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THE PERFECT WARRIOR

"SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGo; A GREAT MONGOL IAN WAR LORD
CONQUERED HALF THE WORLDs FROM A BCYHOOD AS A HUNTED OUTLAW, HE ROSE
METEORICALLY TO RULE AN EMPIRE MORE VAST THAN ANY BEFORE OR SINGE.
THIS MAN waAS MORE GIGANTIC IN HISTORICAL srATuéE THAN ALEXANDER, THE
Caesars, NAPOLEON, OR HITLER. HE LAID WASTE A GREAT PART OF CHINA TO
PROVIDE GRAZING LAND FOR H!S HORSES, KILLED A HUNDRED THOUSAND TURKS
IN A SINGLE BATTLE, INSTILLED [N THE CHRISTIAN KINGDOMS OF WESTERN
EUROPE A FEAR WHICH LASTED FOR GENERATIONS, AND ESTABL ISHED SUCH A
PEACE BY TERROR THAT 'A VIRGIN WITH A SACK OF GOLD COULD RIDE UN=
HARMED FROM ONE BORDER OF H1S NOMAD EMPI{RE TC THE OTHER.'

“WHEN HE MARCHED WI{TH HIS HORDE, HE COVERED DEGREES OF LAT!TUDE
AND LONG{TUDE INSTEAD OF MILES; CITIES IN HIS PATH WERE OFTEN OBLIT-
ERATED AND RIVERS WERE DIVERTED FROM THEIR COURSES. ALONG HIS L INE OF
MARCHy DESERTS WERE FILLED WITH THE FLEEING AND THE thmé, AND AFTER
HE HAD PASSED, SCAVENGER WOLVES AND BIRDS WERE OFTEN THE SOLE L IVING
CREATURES IN LAMDS ONCE THICKLY POPULATED. YET THIS RUTHLESS WARR (OR,
WHO NEVER LIVED IN A GITY AND HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF WRITINGy DREW UP A
PRACT|CAL CODE OF LAWS FOR FIFTY NATIONS, WHICH SURVIVED FOR GENTURIES."
(1:COVER SHEET) "IN THE GOURSE OF HIS LIFE HE WAS GIVEN MANY NAMES=~
THE MIGHTY MANSLAYER, THE SCOURGE OF GOD, THE PERFECT WARRICRs AND
THE MASTER OF THRONES AND CROWNSe HE IS BETTER KNOWN TO US AS GENGHIS

KHANe" (1:13)
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WHAT MANNER OF MAN WAS THIS WHO EMERGED FROM THE REMOTENESS OF THE
GoB! DESERT, WAGED WAR ON THE CIV{LIZED PEOPLE OF THE EARTH AND WAS
VICTCRIOUS? HOW COULD {T BE THAT A MAN SUCH AS THIS COULD “MANEU-
VER DIVISIONS AGAINST ARMIES LED BY MASTERS OF TAcTICS" (1380) anp
CONSISTENTLY DEFEAT THEM? His SUCCESS CANNOT BE ATTRIBUTED TO ANY
"SECRET" WEAPON, ONLY TO HIiS CONCEPT OF HOW YO WAGE MOUNTED WARF ARE.
WE CAN ANALYSE H!S aArTLss TODAY AND SEE THAT THIS CONCEPT IN REAL ITY
WAS THE PROPER EMPLOYMENT OF THE PRINCIPLES OF WARe

HisS FIRST GREAT BATTLE OCCURRED WHILE HE WAS STILL A VERY YOUNG
MANe HIS FORCES NUMBERED ABOUT THIRTEEN THOUSAND WARRIORSs, AND THEY
WERE ENROUTE WITH THEIR FAMIL |ES AND CATTLE HERDS FROM SUMMER TO WIN=

TER PASTURESe. THEY WERE SCATTERED DOWN A LONG VALLEY, THEIR CARTS AND

HERDS MOV (NG SLOWLY, WHEN WORD WAS BROUGHT TO THE YOUNG LEADER THAT

A HORDE OF FOEMEN HAD APPEARED ON THE SKYL JNE AND WAS MOVING SWIFTLY
DOWN UPON HIM. (13:39)

THE ENEMY MATERIAL {ZED INTO THIRTY THOUSAND TAiIDJUTS. TO FLEE
MEANT THE SACRIFICE OF ALL THE WOMEN, CHILDREN AND POSSESS|ONSj TO
MUSTER HIS MEN AND RIDE OUT TO MEET THE TAIDJUTS WOULD LEAD TO HIS @
BEING SURROUNDED BY SUPERIOR NUMBERS AND HiS FORCES KILLED OR SCAT~
TERED.(1:39)

QUICKLY AND IN A FASHION ALL HIS OWN, TEMUJINy AS HE WAS CALLED
AT THIS TIME MET THE CRISES. (1:20) BY NOW HIS WARRIORS WERE MOUNT=
EDe DRAWING THEM UP IN A LINE OF SQUADRONS WITH ONE FLANK PROTECTED

BY A WOODs, HE FORMED UPON THE OTHER FLANK A LARGE HOLLOW SQUARE OF
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GARTSs |INTO THIS SQUARE HE DROVE THE GATTLE AND INTO THE CARTS HE
PLAGED THE WOMEN AND BOYS WHO WERE ARMED WITH BOws: (1:40)

THE ENEMY WAS NOW ADVANCING ACROSS THE VALLEYe THEY WERE DRAWN
UP IN SQUADRONS OF FIVE HUNDRED. ONE HUNDRED N A RANK AND FIVE RANKS
DEEP. THE FIRST TWO L INES WERE ARMO#ED WITH HEAVY PLATES OF IRON,
PIERCED AND KNOTTED WITH THONGSe THE HORSES, TOO, WERE PROTECTED==
THE (R NECKSy CHESTS AND FLANKS COVERED WITH LEATHER. SUDDENLY THESE
RANKS OF ARMORED RIDERS HALTED WHILE THE REARMOST L INES PASSED THROUGH
THEMe MEN ARMED W|TH JAVEL {NS AND BOWS AND MOUNTED ON N[MBLE HORSES,
WHEELED IN FRONT OF THE MONGOLS LAUNCHING THEIR WEAPONS AND SCREENING
THE ADVANGCE OF THE HEAVY CAVALRY. (1:40)

TEMUJIN'S MEN MET THIS FIRST ONSET WITH FL IGHTS OF ARROWS, DR{VEN
FROM POWERFUL BOWS STRENGTHENED WITH HORNs. THE SKIRMISHING GEASED WHEN
THE TAIDJUT LIGHT CAVALRY WITHDREW BEHIND THE ARMORED RANKSe THEN THE
MASSED SQUADRONS CHARGED. (1:40)

TEMUJIN HAD DRAWN UP HIS CLANS [N DOUBLE SQUADRONS, (N MASSES
OF A THOUSAND. ONE HUNDRED TO A RANK AND TEN RANKS DEEPe THOUGH HE
HAD ONLY THIRTEEN UNITS AND THE TAIDJUTS SIXTY, THE CHARGE OF HIS &
DEEPER FORMAT[ONS ALONG THAT NARROW FRONT CHECKED THE ENEMY ADVANGCE
AND SCATTERED THE LEADING ELEMENTS. TEMUJIN WAS NOW ABLE TO THROW
H1S HEAVY MASSES AGAINST THE LlGHTEﬁ SQUADRONS OF HIS FOEe THE MoN-
GOLS SURGED FORWARD FOLLO@!NG THE STANDARD OF THEIR YOUNG LEADERs
EACH SQUADRON FOUGHT AS A SEPARATE GOMMAND. SCATTERED WAéRlORs RE=

FORMED THEIR UNITS AND CAME ON AGAINe (13:41)
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WHEN AT LAST DAYLIGHT LEFT THE SKY, TEMUJIN HAD SCORED A DECISIVE
VICTORY. FIVE OR SIX THOUSAND OF THE ENEMY HAD FALLEN AND SEVENTY
CHIEFS WERE LED BEFORE HIM TO AWAIT THEIR FATE. -(13:41)

IF WE ANALYSE THIS F(RST GREAT BATTLE OF THE KHANS AND APPLY THE
TEN PRINCIPLES OF WAR AS WE KNOW THEM, WE PERHAPS BEGIN TO SEE WHY 7
THIS YOUNG LEADER WAS DESTINED FOR SUCH GREAT SUCCESS IN HIS LATER
YEARS.A

THE OBUECTiIVE: THE OBJECTIVE OF ANY MILITARY FORCE IS TO ATTAIN
THE GOAL FOR WHICH THE FORCE 13 CONSTifUTED. DURING TH1IS ERA THE FORCES
WERE FOR THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PROTECTING THE CLAN. AND RAliNG OTHER
CLANS OR TRIBES FOR HORSES AND FOOD. IN THIS PARTICULAR INSTANCE
TEMUU IN HAD NO CHOICEe HE HAD TO DESTRGY=0R,DTSPE§SE THE ENEMY FORCE
TO PROTEGT HIi3 PEOPLE. FAILURE TO DO SO WOULD MEAN THE IR ANNIHILA=
TION.

THE OFFENSIVE: TEMUJIN APPARENTLY ‘REAL IZED THAT HE CCULD NOT
HOPE TO WIN A STRIGTLY DEFENS|VE BATTLE AGAINST SUCH SUPERIOR FORGCES.
NOR GOULD HE SUGGEED IN HIS OBJECTIVE BY F{GHTING A DEFENS{VE ACTIONs
To WiTHDRAW WOULD MEAN ABANDONING H{S HERDS3; CARTS AND POSS({BLY THE
WOMEN AND CHILDRENs [N ORDER TO BE SUCCESSFUL HE HAD TO CARRY THE
FIGHT TO THE ENEMY. |

SimPLICITY: WWE kNOW THAT TEMUJIN HAD ONLY A SHORT TiME TO PREPARE
FOR THE ENGAGEME&T. His ORDERS THEREFORE HAD TO BE SHORT AND CLEAR.

His PLAN OF MANEUVER WAS SIMPLE AND EASY FOR HIS TROOPS TO UNDER=

STAND. THE ORGANIZATION OF HIS FORMAT{ONS THOUGH LARGE IN PERSON=
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NEL WERE FEW iN NUMBER AND UNDOUBTEDLY LESSENED HiS PROBLEM OF CON=
TROL.

UNITY OF COoMMAND: THIS PRINCIPLE POSED NO PROBLEM FOR THESE PEOPLE.

AS THE LEADER OF THE MONGOL TRIBE HIS WORD WAS LAW. HIS SQUADRON CC-
MMANDERS ACTED WITH GREAT INITIATIVE AND WERE ENCOURAGED TO DOSSOe
STILL THEY LOOKED TO THE KHAN FCR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE.

Mass: IN THIS BATTLE WE FIND AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THIS PRIN=-
CIPLE. THOUGH GREATLY OUTNUMBERED TEMQJ!N MASSED HIS TROCPS IN DEPTH
S0 THAT THE TREMENDOUS WE{GHT AND POWER OF HIS CHARGE WAS DIRECTED
AT A RELATIVELY SMALL AREA. THIS WE|GHT AND POWER ENABLED HIM TC
BREAK THE FRONT RANKS AND SGATTER THEMe THE MOMENTUM CARRIED HiiA
ON INTO THE LIGHTER PROTECTED RANKS OF HIS ENEMY WHERE HE WAS ABLE
TO INFLICT THE HEAVIEST CASUALTIES. |

Economy OF FORCE: THE MONGOL BOYS WERE TRAINED FROM THE IR YOUNGe

EST DAYS IN THE USE OF THE BOW. (1:20) THIS WAS THE TRIBES PRINCIPLE
HUNTING WEAPON AS WELL AS A WEAPON OF WARe THE KHAN PLACED THESE YOUNG
BOYS, ARMED WITH BOWS, 1IN THE CARTS TC GIVE PROTECTION TO THE WOMEN
AND CATTLE HERDS. [N SO DOING HE WAS ABLE TO USE ALL OF H}S MOUNTED
WARRIORS IN HIS PRINGIPAL FORCE.

MANEUVER: - THERE 18 NO EV{DENCE OF LARGE MANEUVERING (N THIS BAT=
TLE év THE MONGCLS. THE OUTSTANDING FEATURE CONCERNING THIS PRINGIPLE
1S THE FACT THAT THE MONGOLS (N PROTECTING THE R FLANKS, PREVENTED
THE TAIDJUTS FROM EMPLOY ING THIS PR{NCIPLE AGAINST THEMe

SURPRISE: AGAIN WE SEE NO GREAT ELEMENT OF SURPRISE N THIS PAR-
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TICULAR BATTLE. THE TAfDJUTS MAY HAVE BEEN SURPR|SED BY THE DEPTH
oF THE MonGoL FORMATISN. [T 1S FELT THAT WHAT STANDS OUT HERE, S
THE FACT THAT.TEMUde;EMPLOYED THE NINTH PRINCIPLE SECURITY. His

- SCOUTS GAVE HiM WAR&xNG-OF fQE.TA(DdUT APPROAGH AND HE THEREFORE

DEPRIVED THE ENEMY OF EMPLOY (NG THE PRINCIPLE OF SURPRISE.

APPL]CATION: THIS PRINCLPLE 1S NO SINGLE PRINCIPLE IN [YSELF.
[T IS A BALANGED APPL!CA;Iéﬁ;OF THE PRZCEDING NINE PRINCIPLESe I[N
ANALYSING THIS ONE EATTLE WE-FIND THAT THE MONGOLS EFFECTIVELY
EMPLOYED SEVEN OF - THE NlN;?éTHER PRINC IPLES. BY THéiR‘ACTlONS THEY
FURTHER DENIED THE'ENEM%ﬁTHE USE OF THE TWC REMAtmx&q. WE NOTICE THAT
NO ONE PRINCIPLE APPEAés»rb STANDOUT OVER THE OTHERS. WiTH THESE
FACTS IT IS REASONABLE TO CONCLUDE THAT THE YOUNG MONGCL LEADER
HAD A BALANGED APPLICATION:

THUS WE SEE A YOUNG MAN IN HiS FIRST GREAT BATTLE EMPLOY ING
CONCEPTS OF WAR WHICH TO HIM SEEM ONLY NATURAL ACTs.'Is THERE L ITTLE
WONDER THAT THIS MAN, GIFTED W!TH KNOWLEDGE WHICH WE STRIVE TO
TEACH OUR LEADERS TODAY, SHOULD LATER CONQUER HALF THE EARTH AND BE
KNOWN TO THE WORLD AS "GENGH{S KHAN, THE GREATEST OF RULERS, THE

EMPEROR CF ALL Men." (1:69)
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SUBJECT: SuBmissioN OF “ARTICLE FOR PuBL iGATION"

.

TO: DIRECTORy GENERAL SUBJUEGTS DEPARTMENT
ATTN: ErrFecTive WRITING INSTRUCTOR
US ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL
FORT KnOX, KENTUCKY

YT« |IN ACCORDANCE WITK PARAGRAPH 1, ANNEX A TO SUPPLEMENTAL
MATERTAL, "“ORIENTATICON ON WRITING PROJECTS," ENCLOSED IS MY ARTICLE
FOR PUBL ICATION.

2. |IN THE PREPARATION OF MY ARTICLE, | HAVE FOLLOWED REQUIRE®
MENTS AS OUTL INED IN THE AFORE-REFERENCED ANNEX Ae FURTHER, | HAVE
INCLUDED A BIBL ICGRAPHY OF ALL SOURCES THAT | USED IN THE PREPAR=-
ATION OF MY ARTICLEs

3. MY ARTICLE 1S SUBM[TTED TO YOU AS A GCMPLETE ARTICLEs
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