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PREFACE
The purpose of this study is (1) ﬁb assemble all aveilable
data on the use of armor ‘in the HURTIGEN FQREST between 14 Septem-

ber and 15 December 1944, (2) to evaluate the contributien ef arm-
i

‘or to the First United States Army offenéive in this area, and (3)

to interpret eur findings in the light of past and present doc- -
trine ef armored employment. -
In approaching this study all sources available were ex-

plored,  The principel sources include unit histories, after ac-

-~ tion reports, combat interviews, and personal interviews. Not all

of these sources were accessible for each unit considered and as &
result there is a certain lack of balance in the chapters making
up the report.,  For example, while an abundance of material was
available on the 5th Armored Division and the 707th Tank Battalion,
combat inteffiews with personnel of the 709th Tank Battalion could
not be obtained. Certain data regarding the other units listed in
the report were also unobtainable, However, within these limits
the committee has avtempted to do jﬁstice to each armored unit in-
volved,

In view of the purpose of the report the infantry picture
will seem somewhat slighted, This was dohe knowingly, not through
any desire te overlook the gallant actions of the many infantry

units involved, but because time and space did not permit a full

account of these actions.-

The few conflicting reports of action have been checked

end evaluated tc arrive at what is beslieved to be the most prob=-
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gble conclusions. The interpretations a;nd conclusions reflect the | "
opinion oi’ the committee; howsver, the cqﬁmittee.wish@s to acknow-
ledge its indebtedness to the following‘officers who meade them-
selves available for interview and on séveral occasions lent their °
time in order to réview.and comment upon the early drafts of the
actions of their units: Lt. Col, W. 4. Hamberg, 10th Tank Bettal-
ioh,'Sth Armored Diyiéion; 1t. Col. Wallace J. Nichols, 745th Tenk
Battalion; Lt. Williem K. Sanders, 745th Tank Battalion; Lt. Col.
Robert 5. Garner,-7d7th Tank Battalion; Mejor Lewis C. Taynton,
70th Tank Battalion; Captain James D. licLanachan, 70§h Tank Bat—
talion. .

The committee further wishes to thank the kesearch and
Evaluation Divisicn and other departments of The Armored School
whose personnel have been helpful in the repro&uction of maps and
photographs, the procurement of source materials, and other tasks

necessary to the preparaticn of this report.
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' | _ : CHAPTER I

INTKOLUCTION

le the campaigns and battles which led to "Vietory in
Europe," éne of the most bit£er and bloody was the bﬁttle_of the
HURTGEN FOREST, Although this battle was éredominénﬁly an infan-

" try action, a separate tank battalion supported éach inféntry di-
vision and the 5th Armored Division played a decisive role. The
objective of this study is to examine the manner in which armored
units were éﬁployed énd to evaluatc their contribution to the
Allied cffort in the HURTGEN FOREST. Before bringing these units’
under close sqrutin& it is firstldesirable to discuss the back-
ground of the operation;

The HURTGEN FOKEST covers an area of approximately fifty
square miles of GERMANY neaf the .BELGIAN border and within the
triangle'f@méd by the cities of'AACHEN'(Katxbz;so), DUKEN (Flzozisp)‘,
and MONSCHAU (K940185), "Tall, closely packed fir trees rise
seventy~-five to one hundrgd'feet above the damp, rugged f}éoy of
the fo;est allowing little sunlight to filter through even onlfhe‘ )
brightes% days."l Thé forest is dotted with hills and‘cut by deep i |
drawé which are effective natural ohstacles.‘ The weather which ‘ )
the Ameripans encountered during the battle was unusually severe
-~ rain tgrﬂed the grdundvinto~a/sea oflmud; mist hindered visi-
bility; and snow and bifter cold folléwéd. "Notwin &ears had
European‘ﬁegtﬁer beeh-so.unfavdrable.for graﬁd scaie military

operations;"z




Why was it necessary for the Allies to fight over this
formidable terrain?

The battle for the HURTGEN was primarily a battle for the
ROER dams. The ROER RIVER was controlled by a series of heade
water dams in the hills east of EUPEN K798272 and in AACHEN
the Américans had captured very complete englneerlng studies
showing just what could be done with them.

In the event that the Allied fg;ces north of the HURTGEN FOREST

area succeeded in crossing the}ROER it would be a simple matter for .

- the Germans, choosing their tiﬁé, to prodqgé a flood which could
-~ effectively cut off these forcesr
Durlng the planning stages of the Allied offen51ve to be
'launched in the direction of the COLOGNE PLAIN, General Dw1ght D.
Eisenhower, Supreme Commander; Allied Expeditionary Force, wrote
to General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, United States Army:
He (the enemy) is assisted in that area...by the flooded.
condition of the ROEK RIVER and the capability he has of pro=.
ducing a sudden rush of water by blowing the dams near SCHMIDT
F063298 , Bradley has about come to the conclusion that we
must take that area, by a very difficult attack fraom the west
end southwest,

And again; in writing after the war,.General Eisenhower stated:

We first attempted destruction of the dams by air., The

bombing against them was accurate and direct hits were secured;

however, the concrete structures were so massive that damage

was negligible and there Wwas no recourse except to take them

by ground attack.,?
General Marshall in his Second Bieunnial Reporf states: "The seiz=
ure of the ROER RIVER dams in the vioinity of SCHMIDT was a nece-
ssary prelude to clearlng the enemy from the west bank of the
RHINE and a full. scale drive into the heart of GERMANY."6

Two major penetrations of the SIEGFRIED LINE had been made

%
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in the vicinity of AACHEN and V.S, frnopslin large_numbers'ﬁere
east of KACHEN. . By the end of September.§94§, aithqugh AACHEN
itself Was.still under assault, troops'oé.fﬁe First U.S. Army,
spearheaded by the 9th Infantry Divisio?; pushedAeastLanq/sbuth—
east of that city and occupied a Salieng within six miles eof the

i

" ROER dams. . Ihis é}d not mean that no é%reAfortificationé were to
be met for another band of defeﬁse liﬂés ran throuéh the HURTGEN
and MONSCHAU FORESTS, taking full advdntage of the terrain. This
band was as much as nine to twelve miles deep and included'many ﬁ
héavily fortified Qillages which served as key stfongpoints.

A In spite of the terrain, the'fortificétioﬁs, and the threat

\Qf bad winter.weather, GeneralvOmar Bradley, Twelfth Army Group

C;mander,\ felt ‘(and SHAEF agreed) that both the HURTGEN FOREST -

ares and the ROER RIVER dams must be secured. This mission fell

. to the First United States Army. . , : )

On 21 October Twelfth Army Group ordered a general atfack

‘to the east which directed First Army to reach the RHINE‘infthe
vicinit&'of:BONN‘(F547375) and COLOGNE (F450600), aﬁd to ;qizeva'

: bridgehead;v:First Army at this time had assigned to it a front of
aéprokimately'sixty miles and héa under itslgommand ﬁhree ;brps:
VII Corps on the north, V Corps in the center, and -VIII Corps in
the south.  The majority §f the HURTGEN FOREST fighting occurred

lithhe.zones;of V and VII.Corps, then commanded by Major General
Leoﬁard T+ Gerow ;nd Me jor Geﬁeral‘J, Lawton Cellins, respectively:

“, “m "Ag a preliminary to its attack First army had\ to r@“pl‘ace

the 9th.Infantry Division in the line. This division had suffered



nuherous casualties after six weeks of fighting in the HURTGEN and
ROTGEN FCRESTS and was badly in ﬁeed of;g period in which to refit
and reéuperate. Its relief was'effecteé on 28 October by the 28th
Infantry Division and with this change %he First Army’order of
battle was as;shownlianigurell. | |

Facing the First army at this time from north to south

were the LXXXI, IXXIV, IXVI, and LXXX German Corps (Appendix III).

This alignment included all of the Seventh German Army with the |

exception of its northernmost corps, 12 SS Panzer. Elements of

this corps, however, were used later in the HURTGEN FOREST cam~
paign., In addition to holding sectors, all of these Germén units

were attempting to refit and reerganize following the withdrawal
" {

2cross FRANCE,

The First Army attack order provided for V Cprps t65560ure
‘the ‘area vossEﬁAcx (POZ8327 ) ~SCHMIDT~STRAUCH (FO11262), which dom-
inated the ROER RIVER crossings and provided access to the ROER

RiVER'dams. Seizure of this area was:to be followed by a co-drdi;

nated attack by VII,Cogps‘througH the northern HURTGEN FOREST de-
fenses to reach the RHINE in the vicinity of COLOGNE. The prelim=- '
inary,(V.Corps) phasé proved'td be -harder than had/been eipected
-and;VII'Corps was committed while V Corps still fought for its
objective. | ' |

The Germans were .~ how! fighting on their own soil and
close to their sources of supply; their reconstituted Seventh
gnd First Armies were in sufficient strength, and were handled,

Allied officers felt, more skillfully than they had been in
NOKMANDY. .. .:The Germana appeared to have strong local reserves
available as they had not in NORMANDY, and they used them ex-
pertly and economically, thrusting in short, sharp counter-
attacks against- dangerous allied penetratlons then promptly
withdrawing., . .




¥961 412490300

e w
R o st
-~ i

g8 | >

gz Awry seqe3g PejTUL 35IT4 ‘o73%ed JO Jopip T oamind

=~ \.u,\
8z <.

. R
R A - :

. RPN
(108 4% va.V/

N R
- S

X

— 1

m—

| 118 |




Because the.hilly terrain and the den%e forest limited ob-
servation, supporting artillery was unable to render continuous or
effective assistanée to the advance and the American soldier was:
forced to fight_without the close support to which he was accust—'
omed. Except for a few days bad weather prevented planes from
giving close support to the attacking troops. Finally, the weath-

er and the terrain combined to reduce the effectiveness of armor, .

Beginning the New Offensive

On 2 Hovember the 28th Infantry Division attacked in its

zone to secure the V-Corps objective, the VOSSENACK-SCHMIDT-

STRACUH triangle. Simulténeously in the VII Corps zons the lst

Infantry Division mede a strong demonstfétion employing mortaré,

artillery, and large patrols, but did not change its front line

positions, ?he 28th took VOSSENACK'with relative ease and reached
SCHMIDT with e¢lements of one battalion on'3 November but was unable -
to, hold 1t in the faco of severe counter-attacks which began the
next day. By 8 November troops of the 28th had been driven back
almost to their original line of departure. Greatly reduced in

combat effectiveness the division held VOSSENACK in spite of mur-

- derous artillery fire and frequent counter-attacks until it was

relieved on 20 November by the 8th Infantry Division,
After the collapse of the 28th Division attack, First srmy

again re-organized its troops, bolstered by the addition of the

99th and 104th Infantry Divisions.:' In the VII Corps area the 1st

- Infantry Division zone wa%'narroWed when the 104th took over a

portion of the front east of AACHEN on 8-9 November. VII Corps




was further strengthened by the assignment of the 4th Infantry Dis

vision which was placed on the southern flank of the corps zone.
The $9th Division was made available to V Corps and went inte
corps reserve (Figure 2). s,

With the new alignment in effect, First Army ordered a

continuation of its attack. VII Corps was to make the main effort:

" with its lst,Iﬁfantry Division passing through the 47th RCT, 9th
Division, in the direction of LANGERWEHE.(FO30475) to seize cross-
inés\of>£he ROEK RIVER north of DUREN. The lst Division was to be
assisted where possible by the 3rd Armoréd Division .on its, left
(north) flank. The initial objective for the ls£-Divisioq was
designated as the town §f GRESSENICH (K987425) and the HAMICH
(FOO2437)~NOTHBERG (K936487) RIDGE. The 4th Infantry Division on

the right (south) flank was to seize crossings of the ROER,in the

vicinity of DUKEN or south of DUREN and to.assist in the later ad-

vancé of the 1lst Division to_COLdGNE{

The VI Corps, attacking at 161245 November after air and
grtillery preparatién, begén a hard, slow, stubborn fight with
yard by yard advarices marked by great numbers of casualties in the
1st and 4th Infantry Divisions, The terrain waé‘as muéh aﬁ enemy
as fhe German, &ho»had théroughly organized it defensiﬁely, who
heid eVer inch of grouhd until the last minute; and who fbllowed
each loss with an immediate counter-attack. Howévér,;slowly‘bﬁt
surely gains were made and by 1 December VII dorps held a\iine
which ran through INDEN (F028522), LAMERSDCRF (FO27509), LiNGER-

WEHE,.and just west of GEY (F072399) in the 4th Division zone.’

,
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* Although these unlts were attached to
the Corps indicated, they constituted
_the only divisions avallable for First

Army reserve, '

Figure 2, <QOrder of Battle, First United‘States Army, 10 Nov~
ember 1944, ’ :



Theioptimistic objectives of First Army had not been reached and
the 1lst and 4th Divisions weré relieved in place by the 9th Infan-
ﬁryﬁDivisidh from V Corps and theyeéfd_pivigion, which had ﬁoved'
Aorth frgm‘Villlcorps.
" Meagﬁhile, in the V Corps area the 8th Division had re-
lieved the 28th and after hard fighting occupied the town of
HURTGBN (FO41356) on 28 November. The capture of the‘f Corp; 6b4
jective, the high ground KLEINHAU (055570) BRANDEVBERG (FO64343)-
BERGbTEIL (F076377) “was completed on 5 December by the Reserve

'Command 5th Armored D1v151on, which had been attached to the 8th

; ‘D1v151on for this mlss1on.} By 15 December the entire Flrst drmy

front was on or near the banks of the ROER but did not threaten the

o

’

strategic dams.

This‘marked the‘eﬁdnof offensive oﬁerations in the area
for Fifst;Army ﬁntil'oﬁe monthflater. On the next daywthe Germans
launchea.their ARDENNES counter—@ffensive, Which placed the All;ed

- troops bn the defensive., The ROER damg'were not secured ﬁntil l
Pebruary 19456, \ |

The price paid in llves and equlpment fér the First hrmy
offensive -in the HURTGEN FOREST has never been accurately reckon-
ed; how;ve;; baﬁfle'casuﬁlty totals.compiléd bykfirSthrmy'for the’
three_diviéions most heavily engaged were 12,707 for 99 déys.of 4
fighting.8 | )

H The First Army offensive gained fifty square miles of
ground 1nclud1ng”the HURTGBN FOREST and the approaches to the ROER
dams‘l The Nazis auffered groat casaaltles, both as a result of

. i, BRI . o
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the hand to hand fighting anu because of the nllled air and
artlilcry, which was superlor to that of the Germans in splte of
the terrain and weather, Although plans for tne ARDENNES counter—
offensive were'notnthen'known to the nllleS there is no doubt
that the determined attack of the First army interfered greatly
with the Gerﬁan,plans for re-organization of units in preparation
for this large scale asault. The enemy Was forced to use units
which had(£een.earmarked_fcr the ARDENNES; some of these were
decimated and others badly ﬁauled,

This is the story of the HURTGEN FOREST in brief, It will
serve as é backgrouﬁd to the following chapters in which the role
played by armored units will be examiped; What was the contribu-
tion of,argor to the HURTGEN FOREST campaign? .Were tanks employed
in accordance with their contemporary dogtrine? Present doctrine? |

Should more or less armor have been employed? The answers to

these and other questions will form the basis for evaluation of -

"the proper employment of armor under extreme conditions of terrain

and weather.

NOTES FOR CHAFTER I

1Report of Operations, First United States army, 1 August
1944 to 22 February 1945, pp. 165-168.

2Tnee War Reéports of Geheral George C. , Marshall, General
Marsh” 1'5 Third Report New York, Llpplncctt 1946, p. 195.

5Waltor Mlllla, The Last Phase, Boston, Houghton leflln
Co., 1946, pp. 71-74. ,
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~ CHAPTER iI‘
THE 746TH TaNk BALTALION IN SUFPORT OF THE STH INPAVTRY DIVISION

The first nmerlcan ‘unit invelved 1n the HURTCEN FOREST
fighting was the ch Infantry Division. Early in the morning of
14 September 1944, elements of ;he division, supported by the
746%th Tank Battalion under Lt. Qol. Clarence G, Hupfer, started
acréss the Belgian-German border at ROTGEN (K915285) and MONSCHAU
with the niission of penetrating the defenses of the German WEST
WalL and seizing‘the road centers in the vicinity of DUREN. Withe
in three days the 47th Infantry comﬁletely penetfa;ed the WEST
WALL at SCHEVENHUTTE (FOO6422), while the 39th Regiment was
through the fifst line of defenges at LAMMERSDORF (K968267) apd
the 60th Regiment was through the first.line near HOFEN (K950165) .
Well organized German resistance halted the division with the cap-
ture of these objectives; thus ended the long march through FRANCE
and BELGIUM; the tough fighting fof limited objéctives; character-
istic of combat in the HURTGEN FCREST, began.

Probing attacks .all along the division'sjfront failed to
achieve substantial gains desplte heavy’losses, the forces were
spread™too thlnly for effective action agalnst the organlzed Ger
man positipnsM '-S0, on 4 October;.the 4th Cavalry Group relieved
the - 39th and 60th Reglimen‘:t:é. in the LAMMERSDORF and MONSCHAU aress,
and the two regiménts assembled northwest of GERMETER (F026334) |
for an attack on that town and on the road south and west of there.

This attack was suogessful but its contlnuatlon toward VCSSENACK

12



was halted by a German counter-attack fﬁg?.the north, which |
threatened to isoldte the 39th Infantry~q;f12 October, Thereafter
the seriously dépleted forces of the 9thiéi;ision held‘their gains
unﬁil the 39th.and 60th ﬁegimentsjwere rélievea on 28 October by
the 28th Infantry Divisions This reliefﬁ%as maae possible by the
regrouping of the First US A;my forces following the fall of
4AACHEN on 21 October. It marked‘the opening of a new phase of op-
erations -- the co-ordinafed First Army attack to setze the'ROER
RIVER dams and crossings of the ROER RIVER.
" The 746th Tank Battalion was first attached to the 9th In-
fahtfy Division 12 June after entering combat six days earlief
- with the 4th Iéfantry Division in amphibious landings in NORMANDY.
Most of the battalion;s'practicai tank-infantry training was in’
preparation.for thése landings. Previously trained in doctrine
that called-for use of tanks in mass, the tankers soon learned that
infantry support meaﬁt fighting in small teams with the infantry.
Seldom were they used: in greater mass than a platoon.

The 9th Division attached the three medium tank Qomﬁanies
to the .three regimental’combat‘teams: 

~ Company 4 to the 47th infantry Regiment;

Company B to the 60th Infantry Regiment; .

Company C to the. 39th Infantry Regiment. -

The medium‘tank‘companie§'wefe furtﬁér broken down ﬁo give
each infantxgy battalion one tank platoon. Most often th'is- platoon
-was allotted to the assault company of the battalion., The company"

headquarters normally operated near the infantry regiment command

-~

pOS"b-
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: Company'D, the light.tank Qompany,iwés attached to the 9th
Reconnaissance Troop and had one platoon constantly at the Division
CP on guard duty. _Thg other -two platOOns;were used at various
times (l) in division.reserve; (2) to re-inforce road blocks es-
tabllshed by englneer combat battallons attached to the lelSlon,
and (3) to protcct the flanks of the’ 1nfantry rcglmcnts.

The assault guns of the battal;on were ?rganlzed into
three two-gun.sections to co-operate with the cannon companies of

-

the infantry regiments. This re-organization, which took place

‘late in September, was an improvement over the prior employmént,

which had seen the assault guns used as tanks. The tables .of or--
ganizgéi;n and equipment called for an Aséault Gun Platoon.of
threé guns in Headquarters.Compény énd one assauit gun in each
medium tank wompany., - |
The Mortar Platoon of~H§adquarters Company was used

throughout’the period to reeiﬁfofce the road blocks set up by the
attached engineers.

- The Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company and
Service Company operated genérally in the vicinity of the Division
headquarters. | ’ o

The.following-brief'desoriptiOH sumhérizes the actions of'

the 9th Infantry D1v181on in the battle of the HURTGEN FOREST with-

out Speclflcallj mentioning the supporting tanks of the 746th Tank
Battalion, which were organlzed for/combat as 1ndlcated above.
The method of tank employment will be discussed in detail f0110w~‘

ing the narrative of evqnta.

14




The 47th RCT Captures and Holds SCHEVENHUTTE

To accompllsh the mission of breachlng the WEST WALL de-
fensés and’ capturing rqad centers near DUREN, the 9th D1v151on com-

mander ordered the 47th Infantry Regiment to prodeed northeast

~ from ROTGEN alonb the edge of the HURTGEN FOREST. The regimental

commander used his 3rd Battalxon to protaot the rlght flank by pro-

‘ceedlng through the forest mass, whlle the bulk of his command fol-

lowed thé edge of the forest (4ppendix VI, ap 1). German resist-
ance to the advance was sporadic. and disorganized, as indicated by
the following combat interview;

‘The third battallon executive cfficer, Major W. W, Tanner,
stated that, from the time they had left ROTGEN until reachlng
SCHEVENHUTTE, they did not receive a single round of artillery
or-mortar flre due in a large measure to the fact that the ‘
enemy did not know exactly where -they were, Further evidence
of this was the fdct that every night some part of the enemy
forces would blunder into the battaljon area, completely un-
aware of the presence of our troops.

The most serious threat durlng thlS three-day advance was:
a‘meetln engagement at 150400 Suptember when a battalicn of Ger—
mah infantry marched intc the blvouac area of the 3rd Battallon

just southeast of ZWEIFALL (K956367). The situgtioﬁ was cleared

“up ‘within five hours, and the third battalion continued to a posi-

tion east of VICHT'(K962394) for the hight.- On-16 September the

3rd Battalion proceeded to SCHEVENHUTTE in approach march forma-

: tidn and .prepared a eo-ordinated attack on GRESSENICH for the next

day. Thisgattéck was called off when the Germans counter-attacked
from the northwest, north, and east. The Germans contirued almost’

daily coﬁntar-attaoka:through“82“September'when their final effort
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.command of other ‘divisions.

made by two companies was repulsed. They continued to harrass

SCHEVENHUTTE>with\artiiiery’and)morfar fire for many weeks,

‘While the>3rd‘8a£talion préceeded on -the right, the 1lst
and 2d Battalibns aavanced throug@vZWEIEALL and VICHT to MiUSBACH
(K971409) and KREWINKEL (K981410). Here agéin, opposition was -
sporadic'uhtilithe final,pbsitions were reached on 16 September.
The 24 Battalion cleared M“USBuCH and KREWINKEL on that date but
was withdrawn south out of KREWINKEL on the fcllow1ng day. The
1st Baﬁtalion cccupied MAUSBACH on 16 September and was moved to a
poéition in the edge of the forest south of GRESSENICH to attack
the town in donjunction with the Srdeattalion-on the follcwingl
day -~ the att&ck which was called off.

In these positions, troops of the 47th withstood ¢ounter-
attacks and,artillery’énd mortar fire for many weeks, They‘weré
not relieved when other clements oﬁ the 9th Division retired froﬁ

: ] .
the HURTGEN FOREST on 28 October,.but stayed in position under the

i

The 39th RCT Near LAMMERSDORF : }
The 1st Bhttallon led the 39th Infantry through ROTGEN’end
IMMMERSDORF on 14 September with the intention of olearlng the'
main road tthugh GERMETEk.and»HURTGEN to DUREN. However,'when op-
position  just north of IﬁMﬁﬁRSDQRF proved;benéistent, the bulk of
the baftalion moved écross countfy to.FINKENBURj(K94SSQl) and then
doubled %ack‘aown'the.road to clean it up north of LAMMERSDORF.

The 24 Battalion, which had folleowed the 3d Battalion, 47th Infan-
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try, east from ROTGLN, turned south to esteblish a road block

1,000 yards southwest of JAGERHAUS (K984310) Leaving Company G

" to man the road block the rest of the battalion attacked south~

. west in eonjunction with the,lst‘B&ttalion.to clear the area north

of LAMMERSDORF. These operations’were completed by 17 September
and megnwhilé the 3d Battalion haq taken over £;e mission of pro-
ceeding from LAEMERSDORF_to ROLLESBROICH (K995267) and thence
northeast to DUREN.

The 3d Battalion managed to reach the eastern edge of LAM-
MERSDCRF before determined oppogition developed on 14 September.

The'following merning each of the three rifle companies was order-

ed to probe for week spots in the enemy defenses -- Company I on

" the road which by-passed ROLLESBROICH to the west; Company K

through ROLLESBROICH and theﬁ norﬁhea§;; and Company L south
thfough\PAUSTENBACH (K972255) dnd then noftheésf thropgh ROLLES-
BROICH. Only Company L made progress,vgééfing through PAUSTENBACH
and conducﬁing'aﬂ ineffectua} attack on HILL 554 (K976254), The

hill was to consume the efforts of the battalion for the next two

weeks since it was stoutly defended and comnanded the terrain over .

which the battalion was ordered to pass, After two days of little

progreés the battalion plaﬁhed a co—ordﬁﬂated aétack on HILL 554

/

for 18 September with Companles I and K attacking from the north

and Company. L from,the west. This was unsuccessful and 1t was not

until 29 September, when Company K and'the battalibn'S‘tank pla-
toon swept around to attack from the east and southeast thét the

hill was finally -taken,
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' On 18 September, meamwhile, the 2d Battalion opened an at-
tack to seize the high ground north and west of ROLLESBROICH, Two
compahiegvattacked east oﬁt Qf LAMMERSDORF and after five bitterv
da&s of fighting'managed to get the westernmost end of the :idge,
Company G, which had been manning the road block near JAGERHAUS,
captured that little community on 23 September and four days later
moved south to attack the east end of the ridéef éo?panies F and
G then co-operated to clear the ridge on 28 September but were so
reduced in strength that fﬁey were pushed off two days later.

The 1lst Battglion had gone to a pésition southwest of
ZWEIFALL on 18 September to probe southeast toward GERMETER,
After reaching thé road jﬁnétion just west of HURTGEN on the
WE&SSER WEH CREEK;'however; they were récalled to MAﬁSBACH on 22
September to help repel a counter—aftack'against_the 47th infantry.
On 26 September the{lst was éommitted\near JAGERHAUS on the left

of the 2d Battalion but moved only a short. distance before being

sent back to an assembiy area west of LAMMERSDORF., " On 4 October,

all troops of the 39th Regiment were relieved in position by
elements of the 4th Cavalry,Grqqp and moved: to an-assembly area
southeast of ZWEIFALL for an attack on GERMETER and -VOSSENACK in

conjunction with the 60th Regiment,

Thg 60th RCT Near MONSCHAU
On the righ% flaﬁk of the 9th Division the‘éOth Infantry
moved southeast out of EUFEN to MONSCHAU on 14 September.. Task
Force Buchanaﬁ;!with>th§‘ISt‘Baﬁtaiion*of theIGOth‘as a nucleus,

moved south out of BUIEN, turned right through SOURBRODT (K870097)
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and CAMF ELSENBORN»(K902Q85), ané then proceeded north to MONSCHAU.
The two fofcés tied inrog‘l7-Sep£embér and then attempted to clean
up the high ground to:the SQuthéést,Aihcluding HOFEN and ALZEN |
(k958151). They continued éﬁ'thi§‘mission until relieved by

troops of the 4th Cavalry Grgﬁp, ;fter which thy moved north'for

the attack on GERMETER.

" The Attack on GERhLTER and VOSSENACK

§ . The final effort of the 9th D1v131on in the HURTGEN FOREST
was the co-ordinated atﬁacg of(the &9th and 60th Regiments on GERf
METEK and the road té the southwest of that town. The plan was to
.'have the 39th take GERMETER and contlnue to VOSSENACK while the
60th concentrated on seizing the road and high ground southwest of
lGERMETER. The’attaqk opened 6 October after belng‘delayed a/day
by bad weather, The 39th used the 3d éattalion on the leftiand |
"~ 1st Battallon on the right, w1th the 2d Battal1on following the 3d i
and protectlng the north flank of the regiment, The 60th used the
lst Battallon on the left and the 2d Battallon on the rlght with
its thlrd Battalion following the 2d, .

" +After four days of stubborn dpposi%ipg, the Ameriqdns suc-
ceeded in égtting thé rdgd bptﬁ north and south of GERMETEK on 9
'_Octqber; The 34 Battalién; 39th I#fantry, was astride ‘the road at
‘WITTSCHEIDT (F028340) north pf’town; whilé'the 1st Battalion, 60th
Reglment held RICHELSKAUL (F019324/ just south of town., The 1lst
Battalion, 39th, cleared GERMETER the next day. (Nap 1, Appendlx

V). VOSsENACK was the next objective for the 39th Infantry, so the
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3d Battalibp moved to the eage'of,the-woods»north of VOSSENACK by

early. mbrning of 11 October, but the 1st Battalion had little suc- -

céss . moviﬁg out'of‘GERMETER toward the west end of VOSSENACK oﬁA

the same day. 'A co-ordinated attack b? the two battalions planﬂed

for the next day was.halted:byAa German counter-att;ckAfrbm the |
. north which penctrated the 2d Battalion positions. The 3d Battal-
ion was called back to clear up this attack by KG WEGELEIN, a
forCG-approxiﬁatelyia batfalion in_strengtﬁ. Thereafter, the 39th
was ordered to hold. its position im GERMETER and vicinity until
‘relieved -on 28 Octoberw.

- The 60th continued tough fighting until it captured its

objec£i§es'aloné the. road southwest of GERMETEK. Qn-ll October, =

the 1st Battalion proceeded southwest of RICHELSKAUL t6 capture .

another road junction-aﬁoutoa mile downvthe'réad;, The 2d Battal-
ion fought unti1'16 October to capture iis final objective and
clear the road from ROTGEN east through GERMETER.

Five weeks of unrelléved fighting had taken their toll of
these two regiments, and with the fall of AACHEN First4Army found
it possible to relieve. them with'thOPS‘of1£he.28th Di&ision; 'Thé
bafe'descfiption above does not fully.descfibe the-difficultiés: |
whicn, beset the: 1nfantrynen of tﬁe chvDivisién'in,theierURTGEN

FOREST battle. But the main interest of this study is to determlne

what support armored units gave these infantrymen. -
. \ ~
) .

. Employment of Tanks

‘ “Advance to Contact was generally made with tanks léﬁaing
"and infantry mounted thereon. However; no set formation was used
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throughout the division. The lst.Platéoni Company C, 746th Tank
Battalion, lealthe lsf Battalion, 39th Infantry, on 14 September ‘
from ROTGEN’toward§ LAMMEESDCRF. A platoon of infantry rode the
@anks until they were fired upon by an anti-tank gun just outside
of LAMMERSDORF. Thercafter the infantry flanked the tanks on
gither side of the road. |

The 1st Battalion, 47th- Infantry, moving through ROTGEN
toward the north on the same day, mounted Company B on five tanks
and four tank destroyers. ;Tﬁe 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry, crowd-
ed two COmpanies on the same number of vehicles while moving

through the KONZENEK WALD south of ROTGEN.

- Organization for Combat has already been 1ndlcated in that

T

- each infantry battalion normally had a platoon of five tanks..

Usually, the terrain dictated that the tanks be used by section

" rather than by platoon.. Rarely were' they used singly except for'

special purposes such. as pillbox reduction.
| ' R : Captain James K. Shields, who'cbmﬁénded Company C, 746th
Tank Battalion, stated that although only one tank could fire at a .
time in attacking through woods, a second tank always followed to ‘
give the first protection. In practically all situations infantry
accompaniéd tanks and Capt. Shields emphasized that in the‘woﬁds‘
flank protection by the infentry was more essential than elsewhere
because of the extremely limited observatlon;

The First Well -Organized Defenses met by the 9th D1v131on

‘were dragon's teeth coverod by numerous plllboxes and other enemy

‘ emplaceme‘nts.‘. Capt. Shlelds indicates that the lst Platoon of his -

» ) 2




company, accompanled by dismounted 1nfantry of ths Sd‘Battalion
39th Regiment, attacked in column through the dragon's teeth on
the main road southeast of LAMMERSDOR‘ en 17 September. A crater
in' the road at the dragon's teeth gap proved no obstacle; the
tanks proceceded rlght through it. Howeyer,‘loo yards beyond the
crater the lead tank was knocked out 5§‘long range anti-tank fire
from-the east. ihen the third tank was;also-disgbléd the remainf‘
ing ta£ks retired and the attack bogbed down. -On 18.°ep£ember the
tanks tried to pass through a gap- in: the drugon‘s teeth farther "to
the south. The englneers had blown this gap, but the Germans
mined it persistently despite the efforts of both infantry and
- ~ engineers to keép it clear. vTﬁe right suspension system was blown
; N ‘
b \ off the first tank to enter the gap, and blocked. the gap for the
. rest of tne day. ' | |
lhrue tanks got throagh this gap on 19 Septenber but in
attacklng HILL 554, the flrst was hit by bazooka fire and another
by antl-tank fire. The‘third returned to LAMMERSDOEF. Captain
Shields mentioned that althouvh 1nfantry were in the vicinity,
they were not alongside the tanks.
Reconstltuted to a three-tank strength, the platoon again
passed through the dragon's teeth on 20 5eptember to aid the infan- ,
try to reach the top of HILL 554. Lt,-Col. R. H. Stumpf, the 3d
Battalion commander, nofed that despite tho”loés of one. tank to
anti-tank fifé,the*othéf two‘égﬁtinded to shoot up the enem& in
the trenches. o

‘ - Pillbox Keduction was the next problem faced by the
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infantrymen and attached tankers. Each tank company found its own

solutlon, although tank-lnfantry co-operatlon was almost invariab-

ly the rule. Normally, only one tank was 1ncluded in the assaulte

-ing tgam.

R

Compgny A, with the 47th Infantry, fired armor-piercing
e@g%gition on the doors of the,pillboxes and caused the enemy to
sur;ender hastily. In one instance, infantrymen fired small arms
on ?he apertures while the tank approached within 20 yards of the:
d9°ﬁg Three rounds from the tank gun caused fxfteen Germans to
sufgegder. In a second 'instance, the tank fire was effective at.
600 yards. The occupants surrendered after four rounds hit the
dOOFg
‘ Company ‘B, with the €0th Infentry, used 1ts tanks in con-
junqgion.w1th the infantry to fire on apertures. Then infantry
and_engineers flanked the pillbox and blew in the door with high
exp1051ve charges. Troops of the 2d Battalion met pillbox resist-:
ance in clearing the road from MONSChAU to HOFEN. Two.tanks first
ass%%ted by dr1v1ng enemy from_surroundlng houses into the pill=-

boxes and then by helping to kill fiffy enemy re-inforcements and

s G
B o

driving off 100 others, Under cover of tank and infantry fire,

'infantrymen-poured gasoline on the pillboxes and tankers fired on

them to 1gn1te the plllboxes, twenty occupants surrendered

Company C, wlth the 39th Infantry, found thdt the most

-

successful plllbox attacks were those employlng smoke and fire and

maneuver. The smoke was emoloyed in two ways: (1) to screen move-

ment and (2) for casualty effect, The tactlcs used by the 39th
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Regiment are described in the following corbat interview:

In reducing the pillbox at (968287), Company E, 39th In-
fantry, used a TD and a tank to fire at the openings, a squad
of infantry, & half squad of engineers using poling charges, &
squad of flame throwers and white phosphorous smoke. The TD

" closed the embrasures by firing from a distance of about 400
yards, and the infantry follcwed behind the vehicle protecting
it from enemy infantry, 60-mm., mortars were used to run the
eriemy from his emplacements inte the pillbox, while the tank
moved up to ,a range of 200 yards and then finally 50 yards.
The direct firing and the pole charge seemed to be ineffective.
Finally, one of the infantry saw a crack in the door of the
pillbox, and in there he threw a white phosphorous grenade.
The  enemy came piling out. -

Using much the same’ tactics, Company I’ reportéd %aking
nine pillboXesuiﬁ cne hour aﬁd’ten-minﬁtes on 17 Sepfeﬁber; Be-
"cause of the terrain, tanks co?ld not always support the attackg,'
and the infantry experienped more difficulty in capturihg the
pillboxes. Thé‘unsuppofted infantry attacks lacked shock effect.
Rarel? did tanks vepturé forth‘witﬁout infantry,support, but in
the final attack on HILL 554 on 29 éeptemﬁer, the 1lst Platoon,
Company A, 746th Tank Batfalion, outdistancéd'its supporting in-.
. fantry and réﬁﬁced the resistance in five or' six pillboxes. |

"Obétacles, both natural and man-made, continually limited
the effective emplbymént of tanks‘iﬁ the HURTGEN FOREST area.
Usually, the enemy supplemented the natural obstacles with évery
mesns at his disposal -- the effect of the dragon's teeth has al-
ready been discussed, . " A ,} |

ﬁﬁring fhe advance'to(cpntact;Aseveral‘unprotected road
b;OCks'held ﬁp‘thé advanciﬁg tanks. ‘These were ﬁsually time-con~
suming nuisances. Oﬂ 14 Seétember, Company'C tanks with the 3d

Battalion, 39th Iafantry, were held up about an hour at & railroad

)
\
‘ 24



crossing by an iron gate protected Enly by mines. ILater in the
day they mét a more ‘common type of road block -+ trees felled
across the road., These trees did not happen to be mined or cover-
ed by fire.as was usually the gase.‘ The tankers solved their
problem by 1qoping‘cab1es aroﬁnd the trees and pulling them out.
A tank dozer was used to fill:in craters in the road.

Engineers were not alwayé readily available to remove
mines at fhese road blocks;' Cgptain Ralph.G. Edgar, commanding
Compeny A, 39th Infantry, cited two instances. The first wés‘on

14 Septcmber when moving througn LAMMERSDORF where the tanks werc

held up most of the day awaiting removal of mines at a crossroads,

: Again_onlg October, tanks supporting his company in the attack on

GERMETEK were held up from 0830 until 1400 before the engineérs‘
arrived to clear mines,

German defcnders blocked and mined the fire lanes tnrough

the réugh, heavily wooded forest. Capt. Shields statcd that some-

times it’waslpossible to take paths through the woods, but usually

tanks found it best to avoid the fire lanes and go directlY'

'
' - . )
.

through tine woods.
' /

Tank obstacles had a very definite effect on the efficiency

of thé.tank~infantry team, Weithe” element of this team operated
as efficlently alone as when the two fought together. In some in=-
stances the whole attack was hsld up when obstacles stopped the

tanks. In other instances, ‘as when the 2d Battallon 60th Infan—
txy, was attacklng in the area southwest of GERMETEI on 9 October,

the tanks progrussed just far enough to break the enemy resistance

-
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and allow the infantry to gohfdfward 1,000 yards. However, on one

occasion the 1lst Battalion, sofn Regiment, advanced from GERMETER
to a road junction_l,ood yards‘to the southwesf without armored
support. They accomplished the mission quickly on 10 October by
following rolling barrages of the 4.2-inch and 8l-mm. mortars.
The armored support was held u§ ﬂy a mihed road block and arrived

at the road junctibn two hours after the infantry had secured it.

— Tank-Infantry Attacks werz secldom deliberately planned and

even when they were planncd they were not aiways successfuls On

11 October, tanks of the 1st Platdon, Company C, led Company A,

39th Infantry, in the attack from GERMETER to VCSSENACK at 0830.

The platoon had four tanks which proceeded in qolumn along the-‘

road with the:infantry following in column of -platoons, After ad-
vancing 500 or 600'yar&s, the lead tank was dest}oyed by anﬁi»taﬁk
fire. The other tanks retircd as did the infantry. An artillery

concentration was brought down on the enémy anti-tank guns. At

110C the three remainin tanks again led the infantry into the at-

~ tack down the romd. Just before reaching the knocked-out tank,..

the second of the three was disabled by anti-tank gun fire. The

lead tank, trapped on the road between two disabled tanks, was hit

P . { P . - . Y
while meneuvering to withdraw., One tank remained and upon its

withdrawal the attack on VOSSENACK came to an end.

The combined urms attacks of armor and infantry were gen- '

erally more successful than this, however. While clearing the

road from FINKENBUR to LAMMERSDORF on 15 September, Company A,

39th Infantry, without tank support, was held up trying to secure

{

’
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an important road junction. The arrivai of two tanks to support
the infantry caused the enemy ﬁo withdrew without further figﬁting.
Two days later Company. I of the 39th, attacking east from LAMNERS~
DCRF with‘tank support, reported that the enemy broke and ran --
the same enemy which had héld up thg-infantry attack the previous
day. Northweét of GERMETER on 9 Octoﬁer the 24 Bdttalioh, 39th
Infantry, used two companies of infantry and two medium tanks to
clean out a strong enemy patrol which had succeeded in dlsabllng a
light tank on the north flank of the regiment's'positipn. The

foilowing day the lst Battalion, 39th Infantry, captured GERMETER

- with tank support. Capt. Edgar attributed the lightness of the

resxstance to the presence of the tanks. Capture of GERMETER en-

abled the tanks to proceed northeast on the road and assmst the 3d

Battalion in recapturing WITTSCHEIDT-whlch the unsupported infan-

try had lost on the previous day.

| AnVButstanding example of suécessful tank-infantry attack
took placé‘on 9 Octob:or when the 1lst Bdttglion, 60th Infantry, took

the road junction at RICHELSKAUL with its tank platoon giving good

'suppprt. A lo-mlnute artillery pre paratlon preceded the attack at

0800. Then tanks and infantry worked thelr way to the edge of the

woods 200 yards east of the road junction, The tanké broke out of
the woads abreast of the. infantry, which was in llne of sklrmlsh—.
ers on both sides.and to the rear, Both tanks and.infantry fired
eve?y'weapon; A German lieutenant raised up out of the bushes,
fired his bazooka, whick penstrated the turret of the lead tank

and slightly wounded the tank commender. " The tank: returned the
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the fire with a 75-mm. shell which cut the German officer in half. \

This so demoralizéd the rest of the defenders that they broke and .

‘ran from their well dug-in posifionﬁ, and the tank-infantry team’

killed fifty and captured twenty-five of the enemy. Prisoners

-stated that after the officer was killed they were afraid to use

the other twelve bazookas in the company.
/ ' :
Capt.- Shields considered the psychological effect of the

'tanks on the c¢nemy as the prime consideration in using armor in

difficult terrain, He stated:

Within woods, the chances of hitting the enemy are rela-
tively slight. But the shock and psychological effect is '
great. The enemy would generally give up when the tanks got
to a position where they could fire at clgse range, even
though they (the enemy’) could not be hit.% s

Tanks captured by the Enemy were somctimes turned against

our troops. For example,, the Germans put two of the tanks dis=
abled near VOSSiNACK in'position‘to fire one our troops in GER-

METEL, although they did not actually'keep/them manned. To preQ-

vent their use by the Germans, an infantry patrol protected a tank

crewman who set off incendiafy grenades in the tanks to destroy

them,

’

Tank Koad EBlocks were occasionally established for short
periods in a moving situation, The 2d Battalion, 39th infantry,
used tanks with infantry support as road,plocks'southWest of

JAGERHAUS in the early stages of the HURTGENI FCREST battle and

~north of GERMETER on 9 Cctober. The Sd‘Bqttdlion used them simi-

larly in LAMMERSLORF on 14 September, These were all one-day

stands., The 2d Battﬁlion, 60th Infantry, used its tanks with »



infantry in a stable road block position for almost a week between
19 andlzs September at the south edge of MCONSCHAU. In SCHEVEN-
HUTTE, tne 3d-FPlatoon, Company A, 746th Tank Battalion, covéred
all routes of approach from positions within the town. For the
first few days no foot troops were in position to givelclose sup=~
port to the tanks.

Defensive -mployment of Tanks was usually accomplished by

using tank platoons as a mobile reserve for the infantry battal-
ions to which tﬁey<were attached. During the first week in SCHEV-
ENHUTTE the tunks were uséd as road blocks, but by the tiﬁe>§he
enemy made its find; attempt to recapture the town on 22 September
: thé tanks and tank destroyers were used ;s a mobile striking force.
They moved up and doﬁn the main street firing.machine guns and 76~

mm. shells 2t any enemy who presented himself as a target,

_ Defense Against Airborne Attack was the mission given to
the 2d Piétoon, Company A, 746th Tank Battalion on 19 October.
The.platoon was'used on the high ground in the vicinity of FLEUTH
(K973404) with thé mission of guarding.ag;inst possible glider

landings.

‘Weather added to tne difficulties faced by the tankers

du?ing Cetober, OnlyAééven‘days during the month were listed 35 
"fair to good." Most of the rest were either cold and rainy or
cold and cloudy. rog frequently held up attacké plahhed fof sarly
morning -- fér instaﬁde, the attack on‘GERLETER on 10 Octobe} was'
(‘ ' : scheduled for 0830 but was held up until 1400 because¢ tanks sup-

porting the 39th Infantry could not advance because of the fog.
. . N \ . .\ . ’
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Withdraw&l of Tanks from the perimeter of the infantry de-

fenses at nlght was a source of friction between tank and infantry
commarders in the 60th Regiment. Lt. Col. Hupfer, commanding the
746th, poiuted ocut that the inability to pull tanks back had two
principal defectss (1) green replacemeﬁts had to be placed in
tanks by taking thém to the vehicles at tﬁe front without orienta-
tion to crew or vehicles; and {2) proper maintenance and sérviée |
of vehicles could not be accomplished. This latter defect was
pozsibly the more serious problem. The tanks of Company B were
contlnuously on tho line from 1 to 24 October, Lt. Col, Hupfer
1ﬁd1cated uhat many tonks became 1noperat1ve bectuse aux111ary
motors to charge the batteries could not be operated -~ the re-
sultant noise brought down mortar concentratlons which caused many
casualties among the infantrymea near the tanks. Frequeﬁtly the
1nfantry units regrouped behind the protection of the tanks, but
the tanks were never given tie opportunity to drop back to perform
nécessary maintenance., The solubion finally reached by agreement
on 24 October was that the tanks would normally drop back to & po=
sition near the infantry battalion command posts where they could
get proper care qndAstill be on ?éll of the battaiion commander in
an emergency. This policy was pursued by the othér two fegiments.

Communications between the tanks and the infantry were ime

proved during the period by three methods: (1) SCR-300 radios were
installed in seven tanks per company for tank-infantry communica-

tions; (2) telephones linked with the “tank interphone Systéms were

installed on the rear of all medium tanks to facilitate ground to

. ’\‘
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tank communication; (3) SCR 509-51C radios were established at the
infantry battalion command posﬁ for an additional channel of com-

munication.

Enemy Tactics were besé described as tenacious. The enemy
defended his'positﬁons effecti%ely by making the most of fortifi-
cations well suited to the terfain, He employed mines with aban-
don and used concemtrations of‘héavy mortars and artiliery. He
prepared field forgifications outside his pillbbxes and fought
from these until driven inside. \

: Anti-tank weapons used were: (1) the panzerfaust, & hand-
carried anti;tépk'weapon~for close-in fighting;-(Z) the self-pro- .
pelled gun which was used to Support nis counte};aftacks; and (3)
an anti-tank roqket launcher mounted on wheels with a very low
.Silhouette. Anti-tank guns were not plenﬁiful because of the lim-
ited fields of fire and the enemy elected not to use his tank; in
thié terraiﬁ during this period. |

Eéﬁﬁii activities for perscmnel of the 746th Tank Battal-
ioh during September and October'w%re ver& limited, but some of the
ﬁen,were_sent 6n_pass to VERVIERS, BELGIUM. bLaundry_was accomp-
lished fairly regularly through quartermaster faciliﬁies*

| Cgsuélty figures are availgble ;nly for the month of QOcto--
ber. Uisregarding those "insured in action" (who were hurt When-a
truck overturned) the personnel losses indicate that about thrée
men were lost each time a tank was permanently disabled., (Figure
3). |

’
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PERSONNEL CASUALTIES

Type of C35ua1§X>A Cfficer EM _-Total

Killed in Aetion 1 3 B 4
Died of Wounds 1 0 1
Missing in Action 1 0 1 |
Seriously Wounded
in Action .3 19 22
Lightly Wounded o :
in Action 1 10 11
Lightly Injured - ‘
in Action 0 : 6 3
TOTALS 7 38 45
_ |
TANK CASUALTIES
. \ E |
Tank Type . Losses Breakdown of Losses
31 i
Medium Tank M 4 10 o AT Gun Fire 3
Medium Tank M4A3EZ 1 ! AT Rockets 5
Light Tank MSA1 1 i Mines 3
' ' i Artillery 1

TOTAL 12

Figure 3. Personnel and Tank Casualties, 746th Tank Battalion
" October, 1944.




Summary

The material aid of the 746th Tank Battalion to the ad-
vance of the 9th Infantry Division in the HURTGEN FOREST was . lim-
ited nrlnclpally by tne terrain; but the use of tanks in spite of
physical difficulties benefitted the d1v1s10n because of the psy~
chological effect of “tanks -- they encouraged our own infantry and
terrified the enemy. In almost ever&:instance where tank support
wa s fossiblg,‘the infantry was enabled to advanoe more readily;
Tank support might have been better if infantry commanders had
realized the importance of the employment of tankyinfantry-éngin—.
éerﬁt&&ﬁml£o help keep the tanks moving. Engineers with the in-

fantry division had little training with tank units, and this fact,

coupled with the rugged terrain of the HURTGEN FOREST, meant that

the infantry often failed to get the tank support to which it was

" entitled.

The 9th Division's efforts to penctrate the HURTGEN FOREST

ended with the relief of the 39th and 60th Regiments by elements

of the 28th Infantry Division on 28 October, All of the action'of
'the 9th was preliminary to the First U.S. Army s deliberate plan

to clear the forest on its way to the ROER RIVER dems and ROER

R VER crossings. On the front originally approached by the 9th

Livision in September, the army was to employ two corps -- the V

and VIl -f-béfore the ROER RIVER was to be crossed in Februarys
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NOTES FOR CHAFTER II
: - N

lpenctration of the SIEGFRIED LINE by the 47th Infantry
Kegiment, Combat Interview 06, prepared by First Lieutenant Harry
T, Condron, .2nd Information and Historical Service, Headquarters,
First U.S. Arny, p. 6.

29th Infantry Division, 39th Infantry Regiment, 2d Battal-
ion, 15 Scptember to 26 October 1944, Combat Interview 56, prepar-
ed by Second Lieutenant F. L. 'Hadsel, 2nd information and Histori-
cal Service, Headquerters, First U.S. Army.

39th Infantry Division, "C" Compary, 746th Tank Battalion,
SIEGFRIED LINE, 15 September to 16 October 1944, Cembat Interview
56, prepared by First Lieutenant Fred L. Hadsel, 2d Information
and Historical Service, VII Corps Team, p. 6.
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CFLPT“R 1T
THS 707”H TANK BATLALIOW 1IN SUPPORT OF Thu 28TH INFANTRY DIVISION
The 28th Infantry DiV1sion, supported by the 707th
”ank Battalion, relicved the depleted 9th Infontry Division in
the v101n1ty of GZRMETZR on 28 October and prepared to con-
tinue the assawlt to the ROZR RIVER DAHS. Provious to the
fall of AACHEN on 21 October, the bulk of General Hodges!
.First Arny forces wére engazed in the reduction of thét city.
After fhat date he was able to rogroup his divisions for the

attack to seize crossings of the ROER RIVER., VII Corps was

to nake the main effort to cross the ROER near DUREN, while
{ as a necéssary preliminary to this crossing, V Corps was to
} N . . .

1 scize the dams in the vicinity of SCHHIDT,

The objective assigned to the 28th Division by V Corps

T AR

- was the arca VOSSIH A-smmucﬁ—scm\rxm. SCHMIDT was an in- l
portant comrunications conter located aétride an east-west -
J‘ roadiwhich First Arny wéntgd for on 1SR aﬁd in-addétion was
on a ridgc'overlooking the SCHVAMMANAUZL (FO58273), one of
" the vital ROER dens. Eaét.of the diviéion and in the center
of its'soctor loy thc'town of VOSSENACK a£0p an'egstwwést
ridge surrounded by woods. To the north 1ay:the HURTGZI-
BRANDINBEZRG-BERGSTZIN ridge which doninated the VOSSENACK
ridge as did the ridge on which lay the towns of‘SCHHIDT:and ,

KOMTRSCHEIDT (E057305). (Sce Appondix I.)




Tﬁe division plan of attack provided for thé 109th
Roginent to bu commltted on the north flank in the direction -
of the town of HURTGIN; the 11Cth RO{anﬁt on the south
toward snuomsmn, (F023306), wd  the 112th Reblncnt in the
center to toke in turn, the tbwns of VODSENACL.AKOV1 RSCHEIDT.
end SCHMIDT. The 707th Tank Battalion commanded by Lt Col
Richord Ripple was t0 supporé the attack, This battalion had
joined the 28th on 6 October and up to the time of the
'HURTGEN operation had scen very little combat. In this opera~
tion the JOTth fourht mostly in support of the’ccnter regiment.

In front of the d1v151on on both north and soutb were
densec forosts cut by deep draws and hiding numcrous defenses
such os piilboxds, anti—taﬁk and anti-personnel mines, and
_other types of non-nmade obsincles. In the center was the open,
;ridgo on which lay thé town of VOSSENACK. Southeastbof |
VOSSENACK mnd scparﬁt;n“ it from SCHUIDT was the KALL RIVER
running through a steep wooded gorgc. Thls-river was
c%osse& only by a small woods trail vhich cénﬁectpd TOSSENACK
and”KOMMERSCHPIDT and which was to becone the MSR for the
forces south QI ‘the KALL.

Before the attack the division G-2 estlﬁﬂtcd that to
the inmnmediatce foont the cneny had approxinatcly 3350 ren,
to tho north 19#0, and to the south 1850, all fighting asg in-

fantry, under control of the 89th Infantoy Dlv*ulon, Re-
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serves capable of rapid intervention werc estinated at 2000

not connitted and 3000 from less gctivc fronts, °

. The atteck, which was scheduled to jump off on 31
October, wns delayed daily because of bad weather and wes
finally nadec on 2 Hoverber. adverse weather continuea,

but it was decided the attack could no longer be delayed./

3

Action at VOSSINACK

As proviously mentioned, the town of VOSSENACK lay
5stride a road which ran along the t0p.of an open ridge;
The town was about o city block wide and two thoﬁsand yvards
in length, Near thé éonter of VOSSZINACK the church férmed 8
proninent landmark and Qveriooked_tho deep draws frgm the
surrounéing‘woodé which feached up to the outskirgg of the
town on tho noréh,,caét; and south,

- 020900 Novenber, after an hour's artillery prcpéra~
tion, the 2nd battalipn, 1léth Reggmcﬁt, jumpcd off fron the
vicinity of GIRMZTER in the attacﬁ'on VOSSENACK, loving down
thclridgé~03m§any G was on the left, GGmpany F on the right,
with Corpany E following in reseffe.‘,ln éuppbrt~of this |

attack was Company C, 707th Tank Battalion. The 1st platoon

. undor Second Licutenant Willian S;'Quarrie‘plus two tonks

fron the second platoon, attacked with Company G. The tihree
reraining tanks of the second platoon with Firat Liculeannt

Jangs J. Leming in coeamand, attacked with Compory Fo  Second
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Licutenant Joscph Novak's 3rd platoon with Company I was to

assist in mopping up the objective ‘or to come to tho aid of
 the other tonk platoons if ‘requireds The attack progressed

‘satis{actorily and the infantry was on the objective shortly

after 1000,

' The taﬁks, however, had trouble from the start, ‘The
first. platoon sergeant's psnk.had a track blown off while
mbvihg.through a gop in an Amqriqan 1aid protective nineficld.

Wext Lt Qparrie's tank becane nired in the soft ground.

Captain'George_S. West, commanding the tank corpany, saw the

difficulty, camc forward, and placed thé'Lieutonant in his

tank, and the platoon moved on, The last tank of the sccond
pldtoon went too far south and was knocked out by bazoocka
fire. The platoon COﬁmander, Lt Leoming, who was having trouble

with his tank gun, radioed the third platoon for assistances

One section came forward and wes sent toward the east end of

W\

" IMW

Pocun in action, Lening noved
forward only to have his tank irmobilized by a German nine.

Moanwhile, Copt. Vest left his own tank to Lt. Querrioc

- and conmandecered a third platoon tank which struck a nine in

VOSSEHACK shortly afterwafd and was put out of action. He
then mounted o Tattalion headquarters tank which was in the

town perforning forward obscrvation for the battalion assault

gun platoon, The difficulties of comnend under the condlitions

which faced Capi, West .can be apprcdiatcd. His platocns were
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in support of three difforent infantry companics; he could only
acﬁ as an expediter and to do this h0~fequired both transpor-
tation and cerrmnication, ,

A tank rctriover which came into the town to cvacuate

Lt, Loning's tank was hit and irmnmobilized by Gernsn aftillery.

. Thus by 1300 five tonks and one retriever were out of action

which reduced the effective strcngth;of the company'by roughly

onc—third. qut of these tanks were recoverable, but they were

of no immediatec value to the infantry'which they were supporting,

At 1600 the compeny returncd to an area within 400 yards of
GERITTTR apd spcht the night in that‘location, rémaining on
ca2ll from the infantry.

About 0500 the next day, the tank company moved forward,
OCCuQicd supporting positioﬁs on‘the north and east edges of
VOSSENACK, aﬁd renained iﬁ these positions cncountering no enCmy
activity until heavy artillery bezan to land about 1200. Ail
tanks oxcept threc were ordered back into GERIETZR. The three

renaining were those of the 1st and 2nd platoon loaders and

the battalion headquarters tank ordered to stay in'thg town for

communicatiénlpuxposes. The command tank of the first platodﬁ
was’séill irrobilized but could be uséd in this éapacitvo

About 1230 hostite criillery fire hit the baxtalioﬂ-héa&quartcrs
taﬁk,‘knocking it out. and at 1530 the only operative % onk in

VOSSTHACK was ov(oired backe

"
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No further tonk action occurrcd aintil the following

<
3

morning'when the 2nd platoon was used iﬁ?firb support role for
onc of the battalions of the 110th Regi@cnt to the south. The
nission was comﬁleted by 0705 and the pénfoon returncd to
company control. At 1030, on the requ;st of the infantry éom~
nander in VOSSTNACK, tﬁe four tanks of the fir:it platoon

went forward to neﬁﬁfalize snall arns ~nd mochine gun fire
coning from the woods north of town, The tanks noved in and
fired HE at ranges 5f 150-200 yards, neutralized the cneny
fire, and returncd to GERIETIR at 1100, Again at the request
of fho infanfry, cne section of thé 2nd tank piatoon plus

the company conmander in his tank went back into VOSSIITACK,

_ where the 2nd battalion, 112th Regiment, wes still holding

at considerable cost, The eastern end of the towm and the
eastern slope of the ridee where the infantry had dug-in
was subjected to continuous béttering artillery which took -

jts toll of ‘casualtics and undernined the rorale of the de-

. fenders. The western ond of the town was relatively quiet

except\fO{ troops passing through enroute to KONHERSCHBIﬁ”.
ﬁedical and other»vehicles.continuedltéause the route S
through VOSSINACK to the ‘'south. (Sece iyp 2, Appénaix ')
Whilelfhe three tanks were engaged in counteracting‘
snall érmsrﬁiro'at-the direction of the infantry, Capt. West's

tonk backed inic . Zouber and broke a drive shaft, He ordered

the other tanks Lz and stayed with his own until he was
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towed back by corpany m’e‘minthé’.ncc about midﬁight.

At 1815 Lt. Quarrie w11;h three tanks of the flrst
platoon noved to the posmtion ‘occupied 'by Corpany F. He
spotted tracer fire coming f;&om a draw east of the town’
and radioed the p@éition to the battalion assault guns, which
fired into this draw until tﬁe divisional értillefy took
over the mission: A PW later stated that this firé‘broke upv
a counter-attack which was forming in the draw, indica‘binlg
the advantage of haV1Lb an assault gun platoon organié to the
ténk battalions '}t. Quarrie rerained with Corpany F all night
while the balance of the twnks were in GJRuuTJR

Capt. West, noved at 0700, 5 Wovenber, with Lt.
Lening's three tonks, to 9051t10ns fron Wthh they could
f;re into the woods nort‘ ‘of VOSSTN)CK on nortar and eneny -
snall aims locations. Here one tank’recoiyed a direct HE
hit which killed the driver and destroyed the 7H-rmn gun.

\The other tanks returned to GERETER about 1000, At 1400
Lt. Lening wcnt forward with his platoon in order to irepel
o reported counter—attack. Capt. West, accompa élcd this
platoon which moved up to support Company G.‘,Lt. Quarrie's
ploatoon continued to supnort Company E. Thé entire enstern
end of the‘ridge'céme under intensc heavy‘mftillery'firé,
and by 1500 both platoons were receiving heavy fire and
withdrew to GIRIETER -~ apparently without orders. Capte

\
Iest, in his ta nk, renained in turret defilade bdbchind Cor-
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peny G. At 1730 Lt. Quarrie.again reported to Cormpany F
with an extra tank borrowed fron the 2nd ﬁlatoon. He re~
\

nained with them all night, returning to GERMETER early the

“
-

next nornings

Afte; Lt. Qparfie reported back,th. Col.iRipple re~
ceived orders to get all aVaflable arnor into VOSSENACKIto stop
an eneny counter-attack; Companieé B and C, 707th Tam;'
Béttalion, werag committed.“Company B initially sent its 1lst
platoon, under First Lieuténant Carl A. Anderson, into town.
This platoon was socn followed by Cap%, George S. Granger,
the cormany comnander, and the 3rd pldtoon connanded by Second
Lieutenaht Danforth Shernan., Combany C;with its eight tanks,
cone laste  The situation was described by the tankers as on€
of commlete coﬁfusion. Many of the infantfy were running ‘to
the rear out of the town. Noné‘of the tankers knew uvhere the»

front lines wore, or where the counter-attacking eneny was

‘locateds The first platoon of Company C cccupied a position

northeast of VOSSIHACK and fired to the north until about.

0900 when it pulled back to GERILTER. Meahwhile, in Company

‘B, Lt. inderson’ evacuasted the crew of a danaged Company © -

~

tank by piacing onc.man fron the crew in each of his tanks

and réturning with his entire platoon’to the LD, Although he
agked for and received pernmission fron Capt;.Granger to nake -
this evacuatioﬁ, there éecms to be no so@nd_reason fof faking

all of these tonks out of nction at a time when presunadly
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they were. badly neceded. “ﬁé'soon returned to VOSSTIACK,
" | however, and relioved the 2nd platoon, Company Cs by 0930,

| When the Corpany B'tankors'f;rst entercd VOSSTNACK they knew
nothing about the ground and loss about the situation. As a
result they fired'firsf into buildings occupied by the friendly
infanfry‘and coused sone casualties.. They also fifed perilously
close to the third platoon of Company C and sone tank destroyers
which wefe in the towmn. During ail of this time Capt. Granger
was'trying to locate the infantry battalion commender to get
an intelligent picture of what was hapoening. |

Whether or not there was a Gernan counter-attack is
wncertain fron the'availdble‘accounts. Lt Wovak!s Conpany C,
3rd platoon "is credited with'stopping'some quman infantry
approaching the town‘fromnfhc east and southeast. The one fact
that cen definitcly be reconstructed is that the American in-
fantry defendéré, having bécn subjectéd to unceasing artillery
ﬁnd nortar firc for five'days, had reached thé’limit of their
endurance. then the first shouts of counter-attack went up,
panic spread like wildfire and the nen’left their hales and
ron. to thg:rear. When Capt. Grangér-located the infaﬁtry:
battalion OP hé foﬁnd that the battalion cormonder, though
present, . was a‘combat‘fatigﬁe caéualty_and that a captain
on his . staff was in actual cormand, _

In theMinitiél action 6f'00mp9hy B in VOSSIACK it is

of,interest.fo note that requests and orders to Corpany. B canc




Capt. West of Company C rather than from the tank or infan£ry
“battalion commander; ’Capt. “est was in town at the time Com-
pany -B was committed, but the accounts indicate that even he
3id not know the infantry situation. Capt. West was killed
about 6900 by an enemy shell which landed in the turret of

: his tank. Capt. Granger took command of the tanks of both
companies and kept his ist and 3rd platoons in'thé‘vicinity
‘of VOSSENACK the remainder of the day. Artillery fire kmocked
out three tanks and the only di;ect action against the enemy
was the destruction of a small infantry counter-attack, At
09004 Lt. Quarrie of Coipany C, came forward and relieved the
tanks ovaompany B for thé ﬂight.

This day's action at VOSSEﬁACK is'a graphic illus~-
tratioﬁ of the dangers attending such vague orde;s as tﬁose
sending tanks into the town. The comrunication ‘and coordin=-
ation necessary between the tanks and infantry had completely
b;okéh'&own. When Capé. West was kiiled the remaining tanks
wererundef the command of Capﬁ. Gragger who was not familiar
with the terrain and who was alsd;occupied in trying to es~-

'tablish coﬁtact with the local inféntry defenders; !~-w -

By this time the fo§t troops in VOSSENACK conéisted’\
largely of engineefs of the 1i71th Engineer,Combathroup (two
battalions) supporting the 28th Division. D,uril..ng the ﬁight,
Brigf Ge%i Géque.A, Davis), assi;tant givision gomm;ndef,
visitéd the town end ordered the engineers to retake the

eastern end which had been abandoned by the infantry and re-
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occupied by Germans:in undetermined strength.

About 0300 on the following day, Lt. Quarrie's tank
was disabled by a difect hit on the furret,while another .tank
of his platoon'wés hit in.the engine compartment. Lt. Quarrie
was not ihjured;-hOWever, aﬁd at 0500 he wés:galled to the
engineer CP for\his recommendations_as.to the employﬁent of
tanks. in the engineer counter-attack to take place thatl
morning. He explained that he was o be relieved by Lt.
Johnson of Company B, but recommended thaf tanks not be used
on the left (north) flank of the town because of its vulner-
ability from the high groond at HURTGEN and BRANDENBERG. (See
Appendix I;) At 0730 Lt. Johnson, accompanied by Lt. Anderson
and Capt. Granger srrived. Lt. Anderson led Quarfie's plafoén
back to GERMETER, and Quarrie followed with Capt. Granger after
orienting: Johnson on the engineer plan.

At this time the enrineers held a north-south line
through VOSSENACK at ;bout the center of the town; Lt. John-
son's platoon was to move up ;he rigﬁt (south)‘flank of the
town immediately after the artillefy barrage which hepalded the
engineér attack,v One company;of engineers was to attack from
hoﬁse to house up the main road,gf the town with Lt. Johnson'é
tank firingltWO rounds into each'ﬁouse vefore the assault,
This plan succeeded and the engineers were sble to rotake the
entireiéown.

Despite direct and indirect artillafy and bombing and




strafiny from friendly planes, casualties to the tanks were
e \ .

\1. largely from other causes., One was immobilized by a mine,

another bscame bogged in a shell hole, while a third bedame’
inoperative\because‘of a broken gas-liné.

An incident occufred here which emphasizes the necessity
for dependable communic&tionsu A gaerdled radio message caqsed
the enginéers tow&ithdraw from the eastern end of the ééwn.uhder
the impression that they were ordered to ﬁold north-south line

hrough the church.- They’did this without notifying the tanks
Vo . and then called down artillery and mortar fire on the eaétern
end of the tovm. This firs fell around It. Johnson and his-
tanks until he succeeded in getting it moved farther east. The
vacant parf of the town was ogain occupied by friendly troops

and the tank plaﬁoon remained in position until relieved by

T—— =< —-----  uLu., anderson and his.plaﬁodn'étwiSOC; This platoon iﬁﬁédiately
received direct aftillery fire from its right front and Lt.
Aﬁdersoh ordefed his tanks to move back,,intending’only that
they back .out of the line of fire. At this point his radio

failed and because of the loss of contact, the rest of his pla-
toon returned all the way to GERMETER. He ;tartédﬁba¢k aftef
his platoon, but enroute he met Lt. Col. Henbest, commanding
the an battalion, 109tﬂ Régiment, which had been ordered to
relieve the Eﬁgineers of‘the defense of ﬁOSSENACK. Tﬁe ;oionel

. told him that he and Capt; Graﬁgef)had decided to keép the tanks'

in GERMETER since they could move up easily when desired, and

I
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their presence'only drew unwelcome artillery fire,

About 0500, on the morning of -8 November, Lt. Col.
Henbest called for tanks, and at 0600 Lt. Anderson, with

s -

four tanks, moved into VOSSENACK and occup ied p051t10ns at the

western end of the town, His platoon moved in and around the

town for the rgst of the day except between 1200 and 1400 when

“

he returned for resupply. He was relieved at 1200 by_Lt.'Novak
of Company C, who remained in thu town after Arderson's platom

retarned: . Andersen's nain.action during the day consisted of

firing his tanks and adjusting artillery fire on moving targets\

and gﬁn flashes.‘ He also ealled and received an air strike on

some enemy tanks which had been sighted. After dark both pla-

"toons returned to GERMETER; Lt Novak came back on foot ahuad of

his> platecon suffering from severs shoulder and leg wounds
8 30vember mﬂrked.the last of the action for Company

C in VOSSENACK; Durlng thﬁ flgbtlng here it had tried to kee

one ple toon in town with t 18 Jnfantry at all times. This

effort‘was not usually in’ response to deﬂlnlte requests for

* armor for sPeeifio missions, but was rather an attempt to give

contlnuous «rmored sgpport.

o

At 0630 on 9 November, th 2nd platoon of Company B,

numborlng three tanks, moved . 1nto VOSSENACK. By now it was

) snoW1ﬂg and v131billtv wos nile. At 0900 one of the sergeant

taﬁk-bommanders'asked.permission of 'Lt Johnson to return to

GERMETER., His gunner was almost hysterical from battle exhaus-




tion and naeded a rest., Permission was granted, and two tanks
were left in the town. Later in the ﬁorniﬁg an officer (uniden-
tified) from the artillery, walked over and asked the tanks to
leave town. They did so, apparently without questioning the ‘
authority of the ofder. This concluded active participation of
Company B, 707th, in VOSSENACK,; although it remained on alert
status in GERMETER during 9 and 10 November ,

The actlon of the 707th Tank Batta 110n at VOSSENACK is
a perfect example of the unnecessary loss of lives and material
occasioﬁed by (1) lack of mutual understanding between the armor

*

and infantry arms; (2) lack of efficient communication between

these two arms or a failure to use such means; (3) lack of exchange

£ tactical Jnfo“mutlon between the arms on the 1ower 1evels.

It was v1t11 to the /8th Infantrv Division to hold
VOSSENACK since the division »SR to SCHMIDT pﬂssed through this
town. If the tanks had been used as o mobile reserve and given
complete, clear and concise orders when committed, the losses

. ¥
both to the armor and the infantry would have been less,

°
t

’ . !

'ihe role of the cngineers in this action should not be
§verlooked. Their mine }econnaissance and mine clearing activﬁ-i
ties did little to prevent the loss of tanks from mine demage.
At & minimum, routes of countér-aﬁfack should havé been cleared

early in the action in order for the infantry to receive maximum

benefit from the armor in the mobile reserve capacitye.




Action.at XOMMIRSCHEIDT and SCHMIDT

Concurrently with’the action at VOSSENACK troops of the 112th
Regiment bécaﬁé involvéd-in fighting at KOVMERSCHEIDT, and SCHMIDT,
These two towns are accessible from VOSSENACK only Ey a tortuous,
twisted trail wﬂich passes. through, the forest and dips into the
_valley of the KALL RIVER.(Eigure L) . This trail was a distinct
ecbstacle for tanks, tank destroyers, an& suppiy and medical

vehicles. It was narrow, unpaved, barely the width of a tank,

- and was characterized by sharp angled turns and rock abutments

which hindered the passage of vehicles, .These conditions were
aggravated by phe fréquent rainfall occurring in early November, _
SCHMIDT, it will be remembered, was'the objective of the 112th

"Regiment and of the 28th Divi§ion.infthefattack which began on 2

S Cvenoeie aee Lmpurvance was 158 conTrol o at good oad net

end the fact that it dominabed the SCHTAMANAUEL DAM on the ROER -
RIVER, Since VOSSENACK had beén teken wifh'comparative case on
the firét day, it was decided to pass the lst and 3rd battalions
through the 2nd in VOSSENACK to attack KOMMERSCHEIDT and SCHMIDT
respectively, This was a slight change in theforiginél plan which
contemplated the attack through,RICHELSKAﬁL, However, after an
abortive attempﬁ in this direction on 2,November, the plan was
changed as indicated.. Thé new plan was sucoeaéfﬁl and by nighth.
fall the 3rd battalion was in SCHMIDT, having taken it virtually
unopﬁosed,ﬂwhile the 1lst battalion was in and around»KOMMERSCHEiDT
‘also océupied with very little trouble. However, the attackers

who had. been so successful soon became the defendersipf their
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the following accdunt.

PR

[

respective towns without Ameriean arﬁor'forward to support them,
Company 4, 707th Tank Battaiion, was thé unit which was committed
to the support of these troops and was relnforced by Company
C, 893d Tank Destroyer Battallon (equlpped with M lO's) The
difficulties which beset the tanks and ‘TDs are brought out in

2 Novembér found Company 4, 707th Tank Battalion, located
in QERMETER in a reserve role, Its mission was (1) to support
by fire the attack of Company C with the infantry on VOSSENACK,

(2) to guard against ‘a possible counter-attack from HURTGEN and

| the north east, and (3) to be prépared to support the 1lst and .

.3rd battalions, 112th Regiment,-in'their attack on SCHMIDT,

After an inactive day; Capt. Bruce M. Hostrup, the company comman-
der, was called to the regimental CPgat 1800, He was told that
his company was to support the attack Qf the 3rd battalidn which
hed the mission of securing KOMMERSCHEIDT and of driving on to
serze, consolidate, and establlsh road blocks in SCHWIDT, Next
he met Lt, Col Flood Ce O of the }rd battalion, to discuss
plans for the attack.

The:tanks were to be employed as follows: 2nd and 3rd

tank platocns support L and K- companles respectlvely as they o

'attacked KOMMERSCHEIDT abreast starting from the church at VOS=-

SENAGK- the lst tank platoon follow at about four hundred yards,
The tanks with the leadlng companies ere initially to lead the

1nfantry and assist in cleanlng out any Germans who might Occupy

. the nose of the ridge. Next, they planned to fire into the woods

\

51



while the infantry moved forward, and finally, pull back to

high grcund from Whlch they could fire directly into KO;MERSCHEIDT

‘until the infantry reached the hlll immediately north of that

tom, Although the assaulting %nfantry companigs intended to
lay wire as they advanced, the fcease fire' to the tanks was
to depend on visual means énlyf

* The attack jumped'off at 0700 3 November and went

almost as planned, - Platoon leader, Lt, John J. Clark lost his

tank to a German mine. The rest of the tanks pulled back to

the high ground, commendsd firing into'KOD:mnERSCIIEIDT as out~
lined; and lifted their fire when they Were.abieAto see the
infantry moving in good formation up the high ground 5n the
other side of the_KALL RiVER., The tanks then t ook advdntage
of :hat-dcfilade was available and waited for Word‘froﬁAthe
engineers that tﬁe trail between VOSSENACK and‘KQMMERSCHEIﬂx

was passable,

About 1700 word came from Lt.'Col. Ripple that the cng=

»ineers'had reported the road clear, Capt, Hostrup in one of

his tanks rsconnoitered the road and found that it was‘still
impassable for tanks. hftor reporting this to Col Rlpplv;

who relayed it to division headquarters, the captdnn was sub= ‘
sequently ordered to rerain in place until morning,  He was

told that engineers Wqﬁld work on th. road fo~KOMMERSCHEIDT

ali night,;aTheltanks remained in this position thc rest of

the night dgring which time artillery and mortar fire'hit Sove

eral but caused. no material damage;
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gorgeant ngine the asmene3 L

by this time, however, from other causes., ILt, Clark's had hit

a mine, a second had thrown a track, 4nd a third had bellied up

on a shérp rocky ridge, The fire received dﬁring the night pré—
vented retrievers from cominé to their aid,

At daylight Company & again tried thetrail to KOMMERSCH-
EIDT. It, Raymond E. Fleig leading the first platoon started
to move through the draw, but as he reached the entrance his
tank hit a mine and threw a track. This was 24 hours after
the engincers had reported the road clear of mines, Lt. Fleig
reported to Ceapt. HpStrup who told him to get his tankﬁclear
of the road == thc company had to go through, Lt, Fleig then

began a battle with the terrain which resulted in a number of
i .

© . disabled tanks and denied tank support to the infantry in

KOMMERS CHETDT and SCHMIDT, In attempting to move his second
tank around the first it élipped off the left side of the road
and became mired in the soft ground. At this point his platoon

L N : - e .
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maining three tanks of the platoon past the commend tank and *

" removed the stuck tank;,

As sbon.as“the lead tank was clear Lt., Fleig took it
torard the river, being forced at intervals to back ;nd turn
the tank in order to negotiate the turns in the traii (Fié;re 4.)
At the three switchbacks he wes forced to dircct the tank on ;
foot, After crossing the stonc bridge at the KALL he led his
tark on foot nearly to\the top of thé hill north of KOHMERSCHEIDT.-

He made a bricf visual recennaissance of his route, mounted his




tank, and rode into tO‘n, ary 1v1ng about 0730, Therevhe rep~
orted to the CO of the 1lst battallon, 112th Regiment, statlng
" that he expected the rost of his company up by noocn., The colonel

told him that a German counteratiack had’driveﬁ part. of the

3rd battalion out of SCHMIDT and asked him to take a position

from which he could support a fufthqf Withdrawél. Lt, Fleig

was joined about 0930 by his platoon sergeant with two tanks,

All three tanks.were placed in pirtial defilade covering SCHMIDT. .
The Germans apparently no longer con81dercd the defense

at SCHMIDT effective and at 1100 counterattacxmd KOAMERSCHEIDT

With infantry and tanks, Lt, Fleig destroyed two Mark IVS'

and the other two tanks accounted for a third. Fleig then

moved to his left where the~defénders were giving way and eng=

aged and knocked out'a_Mafg V, aftor which he returned to the

other American tanks and continued to fight with them until the

attack was finally repelled at 1300.' The tanks spent the remainder

of thgﬁafxennmam_ulmmmn—‘f?fff—;:ii:::j; wost of SCHMIDT which

the cenemy was trying to reoccupy. Lt, Fleig had been instructed

. not to fire into SCHMIDT as part of M Company, 112th Regiment,

- was still there, fbout 1500 these troops pulled‘out and Lt, " .
Fle eig ‘was- ordered by the rcglrental co to recain where he was,
The colonel promised hlm»lnfantry ground support addlng_that he

expected another counterattack and stat d that he felt if the

tanks moved out of position, even for resupply, the infantry

on the position would leave also, The expected night attébk
did not materialize, but artillery and mortar fire rained on the

areds
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During the time that Lt. Fleig was engaged in KOM. ER-
SCHEIDT Cépt..Hbstrup was desperatley trying to reach the town

with the remainder of Company A, He had walked down the trail

“to assist thelast of Lt Fleig}s pl@toon-in crossing the KiLL,

The last tank of the platoon threw a track and became mired at

the bottom of the draw, Aboﬁt this time It, Clark in his pla-
toon mergeant's tank led his platoonAforwafd. Not knowing the
method which had been used,ﬁo winch the lst platoon around the
dead tank at the trail entrance, Lt, Clark lost his tank off
tﬁevroad to the left when it tricd to pass., Lt. Clark and the
sergeant dismounted to survey the éituation when artiller& fire
killéd the gsergeant and wounded It. Clark."The next tws tanks
u81ng tho two immobilized tanks as buffers went stralght through
on the road, Upon reaching the first bad curve the tank in

the lead slipped off the road to the left and thrcw a track,.

The next tank, about 150 yards behlnd, also slipped off the 1eft

of the road thrcwing both tracks,_ Thus there were three tanks
blocking the MSR to KOMMERSCHEIDT with little chance of gete
ting maintenance vehicles near them,

" Capt. Hostrup, later goined by personnel from hlS com=
pany maintenance sectlon, vorkud on the vehlcles and on the MSR.
The cfnter tank of the three was of most concern to the workers:
its tracké were replaced time after time only to'have'it roll

8 few yards and lose 1ts tracks agaln. The tankers in the draw

also assisted the englneers in tr71ng to dig bypasses out of

-the high right bank of the rcad to rc-open 1t for trafflc.
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These banks were largely stoﬁe, however, and even blasting

falled to produce satlsfactory results, Durlng the day and

nlght the work of the tankers and the englneers was contlnually

1nterrupted by 1nterdlctory mortar and artlllery fire and onee

the workers were delayed by the stream of infantry pourlng

back from SCHMIDT: Capt. Hgstrup,kept Col. Ripple abreast of

the situation and received the promise of additional engineers

By midenight the tank battalion S=4 was on the road waiting to

take a supply train through to KOMMERSCHEIDT. Finally, actiqg'

" on orders from tank battalion headquarters and with daylight

approachlng, Capt. Hostrup end his men yolled the blocking tanks

into. the draw, permittlng the supplv trains to go through.
At 0430 Capt., Hostrup walked back up the road to his

3rd platoon position and stayed there until 0600 at which time

“he returned to the MSR. He learned that the englneers had

been able to get bulldozers in and that the road was passable,
Returning to the 3rd platoon, he attached to the platoon the
remaining two tanks of the 2nd platoon and followed this group

toward the road\entrance. 1t, Payne, commanding the third"

' platoon, halted to allow nine destroyers from the 893rd Tank

Pestroyer Battalion to move through ahead of him, Little dlfug

ficulty was experienced with the road, and it, Payne had his
platoon on the hill north of  KOMMERSCHEIDT by 0900, Capt.
Hostrup's tank developed englne trouble south of the KALL and
he radloed Lt, Fleig to take command of all “tanks in the area

pending his arrival, ¢
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Lt, Fleig with his three tanks helped the infantfy

beat off a small tank-infantr&'counter~attack, which faltered

after a German Mark VI had réceived seven direct hits from the

Lmerican tanks, About 0900 the Germavns7_countg{{{@ﬁagc_:k_edﬂ_@ga:_ir;,; B ;,WM B

I g e —

7 %giéitime Withéét tanké. Thé tank destroyers_érrived in town
during the second attack which was also beaten off, Lt., Payne's
platoon then joined the defé%ders and the enemy.counter~attacked
regularly at.about four~hour intervals during the day; none of
tﬁe attacks wereiéuccessful. At dark the tank destroyers went
to the rear to resupply, bui the tanks again were ordered to
_?emain in the town. Capt. Hosfrup's tank, again operative,
was at the regimental CP where the regimental CO wanted it‘for
communicaficn pufposés, The division commander's orders to
thetregiment that night were to hold KOMMERSCHEIDT at all costs,
A% about 0330 a Germén counterattack cut the lightly -
defended MSR anrd the énemy roamed it practically 'at will, Part
~ of the tank:battalion S=/4 section was cut off in KOLMERSCHEIDT
The infantry regimental CP moved south’ into the town and joined
‘the 1lst battalion CP., At 0900 the Compgny 4 tahks pfotecting
the south and southeast flanks of the town spotted another |
counterattack which was effectively broken up by artillery,
tanks, and TDs, The tanks remained ot 8- formard slope all day
with the dugé%n inf%ntry bdt were forced to move continually
in the face of direct fire and artillery froﬁ the excellent
German positions near SCHMIDT, HARSCHEIDT, (FO70306)‘and

BERGSTEIN, consuming more of their now precious‘gasoline. When
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night fell the tanks pulled :m near the buildings of the town,
Two of Lt. Fleig's tanks Weré sent to the rear, having received
 direct hits which jammed their turrets, |

Meanwhlle, an unusual event was taking place. The tank
battalion commander was appo;nted commander of a task force to
be known as Task Force Rlpple consisting of: (1) .The 3rd bat=-
talion, 110th Infantry ‘egiment (alrcady weekened by flghtlng
in the socuth of the d1v1510n éector), (2) Company A, 707th Tank
Battalion (already in‘KOMMERSCHEIDT), (3) Compapy'D (1ight tanks)
of ‘the 707th, and (4) Company C, -RG3rA Tank Destroyer Battalicn
(aiso in KOMMERSCHEIDT but weakeued by 3 or 4 deétroyers),
- plus one platoon of Coméany B, 893rd. Compap& D 707th was on
a screening mission to the south and actually never joined the
task force; nor did the extra platéon of'ténk deétroyers,

At 0245 on the morning of Nbvember'the.battered infantry
battalion of Task Fércé\Ripple crossed its line of depafture
GERMETER RQAD-HURTGEN). Its mission was to pass through the em~
b&ttladJ.defenders of KOMMERSCEEIDT, piék up the remainder
of the task forgg, and recépture SCHUIDT,

| At daylight the weather,valready coid,-Was made more
'disagreeable by rain, The 3rd battalion 110th Regiment, undof
Lt. Col, Ripple, TF co@mander, arrived at the woodline north of
KOMMERSCHEIDT in time to witness a German counterattack on the
tcwu following a 30 minute artillery preparatlon. The size

'of the enemy force was estimated as from cne to two battalicns

supported by tanks, Estimates of the number of hostile tanks
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" vary from 6 to 30 (probably 12-15), but the observers in many
cases were hordering on hysﬁg}ia. The American infantry dug

in about the town had‘had fizé poured into their foxholes from
domihating positions for sevéral days. The eneny tanks were
engaged by American’ tanks, ﬁﬁs and infantry bazookas. Three

TDs and two of the defenéing.ténks were knocked out. One ser=
geant.téhk commander, whose tank %as shot out from under him,

" took over the crew of a TD which had lost its commander and |
fought until that too was knocked out, The defending armor

: beéah a withdraﬁal to the north, losing two more tanks with
thrcwn>£raoks. The infantry, batterea and depleted by being
under constant fire for five days, was also leaving. Finally
_one tank and two TDs remained and supported Company C of the
112th Regiment, holding4§he woodsline north of KOMMZRSCHEIDT,
where the infantry battalion of TF Ripple was aiso located,

The oﬁe remaininé-tank was Lt, Fleig's., Aftér dark Lt, féyne A
took a patrol forward and carried back ammunition from his‘cwn
immobilized tank to he used by Lt. Fleig, The defenders of tﬁe '
woodsline_were required to beat off another coupteraftack during
the night,

‘This ragged force held the 7oodsline dufing the fol-
léwing morning even'thbugh m;ny of the troops had gone to the‘
rear during the\night;- There was little activity on this day
but tﬁe recapture of SCHMIDT was out of the question. About
1700 the force was ordered to withdraw nofth of the KALL and

| to destroy the remaining. tanks and TDs. This terminated the
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action of Company i of the 707th ac & flghtlng force in the HURTGEN

FOREST, The remalnlng men of the company "ere led back to GER-

" METER by Capt., Hostrup, Lt. Flelg and other officers, Company

A had lost 15 of its 16 tanks and- 32 men were missing

The key to the fallure of the ‘forces at KOMMERSCHEIDT
and SCHMIDT was the failure pf adequate and timely armored sup-
port, Because of the terra%é and road net the armored support
depended in turn on engineeggsupport. We have seen that the
bulk Qf the engineér group attached to the 28§h Infantry
Division was engagéd in fighting in VOSSENACK, Even those
who were assigned to mgke the MSR passable for tanks were re-
Qpired to provide their own security which reduced the number

of men'available to work on the road., The lesson learned~h§re

is that if armor is to support the infantry operation it must

be made ceértain prior to the‘operation the armor can move to

the'vital'area when needed,

The less of SCHMIDT was a bitter blow to the Allied

" cause, and "it was not recaptured until early 1945,

o Logisticél Consideragiggg
In spite of the.inadequate road net resupply of the
707th Tank Battalion became sérious only in rcrsard to Company
A in KOMMERSCHEIDT, Co@paniés‘B and C withdrew their platoons

regularly from VOSSENACK and were able to effect resupply with |

relative ease,’

During ‘the action at KOMMERSCHEIDT the battalion supply -

trains reach«d Company A twice: onee on the night of 4-5 Novemher
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and again on éhe following night, The trains cmnéiéteﬁ largely _
of ’weaséls'iwhich had been borrow;d from the inféﬁtry,‘and even
theserverSatile’vehicies had diffibulties‘with the MSR since
they ﬁere pulling “trailers, The trailerS‘had to be unhitcﬁed
and man-handled around the dlfflcult turns of the MSR., Two
way traffmc was out of the questlon even though this road was
the only route of medlcal evacuatlon for the troops south of ‘
_the KAIL, On both nights the troops of the tank pattalion .in
KOMMERSGHEIDT recelved gasoline, ammunition, rations, Water,
and mail, On the second nlght oart of the supply section ine.
cluding the S$-4 ‘and deadquarters Company commander who had
écdompaniéd him were cut off when the Gérmans‘moved’onto the |
‘MSR;.’They-subsequently tdok bgrt'in thé Withdréwal described. in
thé account of Company A, | " |
Tt is interesting to néte from a lqg%stics,as well as

tactical point of view that Company é fiied sustained indirect
 fire missions for a period of four days under the direction of
the 28th,D1vlslon~Art111ery. They were able to keep up their
fire at a time when artilléry»ammunition to the division was‘
fatioﬁed. |

| Evacuation of vehiclesrpresented an unusual‘problem in
. that alljbf them~haa to*be moved or repairediundé; fire, Underv
.normal conéitions the fighting has moved on when the maintenance
éreW;_conduct battlefieid evacﬁation, but in the,HURTGEN main-
tenance éehicleé wepe vuinerable to the same enemy action'that

took toll of the tanks, The situation which developed, on thév
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MSR between VOSSENACK and KOMMERSCHEIDT éémanded the presence
- of maintenahce vehicles, but the condition of the road as well

as’hostiie artillery made it almost impqssible for these vehicles

.to be used. : : 7 [

- - T

Ndrmention is maaé in the combat interviews of the bat=

" talion medical detachment; therefore, it is assumed that evac-
uation of the wounded was through infantry iﬁstallatigns. “There
is an occasional reference to tanks evacuating their own wounded,
and Lt.>Col. Ripple admits that in the withdrawal from KOMMER-
'SCHEIDT many vounded were left behind because there was ho way
to gét them out. Some were evacuated on improvised litters
carried by soldiers who-striﬁped themselves . of their combat

equipment to perform this task. Company A listed 32 men missine

"“’55‘%515'%§€£E§;wa1 and ‘the infantry battalion listed about 155.

The experience in KOMMERSCHEIDT is a grim commentary on
“the import;nce of cléaring, maintéining, énd strongly sécuring'
a main route of supply and evécuation. Although the ground
distance to division réar installations was relatively short,
the defenders at SCHWIDT and KOMMERSCHEIDT were, in effect,
diyorced.lcgistipally from the division, The terrain in a la?ge
measure was responsible for this, althouéh the action bf the
enemy;céftainly—played ité éart.; Thus ancther bitter lesson

was learned on the battleground of the HURTGEN FOREST.

Conclusions
The 707th Tank Battalion permanently lost 31 medium

tanks ih.the_HURTGEN FOREST; 15 from Company A, 7 from Company |
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- and eleven men wounded.

B; and 9 from Company. C. ' Moé% of these Were due to mines or
enemy shell fire. On the nlght of 8-9 November the battalion
reached its lowest ebb with only nlne effective medium tanks

remainlng. Company D, the llght tank company, was not commltted

In view of the vehlcular losses the personnel casualtles among

the tankers seem rather 11ght. The missing men of.Company A

.doubtless included some dead -and wounded however, aside from:

these only thrce men were known»to be definitely killed, and

- one officer and six men wounded Exact flgures for company B -

, are not available but after actlon reports 1nd1cate that they

were rather light, Company C hed two killed (including the

commanding officer), one man missing in action, and one officer

- soft ground, Since under the prevailing conditions there was

From the standpomnt of combat effectiveness ‘the above
flgures of tank casualtles are imporuabt as is the fact that
during the actlcn many tanks were immobilized by thrown tracks or
no'vay‘of rapidly returning these tahks to action, they were
Just as. 1neffect1ve as if they had been completely demolished.

At no time durlng the actiom at VOSSENACK at KOMMERSCHEIDT,

and particularly at SCHMIDT did -the infantry have the tank

support to which: 4t was entitled.

' The 707th Tank Battallon was employed entirely in supé
port of 1nfentry, elther bffen31ve1y or dofen31ve1y, but never
in a seperate\ermoredbactlon.b ‘Neither the battallon nor its ,"

companics were at any time employed in mass against a given
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objécti#e;' Admittedly, this was preqluded by the terrain to a -

large degree rather than byztactical decision,:

Ih the light of prusent doctrine and with the advantage
of hind-sight, it appears that the tanks in support of the VOS-

SENACK defense could have bgen'better‘employed as a counterattack-

ing force and used only when it was necessary to repel a German

attaék;v As they were actually used, they merely,drewifire which
they could not accﬁrately return and were of nq'matefial'value
to the‘infantry, except poésibly for mprale!considerations.

hgain with the'advantaée of hindsight it appears that
early efforts to,éleaf the road between VOSSENACK and KOMMERSGHEIDT
of mines, to imé;ove it with engineer work, and tO'hOia_it str= .
ongly would have paid immeaéﬁrable dividends to the 28th Infantry
Division. _ | |

It is apparent that the job of the tank battalion commanderr
aftached to an infantry division is-espeéially difficult, A&lthough
he can recommend the employment.of‘his tanks, his recommendations
frequently may be rejected, He usually_finds his companies aﬁd
plqtoons widely separdtéd and caﬁ ho longer éffectivély command

his units. He must content himself with keeping contact with

. them and with higper headquarters, trying to see that his compané

ies ére'supported logistiéally, and trying always to be in the
position where he isineéded most, In many instances he is rcduced
to acting as a relay.station between his_units'and the supported

infantry or as a mere dispatcher,
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In the Puropean war many Separate tank battalions made

. a distinction between whether they ¥ Were attached to 1nfantry

lunlts or in dircet support, feeling that the latter allowed them

more independence. ®hatever Justlflcatlon may ex1st for this
feellng, the only practlcal effect at company level is to weaken
coordlnatloq. The new organlzatlon whlch finds the tank company
organic to the regiment'and the tankfbattallon organic to the
infantry/diﬁision,should eliminate this probiem.

The eonclusions drawn are based oﬁ fighting in an area
characterized by thick Woﬁds, deep ravines, and poor roads an?
complicated by rain, mist, and snow, Although the tank fighting

in VOSSENACK was not in the forest, the presence of the surround-

*ing woods determined the nature of the action, The forest limited

visibility‘ahd maneuver, provided cover for the'enemy AT weapons,
and found the tanks in exposed p081t10ns to their great disad-
'Vantage, In the actlon at KOMMERSCHEIDT affected by the dlfflc-
ultiésfin clearing the MSR, woods and terraln'dec1§edly 1nfluenc¢d
the outcome,

To say tﬁat\tanks'should not have been employed at all in
the operations of the 28th Division would be an improper concle’

usion for time and again their work was pffectlve agalnst the

eneny and,as51sted‘the'supported infantry., Rather, 1t is to be

concluded: (1) Tanks should not occupy defensive positions in
clear view from dbminating terrain, (2) Ldequate routes for
movement, supply, and evacuation must be provided for tanks,

(3) The inclusion of tanks in the infantry division and regiment
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islmandatory for- effectlve command and communicatlon. (4) Armor‘
support was of materlal value to the 28th Infantry D1v1sion,

The 28th Infantry Division succeeded in getting elements
south of the KALL RIVER to KDMMERSCHEIDT and SCHEMIDT in its attempt
to seize the ROER.RIVERvDAMSf ‘Because thel707th-Tank Battalion
could nbt-gef suffieientfarmored‘suppbrt forward over the inad—'A
equate route ffoﬁ*VOSSEKACK 0 KOMERSCHEIDT, the forces south
’of_the KALL RIVER could not hold their*geins, and were driven
| back across the river, On 14 Novemberg the 8th Infantry Div=
ision in VIII;Tderpﬁ’ ZOnelteAthe south begen elmutdal ex—

. "change of zones eith the 28th'Division, which was ccmpletEd on
19 Novembe:.\ (For ection of 8th Infantry Division see Chapter
vi)" Meanwhile, however, the VII Corps opened its major offenw
sive to break out of the ncrthern edge of the HURTGEN FOREST and

" seize cross1ngs of the ROER in the v1c1n1ty of DUREN
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CHAPTER IV

THE 745TH TANK BATTALION IN SUPPORT OF THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION

Despite the failure of both the 9th Infantry Division and

the 28th Infantry Division to seize the ROER RIVER DAMS, First

Army directed that VII Corpé continue its plans for the major
offensive to seizé crossings of the ROER RIVER in the vicinity of
DUREN. The lét Infant;& Division, supoorted by the 745th Tank
Battalion, was directed to make the main effoft in the corps zone
by breaking out of the northern corner of the HURfGEN FOREST and

seizing crossings north of DUREN.

At the beginning of the month of November 1944, the 745th

Tank Battolion was disposed in positions around the southern edge

of AACHEN repairing the damage incurred in the violent fighting
for the capture of that city, and hoping for a period of quiet af-
ter months of action with the 1lst Infantry Division. On 8 Novem-

ber came the cheerless news that the 1st Division was to relieve

immediately, the 9th Infantry Division on the western edge of the

HURTGEN FOREST, and, as usual, the 745th was to support it. By
10 November the lst Division had closed in assembly areas stretch~

ing from VICHT to MAUSBACH, and as in past months, elements of

the 745th were teamed up with old friends in the 1lst Division.

The battalion headquarters, companies A and D,'were with the

16th Infantry Regiment. Company B aCCO%panied the 18th Regi-~
ment and Company C the 26th Regiment. In the 16th, each battalion

had a light tank platoon and a medium tank platoon, and through-
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out the 18th and 26th Regiments each battalion had one

medium tank platoon only. In- addition, the 1st Division had
attached to it, the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which was
disposed throughout the division in generally the same menner
as the tank battalion.l To further augment the division, the
47th RCT of the 9th Infantry Division remained in its sector
when the 9th was relieved and continued to fight under 1lst
Division command. |

Since the days of NORMKNDY the 745th Tank Battalion had
been constantly attached to the 1st Infantry Division. Its vet-
erans had seen almost every type of fighting that men and machines
were called upon to face in Europe: hedgerow fighting, pursuit
across open country, attacks upon fortified positions, and the
tedious mopping up operstions of city fighting. Sometimes their
armored punch seemed to be the spark thot kept the 1lst Division
rolling, and at other times it seemed that the tanks served
only to draw fire upon their protécting infantrymen, block
their roads, and rip up their telephone 1ines,‘ The brief per-
iéd 16 November to 7 Deceﬁ%er_1944, saw examples of all the
above types of fighting compressed into the narrow sPace'of a

few miles of village spotted forest on the western edge of GERMANY,

\

Combat Operations

With knowledge gained from unhappy experience in previous
assaults in the HURTGEN_FOREST, the First United States Army laid

careful plans for a new assault that would sweep to the ROER

. RIVER. Artillery was massed in support from every unit under
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First Army control; plans were laid for a formidable bombing along
the whole front by more than 2500 bombers from Unlted States and
British air forces, and ground forces were carcfully briefed until
all wos in recdiness. D-Day was set for 156 NMovember, and for six
cold, miserable days the tankefs and infantrymen sat and waited,
It finally came, wet, cbld,‘and overcast, but at 1100 the weather
cleared and the bombing began.3 It was onc of the largest pre-
attock bombardments yet eqployed in froﬁt of an arny, and the part
of it which fell in the 1st Division zone seemed enough to churn
the forest and hillé into rubble, The towns §f HAMICH and
GRESSENICH were saturated, and the woods on all sides were splin-
tered and smoking when H-hour ceme at 1245, (For the actinns
covered in the following pages of this chaptef, sae Map-:’)e Appen~
dix V,) )

As the smoke of fhe bonbing élearedvaway, the 16th Regi-
nent moved out of SCHVENHUTIE toward BAMICH with %ts attached
tanks following, Due to terrain obstacles and the limited fields
of fire the tanks of Company A, T45th, sfruggled forward . with.
their assigned infantfy battalions without firing..u At the same
time the 47th RCT jumﬁed off fronm the woods south of GRESSENICH
with that town as their objective, 'ith them were the attached
tanks of Company A, 746th Tank Battalion, which accorpanied the

N
leading elements of the infantry in this more suitable terrsin,
The third element of the attack was the 26th Infantry Reginment
which attacked northeast through the woods from SCHVENHUTTE with

the nission of seizing the high ridge about one thousand yards
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away, Company C 745th Tank Bat;alion was unable to be of much
assistance to them in this steep, wooded terrain, but did accom~
pany them,”breaking their own §rails as they advanced, The rest
of the 1lst Division remained in positions cast of VICHT awgit—
ing developments: Each of the assaulting regiments! tank des—
troyer companies frem the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion remained

in its attack position.5

High above the towns of GRESSENICH and HAMICH, commanding

observation into these objectives and all the approaches to them,

was eneny-held HILL 232 (K996446) which nllowed the Germans to

roke the whole valley with accurate artillery fire, In addition?
in spite of the massive bonbing, in theAtovns of GRESSENICH and
HAMICH the eneny soldiers came out of the cellars and foxholes
and quickly manned the defenses and the attocking troops were
met with heavy fire as soon as they ap?roached their objectives,
Company A, TH6th, attacking HAMICH, lost two of its tanks under
the heavy artiilery and direct fire which came in on tﬁem as
soon as the attack Jurped off, One of these tanké_was the pla~

toon leader's, and of its crew he was the only man left un- g

wounded,6 Under this shelling the infantry attack'slowed and
finally stoppéd after reaching the near edge of the town, In
GRESSENICH, almost the same thing happened to the 4U7¢h Infanﬁry, '
and the 26th Reginent with iﬁs supporting tank company nrade

only a short advance toward its objective,
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The following day, 17 November, the Alr Porce again
bombed in front of the First Arnmy with tremendous formations,
and thé ;st Division concentrated seventeen battalions of ar-
tillery on HIILL 232 (k996446) before the attack was resumed,
This time Company A T45th accompanied the leading elements of
the 16th Regiment on the righﬁVSide of the SCHVENHUTTE-HAMICH
Road,while a platoon from the 634th TD Battalion advanced
along the road, Inside HAMICH the TDs and the accompnying
infantry took one side of the stréet'while“%he'CompanymA tanks
and their infantry took the other,  The attack reached the
cénter of town before it was halted by a deternined eneny
counterattack launched from the northeast end of the town. In
this first counterattack one tank knocked out an enemy self-
propelled gun at the end of the town's noin street, dut a
German Mark V moved from behind a house not sixty yards away
and shot through the frontal armﬁr of the Company A tank be-
fore it could fire again, The infantry worked up clnse enough
to hit the Mark V and it withdrew, appurently undaragbd
After darkness fell the Gerrans crunterattacked agein w1th
five tonks and about two hundred infantrymen, firing flares
anq supported by heavy artillery conceﬁtrationsO The artillery
set fire to one of the Company A tanks>and one TD; and their
flames lit the whole area.| The 16th Reginent ordered its men
dndef cover and celled in tinme fire from its own supporting

artillery, but this only slowed up the fighting, and made the
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tank action of both forces mere important, One of the Mark Vs

groping its way in the dérkness oﬁiy'dimly 1it by the dblazing
American tanks; drove within eight yards of a Company A tank
without seeing it; The gunner soundlessly swung his turret
and fired at the Mork V at this point blank ronge destroying
it,g Four separate counterattacks were launched within HAMICH

during the night, and in the mixed up fighting the Gernan and

“American losses were about equal, One of the Panther tanks

fell in a bomb crater during the darkncss, giving the Air
Force credit for another kill althﬂugh by this time the pilots
were safely in their bunks in England, The bazooka teams of
the 16th Regiment also managed to destroy ~ne tank, while
Company A lost wo more M;hs to eneny bazooka teams and one
of the TDs was set on fire either by mortasr fire or hand gre-
nades.9 Despite the stubborn resistance at every house, and
the numerous counteratéacks, at daylight the next, 18 Nover—
ber, the 16th Infantry Regiment held most of HAMICH and was
preparing to move %o thc northeast and finish clearing the
town, |

In GRESSENICH the uytp RCT and its supporting tanks
from the 746th Tank Battalion were engage& in a similar actinn,
but with less success, At daylicht on the 18th they held
only half the town while eneny artillery fire directed from
HILL 232.poufed in on them,

Company C, 7M5th, with the 26th Regiment continued to

have more difficulty with the terrain than with the eneny and
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: i. was unalle to give much support, The inféntrymen advanced through
| the woods lesving what roads and trails there were for the use
of the tanks, but the enemy had expected just pﬁat and the roads
were well defended,' A roadblock and wire, covered by morfar‘
and machine gun fire stopped thé advance of the ﬁanks on i? Novf
ember and there was no wey to by-pass in the narrow; wooded val-
iey and thé tanks could only wait until the 26th infentrymen

advanced beyond it,

The first two days of the First Arny assault showed
that despite the hopes and plans, thérg would be no easy ad-
vances to the ROER, but instead, a continustion of the slow,
costly struggle, In the 1lst Division zone the advance continued,

but even the attacking units had so little room for maneuver

" that it is understendable that a whole TOZiNGAT BRA & DOTTIAD

of the 74Hth Tank Battalion were no% employed in the first

days,

On 1& November the Company A tanks vhich had not eﬁtered
the town opened fire fron the woods southeast of HAMICH, using
fuze delay 75 mnm HE on tlie houses in the enemy held part of
fhe téwn. After fifteen rinutes of'this firing ﬁhe white fldgs
began to appear and soon the rest of HAMICH wﬁs in the hands
of the 16th Regiment, Then, as scon as plens éouid be made and
disseminated, the attack on HEILL 232 junped off from the‘edge of
town, In the werds of Lt, William K, Scnlers, an officer of

the T45ths




veeoIt was the sweetest example of infantry-tank coopera-
tion that I have ever seen. A medium tank platoon of the
745th, a light tank platoon of thg same battalions and a
destroyer platoon from the 634th @ank Destroyer Battalion
moved out from HAMICH, carrying as many infantrymen from
the second battalion of the 16th iInfantry as possible on
their decks. They advancéd up the gradual slopes of
HILL 232, firing at the ridge line and likely German
positions and observation posts as, they moved, Thers was
low underbrush on this part of the hill, but not enough
to interfere with tank movement. About halfway up the
nill the infantry dismounted and pushed ahead on foot
while the tanks continued their fire at the dug in German -
positions and the ridge line in general. - An enemy self-

’ . propelled gun in the vicinity of (016446) kept the tanks
undér f ire most of the time and an enemy tank in the same
vicinity knocked out one of the Company A tanks. However,
the infantry advanced to the crest of the hill without a
loss. ' :

. £t this instant the German artillery opened up on the
Lmerican tanks, firing high explosives and some large
caliber jellied gasoline shells. These shells made intense
fires wherever they struck, and to avoid tank losses and to
baclk down the hill about-two hundred yards to positions
out of German observation but where they could still give
direct fire support to the infantry on the ridge line.

On top of the hill the 2nd battalion ‘infantrymén were
separated from the Germans by a low embankment about twenty
feet wide behind which the Germans were dug in. Here both
sides tossed hand grenades at each other, but the tanlkers
could see every German who showed himself to toss a grenade
and often fired their 75's at single Germans, scoring direct
hits a few yards in front of their own infaptry.1 ’

Lbout this time, late afternoon of 18 November, a heavy

- concentration from our own 3rd Armored Division Artillery fell
astride the lines on top of the hill. Fortunately, it caused .
no'casualties.among our own men, but the demage to their morale

can be gasily imagiﬁed.ll A% the same time the Germans leunched

a strong counter-attack'witﬁ about two battalions of infantry
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supported by tanks. The German tanks remained in place about

eight hundred yards to the east and fired direct support for

the counterattacking infantry who were partially successful

and managed to drive the 2nd battalion from the top of the
hill and'ﬁdlfway downbthe western slopes The hilltov changed
hénds several times dﬁring the.next two daysg but the tanks
played no great part in the fighting.,

After a lull in the fighting on 19 November, the 1st
Division assault began gnéW'on.ZO November. The 16th Infanﬁry
attacked the high ground east of HAVICH with six tanks of

Company A carrying tr&ops andileading the advance, They

crossed the open ground on the outskirts of the town, firing
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they went until they reached cover where the infantry dismounted

‘and pushed shead on foot. 4 few hundred yerds farther cast a

German tank attempted to change position in order to fire on

/

and set it burning with rpékets.

In several cases we were unable to destroy the enemy
tanks' firing at us from long range but were able to cause
them to move. When they showed fhemselves by movement, .
our Air Corps P-47s got them with rockets. Whenever the,
weather was good there were P-47s in the air over us; but
much of the work they did was. out of our observation, and
e learned of . it only when’ we overran tanks and SP guns
that they had- knocked out.l

While the 16th Regiment fought sast from HAMICH, tho

18th, supported by Comﬁany B, 745th, moved in to attack WENAU
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(F015445)- in the woods to the east the 26th regiment attacked

SGTLOSS LAUFENBERG (F029445), with its Company C tanks still |
hempered by limited fields of fire ond narroW'muddy trails. One
element 6f;this last group moving down ﬁhe road which bfanched
west toward the objective of the 18th, WENAU, lost two tanks

to the Panzerfaust fire of unseen Germans. gti11 further west
the 47th RCT, 9th Division, continued the struggle to clear
GRESSENICH.

Batween 20 and'Z? November the 16th Infantry and its

accompanying tanfs advanced palnfully through the woods 9nd
hu muddy fields untll Jts advance was stopped by the fire from

Germsn troops of the 3rd Parachute Division holed up in GUT MER=-

T BERICH ™ (FOZ0E Ty T AN TICSTUS I Giosery s I ] ; )
when & bﬂttalion of Gerrnn Inantry held out 1n ROSSLERSHOF

(RS

- CASTLE (FO15473) end it wes plammed to use tanks to shoot or
smash down the gates through ths castle walls. The Germans coulé
not fire éffeqtively ffdm éhe castle w;ils ex@ept with mabhine
guns and small armé, so six tenlks of Company A attacked across
the muddy, brush covered fields with accompanying infantry, but
the tanks bogged down almost imms 'ﬂtély. In splte of .the -
hOStllu fire the plﬂtoon leader, Lt Jo 7, Sulllven, Jumped from
his tank and acided in placmng l<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>