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HIGH EXPLOSIVES AND INTRENCHING TOOLS TN THEIR
RELATIONS TO CAVALRY.

By Carraix WILLIAM D, BEACH, THIRD CAVALRY,

N order that our cavalry may fulfill three of its most important
functions in war, an additional equipment would se¢m to be not
only desirable but absolutely necessary. The uses of the mounted
arm referred to are: 1st. The holding of an important defensive
position until the arrival of our infantry and field artillery (horse
artillery would usually accompany the cavalry): 2d. Toassume suc-
cessive defensive positions beyond s retreating enemy or as rear
guard during a retreat of our own forces, thus compelling the
enemy to deploy and attack; 3d. The quick destruction of masonry
or iron truss bridges, canal locks, railroads, tunnels, reservoirs or
telegraph lines.

These various uses of cavalry are contemplated in several para-
graphs of our Drill Regulations, under “ Employment of Cavalry,”
which read as follows:

«“§969 To occupy distant and important points and hold them

against the enemy until the arrival of infantry. During acretreat
to offer resistance to compel the enemy to deploy, thus gaining time.
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can in all probability be improvised for the tools and explosi®es as
well, but the trouble begins at that epoch common to all rapid and
long continued cavalry marches, when the wagon train cannot keep
up. and the expedition must proceed with packs. The explosives
can be readily packed in the same manner that ammunition boxes
are, two to a mule, but only those who have experienced it know
how exasperating it is to pack any considerable number of shovels,
picks or axes on the ordinary aparcjo. To obviate this a specially
devised paci{ saddle, romewhat on the plan shown in the cut, might
be gotten up. which it is thought would fultill all requisite conditions,
relieve the trooper from carrving additional weight, be quickly
available in case of need, and be always up with the column, whether

mousted or on foot, for a mule can be taken wherever a footman
can go.  One pack mule assaming the weight of carpgo to be only
150 pounds. can earry twenty-four short handled shovels and twelve
picks (the handle of the Iatter reduced ecight inches in length). or
equipment in that line ~uflicient tor a squadron.  The advantage to
he gained in weight by carrying a light intrenching tool would not
compensate for the immense advantage the regular sized tools have
in litfting capacity and ease of handling.  Before passing trom this
branch of the subject to that of high explosives, it i3 to be noted
that while our troopers are sufficiently expert in handling the pick
and shovel. their officers will be looked to for such knowledge of
how, when and where to lay ont hasty intrenchments, that the labor
expended may be utilized to the best advantage.” Soldiers will stand
physical bardship to the verge of endurance nuncomplainingly if
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they ‘believe their labor is neec
otherwise.

Chneeding then that our tra
trenching tools, and that their
them;.is it not, on the contrs

ul and properly directed. and not

ers are sufficiently expert with in-
ficers ave fully qualified to direct
y, an indisputable fact that the
handling, care and use of high |explosives is becoming one of the
lost arts among us? Should we fot as a body turn our attention to
this important subject, lﬂ"telld f waiting till circumstances and
ignorance compel us enher to takg unnccessary risks or to use useless
cantign, which latter undér so conditions might be equaliy ax
fatal? Our motto should bé « Familiarity with uml a practical knowl.
edge iof whatever pertains to tle cav alry arm.”  Suppose. for cex.
ampld the brigade or reglmental commander is ordered to destroy
a certhain blgdge or culvert in an[enomv s country.  [ts importauce
and the time necessary to rcpla
tioned to the care with which i
for ith possession would Le on

it would very likely be propor.
would be guarded, so that a ficht
of the probabilities.  The torce
gllarding’ the bridge belq intflenched, the brigade comnmander
mighy decide that a stormy night would afford better chances tor
succeds, in view of the fact'that gl he requires is temporary posses.
sion.. {Having obtained poéssessign, the work of destruction is hut
the odcupatlon of a few mihutes, |provided he has the proper explo.
sives. . Gunpowder under[the circumstances would be well nish
uuelesa 'owing to its great blulk as :ompared to explosive effect. Gun
cotton or dynamite in several seprate charges fired simultancously
would! be absolutely necessary unfless chances of failure are to be in-
curred. To cxplode several charges at once makes an clectrical ex-
ploder an absolute necessity. THe entire operation as to handling
the explosive, properly placing it|pnd detonating it could be quickly
learned ; but the lack of tliis little knowledge might prove tatal to
the expedition. Luck of opportulity, of course, debars most officers
trom scquiring this knowletlge, afd will continue to do so antil the
high explosive, whatever itimay be, is supplied to regiments as other

To examine into the defails of| the various explosives, as regards
their Keeping qualities anfl ca ] required in bandling. as well ax
their relative strengths is lelieved will be of advantage in deciding
which:of the many is best dapt to our needs.

Explosives are clussed under|[two general heads of mechanical
mixtures, such as gunpowder; or|chemical compounds, such as wun
cotton, nitro-glycerine and dynanjite. The first or weuaker cluss ure
slow burning mixtures, their effeqt being to rend or tear apart what-
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ever confines them: the second in which ignition of the entire mass
may be said to be simultaneous, has a shattering effect on objects in
contact., The commou and apparently mysterious effect of the latter
class of explosives. acting downward when in the open air more
violently than upward, is explained by the force of the explosion
taking the line of least resistance. the weight of the surrounding
air actually offering greater resistance to the intensely violent shock
than the more solid mass below. In powders the combustion is pro-
gressive, but in the chemicul compounds the ignition is instantane-
ous throughout the mass, so that the initial pressurgis the maxi-
mum one.

For reasons at once apparent, chemical compounds are the best
suited to military work involving demolition : the effect desired is
to shatter not rend, while at the same time weight und bulk are
areatly in its favor.

The composition, keeping qualities and explosive effects of com-
mon gunpowder are too well known to be referred to. whereas
similar data as to the so-called high explosives are more or less of a
mystery to our mounted service, for the very simple reason that we
are never required to handle or use them.

The familiarity of the miner with his sticks of dynamite. fostered
by daily use year atter year, engenders in him a contempt for the
few ordinary precautions laid down for its bandling and care: he
continues to thaw it out iu his oven because he has done so scores of
times with perfect safety, until finally another addition to the long
list ot aceidents fills the novice who reads of it with a greater dread
of the stuff than ever. There /s danger in bandling dynamite:
there is also danger, probably cqually us great, in haudling small
arm fixed ammunition with its fulminate of mercury primer in con-
tact with the powder. and yet who ever gives the latter a thought,
It would seem the policy of wisdom to require at least the officers of
our mounted service to familiarvize themselves with the handling, care
and usefulness of the more common nitro-compounds, so that thisx
essential to a perfect mounted service will not have to be entrusted
to civilians., Telegraphy among our officers has been more or less
of a fad for the past fifteen years, and yet. in the event of war, our
government could hire a thousand skilled civilian operators where
it could not hire ten men skilled in handling high explosives and
using them intelligently in demolishing railroads, bridges or canal
locks.

Nitro-glveerine. which is said to be the most powerful explosive
known to man, results from a reaction which takes place. when



iy
Y
JS—

ki

|

" danger of handling. Gunjcotto

8 EXPLOSIVES AND INTRENCHING TOOLS.

glycerine is subjected to the acti
the explosive force of an equal
fired iby detonators or blasting
liguid. Pure nitro-glycegine is
percussion, although it | ay be
contajns any free acid, decom
tendency is increased in hpt we

nof nitric acid; it has eight times
reight of gunpowder, and may be
aps, they being immersed in the
ot affected by friction or ordinary
exploded by a violent blow; if it

gition is liable to occur, and this
her, with liability to violent explo-
sion; it is safest for bhandling wWhen frozen. The presence of free
acid may be very readily detectefl by litmus paper, but owing to its
liability to this decomposition, and the fact that high temperatures
and rough handling may often ogcur, this compound is undesirable
as a military explosive. |

Allied to nitro-glyce-rine che "ically, but entirety different from it
in appearance, is gun cotton. This is made by dipping dry cotton
into a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids and afterwards washing
thoroughly in water. This explf}sive having been adopted in 1883
by our navy as a service high e¥plosive. in the form of compressed
discs, it was decided to manufacgure it at the U. S. Naval Torpedo
Station, so a plant was establisheq there the following year, and now
e‘ieryisl_lip in commission is suppllied with it.

Gun cotton in its naturhl statle differs little in appearance from
ordinary cotton; it burns fn thel|lsir with a flash, but does not ex-
plode. Shells filled with comprdpsed dises have been fired from a
twenty-four-pounder gui |againft a masonry wall, shattering the
shell, but failing to explod¢ the glun cotton. Dry discs of the cotton
burn slowly, and a wet ong, if placed in a fire, will burn from the
outside as it gradually driog. It i stated that at the Naval Torpedo
Station as much as 2,000 pounds of wet gun cotton has heen put
into a bonfire, where it wab slowly consumed.

Gun cotton, in disc form, is paecked while wet in cans, which are
then sealed. In this condition, groviding of course the proper care
has been exercised in its manufagture, it is probably the satest of all
high explosives. It can b¢ raised to a comparatively high tempera-
ture without harming it, and whter is a perfect protection to it if
kept in the dark, as in the|packihg caus, Freezing does not affect
it in its dry state, and the |freezi g and thawing of wet gun cotton,
while somewhat reducing|its ugiefulness, in no wise increases the
is readily detonated by means of
a prinier; the explosive fokco when wet being greater than when
dry,.it is neccssary in the|first finstance to have a small quantity
of dry} in contact with the Lrimeir. Gun cotton has about twice the
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explosive force of gunpowder when both are tamped; untamped, it
has about four times the farce. ’

Mueh uncertainty has prevailed. up to quite a recent date, as to
the keeping qualities of gun cotton. The Austrian government,
after using it twelve years. finally rejected it on account of jts
instability. and some of the other powers did the same.  The reason
for its deterioration is now definitely known to be due to its former
method of manufacture. whereby sonmce of the free acid still remained
in the compound.  This defect is now entirely done away with in
the prolonged and thorough washing given to the cotton after its
treatment with the nitric avid.

Tonite is a gun cotton powder mixed with nitrate of barium,
It is whitish in appearance. and is put up by the Tonite Powder
Company, of San Francisco, in cartridges weighing from a quarter
to three-quarters of' & pound each. the covering being coated with
paraffine to render it water.-proof. It ix said to be as safe as the
cun cotton, fram which it is made. and is not sensitive to percussion
or friction.  Experiments with it show that it will not explode upon
the impact ot'a service ritle bullet. and that it requives an unusually
strong detonator, such as the touite cap turnished by the company,
to explode it. Jtis said to resist to a remarkable degree the ex-
tremes of climute, and is about four-titths as powerful as gun cotton.

The various forms of dynamite with which the market is flooded,
such as giant powder, atlas powder. dualin. rend rock. forcite,
explosive gelutine, ete., are all made by the absorption of nitro-
glycerine in some porous substance. the explosive not heing turned
into a solid, but merely held in the pores of the absorbent by the
force of capillary attraction.

The absorbent originally used was kieselguhr. an intusorial earth
commonly known as tripoli or rotten stone: now, many other ab-
sorbents, such as charcoal, cannel coul. wood fibre sawdust, white
sugar and chalk. have been adopted on account of some real or
fancied superiority.

Dynamite No. | is a mixture of one part kicselguhr and three
parts. by weight, of nitro-glyeerine. It is a granular substance, ot
a gray or reddish-brown color. and when properly made has no
tendency to leak;’ that is. to cxude nitro-glyeerine in a liquid
state unless subjected to a very high temperature.  Dynamite freezes
at about 40° F., in which state it is almost impossible to explode it.
Small quantities of it in its ordinary state will burn in the air with-
out explosion, while a fire in a large mass of it almoxt invariably
causes detonation.  Most of the accidents with dyvnamite occur in
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thawing it out after freezing, m‘ being rashly assumed that becuuse
a stick of it can be burned witljj reasonable safety in the air. it will
do no barm to heat it before fire or in an oven. The thawing
may be done in a warm room ¢r in a can immersed in hot water
with perfect safety, but the otljer methods are always dangerous.

A consensus of opinipn ampng scientists, makers of this ex-
plosive, and transportation companies, warrants the conclusions that
dypamites are the most powerlul of all disrupting agents now in
general use; that they are the safest of all explosives both in trans.
portation and use (many timed safer than gunpowder). and that
there is no good reason \jhy. unifler proper regulations, they shonld
not be transported as freely in p‘ublic conveyances as ordinary mer.
chandise. |

The approximate relative stn‘fngth of the explosives deseribed is
as follpws: ‘

Nitro-glveerine. .cooveevveeilieeeeiiiie it s e e,
‘ (run cotton..... ...je... ... d

....... Preiscrans ons ey

The munner of exploding these compounds is invariably by
means of detonators, which arel copper tubes of about twice the

Wiguve 17 |
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The ordinary blasting rap pr detpnator (Fig. 1) is fired by a fuse
and contains three, six or fiine gpains of the fulminate as desired.
The elextrical fuses and detonators are so constructed that ignition

current of electricity through a
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fine platinum wire, around whicl ix wrapped some gan cotton
{ Fig. 2y, The means now employed to furnish the current and the
one giving the surest results. is the magneto machine.  The Laflin
& Rand exploder No. 3. i shown in Fig. 3) ix the varviety used at
the Infantry and Cavales School. It is cased in hanl wood: is
13x2x3% inches, and weighs cighteen pounds. When the charge is
to be fired the connecting wires are attached to the two binding
pusts on top of the box. the bundle is then drawn out to its full ex-
tent and thrust downward with a vapid motion.  On reaching the
bottom of the box, the current generated by the small dynamo in.
side is sent through the wire. several hundred feet of which have
been unreeled. with the reswdt of exploding the detonator and thereby
the charge o this machine will explode twelve detonators simulta-
neously.

As to the choice between a fuse and an electrical machine for ex-
ploding the detonator. there can be no ditference of opinion. hut
there may be as to the explosive.  Dynamite being the easiest to ob.
tain, as well as being cheap and ~are in action. has much to recom-
mend it. but it i~ thought that gun cotton should be the explosive
adopted on account of greater strength. its greater satety ¢ dynamite
No. 1 upproaching too closely to the ~leaky ™ stage ). and the lower
temperuture required to treeze the water packing, and the fact that
the U. 8. Naval Torpedo Station could easily furnish it in such
quantities as our cavalry might require.

As to the advisability of cquipping our cavalry in time of peace
with the weapons it will have to use in war, there can be no ques-
tion. A glance at the corresponding equipment ot ogvaley of other
nations nray supply usetul suggestions:

FRANCE.
3 < 3 i
3 2 S <
Battalion of Chasseurs............ 182 68 30

ENGLAND, ¥

|
t
i
i
1
|

_ : :
= N g S
~ ~ x -~ ; -
= X - = I = 2
s < s 20
Z E‘ =~ < < <
Cav.Regiment, 4 ¥quadrons. 40 RN LI LN 3 4 L0 1u2 Ihs,

Cav. Brigade, 3 Regiments... 120 24 144 24 60 96 12 480 576 lbs.

- e o
*Qedinary cump equipment tools not included.
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[ ST i & 1§ i
LI L I
— — Y i = - S
Planeers of each 8q'dron..| | 8 } 19 | 2 } 21 1  Spool 4dises 1 case

j_"Ordinarlly carried in wagons, but|ou expeditions on the saddle.

#’RUSS!A.

B e f
Hammers I Wrenches. ‘ § 3
1 g

.

i Denamite
i Cartridges.:

4
I
|
l . —_—
§ 4large ' 16 large

Independent Cavalry
I (12gmall | 12emallf! 6 42 | 124
k] i

Davision...............

|
Kl
|

In Buavaria four meu‘{por sqhadron are equipped as pioneers. one
of whom must be a carpenter. | They are placed in the rear rvauk.
and, if necessary, o fifth is add d to hold their horses, Their arms
consist of swords and revolvers. The tools with which thev are
provided are distributed ns follows:

Pioneer No. 1.— Ax in case; I?'lg corfaining one chisel, one pair pincers. one
auger and .handle,two gimlets,one measuring ruic and eight feet of rope.

Pionebr No. 2.—Shovel and }'}and wein case; bag containing one file, two
iclamps, twenty spikes and eight feet of rope.

_Piom‘er “_\'o. 3.— Shovel and hatchet |in case; bag containing one clamp. ten
spikes and thirty-two feet of rope.

Pa'ont{f ;'\'o. 4.— Pickax in cape; b containing one clamp, ten spikes and
‘thirty-two feet of rope. | -

In the Saxon cavalry six ctoopers per squadron are equipped

and trained as pioneers, being armed with swords and revolvers.

Forcign services, profiting by an experience learned by another,
have been quick to grasp the immense advantage a raiding column
possesses in the earliest stages.of a war. To carry out the idea to
its t'ulPest extent, their (-avqlr)" is jprepared by training and by equip-
ment ito muke demolitions and| interrupt communications in the
quickest and most effectivg manner, '

Inf the German regulations for the employment of cavalry in
pione%r duty, occuirs the following: )

“The various duties imposed upon cavalry in the field demand
that i should be truined toa high degree of independence. Depend-
ence on'the other arms clrecks rapidity of action and invites surprise,
thereby depriving cavalry of an important factor to success.

'k
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«Cavalry must be able to prosecute works of demolition and
destruction in connection with railways, telegraph lines and other
means of communication. As such operations will sometimes have
to be carried out in presence of an enemy. and, ax u general rule’
in a very limited space of time, thorough previous training will he
indispensable.

« The pioneer detachment attached to a cavalry division will con-
sist of one officer, one sergeant, two corporals and twenty-seven
pioneers, of whom eighi will be blacksmiths, eight carpenters, four
masons and six boatmen. They will be provided with portable
intrenching tools, which as a rule will be carried in carts. Addi-
tional intrenching and other tools, explosives and telegraph material
will be carried in the store wagon ot the detachment.

«In the latter half of June or during July of each year one officer
or non-commissioned officer with two or three pioneers is to be
attached to each regiment of cavalry as instructor.

«All officers and non-commissioned officers of cavalry must tamil-
jarize themselves theoretically -and practically with the subject.
Of the men as many as possible should be instructed.

<« Each cavalry division carries in its ammunition wagons 112
dynamite cartridges, together with sledges, crowbars, wrenches, ete.”

As to the best organization for our own service. opinions will
differ. The idea of the writer would be. not to depend in any man-
ner upon the battalion of engincers. (the real pioneers of our army,

‘and not to assume any of their legitimate and indispensuble func-

tions. We must use bigh explosives, and it would scem that econ-
omy, if nothing else, would dictate (or authorize. if the permission
were asked ), the equipment and training of say. one subaltern. one
non-commissioned officer and four privates in each squadron of our
ten regiments. Twice the time spent in signal drill would heep s
detachment in training.

The idea proposed would be this: At every post garrisoned by
more than three troops. have a permanent detachment for cach
squadron, to be called * The Pioneer and Signal Detachment.” con-
sisting of one lieutenant, one sergeant and four privates, all except
the commissioned officer to be replaced at intervals of four months,
The detachment should be armed with revolver only. and should
accompany the squadron on all marches and maneuvers, being ex-
cused from drill, guard and fatigue. A pack mule with special
aparcjo should be furnished each detachment for the purpose of car-
rying intrenching tools for the use of the squadron, as well as a sup-
ply of gun cotton or dynamite. The kit of each pioneer should
coutain a vovket relay with insulators for cutting in on a working
line, a file, wire nippers, wire cutters, auger and handle, measuring
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- or horseback, as occasion required.

REMINISCENCESN,
BY BRIGADIFE-GENFRAL B, W, JOHN=ON, ' 8 Akwy.

I‘W()RTY vears ago the detinition of deagoon, as given by Webster.

was, ~a man who fights inditferently on horseback or on toot.”
This definition did not guit the bold dragoon. and an effort was made
to have it changed in subsequent editions ot the dictionary, and =so
we find in severalof the late editions this definition: + Dragoon —A
soldier who isx taught and armed to serve cither on horseback or
toot, asx occasion requires.’”  But the name dragoon, so dear to those
who served in the mounted service under that appellation, has been
superceded by the more appropriate name of' cavaley.

The cavaley arm of the service was not bronght to a very high
state of efficicacy in the early years of the war. [ refer more par.
In 1561 there were in General
BreLr's army quite a number of’ regiments.

ticularly to the volunteer cavalry.
One could hardly call
them cavalry. but rather regiments of loyval, patriotic men, asso-
ciated with an equal number of horses. Seeing this unorganized
body, I spoke to General Buernn about it and suggested that I be as-
signed to the command of the mounted torce ot his army: that [
thought it needed the attention of some one familiar with the drill
and duties of cavaley.  His reply I shall never forget: «The cav-
alry will not pertorm any conspicuous part in this war.” This
seemed to be the sentiment of all army communders, 8o this state ot
things continued.  Regiments were practically broken up. and the
companies assigned to escort and courier duty.  In this way little
opportunity was offered regimental commanders to drill and dis.
cipline their commands.

It was not until 1864 that General SHERIDAN was placed in com-
mand of the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac. His experience
as a cavalryman was limited by a short service with a Michigan
regiment, bat be soon developed the fact that he could tight on foot
When his assignment was an-
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nounced, every one knew that PHiL SHERIDAN would not commund a
force of which no tighting was expected. He at once cousolidated
the companies into regimants, which he formed into brigades and
divisions, placing these organigations under such eunterprising
leaders as AveriLL, CusTER, WILBON, MERRITT, and others, and soon
had & body of cavalry that was seen and felt in every engage-
ment.. I am inclined to doubt if there ever was a cavalry command
superlhr to SHERIDAN'S, under ;‘hq gallant leadership of such men ax
I have named. I

In'the West the wants of the tavalry were neglected. In many
cuges the men were poorly mountgd, badly armed and equipped. and
Yyet lt is astonishing what good service it did under StoNEMAN,
S'.I.‘ANI.EY, MircaeLt, Lona, Harea. Evvtorr, KiLpaTrick, MiNty,
WILDER, and others. General J. H. WiLsoN was ordered West from
the Army of the Potomac to assume command of all the ea valry
under General Saerman. He wab young, active and ambitious, and
soon did for the Western cavalry what SHERIDAN had done for that
‘of the.Potomae. The battle of Nashville and the retreat of Hoop
gave WiLsox a fair opportunity to show what could be done by eav-
alry when properly haudled, and every one remarked the great im.
provement in the fighting :qualities of regiments when brought to-
gether; The war terminated so sgon after this battle that little time
was -aliowed WiLsoN to perf‘ecb'thexdiscipline of his command. Had
the war continued several years Jonger the cavalry on both sides
would bave been brought to a much higher state of cfficiency and
acted 4 much more prominent part in every campaign.

A few days since I was askad the question, “ Whom do you
think was the greatest cavalry lepder developed by the war?” [
replied, that is a difficult question fto answer, for the reason that all
men have partialities, favor8 and gffections, and are liable to be in-
fluenced thereby. If I could divgst myself of all these, I would
answer, Forrest. He began withiout experience, and with limited
education. He had to organize and discipline the troops under him
without a Subsistence or Quartermaster’'s Department. He marched
and counter-marched, ln'mg oun the country, and when he was in a
desmnte region he and his men smbsisted on loyalty to the South.
He was always successful. in his battles and combats. and as soon
as one,was over, with rapid mar¢hes he was heard of on other
fields. It is said that his success was so great that a number of army
commanders summoned him to their presence to learn from him
his mode of warfare. His reply was, “I always try to get the most
men there first.” Such strategy will win every time.

NAVICULAR DISEASE.
By LirvTENANT A M D.\.\'IS. EloHTi Cavarny, U =0 Aruy,

F all the disenses which lhorseflesh is heir to. there is perhaps
O none which is so little understood as navicular disease.  There
is also. I am led o believe, none which is more common.  The
rarity of an avowed case of navicular disease ix. I believe, due to
the f:l('l that it is so generally misunderstood. and also to the hesi-
tancy on the part of the veterinarian to pronounce it a trouble

avhich he realizes he is nnable to cure. He reserves the fatal diag-

nosis as a last resort.

. During a tour of duty in this city « Fort Wayne. Ind.y it has
been mvh;_:ood fortune to form the acquaintance of an eminent
veterim;ri:m, Dr. Hexry A. READ, to whom [ am indebted for the
tacts contained in this article.  Early impressed with ghe prevailing
ignorance of the causes of lameness in the horse, Dr. REap has,
during a period of over thirty years, devoted himself largely to a
determination of these causes. with the astonishing result th.lt he
findx nine-tenths of all horses lame in the fore legs are suffering
from navicular disease. . . '

Before proceeding to the pathology of the disvase it will te
interesting and instructive to glance for a moment at its history.

In Percivary's * Hippopathology.” Volume IV, Part 1, - Lame-
ness of the Horse,” he savs, speaking of himself: I never myself
heard of the navicular disease or navienlar joint disease =0 much
even as mentioned before Mr, TurNER published his paupers on the
subject® My study of veterinary science us a pupil commenced
and e¢nded undgr Protessor COLEMAN: and certainly never by my
teacher, that [ have the most distant recoilection of, was the word
wnavicular,” in connection with or reference to discase once men-
tioned. I remember that the Professor attributed foot lameness in
genera!l cither to disease of the sensitive laming® or to contraction
of the hoof; and in my notes of his lectures I find this memorable

@ The papers were sent to the professorsof the London Veteriuary ( du'gge in 1816.—AM.D,

~~)



18 NAVICULAR DISEASE.

passage: ‘In nine cases out of ten of what are called groggy or
foundered horses, these parts (the sensitive laming ), in consequence
of ¢bronic inflammation, have become altered in structure. effusion
of lymph or of bony matter taking place.””

~It is known that MaoRCROPT recognized the existence of the
disease under the term “coffin joint lameness,” and practiced the
operation of neurotomy in the early years of this century, but lett
England for India without imparting hiy kpowledge to any one.
At the time of the publicution of the TURNER pupers above referred
to, the prevailing cause of lameness was supposed to be contraction
of the boof. This dingnosis, Mr.-TURNER was led to believe, was
incorrect, and to him must be given the credit of the re-discovery
of navicular discase. After enumerating the cuuses which led him
to search for some other<heory than contraction of the hoot, TURNER
says: «By dissection I bave disLO\'ercd another, and to the best of

" my knowledge, it iz a disease which bhas never been described by

any author. The seat of it is im the navicular joint of the foot: I
mean the joint formed by the nuvicular bone aml the flexor tendon!
where the flexor tendon slides over the navicular bone.”

PATHOLOGY OF NAVICULAB DISEASE.

PercIVALL says: “The parts diseased, in cases of navicularthritis
(navicular disease) or:grogginess, are the wunder surfuce of the
navigular bone, and the hpper one of the perforans tendon. It will

be remembered that the inferior (j' posterior surface of the navicular

bone is covered with caftilage far the purpose of articulating. . e.,
forming a barsa or joint iwith the opposing tendon of the perforans
mausele, which, in the mations of jthe bone, upward and downward,
plays over it something like a rope over a pulley, the surtaces of the
bone and tendon being in more |complete coaptation from the cir-
cumsgtance of the bone having a transverse eminence or crest across
the .middle, to which the! tendon fis fitted by a corresponding exca-
vation in its substance, w‘ghich hereabouts is rather of the naturc of
cartilage than tendon. * * | * Now, it'is either the said
crest .across the navicular;bone or the opposed coneavity in the tendon,
or both together, which show the eqdrliest signs of disease in navicular-
thritip.”* Such was TURNER's aéceptation of the pathology of the
diseage, and bringing befbre bia ciass one day a horse affected with
navicular disease, he explained tb them minutely the morbid con-
dition in which the surface of the navicular bone should be found,
when, on destroying the horse, the surface of the)bone was found to

% Italics mine.~{ A. M. D. ;
' . ;
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be perfectly healthy.  His disappointment was so great he ceased
tenching the pathology of navicular disease, and died without
learning how nearly he had arrived at the proper solution ot the
difficalty.

Ro tar as [ can learn. it remained for Dr. REap, above men-
tioned, to discover that the original seat ot the disease was vot in
the surtace of the bone at all, but in it~ center. or in the cancella.
Had Trryer but sawed through the navicular bone which <o disap-
pointed him. he would have undoubtedly fonnd the inflammation
existing in the cancela. The true pathology of the disease then s
as follows: Whatever be the immediate cause. the trouble starts
with congestion of the cancellated structure at the interior of the
bone.  Inflammation and enlargement of the bone follow.  In one
specimen in my possession the color of the bone. interior and ex-
terior. has been changed to a dingy hroawn by the congestion, while
as vet the surface hus not been abraded at all ;o in fact, the disease
may run tor months betore it reaches the surtiee of the bone. When
it does reach the surtace the morbid appearances presented are
uleeration or cavies. At fir<t Qittle cminences the size of millet
seeds are observed on the under sartace of the bone  As it pro-
gresses. the bone looks worm-caten. and later. holes will be tound
in the bone, into which. in some cuses. the tendon will be tound to
have intruded. .

It was this last phase of the discase with which TURNER was
acquainted: or in other words, only its advanced stage.  Further
proof of the correctness ot this pathology will be wiven in the dis-
cussion of treatment.  The symptoms indicative of navicalar discase
depend.upon the character and degree of the lumeness and the con-
dition of the thot. The approach of the disease is in some cases
very slow. cven stealthy: in others. very rapid. The horse may
appear zound ou being led from the stable. and on working awhile
he will seem to favor one or the other of his tore feet. Examination
fails to show any exterior cause ot lamcuess. and a rest of a few days
may cause him to appear sound again. On returning to work the
same thing will appear again; this time probably more clearly
defined lameness. A tew days of rest again will appear to restore
him. In this way. if the work ix easy and not on hard ground,
weeks and even months may pass before the horse is pronounced
decidedly lame. The veterinarian will now be called in, the shoe
removed, and the foot examined by means of the drawing-knife.
It may now be found that the sole cuts dry and bard, and some con-
traction of the heels may also be observed. All hoof signs may,
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however, be wanting until the {isease has passed the first stuges.
Mr. TurNER recommends that bgth hoofs be pared out in order that
any differences between them tay be discovered, as it is but rare
that both feet are attacked primarily at the sume time.

The pain in a foot baving naficular disease is probably more or
less continuous, and it is hut natural that the horse should advance
the lame one slightly, thereby taking the weight from it and reducing
the pain, « pointing the foot,” ab it is called. If he does stand in
this way, the trouble is'undoubtedly in the foot, and if so it is safe
to pronounce it navicular diseasq. I have seen a horse that was suf-
fering from this disease Keep t.pnstaml) changing the foot on the
ground ; first holding one foot up and then the ather,and endeavor-
ing by this means to case the pfnn which he was suffering in both
feet. He had bad navicular disdase for years, was constantly lame,
and the owner did not know what the trouble was. To quote D
REeap, ‘Heat of the foot, though one of the ordinary symptoms ot
navitular disease, will not be present in all stages of the lameness.
When a horse, for example, fulls suddenly lame, the cause of lame-
ness not originating in inflammation, which as yet has not had time
to set in, it cannot be expected that heat should be present.  Neither
will it be found in certain chronic stages of the disease, wherein
lameness is rather the consequance of altered structure than of in.
flammation.”

Careful inquiry should be made as to whether the present case is
the first, second. or third attack of lameness in the same foot, and
whetlfer or not anything of the kind has ever appeared in the other
foot."- lens is by far the most important of all symptoms. The
very-eircumsatances ot relapse, from the tendency of navicular dis
ease to return, adds the most important weight to the consideration
of symptoms. PERcIvALL says: < Were a person a hundred miles
off to write a letter saying, * My.horse goes lame and I can discover
no cause or semblance of cause for the lamenesy; there is nothing
to be observed to account for it. Ouce or twicetbe has through re-
pose become.sound again. though lameness has hot tailed to return
every time he bas returned toiiwork,' I would, without apprehen.
sion of being mistaken, et it down as navicular disease. The
treatment usually employed is tfp have the foot immersed in a warm
bath, the immersion being succegded by the envelopment of the foot
in a hot poultice. By such trdatment and a week's repose many
have been rcstored.”

I now come to the |mportan part of this paper, namely. the low
operation of neurotomy, practnc' d entirely by Dr. REaD, and when
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n=ed in the irst stages of the disease. with almost nuiform suceess,
To explain the rationale ot” the operation it is necesdsary to return
awain to the structure of the boue.  As already explained the di-
serse starts as a congestion and consequent inflammation and ulcer- »
ation of the cancella or interior portion of the bone.  This portion
of the bone is rich in nerve fibre, and i< the seat of the extremity of
a branch of the metacarpal nerve. The pain produced uy uleera-
tion amongst this nerve tibee is probably similar to that experienced
by man trom an ulcerated tooth. The horse mentioned just now as
continually changing the position ot his fect gave me the impression
that he was in constant pain. his whole appearance indicating as
much.  The very uleeration which canses pain. howeverois at the
sme time nature’s cure tor the trouble: it teuds to destroy the

structure ot the cavceellas and in its place ~olid bone material is de-

posited trom the exterior of the bone. Should this process of nature

work rapidly enough. no assistance trom man woald be necded.
But before nature’s cure has been completed. the uleeration has
ciaten throogh the surtice of the bone and destroved it The result
i~ that the tendon instead ot having a ~smooth. lubricated sartace to
work over, has one that is rongh and indented. causing intense pain
to the tendon.  As the evil progresses the tendon becomes imbiedded
in the holes of the bone, and the result is stiffness in the movement
ot the toot.  Nature's remedy suggests one to man: destroy the
source of supply of the nerve tibre ot the cancella, the provess of
ossification will be bastened and aleeration stopped. This i~ done
by the operation of neurotomy . in which that branch of the meta:
corpal nerve leading to the navicular bone is cut atter it leaves the
main nerve

The discovery of the operation of neurotomy is in ne wise claimed
tor Dre. REap: it was usced in the early yvears ot the contury, as already
stated. What is. however, claimed tor him, is the discovery of the
correct pathology of the discase: and the examination of upwards
of one hundred navicular bones has convinced me ot its vrath,  Its
trath is morcover shown by the splendid results ot hisoperations. In
thirty yvears of practice he has operated on between tive hundred and
a thousand horses. in the great majority of cases with a return of’
soundness to the horse.  Fucts speak tor themselves. The startling
discovery to me in my work in connection with this subject is the

alarmingly large number of horses which are suffering from this

discase. In a lot of sixty navicular bones, brought in by the person
having the contract for destroying the dead animals of this city. we
tound searcely any that were sound.  Almost all had the disease to

>
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CONVERSATIONS ON CAVALRY: BY PRINCE KRAFT ZU
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TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN

BY LIECTENANT CARL REICHMANN, NINTH INFANTRY, UL S0 Arvy.

ELEVENTH CONVERSATION, MARCH 2» Ini - —OF THE TRAINING PROPER
OF THE REMOUNTS,

H. What do yvou think is the hest time tor passing to the train.
ing proper of the remounts?

S, s =00n as the remountsare yrivtuully gaining strength o obey
the preparatory aids, seek the bit confidently with head straight to
to the tront. and retain the teeling of the bit in all the natural
paces, trot, walk and gallop.
hindhand more.

H. Since the remounts are transported by rail. the vegiments of
most corps get them as carly as July or Auvgust.
proper can then begin by the tirst of October.

S, It I were to name a specitied date. I should be contradicting
myselfin the vase of every single horse. and violate all the principles
of rational riding.
the same day.

Then vou may begin to work the

The training

In the first place, the horses are not born on
The remounts are therefore not of the same age. nor
in the same stage of bodily development. Some horses develop
more rapidly than others.  Differences of build require some horses
to be worked in natural gaits longer than others. It i3 therefore im.
possible to state on what date to pass with a remount squad to the
training proper, the date for cach borse being different: wecan only

ured by Dr Keed -s0una
| theveagter. wnrted death

say when each individual horse is ripe tor training.
. . . -~ . . . .
H. That each individual requires different treatment is plain to
any intelligent rider. But I should like-to have your opinion at

about what season of the vear the average remount arriving with
the regiment in July is sufficiently progressed, barring. of course,
. exceptions in individual cases.

S, I must decidedly decline to name any particular season, not
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even within the very widbst li‘lLits With e'u-h remount yon bogm
the work of the hindhand, i. e, the passing f'rom the natural to the
medium gait, the trainin prdper when the riemount is ready tor
it. To recognize this time is the business of thi Judge, and, in vur
military training, of the instrydtor's eye and the|rider’s feeling. with
which latter the instructor should come to an understanding by
questioning him.  Nor must yau understand me| assaying - To day
the training of this or that remount begins,” and that from this day
on I put aside all natursl galtq'aml preparatoryt aids.  On the con-
trary, you believe the harse has sufficiently progressed.  You at.
tempt to bring the hindhand well under. to raije the forchand. the
nose*-held low.” If unsuccessful you have warning that youn were
mistaken. annd have to return at once to natural gidits and preparatory
aids.  With our good-natured horses, however. you will probably
succeed at once. The 4lmgcr‘ﬁu' rider aund horge les in this: that
the former, rejoicing over his sugcess, will soon demand too much in
quality as well as in qud n‘tuy. i e de at once raises the forehand
too high, and urges the hindhand too much; rides in the fiest days
too long-at a time at gaits approaching the medigm ones, and causes
pain to the horse. During the succeeling d‘nj‘lhe horse resists,
having suffered pain in the \[.lhlt‘ becomes restive and loses its ap-
petite. It is time then to rvtuv‘
make moderate demandsfonly, fpr some days. Al good. experienced
rider. who makes no mispukes. will teach a horse gverything without
worrying him. He never sety
The horse learns without noticipg that it is doing anything nnusual.
Both horse and rider are lunawae how it comes that all ot a swdden
the Gordian knot is undone.

H. My question as to the pr&pet- time for beginning, is prompted
by the division into peridds witl which the second part ot the viding
instructions begins. Thcr it {fix assumed that the first training
of the remounts begins oh OctoPer Ist. though, wnw they arrive so
early, it might begin in .Iul) or{August. [ thonght that von wanll
procved more slowly t'hnﬁ the rikling instructions) by beginning the
training proper about Oclober I§t.

S, It should not be‘f‘o:-oo en that the averhge remount is a
quarter of u vcar)ounger‘ in July than in October and less developed
physically, and that less Bhonld be demanded of jit. It is possible,
of course, that sometimes a remojjnt may bave suffi piently progressed
by Oétober to allow of inpreasink and shortening]of the gait.  But
this will certainly be the pxceptipn.

H. But yog can not elay lng in the fall iff according to the

at once to the nataral paces. and to

es on a certain jtusk for each day.
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division into periods, ¥ou are to teach the medinm trot, fast trot,
volts with turning, ete.

Nothing has contributed so much to the gf'os* n.ufun:l.cr-
standing of the entire meaning of the second part ot the riding in-

S

structions as this division into periods with which this part begin~.
It is merely an iflustration, not a regulation,

(. How can a riding instractor inter from the riding instroe:
tions what is meant as recgulation and what as illustration?

S From the entire sense of the riding instructions in harmony
with the correct rider tecling. Tu the first place please note that the
division into periods coversa space of cighteen months, and that the
text refers to the faet that the remounts arvive as eurly as Juiy or
Aucust. and that this time should be utilized, The division into
perinds ends with March ot the second year. What troop com.
mander with any sense would place the old remount in ranks us
thoroushly ll':\in.e'l on the Ist of Aprilz What regimental com.
nmisnder \\'.nnld allow that? A carctul leader, with a knowledge of
his horses. will sclect with great care a tow of the old remonnts aned
put them in the ranks it entirely developed. taking for the largee
sammer exercises most ot the remounts tor parade merely, and
saving and leaving behind those which need it. As Jongas we have
the inspections at the emd of the riding course, the question is l‘n)\\'
to euard the young animals from the preparitions for the inspection.
The inspector can do muach in contenting hims<elt with what the
horse’s strength and state of training permits, in not requiring work
by pattern nor expecting 1o see every horse tully trained l'\'.:lli.\' tor
tl.n- ranks,  Thus the real time of training lusts two years instead
ot cighteen months, and with some horses two vears and a quarter,
followed by ~six months, within which the training ot the horse can
be supplemented, '

H.  Will it be possible to save many of the old remounts in
summer when the squadron is required to turn out tor the largde
summer exercises with a certain number of files?

S There are many opportunities tor saving the old remounts
during the mancavers.  The quartermaster. or some men not riding
in ranks, are put on them. [t is preferable. however. to drill in
peace time with a few blunk files rather than to ruin the remounts.

I should prefer not to turn out. betore fall, a single old remount for

large fatiguing exercises in peace time,
H. Wouald yon leave them in the garrison?

S Certainly not. -March and change ot air will benefit them,

It i= only trom severe exertions that I would guard them.
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H. There you are clashin
every horse be turned out for|the large divisii
says: “Those not in ranks fajl to take part
wants the number of riderq and files considered iq
an attack was successful or not.

S. General voN SCHMLDT 8 one of our gr
greatest, drillmaster of recent times. He did gi
paring and carrying out the pefice exercises of ¢

demands on the rider in war are justified throughout.

individual trai
much. As totl

accept him as authority on th
horse in peace; he demands to
war, he is right. There it mak
the bnllet or from exhaustmn if pnly the object i3 ¢
in peace time the highest demandy are made on the
developed and -obedient, tﬁey a
and still more those after| him [fin the cavalry
failed 'to sustain his met.lubds apd seek to outdo
half of the remounts. Thq liorde may not show
cixe, but will in the next ﬂ.{\\ madhths or years.
demandu ten years in succassion| you will have s
more than one-half of the borsegare ruined, i. ¢.,
H: A squadron of ful' peafie strength can

RY.

with ScaMmT, who demands that

pnal exercises, and
n the fight.” He
deciding whether

patest. perhaps the
teat things in pre-
rrent masses.  Hix
But I cannot
ning of man and
e requirements of

no difference if] the horses fall by

aained ; but when
horses before fully

ruined to no flurpose. SCHMIDT,
ywho in part have

him, break down
t during the exer-

you make these
nadrons of whiel
untit for war.
turn out for the

summer exercises with eleweu les (among theny two blank tiles):
that is, eighty horses, not countiflg the old remougts, without which

the squadron numbers 109 horseyl Some of the ol
to go lame, or have to be snurcd for some other
very fatiguing summer exegcises|| hence it would

1 horses are going
reason during the
10t be long betore

you will have to place somy of the old remounts j“ ranks.

S. . The more ratlonnll’ anfl gently the re
treaied in the first two years] the- better wil
withstand the fatigues of the

hounts have been
| they afterward

ancuvers, the snpaller will be the

number of old horses that fall put|[from lameness oif other causes, and

the smaller the probability of k
of the :current year. The morejthe horses while
fatigued, the surer the foundatiap for their ruin
they w{ill in after ycars break do¥n, become lame
the!'éfore, to turn out for ‘the
during; a few years, than o ru
It was war, however, that 1 had «
tuke thie field with a squadron v
horses ;t_hnn with one of which
efficienty in the field? l
i

aneuvers with
a single remc
hiefly in mind:

|

ving to use some¢ of the remounts

yet remounts are
s liid, the soouner

Jete. Tt is better,

v few blank files
unt prematurely.
Yould you rather

th none but fresh legs under its
half the horses| are of doubtful
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H. Do you mean to leave the old remounts at home if war
should break out during the time demanded for training by vou. for
instapce in summer?

S, If up to that time [ have spared them rationally. and turned
them out in ranks occasionally only tor exercise on day~ when the
amount of work and the nature of the drill was not too much for
them. I =hall be able to use them in war to better purpose than it
they have been turned out tor all exercises. and have thus had the
seed of ruin implanted in them.

H. 1 wish to revert once more to the division into periods.
The riding instructions enjoin in every line a slow and gradual pro-
_‘_’I'C»“.\’il)ll.“.ll)ll vet it seets to me as though by this division into
periods so much is expected that notremount is able to accomplish
it in the time allotted.

S You may judge by this that a rigid adherence to this division
No intelli-
vent rider will sacrifice 2 hair's breadth of the requirement —running
like a red thread through the riding instructions—ot a gradual prog-
ress in the training conforming o the physical development ot the

into periods is not expected by the riding instructions.

horse, for the mere purpose ot tulfilling the letter of the division into
periods.  Adherence to the text of the riding instroctions and their
purport as a whole, which i~ in perfect accord with rational riding,
<hould be the guide.  Rigid adherence to the division into periods
leads to the ruin of the horses,  The pr(;«'c«lure under the division
into periods 15, on the whole, correct. but ~should be modified <o as to
~uit the case of each horse

H. Still it seems to me there is much that is in opposition to
vour principles. If, for instance. in the first peried. which, according
to vour principles. should fur the most part be devoted to the mere
preparation tor the training proper as we discussed it the last time,
pussing of corners, changing corners across the hall. volts with turn-
ine. turning on the forehand. fast and medium trot. are to be prac.
ticed, these requirements seem to me opposed to your principles.

S Notatall. Passing corners and changing should be practiced
i1 the tirst period, it as is assumed in the instructions, the - neces-
sarv evil” ot hall riding is unavoidable. Where this evil can be
avoided. [ need vot suffer its resulting evil effects. Volts with turn-
ine can soon be ridden. the only question being how.  What else ix
the change of direction, under application of the inner leg for the
purpose ot familiurizing the horse with that application of the thigh
which [ recommend as preparatory aid, than part of a volt in turn-
ine? The same exercise at a halt which I discussed at the same

.
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tinje, what is it but part of the turning on tlfe forchand? If vou
wore to begin with a volt of six paces diametep and an entire turn
on the forehand, you would 0t have my apprdval. nor be acting in
the sense of the riding instrbctions.  With the fasc and medium
trot in the first period, it is the|same. The riding instructions never
contemplated thereby a perfedt fast or mediun trot. but merely an
increasing and shortening of the gait, such as|l require at the be-
ginning of the training |proper for working the hindhand. Only
perfectly active horses are ablg to go a perfect fiist and medium trot.
Any good rider knows that, anjl it is to them thdt the riding instruc.
tions -are addressed. !

H. Al this admits of no dontroversy.  Buf the hapless riding
instructor is inspected at the apd of the first, of at any rate, of the
sml:ogd or third period, and heljs expected to shgw. :m«] the horse to
do, what is prescribed for thesé periods in the riling instructions.

'S, Where in the riding iliﬁtl'llcliOlns do vor find it stated that
an inspection should take pl:uk\‘p at the end of egeh period?  Thesc
riding inspections at the onds= ot the periods are i disease with whieh
our entire cavalry is affficted. I The superior arpives and demands
on ;t?)e 1st of January this, on fihe 1st of May thut. What does the
ridipg instructor do? He lulldi his remount squitd to sdecp and Las
to go mechanically through t»c task prescribgd tor that period.
Volts. ete.. and subsequantly Hidc paces are ploduced. but how?
The;best natured horses, wlloseélconﬁ)rmation offdrs the least ditheul-
ties, are placed in the lead and rear. for whateger happens in the
middle is not so conspicudus.  During the last menth betore the -
spection the work is confined td reeling off daily the requirements
of the inspection. This cpnsurﬂes balf the time pf the training. in-
stead of utilizing the entire tim¢ for making the horses effective tor
the field. Furthermore thie instructor, fho has ekhibited his horses
at t](e end of one period, Ls aptito consider themiso far progressed,
thatihe passes on to the npext, and no longer conderns himselt” with
the more primitive exercises

the former perjod. which, in bis
mind, is a thing of the ppst; yet it is in the dense of the riding
instructions, again and again ko go back to the most primitive
exoréises when meeting ith |} itficulties, whiclf were considered
surmounted because an erfor wif< made and the Jorse advanced too
rapidly. The instructor cgres in the first place tp come out well at
the inspection. What bedomes jof the remountg after leaving his
hands, concerns him little. Thalshirt is nearer 19 his skin than the
coat.. So you see what leads to precipitation in the training of the
remoyllts, is the ingpection) at th end of the perigds and not the di-
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vision into periods which i intended merely as an illustration and
cuide.

" H. I think the evil could be removed if the riding inspections
were properly managed. and. n~ proposed in my letters on cavalry.
would take place, not at the end of the periods. but a few wecks be.
fore that time, giving the inferior time to remedy the detects pointwl
out to him.

K. That would mercly lessen the evil. Tt must be rooted ot
entirely.  Every final riding fnspection is apt to lead to the beliet.
that the horse or rider iz ~dome.” But in a certain sense horse
and rider are never ~done.” for they can always learn more, while,
in another sense, the squadron is expected to be <“done’ at all times.
Of what use is a system of riding which can show its feats in April
only, and foreets them again in the drill season?  Of what use isa
squadron which can have squadron drill only in May and June.
target practice in July. regimental drill in Angustoand maneuvers
in September?  May pot war break out at any season?  Should not
the squadron be abie to drill at any time during the year? Why
then the periodical inspections?

H. Without control, no achicvement.  As the inspection. o the
work.

S Very true. 1 tuke you at your word. Ax tho inspection,
w0 the work.  For this very reason mspegtions should not take place
at the end of certain periods fixed for each year. otherwise the ex-
ercises are so conducted that some riding can be exhibited at the
final inspections.  The inspections should be so made that the infe-
riov will never kuow beforehand of the superior’s coming. It the
latter wants to inspect the riding of the remounts, he must not allow
himselt to be treated to a performance as a ballet. or 2 ¢ircus gquad-
rille. but should be present during the instruction (whother during
the first, second, fourth, cighth or ninth period of the riding instruc:
tion, is immaterial ). and must insist with iron rigor. that no more
be required of any remount than it is capable of in view ot its phys-
ical development and previous rational trainirg.  Thus the superior
can exert an intelligent influence. and judge the inferior by hix way
of imparting instruction. That once done. you should see how the
coaching for inspection will come to an end.
H. But you must fix on some date by which the remount must
be ready to be placed in ranks!

S No! No' The horse is placed in ranks when it has wained full
strength and is broken to obedience, Or do you want me to say for
instance. on this or that day the horse must be placed in ranks: by
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that day it must have gaibed fu)l strength and be rendered obedient”
From the words “full strength|” you will percdive that I would be
saying something wrong:. ‘ Mq‘ y riders forget that a horse’s obedi-
ence and full strength stand if close reciproca] relation; that tull
stréngth is promoted by longj| rational trainirg: that precipitate
training is apt to be harmiful; that only such hogses can be rendered
thoroughly obedient as passess Lheir full strength), because before the
development is completed they have weak poihts which, if disre-
garded, bring on obstindey. The red thread funning throughout
the remount training, should bd{ that the training ot each individuul
horse be as slowly proceeded with as indicated by its previous excr-
cises, conformation and development. and that jt be not placed in
the ranks for all kinds of sory
obedient. \z

ice until it is fully developed aud

H. Then you will not be agbi y as a rule, to pl
in the ranks until after the gredt fall exercises,
remount here and there which geeds additional
following winter with the next |

S. ‘What harm is in that?
viceable all the longer, will be
better riders will be trained on
imbibe an all the better rider
speak.

H. Itis not difficult to see that the training Lvill be much more
perfact, if no time is fixed by Which the horses imust be rendered
active, than when you are tied dpwn to a certain kime. Hercatter I
will ask my question on the furgher training witl| as littte reference
as possible to the calendar. I‘ hould like to know next whether.
when you begin to work the Hjndband, you wduld alsn begin to

.bend the horse? : N ‘

S. Nothinyg bends the horso;

hindhand in' the active rinediu‘

¢ the old remounts
and you will have a
raining during the
rounger class of remounts.

s old horses they will remain <er-
ained all the bdtter: so much the
hem, because thpn the recruit will
eling with the mother milk. ~» to

etter than the ‘pringifig up of the
trot. It prepmres the bending
tbroughout the horse’s stfuctu Bending sideard should. how-
ever, not begin too soon.. Manyliriders fall in thid error. It *knie-
bels’” the horse and deprives it ¢f the confidence {n the reins which
has Been imparted by a rationaljworking of the
creep.away from the reins.

indhand. [t will

H. You have already given arning that in Beginning it there
should be no attempt to bring thy young horse forward on the hind-
band at a walk. The chiéf wo 8 purpose is the
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S, And the gallop. I need notexplain to you how in both these
caits the hindhand is brought under.
" H. No!' The course of training as outlined by you agrees too
much with what my instructor LANGENS also prescribed. to need
much explanation.  He increased the natural gait by driving for-
ward with the thigh and relaxing the reins graduoally at the same
time.  When the horse then begin to seek the reins, he made us
endeavor to redace the gait gently with the reins, gradually relax-
ing the thigh pressure at the same time.  Ax soon as the horse
decreased it gait, it was again driven torward with the thighs, and
the reins were relaxed.  The aids thus given alternately by thigh
and rein gradually approached each other. Tt required many days,
weeks, even months, betore thigh and rein could be applied simulta-
xxm-()llsl):. This work on a straight course requires much paticnce,
and frequentiy throws the rider into protuse perspiration. But
when thigh and rein can once be applicd simaltancousiy. the horse
i~ placed = between thigh and bit.” and the natural trot bax been
transformed into the medium trot betore you know it

S, T place much value on the gallop as a means of workine the
hindband.  The gallop is a gait very sympathetic and natural to
the horse.  But those alone can properly work at the gallop who sit
correctly, contform well to the motion. and do not need the reins for
keeping their seat.  For this reason I speak again and again ot the
seat.  Many rviders and instructors inwardly hate the galiop, espe-
cially the extended gallop, because they do not know how to ride
it: because they lack the disengaged scat: because they do not let
themselves go and allow the horse to move treely: becanse they
come in contlict with the horse in this manner.  They seck to make
up by force tor lack of adroitness in the saddle, interfere with the
gallop jumps of the borse and cause pain, to which the horse responds
by stiffening itselfl staring and pulling on the reins. Sach choking
and fighting ruins the horse’s body and character. and the riders
think that it was the gallop that spoiled the horse, when. in fact, it
was the mauvner in which they rode it.  Cavalry must be able to
gallop for maneuvering. charging, patreling, and producing bold
riders. Whoever cannot make a long gallop with an easy rein, is
not a properly trained cavalryman. and can be given no voice on
campaign riding. The long gallop is the rider's touchstone: the
proof of the example cheers the heart, brings seif-contidence, the
feeling of invincibility, without which cavalry can do nothing. In
riding the young bhorse at a gallop, its jump should be absolutely
unimpeded. By increasing or shortening. a medium gait is reached,
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in increasing and decreasing the gait. The “sh
shortened gait at the gallop, should at first be 3
as the shortened gait in'the tyot. Both are sc
taim to an entirely different pefiod of the traini

H. Now I need not ask ghe next questio:
tong:ue, i. e., when you would Begin to bend the
from what you have sald, it gppears that the
come until the hindhand,is so far brought undd

in which the work is the sugne as in the tro

been transformed into z" niedfum gait, which

, consisting merely
prt gallop,” i.¢., the
s carefully avoided
hool paces, and per-
hgr.

I have bhad on my
horse sideward. tor
time for it has not
r, and the remount

dmits of being in-

takes the reine so that the natural trot and gu}:op have gradually

cregged or decreased. \
8. Yes, and the walk will jthen have becon
being unecessary to torment the horse by brin
under at a walk. The work of the straight co
bent the baunches to a certaip extent, tor the
bindhand causes the same to pe placed well ur
to be shifted to the hindhand.
’ With what exercise dojiyou begin the si
$. Before speaking of that I should like to
ciples in bitting and handlin
violﬁted, for irrespective of tl
without correct bitting,' han
factpra, especially with remout
H. The riding instruction
LER|are the most correct on this point. I should
8. The ounly correct on Yet they arg
against, because in riding youmg horses the rid
9&rgful of bimselt’ to see that ghe middle betwed
whdn riding on one hand, the bridle hand Y
middle of the horse. This cfluses misunderstd
proper «standing to the bit,” gpntrol over the h
oue| rein only, the wrong ong, remains in op|
should constantly feel both reips lightly, otherw
on_ the neck, obedience, is Igst; head and nj
Frequently horses go onione Hein only, mostly
resuit of faulty snaffle work, ghiefly because th
curli bhabitually lets the bridl¢g hand hang do
brings about a wrong bending of the neck to
obsdrve this with most men of fhe squadron. I
looKed. out for, nor should the instructor.allow |
this’habit. It does not make so #nuch difference i

3
i

impracticabilit
ing of reins anc
3 at the beginunig
and the works d

re steady without it
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urse will also have
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der, and the weirht
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when the rider may use both hands as in horse breaking. and in
drilling, when the soldier holds the weapon in his right hand. If
the reins are removed ftrom over the horse's middle nanl
becomes confused, cannot be properly turned, ete. Again. the pr:per
position of the reins is impossible withoat a correct seat. It brings
about refractoriness. and it you are strict with vourself yvou admit
that it is you who is wrong,  Frequently the cause of the horse's
leaning on the reins is that bendings and lessons are demanded tor
which the horse is not yet ripe.  In addition, horses that take one
rein only are more quickly used up. their legs suffer trom one-sided
use, not to mention a galled back trom great exertions in the field,
refusal of tood. exhaustion, ete.

H. Much harm is done also by using an unduly long rein,

8. Chiefly because the rider is apt to take the reins too short,
believing to have thus better control over the horse. That is an
error.  The borse familiarizes itselt’ more readily with reins of
proper length, and seeks them. while it endeavors to get away from
the short rein which hurts: for the rein, it" too short: 1. deprives
the horse of the possibility of stepping out, of’ extending itself, of
selecting the spot where to plant its feet. It deprives the horse
from beginning of the initiative, renders it aystematically unsteady,
which will manifest itself later in riding on uneven ground. 2. With
high paces, mouth and balance are lost. 3. The position, the rider's
seat, are lost. He advances the hand, draws in his left side, and
leans to the right. Result: Saddle galls on the left front and right
rear. 4. It invites falling. When stumbling the horse seeks to save
itself from falling by planting the fore legs and stretching the neck.
Too short reins prevent the horse from doing so. The rider is at
the same time pulled forward, and cannot, as he should, throw back
the upper part of his body. and take his weight oft' the fore part of
the horse. 3. The horses are thus prevented from looking out tor
themselves. become unsteady, stapid. and the riders become dJifi-
dent and cowardly, for they lose the confidence in themselves and
the horses.

H. The reins should. however, not be left loose tao iong at a
time. :

S. Of course not 30 long that the rider loses all action upon
the horse. The fault of too short reins is the more frequent one.

H. Itisa pity that there can be no fixed rule for the length of
the reins.

S. The length of the reins depends on the length of the horse.
the position of its head and neck. Nothing better could be said on
this point than what is contained in the riding instructions.
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H. There are many ridera who seek to remedy the defects in
the construction of the borse's| neck by auxiliary reins.

8. Unfortunately, yas; it js carried so far, that the anglomanics,
particularly the awkwarg onef, cannot take a rifle without a martin-
gald. That expedient is pseful| only in breakingjhorses to the gallop
for racing purposes, and |undef an excellent ridﬁr. For riding hall

work it is injurious, produced an oblique position of the head. a
faulty bend of the neck, and sjccustoms the homse to pull with the
hea{i upward. For campaign |[riding the martifgale should be dix-
carded, for reasons: 1. [f sh@rt in order to be feffective, it impedes
the {free movement of the hofse, especially in the high jump, anl
dra&s the stumbling hopse ddwn on the ground, and is therefore
dangerous. 2. It takes away the lateral actionof the reins. 3. It
causes the borses to be bridled| too high, and ihjures the forchandd.
4: Iis correct use requires thelnse of both handk, while the soldicr
has but one hand available. 5 Bridling in caselof alarm is delayed
by tbe, martingale, and the leqding of a spare
madp impossible. ; !

H. The use of the mirtingule was once rec
a horse that had an inclitmsion to the ewe nec
It braced itself against the action of the martin
the ewe neck ail the more :

S. I could have told you that at once. An
has become the fasbion. |

E;. In the division which 1 commanded there were infantry
regihents among whose chargers more martin ales could be seen
than| “jump reins” in a whole cavalry brigade df 1,400 horses.

S| I do not like the fixed “jump reins.” They are frequently
used against tossing of the head, and for confirmding the position of
the neck. They are injurious to the development of the paces. and
of evil for man and horse They fail of theitr purpose entirely.
The position of the neck ¢an be modeled over anly by driving the
bindhand forward against soft, but steady hand, never by strapping
up the horse forcibly. The tosging of the head {s usually the result
of factory-like, senseless work.:| When the riden begins to drive up
the hindband, to bring thg horse’s head and body closer to the head,
it is 1unavoidable that the constraint should capse discomfort and
pain‘in the compressed usc!bs, particularly if the nether jaw is
sharp,as in blooded horées which resent any {constraint. If too
muck be demanded at oncé if dome relaxation ig not allowed so that
the peor animal may stretéh and refresh the ping¢hed muscles, it be-
comes exasperated and sdeks relief in tossing its bhead.® It is the

wrse by the snatie

mmended to me tor
when I bought it.
ale, and developed

yet the martingale
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rider’s faylt. and it he upfwl_\' riu'u? in the way of auxiliapy reins, he
adds to the obstreperousness of the horse.

H. In my limited practice I had an experience which proves
the correctness of what you say. I rode a horse with a short carp
back. und long. slender neck. It would vault its whole neck and
spinal column like a fish. and when T happened to sit carelessly, |
was apt to receive a blow from the horse’s head in my face that
made my nose bleed. T asked the instructor's permission to use 1
sjump rein.” He declined anddemanded patience, seat and a lizht
hand.  After much work and untold patience. the animal gained
confidence. I rode it many years and in two campaigns, and never
had a nimbler. more condortable or agreeable horse without * jump
reins.”  For this reason I have always been opposed to the - jump
rein.”  In the huassar regiment of my division there was but one,
All officers. however, who knew that horse, even the greatest oppo-
nents of this instrument. including Colonel KAEHLER of the regiment,
declared the - jump rein™ indispensable in this case. The horse
would throw the head back obliquely and. in the absence ot the
sjump rein.” run madly away. Many a vider bad been injured by
it Whenit felt a = jump rein,” that maede this mancuver impossi-
ble, and its behavior was exemplary.

S, You see how smart horses are!  Hud you been able, how-
ever. to tollow the training of that horse from the bheginning, you
would have observed thut the animal acquired the bad habit wrti.
ficially in one way or another. and that correct treatment would
have precluded the habit.  For thix reason [ object to any kind of
auxiliary reins in the training ot remounts,

H. Have we the right to reject those auxiliary reins, which are
cnumerated in that part of our gospel. our riding instructions, which
treats of the training of the remount?  There we read: - Bearing-
rein, cavesson, dumb jockey.”

S, All works on riding, and foremost among them our riding
instructions, are agreed that auxiliary reins require particularly
good riders, and are dangerous instruments, which, in most cases. do
more harm than good, and are not to be used by riders whose skill
is doubtful and understanding defective. That is the case with all
remount riders of our squadrons, However thorough the instructor’s
knowledge, and however great his experience. he cannot supervise
every pull of the rein of his dozen of pupils or prevent faulty ones.
Auxiliary reins whose action is lever-like and twice as strong as that
of the simple snaffle, double the faults. Imperfect riders mean to
force the horse with the help of auxiliary reins.  They believe thums
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selves at first to be succepsful, but the horse degeives them, and they
thqmseh’rqs. The giving way sideward of the upper part of the juw
and the croup and dropping of the neck, they| mistake for a proper
yielding, and fail to noti¢e thay the horse is crepping behind the bit.
Confirmed in this idea, they mean to reduce thi poor animal to obe-
dience by forcible meaus. They mean to attain forcibly. without
effort, and at once, whatjcan be the result only] of gradual and pro.
gressive exercise in -bending Bnd rendering the horse supple with
the belp of aids and lessdns inflelligently appligd. Impatience, lack
of skill and understandipg, and pgrsonal conjfort, make auxiliary
reins an instrument of torture. There are lgood-natured horses
which stand this cruelty,iand finally go in one Wway or another. Im-
pure: paces and excessive work are the resuld, and the poor rider
does not know that he is condemning himself if saying, - The horse
goes' pass paces,” or ‘“runs avi;vay,‘ or “is alr¢ady broken down.”
Many young horses are prem:{turely condemndd, and old, used up,
dull ‘horses have to be retaingd one or more fears afler they have
ceased to be serviceable. Th¢ best auxiliary|rein is the steadily
driving thigh. |

H. Would you also probibil the use of the huxiliary rein in the
squadron for retraining of horges?

8, There are probably on

Y

or two riders i# ecach squadron who

have made sufficient progress| in riding to apply auxiliary reins

intelligently. The less, howevdy, auxiliary reing are used in the first

training, and the more nationilly that trainigg is carried on. the

fewer will be the horses whichj|require retrainfng with the help ot

auxiliary reins. In the squn@lrley should never be permitted. All
l

works on riding assume that injthe training, ugd particularly in the
use of auxiliary reins, the rider rides by himself] und can devote him-
self exclusively to his harse. i{l‘hat is impractjcable if he is to pay
attention to distances, other b ’-ses and commahpds,

H. The same may be said pf too sharp a curb.

S. There are cxcellept ridiers who can rige with the sharpest
bit, because they are skillful gpough to ride ljghtly and gentiy in
spite of the curb. In school miding, i. e, the pld high school, the
curb is used, and applied,|like g1l auxiliary reins, with understand-
ing and care. Exceptionally good riders can|ride with the sharp
curb {n the open and before thg front, not howlever. in ranks. For
purpases of campaign riding can not cautiqn too much against
sharp! bridling, i. e, too long 4 pull, too tight/a curb strap. It is
unnedessary to state that the gnaffle incorrectly placed, either too
high or too low, ill ficting, too |wide or narrow,torments the horse.

, !
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As with ail auxiliary reins.so I am equully opposed to all extraordi-
nary kinds of bits and bitting. with which so many riders torment
their borses,

H. The riding instractions mention amounyg the auxiliary reins,
the = training halter.” Do you reject that also? LANGENN bad every
remount bridled. in the beginning, with a kind of riding halter./. ¢,
with the snafle with nose strap.

S, He was right.  If vou call the nose strap an auxiliary rein,
which you must since it forms no longer part ot the regulation
cquipment, [ am in favor of thix one auxiliary rein. I did not think
ot this betore, for. during the greater part of my service. the nose
strap was part of the equipment. It is exceedingly dificult to
break a horse without nose steap. and requires particularly fine
touch. If the horse is able to open its mouth wide, it will displace
the upper part of the jaw, gather the tongue against the bit, or place
it over the bit, let it havg out on the side and use a number of smart
tricks to escape from the effect ot the bit aud bending ot the neck,
and brace its body. The rider. easily deceived. mistakes the - stand-
ing behind the bit' in the hall tor light touch.  In the open he be-
gins to realize that the horse is not bent, and has deceived him by
crecping behind the bit. It is diticult to break such bad habits,
The nose strap prevents them.  Rome riders have such a hard hand
and fanlty application ot the thigh, that horses will nevertheless
acquire these bad habits. A light hand. in combination with the
nose strap. prevents them.

H. The nose strap no longer torms part of’ the regulation field
¢quipment.

S, Unfortunately not. If a horse is pertectly broken, i. +.
supple and obedient. it may confidently be ridden without nose strap
for an ordinary ride. the chase. ete. In the service it is an evil
This is proven by the extraordinary increase of horses who stick ont
the thngue. Fifteen years ago they were infrequent, now thev are
numerous. For this reason I regret that it bas been discarded. and
hope it will again be adopted.

H. You were gnite right in discussing the handling of the reins
before the bending, as trom faulty management of the reins and in.
correct application of auxiliary reins a fanlty bending must result.
Permit me, therefore, to revert to the question how you begin the
side bending lessons.

S, The sideward bending of the horse in begun by every rider,
by most of them without knowing it, with that turning in which
the hindhand steps in the trail of the torehand. It is that turning
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{ passing of a corner) in Whiclf the application of the inner thizch
and latting go of the hindhand s no longer usetl to teach obedience
to thigh, bat in which the luudhaml is checked by the outer thich.
Few riders know how in sych papsing of a corndr a horse must bend
as on a large circle, aund ’what. demands are n’adc on the horse by
be«rmmng 100 early with ghe passing of corner:

H. Then you give the hrs“ bending lesson on the cirele in the
hall? I

8.5 The lagge circle i# the ;hall is too smill for the beginning.
Begin. on a large opeun spag‘-e, witlh half and quagter circles of wreater
diameter: but, mind you, ;not'b fore the horse pheys thigh and rein
on a straight course at a njedium gait. makes Hut one trail. and can
increase or decrease the gait acgording to the vjder’s will.

H. 'That would be about thg time when riding in squads on the
square with distances mayt be bfigun.

- Aboat, yes; but uot befgire the horse cap bend without pain

on u ¢ircle so small as the lafize circle of haif the hall.  In the
square; the riding should at firsf|be so regulated that along the short
side a half circle is described ingpead ot passing two corners.  Under
no cirpumstances should jriding on the squate with distances he
begun ;too early or contimued oo long. Indi\'ldual riding always
remains the chief consideration. | It follows frojn what I have stated.
that not all horses should be brought into the sgure at the same time
for riding with distances,; but cl)ne after the other when sufficiently
progressed. Riding with plaches is of great|value. It is, as pre-
viously stated, the test whether the rider has worked forward or
backward. For the serviee it i ju matter of neessity to equalize the
pace; otherwise closed eyolutians would be impracticable.  When
horses once go a medium pace, uhd can increase or decrease the gait,
observance of distances nojlongef entails danger to the gait as at the
beginning, when the hors¢ must be allowed to go its natural guit.

H.. I told you before that LiANGENN enjoined not to regulate the
distance by increasing op decreasing the gait, but invariably by
rounding off the corners ¢r following them morve closely.  Increase
and decrease of gait'he' denanded, sccording to the horse’s progress.
at every stage of training, until it could be done at every step. and
perfect obedience to thigh and rein obtained. For regulating dix-
tances, however, he prohiLited any change of gait. driving forward.
or holuing back. |

S.1 He is right as to!detail. On the whole, however, all riders
must pass over the same distanpe in the same time. and thus a uni-
form medium gait is obtained, srch us prescribed in the regulations,
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H. Further bending is obtaived by riding closely into the
corners,

X Yeso but very gradually, and at first with a considerable
rounding off. Then you muy advance to the cirelo and bend the
neck in motion,

H. Not at w hale?

S in the beginning 1 preter the bending while in motion. be-
cause in hending the horse at walk: it is apt to get hehind the bit
[ begin with a lively medium trot. When it is once certain that the
horse will not creep behind the bit. you may bend its neck at a walk,
and finally at a halt.

H. 1 heard some riders =ay that they began with bending the
forehand: others. that they began with the hindband. T never
could understand that.

S, Nor can it be understood. tor the former is injurious: the
latter, impossible.

H. Buat you stated the last time. that in beginning the turnings,
the hindhand may be allowed to fall away.  In doing this, in the
vaults with turning. the forehand is bent alone without the hindhand,

S, You forget that it was during the preparatory stage only. in
order to impart to the horse a lesson, to teach it the rider’s language.
to render it obedient to the thigh, If, atter the hindhand bas been
brought under, and bending of neck and haunch in the vertical plane
has been attaioed, sideward bending is begun for purposes of train-
ing. a gross error is cammitted in bending the forechand without the
hindhand. Bending of the forehand without the hindhand is im-
possible, since we ride with thighs and reins.  Whoever says that
he bends the hindhand first bas recognized the disadvantages ot the
bending of the forehand alone. begins as recommended by me by
bringing under the hindband. and believes be is bending the latter
only.  Without knowing he is bending the forehand at the same
time. i’ he has a good, steudy hand. The fmrso is a very singular
being, upon which any kind of action produces effecta,  You cannot
act upon any part without affecting other parts at the same time.
Hence it should be endeavored to act correctly upon all parts of the
horse’s body at the same time.

H. You would seem to be decidedly opposed to bending the
horse led by hand.

3. Bending by band must be used cautiously and discreetly.
The horse is apt to be brought behind the bit. as in BavcHER's
works all the horses are drawn with the bend in the region of the
third vertebra. To make himself intelligible to. and familiar with
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the horse, a good rider rlray risk the bending by hand: not too much.
however, or too long, nor so that the hindhand escapes the effect of
the bridle.

H. Do you accnmqlmh the further bending by meuans of the
volts?

‘8. The volt of six paces diameter is about the sharpest hending
that a horse may be subjected 1o, for we ride even the riding paces
with the bend of the body given by the volt (a sharper tollowing of
the ‘corners in itself is a sharper bend, but only a quarter of a cirvle).
A good volt is the touch-stone of complete training. Genevally the
volts are begun too eatly; more particularly volts with distances
and command should not be ridden until the horses are thdvoughly
worked through. At any rate, the increasing and decreasing of the
circle should be much plactice before attempting volts.

H. I knew many riders who were decidedly opposed to any
circle work, and were of the apinion that the only result was that
the horses got lame.

8. That is bound ta be the case when it is overdone, and like-
wise if any bending is overdone. Most riders fail to consider what
pain the poor animal is suffering in its muscles from the unwonted
bendlng, and how necessary it is to allow the horse frequently, very
freqnentb to stretch ltselt How our own muscles do ache when
kept for some time in_an uncomfortable position! How we do
strefch ourselves! And to the horse we are unwilling to concede

3this, and lay to ill naturd and unwillingness when it does what it is

prompted to do by severe pain. No wonder iff it does become
unwiiling. Heunce quite short lessons; frequent opportunity tor
the borse to stretch itself; frequent change by bending to the other
side, and, to prevent the :hindhand from remaining behind, frequent
change to the medium trot with which any exercise should wind
up, the object of which is bending. Frequently we see such an
exercise continued too long; for instance, an instructor will some-
tnm;s keep a squdad on the circle on the same hand for a quarter of
an hour. Nothing could be more injurious to the character and
nature of the horse than'the s?nselesa riding of exercises for their
oww sake. With every lesson!the rider should have an object in
view, and when he has attmned it in some slight measure, reward
the horse by leaving it untormented, and practicing something vlse.
A lesson by itself without object is senseless and harmful.

H. We frequently find even good riders too deeply enlisted i
circle work for bending the horse on one hand.

S.. When they do so, becsuse they continue the exercise too

. t
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long on one side, they show that they do not understund their busi-
ness and are not good riders. It happens, however, that an other-
wise good rider becomes angry . practically w hen he begins to feel
tired.  Well, an angry man h.;rdlv ever does anyvthing wise,

H. My often mentioned instructor had a gowl remedy for the
quick anger of riders.  He always carried a kaife in his pocket. and
whenever a rider became very angrey with his horse, he would offer
Bim the knife to kill the horse on the spot: he said that would be
better than to torment it that way.  This offer had invariably a
calming effect. .

S I eannot retrain from inviting vour attention 1o an error
committed by most riders in bending, and revert agaio to the seat.
Theyv allow their seat to be deranged by the work of the hands.
They then sit the horse obliquely and thus give with their weight
and thigh anintentional. and therefore, faulty aids. o doing <o the
inner hand pusses over the horse’s back to the outer side, while the
outer hand passes to the inner side. The crossing of the hands con-
fuses the horse. and <hould not be tolerated. Yet you can see that
tfrequently.

H. 1t would perhaps be well to endeavor to progress before
winter sets in sufficiently tar in the training of the remount to allow
of riding on the square with distances,

2. Why?  Errors of precipitation are always eommitted when
a certain term is set for certain progresa,

H. When the wintry season prevents work in the open because
the riding places are frozen over hurd. and the hall is at the disposal
of the remounts for three-quarters of au hour or an hour cach day,
all remounts must be brought to the hall together.

S Most of them will be sufficiently advanced. If. however.
one or the other is not, it should preferably be worked by itself.

H. But the hall is occupied all day.

S, It will not be occupied all day, it the old horses are so ridden
and treated as I want it.  The hall is there chiefly for the sake of
the remounts and recruits.  They have preterence. Everything
else comes after them. Any kind of hall work is fraitful of result
only if the horse is ridden by itself without regard to distances and
commands. This alone should show vou why the old school halls
were built so small. They were built with regard for individual
horses. Hence all such work is to be done in individual riding. =o
also in the hall.  The instructor should dismount the squad, and let
it rest or move about in the hall, and should take the riders one by
one, of whom perhaps two or three at the most work by themselves
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at the same time, but without r
ginning the whole squad, observi
gaits only, and practice inereasi
over, without considerably rounding off the corners.

H. Would you not put the whole squad on the circle, incereuse
and decrease the circle, and bend in the medium trot?

S.- Not until individual work has shown that the horse has made
sufficient progress. Individual ri
in the: hall, 100. In this manner
mals by training is avoided% the giding instructions mean to prevent
overwork by prescribing a maximum of one hour use ot the hall.
for if you prescribe much individual riding, a part is resting. and
each horse is subjected to tpaining and fatigue during one-halt only
of theiprescribed time; du‘-ing the other half it is resting.

H. Would you let youpg rem unts gallop in the hall?

8. " Why not, if they ave sufficiently advanced that it does them
no harm? The duration of the

llop should, however. be shorter
than in the open, because in the small hall the turnings come oftener

than in the large viding plice, and| futigue the horses. At any rate,
it should not be considered a crimip on the part of the horse when it
falls into a gallop of its own accor 1, nor should it be held back. but
it should. as I have explained for the natural gallop, be driven with
the thighs, to prevent the hindhadld from remaining behind.

H. What is the next bending lesson you would take up after en-
larging and diminishing the circleland bending on the circle?

8.. It is the riding of the medfum gaits in the second position.
Few riders are aware how strongly the horse must bend to go in the
second position. They sh uld be lcompelled once to walk even five
minutes with-their faces turped as ‘fur to the right as the horse must
turn its fuce, 8o that the riger mai‘ see the nose and cye, and they
would.svon feel pain in their mascles. The position toward the
rame-side should therefore not be dontinued too long, as all exercises
shonld; be continued but far a short time in the beginning. It is
i.nlpoi-tﬁnt to use at first lively medium gaits only. Itvisin these
alone that the hindband (and more particularly the iuner hind toot )
is so njuch brought under, that it Yeginsg to carry the forehand. while
in a shuflling, sleepy gait the hindhand remains behind.

H. ' A very effective lesson i3 the riding in counter-position,
especia“lly on the circle. ' )

S. ' A very effective lesson indged, which is to be recommended.
But beﬁc_ause it is so effective it shquld be used with discretion, for
its effeét on the horse is in proportjon. I recommend, therefore, to

ference to each other. In the be-
g distances, should ride medium
s and decreasing same, not, how-

ing must remain the main reliance
n overworking of the young ani-
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make in the beginning hut few successive steps in that position, and
to pass not more than one corner, <trongly rounded nﬁj. in the
counter position. if you wish to aveid injury to the horse’s hind legs
This lesson is the principal means by which trainers working for
the horse traders quickly reduce horses to some kind of obedience.
i order that they may be sold atan early date. not caring. of course.
what becomes of the horse afterward, a method of training called
~the Jew's =pit.”  Yet this Jes=on is not to he rejected with horses
which. while in the propér position, show inclination to give way
with the croup to the vater side and to retuse the hindhand.

H. Closely connceted with the second position is the -~ breaking

off " LaxaESS never liked the term. and called it instead. = giving
wav with the hand.”
'S The torm. it i< true. is not well chosen, because it iz apt to
make one believe that the application of foree i< impiied. This ex-
ervise should likewise not be overdane. The rider should wive as
woon as the horse gives.and use his thighs so that the harse may not
creep behind the bit.  Tt.should therefore be begun while in motion
at a medinm teot, nor shoutd it be omitted in the wallop as ~oon as a
medium gallop is admissible, il it is only subsequently that this
Jesson <hould be taken in hand ata walk.  Nor should it he done at
a Lialt before the horse is well up 1o ana coufidently champs the bit.
the hindhand well under.  Like bending. the ~breaking off ™ dis-
monnted by hand. should be done with great caution.

H. Wimt has struck me most regarding the division into train-
ing periods contained in the riding instructions, is, that they roquirf"
that the young remounts be practived in the cxschulterherein,
~travers” and creuvers’ as early as March and April.

S It is stated on page 4+4. that during the first vear the pre-
cision reguired in the second year is not to be demanded at first in
anv of the lessons.  That’ does not mean that they muy be ridden
:ux:kv.v:n-dl,\‘. in impure j..":li!.-'. the hindhand talling away instead of
being brought under. but that in the lessons on the double trail.
the two boof tracks must not be tarther apart than in the finisbed
side pace.

H  Your demand coincides with the principles established by
Lascexy, He demanded that in the beginning the one-sixteenth
- Kehulterherein © should be vidden.

2. In nothing is there greater ervor committed than in the les.
<ons on the double trail. They are practiced for their own sake. to
chow them off at the inspection. not as n gymuoustic exercise. ar a
means to an end. When the end has been attained. the means is no

Qs
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longer needed. Hence leLsons on the double trail should never be
“insi)ected,” least of all iy aqua#s with distances. The efliciency of
the horse trained as a mjlitarymount should be looked for as the
result, and the means thereto)should not be used for guadrille
exhibitions. ' {

H. I bad a horse onge that had never been put through the
lessons on the double tril, and yet was pertectly active and fit
for éverything that, coul‘p be demanded from a military mount
When old it went willingly pnder a young rider, even the paces
on the double trail, which it *had never becen taught. I rode the
hiorse more than seventden years.

S. Notevery borseileeds the gaits on the double trail to become
an efficient military mophnt. There are horses formed by nature so
normally, and presentig. so little difficulty, that they Jdo not need
these exercises. They ¢an do them more readily, and are theretore
frequently used to show|the art of riding in its highest pertection.
There are other horsesiof such dificult build, that they can never
be given lessons on the double trail without injury. In such cases
it is better to omit these lessons altogether, than to ride them incor-
rectly. Frequently, alnmost invariably, these lessons are begun too
early and the horse's gait is spojled. Whenever you s¢e remounts
whose hindhand is not hrought up, which pace at a walk. which. at
the trot, do not étep with the hind hoof as far as the imprints of
the fore hoof, nine times out of ten they have been spoiled by prema-
ture lessons on the double trail, ridden faultily at that, in which the
hindhand ftalls away ins‘kead of being brougnt under. and carrving
the fdrebhand.

H, It ia better, of cpurse, not to give any lessons on the double
trail than to give faulty ones.

S.: Worst of all it iy with the “schulterherein.” Horses may
well be broken without fthis lesson. That was possible before the
times of its inventors. LA GUERINIEREs and the DUKE OF NEWCASTLE.
At the time, the inventi in was looked upon as the expression of the
highest perfection in the high school, not as a means of instruction.
These’; old masters of thie art of riding would turn over in their
graves if they should sed what is now perpetrated as the « Schulter-
herein.”

H.! Yet it is prescribpd in the riding instructions.

5. Whoever reads that part attentively feels what difficulties the
author encountered to m {ke himself even approximately understood.,
It is kupplemented by an addendum explaining the many errors
commi.ttcd in the ‘“schujterberein’ and attributed to insufficient
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work and too high demands, 7+ iovariably to precipitation in
training.  [tis theretone in the sense of the riding instructions not to
dcmumi too much. and to work the horses sufficiently in elementary
exercises before passing to lessons on the double trail. They should
be deferred until the horse is sutliciently prepared. and it it never
reaches that stage. they had better be omitted altogether.

. Could you make a horse active for campaign riding without
these lessons?

< Yot only can [ do so. but T am compelled to, since. as stated
above. there are horses which van never go those pikes without
injury. The o schulterbierein™ can be dixpensed with altogether.
The - travers” and “renvers’ might be replaced, in cuse ot difficult
conformation, using position and counter position with invreused ap-
plication ot the outer thigh. by a gait resembling the one-xixteenth
travers and renvers mentioned by vou. and which causes the hind.
hand to be brought well under the load. which is the sole object of
all these exercises.  You find the sume idea explained in detail in
the excellent book of PLINZNER.

H. Then vou would prefer todoaway with the » schulterherein?”

S. I should like to see it absolutely forbidden to teach these les-
sous to whole squads. and to have them ridden with distances, just
as in the introduction of the riding instructions it is forbidden to teach
the lessous intended for the third riding class to whole gquads.  On
the other hand, the men of the preferred class, who have to do the
breaking, should learn the lessons on the double trail one after the
other. as their knowled ze increases, provided they fulfill the pre-
liminary requisites, @ e.. light hand. rider feeling, correet aids. We
must insist that the non-execution of difficult lessons does no harm:
that badly ridden lessons are bound to do barm.

H. You spoke above of bending and *breaking off ™ in the
medium trot. You certainly could not practice side puces in the
medium trot.

8. Certainly not. A perfect side pace can only be ridden in the
shorteped trot with high action.

H. But according to vour statements the shortened trot belongs
to the high school.

S. Yes, when perfect; just like the shortened gallop and the side
paces on the double trail, if they are to be ridden faultlessly.

H. Then you want the horses taught the shortened trot on a
straight course by continued work in increasing and decreasing the
gait, before passing on to the side paces.

S. That would be irrational. We never complete one thing en-
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tirely before beginning the next. Al kind of work with the object
of bending the horse must progress simultaneously. The trot - with
shortened gait”™ musr be developed simultaneously with the side
pace, very gradually, however, and never more rapidly than in pro-
portion to the horse’s ¢ pabiliiy and bodily development.

H. LibinkI undetland §¥ou now. When the horse has learned
how to gg the medium trot with position, and has made some progress
in -“breaking off,” and incrcafing and decreasing the gait, then you
shorten the gait somewyhat afd give more position to the forchand
or to the Ihindhand, or 1Io the Nindhand swith counter position. giving
thus an idea of -‘schui terhergin.” - travers™ or -‘renvers,” and at
the 'same time increasi@g‘ and H_iecrensing the shortened medium trot.

8. I ride the side pace oniithc single trail, so to speak —the one-
sixteer th side pace, as LANGEN

calls it.  As bending, capability and
rresses, [ take more position, so that
separates from that of the hindhand,
strive for increased shortening ot the

ol

finally the trgil of the forehan
and; hand injband witHl this,
t.l'Otr ¥y

H. I beljeve therejis danger of being deceived by the horse by
a lagy, shuflgng gait, wihich mpy be*a
faily to bringjthe hindband unfler.

8. When| the rider percefves that the hindhand is not brought
under the bofly, he mu? conc¢

short trot in which the horse

de that he is shortening too much, is
taking too mjuch position, anfl should at once revert to regulating
the knit, i. e,|driving fqrward [ith the thigh and taking less posi-
tion;, for he hhd passed |to the fmore difficuit lesson prematurely. It
is t.lfe prerequisite for any trofj that it be ridden actively, in order
that the hindhand may gradyally be placed under the body, a~ [
told, you before. :

H. Then you would attaip the perfect side 'puce, with the dis-
tance between the two trails ag laid down in the instructions. at the
sam;e time with the perfect, shiprtened trot.

8. Yes, if both are gttaingble at all. If not, I content myselt
with that measure of side pafle and shortening of the gait which
the horse's conformation and development permit. For I make it a
poiu:t, that a perfectly develo and regularly formed riding horse
alone is capable of going 8 perfect side pace and trot with shortened
gait: A ‘ .

H. Then you conté_nt yoanelf with a measure of side pace and
shortening commensursate wit the conformation and development
of the horse. .

8. Yes; and underlcermin circumstances, without any side pace,

1
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and with a mere riding with position. and increasing and decreasing
of the medium trot. For there are horses which can never go side
paces, and yet must and can be rendered active for use in the cav-
alry.  This is expressly stated in the riding instructions. Now, just
as there are horses unfit for side paces on account of their conforma-
tion. so there are horses which can only go them to a limited extent,
and with which the requirements of the instructions must be relaxed.
It is preferable to ride little or no side pace rather than to demund
one from a horse such as it is as vet incapable of going. T again
remind vou that a horse must bein possession of its tull strength it
iti= not it will be injured by the school trot with shortened gait, and
by far the least number of our old remounts are strong cnough tor
this purpose,

H. Then it is your opinion. that but tew of our = old remonnts”
are capable of going the pertect regulation shortened trot and «ide
pace.

N, It one of the sixty-five old remounts of a regiment is capa-
ble of doing it. it is au exceptiop.  Those whose conformation ad-
mits of it at all. have not their tall strength until later,

H. Isitnot.on the other hagd. a doubttul measure to rest satis-
fied with a defective side pace as'a means of instruction?

8. We must distinguish between a poorly ridden side pace and
one not abreast of all the demands of the riding instructions.  The
latter may be ridden perfectly, but does not demand more trom the
horse than it can do. It will always be useful. It is only necessary
that the shortened trot be ridden actively. that while in the position
it is intended to give the horse. the gait be not shortened for the
sake of position or side pace. but be increased and deereased tor the
purpose of bringing up the hindband.

H. There are many men who refer to the side paces in general
by saving that they let the horse -step over.” But BaLLy says,
that his father. the celebrated ‘equerry, ever declared any crossing
of the horses legs a fuult.

S, If the side pace, travers, renvers and schulterherein are to be
ridden stri\ctly aceording to the rules of the high school. and with
perfection, then the borse’s legs must cross. must step over. But
the stepping over is not the object: it is a test of the degree of train-
ing. The main thing is the stepping under of the hind legs, the
bending of the hindhand. The difference between the partial lesson
well ridden, and the whole lesson badly ridden, is this, that the
former, whether you ride with second position or with <onc-sixteenths
pace.” or with a trifle more distance between the two trails, has
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never any other purpose than fhe bringing under ot the hindhand.

I column, the neck and the ]mstur‘c
high. The latter rests content with
r, in which the horse stiffens itself,
s away its hindquarter and hurts
itself' with its hoofs. An§ sudh side pace is wrong. whether due to
the fhct that the aids were fagity or that more wus required of the
horse. than guitable to its!degrfle of training or strength. Again |
revert to my principal axrom: “Rather no silde puce at all. than one
badly:-ridden.” )

H. But there certainly a
horses must learn, as closmv u
bindhand, etc.

S. In what I just said, I hpd reference to the higher lessons,
which are used in training as gy mpastics, such as renvers, travers,
schulterberein, trot and gallop, with shortened gait.  The move.
ments mentioned by you, we have for their own sake, for we need
them :in the drill in ranks. ny horse fit for use must learn and
know:them. Dressing backwafds, it is true, serves for purposes of
gymnastics as well as training, gnd should be used very discreétly.

H. I would like best to askvou to detail to me the whole course
of remount training on the bang of the riding instructions.

S.: What for? I could onlyiray :Yesand Amen” to everything
in these instructions, and perhbgps point out that it is necessary to
comprehend their meaning to adiipt oneself to every individual horse,
and to advance in conformity with its capability and bodily develop-
ment,| and eschew adhering to|/the letter and stencil work drill.
One [imnt I will mention specially, leaving out of consideration the
exercises which, the horse once thoroughl) worked over, are neces-
sary ﬂ?r cavalry, as for mst:ance the use of arms, riding in the terrain,
taking of obstacles, swimming, ete.; the essence of the whole riding
coursq is the endeavor to produce a correct regulation long gallop.

the bending of the entire spin
of the horse around the inner
a senpeless, sideward staggeri
does :not become obcdlenrt sli

some things which all campaign
, dressing backward. turning on the

and the developinent of full speed. -
H. ROSENBERG, in his “Chance Ideas,” rejects full speed in the
charge altogether. ' i

S. : You shall see in a momem how little RosENBERG's and my
ideas dlﬂer. When the harse is; ﬁrm in the medium gallop, is up to
the bit, and can increase und dedirease the medium gallop according
to therider’s will, the long gall p of 500 paces per minute should
be diligently practiced, so that the horses can keep it up for some

time, g6d feel at bome in| it, without losing their wind.
H ! Not, I suppose, while cosifined to the covered hall?
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S Certainly not. The many corners wonld make muany horses
lame. It is to be practiced on extensive rviding grounds with

rounded off turns: individually at tirst. then two. three, four abreast,
with intervals: also with distances to break any tendeney to flurry,
and. it they be well in hand. to instilba vnitorm drill pace. [tshould
ever be kept in mind that more ground muost be gained in the gallop
than in the trot: for it the trot is suthceient, it is unnecessary to
gallop.  Whoever, at a gallop. does not expericnce a sense of safety
and delight on his horse’s back. needs force to retain his seat and
control ot the horse. will never experience steeess and delight in
riding, and had better give up the idea of preparing a borse for the
military service. It is only in the lone aallop. with light touch of
rein. that the attentive rider becomes aware of the influence of the
seat npon the horse. its endurance. speel. confidence and case. In
the charge. in the shock. at tull speed. the tactical action ot cavalry
culminates.  Full speed must theretore be developed swith much care
and industry. The more practice man and horse have in the run,
the more yvou can count on a well closed charge against the enemy.
The closed attack is difficult to ride. especially outside of the smooth,
level deill ground, and only when every rider has control of his
horse.  However much horses like to run. they do not like it in
closed ranks. because of the absence of freedom of motion. It is only
the power conterred on the rider by the training that prevails on the
horse to do it.  Full speed develops itselt’ ‘trom the vallop. Whoever
knows how to gullop. how to increase and diminish the gallop, can
also ride full speed: whoever does not know how to |l|nn whoever,
as stated, is not a thoroughly {nstructed horseman. cannot ride full
speed, for he cannot control his horse in the charge. Yet full speed
frequently receives in the squadron the same stepmotherly treatment
as the long gallop.  The reason is. that neither horse nor vider are
sufficiently trained for it the former as regards independent seat, the
latter because accustomed to the long pace.  Neither will. therefore,
have confidence in his own power. Jun the excitement over the
unusual, the horses hurry. the cramped seat impedes the torward
movement: some horses run away. others creep behind the bit and
refuse to run.  On the other hand. horses that have been made
obedient. can go full speed.

H. In hearing you, one might believe himself to be listening to
the doctrines of the steeple chaser.

S, Both kinds of riding. it ix true, culminate in the long gallop
and full speed. In the chase, the latter in the “finish:” with the
soldier, it is the shock. The great difference is this, that the steeple
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chuser leaves entire freedom tm is horse’s hind quarter, while hold-
ing weck and head low, guided it with both hands and good touch,
careftil to so sélect his way that ithe gallop step is not interfered with,
When it comes to the finish, cvelly thing depends on getting the horse

. to dewvelop its fullest speed. W hether when and how the horse is to

be checked after passing the finish post, is a matter of indifference.
The military mount iy to be guided by one hand. and should be
capable, at any moment) of being turned short or checked avith hind
legs well under. It must, besides, be accustomed to carry itself]

look put for itself under a light rein; in the dense column, in llm'
in dukt and smoke, it cannot selpct its way, nor can the rider select

. its why for it; in the ovolutions| the latter's attention is too much

engaged with other things; thejhorse must therefore be accustomed
to jump suddenly high hnd md without onset, and yet retain its
balance. Last, but not‘tleast inithe charge the speed must be regu-
late 1 by tbat of the slower horsés, if the charge is to be as closed as
reqmred by regulations] The ldpg gallop and full speed muxt there-
fore, in military riding, be rlddél with more reservation. 1 believe
I explained that to you lonce befpre.

H. Don't you think that this reserved tull speed is the one de-
manded by RosENBERG who rejects full speed and demands the
huntmg gallop for the charge? ~

S." I cannot dispense entirely with the full speed, the shock in
the charge, if for no other reason than that of the moral effect on
both sides, I remind you of ZorNDORF. In the charge against in-
fantry and artillery, full speed /is not absolutely necessary; it is
against cavalry. I prefer to kedp up the trot long, gallop for but a
short idistance, if possible, to get well under way, and command
« Mareh! March! ” just before the collision. If you simply increase
the Iohg gallop, you p,Q'c’uce lagity, which leads to the breaking of
the front, and, in the mdst faverable case, to a doubtful band-to-
hand fight, which costs lives umnecessarily. I agree with Rosex-
BERG in 80 far as he rejects the ghort, jerky full speed, as it was for-
merly ridden and exhibited. Byt the full speed which we need for
the shock, tor breaking the opplosing front, we cannot do without,
and he wants.it too. He slmpl calls the child by another name,
and calls it full run. The reas on why we see outside of the drill
ground so many charges wh:chg are not closed, is that in the in-
dividunl training of mag aod horse the ultimate object, warlike
efficieicy, the long gallop and fill speed, were not kept in view.

H. I jondge from all this that you are strongly opposed to the
short gallop :
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N On the contrary.  The short gallop, . e the gallop with
shortenced gait is a good means of instruction to make the horse
supple and flexible.  Itis a school pace like the shortened trot and
all lessons on the double trail.  These lessons shonld theretore be
taken in band only with bhorses of full strength and obedience. It
should be ridden with much bending of the haunch and little
ground should be guined: the mote the hindhand squats and the
higher the torehand gallops. the better. For campaign riding it is
absolutely useless. It nothing were known ot Prince FREDERICK
CHARLEs than that he prohibited the parade mareh in the shortened
gallop, I should judge trom that fact alone that he grasped the trae
rider spirit.  As means toan end. however, the short school gallop is
very good. It should therctore be tanght by the best riders only,
and practiced by them in individual riding. It sbould not he
required by squads and by command. for cven among the best
riders of a squadron there are some who, led astray by their care tor
observing distance, resort to force or tuil to notice when the horse
gets behind the bit. It is ditficult to ride it well and beneficially.
Faualtily ridden. it is harmful as any faulty lesson: henee it had
better be omitted altogether. The gallop with shortened gait is not
to be mistaken for the shortening of the gait at the mediam gallop.
Any rider of the squadron ought to be able to do that.

H.  Bat you would require of the afticers the gallop with short.
ened gait?

S. T fail to see why all the officers should not learn the en-
tire high school for their own enjoyment. and 1 should he delighted
it they all could. The same way I extend my patronage and teel
gratified whenever they take purt in races, especially in the chase.
When they are uble to do these things pertectly, they will perceive in
what these branches of the art of riding differ from campaign riding,
and how and in what particular the three branches must be kept
separate.

H. It is getting late. and I have already plied you too much
with questions.  Permit me jusgope more.  How many riders in a
squadron do you meun to uxe for howse breaking?

S, Not a single man more than those in possession of the neces.
sary qualification, as [ stated before.

H. The four-year volunteers ought to present a good contin-
gent. because they enter the cavalry from love to the horse. and in
many cases bave learned riding before entering the service.

S. Their number varies a good deal in the different regiments,
and averages annually about fifty. or ten per squadron, in some regi-
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BY IJECTENANT JOHN T, HAINES, Firti Cavarry, Ul S0 Auwy

N the Army and Navy Jovrual of Febraary 230, under the hewling
- Ordnance Notes,” appears the following:

- Lieutenant H. . Lyox, Seventeenth Infantry. is contributing
to the Army Herald. Columbus Barracks. a series of articles on the
new army magazine rifle, and in the latest number gives six prin-
cipal faults. with perbaps more to follow.  These are: 1. The twist
should be trom right to left, so as to avoid the blow on the cheek,
given by the stock in firing. and to make the drift of the bullet
toward the left. ~o ax to counteriact the natural » pall™ of the trigger
to the right.  The Lebel rifle, of France, and most gporting ritles
have their twist from right to lett. 2. The rear sight is too tar trom
the eve, is not properly graduated for the wun. and has no wind.
wauge. 3. The magazine must be charged singly by dropping indi-
vidual cartridges into it. entailing loss of time. 4. There 15 no
apparent reason for cach man careying a ramrod. as the gun cleans
itselt unless he can utilize it with his shelter tent. Each non-com-
missioned officer, however, should carry one.and it should slide into
plice easily and quickly, like the old Springficld. instead of beinge
screwed in. 3. The cat-off lug should be bright steel or nivkel
plated. so as to be more readily observed by squad nnd company
commanders. 6. There is danger in having cavtridges = jam 7 iu the
chamber, especially if a soldier confused the two tunetions ot the
gun as a magazine and a single-loader.”

A few of these criticisms exhibit such impertect knowledge of
the new rifle on the part of the writer that I am led to attempt to
correct any erroneous ideas he may have given members of the
Cavalry Association and the readers of its JoURNAL.

Considering these objections in their order:

First. ¢ The twist should be trom right to left. to avoid the blow
on the cheek given by the stock in firing,” etc.



b i

the recoi| of the piece, and that there is no twist of the stock to the
left due fo that of the bullet to the right.
The gecoil of the new rifle fis less than one-halt that of the

Springfiegd. L

As to| the statement that a twist of the vifling to the lett would
counteragt the natural “ pull” of'the trigger to the right, it is claimed
that the gifle sufficiently provides for this very thing., The sighting
notch on|the cross-arm of the tedf is one-hundredth of an inch to
the left the axis of the barvel,so as to corrvect for drift at 300
yards; wlfile that oo the slide is two-hundredths of an inch to the
left. correfting for drift at 1.000 ya' dst consequently tor all distances
under: 509 rvards the piecea will shoot to the lett: from 300 to Gon

yards/slightly tg the right: from ¢00 to 1,000, to the left acain, anld
beyond a phousand to the right.  Now. if from his experience at the
last army competition. where it s presumed  Licatenant Lyos

becamp- adquainted with the newjjgun, it was found to shoot to the
right, fiix  nutural pull ™ must hu\'cl reen considerable, except hetween
500 and Gpo yards. ! .

This «hatural pull” should not|be allowed for in a military arm.
It will vafy with the man. Somlk will pull directly 1o the rear,
others: to fthe right, and «“shooterd” say that there are others ~till
who “ pullloff” to the left. Thereforg, the only way to have unitormity
or to itterfipt to do so, is to teach ajman to pull directly to the rear.
In spoiting rifies, perhaps tite conditions are different. The bunting
sights__farc usually simple, without ‘wind-gauge, and as the ordinary
buntsman [ix not taught how to pull a trigger. he probably will pull
more dr leps to the right, and the ldft-hand twist (with no drift cor-
rection) will somewhat counteragk this—ull thix supposing the
sportsmanjto be right-handed. !

Nearlylall modern military riﬂ; have a twist to the right. The
reason: for|this is bard to discover. | In an old book written in 1859,
I havegfoupld a reason for the left tg right twist given by a commix.
sion appoipted to investigate the sybject of chambering. rifling. etc.
It is, “tha} a twist from left to right is selected to counteract the
naturajl tepdency of a soldier to inrline his sights to the left.” In
opposition|to this, the author thinks the twist should be the other
way, a8 the force of recoil or flinchiphg from the recoil tends to bring
the muzzld to the right, andithe t ist should be to the left so as to
counteranct|this. None of this‘wou) apply now with the slight re-
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coil ot modern rifles.  In tact, the subject of the direction of the
twist appeuars to be ot little importance.

Second. - The rear sight is too tar from the eve.is not properly
graduated. and has no wind gauge”

For ranges under 600 vards, the sight noteh of the new arm s
about two and one-half inches turther trom the butt-plute than that
of the Buttington sight: from Gov yardsup. it is only about a4 quarter
of an inch beyond the noteh of the latter sight.

The position of the sighting noteh tor the short ranges could be
brought nearer the eve in three ways: 1. By using the slide notch
for all ranges. and doing away with the steps. 2. By moving back
the sight base an inch or more. 3. By putting a sighting noteh on
the top of the slide. where the leat is flat, as in the old buck-horn
sight.

It the first of these methods could be adopted with the present
slide, the vertical distances, corresponding to a clm;l;_rc ot 100 vards
in the shorter ranges. would be about one-twentieth of an inch. and
the slide could not be readily adjusted.  With the steps. it you come
anywhere within half an inch of the distance, your sight will have
the proper elevation.  Itis recommended by some battle sight ¢x-
tremists T that a fixed sight, correct for, say 350 vards, be used for
all distances under five hundred yards. and that then the leat’
~shoulid bhe raised and used. )

In regard to the second of these methods, the moving back of
the sight base. I would not do it.  The picce has to ha carried and
bandled as well as aimed.  In action it would be carried naturally
at the = balance.” i e.. where the rear rivets of the hand.guard are
<ituated. and this can not be done if the sight is moved back. The
base of the rear sight gets so hot after twenty-five to thirty shots
fired rapidiy. that it will burn the bare hand, and as there is just
room enoucgh now tor the hand between the rear of the base ot the
sight and the forward end of the magazine gate, the very slight gain
in accuracy atshort ranges, would not compensate for the awkward-
ness and strain on the wrist occasioned by carrying the piece with
the hand above the sight. There would be more danger. too, of
burning the hand on the forward end of the sight base. holding it
in this.way, as the sight would be directly under the hand.

The third method suggested. viz: That of putting the notch on
the top of the slide, as in the old buckhorn. is, I think, the best way
of meetiug Lieutenant Lyox's objection. in case it is acknowledyged
that a defect exists,
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The graduations of the rear ’ ight were not at first accurate, but
the errol was corrected by raising the front sight two-huundredths ot
an inch. | The Inspector of Rifle Hractice, Department of the Missouri.
in reporging on the new rifle after the last army competition, states
that the|sight was much more |accurately graduated in elevation
than theg Buffington sight. There is still room for improvement,
however|and it is believed that #
uations on the sight will be corre
Therq should be no wind-gu)
neither gomplicate the sight n
times. would be hard to im

hen the carbine is issued the wrad-
ct. .

hge until one is devised that will
interfere with its usetulness at «//
ove upon the Buffington sight as a
target sight, or to invent a worge one for field service of cavalry.
The:small field of view, the liability of the sight to be bent back or
disabled by a blow trom the ffont, the rusting or sticking of the
wind-gauge and slide-binding screws, the loosening of the slide-recoil
stud, the|time necessary to ad_ius‘ the sight, are its principal detects,
Its advantage is great accuracy when you estimate the proper amount
of windage, and have plenty ofltime in which to adjust your sight
and find the object fired at, provi ed, of course, that you can adjust
it, and that it has not jumped uf or down since the last shot.

For field service, the new sighf on the rifle will be a vast improve-
ment on the old. It is a simplg, stout, broad, open sight; it does
not iump up or down during. ﬁing, and can be readily adjusted,
For the carbine the principal objection to the sight is that the slide
projéits so far’ to the right as b make it liable to catch when the
carbine is thrust into the boot. |

Third. «The magazine mus

Norway and Denmark, whiclj use the Krag-Jorgensen system,
both have a charger or clip, holdjng five cartridges, for the purpose
of recharging the magazine. W4 have models, but for some reason
none has yet been adopted in pur service. With one of these
chargers, the magazine can be rpfilled in less than three seconds.
This time includes that of opening the magazine gate, taking charger
from the pocket, loading and clog{ng the gate again.

t reason for each man carrying a

be charged singly.”

Fourth. +There is no appare
ramrod, as the gun cleans itself.”
!

Greater care than formerly njust be taken in cleaning the gun
after firing. The action of the ghs during firing, and the residue
of thg{smokeless powder after fi ng is such that the gun must not
be allowed to stand for any length of tine without cleaning. Rust

forms if left even for a few hours.|| The barrel should be thoroughly
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cleaned with a rag saturated with soda water. dried antl thoroughly
greased with cosmoline.  Although it is trae that the gun does clean
itselt, this wayv of cleaning is not to be recommended to the service.
as accumulated rast in the bore would have a tendency to swell the
barrel. it not to burst the gun. | have fired one ot the new rifles a
thousand times in three davs without cleaning the bore or mechanism
in any way, but this was done for the purpose of testing the capacity
of lh; arm.  There was a marked falling off in the initial velocity
of the projectile when the weapon was tired for the first time after
being lett over night withont cleaning: a ramrod, then, ix a necessary
article.

As to the manner of attaching the ramrod to the stoek, a close
examination of the method of putting on the kaife-bayonet might
indicate the reason for not having the ramrod beld in place as it was
in the old Springtield.  In nearly all modern rifles the ramrod is
serewed in.

Firth. +The cut-off thumb-piece should be of bright steel or
nickel plated,” ete,

This suggestion is a good one. and bas alrewdy been suggested to
those havin}_.r in charge the manufacture ot the new arms.

Scrth.  +There is danger in having cartridges ‘jam’ in the
chamber, especially if a soldier confuse the two functions of the
cun as a magazine and single-loader.”

Any arm invented will jam it you try to introduce two cartridges
into the same place at the same time.  Human invention cannot very
well overcome this jamming. but it is not the double-loading that is
especially to be looked out for.  The jamming that can be avoided is
that wﬁih oceurs after forcing a cartridge partly into the chamber
=0 that the extractor does not seize it, then drawing back vour bolt
and forcing another in.  In the latest model of our gun (the Nor-
wegian 6.5 mm.) this danger has been overcome by cutting away
the head of the bolt on one side. and extending the extractor-hook
so fur to the left. that as soon as the cartridge leaves the magazine
its head is grasped by the extractor. and if then you withdraw the
bolt. preparatory to pushing up another cartridge. you will draw
back the first cartridge which will be thrown out by the ¢jector be-
fore the second one can be reached by the head of the bolt. Thix
change could readily be made in our gun.

Having considered the criticisms of Lieutenant LiyoN, I wish
now to offer some suggestions myself. They are made with a view
of attempting to improve the gun. and not with the idea of criticis-
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ing merely because it seems to
which has had a hard time at th
its issue. 1 have examined care
the Small Arms Board, and
any of these for our service. here are. however. several smull
changes that could readily be njpde. and which would improve the
arm considerably.  These minoy| defects, discovered while arming
the infaptry. could not well be ¢orrected then. owing to detay that
would have ensued, and confusiop of models, but as the ¢ -avalry has
not been armed at all, and will 1fbt be until after May. a few, it not
all of these defects, could be easify corrected before that time.

The follm'ving are some chun
prove the new arms:

the fashion to abuse the new rifle,
hands of the ‘kickers™ ever since
lly the leading arms submitted to
nsider the new rifle superior to

s that, in my opinion, would im-

>
3

Fir%t Reduce the W, ir/llt The first thing oue notices ou com-
parmg the rifle with other foreigh arms is that it is much heavier,
The weight of our rifie is 9.4 postnds without the bavonet: that ot

the carbine 7.63 pounds; that o

the best foreign rifles about .4
pounds, and that of the Berthier

French) carbine 6.6 pounids,

Now, although it is not thou
system can be reduced in weigh
that b) gauging out and (uttml off useless metal and wood. the
weight of cach of the arms can pe reduced halt a pound. In i,hc
new Krag-Jorgensen rifle of Noryay, eal. 6.3 mm.. useless metal hias
been removed, and the stock bored and gauged out in certain places,
until it only weighs 8.7 pounds OT under.

ht that a rifle of onr caliber and
to that extent, still it ix helieved

Second.  Change the bolt-head dhd extractor so as to prevent dowhls
{nading. as in the new Norwegian [run.

Third. Reverse the action of the cut.off so that when the thumb.-
piece is down the weapon can belsed as a single-loader. and when

up, 88 p magazine arm. Make tha|thumb-piece more noticeable by
leaving it bright. :

Foyrth. (a) It any Lorrcetmn‘ for drift is to be made. the sight
should’have this correction at 60 yards, and again at 1,000 and
2,000 yardc With this correctmn, eliminating other influcnces. one
would ahoot to the left of the tar«rdf at all ranges under 1.00D yards,
except.ut 600, and would not crossito the right between 500 and 600
yards, las with the present corredtion. This method seems better
than hnvmg no drift correction at all, as it reduces the drift to a
very small amount in all cases. Beyond 1,000 yards, a soldier will
have more time to think- about the probable error. than at the
shorter ranges. '
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(hy The cross-bar of the leaf should be raised shghtly, and o
noteh made in it for tiving at 2,000 yards,  As itis you do not et
tull benefit of the length of your <ight, as theve is no notch on top,
and besides when the slide is at the 1900 yards elevation, you van
not sight through it.  The 700 vard noteh should also be made of
~ome bllN.'. At 1);‘0501\\ both the notehes tor 700 and for 1000 yards
are mere decorations.

Firth.  The outside and inside edges ot the barrel at the muzzle
should be rounded off. At present they are sharp. and any blow
with a hard instrament is likely to turn the edges.  If this should
happen to the inside edge, the barrel would probably swell at the
muzzle on firing: if to the ontside edge. the bayonet eould not be
readily put oti.  The edges of the Springticld and all modern vifles
are rounded in this way.

~Nirth, The band-guard should be extended to the rear over the
forward end ot the receiver, and its rivets countersunk. or done awuy
with, The hand-guard sent out on the new rifle is almost useless.
In firing, the rivets holding the xprings and the forward cnd of the
receiver soon get hot enough to hgnu and so should be kept away
from the hand. In the Mannlicher ( Roumania y. these rivets are done
away with, and the springs fastened to the gw ird by means ot xmalil
serews.  The guard extends back over the forward end of the re-
ceiver also, and taken as a whole. it is the hest type of hand-guard
[ have seen.

Nerenth. In the carbine. the ramrod should not preject beyond
the stock. but should either be cut off and arranged as in the Ber-
thier carbine. o as not to project at all, or it should be jointed and
carvied in the butt.  As it is, the projecting end is sure to interfere
with putting the carbine into the boot. o

Eiqhth. In the carbine. that part of the sight-slide projecting
to the right should be protected in some Way or changed. and an-
other slide adopted.

Ninth. The cocking-piece should be altered slightly so ax to
allow the safetv-lock to be turned to the right when the picce is not
cocked, This would lock the bolt and prevent its turning and be-
coming loose while handling the piece or while carrying the carbine
in the boot. To-lock the bolt as the piece is at preseat, the piece
has to be cocked first, and consequently the main spring is kept
compressed *as long as the bolt is locked, and thix, in L‘he case of. a
cavalry command marching day after day, would not improve the
condition of the spring. The Mauser rifle allows the safety-lock to
be used at both times, as suggested,
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e question of caliber and the ballistic properties of the ritle
h{l\{e intentionally been omitted from these remarks and suggestions,

Jhe recoil of the new carbine will be about a pound and a balf
morg than that of the new rifle, owing to the fact that the same am-
munigion is used and the weight reduced nearly two pounds. It
will, however, still be about one-half what the recoil was in the old
carbipe. I refer to the theoretical recoil.

For the information of some, who apparently are not aware of
the!mct, the new rifle is known officially as - The U. S. Magazine
Riﬂg, Model 1892, and not as the « Krag-Jorgensen.” )

. ST’I.\‘GHED ARMORY, Mass., March 1, 1895, Y LT I ALLER Tresp v S A

" € .

A HUNDRED VERSTS (663 MILES)Y RACE.

N February 15,1804, there occurred in the vicinity of Moscow. an
officers’ ride of 10U versts. which was undertaken with the avowed
\ intention of affording a test of speed. This ride. which attracted

the attention of all interested in military sport. was organized by
private subscription between the officers taking part.  As notice
concerning it had been sent out only a week in advance, and ax
many ot the horses had not been trained. there were only nine par-
. . ' ticipants.  Of these nine. one came trom the Horse Guards, three
B ; ' from the Guard Ataman regiment. one trom the Guard Lancers and
! tour trom the Guard Hussars.

: The conditions governing the contest required the start and
* finish to be at the Moscow wgate. the route lying through certain
specified villages and including two hills. English or cavalry sad-
dles were to be used, the riders being at liberty to ¢hoose their own
gaits, to halt and to dismount as they saw fit. Judges were uppointed
tor the purpose of observing the race and the relative order of the
;. contestants.  To avoid interfereuce and unnecessary worry to the
R horses., it was arranged that the riders should start in paivs at fifteen
minute intervals, the first pair starting at 7:30 a.w.

The weuther contributed 1o the sueeess of the race. the tempera-
ture being 23° F.in the morning and growing sufficiently warm to
o . melt the snow somewhat by 3 p.y.: there was little wind. The day
' : was clear and bright and the roads good.  The straightness of the
road permitted the riders to be seen by the judges a long distance
off. and while the roads were. on the whole, excellent and casy on
‘ . the horses’ feet, it was observed that in places the snow somefhat

: | impeded rapid progress. {
To witness the avrival. the judges assembled ut the gate at 3{p. M.

? Among them were Major-General PRINCE WASSILEMIKOY, comnland-
' ing the Guard Hussars, and Major-General GrEKoV. commanding
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the Gimrd Ataman regiment, and also a number of officers of the
Guard Cavalry. g

“Georgetta,” a gray mare from the Yanov government breeding

farms, half-blood, eight years ?Id, arrived first and quite fresh,
having made the distauce in sevgn hours seventeen minutes and ten
seconds. The next to come was +Grad,” a light bay Anglo-Arabian
stallion, eight years old, from the Strelitz government studs, he
arriving at a remarkably brisk éunter in seven hours and nineteen
minutes. The third to arrive epvered the distance in seven hours
-and fifty minutes. The slowest, § dun gelding, nine years old, made
the distance in nine hours and nifeteen minutes.  One of the horses,
a thoroughbred, gave out at the sixtieth mile, and had to be led.

Besides the interest of the owners in trying their horses on u
long distance ride, this race affards a general interest in the com-
parison of the breed and the training of the animals. Freshest of
all, us was ascertained at the finish, when a 1.200 yard dash was
made at full speed, were the Anglo-Arabian stallion « Grad,” and the
half-blood mare * Georgetta.” An English halt-blood and an Arabian
thoroughbred also arrived fresh., The above borses had been well
trained for the work, and had bepn fed twenty quarts of oats duily
previous Lo the race. Two days before the race “Grad ™ bad made
forty-six and one-half miles in six hours; he had also been ridden a
little the evening just before the frial. The tired thoroughbred was
but little trained, although exercised every day, was of a capricious
and stubborn disposition, and cogld never cat more than tourteen
quarts of oats per day. He received only eleven and one-halt quarts
daily before the race. Moreovci , in consequence of the narrow-
pess of his hoots, much suow ¢ lung to them, and impeded bhis
progress. Last came the “Don'l horse, which had scarcely beon
ridden at all before the race, and which never ate even eleven quarts
of oats per day. The other hordes made a normal speed of about
eight miles per hour, due to excedp of fut and irregular riding.

The leading horses traveled that the first eight miles were
made in forty-five minutes at a trpt and walk, as follows: Two and
two-thirds miles at a fast irot, then 1,200 yards at a walk, then three
and one-third miles at a trot, 600 yards at a walk, and a mile at a
fast trot.” In ascending the hill the rider dismounted and led. The
next eleven and one-half miles w
observing the same order of gait
miles at a slow trot, two and oue-
and one-third miles at a trot.

e made in an hour and a quarter,
; then followed six and one-balf
If miles at a field gallop, and one
e road here was very bad; there
considerable snow on the sides.

]
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When the ride was abont halt completed a littde hay was fed—
~Georgetta” resting about ten minutes for this purpose. = Grad”
five. and the others two.  The next six miles were traveled at a field
gallop. and all the horses were given a drink ot water. The 'l(t)l‘iL‘i
now grew visibly tired, = Georgetta™ having to be arged very often:
“Grad” went easily at a trot.although often breaking into a gallop.
At the sixtieth mile one of the horses stopped, and. in spite of vig-
orous urgings. refused to go on. s Georgetta” o soon tell bebind and
sGrad” “went on alone at a very slow trot and a hand wliop. The
last 1.200 vards were made at full speed. - Georgetta ™ in the lead.

Strictly speaking, such results might have been expected.  OF
the three horses mentioned, two were well trained. the third badly
trained and badly fed. all of them being of good blood —two English
and one Arab. The most energy was shown by the Avab, ~ Grad”
which required no urging, while the others had to be urged. and
even whipped.  The = Don™ gelding was also interesting. He went
on comparatively siowly —slower than any other with loose rein—
moving his feet most phlegmatically.  Instead of going at full speed
at the finish, he scarcely answered the call of his rider,  In weneral.
his want of blood was shown by the apathy of his movements: his
want of training. by his slowness and great fatigue.

This competition is the first experiment here of a lang distance
race for speed.  Every cavalryman, and even non-cavalvyman. knew
that a borse could make 100 versts in a day, bat experience was
necessary to know the namber of hours required and the gaits to
be adopted, with a view to preserving the strength of’ the horses,
Althongh the experiment was dangerous for the horses taking part,
considerable love of sport and emulation were shown in this trial.
The minimum tinme required was seven and one-fourth hours, and it
may be considered almost impossible to cover the distance in less time
without wearing out the horse, a thing unworthy of a cavalryman.

It is unfortunate that this race was not more caretully organized.
It ought to have been arranged earlier. in order that those taking
part might have had time to prepare their horses for it, and
judges ought to have been posted, if possible. at every cross-road.
During this race two competitors lost their way, one of them making
six and one-half ‘miles more. and the other less than the one hundred
versts. so that bath lost all claims upon prizes.  Finally, the horses
and riders ought to have been weighed before and after the race, and
a weight allowanue ought perhaps to have been adopted. Under
these conditions such a race would have awakened a much greater
interest.

—
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The manner of carvying the arms and equipments in the Germaun
cavalry has been much discussed and not intrequently criticised.
The illustration shows the packed saddle with the carbine strapped

across from cantle to pommel in a way to wedge the leg of the rider

under it, ar heretotore required.

The following inatructions from the Em

The . peror changing the regu-
lations, have recently been published: : ’

" . C
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[ Copy.] FRANSLATION,
Woan Mixeseiry, Boenas, January 1701805,
I Hereny Orpkr —

1. The cavaley carbine will b carried snspended from the saddle, per-
pendicalar to the ground, behind the richt thivh of the trooper, und the sword
suspeded from the sadidle hiehind the left thizh,

2. The lower ring on the sword scabhard and the corresponding strap on
the belt will be dispensed with, b no lonwer regulation .

2o For the better arrmnzement of the trooper’s elothing on the horse,
canvas pockets to be adjusted to the lower side of the saddle-baes will be
wdopted.

4. The alterations and new cqmipments will he gecording to the pattern
submitted to me, and to the available means, The Ware Ministry will take the
Nevessary steps to carry this into effeet.

New Puiace, January 10, 895, WILLIAM.

BRONSART VON SCHELLENDORFFE.
To the War Ministry.

The dast annual report of the commandant of the U S Cavalry
and Light Artillery School has ju~t made its appearance. Tt is pre-
pared by General Jasmes W. Forsyru, who recently relinquished
command of the schiool upon his promotion.  This school is of such
vital interest to the cavalry arm that it is deemed advisable to
present extracts from this report.  The experience at Fort Riley is
in no wise exceptional as regards the ditficulties encountered in es-
tablishing a service school in the United States. The histories of
the Military Academy at West Point. the Naval Academy at An-
napolis, the Artiflery School at Fortress Monroe, the Infantry and
Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth, anil the Naval War College,
are all replete with disheartening difficulties arising principally
trom indifference and want of appreciation on the part of those in
anthority. who have the power to vitalize the efforts of the com.
mandants of these various institutions.  The growth of these estab-
lishments has been slow. gradual. and in opposition to innumerable
ohstacles,  Evervthing connected with their advancement has heen
torced along lines involving compromise and expediency at every
step.  There is nothing akin to the wondertul establishment of the
Chicago University or the Leland Standtord University off Califor.
nia.  Men of wealth and owners of fioe libraries do not remember
these struggeling institutions in their bequests of money or hooks.
The generous will of the late General Crrrey provided the first gift
of importance to West Point at a comparatively recent date. The
lack of funds in schools of applivation is more seriously felt than in
ordinary academics. for experimental and practical outdoor work
require expenditures for material far in excess of the needs of
schoolx conducted principaliy on the line of theory.

The conditions surrounding the army in the United States have
been gradually but completely changing for many vears past. While
courage and aptitude for the profession ot arms will, in the future as
in the past. exercise a marked influence upon the fate of any people.
modern science demands that those who connect themselves with the
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military or naval service of any great nation shall acquire a familiar.
ity With a maultitude of inventions and improvements beyond the
wild¢st dreams of the squirrel rifle age in America. It is impossible
in these modern days for any one individual to perfect himselt in
many branches of even a siugle profession. It is then to the com-
mangdant and staff of the various schools to whom the government
muat look for schemes of instruction fitted to the needs of the
country. Experience from day to day is a better guide to perfection
than any other method in the cases of post-graduate schools, because
the students are, as a rule, men of education and ability, and inter-
ested in everything connected with the elevation and advancement
of their own arms, as well as the service in general. It is a matter
for regret, therefore, that all recommendations cannot be passed upon
promptly, and habitually with approval. and a supply of funds
usually necessary to giye vitality to most proposed improvements,

i ! EXTRACTS.

“The schemes of instruction and detailed orders for the government of all
cavalry instruction and of combined exercises were printed in extenso in last
year’s report. The work done this year was so similar in all respects to that
of 1a8t season, it is not considered necessary or desirable to republish those
schemes or orders, but as the character of thie benefit derivable from field ex-
ercises is quite clearly indicated by the comments upon combined maneuvers,
publikhed to the school this year, they are here reprinted in appendix *C.

“The plan it was intended to pursue with reference to these comments was
to gerqnt and distribute them to the commund. Once a week all officers were
to be‘assembled, and after the reading of orders, reports and comments upon
each exercise, discussion of the same was to be had.

“T cannont close this report, however, without inviting attention to what I

lieve to be a most important suxiliary to success in deriving a maximum
efit from tield exercises, namely, their thorough and proper discussion
atter execution.
REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS,
i

‘Except a3 a record of experience for the information of successors, the
making of recommendations in printed reports seems of little utility. Pur-
suant to the provisions of the order establishing the school, I last yvear thus
set forth its wants, but 80 far as I am informed, no results were consequent
therelnpon, nor have I yet learned whether the recommendations made and
the system of instruction outlined therein met with the approval of my supe-
riorsior the reverse. :

. “Recommendations frequently and repeatedly made have seemed to exer-
cise no influence, and serious impediments to the success of the school have
contipued to exist and to repeat themselvea. The most serious of all ix the
contiftuous lack of sufficient officers for efficient instruction, and the apparently
upne&:eoary detached service of officera and organizations. On several occi-
sions|the number of officers available for iluty with troops was so small that
offi ’ patrols were necessarily sent out Under non-commissioned officers.

“Twice within twelve months the sajne{squadron was sent on detached ser-
vice in the midst of the school season, thepeby greatly decreasing any benefit
which might possibly have been derived from a complete and systematic
course of instruction. H :

“This circumstance would not be ntioned here were it not for the fact
that in both instances there was, at a ngighboring post, a squadron of cavalry
which was apparently available for this etache(fduty, and not engaged in
any special course of instruction.

“Bince the school existed, troops cémposing it have never joined at the
season of the year which has been recommended by the commandant and
- \ i
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approved by the War Department. but have been ondered there at all seasons,
irrespective of the offect upon their instruction. The tirst squadron to join after
the school was established., after having been sent on detached service twice
within one vear, was relieved long before it legitimate tour of duty had
expired. )

*In other words, the interests of the school appear to be assigned a position
subordinate to most other considerations incident to the service.

“such conditions are not caleulated to encourage those charged with the
welfare of a vouny institution struggling for recognition commensurate with
itsimportance to the service. and it is nseless to vxsuec-t any satisfactory amount
of success as lung as this policy is maintained in the treatment of its atfairs.

“ 1t will ordinarily be impossible to tind four troops of one regiment so
situated as to make it both desirable and convenient to order them to the
xchoal, and it will doubtless never he convenient for any reginwent to furnish
twelve officers for duty with four of its troops.

*“The ditliculty of getting troops changed with regularity and at the proper
~eason.and of keeping a sutlicient namber of oflicers an duty with troops, will
therefore probably continue as long as the present system of constituting the
cavaley personuel is maintained.

“TIt would be comparatively easy to annaally tind several troops ( no more
than une to be taken from any regitent | that coulid be convenjently ondered
to the school, and any regiment can generally, without embarrassment, fur-
nigh three or xix otficers for duty with one or two of its troops,

“The above wentioned difficulties would, therefore, be encountered inuch
less frequently, if ever at all, were my recommendation of last year adopted,
namely, that but one troop be taken from each regiment until twelve, instead
of eight troops are stutioned at the school, when two of the regiments should
furnish two each. These troops could also then be raised to a war strength,
another very desirable consideration which has been previously represented,
without a serious reduction in the strength of other troops, and tield otlicers
could be detailed from the entire list, thus sceuring those most guitable.

[ will al=o here renew a recommendation that [ have several times made,
in one form or another, that officers assigned to the cavidry branch of the ser-
vice be permitted to perform their first year of service at this sehool. Tt secins
especially appropriate that additional second licutenants be given their first
service there, as it can not be known to what regiments they will tinally be
assigned, and Fort Riley is as central o point from which to order them to
permunent stations as any that could be tound.  They could he attached for
duty to regiments having troops in the school

“1f all officers assigned to the cavalry could not be ordered there for one
vear's Jduty, at least a sufficient number should be sent to enable the com-
mandant to supply cach troop with three officers for duty at all times. They
will derive far greater benetit than from service at an ordinary post not pos-
sessing such facilities for instruction us exist in a large gommand. The start-
ing of a young otficer with proper ideas of his duty is of great importance.

*As the matter of expense has scemed to be g first consideration in the
changing of troops on duty at the school, I would respectfully subnn; a fuir,-
ther modification of previous recommendations with a view to decreasing saild
expense.  Instead of changing troops every three vears let each tour of duty
he the regulation four years. It would then be necessary to change but two
troops each vear as long as only eight are in the school and three per year

when it consistuof twelve.  In order to give as many officers the benefit of the
cottrse as possible, however, it is thought the subaltern officers should be
changed every two years if this recomnendation be adopted. Two years is
sutficient for an officer to obtain whatever benetit is derivable from the coure
of instruction. :

“A large clock with sweep secoud hand for timing horses at the regulation
gaits, and a large mirror for making pliin to unskillful riders faulty positions
unconsciously assumed, would be useful adjuncts to riding hall instruction.

“The rendering of reports upon field exercises and manenvers requires
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timie for their proper and careful prepgration, and is a most important feature
of the instruction. There should, tiprefore, never be had, in my opinion,
mote than three field exercises or ¢bmbined maneuvers per week. It is
believed that from twelve to fifteen oflleach of these, and six regimental and
three brigade drills are all-sufficient foffethicient instruction. The period from
September 15th to December 1st would|jafford from fifty to sixty working days,
ample for the requirements of the above instruction, and allowing some for
the possibility of loss through bad wealher or other ¢mergencies. Ceremonies
could continue with good weather, or ffuch days as were suitable to December
20th, could be utilized for matters whiich had been crowded out during the
seagon by accidents and exigencies of|the service.  As a rule, however, [ be-
lieve it forfthe best interests of the f#ervice that all school work should be
completed by December lst.
!

[Extracts from comments published to the command upon com-
bined mareuvers at the school dufing November, 1594
‘ .

“The Blue Battery unlimbered onithat slope of a hill which was next the
outlined enemy, and stood on top of ghe crest firing, entirely exposed to the
assumex fire of the enemy. It should have uniimbered on the reverse slope,
and [running guns forward, stopped aff far behind the crest as possible, and
still able to fire over the top.  Horsfis, limbers and caissons should alway~
be afforded all protection practicable, ithont sending them so far away as to
integfere with prompt service of pieve.
The primary duty of advance gnapds is to push the enemy back, and by a
continuous forward movement, to avoill delaying advance of the main body.
The Feserve and battery were slow in folowing up the retreating enemy.  The
battdry, after causing the enemy to retgpat, remained in position still firing at
him,llong after it should have been linpered up and in pursait.

“The leader of the extreme udvandg point continued to advance with only
four inen on a flag representing a trogp, instead of rejoining his troop after
having advanced to within duangerous groximity of the encmy.

“The officer in charge of the flags sefferal times stood still receiving charges,
instead of either making a counter chafye or retreating in good season.  The
flags were also allowed to bunch up wllen they should have been kept as far
apart'as the requirements of the tacticf]l units represented would necessitate
if actnally present.”

“It should be understood that a
all his opportunities, who fails to av
withaut a violation of his orders, and !
which is not necessitated by orders or

“Whenever it does become necessa
be dohe at a rapid gait, and if practica

“Bignal men, in sending messages

bad

mmander fails in taking advantage of
1shimself of all the cover obtainable-
hat no exposure should be incurred
Igns.

expose commanids to fire, it should
Cinupen order.
the rear, took positions 30 exposed
that messages sent could be read by the enemy as well as by their own foree.
Flags ‘were also carried unfurled, makisg the bearers conspicuous marks, and
unnedessarily discloging the position off their own side.

“A tendency was obeerved on the |part of flankers and points to remain
practically stationary, and in exposed positions, while being tired upon by
dismounted patrols and flankers of the opposite party. A great deal of
moun firing was also uselessly indpiged 1n. Such fire, at any but very
close tange, is mainly useful to warn frigpds of the near approach of the enemy.””

“For pur s of instruction it wodld have been better had the flags been
manewvered less rapidly. The gait was so rapid and the simulated action =0
fast apd furious as to atford no opporthnity for well considered and orderly
disposditions, or for systematic and harmpnious operations controlled by orders
from the commander of the rear guard] The maneuver was therefore practi-
cally yoid of results in the way of ingtruction, but might be considered an
indicagion, to a slight extent, of what the rear guard of a badly defeated anid
routed army might ordinarily have 1o expect when pursued by fresh cavalry
of a bpld and victoridus enemy. !

I
|
|
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“The result<of maneuvering with an outlined enemy have never been what
wis hoped forand it scems as if onr attempts in that line are destined to
result, as they have wherever thus far tried, in disappointment.

* Fven bad the gait heen less fast it is Joubtful it much better resalts would
have been readized. Charging with Hags was Jdemonstrated to be of doubtful
atility, and it is believed that about the only way to secure systematic and
orderly operations with an outlined encioy is to have both friends and enemy
controlled by one commander. In this manner, after sending a tlag to a cer-
tain position to representa hostile force, dispositions could be made with delib-
eration, and executed with precision. This particular feature completed,
another coulil likewise he planoed and executed.  This, however, would
amonnt to but a little more than training in battle formations and in methods
of approach and attack, an instruction which seems a tritle clementary for cur
purpose.

* It ix thought too much dismounted action was indulged in, and one Brown
troop was abserved holding their led Borses on the skirnmish line. ‘This tactical
formation is of slight utility under any circastances, suitable principally to
ciergencies and exeeptional circumstances Whilst comparatively Hat crests
might otfer some protection to men in sach formations, their horses would be
entirely exposed.

“The led horses of the support to the battery were ut one time pliced
about 100 vards immediiteiy in the rear of the battery, an exceedingly fanity
position, when the battery is under fire. As a rule,a protected position on
the most cxposed Hank should be chosen it practicable,”

These exhibits are trom comments mude by General Forsytu:
others are by Colonel CarresTER. dircetor ot the Cavaley School.
The day is not tar distant when the army will be deprived of the
valued opinions of officers who have had the benetit of the experience
obrained in the War of 1561 to 1565, and the annual publication ot
their criticisms. muade upon maneuvers exceuted at the schools or
camps of instruction. cannot have other than a beneticial etfect upon
the yvounger generation, which must at vo distant period compose
the great bulk of the army . otficers and men.

The following letter was recently received at the headguarters
ot the Seventh Cavalry. and at a mecting ot the officers subsequently
held. it was unanimeusly agreed to accept the painting of - Custer’s
Last Fight 7 on behalt ot the regiment. The painting originally cost
{2000, and was exhibited inall the large cities in the West during
i period o several years.  There could be no more fitting home tor
this painting than with the headguarters of the regiment, so many
of whose officers und men tound a soldier's grave near the Little Big
Horn on the 25th of June., 1571 '

“Sr. Lots, February 13, 1895,
“Colonel E V. Sumner, Colonel Commanding the Seventh 7. 8. Caralry Regyiment :

"N — A few years ago we came into possession of the farpous painting,
“Custer » Last Fight,” painted by Casiney Apams. Thik painting represents,
as vou are probably aware, the last moments of the famous eader of your
wallant regiment in the battle in which bhe tost his life, and it has long been
the intention of our President, Mr. Apovrrnrs Besci, to present this painting
to the Seventh UL S, Cavalry.

*In his opinion it is eminently proper that General Custer's regiment
should he the possessor of the painting which commemorates the death of itx
famous leader, one of our foremost cavalrymen, and also one of the most im-

.- e
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rtant frontier battles, representing 4

18 notiexceeded in importance by any:

“We now have the honor to offir to you for the Seventh U. N, Cavalry

Reginjent this painting, reserving, however, the copyright of the same, which

was given to an engraving company in} filwaukee, which intends to reproduce
the pginting. !

“'}Ve trust that you will accept our offer, with our best wishes and com-

) episode in our frontier history which
ike event.

pliments, on behalf of your regiment. If you do, then please inform us to
which| place you desire to have the painting forwarded, and we will send it as
soon a8 we have it ready for shipment.
“Assuring you of our high regard, we are, sir,
“Very respectfully,
“ANHEUSER-BUSCH BREWING ARN'N,
“( Signed ) C. E. 8OEST,
Corresponding Secretary.

When the new cavalry bit was adopted, known as the 1892 maodel.
the Chief of Ordnance published a circular requesting reports upon
any defects found in the bit. It Bas now been in use for nearly two
years, and it is presumed that its /qualities are now well established
in the minds of officers. There isllittle doubt but that the new bit is
an improvement in many ways oter any heretofore issued, and that
such defects as exist are of a milxor’ nT\tqrc, and may be corrected with-
out changing the model. It is balievdd that the upper branch was
origigally.planned and should be a trifle longer. The crror evidently

- occurred in measuring from the canter ot the mouth-picce rivet to the

of the upper ring, instead of to the point where the curb c¢hain
hook |should be attached, as contemplated by Major Dwygr.  This
shortness of the upper Branch causes the bit to have a
cy to “full through,” and 4llso enables the horse to turn the
bit upside down. This last named occurrence happens at drill
nearly every day in an average troop.

Pqrbaps some readers of the JorrRNaL may be able to describe
their jexperiences with the bit, apd thus determine it these minor
defects have been generally obseived, and require correction.  The
broad curb strap was adopted sothe years ago to lessen the liability
to broken jaw, and other injuries arixing from a revere use of the
Shoemaker bit. It is possible that experience with the new bit may
a change in this respect desirable. ’

P U——
I

in Brooklyn has been to educate
opinion in this country on tbe use of cavalry in quelling riots.
alue of mounted troops fijr clearing streets has long becen
recogpized in Europe. Experienfle has shown that strects may often
be cle¢ared by mounted men. without shedding blood, whercas in-
fantrymen are ifrequently compelled to use the bayonet, und some-
timesito fire fipori mobs before &ny impression caun be made upon
them. i

Inj this connection it is pleasilng to note that Captain CHARLES
F. Rog, whose good service with|Troop “A,” New York Nationul
, was Bbighly praised on alljsides, has been promoted to the
| , .
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wrade of major. and authority granted to him to raise another troop.
This will give him a squadron, consisting of two traops of seventy-
five men cach, composed of as fine material as existsin the United
States or elsewhere.

The following order wus issucd by Brigadicr-General JaMes
MecLeer. which ix believed to vaice the sentiments of the entirve law-
abiding community :

“The brignde commander feels that he cannot speak too highly of the
conduet of the troops under such trying circustances.  Where all of both
brigades did so well, e hesitates to mention particularly any onranization,
and vet he feels he but voices the sentiments of all law-abiding ¢itizens when
he offers special thanks to Troop A" of the First Brizade, and its gallant com-

mander, Captain Ciiakees FoRog, for distinguishes] services during its tour of
duty in Brooklyn.”

NO MONEY FOR MORE MOUNTED TROOPS

The dampening but not discouraging intelligence has been tele-
craphed from Albauy that Adjutant General MeA LN retused the
application of a number of Butfulo horsemen for enrollment in
the National Guard as Troop = B7 of mounted cavaley. The Adju-
tant-General is reported to have <aid there is no money in the treas-
ury. either to uniform or to meet other expenses of mustering in the
new troop. Should a new troop be needed Brooklyn's claim will be
considered first.

Brooklyn, by the way.is most eager to form u troop. and The
Rider and Driver would urge upon General McALPIN to devise some
means by which the necessary money may be obtained.  From what
we have seen of the value of mounted troops in riots, the suppression
of which seems to be the principal daty of the mititia. the idea
oceurs to us that a troop ot lancers would be most effective. A
charge by such a body of men would clear a street = pretty quick.”

—The Rider and Driver.

EXSEX TROOP'S NEW ARMORY

Essex Troop of New Jersey has purchased the loseville Ridings
Academy. An addition will be built to the academy. making a large
armory Wwith social rooms, dressing rooms, and a large hall on the
third floor for dismounted drills.  Thirty thousand dollars has been
subscribed for the purpose. The proprictors, Messrs. GRo. Hiren and
BeExsamiy MeKEE, have made arrangements with the troopers by
which they may have the arena certain evenings of’ the week. in
order to continue their public business.— The Rider and Driver.

s

The death of Generul Prinir St GeEorRGE CookE. at Detroit, on
March 20th, deserves more than a briet notice in a journal devoted
to the interests of the cavalry arm in the United States.

General CoOKE, at the time of his death, was eighty-five years
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old.: He was graduated at West Point, July 1. 1R27. and entered the
scrv{lce in the Sixth Infantry. He served on thHe trontier trom Fort
Snelling to the Arkansas River, and participated in the Black Hawk
War prior to his promotion to first licutenant of the First Dragoons,
whep that regiment was organized in 1833, His scrvice in the cave
alry;began, as it were, at the biFth of that arm in this coyntry: the
more than gixty years which have elapsed sinde that date have de-
veloped many excellent officers, but not one who has been held in
highler esteem as a beav ideal df a cavalry otfiper and gentleman.
His i professionall carcer has extended mueh Beyond the average
length of life, and includes an infinite variety of service thronghout
the Western country. l '

He participated in Indian god exploring expeditions withom
number.  In the wonderful math of General HarSEY's commuand.
from; Fort Leavenworth to California, in 154, he was detached to
move down the Rio Grande and to find a practicable route to the
West; he succeeded, and his trail was subsequently known as the
old Gooke Road, and was used ias o mail route until the building
of thle Southern Pacific Railvoad along the same line put an cend to

ita upefulness. .

H

He served in California afterits occupation, but was promoted to
major Second Diagoons, and joined the army in Mexico: upou the
closg of hostilities there, he was prdered to Carlisle Barracks, Penn..
as superintendent of recruiting gervice,

’ﬁrl:‘e large Sioux expedition off 1353 found him back on the Plains
in command of the cavalry portign of the column.  He was emploved
in Kansas during the trying disturbances of 1836 and 1837, ind
when the Utah expedition was arganized. he was assigned to com.
mand the cavalry. 3

He was promoted to colonel Second Dragoons in 1855 and ~oon
‘after! prepared his cavalry drill Book. which was adopted in 1261

onn the outbreak of the Cittil War, General Caoke, a Virginiun
by hirth, remained loyal. notwithstanding his son. General Jons
CooRE, and his son-in-law, the| celebrated cavalry leader. General
J. E. B. Stuart, both joined th# Confederacy. During the Penin-
sula Campaign he found his cothmand opposed at tinines” Mills by
troops commanded by his son-intlaw.

He was brevetted major-gederal for services during the war,
und was retired after forty-six years of active service. His career
tfurnishes an example of loyalty, professional rectitude. and con-
scientious devotion to duty in it highest sense, which may well be
followed by young officers.

. t

BOOK NOTICES AND EXCHANGES.

Huksre, SADDLEs AND Brivres By Captain William H Curter.
<ixth Cavalry. U. 50 Army. Keteheson & Reeves: Leaven:
worth, Kansas, st

In theory the cavaley officer should be a e versed inoeverys
thing concerning the horse, aml the fact that he i~ nnl.]u‘.\'svnls o
ot the anomalies of out systemt ot military training. | ljlll recently
our most tavored officers. not being selected on account af any -‘]\ocm}
aptitude. and often being city-bred ‘vou.lh\ :\'1_thnul ;n knn\\'ludgc‘nn
horsemanship bevond that taught at \\‘c'-l I‘.nnl. were loﬁ m':lh-tmi
~elves to pick up all the little details of service outsidg of dri .\n~.
viding, They were not told what they should know or where tlw‘\'
thev might Tearn. and as fow men will ever acknowledge that they

do not know evervthing abiout @ horse. the result was not }_:mt-i.. A

cortain haman weakness, or dread perhaps of t'ln' criticism "f_“"f"’:

teu. often prevented the young sub o trom taking the troop t:n‘rn‘-\x

o hnis confidence and spending a few hours at the picket line each

duv. trving to study the age, aibments, muoods, ]muw‘:nu‘] wear of lhlc

aninad which, more than bis weapous or his art. \\'IH intluence is
carcer.  Under such circumstances many rematn iznorant. ul\n-r'~
<eek the trath, and a tew have the benetit of early practical experi-

e, but none have ha b svstematic course napped out tor them

Somte reasoning suach as this must have impelled ‘(h«' carly or-
canizers of the United States Totantey and Cavalry Tchn'ol m'm;{n‘
the word Hippology awd to choose s text books the hn}_'hfh \\bor -;
ot Fitzwveram op + Horses and Stables.” and 1.)\\'_\'91' an o Neats abn
Saddles. Bits and Bitting.” The first of Hn"\\‘ is suited 1o a dl‘ﬂ‘c'l'\.‘h\
climate trom ours, gives the management of llw:tul.»lv of an l;ng'l}sh\
hunting squire, and tells yvou the tricks of the hn:_:!hh groom. he
last is discursive in its styles s tilled with strange jokes.and follows
o literary model that has disappeared tfromn borse \um'k\ Both are
auited to the English thoroughbred. and neither was intended to be
a text book .

To replace these books, aml to gwive information on subjects
which are now acknowledged to be g necessary part ot the .pr‘nlc‘j-
~tonal equipment of a cavalry otheer s the chject of Captain Uarter -
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book. For instance. the chaptdr on - The Cavalry Horse " wiva
the conformation and the examination for soundness. should vemove
all doubts ar to what ix desivediin an animal destined tor serviee i
‘the ranks. A study of the chapter on - Diseases and Tnjurices
should muke one feel at least ap an equal plane with every old o
dier in the troop. in maiters which call tor his deciston evers iy
The' comparison ot our equipnients with those of other nations is
interesting, and shows that we fire, in some respectsal Jeast, hette
?f than they are. The (-hnlrtoQ on *Forage™ ought to be of e o

any a board of survey. whichf is all too often at the mevey o n
contractor. ’ :

These things, aud many othdrs. ought to recommend the becic s
the service., After what we hap bad. even a poor book onght o b
joxtully accepted by our service but « Horses, Smbidles and Bridies
is so well suited to our use. fills’ko many gaps in our cavalry fiters
ture, is so fully illustrated. o well written and arranced, thar s
suceess is assured. I EBEN SWIEFT,
Captain Figth oralry

NAPOLEON BONAPARTES First jCAMPAIGY. By Licutenant 1 H
_ Sargent, Second Cavalesd] UL € Avmy. Pablished by VO
. MeClurg & Co.. Chicago. |

« Napoleon Bonaparte's Firdt Campaign ™ is the title of a recent
addition to the Napoleonic literafure, that deserves u good reception
The aathor, who is a8 most enthusiastic admirer of the Great Captain
describes the events pertainingfo his subject in an interesting e
instrdetive manner: aud while |his work will doubticss be cuter
taining to the general reader, i} is valuable chicfy as o <tudy ot
scientific war as vonducted by the greatest loader of modern tines
in, poRsibly, the moxt instructivel campaign on record.

The nuthor states clearly thie main features of the campuizn —
those necessary for his purposes and refrains, wisely it is thouzht
from marrating anything else. 1Hin deductions are thas placetin
the cleavest light, and are not obkeured by a mass of details, which,
however interesting, would servp only to divert the veaders mind
from the main point which it is|intended to illustrate or to prove
Concisenesss and accuracy of narative are followed by thirness i
reasotiing, and soundness in dedujetion: and the conclusions dedneed
are still further supported by qudtatians from sneh eminent authori-
ties ay Jomini. Hamicy and others, including Napoleon himselt
The seientific character ot the work may be inferred trom the tuce
that niore than one-half of it ix devoted to discussion and analvsis

. WooAL =

Tue .\in.rr.u:n.\\'ucnr:.\'m..vn. :

No. 1: The New Field ServiceRegulations.  On the Training and
Instruction of” Cavalry. No. 2: Fhe New Field Service Regalation-
tconcluded). On the Training apd Instruction ot Cavaley,  No oo
Truining of the Russian Field Arfilery in Firing. On the Treaining
amd Inktruction of. Cavalry. .\'otx 4: The Training of the Russian

.
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Field Artullery in Firive, v tin Training and fr~truction of Cav.

aley. The New Steategic hdtways o Fraoee No. 3 The Mo
hility or Artiilery The Lates Clizinzes i e Necanization of the
Halun Aemy. Noo 6 The tierean Cavaory, 1570=71 The Ma-

biiiiy of  Artitlery The Shrupoes Five ot Ardillers o oa =tudy.
No T Phe Mititia treen the Pl rme N Uity in the Intantry

Artaek, Nooo~ The tiermas Cavadry, I1~70-71 A New Gnn
( United state~ No 1o Chanoes i the Urganization ¥ othe Corpes

or The RBuesian Aviay o N e b Need Armored Uratsers?
l‘:.\'\*!‘l‘ilnrhlzli Mobihization ot Tuwo Frenea Reserse ":l\‘:lll"\' Regri-
ments in October, 15040 N 153 Tie Firtue Reculytions of the Five
Most Prominent Armics of Furope N1t The Firtne Reanla
tions of the Five Most Pramivens Avies ot Enrope. No. 15 e
Heetions o1 the Mobility of Fiela A priviery, The Battle of Asan

Jotuvan oF cnE UNITED STATES ARTII I ERY Jarcaey . TS0,

I Geometreal Construction ot Generid Strains, A G Greenhiil
11 Deveiopment and Constraction of Maodern Gan Uarriage tor
Heavy Artillery. by Fivst Livateuannt ¢ ¢ Gallap, Third Artillery.
11 The Buttington-Crozier Experimental Disappearing Carriage
for Ficht ineh Breech Loading Steel Rifles by First Liocutenant M.
Harmon. First Artillery IV Shalh the United States Have Tacht
Artiilery ? by Sceomt Licutenant Georre M Weight, First Licint
Artitiery, OLia National Guaard, Vo Const Artillery Fire Tnstrmes
| R 'v'\-l"ilﬂ Fientenan: C Do Pacrkharst, Fourth Artillery

Jearnat or e Minirary SERVICE Ixsrirrrion.  Marcin =95

1: Discipline in the UoxoArmy Cprize essay o, Captain Eilis
11 Prelimivarey FExamination West Point. Licutenant Willeox
1 From the Great Lakes to the Ocenn, Captain Kingman v
Povaivad Teaining in the Military Service Captain Pileher. VO The
toval Artillery Coltege Waonlwich Vi The lotyutey Dl
“-'lehllil')lh ”i.\l()l'i(‘:ll sSketolies ot the ]ll~]n'k't-'l' G\‘l’n'l'ﬂ‘ - D

partment and the Second Rewinens ot Totaotry,

Prodc EEDINSGS oF THE BOY AL ARTILLERY fa~tiin pioN. Febrmary 13,

(- A Method of Cadenlating the Probadiliny of Coust Detense
Fire, by Major R M. B Wetly Boa 1E A Plea tar Heavy
G in Fortress Defense, by Captain G0 Zyacoke. A, T Notes
om German Muneuvers, by Major o F Munitoud, R0 IV Diary
ot Licutenant W, Saahey, O H A i the Peninsula, tirar slation
Loasoan Avtsttory Jorne! The Muitaes Tricning ot Flietd Arellery
translated by Major B\ Lan bert. A

The Usiten SErvicr. March, 1wl

[ The .“'lll'l'l)' of the Aprmies o Froederi Kk the Girent and N

'u»lmlll. transiated by “:Il"(;lih H o ‘“I-&\l']'l'. Coso UL N A 1

e
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i
The Story of Aleatroz. Licutengnt Alvin H. Svdenham. L Toe
Declipe of Silver as Compared with Gold, by Lieatenant W. A
Jampbell.U. S. A IV: Origin and Developments ot Xteam Navi-
gation, Redr Ailmiral George H| Preble. ULS0

i . 1
Tug Pexssvevasia Macazise lor HistorY aNp Brogravruy  Jun
’ P uary. 1895, |
Washinigton after the Revolution, 17>4 to 170 by Willin >
Buker. Colonel Mayors. of Philadelphia. by Josiah G Leach -
fenses of P_hilntlg-lphiu in 1777, by W. €. Ford,
. i

e

Tue Mawwe BueLe. January 1895

With Sheridan in Lee's Lust Campaign, by Col. Fred €. Newhull
Fifth New York Cavalry at Cednr Monuntain and iw the Sccond Bull
Run. by F. 5. Pickinson. Fifth ﬁew York Cuvalry.

Revee MiLITARRE Stisse. 10 Fevrior, 1890,
+

lowa IlistoricaL REcorp.  Janfiary. 1595,

Tuk RipER aNp DrRivER. New York
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LIFE AND SERVICEX OF GENERAL PHILIP ST. GEORGE
COOKE. U. 5. ARMY.

v Mador Grxpran WESLEY MERRITT, U, S5 Arwy.

FNHE death of General Cooge on March 20th of the present year

closed a career of service remarkable alike for its length and
tor its variety.  His original commission was dated nearly sixty-
eight vears ago, and the period covered by his servico as an ofticer
exceeded that of the average lite.  He was commissioned in the tirst
regiment of mounted men in the regular army, which wax organized
ax the First Dragoons in 1533. ‘

When it is remembered that tor a quarter of a cetjtury or more
after General Cooke entered the army the school geographies elimi-
nated much speculation by classing the Western Plains as < The
Great American Desert,” some idea ot his frontier service may be
formed. :

General Cooke entered West Point in 1823, amd the simple
records of the government show that he was promoted. upon gradu-
ation, to be brevet second lieutenant of infantry and second lieu-
tenant Sixth Infantry on the same date. July 1, 1327, Served in
garrison at Jetferson Barracks, Mo 1827-23: Fort Snelling, Minn.,
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1828; Jefferson Barracks, Mo.) 1829; on frontier duty, expedition

against Comanches, and engajged in skirmishes near the Upper
Kainsas River, August 3 and }J1, 1829; Fort Leavenworth, Kan..

1830-32; in Black Hawk \\'arj 1832; participated in battle ot Bad
Axd River, August 2, 1832; Adjutant Sixth Infantry. September 7.
1832, to March 4, 1833; Jeffersbn Barracks, Mo.. 1833,

Promoted First Lieutenant Pjrst Dragoons. March 4. 1833, Fron-
tieriduty Fort Gibson, I. T.. anjd expedition to Fow-e-ash villawes.
1834: recruiting service, 1835-B6.

Promoted Captain First Dragoons, May 31. 1845. Frontier duty
Indjarrl Territory, 1836-37-38;| Carlisle Barracks. Pa.. 1839: Fort
“'a)“né, I. T.,, 1839—40; For Leavenworth, Kan.. 1840-41-42;
escarting Santa Fe traders, 1843: captured a Texun military expe-
ditid_)anune 30, 1843; expedition to Pawnee villages, 1844 exXpe-
dition from Fort Leavenworth through South Pass Rockv Mountains,
1845 ; Fort Crawford, Wis., 1 46 ; expedition trom l-:m't Leaven-
wnrph.’Kan., to San Diego, Cak, 1846: in command Battalion Mis.
souri Volunteers in California, 1 846-47.

Promoted Major Second Driggoons. February 16, 1557, In com-
mand of Second Dragoons in d ty of Mexico. 18453, Superintendent
Cavalry Recruiting Service, Caplisle Barracks. Pa.. October 15, 1848,
to OQctober 1, 1852; on frontier duty, Texas, 1853.

lPromoted Lieutenant-Colonel Second Dragoons, July 15, 1833,
New Mexico, 1853-54; skirmish with Apaches at Agua Calicnte,
N. IM., April 8, 1854; Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 1854-65: Sioux

‘ expedition, 1855, being in command of cavalry at action of Blue

Water, September 3, 1855; l‘!ort Riley, Kan., 1855-56; on duty
dur!hg Kansas disturbances, 1856-57; commanding cavalry Utah
expedition, 1857-58. i

Promoted Colonel Second
sence it Europe, 1859-60; co
20, 1860, to August 8, 1861, |

fromoted Brigadier-Genera‘ U. S. A., November 12, 1861. Com-
mand of brigade regular cavalry, Washington. D. C., November 28,
1861, to Mafch 10, 1862; conimand of Cavalry Division, Army of
Potomac, Peninsula Campaigp, March 24 to July 5, 1862, being
engnged in siege of Yorktows, April 5th; battle of Williamsburg,
May 5th; battle of Gaines’ Mill, June 27th, and battle of Glendale,
Juue 30, 1862; court-martial |duty, July, 1862, to August, 1863;
command of Baton Rouge District, Department of the Gulf, October,
1868, to May, 1864; Superintendent General Recruiting Service.
May 24, 1864, to March 19, 1866; member of Retiring Board, De-

agoons, June 4. 1838. Leave of ab-
mand Department of Utah, August

GENERAL PHILIP ST. GEORGE COOKE. ~1

cember, 1865, to Nugust 30, 15660 in command of Department of
the Platte, April 1, 1866, to January 9. 1=67; member ot” Retiving
Board. 1567 to May, 15695 in command of Department ot Cumber-
land, May. 1369, to May. 170 in command of Department of
Lakes, May, 1570, to October 29, 1873 retived Octaober 20, 1573,
atter more than forty-six yvears of active service, teeeived the
hrevet of Major-General tor gallant and meritorious <ervices during
the Rebellion.

This briet ¢pitome conveys a meawre idea of the bardships and
perils which tormed an wll too predominating part ot army lite
during the period covered by General CooRE's active service.,

When he joined his rvegiment at Jetterson Barvacks in 1527, he
commenced his career in a brigade ot three regiments and had the
benetit of this unusual expericnce tor ten months, when he was dde-
tached to Fort Saelling, Mionn.. in charge ot detachment ot’ recruits
in open bouts.,

A vear later he marched with the tirst escort to the caravans of
the Santa Fe traders. During this march, on August 3. 18524, about
S0 Comanches suddenly charged the camp. Licutenant CookE
wus otficer ot the guard., and met the charge with his guard off
thirtv-six men and broke its force. while the command was pre-
paring to fight.  On Augast 11th, the camp was threatened and a
party ot hunters attacked; Licutenant CooRE was seot to their sup-
port.  While wading the Arkansas rviver in front of his men. the
ciemy appeared on the bank and fired: he stooped down and caused
bix men to beat them off by firing over bhis head.

He retarned to Fort Leavenworth the tollowing vear and re-
mained until 1832, when he joined that part of his regiment engaged
in the Black Hawk War. At the battle of Bad Axe. whilst the
regular brigade was in the dense bottom land of the Mississippi he
discovered where the cnemy was in greatest foreeon, an island: be
informed the commaunder and was ordered to lead the reserve of
three companies into action. which he did. He was appointed Ad-
jutant of his regiment at the close ot the war by General ATKINSON.

He was appointed a First Licutenant of the new dragoon regi-
ment while at Jefferson Barracks, and marched during the winter
of 1833 to Fort Gibson, Indian Terrvitory, a distance of 500 miles.
During the following year he participated in what was known as the
- Southwestern Expedition.” .

The tollowing year, 1333, he went on recruiting gervice. but ap-
plield to rejoin his troop and marched with it in 1836 to Nacog-
doches, Texas.  He returned to Fort Gibson the following year and
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settled, down to steady frontiei
lnm as, far north as Council Bl
the we t, and which Lonm\ued'
General KEARNEY's command t(1

Gerjeral KEARNEY's colum
to California over the.
& Santa Fe and So
over this route in Pul
conceive of the dangers
which this command had to f4
Foot-soye, and compelled by h
uevertlfeless arrived on the Pac
miles. |Before, however, they v
the sucgor of the American shi
and thefaction ot San Pasqual
woundad, and Captains MookE
MoND, 41l of -the First Drago
commagd was in a sad plight. a
modore! STOCKTON sent out <-wh{
their asgistance.

Capfain CookE remained in.

ST. GEORGE COOKE.

work on the plains, which carried
fis and to the Rocky Mountains on
until 1846, when he marched with
conquer New Mexico.

continued its wonderful march
oute now followed by the Atchison.
tithern Pacitic railrouds. Tourist-
man palace cars in a tew days, can
. the thirst and the semi-starvation
ce for months of weary marchin.e.
nger to resort to horse meat, theyv
e Const after 1 march of over 2 000
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s, were amongst the killed,  Tlhe
d were greatly relieved when Con.
v omarines and a hundred sailor< 1o

California until 1547, when havine

been prpmoted to Major Second ;Jl)mg«mns, he resigued his volunteer

commisgion and rode back to Forl
but wag recalled to California ad
ntly joined his new rd

Learenworth en route to Vera Cruz.
a witness on FREvMosT = trial,  He
riment tn the City of Mexico, il

when the American army retired to Vera Cruz from Jalapu. he con-

mandedithe rear guard.

He ¢ommanded the Second
and led
and drofe them across the Rio §

While in command of Fort ||

|
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‘begah operations against the Jic

Dragoons Texas during 155223,

winter expedition ug:ﬁnst the Lipans and other Indiuns
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nion, in New Mexico. in 1834, he
rilla Apaches. and during February

killed «4WaiTe WoLr ™ (the caplor of Mrs. WHITE and party) und

twenty Other Apaches.

The jlast day of March he #:eceived information of the defeat
with - mych slasghter, of a considerable force of the First Dragoousx,

near Fort Burgwin. He march
at band] and within nine days
ountains, raised a comp
asaist thp dragoons, pursued the
brokén smountains, for about one:
took the

ed, in one hour, with all the force
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hiny of spies and guides at Taos to

Indians through deep snow, over
hundred and fifty miles. He over-

at Aguas Calientes Aq ril 8th, and defeated them. killing
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about twenty. The tribe was so humbled by their pursuit and defeat

that they begged for peace.

Duaring the Sioux War of 1355 he commanded the Second Dra-
goons and two companies of mounted artillery and infantey. While
detached with his command trom the main body. hae defeated the
[ndians September 3d. inflicting a loss upon them of seventy-nine
killed, at Blue Water.

Daring the disturbanees in Kansas in 1x56, the regular army
was interposed asa butfer between the contending parties. General
SaiTi's report says: o The troops in the field bave been ander the
immediate command of Licvteuant-Colonel PutLir St. GEORGE CoORE,
Second Dragoons.  The sound judgment he has displayed and his
promptness. energy and good management have bad n large ~hare
in producing the happy state ot affairs at present existing: tor there
were moments when the want of either of these qualdities might
have led to the most fatal and extended disasters”

The Secretary of War refers to this service in his annual veport
tor 1596 as follows: - Energy. tempered with forbearanee and fivm-
ness, dirceted with more than ordinary judgment, has enabled them
to check eivil strife and 1o restore ovder wnd tranquility. without
shedding one drop of blood. I concur in the high com-
mendation which the Commaunding General ot the Departnient ot
the West bestows on Licutengnt-Colonet CookE. commanding in the
fiehl. and to the officers and men who have thus satistactorily per-
formed the disagreeable duty which was imposed upon then”

During September. 1257, he marched, in command of his regi-
ment. on the © Utah Expedition.” and arvived at Fort Bridger on
November 19th.  He was detached all swinter and spring with his
regiment, guarding and herding the borses. mules and cattle., \b\huh
nlimbercd uearly 7000 head. These were taken to the distant
mountain valleys. white the main body of nearly 3000 men was
entrenched at Fort Brideer.

The Mormons having temporarily abandoned the country. tien-
eral CoorkE marched back to Fort Bridger and thence with the
columu through Salt Lake City and to Camp Floyd, which was ¢=-
tablished about forty miles from the town,

General Cooke availed himself of a long leave in 1855 and
visited Europe.  During this leave he prepared a system of ‘:(,‘:n‘»
alry Tactics' which was subsequently adopted.  He rejoined in the
spr:in_«_r of 1860, and soon atter assumed command of the I)c].;:u'tm.cn.l
of Utah, where he remained until the signs of approaching civil
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strife caused an order to be sent for the abandonment of Utah. when
he proceeded to Washington, wlﬂere he arrived on October 19th.

It was the good fortune of the writer of this too inadequate re.
view of the life and services. off this accomplished officer to know
Geneml CooKE from the last month in the year 1840 until hisx death.
Soon ‘after joining my regiment.—the Second Dragoons—in i<,
at Cqmp loyd, I was appomted Adjutant of the regimgnt, and A<
sistant Adjutant.-General of the J)ep.u-tment, and my rj‘?ltu)n\ with
Generul 00KE, then Colonel of the Second Dragoons, commanding
the Department of' Ttah, were ak intimate as was possible between
a mature man and & youngster just trom West Point.

.My appointment to the impottant offices mentioned wus duae to

the fact that in consequence of the threatened War of Secession
many; officers were leaving the service. rather than to any peculiar
fitness which I could have possessed, buq[ have always bad reason
to u)mgmtulate myselt that my associations were so intimate with
this.prince of cavalry soldiers, and I attribute ntuch of the reason-
able success L had with important cavalry commands to the ins<true.
tion and example of General CookE.

I thope days it was an lu)nor felt by all to belong to the Necond
Dragpons] The esprit of the rexnment wis infused by the officers into
every trooper from the first sergegant to the boy rrumpeter, and to
this day when one meets an old spldier of those days he swells with
prlde as he impresses on the hearer that he belanged to the - Old
Second Dragoons.” P :

Mich of this pride in the regiment was due to the subject ot this
sketch General CooKE was par excellence cavalry officer, drawing
his ipspirations from the history of the wars of the Great FRED.
ERICK aud the First NaroLeoN. He insisted on the mounted charge
for caxalry, was opposed to ﬁghtmg on foot save in cases of neces.
sity. - His motto being, © Sharp,sabms, and sharp spurs,” and his
orders and example fordng a free, fast and furious charge on the
enemy wherever found.

In;the early days of the Rebellion General (ookE. being a Vir-
ginian, labored under the suspigion which attached to officers ot
Southern birth, of ant of loyalty to the government. This was
enhallFed by the fict that he to ether with several officers of the
garrison at Camp Floyd, were maljciously reported by some fanatical
persons as having views inimical to the government. This report
was speretly made to Washington, and must have resulted dis-
astrously to the officers involved, but from the fact that the matter
becoming known, measures were taken to contradict the report. It
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i< a curions tact that every offiver reported re ‘mained stewdtast to the
rover nmetit, -lll‘l rose to more or ]\.'\\ lnlpﬂll.l"l Ccommsg \\\l dl\\'ll\"‘
the war, and that ot the three or four st aft otficers who made the
vicious chiarges, not one wias heard of o a position of importance
o »awar

"””[‘Iht‘ t(‘:;?l(mlll reported Inl dislovalty included beside the subject
of this sketeh sneh men as Brrorp, (iissas. and the \nnvn('\d =AN-
prrs. who died at Knoxville, wallantly feading a charge against the
Confederate forees, o

Brrorn was a Kentuekian: SaNpers from Mississippis .:\n«l
tripsoN, thourh o Pennsylvaniau by birth, was :\Nu)intwl o
North Caroling.  That General CookE's counsel and example was
not without its influence on these distinguished men I .h:\\'u no
doubt.  OF one thing 1T am certain, and that s, that \Fn* :\'\':\‘!,
noble. chivalrous man never for one moment wavered or taltered in
his alicrianee to the government, notwiths=tunding his only \w‘m. ansd
son-in-law, the Cavaley Chiet o the Contederates, Gienvral STUART,
joined in the War of the Rebellion,

More than onee at this time I talked with General €ooKE on the
<ubject of his lfoyalty t hi~ covernment, the conversation being
introduced by hims<elts and o oone oceasion he expressed the hope
that if he ever taltered in devotion to the cause of the U I.h)n hix
bost friend should stab him to the beart.  His patdotism was
inborn, and purt of his chivalrous nature,

In those days the means of comuunication were slow ('un\]':ll'\."l
to the present.  The pony express connecting with the telegraph in
the States brought ns the news ot the disaster at Bull l\u'n. I recall
how the impatient spirits in the far-off cantonment in Utah chated
at the delay in expected orders. Tt was feared by all 1‘1:1})\1\- \\':.\\'
niicht tcn;\in:\tc. and we not be there to see N'l‘\’ik'f‘. The mis-
carried orders reached us in Jaly. 1561 ll‘fll inoa f‘u\\' days the
hurried preparations tor the abandonment of Camp Flovd and the
march to the States were accomplished. .

This pefiod of my acquaintance with General CookE is especially
interesting to me, for it was on this march trom Utab to Fort Leav-
enworth that I learned much of marching troops, \\hu\.x h“‘, served
me since in the cavalry service.  The command m:n'clnng.:. in from
Utah consisted of four troops ot the Secoml Dragoons increased
from posts throueh which we marched to six troops, a hat(m:v ot
horse artillery (GiBBON'x) and several companies of inthntry and
heavy mullerv equipped as infantry. The distance was made at
the average rate of about twenty- five miles a day. and while \\u,
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cavalry horses and the artillery depended on grazing for their sub-

sistence, they were all brought into Fort Leavenworth in better

condition for service than when we commenced the march.  General
COOKE'? experience in campaigning on the frontier titted him. iu
conjungtion with his studies of the cavalry of Europe. as the most
accomplished conductor of a mareh that the service has ever pro-
duced. | His interest in the command while marching never reluxed
for a mpment.
commagpd.
constaut.

He observed every trooper, man and animal in the
His care, with reference to grazing and watering. was
It was a fixed rule in his command that when im\\ilnlo
all theihorses should be watered at the same time. in order to
accompf&ish which he would order the command * Front into line.”
halting,in the stream, ot into doulé column of troops in line, and
require;that the leading troops should ride to the farther side of the
stream, leaving room for the horses in rear, before the head of a
single borse was lowered to drink. His care in these matters iy
menticoed as an object lesson ¢ cavaley officers.  No officer or
trooper was permitted to mount til! +To horse!” was sounded. and
woe to the cavalryman who continued mounted when the command
was oug of the saddle. The modern cavalryman may sneer at this
atteutiqn to details, but 1 teel assured that the otficer who keeps lis
command in good condition by caretul attention to what may be
called’ trifles, is of more service to.his country in time of war than

are some men who win battlex.

~For the good pf the service, I hope that some capable person.
who cap do the subject-justice, willl write the lite of General Puirie
St. GEORGE Coox}#, once Colouel of [the Second Dragoons.

Soon after arriving with his command in Washingtou. in Noven-
ber, 1861, Colonel ('00KE was appointed a brigadier.general in the
regular army by President LiNcoLy.

He was at once piaced in command of the five regular regiments
of cavalry concentrated in Wasbington, and formed them, together
with the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, into a brigade (the Regular
or Reserve Brigade), which organjization was muintained till the
end of the war. '

During the autumn of 1861 and the following spring. until the
Army of the Potomac moved from (its winter quarters, hustened by
the evaruation of the Confgderate camps around Bull Ruu. General
CooKE,;with all the officers of his command, was busied, without
interru\ption, in brigade maneuvers and drill.

Tholqe who formed a part of this magnificent body of men will
never fforget the hours spent day gfter day east of the Capitol at

3
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Washington in brigade drills. Here was sowed the wcdf of 1\1‘\-
future efficiency, not oniy ot this cavalry, but the leaven “'-hid[.lpf)','
fected the entire cavalry organizations of lhe‘su}rcrb avudy which
for four vears bore the brunt of the great Civil War. ltisnot hm-
much t(; say that to General CookE. move than to :lll_\'.lt‘lll other
men. belonged the ervdit of setting the pace and x‘st.:llvl!slmnlfg l:u'
ctandard of the cavalry that later became the admiration ot the
country. it ot of the whole world,

-\fl.ol' the change ot the theater ot operations of the .\l‘lll}"('f the
Potomac by its transfor to the Pevinsula, the cavalry uluh'.l' Geuneral
C'OOKE l'cn;:linod innctive so the as legitimate war exl-«-rl?nce wis
concerned, until the evacuation ot Yorktown by the (_‘nll.hwlc Pates.

It wasx during this peried. as well as betore the lr:me‘xcr to ,lhf.
Peninsula. that General MeCLELLAN exhibited the lack ot (-:\‘1':u-.u_\.
swhich afterwards heeame 0 notorictia, 1o commantd M.n-wsstnll.\ in
army. He was especially deticiont in the instinf-(s \vln.u-h character-
izwl- the great army commanders ot history. with l't'.l\'l‘\‘llt‘(' to lln;
proper nees of cavairy,  To him this arm of the service ]'t']ll'l'.‘L:l‘l‘[-('.il
@ corps of mounted orderfivs and x%w.n.vnf_:m\ wlws.(- ht‘n Nf's r-u l:
no higher purpose than to bear theiv viders on ]':Iplld trips tor ‘m.«
wn-;xll‘ duty, or enabled an orderly to keep puce with a ’H\,l‘ l‘lllll){_{
subaltern, derached for duty, aud tn often tor pleasure. Toe cav-
Wy under bim was decimated insu-;_ul of being vobcentrated, T»“';
\-:u;h corps, division, and even ln'i;_::ulc' rmnm:unlor". wus supp 1;.'1
with a foree of this expensive arm, which nevessarily re(.lnt-wl..t ui
available tovee af cavalry proper. and scattered to the rmuv' winids
the force which Generaf CooRE wnd his otﬁu-l.'s had n]n'.lll =0 nnul-h
time and the government =o much treasure in perfecting tor the

egitimate duties ot cavalry. ‘

) It is not strange. under these cireamstances, tlf:u cavairy offfcers
wore disgusted with the conditions that obtained in I]wi:u"m_\'. .\l.Hl
it was at this time that the circumstances had their origin lhu.l re-
<ulted in the transter from the vavairy of this 'ln()ht :uw'un\ph'slm.d'
cavalry officer to other fickis of duty. and the joss o the cavalry
cervice of General CooKE. . .

After the evacuation of Yorktown General (‘nul\'r:.‘wnh his at-
tenuated cavalry command, was ordered in the pursait of the cuemy.
who was brought to bay at William=burg. The march and pursait
were :ulmir:\biy managed. and the ehemy. whaose uxlv:u!cc h:l‘t.l.pu»wl
besond Williamshurg, was forced 1o return in protection of .nt n-:-u:
uu.ul'«l and to offer battle. becuuse of the vigorous pursuit of COoKE

and his squadrons.

L ]
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It is no part of the scope of this [paper to enter into the detuils

of the affair at Williamsburg on the jlart of the army. It is enough
to say that the cavalry under Geneml CooxkEe did all that cavalry
could do under the most able manalrement, and that the battle of
Williamsburg, so far as the Army
wis not successful. :
From this time on affairs with the cavalry, through no taalt of

its own, went from bad to worse. I

the Potomac was concerned.

Detachments trom its strength

were coustantly increased, and it ffas hampered by instructions
which crippled it for all aseful actlon. A case to illustrate this
occurred after the Army of the Potoipuac appeared in trout ot Ricle-
mond and took position astride the)|Chickahominy. The cuvalev
under General CookE was on the right flank of the army. watching
the roads leading along the Pamunkd} to the rear of the army. It
had vo freedom of action, and was nat allowed to select jts position
for the better attention to its work,

Soon the Confederate cavairy, unjler its capable chict, Generul
Stearrt, fell on the emasculated rany
what was left of CoorEe’s cavalry, an

3

of the thin rigcht wine of
made the raid to the rear of
aur army, pusting to a safe place of getreat within the Confederate
lines and around the further flank of ipur intantry.  General Cooke
immediately made arrangements to ptirsue and punish the tntrepid
foe, but was thwarted in his design by positive orders trom the Come
mandingGeneral of the left wing of {the army, under whose orders
he had b%e_n placed, to regnlate his pprsuit by the marceh of an in.
fantry column detached to intercept BTrarT, and on no account ta
precede.this infantry march. (.

I

The officer of to-day, even though he has had no experience in
war, with the record of cavalry marches before him, can imagine
the eﬂ'ect f such an order on a dasghing, chivalrous, enthusiastic
cavalry offifer, chafing ynder the restraints that had already been
placed upog him by a soldier who bhad learned from the books that
a forced march for cavalry for one day, was twenty-five miles.

The writer of this recalls that on the receipt of this order tren-
eral Cookk finsisted that he would .disobey it, and was only deterred
from doing| so by the earnest advice of those arcund him, who
thought t?\ v knew how suigidal such n course would be under the

conditions which then obtained in that army. I have since regretted
that I oppoded the infraction of orders. Bnt I was very young then.

there could be only one result to thix course. STUART
, unimportant though it was in consequunces, and the
was unworthily thrown on the cavalry and on General
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Cook e by the nninformed. owing to antruthtul statements of those
whe kn\:\\‘ better. but wepe wihing to aveept a .\r:\)w;_rmw _—

It was not long aftev this raid by STUART t‘h:u (ln; Conte cld(;::
encouraged by e inertuess of the Army of the lntnmfn-. u‘m gl
A\lv(,‘l‘r:l.vl,.a.\‘. attacked the right wing of the <;ll'll-|.\' u“lh?r Fite Jom
PorTER. fighting the battle known as Gaines .\11”.‘ - T 0

During the carly part ot this hattle the 1 niomarmy hv}; i
wround aild gained from time to tiate some nmutrml -|‘u-ui~’~.l . ‘l‘Il. it
\\\‘us only h-n‘\p(w;u'}'. In the afternoon the writer ot tlns.\ ) Cu‘li-
cral (‘JOK!»:S direction reported at the headquarters Df.( wl ‘ ,“,‘l'
manding General on the field, Frrz Joux l’n.RTER. and :i‘urtnf.: l.h_d .
tvn-l:nw:‘ there heard read a dispateh from Gieneral ._\lr(. l..l'.l.l..?.\ g}on.
eratutating PoRTER on his speeesss w_\oml with «h‘r\-c\f«T\‘\;‘ ‘\?
Th'ivu the ;ulwls off the fickd, and to take from them their :lll‘l .\-l.\.
At the time this dispateh was being 1‘\‘:}11. the cnemy \\‘\'ll'\" l-lnfll‘l;l_:
onr troops to the rear. Husty p\*c]\m‘:}lmm \\'f'x'u ‘m:ulv mr't”u-‘!f-‘
treat of the beadquarters. and m'm‘_\'th.mg wils in the mostwrete u«.
coufusion.  No orders ¢ould be olrtmincnl. and 1 n-tnrfu:d 1()f.n1l.\
clitet reporting the coundition ot u?’t:urs‘ It \\‘;h :l])‘:\:ll'ol»n) 1:““.
movements it our front that the Confederates womd.nm ¢ .~n|,rg. (\
effort to torce the lett flank of Fitz Jous )"ni.lrzx.-i (-n.nn'n:nn‘,.'m-q
cutting it off from the bridge over the ‘.lllt‘l\::lll()llllll.\.M'\ol it
from SI«‘(.'x,r:l.l,.\x’s army and capture or disperse it . -

It wis growing Jate.  Botb armieswere exhaused by the c.;n-
tinns of \\\.c dav. But the prize at hand was well \-\'urt.h the ¢ n:{t,
and the Contaderates with renewed strength were h}_fh\\n{; -ln :\:\\ l:
their victory complete. The Union cavalry commander so\zlo' t‘n
situation at a glance. The cavalry had .l)ocn .postcd behine 8
plateau on the left bunk of the Chickabominy. \w.:nh ground m 1\(»
front free of obstacles and suitable for cavalry action. T<.\ ll'ne.n%v 1

front of the cavalry the batteries of the reserve artillery were smf-
tioned. Here I adopt the description of ”10 battle from ”lt? p'en o
a brilliant cavalry officer of a new generation. \'ﬂm. telis of i m- lf\f
history of the Fifth Regiment ot Cavalry. Captain SWIFT. . He says:
“‘\.t the battle of Gaines” Mill on Juue 27. 1862, th‘:‘ r.o;:l!!lﬁnlt ‘].cr.«.
formed its most: distinguished service. On th:}t d:\}.. it “‘f‘ q»;”:;_
membered. the Confederate army.-rcu‘\ﬁ.»rccd by the coripf u.r. TONE-
waALL JacksoxN from Northern V "'gfm,“' mm‘ie})ﬁ)ur. \::lp; \:m :w-
tacks upon the Federal wing ‘under Firz J?u..\ (:mr::\.cm\s W o
cupying an open plateau, with t,c-m?nrur) 1nu;t:;g i tlw.(:hick“.
Powhite Creek, his left protected by the marshes v he Chicka
i ve dee ranks,
hominy bottom. The sluggish creek flowed throug\: ai (P; ok
concesled by beavy timber: the high ground of ‘ll\g,'lp.zl‘i;ﬂ va
free of obstacles and suitable for cavalry over a strip varying
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400 to 1,000 yards in width; and in the breaks of the plateau. in
rearéof the extreme left of our lie were massed the weak cavairy
brigad¢s of PriLip ST. GEORGE CookE. In frout of the cavalry the
batteries of the reserve artillery were stationed.

“It| was after 7 o'clock in the evening; the sun had sunk
belof the horizon, the heavy smoke of battle was hanging thickly
over- the field, and each attack of the enemy had been made and
won. Dnly the cavalry and a part of the artillery remained on this
part of” the field. A brigade of Texans, broken by their long ad-
vance, under the lead of the hardest fighter in all the Southern
armies, came running on with wild yells, and they were a huudred
yards from the guns. It was then that the cavalry commander
ordered Captain CHARLEs J. WHITING, with his regiment, to the
change. No one had blundered; it was the supreme moment for
cavalry, the opportunity that comessso seldom on the modern tield
of wlar, the test ot discipline, hardihood and nerve. Right well was
the task performed. The two hundred and twenty troopers ot the
Fifth Cavalry struck LONGSTREE]'s veterans square in the tuce
WHITING, his horse killed under him, fell xtunned ut the teet of the
Fourth Texas Infantry. CHAMBLIsSS was torn almost to pieces with
six wounds. SWEET was killed. Ouly one of the other officers was
unwpunded. In all, the loss in Killed, wounded and missing. was
fiftv:eight, and twenty-four horses were kuown to have been killed
Unsupported, and almost without officers. the troopers were stopped
by the woods of the creck bottom, veturned. re-formed. and were
soon after opposed to the enemy in covering the retreat of tie Fed-
eral army.  Two days later the same troops were engaged at Savage
Station. The guns which were in condition to retire were saved
The facts of that charge speak for themselves.  No action was ever
more worthy a poet’s genius; no cavalry charge was cver ridden
better or against more hopeless odds of numbers.  In other lands
every survivor of Balaklava has been pensioned and decorated.
The'German nation will always delight over the record of its cav.
alvy at Vionville and Mars-Ia-Tour. and the great Chancellor was
nevdr s6 proid as when he embraded the sons who rode ju the ranks
on that day._. The memory of thi sacrifice of French cavalry at
Sedan is still a balm for many: wounds. But while CARDIGAN,
Brepow and GALLIFET, each in hig own land, received every honor,
it ix strange to relate that WHITING was dismissed for alleged disloy-
alty a few months after Gaines' Mill, reinstated after the war, anil
mustered out of service at the consolidation in 1570,  The action of
the cavalry received the censure of the Commander-in-Chief, and
has since been given as the reason for the removal of General Cookr
trom the command.”

The events of that day at Gaines” Mill are pictured on the mind
of ‘the writer of this imperfect sketch as on a never fading photo-
graph. The details of the battle are as vivid as if they had occurred
yesterday. As the Confederates came rushing across the open in
fron{ of the batteries. bent on their capture, one battery nearest to

our position was seen to limber up with a view to retreating. [ rode
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hurriedly. by direction ot General CookE, to its Captain, RoriNsos,
and orderced him to unlimber and to commence tiring at short range,
canister.  He complied willingly. and said. as if in extenuation of
his intended withdrawal. that he had no support.- I told him the
cavalry were there, and would support his and the other batteries,
The rapid fire at short range of the artillery, and the daring charge
of the cavalry in the face of an exhausted toe, prevented, without
doubt, the enemy seizing the Chickahominy bridge and the capture
or dispersion of Frrz Jous PorTER's command.  All this was due to
the subject of this sketeh.  No tarther advance was made by the
Counfederates, and the tired and beaten forces of PoRTER withdrew
to the further side of the Chickubominy and joined the Army ot the
Potomac in front of Richmond.  The cavalry withdrew last as a
rear cuard, atter having turnished torelh and litter bearers to the
surcgeons of our army. who did what was possible © care for our
wounded lett on the field.

[t was a great surprise to General CookE anel his triends to find
in the Records ot the Rebellion: publishing the events ot the war. a

*statement that he was relieved from command in the Army of the

Potomac tor his part in the battde of Gaines” Mill. Tt is my belier
that this statement was an afterthought, as T know that General
Cooke was relieved at Lis own written request, atter the Army of
the Potomac had arrived at Hartison's Landing in Nugust,

Tiwe thet that T know that Geweral CoorE telt keenly this asper-
<ion on his character as a soldier. has indaced me ta sive more
extended notice to this episode in his military caveer than is per-
haps< quite appropriate in a paper such as is the present one,

Traly, as Captain SwWirT intimates. inany of the ¢ountries of
Europe General CookE's conduct at Gaines” Mill would have been a
theme for poets, and a source of honor from the government,

Atter Gaines” Mill the cavairy of the Army of the Potomac had
no history of which it had reason to be proud. until tho reorguniza-
tion of the army with Hooker i command. Tt~ emascniated ranks
were diverted into additional orderly. wuide and <couting duties
until there was nothing united of the unfortunate mounted torce in
suficient strength to constitute o reasonable command tor a field
oticer. This ﬁlct. couple® with the incompetence of his superiors
in the handling and treatment ot the cavairy, led General Cooke to
tequest that be be relieved trom duty with the Army of the Potomae.

He was assigned o court-martial duty in Washington, and re-
mained until Augnst, 1s63, and a few weeks thereatter he was
assigned to command the Baton Rouge District, Departmientor the
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Gulf:', and remained upon this duty until assigned as General Super-
intehdent of Recruiting Service for the Army. May 24, 1864 e
(:pnti:inlled upon this duty until 1866, when on April Ist he was
assigndd to command the Department of the Platte.

ir m April to July, 1867, General CooKE was a member of au
examitfing board for promotion of volunteer officers to the regulur
nrm',', nd a member of a retiring board from September, 1367, to
May, 1869, on the 15th of which month he was assigned to the com-
manil Pt the Department of the Cumberland, where he remained
until taensferved in May. 1870, to command the Department of the
Lakesd

Gerjeral CookE continued in ‘this command uuntil October 29,
1874, when he was retired, after forty-six years of active service.
sucly ag has not fallen, nor under existing conditions, can ever again
fall ';o he lot of any other officer.

Hisfory was made so rapidly during the eventful years from
1560 t9 1365, that the period immediately following has received
but scant attention from historians us yet. No duty cver performed
by grn}y officers required clear judgment, high-minded patriotism
and jpagient forbearance to a greater extent than wus necessary in
dealing with the muititude of unprecedented questions arising
under ghe new conditions which prevailed in the South, and un-

stinted] praise is duc Generals TuoMas, CANBY. C00KE and many
othetr gpllant men who held commanids there during the reconstruc-
tion jpetiod.

Thrpughout his varied career General PHILIP ST, GEORGE COOKE
gavd ud an example of loyalty. professional pride and devotion to

‘dutyl it} its highest sense. He was the incarnation of a cavalry

soldier.] His greatest ambition was to excel in this, his favorite arm.
On theffrontier he gloried in making long and rapid marches with-
out ipjary to bis borses. During the war he was among those who
thoughy that the legitimate sphere of cavalry action was mounted
and o the crisis of battle. He was a splendid horseman and always
look¢d pvery inch the soldier while mounted on his spirited, showy
hors'?. He wus a chivalrous soldier, a consistent Christian, a model
gentleman. ) I

It cpnnot but be that in futdre years when the hixtory of the
Uni?n‘ cavalry is written, that|the name of General Puivip St
GEOBGE|CooKkE will stand highegt in the role of distinguished cav-
alry jgegerals. Though others fdllowed him who. owing to the fact
' tood by army commanders, gained
ing.

MILITARY READING . TS USE AND ABUNE

By FrooT LIet1es N1 MATTHEW P sTRELE B Cavamn

FPVIE army i< ever astride of o bobby, Within the remembrance
ot most of us it bas rviddden military sivoaling to an owept
and isglorious death.  Then it mounted target practice. a beast of
long lite and '_’l'\::lt endurance. At last, however, this good steed’s
baek is swaved. and he sbows other signs of decrepitude. wWhich
make us tear that he may break down under the weight at the
Krar Jorgensen. with its terrible length o range and hoavyt cost
ot cartridge. ]
Besides. the army is no circas rider as to its hobbies.  ltrides
them one at a time, and a new one has been saddled and brougsht
torth ——the cult of literature.  The whole service seems to have
cone to letters, and our chief ambition: just now, appears toibe
convinpce oursetves and the world at large that the pen is mighlicr
than the sword —an undertaking not quite loyal to our craft. !
CARLYLE savs: o Iu every phenomenon the beginning regiains
alwavs the most notable moment.” and yet of this phenomegon it
1~ hard to say precisely when and where was its beginning, Many
of us are old cnough to remember when it was not. Less than a
score of years ago the students and readers of the army —cespetially
students of military subjects proper —were sporadic and exceptional.
In @ review of Mr. Ropex’ recent work, - The Story of the Civil
War.” The Nation (No. 1334). reterring to the condition of the army
at the outbreak of the war, says: It is notorious that very few
army officers had built upon the beginning made in the Military
Academ¥. or had the opportunity, if they had the will. to continue
industrious study. It was an individual question as to what prog-
ress each had made, what qualities he had developed. and what he
was competent for. When these things are candidly weighed. it
does not appear so clear that there was # class of protessional
soldiers,™
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The same may even be said gf our officers within the last decade.
Not so to-day. Now we are all feaders and students, students at any
rate. whether we will or no, tof] such is the edict of the Lyceum.
If we cannot name exactly the jmitial hour of our literary tever, we
can, nevertheless, trace its devJ_ opment and progress by the prin-
cipal events that have marked ok influenced them.

The first real interest in proﬁ:‘ssional culture among officers. as a
class, came with the"founding of the Military Service Institution in
15378, This was the work of foui officers, aud the service owes them
a very large debt of gratitude® These officers stated in their call
that the “design of the association contemplates protfessional im-
provement and interchange of views upon military matters, es-
pecially those calculated to promote the interests ot the army ot the
United States.” (Manual of the Mil. Serv. Ins.. 18533 Right well
has the Institution fulfilled its mfission.

One often hears it remarked that the Jowrnal of the Military Service
Institution is mainly an artilleryjlorgan: yet, strange. it seems hard
for an artilleryman to win the gpld medal tor the - prize essay.”

The next impulse was given{|by the tounding of the Nchool of
Application for Infantry and Caflalry at Fort Leavenworth: but the
impulse was feeble, and its earlyfresults were scarcely an earnest or
its later accomplishment.  The |pchool struggled along tor several
years, gaining little in vigor or |nfluence.  Few young men sought
the detail to it. Those who took|the course did so under compulsion,
and manifested their contempt tmr the school by nicknaming it - The
Kindergarten.” But the last few]jyears have wrought a great change.
The school has begun to tulfill :10 purpose for which it was created
by the War Department—a wn:F college - for umbitious young ofti-
cers who desire to take an advaticed course in their protession.”

After the college at Fort Leagenworth, came the organization of
the Cavalry Association. Stran

e it had not preceded it—the place
of the cavalry should always bejfin front. This marched along tor
several years, gainin‘g strengtlli the while, and with its cavahy
clatter, finally sroused the infangry. They then formed an associa-
tion and started a professional gin.  The artillery in the meantime
brought forth its Artillery Journdf pure and simple. The rumbling
of the three arms wakes up the feadquarters at Washington. which
takey command “of the whole fdrce, sends forth its Lyceum orders,

and sets up the Burean ot Militgry Intormation.

% These otficers were “ a colonel of infaniry, a colonel of cavalry (retired, a colouel of the
Adjutant-General's Department, and a maj t of the Judge-Advocate-GGeneral's Department.”

Though their names are not given, I believed they were Generals STANLEY, FRY, RODENBOUGH
and LIEBER. i

‘
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[t could not be expected that Congress woull sit gquictly by andl
let all this puss without saying a word or taking a hand. It was
beginning to look as it the body military was on the point of foract.
ting its subserviencey to civil authority. The free institutions of the
Republic were in peril. Congress must do something. So it tra-
viiled and brought torth the act requiring examinations tor promo-
tions —a noble and hopetul ofspring, one that is destined, it properly
nurtured, ( not nursed to effeminacy, nor overworked to an antimely
death o to lead the army to a high state of” practical cultare.

Muoy thinking officers even believe it alone could be mude o
keep alive the spirit of stady in the service withont the support of
Jdaily recitations at the Lyeeam. There isno doubt that the liability
of losing one’s pramotion, nay commission. is a right sharp <spur to
an otficer’s ambition tor protessional fnprovement: and that the
otficer who will not vrespond to this spur would henefit the service
more by creating a vacaney than by risinge to o higher grade.

From these centers, o wave ot |»x'n11-~~i«||nul calture has swune
ot in widening circles, unti] to-day it reaches every little garrison
and well nich every individaal in the military serviee, Tt~ bonnds
are pot limited to the commissioned otficers it reaches into the har-
ricks ot enlisted men.  Literary associations, with their book< and
papers. exist in hundreds of troops wied companies, and every fort.
night or so sees another regimental or garrison paper started, with
an enlisted man tor its editor. :

Unddonbtedly what has muwde our progress in protessional caltnre
possibile in the past few years, has been the concentration into arger
carrisons, and the comparative intrequency of [ndian troubles,
Lone, havd marches, and canps o hundred leagues trom gareison or
postotfice, are not conducive to the stwdy ot haoks Whether the
lntter conditions will make better soldiers than the SHERIDANS,
StrarTs. Hites and Taowases, trained under the tormer, must be
left for the next war to decide.

But is there not dancer of too much reading and study in the
army?  Undoubtedly professional education is now our hobby: and
unquestionably the world bas ridden to its present state of ad-
vancement npon hobbies, for the hackbone of a hobby is en.
thusiasm. and nothing has suceeeded without enthusiasm. Yot
by observation among  his civele of acquaintances —examininge
himselt the first of all—any one of us can see the evils that Bacox
has pointed out: = To spend too much time in studies i sloth; to
use them too much for ornament is atfectation: to make judgment
wholly by their rules is the humor o the scholar.  They pertect
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nutare and are perfected by expericnce. * # % Crafty men cou.
demn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them.

he sloth that too much study induces is. apparently. ot both
mind and body. When too many books and authovities are to be
recdllected and pondered over, conclusions are slow to torm. This
muy; be of no consequence to the philosopher in his closet. but o
the soldier in the field it is fatal. Cavalrymen. above ull, huve no
1imé to ponder and weigh. It is better to move to the charge. even
thoygh the consequences of repulses have not been carefuily caleu.
lated, than to stand pondering until the enemy’s squadrons are
upob you. General ScHOFIELD recently remarked of some one.that
“heibad too much sense to be a good cavalryman.”

The annals of the war between the States. as has often been re-
marked, do not argue the side of the military student. The great
students on cither side, those who knew NAPoLEON's maxims by

* heant, and could “rewrite ‘Jomini,” if the last copy had been lost.
and/quoted Marshal Saxe in familiar chat, were not always the
most suceessful in battle and enmpaign.  Of all the heroes ot that
w:n'; whether under the stars and stripes, or under the stars and
bars, General SHERIDAN was the one whose vecord as u tighter and
as ukleader of men in battle or in the search of battle. nvost appenls
to the real cavalry soldier’s admiration and emulation: and it i~
doubtful if he had ever read one of NAPOLEON'S maXims, or seen a
copy of “Jomini,” or heard of Marshal SaxE.

he military biographies of Europe point the same lesson. The
grea@test reader in our service to-day. an officer who lives in books,
worships books, dreums in books. no doubt. and would have the
walle of hearen lined with books, labored, in u recent magazine
artidle, to prove that the world’s great soldiers were lovers of
books. But the evidence and argument he adduced tuiled to sustain
the ¢ase. FREDERICK THE GREAT aftected literature. but not military
literature. He was the “Poet King.” Colonel CrossonN. in his
artit}le, admits that «it is not eary to find much of the literary about
the two English generals, WELLINGTON and Masrsoroven.”  The
latt@r could not evenspell. [GorLpwix Syurru.] The interence is be
did not read. '

«NapoLeoN had a regular dnmp library and cabinet editions of
works in art, and so forth,” says Colonel Crossox, but that he read
all these works history deposeth not. I do not believe he did: he
llnfiino:time to read such quantities of books. About all that we
are told NaroLeoN ever studigd were ¢ Plutarch’s Lives™ and the
“Ca#npaigns of Turenze and Frederick.” His lutest biographer.

-
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Prot, Stoave. says: - He had not even the consolation of having an
edueation.”  We may be sure that what time NaPoLEON wave 1o

dudyv was tor g definite object. Geography, not the strategical and
I:u‘(i:*ul theories of military literature, was Lis chiet study —thie
geography of the world. and how to ]T[IT Pari~ at its center. The
map of Furope was engraved upon his heart

o, abeol of the modern seneral, whoe is held up as the <hintuge
sxample of the study-bred soliber of sueeess. But voy MoLTKE
wite o tiere closet student ot hooks His studies always hiad one
goels b thne: st it was how o whip Nustria, amed then a1t was
how to whip France. Whatever atfected his subject he stadiced
He baed o particular problem to waork out. just as Captain Eaps had
o buildine the St Louis brodee, and be prepared himselt tor it

Lioteed. the oreat vewders of the worla have not been its greit
Aetors, its creat thinkers  Thev may, as CARLYLE puts it tell the
wniver<e what o'clock it really i< but they do not make the whee's
ot the clock tarn  We are not told that Episos isa wreat reater .
that Frntoy wis, or MorsE, or WHITNEY, or FRicssoN or any of the
men who have given complete revolutions= to the clock ot progress
These mien ~ee and think, aud above alll work. .

Not in scienee. nor in art. nor in business, nor in oartms, not even
in letters. are the leaders ddistingnished by maeh reading = The
Antoerat of the Breaktast Table “savs: o1 always believed in lite
vather than in books<" and it is sand tiat he never read a book
throneh from cover, to cover [ HENRY Canor Lobse ] Later
e Hotses completes this thonght by sayine in sOver the Tea-
cnps. I yon could stick to yvour veading day and night tor firty
vears what a learned idiot von woulll become long betore the halt
.l‘t'll(lll'\' wie over."  DiekENs lack of reading was notorions, i
]viiﬁﬂ‘l':li"l\‘l' undertakes to prove that bhe had read - Robinson
Crusoe " and a few other of the books every ~chool-boy reads,

It ton much study is sloth, what must be said ot too much ot
the kil of reading we give ~o many ot the valuable honrs of our
lite to?  ldle, uus.\:-(‘huir reading.  No habit is casier titllen into
than this kind of readine. and none is less pardonable. It destroys
an officer’s activity as no other habit does. It is the worst form of
laziness. and no sin is s0 destroctive of o soldier’s efficiency —
especially a cavalry soldier’s —as laziness. Some of the best soldiers
have been drunkards. MARLBORNUGH was a scoundrelt SKOBELEF
was a1 moral leper: but they were all active, as every other soldier
has been that has sacceeded.

ExErsox savs: o The student is to read history actively, and not
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passively.” Aye, he is to read anything actively that he expects to
derive any benefit from. Passive, easy chair reading is but an
apongy a man makes to his conscience for doing nothing. When a
manistands or sits upon his mqade~ his mind is more livety than
when he lolls in a heap upon hi4 flesh and bounes. ‘The braiu works
bettar when the spinal column ig erect. The only reasoning animal
ix the only animal whose backbone is upright, and man did not begiu
to reason until, in the course of pnis evolution, he rose from all fours
and stood oun two legs. i

The world has not pioduced"P man that has made more out of u
small gift of brain that StoNEwAlLL JAcksox did.  Ie was naturally
dull, slow of perception, slow ot jnvention: but his record u~ u
cadet, as a college pl'ofessor, as & fighter, tells what use he made of
his poor natural gifts. All he kijew he learned by hard study: and
he studied always standing upom his feet, with his book on a shelf
in front of him.

Some men read simply for Ll) purpose of telling what they have
read; This is as despicable as filling one’s shelves with handsome
bindings, regardless of their dontents, or with blocks of wood
painted and gilded to look like pets of standard works.

QOther men read tokeep from having to think. The mind cannot
rest, except when it sleeps, and i cannot sleep all the time. It will
keep.on thinking, remembering

; . building castles or dungeons, if one
sits idle and awake. Other mgn play solitaire, whittle sticks.
draw figures on blotting-pads wifh a pencil, to occupy their nnnnls
Shll other men there are, angl many in the army, who read too
much to have any time left to acfl or to think.  Assoon as they have
done|one book, before it is digapted or considered, they are in an.
other.. They do not know the @xhileration of an original thought.
If ,thLey go through the form of thinking, they must do it in quota-
tation marks. They can onlyjtell you what somebody else has
written, as if you could not read it for yourwlf if you were pleased to
A thought comnceived in a|man’s own brain, whether it he
strong or weak, whether it be wise or foolish, whether it be right or
wrong, if it be but his own, is wiprth more to him than ten thoughts
borrowed from some one clse.j] And yet, ax the “autocrat™ says,
fwe get into a way of thmkmg as if what we call an intellectual
man,’ was, as a matter of u)ul-s#, made up of nine.tenths or there.
abouts -of book-tearning and onp-tenth himself.” In no calling is
the ttuth of this remark betterlexemplified than in ours of to.day.
We cjhll an officer “up in his prpfession,” according to the number
of professional books he has rdpd. We think he knows all about
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training horses, if he can talk Baveugr and RAREY and ANDER~oN
all about the veterinary and sauitury science, if he has FitzwyeraM
in his book shelves: the whole art of horsemanship, if he has read
DwyYER's Seats and Saddles, thau which no book wus ever tuller of
strang-out and spread.over theory, or cmptier of facts and horse
sensc. when put to the test of actual practice. We think an officer
that can quote SHaw and draw his diagrams, knows the whole sub.
jeet of minor tacties: it" he bas studied Vos Scusint and TRENcH,
he i~ « finished cavalryman., and. if he can talk <Jomini™ and
~Hamley." and has kept ap with Prince KBarT's Letters and Conrer-
sations. which are keeping up with the = brook.” he i= prepared to
command a corps.  And all this whether he can ride his own horse
over a ditch or a fence. or no. whether he can command his troop
or platoon at squadron Jrill. or no.

Reading, to be of profit. sheuld bave one of two objects. It
~hould be cither to get information tor a detinite purpose. or to get
recreation: and reading that ha~ not one or the other of these ob-
jects in view is time wasted.  Every man. even a soldier. is entitled
to a certain amount of recreation daily. ALFRED THE GREAT took
eight hours. but each min’s conscience and leisure must be the judge
of what be needs. When a man takes more than they atlow him.
he turns recreation into dissipation.  This is so whether his dissipa-
tion takes the form of hooks or strong drink. By recreation. how-
ever. is meant neither rest nor idleness: “for, whethier with books or
with buse balls, it ought to he active, and a soldier’s rest ought to be
sound sleep.

»There are few truer trivmphs or more delighiful scunsations
than to obtain thorough command of one's sclfl” says Sir JoHN
Lursock. The officer who can Jay down a delightful book. in the
middle,of a delightful chapter. and go about these duties, of which
there are hundreds daily, not announced by call of trurapet. and not
under the immediate eyve of his superiors. hut attention to which
marks the distinetion between the slothtul and the active officer. has
obtained this command of himself.

There are officerd who appear to think that the chiet end of man
is to read and study.  Instead of treating studies merely as a means
to the accomplishment of a purpose. they make everything else hend
and vield to them. They do not study with the determination of
ﬁtlin.«,: themselves for some particular duty, cither of the present or
the future: not even for knowledge or the power there is in it
They study for the simple sake ot studying, just as the miser hoards
for the sake of hoarding.

o
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The mind is so ordered that
a hope, a possibility, or even a
the Txturo. It is doubtful if th
single child or youth who has s
dencly in his manhood, and gov
even! doubtful if there is a llc
seriously said to himself, -1
and tlirects his studies and his
self for the position.

[t is for nearer and lesser gogls we strive.  Each attainment is a
step.apon which td rise to a hig
to-'J:;I#y appear larger to our m
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t cannot fix itself upon an ambition,
ertainty. which lies indefinitely in

e is to-day, in all our millions, a
t his ambition to obtain the Presi-
'ns his daily lite to that end. o is
tenant in all our service that huas
Il commaund the army some duy

;onduct with a view to titting him-

wer ambition.  Even the trifles or
ntal vision than great things off in
The issue of & game at billiards or
ur. our whole eftort and aspiration.

the perspective of the future.
whist will occupy, for the balf h
to the utter exclusion of the col nelcies, general’s star<. and all the
othed honors amil glories the filture may have in waiting fir e
The thought of the moment, with its little pleasure or trouble ~huts
out the contemplation of the cntf{l ¢ hereatter,
Np doubt it would be a ke to suvcess amd a title to greatiess,
the ability to look right over intgrvening months and years, and fix
the eye upon the highest point |h the sceale of ambition,  And ver.
this lfn'opl.t of aspiration has lH‘:Ul antages. How many wood <ol
diersiwould pass into their old n-fc and retirement with the sorrow
of any ill-spent, or the grievance of an ill-appreciated lite?  How
many! graves wouhd be filled with the dust of disappointment ir we
all, ip our youth, sighted our llnbf[iuu at a general's epauleties?
No, if is the sinall honors in ~|«'m, and lesser laurels in reach. one
strivgs after, and not the great ones beyond the horizon,
We should make use of thiy pritciple to aid us in our studies,
We should always have some sparial object to study for.  We know
that gan officer will learn more inja week when his examination is at
band;than he will learn in the \\‘:‘mlo winter's course of' the Lycenm,
with (his promotion only & vague promise of the tfuture. He will
stud}J his text-books harder to ﬁnd out how to skilfully commanid a
corpsjof leaden blocks in a gnmu ;of Kricgsspiel to-morrow, than to
command a corps of bodies and qouls in that indefinite future. - the
next war.” He will sit up later working out how to rightly build a
road br a bridge next weeck than he will to learn how to destroy a
railway or a ship canal thirty or forty years hence.

Tado much reading, even of the right kind and in the right way.
begets too much theory, and at. the same time makes one depend
more npon his book-learning than upon his own resources. .\n offi-
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cor with a hiend tull of theories i< Hable to have no roonm Jett in it
for practice.  Of more use to the service are the praciieal, unlettered
<oldiers. like that ol Trish captain who said ot himself, - Mi head
is not crnmmed wvid theories out ot hukes, nather am oi much ot a
Iveeum panlparrit: but whin of <it mi saber stheappedon me en ni
legs astroide oF mi harse. mi hewt i~ pricount wid fdeas.”

‘ It too much ~study of other men ~ methods, also, there i~ danwer
A blind tollowing, :1;1‘I Janzer ot appiving their methods when our
comditions are ditferent. One of the real pleasnrees ot readding i< tie
<ugrestion or awakeuing of new trains of thougeht, different trom
those of the writer, perhaps upon o sabject entively apart from his
Wasinzetoy Jra NG sl that. often, when be did not reel i the
humor to weiteowhen his Lewld and Il woubl ot mespomd 1o his
will tor work, he wouldl Lav down s pen amd take up some favorite
anthor.  Atter rending o tew pages. some thoueht waould be <o
cested el he would bosten to wreite it nhis manusernpt. togetiner
with the tradn ot others sure to tothow

The ciose ally of miittary reading is military werting - FEacb o~
dependent upon the other 1o its support wel i

Some officers have o queer way ot rocarding a man s efforts at
the pen—a way full ot impaticnec, apparentdy of contempt, possi-
biv ot envy. Tllv_\' ~eize the Hoor and taranrae tor an hour at a
lil.llt'_ ir':mA\' ot their audicnee lnwers that long. about Srhe tever tor
rushing inhtn print.” They declare over and over azain that they
wish the Cavarey Jorryan and all the other service magazines
were in the plice where it never freezes, They are forever going
to stop their subseriptions —a< i anvhody cared. - Foeery soipot'a
leutenant —sceond lientenant —appears to think he has some wis-
dom to ~prewd in print, tor nen to read who were in the serviee
when he was in swieddling-clonts” s one of their thvorite texts,

These ranters witl fav hiold on yon—the whole dozen of yon —
in the Adjutants office in the morniog: in the club in the evenine,
awd pour out upon you their vials, nay barrels, of wrath against
these would-he army writers. They are the same men who vawn
of a wmorning, and tell yvou how l.xrc they sat up the night betore
reading, and repeat to you colnmns and pages, all of which you
have read for vourself. but you are too polite to teli them so. - Hours
and hours ot valuable time evervone ot us has to vield to ~uch bores
at some time or other.  Like rheumatism. they are one of the ills
of them military service, which one can escape only by an early

death. .
How different with the man who puts his little say in print. He
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moJestly invites you to read it.] If you do not care to bother with
bim{yon skip him, or toss the whole magazine iuto the fire. that you
mas] run no risk of meeting him again. You are not compelled to
givd him your attention, or else be rude to him, axs is the case with
the Fanter aforesaid. But once a year iy your time, not to say your
atteptioh, given by compulsion to the officer who commits his
thoqghts to writing—that, of course, is when be reuds you his
TL.ycpum essay.

Much benefit is to be del'i'ved from writing. Baco~said, - Read-
ing jmaketh a full man. conference a ready man. and writing an
It also gives one a definite and immediate object to
for. It recalls to his memory the marked passages in his
rite books. It makes him search records and authorities.  He
nly learns more about thé| subject he is writing upon than he
d learn in a lifetime of languid reading, but he also learns much
t collateral and other subjects in his research. New subjects
vestigation and pew lines of thought occur to him. which may
-for discussion in his next Lyceum essay.
en can talk by the hour without thinking: so can parrots. and
monkeys, if Mr. GAKNER ca) be believed. But neither monkey
parrot has yet written. ue cannot write without thinking:

he may copy, but that can hgrdly be called writing. which can,
nowhdays, be done so much badtter on a machine. On the other
hand, it is doubtful if there aral many men able to lead a train of

ht to a conclusion witheut|the aid of the pencil; it is too great
upon the memory to keep jbefore the mind all that lias gone
e. “Mental arithmetic™ ig only a question of memory. Jonx
s said he could not think without a pencil: so did CuaRLE=
Laxs. A good thought is a capticious and subtle thing. It isyours

risk [catching it with the memotfy at another time.

And now, finally, what should we, as American soldiers and stu-
denﬁs of the trade of arms, reffd? By authority of Congressional
act, the Regulations provide ti ft the Quartermaster’s Department
shal| «“furnish transportation{for “the professional books of all
offickrs of the army * * * which they may certify as belonging
to them individually and pertgining to their official duties.” XNo
doubt this generous and thoughtful provision bhas had much to do
witl] the growth of the literary{ppirit in the service. Officers could
ill afford the expense of carrying their books with them as often us
theyl might be ordered from ond station to another. But a book, to

w
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be of real use or pleasure. must be at one’s hami. Education is not
~0 much what one actually knows as what one knows how and
where to look for. | The best lawyer does not have all the law and
the decisions by heart. but he knows what books o tind them in:
and the engineer does not burden his memory with tables and
Jozarithms, but gets them out of his manuals when he needs them.
So with us and our books  We want them where we can lay our
hands upon them.

It any book i~ worth the time it takes to read it. it must have
something in it worth going back after at some other time. The
- Purt of the Breakfast-Table” suys “the toolishest book ix a kind of
leaky bout on a sen of wisdom: =ome of the wisdom will get in
somehow.”  When I read a book, I want to own it and have it with
me. for T know I shall want to go back to it. soon or late. to look up
some passage that has left the outline or shadow of its substance in
myv memory. | do wot believe T have ever rend a book of which
th.is i= not t'rue; and [ suppose it is so with every person. Borrowed
books are but a momentary satisfaction: they are like a dict of weak
broth. which fills. but does not stay with you.

But how far are we limited in our ownership of books by the
words. « Pertaining to their official duties?”  This ixlargely a ques
tion of individual conscience. and conscience is a question of educa-
tion. Narrowness of conscience. which is bigotry. is usually the
result of ignorance.  Our official duties are wellnigh as numerous
and as \'m\-ious as the occupations of mankind.  In a lecture o the
students of Woolwich. Ruskiy said:  + While for others. all knowl-
edge is often litthe more than a means of amusement. there is no
form of science which a soldier may net at some time or other find
bearing on business of life and death. A youug mathematician
muy be excused for languor in studyving curves, to be described only
with a pencil: but not in tracing those which are to be described
with a rocket. Your knowledee of a wholesome herb may involve
the feeding of an army. and acquaintance with an obscure point of
geography the success ot a campaign’

If this were true to English military students, how much more =o
to American.  Surely the officers of no other army are liable to be
called upon for such various duties as those oftours. If we are not
all ~Jacks of all trades.” the roster must always be ready to furni=h
some Jucks for every trade. and there is o telling what duty an
army officer may be put at next. Ouwy drill-books and munuals of
tactics and strategy are not by any means the only books we need.

We must know how to build. to sursvey. to bargain and trade. to
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teach -any subject from grammar u
vate a gidrden or manage an eating

to the science of war; to culti-
wuse; to telegraph o messaue
or run #n engine; to draw up a cotract or detend a criminal: to
groom a fhorse or teach a clasy in hij pology: to build w foot bridee
or destray a steel one with gun cotthn: and to do tens of thousanis
) of other things which no man in
ever have to do; and above all, to b
"tlemam”| This phrase is the pass

uy other one protession would
salways an cotficer and o woen-
rt to our shelves for any book
we woulg\ have there. which cannotjgret in under specitic class.

Ther‘ may have been a time, bak in the dark age of ignorance.
when a gentleman was simply a gedfle man.  Not 50 now., all moral
argument to the contrary. The comipound word has an inseparable
air of culture about it. It is the arn
of the educated classes, the colleg
Imvyers,“surgcons, and the like.
confines ‘his reading and studies ta|his law or theology?  Sir Jouy
LusBock says: ‘“Concentrating oy attdntion too much on one or
two subjects defeats our own objectfiand praduces u feciing of lis-
taste where we wish to create intgfest.”  Every protessional man
knows this, and as far as his time allows, gives his reading a wide
range, and each one, as well as b ‘
wlvice: “To read everything of su
thing."” :

- officer’s title to the fellowship
professors, writers, clergvien,

ut what lawyer or clergyvman

can, follows Lord Brovamav's
ething and something of every-

1
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THE PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
THEIR APPLICATION To METHODS OF SUDPPLYING
HORSES FOR THE CAVALRY SERVICE:. WITH <Uda-
GESTIONS FOR THE REMOUNT OF THE FIRST
CAVALRY.

By Frest Loroin s b GATREVITHL Fiess Cuova i

\ ILITARY administration. in the restricted sense ot the word
pe as used in this discussion, may be detined as the syvstem by
which the regular army is provided with men, with horses. with ail
the \‘llll]lliv\ necdtul tor the pertormance ot nlili(:n"\' duties, with
means ot transportation, and with money.

We propose in this paper to discuss cortan prisciples of military
wiministration, ll_xcir bearing on or application to the methods off

supplying horses for the cavalry, with smgcestions tor a particular

cuse. For the principles enunciated we will scareh in the writines
of recognized authorities.  For o deseription ot the evils arising

trom departures trom those priuciples we will endeaver to add to
farts drawn trom the recorded experience of others, some within
our own experience: and tor the remedying of those evils we will
avail ourselves of the suggestions of others adding ~uch conclusions
a~ we have arrived at after some study. observation and reflection,
Without practical suggestions. we may say that a mere criticism of
existing methods would have littde value.  Ttis easy to find fault,
but difficnlt to provide adequate remedies. Some there are who
delight in tearing down. but who cannot build on the ruins.

We propose to advocate a system of regimental administration,
by which some of the details of administrative work now centralized
in a staff department can be performed under the control of regi-
mental commanders.  For the efficient performance of such work
of detail. and for the resuits obtained, these commanders would be
accountable 1o higher autbority.

¢+ The recruiting of soldjers for the cavalry, and the procuring aud
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training of cavalry horses, are two problems of military aduminis-
tration; which, in our humble apinion, can best be handled by
eavalry] officers, and should be controlled by the colonels of c:n-uh-_\",
each fo'r his regiment. For these §wo articles of supply (horses und
soldiery) we will.maintain that thé methods of procuring by adger-
tisement for sealed proposals, awarl to lowest bidder. and inspection
by civilian experts, are alike inapglicable.  Other articles of supply
there probably are, the manufacture, accumulation and general
managément of which can be ajflvantageously lett to the sttt
departments.

Clothing and equipage, arms &nd ammunition. the bulk ot the
subsistance stofes (not perishable),medical supplies. and an immense
variety,of stores of dll kinds, can bg procured. stoved aud distributed
ander the administrative control| of the staff chiets of the Wur
Department in Wushington. But efen in those matters the tendeney
to centralization of administrative control amd the extension of
super\'i‘?ion of the central office
grown }‘\'ilhin recent years until, i
seem qualified to speak with nnder
string=.’ Thus, in the administration ot the Quartermaster’s
Deparugwnt, to quote from one of {ts prominent offfcers: W tind
that not only general, but in a lgrge measure. detailed control i~
exercisqd from the QuartermasteriGeneral’s office. For long. long
years, thom the foundation of the Government almost down to about
nine yenrs ago, the anthority delegated by Congress and the Presi-
dent tothe Secretary of War was, il;x many respects, partly delegated
in turn,to commanding generals and other officers. I athude now
more pasticularly to the question |of” expenditures. Al at once it
was held that the actual and dirdet authority ot the Sceretary ot
War was reqnisite in each and every case.  No general order, rezu-
lation ar decision was promulgatefl that a new construction of the
laws was to be enforced ; it was brgught about by the rulings ot the
Department, and the time-honored | practice that had secured to the
order of a commander the prompt Lmd zealous obedience of his sub-
ordinate, in matters relating to money and property, became largely
a mattep of uncertainty, both to th { commander and his subordinate.
The practice was instituted of forwarding all estimates for supplies
and requests for authority for exppnditures to Washington. so that
each case is now acted on singly, inkolving not only delay, butfien
long an( vexatious correspondencel about trivial matters.” [ Lieu-
tenant-Colonel J. G. C. Lee.] i

To cite a case in point: At ajfrontier station a barrel of thin

y trivial details, =eems to have

the opinion of <ome who woull

anding, ~ the army is in leading.
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coal tar which would cost but a tew dollars, was needed tora par.
pose, provision to meet which was ik down in the prescribed
< rules for stable management.” l.ubli~ln--| by authority or the Secre.
tary of War. To prevent and stop gnawing ot the woodwork of
corral, fence, mangers and picket-tine. requisition was made by a
In)np:(-nnun;uulcr. This was torwarded, through regular channels.
to llnf/ﬂﬁrc of the Quartermaster-General  Back. through the
Commdinding Geneval ot the Department. comes an cudorsement.
signed by @ captain of the Quartermaster’s Department in charge o1
wome branch or other of the Washington office, simply intorming
the Chiet Quartermaster of the Department that bis request tor
authority to purchase is not approved. No reason given. no alterna-
tive coutse suguested Does not ~uch treatment make children ot
ns all?

v Are we ta asstane that that offiee is the best intormed anthiority
on all points: that it knows o/ down to e most minute local e
cumetanees- that it alone can see afl awd vightdy juldaee alt” I
directs all jtseltl” [Bl.'.\THN ]

Time bis been when ot our =eattered and isolated postssnearly
all lientenants heeame practiced in wlministrative matters. and were
entrusted with diseretion in numerous routine expenditures Thev
received practical trabning in the duties ot the staff departments,
and were often selected tor stat duties ot supply Cat department
headquarters and with laree commands in the field. and became ace-
customent to responsibilities whith our young officers pow dread.
Nowadavs, at many of our large modern posts. even the regimental
nl\mrtcrm:\ﬂcr's position i< a sinceure, the uties beinge )»vrtin'uwd by
acaptain and quartermaster assigned from Washingion, and whose
routine Jduties are to an extent eontrolled trom the Washington otfiewn

Will not the tailure to entrust our line oficers with administra.
tive responsibilities in time ot peace make them weak. vacillating,
unegual o emergencies in time ot war. when such duties must be
thrust upon them? Will these new methods develop aclfrehiant.
qualified officers of known expericnce and fitness tor such duties?

Officers present at this reading are well aware that acting quar-
termasters of’ one counli»;m_\"l)osls were formerly not atraid to incur
considerable indebtedness. inthe manner customary among business
men. and with an absence ot complicated formalities, in the full
contidence that a certificate ot the necessity and the approval of
their immediate commander, wonld see them through. Is this true
to-day ?

We are hedged in at every turn by contract requirenients. even
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awards to bidders cannot be mgde without correspondence with
Washington; an endless round of reports and paper work keeps
an offiver worrying at his desk ¥when he should be out doors and
about supervising repairs and imjprovements, or should have time
to attdnd to the needs of his department. Is it imagined that by
the invention of all these checks| and Lalances. these vouchers and
sub-vouchers, there is any real chieck on honesty?  Men who would
steal are likely to observe all formalities necessary to cover up the
wrong-doing. ;
In this matter of procuring |horses for the cavalry. what has
been gecomplished by the introdflction of new methods, new restric-
tions, mew laws, the adoption of fhe contract system. the inspection
by ci%‘ilizlns hired by the Quaftermaster’s Department. the dis-
pensilig with the services of cavalry officers, and the absorption ot
the eytire management, down t
master’s Department, independen
of tro&')ps? Let us truce the prog
When the First Regiment of cffvalry was scattered on%i\'\- or ~ix
of ouu:, northwestern States aund [Tervitorvies, one troop was usually

minutest details, in the Quarter-
t of the control of any commander

ress of these changes,

the all;olment of cavalry at each gtation.  When horses were newided.
application for funds was made t¢f department headquarters, and the
necessary amount was promptly flaced to the credit of the locul post
quartermaster. The latter distrijted handbills and posters through-
out the district and among sudh persons anywhere as might be
likelv to offer horses. Anybodyfleould bring in a horse on any day.
ha\‘e'lﬁim examined by the trooplofficers preseut. and it tound satis-
fuctory, the deal was consummatgpd, the seller received his check and
went f)is way rejoicing.  Usuaally] each horse was ridden by one or
more of the officers. Often a hgrse was kept a few days under ob-
servation before a decision was grrived at. The department com-
mandpr, baving in view the prafailing prices of the locality, pre-
scribgd the average in-ice. e

Tl;ie prices paid were the lowgst obtainable.  Middlemen or con-
tractqrs did not get the large profits which they do under the prezent
system. The owner of a salabfe horse did not have to go to the
contractor in order to get the hdfses presented for examination.

\Vle got the pick of all the saddle horses of that section, and our
regiment was better mounted inj/those days than it has ever been
since. Every captain was sat|sfied with his horses. they being
largely of his own selection. Lieutenants were taught the points
of a horse, and learned bow (g inspect and to know u good horse
whenithey saw one.

MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 19

Who more
And r\n* whom c¢o
or how dQuld o

,

A3 J‘“ do well by the troop than its own officers?
censure, if merited, be more promptly visited,

Hsibility be more surely placed?

Along in the éarly S0°s it was the practice in some military
departments to up\ﬁoinl a board of otficers from the regiment re-
quiring horses.  These officers were sent into localities where suit-
uble horses were obtainable. and they inspected and bought the
horses,  These purghuses were made in apen market at best obtain-
able rates, subject ?0 the rvestriction that a certain average price
should not be exceeded; in other words, they coulid pay what each
horse was worth, and were given a certain amount of money to buy
the authorized number ot horses.

These were good business methods and gave good results, and
were satisfuctory to the cavalry. but it seems that these methods were
objected to by the Quartermaster’s Department.  Practically the
business of supplyving horses for the cavalry was tuken out of the
hands of the staff department. and we find that department taking
steps to have the law changed about 18336 s0 as to direct that all horses
be purchased by contract, after competition duly invited by the Quar-
termaster’s Department, aud an inspection by that department. This
waus the severest blow from which our cavalry service has sutfered.
Thus was the business taken out of the hands of those fitted by
professional knowledge and life-long experience to manage it. and
given exclusively into the hands of a burcau. the members of which
are permanently separated from the cavalry service, and as a result
are not likely to understand or care much about its needs, and who
are responsible to no cavalry commander, nor in fact to any com-
mander of troops.

As a result of this contract system we have seen. in 183=, stock-
men of small holdings at the mercy of the speculator who had
secured a large horse contract. They had good horses, and were
auxious to avail themselves of the government market, but could
not offer their horses direct to the representatives of the cavalry
who had come into their neighborhood with the contractor.

Assuming that the latter was receiving from the government
about $120.00 per horse. these officers were neverthelass powerless
to get horses worth that sum. They had to take a lower grade of
horses, for which the contractor paid about $80.00 each. These
horses, perhaps, technically filled the bare requirements of the con-
tract; but under the system of purchase in open market, we could
have secured a far better lot of horses, paying the owner, not the
speculator, say 8120.00 for a horse worth that sum.
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Thé government, in manyingtances, was thus put to a direct loss
of abolln $40.00 per horse. Thefe horses were bought under orders
from department headquarters, ahd inspected by o ficld offiver of the
regiment, assisted by the regimgntal quartermaster aund the veteri-
nary surgeon. Thus the regifhent was at least represented by
agents:who were identified with{lits interests.  But the resistance of
these oﬁicers to the contractor'sijpersistent efforts to put in inferior
horses,. kkept them many weeks giway from their station.

More recently, the plan had|come into vogue of having our re-
mounti horses bought in a largh Eastern city, by a depot quarter-
master, acting under orders fron] the Quartermaster General's office.
without, it would appear, any advice or meddling from regimental
officers, and outside of the cofjtrol of any military commander.
The renorda of these horses shofy, not only the purchase, but the
mspeu,jlon, made By one officer §f the Quartermaster’s Department.
Presuniably this offider was “agsjpted " in the inspection by a civilian
“expel{t," so called. Here we b

ve a system which operates to de-
prive d¢avalry officers of any vdjce in a vital matter, upon which
depends the efficiency and use
carried to its logical and extre

As bas been said by a cavalr]
is a reversion to the methods iof the first days of the Rebellion.
which :filled the government cdfrals with thousands of worthless
animals, and which resulted ﬁnally in the establishment of the
Cavalry Bureau, by which mefns’ the inspection of the horses
was placed in the hands of cavilry officers. The improvement in
the cliumcler of the remountd which immediately followed is u
notewprthy fact in the history ¢f the Civil War. The feeling that
cuvalry officers are unduly pafticular in making inspection, and
that cavalry boaids are obstrjictive to the rapid transaction of
businéss, has frequently found gxpression in the utterances of offi-
cers of the Quartermaster’s Depaptment. and it is believed that their
preferbme for inspection by their own methods is lurgely based
upou the apparent diminution jof labor and trouble in procuring
horsed. There is but slight doubt that as long as this system of
purchase is retained, busiues.s‘_ can be conducted more smoothly,
and with less trouble to the Qu: rtermaster’s Department. through
the mesns of a citizen inspectpr than by a board of cavalry offi-
cers.” [Hagris.]

‘This law (of 1886—7) has bean in operation long enough to have
afforded us a fair test of its pradtical workings. It ix believed cav.
alry aﬁcers are practically unammoue in denouncing it. That law
]

T

Iness of their arm of the =ervice.
conclusion.
officer with a war record: -« This
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hus tostered a system of supply which does not supply.  Here we
have a troop of cavalry (enlisted stength, fifty-nine) with but
thirty cight serviceable horses. The number ot really good saddle
horses can be counted on one’s fingers. A scout of twenty days
showed the majority not fitted for serious work; a dozen were lett
by the wayside. Others made their rider's lite a burden. The
pride of a cavalryman ix taken out of him when compelled to ride
these plugs, The recruit luses heart for soldiering when he finds
what sort of a charger has been assigned him. The taults, the de-
fects of these horses are varied but numerous, amd need not be
deseribed here. They are tound generally among horses procured
by such methods, and other writers have done tull justice to the sub-
]L‘kl

[t may be said that it is the duty of the inspectors to prevent

this by refusing to accept horses of interior quality.”  Let us ex-
amine the specifieations e, .. > Horses to be suitable in every respect
tor the cavaley service.”  This isa glittering generality. not in any

proper seuse a specitication. Only a pertect borse would be - ~uit-
able in every respect.” and we cannot get perfecet horses,  The ex-
pression might be held to comprise well trained horses: but tarmers
and stockmen do not raise either recruits or hovses with a military
truining, as~ a rule.  This requirement cannot be enforced. and
should have no place in the specitications. By demanding too much
it detérs from bidding men who are not familiar with government
methods, The experienced government contractor knows that such
a requirement is tmpracticable. and he pays no attention to it. He
Kknows that the inspector must refax, that it is absurd to demand
pertection in a horse. It would seem. by the way, that the proposed
change in the specification so asx to read, » Without blemish or de-
feet,” ix open to a like objection.  Any specification that cannot be
rigidly insisted upon, opens wide the door for laxity of inspection.
Moreover. an inspector who makes himself disagreeable. or who,
for instance, rejects nine out of every ten horses presented. is liable
to find himselt suddenly relieved. The contractor will complain
that he cavnot furnish such extraordinary horses. The Quarter-
master’s Department will tire of the delays and complainings.
Before proceeding to the third stage of this discussion. which has
in view the suggestion of the establishment of a regimental depot for
the procuring and training of horses and recruits, the writer deems
it advisable to fortify the position he holds. to intrench the ground
on which he stands.  Lest it might seem presumptuouns and ill-
advised for one of the writer’s rank to recommend what may seem
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whi¢h we apply to this problem are not new, but have been drawn
from recognized, standard sources of information: that the efficacy
of the present system of supplying horses has been questioneit by
one of the chief advisers of the Secretary of War; and that changes
in the direction we propose have been vigorously urged ever since
the pdoption of that law -of 1856.

B Ve quote now from BuxTox's text-book on « Military Administra-
tion": «“The more administration is made a regimental concern. the
better. Once make it the business of regimental.officers to attend
to these things, and you will gee the activity with which they will
wort for the good of their own regiment, and for that of the service
itnellf. What is needed is a system under which officers may grow
in Kifowledge and sclf-reliance, instead of one so witheringly chilly
as t}f nip their zeal and narrow their views, And we may be allowel
to Helieve that with regimental officers thus educated in regimental
administration, we could always find a certain stock fitted to carry
oujlarger administrative duties. * * *  The army must be
in & poor plight indeed which could not supply the necessary ad-
minfistrative officers for field service when a cam paign was imminent.
* [* % We contend that it is a dangerous thing to create
molLopoIies of certain kinds of military knowledge. by trusting the
prattice of such knowledge to specialists.”

All officers who may rise to importurﬁ. commands should have
prai:tical experience in staff duties. But if the present much vaunted
protesses of consolidation go on, and the tendency to centralize all
adnhinistration continues, and only the mombers of non-combatant
corps become experienced in matters of supply in time of peace, how
can| officers of the line acquire administrative experience without
leaying their regiment and going into a staff corps?

We quote again from Buxron: ¢The announcement that a goed
offiter has resigned his combatant commission must be as paintul to
hirh ‘as it is saddening to others| It is the death-knell to legitimate
ambpition of tEe best kind. As a substitute for hopes now flown
forpver, his mind must, almost necessarily, betake itself to magni-
fripg the importance of the special duties to which be finds himself
reltgat.ed, and thus closed departments have a& tendency to self-
asder'tion and to indifference towards one another, whereas the good
of ithe army can only be secured by a thoroughly harmonious

’ T
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working of all its parts. The more administration can be made a
regimental business, the stronger will be the organization.™

Licutenant-Colonel J. G. C. LEE. of the Quartermaster’s Depart-
ment. in an article published in a service journal a year ago, has
ably and it seems to us, conclusively shown the necessity tor retormis
in the administration of that department in the direction of decen
tealization. 1 have already cited some ot his statements. [ cannot
omit his remark that - any system must be impertect which all agree
must be largely abandoned with the firing ot the first hostile gun.”

The Inspecter-General’s Department. from the nature of the
duties of its officers, must come into possession of accuarite informa-
tion as to the vondition and needs of the service.  We find the fol-
lowing in the last annual report: - The system under which horses
are supplied has received a fuir trial, and has been more than onee
questioned, it not condemned.  Various sugrestions have been
made, but the only practical system. it is believed, is to establish
remount depots. whether regimentally. like the recraiting =ystem,
or otherwise.  The horse should be well bred. and might be two or
three years of agdé when ~ent to depot, where they shouald be as cure-
fully instructed as our recruits ave.”

Major W. P, Hatrr. now of the Adjutant.General’s Department,
and on duty in Washington, has written the following: - We must
have the proper material to begin with.  This is not turnished, and
the fuult is with the beatd of the burcau making the purchase. which
lets the contract tor turnishing cavalery horses to the lowest bidder
This results in our mounts being sapplied from a cluss ot horses
known in the market as - plugs.”  Occasionally a pood saddie
animal will be obtained, and as a rule cach troop of cavalry has two
or three. and sometimes four on five decent saddle horses.  The
average - plugs 7 now purchased tor the cavalry last trom three 1o
four yvears. and rarely becomes fit to ride. The very few good
saddle horses which dritt into the service lust ten or fifteen years,
and are then sold with many regrets # % & When it is
considered that this matter has been represented time and again
during the last quarter of a century. by oficers who have made a
life study of our cavalry service. it would certainly scem a matter
of surprise that a sensible method has not been adopted in so im.
portant & matter as furnishing remounts for our cavalry. This
trouble is not, as we have betore stated. in the assistant-quarter.
masters or the cavalry officers making the purchase, but is in the
head of our bureau system of supplies.  These heads are. as a rule,
appointed from officers who have been the longest absent from any
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tact or touch with the line, #nd as a result know and care least
abput its requirements, and thej are responsible to no one taking
any interest in cavalry horses. [We believe a former Quartermaster-
Ge¢neral is responsible for the !
hofses by contract to the lowest{bidder.”
In the English service the purchase of remount hovses ix por-
formed regimentally ; and the Byjitish cavalry is splendidly mounted.
In the French army the remgant regulations arc framed with a
dw of obtaining a thoroagh exploration of the horse-breeding di-.
tritts by the beard of officers which buy in each district, and the
importance of buying at first hagd from breeders or owners is par-
ticplarly dwelt upon, with the ndcessity of avoiding all transactions
with dealers or middle men. )
Major HarRis, retired (forméply captain First Cavalry ), in 1552
pointed out what he termed “‘spme of the defects ot the present
deplorable system,” and offered the following suggestions: * First,
thd abolishment of the contract aystem of purcbase, with its inspec-
tions by citizens; and second, the establishment ot an invariable
sydtem of purchase in open market by boards of cavalry officers.
Tho amount appropriated by Copgress for cavalry remounts should
be apportioned by the General off the Army among the several regi-
ments according to the nceds of fhe service. - The disbursements of
thé several sums should be madglby the regimental quartermasters:
undler the direction of the colondls of regiments, who should desig-
nagje the officers for the Board of {Inspectors, which should be a per-
manent body in each regiment, cpmposed of the veterinary surgeon
and a suitable number of officers:] The horses should, ax far ax prac-
tic#hle, be bought at the headqyarters or principal station of the
regiment, or as close as possible hereto. * % The rivalry
between the regiments would cagse the commanding officer to exer-
cise close supervision to see that fhe amount allotted to his regiment
wa§ expended to the best advarl age, to the end that his regiment
shauld not suffer in comparison |with others as to the character of
its mounts.” | ,

o the foregoing suggestions pf Major HarRis I beg to otfer the
folleing remarks and amendmefpts:
\First. The system would 1
respects, to a.condition of war, |

—
d— .
g g M e

co

bresent system of buying cavalhry

v

t be found applicable, in some

i . .
ISecond. Rrom the annual appropriation a reserve should be set
aside and held until toward thejend of the fiscal year. to provide
for pmergencies. ’ ;

'Third. The regimental headiquarters is often moved about. and
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is not alwavs in an accessible station to which breeders could bring
their animals for sale.

Fourth. 'There are manifest advantages in having a fixed. not
movable. place of purchase. in a locality where suitable horses are
raised in sufficient numbers. Such permanence of place of pur-
chase will develop and encourage reliability ot source of supply.

Firth.  Itis now practicable to have for the regimental depot
tor recruits and horses a permanent location in a district where the
men and animals are readily obtainable. and where they can puas<
through a period of probation and training before being sent tor.
ward to the regiment, whether the latter be in campaign or at vest.

The regimental system of recruiting has been suceensfully estab-
lished for the First Cavalry. and is managed under the direction of
the colonel. [t has been pointed out that this method of recruiting.
ax at present counducted. ix open to the serious objection that it
would not do. in time of war or active campaign, to forward to the
regiment in the ficld these raw recruits, withont previous training
or equipment.  To remedy this. there should be established in the
center of the regimental recruiting district, in other words at Des
Moines. Iowa. not merely a recruiting office. but a regimental depot
where the men can receive ciothing, equipment and training.

There should be constructed a station for a cavalry squadron. to
he known as the ¢ Depot Squadron of the First Cavalry,” with
model stables. riding hall and gymnasiuiu. and all of the buildings
and improvements now considered essential for a post of not Jess
than two troops of cavalry.

The combination of the recruiting station with a remount depot
is casy and natural. and the advantages are ohvious,  The writer
knows that suitable material is there obtainable from which to train
our chargers and troopers.  Our blacksmiths, farriers, saddlers and
hor<e-breakers can be taught there it not ehtained ready-made.

[n time of emergency, when it may be desired to bring our
squadrons up to war strength. we should have a reserve to draw
upon. Men who have received a cavalry training should be im-
mediately available,  The abseuce of such a reserve has been one
of our weak points. Under our regimental system these reserve
meg will be found in our regimental reerniting district, where there
will be residing many men engaged in civil pursuits, who will have
served three vears in the First Cavalry.

Suppose that. in one of those sacrifices pretiy certain to be de-
manded of cavalry in our next great war, a squadron is wiped out
of existence in an hour: or that cur regiment meets with the sudiden
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loss by death, capture and casualiics of several hundred men. Our
regimental depot will be equal u? the task of filling the depleted
rankp; and it will be done promptly and in a satisfactory manner.
It will not be necessary to hastily recruit among the slums of a
great city and forward such raw, undesirable material direct to the
regiment as hag. been done atter some of the disastrous atfairs that
have| occurred in our past histery. In the outburst of patriotism
which such an occasion evokes, these reserve men would even bring
with them to the depot their own mounts. if need be.

OL.H' regimental depot will interpose at once a buffer and a satety-
valvd between the squadrons at the front tor on the trontier ) and
the mﬂu‘( of green material (men and horses) from our district of
supply.

For the scattered companies at our frontier stations. it is annoyv-
ing and unsatisfactory to have one or two recruits come strageling
along in the course of each month of the year, absolutely ignorant
of anything military, and without any idea gf military training. In
time of active campaign it would nmot do at all. It ix well-nigh im-
pruu:lcable to give good mllluu'y‘untructmn to a squad that does
not c¢mpnse a set of fours. '

Nor should new horses be ship[')cd over a thousand miles, ax they
are now, before they have been subjected to the test of a few months’
use and observation at depot of purchase. It would be better if they
could :be bought at the age of aboutithree years, and given a military
tr umh«r at depot, instead of buyi 1ng‘ them atter they have been given
an unmlhtur_y truining.

There should be, both for horse and recruits. a weeding out or
slf‘tmg process before they are sent to the frout. The most con-
scientjous and painstaking recruiting officer will occasionally make
a serious mistake, or be deceived, apd horses that pass the most rivid
inspedtion at time of purchase may turn out to be unsatisfactory for
cavalry purposes.

Ddfects and unsuitability, and inability to stand military training,
or a ﬁ%ilure to develop any capacity for improvement in the direc-
tion olf military usefulness would be discovered during the period of
probation and discipline at the depot. The course of training would
be unjform for the regiment instead of different for each company.
and it;could be given under more favorable conditions.

Th{e strength of this depot squadron (the number of soldiers and
horsesi kept at this station) would be variable. The aggregate
numerical strength of the regiment being fixed by the War Depart.

MILITARY ADMININTRATION. 117

ment. and the existing law requirving that the number of horses
<hall not exceed the number of enlisted men. thiz depot squadron
furnishes the safety valve for a tlexible regimental administration.

The cadre. or framework. the officers and non-commissioned offi-
cors. would have to be selected with reterence to special fitness for
the work of the depot. The details ot the depot and of its manage-
ment can be worked out by those most concerned, after it shall be
authorized.  The necessary legislation will not. it is believed. be
difficuit v obtuin.
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| TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAX,

f By LIEUTENANT CARL REICHMANN, NINTH INFANTEY, U, S, ARMY.

>

TWELFTH CONVERSATION, (APRIL 4, 1886) —OF THE TRAINING OF THE RECRUITs.

H.i After what you have told me of your priuciples of remount
training I can well imagine bow you want the training of recruits
haodled. I think it is your wish to have every recruit make a
certal? progress in riding before you combine them in squads.

S. | If that were possublc 1 should consider it the best way, tor
the rldmg instructors, even trooptommanders themselves, sin much
by slighting the fundamental principles of riding. particularly the
acquirgment of a good seat during the period of recruit training.
and by not making the young riders firm in the seat from the
beginning. The rider with a loose seat sceks support in the bridle
during rapid motion, and -thus injures the horse’s mouth.
only fails to retain control of the horse. but diminishes the amount
of food taken by it, since, with the pain in its mouth, it cannnt
chew Rard fodder. You may observe that during the maneuvers.

H. | In war, when horses cannot be spared, it must ¢nd in their
death.

S. |Then so many sabers are absent from bWefore the enemy.
FREDERICK THE GREAT said: « Soigne: les details
pas pour la victoire.”

H. | The truth of these words of the King was no doubt con-
firmed {by his experience in the Seren Years' War, [is cavalry,
unsurpassed to this day, and trained in detail by peace exercises.
performed magnificent deeds in the firat campaign. These deeds,
however. diminished in number as‘the war continued, though the
tried leaders remained. The reason was that men and horses so
thoroughly trained in detail, perished.

S. iAnd the war left no time for similar detailed training of the

He not
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recruits, Que of the King's first cares after the termination of the
wiur was to resume the training of the cavalry in detail. He gave
inspectors to the cavalry.and ~aid T nd introduit des Tnspecteurs
dows b cavalerie pour cyaliser Ls rogiments, paur pair les troupes plus
sowrent ef tewir la matn o Pervoution e mes ordres. I est vrai gutid y
o de bons genereanr ot de hops clers eopegiments o mais il nlest pas plus
tiredde de 4‘lhui>‘lr QUATFe (HSpectours pogudes g tant de chefs qus powrant
aroir darillewrs de laovalour ot e hoagies qualities, want pas celle de
neontenr Uordre You see the Great King sought a guarantee for
the success of the cavalry, not only in good feading in battle, hut
also in detailed instruction.

H. Ir T anderstand vou right. von would like to sce EDELs-
HEIM s method of heginning the recruit training introduced in our
service. vach recruit being separately taken on the longe and con-
firmed in his seat at all gaits with band< crossed bhehind the back,
betore putting a rein in his hands. ‘

= It certainly would be the best way if. as I <aid once before,
we had a sn;’ﬁ('ic;\t number of instructors, and more particularly.
men who know how to handle longe and whip.

H. We have to train each vear twenty-eight to thirty-four
recruits per squadron. if you will permit me to base my caleulation
on the figures we agreed on the last time, namely, three four-year-
volunteers wnd twenty-five three-yvear men, or one four-vear volun-
teer and thirty-three three-year men.

S, Allow. in addition. oue onc-vear volunteer. also some loss
trom the number of privates through promotion of fonr-year volun-
teers to non-cammissioned officers. through disability. ete. This
los~ must be made good by additional recruits to keep up the full
complement. The .-:qn:\«lr(’:n thus may casily have thirty-six or furty
recruits.

H. To take five recruits per day in riding, one atter the other.

i< abhout as much as one instructor can o,
S Let him take nine men. three squads ot three men each, whae
alternate on the horse during the same hour, at the beginning of
the recruit training the instructor would thus give instraction during
three or four hours per dayv. which is entirely practicable, We used
to need four or five recruit instructors.  Nuppose we had them in
the squadron, vach instructor woull still need two assistants for
Jonge and whip, and cach squuadron would need eight or ten men
who understand riding s that vumber cannot be spared every day
tor three or four hours, because the breaking of remoeunts and
training of the squadron have to go on at the same tine,
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H. EbpkeusHery, [ understand, has three recruits instructed at the
same time. One rides, the other two handle longe and whip under
- the instructor’s orders.

8. The only weak point in thls system of instruction is, that
such expedients have to be resorted to.  Longe and whip are dithi-
cult to manage properly; such menjalone 2s understand riding can
do it. 'In the hands of recruits they may do much evil to man anid
horse. ‘

H. How would you go to work| to impart to the recruit a cor-
rect seat and to confirm it, before eftrusting him with the reins?

S. - In view of the great number of recruits which join the
squadron at the same time, we aro uhable to make the rute ot proy.
ress of the training dependent on the capacity of the individual, as
we do with remounts; all the less asithe recruits must all. by sprinw,
be “done” to such an extent that they may be placed in ranks as
combatants. i

H. Here we are bound as to time. Nothing remains theretore
but to carry on the instruction in riding at the beginning “en blor.”
Attentipn should at this time chiefly be paid to the seat. The riding

instructions contain detailed regulstions on pages 34 to 37 how to
do it.

S. Theae excellent instructions are, in most cases, not properly
observed. It is expressly stated, that at first attention” should be
given to the seat alone, that distances need not be observed. that
horses will, from habit, go one behind the other and need not be
led. Iask you, in how many squadrons is this strictly observed?
Is everywhere as much Stress laid on mounted gymuoastics as ve-
quired by the instractions?  Are thise gymnasties used everywhere
to confirm the seat at a hait, walk and trot, betore the management
of the reins is taught ?

H. .There is nltogether too little attention paid to gymé:mics
in the cavalry. Even dismounted, they are, in most cases, tuught
merely because they are prescribed, and not as a means of training
in order to give the recruit control over hix limbs, and impart to him
a decent military step. .

S. Mounted, they are of equal value tor the correct. firm seat.
and afterward for the use of thigh and rein without affecting the
seat. The time thus exclusively devoted to the exercises on pages
34 to 37) of the riding instructions is, as a rule, shortened too much.
Youn may observe that the recruits are mostly, if not on the first
day, then during the first few days,.instructed in the management
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of the reins. observing distance. or even in voltss when they are us
vet wholly incapable ot doing any of these things.

H. How would you like to have the recruits. as yet uninstruc ted
in cuiding. do the gymnasties mounted at a trot? .

< I putanold vider in the fead. let the recruits trot along be-
hind in the moderate gait and manover prescribed on page 34, the
reins knotted together, allow an oceasional hold on the mane as
awainst talling off. and make it short. T tell you it goes. and itgoes
very soon. too.

H. The recruits should then ride the oldest horws, which ohey
cvery command, by themselves
<. That wonld not be the most correct principle.  The recruits
~hould have the best horses in the squadron.  Under = best horses”
[ understand a combination ot lively gait and pertect and confirmed
training.  In this particular many squadrons make mistakes,  You
mav find that the twelve best trained hovses under the best riders
ot ;he preceding recruit contingent are combined into a kind or
model class in hall riding, for the =ole purpose of being able to ex-
Libit with one squad veat little tricks at the final ingpection in the
spring.  For warlike efficiency ot the whole squadron it is of no
vatue whatsoever. It simply deprives the recraits of the twelve
hest horses durirg their first training.  Justas the bert riders should
be put on the youngest remouunts. in order that the first beginning
of the training of the horse may lay a correct foundation. so the ro-
cruits should be put on the hest horses. I repeat:  -As the rider
trains the horse, o the horse will teain the rider.”  On an old it
plug the beginner cannot experience the correct rider fecling.
Though naturally gifted for riding. he will get a wrong conception
of the correct pider feeling it mounted on a =tift and torpid horse.
and the gitt is killed in the germ. The proper selection of a mount
for the recruit is of the most potent influence on the entire training
of the squadron, and especially on the smartness of the young rider.

H. Do you not fear that these lively horsex with fresh gaits w il
soon recognize the incipient horsemen by their deficiencies,ecome
friskv. throw the riders and make them diffident. a thing against
which the riding instructions caution so carefully ?
S. I mean to give to the recruits horses with lively gaits. not
frisky and ill-behaved horses. It may be that the animals notice
during the first fow days how little control the riders have over
them. There is nothing to prevent the troop commander from
having such horses exercised by an old soldier for half an hour pre-
ceding the riding lesson.  Badly broken horses should not be given
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to the lérecruits- If they are hard-mouthed and go on the forehand
as we sp frequently see, it renders the training of the young men
uncomionly difficult, more particularvly so because the hard mouth
causes the reins to be hdld tight and the young rider is misled trom
the beginning to hold on by the reins.  On such animals he canunot
learn hTw to let himself go; on the contrary. he will stiften him-~clt
and use|force with the reins, which is one of the greatest faults in
riding. | The correct seat is the first consideration: it is the touch-
stone of all riding.

H. iThe first part of the riding instructions says the
thing; in fact, begins with it.

8. Certainly; yet its observance is not sufficiently gencral.
A most excellent treatise on riding in the artillery by Huse has
recently appeuared (¢“The Uniform Training of Ficld Avtillery iu
Riding gund Driving.” Berlin, 1885, Voss).  The author very
(prrectl{' states that a correct seat is the first requirement.

H. [He poiuts out that in all lessons the instruction begins with
a descrlbtmn of the aids by rein followed by those ot thigh. and thut
that fact misleads most riding instructors to consider the aids by
rein as the first requisite. If the pupil is constantly talked to about
reins inithe first place, be will use them chiefly and tret the horse.

S. hat is because most riding instructors ratte off their iu-
structiohs during the lesson without thinking. stick to the letter
instead pt grasping the meaning. The riding instructions describe
all the mids, but do not give the order in which they should
taught. ! ' : ‘

H. Where the riding instructions speak ot the order. they in-
variably begin with the seat.  Thus in the section on the first viding
of the réu‘uit

S. Thut. section, as I have stated before, is rarely accorded the
requisite attention. The seat is the first requisite. Riding meuans
mastering the horse on which you sit.  Whoever wishes to play the
master Jllould not be insecure in his own position. For this reason
a corredt seat should be imparted to the rider before he is taught
anything else. When the rider once sits firmly in his saddle, when
he feels; at home on horseback, it will not be difficult tor him to
carry out everything else that is to be imparted to him by sub-
sequent |instruction. * Without confirmed and steady seat. a calm
and mtcdhgent handling of the reins, intelligible to the horse. ix as
mconcelrable as is the control of the horse iater on at drill, or the
efficient juse of arms. - Nor can a rider, who did not acqrire a correct
seat as zj‘ recruit, ever break borses properly, since a proper action
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of the rider upon the horseoa mutual understanding, is out of the
question.

H. That is pertectly plain. It the rider slides about on horse-
back. and in order to keep his seat. gives the animal every few
moments an unintentional chuck in the mouth with the one or the
other rein, the poor beast cannot know which of the reins are
meant as such aond which are not.

=, Very true: the greatest mistake one ean make is to condone
the =soldier it he secks tor support to his scat in the reins. A fre
quent. one of the most trequent errors, is Lo wive the stirrup to the
recruits too =oou, and before they have ac qunc(f]tln firmuness of seat,
security and balance necessary to enable them to move hands, arms
and lower thigh. tor the purpose of giving aids according to their
own will, and never involuntarily, for the purpose of keeping their
seat.  The recruit should not be wiven the stirraps until he bas
widened sufficiently in the crotchoand learned to turn the thich,
which. in most cases, ix too round tor riding. in the hipjoint thatit
may lie as flat as passible against the horse. Herve also there is, as
a rale. no distinction made between individuals, and all reeruits
receive the stirrap on the same day. That is irrational, for it~
plain that not all recruits can bave the same vontormation. and that
~ome require more time to acquire the seat than others.  Faults ot
~seat which creep in at the beginuing and become confirmed, are
very difficult to eradicate. It the recruit does not become suthi-
ciently  widened in the croteh he cannot encompars the horse
properiy, and will never learn how to let himself go: he canuot
it securely without hanging on, unless he cncompasses the horse,
and must therefore squeeze with upper and lower thigh, and seck
for sapport in the reins. The steadiness  the repose of seat. rests
on encireling the horse with the upper thigh. and it the rider will
let bimselt go. the horse will, Tt the rider stifens himselfl the
horse will.

H. It the recruit is not sufficiently widened in the crotebh. the
bones ot his seat will not be placed in the middle—he will thrust
them out backward.  The support of the upper body in vertical
position on the three points. the crotch and the two bones of the
seat, is rendered illusory and a free and disengaged seat impossible.
For th&s reason the riding instructions enjoin that care be taken ut
the beginning that the rider spread his legs as far as possible in the
crotch and let them bang naturally. It is also recommended that
at a halt he place his hands on the withers, spread the legs at the
hip jownt. push his seat torward, and then sitdown.
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$. This elementar) procedu,re is hardly in any squadron sutli-
uemly practiced, for as previously stated, without sufficient width
in the crotch, and gripping rendered posslble thereby, the man is
comipelled to bang on, to stiffen himself in order to retain his po=i-
tion, He will then try to accomplish by squeezing what ought to
be dccomplished by the balance, as it is called. He secks to gain
by gheer force what ought to be merely the result of the seat. [t
he is given the stirrup before he has eradicated this fault, into whicl
eveny rider is misled by the fear of falling, he will ever thereatter
tbr'lj'lst himself out behind, and stiffen the legs forward, more partic-
ularly in rapid paces, and seek more and more for support in the
reins; he is systematically made ¢o hang on by the reins.

‘H. In that case he is sure to {onstantly fret the horse by fulse
uidszof rein, when no aids are called for at all, and make the bLest
horse refractory.

- §. I recently saw an instance of that as drastic as it was comi-
cal:i A regimental commander had the recruits ride before him.
and one of them was to jump a ditch. He sat poorly, fretted the
horse with the reins so that it daturally refused the ditch. The
regimental commander commanded ¢ Halt!" « Reins Loose!™  Hip~
Steady!” This doune, be thundergd «“ Forward! ™ and at once. with-
out reins, the horse, with its rider, flew over the ditch willingly
enough :

H. You can see many such flictures of recruits uncasily stick-
ing at an obstacle and vainly jerking the reins.

S, The reasun is that this Wabit, when once confirmed, cun
bardly ever be eradicated. Such j§ recruit will never, in all his life,
become an efficient rider. For hofise breaking he is even more unfit.
He rjot only jeopardizes his usefulffess as a cavalryman, but impairs
the efficiency and durability of thd|horse. Care should therefore be
taken from the beginning, that thejrecruit does not fall into this bad
habig; Strict supervision to prevgnt undue haste in the beginning
of the instruction alone will do il The recruit must ride without
reins, or with very loose reins, untjl his seat is 80 confirmed that he
can ride all gaits without feeling anfy inclination or necessity to hang
on by the reins. He must sit wholly independent of the reins.

Does it not require too much time to get the recruits that far?

S! Not if the approved meandl recommended in the riding in-
stractions is applied. It consists|iin mounted gymnastics. They
impart to the recruit address, confiflence, self-relianee and resolution
on herseback. He must become sq disengaged in his seat, that in
movirg the arms for instance, bofh or either of them, in bending

? ’ i
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the body toward the ground. or in any direction. in turning the
rump, etc.. the legs be left wholly unaffected. and countinue to hold
the horse gently encircled. The same is true of the hand in which
the reins are. It must remain stewldy and unmoved, however forci-
bly the other arm may be used.  The necessity for any mounted
man being able to go through these exereises, should be explained
to the recruit at the very beginning, and repeated until he has ac-
quired this dexterity,

H.  Uunless the short period allotted tor training makes instrue-
tion in the handling of the reins necessary ere this, the recruits will
at once be able to handle them without altering the seat. and thus
giving unintentional. and therefore wrong. aids.

N, Earlier than this the management ot the reins should never
be taught.  The advantage of thisx dexterity. of the command over
the limbs for the use of arms, and for correet uaction upon the horse
on the part of the rider, is seif-evident.  Whoever strains his body
on horseback, stiffens himself constantly, will never come up to the
requirements, will never be a good rider or nimble on horseback.
Whoever stiffens himselt has no rider teeling, and makes the horses
hard-mouthed and numb.  But anyone. who has not from the very
beginning beoh made wide in the crotch, who has not been placed
deep in (he saddle, will and must stiffen himself the moment he
rides faster than a walk, as I just proved The more mapid the mo-
tion, the greater is the effect of the seat on the horse. It has often
been incomprehensible to me why so many riders who 1n the rapid
guits brace their legs forward in the stirrups. and drawiong in their
body, thrust their seat out bebind and bhung on by the reins bard
and fast, do not become aware of their own accord, that it is their
own fault —the fault of their seat—when their horses at the lony
trot or long gallop pull like mad. become unmanageable, and finally
run away; for I should think it is plain that when the rider. during
the rapid gait. changes his position and suddenly braces himself. it
must produce some effect on the horse. The more rapid the gait,
the more violent the motion, the more should the rider sit steady
and immovable. That holds good for any method of riding. When
fretted by the rider on the run, the jockey's horse loses its jump, the
soldier’s horse its position. When in rapid gaits the rider suddenly
takex the jockey's seat. he should not be surprised if the horse loses
its natural position and secks for firm support in the reins.  Many
riders are surprised at this, and in vain seek a remedy in sharper
bitting or auxiliary reins, when u steady, reposeful seat would do it.
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H. No animal in all creation Bas to stand such ill-treatment a~
the horse. |

S, And simply because the riﬁer is not firm in the saddle.  As
long as he is not firm in the saddl$, at home on the horse. does not
feel secure on the horse, he cannot,be considered fit tor war, nor can
demands be made on him which have for their object some correct
action upon the horse on the partlof the rider. Practice will make
his seat firm, provided he has, ip the first place, been put in the
saddle correctly. Therefore, I r¢peat it, and cannot repeat it too
often, nothing new should be tak

in hand until the recruit has a
correct, light and encompassing seat, and has become firm in the
sa({dle. '

H. It would seem to me as though of the time allotted to train-
ing of the reeruits, not enough cold be spared for this purpose. for
how. many things must the man not learn during this period of less
than six months.

§. The uime must be spared. 'The recruit once tirm in the sadidle
with a correct seat, everything else he has to learn will be child's
play in comparison. I would not give up one second of the time
required for it.

H. But you have just stated yourselt that the recruit training
is regulated by certain limits of time, more so than remount break-

ing..

$. In the main, yes. But no limit of time should be set to in-.

struction in the fundamental elements of the seat. In most cases
too little time is devoted to the first riding, combined with gymnas-
tics; that is, the preparatory exercises mentioned on pages 34 to 37
of the riding instructions, and for which 1t is expressly laid down,
that the recruit shall not begin to ride in the prescribed position
andiform until be has mastered them. If all due patience be exer-
cisefl, and nothing new taken in-hand until & good result has been
obtdined, the time 50 spent is quickly made up by the rapid progress
of recruits. Again I point out, that each individuality must be
treated separately. This rule is constantly violated, tor most squad-
rong give saddle and stirrup to all recruits on the same day, although
it is|expressly stated in the riding instructions that the matter should
be regulated according to every man’s individuality. The instruc-
tionls say: ‘“After the recruit (not recruits) has acquired an uncon-
strajned, secure seat, by means of the foregoing exercises, he must
learn,” etc. -

H. It requires much patienJe; not every ingtructor has it.

$. Any instructor who had to impart dexterity of body and

}
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nimbleness, must have patience. It he has not that patience. e is
not fit to be an instructor.  Patience is required in remount train-
ing: patience in the training ot recruits.

H. I bhave found that many riders contract the habit ot stitfen-
ing themselves trom fear of the vehemence and impatience of the
instructor.

N, That adds to the bad habit. The confident man alone can
let himsclt go. Whoever is atraid will stiffen himselt —whether
atraid of talling off or of the instructor's displeasure. 1 will not
mention actual ill-treatment. which used to be part of the trainine.
but is no longer so in our army.  Fear ot mere scolding by the in-
structor sutlices to cause stitfening.

H. Or the fear of punishment. T have seen troop communders
arder mien trom the hall into confinement on acconnt of awkward
riding.

N They deserved the arrest themselves. Whoever loses pa-
ticnee in riding may deprive bims=clt' in one hour of the fruits of
two weeks” work, not only as remount rider. but also as recruit
instructor.

H. I presume that you place muach value on individual riding
of recruits,

X [odividual ri«lin«_:*.- one of the most important things tor all
manner of riding, whatever may be the stage of training of mun
and horse.

H. When should the individual rviding ot the recruit begin and
the training »en bloc,” as you call it, cease?

S, As =oon as the recruit has gained some confidence and firm-
ness on the horse.

H. Evenin the period of preparation of which we were speak-
ing just now, and which may last for months before the seat is con-
firmed?

N, Certainly, even then.

H. How is the soldier 1o guide the horse. it he has not learned
how to bold and manage the reins?

8. Let him ride with very loose reins, and tell him only to pull
the right rein when be wants to turn to the right, and the left when
he wants to turn to the left, and leave the rest to the horse. In a
few days the greater part of the men will be 80 far advanced that
it is no longer necessary to have all the recruits move within the
square one in rear of the otber. which kills the spirit. They are
then combined in small groups depending on the number of men

-
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who are capable of riding at the head and leading the way, and
after that each one by himself.
H. What are the others doing meanwhile?

. They halt, correct their seat, go through exercises at a halt,
pragtice mounting and dismounting, or move at a walk with double
rank distance and go through the exercises while in motion.

' . That has the advantage that at the beginning the recruit
does not become so much fatigued and * riding throughout the
hou " is avoided, on which fast much stress is laid in the riding in.
structions, for the time of instruction is apportioned amony the in.
dividuals. . L

That is another of the advantages of individual riding of' re-
cruits. The main point, howeyer, is that the instructor can keep
kis eye better on each man than when the latter rides as one of u
group, and that he can correct ﬁlults before they become confirmed.
it becomes of equul impogtance that. the man be early made
congcious that tiding means mastering, and that the horse must go
whdre he guides it. For these feasons the recruit learns more in the
shont time allotted to him for individual riding, than if he had been
on the go throughout the hour behind the rest of the squad.

On the other hand riding in squads cannot be entirely dix-
pensed with, when all the recruits are to be taken in band singly.

. Noj; both should go hand iun hand throughout the entire time
of tho recruit’s instruction inriding. In the time of the preparatory
exercises, a8 they are called ip the riding instructions. riding in
squgds serves to render the reqiuit capable, by steadily increasing
lessons, to keep a correctly eucdinpassing seat, and individual riding
servles to instruct him in detq;l and to kill errors of seat in the
. During the period of jthe recruit's further training indi-
vidgal riding forms the training proper, and riding in squads with
distances merely becomes the proof of the exumple and means of
reg latmg the rate of the severpl gans
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the application of the aids by thich and rein. the men should be
given an opportunity to disperse on the most extensive possible
ground, and exercise (= tummeln " their horses individually.  They
remain, of course, under observation.  This should be kept up after
the reeruits have been placed in the ranks.  Now and then a man
=hould be called up, whom, for one reason or another, the instructor
wishes to take in hand.  Again. he should call the squad together
to inspeet the gaits, and convinee himself of the precision of the
viding.  In this manner you will vducate men who will be at home
in the saddle. and keep your horses tresh,

H. You spoke of riding on an extensive ground indicating that
you mean the reeruits o ride in he open: yet you said the lust vine

that the covered hall was for repjounts and recruits.

X, Whenever the \\'czltl,t‘lg
ficial 1o recruits amd horses, ™

Any wWay permits, it is more bene-
s their trainiug as well as for their
health. to ride in the open. When the cold makes the fingers st
and the man can no longer teel the reins, when the feet pain from
trost, and this pain diverts the attention, when the groand is frozen
hard and rough =0 that horses will go lame on it riding in the open
ceases 1o be of benefit to the recrnitz. and then you resort to the
hall: buat there they should ride exactly as 1 have just explained tor
the open. -

H. How far ds yvou think the receruit can be gotten in the art
of riding proper betore he is placed in the ranks in the spring ?

S, Not a bit tarther than the exervises in the first purt of the
riding instructions,  Artistic stde lessons are wnder no circumstances
to be permitted. Lessons on the double trail are entirely to be
avoided. The men canpot be suticiently advanced tor them it would
<imply result in senseless < Anieheln” of the horses. and render them
disobedient and dull 1o the aids. The men <houlbd be habituated to
leaving the horses alone when they obey.  Artistic teicks are not
needed for cavalry =ervice.  Except closing in, dressing back. and
turning short. they do not need anythinge. We should be content if
the men learn how to bring the horsed up to. und keep them at the bit,
That in itself requires very good horses, and atteuntive. intelligent
men. Nothing else is needed for exercising and controlling their
horses.  This lutter is a requisite tor the monnted man’s efficiency,
otherwise cavalry cannot make a compact charge. nor can the men
control their horses for rallying and tor the individual combat Tiie
superiority of the cavalry of FREDERICK THE GREAT consisted in this,
that every man had learned how to ride. i ¢. how to control the
horse. The efficient riding ot the men made the vehement closed
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charge possible which ovet;thrcwf[éthe opponent. The then manner of
charging bas be¢n lost, because 1 e men are now too little exercised
in practical riding and drill. |r
H. In this respect your view"  are diametrically opposed to those
of General vox Scaxint, for he gflemanded “the further training of
the recruit in side paces,” and ¢{that they be early taken in hand.”
S. If by «early” he means|ithat they be taken in hand before
the recruit has learned bhow to drill with the squadron. his views
are, it is true, diametrically opposed not only to my views, based
on long practical experience iy the service, but also to the first
precepts of the riding instructid: 8, which limit the recruit’s train-

ing previous to hisrbeing placed|in the ranks, and confine it to the

cxerciges of the first part. Up|lto that time the recruit instructor
has, therefore, no authority to teafth side paces. But that is not atall
what the General means. He shid it when he gave orders for the
individual combat, and these ordgrs falling in the months of March,
1873, June, 1872, and July, 1865|rnd 1873, were therefore given for
the period of suramer exercises, dhring which the recruit is in ranks.
In the discussion of the selectiom of remount riders I told you that
it was necessary to instruct the jpecruit selected for the purpose, in
the aids and thei'roz)bject, on traiffed horses. In this I am in accord
with the instructions and with Squyipr. It is not possible that he
should demand that all recruits, gven those whose progress in riding
has not been satisfactory, shouldi|learn the higher lessons of riding;
if it should be his intention that in learning the aids the recruits
should train their horses over again, I consider him in error. for
they can but mistrain them. Dp not forget that I mean them to
have the best trained, steadiest horses in the whole squadron.

H. I nced not ask, since I kjow from your views formerly ex-
pressed, that you consider trainipg in the long gallop and the long
continued gallop (drill gallop) ms the crown of the instruction in
riding, for recruits no less than fior remounts.

S.. Certainly.’ ‘

H. And when do you mean o begin with it?

S. It would be very unice, ipdeed, if I could begin before the
weather drives the recruits into thic covered hall. Therec are years—
take the winter just past—whet:l we can use large grounds in the
open until January, and when rdcruits and remounts are not con-
signed to the hall until February and March. In other winters it
is different. Ty

H. In no case would recruitgjbe allowed to ride the drill gallop
in the covered hall. ‘
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S, No more than the remounts. on account of the mauy corners,
particularly in small halls, in which the horses would simpl.\: be
ridden lame. As soon. however, as spring permits them to go into
the open. the drill gallop should be practiced systematically with
increasing duration, that the horses may get in good wind, and the
recruits learn to feel at home in it

[I. The medium gallop alone should. then. be ridden in the hull?

s, To teach the recruits how to diminish and increase the gait.
Instruction how to increase and diminish the gait, in trot too, forms
one of the principal means ot training, in order to impart to t.he
recruits a correct conception ot aids by rein and thigh. and to give
them an idea of what iz meant wheu it is required that the horse in
position should be light in hand. o .

H. Does not the volt also form a good means of training. in
order to show the recruits the effects of the rein in turning?

S, The prescribed volt of six puces diameter is a severe test for
man and horse. It should be required of thoroughly instructed
men only. Incorrectly ridden. it is injurious to the horse as well as
to the p;'odpction of the correct rider feeling,  Now and then a man
will jerk his horse around in an unr sasonable and brutal manner, to
avoid collision with his rear or front mau. and if he ix not detected
anid corrected. he gets an idea that he did the thing right.  In most
cases the volt i3 requirea much too soon in squads and with six paces
diameter. It should be done very caréfully.  When the men are
taken in hand singly, larger volts. enlarging and diminishing of the
circle. should form the beginning. and it is not until every man by
himselt can ride them correctly. that the proof off the example
<hould be made as soon as it is possible to ride on a large square in
the open,

H. We have, I believe, touched nearly upon everything a re-
cruit is required to learn betore he can be placed in mnks for drill.
I admit that vour demands are not very high, that you have sufti
cient time tn.reuder any haste in the first preparatory exercises tor
confirming the seat unnecessary.

<. Do not forget that I do not demand much in quantity. but
all the more in quality. and that it requires a very skillful division
of the time allotted-to riding in order to go to work in individual
riding as thoroughly as I want it. If. however, vou mean to ex-
haust evervthing the recruit has to learn before he is fit for the
ranks, we fnm'e omitted several important matters.

H. And they are?

& Instruction in and development of the full gallop. riding in
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uneven terrain, overcoming obs
The overcoming of obstacles is

i
tacles, rallying. and use of arms.
he keystone of the structure. by

means of which confidence in himself and in his horse iginstilled
in the recruit, without which he cannot possess that intrepidity. that
fearlessness, which is indispensable to the cavaleyman. It is abso-
lutely necessury- that the taking of obstacles be first practiced inin-
dividual riding -and not in squads. You may frequently observe
that the obstacles are taken in squads only, the horses jumping after
their leaders in spite of the mostiawkward aids as does a flock of
sheep after the bell wether when }he latter is thrown into the pond.

It speils the horse and gives false
man once knows how in mediam

‘notions to the recruit. When the
trot, medium and drill gallop. the

horse should go in-balance and wjth light and confident leaning on
the bit, and when he begins to fagl at home on its back at all gaits,
then let him ride toward the obdtacle without rein at a steady hut
energetic guit, gnd the horse wil| jump over without special aids.
In the jump he should rather givg the horse its head than interfere
with it in any way with the reins| Nor should the obstacles be too

great in the beginning. When

the recruit has recogaized that

nothing special is required, he will soon gain contidence and enjoy
the jump. That is evident from the fact that when permitted to ex-

ercise his horse at will, he will o

‘accord”  Not before this period |

don’t like to see the men take ob

other with distunces. I prefer toi

en take the obstacles of his own
ay larger obstacles be used. 1
acles in squads one in rear of the
lead them across in a swarm with

intervaly as a preparation for jumping in close formation.

A
H. In that case the squad will have a formation about like the

hunters at the start of the chase. ||

S.  About so, but with this (li erence. that they strictly observe
and retain the same gait, be it|trot (300 paces) or wallop 500

paces), and avoid rushing and

racing. In the same manner the

aquad should be frequently instrjucted in the uneven terrain. The

recruit here learns to entrust hi
to guide it lightly by the rein,

self' to his horse with confidence.
t it choose its own way of over-

coming the terrain, and to give iy no aid beyond throwing back the

upper part of his body when the
come aware how much the horse
by the rider.

'

horse stumbles. He will then be.
will do when not interfered with

H. The same holds true of dlimbing.

5. It should,likewise be in
nothing else beyond shifting his

luded, and the rider’ needs to do
leenter of gravity forward or back
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in climbing up tr down hill without changing the middle part or®
his body. a thing the rider has learned through mounted gymnastics.

H. It also implies that the horses while nndergoing breaking as
remounts. have learned how to wo over the terrain independently in
this manner.

S, I again remind vou that the reeruits are viding the best
horses in the squadron. which hovrses I presume to have learned how
to go over the terrain. The greatest pertfection of this manner off
remount training can, of course. be reached only it the squadron,
recrnits and remounts, old men and horses, have been trained tor
<everal successive vears in the manner pointed out by me. It should
be aimed at trom the beginning, otherwise the greatest warlike ofi-
ciency would never be reacived,

H. You mentioned rallving as one ot the subjects of training.

S, Ttis one of the most essential requirements of cavalry that
it has learned to rally quickly in ovder to be usetul hefore thy
enemy . and capable of achieving the hirhest results. It isan incon-
trovertible prinéiple. acknowiedged by cavalry leaders of all times,
that in the v:l\':xﬁ‘_\‘ combat a closed resevve should always be kept
in hand with which to bring about a decision at the most critical
moment.  The last reserve must, however, be thrown into the fight,
otherwise it would be just as well not to have any.  If the squadrons
and regiments first thrown into the fight are experienced in rallying
quickly. they become. after rallying. the closed body in the leader’s
hand. If they are not, heis without a reserve. There are other
emergencies that are liable to arvise. and make quick rallying a
matter of importance.

H. You need not prove to me the importance of the ability of
the whole squadran to rally quickly.  No one disputes it. only 1
thought it was a subject of practice on the part of the formed
squadron, and did not belong to the period ot recruit training. You
mean to have the recruits practiced in rallying on the sounding of’
the assembly, as s00n a= spring weather permits riding in the open.

S, That is far too late. It should be begun on the first day on
which the recruit joins the squadron: at first, of course, dismounted.
No falling in for drill, no call should be allowed to pass, without
practicing the men in assembling quickly and in good order. and in
tinding the place where cach belongs.  When the men are so tar in
individual riding that they may be allowed to exercise (- tummeln
their horses by themselves and at will, they should never be assembled
in any other way than upon the signal or call of assembly.  Now at
the trot, then at the drill gallop. with reining in and coming down
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to a trot near thei place of assembly, again for assembling in closed
squad, stirrup to stirrup; anotheér time with intervals: agaiu for

.riding within the square with distances, the leaders trotting. etc.,

deponding on what is desired to fake in hand next. One should be
inventive, and vary the exercise p good deal, in order to habituate
the men to ride with their headf. It is only in this way that the
whole squadron will be able g rally quickly without the men
bumping into each other and [laming the horses by awkward
checking, or rushing into the ranks.

H. As to the use of arms, ]I believe you will bave nothing
special to say; at least I kno
which once formed part of my, ¢
it and practiced it industriously,
their efficiency in this branch, as

8. I wish to congratulate ev
I believe, however, that not a fe

that the two cavalry regiments
mmand attached proper weight to
o that I was often delighted with
mentioned once before.

y -regiment of which that is true.
fall short of what may be accom.
plished. Our western neighborshave mostly, including past times,
been superior to us Germans in this respect.  Yet the use of arms i~
the main thing in ithe employment of cavalry in battle.  What will
cavalry accompligh, however wa it may ride. if it has learned
neither to cut noxthrust, and doed not hurt a hair of. or at best gives
a few bruises to the enemy whorq it has overthrown by the shock ?
It will simply beL-annon and mq ket fodder. The use of arms in
all kinds of situations should be ost industriously practiced. not as
a mere exhibition;for mspeumn ilbut also in individual riding and
“tummeln.”  Itis pot necessary th all the men be trained to be
fencing masters. * It is merely requisite that they cut with the edge
and hit the spot ajmed at. The gpber is a splendid arm which has
lost in prestiye re¢ently simply belcause not enough attention is paid
to vigorous and sharp cutting. Nor should thrusting be neglected.
Here, too, it should be observed|that the thrust be vigorous and
short, and that the men hit the pojnt aimed at.  Tricks are unneces-
sary here also bec use beyond th*: capacity of the great mass. In.

dividual combat ghould be practiced, not in indicated rounds be-

tween Nos. 1 and "_’, the old unprohtable scheme. but in the manner

pointed out by Geheral voN ScuMipT.

H. Thus it whs done in the Ire(nmenli of which I spoke. The
recruits chased ewch other over ﬁhe hurdle in the *jev de barre ™~
and each had to lqarn bow to defepd the kerchief.

S. Tecan only repeat that I ca gratulate the regiment.

H. One moreiremark. W he the recruits finish their training
as such and are placed in rankf, somebody must give judgment

o |
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whether they have sufficiently progressed. and that is possible only
through afinal riding inspection. be it made by the general.the colonel.
or squadron commander.  The recruit instructor himself is not com-
petent to render an objective judgment.

S, Do not talk to me of final riding inspections. [ dislike to
hear the word mentioued. Immediately [ see squad drills according to
program, conching, stencil work. ete. The superiors are the ones to
inspect, frequently, very frequently. as much, and when and what
they choose. But they should come unexpectedly.  They should
inspect according to the degree of truining of the recruit.  If possi-
ble. they should be present only during the lessons.  Afterward
they may let the men ride within the square und then send individ-
uals here and there. over obstacles, across country, to convince
themselves that the men control the horses.  But they should not
look upon the riding hall inspection as the crown of riding.

H. You have said yvourself. that the recruits arrive on a certain
day and must be fit for the ranks by a cervtain day io the spring.
Somebody must verify whether they are far enough advanced.

S, Such final riding inspections have the additional disad-
vantage. that they ave necessarily held in u superficial manner.
According to the regulations established by our highest authority,
the regimental commander is responsible for the truining in detail.
He is to make the final riding inspections, if they are to be made.
In order to apply, in his judgment. of the several squadrons the
most uniform possible measure. hie inspects them as near together
in point of time as possible. /. e.. the five squadrons on five consecu-
tive days.  He thus sees 135 horses five times in five days. If he
wants to observe each individual, his attention becomes relaxed. and
finally he sees nothing at all.  Nothing then remains but to shorten
the time allowed for each squad. and give judgment en bloc, by allow-
ing thirty or forty minutes to each squad, and letting them work in
the square according to program. On the other hand. if he is present
with one or two squads cach day. and continues to be throughout
the winter. he may gain a correct idea of each rider without over-
doing it or n\'erfuliguing himself: he can cindividualize” and sce
each horse and rider often enough to form a correct judgment. and
interfere by timely advice.

H. That is well amd wood during the training.  Spring is ap-
proaching now. The squadron is to be formed. say on May 1st.
Who, in your opinion. is to state on April 3uth that the recruits are
sufficiently advanced?  Whoever it may be. he must convinee hime
self and make a final inspection.

L —mr=s
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S.  What of the squadron that isfto be formed on May Ist?  May
not war just as well break out betwyeen October Ist and May Ist?
Would you like to see the squadron|dissolved during seven months
and fit for war during five months oply? The squadron should con-
stantly remain formed; without theg recruits it is simply weaker by
forty men than with the recruits. The latter are placed in ranks on
a certain date, let us say on May|lst. It would not be rational
to place them all in ranks on a fixdd day. Many a recruit will be
able to drill with the older men by April 20th, others not betore May
10th, the laggardsg still later. I lilde to have it done this way: the
troop commander knows his recruiji and sees them every day.  He
says to-day : * PETER can drill with the squadron from now on; Parr,
to-morrow; so may JACK and MIKE|" etc.

H. Two or three recruits will|finally be left, and if accident
will it so, one frofrl each squad ififthere were three or four squads
originally. Is it not a waste of enargy to keep up the apparatus of
instructors, or thej reduced squads kombined into one, and do the
pupils change instjuctors? This capirse would have grave disadvan-
tages and would irterfere with the gontinuity of instruction.

S. Does the recruit cease to Be a recruit-simply because he

rides with the older men in the squadron? Does he not remain a
recruit throughout the year? Henge, on account and for the pur-
pose of his instruction, he should have the same instructor through.
out the year. The squadron would Llo well not to drill two or three
hours every day. The old riders may take a turn on the square
and exercise their horses singly, ‘Lro through the excercises with
arms, etc. The squadron commgmd#r should during the first or lust
half hour of drill take the squadron together for carrying out drill
movements wherein those recruits

participate who are sufficiently
advanced, while the recruit instructor utilizes this time to devote
himself specially to the laggards. ’

H. I think not only the recruiks but also the older riders each
separately are comfbined in the squgdron in the spring.

S.  Unfortunately that practice [obtains in most regiments. and
that is the very thing to which I oljject in the management of our
service. ;

H. In what wny would you lik

8. Of that we will speak the n
farther training of man and horse. -

to see it changed?
t time in the discussion of the

i

THE U. S, MAGAZINE CARBINE, MODEL 1s95
By First LirtTeNaNt JOHN T HAINES Firt Cavaiky., U anvy

FVHE new carbine. ~oon to be munufuctured at the Springtield

Armory. will differ somewhat from the model originally recom-
mended by the board of ordnance officers in September. 1292, The
principal changes ure as follows:

First.  TIts weight has been decreased ten ounces or more. prin-
cipally from the stock.  The stock bas been shortened. and is similar
in length to that of the old Springficld carbine, instead of being
carried up to within a few inches of the muzzle. as in the original
model. Two large holes have heen bored in the butt, and some
wood removed by gouging out the stock under the barrel and be-
tween the band-grooves,  This decrease will bring its weight down
to within an ounce of that of the Springtield.

Second.  The projecting ramrod (=imilar to that of the rifle) has
been done away with, and a jointed one put in the butt, This con-
sists of two parts exactly alike, long enough when serewed together
to clean the bore tfrom both ends. but requiring an extra picce
attached to these to remove a detective shell or one the extractor
has tailed to withdraw. Th¢ shupe of the present cartridge (and
chamber) is such that the extractor seldom fails, and defective shells
will not be common.  In 3,000 rounds fired by me. the extractor
has never failed to withdraw the empty shell.

Third. The swivel bar. instead of being on the left of the smull
of' the stock, where it was decidedly in the way. has been moved
forward so that it occupies about the same position it did in the
Springfield. '

Fourth. The safety-lock has been improved. and arranged so as
to lock the bolt when the picce is not cocked as well as when it i,
thus allowing the carbine to be carried in the boot without danger
of the bolt being loosened.
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Fifth. The cq.t -off has been 1'cvp'~ed so that w bé.n it is +down,
single- -loader fire, .can be used, and Wheu up,” the magazioe. .
. Sixth. The haud gunrd has been extended to the rear, =o as to
cover the forward end of the receivier, and the rivets countersunk ~o
as not to come intcontact with the hnnd.
Seventh. The edges of the barrel at the muzzle have been

. rounded, as in the old carbine. :

Eighth. The projection of the fower band (below the stock 1. as
in the original model, has been"doije away with, and a band ~ome-
what similar to the old carbine Band adopted. There were two
bands in the original model,.but the upper is no longer necessary
with the short stock.

Ninth. The hinge.bag hehd bas been altered. so that it cun be
easily turned, and the hlngé bar withdrawn, instead of requiring
considerable force and risk of breaking, as in the ritle.

Some of the other changes are: ing away with the ~ccur.
ing-stud on the sleeve, removing metal from the guide-rib, and in.
troducing another gas escape in tha bolt. -

The short stock is adopted tentgtively, as it is thought that per-
haps the smailér barrel, unsupported by the wood near the muzzle,
cannot stand cavalry service withont being bent.

It was thought hest to give the| present pattern of sight a trial.
avd if found unsql viceable on .\(.Lm?nt. of the projecting slide. it will
be changed. |

On account oﬂ these chunges tlné new carbines will not be issued
quite as soon as upccted but the favalry. it is thought, will get a
much better armwlmn it would hntx , hadd the original madel been
lssued i :

\
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PROFESSIONAL NOTES.

TROOP A" NATIONAL GUARD OF NEW YORK IN THE
RECENT BROOKLYN RIOTS.

At the request ot the editor of the CavapLry AssoctaTioN JovrrNar.,
and believing that the services of Troop A7 NG N YL in the
recent Brooklyn riots will be of interest to the cavaley service at
lavge, T torward, by permission of the Adjutant-ticneral of the State
of New York, a copy ot the report rendered to the Assistant Adju-

tant-General of the Second Brigade, NGO N Y P

HEADQUARTERS TrRoop A" PARK AVE. AND 94TH ST,
New York, Junuary 30, 1595,
T the Assistant Adjutant-Gieneral, Second Brigude, Brookiyn, N. Y. :

Sir: —1I have the honor to submit my report:  General Orders,
Headquarters First Brigade, dated January 20, 15305, received at
my house at 7:40 poMm., directing Troop =A™ to assemble at the
Armory at once and await orders. I immediately proceeded to a
telegraph office, and sent 112 telegrams, directing the members to
report at Armory immediately, ready for tield service, then dirceted
the Commissary-Corporul to get rations tor two dayes, hire a wagon
to convey cookiug utensils, make arrangements to have hreakfast in
the .\xmm_\ very early ou the morning of January 21st. Then
went to the riding schools, getting tifty horses trom DicrELs, forty
trom the Central Pavk. thirteen from the Fifth Avenue Academy,
which, with private horses. made up the required number: then
proceeded to the Armory. and as soon as cnough men arrived they
were sent for the horse~. which were brought to the Fitth Avenue
School at Ninety-fourth Street for shelter. The mén were constantly
coming in, s0 by midnight there were about eighty present,

January 21st.  Breakfast was prepared at Armory. and ready at
3:30 a. M. The command to saddle up was given about & A, M. ~0
that when orders were received at 6 a. M. to move, the troop
marched with eighty-nine men aud horses via Madison to Fitth
Avenue to Twenty-third Street, to Twenty-third Strect Ferry to
Broudway, Brooklyn, and then on to Fualton Street aud Tompkins
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Avenue, arriving about 8:30 A. In a short time fourteen more
men and horses joined. Relievéd the company of the Thirteenth,
which was stationed there; posted mounted sentinels on Fulton
Street, and also on Herkimer Stieat, guarding two large car houses
gome distance apart in Fulton Sjreet, and also an clectric construc-
tion company's house and matérial on Herkimer Street.  Quite
a large crowd was gathered injithe vicinity, so I directed several
mounted men . to ride up on the different sidewalks and disperse
them, which was soon done, agd no crowd ever collected again
in our neighblorhood. At 12:3p p. M. I went to Sumner Avenue
on being told that there was trogble; found a small mob had been
dispersed by lice; marched gix miles. The whole troop was
put on guard during the first dax, platoons of twenty-five men and
horses at u time. During theday everybody was kept moving
on the strcets so that there was no tronble. At 3 P M. the first
platoon was put on for the niﬁht. The kitchen was located in
Herkimer Street on arrival, add dinner was ready at 12 We
brought provisions and wood fiom New York. The horses were
placed in old lear stables on Herkimer Street, except the guard,
which were kept saddled standinjg in Fulton Street cutrance, ready
for instant service. -Stable calljat 4 p. ).: supper was served at 3
p. v. Two Swiss gentlemen, JANOT & SHEIDLER, offered two floors
of watch! factopy for men to sleep in, which were artificially beated
and made an ejcellent barrack.

January 22d. Reveille at b Ay M. watered and fed horses; break-
fasted at 6:30; at 7 guard was ghanged, the second platoon under
Lieutenant HALPIN, marching n for twenty-four hours. Every-
thing bad beeh quiet during th previous night. About 12 3. re-
ceived orders from brigade headquarters. that there was trouble at
Ralpb Avenue; sent Lieutenant|BaparLEY with all of the second ov
guard platoon which was not ony post, at once to that locality: or-
dered the thirdand fourth platogps to saddle up; was informed by a
policeman on a Fulton Street ca that a crowd had gotten in between
Lieutenant BADGLEY and oursdjves, and were trying to cut the
cable with shears on poles. Iatlpnce sent Licutenant REeED with the
third plateon to move up Fulton| Street, to get in touch with Lieu-
tenant BapaLEY, and to keep fhe street clear back to Tompkins
Avenue. I moved the fourth platoon into the Fulton Street entrance
of car stables, and kept them theve at stand to horse ready for any
emergency. The first platoon wps kept ready in the stable proper.
The second platoon at Ralph Afenue was relieved by the fourth
about 3 p. M., Lieutenant BADGLRY reporting that on his arrival at
Ralph Avepue about 1:15 ». M., he found a very large crowd block-
ing the streets; warned it to disperse, which it did not do, 20 he or-
dered bis plataon to draw saber| formed line across the street from
house to house, and charged the|krowd, dispersing it and driving it
in qll directions. There was no|[further trouble that day or subse-
quently at that point. The thir and fourth platoons were kept out
till darkhnd then drawn in. Djiring the evening one of the senti-
Jpels, 8. Rowe BRADLEY, Jr., orddred a drunken man to move ol ; he
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mude ~ome insolent reply. Braprey jumped off his horse had him by
thre collar in an instant. and started with his prisoner to the gu;u'.d
house. when a crowd of about fifty roughs ran out ot a saloon to rescue
him. when the three monnted sentinels in the street, at a sign trom
the corporal of the cunrd. <tarted atter them with drawn  sabers,
and most effectually drove them out of the neivhborhwod,  The
prizaner waus brought to the caard house aud turoed over to the
police. who had been telephoned to come after om. A telegraph
wire was put into the troop’s office, thereby connecting me with
brigade headquarters.  During the evening received orders to send
out detachments the next day to guard construction parties and
wawons and line repairing puarties and wagons. Marched during
the day about twenty-five miles. )
January 234, The detachments ordered out. had breakfast. fod
and watered borses at 5 a. d. and moved out at 6 A M., guarding
wuzons of track clearers. The one under Sergeant JACOBUS Te-
turned at 3 A, . traveled seven miles. Another detachment
under Lieutenant BapcLEY went out at 8 a. M. going to Hanson
Place to Flatbush Avenue, to Third Avenue, to Fi.ﬂy-c.;i«_(hlh Street,
wuarding working party clearing tracks, supcriutundcn}~ represent.
ing that a long distance of track was <eriously obstructed. and that
the neighborhood was a bad one. This detachment returned at 11
A M. cleared all obstruction.  Quite a rough mab gathered at
Pitty first Street and Thivd Avenue, and were inclined to interfere
with the workmen. The officer in command, Lieutenant BapGLey.
ordered them ’0 move. which they were inclined to resent, =o he
put his horse Tpto the crowd tollowed by his troopers: five or =ix
tourhs fell down' a steep bank cetting out of the way. and the re-
mainder ran off through a vacant lot and save no turther trouble.
The party traveled about fifteen miles.  Cars ran on the Fulton
Street line after 10 a0 s, regularly. and more people were using
them, and quite a number of ladies who seemed to have gotten over
their fear.  Horsex and men are in excellent condition.  Informed
brigade headquarters that there was no obhjection 1o continuing
same work next day. ‘
Joawwary 25th. Al quiet during the night. Senl out two de-
tachments at 6 A, M. with linemen and track clearers.  Cars running
on Fulton Rtreet since 7:30 A M. At 8:50 A w. one detachment
under Sergeant WILLIAMS returned with repairers, found line cut in
two or three places; repairs were made. Distance traveled, eight
miles, going to Alabama Avenue and elsewhere; no crowds, Recond
detachment under Licutenant BrIpaMAN returned at 9:07 A, M,
having traveled large part of Brooklyn to Navy Street. to Court
House, to junction of Manhattan and Nassau Avenues; found a few
switches frozen; no obstructions anywhere; no crowds: no demon-
strations of any kind; traveled ten or twelve miles. Sergeant
WiLLiaus and detachment went out with linemen at 1:30 P. M.: re-
turned at 4:45 p. M.; went to Tompkins Avenue and Flushing
Avenue; found quite a crowd which they kept moving: no trouble
at Broadway and Sumpter Avenue: found wire cut in two places;
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repairs were made; found two cuts on Fulton Street at Hopkins
Avenue and Stone Avenue; a small crowd gathered at Stone Avenue:
it was kept moving; no trouble; detachment traveled about twelve
miles. Another detachment of twelve men under Licutenant
BRIDGMAN went about 1 p. M. with track clearers to open up Tomp-
kins Avenue and Flushing Avenue; returned at 4:05 r. M. Liecu-
tenant BRiDGMAN reported that haimarched with obstruction clearing
wagons and men to Fiatbush Afenue, and so an towards Green
Point Avenue; found no obstrugtions on the track. but switches
were frozen, water having been ppured on. .\t the corner of Green
Point Avenue and Kent Street a cifowd of about two thousand tormed
in the rear of repair wagon and egcort, and made threats and threw
stones. Lieutenant BRipayuaN formed his detachment in line, taced
towards the crowd, drew saber anfl moved towards the crowd at a
walk, crowd falling back slowly. || The Lieutenant then rode alone to
the crowd, and said: I give ydu fair warning to stop throwing
stones and to disperse, and if you do not I will charge you, and
somebody will get hurt.” The trowd dispersed, going into houses,
down streets, ete., giving no further trouble, The work was con-
“tinued, and when the detachment returned, found the same crowd,
but ho disturbauce was made. The detachment traveled in all about
twenty miles. About 4 p. M. a man placed a barrel of ashes on track
on Fulton Street; he was seen by Trooper TuorNE, who had him
arrested. Police sent patrol wagon on application by telephone.
Trooper THORNE appeared against him later, and a strong case was
made against him of placing obstacles on the track, thereby endan-
gering human life. At 5 p. M. a detachment of Licutenant Havpi
and. eight men went out with track clearers, going to Nostrand
Avenue and Flatbush Avenue; found a small crowd but plenty of
police who kept crowd moving; then went towards penitentiary
and some distance into the country; no trouble. Traveled about
ten miles. At 8 p. . small detachment went out with linemen up
Fulteh Street; repuired wire; small crowd; no trouble: traveled
about seven miles. Detachiments were also sent out short distances
to escort repairers.

January 25th. * Reported to brigade headquarters at 3:30 a4 w.
Two detachments were sent out, last night about 9:30 o'clock with
repair wagons; repaired the wire in several places; each party trav-
eled about seven miles, making' the total distance traveled by the
various detachments on the 24th inst. from eighty to one hundred
miles. This morning two large detachments were sent out at 6.
having breakfasted, fed and watered horses at 5.  One uander
Lieutenant HALPIN returned at B:30 a. M., having gone with line
repairers to Bedford Avenue and North Fourteenth Street on Bush-
wick Avenue: found wird cut; took an hour to repair it: returned
by same walk; no trouble, no crowd; traveled about seven miles.
Policeman reported to lieutenant that wire was cut previous night
by six men in wagon from Long Island City; two of the party were
arrested and found with piece of cut wire. Cars running on that
line all of the 24th inst. Another large detachment under Sergeant
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COUDERT was sent ont about =30 a y. with repair wagons to wo to
Williatmsburg: no trouble: traveled ten miles. Nt 9230 A v the
~econd party under Scergeant Nicnors sent out with line repairers,
returned s report they went to Colnmbia Street amd cleared halt a
mile of wire of dead cat< and all manner of debris: also went to
Myrde Avenue and Sumner Avenue and put in section ot wire;
no crowds. AU TO Lon party went out: returned at 12 30 wen! to
Knickerbocker Avcnne. Grand Avenune and several other places:
removed all obstructions<: crowds standing around throuwh curiosity
more than :\Il}"llill}_" el no trouble: traveled about fitteen miles,
Small detachment nnder Serceant Kerw also repaired wire at Ralph
Avenue: traveled hbout three miles. Received word about 11 a0 v,
that Nostrand Avinue Line was to be openced and that crowd was
colleeting to make trouble. Sent out one platoon under Licutenant
EED. down Fulton Strect: another under Sergeant Nienorns, down
Herkimer Street: went myseltt dispersing small arowd . kept pla-
toons moving in vicinity tor an hour: reealled ane and sent one
under Licutenant ReEED to end ot Nostrand Avenne towards peniten-
tiary: no trouble: traveled inoall about fitteen miles. At 2 o
received the following trom brigade headquarters:

“Information just received states that a mob of 1,300 has assembled in
Queens county and bave captured some thirty motormen and imprisoned
them in the engine house at Maspeth at the junction of Flashing Avenue and
Grand Street, ;ll!(illt four an'd a half miles grmn where yau are. The Sheritt
of Queens county has telephoned to these headquarters for aid. You are
hereby directed to proceed with one platoon to above point by the following
route:  Through Throup Avenue to Flushing Avenue and then to right,
thence out Flushing Avenue to Johnson Avenue; at this point await arrival
of the Sheriff of Queens county. Ii he hands you a written order signed by
himself as Sheritf, and adidressed to Genefal MeLreg, requiring your troap to
etter Queens county, vou will proceed to the engine house just bevond the
junction of Flughing Avenue and Grand Strect, to aid the civil authorities in
sappressing violbnee.  After having released the imprisoned motormen, and
having given them safe condnet, you will return to your headquarters, and
please report the result of vour experience in carrying out these orders.

J. B, FROTHINXGHAM,
A AL GO Neeond Brigade.”

At 2 pos telegraphed headguarters that T wonld go. taking two
platoons, leaving two platoons with two otficers at headquarters,
Lett troop headquadreters at 2:300 post with two platoons under Lica-
tenant Baparey and Licutenant Reep. and returned at 5:30 pov,
making the :}l_lmvi 12 report to brigade beadquarters: - In parsuance
to orders prdevedetl to the bonndary line of Quecns county, reaching
there at 3:15 Py had to wait some minutes; finally Under Shierit?
came: had nd cothmunication: he went into a house, wrote what
was required, whebh I proceeded. Met the Sheritf, who save me the
formal application. which T will torward.,  Procceded to the engine
house: arrested six men, who were held by =omue deputies. The
crowd consisted of wabout 150, principally boys anid women.  Then
took the prisoncrg to car honse, when the Sheriff endeavored to
sccure evidenge aghinst them, but failed, so he discharged them. Tt
seems there wis a fire out there about 12 s and the engine company
was out, so strikers occupicd the house, and when car containing
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new motormen came along strikers ran out a hose carriage across
the track, boarded car and forced the men to «o into the engine
house, where they were held for a time, and lhen allowed to go by
ones and twos. By the time the Deputy Sheritt arrived none of the
motormen were left, but finding six men in the house, held them until
we arrived. I do not think tllere were more than three or tour
hundred people there at any time, and many of those were attracted
by the fire. The crowd of men dispersed before we arrived.  When
I went with Sheriff to car house, a detachment of eight men under
Corporal GREER was left to guard engine house. Shortly atter my
departure a crowd of about 150 men collected, and were very ugly.
so the Corporal orderced detachment to draw sabers and charge,
striking a few, and effectually putting them to rout, falling over cach
other and getting out of the way, running them off through the fields
to some woods.” Distance traveled, about twelve miles.  About 2 p.
» just before my departure to \laspeth, sent a detachment of Ser-
geunt E. N. NicnoLs and six men to guard linemen: they went to
Green Point, to Bedford Avenue, and found two blocks of wire down.
There.was a jam of curs and a l.n'we mob of fully 2,000 men. who
were very ugly, threw' stones. hooted ete.; they boarded cars and
took off the motormen, except the one on the first car, which the
detachment prevented. The Sergeant dismounted. went into several
of the cars, and compelled the mob to get out, striking a few. The
detachment was obliged to ride into the crowd and force them along,
using their sabers quite freely in trying to control the ugly crowd,
there being only seven troopers against 1,500 or more. One large
man, vory ugly, was struck by trooper NorTH with Lis saber on the
shoulder, which glanced and took him in the neck. knocking him

“down. At that moment one of the troopers accidentally dmppc(l

bis pmtol which this man who wus struck rushed for. Trooper
NorTH seeing him, charged down on him and cut him with his suber
on the check. The detachment controlled this mob for fully two
hours, while repairs were being made. Sergeant NicHoLs is of the
opinion that if the crowd had not been atraid of the troopers. they
would have given them a very nasty time. The detachment went
to another point and then returned; traveled in all about twelve
miles. Two other detachments went out; repaired wire; traveled
about six miles. Total distance Imveled by detachments to- day,
eighty-six miles.”

January 26th. During the evening of the 25th inst., a few union
linemen tried to beat a non-union man. It was reported at guard
room, and Corporal MARCELLUS, with two or three troopers, chased
them into a saldon, through the back doors, over fences, through
back yards, and finally captured them. Corporal CLELAND rode into
the saloon on horseback to assist, if necessary. At 8 a. u., January
26th, detachment that went out with track clearers found a wagon
load of stones at Graham Avenue and Meceker Street; found at Nos-
trand Avenue and Floyd Street arl manner of debns which they
removed;  traveled about ten miles.; At 12:15 P. M. a crowd reported
gat_.hermg at New York Avenue and Bergen Avenue; sent a detach-

.
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ment under Corporal Barry to disperse them: found a detachment
of Seventy-tirst bad driven crowd fram vicinity of workmen.  De-
tchment saw tham some distance off; went there and drove them
vut ot the neighborhood: about 200 in crowd: traveled about -ix
miles.  Constructlon party applicd at 7:13 1ML for an escort. saying
they would not gp out without nm»'»u\; sent a detail under Cor-
]ml'.|| Fieres: returned about 9:50 1 . repaired wire in several
places: live tvire hanging in <trect struc l\ wiaron wheel anmd save
one of the men in wazon very severe shoek, he yvelling Tike vl
traveled abowt twelve miles.  Detacliments traveled during the day
about thirty miles.

oy R3th A laree detachment under Sergeant Jaconts
went out abant 7 oa. M returned at 9 4 Mo went to Broadway and
Union Averjue: 'I\Il.lllul wires. then ont Broadway to Falton
Strect: mad¢ repdivs on the way down to Fulton Street 1o electricad

headquarterd: thgn down No<trand Avente to penitentiary . no
llﬂ\\"l\ anvwherd: cars were running: traveled titteen miles. <\t
4D AL ML ,~q‘ condlparty, under Licutenant Bamaerey, that went ont

at T, ntnrnql. wint to Ralph Avenue: on Fulton Street repaired
twa cats, ng crogds s traveled abont <ix miles, although out about
three hour< as the breaks were bad, At 12010 e detachment
went out to Queeps county line nneler Sergeant Winniass: toand a
tew obetructions [on track which were removed: but on Meeker
Avenue thee wag not mueh obstruction: party did not attempt to
remove it g lavgp crowd was cathered in front of Meeker Avepue
~tublos: theldetadhment dispersed thems Bottles and missiles were
thrown tront the windows, but on the troopers drnwing their pistols
and ordering wigdows closed, they were shut ap quickly.  The
crowd tollowed detiehment to the county line, and when they ye-
turned elosetl in Behitod, throwing stanes. and were very ugly @ one
~et of tours buenedl and drove them back witis their saber<: victach.
ment traveldd abgut Gtteen miles. Ao 1o pov detachment ot ten
men nnder Sergeanht ooy sentoutat 4 ey with wire men returned;
woent to Nuskan Avenue: vepaired bud hreak in wires: then to Gireen
Point Avenge nead Penny Bridee; removed awear, vepairsd wire at
same point.l A\ ¢rowd ot about three hundred was very uucly,
throwing stones and <o theth. making iU necessary to charge with
drawn sabers twide, but as they vretwrned the sergeant ordered pi~tols
drawn, but gid ot cock them: then they eharged. dispersed the
crowd, and ran them off through the fields they wave no turther

trouble.  Rdturndd to repair shop: went to Stuyvesant Avenuce and
Fulton Streat: repaived a cut wire: tound a barse crowd assembled,
but not unruly: graveled twelve miles Another detachment went

to Stone Avanue gud elsewlhiere, repaired wires: comparative quict:
no stones thrown § traveled ive miles. ol distanee traveled daringe
the day. sixgy-thrpe miles

Jownwary oth. | Detachment went oat about Tih 4. . r@turned at
1:20 p M wend to foot of Nassau Street: cleared ands removed
stones from track i then to Newtown Bridee at foat of Grand Strect:
made repaivd to track : then back through Union Avenue: no crowds
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anywhere; traf;'eled about twelvet milexs. At 1:50 p. M. second
detachment webt out under Sergegnt WILLIAMS: returned, went to
Atlantic Avenge Ferry: to Fultah Street Ferry: to Wall Street
Ferry; then through Williamsburg to vacant lots; cleared the
awitchea and wires in all directiohs, Flushing Avenué to Graham
Avenue; crowds along the river frgnt, but orderly; no trouble any-
where; traveled about tifteen milas; troop has covered both East
and West Brook]lyn to day; everybddy orderly ; no trouble: traveled
about twenty-sdven miles. Receifed orders at 3 p. M. to return to
New York andireport to First Brigade. upon being relieved by
police; packed up and left Tompkins Avenue and Fulton Street at
4:27 p. M. and arrived at Armory Ninety-fourth Street and Park
Avenue, at 6:03 P. ., about nine fuiles, making the 10tal distance
during the day thirty-six miles. |

In closing the report. I have the honor to call attention to the
gallant and meritorious conduct whd the most excellent judement
displayed by Fitst Lieutenant OLivER R. BripaMay in bandling his
detachment disfersing a large mdb at Green Point Avenue aud
Kent Street on the Z4th of Junuafly; ulso 1o the gullant and meri-
torious conduct of First Licutenant Howarp G. BapvGLEY, and the
most excellent judgment displayed by him in the handling ot lhis
detachment in dispersing a large nipb on Fulton Street near Rulph
Avenue on the 22d of January, afd again on Third Avenue and
Fifty-first Street. dispersing a moljon the 23d of Junuury: also to
Sergeant E. N. NictoLs, who, whilg with a detachment ot five men.
displayed personal valor by dismahnting from his horse. entering
cars filled with dtrikers and drivinglr them out, and also using most
£xcellent judgment in handling hfs men, holding a mob of about
fifteen hundred for over an hour anfl a half while the repairers were
putting the trollgy wire in order; this on the 25th of Junuary.

As a great part of the work wal detachments in charge of licu-
tenants, sergeantp and corporals. I mention the names of the follow.
ing in addition tq those already meutioned, viz:  Second Licutenant
Fravces Haveiy, Becond Lieutenan{Lataay G. Reep. First Serceant
Jou~ I. HoLrLy, Guidon Sergeant Eos G. Turoop, Sergeants HENRY
W. WiLLiays, ARTHUR M. JacoBus|FREDERICK R. COUDERT. jr.. Cor-
porals Epwarp -I. PatTersoN, Joux S, CLeLasnp, Hesry 8. KErr.
HerBery Barry, Louts M. GReer 'H. Epwarps Ficken, Lance Cor-
porals Caaries F. Stoxe, jr., M. _D‘F.\I. MagseLnes, W, I Tires. J
HEeRBERT CLAIBORN, each of whom|performed his duty in the most
satisfactory manner, and when in gharge of detuchments exercised
the most excellent judgment. and Had a full sense of their responsi-
bility. a -

The Quarterniaster Sergeant, L[ V. O Doxoute. looked after the
slables, forage, and general welfarefof the horses in a most praise-
worthy manner. The Commissary] Corporal, GiLrorn Hurry. fur-
nished three hot meals ‘a day: hall breakfast for the detachment
going out very early, and was ever|prompt and cticicut, enhancing
greatly the comfort of the whole troop. The musicians, artiticers
and privates perf&;rmed all their duty in the most willing, cheerful
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wannet ;. wepe ever on the alert aud ready to obey arders, thereby
reflecting ;_rﬂ:::u credit on the traop. The cn}irc troop aceepted
every dizcorptort without complaintebebaved in the most gallant
manner. ahdjare worthy ot the mumes of trne soldiers.

It there dre any better <soldier< I have never<een them. Out of
i nn-mhcrshi": of 112, Cvery man exeept one reported tor duty some
tinne during the week.  The absent man was sick in bed.

The steadfast attention to duty day and oight ot Serceuwnt
Norgis and Private Boors. First Briza le Surnal Corpsoand Private
Hogas, - E7 Company. Ninth Resiment, acting as lk'l:‘ﬁli:lph opera.
tors at my hbadquurters. is deserving of the highest praise,

; Respeettully,
: CHARLE~ F. ROE,
Captin Tromp 0

EXTRACT FROM ORDERS

GENERAL ORDER N 3 L
: ' HeapguakrTers FirsT Bricape, NGO N Y

New York. February 4. 1x05.
The officars and men of Troop = A7 were called upon for exeep-
tioual efforte. and they deserve special commendation for their
efficient and soldigrly conduct. By command of
Brigadicr-General FiTzoERALD

TENE ) » Y L
tERan Ompe B HEADQUARTER- .!l»:msn Bricape. N. G N Y.
BrookLyN, Februury 14 1595,
The Brigadier Commuuder feel< Yhat he cannat speak too highly
ot the conduct of the troops under such trying ciecamstances. \\'l.wro
ali of both brigades did =o well He bhesitates to mention p:n'\\\-u.»
larly any organization, and vet he teels that hie but voices the senti.
went~ ot all law-abiding citizens when be otters special thanks< to
Troop »A7 of the First Brizade and its wallant commander, Cap-
tain Cras. B Rog, tor distinguished services during it tour ot Jduty
in Brooklyn, By command of
: : Bl‘i‘_':ulit-lk(_i'uln'l':\‘ Melyer

REMARKS.

It wus fully demenstrated that @3] cuaed duty, day aned nichtin
service of this kisd, should be pertormed by the trooper nn-nlmlcd:
as he is able to cover an extendel poste guaed a I:ll"_’\"qll:llllll}' ot
property, keep crowds trom zathering and. when geeasion reguives,
cun o quickly to the assistanee of other post= leaving his owi post
temporarily. - By this means of doing wuard duty. there ds :jl\\';\.\’s
monnted amd ready @ whole veliet This was found o he of sreat
value several times in the vicinity of the troop headguarters,

As alarge portion of the City of BrooRhvn had to be ("b\‘L'l‘cl!
every sday by repair men and wagons, guarded by detachments of
cavaley, the efficioney of these detachments was thoroughly demon-
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strated. The kize of the detuchment depended on the condition ot
the neighborhood to which they were ordered, and varied from cischt
men to a platoon of twenty-five. Where large and ugly crowds
were found throwing stones and missiles of all kinds. endeavoring
to prevent repair men from working, the detachment was tormed in
line from house to house across the street, on sidewalk as well as in
street; sabers were drawn; two or three troopers lett imwedintely
with repair party, and then the crowd was told to disperse O
failure to do so, the charge was okdered, and the mob was most thoy-
oughly dispersed and driven out of the neighborhood, many fullin.
over each other in their anxiety™to get out of the way.  The suber
was vsed freely, many being hitgver the head, some tainting away
Charges of this nuture took plagt” almost dailv. and in every viee
the strects were effectively cleared and the work allowed to v o
After a few days it was only necessary tor a detachment of the troop
with yellow lining to their overcgat capes to put in an appearnce,
when the throwing of stones woulil cease aud the crowd ddisperse or
themselves, AR an instance of tfie fear that seemed to be in the
minds ot the pdople. two non-uniop men came to me about L1 o 'cloek
one night and qne of them asked for protection and sate conduct 1o
their homes. wo troopers l;uin;ﬁ near. I told them to walk Lo
with these menjwhen the spokesnn said. = Comeon, JAcK: we are
safe now.” ' .
In conclygiop, it was the opini¢

nof everybhody that the monnted
men were of mare use in handlingithe mobs than several times e
number of nlismrunte(l men.  Having had experience in the Battalo
riots of 1592, ahd again in Brooklyn, I am tully convineed whepe
troopers are well drilled. disciplinefl and tearless horsemen. that the
cavalry arm of the service is of the greatest value, not only i iis-
persing mobs, But in guarding pmoperty.  In one case at’ Buttalo,
two platoons as a skirmish line protected nearly o mile ot track,
round houses, warchouses, ete., two other platoons being held in
side slreets‘oppa;site right and left of line as a rescrve.

Trooper Tuorr.\‘r:, mentioned in the report as arresting 4 mian tor
throwing ashes gn track. received a cheque tor one hundred dollurs
from the railroad company, which be tnrned over to the troop fuod.

! CHARLES F, RO,
i ‘ Mojor N (i NV,

i
| OUR NEW CAVALRY BIT.
i . . .

The remarks: upon the ca calry lbit, model 18920 in the Muareh
number of the JorrNar are opporfune, and we should let it be
understood that the cavalry has not il'eceivwl what it asked for. a bit
whith fulfills all fhe essential requirgments ot a perfect bit.

The bit has been made on what ave “considered ideal lines. to
give the horse nal pain when used to,control him, and to reduce the
pressure to a mihlmum; to act. ndt as an instrument of torture,
requiring pulling, jerking and sawibg to bring the horse under
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the eontrol of the rider.  Thix is what we Im\"u ln‘l'!l aming "f"
these many vears.  The Board. in recommending this maodel, evi
dently believed the problem was solved, and th('-r-‘- aughit to be no
renson whv our arm should 1ot be tharoughly satisfiesh, '

Lot us see. fron our standpoint, whether or nathese expectations
have been realized.  The tollowing are my own criticisms, RUBES |
venture the assertion thev wili be uphell by many officers who Tave
naed the bit, and obscrved the working ot it

The bit 12 too light: looks stubby and short by reason of the un-
<iehtly S ot the lower branch, One o e Ill'.’l\'l\'l", the branches at
and broader, the lower braneh tapering, giving it the <uber bend,
would be a far more effective, more serviceable and by all wH\._u
more handeome one. The carly strapis practicalty worthless .ll\ls
Womatter of mystery why it was u»u\i«h_-n-'l.~||n]-]_\' wauestion of the
bit. a~ i that along were suticient Nothing !.;xls Leen aaid about
the curb strap and its proper attachments Evidently at was con-
<idered unnecossaEy, supposing, [ itnacine, that either (31\- ol one
woulbd sutfice, or w 2ood one be suppied By whom o Mo - it

[t is previsely s i shipe bailt on the niost pertect lfll\'?‘:ll‘t"\l'll-
ing to the latest deveinopments, complete as urt :lll-.l ~|\|||’ coaptd
fashion it were senit to sei with uien an b armament, with an bmper.
feet rnider, g=eless ta contral et motions, |'vr|'!4vl'1n;_' her 5;:1)'“ NTRIS
but ohedient to ber helm, Tielpless for maneavering, steaming oy
in her own sweet wayv, obeying whenever M ~u|lv"l~h‘¢-|‘ pleasare,
putting her living freieht and herselt on jvn]!:llﬂ_\f. This Y seem
an extrenie ciasc. to compare a horse aml oo ~h1|-.‘_\'vt 1t s uh oant
tHustration. for both are cuided by the handoand amess the ¢ reature
wets promptiy to the means provided Yor its nmtr-'ll'._\wur (.'l'\-:nu.n ‘nt
beauty avd svmmetry is deiu~ion and snare. The new . DIt i~
ill\‘#l‘-;\'n'll\v‘lll.tll\ the ol bone, st that wits what we luel a l’l‘;_:'l.!‘tl’i'v.\-
peets aned cometbitne more. We shoadd have el ciel pertect
cvery wav, with all it~ artachments We Lave been disappointed,
[ ant ~orry to vecori o

Uaine the obl curh steap, it is inpossibic 1o nuke it it in T||.t-
chin wroove, let alone Keeping it there when we use the reins, :l\'l[
will invarialdy pall ap auder the jawoaned the .I.:uul niouthed horse
Will toifow hicown ineiination wod give voa a fite rane s hethier yon
wish it or not. A~ it <tands now, the -Iir?'(-l"~1|n-f~ l'(-t\_\’.-un the old and
new it i that the latier i~ less ~evere, the Iwrlhvs I‘llnll.lh ot as
lahle 1o injury, bat as to hobling Lim or kfu-[.‘m;_: lmf\ in control
any hetter, there is o ditferenees . il any.itisin raver of the nl_d’ bat,
which [ constder w mounsteosity, The new bt talls through, v _Hu-
carb is in its proper place, and the _imrw «luy\ ot lul-'i:- a I”“.“' ;f”_l;,.
to acquire the huabit of tossing the bitaver his nose, Fo set it ik
the riler must Joosgn the tea=ion and let it tall back. Iu‘th:- mean-.
time the horse is inereasing his wot feaving and "I‘\':lkll.l'_:.ll]"l‘llt'
ranks«. only to repeat the [n-l'lhrm:nu ¢ at every ().|vlnvli(llllll_\. le
rider's attention iy thua required to prevent this !l‘l\'l\:‘ \\'|x.-'l|. ul\

shiould be doing ~something olse Horses are creatures of habit, ane
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the momentithey learn the
pustime on ajl occasions,
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y cun play with the bit. they enjoy the

Il have bepn experimenting with curb straps. but [ have failed to
find lone as batisfactory as the flat. broad. close linked curb chain
1 sogn discovered that no curb sgrap of any shape or size. fitted inte
tho ypper ring—the only pluce th put it—was in the slightest de-
grea|satisfactory. I then put afright and left Look in the upper
ringy, made a curb strap of two thickuesses ot thiu leather. stitched
together, with a steel ring in cach end (one ring had an extra link
to attach to the hooks. This wadla great improvement, vet it would
not stay in the groove. It would rise up, but not as much as the
use. I next tried a round“g strap. attached in a ~similar mun-
hinking perhaps it would hold better, and not slipup. It was
no improvement. [ then boughtin steel curb chain und hooks. and
have used it 'ever since with entige satisfuction. The steel catehes
and holds its place. This is givem ax the result of my trials, and 1
nvinced nothing else will gi\vc the same good results,
‘The propertions of Dwyer's bit were made for use with a curb
‘chaif. If he| had used a curb sfrap, attached to the upper rings
withgat hooks, his bit would not!have been proportioned us it wis
Each| bit should be issued with two hooks, right und lett, and a curl,
chainl. It will be more expensivé, but we will have the right curb.
and both mah and horse will satistied : otherwise we will gt
along as bestiwe may. We willjbear it stated the cavalry has o
moddl bit, when we know to the Bontrary. This should not be so.

beceayse therejis no reason why we should not have the hest bit and
not bp kept whiting two or threeyears experimenting, and then get

a half insteadlof the whole loaf, he error mentioned in the length
of the upper branch, corrected, would improve the look ot the hit.
yet would not] increase its uscfuh*t-ss with the present curb strap

}

J.o A AUGUR,
Captain, Firth Caralry, U N, Armoy.

3
THE |REVOLVER AS X CAVALRY WEAPON.

Seperal Eaistern newspapers Have recently publishied some ex-
tendedl views lon the revolver aifl its use asa cavalry weapon, by
Majory WriLLidy P. Harn, Adjguant.General's Department. and
Genenal DaNey H. Mavry ha published similar views in the
Richmond Tiries. '
Bath articles are republished
than the simple statement that the
cers search hisgory in vain for dee
worthly of adéption than those’r‘
Federpl cavalry, 1863 to 1565,

|

iwithout other editorial comment
ivounger gencration of cavalry ofhi-
s more successtul. or models more
portrayed in the records of the
1¢ men commanded by SHERIDAN,
Brrodp, MERR|TT, CUSTER, WILs0Y, STONEMAN, GRIERsON. and other

well known cgvalry leaders, werg armed with carbine, saber and
revolver. Thd regular army has fot intrequently been criticised tor
extreme consefvatism in such matters, but as the officers and men
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10 u'lnpﬂ.\ihz the bulk ot the l:A\:lh‘_\' drd not have the benefit of
war scrvice, they should be par Foned i they errin clinging to the
three arms carricd by the cavaley of the Army ot 'an' Potomac,
whicl won the adnairation of the worlid upon a boodreed tichds

Major Hatt says

“For the purpose of cotparing the salar and revedver T tuke the etlvetive
range of the former to be e and cne-bidd teet, and that of the latter ten
vards, and will assuime that aosqber thrnst thronel the body or o hard Tow
sver the head ane of equad etheacy toa jostol shot wound. 1 take it l‘h.tf ten
secotis woulld be required to suciossiilly carvee otie man and et within suber
redach of another, 1 know that 1 thres and cne-hall seconis an oxXpernt pistol
<liot can fire with accaracy tive <hots iroeoa revelver at a distance of overten
vards with horse at a ran’ Tl re is no reason why acavalryian should not
carrv two or even fonerevoners i be knows how to use them: and it be does
not know how to hamdle then:s 1 ocheve Bim better otf without any. W {\\\
Lis numbier of pistols it wenld be hhicalt to muagine 8 case where Lis fire
Wwould becotne exbunsgted before e had an opportunity teoreinad, )

STorecapitulate We banve for the maximum rimm-ni the saber fourand
a balf feet; the revalver is vgually zood for thirty feet, with possibilities far
tevon D that distanee, The rapidity of « Xecution \\1{15 the ~aber, ten s('\'un.dﬁ,
while that of the revalver is less than one second. Surely the tenavity with
which we cling to ancient arms mwicht wiell make a4 wise T-)Mn'r Jaugh, were not
1t~ effects S0 perniciogs as o semetiies ke a good ~obher w vep

cecne cavalrvinen claim that if the saber i= Jdone away “!m We are ree
duced to the grade of mounted infantry; others say that the time dor 1]<v1n‘g
2ood work with cavalry 18 ended s certainly neither of these ua.\ws‘mn_ha(\ ({
A conception of what a'terrible weapeon the revelver heeomes when in §k.\ll. u
Bawsds. 1 know of bigt one instance Where its use by g mounted organization
has ever been porfected, bt thee results in this are m')r.-_th.‘n‘) >nm|:1i'm‘ tor t‘“-
tallish its supremacy s a cavalry weapono were we entiredv devent obandi
vidnal eases in which a high degree of ~kill had been attained. ]

“The organization to which I refer was a remuant of (QUANTHRELL 'S com-
maned, nn-der a leader named Brion Aspeeson,  claiming to belong to the Con-
federate army i, w ho frfested the porthern part of Myssonr. during the last
vear of the War of the Rebellion These men were armed with z!.lr.w' or ‘h-ur’
Fevelvers each, and at the tine townich ] refer nutnbered alvat nity. l)he.'\,
atta ked, npon an open pricricoa cetiiang o1 onr lll--lllllmi‘lrm.ln'h.A\\ ‘mr
nutnhers T have heard virionsdy estinased at from 200 0 230 ANDERSON '~
cotntnand st Lt five or six i, and cnly cizht or tonof the i_-r-lvr'.ﬂ lrn-{}\s
escap 4 with their lives; the others were Lacd ont over the praire for a l?'
tanee of four miles agl were kiled with revolvers 1 have been nnn-lrunw .
anci b obelieve eredibiv, by en who belazed @0 ANDERSON S conmane, that
ennted pistol prictiee was thoer prinepal occapation, v )

“ Fifteen vears ago no progress whatever had been made in tei hing .;uI
Cavalre to use the revoove poand their deplorable defictenoy 10 the use ullllns
Weapei s bat too vivedly Glestrated inothe cnmeetuents with uu\.un'(m . ‘n-
dians, I propose to make partionlar pedorenee to bt one Lattie. R l‘l te el %e:
of onr late Clvil War the repastation of treneral CUsTER s & cavi ry com
marder was gonsidered by many das soond 10 none of those satiant c.\|\-
alrv otffcers trained in this st exeeliont _\r]u-ul. Le commanded 1-HI‘
Soventh Cavaley 1or joane thne previons to 1s7o0 Many of tus captiins biie
teeen trained in the same =choo!l of experience, and he bl time andd :';r,p-‘vr-'
Tnity to wive the Seventh Cavaliry the training and i l]-lxnr‘ ~uarested by

Bie v xtended serviee, and it is certazniy fair to =uppose that this resiment an
InTH was a very goond sernple of e United States g avalry.

SNvarty 200 of these troops wnedet Generad Costers uvmm‘.m-l ,“."Tv u§~
tacked 1n an open country, Do e el were eX prectingg an el i ‘,"‘“‘ 1.:: . nlr;l -
ing to the bestaecouts [ have been able to obtain, were .an:nhn.lt:-' :1{ l.u_e‘
short space of half an hoar, The Idian- claim o have dost but thoriv-hive
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killed, and sayithey crowded in updn the cavalry so as to make the fichon
almgst hand t«;han:l. The cavalry

*ems to have been marching by inurs or
twod, and when attacked on one flank it is presumed they formed, or attempted
to form line tpwards the enemy;ithe country is =0 level that the Inelinn-
would not have attacked on both tlanks at once, for the reason that their fire
would have bedn almost as fatal to gne another as it was to the cavilry,  Now
it would seem jto go without saying that in two mounted orzanizations cp-

as these jrere, the numbers offinen on each side actually tighting at e
were appr‘r)ximate]y equal, with perhaps some advantage in favor of the

he mounﬁe-l Indians have begn trained all their lives at this kine of
work, and it is heedless to say at thikt period how much the averze ca airy-
man|received. | The great dithealty fncident to training men to manage their
hors¢s and han{lle their arms when nounted only makes the aceomphshment
the more valuable when attained. We know the road to snecess in this e
is fan from being a royal one, and the work anid dradgery tonnected therewith
is very great, b¢cause it involves wiiit is known as snap-<htooting with the ro-
volvgr. [ am thoroughly convinced], however, that TG nien traited o ree
this weapon, mounted, would surpags in efficiency 10000 cavalry steh as we
then had, and I} furthermore fully believe they would in c¢lose quarters be far
more| than a match for doublé thiir number of infantry, Opportuniti.<
wonldl ocenr’ inf which such cavalry] conld surprise infantry or et anoonest
them under cover of night, and in $uch an event, with the power of tiring
with jaceuracy five shots in four seponds, and the contidence and eoras-
which a knowleflge of this ~kill woulll give men, we believe they woulid casly
destrov more thpn double their number before they could be checkiad,
“[The time deems to have passed When men become very eniinent i more
than pne line, bitt this very conditiof} of things brinws with th. sirety that an
in any useful direction is certhin to tind a demand foor Li< work: anid
ropose tomuke a reputable sapre as cavalry in the futnree, [ believe wo

must hend our epergies to training ok men to ride and.shoot when . minted ;
with this feat onge aceomplished, thege will be alively demand forour seryvices
8o long ay there pre horses to ri.le andl powder o buri,

‘kill in handling the revolver fhr cavalry purposies necessitates 4 cotbi-
of ucquir{‘uu-nts in connectidh with its use, and the LrOWInZ iLter st
Iver shm)gng. which secms td] he manifest 1n civil as well as unitary
, leads us o wo somewhat intolthe details of the business. and ) repeat
many |things which have been said|before. and which are evident to noet
pistol khots, =

. **The ~liﬂ‘icul&ivs to be overconre
ing it properly af the object the inst
the pifll of the trjgeer, the blow of th
deranging this direction till after th
with grdinary nefves if allowed to t

shooting a pistal cormectly are direct-
nt the trigeer is pulle Land preventine

hammer and recoil of the pistol from
bullet has left the mnzae.  Any one
e deliberate ain —that is, ocoupn twe
or three seconds in pointing the pistdll after it is raised — can sonn heeooe o
fair shiot by payigy close attention to p few points. :

. ue great tqouble to beginners i§ pulling too much on the right or leit
sille of the triggef, causing the bullet;to deviate to the right or leit. . Another
is, flin¢hing the idstant the trigyger is pulled.  Others tind they hold the pistol
80 loagely that the recoil throws tha; muzzle up beforesthe bullet gets ont,
causing an upwar{l deviation, while sme allow the biceps and triceps to re-
main sh relaxed that the recoil swerves the pistol to the right or left, before
the bullet clears the muzzle.  An ordi

ary observer, by giving close attention
to th points, npting and correcting|the deviations peculiar to himself. will
800n become a shot sutbiciently skillfl to eompete, with more or less Sieeess,
in the pistol matches frequently occurfling in ditferent parts of this country.
“

is, however, is bat the A B
handligg the revo|ver. It is what th
and the holding of the rapier is in ac
of fenc¢. The next step to be attaine
which 1s taking the least possible len

of what is required of cavalrymen in
tirst position of the fect and left hand,
iring the accomplishments of a master
in thiy line is called *snap shootine,?

hof time to direct and fire the pistol
correctly. ‘
i
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CWith the sinshe geton Colt's revalveroa Qistonnted «-yw:.f \‘)‘r »Ill'll\::xlzz—
one hand, tire fve shot= ju four ;m\vl nm-l-lhulh si(;’l‘:.l:\j;x?-llihjr‘r‘};”l l~1 :“u““. '.mpn
i i s trizwer o be poilled w R < . Let !
m‘v_\‘-l ’\Ilhl‘::r‘t;r“{r:\‘l:‘-( !I:r'l:»\;.u:; an f?u 4. mount a horse and put him at ioll
:\ u\-‘;d‘.:uul‘ln- will finel that the problem assumes a phase, (1!«' s;»lxlzll-'lxl:;f
i“lhivh’ becomes a ine art. There i~ bata fractional [-art‘nf':f .w_w.n‘l{)-' {”-:,:.j‘(],(.
the objvet van” be canght, and this must be done, the trigeer Jerked o

i i s 1 =~ Lo AT
“imted Deld wyrninst all the deranging clements o or Lix cpportunity is lost nesy

s r‘;'“l‘vr'“t.his kin-l of work a fair =Lot should tire tive shots in ti\'v.»‘m-'ul"‘ﬂ.
The ditficulty in cocking the revoiver is added to ('4'113;)14!?;'.1\!'\_\‘ t\\h.-ll]“l- 1:}
18 1 \pi i Colt's revolver is as moch inferior to sone ¢

horse is in rapid motien. Car plorir o sene of

i RES 2 O 221¢ to the modern breeeh loader. L
the double action otes as the oLl muz s odern brooch Toader, e

Artic : defective for rapid fire.and it is next to imposs

}""“‘ “l“ﬂ'} i i i it} t a nutnber of these revolvers becot-
<itle davs practice with atroop without an : . : b
'1‘1‘-"L|ll(i:'ll?) g-dp in fact the Jdefects and shorteowngs ot our revolver andd its :ﬁm
lm?miffxm are =0 nuierous, When compared tnl other _n-\'ul\-lv rsin l'lhl‘x m::]rn:rte.

it i : - it has been keptan the service so long. ¢ ealib
that it i= a marvel how it has | i the s ) Lalire
45 Smith & Wesson i3, if anything, a more 1r.-llﬂ;l rent weapon than the ((_Jh ;

»The tepival cavalry revalver shiould be ealibre 4vi urlm . )lm\ e f;..ur-‘:.n]« ;

’ : is k as; ble-acticn pistal: the churge of powde
arrel, and he what i3 known as adou : ‘ powder
tl:r:;llnl he‘emall, to prevent teo muach revoil, aud the ball shiould e larzeoso as
to disable a man as soon as heis hit A o N

“The best authorities 1 have been able to consult Jditfer very \\ukl‘} s to
the best tmethod for teaching men to beeome gl snap shots mounted. .

“ We bLelieve the best practice is based on the theory that sna]n'shootmgl.
cither on foot or mounted, is only a quick amea quick jerk of l¥ll))‘rlfg‘i]!"»;l1]t"
an almost instantaneons poise of the resolver, s¢ as o allow the ))1‘1 ¢ &
e -\‘r the muzzle before the revolver Las been acted upon any more than poss
cle ] |
«ible by the disturbing clements. A . . -

“We bewin by tend hing thoroushly in the gallery the prin wiw{nf )")‘x;“r
ing. aiming anid shouting the revolver with a charge of h"v. ;:r.lmh of }"((l“-:):;k
1\11qu "\ rnul?d ball. and after five =hots have hom}l rllr«;l. h::)\ 3 tx :\]'ir;—:rl‘n.(\“ )
: . i pist aded, a idlv gs possible for about thirty seconds,

vd snap his pistol, unleaded, as rapidly & v for about thirty seco
?-!L:uioui‘ng hixm to hold on the Lnll .-‘-«1-.\‘«: (;- 1!1»:31:{_.\] as ]\t»tl}l};‘ :1.‘1(‘\;“\11;?‘\‘“1{\:;
ri i a, ¢ asp the pistol gzhaly. s is ez : V
trigeer in pulleds and e <t} -eruit to aim and pull

 of 3 and arm, and teaches the recrun aim and p

the muscles of the hand and . % Hie revrait o wim oo e

icklv. This, and in fact, all the work connected with saap hooting,
b here the cavalry i< arted with a good
dited more than @ity per cent, where the cavalr : ) with a
}l}::f»1(~-a(-tit»n pistol, tiring about one-half the powder formerly nsed in our
rigulation cartridge. . L '

“We believe the yoal to be attained tn this \"»1\'@ pan ln; <-}r|}.|\i1\§ri :3

i . cisoat bis highest speced, v ddea s
ick, accurn: wting when the hore isat bis highest speed. 1 .
;lu:’( ‘:\‘a‘;l‘::‘;zli:l‘;l:c‘:lu‘! ¢ as =on ax possibie,ansd Jeave nothing in your tracks
W E - !
in a shape to rige again. ‘ . - . . .
“ General SHEripAX, in speaking of a French cavalry charge during the
Fran :;('h rma; “"ar aa'\'ﬂ‘ “The French cavalry chargeed ()\'z-r‘thr (wlrnuu}
~O-{ae y 8 s ! i ) !
r-kr?rutliih line, and after they had passed, the skirmishers ope ned ﬁre on t e
“A few words up.n the method of handlinglthp {)t*\'wl\'\'r wxll.ub:ming ‘tcl'u:
s ing 1 ] e » but meager justice
3 with a feeling that we have done bu . ‘ a
e ot ‘ho great i ance the cavalry arm. The position of 'ready
muatter of 8o ‘great importance 1o the Ty tion [Trady
i ‘kig very ctionable, on account of its be
he pistol up at a full cock 1§ very objec » on uot
(iltl?l;l;kwfrll. nndpdnn rous to tricnds. It {ms a tendency 10 « xlt'“elh:)‘mht‘
an’:! frequently, when the rider Josed his balance, tlh(_- load:-d ?'lst.o “u; )!:' ;‘th )
) i i i i me whe .
ickly ] sometimes discharged in so doing, at a ti on
quickly down, and is sometiny The revolver canpot be fired as rapidly, nor,
least capable of directing its tive. T 3 ¢ red an rapidly, not
i : nsition of ‘ready ' as when it is raised. .
we believe, as accurately, from the p ody’ as when it s ruiscd, 4
positi ¢ : pistol,’ which we have found most ¢ . s !
o e by he vtack i he right hand, which rests on top of the thigh,
he revolver by the stock in the right h . ! ¢ th
:he muzzle of the revolver being about two inches in front n‘,""" b'\,l'.)l\\ :Il::e
knee. At the vommand * Aim ! the object to be hitis Jooked at: when
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commapd ‘Fire!’ is given, the pistol i pointed towards it, and cocked as s
raised, pnd under no circumstances shipuld it be cocked till in the act of rais.
ing it tp fire. In pointing at an object| it is more natural to ritise the hand
than idwer it. ‘In firing to the leit, the pistol should never be caeked nntil
le is on the left side of the hapse's neck.

is mechanical work in handling the revolver —that is, traininw the
} of the hanil to act in concert #ith the will power — xhonld be peraes
vered if, as it costd little more than the using up of & few inexpensive part= to
the revplver. -

*“In} conelusion, I will but add thatour recular army is small, the snullewr,
in proglortion to population, on the fuge of the civilized globe.
is the rjchest, and our captains, subalterns and enlisted men are the best pavied,
These qfficers are recruited from the Fyoung men of the country, selectind an
accounyof and tralned with a view of ‘developing their mental and plivsicnl
excellence, and it would seem to go without saying, that they ought ther.
oughly to learn how to use the wegpons of their service, as it ill Lecomen <.
to try apd impart Knowledge he does not possess.

“Inlthe infantry we belivve

Our conntry

all, from the captain to the last private, shonl
be a shgrpshooter; in the cavalry, all should reach the correspotding oxeel-
lence with the carbing, and, in addition, the necessary skill with the revolver,
to tire, mounted, five shots in a less number of secondds, horse at a rn,
hit the kneeling silhonette four tites in five at a distance of ten vards,

“The sword dogs more damage to the infantry officer who carries it than
to anyode else, as that, with the scabbard, grets between his lews and interferes
seriously with marching. The sword and saber should be taken fron, all ot
cers and soldiers anul the revolver substituted therefor.”

and 1o

GelJernl Macey's letter [ays:

“Mgjor HaLrr, pow of the Adjutant-General’s office, in Washingtan,
;I)‘l}blishul an interesting letter in the Philadelphia Press and the 1
imes ajout changes in cavalry arms, advising the discarding of the saber, aud
adyocating the greater power of the revolver as the cavalry weapon.
‘ H¢ mukes his case well and shows that he has yiven close ftrention 1,
the subjpet. It is one which has long been liscussed by our cavdlry otficers.
“ Forty vears ago the Mounted Rifles, now the Third U. &. Cavalry, prac-

tically lﬁin aside the saber, anil dependel upon the revolver when mounted,
and the [iﬂe when dismounted, to fight. ’
>

“The introdaction’ of long-range arms was the signal for the conver<ion of
cavalry {nto mounted riflemen, and for increased attention to pistol and rite
practice. -
“ SaﬂLers were boxed up and stored away when we we
expeditipn, or were fustened under the left saddle tiap.

*“ In (1834, active pistol practice began in the regiment, and the writer was
ordered from Fort M¢Intosh to Corpus Christi to show the new pistol practice
to the cdmmanding genera) of the Department, )

“Ta inthwenty men and a sergeant { NcNavLLy) from .
twenty men dnd Sergeant Joux G "
of Fort .Merrill down to Corpus.
. “ W4 halted for one day
manding otlicer, Captain G

vised prictice.

“The targets were barrel heads nailed to tent poles (lumber was very
scarce in{ Texas ), which were set up in two parallel lines about twelve vards
he targets in each line were forty or fifty vards apart.

“Thq troop was drawn up in asins;lq rank about forty paces from the first
targets, ahd roile successfully at spee« aﬁong the line of targets, firing to the
right or ghe left, or to the right and left Rlternately. )

i trooper, in his turn, drew and cocked his pistol, holding it vertj-

v

!

hins
tichniond

nt upon a hostile

v’ Company, and
REEN, from* B’ Company, we marched by way

at Fort Merrill, and upon the request of the con-
URDON GRANGER, had our drl by the newlsy de-
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{ 2x Jose acal i v, and
cally past his right car, his right forearm pressed close ll_t‘\lllllsl ]111‘1:;';11;'.”1"1:[
rodle at .-pw-l down the line of targets firme to the neht or lettoor K

i ; ;o as mi be oridered.
and left alternately, as might . . . N

“ He was instructed to nxoand hobd his n',\’l" u}plﬂn t);eml.:rr‘t‘r 1\]1&1};1{\01‘1:&1“

i< pis va leve! feoan the hipand not atte .

abireast of it: to drop his pistol toa v 3 T
:llil‘l‘; a;l‘n‘-n to tire quickly, and cock pistoloas hefore, for the next targse :.l :

B 3 . . . RETI -y wWhen

S Tn tirine o the feft hie turned his body ;\\ _\\]'\X:U‘v ._\l.t;i ha ‘\n\ ‘n ‘(“ Nhen

§ : et very Somed of this practice, and so

f the target. The men were very fomd o ] i ' I
&f;ll';:j\i;'p--n" enough e prt more than hali of their shots 1511«1 I'h('xtxft‘ll:t'hv
El'h rewere twenty men i Troop s B whocoubd pat fve ballseatet<ixa

ore . .
an at tive es, at full speecid

breast of a man at tive paces, a ‘ N . e

“om this oecasion tvo men {oilowinzs each other strack thie l‘.\\r':.:xt:xll.t-
wery shot, The Jeading man struck the Lt tarzet in the w}xtu'r.: ' :l\)mn:mm
:1 x!il and <ll.'~-1|ping the tarwet, aud Soaving cnly the wnt} pole for L‘-:n-c P
who struck 1t fairlyv, and as it quivered nnder the Tlow the troops o

sarty heer. ) o et e A s e
h‘ar'l’ATl‘w warrison of Fort Merrill went to pisto. pr ln»«‘r‘\-\\ 11\)\ ,“\’x‘\.‘ll :‘ v
retnrned from Corpis, two weeks later, Captain GRAWNGER cliaienig
i . - .
h oy

shoot apainst ' F7 troop. ‘ .

MY en were vager 0 decept the challenge, bat 1 thtni:\‘\i't.'r;Rm ,‘.

MY . . ; rink o putatinn 1 centestw Ve

Adnt time nor fdid we wishoto risk our ney i n Jwith
il\“ iw“ l ‘H:: practive wax guickly taken up by all of the troops of the resime nt
CTOS, - it iy L ) : 3 ' i . e
T We then began te develnp the sinzle rank odrill for lnwn_x'\'hd ritlenien
. i [ e aps LS
which was published and wlopte Divr all monnte A troapsin . ‘
R . { i i TR RO W o}
SMCCTELLAY anter his oretnrn fnan anepeching thie ll Jy\'.‘l\.r.\ .;' :;“ﬂtr;“r
}“llrﬂl;l an annices, declared cur shirnastoadrili for nennted pttemen sapen
. an; S,
to any tactivs used by theno o " .
Ay were i pratedly tinedoand when 1 bad ‘}‘..‘.l(r.lmyi:' \]n “\:‘xlxt?“\lhi)lsxxll‘:« l
et - D icht) we halted, Wlismounted, .
he 4 sounded " Dismount to tizht! we ha ol un k.
l\‘“ "m:;s’;t\nj;g :»:1 the tine of battle handling rides in <even secotuds,
aT=es . 1S - ’ | ! !
'l.‘hc waber may now be considored an obsolete weapon, _—
2 i . | X 4 VT s . HU .
* It reguires years ©f daily practice to nake an expert gwonlsman, o fa
we have pover Bl any in onr serviee. . e e ol
“Only very ignorant people now carry thenss they make neise oW,
but, like bavonets, never hurt any enemy. o R
‘ ¢ v tae s of so-called cavalry nading e
+ b ave seen several detachiments o ' A Hins 2 and
hv\.l-‘ h'l“ln‘\"t‘riul to take the heads at “rizht cat and ri ‘l”\'ttr(]}:‘i[hr\‘i
o W in time to-take the ring forty paces distant. Thv}.-hu . 1n. St A
INx'lx”n = not they knockeld the rimes down with sabers upside do : .
Often i~ no 3
BN ‘rv\'t‘r\ed. wnld Lecome expert with the revalver in a fow davs
*These same men could 2 v A e o
practic Neithwr Fogest nor any other of ure great cavain
wractive., e . £ A
sver bore sabers Into actlon, - o . .
o In the Franco-Prassian War Gertaany cn-\w‘-rcldl F r.mcl- w \l}l ll‘l_t;:;n[‘.'lllhl(lll“:
i ; ile + aplendid household cavaldry o ' :
' 41 riflcmen; while the sp ! vaval F e
1;1;\1:1{(\-; i\\‘n(r-hmm\ of Furope, the {amous S“!).h\,\nhn o1 the world, we
Hc:tml\'e.l‘ before they could oot within charginz 'hﬂ':”;wi e and reosor
» I e ihic f ; < w > expert with the ritle am v o .

<o beElicient now we st become eXpe ' th .

Th u’f‘it'}))::\ nkly;ulnl be wray and nothing brizht or shiny should be upon the

e un - | ay

trooper or his equipments. ) o ir

!' When troops dismount to fizht, the )I“Th sruu]]\..l\ (I‘n if:et.l;‘g-rll')‘zill(tl-r‘}r‘111g

f f a link-=nap. about one oot long, huckle ) X

=cts of funrs by & Hnkenap, o ¢t hars: of the = t, the reins should be

> ne rscoof the soty

> the curb rinz of the next h - » 1 be

"“l"l ‘Snﬂ'gp‘ﬂk“ttla‘tmle of the dismonnted trooper beang thrown ov rl”-‘;n.‘l";n;-
M‘l 2 When dismoanting to tizht, nuber fonr ranging mounted &

mels s )

i i ae- s t of fire, ‘
pediately leads his horses ou ‘ ' o -~
o “ Thirty year ago all expertiess in borsemanship and m.\;gsm‘m\‘-!2:31‘:\&-

N ’ ’ VAV . . - an: R 8-
i n Now it 19  other wav: the horsemanship
ith the south. Now itisall the o way: | in=hij
1\:1:11‘41‘11) are the most i portant accomplishnients of the woldier
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very clever French officer wrate about the cavalrs service in Algicrs.
wed that the French troops always fought on foot.

n the introduction of long range rifies the Tomini of Locts NaroLeos
decl that henceforth the role of cavalry would be greatly extended; that
mounged riflemen would form & great part of all armics. And so it has
been ;| the saber has been superseded by the revolver, and tactics have been
dire to securing celerity in dismounting to fight and accuracy of tire.

- nly soldiers of a past gencration cling to the “sword in” hand ™ idea.
notably the English cavalry officers like poor NoLax,anid Very inexperienced
youngt men whose idea of cavalry service is made up of a prancing horse .

Lan
uncomfortable young man ill at case,’in his showy clothes nund gaudy, useless
gs ,

"

The French cavalry regiments have received special instruction,
in thd use of the petard de melimite, a species of grenade to be em-
ployéfl for the destruction of rpilway lines, engines, tenders, tele
graphi posts, iron gates, the breaking of reservoirs. bridges. and
other|like purposes.

HORSES AT 2200 EACH.

Mr. J. W. Howarp. one of the wealthiest stock raisers of Eastern
regdn,is in the city on business. Mr. Howagrp says that there are

more (horses in Eastern Oregon than humar inhabitants, and that
hey are running wild, and in many iostances are unclaimed.  The

horse | market is utterly demoralized, according to Mr. Howagrb

%evcr I yeurs ago there was more money in horses than in cattle.
ut during the last five Yyears 8 great change bas taken Place in
hese (conditions.  Now there is scarcely any demand whatever tor
orseg, and the brecder in Eastern Oregon has turned his attention
o other pursuits.  The future ot the horse. in consequence of the
increaging use of electricity and steam for motive power. i~ indeed
very uncertain. ~
T «I|don’t know what we are going to do with the horse,” he says.
“Durihg my recent trip through the mountains I saw thousands
runnigg wild. as any deer. They usually travel in bands ot four
or fivd, and are so thick there is po danger of getting lonely. it you
love o horse, as most men do. LS()me day, I suppose, we will kill
them for their meat, the same as fwe do with cattle. In Europe this
is dong now, and I'm told the mebat is very tender and wholesome.
A horge’s hide'is worth about &2.00, and it will not be long before
we will be killing these intelligent animals for their glossy coats,
This ig an awful shame, but we are certain to come to it unless some
new uge is found for these f‘avorﬁte animals.”—Portland Oreqonion,

I,
' MAKING PAPER HORSESHOES.

When paper horseshoes werd first introduced into the cavalry
servicq of the German army a few years ago, they excited a good
deal of interest. Several cavalrf horses were first shod with the
paper ishoes, and the effect obsoned. It was found that not only
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At the Diehtness aued ottty ot the '~|||u‘.||\~|[' the lm‘rrvl (\:\\"(l'\l:j
march, making it possible for Lim o n_:n\‘\-l tuster anmid tort nr. |l y
out fatizue than the bhorese sbed “’”" iron. but lhullllll'll":l]"l‘_r :l‘(;:
had the property ot being unatfected ln_\'. witer and other ‘1«']‘1‘ w\,‘
These new shects of paper are prrossed v.n.w\_\" Inzvt\u:r"nn\ .\Ij N
the other, and renddered impervious to the moisture l»}'t n‘l:\‘m- it :l
tion ot vil or llll']".'lltill\‘ Tl 4\‘ll\'t'l~. :.“‘.p -_:hlwl ln:ﬂ"-(iuir.' I.\. ‘1(11 m:‘l
ot paste, compesed ot turpentine. wWiiting, gun .:\ni l)'lntuh“:w:
and then ~ubanitted tow powerind h‘\-l:‘:‘.uln; prossure. “]';f' k ' .
“hoes are nisvde by wrinehieg up the paper anto miss, T'l\nl}v\h'\n\_'.:
with tuvpentine, sando g hx'u:n'_.n- and certain ”tl.”..\l\].)-"(‘:ll‘t;\;
lurr-.~il|:_' it and atterwanrd 4l|'_\'ih:.ll Prut HH'T(' ~hoes are Tess toug
annd elistic than those maete o tin sheves of paper l:.wl \l‘ll;' u.]i;rl{
another  These shoes are tastencd to the |\~>'l‘~\'~ foot \.llln,..l 'i\
eatis of paite, or with o kinl of 2lae nde o coal tar and eaout-
chioue. — N Yord Her oo «

~TATE ROADS

For the past three vears the pressof the Unitend .\'luliv.\ h:hl ~0
thoroushly discassed the ditterent acvantages of L{lN.'ll.l'tvll' -. :.Illt .~1.)
um\'vrml\h\‘ endorsed thi= retorm, that .:1|l Clisses uf' \‘IlIZ.('IIh'.lllbI].il“\'i
Ciate the x‘n-t'u.-sil_\‘ ot and are anxious tors the adoption ot suct laws
as will hasten the construction off Stte hichwavs, . .

Misenchusetts has from the vutset taken the lead l.ll (|rl;'ln‘:'|ﬂ‘(|'l':
ancd the spivit ol Lier Lesishiture bus been .\|I‘)\\‘l]l 'h.\. m‘t ‘,I,‘.;-.ni,:(,
Hivchway (',nnmini\m o permahent 'UH(‘_ ;.m.l ) ‘.;.|-.p|.n| ’.t (ht
2300000 1o he expended, under thy H\\.H\\"lll.ulc s\l‘l\.l\l-l\)lli A
Commission, in construeting new and rebuilding nl(‘l roads. -

As i result of the popular acitation, the United States r\‘(.'ll.'_:ll))/.‘\:l:
the necessity of a move in lei\-lll‘.\'\‘litilj. :nul utnder the ".‘\l‘_::‘u-‘u' :\.‘lx,:.
Bill made a special appropriation off THLO00 to mull ! I\rll .\':m(-
of a carerul investigation into the o nluhl}«)n‘ ot I‘():.\llhl |.rn~n‘_ Iulur ! (l
countey. and for the publication ot such n:iurnnulnn.:u ‘.\ l)‘ll‘lf ‘-l;:l];\i.
the |u~|'ll||l,' in bettering thaer ln;_'.h\\u\_\'s‘ The l)c'pa'run’::»“f‘n'i;]‘i_ o
culture has issued o number ot bulletins, and it is l‘l.li 3 ',_:0‘ 1
lewrn that more than a score of States have u}lrr:u‘l_\' p:\.\ﬂw‘n\ W .uf
Jaws, while nearly all the others are .\»l:uuun:_: tor the adoption o
meansures tor the promotion of this retoru, l .

Experivnce has shown that the course pursucd by .\Iu“:al\t luft ‘:s
is the vne which commends itselt nost strongly, \vo.l\x ‘.nq‘.“.}]‘u..!' \
at large and to theiv Jegal representalives, .lln' various | l..l‘l.tl u.:n;-
latures, and it is natural to suppo=c that .n_ all were f:\n‘\i iar \.'\\ y
the work here the knowledge would be atilized to ?rrlngl.t )()ut‘t.t-;{nl-
ilar legislation wherever the method of procedure is ~titl unsc . ed.

S(:krtinz in June, 1502 4 temporary comuniission was .u];}-‘,(;mff‘d_
o examine iate the condition off lll\'.l‘u:uls. un:} to «l‘ru.ﬂ a h . .Il:'},
vidinge for the improvement of’ th._\- hlghwu.\'.s ‘01 -the-("(l)l:nl:.‘ro.l._.“,‘:::\C:i
The law suggested by the commission was, with some changes. pus
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in June; 1893, but before any petitions for construction of State
highways were submitted to thellieneral Court. an act was introdudod
and passed June 20, 1894, incrdhsing the powers of the commission,
and permitting tho selectmen of any town, or the Mayor and Alder
men [of any city, as well asy Copmty Commissioners. ta petition the
Highway Commission for taking roads as State highways.  In place
of submitting to the Legisluture a separate bill for the construction
of each road, it was voted th t the appropriation be used by the
Highway Commission, without Further legislation, in building State
highways.

The 8300,000 has been prétty evenly divided among fourteen
counties. Before deciding whith of the many petitions should be
graoted, an official visit was paid to cach locality, and tull informa.
tion a8 to tho value of the proposed improvement collected.  While
this method bas distributed the work in small sections of rouads, thus
increpsing the expense per mile, the advantage to the people at
largél will be greater, for the reason that each portion ot the State

bighway constructed is intended to be an object lesson to those living
near by. County Commissioners and other officials will wateh the

as it progresses, and follow out the same lines in buildine
county and.other roads which are not intended tor State highwayvs

The plan is to build, section' by section. such fouds as will o
nect the great centers of trade, and join with through rowds in other
Stateg, so that both local and interstate communication will be ben
efite

The provisions of the law permit contracts for the construction
to be|let to municipalities or to private corporations. but the tormer
arramgrement is preferred, as it is more effectual in teaching the people
the aft of road building, and protects the State against cheapeningg
the work by thic importation of foreign laborers, an clement which
is apt to be objectionable.

| - Afresident engineer is appointed by the Commission, and it i~
his daty to be in attendance, and keep a correct account of all iters
to be|paid for by the State.
' Wherever the traffic was of sufficient proportions to warrant it
the r¢ads have been broadened. The advantage to owuners derived
from khe construction of the way i# as a rule, so much greater than
the injury to them by widening the road that, ina large majority
of cades, the town officials have been able to procure releases with-
put ahy cost.
irty-eight sections have been contracted for, and only eight
of thém are to have a width of cighteen feet of hardened surface,
all others being tifteen feet wide. As the primary object is to get
of way, the Commissioners are considering the advisability
lding single track roads in. the thinly settled districts. These
not be over nine feot wide, with here ard there portions of
width as convenient passing points for carringes. A mile
and a{ half of such roads can be built for less than the cost of a mile
en fect width, and the advantage in getting produce to market

“
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is not lessened, provided such construetion is t--»'nrinwl to localities
where thesaverage traffic is trom =ix to cight vebicles an hour.

Progress has been made in the luboratory work on the road
building stones of the State.  Experiments of thix 'kin.«i are carried
on at Harvard University in the Luwrence Scientific .\('!um]. whose
dean. Prof. N. 8 SHALER. is a member of the Highway Commission.
The chief aim of these inguiries has been to determine tho'qnuhln-s
which constitte fitness tor road making.  This will be ot 'T':Hm- to
the Commissiof in enabling them to ntifize the road nm.lurml near
at hand. and thus lossen the cost ot construction. s this wa of
the work progresses. maps are mitde showing the location of all de-
prosits suitable tor road building '

A number of towns have already appropriated money to build
their streets in the same carerul manner as those constructed by l'hc
State, and othars have purchased rowd machinery with the intention
of extending the work on roads other than State highways, .

Careful consideeation has been wiven to the '.nl:m‘nf planting
shade trees alang the highwayvs  With this end in view. experts
lave been consulted concoerning the hest varicties forthe purpose.
and the wavside traes have been examined. so ax to determine the
species well adapted to the climate and soil of Massachusetts.

As the estimated expense o procuring and pl:lnl’l.n}_' those trees
is not less than oneshalt a million dollars, the Commission has rightly
made this question secondury to rowd building, hut in the meantime
thev are colleeting such data as will enable them to work \\'uh protit
on the adornment of the roads atter the construction is \\"l'lAl in h:ln:].
The American and English elms bave the advantage of 1':n|'-]_\' rapid
wrowth. with shade high above ground. and the leaves falling from
:hcm cive but little obstruction to the gutters.  They have the dise-
advantage of being subject to the attacks of inscets, # that.the cost
of protecting them from these pests would be considerable. @ Maples
crow well and are beautital, though they often shade the road too
Tnuvh. It ix the custom in parts of Europe to plant the fn:nlndos
with trees which yicld profitable crops. In Fr;mu-( and Germuny.
for example. cherry trees abound. T these countries the yield of
the wavside trees belongs to the neighboring land owners, but in
some cages 1o the community. and their product is well gu:mlw.l by
law. There will be more or less experimenting on the part of ,tlu'
Commission before they decide upon the species to be ]»l.:\nt(-.l, I:'l('
law provides for the heginning ot this work in the spring nf‘\‘\).)‘
and from that time it will be carried on slowiy. ~o a~ to obtain the
beuetit of experience.

Fvery State should make o beginning on road improvement. .In
thinly settled regions of the country, where the people do not feel
able to undlertake much, they can do no hetter than to start the ro-
form by construeting scctions of single track roads. No community
can atford to neglect the common roadways, Our pm-‘pcrlly i8 too
intimately connected with the fucilities for communication.
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THE ROYAL UNITED SERVICE INSTITUTION.

The Palace of Whitehall and its grounds, so associated with the
namds of English monarchs anmd rulers trom the days of IEsky
VIiIl|to CaarLes IT, occupied the district between Charing Cross awl
Westminister, extending from the Thames up into St. James's Park.
Part |wans bur'pe(l to the ground in 1691 and the remainder in 1687,
The ppace is now coverad with streets, terraces. and public build
ings.| The boulevard of the Embankment occupics the river front.
The frround is intersected by one of the busiest"thoroughtives of
Loulon —Whitehall.  On :the cast side of Whitehall, opposite the
Horsp Guards, still stands thre old banqueting ball of the palaee.
[¢ whs built in the Palladian styte by Ixtio JoxNes in the reizn ot
JA)I+ I. The ceiling is embellished with pictures by Repess —the
apotheosis of James Lin the centet, with allegorical represesitations o
Peacg and Plenty, and scenes trot the lite of Ciaries 1 the artist's
patrdn, The most striking actugl scene in CuariLes's lite was there
enneted.  He was on January 30, 1649, led ot through oue of the
windbwa of the great hall and exceuted upon a lotty seatiold in
front|of the building. Under the GRoRGES the pile was converted

" into g royal chapel, and that it remained until atfow months aro.

The Royal United Service Tnstitution composed of members ot
the military, naval, and auxiliary forces. was founded jn IS0 tor
the allvancement of literary and acientitic knowledge connected with
the *dservices.”. It has a membpership of 5000, holds mectings ot
which papers are read, and publishes a Jowrnalo The sovivty carly
forméd the nuclens of a museani.  The collection was until ot late
wretdhedly houxed, and admirsfon wuas to be hud enly by order
from |a momber. Lately, by afrangement. government s oo

-over |to it the banqueting hall Offices and a 'splendid Jecture

theatfe have been added. Thelmuscum is now arranged in the
nd its basement. It’is ong of the most interesting collections
don. Admission is at a_ teifling tixed charge —sobdives and
in uniform free.”” Old flags wave from the gallery. The walls

“aro chvered with’ the weapons fof all times and of all countrie-

rogress of the musket can be studicd from the » Brown Bess

magazine rifles now adopted by different States. Cannon are
there|trom the rudest of old timea and of halt-civilized peoples o
the mpst deadly quick-firing orduance.  The uninitiated may learn to
realizp the difference between “ordinary,” » smokeless. and Seopdite
powders. The weapons and ammunition of the time of the Crimean
ppear almost playthings before present appliances. Large
odels of war vessels are thiere, from the Malay pirate and the
ships of the time of Jayes I and the Hanseatic League, to the areat
threeldeckeors vof the Napolconic Wars and the destructive 27-knot
torpedoes of the present. Everything connccted with modern war.
fure if expensive —these modelsieven must have cost large sums.
Perhaps ono-fourth of the 6,000 gquare feet of the great hall is oe.

cupied by «“models” of the battle of Trafalgar and a plan of the
ficld 'pf Waterloo. This latter is said to contain 190,000 litthe

A passing study of these will tend to a clearer conception
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ot the erowning ovents in the career of Ner<ox awd WeELLINGTON
than wenld a long conrse of veading . Muaeh o the sarmor, weapons,
and dresses hak been taken inactaal wartare

It i~ the relics that will periiaps aroase the wratest interest in
most mimds, Therd is a teavy e bor tuken ap within late yvears
from the wreck of 2 vessel of the Spanish Armada on the coast of
Donegal. - How the pastamd the poresent are broucht together)
The more precious ol ts sire foseb i ghiss cnsesa portion of
the standand presented by Quecn Tsakriny to Przarko: Commadore
Diakk '~ snuft-box . the sword carvied by CRoMW ELL at the ~torm of
Procheda: arm< from the fichd of Calioden, the sword worn by
Worre when be toll on the Plains o Abrabaan . sealping kuives arnl
pistols of the Indian anxiliaries on hotl <bdes in the War of Tnde
prendenee and in 18120 papers reatitng to the private sicias aned
the ~sienal baok ot the "(‘\1(“:]]"':]}\'!'”. i 1]1\:1!1!‘;!111 ared other n‘vj\‘rl\
trom the wreeelk ot the "“".\';I( Croonr e (';\Ivl:lill COORE = ]'llll("l
bowl . his chronometer taken out by Brun in 1750 el carried by
e mutineer= in the = Bonnty to Pitcaden’s Island - - a telescope be.

foneringe to the = Bounty 7 —the praver hook used by Jous Apavsin
Lis morniug vl cvenng services w hothe descendants ot the moti-
Heers Flere, quzain, are weagons n=e by othe inanrsents in Treland
170 Trepe Sars s pistel onnd on iy by Sieclanen A ReR
CROMBY s pistals, Nterons are the recapds of Tratidagar — w0 por
tion ot the = Victory's flaz, NELsoN's Tt arcd o dock of his daor,
his desk and ~l\\'nl'nl.~ Tihe Tothes inw Bieh oo tedl sore to b scenin

the Painted Giallery at Greenwich W see betore us the otfeers
ai~lies el in'r;n'l'.\‘m-_' S Jons MoorE from the febbat Coranna and
lowering him imu’hi\ crave an the ronparts ot the Citudel, Tuere
ion memento btoan Tndian brave inthe butfudo powder horn taken
trom the hodyv of the Shaswnee o Bict, Trovasen. at the battle of the
Thamesin 1513 Manvare the reninders of Waterlooand NATOLEON
— the skeleton of the Chareer Mo neos which the Emperor rode.

the ]uwkv teldseope. razors andshaving apparatos Jettin his earriage
the desk and chair e used at St Helena the sadate of Biicuer's
hotse: o map carried by Generad Proros and <aturated with his
Blood, X number of pikes el by e Welsh Chartist= at the at.
tack on Xo\\‘pnrl in 1=t reminl us that the present ~cdate in.
Labitants of the principality Lave tiery Coltie lvﬁmi in their veins,
am well 2= their hrethren on the other side of 3t George's Cliinnel
whose Fenian pikes are also i ciidence The relies of the
FRANKLIN expedition are pre ularly bnteresting . niost of them were
brought home by Dro Rk cne is espuecially atceting - -a silver
medal gained by o Lol at school an =30, taken with him cthen o
lLicntenant « ta <ea in 1=310, Veriedd Sn b= wrave in the far North
three years afterwaris. and hroweht lome with his remains in
1=20.  Numberless are the memorials connccted with the Crimean
campaign and with the ever re urring ITodian ware of the past cen
Nll"\'.—"r/u Nution
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Tp!: First Naroreox. By JohnjCodman Ropes.  Houghton, Mithin
& Co. 1895, A
‘ \$e have here the twelfth edikion of the =eries of éyuros which
werelfirst collected and publish

fen years ago.

o history of Napoleon hag often been written by his tricnds
and py his enemies.  National jpolitical or personal ends have in
ways shaped the conflicffng accounts of the times.  These
pought to elevate the work ot their
own hel‘om h) \)cliltlin-' that of] their onomim Even Frenchimen

2

dieend of Napoléonic "Ior\'. and the
dosire of ol.hcrs to kcep the pat otM:(.ltmul his name.  Those
.who jwere actors in the grc.n evgnts desctvbedl have usually devoted

hieir own repuatations at the expense

e arg not permitted to fgrget many thmgq connected with
names wlnch we might b wnllmg to pu«; b\‘ Pm- nn-t.mu-

th snnssms of 1804, and gavp thcm transportation on hc war
ship Can it be forgoll(.n that the hero of Trafulgar violated the
tckm of the cupitulatlon of Lh Neapolitan prwoncn\ in 1795, and

frigate? Did not “clllngton gand still and see with Ilnlltfclcnw
erms of a military ‘convention, to which he was one of the
prin |pa| parlwﬂ violated in thetrml nnd exgtution of Ncy‘.’ Fryents
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political mustukes in his obstinate retusal to make concessions and
in his reckless eonfidence in war

The outline of the Waterloo campuian is particularly interesting,
because ot the researches and investizations of the writer, whose
great work on this subject is now the standard authority. Oveasion
i~ taken to correct mistakes of torneer editions of the lectures relat-
ing to this campaign.  Grouchy is pit upon a pinvacle from wineh
his apologist= will tind it oo to lower hime e is convieted ot ull
Kinds ot blundoring. and of <onee wolitul misstatements regarding
tie Bertrand order. Other mifitary events are very briefly treated.

An accountpf the Fiest Nupoleon which doces not cover his mili-
tary history sedms at first like the play ot = Dauiel in the Lion's
Den” without Danicl, but such an idea s corrected by reading this
book.  There were =0 many sides 1o .'J)mlu»h ~ carcer that My
Ropes does not suffer from a lack of muterial in portraying bim. not
as o statesman, or ws a soldier, but as a great lawygiver,a wise and
liberal ruler. a ¢hampion of the rights of man

To make lhi}& plain the state of Europe is sketebed at the time of
the French Revolution, A corrupt nobility and a bigoted clergy hadd
brought the middle and lower classes to a condition ot poverty and
misrule. Civil or religious liberty, and cquality betore the Jaw, were
not known, l\e Revolution was the protest against ail this It
came in such a ‘terrible torm. like all revolutions. and it t.umnnl(wl
such crimes in tllc name of treedom. that its true effect is often tor-
wotten. The pooplc were not fit to govern themselves, and they cave
power to men W ho were thvmw]\c the fiercest and bloudiest ot
tyrants. At the bottom of all luy the tact that humanity was
blindly secking for more llluml laws: greater liberty of action. and
loss burdcnwrl exactions tfrom the privileged clitssen, ) Nupoleon
was the ]ngl(dluunlll of this demand and of this state of reaction
trom revolution following misvule.  He first guve the country a solid
covernment, with a code of laws more liberal than any under which
the world bad!yvet lived. Not only was this the gmul result tor
France. but whien he extended his conquests he also spread the spivit
of liberty unlﬁ{u ality among peoples where these principles were
unknown beto The benefits of his code, the publicity of legal
procedure, the Establistiment ot the jury svstem, were the character-
intics of the kil“'llt)ll\\ which he gave to his generals and brothers,

“Be a Lonslllulmn.xl kine” he tells Jerome, v handinge him the

Kingdom ot W ealph.\lm

Thux the fgndamental principle of the scheme of universal em-
pire was differlent from what is usually supposed. and it was not
merely a soldidgr’s ambition that carried his armics trom Madrid o
Moscow. His idea was to found an empire based on the principle of
the equal righls of all men. and extended by torce of arms In
carrying otit His plans. the mortal conqueror almost touched the
limits of that empire which was tounded cighteen hundred years
before upon tlw entirely diffcrent plan of morality and l»rnthml\
tlove. It was .ugrc.u idea. and often seemed likely Lo suceeed
|
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N.this‘hist(jric field thirty-two years ago to-day the crimson tide -

of the gréat Rebellion reached its topmost mark. A little over
a mile from tljs very spot it broke, forever in the East, as it did at
the same timg on the far-away bank of the Mississippi, forever in
the West. Thé boiling and seething flood, lashed to fury by sec-
tional interest and sectional hate, could not be calmed at once.
Fiercely, but with diminishing force, it rolled on for nearly two
years more, but after the double victories of Gettysburg and Vicks-
burg the end was pever doubtful to the hopeful heart of the patriot.
Peace, the white-winged messenger of Gop, showed clear and bright
her benign fa¢e thenceforth, even through the rifts and smoke of
battle that hung over the tangled thickets of the Wilderness and
the blood-stained slopes of Chickamauga and northern Georgia.
The bistorian's glowing page tells of the hurrying marches and
deadly battles throughout the widely extended field of war, in
which the ca#se of slavery and of rebellion went down forever

°Oration dellered at Gettysburg on July 1, 1895, when the Buford Memorial was dedi-
cated. s
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before the loyal hosts of the N
from us. | We are met to-day,
of the nation’s history, nor ye

tional Union. They need no recitul
ot to recount these thrilling chapters
to describe the incidents of the great
battle which took place here. |The pathetic and imperishable monu-
ments which mark every featyre of this lovely landscape, as well as
every advanced position of cifjher side in that sanguinary struggle,
wiill hand down to remotest g§ges the unrivaled story of American
valor and American patriotism.
I Our task is rather to comymemorate by this simple monument
and effigy. of bronze, and by these guns which opened the action at
this spot, the virtues and servijces of the great soldier and houest,
loyal gentleman, whose fortuni te lot it was t¢ select this field, and de-
cide that here the battle shou‘ be fought, here that the great issue
should be ,tried to the end Wetween the Federal and Coofederate
hosts. :
The statue of bronze and
dedicate, are reared by lovin

onument of|granite which we here
hands to thejever sacred memory of
Major-General JorN Burorp, and they too [will tell their eloquent
story of loyalty and duty tp unending generations of patriotic
youth. This living bronze spe¢aks to us in the language of the selt-
contained and courageous ‘soldier, whose caljn and dignified person,
whose lofty and confident beating it so impiessively brings back to
the minds-of his comrades gathered here to honor him. .Happy and
fartunate soldier thus to be hogored —thus to be certified throughout
all time to his countrymen ! | :

i It was not my good fortdune to serve under this modest hero.
My acquaintance with him wag but slight. Indeed, T never met him
except in the Antietam campgign, but I vividly recall, through the
vista of athird of a century, his erect and manly figure, his bronzed
and reassuring face, his flashing eyes, and above all, his calm self-
possessed and confident demeapor. He was, at that time, in the very
prime of both mind and body,and seemed to all who knew him then
to be an ideal soldier and lpader, and may we not say without
boastful discrimination or injuptice to the gallant volunteer, that the
ideal soldier and leader of that day and epoch was the well educated,
experienced and conscientious West Point graduate who had been
ripened and matured by frqntier service in the regular army?
Surely, up to that time, the world offered no better school,and right
sﬁccessfully bad it fashioned Burorp and STANLEY and GREGG, and
SaxripaN and THoMAs, and STUART and Van Domn and HARDEE,

and even JorNsTON and LEE of] the cavalry, as well as a host of others

of the infaotry and artillery.-
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But something more than West Point and frontier service were
needed to produce a Brrorp. He was ““no sapling chance.sown by
the fountain.” .He had had years of training and experience in his
profession, and although they were precious and indispensable, they
could not have produced the results which were reahzed in him, had
it not been for the honorable deeds of his ancestors and the heredi-
tary traits developed and transmitted by them. Such men as Bu-
FORD are not the fruit of chance. Springing, as he did, from a sturdy
Anglo-Norman family long settled in the = debatable land” on the
borders of England and Scotland, he came by the virtues of the
strong hand through inheritance. His kinsmen. as far back as they
can be traced, were stout soldiers, rough fighters and bhard riders,
accustomed to lives of vicissitude, and holding what they had under
the good old rule, the simple plan: *Those to take who have the
power, and those to keep who can.” Men of his name were the
counsellors and companions of kings, and gained renown in the
War of the Roses, and in the struggle for dominion over France.
In the wars between the STUARTS and the Commonwealth they were
“king's men.”

The founder of the family in America was, as usual, a younger
son who settled in Culpeper county about 1675, and became the
progenitor of all the Brromrps in Virginia, Kentucky, Carolina and
Tennessee. Belonging by right to the gentry of the day, they be-
came prominent men and leaders of the people in all that pertained
to the public defense. Whether the name was originally “BEeav-
FORD"’ or **Bmar-roRrT,” it was pronounced BUFORD; but when
trouble began to show itself with the mother country, tradition has
it that a familf council resolved to speil it thenceforth as it was
pronounced. The first settler’s name was THoMAS BUFoRp, and tra-
dition again hae it that he invested most of his capital in horseflesh,
and his descenflants in all the generations have been noted for their
fondness for the turf. Branches of the family appeared, in due
time, in Bedford and Mecklenburg counties, and their names are
found on all the muster rolls of the times. Captain THoMAs BuForp,
of Bedford, commanded a company of Fincastle men in Lord Dux-
MoRE'S war with the Indians, and wus killed at the battle of the
Great Kanawha in 1774. ABRaHAM BUFORD, of Culpeper, was a
liefitenant in the same regiment, and JonN BUFORD, a younger
brother of the |captain, was a non-commissioned officer. The lieu-
tenant becamd a captain of minute men in 1775, and rose to the
colonelcy of the Eighth Virginia, Continental line. He it was who
commanded the battalion of raw levies in GReEN's Southern cam-

I -
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paign, which, in its retreat towards Virgini:r. was overtaken at
Waxhaw Creek by TarLETON apd almost annibilated.

The Burorps, like most df the patriotic Virginians. suffered
heavily from the ravages and sacrifices of the Revolution. and
sought to mend their fortunes by emigrating to Kentucky. ABRA-
HAM, SiMEON and JouN, and perhaps others of the name. settled in
Woodford dounty in 1790. Thdy intermarried with the MeDowELLS.
DU}xns, ADAms and other leadimg families, and maultiplied rapidly.
SIMEON'3 soin JOHN became known as Colonel Jony Brrorp. and was
an. mﬂuenqnl citizen of Kentueky and Ilinois. He wax twice mar-
ried. By his first wife he had & son who graduated at West Point

_in 1827 an{i after a successful caleel as a manufacturer and banker.
beqame dlsmngulshed in the War of the Rebellion as NarorLeox B.
Burorp. 'E’bm gentleman was famous as a scholar and philosopher.
and enjoyed the respect of all who knew him.

(Colonel Joux BurorD's secopd wife was the dauushter of Captain
Epwarp Howg, who served nmrer HARRY LEE in the famous + Light
Horse Legion.” She was the |mother of Jousl Brrorp. Jr, B
way known till after the death of his father.

"Thuse it will be seen that the distinguished spldier whose services
and virtues we commemorate here to- -day, compies of a race of gen-
tlemen whq, in the lofty language imputed fo a kinsman. {\;er(\
ac :.J.lstomed %-yleld their perrons willingly unto death to do their
country goad.” SHAKESPEARE speaks of one of the name who may
have also been a kinsman, “as-another goodly 1 inas o England’s
ship of statp. . They were foryard and resoluﬁe men of action —
rargly ever professional men of statesmen. They were not in any
way, nor in any former gener:{lon brilliant people, but had strong
practical sense and tardy constitutions. They were honest, straight.
forward, coprageous, and hadia strong tendehcy to arms. They
wene pubhd»splnted citizens, dmng their part bbldly, and always in
tlne&vanguand of the race to which they belonged; and whether as
Scoteh bordermen, Colonial rebels, Indian fighters, king's men.
reghlar armpr men, standing up stoutly for their opinions, and domo
what they ¢ouceived to be their duty to themselves and to their

(,ouptrymem wherever it might take them. Hut strong and cour-
agoous and |generous as they wlere through mapy generations, the
very flower pnd jewel of their. ‘famlly was the lkmghtl) gentleman
wyhose najne we. are gathered here to-day.

Appointdd to West Point fram Illinois in 1844, he was graduated

in , too late for the Mexicah War, but wnth the instinct of his

$m ly, he ngked for and obtaingd assignment to the dragoons. His
|

i
4

. as he
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first service was at Jefferson Barracks, wh..'énce, after a short time,
he was sent to the Western frontier. Kansas. New Mexico, Texas,
Nebraska and Utab became in turn the nccﬁe of his youthful labors
and activities. Those border regions were'at that time iufested by
Indians, who harried the settlements and kept the widely scattered
detachments of regulars constantly on the alert and constanuy
employed. BCFORD. being of a serious turn of mind, and at all
times conscientious and thorough in his work. soon attracted the
attention of his superiors, and in due course was appointed regi-
mental quartermaster of the Sccond Dragoons. From the start a
good duty officer. he speedily became known as an equally good
quartermaster, and as such learned many of the leasons most usetul
to a general. He served under HARNEY, the greatest Indian fighter
of his day, in the campaign of 1855 against the Sioux, and received
bigh praise for his conduct both on the march and in the battle of
Bluewater. Later, be took part in the Utah expedition. and won
the friendship and commendation of ALBERT SIDNEY JOHNsTON and
of P. ST. GEORGE CO0KE, as a *-most efficient and excellent officer.”
After returning from Ltah, he was on duty in Washington till he
received his commission of captain in the Second Dragoons. when
he was sent to Oregon with a detachment of recruits. Rejoining
his company at Fort Crittenden. Utah, be remained with it till eavly
in 1361, when he wus appointed major and assistant inspector gen-
eral. and ordered again to Wushington.

This appoin t set the seal of the highest official approval
upon his character awd soldierly attainments. It certified to the
army and to the countr) aljke that he was one of the best officers
at that time under the flag. Assigned to duty in the defenses of
Washington, within four montbs he was appointed brigadier-
general of volunteers, and as such was sent July 27, 1862, to uct a8
chief of cavalry of BaNKs' corps. Without delay he took personal

command of u brigade composed of four regiments, the First Michi-
gan, Fifth New York, First Vermont and First West Virginia Cav-
alry, and at once threw them against the enemy. He played a
conspicuous part with his small but gallant force, and received a
wound at the battle of Manassas in PoPE's ill-starred campaigo.

He was at that time ripe for the gallant and honorable career
before him, and hastened back to the field as soon as his wound
would permit. A distinguished officer of the same arm of the ser-
vice, now the President of this Association, said of him that as a
captain of dragoons “be was considered,” in a regiment famed for
its dashing and accomplished officers, © as the soldier par excellence.”
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Bektlids in loving admirdtion, 'ibat “no man could be more popular
or dincerely beloved by his fel w officers, nor tould any officer be
mo’e thoroughly respected anfl admired by hid men than he was.
Hi i§ company bad no superlor|1n the service.” The same distin-
gmpbed officer, writing after hﬂs career had closed in death, says:
«Hp was a splendid cavalry officer, and one of the most successtul
in the service; was modest, yef brave; unosterjtatious, but prompt
and persevering; ever ready go where duty called him, and
never shrinking from action Bowever fraught. with peril.” And
t.hefe are the elements of true gireatness.. i
It is 1mposs1ble, within the

to recount the many details of
as a brigade-and division com
in the campaigns of Northern
Fredericksbarg and Gettysbu
skirmishes gnd battles; and ‘e
himself w1t.li perfect gallantry
and prndence through every
bearty and dngrgdgmg sappor
BuRNsIDE, Booxxn and MEeap
gseditious words, and wrote no
loyslly, with unshaken confid
dier ought, npbore the flag, n

imits appropriate to this occasion,
UFORD's splendid but brief career
nder. He took a. conspicuous part
irginia, Antietam, Chancellorsville,
, participating constantly in raids,
rywhere and at all times bearing
and leading his followers with skill
ertl which besdt them. He gave
o PoPE, no less ?han to McCLELLAN,

He joined nol cabals, uttered no
mplaining lettets, but honestly and
1ee and a stout beart, as a good sol-
: always to vict&ry it must be con-
fessed, but everywhere with ski]l and credit.- Itiwas his misfortune
that the day had not come for|the best use of ¢avalry in close co-
operation with infantry, but so'far as lay within his discretion, it is
plainly discernible that he belleved in masses, organization and
mutasl.support, and bad no prejndlces in favor of fighging with the
saber, or against fighting digmofinted when the circunistances of the
case called for or seemed to judtify it. He wasla true dragoon, as
well 88 a triue cavalier, and had he lived till the end of the war
could not haye failed to reach the highest command in that branch
of the service. !

After serving with credit, thpugh without any great féat of arms,
as McCLELLAN'S chief of cavalry, in the Antietam campaign, he wus
selected to command the Resexve Brigade, composed of four regi-
ments of regulars and one of volunteer cavalrylin the first gystem-
anc| organization of the cavalry corps in the Army of the Potomac,
andi rendered gallant service at; the battle of Fredericksburg and in
S'roxmun 8 raid. He succeeded shortly to th¢ command of the
Fu-qt Division, and bore himself splendidly in thefbrilliant but some-
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what desultory and disjointed cavalry battles on June 9. 1863, with
STUART'sS cavalry about Brandy Station.

From that time forth, till the end of the Gettysburg campaign,
he kept close watch, in conjunction with GREGG's division. on LEE's
northward march. In the splendid combats at Aldie. Middleburg,
and Upperville, in which he took a leading part, the Federal cav-
alry for the first time gained a subsiantial victory over STUART and
drove bim back into the defile at Thoroughfare Gap. Crossing tbe
Potomac at Edward's ferry behind the infantry, Brrorp pressed
rapidly to the front through Frederick and Boonsborough into
Pennsylvania and the Cumberland Valley near Waynesborough, and
thence through the defile at Monterey to Fountaindale and Fair-
field where, on the 29th of June, he overtook the enemy's infantry,
with which he skirmished heavily, but needing artillery for effective
work, and yet fearing that its use would cause a premature concen-
tration of the enemy, he turned east towards Emmittsburg, where
he met REYNoLDs with the First Corps. Pausingonly long enough to
tell his story, he advanced rapidly along the turnpike northeast-
wardly to Geutysburg, which placed he reached at 2 p. M. on the
30th of June.: He expected to meet here KiLpaTRICK, Who bad suc-
ceeded to the'command of STAHEL's division, but instead found the
town occupied by a small detachment of rebels, which he promptly
drove out. He learned at once that EARLY of EWELL's corps had
passed through towards York on the 26th. From the reports of his
scouting parties which he kept out constantly, and from such scanty
information as he could gather from the badly demoralized citizens,
he became satisfied late that night that HiLL'S corps of the invading
army had reached Cashtown, only nine miles to the westward, and
had pushed an advanced force of infantry and artillery to within

_four miles of Gettysburg. Meanwhile, it must not be forgotten that

his own command was badly fagged out. He had been constantly
on the move from the 9th of June; his horses had had but little
grain, and were beginning to need shoeing badly. The trains and
regular supplies were far in the rcar. and as the day had hardly
come for living off of the country, especially our own country, the
subsistence of the command was precarious, and the tendency to
straggling almost irresistible. It was an anxious afternoon and a
busy night for him and his brigade commanders. A hasty exami-
nation of the country about Gettysburg convinced bim that its com-
manding features no less than the admirable system of highways
radiating from it io all directions, would make it a strategic point
of extraordinary value to the Union army. He saw at once that it
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m}ust be @ccupied as well for fighting, if that should be decided upon,
ag for oh;ta.ining information of the enemy’s movements. Having
sent out pdditional scouting parties during the night, and strongly
picketed {the roads towards Chambersburg, Mdmmasburg, Carlisle,
Harrisburg, York and Hanover, he had by daylight gained positive
information of the enemy's position and movements, and in his own
graphic language had *completed his arrangements for entertaining
him"” until REYNOLDS, who had camped only five miles south of him.
could reach the scene with the First and Eleventh Corps.

MeggiTT, with the Reserve Brigade, having been detached by
orders from General PLEAsaNTON, comnmnding{ the corps, the day
before, Brrorp's force cousisted of GamsLe's and DEVIN'S brigades
only, in all ;\eight regiments of 4,200 men, with CALEF's battery of
horse artillery, which he posted as they@{;l;alchcd through the
town on suitable ground commanding the rodds to the west and
north, so they could support the pickets and promptly deploy for
batule. CFoRD himself encamped in the town. and it is now per-
fectly certainl that he knew and declared that night that the battle
between LEE|and MEADE would be fought at Gettysburg. and that

it would be & desperate one. On this importagt question the testi-

~. mony of bis ignal officer is conclusive. Having been personally

present, he makes the following explicit report bt what occurred on

the night of June 30th: «General Burorp spent some hours with
Colonel Tox |DEvIN, and while commenting upon the information
brought in by DEvIn's scouts, remarked —« That the battle would be
fought at thag point, and that he was sure it would be commenced in
the morning pefore ‘the infantry would get up.’ ;’i‘hese were his own
words. DEev{n did not share in this belief, and replied, +That he
would take cpre of all that would attack his frant during the ensu-
ing twenty-four bhours.” BUForD answered, * Np. you won’'t; they
will attack yop in the morning, and will come bogming — skirmishers
three deep. You will have to fight like the devil to hold your own
until supporty arrive. The enemy must knowthe importance of
this position, pnd will strain every nerve to secyre it; and if we are
able to hold if, we will do well." Upon returnipg to our headquar-
tors he orderefl me to seek out the most promindnt point and watch

3

MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN BUFORD. 179

corps. We held them in check fully two hours. anl were mfarl_\i
overpowered when. in tooking about the ('mxmry..l saw the corps
flae of General REvNorps. [ wax xtill in the seminary steeple. but
bLeing the only signal officer with the eavalry, I had no one to com
municate with, so I sent one of my men to Burorn, who came up
and looking through my glass confirmed my report. and remarked:
‘Now we can bold the place’  General Revyotps and :,-‘mﬂ'.cume up
on a gallop in advance of the corps. when I mm?c ti:e mll«?wmg com-
muniz-:uion: - Rey~orLps hims=elf will be bere in tive mmlftcﬁ; his
corps is about a mile behind.”  BrroRrp returned to my stutlot} : an«i‘
watched anxiously through my signal telescope. When }.h:\ NoLDs
came up. seeing Brrorp in the cupola. he cried out. *W hu.\ s the
matter. Joux? The devil's to pay.” said Btrorp. upon rf':wlnng the
ground. REYNoLps =aid. - I hope you can hold out until my corps
comes up.” I reckon I can. was the characteristic reply. The two
officers then rode rapidly to the front.” .

But to return to the regular sequence of events. hurl:\‘ ou the
morning of July 1st. not later than 6 o'clock. t‘:.\mm,r:'s pwke.\- on
the (.‘nsbhtown or Chambersbarg road were driven in from their ad-
vanced posts'beyond Willoughby Run. Brrorp, w‘ho was on the
alert. and wap promptly intormed. at once nr«hjred (JA..\IBLE to .~‘up:
port his pickets with hix bifigade and, if possible, drive thc.: 'cncm)
back. The latter having already taken up a strong position on
Seminary Ridge. 0_\'erl()()kix\;§ the rumr and its \"alley.. at the. -\vn.x‘-d.
moved proudly forward to theet the encemy. CALEF'S battery was
called from lie pojnt near tokn where it had bi\‘mmc‘kcd. and plz.:uid‘
in position op the Chambershurg Road by Brrorp himself. DEv l\b
brigade was [thrown forward on the right so as to cover the space
from GAMBLE'S right on the rgilroad cut around to the Mummasburg
Road. The object being to liold the advancing rebcl.s backA and to
keep them otit of Gettysburgas long as possible. or till th‘o infantry
could reach and occupy the ground. the gallant troopers dismounted
and moved fprward like infugtrymen.  The whole country betwt.*en
\\'illoughby“Run and Rock (reck was cm’ertsd by a well-posted \{:\n
of pickets apd skirmishers. 0 that no hostile torc.e could ;):USS; \
approach the town until that line was broken or driven back. Suy

everything; to be careful to look out for can{p fires, and in the

~ moruing for dbst. He seemed anxious, more so tl‘un I eversaw him.”
This same pfficer, who early in the morning of July 1st had taken

bis station in the cupola of the Theological Seminary, being the most
eligible point of observation on the field, says: ; “The engagement
wus desperate, as we were opposed to the whole front of HriLv's

prise was from the first impossible. and it was now merely a ques-
tion of numbers and endurance. As has been shown, Bl'Ff:RD. with
unerring instinct, had perceived that Seminary Ridge running north
and south to the west of the town must be held till .\h:'u)s s army
could reach Gettysburg and mke position on the dominaung ground
south of it. - He entertained no illusion of any kind; he liked cav-
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alry work, both mounted and dismounted, and hat} thoroughly en-
joyed the brilliant successes he had gained at Brapdy Station, and
especially had he delighted in the rapid successioh of charge and
counter charge at Aldie, Middleburg and Uppenville, by which
STUART had been beaten and jammed back into THoroughfare Gap.
We may be sure he would have liked nothing better than to try it
over again with his gallant antagonist, had the lgtter been there,
but inasmuch as it was cartain that HirL's vetera?- infantry © with
their tattered uniforms and bright bayonets,” was before him, and
must soon be joined by EWELL with STONEWALL JacKsoN's men, he
knew that there would be bloody work that day, and that it would

" be all the better for him and his gallant division'[if he could con-

vince the ehemy that they were ﬁghtmg infantry irnstead of cavalry.
For "this reason, if no other, the tavalrymen were|dismounted, and
we may be sure did not disdain to avail themselfes of any cover
they could find. The horses were sent to the rehr, or concealed,
and the skirmish lines were long enough and dense jenough to create
the impression that they were batked up by a heavy force.
" GAMBLE, upon whose front the main attack tell, made a resolute
advance, and after a severe struggle, in which he was effectively
aided by CarEr's well directed guns, drove the enemy across Wil
loughby Run; but the success was temporary. Gathering strength
from the different divisions as they approached the field, the rebels
in turn forced GAMBLE slowly back. By 10:10 [BuromD reported
that HiLL was driving his cavalry pickets and skirmishers in upon
the main body of his command. Although vNoLDs' leading
division had moved at 8 o’clock from his camp on Marsh Creek, five
miles from Gettysburg, it did not reach the field tjil a little after 10
A x. Reyxorbs himself waiting for his columo, repched the fighting
line at 10, and going at once to the front, was shoy through the head
at 10:15. He was succeeded in dommand of the Rirst and Eleventh
Corps by Howanp. On taking cﬁmmand of the two corps REYNoLDs
turned over the First to DouBLEDAY. WaDsWORTH commanded the
leading division,and it was this Eallant gentlemay who brought the
first izfantry troops into the fie
the hard pressed cavalry.
Time will not permit me to give the detalls of! the bloody battle
which followed that afternoon dn Oak and Semigary Ridges. Nor
is it necessary. The infantry atrived not a mindgte too soon. The
cavalry had performed prodigiesof valor, and agafnst overwhelming
odds had held the field for over four hours against the increasing
pressure from LEE'Ss veterans. If there are any| here to-day who

and with them|took the place of
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participated with the Third Cavalry Division in the part it took a
year later at the crossing of the Opequon and in the battle of Win~
chester under similar circumstances, they at least will know what!
GaxMBLE and DEVIN went through with, and what anxieties the gal-
lant Brrorp suffered while waiting for REyNoLbps and HowaRrb to
come to their relief. They had gone-into action cheerfully and will-
ingly in the morning, and with varying fortunes had done their best
for four long hours. Relieved at first by WabpsworTH's infantry,
they bad a slight, but welcome respite from the desperate struggle;
but the intantry was. in turn, overborne and driven back and had to
call lustily for the support of the cavalry. BrForp, in person,
rushed GAMBLE promptly and vigorously to the left front to a strong
position covered by a fence, under the shelter of which they broke
the enemy’s advancing line and compelled it to fall back upon its
supporte. The arrival of other divisions of the First Corps ulti.
mately strengthened the Federal position. so that the cavalry could
be withdrawn, first to the extreme left, of the advanced line, and
then to Cemetery Hill, where it was held to cover the formation of
the new and final line of battle extending from that place along the
ridge towards the Roundtops and Devil's Den.

Burorp had done his seif-allotted task successfully and well —
better, indeed, than anyone but himself then kmew. Speaking
many years afterwards of the part taken in this great day’s work
by BrForp’s cavalry, General FrRaNcis A. WALKER, in the ¢ History
of the Second Army Corps.” uses the following language: +On the
left the remnants of the shattered First Corps were forming along
Cemetery Ridge under cover of Burorp's brigudes of cavalry,
(GaMBLE's brigade only). which, drawn up in a line of battalions
in mass, stood as steady as if oun parade.” This was, as near as can
be fixed, at balf past threeon July 1st, and after their bloody and pro-
longed work against the Contederate infantry, was as high a com-
pliment as could be paid to the cavalry, but it was not all. The
author, himself a splendid soldier. adds: *When last it was my
privilege to see General Haxcock. in November, 1885, he pointed
out to me from Cemetery Hill the position occupied by Brrorp at
this eritical juncture, and assured me that amgfig the most inspiring
sights of bis military career was the splqyd/:'pectacle of that gal.
lant cavalry as it stood there unshaken and undauuted in the face

of the advancing Confederate infantry.” No higlier commendation

for the cavalry can be found. Its services have generally been
minimized, if not eatirely ignored, by popular historians, but no
competent critic can read the official reports or the CoMTE DE Paris’
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«History of the Civil Whu' in America™ without givmg the cavalry
the highest praise for fits work jon this day, and throughout this
campaign. “To Burozp was fissigned the po~l of danger and
responqlblhty' He, and be alony, selected the gfound,” says that
trustworthy historian, upon w 'lch unforseen cltcumstances were
about to bring the two drmies into hostile contact. Neither MEADE
nor LEE bad any personal knowledge of it. * * {* Brrorp, who,
when he arrived on the evening of the 30th, l):J;I guessed at one
glance the advantage to be deffived from these positions, did not
have time to give a description|lof them to MEAHE and veceive his
instructions. |The unfailing indiications to an offider of so much ex-
perience, however,-revealed to Berorbp the approdch of the enemy.
Knowing thad REYNOLDS was within supporting dfstance ot him. he
boldly re~ol\dd to risk everythipg in order to allpw the latter time
to reach Getl)sburg in advange of the Confeddrate army. This
first lnsplmtlon of a cavalry officer and a true poldier decided in
every respect the fate of the cnni"paign It was ByrorDp who selected
the battlefield where the two #rmies were about to measure their
strength :

‘There is but little leﬂi to say. BrUFoRD having selected and held
the battlefield, and succpssfully covered the formation ot the line

" on|the ridges against which LEE's veteran corps fought themselves

to a frazzle in the two d.n)ﬂ bloddy conflict whichl followed. camped
thpt night on the extremc left, and picketed the country well out
towards Fairfield. The inext day, after being edgaged with sharp-
shooters, he was relieved by SICKEL's corps, and permitted to with-
draw by the left and rear as far as Taneytown,and on the 3d to
Westminster to rest and refit, and possibly to be ready to cover a

‘retrograde movement of the army in that direction if hapiy such a

movement should become neccssary. ,
As soon as it was-known that the enemy had begun his retreat

ta Virginia, Burorp took part with GREGG and KILPATRICK in pur-

sding bim by Frederick 'and Williamsport throgh Warrenton and
Culpeper to the south slbe of the Rapidan. Hij last action was at
Bristow_ Station on Octpber 14th. The bard gnd constant work
hle had, dohe had begun to tell upon his constiution. Weakened
b'y his wound he fell sick, and in November| was permitted to
return to Washington fol better treatment tbnd could be given to
‘him in the'fficld. But there he gradually grew worse, and on the
16th of December, 1863, the very day upon which| President LixcoLx
had sigoed and sent him bis commission as Majbr-General his eyes
were closed forever in death. And here it is praper to remark that

¢
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no general who was killed in battle. or died from natural cause
during the war, was more profoundly regretted by his companions,
or by the government and loyal people. than-Jouy Burorp. Like
REY~NoLps. McPHERsoN and SEpGawick, he had reached the prime of
his powers and his virtues, and having been tried as by tire he was
believed 10 be worthy of the-highest command and responsibilities.
What would have been the career ot this modest gentleman and true
soldier had he been spared to the end of the great war, must forever

~remain a matter of conjecture: but unless all signg fail, he must

bave gone on in suecess and honors, and reached the highest round
of fume. We know from experience that —
“ There is a history in all men’s lives,
. . .
The which observed, a man may prophesy,

With a near aim of the main chance o things,
As vet not come to pass.”’

May we not from the facts related - prophesy with a near aim ™
that this good soldier's tuture. had he lived. would have been «till
more brilliant and successful?  His work from hisx first entry into
the military service. as we have seen, was of the highest quality.
It had won tor him gencral recognition as the best cavalry leader
vet developed in the Army of the Potomac,  Fioally. it must be
conceded that his selection of the bmllchcld of Gettysburg and his
retention of it against overwhelming odds, 3vere services of the first
magnitude, and indicate ¢learly that e poszessed the highest attri-
butes of generalship. They fully justify the modest claim made in
his official report for himselt’ and his gallant followers: A heavy
task wus before ux.  We were equal to 1it, and shall all remember
that at Gettysburg we did our country much servica”

Aud surely our country will remember it also.  In the words of
the immortal LincoLy: It can never forget what they did here.’
Having dedicated this monument with all the solemmnity we could
give to the occasion: having refreshed here our patriotism and con-
secrated ourselves anew to the Union, one and indivisible, let us
arzain, in the words and spirit of the martyred President, - Here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this
nation shall have 1 new birth of treedom: and that government of
the people. by the people, for the people, shull not perish from the
earth.”



THE TRAINING OF THE RECRUIT.

Bv FIBST LIECTENANT FREDEI}'ICK S. FOLTZ, Figst U, 5. Cavalry
v .

CONSIDER this subject in the light of experience in two opposite

.systems-+—the troop system, and the system of the Cavalry Re-

cruiting Depgt, where I have been on duty for the past two years.
The Cavalry Recruiting Depot having for good and sufficient reasons
been abandoged, let us see whether the troop |system of recruit
training full_ﬁ meets the requirements, and if not, whether we can
formulate a bcheme more in harmony with exlstmg conditions.
Each reglmen now has control of its recruits, 4nd can train them
together if so desired, limited oply by the condujns imposed by the
manner in which the troops of the regiment ar
points not trlbutary to regimental headquarters.

It will noq be useful for our purpose to study the recruit training
in Lont.mentil armies, where the men arrive at # stated time each
year, thus pei-mlttmg the formulation of a courseof instruction that
culminates wlt.h the absorption of the recruit in t.he squadron at the

still rcattered, at

auntumn manguvers.

The best w‘a) to learn to skate is to skate an«t keep on skating,
and were onn troops in active service in the field| as used to be the
case on the fronner, then there would be no better school for the
recruit than Ihls own military family, and no gquicker way to pro
duce a true ﬁghter and campaiguner. This of course implies thut the
recruits should, even then, join their troop a few at a time, for no
troop of for ; men can assimilate twenty additional recruits in two
weeks of bitter winter weather'and fecl equal totackling its weight
in wild cats, or even Pine Ridge Sioux forithat matter.

To Napol‘omc times, and until the Franco-Prussian War showed
the world h#w short had becomé the time for actual experience in
the great schpol of war, all European nations relied to a great extent
upon the tralmng officers and‘men could receive in actual service.
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Otficers learned their duties in their regiments under the meantorship
of some grizzled sergeant; recruits learned theirs in the rear rauk,
in lockstep with a front rank file to whom it was all an old story.
All this is changed; and thouwh our frontier work in past vears has
enabled us to lag bebind. and most profitably, we must now change
our system to meet new conditions.

Let us first examine the training a recruit receives in his own
troop.  The men arrive in small numbers. often singly: they are
put in charge of some non-commissioned officer to be drilled into
shape. The sergeant will usuully bave no particular love for the
minutige of recruit drill. he will, if he does his duty. be working
hard with his men from morning until night, while the other non-
commissioned officers about him are taking it easy in the intervals
of ordinary garrison routine. Small wonder then, if he puts his
squad through their work as superficially as possible. and reporta
them ready for the troop. with o:ﬁ) a lick and a promise of their
proper training. -~

The troop wants the men to help out with the guard duty, to
ease up on the stable aud kitchen police. to fill out the fatigue de-
tails.  The first sergeant wants Recruit JoNes as troop clerk: the
captain needs Browx, who is a tinner, to make some things for the
troop; the quartermaster would like RoBinNsoN as a carpenter, and
the adjutant must have Soromos LEvi to learn the cornet in the
band. Everything thus conspires to the prejudice of the recruit's
prelimirary training: he can execute fours right and left with the
troop, can march in review, and ride a horse with more or less injury
to the animal, though the mount tirst assigned him has probably had
all his fine points and feelings blunted long ago.

The lack of proper grounding will, however. show in the end:
first, by contrast with the old soldier, and finally. as the troop fills
with men of the new regime, the contrast will disappear. but the
esprit and tone of the whole organization will assimilate itself to the
recruit standard.

The recruit in a troop labors under many disadvantages. His
work i necessarily hard and continuqus, it we are going to condense
his preliminary training into a period of rix weeks or two months,
as will be necessary. :

No man likes to admit tbat e is unable to bear the strain to
which all about him are equally subjected; but a very little work
will make him grumble when intimately thrown with comrades who
bave some leisure, even though this leisure be gained at the expense
of greater exertion or responsibility. The two or three men drilling
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E{witb him are lost gight of in the troop when the squadl is dismissed,
mnd bis first assocjates will be usually those men whol are most idle,
easily familiar, and least likely to give him proper {deas. Again,
the misses the grdat advantage of competition and ¢mulation; his
iprogress is not dependent upon his individual aptitudp; there are no
upper classes for him to pass rapidly through; no afjkward squad
ito hold him whilg his fellows pass go. The pace of his little squad
lis that of the sloJ.est man; the single instructor cannot push him
Iforward aund negléct the otbers, and even if a corporaj is detailed to
assist, be cannot téach to one the exkended order movgments or even
jexcite the same irnterest in the orders of the sentinel pr in the saber
jexercise that wodld be found in a sqaad of men each ecager to be

ireported proficiedt before his fellows, and to drop th* title of « Re.

. icruity.” : ! ‘ ~

[ i, : .
! How can a drill master exact |neatness of persdn, immaculate

{arms, equipments, bunks and horses, smartness of’ béaring aand mil-
itary precision, when his recruits afe constantly mingled with othier
imen ‘who, for perfectly gooa 'jand srnfﬁcient reasons, Plaf not be ro-
quired to pay suc‘h attention to mere details. i

In the ﬁeld,on% wherever there is good reason, we uo not care for
rust on a bit, swept marks on saddlery, or bacon grealse on clothing,
and the forms of] military coartesy are relaxed; butiwe know that
“q;rgry man undegfstands that this is a concession to hecessity. We
-gre for the time deing savages struggling with naturd, with her cold
or heat, her hunger or thirst; her fatigue, or only the loneliness of
her wilderness. [f we know that our men have learned how a bit
and saddle should be kept; if we know that military deference and
i spirit is there, t*en we are willing to dispense witﬁ the evidence,
jand the training pf the recruit should be such as to Feave us in 10
|’ doubt on these pgints. . o i
| Recruits of troops at the same post are often cpnsolidated for
i drill under non-commissioned officers specially detailed, and this
: method is a step in the right dlirection, but it es not go far
enough. The cohtrol of the instriictor lasts only d:-ing drill hour,

. and at other timgs the recruits arel scattered to theirjseveral troops,
where usually they are under no gpecial supervision beld under no
stricter discipline, nor keps mord busily occupied ghan the other
men.. The recrujt, in this case, has the advantage #f drilling with

, & larger squad, tind probqb‘y undper a better instrudtor than if the

, selection of the ¢ergeant had beep limited to oné tfoop. He still,

| however, is held to the pace: of thg squad and canogt be advanced

' or retarded according to bis individual aptitude.

‘ ; l
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The solution of the problem is found in a depot troop, which
will bave its functions in war as well as in peace, and which, as
necessity demands, can be filled and made an effective troop. or
skeletonized to its frame work of officers and non-commissioned
officers.

' .Th‘e experiment of spoiling good Indian scouts to make a poor
imitation soldier, seems to be dying a8 most natural and well-merited
death; and as the Indian troops vanish in each regiment. it would
seem that a trame work might be given for a dep«)twtronp.

Let =M™ Troop be made a visible skeleton troop, not a nominal
skeleton.  Give it its complement of non-commissioned officers, its
furrier, blacksmith. saddler. trumpeters, tailor and cook: give it
back as many l\Ql-ses as may be found necessary: give it sm‘tion at
headquarters or at the most convenient post, with other troops of’
the regiment; give it the best quarters, the best stables, the best
equipments, and require of it that, in consideration of these advau-
tages, dverything be kept in perfect condition,

If #here is a riding hall at any post of the regiment, the depot
troop should be there.  Its non-commissioned officers should be
picked men, and to secure the most efficient instructors their posi-
tion could ‘bc made desirable by privilcgcs in the way of quarters
for some of them, separate rooms. and exemption from fatigue and
guard. Amonyg the non-commissioned officers should be an expert
horseman, a gymnast and a swordsman. while all of them should be
neat and soldierly.

The recruits should be quartered so that there should be at least
two sqpads in separate rooms, men being distributed as they arrive
among the squads, <o that each shall have its proportion of the new
a.rrlvuls. The chiefs of squad are charged with the interior instruc-
tion, barrack discipline, regulations, military courtesy, orders of
sentinels, care of clothing, arms and equipmﬁcnts. The‘ advan;a re
of having two or more squads will become evident in the emululizn

which will develop between the different squads, or rather squad
leaders.

The non-commissioned officer showing the greatest aptitude at
mounted work should be kept at that work alone, assisted by as
many as may be necessary of the other non-commissioned officers
according }o the number of recruits and number of claéses. Oné
.non-commxlpsioned officer should be specially detailed as gymnastic
instructor, ‘and will find his time fully occupied with gymnastics
and setting’ up exercises, with the care of the appar:alus, and tlné en-

H



e S G- e

H i . .
togragement and idirection of sports. He will ulso ysually be the
sword-master.» | ~ | '

When a recrujt arrives the offiter commanding the depot troop
hould see him at'once, and. by comversation learn as much as pos-
ible of his bistory and charactey, making notes gfterwards for
uture reference fand amplificatiop. This pl‘elimin'lr)‘ interview
hould be had before he is taught § stand attention.: He will give
be most information from a comfostable chair. ‘

The depot trod:p should have a Ih:)roughly competgnt tailor, and
e should be required to dress the recruit in self respecting shape as
oon as possible _aher arrival. To save the clothing. hounted drills

nd gymnastics should be in blug shirts and stubfd: overalls, the
eld belt being wdrn to support the trousers. :

The horses shauld be riddan twice daily, morning gnd afternoon;
they will thus learn their work better, and be mo]

ble the numBer of animals ridden once daily.] The recruit
hould not be i)ndfhed too rapidly to actual riding; i", is hard to go
ack from thdt to the folding of the saddle-blanket, the nomen-
¢lature of parts of the horse, and- other details whi¢h he eagerly
Boizes upon at the very outset. The gymnastic insyructor should
ork in harmony with the instruetgr in riding, teuchink the mounted
gxercises on the inexpensive andleasily curried woiden horse, of

hich a number ghould be axuilable.
Much use =hould be made of the horse on the longe. Halta
dozen men will léarn more’ gymnastics with a steadyt going animal
on the circle thau they wbuld wjth a lorse apiece fn double the
time. Groomingshould be! spcciuﬂly taught,and no man passed out
of the grooming ﬁlass until he can take a sweaty, dirty horse, wh‘isp
him dry, aud bridg bim to a state of glossy perfection fhand rubbing
his legs, and putting muscle into the brush. Time e ngh when .he
has learned this to tell him ithat grooming may sonjetimes be dis-
pended with, just hs belts and arms may sometimes be yorn scru.tchcd
and greasy. Affer every'idllrill the horses should b¢ immediately
groomed. The recruit thug learns.to give his first alt%:ntnon, on dis-
mounting, toi'his‘Tborse; and% the horse gains in caphcity for hard
work, in clean legs, fine coat,jand if he is black, stays plack the year
around. Saddlefy is to bet cleaﬁred after every dl‘:i“ before the
recruit leaves thp stable, suitable racks being provided. convenient
to water, where the sweat dan be sponged off, the leatlier well soaped
and metal oiled, before the saddles and bridles are ]i;ut back in the
saddle room. ; i ' i

On retnrnin%’ from riding, in warm weather, thq squad should

. |
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THE TRAINING OF THE RECRUIT. 189

be marched to the bath rooms and required to bathe before being
dismissed. This not only in the interest of the individual, but for
the benefit of those who are cumpelled to occupy the same room
with bim, for whose benefit he will also be required to be clean in
speech.

Stormy weather should not suspend recruit drills, but only
modify their character. There is always something the recruit can
be taught!indoors, and his military constitution is not yét suffi-
ciently strong to stand more than one day’s rest in seven. Lectures
take the place of riding if ihere is no riding hall, the attention
being held by requiring the recruits to answer questians in chorus
at any moment. As for instance (the instructor touching a horse):
“What part is this?”" The recruits answér in chorus: * Hock."
« Poll,” ete. It will ulso be found useful to have the squads repeat
in chorus ‘during rests at drill the orders of sentinels. or matier
which they may be required to memorize.  The course of instruction
should cover the whole of the Schoo! of the Trooper, stopping short
of the School of the Troop.

The routine of the day should comprise one bour or more mounted ;
one hour g}mnastics and setting up; one hoar and twenty minutes
foot drill, dnd manual of carbine, saber and pistol. For one class.
the order, might be as follows: Reveille. brenkfast, policing
quarters, gymnastics and setting up for one hour (uniform. stuble
overalls, yndershirts, barrack shoes), inspection of quarters by
troop commander, accompanied by chiefs of squads, recraits standinyg
at bunks; Ileisure during guard mounting to allow recruits to witness
ceremony and enjoy music; then mounted instruction, (uniform,
legging, ogeralls, blue shirts, forage caps). one full hour at least,
after which comes morning stables; saddlery is put away clean,
horses whisped dry and thoroughly groomed and hand rubbed;
this will opcupy another hour: then dinner, one hour's foot drill
and manual, (uniform, blue shirts and trousers); at retreat twenty
minutes foot drill and manual, in uniform as required for guard
mounting @t the post, arms and equipment carefully inspected.
Evening sthbles would be attended by the other class which would
ride in the_hf‘ternoon and drill on foot after guard mounting.

Special pttentian should be paid to neatness at table. the recruits
being req{red to: wash before meals, and wear a specitied dress.
The white btable jacket, or the blue shirt, is more econoriical and
cleaner thyn an old blouse. The mess call should be responded to
as prompt{y as the call for any duty,and men coming ie late should
be turned fut if nnable to give proper explanation.

:
'
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No recruit should be excused from any drill unless m%k The stable
pcrgeant uld need no further aseistance, usually, than could be

'who, together wxih the tailor ard Jtrumpeters, wou d take their
tours as kitchen " police. No old Boldlers, not requn- d for special
duty should be retained in the dépot troop, as the uun. will be
etter kept with other recruits eXclusnvely until he passes to his
own troop. i b
To sum up: T have outllned a system which conjcentrates the
efforts of alfew picked instruetors upon the whole contingent of re-
he reg'iment, and which concentrates intp the recruit

period much instrjiction which is now left to be pickell up later, or
not at all. | For its full effact, the panction of the Waf Department
must be giYen, but the plan can at once be practicallly carried out
commpnder who can ﬁqd the space nccessary to quarter
separately | .
s8ary pﬁcer and non-cgmmissioned officery could be de-
other-troops, together With a cook, a kitchen police and
erly.. |The troops fronj which these detaf{ls were made
would gain(,by having in tbeﬁr qudrters and ranks npne but men
who had received ‘thorough prelimjnary training, by Jputting in at
least eight ours of solid, hard work every day during their stay in
ho had bad the pdvantage of
cmthn or athletic tm ning, would pass jto duty with
their troops in tbree weeks, while|the slovenly menj the dullards
ould be held threﬁ mo ths if necessary, or discharged.
The Adjjtant-General, in a letter to the supermt*&ndent of re-

rendered ensily by the farrier, blacksmith, saddler ind Wugoner,

cruiting serfice, has said: “If‘ by eason either of tefiperament or

habits, or of mental, moral or phys cal deficiency, he |(the recruit)
be found menifestly unfitted for theservice, he is to be yecommended
* * * The advantages of this dispakition of him
are obvious{ The government suﬂ‘qrs the least possible pecuniary
lpss by thg enlisting oﬁcers. mistgke ; regiments age spared the
trouble or [disgrace resultmg from{ the assignment of ineffective,
immoral or discontented persons, an discharges from regiments be-
fore expiration of:term, always p‘ ductive of restlessness among
and file, are reduced to a
minimom. | * *' * It must remembered that the depots
aire not disdiplinary institutions for|loafers, criminals gnd worthless
men. When a recruit is found be a dullard, a| drone, or a
drankard, hie is notionly of no.account to the service, bht an incubus
upon it, to [be got rid of by speedy discharge on special report.”
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The War Jbepartment has shown perfect willingness to discharge

, undesirablg men upon the recommendation of the commanding

officer of gfhe cavslry recruiting depot. and it is presamed that it
would. in the same way, second the efforts of regimental commanders,

Tiie cqmmander of the depot troop, having all his eftorts con-
centrated lon one object, und being assisted by non-commissioned
officers sitpilarly intent, would Yave a better opportusity than the

~ commanddr of a regular troop. of judging the unfitness of men for

military sérvice, ar for the cavalry arm. He would thus be able to
rid the sdrvice within a few weeks of men who otherwise would
lower the|standard of the regiment, and who while borne on the
rolls wou never render any returns to the government for the
moncy and effort wasted upon them. It canpot be claimed that the
recruitinglofficer bas made no mistakes. yet we at present retain all
the men he sends, unless they can be discharged for physical disa-
bility. by the action of courts-martial, or of their own motion. by
purchase. | Cunnot every troop commander put his finger upon men
p who are dead timber, but whom he cannot get rid of?
e once more from the Adjutant-General's letter: “The
nctions of recruiting depots are (1) to determine the apti-

principal

tude of thp recruit for military service, and (2) to give him such
preliminany instraction,” etc., etc.  We have been giving him some
preliminany instruction, but we have worked up every man regard-

less of hisjaptitude and fitness, even whén, without special investi-
gation, hid want of aptitude or boefunﬁtneqs forced themesclves upon
our obseryation. Let us then assume all of the funetions which,
with the mantle of the departed cavalry recruiting depot, have
fallen upoy our regimental shoulders.




¢

CO\IVI-,RSA'L}GNS ON CAVALRY; BY PRINCH KRAFT ZU
o _HOHENLOHE- INGELFINGEN’.

* TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN,
By LIRUTENANT CARL REICHMANN, NINTH INFANTRY, U. §. ARMY.

:
THIRTEENTH CONVER$ATION (APRIL 18, 1886).— THE SUBSEQUENT TRAINING OF
| THE owp:n MEN AND HORSES.

H. You sald the last time yom did not approve pf forming the
squadron anew each spring from ‘Vthe riding squadi and that the

squadron should remain formed throughout the wmt_r.

8. That is my:opinion. l

H. When %he eserves have béen dismissed and the recruits are
not yet sufficiently; advanced to dn Il with the squadron, the latter
becomes so small as to cease to be s squadron. :

8. Italwaysida squadrtn though a weak one. What does that
mean? We assumed forty recruits per year (including one one-
year volunteers) as a high ggure.; For these we need thirty-nine
service. horses, for the one-year volunteer furnishes his own mount.
Two contingents of remoun‘s. numbering twenty-six horses, must
be deducted ; total slxty -five, leavipg seventy horses ifor the formed
squadron. ‘l

H. You forget the twenty:- sux remount riders, the trumpeters
and non-comnissioned officers.

S. The twenty-mx remount riders (if we have- t.hat number)
must ride old horses, in addition ko the remounts, otherwise they
“cannot remain firm riders. Nor shoild wo forget that there are

"some recruits from the previous ye r who nced additional training
in riding. Let us calculate the ngmber of horses first, that of the
men afterward. If we wish to drill| merely, we may form a squadron
of three platoons from the seventy horses, if in the number of the
most indispensable non-commissioped officers we limit ourselves to
those on the flanks; that is, sixtydifour trumpeters and eleven files
per platoon (inclusive of two blank! files), or twenty riders
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H A singlé sick or detached horse will throw this calculation
out. N~

S Notatall; I sfuply take an additional blank file.

H. ScaMipt does not’approve of that.

For the groat divisional exercises; and there I concur with
him. For cxercise within the squadron he wishes to have drill in
single rank diligently practiced. He would not object to u few
blank files in that case. I have another reason, however, why I
would not like 10 form the squadron of seventy horses in three pla-
toons of eleven ftiles. which is the usual formation during winter.

H. What is your reason?

S. 1 would be limited to the six flank non-commissioned officers,
besides depriving the remaining nine non-commissioned officers of
their horses. My desire is to give to the squadron that formation
in which it would have to take the field, and there each of the fif.
teen non-commissioned officers must have his horse, which, more-
over, he should ride throughout the winter. Hence it would be

rarely th;{(muld turn out with the squadron formed in three pla-

o

toons to gorhrough some drill movements; I would form it detinitely
in two platoons iu double rank, or in four platoons in single rank.
[ have enough horses for thut purpose. though some may bave to be
deducted on account of detached service or sicknees, for after allow-
ing for fifteen non-commissioned officers’ horses and four trumpeters’
horses there remain fifty-one horses for the other riders.

H. The idea of forming the rquadron in four platoans in single
rank is an excellent one. It would enable us to have drill in single
rank during the winter as advocated by ScEMipT, without losing
thereby much of the time allotted to drill. Would you not rather
form the squadron in single rank anyway until the recruits join it,
who then might ride in the rear rank?

S. That sounds very pretiy. but is impracticable. because for
orderly drill we need other riders in the rear rank also. specially for
the guide file of each platoon. Furthermore, if the troop rides in
single rank for six months, the men will lose eye tor. and practice in,
the observance of djstances in wheeling by platoons.

H. Because there is no rear rank; that is true. It did not
ovcur to me. [ sﬂ)pose you also agree that the platoons should not
be less than eleven files on accoynt of the distance.

S. Theoretically drill with ten files per platoon is impracticable,
because in that case (including chief of platoon and his distance)
there would be grenter depth than front: in practice, however itis

otherwise. It is practicable with ten files. Let us, however. lake
#
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eleven files as & basis. I for one would rather drill with eleven than
with ten filea. !

H. How will you get ‘the rﬂders for the fifty }one horses with
which you are going to drill during the winter? |

8. . We have 133 men in the §quadron, from which are to be de-
ducted fifteen non-commissioned pflicers, four trumpeters, eight men
on an average detached from the regiment, four 6fficers’ servants,
two per cent. sick, i. e.,one or twp mon; five men for guard, kitchen
or other interior service, lpstly thirty-nine recruifs; total seventy-
seven men, which leaves us fifty:pix. ;

H. Then you have five men|more in the squagron tbam horses,
and you eannot have every maniride every day. TThat has its dis-
advantages. 1t will not be possible to have every remount rider
ride daily an old horse in addition to the remount.|

S. I shall take good care not|to let the select; test riders forget
how to ride a trained horse. Other losses must alko be considered.
There are the tradesmen of thejsquadron who d¢ not ride every
day, also men detailed, away frpm the regiment, as for instance
“ordnances du jour" (daily messenger details), etc., and lastly, I
prefer to bave the worst riders change off and not ride every day,
than to let the best riders get rusty. |

H. These best riders are kep in practice by tlielr remounts,

S. They might very easily apquire a faulty seat, and particu-
larly so if serving in the second year, need daily practice on a
trained horse to confirm the corfpct rider feeling.; Some old, firm,
excellent riders (non-commissiofjed officers) whoj, on account of
their reputaf.lon have an opportupity to ride officers’ horses within
and without the regiment, are tNe only ones whor* I might excuse
from riding each day on old horsds in addition to the remount, if I
bhave not enough horses. :

H. In the number of horses
though you have in the number

S. Because the sick horse wo
the reverse. The whole calculati
and subject to many variatipns.
recruits and remount ridens is s
have to ride two borses daily, thd
remount riders and recrui ' ;

H. Verywell. Let us assumejour squadron to covsist of seventy
borses during winter. Are you npt afraid you are acting contrary
to all our traditions in not dividing the older mdn and horses in
riding equads ? Is it not necessany to confirm the riding proficiency

1l

ou have not allowed for the sick,
men. v

hld balance the sick man, but not
Ohn, however, is an approximation,
or instance, when the number of
aller, so that some of the latter
I need fewer old horses for the

o
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proper after the great summer exercises? Do yeun not think that
the recruits of the past yvear will need additional training? Do you
think that, after undergoing two years lrainili;: the remounts are
so tirm (laggards excepted) that thev can serve eight yvears more
and drill continually without bemg gone ovdr again? Does not
ScHMIDT demand that even the riders of the firt-class, according to
the then riding instructions, work their horses dver again during the
winter?

S. You are asking a great many questions :n once. In the first
place, I bave not said at all that I would not diride the older riders
into riding squads: because I form them in a sngall squadron during
winter, [ no more mean to omit that than to fail to do away with
the division into squads in the spring and summer after the recruits
bave been placed in ranks. ScuMIDT demandb expressly that the
division into riding squads be kept up during the summer. Why
should I not demand that the squadron rerhain formed during
winter, when the riding under supervision of the unad instructors
i~ chiefly practiced? With this demand. I am not in’opposition to
a single one of our old traditions. On the contrary. I am following
an old tradition from the glorious period of the cavalry. The
sjuadrons of the Great King remained ready for war as such
throughout the year, and it did not prevent them from turning out
for riding. You may infer that from the ungracious remark of the
king mentioned by MaRWITZ. as you stated yourself The king said:
¢ Who is in charge of the riding of the squadron?” Do yvou think
that there was no individual riding under supervision of the squad
instructors? The squadron commander, lieutenant, cornet or first
sergeant, whoever was in charge, could not by himself bave super-
intended the riding of the whole squadron.

H. Each instructor no doubt had his own squad. Last fall you
invited my attention to the essay, “A Visit to Ohlau in 1772,
which appeared in No. 41 of the official publieation. The Comrade,
on October 10, 1885. There the Saxon officer who visited SeipLITZ
reports, that in the evening after the horses had been taken to
water, “each rider took a turn around the place at a gallop, and
finished by taking some obstacles at full speed and with ease.”” The
report continues: “All the officers were assembled on the place dis-
mounted. They followed attentively the movements of eacb rider,
correcting here, remedying there, and advising.” In the morning
the general drilled; he commanded everything himself, and for an
hour—that was the duration of the drill—not a word was spoken
or movement made except by his order.

-
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S. I wish we could tarn out|twice each day, once in the morn-
ing for an hour’s drill, and once fr another hour, more convenicently
appointed, for individual riding pnd “tummeln.” : Besides the dis-
tance of the drill ground from |[the stables there are many other
circamstances which prevent ug|from doing so if most gurrisons.
As for the rest, we can do just as|SEipLITZ did —drjll and individual
riding on the same day. Both tle formed sqiiadrén .and riding in
squads should go on at the same itime throughout the year, summer
and winter. [ can see no reason||why this approvéd practice of the
Great King has been departed frbm.

H. Slmply because of the mdoption of universal liability to
three years' service, and the regulting reduction|of the squadron
after furloughing the reserves.

S. We know that that is~udY|a good reason. ny way, we can
drill in the school of the squadfon with four platoons in double
rank, bowever reduced the squadron may be. All we have to o is
to combine several squadrons foriithe purpose. ;

H. Not often, let us hope. | The squadron sBould form a unit
in itself. R

8. Certainly; not often, how¢ver, perhaps twicg or thrice during
the winter. As to your questions regarding additjonal training of
recruits and old remounts of the past year, no otle could be better
convinced of its necessity thanjam. But it can|also be done, if
the squadron turns out formed aslpquadron, and, on|the drill ground,
is divided into riding squads. I fm, however, decifledly opposed to
retraining and tormenting every year, as is univiersally done, all
well trained horses which are firmh in their gaits, tor it simply resulits
in harm to them, It is uselesq cruelty to animgls, and, what is
worse, the main ideas of riding, Which were imparted to the recruit
with 8o much care, are also rumeqd

H. Howso? _ i

S. If a man is to give addjtional training t9 a well trained
horse, he is a’pt; without being alje to account for ik, to get the idea
that the horsd-~is not going well dhough, and that phe rider feeling
heretofore experieneed is not the|rorrect'one. Thus he is taught to
play at equerry, to *‘kniebeln,” .fp work backward, when it would
be well to reward ‘the borse for {{ts accomplishntents by leaving it
alone. The man is therefbre taufht something wrgng— to mistrain

H. I cannot rid myself of thpo idea that it will be quite neces-

rary for many horges to lbe gone pver again thoro ghl) during the
winter. . -
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8. You express there a truth in exact form, Some hgrses need
it very much, but not all of them. Hence, in individual lullnl' of
squads of old men on old horses during winter. those alone which
need it should be bent to it by preparatory exercises or any other
means yvou may choose, but never all the horses, nor sbould bung-
lers over be placed on horses to be retained. but on the contrary the
very best riders. Those lessons should be applied which tend to
eradicate the difficulties named. The training should, however, not
be -~en bloc,” nor should the whole squad be put through all of the
second part of the riding instructions. Least of all, should the two
illustrations of the presentation of a squad for inspection. which are
given on pages 195 and 196, ;I\ worked into a scheme “F.” in con-
formity to which the whole yeur's work is regulated, and for which
coaching is done ad nauseam.as you may frequently observe during
the last few months. Whatever riders may be detailed to train. to
bend. should train and bend if they know how_ but only where it is
necessary. Whoever ix not ordered to train or does not know how,
=hould leave it alone and simply ride, or learn how to ride properly.
of which he would probably stand in need.

H. You would not, then. permit the riders of the late first riding
class, { ¢, now the smaller squads of the second riding class, to
work their horses all over again during the winter as aldvocuted by
SCHMIDT.

S. I entirely disagree with Scuyipt on that point.  The riders
of the (late) first riding class should not be allowed to do any
triining.  Those alone who are sufficiently progressed may be in.
structed how to train. It is conceivable that toward the end of the
first year of his service some recruit may prove suitable. if he has
learned riding before his entry in the service, or has special ability,
Wihoever at the end of the first year of service is relegated iuto the
(late) first riding class should never be permitted to train, simply
because he cannot do it. I mentioned to you once before that
ScuMIDT's greatness consisted rather in his ability as drill master of
large bodies than in correct views on the details of trainiog.

H. I wastold that he was so infinitely zealous and indefatiguble
as to forget everything eise. It is said of hiEn that as regimental
commander he once bad his trumpeters ride in the hall, got warmed
up, and remained in the hall until late in the evening. entirely for.
getting a party he had invited to his house for the evening.

S. It is wrong in itself to become so interested and forgetful as
to remain so many hours in the hall with the same squad. Any
expert rider knows that one or two horses may be ruined in thisx

———
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also be assigned the horse or ho 8 of older coptingents, which have
“beep spoiled during the summer by poor rldll{
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manner in a single day, in fach, more eusily so than if there had
been drill twice as'lo}g\m the open. ]

H. I am curious to know low you wish thel winter riding of
the older men on the older hordgs managed, whber they are doubly
divided, into a squadron of twq platoons in double rank, or four
pthons in single rank, and alsoj/in squads, each under its riding in-
'structor. i

'8. Notatall differently froin the service method observed by
the squadron during the summer, when the special service is pre-
scribed l’or-vﬁ-,..xt,&lld drill aé a unit, practice Endwndual ridin
under the supervision of the squ
proof of the example by a short ride within the square. The differ-
ence would chiefly be this, thatduring the winter the drill in the
school of the squadron would not be so frequent ard long as in sum-
mer, though during the Iatter the squadron comnjander would al-o
‘Havqtd consider every day as lost for bis riders on which they have not
practiced their horses in mdw:d\ml riding. Onejor two drills per
week with the whole squadron vylould suffice in widter, drills lasting
not more than half an hour, andl taking plaee bdfo:e or after tle
squadron is divided up among t # squad instructons.

H. Would you arrarge theu squads according to the efficiency
of man and borse? nt

S. In the maoner hergtofare pursued by all mtplhgcnt squadron
commanders. The average number of riders in! the same squad
depends on the number of remounts re(.ewed each year, which iy
thirteen. ‘ ‘

H. Thus you get eleven l'ld ng squads, dach of twelve or thir-
teen horses. Of these 8 quads the remounts constitute two, ! e,
t.he old and young remoubnts; the recruits form ti;ree leaving six
squads, among which the seventy older horses would be divided.
On what basis would you ssign thein to the dther|riders?

8. Io the first place, I would|give the old rembunts of the year
just preceding to the oldest and most expert emdunt riders, to be
ridden in addition to the young qemounts unless they have lagged
bebind, and are to undengo angther course of training with this
year’s old remounts. That may be the case wiith oakly horses and
such as are behind in t,heur bodily developmebt; 1 is less apt to be
the case the more the old remout Ls of tb /j'e r jugt preceding were

spared during the great snmmer exer o this aquad should

and need a thorough
retraMmg Some of them may ave to be specially taken in band

F
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riding 'nstrutlms or make the
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by themselves. The longer, however, the squadrons adhere to these
principles, the fewer will be the horses of older contingents which
need retraining. Specially well developed and firmly going horses
of last year's old remounts may, on the c«)mrary. be placed in the
next higher squad.

H. The second squad of older riders \muld then probably con-
sist of the junior half of the twenty-six remount riders, which squad
would train the old remounts of the current year, and mount those
horses also which had been old remounts in the past year but one.

S. Something like that, though there may be special exceptions;
for instance. it some horse of the old remounts of two years ago
should show such figmn training as to make it avxilable as a recruit
horse. In its place the squad might take charge of a horse of the
older contingents which needs retraining, bat not to the same extent
as the horse assigned to the first squad of remount riders,

H. You assumed two, or at the most, four horses as requiring
retraining.

S.  Apparently, yes: in fuct, however, it is different.  Most of
the horses requiring retraining will usually be found among the old
remounts of one or two years ago, and are therefore counted in
among those horses which are ridden by the twenty-six best riders
of the squadron in the third or fourth year of service. Having been
carefully trained for four years by the best riders of the squadron,
I shounld think the horses onght to be o firm that they cannot be
casily spoiled by unskillful riders. Horses are usually spoiled by
awkward riders through stupid -Anfebeln”’ and training, becau-e
non-expert riders do not know how, when and where to truin.
If great care is tuken, as [ have explained, that the recruite and tl.e

poor riders among the older men ride only with correct seat, refrain

from all - Aniebeln” and training by rvein, never hang on by the
reins or give any aids by them but for the purpose of getting the
horse lightly up to the bit. none of the older horses once thoroughly

" trained is apt to be spoiled o as to need retraining.

H. To what riders would you assign the next older horses,
which have been more than four years with the squadron?

S. Among the horses of the earlier contingents which are in
their fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth years of service, the
best trained and freshest are to be found. Exceptionally some
horses may remain fresh en their legs for a longer period. just as
they may lose in freshness at an earlier period. Witn these excep-
tions the contingents named will probably contain the horses tfrom
which the recruit borses may and should be selected.
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H. From these ﬁve‘contmbents i{. €., more; than sixty horses,
- you would select the tthty-mn best for the rc:crults9
8. The best trmned and which, at the same time, are perfectly
fresh on their legs. In rder thiat the recruit mhy gain a perfectly
correet rider feeling, it i3 necessary that he do n#t receive his first
training on ¥ numb or &tiff horde. As to the degrce of training, it
is necess:u'y that his honse_be thoroughly traindd and obedient to
, aids o ~—IC TSt obey thd thigh in order that it may respond
wben the ndel= istobe t ught lipw to gather the horse for an active
gait. No fear ‘need be an ertaingd lest the horsc lose its obedience to
the thigh through its em Ip) ment as a recruit horse; for it remains
in practice in point of abediente to thigh, since the recruit must
constantly use his thigh:ip riding the turnings,as well as the gait
ordered, thus prenervini t{hé horsp’s obedience. The instructor should
carefully see to it that the recruft rides with hisithigh. Otherwise
obedience may be converted info disobedience, khc horses become
hard, pull and bolt. If }etralm g becomes neceiﬂar) it should be
entrpsted to the most exﬁert meh, never to recruits.

" H. Isuppose you wish to hive the same prmuple~ for gelecting
the jhorses carried out ih ithe dase of those of last year's rfcruits
whol for some reason, ar? ﬂ)ehmﬂhand in their training and have to
be rpassigned to the recruit squaﬁd for retraining. Not many lorses
are jpeeded for this purpose. If I remember right, there were but
two jor three such men on an average.

At present, when .all the older men are assigned to the second
ridigg class and only such of ladt year's recruits as are behindhand
are fo be assigned to the ﬁn:st riding class, the advisability becomes
appgrent of extending this ' regulutlon to a greater number of men
are habitually fdrmad .intp a separate riding squad, ranging
ten to thirteen hofses. )
If this squad 4rides with the recruits,”' you will have to
dedyct them from the sqeadron,|since they cannpt turn out with it
in tHe current year when! the srd 1l squadron is ermed for drill.
Why pnot? Théy ihgve diilled with the squadron during the
pastjsummer. I might dis{ribute them at first Among the recruit
8 as leaders, to give [the icrmts a certain|support until the
no longer fall offiand can. guide their hories to some extent.
- that it would be bettgr to ¢ombine these re¢ruits of last year's
cont{ngent, who are riding with the new recruits, in a separate squad.
H. It is true they gre aheljd of the recruité by six weeks of
addifional training betwke th% conclusion of the fall maneuvers
and khe beginning of Novéinbetl, since the recrnits do not arrive
| . 1

{
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until November 1at. and hardly get on horseback before November
6th or Tth.

S, There are six precious weeks during which they can learn
much to rid themselves of defects which have become apparent
during their tirst year of service. Soon after the arrival of the re-
cruits they will probably again be fit to ride with saddle and stirrup,
which does not preclude that during those six weeks they turn out
with saddle and stirrup on those days when the squadron com-
mander wants to drill in the school of the squadron for half an bour.

H. How would you make up the last riding squads, all of which,
under the new riding instructions, belong to the second riding class?

8. Here I wili begin at the bottom. The horses still remaining
will, with some exceptions of course. be, in the main, the oldest in
the squadron. From them I select those which show signs of
numbness, and seem, therefore, candidates for condemnation. On
these older horses I let those of the older men ride alternately, who,
according to our calculation, do not ride every day on account of
other service (tradesmen, kitchen police, etc.). The remaining old
horses I assign to the remaining older men according to their temper,
degree of training, and skill in riding. forming them in two squads,
on the principle that each man retains hix horse.

H. Where do the non.commissioned officers who are not re.
mount riders. and the trumpeters ride? )

& Wherever they belong according to their skill in riding.

H. Horses and men would then be grouped about as follows:
1. Young remounts (contingent 1) under the best riders: thirteen
horses. 2. Old remounts (contingent2) under the remaining re-
mount riders: thirteen horses. 3. Last year's old remounts (contin-
gent 3) under the riders under first heading; thirteen hovses.
4. Old remounts of two years ago (contingent 4) under the riders
under second heading: thirteen horses. 5, 6 and 7. Recruits on
horses selected from contingents 3 to 9; twelve to fourteen horses
per squad. 8. Last year's recruits for additional training with this
year's recruits on horses like those in squads 5 to 7, each ten to
thirteen horses. 9 and 10. Older men on older horses; ten to thir-
teen horses per squad. 11. Men who do not ride daily, on horses
which will probably be condemned at the next inspection: ten to
thirteeh horses.

S. That would about express the principle to be followed. [
must add, however, that any exception shonld be made which cir-
cumstances. skill in riding, degree of training, etc., render necessary.

H. In the Hussar regiment of the division which I commanded
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there was a squadron which took particular pride in being able to
let the third and fourth! contingent of remounts, each in a separate
squad, ride in the second class.

S. It shows that very good principles wera observed there.

H. On all occasions the sqiadron showed the highest efficiency
in riding. One thing I did not approve of was to make up the
squads according to the calor o( the horses.

P8 That isa hobby in whn?h those only can indulge who have

) \no idea of ndmg

i H. Now that we have made up the double! skeleton, which we
'consider proper for the older horses in the squadron during winter
I would like to ask you far information on the subject of the kxml
of service which is to form the continuation of the training of these
older men. We have sevfentyjﬂlorﬁes, which fbr riding in squads
and for individual riding are divided into squnds, numbers 3 und
4,8.9,10 and 11.and form a squadron of two dtmble sank platoons
or four single rank platoons ot eleven, twelve, or thirteen files.

S. It will not often be bruoticnblc to form ‘thirteen files, for ot
the non- comthissioned officers we ouly leave the recruit instructors
and those detached at home; and all the w umpei*l- turn out as such
unless they are still riding wit
detached honles. Ouly thirtee
‘were sick. 'qhat is immaterial

the recruits. There are also some
files couid be formed it no horscs
however. ‘

i

H. “When and how frequently does the squadron turn out and
drill as such? |

8. I would malke it obligatd
and once for field service. %

H. The time available for
shortened one-half. :

S. Not at all. The troop gommander ﬂhodld not drill all aay.
He may drill for balf an bhour in the school of the squadron, and
then break up the squadron intq riding squads for individual riding.
Oue-half houn twice a, week suffices to keep tho principles of the
drill inculcatdd in the squadrdp during the sgmmer fresh in the
mind. Nor need field exerciseé‘\ be carried to the exhaustion of the
horses. This service 1mny terthinate on’ the drill ground, where
individual riding may then be added. I lay greéat stress on having
individual riding every day. again remind you of the Groeat
King's words: “Thefday on huh the rider has not exercised
(tummeln) his horse ig lost to [him.” It may hLe that in October,
when some of the officers’ prob‘cm~ ot field ‘lcl"\'ltv have vet to be

| [“ 4
| | ‘

ry to turn out l“‘\'ice a week tor drill

nfirming the rfding would thux he
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solved. the individual riding cannot be had on such days. They
should be counted as tield duys of the tormed squadron.

H. In this individual riding, would you have riding in squads
with distances? :

S, Sometimes it must be bad: in all cases, however, merely as
proot of the example, and tor controlling the gaits.

H. I see another difficulty in the way of carrying out this
measure; it is the equipment of man and horse. It all or part of
the horses had to be ridden on the snaffle, or it the recruits under-
going additional training, ride on the blanket, they cannot be taken
out for drill, because they need the curb.

S Drill movements can easily be executed with horses on the
snate.  The squadron commander will have to select his evolutions
accordingly. A« regards the last recroits who resume riding on the
blanket. it will do them no harm to ride on those days with saddle
and stirrup, ax they bave drilled before. -

H. And on the other days of the week you would simply have
riding in the open?

S And individueal riding whenever practicable: the horses are
to be excrcised (twnunelny.

H. When in the tall would vou begin this kind of exercise ot
the older men?

S, The very day after our return from the mancuvers,

H. Would you give no day of rest to the horses at all?

S, Noa. | consider these pauses, which sometimes extend over
four or five weeks in September or October, quite harmful 1, the
older horses. It isa tradition not older than this century, that after
great exertions horses should hasve a rest tor some time.  For five
long months in winter. from November to March. inclusive, the
bhorses are tormented oue hour five times per week in the unhealthy
atmosphere of the hall. and au effort is made to get a hayv-belly on
them, o that they may look tat.  With weight thus increased, with -
out development of muscles to carry the horse, they are introduced
to the fatigues of the spring drill period. They thus become move
fatigued than their poorly developed muscles are capable of witl-
standing.  The bhay-belly disappears. they run down, not the least
as the result of the excitement and nervousness engendered by
faulty training and treatment. At the termination of the squadrn‘n
drill period a few weeks rest is considered necessary to fatten them
up again. They are exercised daily for a half an bour, or perhaps
ridden as far as the target range. This period of rest is fullowed
by that of regimental, brigade and division drill and maneuvers, in
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from the hor~eithan the poorly de-

y return from the
maneuvers fairly (ollapped Agam they are given a rest for some
weeks, only again to in the, winter duties ip an unhealthy con-
dition. What is the resﬁt" Great exertions cagse the fat, untrained
lungs to become diseapel. Thase horses which emerge trom these
great exertions well, t*ough tigued, develop a terrible appetite

during the first few sub equentdays. They eat hastily, and during

their time of] rest do get sufficient exercisg to regularly digest
the irod T*ence arige disense of the digestive organs of a typhoid

character, 1. 1, influenza, whu.h is both epxde{nu and endemic in

! [ |
H Oncen| before )gJ ref‘erred to the fact th#t our system of ser-
vice was producing inflyenza.

S! And I pointed qut at the same time that during the past
century in the most floyrishing period of cavalfy under FREDERICK
THE GREAT, influenza was entirely unknown. he reason was that
the King insisted on overy horsge having at leas two hours’ exercise
cach day. . :

JH. If the horse dqe not accumulate fat in 411«. langs, and at the
same tlme has its muskles strengthened daily By rational exercise,
great exertions will not tell on it so much as whgn it enters a period
of severe fatigue in fat cpndlt:on, without muscles or training. and
more particularly so if| it be in constant conflic with the rider who
4 kniebels’ and nnstrqu it sengelessly, and males it nervous. But
at no time is it more i heed of two hours of ekercise in the open
than when passing hém a period of futlgue toione of comparative
rest. [

S.| For thesc reas np I conkjder it advisablp to give each horse
at leaft two hours of veruse in the open air as prescribed by the
Great King. 1 would iﬁe to.inglude even Sundny.

It would be contrary td qQur ideas of kdeping the Sabbath.
*S. | Does not the coplt cook qm Sunday? Does not the domestic

wait op you Sunday and| blacken your boots? | Must not the horse
be fed and groomed dn|Sunday? It is not necessary to drill on
Sunday, but as far as jpérmitted by their health, the horses might .

If you considey dally exercise in the pen necessary. you
t no time consigrn your recruits and remounts to the hall.
8. { It is admittedly|a great evil that the requirements of training
drive hese sixty-six h?l es into the hall whenever the weather pre-
f

!
i § J
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cludes instruction in the open; hence I would not let theseihorses
use the hall whenever it can be at all avoided. But I fail to see why
I should willfully allow this evil to affect the older men on the older
horses when it can be avoided. I am of the opinion that during
the winter these seventy horses should not be permitted to set foot
in the hall.

H. How will you ride in the open when the weather forbids?

S. Did the winter ever prevent us from riding in the open
during the War of 1870-71? We had to do it, and did not|allow
ourselves to be prevented. The times are long past when both par-
ties went into winter quarters at the appearance of wintee, and
resumed active operations at the opening of the spring. ;

H, Itistrue we had a winter campaigd in 1214; in 1864 we
beguan a war in the midst of winter, and in 1870-71 an unusually
severe winter failed to interrupt active operations on our purt. In
most recent times the Russians crossed the Balkans in the worst
winter weather. In the winter campaign, however, we do not care
for loss of material, so long as it brings in tair returns.  Nor should
we forget thut the action of cavalry was very much limited i such
weather. 3

& Unfortunately. yes: and chiefly why? Becawnse it hjud no
experience in overcoming the diffictlties connected with inter
wéather. A number of splendid days can always be found in
winter, on which it is simply delightful to ride in the open. When
frost has made the newly fallen snow into a kind of loose qanf the
practice grounds are fit for use: nor doex the farmer object orf send
in a bill of damages when we ride over his fields.  We then [bave
all the better opportunities to use the terrain for field exercises|than
during the summer or tall atter the harvest, for under modern con-
ditions of husbandry the harvest is no sooner brought in thap the
ground is at once ploughed and sowed anew. In your lettegs on
infantry you have pointed out yourselt how many days this arth can
use in winter for field exercises; so can the cavalry. As regards
sparing the horses, I would not demand that in winter weathgr we
ride in the open as long in peace time as we are compelled to injwar.

H. There are times in winter when the practice grounds are
frozen so hard that we can ride at u walk at the best, and even|thus
lame some horses. On such days the plowed and cualtivated fields
become so rough and inaccessible that, if we enter upon theny, we
may be reasonably sure of breaking some horses’ legs.  Nor arg the
fields covered with snow all winter. The furmer will render g bill
for damages if we ride over his sowed fields during frost.
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. 8. At duch llmeq h would make pru(-tlcdl marches with the
squadton of] seventy hopses, or, still better, witlf the whole regiment
of fivg such squadrons. |

- H.} The roads are then, as a rule, 80 smootlj that you cannot go

‘ridingjar al $ {

_ 8.} It is'a misfortune that we do not learn hpw to ride on ice. It
wouldibe a fine testimonial for. cavalry, mdeed‘ to state by way of
:excusg that frost and {ce prevented it from purguing and patrolling
war.. We mu ﬁearn how to ride on ajsmooth surface. A
seat, deep and firm in the saddle, coolneps, confidence to the
hichlitself feels nmneasy and needs assistance from the rider,
by the snaffle, horses’ heads straight toi front, low position
, which should be particularly steady wWhen the horse slips,

if they are to carry t em out in war. Rldmg on smoothly hoze

should not be ¢ontinued too long at a time, as itis very hard
on the tendons; the dog trot s apt to makefthe joints stitf. A
liveliet gait Lhould thjréfore be assumed the mdment soft ground is
reachefl, Sharp calking should be used. Welhave a very good
kind o adJustable Lal‘(ms Do you believe thd men will use them
prope y in war unless they have been taught ftheir correct use in
hoq even our farriers would learn how fo adjust them if we
did not use them everj' winter. ' There are manfy special matters to
be takén intp considerntion. The calkins are manufactured in bulk
and kept in' store; tl‘re farrier [punches the hgle in the shoe, the
calkin [may hot go in; or may full out. I have seen such things
It the farriers are inexperienced shey wfll not know how to
handle{them; The men, on the other hand, sfjould know how to

changd the dull for the]sharp calkin when thg ground calls for a
chang Otferwise the sharp calkin may speeflily become dull on
hard, rpugh l‘oudn and useless.

H. | When it in very cold 1 suppose you will not insist on indi-

vidual ldmg, for you sald yourself when we didcussed the training
ot the fecruits, that with stiff ﬁngers they wogld not profit much
from rifling i the opeh.-

S. {Whed it is cold and the hdmg grounds |are frozen so hard
and rough that I am obliged " to relinquish ipdividual riding, I
would pimply make practice marches until thp weather changes.
Just thjnk hgw much ib kmned for the warlike efficiency of the men
by drilling twice a w el: during winter, if but}half an hour ecach
time, apd by having onq ficld exercise a week.! That will make —

I
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I calculate on one month during the winter when the weatherf will
make drill and individual riding impracticable, and my figupe is
high —twenty.one weeks. /. e., forty.two drill days and t\\'ent)t-one
field exercises between October 1st and April 1st, and includes be.
sides & month of practice marches. !

H. Daring the month devoted to practice marches be(.uhe the
cold prevents other exercises, many noses, ears, and feet wijl be
frozen, .

S. For what do we have overcoats with hoods and glaves?
The saldier should learn how to defend himself against cold. other-
wixe he will succumb to it in war. He must also learn how t

with his overcoat on.  He must be practiced in wrapping thels
rups with straw: in war there is no time to learn it. I the gvail-
able means are put to use. there is no need“of}ireezinlk 0
contrary. such a ride in the open makes one feel goods -

H. There are days when the snow balls. I have seen |k
go on stilts, as it were. and fall. That would put a stop to rifling,

N Tn that case 1 would not ride. .

H  Might you not 1n this way be obliged to leave the sedenty
old horses of the squadron in the stable for days and weeks at a
time? |

S, No. Do mail and other public conveyances gtop their ser-
vice for duys and weeks on account of the elementa? Where the
mail and backmen can get through the trained cavaleyman will.

H. Mail and backmen must under circumstances risk the loss
of their horses in peace. the cavalry should only do so in war.;

<.  For these reasons I admit that there may be days in w:hi(-ll
it ix impossible to ride the horses. But there will not be many suc-
cessive days of such weather. '

H. Sometimes a cold spell will last quite & while. \

. Wheunever the cold is such that drilling in the open iy for-
bidden by regulations (more than ten degrees below zero. Reaursur ),
it is preferable to take the horses out on the roads ﬁ)r half an hour
of exergise. ruther than confine them to the hall and encroach an ita
usg by the remounts and recruits,

H. Are you not atraid. lest mere horse exercise make maw and
horse slouchy ? .

S, They are not to be permitted to become slouchy.  Many
practical exercises may be combined with this horse exegise.
Properly utilized it will greatly benefit the squadron. Therelis in
the first place the riding in the long marching column, r\-qu‘ring
much care on the part of the men and great unitormity of guig It
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is a good prepara!ioh l’or drill] and may be ppacticed tor its own
sake, ! for on} it depends 1the sucdpss of a charge pn emerging trom a
Thq men'’s prpper beari 1g must not =uffer during horse ex-
Onjithe ¢ounyr o less than on {the riding grounds,
leaddrs are regppnsible fhat the men da not slough.  Super-
grequisite for thd attainment of good
orse exercise affords 4 better opportunity
etter the marg¢hing discipline, the

How far do y9 mean w promote the aft of riding, as such,
in thp severpl riding dqpads intd which the sevénty horses, continu-
hout winter, are divided ?

S| - The|riding instfuctionsi prescribe that frecruits who lag be-
hind] ride kccordmgt the first part of the {riding instructions.
That| gives gur limit, and refergjto the squad which we called No. 8.
The femaining squads, Nos. 3, 4,9, 10 and 11, hre to be trained in
accofdance with the pripciples pf the second part of the riding in-
ions, fpr they belong in tihje second riding [class.

Thepe five squads shoulll theu be able, in the end, to wo the

f g contrary to the red thread which
runs|throughout the riding instructions, and against their express
wording. Ib is stated lhere, that progress shquld conform to the
. A badly ridden side puce on the
double trail {will ever be injurigus to it. The inptructions state fur-

to gq the higher paced, as I meptioned several times: They should,
thergfore, bd omitted with such horses. The it?sight of the riding

ctor and squadron commander is to decide ip each case, whether
or when a horse may be trained in them. Lel{ us begin with the
squagls of older horsea.t which the best ridersibelong, that is. ac-
cordfhg to our 3|V|siau with the remount nd rs on older horses,
which we culled squads B and 4. In squad 3, i. b, among the horses
which were old remoun durmg the past year, orses will be tound
which may be bent sidgward s Jgﬁ" that the twb hoof prints sepa-
rate Y double trail). It. will possible so to{shorten their gaits
with hindha?d well under, as tmapproach the shertened school pace.
Horsps will glso be found among them with suclf conformation thut
the higher side paces should neger be; others with which they may

‘not ylet be_begun. E !

H. Hence the grjater number of horses 04 which the higher
paced may be ridden dnd illustrated will be found in Squad No. 4,

N
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t
i. e.. of remount riders on horses, which, on the average, ure in their
fourth year of service.

S. Yes; if tbe remount riders in Kquad No. 4 were as good
riders as those in Squad No.3. We should not forget that in Bquad
No. 4 the less experienced trainers are riding, and for that rea~on
be more cautious in the rate of progress and demands.

H. You would in no case muke fixed demands oun these two
squads. ) :

8. Yes, I would. [ muake the fixed demand that each rider
individual (man and horse) be so far and no farther) advanced in
the art of riding as is beneficial to'the horse and intelligible to the
rider. This degree of progress intbe side paces on the double truil
copsists in the distance between footprints (from zero to the normal
of one pace). and iu the shortened trot in the degree to which the
hindbhand is brought under, which carries the forehand more or less.
Under no consideration would I ever have the high school paces
(side paces on the double trail and completely shortened paces)
practiced in squads, but merely by those riders and horses which
are sufficiently advanced. 'That holds good for all the riding|squads
of the squadron, tor the degree of shortened gait which a hotse can
go varies. None could show its greatest proficiency in ~quid~ with
distances. because it must conform to the gait of its leadér. The
very best horses cannot go side paces on the double trail in kquads,
and observe distance at the same time. for depending on e¢ircum-
stances, the rider might have to urge and increase the gait just
when the horse's gait would call for - haif position,” or to rein in
when the horse’s gait would call tor urging. I believe I developed
that idea once before: but 1 am obliged to repeat. if I am to pre-

- cisely define the demands to be made.
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THE OFFICER'S PATROL.
b
T By u:cnéufn EDWARD D.[ANDERBON. FOURTH CavaLy. [, A, ArMY.

. I — §
: 1 canpot refrain lmm;hdre making ; statement. which pounds like a
parafiox; n 1y, that In mdny. even 1n most cases, a simple qtticer’s patro!
noiters bétter and sees mope than an eptire -qu-dron or angven stronger

detarhment of\tavalry.’ — HolAenfohe,
HE first step| towards a militar; success i3 to khow where the

enegny is, what his fomqs are, and what he is dog
upon these poinnb it is ani | epsy matter for the comy

ng. Informed
ander to make

his plan , Which |f not the be’t are at least appropriate to the circum-

It is necessary for the geperal to basxe his jneasures upon

difficul..  His

decisiond cannot jbe made lightly, far t.helr consequc |:e~ are of great

gravily,
as well
The

s upon {them ma$} perhaps depend the safe
his own professional advancement or ruin

¥ of his army,

ovements of the eriemy are enveloped in a kemi-obscurity,

and it depolves upon the cavalry screening the advanpe of the army

to prevent this .' scurity from chdnging into utter ¢
cavalry hust, thqrefore, put forth loth its physical
efforts .tq lift thg veil which coveg the dispositiong

and it mgst furmph most of the infirmation upon wh
will outli

such as agents, apies, prisoners, and repor
service' men, the greater part of it is obtained by h
i. e., the most anfvanced (mtennae f the cavalry sd
patrols.

arkness. The
nd intellectual
af the enemy,
ch the general

e his agtion. Thongh the sources of his igformation may

s of his secret
3 own officers,
reen —officers’

History teems with mstances of the invaluable sdrvice rendered

by these importapt threads of the military fabric. S

leveral officers,

who rode fearlessly between the different corps of thq#l"rench army

on the 24th, 25th, and 26th of Aujgust, 1870, deter
doubt the direction of MacMaHON'S march. An ¢
brought the first news of the retreat of the French od

|

ined without
flicer's patrol
August 12th.
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Goeres decided to carry out the concentration which led to the
battle of St. Quentin =olely on the report of a ~inzle officer’s patrol
that had pushed boldly to the front. It is well known that the
plans of the German army were based upon the fwmous reconu: vis-
sance which Major voN UNGer made on July 2, 1566,

NAPIER gives the following graphic -lc~u1pt10n nf'(.:pt uxi Wir.
LiaM Licut's dashing reconnaissance during the Peninsular:War :
“ Ona of these bodies of the enemy’ was posted on a hill, the end
ot which abutted on the high road. the slope-being clathed with
trees, and detended by skirmishers . it was essential to know whether
a ~mall or a large force thus barred the way, but all who endeavored
to ascertain the fact were ~topped by the fire of the enemy. At last,
Captain WiLLtay Ligat. distinguaished by the variety of his attain-
me its, an artist, musician, mechanist, seaman, and soldier. made the
trinl.  Herode forward as it he would force his way through the French
skirmishers, but in the wood dropped his reins, and laaned back as
it badly wounded . his horse appeared to canter wildly along the
froat ef the enemy’s light troops. asd they. thinking him mqrtally
hurt, ceased their fire and took vo further notice. He thus {nassed
unobsérved through the wood to the other side of the hill wwhere
there were no skirmishers and, ascending to the open summit fbove,
galloped along the French main line, counting their rvgimem% as he
passed. His sudden appearance. his blue undress, his daring con.
fidence, and his speed, made the French doubt if he was an cnemy,
and a few shots only were discharged: but he, dashing alodg the
opposite declivity. broke from the rear through the very skirmishers
whaose fire he had essaved in front. and reaching the spot shere
WEeLLINGTON stood, told him there were but five battnlions on the

. hill.” These are only a few of the instances that might be mentioned.

The operation of war. which. of all others. permits a young
officer to employ his military aptitudes. is the officer’s patrol.  An
officer detailed on thix duty emerges, for the time being. from the
realms of tactics and becomes a strategist on a small scale. He
mist, therefore, have a certain knowledge of the details of war.

Composition and Use.—The officer’s patrol is used most exten-
sively in connection with the cavalry screen.  This, however, is not
its exclurive field. In onr service. the officer’s patrol consists of
one or more officers alone. or an officer and a few men, both men
and horses being especially selected. Many patrols will be sent
forward from the different contact squadrons of the acreen, and
these will be composed of such officers as are availnble at those
points, but for special and important missions the commander of
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the screen, or of the arniy, will

ntrust their execlition to officers

recommended by their regimentgl commanders as possessing those

qualities which|make them the diost fitted to undef
an escort or otderlies are necesdary, the officer td

take them. It
undertake the

o . . !
mission is genenally allowed to sdlect, from the tropps to which he
belongs, men mounted apon godd strong horses upon whom he
knows he can depend. The offiter, if possible, sould speak 1he

language of the.enemy, if it diffes from his own.
Their Duties and Instructions.

The duties whichjofficer’s patrols

in our service will be cal(ied uponto perform, are: Yo obtain intor-

mation of the enemy’s p

sition, strength and movengents; (o recon-

noiter particular localities; and fto establish conndctions with or

carry dispatches to a distant forc

When an offiicer receives an oler to make a patipl, he must be

sufficiently infomed upos the intgntions of the supd
him, if these intentions are not

rior who sends

N
enerally known, and whether br

pot it is desired [to keep them secpt. This knowled fe is indispen-

sable to him, in brder that he may| be able, from am
vations he will |have occ?:sion to make, to distinguis
are important from those which are not.

The Service in Campaign of th
dinate officer will be able'to distid
mation of value, from onk witho
well instructed as to the intentio
the officer must be as fat as poss

uish more easily i
importance, whe

the evemy, andlthe plans of the dommander.” Con
commander of a'ivision &f cavalr
would not order’ithe commanders pf the contact reg

s of his chief.” A
ble informed of t}

ong the obscer-
h those which

Gerwman army, s:qL}’s: “ A subor-

piece of infor.
1 he has been
plso, «x =k
be situation of
Eequently, the

7 screening the fropt of an army

ments to ~end

such or such nufaber of patrols, But would order tHem to send a
certain number df officers to repdft to him, and he would himselt

give them their instructions.
If any one of | these officers do

 not fully understand the inten-

tions of his genetal, or arly particqlar point of his inptructions, he

should, before'tgliing his_t#eparture- clear up the poin
addressed to the general himself, (9| his chief of staff,
camp. ' |

march in a certain direction. When he is making

by questions
pr an aide-de-

t
! |
Let us suf)pos# that ani officer knows only that hisjdivision is to

his patrol. he

perceives some pdtrols of the enemy upon a line of rajlroad that he

is exploring. Asithese arle simple | patrols, and as th
in the vicinity of |the army and have been reported b
oot think it necesbary to iffform bis commander at once
' l

ey have been
bfore, he does
Land reserves
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the mentioning of it until his next report.  Now, his division has
been ordered and had intended to occupy this railroad and cover it.
The appearance of the enemy’s patrols was, therefore. to bix com-
nfander, a fact of great importance. The general will then receive
this piece of news too late. because he bas not communicated his
intentions to this officer’s patrol. The chiet’ would have still less
reason (o keep from the patrols what he knows of the enemy’s
movements, than he would have to keep secret his own designs.
The better instructed an officer is betore starting. the more quickly
he will collect useful information, for in advance he can represent to.
himself the position of the enemy. and from his map recognize the
points from which be could have an extended view of the country
occupied by his adversary. and those from which he could likely
approach his first lines. or perhaps traverse them.

All instructions should be committed to memory and papers con-
taining information of value to the enemy should not be carried.
Moxt of the orders for reconnaissances are given after some knowl.
edge is already possessed of the enemy, and have for their purpose
the extension of this knowledge. The - Service inCampaign ™ saya:
« Officers’ patrols should nol\ be given invariable directions, or a
tixed itinerary, but they must clearly see the points towards which
their missions are directed.” If the forces occupying a certain
point are desired. the instructions would be: *Find what force of
the enemy are in 8. The officer is thus hampered by no iron-
c¢lad instructions, and is bound to no particular route. but is left to
accomplish his mission in the way that his genijus, ingenuity. and
gugacity may show him ix best. Furthermore, orders given in this
precise manner are the most easily executed, for the reason that the
officer then knows precisely what to do, and they bring better re-
sults than general instructions to go out and bring in information
of the enemy.

It may be necessary to impose the itinerary in certain cases, and,
wlhere this is done, the officer must of course conform to it. Before
contact is gained with the enemy. the patrols sent out are assigned
to each of the main routes, and they must follow them until contact
is obtained.

Gait to be Taken.—Time is of great value in war, and the officer
must accommodate the gait of his horse to the circumstances of the
case and the importance of hi= mission. In going tothe zone of ob.
servation he should. if possible, avoid any region infected by the
enemy’s patrols or inhabited by a hostile population. This pre-
caution will allow him to move rapidly to the point where his
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operations are to begin. If hJ fras previous kn
enemy, he can calculate accur teli enough wherge
assured; but having wo’ such kn wledge, he will

~

pwledge of the
his satety is
renerally move

rapidly until he sees the first patpol of the enemy, ¢r until the atti-

tude of the inhabitants lndlcates the proximity of t

he enemy. Be-

yond these points commensurat care is necessaryl. The general

.will sometimes prescribg the gait'to be taken.
Sure and Dangerous Qp

nes.—THhe terrain towards §he enemy muy,

therefore, be divided intp a sure gone and a dangerofus one. In tle

sure_zone, the pace may|be from keven-:to ten miles
patrol’s comparative safety in thijs zoue must not,

per hour.  The
iowever, be an

excyse for violating the lhvarlabl rule of carefully sdaching the new

horizon before emerging lfrom a wood or village, or
a béight into an unexplored valley. Threce steps

canse the officer in clmrée to lose| his party, to disc

escending from
too many may
pver himselt to

the enemy, or to compromise the success of his njission. If 1ot
alone, the officer should always sdnd forward one or{two men as a

point. If his party is lare enough, its dispositions =

Bould be similar

to those of the main army. The {luties of these advhnce, rear. anil
flanking parties, are the same as those of other patrdls.

When the dangerousizone is Teached, the usual

routey of com.

munication will be giverd up for fthose less frequented, or the ad.

vance will be across codntrv or lunder cover, a fe

¥ yards to the

right or left of the main *road Phe advance is more cautious, aud

& rapid glance at the hohzon is qow not sufficient.

Every fold ot

ground should be separately and carefully examinetl. A pair of
good field glasses is mdlebemable for this work. Some officers scem
to be natmrally endowed |with th‘t faculty of dlqcovermg anything

unusual at a glance, othdrs have
fore they discover the epemy, while others never
whether they search or npt. Afw assuring himsel
zon is clear, the officer should ta
position to select his rowte to tl

culminating p

0 search long and] diligently be-

nd anything,
that the hori-

advantage of hi§ commanding

oint following.

Failing in this precaution, he may|lafter advancing a ghort distance,
emerge from cover and bF compelled to advance infan absolutely

open terrain.

What Should be Repomd —Th
which the patrol will mget will, 8s a rule, be one
What then wouldthe do? Would ke report it? Not
had seen nothing else during the jgurney, he would

A
first detachment fof the enemy

f his patrols.
3lways. If he
report it in the

evening as the result of his expedition. But if his ingtructions had

said that the enemy was in the vicipity of 8, and he

Had seen some

.y
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detachments in this direction. and some patrols at points unmen.
tioned, he would not fuil to report this fact at once. But.as a gen-
eral thing, patrols will not be reported. except at the beginning of
the campaign. or when contact has been lost tor some time,  In
these cases the appearance of the first patrol of the enemy becomes
an important fact.  Whether or not a tuct should be reported should
be lett to the intelligence of the officer and the logic of the facts. A
rule could not be preseribed that would cover every case.
Reports.—The + Service in Campaign ™ ot the German army re-
qunc all reports to be sent upun blanks of the following torm :

Amm. 40 mm. 30 mm. l() mn. 10 nim. 25 min.
= SENDER. Frov WhERE SENT, Dy, Mosxta.  Hg, Mix,
= AL M,
; or
TONo e o , . v

To Received

180 mim.

The sender tills all spaces except time received.  The officer to
whom sent will il in the time of arrival. Under -tSender” will
not be written the sender’s name, but the name of his expedition,
as + Officer’s Patrol trom the Sixth Cavalry upon the Village 8.7

The number of the report must not be forgotten. Tt will enable
the receiver to know sometimes that a report has been lost, and will
thereby facilitate his understanding a succeeding report, which,
without a knowledge of this accident, might be incomprehensible.
It is well. however, when one report is based upon the one preceding
to recall succinetly its purport. as *The troops mentioned in my
report No. 2 (one regiment of infantry. two troops of cavalry) are
marching towards Kickapoo?-_ "-- .

The point » From Where Sent,’ §l10uld be given with reference
to an inbabited place ona well known landmark. This permits the
receiver to orient himself quickly. and he at once knows the dis.
tance that the patrol has traveled, where it actually is, or the terrain
it bas occupied or reconnoitered. He cafk then decide whether or
not it is necessary to gend out new palrcl_& - The moment of de-
parture is, however, ol most lmpnr(.m(e. “3Vhere a report tukes
several hours to reach its destination. it loses halt' its value if the
time when the information was taken is not recorded.  The jnforma-
tion iz not exact at the moment when received on account of the
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events transpiring while fit is oA its way.

But, if the receiver knows

the hour at which it wad sent, qye can, by calculating the time and
inspecting the map, change tl*e situation to corgespond with the

present.

" The superscription will be si
clearly and legibly written, an
to facts. Proper names should pe carefully spelled
the report, however, demands jpome reflection. 4
said: “As I have not the time,
you a _long one.” Brevity is d¢
clearness.

‘ple. The report f}

sirable, but not af

yroper should be

should be scrupulpusly accurate as

The length of
wise man once

o write you a shott letter, I write

the expense of

The instractions of the «Serficein Campaign ™ ¢ncournge officers

to cxproess in their reports persghal opinions and i
indeed, they may be of value.
general will allow bimself to be||led away on a fulsd
the advice of a lieutenant. At jhe end of the repd
name and grade of the sender. 1

pressions. and,

here is no reason o suppose that a

maneuver upon
rt is written the

Conduct in Presence of the Engmy.— A question more difficult to

solve than that of the report ig the course of co

iduct when the

enemy’s patrols are sighted. The officer in commapd must remem-

‘ber that he is after information |
he can exterminate the enemy’si
it, thus rendering his route fr; , the attack wou
operation. In an exceptionally propitious case, an
after being repulsed, could be foflowed in its retreat
into the enemy’s hands, and a glimpse of his advancs
This, howeves, is extremely riskly. Once a patrol’s|
covered to the enemy, its movengents are hampered
freely follow the route it had chogen to accomplish it
Il the enemy has

proceed undiscovered. .

Strength of the Patrol.—The sfirength of the detad
in different cases. If several reports are to be rend
couriers will be necessary. In thaversing a hostile
infected by the enemy’s patrols,j|the courier will n
returning with the information |jobtained. There
where an officer can best accomplish his mission alo

Brepow,in the « History of the
BLANKENSEE, belonging to a regi
was surrounded, resolved to pier

ent of Canneberg
e the enemy’s lin

nd must avoid a pkirmish, but if
patrol by throwing his party upon

d not be a bad
enemy’'s patrol,
without falling
k] line obtained.
presence is dis-
, and it cannot
b end. It would
passed and then

bment will vary
ered, that many
lcountry;, or one
ed an pacort in
re mapy cases
pe.

Ninth Hussars, says: ¢ Lieutenant

Hragoons. which
b and seek rein-

~ forcements at a 'neighboring cantfument, with the aid of which they

hoped to escape the next day. The Colonel gave hirp his best horse,

l

-l

I
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and. atter being forced to return the first time, he nade a second
attempt. and succeeded in passingethe line. He had to cross a
marsh, to swim his horse across u deep stream, and to climb some
dangerous heights beyond: but notwithstanding all these difficulties,
he arrived bappily at Trappan. und obtained the desired aid: his
regiment was rescued after a brilliant fight, and he received a
squadron as his reward.”

The same history recounts the brilliant exploit of Lieutenant
BLUMENTHAL. who had carried an order to General KETTLER near
Dijon. After delivering the order. and while returning, he was
assailed by some franc-tireurs.  His horse was shot and fell upon
his lag. He thought himself lost. but finally succeeded in extri-
cating his imprisoned leg by parting with his boot. The French
pursued, but he escaped. and after a long march, one foot bootless,
was picked up by a patrol of the Eleventh Dragnons.

General Considerations.— An officer on this service must be pre-
pared for any contingency.  When he perceives an enemy’s patrol
he will avoid collision, and try to accomplish his ends by taking a
new direction if necessary. A new itinerary, the seeking of a
hiding-place, a forced march, a march at night. and above all. a
good horse. will deliver him, if he has no bad luck, from the con-
scquences of a bad step. There are two cases where the enemy’s
patrols should, if possible. be attacked: First, when they are dix-
covered upon the point of obtaining a knowledge of yvour move-
ments or position; and, secoud. when the opportunity of cupluring
the whole patrol presents itselt.  An especially appropriate occasion
tor the latter case is when rejoining after accomplishing its own
mission.

It is always important to make prisoaers, for from them can
wenerally be learned the names of their chiefs and the positions of
the corps to which they belong: but they should be taken inci-
dentally, and no imF()rl:ml mission abandoned or interfered with to
make the capture.

When the enemy is encountered the real work of the patrol
begins. Here no rule of action can be prescribed. The circum-
stances of the case and the good judgment of the officer in charge
must determine its course.  But it is only by boldness and coolness
that a patrol will be useful in the neighborhood of the enemy.

In the Franco-Prussian War Licutenant KoNig was reconnoiter-
ing with a patrol of German cavalry a long way ahead of his army
in the enemy's country. arnd going along a lane to avoid a body of
French troops he mefa French infantry regiment marching up it.



. straight on along the road, and

_this is where it becomes so impori)
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Escape seemed impossible. but the ofticer and his fqur men galloped
the infantry made way tor them
t all. thinking thay were some of

almost without noticing them
their own cavalry; they never
many days to come. '

The same patrol afterwards cme :cross another|body of French
infantry, and emboldened by thdjr former escape, they quictly rode
up to this lot showing a flag of||truce, and told thgm to lay down
their arms as they were surrounded.  The infantry|suppoking from
their boldness that this-was thg
neighboring village as they wer

expected to see wny Germans tor

case, did so, and| movedl off to a
ordered. - The pagrol thien broke
up the rifles, burnt them, and npde away. The ir f'antr): reported
of course that there was a large force of Germanf cavalry there,
while in reality, besides this patupl, there was not afGerman within
100 miles of them.

For such enterprises as these,
course, be full of pluck; and ever
information, and finding his way

svery man in the patrol must, ot
mun must be sharp at finding out
about in atstrange country, and
nt for 2 man to krjow how to read
a map. This knowledge and a ¢
Two things go to put pluck ir
self, and he ¢an only have this ¢
find his way buck to his own peo
on a good horse, and is himself a
the enemy; the second point is fo remember that {f he feels any
nervousness, his enemy feels just §s bad and probabl ) worse.
It is most necessary that whe on patrol duty evdry man should
It is on this kind of duty that
ason any other kind, and at the
fed or groomed. {A troaper can
, but those of his{comrades too,

mpass are indisperjsable.

a man; one is conffidence in him-
nfidence when helknows how to
le, and when he kgows that he is
ood enough man for any two of

the horse gets twice as much wor
samo time does not get so regularl
never tell when not only his lifg
may not depend on the speed and gmount of energy I4ft in his horse.
He should avoid over-riding him, n(j he should, as of¥en as possible,
dismount and givé him rest; let Bim drink a little hs often as he
can, and give him. plenty of food [at every convenient opportunity.
His horse’s feet ' must be examined]frequently and haje the best of
care. : i
After the patrol's mission is pccomplished, it njust rejoin its
corps, and the question of route is|an important one. | The officer in
charge can alone judge which ofle is best. While{the road just
traversed has the advantage of ing known, if it ljes through a
hostile population, or if the coungry is infested by Tatmls of the

|
||
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enemy, there will always be danger of capture when it is chosen.
As a general rule a different route will be selected tor returning,

To be successtul in this field, an oficer must join cunning to
bravery. and pradence to audacity.  Always solicitous, always sur.
rounded by danger which he must foresee and surmount. he will ac-
quire in afshort time an experience of the details o war which an
officer serving with his troop will rarely obtain, becanse the latter
i~ alwaysqunder the influence of @ superior authority who directs
all his movements,

No branch of the service gives so many oceasivns for i young
otficer to distinguish himselr us the service ot tine ofticer’s patrol.

j.

R
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_ with eight men of Fourteenth Siklip.

. on 2d February, and on 20th Febghary Captain Bair

THE SIEGE OF CHITRAL.

[

BY LIEUTENANT C. 8. STEWART, R. A
—r
INTRQD&CTIO.\‘.

T will interest readers of the following article to [note that the
special correspoudent of the Fimes, writing from Camp Dir on

May 6, 1895, says:

“At Gupis, sixty-five miles from Gilgit, where thare is 8 small
fort, built last year by the Government of India, as anladvange post
in the direction of Chitral. Lieutenint STEwART, R. A., fas picked up
(oo Colonel KeLLY's march) to |

ELL ] take command of the two guuns
brought from Gilgit. <This, as it pfoved, was a most valuable addi-

tion to the force, for Lieutenant STEWART is not only a highly scien-
tific artilleryman and one who tapk the highest plades in profex.

sional examinations, but also a mAn of unbounded energy and de.
termination. ' AT A

On January 5, 1895, the first n¢ws reached Gilgit of the murder
of the Mehtar, Nizax-vrL.-MuLk, of} hitral, by his brother, Aﬂxm-u.-
Murk. Lieutenant Gurpox, Politjeal officer. was theh in Chitral
Fifty men Fourkeenth Sikhs
were at once ordered to join him from Mastuj under Say BADA& GUR-

v, uckH Sivga. . This they did forthwith. Mr. RoBerTdoNn, Q. S. 1.,

British Agent at Gilgit, arrived at Chitral on 31st Jj nuark with
forty rifles, Fourteenth Sikhs undér Lieutenant HarLEY. atd 100
rifles of Fourth Kashmir Imperial Infantry, with Captai

s CAMPBELL
and TowNsEND. One hundred men|Fourth Kashmir R

es followed
reinforced
The gur-

Chitral with another 100 men of F
rison, occupied the fort and namber
100 rifles Fourteenth Sikhs,

300 rifles Fourth Kashmir ]
TownNsHEND and Bairp. !

rth Kashmir Rifleq.

gnder Lieutenant HARLEY.
ifles, with Captaind CaMPBELL,
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On March 3d, Chitral tort was survendered. and all communica.
tion ceased with Gilgit. Lieutenant FowrLER, R. E., and }'ID\\:ARDES,
Indian Staff Corps, left Mastuj with some sixty men, with a convoy
of ammunition to open up communications. They were surrounded
in a bouse in Réshan. and fought desperately for seven days. having
to make sorties for water: Licutenant FowLER was swounded. The
enemy then told them peace had been arranged, sent then provis.
The officers. probably fearing to jeoparidize the only chance of excape
of their party, accepted.  On a signal from ManoMED lsa, the leader
ot the Chitralis in Reshan, they were set on suddenly, taken pris.
oners with the escort they had brought, and bound.  The house in
which their party was, was rushed, and all sepoys not Mahomedans
murdered in cold blood.

Early in March, Licutenant Mogerrey. [). 80O, Political ofticer
at Mastuj, having heard some disquieting rumors, arranged for Cup-
tain Ross, with Liecutenant JoNgs and 100 rifles Fourteenth Sikhs,

ions. and two or three days later invited them to see a game of polo.

10 leave Mastuj and reinforce Lieutenant Fowrer.  He proceeded as
far as Buni. some seventeen miles from Mastuj, lett a party of forty
men there, intending to make a dash to reach FowrLer and Eo-
waRDEs. and return with them. On the way he was set .on in
< defile by men rolling stones down the mountain sides from a
height of 2,000 feet, lost many men.and tried to return.  His retreat
over the river was ¢ut by the bridge being broken. anid a long line
of stone entrenchments (sangars). opened tire on them. The sur-
vivors reached some cavesin the hills, and remained thege two nights
and days. An attempt was made to scale the mounmiry,":unl turn out
the enemy. but a precipice was reached and return became neces-
sary. one man being killed by talling. in the attempt to scale the
precipice.  The only alternative now lett was tor the party to cut
their way buck at any cost. This was done, but only Licutenant
Joxgs and fourteen men. of whom ten were wounded, got through
to Buni. Captain Ross was shot through the head. storming a san-
gar. after he had killed several of the enemy himself.  Lieutenant
Joxgs aud his men rejoined their forty men in Buni, and resisted
successtully till Lientenant MoBeRLEY velieved them six days later
with 130 men from Mastuj.  He excorted them, followed by enemy
in large numbers to Mastuj. having done thirty-four miles over a
mountain road without balting, his men carrying their kits and 120
rounds each.  Mastuj was surrounded on March 22d. and all com-
munications ceased with Gilgit and Chitral.

On March 22d, great alarm being felt in Gilgit at non.receipt of

”
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any post from Chitral, a column
mand of Colonel KeLLY, Thirty
rifles Thirty.second Pioneers ur
guns No. 1 Kashmir Mountain

R. A.. Colonel KBLLY'S ordersiwere to advance t
and if possible relieve it and Mdistuj. We arrived :

120 miles from Gilgit on 31st M|
there being a hitch as to transpoi
of 10,000 feet, snow was Iying
from Ghizar lies for thirteen mile}
or less level ground to Langar|
Sbandour Pass. The road rises
to Shandour Lake, 12,500 feet, p
the year, and descends rapidly s
village at the elevation of 10 ,000]
On leaving Ghizar on Ist ApL
five miles, when decp snow wug
mules and transport ponies went,
found impbssible to proceed with’
returned;; 200 pioneers with all
small village three miles from G
possible; the remainder returnd

OF CHITRAL.

was collected at Gijgit under com.
-third Pioneers, copsisting of 4un
er Captain BORRADAILE, and two
Battery under Licut¢nant STEwWaRT.
wards Chitral.
Ghizar, about
rch. IHere our difficulties begun.
t,and Ghizar beingjat an elevation
bout cight inches dkep. The road
along the Ghizar V{lley, over more
which is at the Gilgit side ot the
ere gradually for Jome four miles
ses over the lake al this season of
e five miles on to [Lasper, a large
feet.
il the column proceie(lcd for about
encountered, so that the battery
in over their shoulders, and it was
them, even unloaded. The column
ooly transport werd left at Tera. a
izar, with orders tg procced when
d to Ghizar. On 2 April heavy

snow fell. Sledges and tobogganf were made and tridd for guns and

ammunition in Ghizar, and appe
April the guns joined the pionee
the mules could go, all battery m

were then placed on the sledgey.

very hot; the track made was
and snow was soft. The labor
guns and ammunition were slun
and sepoys. Owing to deep sno
most arduous work, as when a m
in up to his waist. We proceede
8:30 p. M., when we were abou

darkness came on, men could notj|see wher’é to place

were utterly done. All loads w
poles being left to mark the spot i
appeured likely. The last.men

f

red to answer fairly well. On 3d
at Tera, and bproc eded as fur as
n carrying their own kits. They

It had now, hojvever, become
t broad enough for the sledges,

of dragging was exgessive, so the

on poles and carripd by gunners
and the narrow frack this was
n’'s foot got off the track he went
at about bhalf mile an hour till
three miles from [Langar; here
heir feet, and
re stacked in the énow, upright
case of more snow falling, which
t into camp at 11 { , and had

to bivouac on the snow with a bitfler wind and severe kold, no tents

baving been brought from Gilgit.
under Captain BORRADAILE, cross

reached with great difficulty at 7!

b

|

The next day the!200 pioneers,
the pass to Laspuf, which they
30 p. v. The gunfpers and fifty
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men ot the Fourth Kashmir Rifles and thirty-eight coolies returned
to feteh the guns and ammunition, which reached Langar by 4 p.w.,
and the men bivouacked again. At a. M. on 5th April the guns
started over the pass. forty reliet coolies met us halt way, and the
guuns arrived in Laspuvat 4:30 p. v nearly all the mep being snow-
blind and very done up.  Ou 6th April a reconnaissance took place
ten miles down Mastuj Valley and back. guns being carried by
coolies.  The enemy were discovered in position at Chakalwat. On
Tth April troops halted to recrait. and Colonel KeLny joined us.
On Sth Aypril the force moved to Gusht, two miles from Chakalwat,
and eight miles from Mastuj.  The enemy were observed strength-
ening their sangars.  They were attacked on 9th April. and driven
out after an hour's fighting, losing somd twenty or so killed.  The
column marched into Mastuj. which bad been shut up for cmlllccn
days, but was all correct.

Two hundred more pioneers joined hiere on 11th April, and the
gun. carringe and wheel saddles having been got over the pass the
guns and ammunition were packed on country ponies, about thirteen
hands high, which seemed 1o act tairly well.  On 13th April the
column, consisting now of #Mb pioncers, two guns, 100 Fourth
Kashmir Rifles, forty Kashmir sappers and miners and 150 levies,
advanced to attack the enemy at Nisha Gol, a very strong position
on the far side of a deep, precipitous nullah.  The enemy had a line
of sangers along the fur edge of nullah right across the valley. with
sangers at intervals up the steep mountains on either side into the
snows, and occapied. as far as we could guess, by some 2.000 men.
The nullah above mentioned bisected a large, undulating, fan-shaped
delta, inclining up from the Chitral River to short, rugged nullah
into the mountains on our right.  The ¢liff over the river was sheer
tor 200 feet, and into the water course of the nullah for 230 to 300
feet. ’ '

The only way of crossing the nullab appeared by the road,
which had been cut away on either side of the nullah, and was
blocked on the fur side by some large sangars, occupied by about
1.400 men. On the other side of the river precipices rose, which
were quite impassable, and studded with many sangars.

The column having advanced by right bank of river, debouched
into the plain and deployed to attack enemy’s left. The guns came
into action at 500 yards, the first point from which the lower sangar
was visible. Afler this was silenced the guns advanced to within
150 vards of the large . sangar, a most formidable one. This was
necessary, owing to undulating ground, but it had luckily been
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evacuated. The guns came i
sangar, and fired common she
rounds of case.” This sangar
and came into action at 1,050

to action at 275 yards on another
into it, and just bdfore retiring two
80 being silenced, tho guns retived,
rds, and 850 yardsfon large sangars
on enemy’s right. Levies wergisent to turn enemyls left flank high
up the nallah, the Thirty-seconfl Pioneers keeping bungar fire down
by well directed volleys.® Light ladders with rope
into the nullah, and men crosded ‘slowly, there bejng a goat track
up the far side. When the endmy saw that the lekies hud turned
their flank, and sepoys were crdssing the nullah, they retired from
all their sangars and fled towgrds Chitral. Volldys were fired at
them, and some rounds of shrappel. The main bod b crossed by the
road and bivouacked about onp mile beyond thelscene of action.
Our losseg were six killed and dixteen wounded, of] which the gunsy
lost tbrec’killed and three wounded. The enemy wele seen carrying
away their dead and wounded. | We found some twenty dead. and
computed their losses at fifty killed and 100 wouindcd; this was
more Q: less contirmed by nutivd intelligence.

The¢ cnemy were armed with many Martini angd Snider ritles,
and had lots of ammunition, and made wonderfullyfgood shooting.
Had not the ground been:und :

much greater.

8 were let down

lating, oury losses thust have been

The wounded were returned

o Mastuj, and on l}th the column
marched to Kila Drasan, a most

rduous masch. THere bad been a
hitch in commissariat and transport arrangemeuts pevond Ghizar,
the people having fled. The rquds and bridges wWere broken in
many places on the road to Chitrhl, and we did not drrive till 20th.
The enemy were (not again met] with, and evacuated Chitral on
night of 18th to 19th. We- arrived just in time, a
said theéy did not think théy coull have held out ano

Great credit was due to all #anks for the way they performed
this most arduous march; carrying the guns was vary hard work.
There was only one case of falling outin the section} this was due
to severe snow-blindness, and altogcth(-r there were thirty cases of
snow-blindness and twenty-six ogf frost bite. We were all very
pleased in Chitral to receive two dongratulatory telegrams from Sir
GEoRGE WHITE, praising the resolution shown in geqting over the
snow and the conduct of the troopk in action.

The following account of the giege of Chitral Fort is deduced
from notes kindly lent by Captaln\CA\IPBELL Centrall India Iorse:

Chitral Fort is a square erection, having a high square tower at
each corner, made of stone, wood and mud.

£ the garrison
ther week.

The wally are about
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twenty feet, the towers from thirty feet to forty-five feet hig.h. The
fort lies near the river, that is. low down, and can be seen into and
commanded from all sides. A covered way had been made to reu'ch
the river, there being no other water supply. Trees grew qu}w
close up to the walls on three sides. and owing to suddenness of in-
vestment, there was no time to cut them down. Although a l.nul
position, the fort was the only place offering a chance of res.lstmg
the large numbers of the enemy for any time. A large quntll_v of
grain had been stored. and the men had 300 rounds per rifle. '

On Sunday. 3d March, news was received that SHER AFzUL, with
1 numerous ;'n)llowing_:. had arrived at the southern extremity of
Chitral plain, about four miles from the fort. Captains CA)I.PBELL,
TowxssHeND and Batrop proceeded to make a reconnaissance with 200
Kasbmir sepoys.  The enemy not showing up in great numbers at
first, an attempt was made to dislodge them from a bhamlet called
Koka Sand. On becoming closely engaged. the enemy appeared in
great numbers, and many were seen descending the high hills on
our right. whither Captain Bamrp had been seut with gome men.

An attemipt was made to clear the village with .lhu b:l_\:nnct. but
failed. Captain CAMPBELL was shot in the Knee just pr'lm"to ll.m
rush: Captain Bairp was mortally wounded almost at once: ¢ aptain
Towssuexd led the rush on the village. and on either side of him
were General Bas Sixeu and Major Bikuas Sineu, of the Kashuir
army.  These were both shot dead. It appeared impossible to do
un\';hin«,: but retive, =0 the men were placed behind a wall and
\\':;i[('tl for darkness. At 6G:30 poa the order to retira by alteruate
halt companies was given. The steadiness of the movement was
intertered with by an overwhelming tfire trom front and flanks
Every bit of co\'m: was made use of to check the enemy. and the
troops reached the tort at 7:30 oy having lost iwenty-two kl]'lf‘ll
and thirty-four wounded.  The final vetirement was covered by fitty
men of Fourteenth, Sikhs. Surgeon-Captain Wmitenvren, 1M S,
had proceeded at once. under a very hot fire, to assist Captain Bairp,
He earried him down the hill. and placed him in a dooly. but two
of the bearers were at once shot.and Winrenvren, with one sepoy,
and escorted by tour others, carried Bairp about halt mile. Gl they
reached a deep nullah ranning across the Chitral plain tm\'mﬂls‘thu
river. Theyv did this under a wmost severe fire, and three or four
tines were ;)bli-vml to place Bamrp on the ground and with the bay-
onet clear the ¢nemy trom stone walls in their front.  On reaching
the nuallab, they found it impossible to procecd straight, and had to
make a long detour by the river. and under fire, arviving at the tort
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w.nh :Ecur!y every one of the party hit.  Captain |Batrp was agai
hit quite cloge to the fort. Surgeou-Captain WuifcHURCH hlelllt:;l
recqmmcnded for the Victoria Cross, for this vervigallant (l(:o:l 'HI(;
the sepoys for the Order of Merit. From 3d Ma :h to 19th -‘\‘)-'l
the fort was closely invested om all sides by the cyemy. 'i‘lna*\"lnlllli;t
fa_scme entrenchments at forty yards distance, apid ykcpt up a tive
night and day. They were armed with many bre b vithon
and lots of ammunition, and the losses in the fort
er-\teen killed and thirty wounded. The conduct of the Fourteenth
Sikbs, t'xnder Lieutenant HARLEY, was beyond praise. They never
got a night off the walls, and the greater the dahger became (ltnl'
;‘wrehcheerful they appeared. The garrison was ::;ioned trom 3d
Obz::(i: (;;1 one pound of gvritty.ﬂour only daily, and the only meat
nable was thé officers’ ponies. Scveral attempts were made to
fire the fort, one of which fired a tower largely mdde of woodl. und

in attempting to put this out, the British Agent, Me|{ ROBERTS . ¥
severely wounded in left shoulder. o e e
Wl‘;ll‘lhteh;egnir:g dz?ls‘o mined to within two yards of|one tower, and
ey Sikhe wad |:~scf\:elzed, on 18th April, Lieutenart Harrey, with
o) i 8ix )' ash!m!' s?'poys, made a brillignt sortie, caught
¢ enem). in the mine, killed forty-six of them, gnd blew in the

mm(g;. His purty lost eight killed and fourteen woynded

Apr“re;l:t;;r;‘eép:ratmnsﬂ had bee'g made for a grand jassault on 19th
op m: oo nemy fled on tha approach of the Gllgit column on
ght o th'e 18th to 19th. he whole garrison| were never off
the walls at night, and endured their privations dueerfully. The

bhisties should not be furgotten ;1 two of them were
wounded. .

cch-ltoading rifles
amounted to sev-

killed and one
'

i

PROFESSIONAL NOTES.

HOW THE FIRST MAINE HEAVY ARTILLERY LOST 1.74
MEN IN TIHRTY DAYS

The organization ot heavy artillery constituted a peculiar and
distinet branch ot service in the late war. Practically speaking,
during the first three years ot the war, they were neither artillery
nov intautry. though allied to both. Their uniform was of the in.
funtry pattern though trimmed with the red of the artillery, and
though they were well drilled i the tactics of all the heavy guns
trom the six-inch mortar to the hundred-ponuder Parrott. yet they
were tully armed and eqaipped as jufantry. and could show a better
line and exeente all the intricate movements of that branch of ser-
vice with more precision than any infantey regiment in the field.

This was their standing, when to the number of 23,000, iu the
month of May. 1864, this force was ordered from the defences of
Washington to join the forces of General GRANT near Spottsyivania
Court House. From this time until the surrender of General LEE at
Appomattox, they were to all intents and purposes so muny redi-
ments of infuntry, working in the xame brigades, making the same
marches, enduring the same hardships and fighting the same battles
with the infantry regiments. and. in short. after being incorporated
into the infautry brignides their only distinction was the red trim.
ming upon their uniforms and the cross cannons upon their caps.
As a general thing these regiments had been recruited and orun.
nized as wnfantry, then by special orders from the War Department
they were transferred to the heavy artillery branch of the service
and recruited up to 1300 men by tilling the ten old companies to
150 men each and by adding two new companies of equal numbers.

When the First Maine Heavy Artillery marched down Pennsyl-
vania Avenue in Washington, on the morning of May 15, 1864, it
was u regiment of nominally 1.200 men. but of course all were not
preseunt for duty. Some had permanent details away from the com-
mand, others were scattered in the Northern hospitals, while a largre
contingent, including the large numbef of sick in our post hospital
and many others who had been on duty about camp. but were un-
able to bear the fatigues of the march, were left behind. Besides
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this, quite a number were detailed as cooks, ordcrﬁes, and hostlers,
The exact number of men whigh the regiment todk into battle the

19th of May, I have been undb|
have of my own company an

formation [ can gather, [ am sy
» us that day.

to determine, but{the knowledge I
the written statefnents of several
company commanders, noted dgwn ut the time, and from all the in-
isfied that not over

i 1,600 were with

The regiment embarked’ onla transport at the|foot of Seventh

Street during the forenoon of ¥ay 15th, and land¢d at Belle Plain

the sume evening, where it remgined until the morping of the 17th,

when it took up the line of march, passed through Fredericksbury

and arrived at Spottsylvania alj 11 o'clock that evbnlng We had

now hterally arrived at the seafj of war and were lifible to be called

- into action at any time. Madeljup from good matgrial, perhiaps no

better, and certainly no worse than the average re

priment from the

old Pine Tree State, the achoolifng we had received|while in the de-
fences of Washmgton had madd§ ustthorough soldigrs so far as drill

and discipline were collcerned, but we lacked the

practical knowl.

edge of fighting the enemy or how best to protect ourselves when

in range of the enemy's bulletd' This we learnec

later on in the

bard school of experience, that'is, what few of ug there were lent
i after thirty days of suchi schooling. Early on thq morning of the
‘ 18th, we were awakened by the booming of cannon| We had heard
the artlllery ﬁrmg at the secopd Bull Run battlefin 1562, and at

i Aldie in 1863, and in eacH case

ere at a safe distance, with no like-

lihood of belng called into actipn, but now the cabe was ditferent.

o The firing was only a mileor twi

away.and in less

han ten minutes

" we were moving on douhle quigk time towards thd point of attack.

- going into line behind!well built breastworks in
proved a feeble attack by our fofces on the bloody

support of whut
angle, the scene

of General HaNcock's birilliant dharge on the morfing of the 12th.
Here we prepared breakfhst, acgustomed ourselveq to our new sur-

roundings, and enjoyed as bes
We were well out of the rang

unbroken, and at roll call the
comrade answered, “ Hene

i we could our first day under five.
“of bullets, but mgny shalls burst
along the line, yet we moved oft late in the afted

hoon with ranks

t morning, for thq last time, every

. All day the 19th, the. troopsifrom the right off cur army were

moving away to the left, and tle Fredericksburg Pike, over which

our supply traims were moving,
always feeling for an opportunity,

guard, which was nnmediately sj ept away,
their hands. ~'Our regimdnt chafced to

time we started a heavy shower game on,
_rain and mud, and as we!neared!

along,

ecame uncovered] and the enemy,
-, had advanced a
. eral EweLL, which had cauuou'l) moved s
‘ afternoon they struck the wagdn train plotected

force under Gen-
Fntil lute in the
only by a light

cand qurjsupplies were in
the neapest tha point of
.aumk and it was started at ondg on the double qufck.

About the

but on wd rushed through
the train filed oft

o the right so as

to bring ourselves into line, then| made a dash for the wagans. The

was not a heavy one, anid they
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were brushed away without a halt on our part. some being captured:
but the larger part fell back to their main line.  Advaneing for halt’
a mile through the thicket without meeting the enemy we emerged
into a clearing. a field of perhaps ten ucres, divided nearly equally
by a small sluggish brook fringed by tow trees and ranning from
right to left.  The ground sloped gently on our side af the brook,
but was steeper beyvond up to the edge of the woods, where the
enemy were posted.  Up thisghill the force driven from the wagon
train were rushing as we came out of the woods, but were soon out
of sight.

The regiment moved two-thirds the way down the slope. where
they were brought to a halt. and firing commenced which lasted
two hours and twenty minutes.  During all this time the men stood,
tought just as you see them in pictures, and were the coolest lot of
men I ever saw under any circumatances. They loaded. took aim
and fired, then would deliberately clear the smoke from their guns
by half cocking, throwing off the old cap and blowing into the
muzzle, always giving the gun time to cool a little before reloading.
Men were talling, to be sure, but those who were able got away to
the rear, while those who were not. lay quietly along the line, and
theé survivors were too much engaged with their work to notice
much about them until the enemy retired and the firing ceased. 1
spoke of our beipg in an open tield; so we were, but not all. We
made so long a line that one or two companies on cither flank ex-
tended into the woods and were more or less protected; in fact, the
lossin Company “ D’ amounted only to one killed, and he on the color
guard out in the field. and three slightly wounded; while on the
other hand, Company + E,” whichh was in the field and fally exposed,
had twenty-three killed or mortally wounded and forty-seven others
wounded —a total of seventy out of 135 who went into action. The
loss in the regiment was 155 killed or mortally wounded and 369
wounded —a total of 524, Thix was an c¢normous loss. amounting
to nearly one-third of the number engaged.

In fact, up to this time since the war began, no regiment had
suffered such a numerical loss< in any onc battle. but the end was
not yet. There were two things which largely contributed to our
loss.  The first and most important was the position in which we
were halted on the field.  Had we remained at the edge of the woods
on the hill, or even advanced across the brook. we should have been
partially covered from the enemy's fire. Then. had we thrown our-
selves flat on the ground. a less number of men would have been
hit. After this the regiment never fought the enemy. while stand-
ing. except in making an advanece.  As soon as the firing slackened,
Com}mny “E, of which I wasu member.wus deployved ag skirmishers,
and advanced against the enemy so close that two of our men in the
woods on the left of the company were taken prisoners,one of whom
went to Andersonville, but the other not liking to take the chuances
of prison life, tried his hand at making his excape. He was a wily
fellow, fertile in resources. and as cool as he was brave.  He not only
succeeded in making his escape back to our lines. but brougit in a
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prisoner with him. It was nof all smooth sailing for bfm. for he

was obliged to shoot down twoof the enemy who
of his escape. Near midnight| the company way

stood jn the way
relieved and or-

dered in to a point on the hill'lin rear ot where we had tought in

the atternoon. The men camelin through the d:
by twos, and I venture the asseption that no more
were ever accorded thaniwere eXtended to each ne
who had preceded him. | We had been in service ty

rkness, singly or

cordial greetings
v comer by those
enty.one months

and bhad learned to trusg and love each other as bfothers. and is it

any wonder that tears icame wuobidden—tears «
many had fallen, and of goy that so many had ese

Later on I accompanied a squad of men who

Lsorrow that ~o
iL‘Il )

‘ere going on to

the field to bring ott the: body .ot Licutenant Jor§ F. KNowLEs. of

our company, who had been killed. \s we nearey

the point where

we had stood in line, I noticed eight or ten of our en laid out ~ide
by side, the beams ot the moon struggling through ghe fleeey clowds,

lighting their upturned faces, all smeared with the
some. showing guping woununds, and all ghastly :ln(l)lj
to the right, where the color guard and Company +

a similar lot of dead caretully laid out: beyond 1

dmoke ot battle,
feless.  Looking
" had stood, was
his anather and

another, until the woods were rern‘(-hcul. and the samme thing awav to
4

the left. It was a selemn moment, as I gazed on t
midnight hour, my first look uplon a deserted baty
forcibly those rows of dead m ntreminded me
reaped grain among which I had worked on my
here the reaper was the Angel off Death. I picked
replacg my own which had been pierced by two bu
from the tield. One look was enough. ..

"ErvIN CHAMBERLAIN went in{o dction on my le

e seene at that
lefield, and how
f the gavels of
native hills, but
up a canteen to
lets, and burried

t. This was his

only battle, and thé impressions made on his mind ora'lastjng. He
told me a few weeks ago that the man on my rightf and the cne on

his left, as well as the twoiwho cdvered us in the re
killed or mortally wounded, and that he was hit se

hr rank, were all
Fen times betore

being disabled, and I could count the marks of nife bullets which

had made a close call on mé™ At 11 o'clock the ni
the regiment was on the march, which was kept uj
for seventcen hours, with; less than five minutes’
time. Passing through Bowling Green, we were hal
Station, where the regiment went into line and t

pzhie of the 20th,
at a rapid pace
rest during the
ted near Milford

rew -up breast-

works, while Company «D,” under Lieutenant H

RrY E. SELLERS,

wus advanced as a line of ’picketsq but were attacked by the enemy,

losing one man killed, one;woundgd, and one priso

r.

On the 23d of Muy we reached a point near the North Anna
River, and near night were subjected to a severe ghell fira, losing
two or three men. We were keptlin reserve until the atternoon of

the 24th, when we crossed over the river on a brid

upon the run,

under one of the liveliest shell fires we ever got jnto. Probably

twenty-five shells exploded over our heads while

aking the run,

bat one man only was hit, getting a slight scalp wdund by a small
sliver of iron. We labored most of the night buildihg breastworks
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and remained here until the night of the 26th, when the army was
withdrawn to the north ~ide ot the river, and proceeded on another
flank movement. The loss of the regiment was two killed or mor-
tally wounded and five wounded.  The 2x5th and 2%th we were near
Hanovertown, where we had one man killed.  The 30th we moved
out near Totopotomy Creck. und the morning of the 31st moved
across the creek and assisted in driving the enemy from their outer
line of works.  Getting into position. we lay under a broiling sun
and a most uncomtortable shell five the reést of the dav.  In this ac.
tion we had three men killed and ten wonuded. mostly by exploding
shells. One shell explo led immediately over the left of Company » K.°
which lay on the right of Companyi ~E7 One « K7 man was killed
and two others wounded. but the ~E7 men were all unhart. though
several pieces of the iron struck among us,one piece going through
the gun-stock of Corporal FrnvrasoxN and another demolishing Ser-
geant CHAPIN'S canteen. Ina tew minutes some enterprising man
in the company . who was short of cooking tools had melted the solder
around the edge of the canteen, and with a split stick tor a handle
on the good half, was busy feying meat and preparing his supper.

The next day. June Ist. commenced the battle, or rather, series
of’ battles, of Cold Harbor. In this action our regiment was not di-
rectly engaged with the enemy, but were held in reserve while other
regiments and brigades were being hurled under a terrible fire
against a line of' earthworks so strong and well protected by abatis
and almost impenectrable slashes that no force of men. however
brave, could hope 1o break, so long as the works were well manned,
Our work was to rush from point to point along the line, now to the
right. then to the left, in quick succession. always exposed more or
less to the scattering fire trom the not fur away front, The heavy
tighting was on the Ist and 3d of June. and the loss to the army
amounted to some 13,000 men.  Qur regiment was continually under
the scattering fire of the enemy, and scarcely a day passed from the
Ist to the 12th of June but what one or more of vur men were
wounded. A reconnaissance of Company A" on the evening of the
12th, resulted in the loss of five prisoners. The total loss of the
regiment in those twelve days amounted to one killed. twenty-seven
wounded, and seven prisoners. At 10:30°on the night of June 12th
we moved out of the works, marched a few miles, then slept by the
roadside the rest of the night. The 13th we crossed the Chicka-
hominy and marched to the James River, which we crossed on
transports on the l4th, and 11 o'clock on the night of the 15th
found us facing the enemy’s lines in front of Petersburg. Late in
the afternoon of the 16th we were advanced against the works in
our front, being in the second line, and not directly engaged, but
lost some men. Working all night, throwing up breastworks, we
were given a duy of comparative rest through the 17th, but were
kept well up to the front, losing occasionally a man. That evening
we were put into the front line on the right of the Prince George
Court House Road, where we soon became ehgaged with the enemy.
A brisk fire was kept up for some twenty minuates, in which Major
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GEoRGE W. SABINE,was struck by a minié ball, whith passed through
.one thigh and lodged in the other, from the effect§ ot which he died
the following May: At 4 o'clock on the mornigg of the 158th we
emerged from this position, driving in the enemy’s pickets, and
developing the fact that they had withdrawn fron} their position of
the night before tq.an inner and stronger line.{ Taking position
along the road i front:of the HARE field and Buildings, we soon
bad a strong line of earthworks, which we felt cafjable of defending
in case of an attack. Several attempts bad beerfy made by the dif-
ferent corps to break through the enemy’s line a{ various points in
the course of the day, but withont success, when fwell along in the
afternoon General BIRNRY, then.in command of the Second Corps,
received from General MEADE the following ordery:

«] have sent positive|orders to Generals BUrRNRIDE and WARREN
to attack at all hazards with their whole force. find it useless to
appoint an hour to effect cooperation, and am therefore compelled
to give you the same order. You have a large eqrps. powerful and
pnumerous, and I beg that you will at once, as [soon as possible,
assault in strong column. The day is fast goink, and I wish the
practicability of carrying the enemy’s line settled| before dark.”

. Morr’s division was selected as the assaulting ¢olumn, and when
the order was transmitteg to him he protested vigprously against so
rash and hopeless an undertaking, but protests upder such ¢ircum-
stances avail nothing. The order was positive,a
Our Third Brigade was .designated to make the
the other brigades were well in- hand to follow hp any advantage
that we might possibly gain. The different reg{ments cbmposing
the brigade were withdrawn from the lire and bfought together a
little to the rear under cdver of the woods, and tHen marched back
into position in column ik an opgn pine growth ba&ck from the road,
so we should just clear thé HARE |house on the right as we advanced.
As we camo into positian we found that our regiment jnot only
headed the column, but we had been- made a column by ourselves
by breaking up into three battalions’of four companies pach, and
according to our instructions, the first battalion was to lead off, and
each succeeding battalion to follow at a distance of twenty paces.
In short, the First Maine Heavy Artillery bedame the ‘strong
column” with which thd assanlf was made, for no other regiment

1 must be obeyed.
irect assault, and

advanced beyond the road. It was just as well, fqr no ten thousand.

men in column could have pterced that line, manned as it was with
infantry and actillery. The mond to advance the nore to be killed;
that was all. There was lead #nd canister enoligh, and| to spare.
From our position among the pines we could séc the whole field
over which we must pass and the earthworks bgyond. We could
see the men-behind thosed works,/no doubt elated ht the ])ﬁosl)cct of
the harvest of death they were about to reap; but the two batteries
which were to be served with double-shotted canister on either flank
were under cover. It was perfactly safe to stand up now, both for
Union and Confederate troops, for on our part of the line. at least,
the noise of the battle was hushed ; it was the lull betore the storm.

—y
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And now came the final preliminaries betore starting, We were
ordered to load, and the guns were londed and cupped; then to fix
bayonets, which was done.  Instructions were given not to fire a shot
until we got into the enemy’'s works. «Pile up vour knapsacks,
and leave two men from ecach company to guard them,” ordered the
Colonel.  The guards were detailed, and the men stripped to light
marching order.  For the next few minates the guards were busy
with pencil and note book taking down addresses of wife. mother,
sister or loved_one far away in Maine. When culled to attention.
the men were readily in place. There was a little narvous tighten-
ing of belts, and a little firmer grasp of the musket as it was brought
to a trail.  Teeth may have been set a little harder to prevent any
sign of trembling which might take possession of ws. The order
was given, and we daslied off at double-quick time. A shower of
lead struck us, but the men involuntarily pulled their cu% visors
down over their eyes. and with bowed heads advanced against the
storm. The shells crashed over our heads tor a migute. and then
the deadly canister got in its work. The ranks melted and the
lines grew thin, but an we pressed. hoping against hope, a few
cetting nearly up to the abatis, when the order to retreat was given,
and such as could got off the tield. ‘

Thus ended the battle of' Petersburg, and - the practicability of
carrying the enemy’s line™ was settled in the negative. I wish to
~ay i word here in regard to the time we were on the field. I have
seen it estimated by those present all the way from cight to twenty
minutes.  Let us figure a little. The distance from the point of
starting to the enemy’'s line i< 350 yards.  Now, 332 vards is one-
nfth of a mile. so the distance out and back is two-tifthsof a mile,
over which a man can casily walk in eight minutes, going at the
rate of a mile in twenty minutes. The average speetd we attained
it the advance and retreat most have shortened the time one-hatf
from that of a walk, =0 that it is altogether probable that in four
minutes after starting every man except those disabled was off the
field.  Our loss in this battle counted up 240 killed and died of
wounds, and 364 wounded: a total of 604, nearly all of which
occurred in the assault of the I1sth of June.

The Eighth New York Heavy Artillery had sutfered a loss at
Coll Harbor which exceeded onrs at Spottsyleania, but our loss at
Petersburg stahds out as being the heaviest that oacurred in any
gegiment in-any one battle during the whole war, while that at
Spottsyleania stands third in the list, being exceeded only by the
loss of the Eighth New York above mentioned. Our losses from
May 19th to June 18th. a period of thirty days. had heen
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Spottsylvania...........c.occen IR & L 155 | 36 524
Milford Station... 1 i 1 2
North Anpna..... 2 ; [ n
Hanover Town. 1 O I 1_
Totopotomy . .. 3 R\ )
Cold Harbor.. . . 1 7 2N
Petersburg...... ooovvein cevisncine ceenn e - 240 R 604

T3 ) 1,179

T T -

Besides this we ha{l lost fodkteen prisoners, twelve of whom died
in Southern prisons. | To the gasual reader the results to the regi-
ment of this thirty days of fighting represents the death of 415
men, and 776 others more or leas disabled for life, but to us ot the
command and to our fhmilies|it means more. | It means not only
death, but individual suffering. Comparatively few of the killed
die instantly, and’thoje whollinger trom a fpw houry to many
months have their cup of suffefing filled to the brim.

_ And what of the Iqved ofies|at home? It mcans sorrow without
meusure; it means an! aged father or mother goipg down in poverty
and grief to the grave*for the want of a staft to lean upon; it means
a widowed wife and ¢rphan children; it meany other than literal
wounds, which are ne‘Frer healdd on earth. The same thing holds
true, though in a less! degree, kn all the ordinapy losses in battle,
but this aggregation of death, of suffering and af anguigh, becomes
terrible to contemplate on acepunt of its magnitude. Qonsidering
the number of men engaged, aAnd the brief time in whi¢h this loss
occurred, it is withoug a parallpl in the history ¢f modern warfure.
—Major Charles J. Hduse, in e Maine Bugle. . -

PURCHASING CAVALRY HOHRSES.

Captain ALESHIRE, Assistant Quartermaster,ithe officer detailed
to inspect cavalry horses in St. Louis under racent contracts, has
adopted the very sensible plan of accompanying the buyers through
the horse raising districts, withia view to selecting the best mcunts
obtainable for cavalry. This ‘baves the contragtor from shipping
a great many unsuitable horsés to St. Louis, quly to be rejected
upon arrival.  Some of! these liofses bought in thelimmediate vicinity
of Fort Leavenworth Have beed turned over to the squadron of the
Sixth Cavalry, without Being shipped on the carg, or stabled in city
stables, thus avoiding probgbility of contracting influenza.

Another innovatiod, which {t is hoped will be so successful as
to encourage its extensidn, is to furnish the names of the sires of
these horses in order to have the remounts carefylly watched, to de-
termine what colts develop into the bost cavalry horses. This is
-with a view to encourage the Breeding of mares to those stallions
most likely to produce colts suitable for army usp. The farmers in
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the neighborhood are willing and anxious to ruise such horses as
are adapted to cavalry service. and it this small beginning is fol.
lowed out to a legitimate and successtul conclusion, the question ot
remount farms and other projects may be happily solved in a most
natural and business.like way. without causing the government to
o to the expense of providing establishments for breeding and
raising horses onits own account.

The one serious drawback to the success of this excellent plan
i<, that while farmers may breed according to the recommendations
made atter trial of various colts,and produce just what is wanted,
the Tvils of the contract system crop out, tor the lowest bidder muy
refuse to buy his horses in that part ot the country at all. It is be-
licved that if farmers are willing to devote special attention to the
production of cavalry remounts, contractors would tind it advau-
tageous to buy tfrom them. A failure to respond to the exigences
of the case should be cause sutficient to ask Congress to authorize
the Secretary of War to announce a tfixed price cach year for certain
localities, and et all the tamers compete, This would educate horse
raisers very quickly. tor it i~ manitestly to their interests to raise
only what they can sell to advantage.

In any event the experiment now being tried saves the trans-
portation of the horses to St Loois and back, and leaves them tor
duty within a tew miles of where rarsed so that they do nat have to
be acelimated, a process which otten takes a year, and sometimes is
never accomplished. ‘ W. H. C.

" HORSES AND BICYCLES,

The craze for bicycle riding has assumed such proportions that
many otherwise conservative people think they are about to witness
the complete downfall of that staunch and loyal friend of the human
race, the horse. Such views are inconsistent with the teachings of
history. and careful thought as to the limitations of the case shonld
be sufficient to explode any theories of that kind. The possibilities -
of the application of steam may have worried the past generation
of horse brecders. but there can be no doubt that railroads and
steam vessels have materially aided the horse breeding interests of
the world by the rapid extension of settlement and vonsequent in.
creased agricultural developments.

That the raising of common Eastern stock and Western broncos,
classed in the markets as “ scrubs,” iz no longer profitable, is not al-
together a matter for public regret. The best papers in the country
devoted to agricultural interests as well as all government publica-
tions have for many years set forth the disadvantages of breeding
worthless animals, but nothing could be written in the way of argu-
ment half aseffective as the recent decline in prices,and finally the
total disappearance of any market for this product. ~

The prices of horses have fallen in common with everything else
during the past two years, and the large numbers of such animals
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between the ages of onke and five years in the hiands of farmers has
been a source of serioub consideration to them because of the uncer-
tain conditions of the near future. In some seftions the breeding
of mares has beén curtailed, while in many jastunces jacks are
being used to breed nmules for the great cotton gection. | This rafer
to ordinary farm homses, for the depression 'Imi not prevented t
breeding of high class animals in any way wha iever.

The establishment, of annaal horse shows hay shown so many ad-
vantages over the or;inary country fairs, tbat breeders of first.class
animals are encourag?d to exhibit the very best!produced, and pur-
chasers are always at, hland ‘foni prize animals of, almost. every class,

Now that the sen‘ f fashion has been putJupon bicycling the
world seems about to reyolutionize the methads of exercize and
transportation in order fo ayoid the use of horses;  One of the cheap
arguments is, that bicyicles do not require grooming and feeding.
In all fairness it might be replied that horsemen do not have to
carry monkey wrenchieq, bolts,{antcrns. ete.  Buat thix sort of argu-
ment is pue?le. The true lover of the horse T)«Is more pleasure
and entertaipment in the posseg;ion of a fine animal than could pos.
#ibly come to him through the ownership of the most perfect
“wheel.” This is aside from tthe actaal riding or driting of the
apimal, and it is safe tq predidt that those who are reglly fond ot
horses and amply able to bear the expense of bwnersliip, will not
surrender the pleasures bf a vifit to the st_ublc.l:x vallop across the
country or a friendly “brush’ gn the road. howeker much they may
be carried away tempor{fsrily \v%t.h the craze. ‘

So far as the army|is conﬁerncd the advent of bigycle corps
comes only as an additidn, and fin nowise supplaits any ot the com-
ponents of a well reghlaited fokce. No bicycle corps ¢an do away
with animals for transport servipe, agd as for cavalry, noy more than
ever before the eyes and cargf of the army. its comppsition and
duties and the necess?i of itsl|beinir are not affected il any way
whatever. So far as apy injury] to the sale of cyvalry Lorses. there
bas been noune. It is d degrettigble fact that thejcontractors for the
supply of cavalry horsed are n tublc to procure| suitabld animals to
fill their contracts within any ‘reasonuble space of country in the
United States.  The cluss of hdpses demanded for this service is not
raised in perfection on many farms, and even in the great horse
State of Missouri the governmdpt is buying in apen market at this
time, because the contractors bave failed to fipd the number of
horses required for rerhounts tlis summer. a season of almost pro-
found peace. ;

The possibilities of :ithe bicyele in some direptions are scarcely
comprghended even by enthusigsts. If the recgrds are absolutely
accurate, then the bicyrlists ‘aye made faster time than horses run.
ning, pacing or trotting: ' N
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15 Mive, 1.0 Mide, 3.5 M, 1 Mile.
Johnson  bicyelist ... 218 ,m} 1113 3
Salvator | race horse i ..... AT A7l 1.1} !
Flvine Jib ( pacer) .. 20k 50 128 i
Robert J. ( pacer) . . 30 1.0 1504 . A
Alix 1 trotter ). S0l 101} 1.324 3

When it comes to long distance rvides, =ome ot the bicycle per-
formances ure marvelous, One, HoLBEIN. on July Tth, covered 297
miles in twenty-four hours, on roads between London and Peterbor-
ough. In a twenty-four hour track race at Putney, England. June
22d and 23d, A. C. FosTaINE made 474 miles 1296 vards in twenty-
four hours. Only a few weeks ago, a Frenchman named Hurst
covered 315 miles on a track in twenty-four hours. These are cer-
tainly remarkable performanceTbut they do not exercise any influ-
ence as to the permanent popularity ot the bicycle with the public
at large.

Physicians will probably discover a train of minor evils arising
from the new form of’ exercise. but if used in moderation there can
be no doubt that bicyete riding will benefit more than it injures.
There are many people who can indulge in the ownership of a
bicyele to whom horseback riding is an unknown quantity. To
these people are given the opportunity to go out over country roads
and byways, thus opening up to them new seenes and incidents
hitherto existing only in imagination. The manner of riding for
such health and pleasure seckers as these should not correspond to
the hump-backed record-breakers any more than a gentleman or
lady on horseback should appear like an anxious jockey on a thor-
oughbred.

There is no antagonism between horses and bicycles so long as
they do not actually intertere with one another on the road. but the
increasing number of bicvelists is apt to make them pugnacious and
their demands for right of way excessive. and this horsemen will
resent, for roads are kept up at public expense, primarily for public
convenience as to transportation.  However, horsemen may content
themselves in peace, for if history does not belie its teachings. the
tushion will go out, and there will be thousands of second-hand
bicyeles offered for sale within a few years

Then again, suppose half.a million bicveles are in actual use in
thix country, and that cach one supplanted a borse, which of course

gix not a fact, this would affect less than five per cent. of the total
“number of horses reported in the United States.

Electricity and cables have displaced the horse generally trom
street car tgaffic, and while the farmer is perhaps eatitled to ~ome
sympathy. the patrous of street cars are to be congratulated on the
change, and doubtless if the horse could express his views he wonld
be found arrayed against a return to horse cars,

The cheap buggies and wawons of the present day have a ten-
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dency to extend the use ot hgrses; a drop in’

. will,"if at all permanent ciusg thousands of vehicles to come into

. use as soon as the buamess revival ix assured. |

' |
i
} First Life Guards....... ....Lieut.-Col.
i 8econd Life Guards. ........ -ieut.-C
L Royal Horse Guards .. ...|. Lieut.-C
| First Dragoon Guards . |Lieut.-C
; 8econd Dragoon Guards .| Lieut.-C
f Third Dragoon Guards...., Lieut,-Col
: Fourth Dragoon Guardsg Lieut -Co;
Fifth Dragnon Guarlh....‘l Lieut.-Co
; Sixth Dragoon Guards .....Lieut.-Co
R Seventh Dragoon Guards... Lieut.-Co
First Dragoons........ .... . .. Lieat. -Co|
‘ Second Dragoons.. . ...... . Lieut.-Co

Third Hassars...
Fourth Hussars .
Fifth Lancers ... e
Sixth Dragoons....... ....... jeut.- Col
Seventh Hussars.............

Eighth Hussars .. .
Ninth Lancers.. ..

FEleventh Hussars
Twelfth Lancers.....
Thirteenth Hussars. ..
Fourteenth Hussnm
Fifteenth Hussars ...
’ Sixteenth Lancers ...
Seventeenth Lancers..
Eighteenth Hussars ..
Nineteenth Hussars ........ lLieut.-Col.
Twentieth Hussars........... Lieut.-Col .,
Twenty-first Hussars........ Lieut.-Col. f
i

- Lieut.-Col.
.‘1Lneut -Col.,
...Lieut.-Col.
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the essential swagger of the horse soldier, and the attractions of
riding over walking. are suticient to account for the preference.
Thcn a superlor class of men enlist in the cavalry: they are better

cared for in barracks, and the whole lite has a higher tone than is
obtainable in the ordinary intuntry regiment. These are indubitable
advantages, but against them must be placed the fact that so many
«entlemen rankers” ave to be found in the cavalry, and that onlv
the very pick and flower of them can hope to struggle through a
commission.  In certain crack cavalry corpsa very large proportion
of the troopers are so termed ~army tuilures™ ‘Oune must admire
the pluck and perseverance of these voung tellows, who have made
up their miuds to obtain a commission trom the ranks. hut their
chunces of’ success are very slight,

With regard to the infuntey. there are certain well-known corps
bearing historic names whose deeds are in evervbody's moath, and
who carry with them an atmosphere of <martness and dash. To
serve in the ranks of one of these battalions is in itself a distinetion.
But this in itselt will not help the ~gentleman ranker™ to a com-
mission.. All these crack line regiments have the same drawbacks
ax the cavahry corps.  They are crowded with superior privates
hoping for a rise to a commission. It is a difficult matter to get
made even a sergeant in one of these sober, steady regiments. o
many lrrcpro.lchable candidates are there for that position. It
seemys, then. that the only way to obtain rapid promation from the

ranks is to enlist in an infantry regiment with a cloudy reputation

as regards diﬂ(ibline and genernl bebuvior.  If the N.C. O s are
constantly getting into trouble for drunkenness and dilatoriness. it
n.ltumllv follows that a well educated young fellow of steady habits
woulid soon be made a sergeant. and once a sergeant it would depend
on himself to push on rapidly. and to make a name for hims=elf—
Adnoraltyg and Horse Guards Gozette,

MOUNTED ORDERLIES.

« Much interest has been aroused abroad by the demand lately
made in the German Parliament for credits to cover the formation
of a corps of mounted orderlies. The necessity for such an orgati-
zation was thus officially brought forward by \[u]m‘ Waens: The
transmission of messages has hecome dithe ult owing to the introduc-
tion of smokeless powder, anid is vet more important now than of old.
Mounted orderlies are a necessity tor use with the infuntry, but cav.
alrymen could scarcely be trained tor the work, nor could they be
sp.lrwi in the numbers required.” The Minister for War states ‘that
“the German cavaley has no extra establishment of men and horses
available for use with the infantry as mounted orderlics.  Not a
horse or man can now be spared from the cavalry. Long range
weapons give a new feature to the battles of the future. The voice,
which is the usual means for transmission of orders and messages, is
no longer able to carry them to their widely extended destination.
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s .
The only effectual means of trans
mounted orderlies. This .is no
rived at after the experienges of a
representations was a general or

isgion now is the employment of
mere fud, it is the conclusion ar-
ive service.’ he result of these
r authorizing the formation of u
detachment of mounted orderlies tb be attached tojthe Guards Corps,
and to the First and Fifteenth Army Corps. The corps of mounted
orderlies, it is laid down, is intdnded to supply|for the use of the
general staff and of infantry divisions men whq have been fully
trained in the transmission of ordérs and information,and in all the
duties of outposts and reconnaissance. ‘They nged not,” it is said.
Iry attached to| a divisipn for re
Zonnoitering and screening duties;| Buttbey will gelieve the cavalry
from such duties as escorts to gengrals and staff officers, to baggage.
etc., and as mounted orderlies.’” The establishmdgnt of eagh detach.
ment, of which there are to be thiee, comprises oge captaip in com.
mand, one licutenant, two second|lieutenants, twé sergeagt-majors,
four sergeants,'six corporals, ninelly-six men, and 108 homsps. Each
detachment will be attdched forjdiscipline and instruction to a
cavalry regiment in its district. When a detachment is broken up
for duty with Ffferent stafls, its officers will be available for employ-
ment in their army cotps as orderly officers.” They will thus be
able to superintend generally the porking of their men. (The noun.
commissioned officers will be obtaiped by transferdor recngagements
from other regiments. {[The men.|will be eulisted for three years’
service, and should possess thdate qualification knowledge ot
horses and their managemeMt, gpecial aptitudd for thel work of
mounted orderly, good conduct, good cyesight, gbility to. read and
write German fluently. The armpament consistspt’ a sword and a
revolver, the equipment jacludes Jfield glasses and a map case.

As regards instruction, the objects to be aimed at are: Each
orderly should be absolute master of his horse, e must know how
to. treat him genecrally, and especiglly in case of mpinor ailments und
injuries; he musi be a bold and clevper horseman ovdrall kinds of coun-
try; he mustbe able to find his way with or withoit a map, to obxerve
rapidly and completely, and to ragport what he hgs seen clearly and
in a few words. The three maigh points of th instrucrons are
(1) development of the riding ppwers of the man; (2)]thorough
training of the horse; (3) practigal and theoretipal instriictions in
the duties of mounted orderly. IRdividual trainipg only fs desired,
not that of men in the ranks. {The men are fo be practiced in
riding alone over all kinds of grqund. They ard not to be taught
any movements or formations in Ypdies larger than mere golumn of
route, such as half sections and [pections; no inktruction need be
given in the use of the lance. THe basis of the theoreticpl instiruc.
tion rests on what will be requifed of the menon seryice. The
points in particular insisted on a reports, botl} writteh and ver-
bal ; map reading; principles of fpconnaissance of villages, bridwes,
roads, fords, etc.; computation of the strength of troops of all arms:
uro of field glasses ; estimation of Mistances; kunowledge of staft and
other uniforms and badges of rapk ;. care of horses, shoeing. cte.

B ‘ ~
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Every man should be able to render -first aid” to his horse in the
event of colic. rubs, overreaches, ete. The veterinary surgeon of
the regiment to which the detachment is ttached will be responsi-
ble for this part of the man’s instructions Practical work is to be
carried out in individual expeditious, Jong rides, attendance at in-
fantry maneuvers, ete. These orderlies are to be distributed among
staffs and infantry divisions.  The permanent attaching of orderlies
takes place at the commencement of weneral mancuvers. Fur an ap-
proximate gujde to their distribution it is proposed that the staff of
an army corps should command the service of four orderlies, staff off
a division five, staff’ of a brigade four. regiment of infantry eight,
battalion ot chasseurs two. I these numbers non.commissioned
officers arcincluded. except the two sergeant-majors. who with ten or
twelve men and youny horses remain at the depot.

“Under the head of ¢employment care has to be taken that the
orderlies, while performing all the duties that are expected af them,
are not prematurely played out with boundless orders, nor used tor
services other than those for which they are intended.  The order-
lies, it is stipulated, are it possible to take part in all maneuvers
and practical field exercises of any importance.  The chief employ.
mert will be to keep up communication during an action between
the statfs, theirown troops, and the neighboring troops: to ensure n
simultaneous receipt ot an ovder by commuanders ot units.  Of course.
at a short distunce from the enemy these orderties would not be sent
up to the first line. It i~ further pointed out that they should he
trained to veconneiter roads, crossing pluces, ete to take the place
of eyvelists when the nature ot the ground does not admit of their use.

= In forming a corps on the above principles the German army is
once again showing to others a practical step in the lh-vclnpmcn': ot
eficiency. The move is naturally much commended in Germany
ad in Fruoee alike, especially in articles in the Neue Miditar ahe
Blatter and in the Rerue de Cavalerie. The work ot Jdivisional cav.
alry on service should_be as interesting and as redundant in gallant
deeds as that of the cavalry divisions - indead, its opportunities of
coming into action should. trom the natare of its emplovment and
surrounnlings, be more frequent. Bat experience in the Franco-
German War showed thut, on the contrary, the divisional cavalry
was ~cldom able to Father laurels tor itselt owine to the mabner
in which it was misemployved.  Brietly, the daties of divisional cav-
aley are tocarey out the reconnaoitering and sereconing duties for the
infantry division to which it is attached. and to guard its tront when
balted and its lanks when fichtinge In battles they will use every
upportunity of takirg the cnemy in flank or rear or of cetting at
his artiflery . will stave off fank wtaceks< . will complete 1o the full
the effects of a victory : or.in the case of i reverse. will protect the
retirement by flank blows. ete. Tt is in these, its leeitimate duties,
that divisioual cavalry finds froguent opportunities tor distingeuish.
ing itselt on service.  But there are other minor and non legitimate
duties which it is too often calledl upon to perform. such as escorts
to wenerale. guards to baggage and pricaners. postoriders, transport
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conductors, and orderlies. Expgrience shows hmt these minor
dutics are very apt to be considerd as the more inportant ones on
service, and the result is that the {pree of divisiond! cavaley becomes
frittered away by driblets to thesp various minor{uses until there is
littlo or nothing left of any combakant force. Nof do tho ‘driblets’
effect their work in & manner altogether satisfictory. since their
previous training has dona little tio prepare them for this particular
role, a consideration which in theirase of orderliep is a very impor-
tant ona. Moreover, the best men|and the best hotses ara. of course.
taken for the daties, which leave the inferior gqnes for the important
work of reconnaissance and outpgsts. In thé Franco.German War
it was found that many squadrong| even after receiving their drafts
of remounts, etc., were reduced ta} about half thejr proper strength
—not by losses in action, but by ghe demands mgde upon them for
mounted orderlies, etc. In manylcases their total fizhtifg strengeth
amounted only to thirty files, and these consisting] for the most part
of inferior men and horses. Theid efficiency was furtheriinjured by
the withdrawal from them of numbers of officersirequirdd to act us
gullopers owing to the inability 0,11? the untrained ofrderliea to convey
verbal messages correctly. i

“*The system, while producing |
no corresponding advantages to b

uch dangerous dis'rupt!ons. shows
ance them. Itigives satisfaction

" to nobody. The staff tind the untrained orderligs very unreliable

for their purpose, the squadrons ape denuded of their best men ani
horses and of their all tao few 9fficers, and thelduty is mo=t un-
popular with all ranks. There arg many ways of jcourting disaster,
and the maintenance of this system appears to] be onp of them.
The Germans have beon the first {o recognize thé fact ind to take
practical steps to remedy it. Doubtless other arnfies will follow in
their wake. - In our own army welre luckily one dtep in advance of
most others in this direction, havidg at our dispodal a certain force
of mounted infantry. This branclf will on servicejtake mauy of the
daties that should not legitimately| fall upon the divisional cavalry,
such as escorts, convoys, and mourted orderlies. nd it must be re.
membered that were it not =o gQur squadrons, fbeing on a very
much lower establishment than those of foreign prmies, would be
unable to find any combatant forcdlat all of divisiohal cavalry to op-
pose to that of the enemy ; consequently it is thefmore incumbent
upon us to develop our mounted EInfantry power.{ To effect thix it
would be necessary in the first pl#ce to increase qur establishment
of mounted infantry in men and hdrses ; also to gite them a special
individual training, somewhat on the lines laid dowWn in the German
general order above described, to fik them for the dqties of orderlies .
and finally to add to their establishment a detachnjent of]eyclist or-
derlies. These latter would be of imore usc than Horsemen in most
any country, now that roads exist gverywhere, and bicycles are per-
fected to stand all the exigencies af service; and npt requiring such
long and varied instruction as thejlr mounted comdades, the cyclists
might at once, after preliminary ifstruction in their duties, be at-
tached to the various district hdadquarter staffy, and so obtain

i
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regular practice in their work 1o peace. and at the sarae time re-
lieve men who are at preseut taken away for the duty from their
proper regimental work. The dutivs would thus be performed with
greater efficiency and satisfaction to all concerned. and the cavalry-
men and horses would come again under the hand of their officers to
be properly trained in their legitimate work instead of —a~ a certain
squadron commander was beard to describe it—-being used up by
an infuntry general in giving a fictitious ~how ot importance to him.
self and statt "—Army and Navy (7.azette.

This recalls to mind the cavalry experience ot the Civil Waur,
when notwithstanding the recommendations, appeals and warnings
of experienced cavaley officers the real object of cavalry  was
irnored or misunderstood.and this valuable arm was trittered away.
Details for body guards. personal escorts. numerous orderlies, ete,
tinally had to be curtdiled in order to obtainany service commeunsu.
rate with the expense of the numerous cavalry erganizations.  Such
lessons cannot be too deeply impressed upon the minds of all offi.
cers, in order that they may avoid similar faults upon arriving at

high commands

THE CAVALRY MANEUVERS

The annual training of sclected cavalry regiments utder the
superintendence of the Tnspector General of Cavalry, .\Iuj1»1'»('h-nc.rul
G Luer. C B is proceeding satisfactorily. The division ¢onsists
ot ~six regiments. The Tuspector-General commenced his work of
supervision by a close inspection of each regiment.

Many of the reziments that are now out for manuevers were
similarly employed last vear, and it is oniy reasonable that points
either of resemblance or diference from their appearance and stea li-
ne=sin the field this year as compared with last should be looked
for. = To be frank.” <ayvs the correspondent of the Morning Poxt,
it must be ~aid that the work so far as it has gone indicates that
the squadrons are neither better nor worse than they were a year
ago. The same faults as were apparent in the early days of the
Berkshire maneuvers are evident now.”  General Luek resolved be.
fore assuming command to wive the brigades a protr:ltlcd pcl'imi of
steadying drill betore entering upon the exceution of schemes or ‘nt‘
actions of opposing forces In the fourth wecek, however, it is in-
tended that & reconnais~ance shall be made which will extend from
Aldershat to the south coust.

The Duke of Cambridee will #tend the mancuvers of General
Luek's force on Wednesday and Thursday next.

The cavalry division drilled for the first time with the Royal
Horse Artillery on Thursday.  They were out from 9 a. M. till nearly
1 p. m.. the heat being very great and the dust blinding.  Special at-
tack motements were carried out with the machine gun section of
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the Fourth Hussars, and they ptbved to be no upwort y rivals of
the Royal Horse Artillory, by thp workmanlike dnd smart manner
the guns were brought into actign. The details ¢f the |Third Hus.
sars left behind were formed jntd a skeleton or flde division, as it is
termed at Aldersbot, and drilled| during the earjier hours of the
morning. On the conclusion of the maneuvers, ptobably about Sep.
tember 9th, the: Household Cavalry return to Winglsor and London.
the Seventh Dragoon Guards mafch for Norwich| the Rourth Husx.
sars move to Hounslow, and the Eighth to Leeds {( withla squadron
at York).—Army and Napy Gazelte. !

‘
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THE"SEQU

It has been frequently urged
kills its thousands, discase and i
ten thousands. At the present
easily defeated their pig-tail op
a far more formidable enemy —
The last number of theltransacti

L OF WAR.

wat where the bixllct or the sword
anitary conditigns will slay their
ime the victoripus Japs, who ~o
nents, have now to cantend with
holera—and they do not like it.
na of the Imperinl German Board
of Health states that “accordingito official intelligence, dated June
2d, cholera is spreading in a mostlinlarming way anfoug the Jupanese
troops stationed in China, 500 {§tal cases being peported to have
occurred in the guard regiments glone at Port Arthar. 1t is fearcd
that the impending return of thejjitroops will causg a further spread
of the discase in Japan; A cootphunication trom Beoul. dated Juiy
17th, states that the cholera has broken out in Coprea.”  This intel-
ligence is of interest, ay it tends ¢p confirm the obdervation that the
seat of war is a fruitful ground for the propagatign of disease. anil
that cholera, in particdlar, develpps in places whiere war is beinw,
or has’lately been carried on. The apprehensiong that the discase
may spread in Japan by the retarn ot the troops are abundantly
warranted by the history of choldka, as shown by the facts collecteld
by Herr A. HirscH. When cholera made its firkt appearance iu
Europe, in 1830, it was at once perceptible how. fmportant a paurt
was played by war in the spread of this diseaxe. | It beeame prev.
alent in Russia in 1830, where it,bad asserted itsdlt in spite of the
hard winter that preceded the qutbreak. The Russo-Polish War
took place in that year, and an dutbreak of cholefa was the sequel
to the march of Russian troops info Poland. From there the diseusc
passed, carried by the waters of fhe Warsaw and Kalisch, and in a
very short time was raging in thg Prussian providces of Posen aul
Silesia; then, through the Oder, it penetrated intolthe provinces of
Brandenburg and Pomerania. the following Wear it was seen
that this was not the only way in which war aids [n disseminating
cholera. In May of 1831 some Rilssian warships afrived in Dantzig
Harbor with several cases of chijlera on board. which eaused the
inhabitants of DantZig to becomp infected, and -the disense spread
thence by way of Elbing to Kfinigsberg, and tq the district of
Koslin ARd Gumbinnen. . It hasibeen clearly proyed that cholera
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was introdiiced in 1849 by Austrian troops into Vienna. and in 18468
by English troops from Malta into Gibraltar. and thi<in times of
peace.  The most instractive observations. however. are those made
during the wars of the vear 1364, A few cases of cholera had
oceurred in Austria in the summer of 1563 at Fiume and Trieste,
bLut in 1566, starting from the Bukovina, it spread over the whole
of the Austro-Hungarian monarciy, those provinces suffering most
in which the principal events of the war ised been enacted. Thus,
from the province ot Moravia Hosow cases were reparted: from
Bobemia, 30000 and from Lower Austria, 1o oand it is well
established that the cholera was then introduced into Prussia and
Saxony trom there. The intduence of war was clearly. perceptible
in Bavaria. and in this case tram the fact that Bavaria sutfered most
ot all the South German Sates, while ns the pestilence was especially
virnlent just in the districts ot Middle Franconia. Asehattenberg,
Suabin and Neuenburg, it may be sately affirmed that war was
responsible. most essentially. tfor the severe chiaracter of the plagae
_—‘_'lrlljur,llf,/ and Heoree Guarls (7000,

/
MILITARY REORGANIZATION IN SWITZERLAND

The Forare Midoaire Noses tor Nusust, contains an article trom
the penof Colonel Lecoy v on the proposod changes inorganization
and wlministration of the Swiss army. to be presented for wdoption
or retection on November 30 the Federal authorities ot Switzeriand
Laving called torether the cledtors o vore upon this gquestion on
that date  As the relation=hip of the various Swiss cantons is some-
what ke that of our own sovercion <tates to the Federal Governs
ment. and as the proposed chanees tend to great centralization and
towards an tnerease of the Federal authority. the results o the
voting will be awaited with creat tnterest

Tie article dods pot present a very roseate view of the new
plan. cither trons a military or politieal stardpoint T argues
S You will in vain overburden onr citizen solhiers with incessant
chnnees of Coanstitution, of laws=. of rezulations, of organizations
and reorganizations. vou will never succec b in making them the
rivals ot the Pruwi;m.Hu;uvi. which, farthermore. is not necessary
in order to successtully deterd our country of mountaine and val.
]!'\'.‘ ’

THE CAVALRY SOCIETY OF THE ARMIES OF THE
UNITED STATER
CONSTITUTION,

1. The name of this Association shall be ~THE Cavarry
SOCIETY OF THE ARMIER OoF THE UNITED STaTER

2. Any honorably dischurged officer or soldier. who at any time
has served in the cavalry corps in the said -armies. shall be entitled
to membership in the Society.
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Place of meeting next year, as ifixed by Society Af the J}\rmy of

the Potomac, is Burlington, Vt.; date not named.
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BADGE OF THE SOCIETY
The badge of the Society is a paiv of crossed sabersoaccurately
copied from the regulation cavalry sabercand finely finishod in gold,
upon a boblly worked =sunburst™ ot ~ilver. Tt is attached to the
coat or the ribbon of the Socicty by means ot a brooch-pin at the
back.  Price. .00, Sewd money with order o Major G IRviNeg
Warrenean. treasurer, 200 Broadway, New York.
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS.
The Cavalry Society met in the headguarters rooms of the Third
legiment of the Connecticut National Guards, aml was ealted 1o
order by the president. General JoNaTuas P CinLey.
NOTES oN THE
While the number of cavalrymen in attendance at the reanion
was larver than usual, aod filled the commaodious headquarters
raoms of the Third Connceticat Regiment of National Guards. the
absence of BARTLETT and his bugle was much lamented. The bugle
calls during our service waked us in the morning, direeted and
timed each Jduty of the day, and in melodious tones as clearly enun.
ciated as apnku'n words. - pat out the tight=""in our leltur tents at
night as we pulled oft onr boots as the only unrobing act for the
night.  In ficld, in battle, and in camyp. the bagle inspired and con-
trolled us.
However., our flag

REUNION

was still there. and Captain Boens, our
standard bearer. [t is not gencerudly known by the Cavalry Society
what rich associations cluster round our beautiful silk bunner. as
the special gitt of the great cavalry general. SHERIDAN, and that the
name ot our Society, which has the appearance of a misnomer. was
fixed in its prescnt’t‘orm because SHERIDAN'S lurge heart wanted to
encircle every cavalryman in the United Mtates, especially desiring
that when the Society of the Army of the Potomac met in the
western part of our country the cavalry boys in that scction should
¢ome in as members and participants in our reunion.

The resolutions of the Cavalry Society, presented by General
SAWTELLE at the meeting of the Army of the Potomac, in regard to
a4 monument to the soldiers from the regiments of the regular army
participating in the battle of Gettysburg, received a unanimous
vote at such meeting, and Senator HAWLEY, who sat near General
NAWTELLE, stated that he would give his personal efforts to secure
the passage of an act for the purpose desired. o .

The cavalry reunion lacked some of the minor incidents which
added much to the enjoyment had at Boston in 1893, but the im-
press New London left on our memory was most happy, and the
pictures of the place where ArNoLD stood. appropriate in its sepul-
¢hral relations, and the remains of the old fort on Groton Heights
will enable each visitor to remember the historical war flavor ot the
city, while its memorial library, and the most interesting of any
relic of the past, “the old town mill.” with its rocky stream and
trees as they existed in their primitive form of 1630, will recall its
literary and artistic aroma. — Maine Bugle,
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DIARY OF LIEUTENANT W. SWABEY.

The diary of Lieutenant W. s\\'ABE\', R. H. A. jin the Peninsula,
edited by Colonel F. A. WHINYATES, has been appearing for some
time in the Proceedings of the Royal Artillery Institution, Woolwich.
It furnishes plain reading of every-day soldier life, and impresses
one strangely in comparigon with the grandiloqudnt and egotistical
language of most French writipngs of that perigd. and of which
there has been a goodly surfylt during the Ngpoleonic revival.
There is but little attempt at exjlanfation or discus;ion of campaigns

or theories as to the conduct of ghe war. although

n occasional out.

burst shows that all parts of thdimachine do somg serious thinking

once in awhile about thefr supepiors.

A few-seattered quotations Wil suffice to showsome of the Jiffi.
culties attending service at tlmti_ ime in the Spanish and Portucuese
L

Peninsula:

12th December. We are now put to our wits' end abou
lages being all exhausted.we have tqlook for it in the m
g0 well concealed that it requires mugh labor to tind it, a
ous supply. .

forage, and the vil-
untaing, where it is
#l i~ a very precan-

25th February. Marched to Capinha, part of the roafl being very hilly .
we got in, however, by four o’clock. “Green forage was alf we conld procue..

1}

’
26th February. Marched by a ;:Q}rul route to- Atalave
We halted on the road for about teh minutes by a rve

1 Still green forace.
beld; the men were

ordered to cut forgge, and in that tigje filled sacks enough for 160 horses,

20th Februarg, * Our routd| was to Samadas, t
room for the cavalry and ourselves tihery, we proceeded

it thert not ity
Villa Velha, which

I may call the mostsmiserable place n Portugzal: no doork to our stables,
our billets hardly to be called coverifie, the night rainy, ahd no foraze, croen

or dry, for the horses. There is a hq
here, which, when I was at this plad
anxious to get the horses in, pnd opy
cals lving sick in their beds, eried ml
not time to draw my sword and did
musket and grappled with him till 1
in the horses; he then let me go wit
him next morning, aiter threatenin
captain who had charge, wha promi

xpital for Portugues
before, was ruine:
1e4d the (door, when
to the sentinel to

had explained that 1

ot like to run, so §

{troops in a church
fand empty. T was
411 the cowardly ros-
wivonet me, I bad
canght hold of His
lid not want . pat

his bavonet close th my breast. 111t
to cane him, in cu$tody of the mi.iia
d he should be purgshed.  No doube if

I could have drawn my sword the raq‘ al would have madeotf, but being aloae
and having so manv about me, I didjpot dare to try the experiment.

Tth March. Spent my day at thg troop stables cndegvoring to cure the
sore backs, of which, in this march, we have more than ogr sharg.

Sth March. Went in the morning to see Kir StarLEToy COTTO¥ inspectthe
Fifth Dragoon Guards. The.conditign of their horses farlexceeds anythine |
have seen. It must be obscrved, however, without wishfng to detract from
their merits, that they have been lyibg in idleness at Tharnar all the winter,
whilst we and others have been on slﬂort forage and taking fatiguihg marches.

Their appointments and discipline, however, sufficiently

18th March. Marched at 5 o’clo
took the dragoons at Santa Martha,!

fortunec is not the only cause of their present etfective state.
%‘, in a most trcmen#ious rain, and over-

here only last nig
turned out. The recond day the horges have had no carn

prove that this gocd

bt 300 French were

. 20th March. Rain all day.. Our fhen having above a lpague to go for for-

-age, wheat was cut, no other datable|/for the horses being found. Oceasional

firing heard from Badajos, and variof}s reports in circulatinn.
218t March. To my inexpressiblf joy there arrived fpr our wse this day
seventeen horses, most of which comfte to my division; the number of horses
M 1Y

i
'
L

PROFESSIONAL NOTEN, 240

that have died in it sutficiently proves that it is abeolutely useless to send old
hormes on this or any other service. Rain all day. The service at Badajos
must be exceedingly hard.

4th April. To-day I resolved to give up the idea of being settled even for
a moment; for, whilstour horses were gone a league for forage, at order came
to march to Torre de Almendral, two leagues.  We arrived there in the even-
ing without an atow of forage.

#6th July. This evening at 8 o'clock we went out on picket, which I
understand is to be the svstem pursued; as it is useless at a distance from the
enemy I consider it a harassing order.

15th October. We lost this week one bombardier and three gunners, who
died from a fever brought on by sheer weakness. 1 read the fumeral service
over gome of them, and was surprised to see with what little reverence or
awe the superstitious, ignorant Spanianls witnessed the ceremony, and with
what little decency they behaved,

Campaigning under such circumstances was no doubt attended
with a maximum of discomfort; the dangers trom sickpess, arising
principally from improper food, and alternate billeting and exposure
to the weather, were quite as great as those to be apprebended from
the enemy. The coustant change of masters caused the country
people to fear both English und Freneh In oneinstance. while the
British troops occupied a village, the French made requigition upon
the alcalde tor provisions. stating they would come for the rupplies,
and the demand was actually being complied with by the people
when discovered by the troops occupying the place.

Altogether, the diary is most interesting reading, and is com-
mended for its simple, manly record of a soldier’s daily life.

RULES OF THE FORT LEAVENWORTH POLQO CLUB.

1. The grounds 1o be about 750 feet long by 500 feet wide.
2. The goal posts to be twenty-four feet apart, and light ¢nough
to break it collided with.

3. For match games the height of the ponies must not exceed
tourteen hands one inch.  For practice games, at the discretion of
the club, lurger ponies muay be used.  No ponies showing vice to be
allowed in the game,

4. ln match games the regulation polo balls and mallets to be
used.

5. Match games shall be for four periods of fifteen minutes each
of actual play. with five minutes’ rest between periods, and three
minutes’ rest after each goal is made,

6. Each team to choose an umpire, and if necessary. the two
umpires to appoint a referee. whose decisions shall be final.

7. In all match games the number of players contending to be
limited to four on a side.

8. In match games the game. in case of a tie, must be played
on until one side obtains a goal.

9. The side that makes the most goals wins the game.

10, If the ball is hit above the top of the goal posts. but in the
opinion of the umpire throagh, it shall be considered a goal.
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Each team shall bave a shbstilutc in readingss to play when

a match is ou.

12. There shall be a enptain
direction of positions and plays of his men.

13. No person; players, umpires and referce
under any circbmstances, be allo
progress of the game. ,

14. It is forbidden to touch
with the hand or mallet during
mounted.

15. A player- shall not put h

stick over hix ad

or cach team, whe shall have the

excepted, shall,

ved upon the ground duving the

adversary, his pgoy or his mallet
ay, or to strike llwc ball when dis-

versary’s pony.

either in front or behind.  In ridjng off or hustling a player shall

not strike with his arm or elbow.

16. A player may hustle or n
his pony before his antagonist, so
the ball; but. be may not ¢ross
ball, excopting at such a distance

17" If two players are riding from ditferent
the ball, and a collision appears probable, then the |

sion of the ball (1. e, he who lastikit the ball, or w)
the direction from which the ball fas last hit) must

de out an antagor
s to prevent the
other player iu
8 to avoid all rid

ist, or interpose
latter reaching
pssesston of the
k ot a'collision
rections to hit
layer in posses
pO ix coming in
be wivan way to.

18. Foul riding is careless dhd dangerous horkemanship. and

lack of consideration for the safefy of others.

19. 1In case of a tou] (viz: infringement of Rul
and 18), the umpire shall stop the¢ game, and the ~ic
fouled may alaim either of the fullowing penalties:.

bs 14, 15, 16, 17

¢ that has been

(a) That the umpire ‘award fihe side fouled a hdlt woul.

(b) A free hit for the side foiled, from where th
the foul took place, none of the o
of the ball. .

(¢) ~ That the side which cau
hit it off from behind their own g

20. Whenever a player, eit
knocks the ball behind ‘the Jine at
by his side is situated, it bball bl
shall score one-fourth of one goal )
the ball is caromed out, or kicked,
as above. ;

21. The game to begin whcv{
contestants, who shall 'be jn line
of the field, unless it is agreed be
charge is to be from a line thir

J d the foul take th
al line. :

decmed a safety
gainst such playe
out by a pony, it

een the captains
y feet in front of

e ball was when

osing side to be within ten yards

b ball back. and

r accidentally orL intentionally.
he end at which th

goal defended
kknock.out. and
's side. When
shall not score

the ball is throwh between the
facing each other in the middle

to charge : the
the goal posts.

When the signal to charge bas bdpn given by the neferee, the first
and sccond players must keep tojthe left of the bgll until it has
: |

been hit,

[N
22. In case of an accident to a’|playcr or a pony,
reasonable cause, the roferge may|stop the game, a

br tor any other

lost shall not be counted. When the game is resumefd, the ball shall

-

hd the time so
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be throswn between the plavers. who shall be lined up at the point
at which the ball stopped : but it the game is :ilopped on account of
a foul. the ball is to be thrown in at the piace at which the foul oc-
curred,

23, When the limit of time bas expired. the gnme must continue
until the ball goes out of bounds, or a goal ix made. and such over-
time shall not be counted. :

24 When the ball goes out of bounds at the sides, it must be
thrown in from the place at which it went out by the referee, between
the twa sides, which shall be drawn up in line facing each otper.
When the ball goes ont ends, the side defending that goal is en-
titled to a knock-out trom the point at which it crossed the line.
When the player having the kuock-out causes unnecossary delay,
the umpire may throw a ball on thé ficld and eall play. No opponent
shall come within filty feet of a player having the knock-out until
the ball has becu hit.

25.  Ends sball be changed atter every goal, or it no goal has
attuined, after balf time.  The ball must go over or clear of the
line to be out. orto score a goal. [t the ball is damaged, the umpire
must stop the game, and throw i a new ball at the place where it
was broken, aud at vight angles to the length of the ground.

26, Should a plaver's stick be broken. he must ride to the place
where sticks are kept.and take one. On noaccount i~ n stick to be
brought to bim.

27, In the event of u stick being dropped. the player must pick
it up himself

LIEUTENANT N, L. Paterson, Roval Dublin Fusiliers, recently
met with a fatal accident while playing polo at Quetta.  His pony
tell and rolled on him as the result ot a collision with another pony.
and the yvoung officer received such serious injuries as to cause his
death soon atter being removed to the hospital,

APROPO3 of the intense love that cavalry horses havé for music.
a correspondent writes that when the Sixth Dragoons recently
changed their quarters trom Manchester to Edinburgh, a detachment
was billeted for the night at Thirsk. where a mare belonging to one
of the troopers was taken so ill as to be unable to prqeeed on the
journey the following morning. Two days later, another detach-
ment of the same regiment, accompanied by the band, areived. The
sick mare was in a loose box, but hiearing the martial strains, kicked
a hole through the side of her box. and makiug her way through
the shop of a tradesman, took her place in the troop bafore she was
secured and brought back to the stable.  But the exdtement had
proved too great, and the subsequent exhaustion proved fatal.—Ad-
miralty and Horse Guards Gazette.

LievTENANT-GENERAL KEITH FRASER, C. M. G, Inspector-General
of the British Cavalry. died July 31st.
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RipERs oF MANY Lanps.” By Licutenant Theodore {Aymul‘L Dodge.
New.York. Harper & Bros. )

Somewhere the author expresues a fear that his{title Bas been
given amiss,—that it should have been/"Yarnn ofa Glq be-Tr¢ttcr.und
Incidentally Horse Flesh.” Such a summing up helps us go get an
idea of the plan of ‘the boak, although it is not entifely jurt. Col-
onel Dodge adopts the novel plan of visiting nearlyj every| country
in the world for facts, and whenever he sees the rid4r of ahything.
from a bike to a bullock, he gives his impressiong in a Fery on-
tertaining way. And then, for fear that you may tire, he adds
many bright excursions into -other tields,—from aflegr dinner
speeches of Boucicault, to the dancing of Geinha girls pnd thp virtues
of old maida. In this way much space is taken fip by matters
somewhat foreigni to the subject of the book, but the reader never
regrets it, becauseiit adds a good hearty seasoning taf the whole.

This book will surprise a few of those who haye a mania for
foreign ideas. As an instance, it gives the judgmend of a perfectly
competent critic as to the relative value of ourown gnd other typesx
of cavalry. His concluasion is, that although we may not be so per-
fect in drill and in the maneuvering of masses ns som¢ others, we arc
uway and ahead of them all in distange riding and ip the ability to
do heavy work without losing our horses. As this last elgment of
education.is the “ daily bread " of e¢avalry, and as thq cavalry battle
is the ‘'most uncommon ipcident of modern war, we|may ¢onclude
that the traditions of our short sixty years of Anericgn cavhlry his.
tory are well worth preserving. Colonel Dodge has gathergd a fow.
a very few of the performances of our troopers in Horder [wartare.
Such as they are, and they do not seem to be the mpst nofable ex-
amples, they easily stand ahead of similar cfforts injother pervices.
Let us rake up more of the reports of scouts and rajds in pur own
country, and we will findi{them full of the very best Kind of [work.

Upon an_English style of riding the author has some wise
reflections. It is true that John Bull has an easy enjinencq in polo
playing, in tent-pegging, in fox hunting and in r4cing, and this
probably explains the fuct that he has fastened somelof his|cavalry
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notions on most of the armies of the world.  Many people lose
sight of the fact that the riding of polo players. jockeys or fox
hunters is not prood form for cavalry, nor tor any man who rides
for pleasure, or with the puarpose ot covering a long distance on a
single mount.  Thus the cow-hoy may be good at rough riding, but
he is strictly a poor horseman. and consequently may not be a
model for cavalry.

It will surprise some people to be wold that an Eoglishman doex
not know a saddle horse.  This animal is an American production.
He is the most perfeet creature born without a soul. and thrives
where men are brave and women are divine. This animal is the
product ot the bad roads, the fine stock, and the sport-loving pro-
pensities of the land where he lives. The Soutbhern gentleman
rider. on an easy-gaited horse, with a rather long stirrup, 1s the best
picture of man and horse combined that can be found in any land.
As a model for cavalry, or for those who ride for pleasure, his style
is best suited and more casily adopted than any other.

The English standard. which excludes the rack from the =<addle
waits. and calls it *artificial,” is shown to be wrong. The rack,
amble and running walk are natural to threefourths of all animals
used for saddle purposes in the world, but only in our Southern
States are these gaits studied, improved and bred from. Further
more, no race of natural riders on earth rides at the trot, but where-
ever case, handiness and ability are asked. these so-called artificial
gaits are used.  Not that we would exclude the trot—but read the
book.

Further notice would perhaps trespass too much on ground
which the author rhould reserve to himself. The wheole book is
bright and instructive. E. N

PROCEEDINGS OF TAE BUFORD MEMORIAL ASsoCIATION,

This pamphlet contains the oration and several brief sketches in
the shape of personal recollections of thut most distinguished sol-
dier, Major-General John Buford.  Through the kindness of General
Wilson, the Cavalry Association was furnished with a copy of the
oration, and it appears in thisx issue of the JorryarL. A portrait of
General Buford appeared in the first volume of the CavarLry Jovr-
NAL, with an article from the pen of the distinguished President of
the Association, Major-General Wesley Merritt.

The pamphlet is very handsomely printed and contains four ex-
cellent illustrations. It reflects great credit upon the taste of Gen-
cral Rodenbough, the Secretary, upon whom the preparation of the
pamphlet devolved.

No young officer can read this little book without a feeling of
patriotic pride. The history of Buford's cavalry at Gettysburg
furnishes one of the most thorough proofs that it is to the Civil
War young cavalrymen must look for models, and not to the grand
maneuvers of Europe, where the shock of charging divisions will
ever be of the first consideration in cavalry training. W.H.C.

~
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“THE LOVE-LETTERs oF A PorRTravEsE NUN." Cjssell Publishing

Company. New York. .

This little book contains five letters written by
guese nun to a French officer helonging to the t

a young Portu-
oops which had

been sent by Louis XIV to aid {in the war against Spain in 166x,

after his return to Paris. This fieems a long time,

1o, bat the let

ters have been preserved and have appeared in gjany alitions in

France, where they have been pegarded as almost
incident related in the Swabey diary, relating to an

unrivaled.  An
ocenreence over

a bhundred years later in the Pgninsula War, of spmewhat similar

Peninsula went in welcoming their foreign allies:
dispelled illusions, broken enchamtmentyand bitter

1 N

character, shows to what exn-cmts the warm-heartq

HoRSEs, SADDLES AND BrIDLEs.

d maidens of the
It is a tale of
reality.

|
The following notice of Ca\Mnin Carter's “Honses, Sanldles anid

Bridles " appeared recently in th
Institution ( British):

This work, though primarily ad
vice, contains much which will be

Journal ot the ing

al United Serveive

sted to the needs of fhe American ser.

avalry otficers, for

within a comparatively small number|pf pages the author hks brought together

all the essential facts conmected with saddlery and bitti
world — facts which otherwise are ofly to be n{)tainwl by
and comparison in many djfferent laguages and works.
The cavalry of the United States jmay be numerically 3
be no question as to the very high dggree of excellence t
having due regard to the rpecial condlitions of their eniplg
our own cavalry are frequently at wiprk under very simi
study of the means by which their etfifiency is obtained can|
recommended. At the same time thd! book requires to be
_Jor as the Americans are essentially alipractical race, less a
" them to the breaking and schooling of young horses than
glries where absolute precigion in mafjeuver and cohesion
the chief reason for their existence. |
In the chapter on the delection of'remounts, the follow
mon-sense remark should be noticeds “Some horses app
without vice or fanlt, will still be far/from desirable caval
animal passed into the ranks will cauge more discontent tl
Under the heading, “Age of Hors X,
The oldest horse of which the autt
Moeby,” who went through the whol
of thirty-five. A Mexican army mul
back over forty years. ‘

some interesting
r had personal kn
Civil War,and is st

hg throughont the
wrolonged rescarch

‘eak, but there can
hey have attained,
vment; and since
ar ones, a careful
n: be to stronuly
read with cauation,
tentionis paid by
s advisable in cav-
n the charge form

ing excellent com-
hrently gound anid
Fy horsas; a rough
an he is worth.”

facts are recorded,
wiledge is  Belle
Il living at the age

. which died in 186§, could be truced

The chapter on the “ Endurance! of Horses" is of edeeptionnl interest,

giving many details of the waste of ho

' '8 during the Civil
taken to remount the army during i

continuance ; the ¢

War, awl the steps
rganization of the

“Cavalry Bureau,”
daily waste of horses throyghout the

on which this dut§f fell, should be carefully studied. The

approximately .5 per cent.{ this is heflvy. but compares viry favarably with

many European experiences, notabl
march to Moscow. :
Seats, saddles and bits are all trea
edge. Though the author’s remarks
least, is not embodied in our own re

year 1863-4 was 51'1. i.e, the rate wu~

with the French Gland Army in the

»d with clearness anfl practival knowl-
intain nothing whith in principle, at
lations, his views ate sunet{

in such a

-manner that the reason “why" is in'all cases made sutlicfently clear. Thisx
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i~ a point in which *regulations” necessarily fail, and hence in the absence
of properly qualificd teachers, Lad habits are apt to arise, which appear to he
in accordance with the letter of the regulation, but are in reality entirely
apposed to jts spirit. To detect these mistakes and correct a long-established
practice is often the most ditficult task for o voung officer thrown on his own
resources; and a more valuable guide to enable him to train his judement to
act on his own responsibility in these circnmstances, it would be very ditlicult

to discover.
[ 3

Tue UNITED NERVICE

Julv 18050 10 A Plea tor Bimetallism. by Licutenant MceBlain,
2. A Nicilian Brigand. by T H. Farnham 3. Commodore Conner,
by B. 5 P Conner. 4. Chronicles of Carter Barracks, by Colonel
H. W Closson. 5. Anotlier Forgotten General, by Edward Shippen,
U5 N August, 18930 100 Reminiscence. by Captain H. R
Brinkerhoff, 20 International Law in the War Between Japun and
China, by T E Holtand. 3 Colonel Grabam's Reconnaissance. by
D. G Adee. 40 Recollections of Reconstruction, by Captain Chester,
5. The Boson's Song. by Casper Schencks U830 No 0 Public
Schools and Army Competitive Examinations, by Henry Koollys
September, 1505 0 10 The Army ot the Khedive and the Present
Military Situation in Eovpt, by O G Villaed, 20 Morad Tactios, by
W. E. Moutagae. 3. The Napolvonic Revival, by Wilder Grabam.
t A Literavy Venture, by T Farnbham. 5. The Demonetization
ot Rilver, b}' Lie itemut Gampliell. 6. In the United Stutes .\':l\'.\'
Fitty Years Azo, by DGl Adee

JOURNAL oF THE UNITED SERVICE INSTITUTION oF INpra. June, 1895,

1. A Military Muscum tor Simla, by Captain A, Walty. Twenty-
seventh Punjab Intantry 20 Malava as a_ Possthle ‘Recruiting
Ground tor the Indian Army. by Colonel MU T=King-Harmon. 3.
Visual Signaling. by Licutenant F. H. Pigon, First Infuntry. Hy-
derabad Contingent. 4. Notes on Tacties and Orgamization of
Artittery Masses, by Mujor E N Hefiriquez, Royal Artillery 5,
Rajputs — A Brict Account ob their Origin, Religious Customs and
History, with Notes Regarding their- Fitoess tor Modern Militavy
Service. by Licatenant A Bingley, Adjutant VIT B L 6. Swords-
manship. by Licutenants E Stenson Cooke and FH Whitton, Lon-
don Rifde Brigunde. 6. Sword and Pistol, by Colonel M J0 King-
Harmon. 7. A Briet Desceription of Madagascar. by Captain F. €
Colomb, Forty second Gurkha Rifes.  ~ An Attack Scheme, by
Major A W, T. Radelife, Fourteenth Sikhs. % The Peace Eaub.
lisbmient of the German Army, by Licutenant R Gl Burton, First
Iutantery. Hyderabad Contingent,

JOURNAL oF THE MILITARY SERVICE INSTITUTION,

July. 1595 1. Discipline ( tirst honoruble mention), by Licuten-
ant Steele. 2. Ap Antiquated Artillery Organization, by Captain
Waener. 3. Mardal Law and Social Oreder, by Captain Chester,
4. Recruiting and Training of the Company. by Lieutenant Miller.

e S — o —————rettr
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5. Our Artillery in the Mexicah War, by Licute [ nt Van Deusen
6. A Technical Criticism, by Lieatenant Brooks. $September, 15803
1. The Army and the Civil Powgr, by Licutenant Wallaco. 2. The
Story of u Rescue, by Colonel Carpenter. 3. Sca Cpast Artillery, by
Captain Reilly. 4. Fortifications and Field Operapions, by Colonel
Egbert. 5. Our Present Artilledy Armament, by Licutenunt Berk.
himer. 6. The Man Behind thé Gun, by Captain Walker. 7. The
Bicycle as a Military Machine, by Licutenant Hill. | 8. Martial Law
in Ceylon, by Licutenant Carbgugh. 9. Recruitipg and Training

of the Company, by Licutenant t{illcr.

JourNAL oF THE RovaL AnnLLé}n‘ INSTI1UTION.
July, 1895: 1. Abstract of 1he Proceedings of!the Piﬂ)‘w‘ighlh
Annual General Mecting of the Royal Artillery Institution. The
Training Together in Peace Time the Garrison Artijlery Forces, etc,
by Captain B.G. Incalls,R.A. (coimmended essay, 1393).  3; Same h)
Lieutenant-Colonel O. W. White, R. A. (commum od esmay. 1393
August, 1895: 1. Instruments for Looking Thropgh Thick Walls
With Small Apertures, by Captain A. H. Russell, Qrdpance Depart-
ment U. S. Army. 2. An Account of the Relief of Chitral Fort trom

e e

" Gilgit and the Slege of Chitral, by Lieutenant C. . Stewnrt, R. A

3. Dl.u‘y of qutumnt W. Swabey, R. H. A, in thchenlnsul.n {con.

tinued). . :

TaEe PENNsYLVANIA MaaazINE ofF HisTory AND EJIO(-B&PHY.

1. Jobn Betchtel: His Contributions to Literature, ete.j by John
W. Jordan. 2. Journal Kept On Board the Unitegd Stater Frigate
“Couastitution,” 1812, by Amos A. Evans, Surgeon U. S. Navy. by
A.W. Evans. 3. Washmgton After the Revolutioi. 17841799, b\
William S Boker. 4. Extracts From the Journal of Licutenant

.John Bell Tilden, Second Pennsylvania Line, 1781-1782, by John

Bell Tilden Pholps 5. Defenpes of Ph||nde\plna in 1777. by
\\orthmgton Chauncey Ford. 6. A Register of i Baptisins, Mar-
rmwes and. Deaths, 1772-1822,: by Rev. William' Rogers, D. D.

John Roberts, of Menon. 8. Recollections of I’hlladelphu Near
%uvent) Years Ago, by Ben_]aml Rite.

JourNaL oF THE UNITED STATES ARTILLERY. July,{1895.

1. Experiments with & New Polarizing Photo-Ghronograph. by
A. C. Chrehore and Gearge O. Squire, First Lieutgnant Uhird Ar-
tillery. The Development of a Naval Militia,jby Commander
Jacob W. ﬂlller 3. Extracts from the Journal of Sdcond Lieutenant
John Wilkinson, Sixth Artillery. 4. A Proposed Médification of the
Field Gun Slght by Lieutenant Elwood E. Gayle, Second Artillery.
5. Coast Artillery Fire Instruction, by Lieutenant Jphn A. Lundech.
Fourth Artillery. 6. Light Artlller) Target Practuﬁa by Lieutenant
Ernest Hinds, Fourth Artillery. 7. German Foot Artillery with
Horsed Guns (translation), by Licutenant T. Bentlpy Mott.

BOOK NOTICEN AND EXCIHANGEN, 25

PRocEEDINGS 0F THE UNITED STares Navar Ivsrirrte. Whole No T4

1. Prize Essayv, 18050 Tactical Preolicus in Navad Waretare, by
Licutenant-Chrnmander Richarl Wainweizht, U Sy 2. Water
Motors as Mrioe Dyvaamo Deivers, by Licaienant Fo Hoedler,
US04 30 Tae Growtn of 7085 N val Calets, by Henry G Bever.
MUDL Sarzeon UU S0 AL b The Traiaing Serviee, by .l,iuulm;un\
Georege R Clark, U, 2000 5 The Pradiem ot Tarpeda ‘[)iavll;u‘:u. by
Licatenant Albert Gleaves, U500 6. Honorable Mention, 1593 -
A Sammary of the Sitaation ao L Oatlosk G Earope, by Richmond
Pearvson Hobaon, Assistant Naval Constractor, UL S0 A

Tue MaiNe Brare, Jualy, 105

L. An Episode of the Wilson Bai i, by Licutenant Coburn, Firat
Maine 1":A\':l|l‘_\"~, 200 Toereible Nicut o toe Prcicet Line, by Ser-

geant Kllis. Segond U0 X0 Cavaley. 30 A Suilor's Serviee, by F.E.
Aviward. 4 An Incident of hantelerate Service in Front of
» oo - .. . . N

Petershurg, by G, S H. anard, 30 Foth New York Cavaley an

Fairfax, h\‘ Captain F. =0 Div Kinson. 6.4 Maine Poet. by W. H
Jones, 7. With Sherila anin Lee's Last Campaizn, by Colongl F. C
Newhall. <0 The Cavaley Socicty of the Armies of the United
Ntates.

Docesvestary History Revarisg o tie History oF Jowa. Nos
1 ahd 2. 1893,

Acquisition of Logisiana by the United States
Authorized to Tuke Possession of Lounisiana.  Proclamation and
Adbdress of Governor Claiborne,  Loaisiana Divided Into Two Ter-
ritories.  The Territory of Louisiana. The Territory of Missouri
The Common Law Adopted as a Rule of Decision, "The Missouri
Compromise. . -

THE AvTUMN MANEUVERs oF 1804 Avstria.HeNcary. FRANCE asp
GERMANY. No. i Publications of Military Information
Division, War Department.

Tue Iowa Hutoricar Recorp.  Julv. 1595,

The Sioux Indian War.
County.

National Sonre<s. Toe Indians of Tama

STANDING ORDERS FIRST CoRPs oF CaADETs, MARSACHUSETTS VOLUN-
TEER MiniTia. 1895,

Revre ot CeERcLE MILITAIRE.

Revre MILITAIRE SUISSE.
Tue RipER AND DRIVER.

MiLiTAER WOCHENBLATT.

The President=~—
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GENERAL HENRY LEAVENWORTIL

BY Maror GEORGE R DAVIS, Uls) ArMmy.

IT is a striking evidence of the rapid march of events —rather
than years—in the United States, that an officer of the army,
who died but little more than sixty years ago, after a carcer of un-
usual achievement, should have been so absolutely forgotten that
the mention of his name calls to mind a mifl\itau:y post. ftself so long
established as to have a history and traditions of its owin, but gives
no suggestion of the lite history of the distinguished so¢ldier whose
name it bears. Not only is this the fact, but I bave been unable to
find, after considerable inguiry, that there is a singld officer now
living who knew General LEAVENWORTH, or who even remembers
him as an officer of prominence in the army at the time of his entry
into the military service. ;
Uncivilized races, more tenacious than ourselves of ;the memory

of their great men, hand down from generation to gemeration the
names and deeds of those whose endeavors in behalf oftheir fellows
have been deemed worthy of remembrance. I shall/be my pur-
pose, theretere, within the narrow limits of this. paper,|to attempt a
similar service in behalf of an officer who, in his day| contributed
not a little to fix the character and determine the traditions of the
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army, and whose carcer is well worth a more extengive and elaborate

study. l i

4

General HENRY LE;\VI]-:N“:ORT#! was born in Cdnnecticut in 1753
~——the year of the treaty of Parif. While still a kad he removed to
Vermont and, before Lhe tate off the disputed tdrvitory had been

settled, again moved

o Delawgre county, New| York, where he

grew to manhood, and acquired fuch education a§ was possible in a

new and unsettled country just gmerging from a
ing war, and as yet unprovided |With the most ¢
tions of learning. But little is
boyhood und youth.
some indication, not only of the bént of his mind, b
ness and steadfastness of purposejiand of « desire ft
which could bave been sntisﬁediin no other way
undeveloped country in which h;s youth and ear
passed. |

L
Immediately after being callefl to the bar he ff

nership with his preceptor, Gefleral Roor, and

ong and jexhaust-
ementary institu-

‘inown of the cirfumstances of his
His choicq of the Jaw asx 3 profession gives

it of his thorough-
rsolid attainment
,in the new and
Iy manhoond were
prmed a law part-
entered apon the

general practice of his professimj at Delhi, in Delgware county. .\t

thie outbreak ot the second war with*England. he
up what was regarded, at the tir
practice, but had acquired such gonsideration in
to be selected to command the cdmpany ot intant
for the war in Delaware county,i n the winter of

Captain LEAVENWORTH'S co
Regiment of Infuntry and attacled to the brigad
General WINFIELD Scort. He topk an active par

of 1813 in northern New York. gnd was promot

e, as an extens)

pany was assig

had not anly built
ve and successtul
he community ax
'y that was raised
1512 and 1513,

ed to the Ninth
e commanded by
in the campuign
d to the grade of

major in time to participate. as
vasion of Canada from the Niag
the battles of Chippewa and Lundpy’'s Lane, and gr
bimself on both occasions—so glieatly, indeed, a
the brevets of lieutenant-colondl and colonel
galluntry and good conduct as a [fegimental com
At the close of the war Coldhel LEAVENWOR
of ubsence and served for a ti as a member |
of New York. At the first redugtion of the arm
to the Second Infantry as a majoriand stationed at
In 1818 he was promoted lieutefant-colonel of t
which he joined at Detroit and cofjducted to the-F
where he established a military fpst at the site o
Snelling. On the reduction of*1
|

L

regimental com
ra frontier.

ander, in the in-
e was engaged in
atly distinguished
to have received
n the army for
ander.

H obtained, leave
f the Legislature
he was. assigned
Sackett’s Harbor.
e Fifth Infantry.
Is of St. Anthony.
the present Fort
rred to the Sixth

¥
]
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[utintry —under the circumstances almost the equivalent of o pro-
motion —and assigned to the command ot the troops stationed at the
Couucil Bluifs, on the St. Peter’s River, in lowa.
during the summer of 1523 he conducted an expedition against a
band of hostile Arickaree Indians, who, in an engagement lasting

From this point

trom August 9ts to 13th, were so severely handled as to be willing
to make an enduring treaty of peace.  For these services Colonel
LEAVENWORTH was specially mentioned by General (GaiNes in his
veport as the commander of the Western Departiment; his action
was also commended by Sceretary Catuors, and by President
MONROE in hix annual message.

We now approach a period in his career which makes the selee-
tion of Fort Leavenworth as a home tor the Intantry and Cavalry
School one of peculiar fitness and signiticance.  On Marvch 4, 1824,
the Commamding General of the Western Department, in conjunction
with General ATRKIN=ON, wax dirccted to select a point on the west
bank of the Mississippi River within twenty miles of its confluence
with the Missouri. which. in their judgment, was best suited for the
establishment of an intantry school of instruction.  The place se-
lected was the site ot the present Jetferson” Barvucks, aud here Col-
onel LEAVENWoRTH, who, in 18323, had been promoted to the coloneicy
of the Third Infuntey, set up the tirst American school for practice
for intantry.  Colonel LEAVENWORTH. who.on his promotion in 1824,
had joined his new command at Green Bay, in Wisconsin, conducted
a detachment ot his regiment to St. Louis and addressed himselt 1o
the task of building a post and a school at the same time. The
rxchool was not destined to be long lived. and when it died, partly
trom inanition and partly trom want of otficial encouragement and
support, it wus not destined to have a successor for more than fifty
years. It will be profituble to panse tor a moment over this carly
experiment in military education.

From an examination of such meager veterences to the establish-
ment as can be tound in the letter and order books ot the period. it
is apparent that the school was neither begun nor maiutained upon
‘a scale of wastetul extravagance,  Atler some correspondence with
the Department, Colonel LeaveENworty was informed. under date
‘of April 21, 1327, that each company of his regiment was to be
provided with a copy of ~ L'Allemand’s Artillery.” [t is probable
that the companies stationed at the school were also supplied with
copies of “Scott’s Tacties™ and the General Regulations of the Army.
anid that some sort ot instruction in drill and regulations was car-
ried on, but,not for long. as the letter announcing the shipment of
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- the text books in Artillery bears datg{ April 21st, nearfly a mounth sub-
sequent 10 the date of the order trangferring Lhe garrison of Jafferson
Barracks to the Upper Missouri. ANd so passed. aft
us to have deprived the undertaki
making character, the first attemp
pructical instruction of officers, notipuly in the Uniked Ntates, but,
in all probability, upon the Western|Coutinent as well.

The orders of the day for Myrch
LEavENWORTH, with four companie
Missouri River and, upon reachin
thie mouth of the Little Platte, t
range of twenty miles below its
was best calculated for the site of

e alite so short
g of anythingllike an c¢poch-

to set on toot ¢ school for the

T, 1827, divected Colonel
of his regimeng, to ascénd the
a point on itsjlett bank. near
seleet such a foint within
onfluence ax. i3 his julgment
permanent captonment. The
geography of the department was lpss good than dhe judg*nem of
Colonel LEavENWoRTH for, atter a
Department, under date of May &tl
on the right bank ot the river, and
a cantonment’ there in accordanc The Litte
Platte enters the Miszouri from a nglrrow valiey abofit ten miles east
of Fort Leavenworth. Its neighbgrhiood presents| no speeial ad-
vantages as the site of a military pdst, and containy but twe towns
ot considerable size. one, Weston, tpted asja centep of proslavery
operations during the Free Soil disturbanees in Kansas betwecn
1855 and 1860 ; the other. Platte City, became famgus as u vantage
ground for the operations of Juyhgwkers Huring the period of the
Civil War. Indeed, the east bank of tHe Misxaduri was wisely
abuundoned at an early stage of thf search, as it ¥ax tound to be
subject to overflow, and otherwise ldgs-eligible than fhe commanding
situation on the right bank of the r{ker. where Cantbnment Leaven-
worth was finally established. This was in Aprilf 15827, and the
post with which the army has bden more closely] identitied than
any other stands upon the site cljpsen for it by its distinguished
founder nearly seventy years ago.*
On the:19th of September, 1827 ]Ithe commanding general of the
Western Department was informed that the site sclgcted by Colonel
LEAVENWORTH for a permanent cagtonment on the|“right ™ instead
ot the «left” Lank ot the Missourilwas dceﬁned to be judicious. and
was therefpre approved. | The postlwas definitely designatent + Can-
tonment Leavcnworth,"fiu accordapce witl}i orderd from the Adju-

casonable sear¢h he wiote the
that he had made the location
1md commencedf the erection of
with his ordefs,

» The pos} returns do not show what troops
bLut at this detp {ts garrison consisted of Compan
uuder the comymand of Captaia W, G, BELKNAP,
retary of War. -

ad mcupit-d the posy prior 1o Awust, 1827

es*B" 1L E” and H.” Third Tufantry,

same reg{ment, the ffather of & receut sve-
1

-
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tant-tieneral’s Office, dated November %, 1827, At fiest the p‘ust
was found very unbealthy, a large number of the command being
prnslmted by malarial fevers. which, in many cases. were fatal. .

A livtle less than two years later. on May 26, 1820, the garrison
of Cantonment Leavenworth was withdrawn to Jefferson Barracks,
and it is not easy to fix, with precision, the date of it l:ellll'll. It
was again ‘established at some time prior to Au.gust of the sm\\‘o
vear, as a return bearing date August 12, 1829, gives the composi-
iinn and strength of the garrison, which cousisted, at that .«lau-. of
detachments from Companies 2 A B R oRT :lnd 1.7 of the
Sixth Infantry, numbering fifty-six men. under the }wm!mlnd of
Captain Zauyoy C. Panmer. of same regiment.  The Secretavy
having directed that all cantonments should be called forts. the des-
ignation ot the post was changed to Fort Lo:\\'cnwm"th‘by Ordcr‘s
No. 11, of the Adjutant-General's Office. beaving dat¢ February X,
1R % .

In February, 1834, Colonel LEAVEXWORTH was :\srngmﬂ to the
commaund of the Southwestern trontier, and in that :Xcup:\mty g:un-
ducted a campaign against the Pawnee Indians.  These ~opm-zmons
were carried on with such skill and address th'f\l ong 'ut the most
formidable tribes in the Southwest was not only su\ung:ne(}_ .hut
induced to enter into permanent treaty regulation with the United
States. without a single hostile collision.  On July 29} 1§ZH. Colonel
LEAVENWORTH was brevetted a brigadier general. buving on that
day completed ten years of faithful service in the _ef»p-u.nlc of 'ln'u\'ot
colouel in the army.  On July 21st four days hefore lns‘ well
deserved promotion, aud while stiil engaged in the ]n'(»ct'ull.(')n of
operations aguinst the Southwestern Indi:l.ns, General ]AEIA\'FN\\ ORTH
died. after a brief iliness, at the Cross Timbers, near 1\nt momh. of
the False Washita River.in the Indian Territory.  His |-em:runs
were interred at Delhi, N. Y. in May of the f'ollmvin;:. year. The
resolutions pusséd by the officers of his regiment. which. in gl:cut
part, constituted the expedition which the General was conducting
at the instant of his untimely death. evinee profound KOVTOW. and
convey a deep sense of personal Joss ut the passing of an officer \\'l‘m

vas t':.u' more to them than a mere regimental commander. It will
serve to mark the interval of time which has p:xssed‘\u say ﬂl:\( one
of the junior signers of the resolutions, Licutenant (.T‘EE({RGE W RIGHT,
was lost at sea thirty years later. he being then the senior colonel in

Te a_;n indebted for a mumber of important facts in relation to the establishment of
Fort Leavenworth and its early history to the thoughtful and painstaking eudetn'nrs f)( ..\Iaj‘-.r
GF()R(:E‘ W. Davis. Eleventh Infantry, now the President of the War Racords Commission in
Washingtoun.
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the army, and en route to assuméj command of t
the Columbia, the territorial limiits of which it
impossible to detine, so little was|lknown of that
of General LEAVENWORTH'S death {in 1334.

The general esteem in which
by the following extract from a sh
which appeared in the Military d
States for October, 1834: |

 General LEAVENWORTH'S repu

rt notice of hiy
vl Naval .‘[(1{]:

atign belonys t

" LEAVENWORTH.

¢ Department of
would have been
region at the date

e was held in ghe army is shown

life and services,
zine of the United

the country. and

he has left her a rich legacy. Hevas not m mere poldier.  Viewing
the various questions which came jbefore him in their true clements

and just relations, he was no less ¢lear in’ judgmd

|

nt than coergcetic

ih action. He never shrank from:|a responsibility which his ~situa-

tion devolved upon him, but, with the delicacy an
task, seemed to rise the irrepressible energies d
escaped, too, the great danger of men aceustome

I dificulty ot the
f his spivit.  He
b alwayes 1o con-

mand, and knew how to care for the rights and feclings ot others.

To no better hands could have YHeen confided th

e sometimes con -

flicting interests of a regiment, fot he entered infto the feelings ot

all and, a thorough soldier himaglf, knetv how

reconcile all. e always commanded his regimg
composed it learned to appreciate,in the opder an
prevailed, an efficient head.”

General LEAVENWORTH seems 1
ence upon the development of the
in the army of the United Statesilduring its torn
tween the reduction of 1821 and the occupation of
Lower Missouri, which was comp
tirst, a8 he was certainly one of th¢ most active o
tho small number of regimental cgmmanders upo
the daty of adapting European ni thods of drill,
ministration to the peculiar needs ¢f our own milits
well this task was performed was feen, a little mo
later,:in the splendid behavior of ghe regular reg
with Mexico. He was a man of hfoad and varie
alive to the needs of the.time, and fully inxpressa
the importance of the part whichi/the army was
velopment of the great empire bayond the Missi
but recently been acquired, and the very bounds
say n¢thing of its vast resources 41 d possibilities
tically unknown. That the settlement of the val

have exercisec
standards of dy

to interpose and
nt, and they who
I harmony which

a profoand intlu-
ty and discipline
ative period. be-
the valley of the

ted in 1845, He was ane of the

nd intelligent of
1 whom devolved
liscipline and ad-
ry service. "How
te than ten years
ments i the war
i culture, keenly
1 with g sense of
Lo play {n the de-
sippi, which hud
ries of which. to
were then prac-
eys of the upper

coursds of the Mississippi and Misspuri Rivers, colnprising the States

of Migsouri, Kansas, Iowa, Minnesolla, Nebraska and
was eflected peacefully and withouf] serious friction

the twa Dakotas
, is due largely to
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his fovesight in preventing hostile collixion, and to his tare tact amd
skill in dealing with the tribes whose terrvitories wete being c.n-
craached up()n‘l»y the advancing settlements, .\nd‘it was \\'!nlc
cnga«_{ed upon the execution of a similar scheme of paulhc;‘\llnn.
\\'llhl-rcforcncc to the tribes occupying the plain region of the Trans-
Missouri —a duty ot the highest importance, which had bgen entrusted
to him as the one best fitted. by character and cupucit“, tor its ade-
gnate performance —that death put a tesm to his usgful and pro-

ductive lahors, . ;
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“KIIILE it is not at all probaple that the Uni

. again be called upon to [fight for its exi
as stupendous as that which slj ok our conting
of 1861 to April of 1865, yet he uncertainty
hax;frequently been demonstratgd, and no nati
military precautions on which ith safety may at i

The principles of our government and tem pg
ple}forbid the maintenance of{|large standing
trogps in time of peace, and peparation with
that line. In.a war of any magnitude 10 whic
ma{' be a party, our dependence!
teert soldier, and no better pre
emgdrgency than a caretul stud
taught by the Rebellion, whereb

nust again be

" and preservy

AvVALRY,

bed Sta

armies
18 cant
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aration can banmdc

ion of
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tes will ever

ktence in a struggle
ng trom the spring
of continued peace
n dareldiscard the
ny motdent depend.
ramentjof’ our peo-

3 of trained
1ot be along

1 the United States

n the volun-
for such an

the lessons

we may avoid the countless errors

and| mistakes in ﬁq‘rgamzmg m(l humlllnz untrgained tqoops which

chalacterized the early period of] that struggle.

he outbreak of the Civil W
at 4l points to accomplish the|task before i)
and material were abundarit, afd the general
men who responded tosthe firs

call for 'volun

l

r found the Notth pom’ly prepared
Fortumately, men
intelligence of the
eers er‘abled them

readily to assume the duties of" ufauntry and arfillery sioldiers. and

the spring of the following yea
arms in the field. This cunnoq
and the failure ot those in auth
true functions of this arm, resul
for almost two years.
it is here more than in any othgr arm that thd
late war can with benefit be treafjured as a guide

Probably the first and most i y

found magnitid

ent bot!ies of these
however, be spid of {he

avalry,

ily to recognige the nbeessity and
fed in a loss of ils valuable services
Good caffalry cannot be [nade by order. and
experiences of the
for thel future.

portant cavalrfy lesson taught by
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our war was the necessity of a laree boly of mounged troops to

a vigorous and successtul prosecution of military opera

ions, It was

originally proposed to confine the cavalry ot the lmi«* al army to

the regular extablishment of <ix regiments. and this ded
justified at the time by many and good reasons. Geue
aunounced the opinion that owing to the wooded and
acter of the field of operations and the improvementy
arms, the role ot the cavalry in the approaching cout
of an unimportant and secondary nature.  Agaiu, it o
at least one vear of training to produce an effivient
dier, and it was confidently expected that the rebelly
suppressed within that period. Another reason urged
reation of a large mounted toree was the question of'e
alry is a very expensive arm. and later statisties xhow
8300000 to provide the equipments tor a single regimg
The first battle ot Bull Run proved a conclusive ara
these reasons.  The eyves of the Noreth were opened
tude of the strogele before them.
Cavaley of Virginia made it evident that only cavalry
fully oppose them.
gurded, ana Congress authorized the President to acee

ision seemed
1) NcorTt had
woken char-
in ritle tire-
kst would be
Fould require
nounted sol-
wm would be
against the
kpunse. Cav-
that it cost

ut.

ment against

o the magni-

The operations ot th Black Horse

ould suceess-

Al questions of expense were thdreupon disre-

it the services

of volunteer cavaley.  Now., asx to the mauner in which this foree

wias to be ureanized and ]n-cparc(l for the field, we

aressional enuctment above referred to (August 40 18|

hl)d the Con-
1. provided,

among other things, that = cach company otficer. m)n-rnnnni.«i(mc(l

officer. private, musician, and arvtiticer ot cavaley <h
own horse amd horse equipments.” i
ders issued by the War Department on the 4th day of
ing. for the organization of the single regiment ot
for by the President.

bl tuenishy his

This was in accogd with the or-

Mareh preced-

cavalry called

But the Congressional enactments went furtherd and added a

second proviso. that such ot the companies ot o
vequire it may be turnished with horses and horse
the same manner as in the United States army.”
This second proviso was a saving clause: withont
it the government could ever have maintained an ef
force.  The Confederate States
troops te provide their own mounts, aud although 1t

adopted the policy of

svstem early became apparent. it was blindly persiste
u.nd was undoubtedly onc of the chiet causes of the n
the Southern cavalry in the last two yvears of the wan
proposed, of keeping himselt supplied with a servig

valry as may
Pquipments in

t.it ix doubtful
ficient cavalry
reguiring the
e evils of this
L in to the end,
pid decline of

The method
r:\hlc horse in
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consideration of a per diem ¢ mmpensation o

never to have feound favor with

Indiana and First Iowa, and p
the only ones which availed th

period of the war.
While the ¢vils of thiy xyste

X
meuns of keeprhy the cavalry n

war it seems that it might wit
placing the trdops in the field.
cient number of horses to mour
the outbreak of the war, resul

Quartermaster’s Departu¥ent su
purchasing depocs by which th
To a better understanding

enlisted and trained.

men throughout the country to o

ing stations were opened in var}ious pirts of th
cants were enrolled until- the

obtained. '

The company then appeard

army and after an inspection of'
mustered into the service ot the
tion then repaired to the regim

posed to receive a course of milij ary training.
In the execution of the dey

satisfactory scheme, we find tha
to size, weight, knowledge of' b
were entirely unsuited to mount

passable cavalrymen. As the g feater part of t
alry in future wars will be detachpd service, scou
ete., individual horsemanship apd skill; in the

more important than ever befo
who show marked unfitness for

with the greatest care in selecti

. ?

he Northern tr

th unquestionahb
unted, yet in

The ditticulty

L the newly org

Heient time to
tl'm)ps are to b

f .
fleanize cpvalry

United States.
ntal rendezvou

ils of this apy
 men were cenli
rses or riding,
d service, and

complement of

e, and men shtould n
mounted servige.
Pn and subsequnt trgining, some

] forty rents. seems
doper; abnd the Third

ksibly a tew other regiments. were
Hmselves of thelotfer tir the cutire

IV éonddmned it as a
the everdt of another

advantage bel resortdd to in first

t nl)\:\inin;_f a suth.

tnized pegiments at

Yed in many l'eLrimcnlni taking the
field without any mounted’lmﬁning, while others acthally served
more than a year as foot troopsj|while awaiting
The government could purchasdfut a fair valuat
tion, the horses offered by lhoj\:olunleur. and

A supply of horses,
on and after inspec.
his would give the
stablish its regular
¢ rermounted.

of some of thd causex which con-
tributed to the,inferiority of thg Northern cave
year of the war, we must lobk o the manner
Tuder th
volunteers, the Secretary of \\'$

levmen in the first

nowhich they were

¢ Congriessionad wuthority to eniist
r granted pernpission to influential

Reeruit-
 States, and appli-

regiments.

the compuny was

befory an ()A?ccl- of [ the regular
men tor physigal fitndss was duly

The ngw organiza-
=, whcl",- it was sup-

arently‘ simple and
Bted without regard
and miany of them

never pecame even

ie worl# of the cav-

ing, redonnuissance.
use of urms will he
be enlisted

Of fourse, even
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men will turn out very poor riders. and provision shogld be made
for the transfer of such men to other arms of service.

The training which the regiments were to receive af the rendez-
Vous very nﬂmln amounted to nothing: no proper drill pasters were
provided. and the troops loitered around in idleness anfl discontent
for months. awaiting the arrival of borses and dquipnfents. which,
in numerous instances, never came. f the Tenth
New York Cavalry, it appears that the officers emplofed a retired
Further, we veafl: - Had the
egular army

In the history

Prussian officer to drill the regiment,
regiment been under the command and instruction of a
0tficv|‘ from the beginning, it would have been a greay advantage.”
Awain, in the history of the First Rhode Island Cuvuﬁr.\’. we read:
~Invaluable to us at this time would have been sugh a volume,
giving the stracture. duties drills and field experiences gt a regiment
ot hopse,”™

In the history of the Fourth lowa Cavalry the gfforts of the
newly appointed officers to drill the troops is rcf.'cl'r d to as +ihe
This state of affairs existef very gener-
vich cavalry

hlind leading the blind.”
allv throughout the country. and the condition in ¥
n--._rimonts frequently took the field is graphically set forth by Cap-
tu.in VANDERBILT, of the Tenth New York Cavalry, in gescribing the
first service of his company on escort duty. e ~fys: - Please
remember that my company had been mustered ingp the service

only about six weeks betore, and had rveceived hors

Closs than a
month prior to this march.  * % % Some of the boys had a
pile in front of their saddles.and one in rear so high and heavy that
it took two men to saddle one havse,and two men to help the tellow
into his place. * * * As soon as [ could get my breath
[ shouted :Gallop. march !’ and away we went over the hard frozen
ground toward Fredericksburg., In less than ten minutes Tenth
T\'ow York men might have been seen on every hill for two miles
rearward.” . ’

After reading many accounts ot a similar nature to Captain
YV ANDERBILT'S, i{ is not difficult to understand why entire squadrons
sometimes surrendered to the enemy from sheer helplessness in the
early vears of the war, and why the cavalrymen inspired more
ridicule than awe. . .

In support of this practice of pushing raw levies tf) the tront
without previous training, it has been argued that there iz no better
training school than the camp and battlefield, yet it is equally ?ruv
that much will be gained by a careful selection of men and a littie

prelimirary instruction properly directed. It was by enlisting only
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men accustomed to riding and thé care of horses

cavalry was enabled to attain ifs high state of

EQUIPMENT.

ARMS AN
The experience ot our cavaliy contimmed th

VIL WiR.

Lhat the Contederute
efficiency in a very

£ value of the car-

bine)saber and pistol, and these ‘eapons continjue to be the arma-

of our regular cavalry tgoops. A larg

IR ..
are many arguments in fayor of it ps & ch

's Lancers) from the timeljit took !the fiel

raid in May,

have been valuable in re:u':'hing a determiu
tive merit. .

There has been much controviersy over the ¢

the pfstol and saber, in the charge, but|ghe teq

seem

strongly in tavor of the saber, affil it is 1

p propartion of the

ean cavalry is armed withithe lanee instejd ot thie suber, and

rging weapon. The

was issued to and carried fiy the Sjxth Pe lnsy]vdniu Cavalry

1; December, 16,
1863, when it wax
ate that no oppor-
¢ in the charge. ax
L l'cstllts with it
ation up to its rela-
1
pmparative value of
Rimony: ot the waur

Lpeatedly recorded

by mfny of the participauts thug{the pistol nevdr drove the suber,

The pistol was the favorite weagion of the Cont
the earlier part of the war, but i
alry ¢ombat on the right flank a chysl‘)urg w
saber almost entirely. and these jwere thé same
at Brandy Station, Aldie, and Upperville,and my
most effective weapon. 4 '

is a sigpificant

i

The saber would be a much more formidable

. to a cutting edge, and there seents no gooyl reaso

pderate| cavalry in
fact thtu the cav-
s fought with 1he
kroops that tonght
st have known the

weapoa if ground
h why it should not

. . . !
be.” The practice of sharpening the S:\bEIT was frequentiy resorted

to during the war, and at one linq'e was tlje occa:
by the Contederates that our troaps were Fiolati
The result of the rebel protest was a gendral ord
the Cuimberland authorizing the use of sharpene

Many defects in the cavalry equipment whic

on of' & complaint
the rhles of war.

rin the Army of
sabers

became apparent

during the hard service and rough usage of the war [have since

been remedied. The McClelian |isaddle, lissued
rawhide covering, caused great digcomfory to th
been rain-soaked, and the stitchiny giving way e
hide, which became harsh and stiff and ctt like
since been corrected by the use |of a legther ¢
hide, and the McClellan saddle as| used lnj.(lay is

hen with only a
rider iﬂer it had
osed ddges of the
knife! This has
ver oveér the raw-
probably the best
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military saddle in use in the world.  The sau.idlclfugs, small lc:u'hc.r
pocket; scarcely large enough to carry a. pair of horseshoes, w cle.
invariably thrown away to make room .tor a canvas bag, sack..olll
other contrivance better suited to carrying the innumerable sma

articles that form part of the equipment. The present saddleb:lul:si
arce a vast improvement over the old ones, and would probably
prove satisfactory in active SCl'ViCO:‘. ‘ . - -

A grain sack should be provided in which to carry the three
days’ .i'orage which every cavalry command t'ound‘ it x\ccessar): to
tal'(e when operating independently and away from .lhc tranm:
Without the sack, the trooper usually solvc(.i th.e -dlfﬁculty 'b_\
spreading the grain in the shelter balf and rolling it mto‘ a c)\hn.
drical bundle, which he strapped behind the antle.  This met vod
distributed the weight, and bundle could be made symmetrically
smaller as contents were used. o )

The pickct rope and pin, o necessary and .nsclu\ ] .l\u: St‘l'\.lt'(-
of our regular cavalry on the \\'estor.n plains, loses its fu.nclu'm
when large bodies of cavalry are operating t()gt-t_hcr, a.nd being .l'n
added weight and inuuml}runcc. it was almost invagiably thrown
away at the beginning of’ a campaign. ) . ‘ .

[t would favor the secrecy so necessary in operationsa of scouting,
reconnaissance, etc., to substitute a hard leather s(-ubburd. for the
saber in pluce of the noixy and couspicuous metal one now in use.

OFFICERS.

Much of the ineficiency of our cavalry in the cz.n-l}' part of the
war may be attributed to the lack of military education %u\d general
nntitnc.;s of the officers, and this in turn may be explained by the
method of selection. Until 1863 the company officers were elected
by the privates and appointed by the State government upou the'
recommendation of the colonel.  The field officers were elected by
the company officers. o o .

This system of selection was eminently vicious; it \\. as the cause
of much jealousy and ill-feeling, with thc.: uttendanlt evil resu.lts on.
aliscipline, and the class of officers furnished by it was.de'cule«H)
inferior. Popularity with the- enlisted men was often in inverse
proportion to education, correct military ldefas and other .qualluos

which serve to make a good officer. The policy of promfmo.n fr(‘n‘\'\
the ranks for bravery and merit was adopted in our service in 1863
and continued to the end of the war. The cha'nge met ‘\\'Illl. much
opposition from the enlisted men, \}’lfo we.re Jeulous.()l thmrln‘uip;
posed right ot selection, but its beneficial effects were soon apparen
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i
in ‘securing better officers, and nloreover; the hd
proved an incentive to better conduct on the part
The course of military instruction, which is
many of our most prominent edudntionai finstitut
large number of intelligent and wi
of the government, who, in view
only need a little experience to ma
are the men that should be appoiu

li educpted m¢

e them good o
.

MALNTENANCE OF TRC PS IN THE FIE

Having organized the troops in
tront, provision must be made to ¢
up the ranks as they become deplet
Thix leads to a consideration of the
viding remounts. There are two
army that have been resorted to in
new regiments; and, 2d. By replaging losses in'
recruits sent from regimental depotpy.

The first method was the one adfipted by our wo
the war, and resulted in doing iufalculable harn
The well trained and disciplined rggiments becam
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the new regiments, from lack of |training. exper
officers to lead them, were almost ufeless.

Anpther objectionable feature @f this system
appointed officers were often. byl seniority of

regiments an
ntinue their eff
d from losses in
nethods of rect
peneralisystems

me ot war: 1s{.
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ons. will place a
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flicers; and these
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sent them 1o the
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men ahd horses,
itment and pro-
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By drganizing
Id regiments by
3

cernment during
to our armies.
P inefidient trom
1300 men. while
ience or proper

fwas that newly
rank, placed in

responsible positions, and in commagd of older officqrs of fur greater

knowledge and experience, and this|[naturally cause

ess of feeling. and often led|lo a lack of empest a

i discontent and
d mutual

evils of this system were sugh as to conden

It did not possess a sing ' redeemin feature, and itg use i
vice can only be explaingd on the grpund that it favdred re
+ by pro iding commissions f‘or many| new officers, anjd to seture these

all time.
our ser-
ruitment

it fo

orts t organ ize

¢ compa ies. Thls reason| had great welght towanq the end of the

advantages of t.h second thod mre that

ily learns many df the dutieg that help to m

by sending the

to the old regimént he fall4) under: the carg of experienced
and is thrown among old anl disciplined soldiers frém whom

ke him an effi-
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Almost all European armies organize their regiments with four
or more squadrons, one of which is retained at the depot. This
squadron is kept at maximum strength by constant recruitments,
and after a period of training. men are sent to the front as thqy are
needed by the regiment. There is no reason why this method should
not be attended with good results in recruiting for our large volun-
teer armies, and it is almost safe to say that in a future emergency
it woulld be adopted.

REMOUNTS.

The efficiency of a cavalry regiment on ac n\ ¢ service depends as
much-on a continuous supply of horses as on men. and the r*cords
of our war show that the guestion of remounts was a most difficult
problem to solve.

In all wars of any magnitude, the losses of horses by death| from
wounds and discase, capture and abandonment. will be great] cven
with tegular troops; with raw, untrained levies. it will be enormous,
and there must be some system by which such losses can be rapidly
made ;igood. |

Diring the first two years of the war the Quartermiaster-
General reports that there were 284,000 horses furnisbed to the
army; and at no time during this period were there more than
60,000 cavalry in the field. These figures are greatly in excess of
what might have been legitimately expected from a state of war,
and resulted from several causes. :

In the haste and excitement of mounting the newly ongdn:zcd
regiments little attention was paid to careful selection of horses
with respect to their adaptability for cavalry purposes, or even con-
dition, and many horses gave out after short service, while thoysands
died before reaching the front.

Again, the great majority of our volunteer cavalrymen| were
totally unacquainted with the subject of proper care and treatment
of horses, and this ignorance and indifference was responsible for
many epidemics, which a little skill and foresight might have pre-
vented or checked. This is particularly true of the disease ¥known
as ‘“scratches,” a condition of the horse’s heels very similar to

~chapped hands in the buman subject. This trouble was ¢aused

usually by exposure to cold, rain and mud, and when it occurfed on
a long march many horses became too lame to travel, and bad to be
abandoned. While this disease is difficult to cure, it can alwhys be
prevented by keeping the pasterns and heels well greased during
inclement weather, and wrapping the legs from the knee down with
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strips of blanket or other woolefj cloth. In the

DF THE CIVIL WAR.

fall of 1863 an

epidemic of scratches fraged in Nhe Armies of the Potomac and

i

Northern Virginia, and rendered

he cm'ulry almopt useless.

Again, thousands of horses died from overwopk and exposure

due to constant and ?excessive

icket duty. Many army com-

manders knew no other use for thigir cavalry durigg thig time, nor

did they know how to properly uge it in this servi
The continued and frequent camplaint tfrom th

General of the difficulty and great| expense of kee

be.
b Quartermaster-
ping the cavalry

mounted, finally convinced.the gafernment that vigorouk measures

must be taken to check the useles§ and extravagar
flesh. In July, 1863, the Cavally Bureau was

purpose, among other things. of| providing mou
Large horse depots were established at suitable
the country for the collection anjd training of he
care of sick. wounded gnd worn-aut horsgs sent
efforts of this bureau caused a madked decrease in
but it required the gredtest exertipns to keep the
mounted, and it appears that this was| not aly
accomplished. General SHERIDAK. in his - Mem
only nineteen hundied horses were turnighed the
the Army of the Potomac from April 6t to Aug
_this number was not near enough to mdunt the
and the men who could not be sgpplied were disy
mounted camp. ) :
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the cavalry &é are accustomed tp the care of hol
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USE OF CAVALRY,

While the Civil War marks the origin and development of many
features of modern infantry and artillery tactics, it went much ture-
ther with the cavalry and practically revolutionized the art of
handling mounted troops.  Cavalry., which for many centuries hud
been regarded as an auxiliary arm in the extreme sense ot that
term, capable only of offensive action, developed in our war an in-
dependence of character which enabled it to carey throngh success-
fully the great raids which were such an important teature of the
operations ot the last two years, and in the conduct ot which it wus
olten called npon to defend itself ugainst equal or superior numbers ot
intantry, artillery and cavalry combined —as in the attack on SHER-
IDAN'S raiding column within the defensive lines of Richmond —or
to assail and carry tortificd places strongly detended, as instanced
by the capture of Selma by WiLsoN's raiding columuo in the spring
ot’ 1363,

The distinetive teature of the American cavalry, and the one
which conterred on it its great power of resistance, was dismounted
five action.  This radical departure in the use ot cavalry resuited
from several canses. The wooded and broken tereanin in which most
qQt" the operations were conducted often torbade the mounted charse,
and our troopers, trequently tinding themselves subjected to a fire
from infantry bebind barricades. naturally did what scemed to them
most proper. dismounted to obtain shelter and to make the best use

ot the fircarm with which they were provided.  This method of

action was the more readily assumed, as our cavalry, without pre-
vious history, was not bound by any traditions or false theories ax
to the limited spherd of the employment of cavaley.  This new
power ({f defense :Ill'ltt)ﬂ\'llsc wis promptiv appreciated by the cav-
alry leaders and :_:rcwiin use and favor throughout the war, enabling
the cavalry to perform duties of such a varied and diverse nature
as to almost justity KiLpatrick's remark. = that cavalry could fight
anywhere but at sea.”

The service ot the Fedgral cavalry divides itself naturally into
two periods. The first. extending from the outbreak of the war to the
spring of 1863, may be called the period of inefficiency and misuse;
the second period, embracing the last two years, marks its sudden
rise to power and career of” almost uninterrupted sucecess.

The tailure of the Union cavalry to accomplish anything com-
mensurate with the enormous expense of its maintenance during
the first two years of the war is to be attributed primarily to «bad
management.”  Instead of being organized into a tormidable body
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capable of opposing the énemy's cal calty and undert
ant operations, it was divided intogletachments and
for escort duty to general officers,
trains, and do picket duty around

The brilliant work olk’ the Con
period proved a lesson t9 our lead
ities of this arm, and efforts Wer4 made tg secure
better treatment for this neglected’jcorps. ‘

The first step in the rig_ht directjon was taken em
1862, when General RoEcrANs organized all his
corps and placed it under the com;ﬁand of General

fantry camps.

WAR.

dking independ-
hsed principally

furanish orderli¢s, guard wagon

derate cavalry during this same
rs and made knojpvn the possibil-

Fecognition and

1y in December,
valry into one
STANLEY.  This

move in the Western army was fjllowed by simildr action in the

Army of the Potomac, gnd in the|spring of 1863

eneral HookEer

combined his twenty-sevin regimefts of cavalry intp one corps and
gave the command td Geheral STO:EMAN Two mougths later (June,

1863) occurred the ﬁrsl great ¢

alry combat of |the war. This

was fought at Brandy Sumon undlls noted as the furning point in
the fortunes of the anon (avalr) The uvumbers on each side

were about equal (10,000), and all’ter a vigorous

ttle continuing

all day, in which there; were numerous instances [of charges and

counter-charges with saber and plqtol by squadron

regiments and

brigades, the hitherto inkincible Confederate cavalry was forced to
scek the protection of its mfmtryf and guns, while| the U]nion cav-

alry withdréw unmolested acrors the Rappatannock.

McCLELLAN (writingjof STUART'S cavalry) says;
made the Union cavalry, and it can not be better
cavalry entered the fight doubting their uitried str
while the Counfederates, .with theii

unbeaten record,

that this battle
pxpressed. Our
ength land skill,
bad jonly coun-

tempt for their foe. The close off the day found dur tropps coufi-

dent in their power and the abili
again showed anything but th
Southern horsemen.

From this time to the close of the war we find{

of their leaders
greatest eagern

and they never
b to‘meet the

the Union cav-

alry occiipying its true relation tp the other arm

and every im-

portant battle, campaign or mililary operation uffords numerous

instances of its service. :
In the advance of the Union §nd Confederate

mies to Gettys-

burg, we find the cavalry scatterdfl well out to the front and flanks,

and performing for the first time,
and reconunoitering. When Hoox

properly, the duti
R was in doubt ap to LRE's move-

es of |screening

ments, he called upon the cavalryi for information ; hnd our cavalry,
hnrhng itself upon the ContederalTe screen, fought the heavy battles
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of Aldie and Upperville, drove the enemy through the mountains
at Ashby’'s Gap, while the cavaley scouts looked down from the
Blue Ridge on LEE's army moving down the valley toward Williams-
port.  This use of cavalry as a screen to conceal the movements
of the army and to maintain contact with the enemy by means of
reconnoitering bodies, charged with the duty of obtaining informa-
tion of his movements, did not ori;fimuc with our cavalry, but was
revived by it. NAroLEON used his cavalry very eftfectively in this
service, but in the later wars of the present century it was very
generally neglected. TIts value on thix duty made it one of the
most important services performed by the mounted troops.and they
became very cfficient in its execution.  [f Pore bhad made a similar
use of his cavalry in his campaign in 1862, Jacksox would never
have appeared unexpectedly in his rear.

On the battlefield the eavalry was usually held on the flanks,
and its purpose there is well illustrated by the battie of Gettysbhurg.
On the 3d of July. Strart, in command of the Contederate cav-
alry, was directed to strike the rear of the Union line and create a
panic there in conjunction with PicKETT's assault in front.  STUART
endeavored to pass around the vight of the Union line unobserved.
but his approach was reported. and the Union cavalry was on hand
to check and finally to repel him.

The battle of Chancellorsville records a service that cavalry may
at any moment of the battle be called upon to perform. When
JacksoN struck the right rear of the Eleventh Corps and the panie
of the troops threatened disaster to the entive army. it was the
Eighth Pennsylvania Cavairy, three hundred strong. that by a
reckless charge checked the Counfederate advance long enough to
enable General PLEAsaNTON to gather ?r)zcthex twenty guns and
hold the enemy until the arrival of reinforcements enabled a vew

Mine to be established. We find a similar instance in the heroic
charge of the Fitth Regular Cavalry at Guines Mill.  This service
frequently entails a sacrifice of the cavalry engaged in it bat the
results obtained usually warrant it.

It was PLEAsaNTON'S cavalry. thrown out eight or ten milex in
advance of the army. that seized and held the advantageous posi.
tion near Gettysburg, which later enabled MEADES army to check
and throw back LEE's triumphant advance. The advance cavalry
under Brrorbp held the position for four hours aguinst the deter-
mined assaults of HiLL's entire infantry divigion until relieved by
the arrival of REy~NorLps’ and HowaRrD's corps. Another example
of this use of cavalry is found in the seizure ot Cold Harbar in the
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Wilderness campaign. SHERIDAN
of this point to both armies, and
efiemy’s infantry, while ibis (SHE
miles distant, he boldly attacked
fight. Ordered by GRAKT to holdli
and remained in position all night
KERsHAW'S brigade in the morni
by WRIGHT'S corps, which marche

The battic of Winchester gived a gool illustration of the use of
cavalry in turning movements. |[SHERIDAN's plan [was ta engage
EarLy's entire line with his infagtry, while one (li}\'isi()n and one
brigade of cavalry, commanded Yy TorRBERT, wus fo operate as a
turning force against the left flandl  The movement| was successtul,
and the cavalry coming uncx])ecle(lly on the Contgderate lett. de-
cided the battle. I

The dismounted fire getion of qur cavaley enablefl it to be used
on the battleticld in rein}'orcing hghvily pressed poit
in the battle of Gettysburg, when BrForp's cavajry. dismounted
M DorBLEDAY '~ infhntry, checked
In the battle of [Five Forks the
2 side ot the intaptey. oecupying
two brigades werp held mounted
nk against the ddsperate attacks

fealized the practieal importance
Ithough it was otcupied by the
IDAN) nearest =upport was nine
nd carried it after a stubborn
t at all hazards| he intrenched
aund repulsed an ttack made Ly

g At 9 o'clock Ye wus relieved
all night to reach him.:

ts, as instanced

and thrown forward in support
the advance of the enemy’s lines,
cavalry, dismounted, fought by tiy
a part of the geueral front. while|
on tbe left flank to guand that fl
of Firz Huan LEE'S cavalry.
. The duty.of protectiny qur arnffies in retreat was bue which otten
:ll to the lot of the Uni(f)n cavalry, and the manner in which it was
erformed is exemplified; in MEADRE'S retreat from the} Rappahannock
o Centreville from thej 12th to[the 16th of Octolfer, 1863, The
$econd Cavalry Division formed |the rear guard d
ment, and when hard pressed by the cuemy’s advange, it retired by
échelon of regiments, the horse(/battervies being i
between regiments. Although tile armies were in
during the dntire retreat, the
wagon or gun . ;
In the pufsuit of a beaten fodl there is no parallpl in history to
he brilliant ¢onduct of [SHERIDAN'S cavairy in cuttiug off EwELL's
bntire corps and compelling its surrender, and then following along
on Lek's flank, delaying his march by constantly harassing him
f)y the fire of dismounted men, and finally heading Wis colimnes and
compelling his surronder by hold}ing him at bay uptil the arrival
of the pursuing infantry. | |
The use of cavalry to create & diversion in favpr of the main
i

ring the move-
-the futervals

actual contact
nion army did ndt lose a single
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army is well illustrated by the clever manner in which KILPATRICK,
in l‘:cbruury, 1869, maneuvered bis troops =0 ax to deceive BEAURE-
GarD. and keep his forces massed to defend Charlotteville while
SHERMAN'S army effected the crossing of the Pedee. Of a similar
nature to diversions were the feints made by Kitratrick's cavaley
Rrainst Macon. and the more noted one against Augusta. Georgin
SHERMAN'S veal object was Columbia. but by sending his cavalry
toward Augusta. he deceived the Confederate General WHEELER,
who uncm\;re(l Columbia. and marched to the support of Augusta.
He was held heve tor two days, skivmishing with the cavalry. and
meanwhile, SHERMAN succeeded in crossing the Edisto and was weli
on the road to Columbia, which later fell without a struggele.

In conveying wagon trains the cavalry was indispensable, and
the war furnishes many instances of the efficient pertormance of this
arduous and lack ot glory duty. A noted instance was the transfer
of a number of trains of the Avrmy of the Potomac ander the pro-
tection of the cavalry corps in June, 1564, trom White House. on
the Pamunkey. across the peninsula to the James River.  This
move was nm:lo in the vicinity ot the enemy, and desperate efforts
were made by the Confederate cavaley to capture the train, but not
a wagon was lost.

RALDS,

Another important use of cavalry, and one which reached its
highest development in our war, wus the cavalry raid.  These were
independent operations of a strategical nature. churacterized |>rin‘ci-
pally by secreey and great rapidity of movement. which precluded
the enemy from concentrating on any line to oppose them.  The
strength of the column varied from several regiments to aon entire
corps; it moved without wagon trains and was usaally accompanied
by a proportion of horse batteries. )

Raids were undertaken for many ditferent purposes and the ex-
amples of our war illustrate a variety of objectives.

The first important raid made by the Union cavalry vecurred in
the latter part of April, 1863 This was g small foree of less than
two thousand men, commanded by Colonel GRiERsoN. and had tor
its object the destruction of property.  Indhdentally. it became a di-
version in favor of GRANT'S operations Mund Vicksburg,  Stoxe.
MaN's raid, just previous to the battle of Chancellorsvilie, was for
the purpose of destroying LEE's communications and cutting off his
retreat in case of his defeat. KirpaTricK's raid to Richmond in
March, 1364, was to effect the release of Union prisoners confined
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there. The raids of S’posmus, McCook and Kitatrick around
Atlanta were directed 1gginst the railroads which gupplied Hoop's
army. ' .

SHERIDAN'S Taid during the Wilderness campaign was intended
principally to draw off the Confederate cavalry anfl thus facilitate
the difficult movements of the troops and trains of {he Army of the
Potomac. It was also directed aguinst LEE'S comnjunications with
Richmond and the destruction of Confederate propetty.

WILSON's great raid in tbe spring of 1863 was thd most extensive
operation of this kind yndertaken during the war.{ His force con-

sisted of 13,000 men, and his object was the devasthtion of a larde .

area of Southern territory and the capture of Selma. one of the
most important depots of militafy supplies in the Sjuth.

The raids of STUART’s cavalry furnish exampleq of other ohjec-
tives; as for instance, his raid around the Union a my in front of
Richmond to obtain infprmation of the strength, Hixpositions. in-
tentions and communications of the Federal forcps—and again,
STTART'S raid around the Union army, after Antictafh. was intended
to draw off the Federal cavalry from the pursuit of Leg, and thus
enable the Confederate larmy to withdraw unmoldsted and reor-
ganize its shattered forces. . |

The development of the cavalry raid is a sequdl to the use of
dismounted fire action. | While mounted troops d'pemle(l on the
lance, saber and pistol, :the)' could never venture, far from their
supporting- infantry, and were casily checked by a comparatively
small number of dismougted men strongly posted. { Now, an army
composed of cavalry ulonie, such as WiLson's columbp, may go any-
where in the theater Ofpperati()ns. for it contuinsi‘withiu itselt” a
power of both offensive and defensive action. i

The use of dismounted fire action may be consiiiered the great
cavalry lesson of our wae, and while many European writars refer,
slightingly, to the Ame*ican cavalry as mounted |infantry, other
nations must in time addpt our methods if their cayalry is to have
a. future career of useﬁjpness. It is true that ourf troopers were
mounted infantry; but’they were true cavalrymen alsoy as was
shown on many a battlefield, and Lit was this combination of func-
tions which developed the illeal soldicr, or the mén wha fought
effectively both on foot apd on horseback.

!
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CONVERSATIONS ON CAVALRY: BY PRINCE KRAFT Z2U
HOHENLOHE INGELFINGEN,

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN,
By LIKUTENANT CARL REICHMANN, NINTH INFANTHY. UL SO ARMY

THIRTEENTH COXVERSATION — ¢ Continuel .

1L I eannot vefrain from veverting to that portion ot the see
ond part of the riding instructions which treats of the i‘nsporh‘nn.
and gives illustration of the manuer of condueting an inspection.
It is ;*.\'pl'cssly stated there that side paces in squads are to be rid-
den by command, and likewise shortened paces. in squads.

S.. I kuow very well that these illusteations have done much
harm where, in coﬁf'ormity thereto. the instructors go through the
program in a perfanctory manner throughout the year, or. at any
ate. during the last few months or weeks, That is neither the
intention nor the sense of the riding instguctions. The ilinxtra.
tions are expressly stated to be given as illustrations. not as rigid
patterns.  They ave also given with reference to one point alone,
not to many points, It is nowhere stuted that practice should be
condaeted in that manner. On the coutrary, all precepts of the
riding instructions which have reference to the exercises, i, e, gym-
n:u&tiz-s bv means of which man and horse are to be trained, assume
that the ;'i(lex' is riding by himself. Again and again, you tind a
cantion, “ much individual riding.”

H. How do yon expect a squad at inspection to ride side paves
on the double trail, with distances and the shortened paces, if they
are not practiced in them? . .

S, I assure you they will do much better at the inspection,
even in squads with distances. when these paces have never been
practiced with distances.and always during individual riding. Any
ingpector who is an expert rider will prefer to see these paces on
each horse separately. In case, however, he has not the time to do
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80, and merely wishes to get a g
ter when not previously drilled.
make more mistakes and that
individual riding; still' it will o
drilled en bloc. That js very ny
higher paces with distahces by cd
commit an error of rldmg for tl
will give an aid which is wrong |
horse. The horse remembers j
wrong response to the proper
slight at first. Daily repetition;

have the experience, that when y

after they have been miug‘nt singly

thun during subsequent days. I
vidual riding, he beconjhes stubba
he does not nealize that it is all b
he desires torf;how off ag pertectl)
in the riding instructions, he si
vidual riding exclusively. "Man
the riding of these pucjs too long
beneficial to ali horses fo be cont
many no more than this shoul
same-in the squad is apt to misle
too long, to the detriment of th
voke obstinacy, for whén he bas
observe each pupil, ond after the

80, the pacelwill have ;been conffi

best horses. | 2

H. I will now suppose that
tion of the squad according to th
tions, and that, according to y
the side pace in accordiwith the

neral idea

tural.

he fails to rever

8 own fault. It
as possible the i
uld practice th
commit the erp
at a time, In i
nt with two or t}
be required. H
d the instructor
horses.  In thy
nce given the o
ther, and by the
nued too long d

, side paces will go bet-
(I will admit that cach rider will
ach horse will ¢
gt be as bad as

gp worse thun in

" they had been

For in spch exarcises of
ymmand, the ridey

will sometimes

e sake of keepijg distamces: he
n itself and unigtelligible to the
I, and mnext day} indicates
‘lnid, by obstinac}

it by
which may he

of riding of such exercises with
distances in squads increases the gvil.y Every ridia

« instructor will

ssing to the sidef paces in squads
, they go bettey

during the first

b oat once to indi-
‘0 and desperaty.

simply because
1t the inspection,
lustrations given
pse paces in indi-
or of cantinuing
¢ beginoing it ix
ree steps, and of
ut practicing the
to continue them
end it will pro-
der, he
time he has done
ven for:the very

wishes to

1e inspector requjf
dllustrations in

res the presenta-
e riding instruc-

r principle, each rider rides the
nformation and fegree of traininge

of the horse, i. ., one will ride-tlje pertect side p.*u the otHer the

ineomplete side; pace, another a
the one-sixteenth sidei pace wif
trails instead off a short pace.

trails is laid down. i

S. He will for he is

higher degree of

-

The inspector will t
refer you to thqriding jnstructiops where the exact

one-half foot

position, another

listance between

1en find tault and
distance between

riding. He wil
on command, if]

Il commend the

man who undergtands the art of
der who fails to dide the side pace

the horse’s confprmation preventq it; he will com-
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mend the rider for taking less position and less distance between
traifk because the horse ix not suthciently advanced to comply with
the full measure of the regalations,
there is individualizing.”

He will be pleased to see tha
tor he is well aware that the precepts
of the riding instructions aim at the highest perfection of trainiue,
which is llll;\tl:till:lhlt' with detectively formed or developed horses.
He will approve this restriction to a less degree. provided that the
pice be ridden thoroughiy well. for he knows that taulty rviding of
Aldl that

the inspecting superior knows very well, beeause he is an experi-

the highest torms ot these exercises will injure the horse.
enced rider.  We should be tounding the principles ot our training
on very inseeure grounds were we to presume. and act accordingly,
that II;U inspector knows nothing about riding.

A, In the three other squads of the second riding cluss which
we designated ax Nos. 90 10 and 11, vou would not, T suppose. per-
mit side paces on the double trail?

8. Why not?
the capability of the horse and the degree of the man’s training.
In Squads 9

Evervthing in its proper place! [t 'l«pcn:ls on
and 10 these von-commissioned ofticers will probably
ri.le who canunot ride remounts,
Squads 1 to 4.
may acquire the necessary skill in riding at a4 later date. particu-
larly it his training bas been interrupted by details ax clerk. ete.:

and theretore do not belong in
It is very possible that a non-commissioned officer

and if it becomes certain that he has tadent, his skill will be pro-
moted by riding in Squads 9 and 10 Similarly
men whose

it will be with
some four-year voluntecers and three-year talents do not
become apparent before the second year. and whom, it is hoped. it
will be possible to class among the trainers.

H. Will suitable horses

have

be found in these squads since you
taken the best horses tor the recrunits?

S, Many good horses will still be avaifable.
high-spirited tor the recruit, another too luzy.

One may be o0
Oune has too high
too much. ‘The action of another
pot be sufficiently fresh.  AlL these horses
aud sufficienty advanced in their

paces and bumps the rider may
may be pertectly built
training to mount unfinished
riders and give them an idea of the higher lessons aund their pur-
[oses,

H. In Squad No. 11, the horsgs of which \\l“ chietly consist of
candidates for the next condemuation, and w hich squad consists of
more horses than men, because th}c men do not ride daily, you will
probably not expect the higher Id8ons at all?

S, Notat all. Among the chndidates for condemnation migzht
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and should be the bdst Plddel:] horses, and which are to be con-

demned solely because they begl to get old and
to remain fit for serviceé for any llength of time. ]
doubt, be the case withi those whijch suffered in boi
- are to be condemned oh that a(ct unt. Among th¢
best ridden horses. It is not ajjgood indication
the squadron if it has horses coni| enmned as “unfit
suspicion is bound to arise that the squadror hus
because it cannot manage them ‘}md retaing insted
horses which are no longer eqdal to the strainst
A8 regards the riders;in this squad, there may
amoong them, The causes interféring with their set
ing to do with ridinjs
shoemakers present with the arfh, be some men
for riding, though the well-know
the rule? Nor can I upderstand why in Squad No

ire not expected
[he sanmie will, no
he and dinew and
tm should be the
bf the riding of
of riding.”  The
them candemned
bd old and numb
of a campaign,
e men of talent
vices htive noth-

Why should not among] the tailors ani

Who have talent

proverb points qiut that it is not

2, composed of

such of last year's recriits as hav lagged behind add are to underzo

a second course of training, ther should not be
make progress in the art of ridi bz, One 'may ha
owing to sickness during his first year of service,
be well fitted for riding g

H. The riding instructions Iy down the lim
the firat riding cluss is to be keptl It any man is
beyond, he should be removed fran the}ﬁrut riding

ome riders who
te lagaed behind
ind yet he may

ts withiin which
to be advanced
class,

8. That obtains foli)the wintdr when the art of riding as such

is chiefly cultivated.
class may well be advhnced farfher in individua
the riding instructions Mtate that|the recruits desi
remount riders should, during the summer, be tay

aring the summer such fhen of ithe frst

riding. just as
frnated s tuture
rht tha wids of

the second part on well trained horses. On the whole, yoéu would
make the experience that if the trﬂmln«r of the horses has Heen con-

ducted in this manner for four )ﬂears before they
train the rider, if, for Lh? rest, the[ﬁndmtr service ha
practically, if the men be given tf'ull freedom in id

ire exgected to
b been managed
dividual riding

only, if the renewed l{nzebeln add systematic ratraining of all
squads be omitted, and jit lugheJ lessons be takén up at a late

date, then, [ say, the art of ridin
in the squad, and that among the $ld horses of the

will be much Better promoted

squadron there

would be a great mgny more capgble of going thd higher lessons
thoroughly well than under the | system now in| vogue. Hero
BavucHER's excellent words “ Plusivous allez lent, pﬂ (S vous ires vit,

would be confirmed. It! wpuld preserve the horsds stremgth. A

l
i
T
i
i

CONVERSATIONS ON CAVALRY. 287

squadron which manages the instruction in riding on thc:se lines
during ten normal years of peace should come to such a ].)oml that
the ofd contingent of horses. when condemned, woul(:i, with a few
exceptions, contain all liorses originally belonging tf) it and th:\t'all
would be splendidly trained horses. They would still be so service-
able that it will make the squadron commander’s heart bleed to
bhave them condgmned, and that other troops would be glad to
retain them for 013
H. T have often heard it said that it is good for any l‘\on-se to
be thoroughly bent anew and worked over again iu the fall .and
winter of each vear, because it loses during the summer exercises.
SCHMIDT e.\'pres:;ly demands it from all riding classes.
S. I acknowledge that I tind it difficult to answer you, because
I would like to say yes and no at the same time. If the horse has
deteriorated through the great summer exercises and maneuvers,
i. e.. lost in balance and position. it should be x'etrained‘ vorrc.ﬂpgnd-
iugly. The horse should not deteriorate, ho“.'evcr. If every rider
exercises his borse individually and daily during the summer under
the instructor’s eyes, excepting days of regimental, brigade and
divisional drill, and days of mancuver, whatever may have been
lost will be quickly regained: a stage is then gruduz.nlly f'eached
when the position is not. and is not pernitted to be, impaired by
drill. In the fall and winter every horse will certainly be })elfl
over again: the only question ix by what means. If t?xe gait is
properly increased and diminished so that the I.ngh h:m‘d'ls brougl’)t
under, a good deal of bending will be accomplished. Sull.more, if
tbe horse is given the second position. The correct me(.hum trot
does much bending ; most ot all, the correct., sustained drll.l gallop.
1 must admit that ScHMIDT makes the demand you mention. He
adds expressly, however, that it is not to be understood as a repe-
tition of the training, but that man and borse should ad.vun?e.m
their training from year to year, and that the manner of training
the older horse subsequently to the maneuvers should c?rrespo?d
precisely to the degree of training of tbe horse at the time of its
retarn from the maneuvers. If he meant thereby that every horwe
should be tormented anew with a schulterkerein, renvers and travers,
whether it be necessary or not, I say “no!” .
H. You said just now that the horses of the last squad, candi-
dates for condemnation, could go the higher lesson.s well because
they ought to be the best horses. Don’t you think that Lhea.;e
animals will forget the bigher lessons altogethefr and lfecome stiff
when they have been recruit horges for four or six years?

or two years more.
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S. A horse will nerer unlearh what it has ofice learned well
while in the state of bodll) develqpmem, and whag ic had perfected
by the time it possessed| its full sttpngth Exercisq will keep it in
practice, and the hlghcr lessons pre merely salufary gymnastics,
The horse will .no more forget tHese things than{ will the author
forget how to write though he rnay be unable tq recitel the rules
from memory. Nor will the horq‘ lose the capacfty for(the gyvni-
nastics of the higher legsons, for ghe motions, turpings and jumps
occurring in ordinary pervice will keep the masgles in) training.
It is possible that the retﬁ)embruu‘l of the aids used jtor put#tinf_{ these
lessons in operation may sometifes become imphired. | Rationul

treatment will- soon recull them p the horse. Opge llnny,_ I would

asxk you to keep '-trlctly; in view: No truining. no Lm/u Il ave to he
permitted in those squads of the pr#sent second ridi
not specifically charged{with trainfing. They are
nated by you as Nos. 9} 10 and 1. It the rider fmproves so that
he can and may be permitted to vijtehigher paces du a wdll trained
horse, it should be doneltor the b beﬁl ot his training. ngt that or
the horse. The progrgssive traihing ot the hory
retraining. should be dene in the
most perfect riders, i 4., in thosg which you have designated us
Nos. 1,2, 3 and 4. It should eve be kept in view|[that the horses
are not to be taught thelhigher lesfons. that these legsons ake merely
gymnpastics, means to t,l)e end nﬂ making the hodse obedicent anid
efficient for war. That end attined, training cedses.  The horse
will need these lessons po longer.y It some horse ih Nquads Nos. 9,
10 and 11 is to go through these |lessons, it is tor]

o elassiwhich are
he squiids desiv-

¢, traiping and
¢ squads only wlhich comtain the

the sake of the
man's truining. That n’c'cnmplishl d, it should likewise ceare.

H. I believe I umllnow suflif iently informed how ybu
like to have the riding' service Handled during thie wintpr, and [
simply wish to usk yow now whdther you approve of ouf present
mannerof’ passing fronj the periol of riding to thaF of spring drill.
From our previous exchange of views I conclude tifat youlapprove,
with a few exceptions, of taking May 1st, as the ddy on which the
recruits are placed in ranks,and dj rill by troop, platopn and kquadron

woutd

s ' ‘

S. Notatall. You mentiondd May 1st, and I iceeptad it as a
date equally good as A;lrll 1st, Mgy 15th, or some dther date, with-
out ranctioning the particular da :

H. And what date would yoy d(w ignate? |

8. None. I mean this: In the spring, when dhe weather per-
mits the recruits to go I*lto the "l n riding groundj and 10 eschew

- !

o
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the hall, they are to practice individually or in the square under
their instructors, while the squadron commander drilis the old men
on old horses. by troop. platoon or squadron more trequently. and
tinally everv day. The squadron commander selects each day those
men .wlm. \.\'he': the squadron ix formed. may participate in o halt
hour drill. I spoke of that the last time. The number gradually
increases. ~o that finally four platoons of eleven files (with some
blank files) may be formed.  From now oun he lays more stress on
drill by troop. platoon and squadron. bat never =o mnv\-) as to nee
up the horse’s strength. or have no time left for dividing ap the
squadron daily —not only all the reeraits, but also the old men on
old horses—among their instractors tor individual riding under
supervision, or. sometimes, within the square. \\'h.vn the squadran
commmander will be able o drill for the first time with tour platoons
will chietly depend on the time when winter ceases. More and
more recruits will gradually take part in the deill of the squadron.
whieh will finally deill daily with 109 horses ¢ 110, counting in one
one vear volunteer’, provided no horse is absent on account of sick-
ness or detail, When, however, the first reergit may take part in
the dritl, when the squadron can be tormed in four pltatoons, when
the last recruit will vide in ranks. can neither be predicted nor can
a definite dav be fixed, since. in the latter case, the training would
be unndu(-tc:l with undue baste. Variations of as much as four
weeks should be allowed tor. In all squuds, howevers individual
riding. fummeln. riding within the square. should go hand in hand
with deill at all times, even throughout the summer,

11.  When all recrnits ave in ranks and rio horses absent, sick
or on detail, vou can turn out at the most with 110 horses, afier
deducting I\\';'nly—si.\' remounts of both contitzents. In the most
tavorable caxe yvou would be unable to comply with ScuMIpT's
demand to turn out with four platoons of twelve files cach, among
them one blank file at the most, for yvou have to mount fifteen
non-commissioned officers and four trnmpeters.

S, I told vou once Refore that I consider thix demand of
SCHMIDT'S exce;ui\'e. becankse it will compel us to take the old re-
mounts along every time. and at a period when most of them are
not completely developed and canunot have finished their training,
and would therefore surely be spoiled by taking part in drill during

The old re-
mounts may be turned out for parade. but I would excuse them
from fatiguing drills throughout the year if practicable.  We would
alwavs have some horses on the sick list or on detail and turn ont

the second vear of their presence with the squadron.
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with eleven complete files at best. To that numb&\r let us adhere
and fill further details, by making additional blank files. During
the, war we were toxtunnte when we could turn dut with mne or
ten files on account of much detached service. Al few blank files
more or less in peace time make no appreciable différence.

H. Tunderstand what you say. I also think ghat it would be
a good preparation for the fatiguing period of squadron drill.

S. The period of squadron drill should nod at all be more
fatiguing than the previous perlog of riding in th¢ open. Permit
me again to make an approximate calculation. | Assuming that
during one month of the winter frost prevents usifrom wsing the

s drill ground, there rempin five‘months —from quber 1st to April
1st—or twenty-one weeks, during which the old riders drill half an
hour twice per week by troop, platoon or squadr‘on Assumiuy
the winter (as in the present yeur) does not permif the use of the
drill ground before April 1st, the squadron from thep on rides daily
half an hour in this manner,.i. e. ,‘twenty five times and, towurd the
last, with, a namber of recruits jin the ranks. Thit makes sixty-
seven half thirty-three whole hpurs of exercise, dr sixteen drill
days at the least, or au entire dri}l period preceding the time when
troop, platoon and squadron dgill used to commence. It thus
becomes plain that drill in May would not entail unpsual fatigue.

H. If would be a great gaih for the shedding] period,'during
which weilike to spare the horses or, at least, dislike to get them
warm and then let them cool off i the open air. :

5. Certainly. But they mustbe taken into the ppen every day
in spite of, and because of, that period. Consider further the ad-
vantage offered by this method training now when it has been
decreed ﬁ'pm above that regimentpl drill is to begif each: year in
June. The training ot { the squijdron need, never{hcless, not be
hurried if|the matter is pmnaged n the manner pointed out.

H. T would like to!express a gloubt. Don’t you [think that the
lust recruits with their |horses, who perhaps do not|participate in
the squadron drill unti| the firs} ten days in May| will spoil the
order in the squadron be ause the) are not sufficiently practiced?

S. Much less 8o than if they fiide poorly, and take part in drill
before acquiring safficient skill in|riding.

H. Don’t you also think that {the horses of the last recruits if
placed in ranks in the mndst of the drill period will{not yet bave
sufficient wind for drill? i ;

S. Tbe recrait shou&d ride a8 much drill gallog in individual
rldlng as he would in d’rlll and jnnng individual riding in April

S ep T

i
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the squadron should be in as good trim as during drill in May. Tl.ne
recruit’s borse is therefore in training w hethc it participates in
drill or not.

H. Will the horses bear this uninterrupted training winter and
summer?

S, Better than the exertions now and then required of them
under our present system. I desire that they may be given healthy
and salutary exercise and work throughout the year. and that they
be never overworked or driven to death. At present they are being
drivén to death twice each year. once in the period of spring drill,
once in the great summer and fall exercises. to which they are all
the more unéqu:\l as they enter upon that period in a heavy con-
dition. with hay-bellies and fat laugs.  The efforts I mean to require
of them during the period of spring drill are not to exceed the work
to which they were accustomed the whole year round, and less than
the etforts h::rctof‘oru demanded of them during this period. The
exertions during the great drill and maneuver exercises will remain
the same as heretofore, but the horses will stand them better because
used to constant work. In your letters on cavalry you demanded

‘still more. I cannot deny that the other arms must demand such

exertions from the cavalry if the latter is to serve its purpose. But
it can be equal to those demands only it prepared during summer
and winter in the manner pointed out by me. . If treated as I would
like to have them treated. the horses will néver be fattened and
thick-bellied. but will possess strong muscles, remain fresh in their
legs, and go in confident harmony with the rider, nor will they ever
run down so and look as miserable aus may nowadays be sometimes
observed after the great cavalry exercises. More than once, as 1
huve told you, I saw riders who had to dismtount and drag their
dead-tired animals painfully along by the reins to reach their quar-
ters afler the exercises,

H. Some years ago the war office added & half’ a pound to the
ration of oats. This is now being saved as a rule in order to give
the horses an additional daily allowance of a pound or more during
the time of great fatigue. Do you consider the present ration suffi-
cient to keep the horses in working trim throughout the year?

S. According to all 1 have told you it will be more so. I will
not deny that I would prefer a more ample ration. Better quality,
bowever, would be preferable to greater quantity. According to
present practice the ‘“intendance” lets the supply of oats to the
lowest bidder. The contractor, of course, furnishes the least nourish-
ing oats, which gives little strength. During the war our horses
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stood more in France tban in (rermany during peace, becaunse the
French oats were excellent. .

H. I cannot refrain from pointing out to you, thut, ac‘-ording
to our principles of trajning, not;all horses are kept so much in
wind as'seems desirable to you, but only the seventy older horses
under the older riders. | The sixty-six remounts and jrecruit horses
which are relegated to the hall during the winter will be|all the
less in shape for fast gaits as you require much ind vidual riding
in the hall while the greater poruons of the squads|are cgmpara-
tively resting. i

S. The new riding halls are all very spacious, apd sinpe they
are used by remounts and recruits only, these horses| can get suth-
cient exercise in them. [ cannot deny, bowever, that where such
large halls do not exist, it is an evil I should like td remegly it it
were possible. For that reason I would have the squads meptioned
ride in the hall so long only as th? necessities of the f(weather make
it unavoidable. As soon in the spring as possible wqd must|go into
the open and there accustom the b drses gradually to wore and more
sustained fast gaits, and put them ru good wind.

H. Do you not fear that yopr principles of trgining |conflict
with existing regulations?

S. here and when? Did I ot prove to you, ppint for point.
that I 4m complying with the regulations, that I wWant the work
conductpd strictly in accordance with the riding instfuctions? All
I want §s to banish a certain perfunctoriness. |

H. nd existing old traditions.

S. n the contrary. I am recalling the good jold trLditions
of the flourishing time of cavalry under the Great Kink. Ay troop
commarder may conduct the training of recruits on my ernciples
withoutfbaving to fear disapproval from his superiord

H. [Your principles culminat¢ in this, that you do not want
final riding inspections. The squadron chief cannot labolish them.
He is the one to be inspected. The superior will cpme and hold
soaflle ipspection, final riding inspection, etc. What i§ the squadron
chief tojdo? b

8. He obeys, of cou
superior wills it, and the ht and how he
pleases. In his mind, hof sould not con-
sider it a final riding inspection, should not coach for|it, shguld not
drill exhibitions for it. | o |

H. Then he will fallishort of ﬁie other squadrong, and to com-

pection if the

pete with them be must manage the service as they db. i

1 o
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S, Not at all. He does not fall short; he will be ahead of
them. Though the superior may. for instance. have the men ride
in rquads only, with distances in the square or hall {which is im-
probable, since the individual riding is also habitually inspected),
I bave previously shown to you that riding within the square with
distances \vul o better if the chiet weight is placed on individual
riding than if you simply keep on coaching in this formation alone.
Anyway, all the squads have sufficient practice in riding in the
square with distances, if. as 1 have pointed out. they make the
proot’ of the example at the right time, toward the end, every day.
The only thing I don’t want practiced by squads. with distances
and by command, are the higher lessons (side paces on the double
trail and paces with corrvectly shortened gaits). I have also ex-
plicitly stated that, it asked for, they will go better by squads by
command when theyv have not been taught that way than if they
had been drilled. In this I am not developing a theory. No. I
assure you. [ speak from many vears’ experience. for the experi-
ment has been made tor several consecutive years,

H. From what you have stated at various times, I can, in the
muin, tell pretty well how you wish the regimental commander to
make his inspection. 1 merely meant to ask you to remove some
doubts occurring to me.  You wish, in the first place. that the rewi-
mental commander do not fix any «day tor inspection. but be present
at the instruction.

S, As often as possible. and alwavs unexpected.  In this he
should be as thorough as possible; should thercfore not jnspect
everything on one day, but ounly part of the squadron, so as to
invariably inspect with fresh. unabated attention. He should do it
according to a prearranged plan. For instance: He proposes,
beginning with fall, to look on five times a week at the service
of the squadron. He will go once every week to each squadron.
In this squadron he looks on once at the drill of the older men on
the older horses, the individual riding, and the riding in the square;
another time at the training of both remount squads; a third time
at mounted recruit drill.  Allowing for interruptions, he may be
present once each month at the training of eaeh riding squad of the
regiment, and see for himself wbether the service is conducted
rationally, and apply timely remedies to faults discovered in the
course of training. The daily drill schedules enable him to alwayvs
arrive unannounced and unexpected. When he knows his regiment
once, he will soon be able to lighten his task by appearing less
frequently in the squadron which works correctly according to his
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notions, and perbaps mdre frequently where his adv

necessary. b

e secems more

H. This is pracliculle with the regiments whichj are united in

one garrison. Nearvly Half of th
more or less scattered over several
O

German cavalry

regimants are

rarrisons.  The War Department

grants the regimental commander| travel allowances tor a limited

number of travels for inspecting 0[

tlying squadrons.

S.  What ofttravel, of expense ot allowances? The commander
rides over to the other squadrong, inspects the seryice, and rides

home again. He ough[‘}tp be gl
and make long distance rides. It will keep him fresh
to being on horseback. |
H. Iu any kind of weather algo?
S. Has he not to be on his hoIse in all kinds of
in war? The man who can't dof it in peace cann

{k‘intor weather

to mount his hgrse frequently

ind habituated

bt command u

regiment in war. This daily babif of remaining long on horseback
preserves the cavalryman as such, and averts pain} in. the spinul

coluran which a single great exertipn in war may bri

hy ou.

H. I believe your demands on the commander gre too severe,

as he will have attained|a certain| age before reachi
Not every regimental ¢

he that grade.

mmander| can remain so fresh as to ride

bareback in the chase s those two generals last f§ll at Hanover.
It every regimental commander in*fupable of this feay were declared
unfit for service, our regimental gommanders wouldf eventually be
too young to bring to the positio# the requisite exgerience in the
details of training, and we should;lose many a comnander who, on

account of his experience in mzt"tters of riding, is

value. You said yourself that ';ne never learned
riding, and that a good rider aqd instructor need
perience. '

S. In a long peace it would IiLewisc be imprac
much of a draft ofi the pension Jppropriutions, to

young regimental' commanders. The management

firmed in the habit of remaining long in the sadd
our peace service is not suited to produce enterprisiyg
At a certain age (forty to fifty) the officers confing
the most indispeusable requiremﬁnm of the riding
indispensable is not sufficient to kgep them in practiq
officers stand dismounted in the hall for six mont
ght in riding re
dash and delight in fighting; and when at the out

.

of inestimable
all there is to
B years of ex-

icable, and too
ave none but

jof service and
inspection should therefore be so arranged that all g

flicers are con-
e. At present
g commianders.
themselves to
service. The
e. How mauny

hsa? When the

axes; also the

break of a war
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such a leader has to ride. it ix an exertion for him: he has pain in
the back. and takes no delight in war. If the servite were man-
aged as [ wish, all officers would have to ride daily. rain or shine;
the superior also would have to inspect in all kinds of weather,
Ax long as they remain in the service they would remain in prac-
tice, amd would not become prematurely old in body asx well as in
the manner of thought and action.  The study with its desk is not
sufficient tfor the soldicr. least of all tor the cavaley leader.  He be-
longs on horseback.  But in our days even the licutenants become
disused to riding by their duties as dismounted instructors, by driv-
ing condemned horses. and by the vicinity of railroads to the war-
risons. The excursions of tformer dayvs, tor visits in the neighborhood
and the return at night. had much that was instructive and practical
tor cavalry officers. No purticulur interest in that direction exists
to-day.

H. Thereisinterest,but no opportanity. That thereis fnterest
vaimay see tfrom the distance rides. .

S, This substitute is unfortunately indulged in by the young
man alone.  The par foree eliase would have to be made obligatory.
It would be in the interest of the older and highest officers, as it
would keep them vigorous.  They ave a splendid preparatory school
tor cavaley leaders to learn how to find their way in the terrain
and form their resolutions quickiy.  In the presence of the encmy
vou cannot rely soiely on scouts, patrols, adjutants sent to the front,
you must ride torward yourself and inspect the terrain it you wish
to profit by it.  The officer who learns how to orient himselt in
the par foree chase will be a reliable leader to his troops in the
terrain.  That should not be underestimated. At any rate, it will
raise the confidence in one’s own power and enterprise: and the
regimental commander who has ridden in the chasc it the fall will
uot find the detached squadrons too distant to visit them on horse.
back though there be a railvoad.

H. Muaony garrisons of single squadrons lie so fur apart that it
is absolutely impossible to visit them as ofteh as indicates 'b_\' you.
Pless, for instance, is two dayg distant from regimental headquar-
Lers,

S, In that case it only remains to take the cars to these gar-
risons to inspect them.  Stilll it the commander is imbgied with
zeal and interest for his position, he will vot retrain tronf visiting
these garrisons at his own expense oftener than the gogernment
grants allowances, '

H. Certainly, if he hasx means of his own. Our officers are
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accustomed to spend their private neans on theservjce. Nat every
regimental commander ‘has private means, but most of thein have
families. You would net make the qualification ¢f a regimental
commander for his posiLTon d.?pen :nt on his privat meuns?l
Well, if it ia impracticable for the regimenta] com mander to
visit pome of his squadrons freqilently to witness| the individual
trainipg, he must apply the method of frequent inspgction suggested
ich are at regimputal headquar-
in close vicinity.| The morg distant squadrons he would only
Bnte nces for. I thdt case heshould
for some time with each squadron,and inspeqt the individual
in this manner th& no exhibition be made for his sake, and
e simply witness tHo-instrchion and never Witness more in
any oge day than he is able to obderve closely withl full and fresh
attentjon. | i i

H.{ How do youn wish the brigide commander tq inspect?

S.| The regulations make the régimentul commander responsible
for the individual training of th¢ regimcut, as you reminded me

e details of the riding. Actlording to regulatfons he inspects
the fofmed squadrons. On that ogcasion he may take some riding
squad/and have it perform anything be chooses, down to individual
riding{ of the men of djfferent coptingencies. I do not, however,.
rred from witpessing the indi-
ny body of troops ought te be
interest manifested by general
f their service. If, in doing ~o,
et a correct insight in the indi-
vidual training, and ekercises beneficial influence. he should be

ander when the latter witnesses
squadrons. He will then per-
ceive iwhether the regimental commander's action is in the right
direction, and will have sufficient| opportunity to equalize differ-
ences of opinion. If he sees thiit the regimental commuander’s
method is correct, he need m#ke? no further inspection of detail
in that regiment. | ‘ :

H. Take now the division éom‘nander.

S. The division commander whio is interested in the details of
training may do like the brighde|commander. He will probably
have to limit himself to witnessipg the individual riding ot the
squadron of each regiment of hig division per year. His other
I
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duties will hardly leave him time for more.  Nor is more fequired.
He will get along with less. if he except those regimen{s whose

commanders, by their methods, have previously gained his|lunquali-
fied approval, If, bowever, the division commander compes from
another brauch of the service. as is the casa in many mixt:cl divis-

ions, his inspections of details of riding have no value for tq

but that of the honor done them by bhis presence.

¢ troops

H. I was from another branch of the service: still, as ¢ften as.I
could. I was present at the detailed riding inspections of th¢ cavalry
regiments of the division commanded by me. 1 did it for the sake

of seeing and learning.

8. Then. it is true. the troops will have another. indiredt benefit

from it.
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I

AMERICAN HORSES FOR FRENCH REMOUNTS.

[ Regimental Sundard.‘.

During a recent visit to Indiana}Iolis, Ind., I beard, by a fortunate .

coinciflence, that there was in that ¢ity a commission ot French otfi-
cers gnguaged in the purchase of horses for the various mounted
branches of their military service. . Not wishing to lose such u valu-
able opportunity, I quickly sought gheir acquaintance, and was very
courteously received. i

The commission consisted of thrpe field officers, representing the
artillery, cavalry and veterinary dlaff, respectively. My confrere,
fortunately for me, spoke English fajrly well and acted as interpreter,
in addition to his professional duflies, which were oncrouy in the
cxtreme.. His advice and opiniong were decisive. not only on the
subject of_soundpcss, but on the horje gencrally ; conformation, gaits,
action, etc., ete. , ‘

If any one member of the commission objected to n horse, it was
immediately rejected, and before being led away a slight |vertical
line of hair was removed from thej near side of the neck by a snip
of the scissors, so that it jcould not Qe again presented, for some time
at least.” ‘Everything was done mephodically and quictly. My con-
frere informed me that the method|of examination and puanchasing
were minutely laid down in the Frgnch Army Regulations. ‘

Althougb the purchase money dllowed by their golernmbm was
about $150.00 for each jhorse, the|lcommission was allowell much
latitude, for I sa\% horses purchased) for from 8110.00 up to $225.00.
In fact, they did hot let 8 good, desdirable horse go away from them
if it was possible to get him. .

The horses purchased, being for|various branches of the service.
rangeld from fifteen to sixteen hanis high, and from 900 wo 1,150
pounds in weight. The small borséis being for light cavalry, as hus-
sars, whilst the larger ones were in{ended for heavy cavalry pd the
artillery. L T

They were extremely particulanjas to the anatomical sofindness
and freedom from blemishes and wire cuts. They also objdcted to

I

'
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brandsotany kind.although they did vecasionally purchase a branded
horse, provided it was w very desivable animal and bad only o very
small brand. not larger than three inches, and not conspicuons,

They bought stallions. mures and geldings, but preterved mares
for many reasons:  Ist Greater powers of endurance; 2d. Live
longer: 3d. Can perform more work on less keep: 4th. Withstand
more hardships than horses; dth. They bring a better price when
condemned ; 6th. Ave suid to be more intelligent; 7the More amen-
able to instructions and drill: 8th. Can endure the climatic extremes
better: and 9th, Less liable to disease.

They were particular that the head should be small and nicely set
upon the peck. It the head of the horse conld not be flexed on its
neck. the animal was immediatel® rejected. Excoriated mouths, lips
and cars. injuries from curb-strups and bits. formed a frequent source
of rejection, as animals thus affected invariably resent all attempts
at any gymnastic instzuctiuns which involve their mouths, as sup-
pling their neck. alteging their center of gravity and hase of sup-
port, ete., ete.. =0 necessary to the trained cavalry charger.

The commission parchased in all two hundred horses, shipping
direct to France, via Baltimore, their immediate destination being
the cavalry school at Saumur. where they are to undergo a course
of training previous to being distributed to regiments.

In making a purchase. the price of the horse having been agreed
upon by the commission, it was offered. and no hope of a further
advance of this was ever entertained. such o course being strietly
torbidden by their army regulations; a very wise arrangement, in
my opinion, saving both time and trouble.  Euach animal aceepted
must measure at least sixty-unine inches ehest circumference at the
e¢ighth rib.

The commission selected Indiana as their base off operations,
after visiting many other States, owing to the superiority and great
varioty of wellbred horses to be found in the - Hoosier™ State,
[t was a clear case of - putting the parson in the center of hLis
parish.” for, although the rejections were probably cight or ten 1o
every one accepted. the average horses of the former category
waould bave been gladly accepted tor the American cavalry service —
votwithstanding recent official statements to tae contrary.  Partic.
nbar attention was paid to the gait, the walk. trot and gallop insisted
upou. no ather gait accepted.  Horses with vertical shoulders and
short pasterns, and sway backs were rejected on sight.

The modus operandi of examination was as tollows, us per French
army regulations: '

All haruess was removed and a halter substituted tor the bridle.
the horses being placed on a perfectly flat. level plot of ground.
Then all the members of the bourd. each acting independently. pro-
ceeded to examine the animal with regard to hix conformation, one
prominent fault being mentioned, as straight shoulders. short pas-
terns, crooked limbx. ewe neck, big head. short neck. high withers,
hollow back of the shoulder blades, sway back. weak loins, badly
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ribbed back, round ch‘tst, excessite angle to the ribs. obligue croup,
or limbs malplaced, formed an ijhmediate cause of rejection. But
if this examination whs satisfacfory, he was then led gbout at a
walk and trot. Her¢ lamenesd] oscillations of the sheulders or
croup, narrow chest, wide chest, galf knees, knock knees, paddling,
interfering, speedy cutt, narrow l)ips, too wide hips, small feet, ex-
cessively large teet, wehk hocks, oo near or far apart, brughing, etc.,
and low action were quickly deteted. If this part of thd examina-
tion should prove satisfactory, the horse was turned over for pro-
fessional examination, [and they fvere extremely particulpr in this
respect and took no chances whagéver. If finally accepted, be was
branded and paid for. :

The animals purchased werd| very well selected, bding clean
limbed, small headed, compact, short backed, very strongly hound.
well muscled horses. Coming, 4 they all did. from smgil farms.
they were in splendid conditiomiand gentle, and. in thi{s respect,
forming a favorable contrast to ouy military, prairie fed ““Bronchos.”
They were all ot a kind, intelliéent disposition, cvidently having
been well treated from their ¢{ithood. The attendants walked
abOl.lt. them fearlessly, handling their limbs and hind parts with im-
punity. The veterinarian persosally examined and handled each
limb, and each foot had to be raiffied and tapped with thg bammer,
as it being shod, a feat which would be performed at ghe risk of
life and limb if ever our equine military candidates were|subjected
to it. )

The entire performance strue

) me as being very prompt. busi-
ness like and systematic in everyl way. Each member of] the com-
misgion evidently understood his[business. and kvew exactly what
he was sent to purchase. Therelvere no words wasted nor aun uun-
necessary one spoken. | Horses ware purchased in open market gi-
rect from the owuners, thus saving the sum which would go to fhe
contractor, or middle man, as in pur antiquated method of buying
from the contractors. T

I have no hesitation in stating

that it would be an impossibility
to select on our Western frontien] at any price, a bunch |of horses
that would in any respdct approach those which I saw pupchased in
our own markets for the French army, an examination of which
disclosed careful selection, keen,educated judgment, and * horse
sense’ generally, on the part of the purchasers, which could rarely
be met with. These qualities werd exercised under extremely favor-
able surroundings, for, in the malfter of well-bred  horses, Indiana
ranks second to none. In 1894 the sume commission visited Indiana
and purchased a large bunch of hgrses. These created such a favor-
able impression, upon their arrival in France, that the apthorities
there made immediate arrangemerjts for an annual supply|from the
same source.

) [ was informed that nll the Frdnch government stud farms were
beu}g discontinued; thdt all the pquine reproducers must be pro-
fessionally examined and rejected fs such, if affected with Hereditary
disease or unsoundness. - All stallions must be registered and ex-
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amined annually.  The produce of stallions.owned hy the French
government, from mares, the property of citizens. are purchased at
stated prices when three years old, if fit for military service. In
France horse breeding is directly encouraged by the government
offering annually enormous sums as prizes.

The beneficial results of a course of instruction ou equine con-
formation, etc.. ete., which every mounted officer of the French
service undergoes, was apparent at a glance. At a word or sign a
rejected horse was removed by the attendant (a French soldier).
The usual expostulations. praises. ete.. of the would-be horse trader
were couspicuous by their absence, and evenswhen indulged in, did
not receive the slightest attention from the commission.

The horses intended for the French servide are bought by special
committees under instructions from the Minister of War. Army
horses are divided into three classes: 1st. Horses de carriere, for
the equestrian schools: 2d. Staff horses for officers: and 3d. Troop
horses. the latter being divided into reserve. line, light cavalry and
artillery (saddle and barnessy). and are distinguished according to
their gqualities as very good. good or passable.  The schedute price
is peitber minimum nor maximum. but is looked upon as repre-
senting the value of a good horse in cach category. It is under-
stood that a sufficiently large margin is left to the officers of the
remount depots for the practice of economy, eitber by encouraging
the production of good horses by paying more for them. and in
order to give a proper value to animals that are difficult to obtain,
and which might be in private demand.

Staff horses are classed as follows: 1st. Ordinary —regular con-
formation, medium neck, sufficient power and speed. large head,
white color. washed mane, tail or coat, and slight blemishes are
included; 2d. Good —sufficient breeding, a good neck, regular
comformation. strong body and members, good gait; 3d. Very good
— wood breeding, good conformation, fine, expressive head, a beau-
“titul chest, strength, good members, prominent tendons, brilliant
gait. The price of an ordinary horse is seventy-five to 150 francs
less than a good horse, and the value of a very good horse 100, 150
to 200 francs more than the average. The price of a grey horvse is
one-eighth less than his class.  These data convey nothing absolute.
and are ouly points of reference.

Troop horses: 1st. Passable—medium’ conformation, defects
of equilibrium. want of chest measurement or blemishes; 2d. Good
—enough neck, strong body and members. sufficient weight, har-
monious conformation, good action, fair physiognomy. solid coat
and energy; 3d. Very good—a good physiognomy, neck well
attached, good body, beautiful chest, good members. fine coat, power,
long gaits. The passable horse. of which a'limited number should
be bought, commands one-fifth less than schedule price, and the
good horse fifty to sixty francs less thaun the schedule price, while
the very good horse is seveuty-five to one hundred francs more than
average. The grey borse is one-eighth less than his class, and the
purchasing of this color should not be encouraged. being unsuitable
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for war service. Any|horsc ongififth less in value than IJ‘hc averase
shonld be rejected. It is imporffant to make marked djfterence in
prices according to guality. 8o §s not to be always confined to the
average prices for vdry good Jand passable borses. he sellers
should be convinced that the cqmmittee judges impartinlly and s
accurately as possible+ and thatl they pay the military [value of o
horse. A horse may.in fact, hifve considerable commefpeial value.
and still 'be unsuitable tfor mflitary service. The hgllow back
depreciates the horse|for saddlg, renders it unfit for dervice. It
must not be forgotten that a slightly bhollow back. with narrow
chest, at four years old, will be glrong and broad at six.| A proper
consideration is not alfays givep to the difference existing between
the four, five and six-year-old hopse. With the four-yeariold every.
thing is clumsily buflded up;his future contormation must he
guessed at—he will certainly gdin. The six-year-old, on the con-
trary. will remain about the same. Still the horse. and especially
the mare grass-fed until six yeans old resembles the grain-ted horse
at four. Only the ho'lsc which {k really worthy of the name should
be classed as an officer’s horse. We should not yield to any apparcnt
qualities which are not backed byf strength and endurance.  Reason-
ing thus, it would very often hajjpen that the officers” harses would
actually be inferior tojthe troop horses. M. J. TREACY.,

Veterinarian Eighth Caralry.

i

CAVALRY EQUIPMENTS.

17 Indian campaigniolz has ceasid to be the daily employment of
the army, and this ledds to the ijuestion as to whether the cavalry
equipments which prgved theirf worth by flood and field in days
gone by, are still ‘adapted to thyy present and prospective require-
ments of the service. i ‘

- |

From time to time {many sugizestions have been made. but no
general interest has manifested i kelt sutficiently to cause any con-
sideration to be given (o the subject. It must be remembered that
mere change is not improvementy and that what is now provided ix
generally the result of practicnl experience. ‘

It is questionable whether %y

future necessity will démand that
each trooper should canqry alarialf and iron picket pin. |Ropes are
most useful durinjz scouts and raillx, but could be providéd without
baving cach horse chrry the presdent weight.  If a \'olur)tccr regi-
ment, with untrained mounts, should go into camp and be misied
into picketing out their horses, halt of the animals would be ruined
with rope burns in a cpuple of Jlours. None of the il 1o which
cavalry horses are subject iS mqre annoying, or requires xo much
time to heal, as a bad rbpe burn lelow the fetlock joint.

After two years use, it isigenegally conceded that the dimensions
of the new bit are not exactly cofrect. It serves its pudpose with
all the quiet, well trained horses,
clined to be fractious, or which

ut does not answer with those in-
re hard mouthed. It is believed
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that o little alteration and experiment as to proportions will correct
the difficulty. .

The opinion prevails amongst thoughtful officers that civilized
wartare of the future will call tor much rapid work trom cavalry.  In
this case the loads must be reduced, and the first thing which at-
tracts the attention i the size and weight of the saddlebags.  The
large size of the bags is a temptation to soldiers to overload them
with unnecessary articles.

It has heen discovered that the blue cartridge belts issued with
the new magazine ritles do not hold their eolor.  Inasmuch as these
belts are for full dress as well as ficld use. it should be insisted upon
that the dve used should not only be of absolutely unitorm color,
but that it should be so fixed that no fuding will take place.  Sume
men use their belts constantly for drills, parades. ote, while others
are on such duties that they only turn out accasionally.  The result
of poor dyeing will he to oxhibit areat lack of uniformity at all i}n»
spections and other duties requiring the presence of all the men in
ranks. It is believed that a little experimental work by the Ord-
nance Department now will save much complaint later on when the
new belts have been issued to all regiments.

It would not be extravagunce to provide a dark blue saddle
cloth. to be worn over the grey blanket at full dress ceremonies, es-
pecially at such posts as Forts Myer, Ethan Allen, Sheridan. Leaven-
worth. The Presidio und Jetferson Barracks. If thix cannot be
brought about it would be a good idea to try « few dark blue blank-
etx 10 test them for appearance and durability, in comparison with
the grey blankets.  The Ovdnance Department is usually willing to
make :;l\)' experiments or changes which any arm of the service
unites in recommending as likely to produce good results, provided
appropriations admit ot it. Instead of asking for a lm:u_'d to con-
sider such things, cavalry officers would do well to make individuul
experiments ul;on the various parts ot the dquipment and uniform,
and communicate the results to the service for ('()llsidcl‘:lllu\l{: oo

GERMAN AND FRENCH CAVALRY MANEUVERS.

In: The Autumn Maneuvers of 1894, from the Military Infor-
mation Division, there occurs the tollowing observations of the Ger-
man cavaley movements September 11th:

“ Early in the day there was a severe rain, and all the troops were wet
through, but the weather made no difference with the maneuver. 1In the
charge of Cavalry Division ‘A” a%;;inst the right of the Thirty-Fifth Division,
on part of the ground the fences had not been removedy and dismounted men
were sent forward to clear the way. One was a three-barred fence, and it
took some time to remove the two top bars. As it was in sight and range of
the vnemy’s infantry this would have been difficult, if not impossible, in war.
Five horses in one brigade were killed here. One fell into a ditch and broke
his back. Four were impaled on the bars of a fence, which, lying on un-
even ground, when trodden on by the front rank, were thrown up 8o as to
take the rear rank horses in the breast or belly.- Another brigade charged
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over some fallen timber #md stumpd| where several accidents odeurred to both
officers and men. Their|double ranks and lances make maneutering in such
ground difficult and dangerous. Buyt the good training and at gentleness
of their horsesenables them to get 'hrough such ordeals wondefpfully well.”

The following deJcription (:u'f the President’s ro\'ie*v of French
cavalry occurs in the same repdrt:

' !
“ After the passing of these auxjliary services, and when they had com-
Bletely cleared the ground, came thq cavalry at a gallop, each brigade headed
y its trumpeters consoliflated and gpunding a charge; these (liﬁl notleave the
column. The formation was in coldmns of brigades closed in mass, each of
these divisions followed by its two-lwrse batteries in line, also at a gallop, and
preserving splendid aligniments. THe front rank of all the draggon squadrons
carried lances with small'pennant ; Bitherto during maneuvers the pennants
had hot been tsed. It cquld not belkeen that any material gin or loss in lis-
tances or intervals occurged among the subdivisions of cither infantry, artil-
lery or cavalry during the march past.

“ Having all passed the reviewing officer, the cavalry column was headsl
toward the left and again|forned ints} a double line of nasses, with the center
opposite to and about 1,200 vards frogr the President’s stand.

*“The cavalry aligning¢nts were rapidly perfected and the hbrse batteries
grouped on either flank ¢f the combined divisions in line. 'Ihe seventeen
regiments and six batteties then advanced at progressive gaits, headed Ly
General DE GALLIFET, all (with saberg|drawn, untit at sbout 600 yards from the
President, when all took the charge dnd moved on to within sfxty yards of
the stand, when they halted by ond grand, simultaneous movement at the
signals of the officers leading them, Bringing all sabers to a pres¢nt arms. The
alignments, intervals, and distances Had been exceedingly well preserved.

 There were five regiments of cilirassiers, tive of dragoons| six of chix-
seurs, and one of husears |in that maps. This ended the review and the ma-

neuvers.” .
T 1$ R
THE;CAVALR‘TY MANEUVERS.
The cavalry has bt*:n cominslin lately for a good deal of notice.
We have now before us the criticisms on the cavalry| drills heid
receutly at Aldershot under Mhajor-General Luck. Mhere is no
denying that in the past the cavplry has suffered consid¢rably from
a want of friends. It'is a servide which requires to be fwell in evi-
dence. The more it asserts itself the better will it be refpected and
cared for, and it is gratifying to|see that the public is beginning to
+comprebend the conditions under which it exists, and to take a
more intelligent intereat in its ‘welfare. The critic of] thie Times
sums up the wants of the cavalry|in these words: “Stropger squad-
rons, drifl grounds to frain squadrons before coming tojthe maneu-
vers, annual maneuvers,” and heoladds, **a determined and practical

Inepector-General.” The last wd have got, and the others should
not be difficult to obtain. i
* .

* o * *

But this brings us back to thd|truth, which the autharities seem
rather slow to recognize, that notl only trained men and| horses are
requisite if maneuverq are to be|profitable, but a full complement
of both. That is, however, whatwe do not possess. As|soon as we
have an available foree cng:lble oficarrying out an annual maneuver

N
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with advantage to itself. the arrangement should be made perma.
nent, but as has been repeatedly pointed out in these columns, the
first requisite ix a perfect and complete force of men and horses.
It is useless to advocate annual maneuvers, essential as they are to
cavalry training. until we have troops capable of being maneunvered.
The concentration of more regiments at Aldershot each summer
would at least partially and temporarily neutralize the evil of insut-
ficient drill ground, from which in so many stations our cavalry
regiments suffer. but it cannot be too strongly insisted on that the
first step toward improvement is to increase the establishment of
regiments. Without this no other measures will be ot any value.

A depot squadron would seem to be an ubsolute necessity.  There
are in every regiment s~o many men and horses that are from one
cause or another unable or unready to go on active service that 1o
include them in the ranks is to introduce an clement of weakness,
and to court failure. The depot =quadron. on the other hand, is an
element of strength, as it withdraws tfrom the fighting body every-
thing that is unfit, and gradually prepares the immature for active
work. Another matter for vetorm. closely connected with the tore-
going. is the absurd proportion of dismounted men. It is a mistake
to suppose that dismounted men are a necessity: their place ca
and should be supplied by reserve men, .

* # . = & *

In point of fact all the best opinion appears to be gravitating
towards the idea that a distinet corps of arderlies should be formed.
and that horse soldiers should thus be relieved of all buc their proper
wilitary duty. While the efficiency and readiness of the rank and
file would in this way be promoted. there ought to be some special
training for the officers.  Whether it is to be obtained by means ot
a separate establishment like Saumur, or by forming s!)ecml class
at Sandburst. it may be premature to say, bat there certainly should
be ~ome distinction between the preparation of an infantry cadet
and that of one intended for the cavalry. . .

Another point which has been brought prominently tnr\\‘:\rd'ni
late is the enormous advantage conferred on cavalry by the superior
speed and staying power of the horses. It will, therefore, be necey
sury in the near future to find ways and means of improving our
cavalry horses in breeding and style, while at the same time their
load must be somewhat reduced. A word niay be =aid in conclusion
on the unmeasured condemnation pronounced on this urm by cer-
tainly not the most accomplished military critics in the press. We
are very liable to go to extremes when once we have begun to find
fault, and the spirit which gives rise to thag kind of writing should
be sternly discouraged. As a corrective pothing could be better
than Baron SaLvr's friendly remarks, which we reprodaced last
week. The truth is that, individually, our men and horses are un-
rivaled, but there are too few of them. Our duty is, wt:nle main-

taining our riding drill and individual smmrtness at their present
high standard. to provide for the collective training by which alone
this arm can make itself felt on any important occasion.—dArmy and
Navy Gazette.

v o2
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OUR CAVALRY.

. * * % It has bgen frequenitly urged that we should copy Ger.
many in the administration of o “
the Franco:Prussian War, the Glerman cavalry bas been raised to o
high pitch of efficieney, but nsf:ir as management of the stable.
mapége, or barrack rdutine is cofpcerned, the Teutonic ‘rnodel otfers
no particular advantages. The German system, however, of train-
ing reeruits in batchesd of about #rty men, under the su ervision of
one officer and threc|specially #elected non-commissiohed officers
will put to shame Ourlnegligent ethod of “off-handed '|instruction
rendered by any dril] sergeant fivho may happen to be available.
Many of the duties which fall tg the lot of our senior pergeant or
corporal are performed by the Ggrman officer, and thig causes him
to take a deep and intelligent in~rest in the drill of higsquadrons;
moreover, he is proud to note the progress of the mefi under his
charge. We have muth to learnifrom their system of +kilent drill ™~
(which was commendably eulogiffed by the late Colonel| BLrxany .,
for unnecessary shouting and coptinued galloping up of adjutani.
coupled with the harsh notes of the bugle, and hoarse gbjurgations
of t.h.e colonel, are prhctices unljnown in the German l:ln): The
English adjutant, moreover, we' fmaintain, is allowed far too mucly
power as compared with the squdfiron officers, and it hax also been
not inaptly stated thag in many davalry corps the sergegant-major i~
permitted to exercise very nearly as much authority gs a cn].)min.
In our opinion, the captain shoulf be allowed more latigude and re-
sponsibility of action, not only if the training of men and horses.
but also in promotion, reward and punishment, Of cou;se, the fore-
going must not be taken as the type of all regiments, for there are
colonels who do concede this prifilege, and a sensible wptain who
is up in his work will certainly flot brook undue interference. As
far as subalterns are concerned, We feel tolerably certain| that there
are few who cannot give points toland beat their Rhinelatd brothers-
in-arms in all that appertains to|loutpost duties, patrolling, topog-
raphy and reconnaissance, and wWe need bhave no fear on this score
as long as our cavalry fegiments #re officered by those to whom fielil
sports are as second m?ture.—Ad iralty and Horse Guard#‘ Gacette.

| |
THE GERMAN ;AND FRENCH MANEUVER ARMIES
! COMBARED. 5

H
¥ * ¥4 The Freéch took alglo less pains to screen itheir guns
from sight, while the Germans, if fime allowed, would run up a little
embrasure, cover the front with||grass or straw, according to the
crop, and not let a mah show bis|head over the parapet. | The same
rule applied to the German infantty. In an instant the spades were
at work, a trench thrown up, and| the work concealed by every im-
aginable device, whild any indiffidual failing to squat quite low
down out of sight was certain of frompt and severe reprimand. Oun
the other hand, German troops afe not encouraged in ad¥ancing to

.

Mr mounted forces  No doubt, since

)
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the attack to seck cover separately; that is the business of cuptuins
and commanders of sections.  The object aimed at is rupid and con-
tinuous advance. the reserve going forward to beat of drum in close
order and sometimes in that ¢ parade march,” which in the matter
of muscle exercise is so highly valued. The French system of attack
is not dissimilar— always on the move, line pushing forward line,
but much looser. Oune of the more remarkable things ubout the
Germans would appear to be the extreme quictness in the ranks.
Every man is so trained that he knows what to do.  There is no:
excited shouting out to thiz one or that to liadown, or right incline,
to close in or open out; no aides-de-camp gallop about with contra-
dictory orders: all is method and system.  The same silence is not
found in the French ranks.  There are. however. few words ot com-
maund in extended order; the whistle does everything, The Ger-
mans have discarded volley firing.  What may be saved in ammu-
nition is lost, they think, in the desire to produce a good volley, and
the nervous waiting for the command, * Fire,” after the sights have
been aligned with the object.  Independent firing ix invariable, al-
though treqently restricted to named files, abd especially to marks-
men, who wear a braid badge from chest to shoulder.  The French.
on the other hand, tire volleys. except at point-blank range, and
their five discipline is good.  Neither army will have anything to
do with fluyr signaling. The Germans make but a very limited uxe
of the bicyele, while the French employ it largely.  Stretcher bear.
ers were not organized in either mancuver army, but the French
ambnlances were excellent.  Every cffort is made in both services
to prevent any avoidable reduction of the fighting line, which is in
England so terribly attenuated by extra regimental and half inde-
pendent services.  There was no attempt even to provide the men
with water by means ot horse barrels. '

Az regards the cavalry, what the French gain in better horse-
flesh they lose in riding and dash. The German ublan is well
known, but all descriptions of their cavalrymen carry the lance, the
pennon being furled while reconnoitering. 'lfhe French horse soldier
still wears the baggy leather overalls said torhave been invented by
Marshal LasatLg, and they give him a clumsy appearance both in
and out of the saddie— very different to the German. The German
work is almost wholly by squadrons, even in the charge, and the
effect of squadron atter squadron coming on has an undoubted in-
fluence upon opposing infantry. When forty squadrons charged the
infantry of the Third Avrmy Corps near Stettin it appeared terrible
to one standing with the latter.  German cavalry charging German
cavalry go right home into the opposing line, and are ordered by
the drill book to charge through intantry ¢f it can be done with
safety, and in any case only to wheel at ithe very last moment.
There can be no doubt that both French and German horses are
more highly trained and docile than ours.” In the German army
this may come from overwork and poor tood, but with the French
their horse condition was splendid.

The Germans had two captive balloons at work —one of the or-

-
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dinary type, the othet of the elahgated pattern—nat a hjight of 400
metres, an officer working the elepbone to the detachment. The
French bad one ordinary ballogd. © But, apart from the moral effect,
the general opinion i that balldpns ure of comparatively little value
fave in the most fayorable atmospheric conditions; the oscillation
in the slightest wind] is tremerdous, and mistakes are easy unless
the country is thorol:ughly knowin. We have reserved to the end

the great question of thie discipline

the answer we have gbtained tof
in the two armies. In the German service it is perfecti—rigid, un-
8, works, and, for aught we can

bending. The officer lives, e11

gather to the contraty, sleeps, [tightly buttoned up, begloved, his
sword on, a picture of military frecision. He is forever saluting or
ease, no relaxation —is the officer.
enty-four hours through. Respect
art of the rank and file—love is
rd signs of it are never relaxed,
ich officer, on the other hand, is a
rument for parade, and he takes it
off the mbment he can, unhooks it when skirmishing or it it is in
hix way, rarely wears it in thg' street, and does not trouble much
about glgves. There is saluting, but it is more or less fittul, and
very different to the smart an(F‘ respecttul attitade of the German.
Itis also eary to see that it is miore or less grudgingly given. There
is probably much more rapprochement ou the part of ‘the French
soldier toward his officer than jn the German service. The differ-
ence in s¢cial rank is less markj d,’but it is accompanied not intre-
quently qy reply, observation ahd familiarity from the vanks. The
sergeants sometimes find it very difficult to maintain their position
and authority among privates, fhany of whom bave casy means and
are people of importance in their native districts. It ix also open
to question whether the presende of these, if of a leveling character,
does not give rise to some disgontent among their ordinary com-
rades, who think themselves plgced at a disadvantage in the matter
of food and duty, and to some.giktent the suspicion is possibly well
founded.”

But to thp credit of the whdle profession of arms it must be re-
corded that [none of the foreigh officers who attended the German
maneuvers, aind none ot those'lwho attended the great French as-
sembly, witessed any drunkenness or disorderly couduct on the
part of uny joldier.—Army and Navy Gazette.

and nothing but the @fficer, the
tor him there must be on the
another thing—andithe outw
omitted, or forgotten] The Fre¢
bon enfant. His swoid is an ins

. ATUSTRIAN CAVALRY.

The streggth of an Austriat| or Hungarian squadron of cavalry.
apart from npn-combatants, is nipeteen officers and non-chbmmissioned
officers and 330 men—that is altogether 149 sabers. The troops en-
gaged at thig autumn’s maneuvgrs were at their full pepce strength,
which is only one officer short ¢f their strength in time of war. At
the Kisczell}review, therefore,||there were present no fewer than

- 1
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10579 cavalry,  These. with the artillery teain and other services.
represent fully 12,000 horses on the tield] " There were also present
a total of 15,000 infantry, partly of the Line and partly Honveds.
The engagement between the two great hostile bodies of cavalry.
which it was supposed would take place at Zenta, really occurred in
the neighborhood of Kisczell. A wrong rdport of the place of battle
appears cither to have been given out on purposce, or alterations
were made in accordance with the marching and galloping capacity
of the troops.  For, to show the strictnesy of the svstem pursumi.
not even the name of the officer in command of the eastern forcee
wus known to that of the western half. or vice versa. before the ac-
tual encounter took place. the object being to prevent anv conclu-
sions being drawn as to the strength of the cnemy,  The fight took
place half way between Kisczell and Papoez. and is desceribed as the
most brillinnt atfaie imaginable. The battle. it was ultimately ruled
by the umpires, remained undecided - The Emperor, who rode his
tavorite chestnut mare, Quickstep, an English thoroughbred, went
over aoareat deal of ground, walloping trom one p:n:l to another,
until the = cease fire” was sounded.  His Majesty expressed great
sratification at the admirable condition in which he tound both
Lorses and men atter a long and exhausting march.  There were
scveral innovations introduced in the operations tor the first time.
Thus there were trinls of new quick-fiving guns carried on the backs
of two horses: then. again. the infantey, when quick marching, lett
behind them their koapsacks and greateoats, which were brought
on afterwards by light wagons:; but the principal thing was the
reconnoitering and rapid movements of the cavalry, and in this re-
spret the expected result was fully obtagned.  “After the review
2.200 horses and 3,100 men were entrained between the afternoon
and 6 o'clock next morning. whilst 10,000 horsemen started to ride
in different directions to their severul garrisons, R

© The operation of throwing troops across the river at Zenta.
which was performed in various Ways in the presence of the Em-
peror FrRaxcrs Josepr. on Saturday last, attorded a spectacle of much
interest, for not only were all the wsual methods of crossing em-
ployed. but several new inventions were also tried.  The troops
thus conveyed from the left tathe right bank of the Theiss consistey
of two regiments of hussars. one mountdd battery division with
twelve guns, and one battalion of engineers. The river at the spot
chosen for these experiments is about 630 feet wide, with a depth at
the center of about twelve feet.  An army between the Theiss and
the Danube was supposed to be on the retreat to Buda-Pesth and
pursued by another army marching by the Maros Valley to the river
Theiss. The two regiments of hussars, with detachments of in-
fantry and artillery, were first sent out in advance for the purpose
of' reconnoitering and then throwing a bridge over the river by
which the approaching army might pass ta the opposite bank of the
strecam. The other bank was supposed to be still held by small
bodies of the enemy, intent upon delaying the crossing of the pursu-

1y
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ing force, all the perlnal;nent bridgés being destroyed and all means
of transport taken away. :

Rapidity of action (being the primary aim, it was resolved to
bring over the two regiments of hpssars, the artillery, and the rest
of the force by provisional expedignts, and only after the position
on the right bank was secured, to lay down the bridge in the usual
way. Scouts swam ovér from bank to bank, exposed to the hostile
fire, and several spots were tried until the best was found. when the

different appliances, old and new,
boats, like those quite recently use

vere made use of. Light canvas
during the German manrcuvers,

were employed, but np bridge was formed of them with aid of
ployed, b 4

stakes and planks, as they were su
purpose. Water-tight haversacks of
which, when emptied of oats, were
and so forth, and they were so bou
Four such bags were, with the hel
a raft on which five mep could sit i
provided with a pole td steer, whil
On: each side the préparations tooH

pposed not to be available for thut
fthe ordinary size wereemployved.
cquickly filled with sfraw, hay.
d together as to be waterproot.
b of three sabers. combined into
h riding fashion. the figst of them
2 the horses were led swimming.
exuctly ecight minutek, and the

crossing eight minutes.; This, wit
dling and mounting, makes eight

) two minutes allowed for resad-
n minutes for five cavalry sol-

diers to ride'away fully equipped gn the opposite bank of the river.

Another batch tried the air-tight
the former, sik of theseibeing unity
laid over it, was steere«li as in the

flated bags, rather larger than
into a raft. This, with plankx
rmer case. Anotheraxperiment

was the formation ofiregular boatsjfor twelve or fourteen men with

arms from the haveraacks, stiffene
number of cavalry swdrds. Thes

with iron bars or by a sufficient
boats were also formed out of

cleven inflated air bags, and the gins were brought to the other side
by one available ponto¢n hangingipn a steel wire, and ¢rossing to

and fro. Another expdriment wud|sending over horses ih groups of

thirty:five or forty at ajtime. Th
by men swimming on jthe inflate
reached, when the' meh returned.
others already on the apposite ban
By all these different njeans the tv
and the infantry, were lall taken to
The opposite bank beirg now sup
over of a real bridge wps dispense
The Emperor then held a revi
of cavalry, together with infantry
these operations were ¢arried out
fewer than 20,000 Tugks were sl{
the Theiss and drowned, within t
ECGENE, who was then|only thirt
aud the troops had that event con
ing of a bridge over th¢ Theiss w
in the operations, and as the caval
that dismounted drag stormed
the protection of a brid’g . and thg

R

animals were led intg the water
gir bags until deep water wax
to shore, and the ho+es, seeing
k, swam over without |hesitation.
o hussar regiments, the artillery,
the other side within three hours.
sed 10 be secured, the throwing
with. . ‘ .
of fifteen and a half! squadrons
and artillery. The gpot where
ivas the same where in 1697 no
in and 10,000 more driven into
0 hours, by Ficld Marghal Prince
two years of age. The Emperor
antly in mind, since the throw-
then as now the turning point
y decided the battle in the way
the Turkish ramparts built for
t the riders, swimming over the

PROFESSIONAL NOTES. 311

river and making use of several sandbanks, snddenly appeared in
the rear and caused a panic in the ranks of the Turks, who at that
time were commanded by Muvstarna Il and his Grand Vizier. —
Army and Navy Gazette.

MILITARY OFFICERS: PAST. PRESENT AND FUTURE.

We may assume it 1o be axiomatic that the excellence. or other-
wise, of any army as a tighting machine—its proper vocation—
depends upon the excellence, or otherwise, of its officers.  The very
recent examples ot either aspect of this question, afforded during
the late Chino-Japanese War, furnish os with the most significant of
illustrations.  No one acquainted with the aptitudes and firmness of

- the rank and file of Chinese troops can dm!ht but that, when wel}

commanded —being also well armed and equipped —they are cal
culated to give a good account of themselves,  Of any intuitively
great commander in whom the promptest military sawacity, or coup
il is a0 gift of genius, it may certainly be said —mides naseitur non
fit: but. between even such a born leader and the ranks —in these
days of highly scientific resources, when the officers in every army
worthy of the name have become =0 much more cultivated than
hieretofore. it is unquestionably indispensable that the officers ot all
grades shonld be thoroughly imbued with general knowledge. and
technically trained in military science administration and evolutions.
Now, within the last thirty-five years, the organization. exercises
and general conditions of the service, in our own little army, have
undergone a complete revolution.  The fate; Prince Consort, who, no
doubt, derived a good deal of inspiration trom the Prussian model —
at that time the best concerted in Europe and in the world — was
amongst the first to point out the defects othour system, and to give
an impetus to improvements. whicli. although they shortly atter-
wards came to be taken up with zeal and earnestness by one atter
another of the more sagacious military minds, then met with but
scant encouragement. either from the profegsion or trom the succes-
sive state administrations.  But, thercupon. succeeded firstly, the
lamentable spectacle of our shortcomings in the Crimeu. to be shortly
afterwards accentuated by the Indian Mutiny. gradually leading us
up to what we may term the CarpwELL era.” To the Prinee Consort
we had become indebted for the institution of training camps. to
Lord CArDWELL for complete reconstitution of system, notably in
the preparation and appointment of officers, which, of vecessity,
passed on to improvements in the conditign and discipline of the
rank and file. Preparatory, soand and complete general education,
followed by competitive special examinations for the qualification of
-undidates for commissions, following the abolition of the purchase
system and selection through influence ang patronage, introduced
young officers of totally different cuitivation, aptitude. tastes and
habits into the service; in which, moreover; they were immediately
~ubjected to much more careful and complyte technical training in
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strictly military duties and exercisgs, whether in quarters or in the
field; whilst the training camps add annual maneuvers in combined
bodies—not mere regimental pnrjdes and drills — prepared them
for the necessary concerted tactigfal action in the movements of
troops in actual hostilities. It washo longer a jeunesse dorde. whether
of rank or wealth, exclusively, tlﬂF't supplied our army with regi.
mental officers, and who, many of them, treated or went through
their routine duties in a sort of ye -nay, perfunctory way, rather as
a borg than as a study, and everyll earnest occupation as_irksome:
but mostly young men of cultivated tastes and acquirements, with a
keen velish for their professional afld other intellectual and invigor-
ating athletic exercises. Such ardg{the men by whem out army is
officered now, as compared with tijose by whom it was offfcered be-
fore the CARDWELL era; and whetlir or not the svstem be ¢alculated
to incite military genius to brillianf strategy or tactics, or both. and
thus to bring about such master-strdkes as Plassey. Assaye, Waterloo,
Meednee, Sobraon, Sadowa or Sedalfi. and o forth, it is calqulated to
furnish the essentinl components fjp detail of armies uppn which
great commanders can implicitly Fely to accomplish suchi achicve-
ments; and what is equally imporfant, it contains withinl itself all
~the clements of progressive improfement.
There is also another point des
ence to the higher genleral, as w
education of officers, and it iz ti
popular education has developed —
—a whole class of men! themselvy sufficiently instructed|to be in-
telligent observers, if not critics, df the capacities or the jncompe-
tence of their officers —#o that thelldue authority of the latter over
their men, and the respe¢t and estedin — promoting confiden¢e. which
is everything— which they inspitg in their men. and upan which
good discipline and consequent efficiency chiefly depend, ¢an only
be assured by officers whose supfirior qualifications are munifest.
For the like reason it is that mafy of the antiquated evplutions,
drills, regulations, and sb forth, ha¥e been swept away, as pot only
wearisome, but even embarrassing;jand the technicalities of the ser-
vice throughout have bekn renderdd more consistent with {he apti-
tudes of officers whose keener intell{izence has been exaited y better
culture and more atilitanian trainingr; whilst the habits and [pursuits
of officers—in proportion with a Higher tone of tastes—and their
deyotion of leisure either to healthyl sports and pastimes, or {o pleas-
urably usetul studies, have been pirified of the pernicious mixture
of blank, languid sloth; vicious indulgence. and other fHractices
which used, formerly, td be resortdfl to for the relief of ennui—in
India especially —and which t6o offen culminated in the utrer ruin
of many and many a sukultern.‘ The frightful amount of reckless
gambling svhichyused to be the prefiuiling recourse —to makke away
with weary, vachot leisure, but toq frequently resulted in the most
discreditable expedients zr artificesiito obtain money required to dis-
charge so-called “debts of honor”||arising out of “blind-hpokey.”

% ¥
'\ting of consideration wWith refer-
I as the more carctul gechnical
s: the progress of compulsory
mongst those who fill ghe ranks
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ete.—has. to say the leaxt, become quite éxceptional.  Whereas, such
were the leisure pursuits, heretofore, of a large proportion amongst
the cabaltern officers of marching regiments and of crack corps of
cavalry; that is, amongst young ofticers whose antecedent cultiva-
tion and associations had rendered their repertory of rational recre-
ation a blank.  Amongst officers who had worked out their positions,
whether at Sandhurst or Woolwich—that is, who had acquired a
taste for the study of their profession (as large numbers of” officers
under the new regime have done ) —in the course of their untcced.ent
education, or who had enriched their minds to qualify for the scien-
tific branches of the service, the failings in question were ravely. if
ever, noticeable; and, lutterly, they have almost disappeared from
messes and from officers’ quarters. On the other bhund. it would, we
believe, be incorrect to affirm that young officers now are less extrav-
agant in other respects than they ﬂn-nm-l'ly \\'L'I‘L‘.'..(Hl tl_nc contrary.
indecd. the spivit of ostentation, which is a prevailing vice tlu'(‘)ugh-
out latter-day society. i~ transported with them. by voung officers,
into the service. in competifion with cach otlier. It may be inter-
esting, however, to scan a more remote retraspect 'of our militury
history, because, with all one’s admiration tor superior culture. one
cannot deny that British soldiers accomplished such great victories
as those of the Netherlands. under MaRLBoOROUGU. when many officers
were little, if at all, better clducated than any illiterate country boors
of fifty vears ago, and when we had no standing army. and our forces
consisted of a mere militia.  And as our standing army dates back
only to WALPOLE'S time—-=ay. little more than a century betore the
CaRpWELL era—and during that time we hive held our own ina
gradually expanding Empire. and throughout protracted wars and
many a critical campaign, whereas we have had ho :uh‘-quuto oppor-
tunity of testing the superiority and the efficiency of our new (or
sm-nn'd) period and system of military organization and training of
officers, we are not quite justified in assuming that we have n'c(uull.\'
enhanced our prospects of victory in case of serious conflict. It
must be admitted that, in most cases in which our arms have been
triumphant, the secret of such triumphs has to be.son_(._'hl in t‘hc
peculiar Anglo-8axon pluck and persistence which inspire Bl'l.lls‘.h
soldiers with a predetermined certainty of sutcess. a characteristic
which was well expressed by NaroLkos at Waterloo, when he petu-
lently exclaimed, - Confound those Englisht They don’t know when
they are beaten.” It is very well to instruct a young officer how to
pm’vide for all the emergencies of camp lite, '.\s;\\'el} a3 ix.x \"iﬂc shoot-
ing, outpost duties, reconnaizsances, }he vonstruction ot field \\'or‘ks
(or entrenchments): but all that will not 'neccssunl_\' endow him
with the verve of preassured victory. .The difference was I:u.-ou!call_v
and forcibly put by Lord LAwRENCE when he spmewhat sarcastically
addressed the general in commaund, near Delbi, who w:ls.cn.lr«_mchlng
hix camp instead of hastening to the as=ault, in the brief dnspalcl},
«Clubs are trumps, not spades ! With all lln%‘se reservations, ho“.-
ever, the fact still remains that, given equality of natural intelli-
wence, the young officer who has first been ‘thoroughly well and
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diversely instructed at lschool, whb hax next had all his technical
military duties and exercises cardfully inculcated after joiping his
regiment, and who has, lastly, be well familiarized with |life and
movements in the field, in a campjjof instruction and periodical ma-
neuvers of collective forces, will bfave acquired more of the lcapacity
to make a good regimental officer, alhd, afterwards, a good commander,
than onlwho has not had the bengfit of such advantages; gnd now,

as latter]ly and henceforward. it ligs been rendered obligatary upou
every officer that he shall be fangiliar with all such acquifements,
experiences and tests of his intelligence. practical knowledge, skill
and endurance.— Admiralty and rse (Fuards Gazette.

A RECORD OF EXPERIENCE
CASE AT THE INFANTRY

The field or cavalry'sketchingpase. as it is familiarly called. is a
device for use mounted .whereby af intelligible sketch of a foad und
adjoining country may be quickly made. The original pase wax
but an adaptation of an old style plane table with its rollery for car-
rying the paper; from this originilit has developed somewhat until
now, as made at Frankfort arsenall, it appears nearly in the torm
shown in cut.* . |

ITH THE FIELD SKETCHING
AND CAVALRY SCHOOL.

The sketching case is intended|merely as an aid in certain varie-
ties of rapid work,and is seldom uped where time and more accurate
means are available. | i

There is no question but what the exact instruments would be
used in military map making if tilne and circumstances permitted,
but in making a rapid reconnaifsance with report ot the route
traversed it is very evident that instruments must either be entirely
dispensed with or be o§ the sim lest character. Any one, with a

[l
*The new regulatiouns, par. wi’, require the Engineering Department ( corps of engineers)
%o furnish sketching cases, and itis understood 't.hu bids for them are now being {nvited.
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little technical knowledge, accurate instruments and plenty of time,
can make a fairly exact survey, but the difficulties begin to multiply
as soon as the time becomes shorter and instruments fewer.

To be at all successful with the sketching case one must be per-
fectly familiar with the construction of scales, with the principles
of contouring and with plane table traversing.

To be skillful he must be a zood judge of distances, slopes and
heights and at the same time cultivate what is called a good cve
for country.” that is, be able to see and appreciate the fact that he
i3 passing a watershed, a vallgy or a good defensive position, ax well
as being able to take in the general teatures of the entire plot.

To illustrate a use—ef the cavalry sketching case, suppose, for
example, a division of our a}'m_v. aay 8,000 men, is approachiug
Fort Leavenworth from the east, and when two days march distant
word is brought to the division commander that a slightly superior
force of the enemy is approaching from the west but is still three
days’ march distant from the post.  Our division commander knows
nothing of the topography around Fort Leavenworth except what
the county maps give and his orders are to hold the place at all

hazards.  He at once sends forward certain officers (this detail may

i1l to any lieutenant) to recounnoiter, sketch and report upon the
country lving to the westward of Fort Leavenworth. with a view to
defending the post. The command being still two days" march to
the east, the officers detailed for the reconnaissance ride through in
a day. so that when the work commences our army is but a day’s
march to the east. Arricing at the post the senior officer of' the
detail carefully studies such maps as he may have and obtains all
other information available; he then assigns an approximately
equal share of work to each so as to cover us much ot the country
as his judgment tells him is necessary.

To be of any avail the report must be made to the division com-
mander on his arrival that- evening. so that dispositions for defense
may be made at once. The sketching case is' the only practical
means of solving the problem. The field work, in so far as bear-
ings, distances and outlines are concerned, being done mounted,
while the finishing of the sketches is done in colored pencils atter
returning to the post. Defensive positions must be located and
sketched, together with all roads within a radius of six or eight
miles; the usual report. whether of a road or of a defensive posi-
tion. being attached to the map. :

The problem outlined above was solved by a class of student
officers at the Infantry and Cavalry School. Itinvolved the sketch-
ing of three positions, each about a mile in length, and four roads,
varying in length from five to ten miles. These sketches, covering
fifteen square miles of country, were completed within seven bours,
and wmost of them were sufficiently accurate t¢o have enabled the
supposed division commander to have moved intelligently on the
various roads, to have placed outposts at the proper points, and to
have secured the best defensive positions during the night.
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Thus far the two lonigest road gketches completed in oneday (nine
hougs) by a class of forty officers were of eighteen and nineteen
milep respectively, the [latter invplving a ride of twenty-four miles.
The |best twelve of thepe latter had an average error in distance of
bdt P10 yards, and in ;irection less than three degrecs.
Of 328 road sketches made vﬁith the sketching case (all in fact
for Wwhich accurate data is at hand) there is found to be an average
errot in distance of seventy-five iyards per mile, thus showing the
unif¢rmity in the gait pt the average horse. The bicyelen as a dis-
tancp measurer, far surpasses the horse in accuracy, but it has other
dravtbacks to which the horse isinot liable; for instance, the metal
affects the compass; stopping anlinstant to sketch or make notes is
impgssible without dismounting; leaving the road to get a view
from an adjacent hill is out of the question, except on fbot: muil
and plso a frozen, lumpy road arg abominations; the point ot view
is passibly four feet lower than from the back of a hors¢ (not an
unimportant consideration); and finally. the rider must iwork his
own passage. A nervous, excita Me horse is, however, almost use-
less for this work, so that there are disadvantages in both :imeans of’
locomotion. ' 1

As to scale, the simplest is the walk. conuting alternate steps:
the .most accurate has been found to be the trot, although a time
Reale (with stop watceh) of walks or trots hias been used by several.
with excellent results, ‘i w. D B.

«
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BOOK NOTICES AND EXCHANGES.

Tue DecLiNe aNp Facr or Naroreox, By Lord Wolseley.

Thix book scems to have been written as a popular account of
the campaigns of 13153-14-15. without the close apalysis and caveful
attention to detail that would give it a military value, such as we
would expect from one with the literary and soldierly reputation of
the author. i

It must be confessed that the general tone ofiEnglish books on
this subject is not free trom prejudice.  They laud the acts of Wel.
lington and they even praise the subordinates of Nupoleon when-
ever it is possible to make it appear that the former were vight and
that the master was wrong.  The author aceepts these statements
rather sparingly, and with great candor acknowledges that it was
only by good fortune that the British army saved itselt from deteat
at Waterloo. )

Sonie inconsistencies might have been avoided by o more careful
reading of Ropes, for although the author pays a high compliment
to that writer, we are somegimes forced to stfspﬂ(‘t that he has not
read the American work.  For instance. it is reasonably s~ure that
Wellington and Blucher had no mutual understanding as to the
plan of campaign in 1815, as stated. It is strange that anyone who
has read Ropes should expose himself to the merciless showing up
that is made of those crities who speak of the Waterloo reminis-
cences of Wellington as full of « mistakes.” while those of Napoleon
are called “untruths "—the tormer having every chance to get cor-
rect data. and the latter a prisoner with wothing. In placing the
blame for the failure of" the britliant plans of N:;l)(ﬁlx-0|n in his laxst
campaigns upon the physical deteriovation of the man, weare given
a familiar theory which those who have read the proof do not often
aceept. A hasty examination of Baron Lurrey’s Memoirs and those
ot the valet of Napoleon does not seem to add to pur knowledge on
this p9il)t. How can a miiitary critic. with the Bertrand order be-
fore him, not to speak of Ropes’ resistldss logic, make such a state-
ment as that Grouchy would have disobeyed his orders by jgining
Nupoleon by the bridge of Menstier? The military reader. Who is
able 1o explain these views of the distinguished anthor by thg nat-

ervr - -
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ural excuse of a fair difference t&f opinion, will be still mol‘e puzzled
when he finds Desaix mentioned, as one of the leaders off the Rux-
siah invasion. ‘ \

he book is marred by capeless editing, such as the map of
W:iterloo reversed, incorrect spglling of proper names, ad < Pirck”
for i Pirche,” ¢ Flenraa’ for ¢ Fleurus,” * Mouster” for « Moustier.”
and the odd spelling of Lewis ag the name of a King of Krance.
[Praise of Ziethen for his dgfense of the Sambre is komewhat
weakened by the critidism that he should have destroyed the bridges
bef¢re retiring. Really that achfevement seems to be a pooy example
of the action of a delaying forcey compared with the performance ot
maby otbersjin a later day, as for instauce that of Licutenant-Col.
one] von Pestel At Saarbriicken| or others during our own war.
t must be confessed that mapy good authorities justify the state-
nregt that the French troops at [Waterloo were excellent, while those
ellington and Blucher wefe poor. The proofs of these ~tate-
meijts are not entirely satisfactdry. We know that the davalry at
was destroyed in the Russian invasion; Lord Wolseley ex-
ly states that it was poor ip 1814,and Napoleon said the same.
and} it is known that the greatest difficulty obtained taward the
lastjin France in supplying horges for the army. How then could
the [cavalry of Napoldon blossom out in a few months sof uas to be
¢allpd + magnificent?” In my humble opinion, the great v{ctories of
the jlast threc years of his caredr were made ineffective apd barren

of desult because of inecfficient [cavalry. That was why| Bautzen.
Dregden and Ligny wére not rgnked among his greatestivictories.

and} that was why he was finally overwhelmed, - S S

Gugravus AporLpuus. By Lieptenant-Colonel Theodore] Ayrault
Dodge, U. S. A. Houghton, Mifflin & Co.. Bostor, 1595.

- ilitary students will be grpteful to Colonel Dodge fgr this ex-
cellent work. It is the fourtly volume of the «“Great Cuptains”
serips, and is not merély an excellent biography of the Grgat Swede.
butlis a comprehensive history of the Art of War from ils revival
aftef the Middle Ages'to the close of the War of the Spanish Succes-
sio

g - |
Among the many great military leaders who have catved their
names in history, the preéminent generals who displayed o mastery
of the science of war, are so few that they can almost be counted
upon the fingers of ¢ single Hand. According to Colo el Dodge
they are Alexander, Haunnibal, Ceesar, Gustavus, Frederick, and Na-
poleon. It may, perRaps, be well claimed that Epamingndas, it
father of gereralship,|is entitled to a place in the list, angl that the
names of Marlborough and Prince Eugene should not be| omitted;:
but there can be noqgoubt as t¢ the rightful claim of thpse whom
Colonel Dodge selectsfto the title of Great Captains.

Of the great captains mentiohed none, perhaps, placed the stamp
of’ his zenius so plain%’ on every branch and feature of military art

i

I : !
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as Gustavus did.  The infuntry. which he found (~umhcx'.\‘mnl and
unskillful, became under him mobile, flexible. and an engite of
mighty power. Iustead of retaining the old *battles.” thimy or
torty ranks deep. he reduced his intantry to three ranks, lightened the
muskat so that it could be fired without a rest.introduced the paper
cartridge, organized companies and regiments, and, in briet, gave
the infantry an enormous advance in its two great essentials of
mobility and fire action.  The cavalry no longer depended upen its
feeble fire action with its primitive pistols, but was taught by him
to charge home with the saber, and to overthrow the cnemy by the
force bf its shock. The artillery was lightened, its (’llll]l)(}lf'olllé
inertia was changed to mobility, and the invention ot fixed ammuni-
tion enabled it to fire ¢ight shots where the intantry could fire but
six. A corps of sappers und miners was organized. and every; man
of the army was trained in the construction ot field fortificagions.
The army was ¢lad in uniform clothing, and wonderfully disciplined.
Unlike the hordes of leentious rutfians who composed the agmies
of his opponents, who subxisted on plunder. who converted the
theater of war into a helll and who violated every commandphient
ot God and all the laws of mau. except a few military regulagions,
the soldiers of Gustavus were essentially an army of good merals,
Divine service was held regularly. loose women were forbiddpn to

accompany the army, and Inst. though by no means least. thq pay
of the army. though small. was certain and regular.
It is pleasing to read of a champion coming to the relict of the

unfortunate, and by the force of his valor and ability overthrowing
a great enemy in the moment ot his triumph.  Whether it be the
fubled succor of Andromeda by Perscus, the arrival of the fleet of
Gylippus in the harbor of Syracuse, or the timely appearance ot the
Monitor in Hampton Rouds, the narrative always gives a thrill of
sutisfaction to the reader: and nothing in history is more dramatic
than the coming of Gustayus to the relief of Protestant Germany,
lving bleeding and prostrate at the feet of Tilly and Wallenstein,
The Snow King,” the Imperialists declared, » will soon melt away ;"
but Leipsic and Litzen soon showed that the melting was on the
part of his foes. No general of the Imperialists was a match for
the Great Swede.  Tilly, a brutal. Blucher-like man, who replied to
the remonstrances against the licentious erimes of his men that his
soldiers were not nuns, was u good. sturdy tighter, but, as Colonel
Dodge well says; »he suffered from strategic myopia.”  Wallen-
stein, the mysterious astrologer. dark, unprincipled, popularly sup-
posed to be in league with the Devil, possesaing great military
merit, forceful in character, and wiclding bouudless influence over
his army of cut-throats and blackguards, was neither the equal of
Gustavus as 4 strategist nor as a tactician.  Gustavus, in fact, was
the first general of modern times to appreciate the principles of
strategy, and his two great victories ot Breitenteld (Leipsic) and
Latzen gave evidence of his consummate tactical skill.  As a states-
man he was as great as he was in arms. No general more clearly
understood the influence of political considerations on military




—~

320 BOOK NOTICES AND EXCHANGES.

|
operations, and to the censure that was passed upon him in some
quarters for his failure to march to- the relief of Magdeburg when

that ughappy city was besieged by Tilly, Colonel Dodge well replies
in the following words: :

“ Putting aside politics —in this jease John George with his 40,000 men - -
the military problem could be readjly solved. Three or four stout marches
by way of Dessau, the destruction (there of Tilly’s force, the building of a
bridge-head to preserve his line, and the summary attack of the enemy
hesieging Magdeburg, were among the“possibilities. But if we assume that
Gustavus’ duty was merely a military one, and that he was bound to disregard
all political complications, we can scarcely imagine his pushing fir into the
tangled network before him. All great soldiers have succeeded because they
mage politics subserve their military scheme; and so did the Swedish
monarch. We may imagine the bald and rapid advance which some his-
torians have told us it was his duty to make, to redeem his pledgeito Magde-
burg; we may picture its success; but we shall have created a *)a ber catl-
paign, and a paper hero; we shall not have depicted the Gustavus!who saved
the Reformation in Germany, and who was the father of meodern war.
Giustavue was not great because he was either cautious or bold; he was great
because he knew when to be cautious and when to bebold.” :

The great battle of Liitzen brought to Gustavus both triuniph
and death; and in such fear was he held by his enemies that, not-
withstanding .the rout/of the Imperialist army, the loss oflits entire
artillery, the possession of the field by the Swedes, aud the retreat
of Walledstein into Bohemia, the result of the battle was sptficiently
pleasing to the Emperor to cause him to order a Te Depm to be
sung in all bis churches. : |

A to the character of Gustavus, nothing can be moreiclear and

b

satisfactory than the words of Colonel Dodge: i

“To an uncommon breadth of intellect Gustavus joined the well-poised
knowledge of the apt schalar and the iron will of the true soldier. | Onee con-
vinced that he was right nothing coadd bar the execution of hix project. He
was of a quick, sensitive — one might say touchy —habit, coupledj as is rare,
to a deep feeling for right, truth and religion.” His quick tempger was but
superficial ; at heart he was kindly, charitable and patient. His| piety was
honest, outwardly and inwardly, and' impelled him to fair dealing and up-
rightness. Religion was pever a cloak. He read daily and at lepgth in his
Bible, and prayed as opemly and unrlreservedly as he spoke. He was fond of
reading, well acquainted with the classics, and studied keenly the works of
Hugo Grotius. He once, however, sgid that had Grotius himself h{‘en a conm-
manding general he would have seen that many of his precepts cquld not be
carried out.

“Gustavus spoke eloquently, and wrote easily, and with a certain dircet-
ness, which in itself is the best stvie ffor a clear thinker. His hymyns are still
sung among the country fplk of Sweden with the fervor in which [the people
shrine his memory. !

“ Condescending, kind and geneftous, Gustavus was often splepdid in his
rewards for bravery and njerit. Whadn, in his vouth, the later FieJd-Marchal
Ake Tott performed some iact of signgl gallantry, the king thanked him before
the whole forces paraded under armsjennobled him on the spot, agd with his
own hands hung his sword upon hi But Gustavus was equallyl summary
and.severe. Once, on co Ylaint being made of marauding by Swedish sol-
diers, the king assembled all his officers and severely held them toltask; then
going into the camp and, seeing a stolen cow in front of the teng of a petty
officer, he seized the man by the hairand handed him over to the executioner.
‘Co here, my son,’ said| he; ‘better that I punish thee than that God, for
thy ain, visit vengeunce on me and the whole army.’

!
!
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“While singularly quick tempered, Gustavus was eager to undo a wrony
he might commit. ‘I bear my subjects’ errors with paticnce,’ he said, *buat
they too must put up with my quick speech.” He condescended often, at
times too much, but no one was ever known to take advantage of his affability.
Every one in his presence felt the subtle influence of greatness; his meed was
the hearty respect of all who approached him.

- ] 2

“Except Alexander, no great captain showed the true love of battle as it
burned in the breast of Gustavus Adolphus. Such was his own contempt oi
death that his army could not but tight. When the king was ready at any
moment to lay down hix life for victory, how should not the rank and file
sustain him? ~ With such a leader a defeat like Tilly's at Breitenfeld, or Wal-
lenstein’s at Liitzen, was not possible. Nor was his courage a mere physical
quality; his moral and intellectual courage equaled it Hannibal’s march
into Italy was but one grade bolder than Gustavus' into Germany; Cwsar's
attack at Zela wias no more reckless, if less matured, than Gustavus’ at the
Lech.”

If space permitted. the temptation to review Colonel Dodwe’s
desceription of the campaigns ot Cromwell, Turenne, Conde, Muarl-
borough, and Eugene, would be irvesistible.  Ruffice it to say that
his descriptions are accurate, bis comments able, and his conclusions
sound. Exception, may, perhaps, be justly taken to his estimate of
the relative merits of Marlborough and Eugene, and not all military
students will agree with him in the stight esteem in which he holds
the great march of the former from the Low Countries to the Upper
Duanube, which resulted in the junction of his tforces with those of
Eugene and led to the decisive victory ot Blenheim.

In conclusion, it must be said that Colonel Dodge’s book is thor-
oughly good. and is worthy of a place among the best military and

historical works. ARTHUR L. WAGNER.

Tue VirGisia CaMPAIGN oF 1362 UNDER GENERAL PoPE.
Thix is the title of the valuable collection of papers read before

the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, relating to special
phases of the Civil War indicated in the title. It comes as a wift to
the Cavalry Association, from the society. whose good work in col-
lecting and publishing such papers should be appreciated by all stu-
dents of military history. It is such books as this that will guide
the student and give many side lights not found in the cold but in-
valuable records of the Rebellion.

The work is edited by Theodore F. Dwight, aud contains the
following: 1. General Halleck's Administration, 1862, by General
Namuel M. Quincey, U. 8. V.; 2. The Campaign of General Pope in
Virginia (first part), by Colonel Charles P. Horton, U. 8. V,; 3.
The same (second part), by John C. Ropes, Esq.; 4. The same
(third Hart), by John C. Ropes, Esq.; 5. The Twenty-Seventh Day of
Adgusts 1862, by General George H. Gordon, U.S. V,; 6. The Battile
of Chantilly, and a Revisit to the Field, by General Charles F. Wal-
cett, U. 8. V,; 7. Stren%h of the Forces Under Pope and Lee, by
Colonel William Allen, . S. A.; 8. The Case of Fitz-John Porter.
by General Stephen M. Weld, U. $. V; 9. The Conduct of"@eneral
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McClellan at Alexandria in August, 1862, by Colonel Franklin Hu-
ven, Jr.; 10. The same subject, by General Stephen M. Weld, U. =
V.; 11. Review of the Reports of Colonel Hanen and General Weld,
by Colonel Theodore Lman, U. 8. V.; 12. The Conduct of Gener-
als McClellan and Halleck in August, 1862; and the Case of Fitz-
John Porter, by.Colonel Thomas L. Livermore, . U. 8. V.; 13. The
Heariag in the Case of Fitz-John ,Porter, by John C. Ropes, Exq.:
14. The Battle of Cedar Mountain, August 9, 1362, by General
George~L. Andrews.

e
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MiLiTARY LETTERS AND Essays. "By Captain F. N Maude, R. E.
Hudsou-Kimberly Publishing Co., Kansas City, Mo.

This is the first vdlume of the International Series, which is
edited by Captain Wagner. Captain Maude has long been justly
celebrated for his descriptions of British and Earopean troops, espe-
cially those relating to the practicgl work in the tield.  The volume
now issued contains the cream of hjis letters and essay=, and through
them a fair estimate may be madd|of the spirit of different armices,
the method of training in usc injeach, and the degree of efficiency
they may be expected to develop ¢n active service.

Captain Maude correctly suysi: sArmament and skill on the

" part of leaders being equal, victor)
ments conceivable in weapons, wi
disciplined troopx, and by disciplin
is measured by the endurance of
due regard, of course, to circums
ployment under which the losses

In one of the essays on Ger
Maude says: ¢ Think what migh
decided superiority in material,

t, under all conditions of improve-
I ultimately remain with the best
e I understand that quality which
o8s by troops under fire. having
ances of time, ground, and cem-
ere inflicted.”

an Cavalry Maneuvers Capuain
we not accomplish with our very
th of horse and man, if only we

could condescend to step out of odlr shells of insular prejudice and
adopt a system which is not by aiy means only German, but which
may be said to obtain in the copduct of every civilized business
thronghout the world except in o@r army, viz: the decentralization

of authority, and the giving to ¢
full power to make the most of |
under him.” To know that thi
regular army of the United Stat
any officer in conversation on the

It the volumes to follow contai

ble reading as the first one,thero
of the International series. i

CaTecHISM OF OurtposT DuTty. V

lishing Co., Kansas City,

The success which attended th
book, ¢ The Service of Security a
to prepare the present little volu

ery man according to bis rank

what is in him and in the men
opinion is very general in the

8 it is necessary only to engage
bject. :

as much interesting aud profita-

an be no doubt as to the success

guer. Hudson-Kimberly Pub-
ublication of Captain Wagner's

Information,” has induced him
e, which is an abridgment of the
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lnewer book.,  The scheme ot the Catechism, as it name indicates,
is to present to the student the whole subject of outpost duty —ijn-
cluding advance and r carguards —in. the torm of questions and au-
swers, [t will prove especially valuable to officers preparing tor
examination for promotion, and is also exceedingly well adapted
tor instruction of non-commissioned otficers. W, H. C.
Carrany KiNg's Books,

The libravy of the Cavalry Association has received from time
to time books trom the pen ot Captain King.  They luffe not been
reviewed in detail. perhaps. because the numerous editors have
thought that King. being one of ~ours.” needed no encomiums at
the hands of brother officers. It is not practicable. at this time. to
pass in review all that has been done for the army by this author,
but a tew words will not come amiss in a journal devoted to the in-
terests ot the cavalry. which has borne such a prominent part in
many ot his books.

Criticisms are sure to tollow whenever anyone attempts to write
about things we are all tamiliar with, but trom the day when the
»Colonel’s Daughter™ appeared in our midst, till now, no one has
rendered such service to the army as Captain King,

He has had the American people tor his audience. and betore this
great court ot public opinion he has mude his argument. No writer
before him has ever appealed =o succassfully. tor he has laid bare
the lives of the present military generation, with only such exag-
geration as appeared necessury to complete hix stories and cunse
them to be read.  We can readily forgive him tor introducing some
characters a trifle unfamiliar to us, for no one can peruse his books
without learning to love our regulars on the frontier. and to ~ec
that, above all their laughable oddities, rivalries and occasional
displays of unkind traitg, there vises into prominence the fact that
no other life in America developed or contained morve of true senti-
ment, manly heroism and loyal triendships than that led h.\' ourarmy
in the West during the period of its isolation and while engaged in
incessant Indian warfare.

In his stories of military life Captain King ranks secomt to
none, and it is hard to read his books without feeling stirred by
emotions which scem to rise only in the perusal of probable stories
ot possible human beings. .

His stories are not all of the frontier. tor = Cadet Dayvs™ and
“ Between the Lines” prescat West Point and the Civil War period
in an unexampled way. But after all these years of successtul liter-
ary work, Charley King can well feel proud of the fact that he hay
no cause to blush for his first efforts. ¢ The Colonel’s Daughter,”
» Marion's Faith,” - Kitty's Conquest.” and mayv we not add ¢ The
Trials of a Staff Officer.” )

Tnat he deserves and has received the gratitude and good wishes
of his old comrades for giving them the means of whiling away
many otherwise monotonous hours in the perusal of his clever
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stories, goes without sayfing.  But|when we speak of the loud of in
difference, ignorance, sspicion apd malice regarding the regulars
which has been cleared pway trom American hmncs through the in-
strumentality of his ve satile pen, we may well congratulate our-
selves that so accomplished a swordsman turned his knm\l(‘(l"e of
us to so successtul and effective a lltol.u_\ account. Y

In the JouryaL of September B0th the article on the Sicge off
Chitral, by Licutenant Cj G. Stewart, R A should have been eredited
to the Journal of the Royal Artilleryy Institution.

' /o

R
i .
JourNarL ofF THE lovalL ARTILLERY INsTITUTION.

September, 1895: 1L Diary of Licutenant W, Swobey, ROH. AL
in the Peninsula (continued). 2. Eastern and Western Views of
Maountain Artillery, byiMajor Simpson. 3. Notes on German Ma-
neuvers, 1894, by Lolon I Turner, R.A. 4. Siege of Gibraltar, by
Brevet Lientenant-Coloiel Adye, R.A. 5 On Magazine Regulations
(translation). The Field Gun of the Future. by Captain Bethell.
R. A. October,1895: 1. Diary of Lieatenant Swobey (continued ).

Terrestrial Reﬁu(lioqz.md Mirage, by Licutenant Brown., 3. The

_\luller) in Chitral, by Uaptain anbelt 4. Considerations on Coust
Defense, by Colonel O° .\lln(;lum) 3. New Method of Setting the
Tives of Wheels, by Major Owen.| 6. The Ammunition Service of a
Fort, by Major Iohmon Novembgr: 1. Diary of Licutenant Swobey
(cuntlnued) Casualty Returps ot the German Artillery; Bat-
tles of Colomlev Mars Iiu Tour ajid Gravelotte. by Major Stoue, 3.
Adjusting Cllnometcr Planes of Ordnance. by Cuptain Donobue. 4.
Employment of Alllllct) in Cuba, by Licutenaut-Colonel Dalton.
5. Extracts from Old Olldcl Books R. A. Shieemus, by Captain Cum-
I“II)"’S

UNITED SERVICE. " ‘7 ¢
October: The [{J-rilmnt of Mounted Riflemen, by Lane, !.’

Chronicles of Caulm Ba*l acks, by Closson. The Maryland Line.
by Adea. 4. The Japanese Embroglio. 5. Our Frouticr Canals, by
Harman. 6. Slaving Laborers and the Hired Soldier, by Steward.
November, 1895 1. If Attacked. Could the United States Carry
On An Offensive War?, by Hamilton. 2. The Occupation of Fort
Sumpter and Hoisting the Old Flag April 14, 1365, by Jordan. 3.
Railway Batteries and Armored Trains, by Boxall. 4. A Contri-
bution to History, 1861+63, by Truman. 5. The English Officer, by
Knollnp. 6. The Ebb zind Fiow ot the Tide, by Parr.

PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE OF HISTOR\\'.

1. Benjamin Farly-Lachse. 2. Washington After the Revolu-
tion, by Baker. 3. In Lundy's Lpod, by Garrisou. 4. - Old Round
Church,” by Page. 5. Defenses f Philadelphia, by Ford. g. Jour-
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nal o A L Evans on Frigute - Constitution.” by Fvans 7. An-

thony Wavae, by Brooke, <. A Phil: viclphia Merchant 176=201, by

Brown. . Didian Ataies in Eastern Ponsyivania 1754, by Sehively,
.. X

Jovrrsan or e Minvrary Servicr Instirerion, November, 1895,

1. Can West Point be Made More Usetul? by Birkhimer, 2.0 Ex-

temded Oeder, by Fornanee. 30 Militwrey Education for the Masses,

by _K:m(z oo Avtillery Organization. by Besto 50 Military Reser-
vations, by Parke. The Bicvele for Military Uses. by Whitney.
7. Ammunition Packing Boxes, by Bemis = The Equine Toilet, Il.\'

Peary,

ProckEeEDINGS 0F THE UNITED STaTES NAaval [NsSTITUTE.

Battle ot the Yolu, by Marlile. The Petrol's Installation
Mantchuria During the War B«t\\'w-n China and Japan, by Rargent.
4 Pressure of Smokeless Powder Gases iy the Bore of Guus. by
Zabondski. 5. The Disuppenrving Gun Moat, by Halison, .

1. Inereasing the Efficiency of Oxn New Ships, by Baxter, 2

Tur Maine Brare.

. ~ . . « . “ .. .
b [ncidentsin Vieginia. ete, by Serecant Fales. 20 With Slevi-

dan in Lee's Last Campaign ¢ continued oo by Colonel Newhadl 3
A Pennsylvania War Tocidenc by Rea. 4 Stonewail Jackson, by
Major Thaxter
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