serics, Volume I, (EUCOM: HD: OHGB : ‘ILE-DA), p. 86 «
(Citcd horocafter as OB WEST).

"0p. Cit., SHAEF, p. 33..
8'131bid., op 33-38.

Ibld., pe 39. Canadion First .my beeoame operational wnder
General Crorar (urlblsh I Corns) on 23 July. Cancdicn II Corps joined
31 July. Canadian First .rmy and British Sccond .imy (General Denpscy)

now formed 21lst irmy CGroup under Ficld Marshal llontgomeorye

B rid., p. a2,

16Tne Counterattock against LVRLNCHES, an after action interview
with Brigadier Gencral Freiherr von Gcrsdorff German Scventh army
Chicf of Staff, aoconpllsnod at ST GERMALIN, huvombor 1945: Document
4L=921 Trans, Dept. of irmy Specinl Staff, Hlstorlcml Division (Washing=
ton: The idjutant Genernlt's Office), pe 1o (Cited hereafter as
GERSDORFF). :

9

: 17&cporb of Operations, IFirst U. S, urmy, 1 Lugust 1944 to 22
Pcbruary 1945, Pe Se

1855, Cit., GERSDOIFF, p. 7.
9 3 '
Yop. Cit., OB WEST, p. 131.

Seo page 2 above for prcv1ous attenpts to withdraw Germon
armor from the llne. ‘

2 op. Clt., OB WhST, pe 1324
2?}2&2., pe 134,

2500, c;t;,'SHAEF, De 42,
2405, Cit., CRUSADE, pe 275.
2o1pid.,, e 275,

260y, C Cit., GERSDORFF, p. 8.
9
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CHAPTER IT ‘
FIRST ACTiqngF COUNTFRATTACK"
The Panzer Armies were?féhdy'to strike.-iThus begins the

story of the German counteratﬁaék at MORTAIN, a crucial battle

of the war, a battle where the Qérmans, had they been success-

ful, would have seriously crippl@d and retarded the onward rush

of our armies, Because of thosé who held, those who fought ang
liﬁed, those who fought and died, the Germans failed in their
greatest counterattack in France,

The 117th-Infentry, 30th Infantry Division, moved into

" the ST. PARTEELMY area, just north of MORTAIN, at approximately

noon, 6 August‘lgéb,'tc’relieve the 26th Infantry, lst Infantry.
Division. The battalions'tpok over the pésitions of the 26th
Infantry just as they were found, The oﬁly information the 26th‘
Infantry could give the 117th Infantry was tﬁe_fact that there -

were about 50 or 60 Germans from the 116th Panzer Divisibh to

their front on the high ground at LA PALISSONNIERE, There were
no bther identificaﬁions.‘\There was no extraordinary activity
thaf'night excent for the noise of tanks in the distancé. hThere‘

-

wns some artillery fire, and, before dark, a road block group

~ to the north saw three enemy tracked vehicles, at a.distance,

approaching, their position. The men manning the road block
firedfupon them, The enemy‘turned and fled back. Later, eleVen

or twelve infantrymen alsc appeared, approaching this position.

They were¢ fired upon. About midnight, two to four tanks advanced

. ' . 1
upon the road block, but withdrew after a fight,

11




To the south, at MORTAIN, the situation was similar in

many rcspects., The 2d Battalion and Co, Ky7120th Infantry, were

-situated on Hill 317, east of MORTAIN, It was understood that

the enemy was located in strength nortﬁeagm‘of MORTAIN and, if
any trouble developed, it could te expected frem that direction,
Accordingly,‘the 2d-BattaliEn conqentratéa défenses and rcad
klocks to meet this threat. :

A4t 0125 on 7 August, the 24 Battalion heard enehy small

arms fire east cf its position. Five minutes later, the full

: 2
force of an enemy attack struck.

w—

2d Armored ﬁivision Fnters Picture

Let us go bqék to the 6th of Auggét.and~consider the
operations of the 2d Armcred Division. The Division, operating
under XIX Corps at this time, was in acfion.in ﬁhé~yicinity'of
VIRE, .
| XIX Corps' order of 6 August directed the 2d Arméfed

Division to attaék, seize GATHEMO and assist in the advance of

the VII Corps on the right. Ultimate objectives were on the line

DOMFRONT-AMBRIERES. CChk, coordinating with the 29th Infantry
. . , :

Division, was_orderéd'to attack in the ¥XIX Corps' zone, secure
VIRE and continue the attack to the scutheast, After a heavy
shelling, CCA laumched its atbeck on VIRE. Heavy fire from
mortars, artillery, anti-tank weapons, énd several counter-

attacks, held CCA to small gains and VIRE did not fall., Later

"in the day, CC@ was relieved by the 175th Infantry, 29th Inf-

.“12
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antry Division and withdrew to XIX Cgrps re%erve.‘ CCB success-
fully penetrated FORET DE ST. SEVER to the';}ic'i‘nity of LE GAST,
where the force was relieved Ey the 115th,%éfantry ané the 109th
Infantry of the 29th Infantry Divisibn. This relief was com-
pleted Sy 2030, The Combat, Command was asgenbled between LA
BOUCHEPIE and -LE MESNIL, in the generai_vicinity of (f548308)
to prepare for movement the morning cf 7 August 1944. The 82d
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion was'giﬁen the mission of re-
'cqhnaissance for routes.for the proposed move of CCR to MORTAIN.
and bomz-‘«‘RONT via ST. POIS and CHERINCE LE Houss%fL.-B It will be
noted that XIX Cofps directed this move. | | ’
Anticipating 2 German counterattack because of fhe con;
centration of panzer forces in the MORTAIN arca, higher -head-
. quarters began to’make Zadjustrﬁents tc meet such.a threat, - Troops
weré peeled off a@d foﬁght‘to the east with‘an of fensive-de-
fensive missiog. On the VII Cerps front; the 9th Infantry Div-
ision contimued its drive to the south. The 4th Infantry Divi-
- . v sion_turned;east. _The lét Infantry Division, haviﬁg\taken MORT =
| AIN, mas relicved by the 30th Infantry Division, which had been
- " chifted from the XIX Corps front up nc_aaxy' VIBE. The 1st Infantry
Division.then'm»oved south of the MAYEENE Riveér, some forty or
fifty miles farther southeast, to take over the crossing qf the \
MAYEENE from "che Third Army. Th@re was a tremendous‘gap Ibetween
; " MORTAIN and MAXEENE; which gave General'Coliins; commanding the
\.- VII Corps, great concern. General Collins persuaded the First
Army Commahder to give him the 2d Armored biviSion, less one.

13




combat command. As shown in thé next chapter, the division's

transfer to VII Corps was actually effected on 7 August, after i

. the 82¢ Reconnaissaﬁcé Battalich and CCRB had stafted to the south

in compliance with XIX Corps' order. VII Ccrps ordered the Div-
ision, less CCA, to continue to the vicinity of BARENTON, with
the mission of attacking to the north against the flank of the

4

German Panzer concentration,

ThelGermgn attack, launched in the early morning houré.of
7 August by ﬁhe XLVII Panzer Corps, met early failuré, The bold
dash toward AVRANCHES ground to a stop before it was well started.

The 24 £S Pangzer Divigion, on the left flank, attacked MORTAIN

on the night of 6-7 August, surrounding the toﬁn’and pushing on
to ﬁhe'west. -Elements of the'BOth Infantry'Division, with armor
attached from theIBd Armored Division, stopped the Panzer drive

west of town, The 2d S8 Panzer Division line on 8 August ex-

tended from Hill 285( west of L'ABBAYE-BLANCHE), through ROMAGNY,

thence to the southeast, south of MORTAIN,

Thellléth Panzer Division,on the YLVII Panzer Corps-right

flank; reached the PERRIERS EN BEAUFICE-CHERENCE LE RQUSSEL road
before exhauSting.iﬁs drive. This division had the additional

migsion of pfotécting the right flank of the spearhead.

The 2d Panger Division, in the center, drove oﬁly slight-
ly further west before stopping on the. line LE MESNIL ADFLEE-

JUVIGNY LA TERTRE.

Simultaneously with the XLVIi Panzer Corps' attack a-

~round MORTAIN, other elements of Seventh Army counterattacked at

- 14
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VIRE to safeguard the deep right flank of the Panzer drive,

As a " Thorn 1r the flesh," the 24, Bﬁtt”llon, 120tﬁ

In fantry, 30th Infantry Division, held tne HILL 317, east- and

nertheast of MORTAIN during the attaclk of 24 S8 Pénzer Division.

Although in a'precarious situatipn itself, the'battalionlparg-
iyzed all ﬁovements of the‘Germahs in the MORTAIﬁ area. MORTAIN
lies at the base of a hill, in a valléy, aﬁd'is surfounded by
high groﬁnd. Tﬂe highest ground, HILL 317,vis the dominating
térrain fedture of the areca.: Eést-west'roads lie both to tke

north and to the socuth of the hill, Thecse roads lead to AVRAN-

CHES and the sea, Their use was vital to the Germans if the

counterattack were to succeed. Tith HILL 317 in Ameriéanbhands,

- the Germans could not use the roads with any degree of security

during daylight hours, Less than five hours of darkness separ-.’
ated the léng summer davs. The presence of American infantry on
this hill'viytually denied to the Germans their use of the roads.
dddltloba*lv, road b10cks established in and a;dund L'ARBAYE-
BLANCHE, 1mmed1atelv to the north of MORTAIN, ccnstituted.a fur-
ther obstacle to the German‘s unrestricted uée of the'eaét~west
road lyinrf to 'the horth of HILL 317 The hill and the road blocks
had to remain in &nerlcqn hands at all cqst.5 The& did.

General Bradley had correctly estima£eﬂ.the_enemy cap-

abilities, had disposed his forces to meet the threat, and had

no fear of the outceme, .Yhen the blow fell, the 4th, 9th.and 30th-

Infantry Divisions and elements of ‘the 3d Armored Division were

i
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invand around MORTAIN, The Ath.Infgntry Divisign, cn the morning
of 7 August, was moved from its aééémbly,area to 5 defensive pos=
ition northwest of LE MESNIL TOVE. ‘The 35th Infantry Division,
which hgd been previously released;io Third Army, was‘returhed

to First Army and quickly attacked to the northeast toward MOR-
. / . . : s

TAIN frem the vicinity of ST. HILAIRE DU HARCOUET, American re-.

action to the Panzer attack was swift and vicious. Armor played

its part, as will be revealed in subsequent chapters,

NOTES FOR CHAPTER II

lCombat Interview #96, 117th Infantry, BOth'Infantry Div-
ision, 7-11 August 1944, Histqrical Records Branch, TAG, D.A. ‘

try Divisicn, 7-12 August 1944, Historical Records Branch, TAG,
Dl A.

t ' . 3 : N ‘ . .

© 3pfter Action Repert, 24 Armored Division, August 1944.
. '4Address by General Collins, "Fmployment of Armor in the

Normandy Breakthrough and the Envelopment of the Ruhr," (Fort

2Combat Interview #96, GL 86, 120th Infantry, 30th Infan- _
Knox, Ky.), p. 11.
|
|
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" CHAPTER III

MOVE TO BARENTON

Recalling that the German counterattack had begun on the night
of 6=7 August and st_ru;:k in the vi’cinity of MORTAIN, lot us study the
actions of CCB, 2d z’-xrmc;md Division, under the command of Brigadier
General I. De White, on its move to BALRENTOM, as shown in Figure le
It is of intcrest to note the march formation used during this move
‘beecause of its similarity to that recommended by The .irmored School
todays. (For detailed study of this march formtion, sec 4ppendix VI).

The 82d Lrmored Reconnaissance Battalion (commanded by Lt Col
heeler G. Morriam) moved out at 070010 from positions ncar ST. SEVER

CALVADOS, and acted as advance guard for the Division (less CCL)e

1100, 24 Lrmored Division (less CCA) wos attached to VII Corps.

The main colum of CCB left the STe SEVER CALVADOS area dt 0530+ At ‘
|

‘ Company "B, 824 irmored Reconnaissance Batta.lio‘n', contacted cnemy

after passing CHERENCE LE ROUSSEL, ;m'd leading elements of CCB also |

camec under firo. Enemy positions werc bypassed and a local tank attack

was repulsgzd.1 ' , ‘
The mareh to the south and cast had to be continued by way of |

on alternate route through ST. POIS, CUVES, ST. HILAIRE DU HARCOWET,

ond LE TEILLEUL, (Sce Figure l.) 411 CCB units closed into the

vicinity of BARENTON by 2330 after a 45 mile marche. Division rescrve

end other units of 2d Armorecd ]?ivision (lgss CCL) began to move on the

alternate route of CCB at 1700.2




(. .During; the o.ft_emoon, lecading cloments of CCB reachoc} B.ARENTON
at 1600 whero' Jch'ey contacted Battlc Group JF2, Task Force "X", 3d Arm.orcc1
Division, and the 3d Battalion, 120th Info.ntry Regirgen’c (30th Infantry
Division), which held the southern part of the towne Battlc Group 32,
Task Force "X", was down to eighty men and ten tanks at this time; the
rermants of one company of infantry and o coﬁpa11y of tonks. This force
was hoving difficulty .in holding the town of BARENTON. To aséist this
Task Forcc, the 3d Battalion, 120th Infantry Regiment, minus Company
K; had been ordered to proceced to BARENTON only to find that the Ger=
mans had moved into the town not morc than half an hour before their
arrivale Thésc two forces Joined togéther and held what thoy o.ircady
hod in the southern part of the town. This is the sctting of the sta;ge
when CCB arrived in the arcae “CCB closed in bivouac; south of BARENTON
at 2330, and proparecd /to attﬁck the high groﬁnd to the north of

' ‘ BATENTON the moming of 8 August. Battlo Group #2, Task Force X", and

3d Battalion, 120th InfanltryA Regiment, were attclxchod {:o .ClCB on orders

from VII Corps..-3

On arrival in the Bz’»RENTONhroa, Lt Col Marshall L. Crawley's

3d Battalion, 4lst ..rmorcd Infautry Regiment, was ordercd to atback to

Isocure the d‘ofilc three miles northeast of BARENTON at T685082 in conjunc=-

tion with an attack by Battle Group 72, Task Forcc "X", to scourc the

high'ground north of BARENTON, Tho holding of this defile was esscntial

as it was the bottleneck along the GER-BLRENTON rood which had to be in

the hands of CCB if they were to rcach their objective, the town of GER.

@ 8
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The terrain woas wfavorablce to tank action and, thercfore, the tanks
were road bound and had to pass through this terrain featurce. 4s for
the high ground, it was necded in order to have a jumping off place
for the attack to follow on the morning of the 8the. The attacks were
made that night, but failed to reach the objectivese Lt Col John he
Boalts 702d Tank Destroyer Battalion (less Co 4) blocked ali roads to
the ﬂcrthoast and west of BARENTON to protect the assembly arca of the
commcu'ld-.4 A

| Wlc can surmarize the action of the 24 irmored Division (1lcss

-

CC4) on 7 isugust as o swift tactical mancuver, an "end run" west of

‘ST« SEVER, sQ"uth of ST. HILAIRE, and then east to BARENTON, where the

Division, after a forty=-five milec march, struck the enemy on his

vulnerable south flanke

NOTES ON CHAPTER III

15-3 Poriodic Roport, COB, 2d Armored Divisicn, period 1-31
August, 1944, ~ o , .
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CHAPTER IV
ATTACK IN THE SOUTH (8-9 iugust)

On 8 fLugust the U« Se VII Corps continued to eliminate cnemy
infiltration 'and consolidate positions following determined Germon
aﬁtompts to slash through to AVRANCHES, Heavy attacks against the
onemy's defenses led to o deep brcakthrough south .ond soutlwest of
vIREg The 35th Infantry Division pushed northeast from 8T. HILAIRE.
Dc§p£tq heavy enemy pressurec west and northwest of MORTAIN, thé éOth
Infantry Division held the high ground between MORTAIN and CHERENCE LE'
EOUSSEL. The 2d Battalion, 120th Infantry, still;isolated on HILL 317,

had to be supplicd by aire.. The 9th Infantry Division, north of

CHERE}CE LE ROUSSEL, attacked southcast. To the south the lst Infantry

Division consolidated its positionss. On the left of the VII Corps
the XIX Corps made small gains;l

On the morning of 8 August the 10th SS Panzer Division begon

its move from the areca cast of.VIRE, in the direction of MORTAIN,
into the region of ST. CLEMENTe By the evening of 8 iugust it had
not complected assemblys. During the day clements of the Division

relieved the sceurity dotachmonts of the 708th Division, which had

sceurcd the line of ST. CLEMENT =~ HILL 293 (2.5 km. cast northeast

of MORTAIN) - FORET DE MORT4AINe The 10th SS Panzer Division had to
extend the sceurity line further to the east to contact the LIXXI

Corpse

The southermn wing of the Seventh Army became a source of

anxicty becausc, on 8 August, elements of the 2d Armored Division

20
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forged ahead in the area north of BARENTONe - In the scctor of the 2d

[

S§ Panzor Division, pressure was built up against the German forces

holding GERe "The major pértions of the attacking divisions (116th

Panzer, 24 Panzer, 2d 8§ Panzer, 1st S8 Panzer), were foréed on the

dofonsives There was no hope for further reinforcements. The 9th

Panzer Division which originally was intended for the attack, wa

hsubsoqubntly held north of LE MANS, in order to cover the decp flank

of the Soventh.Anmy.z

Tn the zone of the 116th Panzer Division it was cxpected

this atback could reach LE GODEFROY in the first rush and arrive at
ALVRLNCHES by the morning of 8 Auguste The most advanced units reached
I MESNIL =~ ADELEE and LE MESNIL-TOVE on 7 4ugust, but the positions
had to be evqcuatad under heavy Lmerican pressure ard the Gorman
troop§ were withdrawn to their jump-off position.5

The plan called for the LVIII Panzer Corps, commanded by

3

Licutenant Genpral Kruger, to be committed on the south of thé zonc of

the XLVII Panzer Corps to exploit the success of the initial attockse

However, thce opportunity to omploy this force never presented itsolf.4
(For further Intelligence, sec iAppendix III.)

Lfter She night attacks of 7 fugust, CCB consolidated positions
ond made plans to continuc the attacks toward GER the following morn=
inge On 8 August CCB atbacked to sccure the high ground (objeétive 3)
north of BARENTON to the west of the GER roade. The attack was launched

at 0800 from a position west bf BLRENTON. CCB moved in two columms

with Lt Col Martin J. Morin's 1lst Battalion, 41st Armored Infantry,

21
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reinforced, on the right and the 34 Battalion of the same regiment on
the-lefts The 24 and 3d Battalions, 87th Armored Rogimont, supported
the armored infdﬁtry battalionse . (See Figure 2.) Both. columns advapcod
morc than threc miles over difficult terrain, through mine fields and
cgainst antitank gunse At nightfall the two colums consolidated their
goins and maintained enemy contact by active patrollinge.

Elcmonts of the 82d Armorcd Recomnaissance Battalion reconnoit-
cred toward GER, MORTAIN and DOMFRONT to cover the attack of CCB, but
all patrols soon met heavy recsistance and very little progress was
madee .4 patrol of'this battalién guarded bridges over LA VLRENNE Rivere

CCB rescrve (2d Battalion, 67th Armorcd Regimcnt) went into
position about,l% miles northwest of BARENTON and prcpared tolroinforce
cither attacking colum ‘and assumod;responsibiiity for the town and
the cast-west road through BARZENTON « /

Division rcserve remninéd .in ossembly arca, vicinity of LE
TETLLEUL, and outposted.5

It was»apparcnt that the Gorman’s effort to cut through to
AVEAHCHES had lost its momentum and was stoppcde. Instecad of strik=
ing at a soft spot, the Germans had atbacked where the First lLrmy
wos strong. Hoving blunted the German thrust, the Americans were now
beginning to strilo backe

slthough the German atback of 7 August had been repulsed with

considcrable losstto Seventh Hrmy, there was cvery evidence that the

Germoans were concontrating additional armor east of MORTAIN for a

rencewal of the attempt to break through to AVRANCHES (Panzer Group

22
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Ebe rbacho7

The now plan called for the 10th SS Panzer Division to follow

the left wing of the attock forces initially, in order to capbturc
their objective, which was FONTENAY, This division was assigned the
additional task of covering the southern wing of the.Germen driveos

Hdadquartors of the LVIII Panzer Corps estimated that the_-

order to attack had littlc chonce for success in the face of the

nuncrical supcriority now built up by the Smericans and the lack of

Gorman oir forces.e’

It was obvious that the Fuchrerts "“intuition™ rather than

military acumon was deciding the fate of the Scventh firmys The attack

of the 708th Division, from the arca south of DOMFRONT against STa

HILAIRE DE HARCOUBT, with the purposc of covering the southern wing
of the attacking forces, was a complete failurce Only the 24 SS

Ponzer Division's attack to gain higher terrain west of LE NEUFBOURG

succeeded. The ronge of hills west of MORTAIN were~recaptur¢d'which
improved the German front lines in that scotorerl

In the 10th SS Panzer Division secctor, the 2d Armored Division

continucd to be active after it succcedcd in toaking HILL 250 northeast
of BARENTONs The 2¢ Armored Division continucd its attack north of
BARENTON on 9 fuguste To prevent the imericans from seizing the

MORTAIN=GER road, additional elements of the 10th 88 Panzer Division

had to be committed.
On 9 4sugust, the Third U. S. Army chonged direction to advonce

cast and nor th to seize a bridgchcad ovor the SARTHE River at LE ILNS,

24
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and then prepare to 'strike"the Goyman flank and rear in the direction
of LRGENTANe

The First U. S. Amy grasped the opportunity to capture and
smash that German force now discovercd to be in the area VIRE = '
MORTAIN = DOMFRONT - GER. VII Corps was to thrust toward the south=~
east and moke o ninety degrec turmm toward the northeast at' the German
flank and rear.

In the remainder of the VII Corps zonc the 4th and 9th Infantry
Divisions made slizht gainse To the south the lst Infantry Division
cngaged in vigorous patrolling across the MAYENNE Rivers In the zone

of the XIX Corps, the 29th Infantry Division made little progresse

The 28th Infantry Division was wable to advance. In the V Corps,

mopping up continued around VIRE.

Heavy fighting continucd on 9 August in the vicinity of
MORTAIN ond to the northeaste The 30th Infantry Division continued fo
hold the high ground west and northvmst of MORTAIN. The batfalion on‘
the hilltop was still isolated and attempts were made to resupply this
wmit by aire |

4t obout 1820 on this day, o dramatic opiscde took placoe 4
German.office r, accompanicd by on enlisted man boaring & whitc flag,
approached the pqsitions on HILL 317. In his most military and formal
monner, he ~spoke to Licutenant Elmer C, Tohmiller, (Compaﬁy E, 120th
Infantry) and to Sergoent Wingate (Company G, same Regiment)s He
stated that he was an officer of the S8 and was ir} position to offer

the 4moricans on the hill an honorable surrenders He carefully pointed
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out that the Germans knew they had the 2d Battalion, 120th Infantry
of the 30 th Division, cntirely cut off o.nd surrouwnded, and that the-
position of the Americans was hopeloss, The request was immodiately

forwarded to Lieutenant Ralph 4+ Kerley (C. 0. of Company E), who gent

~ word that the men on the hill would not {'s:ur'render "until ocur last

round of ammunition has been fired and our last bayonet has been broken
in a Boche bclly."lz |

The enemy aerizl activity was more pronownced than for several
dayse 2d ;’xrmored Division (less CC4) Wasi heavily attacked by a dozen
or more bombers in the ecarly morning hours before daylighte

CCB resumed the attacl: toward the vicinity of GER at 1315;
9 hugust and, b§ 1630, had soized high ground four miles north of
BARENTO%T(: (T670100)s" The attack was precede_ad bybo. heavy artillery.
barrage and was supported by the 3d Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment,
and elements of the 7024 Tank Dcstroyrcr Battalione 4air sﬁpport aided

the advance considerably by destroying enemy tanks and guns in the

"MORTAIN - GER - BALRENTON pockete Forward units outposted their posi=

tions and patrolled ‘into cnemy territory at nightfall. Considerable
mortar and small arms fire was rcceived by the infantry holding the
objectives sccureds Battle Group ;f2, Task Force "X", 34 Armored
Division, placed road blocks on roavds north and west of BARENTON ¢

Upon ostablishment of these blocks this force passed to division reserve
controle '3d Battalion, 120th Infantry was relieved from the responsi=
bilit& of securing BARENTON by the 137th Infantry, 35th Infantry Divi-

sion at 1835, and upon relief attocked and sccured the high ground in
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the vicinity of GUE THIBAUL (Tesgpgo) after dark, meeting only light
resistance. CCB then prepared é?r'a renewed attack on the 10the

2d Batt#lion, 67th Armq@ed:chimcnt (commanded by Major Charles
Ee Etter) romained in CCB resc;&g about one mile west of BARENTON,
protecting the left flank and toqg:under fire enemy vehiclecs and person=-
ncl at long rongce

" Following the attack on the 4lst Armored Infantry, the 3d

Battalion of the 67th 4Hrmored Regiment was given a second mission for
the day and attacked in conjunction with the 3d Battalion, 120th
Infantry, to sccure %he road on the loft of GUE THIBAUL at (T693098 ).

The 1lst Battalion, 67th hrmored Regiment, remained in division
rCServe e

Patrols from the 824 Armored Reconnaissance Battalion occupied
ST. GEORGES DE ROUELLE, contacted the 35th Division clements near
MORTAIN, and covercd tho BARENTON = DOMFRONT highway " |

The sobion of eloments of CCB for the 9th of August is on

"iction

excellent cxémplo of a limited objectivq type of attacle The
Insert" (sce Figure 3) is introduced to show an attack in extremely

rugged terrain not favorable to tanks and weapons in hull defilade

to support the attack of two infantry bdttalions. The sketch does not
indiqato adequately the exbreme slope of the terr@in., It wos suffi=

cicnt, however, to permit dircet firec of all tanks on objective 4a N
Objoétive.4 was talken practically without incidente Following its

scizure the Germans began te react with counterattacks to hold open

their corridor of withdrawal through GER from MORTAIN. This resulted
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in o stalemate situntion in the zone of attack of CCB.

14

Objective 4 was taken -by 1300 and at 1900 a German counter=

- attack was launched against the left flank of the 3d Battalion with

tanks and infantrye. ': At the same time German infantry with tanks attack-
ed against the position down the main GER-BARENTON roades Both of these
at’cacks were .successfully repelled.

The attack dc;wn the main road by the Gemans had drawn the
attention of the troops on Objective 3, and durlng this time the enemy
infantry troops had infiltrated around the left flank of Objective Sy
had erossed and succeeded in hdlding a road' to the left of the hille

It was for this reason that the 3d Battalion, 120th Infantry, in

conjunction with the 3d Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment, had to make

their attack late in the daye The attack to accomplish the mission was

made just before dark and was cc_)nducted with such speed and vigor that

the enemy was completely routedol5
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CHAPTER V

THE ATTACKX IN THE NORTH (10-11 Aug)

10~11 August were days of heavy fightinge. This period demons=
ura’ced that, with the forces available, the Germans could not carr'y

out the intended attack against AVRANCHES. The German defenses were

barely succeeding in gontaining the American pressurew “Strong 'A'mér‘iééff T
forces, after by-passn.ng the German southem flank, continued thelr

push farther to the sou’ch after o.dva.nclng from the area north of LE

I;IAI\AS,_

- This sitvation worried the Germans., Elements of the Anerican

5th Armored Division appeared for the first time when an attack was

lawmnched against portions of the 9th Panzer Division in the region of

éFAUMONT-BALLON. Apparently the objective of this attack was to strike

deep into the Seventh Anny fla.nk. In the sector of the XLVII Panlzer

Cozps and the LXXXIV Lrmy Corps there was a great deal of active flght-

1na' by the Amerlcans. GATHEIIO was lost, American tanks penetrated_
mto L*ABBAYE~-BLANCHE, and on to the HILL 307 north of I\uORTnIN. Move =~

ments on the main roads revealed indications of renewed American

4 gt’caqks. All of the German divisions were weakeneds The loss of tanks

WQS p_articulo.rly highe No further reinforcements f‘or the SGVenth Army

could be expected due to the necd for troops to bolster thc defonsuze
front,
On the 10th of nug;us’c the 2d Armored D1v131on stoadllv 1ncreused

1ts Pressure against the German southem flonk, forcing the Gcnm..ns to

omploy all units of the 10th SS Panzer Division. This division was
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intended to be committed in the center of the push against AVRANCHES,

but the action of CCB prevented this. An attack on BARENTON carried

out by the 10th SS Ponzer Division at first gained ground but finally
camc to a standstill, and the Division defended itself by arronging

its formotions in strong points along its front line.

In the sector fja'c‘ingrlth.e 2d SS Ponzer Division, Americon.

pressure beeame strongere. Reinforcements of American artillery were
discovercd west of MORTAIN, During the 10th of Aﬁgust, the 2d SS

Pangor Division suffored heavy casualtics by artillery fire and air

roidser (For. further Intelligence sce sppendix III.)

The First U. S. Amy pressed against the enemy in the large
pocket from the north and weste V Corps and the 2d Infantry Division
pushed forwarde. XIX Corps attacked with the 28th Infantry Diﬁsion
and CdA of the 24 Armoréd Division to recapture GATHEMO and moved
1_:oward TINCHEBRAYe In t};e VII Corps zone, nortlwest of SOURDEVAL, the
9th Infantry Division advanced against strong resistonce to straighten
and strengthen the line in its scctors. The 4th Infontry Division rec=
mained in place. The 22d Infantry of the 4th Infantry Divis ion went
in on the right of i‘;he 35th Infantry Division below LE TEILLEULe The
35th Infontry Division and CCB, 2d Armored Division, roceived and re=
pulsed o counterattack against thoir positions northeast of BARENTON
The 30th Infontry Division made little progrosse Tho 1st Infantry Divi=
sion continued active patrolling and secured the river crossings
"botween MAYENNE and AMBRIERES LE GRANDE. The plan, in brief, was to
trap the bulk .of the Geman forces by a vest cncircling moneuver, with

the British pushing from the north and the Third U.S. Amy swvinging in from
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the southe Within the ‘vqst cncireclemont, the forces of the 2d Lrmored
Division moved on an innor cirele; CCB on tho right (southern) flank,
oxertod prossure on the life line oi: the Goman forces tmlppod in and-
around LORTAING CCA, which'compos.ed the striking forces on the lef‘t_ ‘
(horthem) flank, drove toward GER to close tho avenue of cscapcs So,
we have the 2d irmored Division aéting as the two arms of a tongs
clésing in from opposite dircctionse (Sce Figurc 1.) Valuable and
effo;tivo assistonce was givon throughout the day by the fightor-
bombors of the 9th Tactical Air Commond operating against the conges-
tion of Cermon toanks and motor transport in tﬁo SOURDEVAL‘pockct.z
The weather was unfavorable for the first time since the
counterattack began and the cffcct of our air force deéreascd. The
10th of Lugust was very cloudy and visibility was poor. However,
during the night, German air boecame éctivc and Gérman plancs bombed
the vieinity of the Division Command Post and tho Division Rescrve
Lrens for obout 25 minutes, starting ot 0100. Heavy demolition and
anbipersonncl bombs were dropped causing thirty-five c&sualties.3
CCB and at?achmcnﬁs won% on the defensive following tho
Gorman countcrattack the previous night, and orders for the 10th did
not changc the situation. 4t 05630 German .infantry, roinfércod with
tanks, advanced under supporting fires of artillery, mortars, and
nebelwerfers, cnd attacked the left flank of CCB positions north of
BLRENTON, The aﬁtack struck at clements of the 2d Battalion, 67th
iymored Rogiment,and Battle Group 72, Task Force "X", 3d Lirmored

Divisione The attack, which was initiated from thc dircetion of



HILL 311 (T643084) and the hill to the cast (T653084) was repelled by
0800 with heavy casua}ties inflicted on the Germans. Later in the
morning, 2d Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment, and Task Forco "X",
engaged an cnemy colum on the trail leading into their position from
tho defile (‘1‘655074).4

| Later dufing thé day clements of CCB acted as a covering force
for 30th Infantry Division wnits, which attacked north to bpén a supply
and communication foutc to their battalion which had becn isolated on
the hill cast of MORTAIN. |

Lt 2030 a Germon Infantry colum, which moved from the north-
cast, approached CCB's lines, but supporting artillery dispersed this
column.5 ’

The Division Resecrve and elemonts of the 35th Infantry Division
relicved CCB in the sectorvgénerally near HILL 311 (west of T654084 )4
The 3d Battalion, 120th Infantry was moved into the scctor on the right
of the road near CH. LIVET, occupying the position previously held by
the Roconnaissance Company, 67th Armorod Roegiment, betwecen the right
flank of 3d Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment, and ST. GEORGES ROUELLE;-
This entirc sector of the front was protected by mined road blocks on
the socondory roads to the éast of the main road running along the
general line held bj the 3d Battalion, 67th Armored Rogiment.6

The 82d Armored Reconnaissanco Battalion and attached éngineers
blew up bridggs.between BARENTON and DOMFRONT to prevent their use by
the Germons for a possible counterattack from that sector. The 824

4rmored Reconnanissance Battalion also occupied ST. GEORGES DE ROUELLE

- and defended the right or east flank along the Li VARENNE Rivor.7

34



) of ficer of t

thc northc

The 238th Enﬂ'ineer Oomba.’% Battalion (1ess. one company) arrived
353“ the D1v1s1on Rescrvc aron, o.nd Wa.§ plo.ced 1n dlrect"support of the
?;.v:.s:.ou at 1800,8

Elencnts of D1v1s ion Rcscrvc% whlch werc attached to CCB at
@900, occuplcd a scctor of the front as prev1ously descrlbed.

CCA,» attache‘d» ftc XIX'Corps, "ia§semb1,ed o Task Force composod of
¢

the 66th nrncqu Reglmont (1ess two ba’c’mhons), the 24 Bat’callon,

t},ls’c Amorod Infantry 11<ag1men’t: 14th nmored Ficld Arbillery Battalion;

plus Tank Dgstroyers '\nd Er\gmuors. Thls force was atbached to the

1

2}8th Infan’cny Q}V‘;S;Qg g,_'g_'GATIIEMO, 1}‘% becamo known as' Task Force "A"

'md was under thc c;ommand of Lt Col Tlllmm Mo Stokes, commanding

LI

66*bh urmorcd ncgmont. Thc Task Force passed throvgh

tho 11nes og thc 109th Infantry at 06003 and attacked south and south-

east of GnTHEMQ, Wlth the town of VENGEONS and ST. SAUVIER DE CHAULIEU,

as ob Joe ct 1v

Sy I'l: progressod stowdlly cross-country over rOugh terraln,
« %ﬁ $

qncounter:u g mortar, bo.zooka and cxtromely heavy artlllery fire, and

é roached La BERTHELI RE. The 1lst Battalion, 66th

: was attachod to 'bhc 28th Infantry Divis jon for a
4; It %ttacked south of GuTHEI”O agoinst remants of
';..‘7*’:3
;nfwntry Division, ‘"\Tthh had just been cleared from

“

thc 'bown.l
xA, ;

Tho Go yman losses m torram, troops and tanks, and the scrious

it ! "‘5- 'ir ¢ . -(

cendrl’clop 9§ Ehfg flanks c'xuscd chon’ch urmy to withdraw the fron’c in
R l 11

3

iy

“ci;or durmv‘ the nlgh of 10 -11 Lugust.

V,..':_:-l(m

A
LTI
i

El?he gup ly s:.tu’xtlon of tho Sevonth urmy was threatened to
R "vi'ffﬂ%' “ .
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along the front.

the greatest degree by the breakthrough of the imerican forces into

the supply routess Panzer Group Eberbach was to be committed to

destroy the right ismerican assaulting forces (Third Us 8. Army) instead
of attacking as originally plamned. . Thce shifting of units to protect
the southern flanks requircd shortening of lines and more withdrawals

12

On 11 iHugust the imericans continucd their attacks against the

24 8S Panzer Division in the MORTAIN scctore The breakthrough in the
sector of WILL 307 advancced as far as the foot of HILL 317. MORTLIN
was attacked from the southe Attacks werc also launched in the arca

southwest of STe BARTHELHY. Elcments of the 2d SS Ponzer Division,

conmitted in the scctor of MONTAIN, were cut off from the line to the
rcor as a result of thesc 'bre‘akth-roughs. "The terrain features of HILL

307 and HILL 317 were decisive for holding MORTALIN, and these were now

in the honds of the /imcricons.e Seventh Lrmy promised a limited with-'

3

drawal for the 2d SS Panzer Division for the coming nighte

In front of the 10th SS Panzecr Division American colums were

observed moving north from BARENTON. JLmerican bombers were extremely
active in this scectore It was difficult to move even individual

vehiclese

tihen intervicwed, Lieutenant General Kruger had this to say

about the air activity,

I have never cxpericnced cither before or since, such a
complete and intensive mastery of the air by the Amcricans as
“on this day, although I had rcmained constantly on the western

front from this point of time W13
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In spite of strong pressurc, the 10th SS Panzer Division was

ablc to hold its positions on the 1lth.

In the Sevénth Armmy's deep left flonk the Americans inched

ahcad to o distance of 11 kmse from ALENCON. The 2d French Armored
Division, which had been brought: up to this scctor, captured MilERS.

At night, thoe Army Headquarters made the decision to order

Panzer Group Eberbach to relieve the pressure on the southcrn flank of

the Lrmy zone,. Under cover of this operation the Seventh Army was to

withdraw to the eastern fron’ccl4
An ordér was issucd to arrange for the main line of resistance

in the vicinity of MORTAIN, to be occupied during the nighte. Its

trace wos as follows: HILL 293 (south of ST. CLEMENT) to scuthern

slope of the FORET DE MORTAIN, to HILL 263 (northecast of BARENTON ),

to the high éround south of LONLA¥ L1.BBAYE, thon junction'w;th the

Ninth Army hear the EGRENNE Riverel®

It is interesting to note herc that the decision to withdraw

cnd shorten the lines had been made by Seventh fLirmy Headquarters, but

the decision to give up the idea of attacking to reach the sca at
ALVIANCHES' still roquired the approval of the Fuchrer. Fortunately,
the preparatory measures for the withdrawal and the recmployment of

Panzer Group Eberbach coincided with orders received from higher head-

/
quarters later the night of 11 Auguste
The First U. S. Amy hold its sides of the pocket awaiting
pressure from the northe The V Corps held its grip on the- northern

flanke The XIX Corps applied prossure by advonces with the 28th and
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29th Infantry Divisioﬁs; CC4 of the 2d Armored Division reached VENGEONS
on the road to TINCHEBRAYe. In the zone of the VII Corps the 9th
Infantry Division advanced slightlye The 30th Infantry Division fought
forword and reentered MORTAIN, but were unable to reclicve ’chol isolated
battalions The 4th Infantry Division took over part of the SSth Infantry
Division zone.l

The 1lst Battalion, 320th Ihf;gﬁry, 35th Infantrj Division,'with
the 737th Tank Battalion attached, drcw the assignment to capture HILL
317, and to rescuec the "Lost Battalion." This attack began at 1500,
The tanks were in coiumn and one company of infantry rode on theme
Lrtillery fircd a ten minute preparation anq exactly at the time of
the attack, plancs appearced and bombed the German positions to screen
the tank movement..'Smoko shells fired by the artillery marked the
targetss In one hour the tanks had advanced one milee Before tho day
was over they had reached the foot of the hill.17 \

In the north CCA rcsumed the attack in the XIX Corps zonce
Task Force A" moved out at 0800, with Company D, 66th Armored Rogiment,
and Company D, 4lst srmored Infantry Kegiment leading, to capbure
HILL 338 (cast of VENGEONS) and HILL 367 (cast of ST. SAUVEUR DE
CHAULIEU )e Task Force "A" met ficree cnemy resistance, including an
antitanlk battélion, but by evening had succeeded in reaching LA HAULE.
The balance of CCL remained in XIX Corps Reserve in its assembly aroa.
(See Figure 1.)18

Near BARENTON, CCB continued to defend their pqsitions. (Sce
Figure 4.}. German attacks were expected and.all units participated in

comterattack planse All reserves were placed on a thirty minutc alert,
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" division artillerye

ready to move on short noticc tp counter any Germon thrust. Vigorous
patrolling was conducted to the nor th and northeast. CCB patrols
pcno’cmtéd FORET DE LaND POURIE, and pressed on toward GER, contacting
the cnony in forée. One of thosc p;'.mtrols boecame engaged by German
infantry which followed it back toward CCB's lines. 4t 1700 German
artillery bec‘am»é W.rery_ active with mo-s’cr of‘ t_h\e- fire falling on the mam
axis from GER to Bz”x?\EBITdN. CCB iost some vehicles during this fire.
Then, ot about 1745, Germon infantry launchod an attaék down the high=
way frém GER. The attack, suppoi‘tod by a-r)tillory and mortar firc,
succecded in rcaching and infiltrating the position. This attack

was finally repelled by CCB, assisted by a heavy barrage fired by’

19

Divis io‘n rescerve moved to BARENTON and preparcd to relieve CCB
in its defer;sive sector during the night so that CCB could renew the
attack the next daye 3d Battalion, 120th Infantry, was to pass to
Division rescerve control at that timce

Units of the 82d i rmorcd I'iccormaissc.ncé Battalion continucd
to outpost ST. GEOIGES DE ROUELLE, and crossings over Li VARENNE Rivers.
| _ The Germans now could sco thet their push to AVILNCHES could

not succced with the treops at hende TRealizing the immediate threat

to his rear, the Scventh Army cormander began to withdmw from his
ss.]._iont to mend the leaks near LE 1UNS. In the north, XIX Corps with
CCL, 2d irmored Division 1oadi11g, made o bid 0 smash the romaining
forcos in the pocket in conjunction with CCB in the souths Tﬁough the

HORTAIN trap was closing, the encmy was still able to resist and made
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' CCL fight foot by foot for its gains. The repooted attacks by the
Germans donmonstrated how'critically nbar CCB advanced to their oscape

corridore. The Germon was making his stond to hold open his withdrawal

routes from MORTAIN.
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. CHAPTER VI

THE FORCES JOIN

As darkness fell on the night of the 1llth, the leading eloments

of the 1lst Battalion, 119th Infantry, 30th Infantry Division, werc in

MORTAINs The leading elements of the 320th Infantry, 35th Infantry

Division and 737th Tank Battali-on ha.d fcacﬁéd the; foot iéf the hill.ﬂ
where the "Lost Battalion" was still holding outs

At this time a difficult dceision had to be made == whether to
push on in the ’darkness with men who had been on the offensive for
dlmostr five days, or dig in for the night. The plight of the men on
the hill was clear; at 2234 that night they stated their case bluntly,
"Mic can hold out wntil tomorrqw,"l |

The rescue forces dared not remain where they were for tkheir
positions iﬁ the hollow invited both ground attack and concentrated
artillery firce They pulled back to higher ground, abandoning some
o.f the territory woﬁ during the daye |

That night the/enemy' abandoned his positivons in and around
MORTAIN, The; Germans covered their retreat with heavy drtillery fire
and night bombing of the positions from which the battalions had with=

drowne The judgement of the man on the ground had been correcte By

noon of 12.isugust contact was made with the Americans on HILL 317,

‘The "Lost Battalion's" strugglc for existenég wos at an ende. This

symbolized‘ the winning of the-Battle of MORTAIN. ‘The picture begon

to change. The main body of the German forces began its retreat back
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toward the FALAISE-ARGENTAN CAP,ﬁlcaving strong rear guards behind to
cover the witpdrawal. On 12 Aug;§t attacks proved successful all
along the front.

Geyman withdrawals ordered during the night of 11-12 August
were carricd out according to plaﬁ. First U. S. Army attacked along

the LYXIXIV Corps front. 24 Armorcd Division continued atbacking north

from BARENTON against the southern flank of Seventh 4rmy. On the deep

" left flank, the Third Ue. S. amy continucd to push ahead. To eliminate

this imminent danger, the Fuchrer ordercd that the American forces

which had thrust forward werc to be attacked to clear the rear and

»

left flank of the Seventh irmye The force provided for this mission

was Panzer Group Eberbache The completion of the mission of Panzer

Group Ebcrbach was dependent upoﬂ the holding of the front by the

Fifth Panzer Army (north) ond Scventh sAmy (south).2

On the afternoon of 12 Asugust, the sector of XLVII Panzer Corps

was taken over by LXXXIV Corpse To thc north the Americans succceded

in making o sizeablc penctration in the LANDE VAUMONT region, south
of VIREs, It now beecamc apparent to the German commanders that the
americans werc attempting to cut off scctions of the German lines,

which were pointing out far to the west, 'in conjunction with the large

scale cneirclemont of Seventh Lrmy being oxccuted by British and

v - .
Lmerican forces now closing in at ARGENTAN and FALAISE., The pressurc
cxerted simultaneously from BAREZTON northward (CCB) and from VIRE

southward (CC4A) could have only onc objective==to cut off LXXXIV Corps,

as well as XLVII Panzer Corpse
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4t 1200 on 12 iugust, Scventh Armmy Headquartcrs ordercd the

withdrowal of the front lines again during the coming night and they
designa-ted the general line on which to fall back.3 (For further
Intelligencc, see Appendix I1I).
Uyring 12 Lugust the lines tightened around the German foreces.

In the zone of the V Corps, good progress was made against hedvy
'cnomy firce The 2d Infantry Division came down on the left, parallel
to ‘t’nc British-Amcricen boundarye The 29th Infantry Divis';on woent
into tho linc ond advanced on the right, alongside the 2d Infantry
Division, almost to the SOURDEVLL - TILNCHEBRAY road. Iﬁ the zonc of
the XIX Corps, the 281';h Infantry Division advanced rapidly south and
southcost linking with the 29th Infantry Division‘ on the left near
ST. SAUVEUR DE CHAULIEU and touching SOURDEVAL on its right. ‘In the
zone of the VII Corps, thev 9th and 35th Infantry Divisions rcached
preseribed objectives, and the isolated battalion at MORTAIN was
rolicvede. The 3d Armored Division rcasscmbled for‘a new mission,
while the 1st _. Infantry Division continucd patrolling cast of the
LA YENYE River. The cnemy broke contact in the neighborhood of
SOURDEVAL, and apparently started a withdrawal toward the LRNE and
tho SBINE Rivors.: ’

| During thc morning of the 12th, CCB. and Division Rescrve
continued to hold defensive positions in their zone. Plans had been
made the ;previous night for o rcnewed ccordinated attack with the

mission of cutting the MORTAIN - GER road. Division Reserve took over

the CCB defensive sector and at 1100 the attack was launched by CCB
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with 3d Battalion, 41st irmored Infontry, on the left and lst Battalion
(samo Rogimgnt) on the right. Both battalions were reinforcoa«by

tonks of LE'Col Harry Hillyard!s 3d Battalion, 67th srmored Regimont,
which was gn sugport. CCB rescrve preparcd to assist,on order,the
attacking; orce in sceuring the final objective about two milcs west

of GER on %he GER=MORTAIN highwoye” (Séo.Figure’S.) The nature of- - . -
the terrain, which was rough and wooded, made afmorgd action almost
impossible in places and qxtrcmcly'difficult in othors o2

During the attack the right column advanccd against light

opposition, but the left column's advance was checked by intensive

~cnemy firce During this fighting cnemy infantry wnits infiltrated

around the loft flank and rear of the'3d Battalion, virtually surround-
ing it when it moved forward to attack the first objeetives The
bﬁttalion was not able té advance.

In tho mecantime, the lst Bat£alion, 67th Armored Rogiment,
(commended by Major William P. Ring) wﬁs moved just west of
BOUSENTIER with the mission %o be -preparcd to attack to oithér flank.
This battalion waéllater ordercd baék-to an area south of B.LRENTON.

4t 1600, Battlo Group /2, Tosk Force "X", 3d Armored Division,
recported an cnemy countcrattack dirceted at their position. .The
attoack was broken up by.artillcry firec.

4is the attack continucd thréughdut the day the lst Battalion,
41st Infantry, was oble to advance approximately 1600 yards. An
cneny counterattgck by onc iﬁfantry company struck at this battalion

in the vicinity of LES GOUBOUDIERES at about 1700, and was repclled
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by cleouents of the Division Resciwfo. In attack of company strongfh
fronm clements of the 3d Batté.i 1ion, 41st Infantry, in the vicinity of
LE GD..BOUILLON was va;ctomptod,’ Wi»‘i’:h the plan of moving oround the
lc ft flank of this battalion. Th‘i\_.ﬁ mancuver was not successful.

3d Battalion, 120th Infarii;ry, which had becn attached. to
Division Reservc, wos releascd at 1800 from attachment and roturncd
to the 30th Infantry Division controla

The attack continucd until 2200, at which time defensive

. positions wcre taken on order of the Commanding General, VII Corpse

A1) units were alcrted to be prcparéd to mect possible eneny countere-
attacks.

During the day tho 824 Rcconnaissance Battalion, reinforced,
scnt a force to seizc high ground south of LONL!;Y L'ABBAYE. A4After
accomplishing its missio'n‘, the force was rclicved by clements of the
4th Infantry Division. |
| ’. When orders werc roccived to ‘talcel up defonsive positions,
the 1lst Battalion, 4lst Infc;n’cry withdrow to the high ground of its
original position t/o rclicve clements of the 137th Infantry, 35th
Infantry Division, oﬁ the lcft. —

The 2d Battalion, 67th .irmorcd Regiment, attempted to move
into position to relicve ‘the 137th Infantry. Heavy cremy shelj/l fire

was rceeived during the night, cnd the relief was never accomplishede.

. J
Consequently, the 137th Infantry remained on its position until day-
light of the 13%th, when the relicf was finally completed at 0900,

Then the 24 Battalion, 67th irmored Regiment, assumed responsibili‘cy

for the scotore®
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Céf‘x's Taslk Force "A" con;’_éinued its attaclk in XIX Corps zono
and captured the crossroads on HILL 338 (east of VENGEONS ). At 1330
the force was relieved on the hlll by the »28th Infantry Divis ion; and
at 1500 rejoined the remainder Q‘i"; CCA, The 2d Battalion, 66th Armored
Regiment, was placed in XIX Corps reserve\ near LA ROCHE.

At.1600_CCA formed into:bhree teams prepared to press on to

the south. Under the command of the Executive Officer, 1lst Battalion,

" 66th Armorcd Regiment, Task Force 1/66, consisting of: Co I, 66th

hrmored Regiment; Co D, 4lst Armored Infantry; Assault Gun and Mortar
Platoons, 1st Bo.ttalion; 66th Armored Pcéiment; and a platoon of
Engincers and Tanic Destroyers, assembled south of HILL 338 where they
coiled up for the nighte.
The second of thesc teams, commanded by Major Charles E. Etter,
Ce 0., 24 Bat’caliop, 41st Armored Infantry, Task Force 2/41, wa.s
pc;;n;)oséd of 2d Battalion, 4lst Armored Infantry (-), with lst Battalion,
66th Lrmorcd chixﬂont (=) attachede - This forcc assembled in VENGEONS.
The remainder of CCA, as. the rescrve, moved to an assembly
arce onc mile north of Cﬁ’;TI“IEI\!IO.7 |

Following this action, CCB, on the 13th, rcmained on the

~dofensive as ordered by VII Corps, but patrolled to its fronte. The

rcst‘ of thc front seemed to crumble on the 12th; however, the onemy
still oxorted prcséufo on CCB, At this time it was imperdtivc for
the Gormans to maintain this proésure so they could kecp tﬂc MORTAIN=-
GER highway 6pcn for the withdrawal of their forccs in and arownd

MORTAIN o

9



;
&

During thc 13th and 14th the various wnits which had been
dttachcd to CCB during this opcration were releascd from attachment
and retumed to their paront wnitse CCE was relieve;l, asscmbled for
o period of intensive maintenance and reorganization, and then reverted
to XIX Corps control ;8

Mcanwhile, on the 12th, - CCA with- Task Force 1/66 -leading,
continucd its attack south down the VENGEONS - SOURDEVAL road, by-

passced SOURDEVAL and by 1100 had rcached CROSSROADS 209, onc mile

southeast of SOURDEVAL. Task Foree 2/41, which had been following,

moved up and guarded. the crossroadse

3d Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment, moved to a new asscmbly
arca one mile 'east of GATHEMO during the night 12-13 August where 1lst
Battalion, 112th Infantry, was attached. A"l; 0830 this force moved
down the route taken by Task Forece ‘1/66 and, ot 1500, passed through
to take up the attacke Tho 3d Battalion, reinforced, pressed
steadily south thr;mgh ROCHE FICHET, ST. CLEMENT and cut {;he MORTAIN -
GER higlwoy near LES HAIES MARTINET where they bricfly halted beforo
rosuﬁ'iing the attack cast on the highway at 1900. The atback to the
cast succceded in rcoching BUTTE DUCIOCS where Task Force 1/66 joined
the 34 Battalion, and both assombled for the night,

On-the 14th, CCA pushed on through GER, wherc it tuméd soﬁth-'
oast and finé.lly reached 'LONLAY L'ABBAYE at 2000. The final objecctive
for CCA was HILL 329, north of DQMFRCNT, which was rcached at 1000, |
15 sugust. At this point, contact was made with the 824 Reconnais~

sance Battalion, and the -envelopment was completed.
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- During’ this period, the 82d Reponnaissanee Battalion was to .
geize DG‘AFRONT:'énd"' coﬁtae‘t CCA, "attaciking from the north. They fook'
their objeetive at léQQ , 14 August, and contacted CTA on 15 August..

Here CCA was relieved by ‘the 28th Infantyy Division and-rejoined the
24 Armored Biﬁsion heai*'Bi&RENTON“’on 16 Augus£.9 The 30th Infantry -
Division relieved the »82d"'Puecennaiss;ance Batﬁalion.

: Thus, with this link=up of CCA driving from the north and
lcft flapk of the VII Corps, and CCB driving from fhe south and right
flank of the Corps, thc encirclement closcd on remants of the Germon

Soventh Army which werc unable to eseapec back through the FALAISE -

.ground north of BARENTON, the 2d Armored Division (1ess CCA) held the

ARGENTAN GAP. (Sce Figurc 1.)

Here in a weck long struggle, the 2d Armored Division -.no’c ox;ly.
helpcd to smash the enemy's drive toward AVRI:NCHESQ.but by, mainta.ininé
constan;c pressure played a vital r/-ole in the near amihilation of the

German Scventh Amy as they fled caste. In its attdek and later defense -

of the wooded hills north of BAREWTON, CCB repelled numerous loecal
counterattacks with great loss to the encmye. A heovy toll of cnemy

troops and eqﬁipment were bakcne By clingingrtenaciously to the high

grour_ld which dominated MORTAIN. In the cnd this broke the German's -

back,

For the Germans, it was a costly _Eattlp. Time was as important - -
to the Germans as their immediate losscse In taking the desperate
gamble of an attack toward AVRANCHES, they scnt some of their best

wmits even decper into the NORMANDY trape. The enemy men and maehines
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which cscaped intact from the battleficlds around MORTAIN still had
to run the gountlet of artillery firc and bombs ncar F[;LIaISE. As O
rosult of the battle, they reached the escape gap days later than they
would hove .otherwisc__. By then the fig‘és- had thickencd and the route

of withdrawal hod become o narrow once

NOTES FOR CHAPTER VI

lRobcrt L. Howitt, Work Horse of thc Western Front, The Story
of the 30th Infantry Division (Tashington: Infantry Journal Prcss)e

2cho‘r't of Operations, First U. 8. Army, 1 4ugust 1944 to 22
Fcbruary 1945, p. l4.

3In‘ccr‘vievwr, General Kruger, Licutenant General of Panzer
Troops, LVIII Panzer Corps, Headquartcrs, U. S. Forces Europcan Theater,
Historical Division Opcrational History (Germany).

4C)p. Cite, Report of Oporations, p. 13.
5, ptor fotion Roport, 24 Armored Division, hugust 1944.

‘ 65-3 Poriodic Report, CCB, 24 irmorcd Division, 1 to 31 hugust

71xftor iction Report, CCA, 2d Armored Division, 1 to 31 August
1944. ‘

80p..Cit., After sction Report, 24 firmored Divisione

®0p. Cite, Aftor Action Report, CCA.



CHAPTER VII
SMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

iny oxamination into the facts of MORTAIN inevitably leads to
speculation on the proper use of available forcess The question whether
the 2d Lrmored Division was employed to the moximum advuntagé-rcmains
ono of the impondcrablcs of ware Were the inherent characteristics of
armor=-mobility, flecxibility, firec power and shock action--effoctively
utilized? Was the principle of mass properly observed? Did the Zd
irmored Division, in fact, accomplish the mancuver indicated by the
title of thisvstudy? Let us examinc the factse

A bricf review of First 4rmy dispositions on 6 ALugust reveals
that one of its wcakest zones lay to the south of MORTAIN; a vulncrable
gﬁp existed between the southernmost clements at BARENTON (3d Battalionm,
120th Infantry), and the north flank of the advancing Third Armye As

rclated in Chapter I, Seventh Airmy had contemplated an attack in that

arca, but discarded the plan in favor of the more direct route through
MORTAINS The 24 Lrmored Division, by its 1ightning;moveffrom’ST‘.

SEVER CLLVADOS to BARENTON, on 7 iugust, plugged that gape It is
doubtful that ony other Fifst.ﬂnny fgrce of comparoble strength then
available in the area possessed sufficicnt mobility to have performed
this missiqn at that crucial timce A review of other available forces
capable of mobile armored intervention reveals that they did exist

in Third Army; their employment, howcver, wguld have proportionately
weakened that Army's thrust to closc the FALAISE~ARGENTLN pockcte

This featurc of mobility, so well exemplified by the 2d Armored Division,

is one of the outstanding characteristics of armore
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Those who abhor the thougiﬁ: of an armored combat command sub=-
ordinated to an infantry division can doubtless rise to purple passion
over CCAt's attachment to the 28th Infan@:ry Division during mpst of the;
action recounted in Chapter V. However, the facts show that, concurrent-
1y, the 3d Battalion.,__lZOth.Infantry, 30th Infantry Division, was attach=
ed to the 24 Armored Division's CCBe And on 13 August, the lst Battalion,
ithh Infantry, 28th infantry Divisibn, was attached to CCA for the dash
to cut the GER-MORTAIN road. Some allowance must be made for the
exigencies of the situations Thesc attachments, and the division's
logistical support of all its units, including CCA, throughout the opera-
tion, are superlative testimonials to the inhereﬁt‘ flexibility of the
l2d Armored Division.
.What of fire power‘?\ What of shock action? Onc of the critical
terrain features of the arca is thc dominating ridge north of BARENTON,
shown on Figure I as FORET DE LANDE-PUURRIE(see also Figure 5)e The
attacks on this i'-idg_e, as narrated in Chapters IV and VI, denied the
Gormans their heretofore relatively froc use of the GER-MORTAIN high=
waye This, in turn, was a cogent factor in forcing the German with-
drawal toward GER. The guttgd tanks and the dead and dying Nordies of

Hitler's clite 10th SS Panzor Division left on the hillside that sultry

afternoon of 9 August were mute, but‘ eloquent} tributes to the fire
power and shock actioﬁ of General Brook's a,x;mor.

| ~ Some may contend that the separation of CCA from the rest of
the division was an a‘larming deviation from the principle '.. of masse
What 'do the facts show?

The 24 Armored Division, less CCA, by applying armorcd pressure
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to the Germon left flank, might be said to haye produced two distinct

cffocts on Seventh Army tacticss It dissipatcd the thrust of the 10th

SS Panzer Division, thus divorcing that division from its intended

mission cf driving to AV?ANCHE§.,A__15_0,1 by attacking the dominating
torrain overlooking ‘the GER-MORTAIN highway, it aided in rgzndering |
untenable the entire Germon posi.tior;, Meanwhile, CCA,. on the north,
constituted an ever present armored menace to the vulnerable Germﬁn
right flank. It is of interest to note that little substantial progress
was made by those elcments of First amy on the north during the period
6=9 Auguste On 10-12 Lugust, as related in Chapters V and VI, CC4, in
conjunction with infantry of tho 28th Infanfry Division, swept forward
nearly five miles.

There are vigorous».px-‘bponc_nts of the principle of mass who
will aver that tho_2d Armored Division could have been more profitably
cmployed as o unit. This thesis must be supported by the substitution
of an Qqual or superior force for CC4 on the north or for the rest of
the division on the souths It is doubtful that such force was readily
availablee. Oﬁe cannot reasonably overlook another salient factore The
2d 4Armored Division, as orgonized at MOﬁTAIN, wa.s ‘somewha‘c stronger in
fire power than is the prescnt armored divisione Thus, it possibly
lent _i{:solf better to divided cmployment,

The advonce of CCA toward the GER=MORTAIN road, which it cut
on .13 A;uk;;ust, and the link-up with the 82d Reconnaissance Battalion on
15 iLugust, bring us to a consideration of the typc maneuver involveds
As indicated by the title, the action of. the 2d.A_r1ﬁore'd.Division ot

LORTAIN may be characterized as a double envelopmente Field Manual
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100-5 describes such an offensive in terms of three forces, two cnvelop-
ing and one dirooﬁcd against the encmy fronte The cnveloping attacks
are directed against the flank or rear of ﬁhe cnemy's main force and
toward an objective in the rear of his front lince CCA, in conjunction
with other forces, attacked the Germon north flanke The division, less
CCL, drove against.thg German left. Simultancous pressurc of enormous
armored potential was thus brought to bear on both flanks of the penetra-
tion while othcer forces blunted its nosce The armorcd division's
objoctivﬁs‘W@ro GEL aﬁd the highway fo MORTAIN, Concurrently, on a
wider périmotor, the Canadion First Lrmy and the Third Us S. irmy were
cxceuting a similor mencuver at FALAISE=ALGENTLN .

The action at MOLTAIN may be divided into throe parts, cach
symbolized by o distinctive cvente The German's initial blow, as
related in Chapter II, constitutc; part once It is difficult to fix
specifically the time and placc of part two, the tuming of the tide,
but it is clearly reflccted in the quict, determined response of
Licutenent Kerly to the German surrcnder ultimatum of 9 isuguste The
infantry's tenacious stand on HILL 317 demonstrated the German's in-
ability to sustain hié forward drivce Part three, of course, is the
finale, the Hun's defeate. ~ If any oée event can be said to symbolize
the utter rout of the German ot MORTAIN, it is the meeting of CCAL and
the 82d licconnaissance Battalion east of GER on 15 auguste The threat
was over, the battle wone The gloomy days were paste The future
brighteneds The bludgeoned German fled back to lick his woundse Four

nonths clapsed before the menacing Panzer struck again in force, this
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time at 4IDENNES, on 16 Decembor 1944.

Tc the men in the tanks of the 2d fLrmored Division, the battle's
end brought .brief resp ites There were Bloody days aond bitter nights
ahcade The monner in which the division continued to distinguish it-
sclf is cloquently cxpressod in the richly descrved sobriquet “HELL OW

WHEELS ¢ "




I, UNITED STATES FOKCES (6-12 hugust 1944)-

APPENDIX-I
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(6 August 1944)
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II. GERMAN FORCES (6=12 August)

(6~8 August 1944)
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ITI. ORGANiZATIONVOF UNITED STATES DIVISIONS
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The infénmation shown above was compiled from best available -
~ sources. Aﬁ foicial'organization chart of the 2d.Armored Division
for 1944 was not available.

The 2& Armdréd;Division's principal deviation from the
standard organization éuthprized at the time_gcqﬁrred'in‘the armofed
regiments. - In each of these regiments the light tank battalion:&as
broken up and one. light tank company was assigned to-each of the two

medium tank battalionss At the same time one medium tank company -
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‘ from cach medium battalion was assigned to the light battalions This

and one light tank company sache .
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Dlscussmn )
It w111 be noted thut thc SS Panzer Division had a pcrsonnel
strength 4,370 e'reﬂter tho.n the P'xnzer D1v1slon. The SS Penzer- Divi=-
sion had the same unit organlz ation as the Panzer D1v1sion, but its
units were Hcavwr in both pcrsonnol 'mnd prlnclpal combat vehlcles.

The following ’cﬁblo shows a comn'xrlson of p&,rsonnel and tanks in tho

prima ry combat unlts of the two d1v1s1ons.

o ' . Pz Xw Pz Kw - Pz Kw Pz Kw
UNIT o E%SONNEL 11T IR v VI_

Tk Rogth j ' 3,500 15 18 . 88 88

Rogt, Pz Div 3,000, 52 28 . 28- 28

Pz Gron Regt 3,600

Gren Rogt, Pz Div 2,200

3S Ar’cy ch;t ‘ 8 400

 Arty Rog’c rz Dlv 2,800

‘ Thls comp:\rlsc;n shows uh'\u the 35 P“nzcrl Dlv:x.s ion w'xs‘ consider=

ably strongcr in tcm&s, particulary in medium (pz Kw V) and hcavy (Pzﬂ
Kw VI) types, ’ch'mn thc Panzer D1v15 ion. In medium an6 heavy tanks, the
SS P‘mzor Dnlys ion pDI‘O:{lI’l""bOly cqualle d the ncd]um ‘cml’ streng th of
the hmorican -hrmored D1v1s;onc The light tank (Pz Kw 111 and Pz Kw Iv)
strcngfh off‘thc 8§ Panzer Division, ﬁowover, was only app}-éximatoljr one '
th:.rd the 11ght tank strength of the smerican uI‘*’lOI‘Gd Divisione Thel
Panzer D1v151on had a jc_:_gj_:_a_}_.‘ tank stréngth approxmatmg one half the

’cotul tunks in ‘che umcrlca.n Armored D1v1510n, "1though twon‘cy-elght of

the tanks in tho German division wore ho“vy (Pz Xw VI), for Wthh the
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Lmerican division had no comparable vehiclos
Thu organlzatlon of the German Infantry D1v1s ion comp'a.red
closely to that of the hmerican Info.ntry Division (Sectlon III,supra),

howcver‘, the aggreg,a’ce ‘strength of the German division was appr oximately

24000 groa’ccr. |

For detailed s'budy of the characterlstlcs of Gcman combo.t

vchicles see Appendix V, Statlstlcal and Loglstmgl Sunmmry.
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V. GLOSSARY OF GERVUAN TERMS :
ﬁﬁ&z;ﬂgzgi (Infantry Corps) - A headquarters deslgned to

control a group of divisions in vhlch mfantry divisions predommated.

Battle Group - Battle groups were irregular units of a

A

\ temporary nature. They varied from less thsn company to division o

'strengtn and rare‘y remamed 1ndependent for 1onger tnan a monthe As

a rule they were known by the neme of thelr oonnnander. Formerly, they

were crea‘ced for special missions. Later (and during the counterattack

-against Avranches) they were usually the result of emergency measure's

and owed their existence more to chance than to planning.

—Grenadiez; - An honorary name, bestowéd upon the infantry |
soléier by Hitler in 1942, It is the automatic noménélature for.
infantry companies, b.attal ions, and regimentse

_I_.._ci}_l_z - Profix of demohst%‘a,tioﬁ mitse Thesé were originally

designed' orily as demonstration wmits for training purposes, but some

_were also used in the field. (The Panzer Lehr Divisi'qn, o demonstra=

tion division, was used as a combat division on the western front in
1944 ).

_OKH - This is the abbreviation for "Oberkommando des Heeres",

which denotes the Arrny High, Command.

OKW. - ThlS is the abbrev:.atlon for "Oberkommando der Wehrmacht",

D ——

which denotes the Armed Forces High Command . ThlS is the centrallzed

‘ command of the Army, Navy, and Air Force.

Panzer = Prefix denoting an armored unit.




’

Panzer Corps = A headquarters designed to control a group of

divisions inwhich panzer divisions usually predominated.

Panzer Grenadier - Amored infantry

§_S_‘-'- The 'Schu’czsté.ffelﬁ*, .or Party Elite Corps. Originally’
formed to furnish.pr‘otection for""political méeﬁir_xgs and bodyguards for
party leaders, it was expanfied‘to include police, military fomations, .
guard unit; ‘for c.on,c;,entmtioh camfas, and occupation 'lﬁifs. Persons
in S8 units were. seJ.f\ec‘ced ond they did not swear an oath ‘;o the !Father-
land?, but to Hitler, him5e1£, who waé the sup'rcn%c commandor of o.l]_.‘\

SS formationse The military branch was'the Waffen=-8St (Armcd=-SS )e
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Vi. HISTORY OF THE SECOND ARI’IORED DIVISION

The 24 ARMORED DIVISION was actlvated on 15 July 1940, with

Brigadier General Charles L. Scott commandmg. The Division's tank
elements were formed from the original Amorman Tank Corps of World
War I The 66th Armorecd Regimeont was a dixject outgrowth'of '{mvl‘tsj
first formed in 1917 whon an ;American Tank i:Corps wos organ;i.zed for
the AEF in FRANCE., Consolidation of thq exist}.ing tank corps’ after
Torld War I prodluccd the 1st Tanlc.GrOup in 1921. In41929.this tank
group was ’ro.orggnizcc_i into the lst and éd Toank Regimentse Later,
thesc two rcé;iments were roorganized again as the 6\6th. Infantry
.‘(light tanks ) cnd the 67th Infantry \(mediﬁm tonks )« The 66th bocame
port of a provis'iondl tank brigade formed in 1939, and whén- the Zd C
Armorod Brigadc was org'mized as part of the 2d Armored. Division, the
Rogiment was. rodesignated the 66th Armored Rogment (nght) o.nd

asmgned to the divisione Furthcr ch'mgos in 1942 produced the f:mal

form of tho Regiment.

The 67th Armored Reglment was a dlrcc’c descendcn’c oi‘ :the 30151:
Heavy Tank Battfullon that led the 27th. D1v1s jon in its SOMME a’ctack
durmg World Wor Is |

The third armored reg't was the 68th (nght), which was part
of the original t.o.nk brlgade of the Division. It was .reorgam.zed in
19426 ° | |

’j['hc iﬁfahtry comporient of the Division was the 41st Iﬁfantry

Rogiment, also a World War I wnit. The Regiment was’ reactivated m
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July 1940, °nd it became the 4lst Infyntry Reglmont (Armored ) of the
2d Armored DlvlSlOn-

The artillery of the D1v131on was formcd from the l4th Artlllory
Regiment, which served in troining troops-at The Artillery School, FORT
SILL, OKLAHOMA, dﬁring'World'War'If It wgs reécéiv&téd ané became parﬁ
of tho 2d Armored Division in July 1940 ds +he 14th Ficld Artillery
Regimont, and tho 78th Ficld Artillery Battaliona. "

Othor olemonts of the Division wore activated at FORT BENNING,
GEORGIA, from e:;cisting; regular army wits. The 7th Cavalry Brigade \
furnished the initial cadre for the 2d Reconnaissagce Battalion,llatef
écsignatcd'as‘the 824 Armored Roconnaissance Battalion;

The o;lglnal 24 Armored DlVlSlon'was built around the 2d
Armored Brlgade, c0mmandcd by Brlradlcr General Georgc Se Patton, Jre
The rcmainder of the Division formed a flexible support and supply/
ccholon;: In'Se?tomber 1940, GCnefal Patton qséuméd coimand of tho
Divisione . | . |

In 1041 the Division participated in bho Piold Manowvors of
the First, éccond, and Third Armiés, \

Foildwing fhcse nnhouvoré) the 14th Field Arfillery Regiment
was inacﬁivated and the Division Artiliery, cohsisting of Division ‘
Artlllory Hoqdquartors and threoe Artlllery Battallons, was -organized

in its placc. The three battallons were the 14th 78th and 92de

Tactical sub~headquarters, Combat Command A,ond Combat Command B wore

eroated from division persomncle A Division Trains Headquarters

y \
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' Compoﬁy was also addeds The suppor tmg «pecmhst mnts wer'e also
rédesigﬁated and remodelede ' ‘
The Division participated in maneuv.crs :Again.in 1942+ Upon
complotlon of the maneuvers, the D1v1sn_on moved to FORT BRAGG, NORTH
CAROLINA, where it took part in 'unphlblous \ﬁr&lnm, in CHESAPEAKE BAY ¢
| In the Fall of 1942 three 1and1ng teaxg_gs from the Division were
part of the Allie-d Force that landod in NORTH:AFRICA. The Division
did not participato‘in the TUNISIAN C.ampa'ign,'_‘f but was given the tactical
mission of gunrding the FRENCH=-SPANISH MOROCEO fronticrs During this
t - ‘cé.mpaign thé Division was commanded by General Ernest N. Hormone In
Moy 1943 General G;iffoy became the Division Conmnder;
During the Sicilion Campaign, clements of the Ijj.vis ion left
Africa from ARZEW, ALGERIA, and ORAH, and went ashbre in SICILY at

GELA. Here the Division took part in the rapid drive across the

. Island, its prirory mission being the capture of the City of PALERMOe
"Phe Division moved to ElthJD in November 1943. In March
- 1944 General Edword He Brooks 'Lssunod commond and the Dlvlslon par’c'-'

1clp~tod in invasion preparations durmg the Spring of 1944, -

The Division lo.rdcd in FRANCE dunm‘ the period 9-12 June
'1944.. Combat C'ommand' A, commfc‘cod with the 101lst ‘Airbore D1v131on in
the CARENTAN p.réa beoecame tho fix"st cleménts of ’chevdivisi'on t9.,.fi;ght
on the soil ‘of FRANCE. The Division c omtinued operations in this

“soctor of NORIANDY wntil 17 Julys Tt was assigned VII'Corps for the

( attack to break tho ST LO-VIRE river lincs The division continued to
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’ stback successfully in the area of PERCY-TESSY-VILLEBAUDON, and VIRE

wmtil the time of the Gormah countcrattack'against,AVRANCHES during

- tho night 6=7 Lugust 1944,

. NOTES FOR APPENDIX I

1 ' . _—
The data for Appendix I was compiled from the following

sources:

Military - Intélligence Division,éﬁ&deg'of Battle of The
German Army (Washington: Tar Department, -March 1945)

. } Staff Officers Field Manual, Encriy Foreés Organization,
Technical and Logistical Data, FM-E 101-10 (ashingtons
Government Printing Office, October l942§ ‘

Staff Officers Field Manual), Organizetion, Technical and
Logistical Data, FM 101-10 (Washington: Government Printing
Office, June 1941) ' : _

The Counterattack Against Avranches, an after action
jnterview with Brigadier General von Gersdorff, Chief of Staff,
German Seventh Army, accomplished at St. Germain, November 1945. .
Document 4-921, Trans. (7ashington: Special Staff, Historical -
Division: The Adjutant Generals Office) P :

. History of the Second U, S. Armored Division, .

‘ o ‘ o xiv
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LPPENDIX II

TERRAIN AMALYSIS

. \ . . !
The layer tinted map accompanyinz this appendix will serve

to orient the reader on the areé's topography. It will be_notcd
that the arca is generally rolling. With the exception of typical
Normandy hcdgerows,'there is little'dgnse forestatidn and foliages
Cross country movement was slow ond ﬁazardpus duc to the hedgerows.

The German reactbion to the terrain is described in Appondix
III. . - | | L e

Tﬁc hill moss approximdtely 3500 metres north{northwést of '
BLRENTON doﬁinatcd the GER-MORTAIN highﬁay. 24 Armorcd Division;s
attacks agniﬁsf this hill arc doseribed in Chapters IV and VI,
Hoté_thc abrupt south slope énd ‘the Saddle.

Hill 317 (‘shown as hill.Sléﬁon somc maps ), immgdiqtciy oast
of MORT@IN, wo.s hcld,by the cut=off battglion of the 3Cth infanﬁry

1

Divisione
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APPENDIX III

‘ X o , GERMAN OPERAGTIONS -

The American Concept of the Oberations

'\~§. ) .
As the enemy saw the American First Army gather momehtum %o

the southward out of ST. LO and finally break out ab Avchms,‘ his
resction iras swifte Pinned to the ground by Hitler's orders and by
the _Allied Air attacks, the Gemax}s massed all available armor to
counterattack the pafrcw strip which the American forces ﬁere pouring
through..\ His attacl begani on the 7th of Auguste |

_ denerals Eisenhwer and Bfadley were aware of the German
counterattack ‘preparati_ons. As General Eishenhower relo:’ces in hjts’
»"_Crusade in Burope":

Brodley and I, aware that the German counterattack was under
preparation, carefully surveyed the situation. We had sufficient
strength in . the imnodiate area so that if we choose merely to
stand on the defensive against the German attack, he could not

-~ possibly gain en inch,  However, to make absolutely certain of ’

\‘ our defense at MORTAIN, we would have to determine the number of
divisions we could have -in the enemy rear and to sacrifice our -

- opportunity to-achieve the complete destruction for which we had
hoped. Moreover, by this time the weather had taken a definite
turn for the better, and we had in our possession an air trans-
port servide that could deliver if called upon, up to 2000 tons
of supply per day in ficlds designated by any of our forces that
might be temporarily cut off.’ . ' .

When Bradley was assured of this support he determined to
retoin only minimum forces at JORTAT and to rush the others to
tho south and. east to begin envelopment of the Gorman spoar=-

o headse

This ¢oncept. and plan demonsirates the confidence‘that the
Amorican comandors had in thoir ability to hold the countoratback

while cnveloping from the south and cast.® Even had the counterattack

[~ 3 _ : xvii
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rcachcd AVRANCHEé and the sca it was felt that this succcss would only

bo tomporarye

Gormon Emplojm&nt of 7th Army in the Counterattack Agoinst AVRANCHES

Background and initial propﬂrat;ons

On the 27th of July, Seventh Ammy h&d made tho dccision to

countérattack the breakthrough from the ared pf COUTANCES to the south-
cast, cmploying hig-withdrawn'and rcérgahizcd tank formations whilg
defonding on thc‘right. Duve to éonstant pressurc by ground forces ond
A11i¢d air, hc was unable to do SO

"By'SO July the Amcrican brockthrough to AVRANCHES was necarly

" aecomplishcd. Scventh Ariny committed o. fow woak eloments against‘the

castern flank of the brcakthroﬁgh and for the frontal defonsc. Those
measurcs produccd no cffoet principally Because'Ailied air activity

had intorruptod communicationSvand mado troop m0vement during the day

1mp0831blo. However, if succossful the most thesc measures could

‘hopo to wccompllsh would have bovn to dolaJ the brenkthrough. chcnth

Army ot this timc had no rescrves for cwrrylng out successful counter=

mcbsurcs. 24 Pﬂhzer Division, Ponzcr Lehr Division, and 2d SS Poenzer

Division had 2ll suffcred heoavy lossos and were already ticd up so
that only small pdrté~of them could be committed for a counterattack

vrithout being assombled and roorgonized. The 116th Panzor Division

—had boen brought up to XLVII Panzer Corps about 28 July and was

committed immediately in the arca of PERCY to reinforcc the defenso of

that scotore On 31 July the 116th Panzer Division was ordercd to the

arca of VILLEDIEU, but only a small battle group could rcoach tho
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ordercd position. This group was cneircled and had to fight its way

back to the bulk of the division asscmblcd:in the area soutlwost of

FORET DE ST. SEVER. On 31 July it was obvious to all commonding stoffs

“in the West that the only way the situation’ could be changed would be

'to récapturc AVRANCHES, block the Amgricaﬁ;breakthnough,,and ropulse

all further breakthrough attempts.z

\ N .
The initial plan for the counterattack against AVRANCIES was

bascd on an order of Ficldmyrshal wvon Klugc,'éommandcr of irmy, Group

Be This order, reccived by Soventh srmy on SO‘July 1944, rocad as

follows:
/

"The decision of the Scwventh Lmy of 27 July, to broakthrough
from the arca of COUTANCES to thc southeast, is wrong, bocausc
the contaet with the west coast of the COTENTIN peninsula will bo
lost and the thus causcd gap in the front will give the enemy
the possibility to breakthrough to the southe Therefore, all
cfforts are to bec made to rovokec this dcecision. For this purpose
all availablc forccs must be committed. The keypoint ALVRANCHES

VILLEDIEU are to Ec held, and if the cnomy scizes thcng they
‘arc to be rccapturcd-

- On 1 Augqst, OK¥ scnt Ficldmarshel von Kluge an order that

read ﬂpprox1matoly ag follows:

Under no 01rcumstﬂncos is the cnomy 6 be allowed to gain
- froedom of action "in the opens" OB ‘est will got rcady 1mmcdiatcly
with 2ll available panzor units, for a large scalc counterattack
in order to push past AVRANCHES to the coast, cut off the cnomy,
and ‘dostroy the forecs that have already brokcn throughe A1l -
availebleo panzer wnits, regardless of their present commitmont,
arc to be taken from the other parts of the NORMANDY front, joined
together wnder onc spccla11J qualified panzer operations staff
qnd sent into a concentrated attack as soon as possiblee The
. outcome of the wholc campaign in FRANCE depends on the success of
thls attack.4

For the cownterattack, an attacking force consisting of armored '

wnits from I'and II 8S Panzer Co}ps (5th Panzer Army) and the armored

-xdx
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uzuts ﬁlroad_/ committed ’co tho. defonse wero ordorc,d to asscmble wder

XLVII Panzor Corps in the SOURDEVAL-MORTAIN areo

" hAn est:mate of thc sxtua‘clon cxtro.otcd from Ficldmarshal von
Klugo s dlury for tho 4th of August mdlcatos the asscmbly area ond |

the direction of attack for h:n.s orlgmml plo.n°
The 4Lmerican is trymg to oxp101t h:.s penetration at AVRANCHES
by pushing southwardly with massed: forces and isolatc BRETAGNE.
It is presently apparcnt tho mission of the enemy wnits moving
cast and southeast to scoure their oﬂst flank.

‘ Lfter repulsing the bréakthrough of the Engllsh “t the left
flank of Panzor Group West, a commitment of considerable. cnemy
forces in conjwmection with English Lrmy Group for operatiomnl
‘purposcs in on casterly dircction is no longer considercd an
immediate possi ibility. :

LArmy intonds to attack from the arca ST. MICHEL DE MONTJOIE=-
SOURDEUAL -BARENTON=DOMPRONT in o goneral dircction toward LVRANCHES
2long the linc south bank of ALLIEN-HILLS north and northwest - .
VIRE~STe LULRTIN-CHAMPS DU BOULT=3T. POIS, cmploying his withdrawn
and- rcorganlzcd t'mlc formntions, while defending the right flank.

The first mission is to cut off the *ncrﬁy wnits which ponotm-
tod to the south from their recar comnunlco.tlom a'ld to rc-est'xbllsh
our commum 1c tlons with tho cowst.5

!

The first stop in the propa‘mtion for the céun‘_tcrattack woes

“ \

the relicf, by the 84th Lﬁfantry Division, of the c’lgéfensivc scctoz" of

XLVII P;anzic_‘r Corps (24 Panzor D1v131on, 116th Pwnzcr Division, vnd 2d

S8 Ponzer Pivision)e These divisions plus 9th 88 Panzer Division and
. ? .

10th S§ Panzor Division (II Panzor Corps) were to composc the' attacking -

forco under XLVII Panzer Corps.es 4n Allicd attack in the north prevented

disongagcnont of the divis ions of II Ponzer Corpse Amorican penctra=

‘tion of the left flank of the 84th Ir\f'mtry DlVlSlon north of thc SEE

!
River scctor required that the 116th Poanzer Division, which had -

alroady assombled in the aroa of GLTHEMO, be again committed in this
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scctore
This roduccd the strongth of the main cffort for the first
timce 4 sceond rcduction came when it was détcrmined that ’ché situa~-

tion on tho dcfc,nsnre front of IXX'KIV Ly Corps would not permit tho

disengagcment of the Panzcr Lehr Division. Fur’chhr reduction occurred

vhen it was learned that the situntion in II SS Panzer Corps scctor.

would not allow the disengagement of the 9th c.nd 10th SS Panzer Divie

sions. The 1st SS Panzer Division, now onmmlttcd at CuEN was tho_

'only wmit of 5th P”nzor H Iy thu’c could be dlseng'\ged and ‘this dis=

engagement storted on 3-4 4 u"'us’c but the movement was dcla.yod and
the d1v1s:.on could not be cxpootod to complcte o.ssombly bef‘oro 6
f;ugust. ‘ ' : , .

, On 1 Lugust LXXXI srmy Corps, consisting of the 9th Panzor

'Dlvisa,on and thoe 708th Infantry Division, was wttaohcd to Scwventh

srmy and wo.s coma.ttcd on the left flank in the urc'x of LE HANS to

protecct thc hArmy on tho.t flank. Thé attachment of LXXXI urmy Corps

completed the Scventh Army organization for the countcmtfrc’f, which

wes to begin os scon os the units could be assorbleds The disposi-

"tion of the corps within tho larmy“ placed LEXXI sy Cdz‘*ps on the loft

to dofond to the south and southwest in tho goncral arca of LE HANS.

LIXXIV Lrmy Corps, on the right of LXXXI .my Corps, dofended to the

wost on o lino just east of, and gencrally contored on MORTAIN. II

Porachute Corps defendod on the right of LXXXIV Army Corps with

II SS Panzor Corps, 5th Panzor irmy, on its right in the vicinity of

tho juncturo botwoen:VIII British Corps and V Ue S. Corps. The XLVII

°
k4
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Ponzer Corps was the principal f:,ttac;lcing-forcg and attompted to

asscmble its ﬁnits in the SOURDEVAL-MORTAIN area. N

Despitoe the. fact that 1st SS szer D1v151on could not

. completely 'vssomble, Amy decidcd that the attmcb would begin at

/

062400 Augus’c. The decision to attack at night was dictated by 4llied

air '»ctlva In Jchci original plon 9th Panz;_or Division, now dtto.chgd

to LIXXT Lirmy Corps, was to have p'xrtlcmﬂtcc, in tho attack in the

B,REIT’“ON-ST. HILLIRE area, but because 11: w'\s com;ttod to the dclenso
in the areco fron BuRENTON—LE ILANS =ML YERNE, 1t too could not bec asscrbled
m timo for the attoclke 4
The finnl ovemlrl opcrm':ion plan differed éreatly from tho
plan as originally oonccived by Fioldmarsh"l von Klugece. The final
plan co lod for an ;.ttwck bctwoon LA SEE River and LA SELUNE Rlvcr
to ‘,VR:»HCHES to rcach the west coast of tho COTENTIN peninsula, and
cut off the rear communications.of the hLmericon forccs which had
broken uhrough. Considcmtion was given to an attack to ’chc soutﬁoast,

sou’ch of Li, SELWE Rivcr, then veor norbhoast agoinst AVR.NCHES, but

foor that the atback would stop at ST. HILAIRE and the additional time

" noeded to carry out this plan coussd it to be discarded.

. The plan was to push o wedge through JUV IGNY. to AVRLINCHES

with the main cffort in the conters. The 2d Panzer Division was to

attack in £he conter and to‘ push forward be’cweén the SEE sector and
the roand ST. PARTHELL'Y-J'JVIGNY to the west and to unrus'b p'zst STe

BLRTHELMY and opon the road from JUVIGNY L. TERTRE to AVRLICHES. The
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st SS Panzeor D1v1s ion was also to be commitbed Norc as soon as it

sorpleted’ assembl‘.iﬁg.v ' ' '

The 1‘6th Panzer Division, alrcady co"xmlttpd nor’ch of ’cho SEE

scetor on defensc, was to participate in the at_tack and to bc.ocholonod
in depth and to the righte. Its mission was th'x;ccfold: Firs’c to
protect the right flank o5f tho attﬁclcmg forccs, sccond, to contain
the cnomy forccs north of the SEE; and third, “to mo.lntwln contact w:ﬂ:h

\

tho defonsive. front of LXXXIV wruy Corps.

!

The 24 SS Ponzer Division was to carry out a pincer movemont

against I\IORT&; {. The division thon was to accompany the attack of the

main effort cchol'oncd in dopth and to the left. Elements of thc Panzer

Lehr Division were '\.ttucncd for rcconna \issance on the south flanke

LXXXI érmy Corps, with 9th Panzer Division and 708th Infantry

Division, was to protect the decp left flonk of the srmy in the

1A YENNE-V.,RENVE arcc and proevent bsmorican armorcd forces from penotra= -

, - 6
ting into the arca of LLEICON.
The primary rcasons for the deeision of amy to start the

commtcrat"ce.c?: against LVRLNCHES fron south of the SEE scetor was

&

'bucauso 1t wns félt thot the cuony urould be weaker in this area and

the cvaluntion of the terrain was faverable for this attoclk,.
The SEE sector was a tank obstacle and afforded natural -cover N

for the north flank of the cowmberattacks The terrain was the hedge-

row type terrain of NORMANDY and offered small possibility for the

~deployment’ of troopss South of the SEE sector were some hills which

offered be’ctezj observation for artillery and heavy weapons, in the’
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dirécﬁion of the offensive‘as well as to the north. Moreover the nainp
roads JUVIGNY LA TERTRE-AVRANCHES aﬁd_MONT GOTHIER~AVRANCHES were -
favorabie fof the attack and for supﬁly. In the south, the SELUNE
se§tor was a natuf&l obstacle for.tgé flank and a guide for the attack-
ing trogps. . ;¥ |
\The weal p&ints of‘the opcrgtion were‘the‘precipitgus prepara=
tions, the condition of the attackﬁgé troops,,and the difficulty of

assembling for the attack.

Except for the rolatively fresh 116th Panzor Division, all the

other divisions had suffered heavy losses dufipg\previous combat s

‘The 2d Panzer Division and 2d SS Panzeor Division had 50-60 percont of

their full strength. Onc panzer grenadicr regiment and one tonk

battalion of the lst SS Panzer Division had only 50 percent of their

’strcngth. The Divisions hod the following number of tonks ot the

stort of the attock:

Y.

116th Ponzer Division e.e s o o o o o » 20-25 tanks.

Zd Panzer DiViSiOno‘- ¢ @ o e ¢ o e w0 60“80 t&nks.

.2d SS Ponzor. Division « e ¢ o o o.s o o 20=25 tonks.

Total : ' 100-130 tonkse

~

The expected elemonts of the lst SS Panzer Division, the

announced~9th and 10th Panzer Divisions ond thq'frcsh taﬁk battalion

(typq'Panthor) of 9th Panzer Division scemed to be sufficient to ro-
place all of the tanks out of action.
. The ‘asscmbling fbr the attack had to be carried out wder

continuous fighting. The 116th Panzer Division'waé aiready engaged
' . e ‘
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ot PERRIERS. Its northern flonk was cndangerediby the critical situa=-

\

tion in the scctor of the LXXXIV Army Corps. T§§:2d Panzer Division

and the 2d SS Panzor Division wore in closec coﬁ%@ct with the cnomy in

their asscrmbly.areas at CHERENCE, ST. BARTHELMé;{and cast of MORTAIN.

Supply for the operation presertod no @éfficulties, because
the suppiy of the Army in tho arca of ALENCON,%ﬁs well cquipped and
-favorably situated. The shortage of soﬁs.spgéiﬁl types of ammunition
was duc morec to productionldifficultics thon to the inobility to
bring up supply, althoﬁgh the bfinging up of $upp1ies was influcnced
by cnemy air éctiviﬁy and was limited to the ‘hours of darknesse

N\

o .+ .= :First Phase (6-8 August)

The attack by XLVII Panzer Corps began at 2400 the‘night of
6=7 August. Thc attack agoinst ST. BARTIELNY did not start until the

carly morning of 7'August beeause the units of the 1st SS Panzeor Divi-

sioh.%hat werelattached to the 2d Panzor Division's left group did not

" arrive in timc. The attack in.this arca progressed well, however,
) : ’ Ll

and by daylight the right group of the 2d Panzor Division rcached LE

MESNIL ADELEE and the left group.moved past, ST. BARTHELMY to a point
13 milos cast of JUVIGNY-LA TERTRE. Furthor movemont during tho-doy

was prevented primarily by the A411iéd air supcriority.

The attack of the 116th Panzer Division had no o ffoct becouse

a strong Amcrican a?taqk-bn 7 August penetrated the scetor of the
[ : ' : :

© 84th Infantry Division, and it was necessary to commit the rescrves of

the 116th Panzer Division iﬁ this scctors

XXV
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..* : The 24 SS. Panzer Division seized I\IORTAIN on 7 August and
| ladvanced to the hills wes‘b of the v1llage. The occupled terrain '
could never be cleaned oubte Eneny groups remamed in MORTAIN -and
in the area east of the v111age. These groups ca,used small battles:

during the days that followed, and seriously wea_k.ened the fighting

_ strength of the 2d SS Panzer Division.
' During the day of 7 August no decls1ve ehanges were made in

the defensnre line of II Parac‘lute COrps and LXXXI Arm.y Corps. The

sitvation in the area of LXXXI Army Corps was crltlcal. American
attacks had seized BARENTON on the right of the corps, and were
approaching LE MANS on the left.

. The entire 1st SS Panzer Division arrived during the day of

7 August and was immediately committed in the center of XLVII Panzer

Corps to continue the main efforte. LYJO(i;Amy Corps was ordered to

commit the Sth Panzer Division in an attack from the area of BARENTON
toward ST, EILATRE. | | ”
\ The air situatj.on in the 'fore_noon of 7 August stopped the
who.le count_erattack; ﬁot one Gorman plane appeared over ‘i:he! areas -
Numorous tanks wore ‘mocked oub by rocket bombs of the Allied‘la_ire
,pla‘nes. Movemont in the combat area was ihpossible.

The enemy took counter measures during the day, starting

strong counterattacks qgains’c the spearheads of the 2d Panzer Divisioenm,

br_ing;ing; strong reverses from north of the -SEE sectore

The 10th SS Panzer Division was, on 7 August, being disengaged

from the area west of VIRE (II SS Panzer Corps), and was moving to
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reinforce the attacklng troopse The staff of UVIII Panzer Corps,

8th Mortar Brigade and one tank battalion (Panther) of the ch Panther

D1v1310n were also . ordered to rolnforce the attack. All thesa forces

could not arrive before 8 August, so the attack was discontinuecd
during the night of 7-8 August. The occuplsd‘terrﬂln was to be defended.
The defense was GOntlnued during the day of 8 August.

;ff“:i;JJ‘T o .-Second Phase (9-10 August}

The attack had been discontinued during the nigﬁt of 7-8 Avgust

and it was the intontion of the Army Group commander to attack again

- on 10 August after assembling tho arriving forces. On 9 August

Genoral of the Armored Forces Eberbach, was app01ntod commonder of the

&ttacking forces.s The newly arrived 10th SD Purzer D1v151on was

committed on the left boside the 2d 38S Panzer Division, and these two

d1v151ons ‘were attached to LVIII Panzer Corps. LVIII Panzer Corps, on

the left, oand XLVII Pwnzor Corps, on the right, were uttachcd to

116th Panzor Diﬁisidn, 2d Panzer D1V131on, and lst SS Panzcr Division,

remained wnder XLVII Panzer Corpse The main effort wds'to remain at

the left of XLVII Panzer Corps in the direction of JUVIGNY LA TERTRE.

7

During the period 9-10 August the Panzer Group Eberbach had.

to.be committod to defend its scctor instead of attacking. The 116th

N

Panzer Division was defonding to the north and to the west in the arca

’

of GATHEMO. 2d Panzer Division was driven back and was now fighting

jn the arcc of MORTAIN, and was being threatened on the south (1efﬁ)\

flank by an enemy thrust at BARENTON, where the 10th 83 Panzer Division

Ve
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"Panzor Group Eberbach' whlch now becqmc the princ1pa1 attacklng force. -
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was boinz committed. The 10th SS Panzor Di&ision had to fight cveon

' rius

beforc recaching its assigned position. Par’cs ‘of the 1lst §S Panzer -
Division had to be committed on the defensive front of LXXXIV Army
Corpss

The situation in LXXXI Army Corps was becoming continually

worsce The 708th Infontry Division was nearly destroyed. The 9th

Panzor Division was now fighting against superior forces in the arca

-

of ALENCON, | ‘ _ i
The attack was not continucd during this period.

R

*+*  Third Phase (1i-—12 August)

By 11 August the situation made any cowntcrattack against

!
AVBRANCHES impossible. The 9th Panzer Division was.now almost entirely

dostroyed in the arca of ALENCON. This situntion left the Army rear =

and\iﬁs cccess to the supply arco open td_onemy attock. 'Hitier now

>

authorized the use of Panzer Group Ebcrbach to reestablish the situa=

tion at ALENCON. ‘hen this had been accomplished, it wds‘tb reassenble

and continuc the attack against AVRANCITES, Since this ordor made it
also nececssary to dofond tho SOURDEVAL=MORTAIN assembly arca, only

. 1 .
pert of Panzor Group Ebcrbach could be uscd at ALENCONS

Enemy prossurc against the defensive front made it necessary

for the front line of LXXXIV Ammy Corps to be withdrawn during tho .

night 11-12 August to the linc; LA LANDE VAUMONT-HILL 338- west of

SOURDEVAL. Panzor Group Ebcrbach was to fall Pack to the lincs river

& | N , ' i
crossing approximately 1 mile south SOURDEVAL-HILL 314~ L. GRANDE

RCCHBE~hills north of FORET DE MORTAIN. This allowed the disengagement

1
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of 116%th Panzer Division, 24 Panzor Division, ond lst S8 Panzor Divi=-

sion during the night 11-12 Auguste ‘These diyisionS'worc to be

comnitted at ALENCON under XLVII Panzer Corpé; During .the ni'ght 12-13

August the 2d SS Panzor Division was also diséngagod and attached to

tho fofce committed ot ALENCON. No further:attempt was moade to éarry

out the plen to reach AVRANCHES, beecause Seventh Army was forcéd to

continue withdrowing wnits for commitment to provent encirclemente

NOTES FOR APPENDIX IIT

lGonoral of the Amy Dwight D. Eiscnhower, Crusade in Burope
(Garden City, H. Yo: Doubleday & Co., 1948) pe 275.

2Tho Cowmtecrattack Against Avranches, on After action intervid@
with Brigadicr Goncral Gersdorff, Chicf of Staff, German Scventh iArmy,

. a.ccomplished at St.. Germain, Novombor 1945. Document £-921, Transe

(fashington: Spocial Staff, Historical Division: The .djutont
Genoral ts office )(Cited hercafter ds'Gersdorff), pPs 2=5.

STbid, pe le

408 Tost (ftlantic Wall to Sigfricd Ling) 4 Study in Command,
Historical Divison, D.of & opecial Staff, Gore Rpte. Seriecs, Volwme I,
II, IIT (BUCOM: ED: OHOB: File=DA)(Cited horoafter as OB Host), pe 131le

_. 5Roport of Opcrations, First Ue S amy; 1st August 1944==-
22 February 1945, pe 5o .

¢ 6 PRI - . |
Op. Clu.g.aarséorff, p. 13«23,
"mbid, p. 10-11, i

|

h ' 8Ibid, Po 24:"410

st p———
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LPPENDIX IV
UNITED STATES AND GERMLN PERSONALITIES

UBITED STATES 1

. ) B 1
¥ajor General Edward H. Brooks ~ Comdg. Gon., 2d Lrmored Division.

_ D.S.SC., DB, (0.L4C.), LaM. (0.LCs), S+5.(0.LC.), BoSaMa
Gonoral Brooks was born in New Hampshire 25 hpril 93, received Bachelor
of Scicnce degrec in Civil Enginecring from Hoxwich University, Vermont
in 1916, Ho scrved on the G.S.C. from July 39 to Scptember 41, and
attondcd the following srmy S¢hools: ~Graduate of the &rmy War College
in 1937, Genoral Staff School in 1934, Field 4rtillery Battery Officers
Coursc in 1922. Was promotcd to lajor Genoral, LUS, August 42.

lajor Goneral Isanc Do *Thite - Comdg. Gon., CCB, 2d Armored Division.
RSM”IAL(20$£°LSS;(&L&J,BSJL(&LC%‘
Goneral Thite was born in New Hempshire March 01, reccived Bachelor of .
Scicnce degree from Norwich University, Vermont, in 1922. He is a
grodunte of the following ..xmy Sehools: Commend and Goneral Stoff
School, 39, Cavalry School Troop Officers Coursc, 28. Received promo=
tion to Major Genmeral, 4US, Morch 45. ' .
. 14
Brigadicr Genoral John H. Collier Comdg CCA, 2d Srmored Divisions
D£&L,L&L,SS.(ZO&S.L]LSM.(&L&.L ‘
Gonoral Collicr was born in Toxas Scptember 98, reccived Bachelor of
Seicnce dogroe from The Military Leodemy in 19184 Ho graduated from
the Commond and Genoral Staff School 1941, Cavalry School Basic Course
1920, Regular Course 1937, Advanced Equitation Coursc 1938. Receiveod
promotion to Brigadior General, 408, Novenmber 44. ' ’

Brigedicr Genoral Charles D. Palmer _ChicP of Staff, 2d srmored Division.
~ DuS.lie, LeM., S.8., BuS.H o '

Born in Illinois Fobruary 02, Graduatcd from United Statos Military
Leademy 1924, Commond ahd General Staff School 1938, Ficld .rtillery

~ School, Battory Officors Coursc 1929, Gonoral Staff Collecge 1942.
Promoted to Brigadicr Generel Jonuary 45. : 4

Brigadior Goneral Sidney R. Hinds CO, 4lst srmd Inf, 2d Hrmd Dive

DeSelie, L., Se8. (8 0uL.Ca) B.S.M (0.L.C.), C.R., Po H.
Born in Illinois Moy 1900. Groduated from United States liilitary
hoademy 1920, Commond and Genoral Staff School 1938, Infantry School
Basic Coursc 1921, Tank Scheool 1929. Promoted to Brigadicr General,
LUS, Earch 45. : ' '




Coloncl Pavl A.‘Diany co, 67th‘Armd Rogt, 2d Armd Div.
S.5. (0.L.C.) BaSM. (2 0.1.C) P.Hs ‘

Born in Massachusctts Hovembor 1904. Graduated from Norwich Univer=-

sity, Vermont,in 1927. Grodunted from the’ following Ly Schools:
Commend and Gonoral Staff College 1947, Cawvelry School, Troop Officers
Course 1932, idvanced Equitation Coursc 1938. Promoted to Colonol,

AUS, June 44..

OFFICERS AND STLFF, 24 LRMORED DIVISION, 6-15 JUNE?

Conmandiﬁg Goneral ‘ Mo jor Gencral Edward He Brooks
' Chicf of Staff Coloncl Charlos D Felmer
G-1 : | | - Lie;tenant Coloncl Lowcil S. Love
G-2 - - _ Lioutonqn£ ColonéllJessie M. Howkins -
G=3 a 3 Licutonant ColonelvRuséell 7. Jonna
G-@I . s ﬁioutenant Coloncl Charles Q. Peterson
G-1, Civil Affoirs " lajor Marcol F. J. B. Brunow |
Lir Officor | E Licuteﬁant.CQloncl'Josoph G Foohé.
sntinireraft Officer ~ Liéutenant Colonel Lawrence ie Dovlin
. Artiilcry € ormondor , " Licutcnant Colonel Carl I. Hutbon
/ChcmicaIIOfficdr Ligﬁtommﬁ;ColonclvRichaqd L. Labéiie
Enéinécr ‘ Licutenent Colonol Louis ., Correll
Hq, Cormondant S " injor Jaros D. Wobstér
Ordnanca Officer - ' Licutenant Colénol 4llon L. Harté‘
Pfo&osﬁ ﬁarshal L R Mo jor ‘John We Doran | |
'SigLﬁl Officer . - Licutenant Colonecl Ca?mon L‘ C1ny
Division Surgcon . Colonel ibner Zehm
~4djutont General o *Lioﬁtcnan; Coloncl Robért He Shell
Chaploin =~ L © Mejor Lawrcnce M. Nolson
Financoe Officor v LiCﬁfenant Coiénél Harold s Uhrbrock

t
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Inspeetor General
Judge Ldvoeate

Quartecrmastor

Lrmunition Officer

Special Servicoe Officer

Commending Officer, CCA

Commanding Officer, CCB

Licutenont Coloncl Erncst #. Howoll
lhjor Bdward N. Sylva -
Licutenant Colonel Louis 1. Flint
Coptain Charles E, Branson

Major Harshall‘w._ﬁickson

Colonel John He Collier

Brigadicr General Isaac Do White

CO, 41st 4irmd Inf Regt

CO, lst Bn, 4lst irmd Inf
€0, 2d Bn, 4lst armd Inf
CO, 3d Bn, 41st irmd Inf‘
¢O, 66th Lirmd Regt

CO, 1st Bn, 66th 4rmd Rogt
CO, 2d Bn, 66th .,rmd Rbgt
do, 3d_Bn, 66th .rmd Regt
€O, 67th Armd‘cht

CO, 1st Bn, 67th Armd Regt
C0, 2d Bn, 67th Armd Regt
€O, 3d Bn, 67th Lrmd Regt
cd, 7025,TD Bn (SP) \
€0, 82d Armd Ren Bn

¢0, 14th Armd FA Bn

[1¢] 78th‘Arﬁd.FA Bn

~Colonel Sidnoy R. Hinds
Licutenant Coloncl Martin J. Morin
injor Charles E. Ettor
Licutenant Colonol‘Marshall L« Crawlcy
Lioutcnant Colonel William M. Steokes
Licutcnont Coloncl Charles O. Parker

Licutenant Colonel Lindsay C. Harknoss, Jr

~ Major Hugh Re O'Farroll

Coloncl Paul 4, Diéno&
. Major 7illiam P. Ring
Lieutenant Colonel William_f, Stores, Jr
Lieutenant Colonel Harry Hillyard
Lieutenant Colonel John A. Beal |
‘Lieutenant-Colonel¥7hee1er G, lerriam
Major Lloyd G. VanCourt

Ma jor Harold G. Manard
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..‘ €0, 92d Armd TA Bn

€O, 17th Armd Engr Bh

CO, 48th Armd led Bn

€O, 142d Armd Sig Co

CO, 195th AAA (AW) Bn (SP) ' -

Lieutenant Colonel ¥illiam R. ﬁuéter
Lieutenant‘C6lonel Lawrence 4. Devlin
iieutenant‘Colonel.Louis H. Corrgll
Lieutenant Colonel Jolm S, Wier

Lieutenant Colonel Carmon L. Clay

€O, Co E, 120th Inf, 30th Div

Lieutenant Ralph A. Kerley® .

GERL

I COMUANDERS?

Army Group . "B"

7th Army

Panzer Group "Eberbach"

XLVIIAPanzér Corps

) N
LVIII Panzer Corps

\ ' LIXXI Corps

@  1i66h Pancer Division

A 2d Panzer Division

2d 8S Panzer Division

1Cth SS Panzer Division

’

Fieldmarshall von Kluge
Ss Oberstgruppenfuehrer Hauser
Gen Armd ForcésTEbefbach -

General Freiherr von Funck

. Gen Armd Forces Krueger

Gen.of:Cav.Kuntzen ot

~-laj Gen Graf Schwerin - — s

Haj Gen Freihcer von Luettwitz
S8 Oberfuehrer Baum

SS Oberfushrer Harmel

oy




’ : NOTES FOR APPENDIX IV

1 : oL

Army and Lir Forces Register, Vol I, II, Dept of the Army:
The Adjutant General's Office (. ashington: U. S. Government Printing
Office: 1948) Vol I & II. .

v

24Pter Action Reports, 24 Armd Div., 1 June 44-31 iug 44.

84 fter hotion Interviews, 24 Bn, 120th-1nf.

4'I’n.o Counterattaclk Against Avranches, an after action interview
w1th Brig Gen Gersdorfl, bhlcf of Staff, German Seventh urmy, accomplish=
e¢d at St.Cermain, November 1945, Document 4-921, Trans. (Washington::
Special Staff, Historical Division: The Adjutant Gencral's Offlce).
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I. SUPPLY

The supply lines were flexible; the Division used more distant
dumps as the nearer ones became empbty. Initially all the Division
dumps‘were near CANISY (Fig. 1)e The Division drew rétions an& £aso=
line from VII Corps duﬂps near ARIGNY and ammunition from the Army
dump near ST LO. irmy estab¢1shed an ammunition dump four miles south
of LE MESNIL HERMAN and XIX Corps had gasoline and ration dumps seven
miles hortheast of CANISY. 4s the advance continued, Lrmy established .
Class 1 and III truckheads four miles north of VILLEDIEU, fhirtyécight
miles from LE TEILLEUL; o Class V dumé two miles west of ST IARTIN LE
BOUILLLNT, thirty milés'from.LE TEILLEUL; and o Class V trgckhead five
miles west of BULIS. The Division used 2all of these dumpsse
The Division established two truckhcnds, one for each combatb

+

cormend. Truckhead "iBLE", supported Combat Command 4, consisted of -

the following:

12 2%'ton trucks for iAmmunition

26 25 ton trucks for Fucl and Lube

8 zé-ton trucks for Rations

3 235 ton trucks for liiscellaneous Supplies
49" Total '
= Lo R v

Trunlkhiand "BAKERY, supporting Combat Commond B, consistsd of the follow-

ing: .
18 2% ton trucks for Lmmunition
22 2? ton trucks for Fucl and Lube
5 25 ton trucks for- Rations.. ) -
5 2% ton trucks for ulscellansous Supplles
B0 Total
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Combat Commaend A received its supplies from truckhead VABLE"
even tﬁough it was detached. As Combat C ommand A drove tcward VIRE,
truckead "ABLE" followed closcly, opcrated 1n1t1111J near. PONTFAROY,
then moved forward with the advance.

Truckhead "BLKERY flrst moved to an arca throe miles wcst of >
VILLEBAUDON, then it moved to an arca two mllcs northeast of
MLR}UERA . Shortly\thoreaftcr,-the Division Trains moved from CANISY
and joinéd truckhead "BAKER" in the MARGUERAY arca. ¥When the Division
moved from ST POIS, truckhead “BAKER"‘ﬁovod to an area one mile south
of ST PCIS, "On 11 August, it moved to an arco two miles wost of LE

\ - ' ) 1
"TEILLEUL. On 12 Lugust, the Division ‘Trains moved noar ST POIS,
2

TABLE 1°

FUEL CONSUMPTION - 2D 4KMORED DIVISION

Gasolinc V-80 o | 383,675 gallons
Diecsecl Fuel, o A 6,360 géllons
'611,(5111 typos) 110,465 zallons

TPLE 2° '

AﬁﬁUNITION EXPENDITURES - 2D ARﬁDRED DIVISION
irtillery Ammmition 35,724 rounds
Other types 187 tons

Clacs I1I was a critical. 1tem during 6-12 August. The 1ong£
march of CCB further increased the consumptione Later, durlng the

month of August when the long advances 1ncreased the results were

that the Army Class II dumps could not be placed as far forward,

it iamee R ie L L

mmved forward as often, nor kept stocked to thﬂ former high lavel. -

o xxxviii ' o : j




The result was long hauls for resupply, thus further inecreasing the

gasoline cons-umption.4 Class IIT consumption figures for the period

1-15 August are show in Table 1,
Class V supply was the most critical item during 6-12 August.

The long haul from the Division baok to the ASP's and the 1ong haul

from the CZ depots forward to the ASP's created poorly stocked ASP’S :

and delays.5 Ammunltlon expendltures for the perlod 1-15 August are
shown 1n Table 2e
AMMONITION DXPENDITUD”S IV RELATION TO M JELG'
. REQUIREMENTS (78%h Armd FA Bn)
When an Armored Fleld Artillery Battallon is in g supportzh%
role in a relatlvolv static situation, ammunltlon expendlturé is high.

and fuel'requirements are*low. Fbwevev, when it assumes a supportlng

role in a taetical march ammunltlon expenalture is llﬁht and fUGl re=

quirements are heavy.

on 6 August, the 78th Armd FA Bn Wi “‘ifi"és i{:\ion one” mllar

soutneast of ST SEVER uALVADOS. The bat-ailon*was supportlng CCB from

R« 5

'relative‘staticxpositions. The batt allon &@partcd from pos1tlons near

. 8T SEVER CALVADOS on 7 August and execu%éd%a 52 mile tacticalvma:ch

to new posltlons two miles south of BARBHTON. During this march the
battalion ;upported CCB. It‘ls-interesting to note in Taﬁle 3 that
amnunltlon cxncndltures were 1455 rounds on 6 Auguste On 7 August,
when the battalion made the march, the number of rounds expended de=

croased to 188, Then on 8—9 August when the battallon assumed rela- |

't1Ve static p031t10ns the numbor of rounds, expcnded 1ncreased to 1471.

Table 4 shows that during the four days prlor to the march fuel requlre-

xxxiki-
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ments were lowe Then on the day of the march the fucl requiremcnts

were highe The 1500 gnllons of gasollnc used on 8 August was nrob-
ably for refilling the vehicle tankse

TABLE 37

AIMUNITION EXPENDITURES - 78th Armd FA Bn

6 fug 44 ‘Exponded 1455 rounds
7 Aug 44 .. Expended 188 rounds
8-9 hug 44 Expended ‘1471 rounds
10 Aug 44 Expended 1935 rounds
11 'Aug 44 Expended 1251 rounds
12 Aug 44 Bxpended 628 rounds
TABLE 48 )
GASOLINE REQUIREMENTS - 78th Armd FA Bn
3 Aug 44 Required 2000 gallons
4~ 6 hug 44 Requircd Additional 0
7 i ug 44 o - Required 2000 gallons
8 isug 44 Required 1500 gallons
9 Auo 44 Required 400 gallons
10~11 hug 44° Requircd additional 0 ,
12 4ug 44 ?equirod 500 gallons

TI. CRTTICAL O?DAALUE L0sSES (U, S.)
"The ordnance moterinl losses incurred by the Division were

much less than thosc of the German forces. Ue Se ond German losscs
are shovm inATaﬁlcs 5 through 104
9
. TABLE 5
2D ARUIORED DIVISION (1-15 August)

Small Arms (all typos) 39

Vehicle, Tank Rec, T=2 3
Gun, Machific, cal «50 & #30 9 ' Car, 4Armd, M8 7
Binoculars, M3 - 87 Car, H/T, M2 1
otch, Wrist, 7-15 jewels — 48 ‘Car, n/i, 14, 8lmm mortar 1
Lawcher, Rocket - ' 15 Carrisyr Pors, H/T ‘M3 9
Mortar, 60mm . 2 -Trucg,';-ton 17
Tanlz, Light, M5 - \ 6 Truck, 2§'ton 2
Tank, Med, M&AL ' 27 Motoreyele, Solo 3
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TABLE 6

CRITICAL ORDNANCE LOSSES, CEB (1-31 August)

Tanks, Med (75mm Gun)
Tanks, Med (76mm Gun)
Tanks, Light
Car, Armd, M8

Car, H/T, M3

Truck, 2z-=ton
Truck, %vton
Motoreycle
Trailer, l-ton
Mortar, 8lmm
Mortar, 60mm

TABLE

1

HEHEMF WD ON P A

III. CRITICAL ORDNANCE LOSSES (GERMAN)

11
7;1

CRITICAL ORDNANCE LOSSES (GERMAN)
Reported by CCB (August)

Tanks, Light

Tanks, Heavy and Medium
‘88mm Guns

AT Guns

Artillery Pieces

Hal f~=Tracks

Trucks

Vehicle, Light

SP AT Guns

AA Guns

Nebelwerfers and Mortars
20mm Guns

Armored Cars

lictorcycles andeicycles

TABLE

12
53
14
17

27
77

QW™D WO

812

CRITICAL ORDNANCE LOSSES (GERMAN)
Reported by 7024 TD Bn

Mk III Tank 1
M IV Tank ‘ 12
Mk V Tank Co12
Armd Car ' -6
Trucks 6

French Hotchkiss Tank
AT Gun

Ren Vehicle
Motoreycle

o



Volkswagon

13 -

TABLE 9

CRITICAL ORDNANCE LOSSES (GERMAN)
. Reported by 67th Armored Regiment (August)

150mm Gun, How 8 Truck, Large

88mm Gun ‘ 18 Truck, Small

75mm Gun 7 Anbulances

20mm Gun 3 Sedans

Nebelwerfer 5 Trucks, +-ton

40mm Gun 2- Motorcycles

AT Gun-(Towed ) 1 Armored Cars

Mk II Tank 2 Artillery Pieceés

Mk III Tank 9 Half=-Track

Mk IV Tank 17 Bicycles

Mk V Tank 23 Trailers

ik VI Tank 1 Launcher, Rocket
TABLE 10%*

CAPTURED GERMAN ORDHANCE MATERIAL (1-15 August)

Truck, 3/4-ton

Truck, l=ton

Truck, 2-=ton

Tricycle, W/%rack
Motorcycle w/élde car
Car, Ren, 5=ton

Hotoreycle, 1;Cy1

R R o

Sedan, Light
I'ercedes, Pers, Carr
Rifle, MS8

Gun, Sub-machine

Gun, Machine, FS&

.Gun, 88mm’

- ‘Finder, Range

Telescope, BC

IV. VEHICLE CHARACTERISTICS

Vehicle characteristics shown in Tables 11 and 12,

© @ P ®

-t
Q0D
(ol AC IO RO NN ol oV}

1

=
DB O W

and

photographs iﬁ Figures 2 and 3 are included to give the reader an

idea as to the general types of vehicles employed in the MORTAIN

actione
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' ‘ TABLE 11'°

VEHICLE CHARACTERISTICS (U. S.)

: WEIGHT ,
TYPE ‘ (Gross Tons ) ARMAMENT DIMENSIONS
Cdr, Armored, M8 9 1=37mm Length 15.4 f%
1-cal. 30" = Width =~ 7.3 £t
MG
Height 6.2 ft
Car, Half-Track, 1i3 10 l1=-cal..30 Length 19.8 ft
G

Width 6.5

&

Height 6.0 £t
The M3 is primarily a personnel carrier. The M2 is princi~-

pally & command vehicle. Its normal armament is one cal +60 and one

‘ " eal o 30 MG,

.Tank, Light, M5A1 17 1-37mm Length 1446 ft

Mis .
Height 7.5 ft

Tanlk, Medium, M4 33 1-75mm  Length 19.3 £t .
9-cal..30  Width 8.6 ft

MGS
Height 9.3 ft

Tank, Medium 14 (76mm Gun)

This tank has the same characteristics as thelM4 (75mm Gun)'
tank except”fdr the gun. The superiofity of the 76mm‘gun-over the
75mm gun was clearly demonstrated, with the result that a great demand
fori?Gmm.gun tanks was createde The 76mm.gun tanks were made availe~

{. " able to the Division.t® o
' xliv

 2-0al..30  Width . 7.4 £t
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TLBLE 1257

VEHICLE CHARACTERISTICS (GERMAN)

T WEIGHT

TYPE _ (Gross Tons) - - ARMAMENT DIMENSIONS
Tank, Light; Mark II - 9 1-20mm
1-LYG
Tank, Light=todium, 18-20 1-37mm or  Length 17.7 £t
Mark III 50mm
2-LiGs Width 9.8 ft
Height 7.8 ft
Tonk, Medium, Mark IV 22 1-75mm gun  Length 19.3 ft
2-LiGs Width 9.6 ft
Height 8.8 ft
Tonlk, Heavy, 36 1«75mm gun
"Panther", Mark V
» . 1=37Tmm gun
Tonk, Heavy, 45 1-88mm gun  Length 2040 £t
"iger", Mark VI : : , )
2-L1G s Width 1247 £t
| Hoight 9.5 ft
150mn (SP) Gun 1-150mm How * Length 18.0 ft
Width 7.3 £t
 Height 645 £t -
SETE

e RN g ko



TABLE 1318

CASUALTIES, 2D ARMORED DIVISION (6-12 August) )

6=7 Lugust - 0
8 August - 7
k9 August - | o 14 ;_i‘ - S L
10 hugust ' | 47
11 August ‘ 84
12 August 27
Total 179 . ' >
19

TLBLE 14

REPLLCEMENTS, 2D ARMORED DIVISION

" 6 ALugust | 129
.7 August o 5
Biugust . .. . ... -0
9 sugust : _ 0
lo‘August | ‘ ‘ 69
11 fugust | RPN
12 Lugust .. 0
Total 226 -

V. CASULLTIES

The casuhlty and replacement figures shown in Tables 13

‘and 14, respectively, 1ndlcate that the D1v1s1on recelved more

replacements than casualties during the period 6-12 Jluguste The
D1V131on reoelved fewer casualtles on 6=7 hugust because it
apparfntly met light resistance during the attack through FORET

DE ST SEVER and the 52 mile tacfwcﬂl march to LE ”EILLEUL.
-xlvii



The casualties were the heaviest on 10-11 Lugust apparehtly because
the Division had to repel numerous cownterattacks while maintaining

o constant pressure against wnits of the 7th and 15th German Armies .

VI. REPLACEMENTS_

..The Division -received replacemenﬁs from the 86th Replacement
Batfalion, which was near L& HLVARDIERE.ZO Usually, the Division
received replacements within 24 to 48 hours after it forwarded requisi=-
.tions. For exomple, on 10 iugust, Lieutenant Haomilton, a platoon
leader of Company C, 17th Armored Engincer Battalion, was seriously
woundeds Staff Sergeant Dempsey, the platoon sergeant, assumed
command of the piatoon wmtil he received an officer replacement on

A12 August.21 The Collecting Companies of the Co;ps Medical Battalion
returned the casualties which were Being returmed to duty.22 For
cxém@@§!4during Lugust the 92&,Armd,j% Bn. received 12 recplacements,

vhich were mostly personnel casualties being returned to duty.as

ViI. PERSONNEL EVACULTION 4ND MEDICAL SUPPORTZ4

The 48th .irmd Med Bn provided ovacuation for personnel
casunlties of the Division by attaching an armorcd modical'company
to each combat command. Hcadquérters and Headquarters Company dis=
placod 38 mgles during the period 6«12 Augﬁst to perform supply and

administrative functions of the battalion. Locations of Headquarters,

48th irmd licd Bn werc as follows on dates shown:

xlviii



August 6=9 CANISY . : -
Lugust 9-11 Near MARGUERAY - :
Lugust 11-12 Near CUVES

Company A dispiaced 13 miles during the period 6=12 August
. i

£o provide medical support to CCA and attached wmitse Company A

t

operated treatment stations at the following places on dates shown:

- =~ " Gugust 6-11 1 mile south of PONTFAROY
: % mile southwest of BEAUMESNIL
- August 11-12 4 miles west of VIRE

Company‘B displaced 46 miles during the period 6=12 August
to provide medical support to CCB and 5ttached wnitse On one
occasion neaf CQVES, C émpany B transferred casﬁalties directly from
company ambulances to army ambulances. ‘Usually, army ambulanceé |
received casualtics at the Division Clearing Station. Evacuation
st difficult on 9 August because encmy mortar and artillery fires
were falling on the only approach to the front’line positionss To )
‘alleviate this problem Company B established an dé%ﬁhcédﬂéﬁbuiaﬁcer‘
point aléng tﬁe moin roode Haif-track ambulances transported |

cosunlttics over a tank trail to the advanced ambulance pointe. Company

B operated treatment stations at the following places on dates shown:

August 6=7 1 mile northeast of PERCY
August 7~10 ‘1 mile north of LE TEILLEUL

2% milos oust of ST SEVER CALVADOS... |
|
\
August 10=12 13 miles northeast of LE TEILLEUL |

|

Company C displaced 35 miles during the period 6=12 August

to provide medical support to Division Reserve and Division Trainse

’ . x1ix



Company C operated treatment stations at the following places on

dates showmn:

August 6-7 ST MARGUERAY
August 7-12 2 miles north of LE TEILLEUL
August 12 1 mile north of LE TEILLEUL

VIII. VEHICLE EVACUATION AND REPLACEMENTZ®

The Maintenance Battalion-provided orénance maintenance
support for the Division by placing maintgnance companies in direct
support of each combat command. On 6 August, Company_C supported
Combat Command A and Company B supported Combat Command B. These
companies usually operated within one or two miles of the fighting -
troops. On 7 August, the maintenance personnel received 3 casualties
which were caused by a sinéle plane strafing. .The'suﬁporting
vmaintenanCe-companies established wvehiclé collecting points for eaéh
combat command and the maintenance battelion established a division
vehigie;collectingépééﬂ%-w%th—%hé;ﬁfﬁiEEon Tralns. Thé Méiﬁﬁenanée
Battalion,less detachments, was located at the folldwihg-places on

dates shown:

August 6 ) 2 miles south of CANISY

August 7-10 ‘near ST POIS
August 12 - southwest of LE TEILLEUL

The Maintenance Battalion effected the replacement of vehicular losses,
usually with 48>to‘72 hours after the reported-loss; For example,

on 6 August, Company A, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion, 1osf a half-
track dve to cnemy firec. On 9 August, Company A reéeived a replace-

mont for the half-track.?®



IX. ENGINEER SUPPORT?
The 17th Armd Engr Bn furnished engineer support for the
Division by attaching armored engincer companies to combaf cormands
and other division clements. During the period 6-12 Augﬁst the

Battalion (-) operated under Division éontrol~ in close support of

Division Resorve. Connany A was 1ttﬂched to Comhat Command As

Company C was attached to Combat Commond B, and Company D, minus one
platoon, was attached to the 82d ALrmored Roconnaissance Battalion.
QnO’platocn of Company D was attached to Division Headquarterss
Company E was attﬂcqed to D1v1s1on Trains. During thc month of
August the Battalion operated five water points. Division Artillery
used the engineer D=7 bulldozer to dig gun positiéns. On 9 August,
the Engincer Battalion‘(-) removed wooden dummy mines near BARENTON.
Battalion (=) wﬁs.locatcd as follows on dates shdwn: |
~Auwusﬁ_5_1___—_——————~————————neﬁr CGUE@ﬁVRKY’BOiSBENKTRE
August 7-11 . 1 mile nortlwest of LE TE ILLEUL
ALuzust 11=12 .1 mile soutlwest of BARENTON
During the.period 6-12 Aﬁgust, while supporting CCA, Compony
& attaqﬁ ¢d platoons to tank batt lions, removed mlncs, cnd built a
culvert crossing. During this action thres enlistod men were killed
and three wourdcd.ga
qulng the “crlod b-LZ “uwust ’Comoﬂny B, which was part of
Battalion (=), cxecuted the following ﬁlSSlons: Attached o plﬂtoon
o the advapco guard of CCB; planncd and manngd roadblocks; foughﬁ

e . . » 29
as infantrymen on mission of contacting the enomy; and outpostinge



During the period 6-12 August, Company C, which was attached
to CCB exccuted ’che'follcwing; nissions: Constructed and sandbazged
two splinter=-proof dug-outs for CCB Headquarters; deployed as infantry=
men in forward positions; 'opemted a watgar point; removed a roadblock
of 46 minecs; dostroyed two encmy machine guns with AT Rockots; built |
roadblocks; obscrved division artillery fire on 4 éncmy artillery

pieces and cffected their destruction; and constructed culverts and

.3
by-passcse ©

During the period 6-12 August, Company D, which was dttached
to the a2d Arméred Reconnaissaxicé Battalion, executed the following
missions: Destroyed o bridge in LONLAY L' ABBAYE; demolished a
small encmy cmmunition dump in LONLAY L' ABBAYE; destroyed two bridges
no:;r ROUELLE; and assisted in destroying four cnemy vehicles.

* X. UNIT STRENGTHS

UNIT STRENGTHS (August) - .

UNIT QOFF WO EM

824 imd Ren Bn®% . | 52 1 955

48tk firmd Mod Bnoo 48 463

24 irmd Maint Ba o 36 15 860

Jith frmd B Bn®5 46 3 723
78t Amd T4 BndP 49 3 729

92d hrmd Fh Bn! | | 50 | 750 | ’




XI. CONCLUSIONS

4fter enalyzing the available reécarchAmatcrialé from
" which the Statistical and Logistical Sumary was made, the follow-

ing conclusions hnve been reached:

1. The supply, maintoenance, and medical support-affo:dq@__
“the Division ﬁés'gdédﬁdté‘dﬁd wasyérépoﬁly employed.

2. [Even though Class III and V supplies were critiéal
during the period, the shortages did not materially restrict the
Division in accomplishing'its mission.

3e The enginecr support afforded-thp Division‘was adequate -
and aggrossive and the cngincor's cxecution of infantry missions is

v

comendablc s
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APPENDIX VI

DLILY DISPOSITIONS

7 August 1944

2d Armored Division

Troops:.

Headquarters and Headquarters Company

Service Company

142d Ldrmored Signal Company

Hoadquarters, Combat Command A

‘Headquarters, Combat Command B

41lst armored Infantry Regiment

66th Armored Regiment : -

67th Armored Regiment
' 1

Headquarters, Division Artillery.

14th Armored Field Artillory Battalion (105mm SB)

78th irmored Field srtillery Battalion (105mm SP)

924 Lrmored Field irtillery Battalion (105mm SP) .

17th Lrmored Engineor Battalion

824 Armored”Reconnaissancc Battalion
Hoadquarters, Division Trains

48th Armored Medical Battalion

Maintenance Battalion

Supply Battalion



Attached Units

62d srmored Field Aréillery B&ttaiion (165mm SP)

65th Lirmored Field Artillery Battﬁlion (105mn SP)

258th Field 4Artillery Battalion (l55mm'ng)

195th Lntiaircraft Artillery (£7) Battalion (SP) UV 7
7024 Tenk Destroyer Batbalion (SP)

34 Bottalion, 120th Infantry

Battle Group 2, Task Force "X", 3d irmored Division

Tosk Orgonization ' : \ Disﬁositions
CC4 | ' ~ ﬁétachedAfroﬁ'Division
' ‘Hé, CCLA ‘ at 1100B, in XiX Corps -
66th Lrmd Regt (=2d Bn) Reserve Vicinity VITE

Co A!L, 17th Lrmd Engr Bn

- Co 4, 48th irmd Med Bn

14th irmd Fi Bn

Bbry D, 1956h il (£7) Bn (SP)
"Det, Haint Bn |

Co 4, 7024 TD Bn (sp)

2d Bn, 4lst .rmd Inf Regt (= Co E)

2d Bn, 65th irmd Regt  Aittached to 28th Inf Div

(XIX C_Aorps )
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CCB

Hq, CCB

67th 4rmd Regt (-1st Bn)

78th srmd Fi Bn

Co C, 17th irmd Ef;gr Bn

1st and 3d Bns, 41lst 4rmd inf'ﬁegt
Btry i, 195th 4k (47) Bn (SP)

Co B, 48th irmd YMed Bn

Det, linint Bn

7024 TD Bn (SP) (~Co 4)

Battle Grouwp 2, TF "X%,
3d srmd Div (1 Tk Co (<10 Tks)
and 1 Armd Inf Co (--80 men)

Order of -Farch (CCB)

Ren Co, 67th ..rmd Regt

Advance Guard

o

3d Bn, 67th ,rmd ch'b

Co 4, 4lst 4rmd Inf Rogt

1 Plat, Co C, 17th ;rﬁd Engr Co
Btry 4, 78th Lrmd Fi Bn (1 Plat
Btry 4, 195th 44h Bn, atehd )

1 Plat, Co C, 702a TD Bn

lviii

Departed vicinity ST.

SEVER CALVADOS at 0530B.

Moved to wvicinity

BARENTON via ST. POIS,

LE IESNIL GILBERT, CUVES,

REFFUVILLE, ST. HIL4AIRE
DU HLRCOUET, BUAIS, and
LE TEILLEUL.

Leooding élements arrived
B4ARENTON 1600B, closed
2530B.

Holding southern part
of BARENTOW. .Atbtached
to CCB on arrival

16008 ) - |
ST. SEVER«CI;LVJ';DOS to

B.LRENTON .



Moin Body
Porword CP, CCB
78th Armd FA Bn (- Btry 4 )(Btry 4,
195th ALk Bn, =2 Plats, atohd) |
Hq CCB, (-Fwd CP)(% Plat, Btry 4,
165¢h ALk Bn, atend) -
1lst Bn, 41st ;rﬁd Inf Regt (~Co 4)
Co C, 7024 0 Bn (=1 Plai)
Co C, 17th irmd Engr Bn (=2 Plats)
674k Lrmd Regt (=1st, 33 Bns and on Co)
1 Plat, Co C, 17th Lrmd Ingr Bn
53 Bn, 4lst irmd Inf Rogb
62d Armd Eﬁ'Bn (under Div Arty Contfol)‘
7024 TD Bn (~Cos & and C)

G0B Teine.

Combat Trains, CCB (% Plat Btry A,
195th A.AI‘\. Bn, atc‘hd)

Co B, 48th Armd Med Bn

Det, Maint Bn

Rear guard (Tk Sec, 67th Armd Regt)
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Div Arty
Hq, Div Arty
92d Armd FA Bn

624 Armd FA Bn
» égfh Afﬁé fﬂ én
258th FA Bn

Div Control
Hq and Hg Co, 2d Armd Div
(1 Plat, Co D, 17th Armd

Engr Bn atchd)

Service Co

17 rmd—Engr—Br{=Cos &,C,D less

1 Plat and Co B)
82d Armd Ren Bn (Co D
- 1 Plat, 17th Armd Engr

Bn; atehd)

1x

OB07TI58

Support 82d Armd Ren Bg
Genernl support, Reinfe

.78th Ayrmd FA Bn.

Direct support, CCA,

Reinf 14th Armd FA Bn

"General support of Div

(=CCA)

 Departed vicinity ST. SEVER

CALVADOS at 1700B, moved
over route of CCB to

vicinity LE TEILLEUL

As advonce guard of Div

~ departed vicinity ST

SEVER CALVADOS ot O010B,
moved over route of CCB .
(above) to vicinity

BARENTON o




Div Res’

4lst Armd Inf Regt (=-1st,
3d Bns and 2d Bn léss

Co E)

1st Bn, 67th Armd Regt

€6 C, 48th Armd led Bn

. Div Trains
oo Rt ol

Hq Div Tns

Yaint Bn, (=)

Supply Bn

48th 4rmd led Bn (-Cos

"4, B, &C) | ’

Co E, 17th 4rmd Engr Bn

8 hugust 1944 -

.. Task Crganization

Departed vieinity ST,
MARTIN at 1700B.

foved over roﬁte of CCB«
Closed vicinity

BARENTON at 0807158
Por dispositions of
tréins elements and
ser;ice-installations

see'Appendix Ve

_CCA:  'No change

CCB:

Wi

' Hq, CCE

XiX Corps Reserve,

vicinity of VIRE.

lst Bn, 41lst Armd Inf Regt (Reinf) Attacked 0800B to |

1st Bn, 4lst Armd Inf Regh
1 mediun tank Co, 1 1t tank
Plat, lortar Plat, fLssault

- Gun Plat, 3 Bn, 67th Armd Regt
lst Plat, Co C, 17th &rad Engr

Bn ‘
‘lxi

take hills at
(Te93675)_and

(T673098)s Hctunlly
secured line (T675095) 1

to (T691080)




' Sd-Bn,”41st Armd Inf Regh
1 med tk Co, 1 1t tk
Plat, Mortar Plat,
Assault Gun Plat, 2¢

- R “Bn, 67th Armd Regt

5& Plat, Co C, 17th Armd
Engr Bn

Battle Group 2, TP "X"

34 Lrnd Div

3d Bn, 120tk Inf

®
CCB Reserye

67th Armd Rezt (-Ren Co,

.. -+ istond 2d Bosy - oo

3d Bn, 4lst 4rmd Inf Regt (Reinf)

Attacked 0800B to

take hills-at

(7660075) and

(7673098). Reached

(7659087 ).

Attacked, scoured hill
at (T665070).

Held towm of BARENTON,

' atchd to Div Dles.

. Position I% miles M7

of BARENTON

7024 TD Bn (SP) (~Co 4)

(2d Plat, Co C, 17th Armd
. »

53

ngr Bn, atchd)

(-1 med tk Co,1 1t tk

plat, Hortar Plat; and

issault Gun Plat) |

Ren Co; 67th srmd negt

Co C, 17th Armd Engr Ba (=)
78th Lrmd Fi Bn»

Btry A, 195th ih4 (K7) Bn (SP)
Ixii

Tt 2d Bﬂ,'evth'armd‘negt','"'*”" R

South of LES HEGUINIERES



CCB Trains
Co E,»éGéh srmd Med Bn
Det, Maint Bn
iv Arty: No change

Div Control

© Hgq & Hg Co

Service Co

No change ’

17th Armd Engr Bn (~Cos 4, C, D less

1 Plnt & E)

824 4Lrmd Ren Br (Co D, 17th irmd Engr

Bn less 1 Plot, atchd)

Companies reconnoiterred
toward I'ORTAIN, SOUNDEVAL,
4BR, and FLERS. Guarded

bridges over Li VARENIE

Rivere - - - -

Div Reserve

3d Bn, 120th Inf

Div Troins
Rt i tduadomcids &

Crganization unchanged.

Ixiii

To Div Res Control,

0800B., Div Res closed

“Vicinity LE TEILLEUL

.080715B. lLssumed control

of BLRENTON at 08008,



9 Lugust 1944

‘Task Organization

CCA: No change:
CCB:

lst Bn, 41lst Lrmd Inf Regt

(Foint)
3d Bn, 41st 4Armd Inf Regt
(Reinf) .
Battle group 2, TF "XV,

34 firmd Div

3d Bn, 120th Inf

Dispositions

No changes

Lttached, secured high

ground at (T670100)

Established road blocks
at (T667700), (T649697),
(T641696)s To Div Ros
Control at.lGOOB.
Reliovea of mission in

-

BATENTON by elements 1lst

" GCB Reserve

Ren Co, 67th Armd Regt

CCB Trains

No Change

Ixiv

at (7665085

—py, T57¢h TeF (3560 Tnf

Div), at 1835B. ittacked

after dark, securcd hills

]
Entered assembly area

‘south of BOUSENTIER.

), (T673098);



Div Lrty
et 24

65th srmd FA Bn

Div Control

17th Armd Engr-Bn (-
Cos 4, C, D (less onc
plat) & B)

82d Ren Bn (.Reinf)

Div les

e ————

Relieved of direct support

of CCA and reinforcing

mission to l4th 4rmd FA Bn.

stehd--Div TRes e

Patrols occupied ST
GEORGES ROUELLE. Patrolled
BARENTON-DOMFIONT highway,

guarded bridges ove

L4 VAIENNE Rivers

Passed to CCB control

34 Bn, 120th Inf

Battlc Group 2, TF "X"

3d Arnd Div

17th irmd Engr Bn (~Cos -

A, Ce D, E)

‘ 1xv

1835B, On relief in

" BLRENTON by elements of

1st Bn, 137th Inf.
Attacked in p\psition on |
rond blocks ab (1667700),
(1649697 ), (1641696 ),
+"xtta.chéd to Div Res ,
formed team as Inf Witl’}-

1st Bn, 67th 4rmd Regte



-

Div Troins
23V oresre

No change

10 August 1944

Task Orgonization

EE&F
~faske Fosso "4
éBthVAnﬁd Regt (-1st,
Sd Bus, Zen Co & Co 4)
24 Br, 4lst Armd Inf Dogt
(- Co E)
14th Arnd FL Bn
Co 4, 7024 TD Bn
. 1 Plat, Co 4, 17th Lrmd -

Engr Bn

Dispositions

XIX Corps Control

Lttached to 28th Inf Div,

‘attacked south 'of GATHEMO

toward VEHGEONS and‘ST.

SAUVEUR DE CHAULIEU.

Reached LA BERTHELIETE

(7580225).

Det, Co iy, 48th Armd Med Bn

1st Bn, 66th Armd Zegt
CCA Control

Hq CCA

3d Bn, ien Co, Co 4, 66th

Lirmd Tegt

Co &, 17th Lrmd Engr Bn
(= 1 plat)

Co &, 48th irmd Hed Bn (=)

Btry D, 19th 4A4 Bn (SP)

Det, Maint Bn, 24 irmd Div»

1xvi

4 .
Attached to 28th Inf Div
Remaincd in XIX Corps Res

in Asscmbly 4Arca.



CCB

lst & 3d Bns, 4lst Armd Inf

Regt {feinf)

3d Dn, 120th Inf

CCE Res

\

flen Co, 67th 4ymd rogt

Dofonded line (T651084)

to (T673098). Di§ Res

and elements 35th Inf Div
relioved CCB in sector
wost of (T654084)e

Hoved to cast of road at
(1695702), arco previously
held b¥ Ren Co, 67th Armd
ncg£ between 3d Bn

67th irnd Regt and ST

GBO"GES ROUELLE.

Moved to LTAUNAY and

ot
A~ 3T

Elements Co D, 67th Armd R

lst and 2d Flats, Co 3B,
" 17th Armd Engr In
73th Armd T4 Bn

CCB Trains: No change

Div Arty: Neo change

Div Control: No change

Ixvii

cgt

posted—vicirity CHs
LIVET.

!

stehd to CCB Res fronm
Div TRes OE;OOB'. |
Atchd to CCB les from
Div Tes 0900B.

No change.

No changce

No change.

No changce




'I’ Div Res
R e

Elements D Co, 67th 4rmd Regt itehd to CCB 0900B.

lst & 24 Plat, Co B, 17th Div Res moved from
4frmd Engr Bn (T618977) to (T61789)
Div Trains

No chango

11 Lugust 1944

Tosk Orgonization ' Dispositions
CCA
Taslk Foreo "A" Attack toward Hill 338

ond Hill 367. TReached
o o | - L& HAULE with Co D, 66th
' Armd~ﬁogt‘and Co D, 41st
arnd Inf ﬁegt. Balance

v, T ¢ TAATIT
of—foreecmear LA ROCHES

1st Bn, 66th Armd degt Bomained atechd 28th Inf Div.
CCA Control _ Mo chgage.
o8
67th Armd Regt (Feinf) Assumed cormand of defen=
B 687th Arnd Regt (~1st, . sive positions of 10 Auge

2¢ Bns & Ren Co)
2 Plats, 17th Armd Engr Bn
3d Ba, 120th Inf (1 Plat, Co E,

67th 4#rmd Fegt atchd)

Ixviii

| o . | | ' o .\




 GCB Ties

24 Bn, 67th 4rnd Regh
Co C, 17th Armd Engr Bn
(- 2 plats)
1st & 24 Plats, Co B
“17th 3}5&‘Eﬁgr Bn
78th iLymd FA Bn
702d TD Ban (=)
Zien Co, 67th Armd Rogt

Div “rty
No change

.Div Control
Wo change

Div Resorve

v3]
o]

hssermbly area

Releascd to Div Res

No change.

No changee

Ho change

¥o change .

Ade o I 1574 | E—

_,_.‘

Co B, 17%h Lymd Bagr

Div Trains

D

No chonge.

12 August 1944

3d Bn, 120th Inf

Ixix

1, b T I
ntehed—to—1F &,

" 3d Armd Dive

CP departed (T617987)
12158, closed (T655035)

131588

Roleased to 30th Inf Div

Control, 1800B.




'

. Task Organization

CCA
Tosk Force "A"
- - ST C1st BR, 66th Armd liegt
2d Bn, 66th irmd fogh

ggﬁ Con@ggl

Task Force 1/66
' Co I, 66th Lrmd kegh

Co D, 4lst ivrmd Taf Tegh

Dispositions

Captured Hill 338 at
11008, Letumed to CCA

control 1500«

" Returned to CCA control

1500,
XIX Corps Reserve near

LL ROCHE at 1130.

. Resumed cormond of TF "AM

and 1st Bn, 66th Armd
iegt 1500,

Attacked 1845, through
VENGEQHS to crossroad 5%

(1616224 ), 2130

1 plat, Co 4, 17th Arﬁd Bngr Bn
1 plat, Co 4, 702d TD BEn
Assault Gun and Mortar Plats,
l1st Bn, 866th Armd Regt

" Task Force 2/41
2d Dn, 41st hrmd Inf Regt (=)
1st Bn, 56th Armd Regt (=)

CCL uteserve
3d Bn, 86th 4irmd Regt

(=}

e Co 4, 702¢ 1D Bn (-)

Co 4, 17th srmd Engr Bn (=)

Followed TF 1/66

t

Lssorbly arca 1 mile

north of GATIEMO. .




CCL Troins
Co 4, 48th Armd Med Bn

Det, Maint Bn

o8
67th srmd Regt (Reinf) |  ittached at 1100B, lst
67th Lrmd Tegt (=1st Dn,  ~ °  ond 3d 3w, 4lst hrmd Tnf
24 Bn ond Hen Co) Zegt (Reinf) abroast,
1st Ba, 21lst Armd Inf 1st on the right.

Zegt (~Co C)
32 Bn, 41st Armd Inf degt

2 plats, Co C, 17th Armd

.CCB ilcs

2d Dn, 67th 4rmd Jegh

Co C, 17th irmd Ergr Bn (=2 plats)

Co C, 4lst srmd Inf Tegh
78th 4Armd FA Bn
702¢ D Ba (=)
ien Co ,' 67th Armnd Regt
34 Bn, 120th Inf | Reloasod in placo %o
| \Div Res, 1.1QOD
Div Arty
Yo change No cha.nge_
Div Control

Mo change Mo change

Ixxi




‘ Div es .
P it vt i

1st Bn, 67th “rmd Regt (- Co D)
Battle Group #:2, Task Force "X",
3d 4Lrmd Div, (Co D, 67th‘Arxr;d
Tegt, atchd)

— - .- /= - \FE Ted TAf Rogt (<ist, 3d Bns
and 2d Bn less Co E)

3d Bn, 120th Inf

Div Troins

. Ne change.

Atchd to Div kes
1100B. eleased to

30th Inf Div at 18003,
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NOTES FOR APPENDIX VI

1 ‘ '
The date for Appondix VI was compiled from the following

sources:

Lfter Lction Ropcrts'for 1-31 August 1944 of:
24 irmored Division
CC4, 2d Armored Division
41st irmored Infgntry.Regimgnt
66th Lrmered negiment
67th Armored Regiment
14th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
78th Armored Field Artillery Battalion” | :
92¢ Lrmored Field Artillery Battalion
17th Armored Engineer Battalian

-82d Armored Reconnaissance Battalion

A2th Armored T\"TQH itgl Battalion
7024 Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP)

. §-3 Periodic Reports, 1-31 August, 1944, CCB, 2d Armored Divisions

.
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APPENDIX VIL'

~ I.  COOEDINATES OF FPLACES NAMED,

MAP OF AREA OF OPERATIONS

o

ALENCOY (2355635) ° FORET DE MORTATH (T620085)
ARGENTAN - (U266187) FORET DE ST. SEVE (Tslowoo)'
“AVRANCHES —~~ ~ (T278167) T GATHEHO  (T565238) -
RARENTON ({T663048) GER (T698138) -
BEAUMBSNIL (T565381)  GRANVILLE (T115338)
BOUSENTIER {1683072) H&LL 250 (T680085)
BUAIS (v558068)  HILL 263 (T693076)
BUTTE DUCLOS (T651122)  HILL 285" (T567118)
o CAEN (T035685) - HILL 293 (T613122).
CANISY {T433590)  HILL 307 (T592117)
CAUMONT (T705594) - HTLL'311 - (T643084) -
CHAMPS DU BOULT (T543270) Hi;i»zyq (T787322)
CH. LIVET (1698071) HILL 338 (T616224)
CHERENCE LE ROUSSFL (T532175) HILL 367 (Tééoéls)
COULOUVRAY BOISBENATRE (T46§267) HILL 317 (T595105)
cogTANcEs (T238568)  JUVIGNY (Y900985)
CROSSROAD 269‘ (T616173)  JUVIGNY LE TERTRE (T7528142)
CUVES (T469186) L& BALISSONNIERE (T6€05113)
DOMFRONT "(TSOOOBS)‘ Li GRANDE ROCHE (T604120Y
FALAISE (U142962) LA HAULE (T601229)
FIERS (7863207)  Li LaNDE VAUMONT (T647255)
FONTENAY (T518088)  1a ROCHE (T585228)

~
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L' ABBAYE-BLANCEE (T583123)

LY AUNAY (T681064,)
LE GAST , (T493274)
LE GD. ROUILLON  (T667079)

LE MFSNIL ADELEE (T490170)

1E- MESNIL GILRERT (T503187)

LE MESNIL HERMAN (T455535)

LE MESNIL TOVE  (T527168)
LF. NEUFBOURG (T7565110)
LESSAY (T184264)
LE TEILLEUL (¥628981)

ROCHE FICHET (1622151) -

ROMAGNY (T566098)
ROUELLE ' (T741048)
SOURDEVAL (T650190)
ST, BARTHELMY (T578143)
ST. CLFMENT ~ - . (Té25134)
ST. GEORGES DE ROUFLLE. (T710050)
ST. HILAIRE DU HARCOWET(T470033)
ST. 10 o (T497630)
ST, MARTIN (T478380)
ST. MARTIN LE BOUTLLAN (T420265)

LFS GOUROUDIERES (T659068)  ST. MICHEL DE MONTJOIE (T527238)

LES HEGUINIERES  (T643013)  ST. POIS (T497223)

LONLAY L'ABBAYE  (T755097)  ST. SAUVEUR DE CLAULFIU(T653213)‘

LES HAIES MARTINET(T635122)  ST. SEVEP CALVADOS (T51532g>

MARGUFRAY (T4503885 TINCHEBRAY (T745229)

ARIGNY (T386617)  VENGEONS (T609224)
- MAYENNE (Y810'7‘i5) VILLEBAUDON (T436461) .

MONT GOTHIER (T399109)  VILIEDIEU (T391338)

HORTATN | (T584105)  VIEE (T635317)
~ PASSKIS (1714956) |
PIROT (T415414)

PFRRIERS {T7548205)

PONTFAROY (T539430)

REFFUVIELLF (T457134)
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