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almest nt vill.;

‘#o this and u

“ithat the most " bffoctivo dofcn.c a;ull-t tho Gerltl tcuk vna '

lilsc thoy c-ployol a light uuti-taik gum,- the honvily arm~

" eyed - Gtrnan tank, vitl its taotioo of firo and -Qvo-ont. vas

j”f"a*"rux.‘_nlarkdfx:ns” .

0- Boptonbor 16, 1915. Tho Briti.h 1ntrodueod tho tunk

inte -odar- tnrfarc. 'ith tho 1&!1 1n mind that thtro io a

"defense .gnin-t cvory offoulo. many -iud- om both sides were
5;yut to vork ‘at o-co te tind a dofou.o a;niu:t thiu nev 'Otpon.

T&o Gorpnnu dovolopod the nrnor-pitrcing -uehino gu- bullot.'

Both liioa. to a limited extent, o-ployod ttoli ;uno ii -

'41p.¢t.f1r. .pti ~tunk rclo. Tho-o vtro the. --Jor nnti tun!
4f(¢volop-o-tc during tho wvar, At the ond Of Iorld W;r I, tho

tank was .tt;% the king of th' b.ttlof&oll and cquld roan

Auti-tglk;thought continuod nftor tho'vur and . gon.r;lly

”ptrtllolod tht l‘velnv-snt of tho tnnk. 5inco ‘the trend in

tanks vao tovtri the ltght typc, tkio pro&ueod 'Y light uuti-

tnuk gun, such in our 3Tun gun, Tho Gorlaul voro tho oxaoptiol

Aitod tho now famous '88' in the Spani.h Givil

'ar.

.During thh ohrly dqyo ot Iorll lar II, the Brltilh fould

C‘ -'b

aubuuh. sinee that ltnhxol tho anti-tunk guutur to hit thA

~tﬁnt on ite flnnk vhiﬁh 'tl -oro Lightly nr-crod._rhit bu!

dtvoloptd inte iefcnno 1; icpth uc e k-.v it t'day. HovoVOr.

v,'ot lubluod. It was furthnr fould thnt. for anyono gun to g ng%

survive thl onslaught of tho Blitlkri.;. it had te bo oupportod



by ntitant cuo othcr gun.~?hnno twe prilcipiio - defense 1-  P

ko ;
L) !

'%, dopth aui ;utnnl tupport - havo bcon tho ba-il of 111 ltt.r_{
:'io ' }‘_ A

¥ anti-tank doctrino.'

;“" ot ' .
& At tho time of tho Gorn-n iuvncio- of Frunco. Go-or.1

Marehell diroctoa that o -tndy be made with the viev of fiqa-
>iug a- adcquato dofoato ugnillt the tllk. One of tho cona’q-
‘uoncou or this diroetivo was the eon.opticu nn& dcvolop-%nt

of tho tank dontroyor. Shortly ufter, tbo Tuuk Ddttroytr
ACo-tbr 'Il epened at Cllp Hoad, Tox;a ultor the C.lgfﬁﬂ of
- Gemeral Bruco. The -iu-ion of tho Tank Dqttroy.r éomﬁur vas
loi cnly to train the nev tnnt dostrnyor unitl but ti continuo
ﬁritcurch aloag this lime, fjﬂ R i _;i J7;“;§" |

51nco 2ll new ideas go through '3 pro;osl of ch;lgo to

'gtll tho desired objoctivo, tu-k ‘ontroyor lntoriol and

“Tdootrino undorvout co-cidornblc chn-go linco thq ti-o it

ihf )-v&%~$1r:t couooivod. The firat tank dostrcyor- -ooa in co-hut

Cdne Af¥&&n t.ga the M-3 htlr-track nounting a 13-- gnl. Duc to
\th. gnnfo‘innbility te ponotr;tt tho hoavy Gornuu ur-or lnd
" tk. ;ooy aruqr protootiou givol tt thb p.rnoiaol vy th¢ ha&fb‘_'

s trt‘k, ttl; Cmctroy.r gave -.y_to thg hi;h v.locity. fl;t-< o

L ¥

un on the u-lof

‘beu:riukq. x- nsly rtlptttlnwiw

-'~c|rr1ago offtrot tho porn-n-ol pra&aotio- frem small arno‘

'*firo nn‘ shlil fruzlolt‘. As chna- ur-or vas dovtlopod, tank

fdo-troyor- huc to toop pccc in ofdor te. -oot tbo ao:o-t throat.'

Vo
,‘. o 't




I- tb' Sprilz of 1944. tlo l.mc -alo 1&. unpoartlco. Tho x-13?

was & tull-er.ck. Righly mebile, 1ightly .r-orqc voh1e1o.i‘

-cunting l high volocity 76mm gun. This vua tho firnt voh;ola;

donig-od qopocially for tho t;nk do-troyOr‘ and is onme of tho“v
fiu'lt traek vohiclio we havo ovor -ado. It vas net 10::, o
ho'ovor. bof.ro the Gor-ul PnnthOr and Tigor tank- npponr.d
K the b;ttlo!ioll and it was found that the 76mm gun ud -.t,‘
havo tho nocccoary povtr. Tho l-as vts qroat-d ul the cuavor -
to thoao new Gerngn tants. The u-ae 1! linilur ia ;ppoaralco

te the lolo. oxcopt*thntwit moented tho'vonn“unti-siror;ft'luu.‘

Lika -atorlol. tho orga:i:a%ioh .f tho tuli do.troyor&

undarvont ooutidfruhlo chnngo in its oarIy dtyu.‘1h01 were
Vfiunlly Orglnilbd ;s hnttaltonn. grouy-. lld brigalon. Tho =
-buttalion vas tpo tactieul a-d adni-iutrutiv- nnit und was
clunsiriod oithor sy nolt-prop.llod ‘or t.vod. The snlf-
prepelled battclion conliotol -of houlquurtor- un( hc¢dqu;rtoruf’
_con,any, 'Y roeollninluneo co-pnny. thr'o ;nl co-pnnion. nad
‘.u l"icll dotgohnont. nuoh of tho gun co-panioo hgd throo _
plltoon- of f.ur .olf-propcllod gun- sash, ;171-; tho tﬁtttlion 1
a*tntnl of tiirty-uix ;u:i, Tho'ﬁotnd buttalio: v;t otiil‘;
gtb th. -olf¢propollo( bnt1;11§i tq nost ru-pcct.. tho llil \
o {idirforouoo- bcing tuqt the [! Ii'tr. teved inotoui of -ol!-r 
| E?yrpptlled and th. )&ttulion:}n;olithnn-cd co-aitttd ot o

'only;vvu‘platoolc vhith voro 1Y lt*t .r huadqnnrtorc co-nnuy.‘.

?}c'group v‘t g ict1¢u1 orgnnilation only and coloiltol'

of grqup ht;dqn:rttri}

;t ho;dquartorlheo.pnny. and twe or lor‘f?

battnliol%. Nor-ally. .no group wae attnchod te each corps.

3‘."




Il'.’ ‘h:* I . - -‘l‘,‘;

Biiovdf,:in combat, the group exereised very little semmand

fuaitlbi”-vnr fht‘ﬁattalion- sinece the battaliems were usually

CAY partner uttaou.d to ens of the divisions ef the corps. The

.1“1, tino xhat th. bnttnlioa I was vith operuted under a groeup
lirogﬁly_vt. vhon vo_vqro'nttuqhod ts'VII Cerps. In this cuse,
. tho gibﬁi’hnd'tho missien of=prot‘¢ting the roar.échclcn'of

corpu ngninlt pessible pnrnohuto nttnak. Tho battalion was

’u,or‘irol io\oatnblitl rotd bloekl tnd -aiutdil patrels 1-

don:uuc‘inn vith ether battalion.. Gonornlly. the  group:
fuictionpi tb thn tank dootroyor loetiol of the corpt or in

.olono otoi!gltion with the tank do.troyor lootio- ir 'uoh a

'noetienih;lfboo- i.t up by tho corps. . In practico, the role

of tho gro'??i‘a ‘to act as advi-or s tn-k destreyer matters,

gt‘cotrCQQttif ctﬁtcnk dontroyor o-yluynont. and as genesral

t ltti t;-k defonse.,

- supervise
*x.\iggfy .1--19n of the ‘tank do-troycr- was the

loltructicn bt Cat-y armer, It was feor this purpooo that thoy

‘:1.

were or;nlit”i a-d trainod. It vas bolinvad that tho bont way
- ” ' .

vttin i;-qion v;a te loll th; blttuliol in

t.(&@‘.l’l*i

¢ w‘

fpl: tbCrvo until un& ohdny crlorod nttnck

e

difilibi“or’ :

l.cppo;rti l:nflint

faurzng the' port¢i7tunt the battalies was.

“hold iw ronbrvc. ii nado s tl.r‘ﬁ'r‘f.C.lllilllnci of 111
. 11&01, uvouhbc lf npyronch und tho ooioctton of pooitionl )
te roptl aly ntt‘tk ccht-x through tKOco appresches,. A- seen as

‘the iiroct!on at ‘i'?atttot vas dotornisoi, the battaliem

:pvould -cvo ta tﬁt provianlly solnctbd poesitions and uvnit the

jﬁgani.. It was foand that‘dorqould beat the Germane this way,

4.
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ﬁ?} \_Lf,u-!cr oithc' the urtillcry contanllr or tho 0-3. Either he or |

. . Ry . BT
v A !
. B . . ‘ B
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. ) s S
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Sit cilil set, because of our light nrior.ﬂdiﬁgﬂif'out'vith

5*1&0-.,0nr sette 'a- . 8.0&. Strike, and Doutroy.' The * BSeek "

was made by rocounailnanco end intelligence - the " Strikb .

by hxttiug fhe eneny on the tln-k as he ontored our position -

and tho - Do-troy . by sutting him eff by firo and delivering

'»lﬂilil. cless-range, direet fire onm him,

Ia.-‘var. by the time that we landed eom tho Elropoal

°Q0lt1nt;t. tho Gor-nnn hud olfforol tremendous \unk loonou

and’ tloir productiol of t;nkt‘vn-;;oricunly~hnlporod by the

-trtiogic bombers, Tlo 1irti l‘ll. iricrii utttcko df the

Blitlkriog hud prnctieally oouood. Insto.l. tho uouul tu-k

fur-ation seén consisted ot frem tvo to ton tunka. In viov
» of”tho,rodnotio-~of the sise of the attacking armored ferce,
‘4t was ne longer mevessary to ogileylfhorttgk destreyer

.iittmlion in mass with iti-tf.mii!ouu‘firo pewor. it vas

f.u-l that & sempany, eor ovun n ,lntoou, proyorly otployol,

_hci,tc difficulty in ovorconilg this new typq ‘of Gor-au tank

,\a,

’aitntk. Thor.f.ro, it was gotornlly docided that the tank

”l

doutto:or- -louli fnrninh 01.’. -lti-tnnk unpport to the

' !ront 1ine dnitl. Thu-. the coupnllon vdro lxtuclod te the
frt;iuﬁat or tlo lo-hat oo--unt. nnl, oftqn. tho ;iatonn-

ﬁ?o! tii co-p-ny t'rcxrurthor uttlchoiito tho bnttuliolu.

Thio. cfcoutco, nadn - odustdtrthlc chnugo im tho onploy-{

-:‘QI! tt tho tank lovtroyor bnttulioi hcllquurtor. and the
“ilorvict olo-.utc. 1t thc divigtou did n.t h‘vo a® u-ti tank

otficora tho buttulion cclunndor funct!cuol in thio eupacity

-

N




f*?~coulj givo the sompany ooanandor tho -itl

T i.' . B S

ono of lia ltaff otfiooru -adt troguo-t viaitc te the rogiT
 '-0ntn1 and’ btttaliau bondquarters mnot only to roeon-ond bu%

te auporvioo tho employment of the tank dostroyerl. Very oﬂton.
it was faund to be -ont praoticablo te have a staff officoﬁ
ntay at tho rogiuontnl oolnuud poot. This cfficur would tcﬁ

1n tha lnnl cnpaclty of liason .fficor and co--nndor. Ihonqvo}

‘l ttaubaolpet vas qucountorcd. the tsnk dostroyor oftioﬁr wul

1_|r1¢kt,on the cpct to %occninnd ouploy'O:iﬂns well’ an te rcdcivo’

at;o ordtru. He. 'ould thou rnlio tho orlofl g; tho eo-pnny dr

vould ‘have the ce-pany ecn:nndor repert to f1n 80 - thut he

len ggt -ignigpch
,;7vh11. the conyuny was hoiﬂx lovo‘ up. : o o  ;
H "The J.b of tho sorvico nlo-onta of th& hattalion bocalo
f-oro diffioult, The eonptli’l. u;lor this 91:.. were usually
7fruthor widely lpruad oat. It vas noaousany, thcrnror. $e¢ plan

”‘pdhluintnin two or throd ltfforout rotho of .upply and

ooif‘ be obtained enly ac nr-y. kopt the . gornoanol of tho

sq"’,o olo-o-tc going -ornitg. neom, aud night,

_tn the taak do-troyﬂrr vort il iir0°* '"PP"* ‘f th‘  :“\

fibr tho;t!rrain ‘wa s n.noucary te do this !1"' the “'t’°’.r'

..{ {.1'.y' ‘tt‘.,t.d t. got some dofilulo or covor, as '011 ae

A“ﬁ'flooé 110140 of fire, Il the fimal ulalynit. the pooitiol

6.

_!;tion. This, plus th- fnct that n:-y .uppli.l and services



‘E'g oholll h;l to bo‘oao fro--vhtoh the ta-k io-tr;yorc eouxd
{ ¢¢|troy‘thb oniny tnnk before it eould overrum eur ews
1-f.atry., ' | ” | | |
| in ordlr that tho tnlk do-troyoro could intolligcntly
3cocpor.tc vith thb 1ntantry. clo-o liasun vu- cn--ntial.

'f”?Bnilg tho :upportiug ar-. tic plann of tho ta-t dottroy;rl .

vorc. ‘of ncoo-lity, based ou thooﬁ of tho 1-f;ntry. It 'Il.

xwthorofnro. t.tcatitl thnt th-.tank d!ttroyﬁr officcr advisoi .;’~'.

x'thh 1nfuntry ou ‘the cnpubilitit: nnd linit:tienn 0! tho tunk

. : }d.utreyorl bohro the pluo vnro luln tti tho cubu orior-

f?,f o ‘» 'oro iesuod. Furthar, tho t;nt lcutroyor plnn. hal te be tiod

| wjf.into the anti- tlnk pln!. In lrdor te de this, tbo tank d.ltroyor
.H oiiund po!t vas usually 1iioliutoly uljaccnt to that of the
;ilfnntry lnd tho tnnk do-troyor eo--an(or btoa-o 'Y -o-bcr of

-tho nptniul stnff of tho 1nfnntry eoh-atdﬁra Go--unicationn,

,dootroyor. '. al-o put a EE-8 tolopkono o tho ottuid- uf

cach dcutrcyor for oo--uniention- '1th thc'iufuntry-nu b-= PR

Ty




ﬁl‘ﬁiﬁlplﬁ ﬁ!uthii 1160' aoopcrntion and how tho tnnk

doatru;.ﬁ:»opﬁthtoi t- unlutlt ‘guns vas h.d by one platoou

s

iu thla,i!ility of lnrign‘@hv Ger-gny.V00¢ ot tho de-troyorl

vut brcught dt‘or tlnk tito s tho &ovu 'ao .ppvbachod. Thé

)

Cﬁ;,i.g.ntry 1-;.‘,.£01y Ju-pc& otf tho (Q:troyor- and the . dtntroyoro |

hurriodly sought tht bant tvailnblo tiring positiens. Thof =

tllk. s Mark 1V, vn. Qoon kuockod out, - Thc tank doltroyor\x:’
d. .

ylatooa thon toek tho bnil‘il(l 1n the . vicinity of the tnlf?

“‘v

uldir fire with HE a-nuuitiol. A censiderable mumber of‘thb
OOOIy 1nfn|try wafetﬂulhod out snd were immediately killod‘3 »”
or cnyturod by the :eco-pclyilg infantry, |
lhon the tank destroyers ;upportod aun arsered unit, thoy ‘3,¥i‘“
pould bo o-ployod in -uch the same -unnor a8 when in -upport _?;f;%:}
Y3 an iufantry unit, Thoy formed the dase of fire for the J?Z:;f?&f
"u,ultiag tenke and .nrutouod them te the ebjective, t‘mn.‘,

e o s
NP <

1n tho aananlt on s town, tho tank doatroyors vould svia;

nrouud tc tha btok of tho tov- and take pe-itiolo fro: vhich >vﬁ_F

;thiy couia slose the ono-y . nvo-uo or retreat by tirn. thn.
thty vorc froqucntly anloyod a8 tho tlauk guard fer the fg
Y _f.artortd diviliou. |
g Th- tank toltroyoro voro‘a volcolcd attneh-ont to cavulry
m}'cntts‘ ‘primartily boeauoo of tltir tiro povcr and Pu-ch. They

vvor. onployod by tha onvalry oithor in & clooo tuppart rolo “5 ' “

'  or to grestly inofease the pewer of th-ir rnoorvo. Vhew an 1 o

*
" ‘




1ipof}§-t;;bﬁdbloct 'an‘o-tlililhqd, you il?l“HIUQIIIVfil‘
fht {Ié; dilfroycra thoro-riiaforcilg tho'onrglry trcapi
‘maintaining it. They were alse used te quickiy4kaoek eut
any small stubbors resistamce that would otherwise delay the
a¢vutgcgir ths cavalry,
‘”!ﬁ?fnoruiiﬁdoploy-ont'of‘thO‘livilion vas t§ attask with
ftvv rtgi-.ntn .brouut and onc 1: reserve, Thi. meant th.t_
‘igaho gun oo-pnay attaehod te tho reserve regisent quo idle,y
;thtt ta as far as ite fire poior went, Also, it was et
;nlaoqno: for tio ontiro battqliol. T a part of it, to be
}iold iw: oorpl or -division ro:orvo,lin which c‘no a number
‘.of guno vor‘ cilout. |
IM 31-00 e lnrti prcportiou .of the tank doctroy.r officorn
wvoro f101l &rtil]‘ry officers, they began .te think of the

poluibilitiou o! Uiiug the battalion en 1aiiroet fire missions,

.‘_:_T‘i' 11‘. df thiniilc wes oneouragod by moet commanders oi-co

an’ 1dlo gus io . 1ictod gun., The method ef such o-ploynont

*,ivtl vorkot out vtﬁhltho assistance of the urtillory. Is the

f~~g 5pring of 19¢4. £ ]

";g..: the tamk ‘lltrﬁﬁ&f.y

".ct tiro booa-o anothor Qt thc niuoiols

Originully, 1t 'ut Bottanplutoé that a tant dootrcyor

e

1_ ,1.£001 would bo .ttlohtl 19~u field urtillory batt.liol

for hpcrationa.,ln ’rncttgb<§hovovor, thiu did uqt vork

latilf;atorily bocuuto of % difforences in the guns end
 the t-ot that this -ouxd.iyfead the battalion out ever. -uch
Y lnrgd area that it ceuld l0¢ r..lily be wssembled for ito

pril&ry mission, In crdor o -cot ttoco ohjoctionn, esach



’4 | | ‘\

gun cempany organised and traimed g fire directien sonter,

‘a survey crew, and u“viro crew. The pergesnel for these
various crews vere taken wainly frem the security sectioen
of fho_oo-pany nnd:eporgtod under the direction of‘thcv
company executive .fficir. This meant that the cempany could
be tiréd as a unit er thnf ino platdon ceuld be used in in-
dirocf fire at uhy one ti-o; The targotifﬁori"gcnyrally .
© dsuigmated by the field artillery battalies te which the
1*co-pnny wvas attached. - | |
- In a few cases, the battalion sot uﬁ its own, fif. controi
_fco-ter and eperated diroetly under tivioion artillory. During
"tho bhalt, just prior to th. crootil; of the Rhime, such a
;plun was adopted and utiliscl by =y hattnliol. We hai a
;ylttoo- from each of twe oolpnni.. in imdirect fire poesitions
during this period. The bntttlicn Sol gnd 5-3 sections eperated
‘s fire centrol center, Horo t)o tangotn t¢r| pletted as dirootcd
by Civision artillery and thc ftfo i.liol. voro assigned to
VLtho companies, While this 'Al -uiniy tor )rlctici and training,
!ﬁlit was proven to the sati.f;!tio& ot all ti;t the bnttglion
';,van otpablo of operating 4m thli vty. LT

"In the cressing of the Roor«liv-r. %ho tulk io-troyoro

A:'oro employed im indirect firo tofvail ao lirtqe rxrc..During
the early hours eof the auogult ovploilg. firlo VQvo plqcod
'_gn enemy positions and 1n|t:11.tiouc tcrono tho‘g;v.r pniu‘
:igdigcot laying methods; in most cases, gtngc; vdfc frew
:1;000 t0 3,000 yards. Fires for the initial uotauit were
'nchoduIQd. angotc ooloctod were Snemy asséabdly areas or
uvounoo of npproaoh which had been determined proviouoly by :.m

10.
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Jb¢11.vod te b-5

77f,1¢,ooo ynrdu with’ both tho 3“ ;tn und tho 76-- gun nnd

‘1719.560 yards with the 20mm gun .’ This ladb it -utt.blo f-r

‘Uinfantp’ pttréiljiwcbikl?;hoihlrnpha. air 5b§orvution;
?rcobniiiocn-dd1eoipnny ( fnhk Destreyer ) observation po¢¥l.

: lﬁd tro-:G-z 1iforl:tion. Targets wvere ploftid on tho iip by 

inspectien and firin; data c&lputod; 1ndiroct fires were.

, dolivorod during hcu:l ‘of 4.:1»0.3« lo tbe 1nf:ntry alvuucc¢

up. %hq oocaryno-t. lthodulod riro- oogtod ‘and all firel v0ro

Golivorod on eall. fren thc 1nf:ntry‘ Contaet iith tho inf.ntty

-

T inc ‘maintained by rbaonnuiouanco to-pnny poraonnol. oqulppad o

~r".‘

”Vith radies, whe crocaad vith tbo leading 1nfantry olo-o#tn.
MHDuring the a-nault crtosiug .ni the ontahliuh-ont of tho et

i “bridgohtnd, tank dootrvyor gnno were ia» 1nl1root tiro poaitionl .

rlinforcil; dlvioion artilltry firen ia thoueorpt oooior.

‘-Targqts selected voro_tholo .uttsblo for harllsilg und inior-

'1-4iotion fisee, such ao'fovul; reads, and road ju:ctiou.. A11

fires -cro oohodulod. Tank ddstroyor guns nlio firod 111u-1n-

gtiug shells secording to a oehodulod fire plan for tho.-‘

"purpooo of 111uainatin; and dirocting the movement of tho

assaulting 1uf;ntry." 1.

While tho ttntruetiVO -rr-et of the tunk doqtroycr bholl

' .vg- not as grctt s that of tho 105. ity hi?tioing offoot is

“ottor cinoo thc ki:h vvl.oity -hcil givon

_lo vurliag cf l.puupprouoh. A&Ib. tho rtac‘ af th. tu:l d.stroyor

" was Caninorably ;rtntor thgn that Cf tho 105 - ‘pprgxi‘gt.l’

harusning firos. intardietion fir.a. lnd rcinforcia; r1t0t._L

The tn:k doctroyor gun vase ablo to roli've the 105- of -

1. TD Itf.rﬂation Letter #a aq- 1st T.D. Brig-do
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nusber Q}_tboir idnjer range miscions §o fh£t fhayicould be

; more cfractxvcly utilized in close support of the infantry.
nuc te tho absence of en arwored, high velocity voapoi
 ,othor tha- the tank doutruyer. etill another uiaaion ves givon
to the tank lestroyorn - the nission of destroyin; pill boxo-
and othor fortlficntienn. Since most of tha forts tncountcrod
vorQu{ouud to be nutually snpporting, the platoen vua ouploytd
ui*thi vorking unit. . Twe guns were placod in yoaitioa te bring
~Iir¢ on “the clbrnnures of ths fort-, vbi}o tho othor tvo were
iu un overvatcning role. This prcvontad tho Gorlnns rrol
.-anning their woapond vhile our. 1nfnutry udv:ncod tho anlault
<par$ie. on the blind side of tho flrt to bo kngel.i out.

When . ‘the inf:ntrywwrm in tholr tintl alsault p.oitiono. tho
.inftntry commander would 1ift tho firo of tho tlnk diatroyors.

Thia vas uaually done by radii but vuriou. othor typtc of

‘vulntl signala vers used. The l-lo. xith 1&- :! gun. provad ‘ |
to bo an oxcol]ent weeapon uutil tho advent ar fho u-as, with : |

itt 90-- iun. Tho 90mm gun vould ponotruti 8.8’ Qt concf.to

at 1.ouo4y¢r43 vith one rousd. Fro- tiroc to t

e

gonar.lly uscd to obtain a eolpl.to peu.trltiild?ﬂ

roundo -oro S o

i‘.'.i'.l' s

*

~effort wae made to soenro ti!'u; pooitisns fro-

atteapt t ip.n.tr;tu the conorotc or tho f.rt., When firing

\':.lt tha ctbrgouro. 1t vus often oulr lo.o'eary 4o geot ome hl%.

This vould ¢>;orally Jun the chuttora or vould culoo consiaorubli.

As.
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flaVin; on thi inaidc with coneoqueat cnuuulty -ffect.

lhenov.r a ponoirntion vas mede, s quick round of BR would

“bring t)c erov to its knees. Ome of the bcst knewn epers-

tiono of thil typc took place at Cherbour;. The 1nf.ntr1

hit a itrticultrly dif{icult fort vhich th.y vore canblo to

approach bocaus. of thc intense -aohino gun fire fro- othor
fortt ghich veres so lcectod thnt fire could mot be brought

qm thc-. The tnnk ccotroyur. wort callod up ani inuodiately
pll'o( thoir fire en the stool door of the fort. Tho Auaricaij’
cnlmandor then oallod on tho Gor-nun t4 aurrondor. The sasver
vuc Abat General ven Schleibon, tho dufcnoo aroa oonmnndor.-
A;-irul Hennekse, co-nauding laval forcoa in Portrosu Chorbour;,
th.ir sbeffa, and about 800 other Germans oapttukatod. This -

vuc, wirtueally, the end of the dcfanao of‘Chorbourg;a

Onr first lission, aft-r 10av1n5 tho ntnging aren, wes

otl 1hat vaa unu'ual 11 tho E. T 0. but vas ccnuouplaco in tho

iﬁPucific. W. vcro :toignod tho liuoion of pratoeting the

‘x.

‘{joauthtrn ocaut nf thg pttltia posintula frou possible attack

',:iiy tho Gor-aa- gocvp‘itc tho vancy and Guoancy Illunds.

'?e;nt-ct vas Ajt.bltnutl 'ith tho c.x G. .na the Navy. From

tp¢no,tnurcao, wi 1ttrn04 th;t tho Ger-ana vnrc 1aeapablo of
sy lur;o lil. uttuuk.r Thoy ﬁnq luffici.nt poroonncl but thcy :L‘

*5at&y a fov q-ual fiphin; 1-gctn ont pousibly s fow -idgot

31:ubnaw$!!a. Hov.vorv ‘sinee 1‘ wes b’li"'d that their foed

cuyplipl vcro alnoct oxhauatod. it was very probnbla that thoy

3.' 1. n.o in Eurepe by Major A. A. Blimm - Nil. Rev. May 1945
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$ ,-ight ltggc tcv0ra1 rnids in order to ;ct at the than valt

ﬁdutpu that were lecated om the Cotentin peninsula. Aftcr a
\%thorou;h rosonn.iuaanca of the area was made, the sestor was
°‘1'i‘0d'? between tve gun COQDHBIOI.' The third gum ocompany -
f;vuo hold in reserve, :Tho gune vbio‘olplio§¢ on’thcfop-mcndiag

‘;rouli llbng the coast with each: gun ougpertnd by at loaat

‘ ons othor. They wers furthor tied togehter by patrolo. It

‘v;p nloo {ound that o Britioh tnv;l radar -tntion wa s opor.tin;y

it our ‘roa and we ontablilhod tnldpheno oo--nlieltionu with

 '! it Ihilo vt were en thi- nislion. I Ubard wy firut -ovuenat
L:,’fr.n Ger-;ny. The nevscaster was tnyilk that tho German troups
;<on thd Jessoy and Guornsoy Isllndt vere: porfor-iug ‘a very |
Niﬁportnnt nission in that thoy vore kooping thousasds of

er:ck Alorionn froops tied up on thc Gstontin Peninsule

"gunréing the Qu.ps.

' Thers cro prohably mauy ethor -xigiono th.t were pér=

'for-ed by tbo ttnk &Ostroylrt’ hovtvor, I bdliovq the foro-

'ff ‘ping aictioua wsre tho noat 1lportgaf or at, lonut the more

?,_}co--onpleoc. ‘The taul étntroytrg»vogo one of the most ver-

?5¥s;tirt uuits on thc battloritlj~;=Tliy not only p.rtor-odﬁ
L:;nany vnrxcd -iosiouu “dut oftuu antd theuaolvon yttfor-ing$
':?;tvo or. throo or thcl at-the iuno tino.f |

| tho iaut do-trcycrs have pnsl.d into hsntory.‘ ﬁev‘it?.?
 a roeont1y ono htavy tank battalion vas mado orgunio in hoth
::tho 1nfuptry and armored divieionc. kht procont this battulion '

is teo coutiet of hoadqunrtars and hﬁadquartora company. apd

three ggn conpauioa. Each of the gnn conpanioe vill havo

I boliovo

four platoons equipped with M-26 tamke inm each.
| | 14, |




.thut'thqop;batfuiionl vere creeted to fill the Job that was

.

performed by the terk destroyers ddrimg the war. If this
‘belief is correct, the orfigerl jv the rew heavy tank bettalionm

will do wvell te ;tudy the history of the tank destroyers

thoroughly end prefit by their oxporiencel.
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