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30 May 1945.

Subject: Report of Action No. 1, Month of August 1944,
To : Commanding General, 5th Armored Division,
APO No 255, U. S. Ammy.

Attached hereto is revised Report of Action against the enemy No. 1,

month of August 1944,

For the Commanding General:

"NRY P. HALSELL,
Captain, C. E.,
S-3 Air.

319.1 GMMNJG lst Ind.

(30 May 45)
HEADQUARTZRS 5T ARORED DIVISICKN, APO No 255, Ue Se Army, 16 June 1945,
THRU: Commanding General, XXI Corps, APO o 101, Ue S Arnmy.

TO : The Adjutent General, Washinzton, D. Ce.




31h. 7 AG 2d Ind, /vdn
HQ XXI CORPS, APC 101, U. S. Army, 17 June 1945,

TO: Commanding General, Seventh Army, APO 758, U, S. Army.

Forwarded herewith is revised after action report of the Combat Command ™",
5th Armored Division for the month of August 194},

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:
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AUGUST 1944,

1. CAMPAIGN = Normandy and Northern PFrance,

2o COMMANDERS,
Combat Command A, 5th Armd Div Brig Gen Rugens A, Regnier, 08295, usa,

Hq & Hq Co Combat Command A ~ Captain Karl W. Roth » 01010340, Inf,

34 T Bn = Lt Col Thomas B, Bartel, 022019, Cav (1-13 Aug);
Major Glen L Foots, 0450438, Cav (13-31 Aug).

46 Armd Inf B - Major Wm. H. Burton, 0366028, Inf (1e21 Aug);(27-31 Aug);
Lt Col Scott Ms Case, 023121, Cav (21 Aug) ;
Lt Col Renneth P. Gilson, 0359160, Inf (21427 Aug).
47 Arad Field Arty Bn = Lt Col John Bs Rosenzweig, 02/,6291, Fa.
A Co, 22nd Armd Engr Dn - Captain Joseph F. McCann, 0456339, CE.
A Co, 75th Med Bn = Captain Sanford M, Langsom, O=-42L470, MO,
400 Armd Field Arty Bn « Lt Col John R, McLean, 023140, FA.
3+ LOSSES IN ACTION ~ See Annexes 1, 2 and 3.
4o ESTIMATED ENEMY LOSSES - See Annexes J and 6.
5¢ NARRATIVE.
I. NEHOU ~ VITRE.
~ CCA, 5th Armored Division, assigned to the Third U. S. Army and attached
to XX Corps, landed at Utah Beach and was assembled in bivouac in the vicinity

of St. Sauveur Le Vicompte during the period 26=31 July 1944,

At 0840, 1 August 1944, a warning order was receivéd from division to be
prepared for movement south to the vicinity of La Feuillie and that CCA, with
47th Armored Field Artillery Bn attached for movement, would follow the 85th Cav
Ren Sqe  Information was received by liaison that the division had been attached
to XV Corps at 0935, At 1340 a Message was received from division that the 85th
Cav Ren Sq would move at 1800, The move was started at 1810, 1 August ,» and
.
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completed by 0820, 2 Augusts Difficulty was experienced in marching over

%3

unreconnoitered secondary roads.

At 1155, 2 August, the Commanding General was called to Division Head-
quarters to receive orders. The Division Commander issued an orsl order as

follows: "The mission of the division is to move south without stopping, cross

‘the See ani Selune Rivers, assemble south of Selune River, seize the town of Fougeres
and reconnoiter vicinity of St, James, St. Martia and St. George for further

actions The 85th Cav Ren Sq will move out to -econnoiter the division zone

without delay. The divisicn will move in two columns. CCA, followed by Div Hg

and division troops on the west; CCB, followed by CCR on the east."

At 1550, 2 August, CCA moveu out and by 0630, 3 August, had arrived in
the assigned assembly position one mile north of St. Georges. Great traffic
difficulties were experisnced all during the march because of the cross traffic
of troops of the XX Corps, moving east into the First Army sone. The CCA column
was cut and held up many times, to beagain put under way by officers of the
command who were continually patrolling the coiumn to regulate traffic and pick
up vehicles which had become intermingled with columns of other units.

Because of traffic difficulties the distance between CCA and Div Hq
became so great that C¥ radio comminication was lost early in the march and
not reestablished until 12,5, 3 August 1944, Messages were sent to division by
messenger while out of radio contact. A s N

At 1335 a radio message was received ordering CCA to amait further orders
in place. At 1750 the Commanding General visited the CP of the 79th Infantry
Division to the south to obtain information of the general tactical situation.

At 2010, 3 August, the Division Commander visited the Commanding General
at the CCA CP to inform him that the division had received orders at 0320 to halt

its movenent and clear the roads. He further stated that he had received orders
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that the 5th Armered Divisien was in Corps reserve watil further erders.

The 79th Infeatry Divielen esptured Pewgerss early 3 Angust.

hrlykw, mth@hmrma”niu of its
trains te provide a pertien of the trueks needed te meterise elements of the
T9th aad 90th Infantry Divisiems. At 2300 a waraing omr.m received frea
divisien te be prepared fer mevement early 5 August,

At 0900, 5 August, mmmunmmmvm-cpto
Teseive erders. The Divisien Cemmander stated that all previeus missiens of
the XV Cerps had been cancelled and a new missien assigned. The new ocerps
missien was te secure cressings ef the Mayenns River frea Laval te Mayenne.
The missien of the 5th Armered Divisien was te maintain a pesitien echelened
te the right and rear ef the 79th Infantry Divisien prepared (1) te suppert
the attack of the assaulting divisiens, (2), te extend the frent te Chateau-

Geatder, (3) te axtend the cerps frent as far seuth as Angers.
At 1400, 5 August, CCA reeeived erders te meve te an assembly area nerth
and west of Vitre. At 1600 the celumn meved eut by a reute west of Feugeres.
One plateen of engineers and ene Plateen of infantry were sent te secure twe
bridges seuth of Vitre. Neo opposition was enceuntered during the march and tho
cemmand clesed in the assigned assembly area vicinity Gerard wy lﬂni;ht.
Threugheut the day, 5 Awgust, the 79th Infantry Divisien (meterized) had
advanced in a seutheasterly directien with the missien of seizing Laval and by
nightfall had clesed in en the eutsicirts ef the city, This cemmand still had net
boen cemmitted in a definite battle missien. Radie cemmunicatien with divisien
had been lest subsequent te the day's march, The Cemmanding General had been
maintaining clese liaisen with the 79th Infantry Divisien. During the night

o
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the CCA lialson officer to 79th Infantry Division returned with a copy of the
XV Corps field order which stated: "The 79th Infantry Division will cross the
Mayenne River at Laval; the 5th Armored Division will cross between Laval
(exclusive) and Chateau Gontier (inclusive), and the divisions will attack
abreast to the east and to take Le Mans. This advance is to be pursued with
the utmost energy inasmuch as on its success may hinge the success of the whole
campaign in Western France."” The Commanding General took immediate steps to
inférm the Division Commander, by radio and messenger, of this order and his
ability and readiness to move as early as OL00 if so desired,

II, ATTACK ON LE MANS.

At 0300, 6 August, the reconnaissance of the 34th Tank Bn and 46th Armd
Infantry Bn were dispatched to reconnoi‘l!er, mark, and report on a route to the
Mayenne River in the assigned zone,

At 0500 the Commanding General attended a meeting at the XV Corps CP
concerning the impending attack; and, from the Division Commander, received the
mission of crossing the Mayenne River in the vicinity of Chateau Gontier, and

then proceeding east on the axis Chateau Gontier-Grez en Boufree=Bouessy-Chatenay
~Chemire Le Gaudin-Le Mans north of the Sarthe River, to seize and hold Le Mans

and to block all exits from Le Mans to the south and east.

At 0730, 6 August 1944, CCA moved out, B Companies leading, and by 1500
was passing rapidly through Ballots against light resistance. At 1610 the
advance elements entered the outskirts of Craon to encounter considerable fire
from an enemy force. The bridge in Craon was blown just before our advance

elements were ables to seize it. The leading elements rapidly fanned out and
were successful in seizing a bridge intact north of the town over which the

column was routed with little delay, .
"~ By 1900 the head of the columr. was at Laigle and advancing rapidly.
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Resistance consisted of acatf;rod inranfry groups and anti-tank guns; these were
either destroyed or neutraliged by the tank and machine gun fire ‘of the moving
column, | .

Advance elements encountered stiff resistance on both sides of the river
at Chateau Gontier and immediately took steps to clear the town as the entire
comnand assembled one mile west of the city. Numerous snipers were encountered
in the tom. The bridge across the riter had been partially destroyed prior to
our reaching the city and was commanded by anti-tank guns, including 88-am weapons,
from the far side of the river. One medium tank was destroynd.and the ration
rack of the Commanding General's tank was hit by fire from tho;e guns,

At 2100 the Commanding General sent the following message to the Division
Commander. "Both sides of river at Chateau Gontier secured. Road south from
Laval blockeds ill refuel at once and mop up Chateau Gontier. Engineer work
required to restore bridge will commence as soon as enemy situation permits."

Fighting continued throughout the night and resulted in the Cermans being
driven from the town and bridgehead area. A Compeny, 22nd Armd Engr Bn repaired
the bridge and vehicular traffic began to cross the river at 0700, 7 August.
Dismounted elements had used the partially destroyed bridge in establishing the
bridgeheads It was estimated that the enemy defensive force had consisted of
an infantry company strqngly reinforced with towed and SP AT guhs, tanks and mortars.

The initial mission was changed twice prior to CCA's reaching Le Mans, It
was thought that the leading combat commands would be able to stay ahead of the

advancing 79th and 90th Infantry Divisions; accordingly XV Corps gave the division
permission to move by any routes which would not delay the advance of the infantry

divisionss CC3 was ordered to march across and in front of the infantry divisions

to pass west of Le Mans and secure a position north and east of Le Mans to preveat

escape of the enemy in that direction. The new mission of CCA was to approach the
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eity frem the seuth and sewthwest and secure a pesitiea ssuth and1un o
the city te hleck eseape reutes in that directien. The 79th and 90th Infantry
Divisiens were te drive inte the city fream the west.

At 1120, 7 Awgust, the head of the celumn was appreaching Dewessay and
meving repidly against scattered streng peints. Sniper fire was almest centinueus
and was dealt with by machine gua fire ef the meving eelumn.

At 1510 a message was received frea divisien: "Change axis frea Chantenmay
and meve via Tasse-lleyan-Lase, eress Sarthe River at Fille, attask Le Mans frea
the east, and hleck escape reutes te the nerth and east cutting railwmay.* By .
this time the celumn had feught threwgh te the vicinity ef Peille sur Vegre where
it ms fighting against a determined enemy ferce which apparently had the missien
of keeping open the Brulen-Le Mans eseape reute. A force of P-47 fighter-bembers
arrived ever the celumm te jJein the fight and after a considerable fight the
eneny resistance in that area was destreyed or neutralised Wy 1655,

While this astien was taking place the Cemmanding General centacted the
unit cemmanders and gave thea the new missien. It was later determined that this
change of missien had been made becsnse & meterised celumn ef the 79th Infantry
Divisien had entered the 5th Armered Divisiea sene of advamce and had ouflietod.
00 badly with OCB that it was nesessary te rereute cempletely the leading cembat
cemnands and adept a now divisien plan of maneuver whereby CCA weuld swing in a
wide are seuth and east arewnd Le Nans te reach a pesitien te bleck escape remte
merth and east frem the city while CCB fellewed te take wp a pesitiea Blecking
exits frem the oity to the seuth and cast,

By 1730, 7 August, the cemmand had resched Ashieres sur Vegre and captured
intast the twe bridges asress the Vegre River at that peimt. A defended read
Sloek en the eutsikirts of the towm was destreyed.
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At 1855 CA head reached Moyen and turned north end east toward Pille, the
designated orossing point. In Fille the column, by mistake, took the road to Spay,
northeast of Mlle, The 6o-md.tn¢ General stopped the column, quickly ascertained
that B Companies were almost clear of Fille, and ordered them to cross the Sarthe
at Spay, where & bridge had been seized intact and rejoin the column on the correct
route. The remainder of the column, A Companies leading, was instructed to cross
the river at FMille and continue on the assigned route. Movement across the river
continued throughout the night and, by dawn of the 8th, the greater part of the
command was east of the Sarthe River,

One interesting development resulting from the double crossing was that a
German force bivouaced east of the Sarthe between Fille and Spay was caught between
A and B companies and destroyed. This force was estimated to consist of one
infantry company, one company of engineers and approximately thirty vehicles.

At 0730, 8 August, badly needed fuel arrived and the Commanding General
decided to refuel prior to joining the battle for escape routes from Le Mans.

Iris was accomplished expeditiously by driving the gas trucks up the column and
passing the cans directly to tank and vehicle drivers. Considerable anxiety was
felt about the enemy tracer firs which was being received sporadically all along
the ~clumn, but fortunately no gas truck was s.t afire during this critical
operation, and the colum moved forward. Z ; L

By 1135, CCA Lad fought through Ruaudin and was one kilometer suth of
Change #dvancing northeast against steadily increasing -esistance from enemy
infantry, anti-tank guns, and scattered tanks,

At 1215 the CCA advance guard was fired on by anti-tank guns and infantry
as 1t reached the Le Mans~Paris road and railrogd one kilometer south of Villiers,

The enemy force was destroyed by tank and machine gun fire and the column turned
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east toward Tvre L!'Eveque against continuing resistance. Twc 1C5-mm 3elf
propelled howitzers of the 47th Armored Field Arty Bn were knocked out by *tank
fire frdm elements of CCB in the vicinity of Ruaudin as they mistook the artiliery
Pieces for enemy vehicles,

The CCA coiumn, extending from Fille through Raudin to the eastern approaches
of Tvre L'Eveque, was acting to screen and block any enemy movement east or south
of Le Mans. This resulted in almost continuous action all along the column as
the Geruans began to withdraw eastward from Le Mans in the face of the infantry
attack from the west,

Stubborn resistance was encountered in Tvre L'Eveque from dug-in eneny
infantry sposed in the vicinity of the village graveyards Our infantry dismounted
and, with tank and artillery support, advanced and cleaned up the town,

At 1813 the leading elements were fighting one kilometer woutheast of
Sarge Le Mans having advanced via Perance and Le Cagsoir, The enemy situation
continued to be confused with enemy forces or fragments of forces trying
unsuccessfully to break out ¢f Les Mans,

By 2115 CCA had forces astride the Le Mans=Ballon »> Le Mans-3avigne, and
Le Mans=Connerre roads and the Le Mans-Paris railway, These forces were generally
disposed on a line Les Pommiers=Sa:;e-Le Mans Tvre L'Eveque with the 34th Tk Bn
on the west and L6th Armi Inl on the east. Strong mounted patrcls were operating
between them and also maintaining contact with elements of CCB to the south. The
assigned mission had been accomplished. Resupply and maintenance were completed
as the tactical situation permitted.

The lack of adequate operational maps during the attack of Chateau Gontier
and Le Mans was a great hindrance to swift and accurate movement of troops. The
1/200,000 Michelin road map in our possession contained no sdequate grid and almost

. , 8 ‘
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no topographic information.

By 1100, 9 August, the infantry divisions had worked througt Le Mans
from the west. At 1345 General Regnier wes called to a conference at the
Division CF. The Division Commander then went over the general tactical
situation and ordered CCA to advance north and seige and hold four crossings
across the Orne River between St. Jamme and Conge sur Orne for the crossing
of the 2nd French Armd Div. The conference ended at 1630 and General Regnier
returned to the CP at 1645 to brief the unit commanders.

III « ARGENTAN.

At 1915, 9 August, CCA's advance guard moved out. At 2015 the bridge
at St. Jamme was captured intact. At 2030 three more bridges southwest of
Ballon had been captured intact. At 2035 the bridge at Ballon had been
captured intact after bypassing heavy resistance in Ballon., The advance
north to the river had veen made against moderate infantry and anti-tank
reristance with the roads and fields heavily mined. Enemy tanks were roving
tvhe arra, but were not used in mass.

At the Urne River there wes a sharp increase in resistance, particularly
in the vicinity of Ballcne For the first time artillery fire in volume was
encountered. Anti-tak guns and tanks engaged our forces from the north side
of the river knocking omt two M=7 self-propelled howitzers of the 47th Armd
Field Arty Bn. & light AT gun opened fire on the vehicles of CCA Headjusrters
as they were moving up the road;knociced out a half track ard two light tanks.

The resistance in Ballon centered around a large chateau overlooking the
town itself and *he river. After several hours of heavy fighting the resistance
in this vicinity was beaten down and destroyed by combined infantry and tank

assault, supported by the fire of all our artillery and mortars.
-9 -
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The situstion at 2300, 9 August was critical. Between St. Jamme and
Ballon, both inclusive, five bridge-holding forces were deployed over a total
front of eleven kilometers. All of these forces were committed and engaged
with the enemy disposed along the north bank of the river. This represented
& committment of two-thirds of the combat command. Heavy fighting was still
in progress north of the river at Ballon when Task Force Burton was engaged.
Enexy identifications of the L4O8th Infantry Division on the left, the 9th
Panzer Division in the center, and the 130th Pz Lehr Div on the right had been
obtained. There was ample indication that the enemy intended to hold our
force south of the Orne River,

General Regnier contacted the Division Commander to explain the situation
and to request that his forces holding the bridges be relieved by other units
80 a8 to make available and adequate force to continue the attack north of the
Orne River. This request, because of the absence of troops of the 2nd French
Armd Div, was not approved.

General Regnier directed that, for the remainder of the night, each force
holding a bridgehead consolidate its position and operate strong patrols to
maintain contact. Frequent enemy contacts scuth of the river indicated that
remnants of a considerable enemy force were still alive to our flanks and rear,
At 2335, 9 August, CCA, less forces disposed on the bridgeheads, took up a
porilotor defensive positicn on the high ground two kilometers south of Ballon.
Plans were made to continue the attack across the Orne River at daylight.

At 0430, 10 August, orders were received from division that XV Corps
would attack at 0800 to seize the line Sees=Carrouges; divisions abreast, with
the 5th Armored Division on the right and the 2nd French Armored Division on the
left. The 2nd French Armd Div was to relieve CCA on the bridges being held for
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Resistance initially was light, and the command moved rapidly along the
Ballon-Mamers road to the vicinity of La Pintirie., He>e resistance mounted
repidly and the command was soon heavily engaged by dug-in infantry, tanks, and
AT guns. Heavy artillery fire was received by the leading elements. It was
obvious that the command had driven into a prepared, heavily defended position,
General Regnier directed that the main effort be turned toward Nouans, to the-
northwest, in an effort to bypass the resistance. This was done and seemed to
be succeeding until La Bigoterie was reached. Here the leading elements again
ran into bitter resistance from dug-in infantry, tanks, AT guns, artillery,
and mortars.

At 0942, the Division Commander informed General Regnier that CCR was
heavily engaged with some enemy tanks south of Marolles and requested the
Commanding General to assist him if possible. General Regnier informed him
'that he was heavily engaged and was quite concerned that his troops had not
yet been relieved at the bridges. Consequently he did not feel that he had
sufficient force available to assist CCR.

At 1100 air support arrived over our forces. With this assistance our
forces advanced to a position just south of Dangeul. The effort toward Nouans
was broken off as it promised no advantage over an attack straight along cur
axis to the north. As Task Force Burton, which had done the fighting voward
‘Nouans, rejoined the command they discovered an enamy bivouac in which they
destroyed over thirty vehicles and the greater part of an enemy company.

During the night of 10 August, the 2nd French Armd Div arrived at the
river and at 2300 General Regnier visited the Commanding General of the 2nd

French to orient him on the disposition of troops holding the bridges and to
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expedite their relief, Durirz the rumainder of night our forces were relieved
and rejoined the main body south of Dangeul. Company A, 628th Tank Destroyer
Bn was attached to CCA. A request for the attachment of a reconnaissance
troop was denied. Orders were received from division to remain in position
and continue the attack at 0700, 11 August, bypassing the town of Marolles.

The command reorganized during ihe e¢arly hours of the mc:iing. At 0700,
CCA moved out and at 0845 was ons kilometer south of Courgains. By 0915 the
advance guard had advanced through Saosne, and the main body was moving through
Courgains. About one kilcmeter south ¢f St. Remy du Plain the advance guard
struck sharp resistance in the form of tanks and infantry. The advance guard,
married C Companies, rapidly deployed to develop the situation. Civilians
reported 23 tanks and one¢ 88-mm AT gun in the town,

The advance guard rapidly confirmed the presence of the tanks. The 47th
and 4OOth Field Arty Bns both went into position and opened fire on the tanks.
The TD Co moved to commanding ground overlooking the towmn fxlom the southwest
and engaged enemy tanks as they entered or left the town. Air support arriving
over the column was directed onto the tanks,

'~ By 1700 eight tanks and considerable infentry had been destroyed and the
resistance had been neutralized, By 1730 the command had reorganized and moved
through this town to the north destroying several tanks deployed astride the
Ste Remy=-Mamers Highway,

At 1325 General Regnier had requested permission to bypass the Foret de
Ferseigne, a dense forsst north of 3t. Remy, since no open routes led through it
and it had the appearance of being a tank trap. The request was disapproved.

Later, as our reconnaissance discovered heavy enemy activity in the forest

and members of the FFI r Uported that it wes gn enemy concentration a.ru, the
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request was made again and approveds The Division Commander directed CCA to
bypass the forest to the east,: By 2035 the command was at Le Bouchage pushing
north against infantry, AT guns and tank resistance. At 2130 the advance guard
was one kilometer north of Louzes and the mai:) body was following one kilometer
behind. Groat difficulty was experienced in keeping the column intact as the
night attack was being made over a veritable mage of secondary roads,

By 0200, 12 August the advance guard, consisting of ¢ Companies, had
secured a bridge intact, crossed the Sarthe River on the St. Georges-Les Menil
Brout road, and established a defensive position north of the river., The main body
closed up behind the advance guarde The I & R platoon of the tank battalion was
sent back to bring up vehicles that had become lost or confused by the unmarked,
complicated road net. This advance was pushed during the night in order to
secure the bridge over the Sarthe River, The command became scattered and
elements lost, but the Commanding General would not halt to reassemble his troops
until the bridge had been secured,

CCA moved at first chooting light on the i2the Although opposed by
nupercus roau blocks defended by tanks and AT guns, progress was rapid and Sees
was entered at 1000, The commanl, as a result of its rapid movement, enjoyed
complete.surprise. An entie eneny battalion was captured in column on the road,
Sees was quickly mopped up but, at Mortree, heavy resistance was met, Four enemy
tanks and two AT ‘guns were destroyed, and our forces lost a numper of tanks
themselves, The 34th passed through the 46th at sbout 1400 and proceeded about
1 Km from Mortree before a mined and defended roadblock was encountered, This was
reduced by about 1600 znd the advance resumed, The approach to Argentan was made
over gently rolling, open terrain planted largely in wheat., The assallting
echelon deployed on a wile front and, with continuous fighter cover, moved on
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Argentan at 12 MPH. Nunerous tanks, infantry, and AT gun road blocks were
encountered and destroyed by the massed fire of the deployed formation.

By 1900 CCA was into that portion of Argentan south of the Orne River,
The Commanding General observed hostile guns in position within the tow anc,
not wishing to become heavily engaged so late in the day, halted the advance
and withdrew to the high ground mnsrlook:lng the town. By 2200 all-around
security had been established and the entire command gathered within it. The
34th was ordered to patrol during the night to determine if the bridge was
intact and to prepare to attack on order the next morning. Patrols were sent
into the town during the night. They reported the intense activity of hostile
tanks and infantry. The L7th and 4LOOth interdicted Argentan and its approaches
thmughout the afternocon and night and fired on the emplaced AA guns previously
observed.

During the 12th and 13th August, prisoners were captured from the 2nd SS
Pz Div, éth Para Div, 9th Pz Div, 9th SS Pz Div, 10th SS Pz Div, 12th SS Pz Div,
17th SS Pz Gren Div, 130th Pg Lehr Div and scattered Service and GHQ units. A
total of 35 enemy tanks were destroyed by the command or its supporting air this
day.

At 0700, under cover of a ground haze, the 34th began to improve its
position and move to attack positions. The hase lifted and intense tank and
anti tank fire was encountered on the outskirts of the town and seven ki~ tanks °
were lost. The co@nder of the 34th Tank Battalion, Lt Col Thomas Bartel, was
seriously wounded and evacuated. Major Glen L. Focts, Executive Officer of the
34+t Tank Bn, assumed command. Before this happened it was:planned to envelop
with the 46th and make a coordinated attack with both forces.

After this damaging blow, the attacking elements reorganizod and again

started for an entrance into the town from the south mo"“ing everywhere bitter ¢ 3
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resistance from tanks and AT guns massed at the outskirts of the city,
Supporting fighter-bombers were having little effect on this enemy resistance
as the tanks and AT guns were concealed in and among buildings of the built-uo
area around the marshalling yard in the southern part of the city makiﬁg it
almost impossible to locate their positions.

At 1200 the 629th TD Bn was attached to CCA. The Combat Commuznd reserve
was sent around the right flank with a view to enveloping the resistance ir
the town. This force succeeded in reaching the Argentan-Laigle rosd, which
was immediately blocked by TDs and tanks. The artillery continued to interdict
all roads of the Argentan network up to 8 kilometers north of Argentan,
Supporting fighter-bombers bombed and strafed enemy columns streaming toward
the gap. The air and artillery of CCa had a field day on this and succesding
days as the road net west and north of Argentan was clogged vith enemy personnel,
vehicles, and tanks, all visible and within range,

The enemy continued to resist violently our efforts to get north of
Argentan using at least thirty-five Mark V tanks and an estimated infantry
division (331lst). At this point orders were changed and rechenged., Orders
were received to withdraw all elements from argentan. This was done. Orders
were then received to seize Argentan and push up thé Argentan-Falaise road to
Join the Cenadians, This order was cancelled after the command had moved to the
attacks Orders were then received to bypass Argentan and push north tec join
the Canadians., This order was cancelled before it could be executed,

All this time our air and artillery were shooting targets in the yicinity
of Argentan. TDs and tanks were engaging targets from their attack positions,
One entire column surrendered tc the fighter-bombers by means of white flags,

An order was dropped by liaison plane to the colurn commander directing him to

march his column to Rod~au for surrender, This column - >»w and surrendered with (_/ Sl
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- @ strength of 17000 to the 90th Infantrv Division after our ralief in the area.

Crders were received at 2000 that th: 2nd French would relieve CCa in
ite present position, CCA to move to a position vieinity Martin de Chan, some
4 kilomeviers south oé Argzentan, priaparecC to block any enemy movement east and
south of the city. By 2130, 13 August CCA wes manning its assigned position.
at 2200 the 2nd French attacked Argentan from the south and west., They were
repulsed with heavy losses from intense tank, AT gun, artillery, and mortar fire.
Our artillery fired throughout the night, the light of burning enemy vehicles
in many instances enabling ve to pick ¢t a2dditional targets, At 0500, 14
August, orders vicre received to withdraw all patrcls from Argentan and to notify
the énd French Armored Division to do likewise, This was done,

At 1150, orders were received from division thut CCA was relieved of the
miszion of blocking s.emy movement south of Argentan and was to move to an
assembly area in the vicinity of Alemanches vrithout delay., The Comranding General
vointed out that Corps TDs had not arrived as planned and therefore ware not in
position; that the 2nd French Armored Ddvision was too weak in tanks, infantry,
and artillery to do the jcb; that our artillery must continue to block the town,
as no other artillery was in the vieinity; that any artillery left in pogition
would have to Le protected, and that the enumy infantry were constanily trying
to infiltrate tack into our positions, 20 having been killed or captured in
the artillery area .lone on the night of 13-14 August., The Division COmmAndor
then instructed General Regnier to move as soon as he felt the situstion pormitted?
in no case to move later than 2400, CCA moved out at 1545 and by 2015, was closed
in the assigned area, The 629th TD Bn was in position before CCA moved.

IV. = DREUX.
At 2330 orders were received to be prepared for distant movement to the
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east at 0700, 15 August. Later the CCA lisison officer arrived with orders that
the division had been assigned the mission of seixing the line of the Seine
River between Meulan and Vernom. The Division Commander directed that the
division would attack with Combat Commends abresst, CCB on the right and CCR om
the left. CCA was in reserve and was to follew CCR. The axis of advance was
to be through and around Dreux.

During the day 15 August, the 90th Infantry Division took up positioms
around Argentan and, at 1530, the Division moved out in the direetim of Dreux.
The enemy resistance to CCB and CCR was generally light im the advamce to Dreux,
and by 0835, 17 August, the entire division m closed in an assembly positiom
astride Dreux holding a bridgehead south of Dreux. CCA spent the remainder
of 17 August om maintenance and rehabilitatiom. At 2200 a warning order was
received from division to be prepared for combat operations on the 18 August.

V. = BLOCKING THE SEINE ESCAPE ROUTES 18 -~ 2i AUGUST.
A. The enexy.

Early in the action enemy dispositions and imtentions became clear.
Information came chiefly from PWs and captured documesats. A rather confused
picture resulted from PW identifications alone because of the many stregglers
encountered. The enemy, after losing Dreux, sought to keep open his escape
routes across the Seine in the area of Lisieux, To do this he disposed the
17th GAF Division (principally the 47 Infantry Regiment) along both banks of
the Eure initially facing west. Eastward he deployed what was at first thought
to be the 2 SS Pangzer Division supported by elements of 17 GAF Divisiaa from
Pacy sur Eure to Vernon. From papers and diaries c&pturod/tho moraing of 20
August it was learned that 2 SS Panzer Division had received tank replaceaents
in Paris 8 days previously. It arrived at Dreux om 16 August too late to save

s 4¢




E8iaz Roo vy
the tom and retreated morth. Tank strength was indicated as about 100, This
paaser ocutfit later turned cut to be a provisional unit msde up of elements of
1l 83, 2 SS, and 21 Panser Divisions. The 47th Infantry Regimeat, as the
operation progressed, began to reorieat itself to face south and thea east.
Principal resistance td CCA came from a combined Task Force Wahl-Franke made
up of elements of 17 SS Pamser Grenadier Divisioa, 744 Infantry Regiment of
711 Iafantry Divigiom, 1 88, 2 SS, 4 SS, 12 SS Pamser Divisioms, 7 SS Mta Div,
plus scattered AA and replacemeat units with a total strength of some 3500
infantry, 30 tanks, 5 AT guns, and 12 assault gums. This task force was first
encountered south of La Heuniere and contimued im coatact throughout the
operation to north of Champemard, Thersafter resistance was chiefly from
battle groups of Hitler Jugead with some tanks and from flak units defemding
the crossings a.f Les Andeleys.

B. Actiem,
1, CCA operated umder coatrel of the 5th Armored Divisgiea.

2¢ Troop list with attachmeats:
Hq & Hq Ce, CCA

30 Missiem.
On 18 Awgust the 5th Armored Division, thea im XV Corps with the 79th
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Infantry Division, received the missien of advamcing te a pesition west
of Neates Gassicourt te preveat ememy movement om rosds east of the Seime and
barge traffic on the Seime. The Division meved with twe cembat commands abreast,
im-mzm, htoﬁomamﬁohnudthos.honvon. 85th Cav
Ru&(-)mhmoimthonuruyurhntohnnon- sur Seine te
protect the left flank of the divisien. CCR was ochelened to ocur left rear te
pretect the left flank of the Cerps. CCA was halted on the 19th to remaim south
of a corps artillery fire lime. Om 20 August CCA received the missiea of
Mmoiuahuthorid‘onmmthhrondtho&hotobhckcro-dua
over the Seine frea 270909 south te Les Andeleys by physical ecoupatiem of the
read net vicinity Heudebeuville, |

he BNarrative,

CCA moved 121300 August frem its assembly area southwest of Dreux im
uocoln-withmmcomard,nhboc,udmm. The order of march is
given in the 3-3 jourmal for the daye The command moved through Havelu, La Haye,
acress the Vesgre River at Buchieres, and themce te the valley of the Eure at
La Chauseoe D'Ivry., PFirst centact, light machine gun fire, was made morth of
this tom. Ry 2130 the command was clesed in the vicimity Villegate (4263).
Some action teok place im the tomm. The advance guard surprised the enemy hers;
destroyed a half track, Volkswagon, aad a 150-mm howitger; killed the occupaats
of the vehicles, and captured 8 eRexy elsewhere in the town.

CCA remained im place om the 19th im order to stay south of a corps artillery
fire line, 440735 -~ Hewlbee Cocherie - 252723, Our coumter recemnaissance screea
reperted considerable activity in and areund Pacy sur Bure and the 47 FA fired
inte this tom destroying occasional vehicles, At about 1900 seme 18-20 tanks

attacked from the merth. This attack was brokea up by air, artillery and tank
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destroyers. Six tanks wers knocked out by the combined fires of CCA and CCB.

In accordance with the latest Division order CCA moved north at 0830
20 August. The chosen objective was the high ground south of Heudebouville,

The 47th and 4OO FA Battalions were attached at 1147 and the 202ad FA Battaliea
(155 How), moving with and in rear of CCA, was made available to reinforce the
fires of our attached artillery. The command moved in one columa with an
advance guard, main body, and rear guard following generally the road GC 75.
Order of march is given in the S-3 jourmal for the day. 1T Wahl-Franke was
engaged from Douains to La Heuniere. By nightfall the advance guard had reached
St. Vinceat des Bols after enveloping La Heuniere to the west. The maim body
reached a position south of lLs Heuniere.

Action for the day was im the mature of a meeting eagagenent with the
advance guard heavily engaged frem about 1100 teo nightfall, With air and
artillery support the advance guard meved against mounting resistance te reach,
by 1400, a positiom about 1 Km seuth of la Heuniere. Here they were stopped
by well-sited tanks, AT and machime gums cemmanding the approaches to La Heuniere.
Air, artillery, and tank destroyers were empleyed aad by 1920 some of the enemy
guas had been ferced out of their commanding pesitions. A conceatratiom ef
tanks outside of and just to the east of the town defied all our efforts te meve
thea. In addition, the enemy was in the woods ocutside of La Heuniere vicinity
393698 and very aggressive in using bazeokas and in infiltreting into our lines.
An unsuccessful attempt was mede te eavelep te the east by means of a defiladed
road, This attempt, hewsver, resulted in the less of seversl tamks by fire frem
enemy tanks concealed in the weods vicimity 405700, A route to the west was thea
recomnoitered and the advance guard meved te the north of La Heuniere by way of
& defiladed route west of the tom. They were again engaged as they came abreast
sy 44
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of the tom, destroyed an enemy hlf imk, and reached the min read fream st.
Vincent des Beis te La Heuniere. The purposs of this msmeuver was te permit
us to attack La Heuniere frem the rear the mext day. Our losses this day were
3 tanks and 3 TDe. Lt Col Hernamndes, commanding the 628th TD Battaliem, was
killed im front of La Heuniere by fire frem his eun guns as he was directing
it. Our air claimed 12 tanks destroyed,

At about 0600 21 August Major Burton moved merth toward La Heuniere with
one platoom of A Co 46th Infantry. His orders were to reestablish ceatact with the
advance guard ulxd continue the attack to the merth. The advamnce guard attacked
La Heuniere from the morth. By 1100 Major Burtoa had beea wounded and his ferce
was up to the town encountering tanks and machime guns. The advance guard was
into La Heuniere from the north and, under protectiom of the town, was able to
bring its tanks close enough to effectively eagage the enemy tanks and chase
thea away. Lt Col Case, them Executive Officer of CCA, assumed cemmand of the
L6th and moved up with the remainder ef A Company. His orders were to meve |
oa La Heuniere, take command of Major Burton's force, and mep up the tomm and
the woods to the west., By late afternoon the area was cleared aad the command
advanced by way of St. Vincent des Bois to Mercey. Here Lt Col Case was wounded
by friendly artillery fire as he moved in to take the tom. He had called for
an artillery preparation but moved in before it came. Because of the time lag
in communication with the medium battalion the fire could not be called eff in
time., Lt Col Gilsen arrived during the night to coiund the L6th. Ry 2235 the
advance guard was probing the defenses of Champenard and the remainder of the
Combat Command was assembled just south of St. Colombe pres Vermea. The kéth
had reached the cutskirts of Champenard by way of a winding road through a deep

defile. The enemy was active aleng this road and in the weods on each side. A
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nunber of the enemy were killed im the Akéth's celumm and later im their bivousc.
The Commanding Geameral had halted the remaimder of the command seuth of the RJ
at 345749 aad did met permit them to eater the defile. He then seat a Flt of
light tanks (3 at this time) morth up the main road from the RJ and thean nerth-
west iato the epea grewad merth of Champemard im an effort te find a suitable
route whereby the dangerous defile ceuld be avoided. This Plt, on returming,
was fired om frem mear a chateau at 342762, Supperting aircraft claimed 1l
eneny tanks kmecked eut this day.

Plans were made on the night of 21-22 Awgust for TF Gilsea to attack
Just befere daylight te seise the high greund morth ef Champemard whereupea
the combat cemmand would reerganise and contimue the attack to the final
objective, Heudebouville,

TF Gileea moved at 0600 em the 22ad and teek Champemard without oppesitiea.
Beyond Champenard, however, the enemy was dug im vicinity of am underground
radar statiem abeut 1500 yards te the morth. This ferce was pretected by tanks
and AT guns dispesed, for the mest part, in the weeds to the west and north eof
the epea ground. TF Gilson moved out of Champenard and immediately lest 2 tanks
aad three half tracks te enemy tank fire frem the weods te the nerthwest. At
appreximately the same time the plateca of light tanks attached to Hq CCA meved
te the right to recenneiter agaiam the route they had takea the night before.
Eneny tanks comcealed mear the chateau epened fire aﬁd quickly lkmecked out 3
~ of eur light tanks, Twelve crew members were wounded, and ene medical 1/i~tea
mhwmmwc.mhdmummumm«d.
| Plans were changed to semd infaatry dismewated to clear the fringes of
mmduhﬂwiuqtbommumnomotw;th tanks teo
assemble south ¢f Champenard prepared te attack acress the epen whea the iafantry

had cempleted its jeb, ncqw,mccqmmnthu-mmm--.
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htorhthodqatthopodtiatowhiehthcyiuvithdrm. Captain Rland
then attacked merth asress the epen grownd, swaag left and toek the fortified
positien frem the ehemy. HMis force was engaged in mepping up oneny dug in in
wheat fields merth and east of the radar station whea CCB attacked frea the

oast, miu%-ﬁqnmmcqtmnm, and then swinging merth te
ongage the pepulated area mertheast of the fertified position, The result of
lemmmtmhntnuﬁﬁntmhmmli‘httnktom
ﬁnmdfiudintoourCPndintocGoqmythunodunlt through the weeds
froa Champenard. C Cempany halted in place Mtlhuuth and west otw
aad arrengements were made for CCB to withdraw immediately te its own sene, This
Was ealy partially dome and the assault echelen of CCB remained im our sone until
the next meming. Throughout the day air and artillery were used with the result
that a total of 7 eneay tanks were disposed of and an estimated 100 of the enemy
killed, The delay caused by CCB, tegether with the clever and stubbern defenge
offered by the eneay, accounted for the small gains registered this day. Tt i4
believed hewever, that all the tanks and most of the infantry remaining in TP
Wahle-Franke were destreyed in thig -action,

On the 23rd ¢ Company continued through the woods oa the west, B Company
sleared the south edge of the weods to their nerth te the main Gaillen highway,
aad the remainder of the command meved across the open ground north of Champenard.
At this point A/A6th and D/34 reverted to contrel of the 34th and the 34th led

moving cress country #+« semi-deployed formatiom aleng ““e ridge line toward -y
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Heudebouville. CCA moved againet scattered resistance until, at about 1700,
it came up against an estimated battalion ef imfantry with tanks om line
Les Quizeo-ullym. An enemy armored celumm west of the Bure meving
northeast teward Gaillen and a columm of herse drawm artillery moviag sast
from Heudsbouville were hit by artillery and air, The herse drawma celum
was destroyed. On our right TF Giarlande of CCB moved frea vicimity eof

St Plerre de Baillen teward Galllon te clear the weeds as far as the main
road southwest from Gaillon. Upon reaching this objective the TF was te
pass to the contrel of CCA for use in the attack en Heudebouville. By 1550
TF Giarlando had reached its ebjective and established liaisem with CCA.

At about 1800 B Cos married and lst plateen ef A Ceapany 22nd Engineers,
under Captain Hland of the Léth, passed through Gournay and attacked Fentaine-
Bellenger. A large enexy force was dug in in a wheat field and young orchard
botween the two towns. Captain Eland attacked supperted by artillery time
fire, overran the enemy, and teok Pontain Bellenger. Six hundred enemy dead
were ceunted in the wheat fields, Captain Bland thea swung left across the
open ground to the west of Fontaine Bellenger te prebe enemy defenses empleying
AA guns along the line Gruchet-Ingremere-Vironvay. TF Bland approached this
position in deployed formatien; but the enemy, on signal, laid down a final
protective line with AA guns of LO-mm and larger with the result that, whea 3
Companies topped the crest line, a number of tanks and half tracks were immediately
knocked out. This force was ordered back te its starting point, meaning
Fontaine Bellenger. Captain Bland interpreted this starting peint as haviag
been Ailly and withdrew to there for the night., During the night eur artillery
fired on the AA guns we had encountered and interdicted the reads around

Heudsbouville.
Y |
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On the next day, 24 August, CCA reached its final ebjestive. The plan
of attack as contained in the field order issued at 1100 invelved a dewble
envelopment of the forces defending Heudebeuville. TF Giarlaade was te advance
en the left through Gruchet and Ingremere; TFRland was to advance cn the right
through Gournay and Fontaine Bellenger; while a third force under Lt Cel Gilsea
was to make a holding attack in the senter. In additien a force of mediwa
tanks of the 34th supported TF Gierlamdo. The weather was rainy and the
resulting mud severely hampered owur movements, but by 1335 Gournay aad Pentaine
Bellenger had been taken. Gruchet was taken by 1350. At 1400 TF Bland cut the
road net leading through Heudebouville thus acceaplishing CCA's missien. At
1700 Ingremere was cleared and by 1830 Captain Bland had occupied Heudebeuville,

In mere detail, it was planned that the attacking forces weuld advance
close to Heudebouville and then take the tewn with infantry supperted clesely
by tank fire. TF Bland, on the right, meved very rapidly and, as mentieaed
previeusly, cut the main road from Beudebeﬁvillo at 1400, On the left, hewever,
TF Giorlando was very slow and did not take Ingremere until 1700 and permitted
many of the enemy to escape. This task force was delayed ence when its supperting
tanks fired into its ranks. TF Bland, rather than wait longer fer other forces
to come up, attacked and teok Heudebouville at 1830. The AA guns observed the
day before were found destroyed by our artillery or abandoned by f;hc eneay,

Our losses for this operation with 66 WIA, 20 KIA.

Vehicular losses were 7 medium and /4 light tanks, 3 TDs, L 1/4-temn trucks,
and one l-ton trailer,

This eperation was marked, on the enemy side, by extremely tough, aggressive,
and well directed fighting. TF Wahl-Franke fought fiercely for impertant terrain
and had to be thoreughly beaten before it would back up. Often, however, this

oy
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force, though beatea back during the day, infiltrated into our positions during
the night. After the destruction of TF Wahl-Franke the specially organized

Hitler Jugend units fought not as cleverly but showed no disposi tion to
surrender and were killed in large numbers. The terrain over which CCA advanced,
& narrow ridge line between two rivers, did not permit of any asneuver other
than a shallow envelopment.

On the friendly side this operation was marked by two outstanding
deficiencies. No definite boundaries had been prescribed between CCA and CCB
with the result that there was unnecessary interfersnce between the two commands.
Throughout the entire operation medium reinforeing artillery was very poorly
handled., CCA was halted on the 19th to remain south of a corps artillery fire
line. This robbed us of any element of surprise and permitted the eneamy 2
&dditional hours to bulld up in front. We had already been engaged and disclosed
our intentions as there was but one direction in which we could go. Thereafter
the artillery was geared to operations of infantry rather than armor. Medium
artillery was not considered in the same class as light artillery as it should
have been, The mediun artillery insisted on firing only prearranged fires in
accordance with a schedule submitted hours in advance. It was, therefore, not
possible for CCA to use medium artillery except at night. This was because of
two things; one, Division Artillery did not provide rapid and flexible
communication means with supported unite; and two, armor could not so accurately
preduct its position as could infantry. These two factors combined with the
result that either cur medium artillery fires were too far in advance to do much
good; or, in the other case when we advanced fater than pridietcd, either the
artillery was out of range or else we were foreed to halt by fires which could
not be called off, | ' P
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VI » DISENGAGEMENT.
0CA, at Heudebouville, disengaged and moved south on the night 24-25
August. Orders were received from division to be south of the Pasy-Bonnieres
highway by 2508008. A Troop, 85th Cav Rem 5q was left st Heudebouville to
hold wntil relieved, h]JﬂO”lunctthth“clominuulﬂIy
area northwest of Anet vieinity Oulins. cCA moved again at 1400 threugh Breval,
Longnes, and Septenil to an asseably area Vic St, Martin des Champs (6049).
mmr-dmlinthisamforhuncn‘uuhumm
maintenance. Tracks were replaced on light tanks and engines were replaced in
sedium tanks insofar as supply permitted. On the 27th we were alerted for a
move through Paris on the 28th, but this was cancelled to pernit continmed
uintoﬁoq. During this period the divisiecm was assigned to V Corps of Pirst
Army,
CCA was not in contact after dimn‘ at Heudebouville.
V1I, snmcmcmssmcsovmmumnm.

At 0600, 31 August CCA moved toward Paris with the mission of passing
through the Aith Infantry Division east of the city and continuing the attack
northeast t.o seize ocrossings over the Alsne River in its assigned zone., The
column moved through Thoiry, Neauphile, Versailles, and thence through the
southern edge of Paris. The column halted near Claye~Souilly to pick up the
attached 629th TD Bn. Progress through Paria- was slow as the rejoicing populace
impeded our progress. East of Paris CCA divided to march by two routes and by
2330 was in bivouac; the left column near Lagny le Sec; the right column, under
Major Burton was near Villers St. Genast, and the remainder of the command was
in the vicinity of Nantouillet. There was no contact with the eqeay on this date,

Early on the 31 August CCA resumed its march in two columns, TP Burton
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on the right and CCA(~) on the left. We passed through the 4th Infantry at
1150. The left column passed through Nanteuil, and Morienval making first
contact with the enemy infantry, artillery and AT guns just west of Morienval
at about 1700, Lead relenents of the left column bivouaced in this area the
night 31 August - 1 September while the remainder of CCA(-) went off the road
north of Crepy.

Meanwhile TF Burton on the right advanced rapidly and reached the Aisne
River vicinity Ponteney at 1430, Major Burton reconnoitered the river line for
a bridge on which to cross, Light enemy resistance was met near Vic - sur -
Alsne, and a bridge was taken intact at Pommiers. TF Burton crossed here
unopposed at 1815 and assembled for the night 7 kilometers to the north at
Epagny.

COMVENTS

The rapid advance of CCA throughout the month of August was made possible
only wy the magnificient support given us by fighter bombers. Up until
Heudebouville aircraft were overhead constantly during daylight hours. It was
normal that CCA was menaced by greatly superior forees employing tanks which
we could not effectively engage. Time and time again fighter bombers engaged
and destroyed tanks immediately to our front and permitted us to advance again.
When not required for close wmupport the aircraft ranged far to our front and
flanks and intercepted and destroyed large forces moving to block our advance..
Supporting aircraft were, at the same time, our reconnaissance, our counter-
reconnaissance, and our heaviest and most powerful antitank weapon.
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béth Armd Inf Bn 0 O A 1 1 2
ATth Amd FAn 0 0 2

2

o
.

»
<

0O 0 o

TOTAL

e e e o



ESTRIGTEg
ANNEX #4, ‘

Action Against
Eneay Report #1. COMBAT COMMAND "A®, 5TH ARMORED DIVISION
ENEMY MATERIKL DESTROYED OR CAPTURED.
Nonth of August, 194,
ccA
Tank, Mk IV . . . . 53
Tank, Mk V . . . . 36
Tank, Mk VI . o . . (9
Half Trl.°k . . . . “
mck. e . o ° 55
AT Guns, Towed, 75 te 88 mm . . 35
AT Guna, SP . ° . . 12
AR &lnl, g . . . . 29
AA Gunn, Towed . . . . 16
m‘, 105 om, towed . . . by
Gunl, 150 mm, towed . . N 5
Staff Cars . . . . 19
Wagons, Horsedrawn . . . 13
Motorcycles . . o . 10

Miscellaneous Vehicles (Type unknown) 117

Machine Guns . . . . 26

Alr Contrelled eor

M‘l‘b“ !l OGA.

s (Type unknem).

450~500 (Argentan Area
of Falaise Gap,
XIX TAC)

NOTE: These figures are observed results only. It is believed that additional
materiel was destreyed, particularly by air support, but ne figures are

available due to unobserved results,
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ANNEX #5, COMBAT COMMAND "A", 5TH ARMORED DIVISICN
Action Against o
Eneay Report #1. REQUESTS FOR AND RESULTS OF AIR MISSIONS
Month of Mcf., 12_&.

TIME
T0 CCA FR CCA ACTION
FR 0 INCIDENTS ES, ORDERS . _TAXEN

0812558 About 20 Armd Vehs Lee 3/4 mi NE Hwy and RR Crossing at
462618 moving sw. Friendly troeps at 462618, Time limit 15008,
13183 Estimated TOT 13208,
13428 Air unable to locate Your target, they bombed other
targets your vieinity,
15288 Request air Ren to area on E Le Mans, reporting any
eneay movement or installations,
16258 G=2 air Ren reports Neg, except soms tanks 20 mi. ) 3
Lelians, Air is continuing Ren,
0919288 Enemy tanks at V434808 defending towmn, alternate
target enemy personnel and Vehs in towm,
22158 Unable to contact air for your request. Do you
have any for tomorrow,
101020B Air Ren and attack enemy armor kmewmm to be
paralleling left flank,
1035B Re 101020B AR Msg, give grid coordinates of known Ne answer Recd.
eneay positions. '
1200B Request air Ren roads leading west and north from Noething Obsvd.
Maners,
1425B From $-3 Air CCA - Targets of opportunity N of Could net loc
Dangeul. One tank on CR 1-3/4 md S of Dangeul. target.
Ren to N entire road,
111347B Enemy tanks moving W out of St Remy du Plain,
1549B &t 1200B bombed and destroyed 88ma S of St Rexy.
At 1400B bombed and strafed St Remy, probably
destroying enemy tanks and vehicles. A¢ 15208
bombed and strafed vehicles leaving St Remy to
We 43 vehicles definitely destroyed., At 1545B
attacking enemy troops in Foret Persigne, will
continue to support when available,
2050B Air support very successful, several more eneay
Vehs destroyed, Request air cover for toaorrow
43 numerous as today's,

121135B Now believed 30 Tiger tanks in Foret De Gouvers Unable to
6 mi. N Alencon. 16th Pz Regt CP in Foret at contact planes.
327948,

1115B Request more air support. Enemy tank column on
our left flank.

LY



IDGE
0 CCA~ FR CCA
FR5AD T0 5AD INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, BTC,

1211308
12,03
18338
1308558
11003
11458
11508
11528
13008
13558
17368
18348
19208
19408
19408

n‘f"\"‘"’
RESE ..ot
RBQUESTS FOR AND RESULTS OF AIR MISSIONS
uth of mgt' 12&0

ACTION

Big bembing missien with oil bembs scheduled for
Feret de Persigne Z4507 prebably can be executed

on PForet de Couvers mere prefitably. Air roa trying

te determine exact lecations new.
knewn to be in pesitien at V300945.
Boabing missien Peret de Persigne caacelled.

You new have maximma air cever available,

Tewn of Argentan U2617 centaining eneay treeps
and guns. Known gun position at U261183.

Arty emplacement 3 guns at U2395 te U21, 90 te
100 Yds E of CR. AT gun at CR.

Frea 1lst CR en road S frem Occagnese fly NE
aleng secondary read for distance ef 500 Yds,
bemb and strafe te a depth of 75 Yds each side
of read. Target, guns and persennel.

Anme dump at U23822/, lecated 75 Yds NW of read.
Strafe read te junctien,

Light AA Btry L guns prebably 20mm at U232216 in
center of field W of weeds,

Several tanks at 256177, alternate target Argen-
tan and read te MW,

German Arty

Another flight ceming in en same targst.

Set net werking well. Regquest that yeu centaet
planes fer Rca en reads NW and W eut of Argentan
fer Arty Bt

Large Panger unit headed X eut of Carrou‘u

toward Argentan, alse en reads N and NW eut ef
Argentan U267185.

Frea XIX Tac - Alencen, Argentan air Ron results;
2l beabs en target, 2 meter trucks destreyed, 8
damaged at U2301, 2 tanks, 1k meter trucks, 2
busses destreyed, 9 meter trucks damaged at F1297.
Frea XIX Tae - Air Ron Argentan area results;

4OO te 500 enemy Vehs burned er blewn up by dive
bembing and strefing, Destreyed 1 flak battery, 4
MG nests. 1 belly tank drepped en ene, twe trucks
expleded and set fire, All enemy withdrawal
heading NE. TCT 1000B.

Frea XIX Tac « Alr cever 10T 1125B; 23 bembs en
targets. 16 bembs en Btry 8 of Argentan. 7 beabs
ot weeds at Mentgareult U2019, ene truck and

trailer destreyed. o
RES” 2aTEN

Attacked and
hit NRO.

Planes could
net lecate.
Unable te
contact planes.

Unable teo
centact planes.
Unable te
centact planes.
Ceuldn't sse
tanks, hit
alternate Tgt.
NRO.

Didn't see any-
thing in Argen-
tan. Rit T's
of O te NW,
Planes Atkd T'S
ef O. NRO.

See llu- below,
results fer day.

0



~ RESTRIGTED
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Nemth of August, 1944,

ACTION

0 mmn ocA | :
M—MM&L

' 1611508 Ren and attack relishle Tepert German CP at
Pi Q721349 and 50 Tks in NE sectien

Poret de Benmmeulins astride impreved read Vie.

Q7135. Reperted enly remaining resistance this ares.
way ,

13208  Suggest as alternate or secendary target. Reperted
14558 Immediate ren ready te attack eneamy Arty n within

17308 13
M818 and IC58 teward Crulai Q209360.

1914458  Tanks meving in small greups frea Pacy-sur-Bure R3666
NE

on main read te Vernen, Arty firing en 2 tanks
reperted -1 Ka SE Pacy-sur-Eure,
18558 18 tanks moving S frem 418678 teward area Villegats.

2021058 Air reperts 12 tanks destreyed, Liaisen planes
cenfirm 6, but net all observed, Suppert excellent.,
2113528 Relay fellewing AR mssien fer us, 18 enemy tanks

cameuflaged in weeds R375650, Friendly treeps nearhy
with red panels, Have planes ceatact Fieldfare, urgent,

Attack witheut delay,

NRO
Unabls te
be flo'n. i
Planes could
net lecate.
Unable te
eontact planes.
Alr net
available.

Ne air
avai lable,

1053 Nluebird leader ol Wy te yeur target. wWill centact yeu,

1378  Target bembed by two flights, Bluebird leader reperts

several fires .
14458 Request yeu repeat aissien., Several tanks remain,

1600B 4s of 16008 twe missiens attacked twe tanks beth

crippled But Prebably net destroyed, Thege missiens

sent to CCR with unknewn results,
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I RESTRICTED

COMBAT COMMAND "A", 5TH ARMORED DIVISION.
PARTIAL LIST OF PRISONERS OF WAR TAKEN.

ANNEX #6,
Action Against
Enemy Report #1. Month of August, 1944.
DATE __ NUMBER UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS
03 1 91lst Inf Div,
oL 1 265 Inf Div,
05 18 5 Para Div.
06 9 2 Para Div. - 748 Inf Regt.
g'el 15 842 AA Bn. - 195 LS Regt. - 243 Inf Div.
50
09 17 742 AA Bn, - 460 Inf Div, - 196 Security Regt.
10 57 10 Pz Div. - 9 Pz Div, - 116 Pz Div. - 10 SS Pz Div.
12 275 uéPzDiv.-ZSSPzDiv.-IOSSPzDiv.
15 14 708 Mt. Div.
18 20 243 Inf Div, - 1 SS Pz Div, - 17 SS Pz Gr Div.
22 52 17 GAF Div. - 17 88 Pz Gr Div. - 10 88 Pz Gr Div. - 3 Para Mg
Regt. - 219 Inf Div, - 1 SS Ps Div. - 2 3§ Pz Div. = CT Wahl-Franke,
1 Flak Div,
23 25 TF Wahl-Franke, 17 GAF Div. - 12 8S Pz Div,
2l 30 12 38 Pz Div., - 1 83 Pz Div. - 9 33 Pz Div.
25 5
26 2
31 5

221 Date of capture and unit identifications not known,
836 Cumulative total for month,

NOTE: In order to prevent delaying the advance, forward elements
turned prisoners over to the FFI wherever possible. Por
this reason the tetal given does net give a cemplete picture.
The FFI forces were invaluable in evacuating priseners,

securing captured villages, locating enemy groeups, eoto,,

RESTRICTED
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"KEFORT UF ACTICH AGAIN.T INEKY
- MONTH OF SEFTALBNR, 1944

I « AISNE KIViR TO ESMES,

On the last Swo days of the month of . ugust
gV Corps had passed through ;°ARIS end attecked in a
northeasterly direetion towerd the AI:tNE River and
the FUhasT de COMFERIGNE, The 4th and 28th Infantry
DMvisions initiated the nove, attacking abreast, with
the 4th on the right, On the 31st of iugust, the
Bth Armored Division had passed through she infantry
and in the evening Task Foroe Burton, right eolumn
of Comdat Command - hed orossed the AISNE River,
Phe left oolurn of the eombat command, under Major
‘Joseph W, Boxley, had halted at the southeast edre
of the cCu.rislONe Xorest, prepsred %0 by-pass oa
the following mornins enezy resistance on the edpe .
of the forest,

wring the nizh$ preceding the lss. of Septeaber
Genersl egnier visited the ocommand post of the 4th
Infantry Jivision &8 NiALTEUILele-li ULIIN, to the
south to prepare plans for earrying out n new Corpe
order issued during the evening. The 4th Infentry
Avision with CC. attached was ordered to ocoupy
the line pﬂUu—AU&IN, a hundred niles to the north
in B.isaUl by dark 2 September. Task Foree Burton
which hac orossed the AILSNE at Ul U1 pusssed to the eontrol
of Gonersl Tuylor, and with CT 22 of the 4th Infaentry
Uivision cocrosed the rizsht column, CC. reinforced by
LT 12 formed the center force. CT &£ of the 4th Division
was or the left, ..t U850 the leading foroe of I under
“njor Joreph ., loxley, started over the oren oourtry
esest of the Cu. ZulUivu 4 .0L.T advareins towsrd TIICYY
on the 4io<k, Jurins the morning fre column advanced
e.ouinst 11 -t oprosition. lesochin~ the T :- iiver
at poon odva:ce sle~ents found on.y cne rallwny
briiie intaet. ~tteampts to oross this dridce were
rade 2nd some vshicles, including med’ um tanks, tmre
"ut £0T0O88. :
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Vi ceresslug wes ot wued however, ord the coxnbat cormand
cebinaded un Lue sculh side of tie river in the ufternocn
Looraer of tie 4th Aviston, - ponto#n bHridere waa Yelirne
CLI ore=a the river .ot YImgure I by T8, .t 1430
Chtaoh cnbs to B e coaubat Co.mnd I'ros tre 4th Inltantry
Sivizion revarted to the <th Jivintan cnrtrol, ot 1500
Certlilery U5 e Lad veaer received fr-m north of the river,

S uEstE Lo oth srnored lvislon ior bridge squipmant
a2 (;" uie(.:. .

¢ te Uth rrmored lvision was woving up through
Lie «w..du. Sorest tc the left and Taak roree Teylor
v snvacced chend on the right, CCi w-ited inm its
AiG00 ¥ nren for glearsnce to cross gt vICagur= I3N%
Wiloa tne Cth o vombhat Team, At U330 the following
STadat Toreord ele oty of the eormand were orossing
the Lrldre ¢ “ovin- norths Geversl bugz bdombs passed
LVar the colw:in. t 0800 snemy ischine run fire wag
¢ untercd ln the vieinity of TR UYel@w:::T, Forward
6la onty hou €ntered Lo, Tel 'ayd T, soush of NCYCN,
s8I Lase weg Licwn aeruss the (ige Canal, igain a N
croarc b Jur brldse ecuipaent wes denied by the Sth
fooraa wivision, 1L ridzes across the oanal within
Ul ozohn yere ragennoitered and found to be blown e .
uarit for esibet cotanc 1losds i.esistarce was negligidle
in the vieinity,. ’

3 A e

t noun the gonbat oow and reverted to S5th :rmored
vivisien o ntrol, whioh had already paseed in frong of 1%,
thrs sl LUYelly ond which was brideing the suwe at Bak,
in the «ftoraoon . Com any, 22nd .rmored Engineex Battaliea
00:r.6noec vork on a ford across the I tiver, The work
vins carried om irto the nisht and considerad.e dirfieulsy
#us anoountered. .t one o'cloek permission was reque
by ilzleon offioe«r snd granted, $o use the 4%h Division
brid;e at <o1LY, Inmedistely the route to the
wa8 reovnncitered and the combat eommand conmenced %o
xnove vut to orcsa the Ulli, By this time the
to tha north had been nleared by the Bth ATmored Divisioa
and 4th Infantry .ivision forees tha$ had passed aheoad . ’
of CC. on either side and the gombat sommand marehed B
nOrti to resssemble with the division Bear RINES .southeast -
Of vruinnly At 1600 the ocolumn closed im bivouas sputh
oI the i, Notice was received from divisies s
reudy to move out. the following merning et 0700 ® e e
soutLeast, R

o B w
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Throurbout the operations of she 1lst snd 2ad of

»8, towber Task Foroe Burton, constituted as wsuol) of the
ounsollideted L Companies of the 48%h infansry Battalion'
«nd the 34tk Tamk Buttalion end Meadquartere Cempany,
48th infantry Battalion, was attached o Task
iaylor of the 4th Iafastry uUivision, The rapit astion
of “ejor Jurton's foree in wveizing a srousing of the
d s 2iver o the 3188 of sugust was iastruasntal in
916Dl e Genersl Taylor te push repidly to she north e
18 cbjeetive, From SPAUNY between the AIGNE and She
4 - elial, where the other alements ssught wp wish
-aler burton, tis forde apear-hesdsd a reapid . S
erthe  Lneny resistance was met et FULINERAY s X oo
sitor eroesing the (l.. Canal, Heavy fighSing soswed .
act veneral laylor broke bis foree {nte twe SOLUmAS,
it lu-i roree durton leading the lefs or weat el
an Lhe ﬁLXi. u.a.i‘.k--lﬂMrfde)Ul»&“ﬁﬁﬂ;ilb"m i

w03 8on ut svwwsa T was ovareose B dusk and the
colunn woved avst ovurd, seeking a bridge aver the O 2
L@ i s Liverse  ULridse after bridge was found dlewm
©2 the ouluin was foresd t0 vesr to the east of the
SFeposes route, rallowiceg tie T the SYREN,
AT .o Y the eolumn wus shelled by ouneny artillery
‘Tos rorth of the (1 i, .t davm 2 Septerber the twe
¢ilu oo refelaed gouth of CLulY ,  Bridees were
cer Luted wby o cLowi by J83C and roverent to the north
Rt Reru.ed, L fter crossing the ILGY Livar gthe eolumns
coaln onilt wnd the vestorn foree moved towsrd LeCATEAY, -
cueil oares lre vis et et Relilab i 00y and the bridre asyoss

hr o ae venal prepared for lerolitlon, wes seoured hefere
$t evali be bluwne . Jhafl  un &nd an srvored vehiole wore

Gews G nt onrorth of e dielly and o Weer tank and peversl
vieodeles, neer dwe UVie.ol, 18 the advance oeontinued,

il the osvening orders were recelived to “alt the advanoce
Gt sk soree, nnd  xjor BDurton's forece acserdled (1 ]

= = o Ce .doe urin  the nirht several vahleles end a
Crereorepelied yun osunzirted by fofentry sporoseied the
For seuelbs set uo to (efend tlie ssserbly area, and were
crtioyede 1 the followlp: sfternson 3 lentemder the

T dolwnns sase bled wt oo L cStdey spd at 1700 Task

Ferefs .Aurt o owag relesced to Uombet Command .,
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ie  LLSEY 151”0:9131%51 Xnery elsrentas in
contact: 18th Gaz Jivielon, elersnts Z4sth Inf, ivi:icp,
artiilery L.!'talion of 12th 13 iz, ulvlzloun, 147th
rtillery JsuStalion of 47th Infantry .ivision., .rrori

Uroups of two or <hree tanks supported infantry recr
Furrdse . .

2o W Casualties: 20 ‘I,
2 l.. Vehiocular losses! & n trueks, .dr Gupport:

.xcellient, eather: Cloudy and eocol, visitlliity good,

vn the orniag of 4 Seuntamb.r the combat oommand °
recaived orders to xzove south and eastwerd to ssize, with
the civiuion‘ oro:sings of the . U R Liver, The odjeative
for the Qays' riarch weas un assesdly area north of LX.ONT
in the .l.bt. Valley, Led by the I, & R, platooa of the
4th Tank 5-&‘“1101\. undey Lt, (%%0 R. mrs‘. the ocomdat
oorsmand colunmn rioved south o U, U ZiTIN, and turned
straleht saste 8 1130 the eolumd renched he biown
highway uridge at ..will @'0LIGNY and found a by
the north. - Troop of the &5%h Cavelry : oeonnaf:oaaeo
Squadron was novinge ahead of the oolurn with the rission
$0 reconnoiter from the am~igned assembly srea easntwerd
to the U~k kKiver and to rind and soreen oro.-lnss or
the b, Passing tShrourh i KLk, MOWY, I'AINKRREAS
GlVhisi, theoolunn reached the asserdly area at 8115
and haltod to refuel, MNo enemy resistance was m:et on
the deays march, The gas duap ad the assemdlily aree . _
oould not be found and tShe ecada$ command was foreed to - °
renain in place for laek ef fuel, eoatrary to orders to
push on to the BARe & small YToree ecnsisting of engineers,
a ecmpany of infantry, und a ‘reccnnaissance {roop, wes refual-
od with the szall amount of ges on hand, and was 2eld ia
- readiness %0 reeoamciter BAR River erossings. The mx
sisuation was orisieal,
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Un the following moraing, 8 SepSexber a foree
eonsisting of one light Samk eocmpany and one {nfantry
oompany oved out at 1100 seward the B.k River, 4t
aoon the rezaiader of the eembat eomzand followed,

The bridge was at CHKLEKY was feund fit for use and
forward slements arrived as She Mridpe at 1830, it
1700 the mein body of the eslunn wes moving into en
assenbly area, vioinity ef VAND:E35E, four miles from
the river. Forwsrd elements of the combat command hed
reached the .LUL. at PUNT 4AUGIL:, sbove ~'LiM and first
sontaot with the enemy was made at 1045, Fifle and
machine gun {ire was eneounsered and artillery fire
falling a% :GNT iUGIS kmooked ous $wo quarter tons
and personnel of 4 Troop, 88%h Cavalry “econanaissanee
8quedroR. 4t 2100 a bt{dg'hocd was sesured aecross the
river here and the engineers were on their way to
oonatruet a bhridge, iire on the far bank hid nade the
operation ciffiouls, Llemeass prodbing the U - for
other orogsings were called in, The gas situation was
still orisieal,

Conztruetion of a ponto@n dbridgs aoross the .
k£Use between LUNT L UGIS end BAZIFLLY: was begun et
midnight by i Company, 22nd rrmored ingineer Battalion,
at (300 the iufantry on the far benk was being foroced to
withdraw and ork on the briire ceased. The b-idge hedd
here hal been pushed across to a wide flat and low ly ng
" river plain which lay cosipletely exposed to enemy fire
ineluding field pieces and morturs from the high groun&
arcund bL..iwleisos  While 6he infantry was nirned down by
this fire, dajor roote answered »ith artillery fire.
at G830 an irnfantry-artillery attack was schecduled to
cross the river. .overent of the combat cor-nd wis still
belang bowsered by shortage of gss, .t 645 antRny,
45th Infentry isttelion, reinforced, was =c-t up to
as.lst Task rorce roote &nd the 47th .iel4d .Teiliery
settallon was roved forw:rd, 11,000 reiles of ~es had
arrived «t .6£30, Jismourted infartr: recrossed tle river
ar@ cdvaanged sgain:.t strong end velleorrsnizecre-istance,
Fleld cuns, ortars, sutor:tic weepcrns and vire were
asain erneountered. work ou the hridre was ~ecu-ed,
buring the mornlng the work o the ridre was comnleted
s our troops advanged into s..iui..iy where they araln met
strong recistance, oo i ting of disrcunted infantr snd
road b.ocks, Throughout the ifterncon determined res!ete
croe oontinucd, . '

- 5 -

BT | 24



WYL o 2 =¥

.00 to ana lreffective urti.lery flre feall o the river

sitin <lo-e to toa urid e wnd the advance ocommand roat of

s spebot OGm.aLl.e RO LY one road tlocks in Touo

- ore olenTeG, .n6é ll-ht tink was lost in town o' ¢ Gerran
Liet L vune oy midiivht Task Force urtoa, which had

Lo ed buron b dusk Jorce foote i the «t8ack om B, ILLES,

woooglyenesd opd helted Just short of DUUTY,

;o 7 .6 arber Lohat L omand  recgeived orders to
o -1t in -lace aat cle-r all roads es the 2-th Infantyy
v olen attac ed thrcurh us to the east, Llerents of
L1 117 e~ a.ced niagins throw-h our poaitions at G618,
Lnatlen oo pac~ived fror division to re -in in eomplate
1. te 4t ver .L.osgs to nove, ¢nd later tirt the diviajon
woule e oiu 4o L luee ror tho daye There vs little
conscet on tils late. CT 12 s2dvanced down the CUIFIU Yiver
Vvuadey puut o 4 uve

ine followiny Guy tha re .ainder of thecombat commend
crouacy the . .U~ <iver on divislon order to follow the '
Wyvonse of the 112ti Coubst Teams Juring sreater of
L0 Aty the gorbat ocsuitnu renained avserbled in
vieluity of w.u Y, leavin: the highway olear foyr thq 284k
inrantry Jivision traffic. In the afternoon ordesrs weore
regeived it the cuabat comv.and would pess through the
‘s ¢h _ivision the next doy end advance on the axis VIRTON
Ut G oemils. - BulG, To facilitate this operation General
Lernier coved his foroes to a positlon os olose as possible
valind the 112th .ombat Team. The ocmbet oommand assendled
pneusr lucMiRle~TiIi five mlles frou the Balgian dorder,

&, *» . '
i My ey ey
taotad: 199%bh segurityie ] a
929tn i3 hegiment, 198%h mmi‘y Regimens, 1 ..“.{” |

remimont. 84 Fg. bivision, 363nd Infantry Oivisiem, 6%
vy {on Battalion. ri's svasusted: 43. Morsles

ubservcs ; My
Capabilisies: Continue %o delay our advanee by Xea¥ g -
astions. | IR S |

1 kIie Vehieular 1 » ¥

R W ,& | o
Naiketd A BhulS 8 l.i% ’ 3 :




Gn th;. morning of @ Sopm-r louut m A
orossed the Belgian border and passed . o
of the 112th Combat Team, 86t%h i:ttnlrgpm.:t:&dl; BRI % e )
eolumn marehed rapidly loath of VIRTON S
aoross the frontier into the Ji.ib ﬁU or :
20d us the mein hirhway leading to the Canigal, ﬂllcl‘
roaistanoo waa ret along the route ia the form of roade
blooks, orstes, blown brilges and small arms fiféh. AN
1300 a force of dioycle troops and iafantyy were esught
nexy .THU., 950 prisonors, a« dozen vehiocles sad thres
srtl=tznk guns were Saken, U(ther Sroops sseking ecover
behind t Tallroad trein and in a villago besides the
nfghway were takea under fire, The eolumn continwmed
tarough Ll:rraChH and wes within ten miles of the eity
of LUxiiBulics at 1850, Throughout the day sinse the
crossing of the frontier, Prince Fellx eof LUXXMBOURG
acgomranied the column, iLOFe tham onoce the Prinee
shnred a1 Jitch beside the roed with .meriean -olﬁitr'
seexin. slicrltar from eneny fire,

5 the oolumn reached the outlkirtn of the capital
ir the 1._te ufternoon 1t nmet stiff resistanse from an
enery resr guard sotion defending the eisy. Several
senther tunks and infantey oontested our entry iate
wUiooluur e To the north e large mechonized eoluma was
movin: esstemrd on a nearhy p:rallel road intso She eitvy,

4T ené nrtillery hit this eolumn speedily and thirty’
variclag and t o tsrks were cestroysd. Ilsewhers the
“oir dastroy:d forty vehicles and ten tanks during the day
sed the @enlu n hed kpnoeked out several truocks and horse-
aravr vericies while mcving upthe hirhway,

gTOSOhiug the city the column halted oa oontnoi-
1y tha eueuy tan! ¢nd anti=tznk fire in the open Serrain
s tre wo. tern Jutafirt‘o Fire from v large ohateau on
toe liaft ide oi thna road was (ulckly answered and the
tirlldin. wes burned, C:r an srnor plerclng ahells were
cuning over te column ond one xedium tank and one halfe
trook vere Lit. The Uernans atarted to uull bask and one
sanbier tank was hit retrenting, at olomse range. The
aolunn o ined a € all ridge whers several Isather tanks
were obs. rved dsployed in sxocellent positioms, Tank
doatroyers wore sent around on the left flank to advance
15 wafilice up & draw that offered an excellen$ approaeh
Lt the elenye




| nLe il ey
This move wes slow in materializing ana in the reantice aire
support arrived over the head of the colurn., The »osition
of the tanks wu: marked with artillery snoxe shells sad
the F-47's oame in on the tanks in low dives. The smnall
bord loed "roved insuffieclant, &s several bo bs fell shors
and olose to the co~bat ocomrend forward observers. The
-.anes came ip «pain, vielously strsfinge The tanks were
not knccked out, but moved fron their positl ns a:z they
retre:zted oloser to the city. Two eremy tinvs wore row
runeuvering in full view of the commend party which had
been wetohing the whole opaerstion from the hand of the
solurn., .a =7, self-propelled 108 1 Howitzer was troucht
forwurd for direot fire at the tanks. une hit was scored,
surin, t..ie tine the ernery had been returninr fire intere
rnittenly and very ineffectively, Our vehicles were held
in defiladsd positions and ti.e artillery wes brousht
forward to work over the Ceriwn tenkse The excellent work
of the artiilery forvard obsgerver Lt, Tdward J. Fagan, .
and thie tank destroyers paid dividends, TFive ark 7 tanks
were deatroyed and the rer-inder retired. The oomnand
assernbled in froant of the city on © Seprtember in the
evening, prepered to foroe an entry on thes following day,
Heavyenery traffie was reportcd within the oity,

On Sunday morning, 10 leptember the combat command
entered the oity of LUXELBUULG without eoppositions The
highwuy bridge over the rddlroad, on the western edge of
the oity, was covered with Teller mines, These were ploked
:f and thrown aside without delay by Lt. Thomas ¥, Grose,

de~de~camp to the Commanding General, Tanks of the first
toon, ~ Compony, 348h Tanmk Platoen, under 1%, Thomas B,
slson, were the tirst Amoriehns %o eater the oity, The
natives were already lining the streets, dressed 1n thelr
Sunday best, waiting to eheer She approashing Amerioans,
AS 1000 tshe remainder of the soluma enSered the oity and was.
mobbed by the weleoming citisens,

. The eomdat command eolunn halted in the oity while
advanes elerants reeonnoitered for routes out to the east
and for eordisionof dridges across the ecmplex network eof .
gorges and streams thet eut through the capisal, All of




a walle=laid tua and the

- Cermans
.hit she eomdat oo-ut_ou of the quickest, hardest blowp

AS the advance guard passed the N:ZUDORP Airpors
sanks and half-traeks of A Companies 34%h Tenk Bastalioa
and B Com o 4082 rmored Infantyry Battalion were
leading oombat commsand, Infantry were riding on the
sanks, General kegnier snd Major Foete, advance guard
and 34th fank Lattalion eomnander, were aceompenying
She lead tenk, as the fourth Sank was rolling by the
air port an infantryman spotted a German gun in front
of the hangar, 400 yards %0 the right, cleverly oon- .
cezled behind a net, A few s later a gun in frogt
and the gun by the hangar fi ia splis-seeond 00~
ordinasioa and the lst and 4th tanks weat up in flemes,
The seeond and third tanks in colwusn were hit shortly
after, . TAGER tank moved from the front of the hanpar
and our iafantry, caught in the wide open terrédn), sought

oover hastily in the forest to the left flank,
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Tohl noend G bl eoluln the SO .anding Gerneral, o jor
SR e el gide, Gt, Grose, s u-ht sholtey
A SToranroy  ulldinges cith tvo 3;ueds of 1 ‘cntry-en
e T b Lewld . Loulter, ¥.0lly cut off fro: the
Lo te solun, nourpent ernll for ir =u-port und

CAILir e e v geneved, Straflss, bombin e shelliing

T S I of - 2 seeut the bal.alres 'k Jieh Coneysl

Gl thedterine idneely fron Lhe Sar.pe 4arn° from
REAN R £ artlilery Tires o rounds from 4% buzooks
PTOORR LU e Lenre. b buns 0.used tiie er sns to withe
: s Lo oan by weoas burdering on the uir field,
cbaut s lear o sletcon of ‘afentry under L%, 'ayo J.
ity o Ll oy, 49th armored e ntry 4attalion, ocane
fesEs e aran Len to reesteb. ish conraetion w th und

€ coorac oo oolante Tae Gor oan ir.fantry beran to’
o bere tieer o the vhel o foree lthdrew to o positien
SeLBUE TG Ly vanen Ul de L estime ted fifteen to
Lodily Gt on toabe wore ln front of the corbnt gommand,
¢f i sserbied Tor the ni ht between ! . rnd REX SIS I
S eor et eoraun v ent 1uto s ti 5t for tion for the
b, a4 tne sTtiilory, well Torwerd, 1.4 down o
VY conee atratl on w1l lons the frornt +here the Termens
odore Teted Lur evene ruring the everning, ‘The foll
ressien wng ser b to bth rmored Livision: e are heevily
fic sec clthen Iefandry rorce having adeguate lerege and
oo certore, crtillery Lot gunk support”, “Totel tanksg
ThoVotsli) creroting la Sront of us fiftoern to twenty,
LoRTe sean g e ole eaeny infartry, youny and acgressive,
S pres ceus sinee ercssing river hus been dua in mosg
ST LG rPRLiery.  trer pature sounter-nttack today
vt e I ve now anured - oin deferse and that foree
Fowtt e ridiy todly wss dalaying setion*, mring the
do¥ de bna arotted tank concantrations in the vieint
O o saew, 2.0 yuros to our right front, The [ ]
Pe:cien ouver oulexly «rd the a2ir w-s unable to flush
toere  wn o thla dov oanc the raosdine dayalr destroyed
7ive truond traing ond 8upply trains along the € ™LLE
CAver te cur f'ront, ' : '
vn the lolloving cornln, . Troop, 85th Cavalry
¢Ocanclasurnce Louauron, reconnoitering to the front
Chunt red the ereuy ot conlide 1l Ry loat aa Inl8 &
? 1ot woabeht tenk and vithdrew,  Dismounted infantyy
acved ¢nve more acrcas the Niluwi? alrport and up Highwgy
“0.ds ok roroe Burton wos ordered to move through the
S s ) ki .'»T on our l’“ flm.

2]
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Jurine the day . Company <oth .rmored Infantry Battalieg
worsed ticir omy up one ni:hway m-ainat aortar and
wutoretic oupona Tire and ‘ecured u noaition on the
LUKEMBOVRG iolf Course, iTur: %he west side of the

<ol Course they 1.id riorter £ire on the woods in froas
i ovieny Dauaidne w oJark 7 ten and an armored ner-onnel
CiITiire Tagl  orase focte a4genblaed on the Colf Course
in she or'tornoon, :

, in the ~santime ag) rorce Durton had worked
Liroush the town of i Lt ehadiudGy, Phe 112th Combag
18 O he 2tth Uivialon ¢ a up behind Task Force
-uiton, S the Qorbut cor. g srepured to remain in
LY po ition: for ghe il ht, £ messure gome from
~.vliica v ith optars Tor luak Forae Lurton to form g
411 1lht £t force for i~medi-te seizure of the
<L Tollo trananitter statlon at U7 T'"Re  The
Ivs o ra Ur tids ora ‘un, “udlo Luxembourg, were
Ceslblo tve 1les to trae north, Commnnd of thig foree
AR RIven Lo sior Jaek i, “Y¥e The radic station wes
LUTe L Dnt ot Lrins tre {"Kt, without enemy

<t f:llcurt o« Lorndne Task oree ¥oote

SLun L0 o tava syt Slehey ol 1 rrainat 1lizht
reslstanee Lnd roal b Ocx8e  fusk oroe .urton continued
Lhe lvance on the lart fiunk, wiopnosad, in JaiTvict
at wwen, 1ate LIoL ut 1330, Tre vl 't flank wes helted
SL a0 anetl on o scuth of cewce 86 Clevr cut s s~all

SRwE UL YL cotelodn; the COrncr.  The enenmy
Fevlieds o otire el . g0 hled on L Kigh
Cevied el LT DL, ten miles fromw the G.erian
'Y AT .

«

" -~ -
. . Vol
1, o slortlior: ey unita or elearrnts
SN A T N R T ~notloiien; 1018tk 1o Battnlion,
4 PR TR % o) dwviilong Sohtpe 13050 8r7 T enlacerent Brttalion,
T I : U R Sy Brth o a 10ty infantry JAv!aion,
Jt7 ehile oottolicn, 19th o o “lviatony 1 cormrny tanks

ST bk e oy Avicion, o o: 133 - pebility: To
cosn o Ceterdned tead ot the Donl 100 dne after
contitued 8@loyias activas,

-

Te 2L hSTEKD e sagunlties: 58 1A, %/
7 i, VeriTor usi tanke; 1 1irht tank; ;l
=3y tor %1i.ck, Jeather; Cloudy apnd co0ld, with slieht
valnfadl, B
- u - T ’{:Jé



AESTRIGIED

From the 13th tc the £3th of Septembar the ocombat
command hsd the rission of dcfending the DUCHY of LUXTDOUKRG
on a wide seoctor to the eart of the ¢spitsl, from the
vieinity of Bula s UOKF on the LAULE hiver, (north) to

IBBu.wmbvo Vil on the MUUXLLE (uouth), To aceomplish this
misaion the i zat ‘comnand was held in mobile rererve,
on contiasucu g& tus, suedcessively a$ HESTAL,CULBET
and JUI.GLI T, while ocutposts and aggressive arnored
patrols were pushed daily throughout the area to our
front, to the ..Ul ané the :.(' ilLise The 1l12th Comhat
Tean, less one dattalion, was masigned to the oonmdat
oounand during this period and was dispoaed with one
battallian to proteet the ¢ity of .Ul BOUKG and with
ciie batsalion to assist$ in the outposting of the line
Hondduadly wAlilndtionCit, %BOKERy ULILsGru, maintaining a
eompany in reserve at$ BXEID... Tl .

That the Gern=zns were holding the west bank of

20 river as thelir main line of resistance was soon
ovidont, and that our thinly sprezd foreces would de
" unable to prevent enemy patrols penetrating the river
line was also clear, The Cerzans made a determined and
sucsessful efforts to hold dridgeheads at ECHT 1+ APH,

e GIoLIG, CkEVENLACLKWR ; wINCHL INGEN and ®URY: LD INGE,
throuzh whioh their pasrols ocould filter across the
Tiver, ' The latter Stwo poiats although south of she
cor:bat esmmnnd boundary, were in s sufficiently threaten-
ing posision %0 demand our stteantion. Kot spoSs proved
to be at BEROURY, MANTERNACH erd NIZDERDONVEN, Although

-‘d in ooming beok aeross the river our
trels, eperatin -nny Swo routes from B'RUORYT to

EERBURN T Y- H and frem VWBCOKIR €0 NUIDKDOMVEN
$0 WURMELLANGE w!th special attention to ths dbridgeheads’
ot CREVENMACILLR apnd WORMELLDLNCE, had 1ittle Sroudble in
finding She enemy and ohasing out wish eonsideradle
losses on his side, During this period the alr dessroyed
shree nore troop Urains and supply treias on the MOSKLLE,
while the 47tk .rmored Field Arsillery Battalion destroyed
one train at GhUVIMMAGHER , sank one small boat oa thp
MUSELLE, fired eounter dea aissions, and
ouumu. u-umtnbmunum.nsoa.
onteing %he 5AUsR River defile at HINXE, % anti-tank
CiVhanaduing 1thoach the Oermans 414 Bet boing any

o8 end M‘w asress the river m"ﬂfc’ﬂ.
) forsified positicns and uu-tuk ;z

-u- RESTRICTED
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1= SNER SLIEORS (NORTE)

' On She 294k of Septembder the¢ eonbdat sonmand moved
porsh 10 take over the defense of the bdordar frem DISKIRON
(south do ) % the vieinisy ef CLERAUX (merth)s This
sone had beea held ously by the 10a2nd Oa L
Legonntissance Squa Again the eombat eommand was ¥\
asserbled in aob?l’c ressrve beWpeen HOLZTHUM and CONZY
and patrols snd ocutposts were dispesed om the line of
Highway 16 on e high ridge paralleling she German border,
Ua the sastera side of this ridge were numerous wooded
draws through which small Oerran patrels were adle te
:gproqch OR® outpost line. iuring this period, however,

ere was little eontass, _
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" ls ‘he sources li:sted below vere used in the
creparstion of this report:

&. Journal, =3, CC.., 5th ‘rmored Division,
(with supplement),
R. Jouranl, ‘=, CCs, 5th irmered Division,
§. .'erlodic Heports, G2, Sth ‘rmored Division.
g. Journsl, (-3 {ir, Sth _rmnored Division,
2. titerieuts of officnrs who rartieipated
in the operntions.

Yo ..6pn which cover tu:a ures o orerations fopr
e terver 1944 sre: GUG. No, 43.8, "heets o, 14, 16,
47, li, 19, 20, 21, GG . Noe 4418, _heet Mo, U=l,

to sosle 1:100,000,

e Jhis narrative wes written by lst Lt. Edwerd
P ittle, ide~ce~cnmp to Ariradier Ceneral xegnier,

+or the Cormnandine Generalt
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ANNEX #2,

Astion Againet

KILLED IN ACTION.
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SRS T D) RESULTY P AIR MISSIONS,

th nf Sgptem

TG
CLuA Pii CoA ACTION
- 3 nie TC 54D JHCL 0T ISUAGRT, OMDERS, RIC, TAKEN

0120088

0913208

204,013

1020168

1115458

730

1800k

1217005

R

Attacked aArty., st request of ((CR. Res:lts reported
good, Jestroyed or dispersed enemy, If additional
missions flown will report,

~ttaciced Vehs, twice. Hepburn reported 10 destroyed.
Torso ren-rted AT guns and Vehs, deatroysd, hut ne
estimate. Hephurn & Plastic on ren. trips found me
eneny, ~waiting planes for target of Bicvels troepe
ahead,

2 squadrons on ren, found nothing, 4 sausdrons
deatrayed 50 vehs., of which at least 10 were tanks,
slso 1 house wus damolished by homhs coatiining a

ey nosition, 1 flak 20mm prsition destroved, 1
smadron str-f-ed :nd destroyed tank nd Vehs, tat
TaVe "0 sstimite of aunber,

Fouy boabling ad straffing mlssions. Ap rax, 60 Vehs.
i w ieh 6 were tinks, nleo posdhly 5 -ore were tanks.
Turee lcns, found aothing.

First alssior ‘wn, from any fwd, elms, to ¥F & MW,
etieny “ountl,  Geccnd mission target 2 t - nks, Planes

usihie t o tiem, Ken T. to border, Destroyed 3
tra s vie, 19624, ne cont-ined c.monflsiced gans, all
MOV e matroyed 15 to 2. vehs, or rud from 9720

to 020, T ird mission ren, to Trier, ies'roved 1
Lt v o s 25 a1, & Trier, Ren fr~ Trier to
Laxenbours sleng A fourd no eneay,

Tas«<el lsider on ren, Lo NE destroyed 3 troop traine,
eacit cartaining 27 cars, S5 mi., from Trier,

M, laam, 90 167 nt 17508, . ne lapk § tank knoocked
out by 50 ¢ 4, I Trom plane, nenetrated lower side
Tull a3t [svel of bocie wheels. Sug est sotify air
peonle.

Mrev adss o ores, vie, 9770 to 9323, e enemy found,
Trens ot n Toso el sTth troons foun vie, 1023 moving N,
Teciroee eastees dhont 20 cars, miach personael, 18
vao raviee Povie, 0820 destroyws, (Cenersl ren,
Between L gve hewipr ot Sorder, no ecneny fooand,

Py 0 S ir ais-lon mnde your ‘ront “117454. Cat
Criovannseler il in three places, traffe  tewaprd
Triar degtract: % yens 4 mnany parsonnel,

.
(;'\



» ’J, Ar : “Q", 5 : L.‘:)‘-"’k L Y LU
ot . Lanst
o ar yort n 2o Voan v TP F AR N RN’ F A0,
Jonts of Centesher, 1944,

L P 3 UETT S ORTIRISATI NS
21 2 318 Apmny wa op,
02 1l 512 koh, Bn,
03 7 358 .Inf, Div,, 510, 512 %obh, #uns,
Ob 1
J5 0
06 10 199th Security Rgt., 5 Para, v,
oY 23 769 L5 wte, 195, 199 See, iigts. .
Ve 9 2 P2, Div,, 350 Inf. HAv,, 199 seec, .ct., 4 Obsn, on.
09 110 309 Arazenian 8n, A
10 7 1016 Ls 4n,, 48 Inf., Div,
11 e 352 Inr, :epl, Bn., 19th Inf, uiv. '
1> 8 "B, Brig, FRLOH UHALLs, 19th Inf. Uiy,
13 8 36th Inf, Div., 19th In’. v,
14 20 J6th Inf, Oiv., 15 Pz, Gr. iv., 506 ke 1, Bn,, 19th Inf, Div,
15 h 19th Inf, Jiv,
16 5 106 Pz, Brie., S Papa. ifv.
17 1
2 1 T Infe Ret., 36 Inf. Div,
23 1 999 T™ng. Rgt. '
25 é 5 Para, Div,, 212 (S Bn,
28 2

23, - Cumilative total for aonth,

1070 - Cumulatlve tolsl fop cammpign,

NOTE: In orcier to nrevent delaving the advance, “orwsr! elaments
turned prisoners over t~ ‘he FFI wherever pos {‘le. For
this reason the totsil riven dres not give x comnlete ricture,
The FF1 forces were invsluatle in vacuating nrisoners,
sesuring oaptured villa;:n, locat.ng enexy Froups, ete,,
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IREATER SERVICE PORCES

| - EUROPEAN THEATER ;8 Dec 45
; |

T | (Main) APO 757
e AG 3519.1 His-AGO RESTR"}TFH 8 December 1945
SUBJECT: Af ter Action Reports
TO ¢ The Anjutant General, Washington 25, D. c. R

l., Inclosed herewith one copy each of After Action Reports .\\‘
f Combat Command "A", S5th Armored Division for the months of
August and September 1944’.

, ' .
. 2+ One copy of each report has been withdrawn by this (\
headquarters for further study. '

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

R N r .
C £l
/ ’ ROBERT F. SHEARuR N
R Captaln, AGD %\)
2 Incls: as stated - Assistant Adjutant General.

Telephone Number: Frankfurt 33225
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "A"
APO No 255

U. S. Army

30 May 1945.

th Armd Div
HPH

Subject: Report of Action No. 2, Month of September 194.L.
To : Commanding General, 5th Armored Division,
‘ APO No 255, U. S, Amy.
Attached hereto 1s revised Report of Action a.(a.instv the eneay No. 2,
month of September 194lL.
' For the Commanding General:

HENRY P. HALSELL,
Captain, C. E.,
S=3 Air.

319.1 GNNJG 1st Ind,

(30 May 46)
HEADQUARTERS 5TH ARMORED DIVISION, APO No 255, Ue Se Army, 1€ Jure 1945.
THRUs Commending General, XXI Corps, APO No 101, Ue S. Army. .

0 : The Adjutemt General, Wasidngton, De Ce

C. C. D,
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RESTRIGTED
31h.7 AG 24 Ind

HQ XXI CORPS, APO 101, U. S. Army, 17 June 19LS.
] . .
T0: Commanding General, Seventh Army, APO 758, U. S. Army.

Forwarded herewith rov:fsed after action report of the Combat Command "A%,
Sth Arsored Division for the month of September 19LL.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERALs :
: / .
AGD

L S SILBERNAGzEL
CAPT
ASST AG

/vdn
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1. CAMPAIGN: Northern France and Germany.

24 COMMANDERS:
Combat Command A, 5th Armd Div - Brig Gen Eugene A Regnier, 08295, USA.

Hq & Hq Co, Combat Command A - Captain Karl W Roth, 01010340, Inf.

34th Tk Bn = Major Glen L Foote, 0450438, Cav, (1=-2 Sept); Lt Col Karl
L Scherer, 018784, Cav (2=30 Sept).

46th Armd Inf Bn - Major William H Burton, 0366028, Inf.

47th Armd FA Bn = Lt Col John B Rosenzweig, 0246291, FA.

A Co, 22nd Armd Engr Bn - Capt Joseph F McCann, 0456339, CE.

A Co, 75th Med Bn -~ Capt Sanford M Langsom, Ok24L70, MC. '

400 Armd FA Bn = Lt Col John R McLean, 023140, FA.

3. LOSSES IN ACTION:

&, Personnel: See annexes 1 and 2.

bs Vehicular: See annex 3.
4. ENEMY LOSSES:

See annexes 4 and 6.
5. NARRATIVE.
I. AISNE RIVER TO ESNES.

Maps: GSGS 4336, 1/100000, Sheets 11, 15, 18 and 19.
A. The enemy,

The 348th Inf Div and the 47th Inf Div which had been defending the Aisne
and Oise River crossings around Compiegne rotnctod_northout along the Oise and
Sambre Canals covered by small delaying detachments. As the operation progressed
contact was made with 18th GAPF Inf Div and 12th SS Hitler Jugend Div.

Prisoners were taken fram the 18th GAF, 348th Inf, and from the Arty PBns
of the 12th SS and the 47th Inf Divisions.
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The eneuy made clever use of the river lines blowing all hridges in our
Path over the Oise and Mrc Canals and Rivers,
B. Aetion.

On the night of 31 August CCA was attlchodtothokthmm'. The
command reverted to division control at 1200 2 September.

. CCA, with the . 4th Intf piv, huthon.tnionofglinin‘tholinomm
4100 n:l.lu north in Belgium, by nightfall 2 Septs By way of orieantatien, on the
last two days of August V Corps had Passed through Paris and attacked northeast
toward the Aisne River and the Foret de Compiegne. The 4th and 28th Infantry
Divisions initiated the move, attacking abreast with the Lth on the right, On
the 31st, the 5th Armd Div had Passed through the infantry and continued the
attack to the Compiegne Forest and the Aisne River at a point further east., At

the time of attachment to the 4th Inf Div, CCA was disposed with two forces.

Major Burton with Hq/L6éth and G Cos marries was 7 Km north of the Aisne River
from his crossing at Pommiers, just west of Soissons. The remainder of the

command was southeast of the Compiegne Forest vicinity Rothcuil-llorion'nl. The
47th and 4OOth FA Bns were attached to CCA for its operation with the Lth Inf Div,
The 400th was given to TF Burton. The 4th Inf Div moved north in three colums;
CT 22 with TFB on the right, CCA(=) with CT 12 in the ceater, and CT 8 on the

left. The 4th Div detached from CCA the Ron troop and the air support party.
At 0650 1 Sept CCA(=), (hereafter referred to as CCA; operations of TPFB

will be covered separately), moved northeast intending to oross the Aisne near
Attichy, Light opposition was encountered to the river. Bridges, except for

the railroad bridge at Vic sur Aisne, were found blown, Observed artillery fire
was received at the bridge site, but the bridge was secured and a few vehicles
including tanks were crossed before we were ordered into an assembly area south

of the river. CCA crossed the Aiane at Attichy beginning 0320 2 September on a b
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treadway bridge built by the 4Lth Division. At 0600, when leading elements had
entered Pont L'Bveque south o!i' Noyon, enemy machine gun fire was received near
Tracy sur Mont. At the Oise Canal all bridges in our zone were found to be
blown. A request for bridging to the 5th Armored Division was denied, CCA
reverted to division control at noon on the 2nde The division had already
passed in front of us through Noyon and was bridging the Somme at Hamm. Lacking
bridging equipment, A/22nd began, in the aftermoon, to construct a ford., This
work was carried on until 0100 when permission was received to use the 4th
Division's bridge at Appily. The command moved at once to cross. By this time
the country to the north had been cleared by the passage of the 5th Armored and
the 4th infantry divisions and we marched by way of Hamm, by-passing St. Quentin
to the west, and thence to Esnes, our assigned assembly area. The column closed
in bivouac at 1600 on the 3d of September. TFB was just east of Le Cateau at
1700, and guides were sent to bring his force to the assembly area. Warning
orders were l;ccoivod froa Division for a move southeast at 0700 the next day.
Throughout this operation Major Burton's force (Hg/kéth, C Cos married,
1 Plat A/85th, and 40O FA) was attached to Task Force Taylor of the 4th Inf Div,
nunpidwuonofminuiungcorouingonrthoumonﬂmmna |
instrumental in enabling General Taylor to push repidly nofth to his objective.
Enesy resistance was met at Folembray at 011625 after crossing the Canal de
L'Cise ot L'Alene. Heavy fighting ensued and General Taylor broke his force into
two coluans with TFB leading the left or west column oo axis Danisy-Ribemant-
Guise~ls Catesu~Valenciennes. Opposition was overcome at du,k and the column
moved north seeking a bridge over the Oise and Serre Rivers. Bridges were blowm
snd the ealumn vewred east from its intended course following the south bank of
the Serre. hnqcrtﬂhwﬁrofmnoﬂhottho&nmnuindatmuv.
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A dam 2 Septesber the two colwine of TP Sepler rejoined south of Crecy. A
Waér:qﬂw;tmom-ovmt north resumed, After
erossing the Iren River south of Guise the column again split with T!Bming
toward Le Cateass Suall arms fire was received at Nassapes and the bridge
over the Sambre Canal, though prepared for demclition, was taken intact.,
Moving on, an 88eam gun and an armored vehicle were knocked out near Wassigny
and a tank and several vehicles lnro destroyed near Ribeauville. During the -
evening orders were received to halt the advance of the task force, and Major
Burton bivouaced at L'Abre de Guise. That night several enemy vehicles and
a SP gun supported by infantry approached his roadblocks and were destroyed.
On the following afterncon, 3 September, General Taylor's two columns assembled
at Pommereuil, east of Le Cateau. | |

II. ACROSS THE MEUSE.
Maps: G8G8 4336, 1/100000, Sheets 11, 15, 1é and 17.
Ae 'The enexy,

The 5th Armd Div moved southeast across the rear of VII Corps to gain
and cross the line of the Meuse River vicinity Sedan. No enemy resistance was
met until the Meuse was reached, CCA encountered resistance at Bazeilles. The
enemy resisted our crossing with small arms, machine gun, and artillery fire
together with wire entanglements on the far bank, After our crossing resistance
continued in the form of strong road blocks from Bazeilles to Douzy. Enemy
elements in contact were chiefly the 195th and 199th Security Regiments with the
5th Par Div, 769th LS Regiment, 2nd Pz Div, 352 Inf Div, and 4th Obs Bn also
represented. A total of 43 prisoners were evacuated.

B. Action.
On the morning of 4 September the combat command received orders to
RESIRICTED g %
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move south and east to seize, with the division, orossings over the Meuse
vicinity Sedan, CCA was to contact Lth Inf Div on the left and XX Corps on
the right. The command moved south to St. Quentin and then east. The objective
of the day's march wa’..s Mewsmont, north of Rethel on the Adene,

At 1130 the column reached the blown highway bridge at Mont d'Origny
but found a by-pass to the north. A/85, attached to CCA, was sent ahead to
reconnoiter from Mesmont east to the Bar River to find and screen crossings
over the Bar. Passing through Marle, Rozy, Mainkressy, and Givron the command
reached the assembly area at 2110 and halted to refuel. No enemy were encountered
on the Mh. There was not sufficient gas available for refueling though encugh
for about 30 more miles remained. The command was forced to remain in place
despite orders to push on to the Bar. A small task force of engineers, a Co of
infantry, and a troop of Rcn was refueled with the small amount of gas available
and this force held in readiness to Ron the Bar River crossings.

On the following morning, 5 Septeaber, a task force of the light tanks

"~ from the light tank Co, moved out at 1100 and crossed the Bar River at Chemery

at about 1530, At 1700 the rest of the command went into an assembly area just
" west of Vendresse. The forward TF contacted the enemy at Pont Maugis at about
1745. Resistance was initially light and by 2100 an infantry bridgehead had
been established on the flat river plain west of Baseilles. The fuel situation
remained critical and the rest of the command remained near Vendresee except
that the 4OOth FA, better off for fuel than our other units, was able to move to
a position north of Bulson from which to support the crossing. |
A/22 began construction of & fleating treadway bridge at Pont Msugls at
mdnight. By 0300 machine gun, mortar, and artillery fire from Daseilles and
' the high ground beyond had foroed back our bridgehesd and stopped the work ef
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the engineers. A total of 11,000 gallons of gas was received at 0600, and
C/L6th reinforced moved at oa.s to assist at the river while the A7th moved
into position vicinity Bulson.

Diamounted infantry recrossed the river against strong, well organised
resistance. Artillery, mortar, automatic weapons fire, and wire were again
encountered. The bridge was completed at 1220 and our troops advanced into
Bageilles, Road blocks with infantry and AT guns were encountered in the town
and beyond, but they were slowly reduced with ths loss of one light tank. By
midnight, TF Burton, which had passed through the 34th to attack Bazeilles,
had advanced to a point just short of Dousy.

On 7 September CCA received orders to halt in place and clear all roads
for the 28th Infantry Diviaioq's attack to the east., Elements of CT 112 began
passing through our positions at 0615, Notice was received from division to
remain in a state of readiness to move, but later that we would remain in place
for the day. There was little enemy contact of this date.

On the 8th the remainder of the command crossed the Meuse on Division
order to. follow the advance of CT 112, Throughout most of the day however the
command remaine& vicinity Douzy leaving the highway clear for the 28th Infantry
Division. In the afternoon orders were received for us to pass through the 28th
on the 9th and to advance on axis Virton-Aubange-ILuxembourg. To expedite the
proposed operation General Regnier moved his forces to Thonne le Thil, immediately
behind CT 112,

III. LUXEMBOURG.
Maps: GSGS 4336, 1/100000, Sheet 17; GSGS 4416, 1/100000, sheet Ul.

| greTanTE
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On 9 September the enemy delayed our advance to Luxembourg with road
blocks, some craters, and a number of blown bridges. Near Luxembourg resistance
mcm;od and tanks were encountered. A mechanized column was observed on our
left retreating east. Large bodies of enemy troops were reparted by civilians,
mostly to the left of our line of march but were not brought to battle. Eneamy
units identified on the 9th were 506th Mobile Battalion of Von Fritsche Regt,
elements of the 19th Inf Div, and the 809th Armenian Battalion of the 48th Inf Div,

'mo( eneay, on the 10th, offered no real defense in the city of Luxembourg
itself but resisted strongly our advance east with numerous tanks, mortars, and
aggressive infantry. These troops were of the highest quality, well trained
and aggressive. The same type resistance continued on the llth but decreased
materially on the 12th. The reason for this sudden decrease in resistance which
had been s0 strong is not clear but it appears that it may have been &cmco, on
the 1lth, fighter bombers workdng with CCA destroyed 7 trains on the railroads
from Luxsmbourg to Trier., This railroad was quite busy on the 10th and llth with
trains aoving east alamost under our nose. After the destruction of 7 of these
trains by our air the ground defense lost its reison d'etre and so virtually
disappeared. flhcthor or not this explanation is correct is, of course, not known,
but at nightfall on the 1llth General Regnier, lkmowing of the 7 trains destroyed,
predicted that there would be little resistance the next day.

Units identified were the §09th Armenian Bn, tanks of the 60th Ps Gr Div,
elements of 19th Inf Div,; and Ps Brig Feldhernhalle, A total of 110 prisoners
were taken on 9th September and 23 were taken en the follewing three days.

Tenk erews of Ps Brig Feldhernhalle were the finest ever met by CCA. Even
‘when subjeoted to attacks by fighter bombers and some 12 TD's the tanks moved

dcﬂ:udmﬁmmmmhnmmmmrrkhgmﬁnmﬁl
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they had reashed a defiladed position. Mof!m-bmtho/mm an

. excellent demonstration of his tank tactics. Mark V and Mark VI tanks were
employed in the epen with long fields of fire available. His tanks were
protected from ours by their heavy armor and by their longer range guns. In
addition, we were prevented from approaching with infantry by his om infantry
in the woods to the rear and flanks of his tanks.

B. EKlements affecting the Action.

CCA spproached Luxembourg by a narrow valley which widened as it rose
to a relatively flat plateau about 10 Km west of thg city. ERast ;>f Luxembourg
was a high plateau, 40-50 percent wooded with desply dissected valleys. 'l‘ho'
most critical terrain features were the deep and narrow :lofiln by which the
roads east from Luxembourg gained the high plateau.

Ce Action.

On the morning of 9 September CCA crossed the Belgian border and paaud_
through CT 112 of the 28th Infantry Division. The column marched rapidly south
of Virton, through Aubange, across the frontier into the Grand Dﬁctw of
Luxembourg and up the main highway leading to the capitol. Resistance was in
the form of roadblocks, craters, blown bridges, AT and small arms fire. At 1300
a force of bicycle troops and infantry was caught near Athus. A dozen vehicles,
3 AT guns and 50 prisoners were taken. Other troops seeking shelter behind a
railroad train and in a village beside the highway were taken under fire. |
Numerous large enemy concentrations were repérted to the left of our axis of
advance but were never brought to battle. By 1550 our column was vithin 10
miles of the city of Luxunbourg.

As we neared the capitol resistance increased markedly a.nd a number of

Panther tanks made their appearance. To the north a large mechanized column was
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discovered moving east on a route parallel to our own. This force was
engaged by our artillery and supporting aircraft with the result that 30
vehicles and 2 tanks were destroyed. Elsewhere the air destroyed 4O vehicles

and 10 tanks and our column knocked out several trucks and horsedrawn vehicles
)
while moving up the highway.

Enemy armor and AT guns were met in the open terrain near the western
outskirts of Luxembourg. Fire fron a large chateau on the left was silenced
and the building burned. Two of our medium tanks and one of our half tracks
were hit. The enemy pulled back and one Panther tank was knocked out at
close range while withdrawing. Our people then gained a small ridge from
which could be observed several Mk V tanks to our front deployed in excellent
positions. TD's were sent to the left to take the enemy in the flank by way
of a amall draw. This attack was slow in materializing and fighter bombers,
which had just arrived, were put on the tanks. The planes hombed and sfrafed
and the tanks, though not destroyed, moved to positions nearer the city. One
4-7, SP 105 was brought up and direct fire employed against the German tanks
\ith the result that five were destroyed and the remainder withdrew, These
were then hunted by bazooka teams of 629th TD Bn and it is believed that as
many a8 five or six more were destroyeds CCA assembled west of Luxembourg
prepared to force an entry the following morning. Interdiction fire waé put
on the main escape routes from the city.

CCA entered Luxembourg at 0940 10 September. The highway over RR bridge
in the western edge of the city was found with roadway barred by Tellermines
but these were quickly removed. Within the city the large spans in the center

were found intact and our troops advanced o the eastern edge where fire was

recelved froﬁ the high ground commanding the exit road.

. ¢
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The action for the remainder o f the day will be oovered in great detail
as it furnishes an excellent exampls of the defense of a defile on ene hand
and the attack through a defile on the other. The road which CCA was Zoreed
to take out of Luxembourg crossed the Wosen River and thence rose by way of a
narrow defile to the plateau to the east. A high cliff was on the right and
precipituous drop immediately on the left while further to the left across
the stream rose another and higher cliff, About 2000 yards froa the bridge
the road turned left, crossed the railroad and joined the main highway to Trier.
At this point the high ground on the right petered out in some woods and a
westward pointing ridge line dropped down to approximately the level of the road,
About 1 Km further east was a road junction or "Y", One route led east to
Sandweiler and the other led northeast through the lower edges of Grunenwald.
Just mast of the "I" and between the two roads was the airport and further east
the Luxembourg Golf Course, As can be seen from the 1/100000 map, woods
surrounded the airport on three sides. From about our junction with the main
highway to the woods in rear of the airport the ground was flat and lacking
in cover and concealment except for the woods and a few scattered buildings.
With such a dangerous defile to pass through the question might well be
asked why General Regnier chose to force it on the afternoon of the 10th rather
than take the time to reconnoiter to the south of the city for a safer route
onto the plateau. Aside from the value of time and his desire to lose none,
there were a number of reasons for his decision. CCA had an assigned assembly
area for the night some 10 Km east of Luxembourg; citizens in the capitol were
in a very festive mood and plying our troops with too much liquor so that the
General was anxious to clear the place as quickly as possible; Luxembourg was of
political importance as Prince Consort Felix had returned with our troops and
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the defense of the capitol could best be served by our pushing rapidly through
to regain contact with the enemy; and, in addition, the defile could not be
avoided without going far to the south of the city.

The bridge over the Wosen River was reported defended and prepared for
demolition, but the enemy withdrew and the bridge was taken intact. General
Regnier took personal charge of the operation and,at 1400, sent dismounted
infantry of B/L6éth up the defile with one platoon on the road and a second
platoon orowning the heights on the right. Tanks and half tracks remained at
the bottom, Our infantry on the heights met enemy infantry and bicycle troops,
drove them back, and outflanked some AT positions. Artillery fire was put
on the woods at the turn and killed a large number of enemy infantry. Our
two forces of infantry came together at the turn and a light tank was broughf.
up. This tank was immediately knocked out by an enemy gun which could not be.
located. General Regnier continued with the infantry to the main highway.
Here he brought up five medium tanks, mounted some 4O infantrymen t hereon, and
moved at 1630 east to the "Y" and thence northeast to the left of the airport.
With this force he intended to establish a small bridgehead and get his troops
out of Luxembourg and the defile before nightfall,

As the point came abreast of the airport the lead tank was knocked out
by AT fire from the front. The driver was able to back the tank off the road
before it was hit four more times and burned. Shortly thereafter the remaining
4 tanks were hit by enemy tanks firing from vicinity of the airport hangers
some LOO yards to the right. Our infantry sought cover in the woods to the
left; but General Regnier, his aide, and 6-8 infantrymen and orew members of
the knocked out tanks remained among the buildings to the right of the road.
The General called for air and artillery. PFighter bombers appeared Q.host

/7
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-immediately and bombed and strafed enemy tanks in and about our people by the
buildings. General Regnier sent a basooka team against an enemy tink s ome
20-30 yards away. Two rounds missed and the tank withdrew. Sinmltanocualy‘
with the air, the 47th and the 4OOth fired battalion concentrations into the
area. The 987 FA (SP 155's) came in shooting wild and forced the Commanding
General and his party to withdraw. Enemy forces were estimated as 11 tanks at
this time.

After about an hour a platoon of infantry fram A/46th commanded by Lt.
Mayo J. Elliot arrived to reinforce what remained of the point. This force
moved across the airport to clear the buildings arocund the hanger. At this
time they were counterattacked by about a campany of infantry from the woods
on the right. The artillery forward observer, Lt. Eagan, put artillery quickly
and accurately on the enemy breaking up the attack. Our infantry began to reform
but was immediately scattered by 120=mm mortar fire. The Commanding Ceneral
designated a second rallying point, but again mortar fire was received, and the
platoon leader was wounded. The Commanding General returned to the main body
then halted west of the "Y" and directed the 34th into an assembly area just out
of the defile and about 1000 yards west of the "Y". By this time the LOOth FA
had doubled the column and was going into position in the same area. The CP
and the engineers bivouaced further south between the railroad and Hamm. The
L6th remained in Luxembourg that night. ; Our artillery laid down heavy protective
fires and intermittent contact was made with the enemy throughout the night. The
following message was sent to division. "e are heavily engaged with an infantry

force having adequate large and small mortars, artillery and tank support. Total

1 The 46th remained in Luxembourg on Division order and was not released until
1500 the next day.
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tanks, Mark v, still opmting;.n front of us, 15 to 20. There seems to be
ample enemy infantry, young and aggressive, Our progress since crossing the
river has been due in most part to artillery., Fram nature of counterattack
today estimate we have now engaged main defense and that force fought earlier
today was delaying actian',

During the day our supporting aireraft executed four bombing and strafing
missions and three Armd Recces. They destroyed 60 vehicles and é=11 tanks. ,
tank concentration was spotted near 'Sundmucr, 2000 yards to our right frent.
The tanks reached cover quickly and the air wWas unable to flu-h thea, The
386th Pighter 8q of the 356th Fighter Gp is particularly deserving c;t commendation
for the signal service it rendoﬁd the combat command on this date. 1In attacking
the enemy tanks at the airport the pilots bombed and strafed within 50 yards
of the Commanding General and his party giving the finest demonstration of elose,
accurate air support ever observed by a member of this command,

The enemy's plan of defense was, by this time, clur{. He orowned the
heights évorlooldng the road with infantry and placed AT guns so as to deny us
the use of the road itself, Around the exit to the defile he deployed some

110-20 Mk V tanks 50 as to bring all guns to bear on the exit. These tanks were

and planes with which to bomb and strafe uss That CCA was able to force the
defile is attributed to superiority in air and artillery and to the aggressive
action of the point in fighting the eneay to a standstill,

On the following morning, 11 Septeaber, A/85, Teconnoitering to the frunt,
found the enemy in Sandweiler, lost & M-8 armored car and & light tank, lnd
withdrew, Our Mtod infantry was seat across. the highway and up highway #1,
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TF Burton was ordered to move an the left throwgh Grunewald. Me eatered| this

. fomt‘ at 1530 and moved rapidly throu;h reaching hﬂl‘q | 4 lb”t
1615, This maneuver was Successful in removing pressure from the rm.‘i#da..
up the highway. During the day A/Léth moved up the highway against morter and
sutomatic weapons fire and secured a Position on the Luxembowrg Golf Course,
Mortar fire on the woods to the front flushed a Mark V tank and an arsored
personnel carrier, The 34th reassembled in the afterncon on the @It eourse
and reached a position near SOnninggrborg by nightfall, Om D:l.viaicn order a
fast, light foree of one platoon each of infantry, light tanks, and engineers
Was sent that night to seige the large radio station at Junglinster. Major
Jack B. Day of the Léth commanded this force from TP Burton and suocoeeded in
seizing Radio Luxembourg intact., On this date supporting aircraft nade 4 Armd
Recces during which they destroyed 7 trains on the railroads to Trier and made
one bombing and strafing attack on a Mk V tank which they destroyed.

On the 12th the 34th advanced up highway #1 against defended roﬁblooko.
TF Burton continued on the left unopposed through Eschweiler and Bwer. The
34th was delayed at the RJ south of Weiler by a small enemy force which soon
withdrew. The entire command assembled for the night on the high ground just
east of Hemstal, '
IV. DEFENSE OF LUXEMBOURG (South),

Maps: GSGS 4416, 1/100000, Sheets Ul and ™, .
A+ The enemy.

During the period 13-26 September the eneay along the Luxsabourg-Cerman
border was identified from prisoners as 19 Inf Div, Mobile Regt Von Fritsche,
> Para Div, and 36 Inf Div. The eneay was initially relatively inactive but
became more and more active as the period progressed. In our zone the Siegfried
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Line came down to the Sauer River, and throughout the period the line was
actively manned. It soon became evident that the enemy intended to hold his
bridgeheads across the Sauer and Moselle Rivers at Echternach, Wasserbillig,
and Grevenmacher. The enemy became very sensitive about these points and
greeted our patrols in the area with well directed artillery fire. He sent
numerous strong patrols from his bridgeheads and seemed well aware of the
large gap that existed on our right between the First and Third Armies.

B. The action.

From the 13=26th September the combat command had the mission of
defending the Duchy of Luxembourg on a wide front to the east of the capitol
from Bollendorf on the Sauer River to Ninderdoven on the Moselle. To do this
the command was held in mobile reserve on continual alert status successively
at Hemstal, Colbet, and Junglinster while ocutposts and aggressive armored
patrols were pushed daily throughout the area to our front. The 112th CT
less one battalion of infantry was attached to CCA during this period and
was disposed with one battalion to protect the city of Luxembourg and with one
battalion to assist in outposting the line Herborn, Manternach, Wecker, Olingen
while maintaining a company in reserve at Beidweiler,

That the Germans were holding the r.lvér as thelr MIR was soon evident
and that our thinly spread forces would be unable to prevent enemy patrols from. |
infiltrating was demonstrated, The enemy made a determined and successful
effort to hold bridgeheads at Echternach, Wasserbillig, Greveamasher, Winch-
dringen, and Wormeldange through which their patrols could cross the river.

The latter two points, although south of our seetor, were d;ngomu enough
’ to demand our attention. Our patrols operating generally two routes from
Berdorf to Herborn to Menternach and from Wecker to Neiderdonven to Wormeldange
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with special atteatiom to thobrld;d;om at Grevenmacher and Wormeldange, were
generally suceessful in intercepting and routing enemy patrols with considerable
lesses to his side. During this period the air destroyed 3 trains on the
Moselle and the 47th destroyed one train, sank a amall boat on the Mosells,
fired counter battery missions, and supported our patrols. Four light tanks
were lost in one action on the Sauer River at Hinkel. Three were lost to AT
fire from across the river and one ran over a cliff while returning from the
actions One half track was lost at a mined road block in Grevenmacher. We
suffered casualties every day of the period,

Very early, on the 13th, our patrols went to Grevenmacher and found the
tomn defended with road blocks on all roads. Further north our patrols could
not get so close to the river and received moderate mortar and artillery fire,
There appeared to be a larger bridgehead around Wasserbillig,

On the 14th a cleanup force was sent to the south of Flaxweiler and
several small groups of enemy were mopped up. A patrol was able to get to the
river at Morsdorf after receiving moderate artillery fire on the way, Another
patrol went to within 1 Km of Grevenmacher without any enemy reaction.

On the 15th the command moved to vicinity of Colbet. Patrols were sent
to the north and east and reached the river opposite Bollendorf, west of
Echternach, and at Hinkel. Attempts to cross the river were unsuccessful but
good OP's were established. The patrol at Hinkel was fired on by an AT gun across
the river and three light tanks were lost. The enemy lines across the river,
where observed, were well manned and alert,

On the 16th CCA moved to vicinity Junglinster and continued patrolling,
principally to the south of Echternach. The 85(~) was attached to screen south
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and east of Luxembourg city and to make contact with frieadly forces to our south.

Fr§n 17-20._ patrolling continued with numerous enemy contacts and artillery
fire near Echternach and Grevenmacher. On the 20th a strong patrel was seat
toward Grevenmacher, ' This patrol cleared the woods before Grevenmacher but did
not get into the town. Supporting artillery destroyed one armored car and a
freight train with 6 cars in Grevenmacher.

Similar patrol activity continued for the remainder of the period except
that on the 2i4th a strong demonstration was made against Grevenmacher. C Cos
married with one battery 105s and one battery 155s in support moved at 1000 and
gained the high ground about 3000 yards west of Grevenmacher. The infantry
dismounted and cleared the wooda before the vehicles were brought forward. As
C Cos reached the crest overlooking the Moselle River they received small aras
and machine gun fire but quickly neutralised this with 60-mm mortars. Artillery
fired on Grevenmacher for two hours and one platoon of tanks shelled barracks
across the river destroying five. C Cos withdrew at 1600 and, in so deing,
received heavy artillery and mortar fire in the gap between the advance guard and
the main body. .

This period just covered was the most valuable period for training timt
CCA ever had, but this training was gained only at the cost of casualties each
day. The command had suffered 420 casualties up to 12 September, these being
principally in the infantry and tank battalions. There was a dafinite need for
training replacements, especially platoon leaders. The pomnl patrel used was
one marrived platoon supported by at least one battery of artillery. The plateen
leader was forced to go to the target ares, fight for observation, and direet the
fire of artillery, mortars, and asssult guns on the enemy. To further train
‘the battalion c;amngm and their staffs, 2 patrols were ssat out daily, Shth
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and iéth alternating, The battalisen commander was required to so direct his
patrols that they joined at the conclusion of their assigned independent missions

and attacked a designated enemy position. \
V. DEFENSE OF LUXEMBOURG (North).

On the 27th September CCA moved north to take over the defense ef the !
Inmmbourg—Gemaq border from Dielcirch north to Clersux. This sone had been ‘
held by the 102nd Cav Ron 8Sq. The command was assembled as a mobile reserve
between Holzthum and Consthum with patrols and outposts on the line of highway
16 which paralleled the German border. This road followed a high ridge and was
exposed to observation from across the border. This was the same road whioh
later became infamous under the name of "Red Ball Highway" or "Skyline Drive",

On the eastern side of the ridge were numerous wooded draws through which enexy
patrols were able to approach our outpost line. Even at this early date the
Germans sent patrols to cut the Red Ball Highway and ambush our vehicles. On
the 28th the enemy blew a culvert under the highway at P8136l1l, On the same

day, at 0600, a 20 man patrol was contacted east of Weiler and driven back across
the border. Another patrol was contacted near Wahlhaused (P8455) and two PWs
taken, This patrol had as its mission the capture of an American PW. (Considerable
activity took place on this date around Hosingen (P821590). The 28th Inf Div was
forced out of the town in the morning. That afternoon our forces, light tanks
and infaniry, clegred the town and the draw running from Neidhausen and Roders-
hausen. Enemy patrol activity continued on the 29th and 30th, In addition to
patrol activity the Germans fired artillery concentrations at the highway, the
most frequent one falling near Holzthum,
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ANNEX #1,
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COMBAT COMMAND "A®, STH ARMORED DIVISION.
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ANNEX #3,
Action Against
lnpw Report #2,

N

COMBAT COMMAND "A®, 5TH ARMORED DIVISION.

VEHICULAR LOSSES.

Month of September, 1

Tank, medium M=4 . .
Tank, Light, M=5 . .
Half Track « » o o «
Truck, Ton Cargo.
THICk’ lb-l’on. e o

. ANMEX #,
Action Against

Bnexy Report #2,

o & o O o

s & o o o 5
¢ & & o o 7 .
e 6 o o o 1
o & & 0 o l
e & & o o 2

ENEMY MATERIEL DESTROYED OR CAPTURED.

&th of Sog&r. 12&0

. M, Mc IV ooooooooooooooooootooooooo”f

mk’ m v 0800080008 0068000000000000000
Tank, Type UnKnowntl eeccecccscscccscons
Half Track eceecesscececcsscoccoccnnoce
TrUcKS cecteecedonsessecsesscscccsccee

AT Quns, Towed, 75 to 88w esccccscse

AT Guns; 8P ecescteocscsssccscsccosone

m’ 105", towed cecceccecconcecces
Wagons, horsedraMn sececececocscnccsce
Canal Boat ccccecssssscccsssecocescace
Train Engine cececececcsccsccsccceccsce
Train Cars seseessscecesscccaccsconces
Miscellanecus Vehicles (type uninowm).
m m 000000000000 000000000000000

conrrHRoHr RN M

Adr Controlled or

—————

Regues ted by CCA
Tank, MK V seceecesescececcnncss 1
Teank, Type unknown ceseccececccse 22
Trucks eeceocscaccsoseccscct 00ee 15
Train Bngine sescececccascr seces 18
Traln Cars seccecevecccssccsseees 80
Miscellaneous Vehicles (type  140=150

unknown)

Flak 20-am tesescensccssessesses 1
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COMBAT COMMAND "A", 5TH ARMORED DIVISION.

Enexy Report #2. PARTIAL LIST OF PRISONERS OF WAR TAKEN.

Month of September, 1944
w UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS

3)8 Army AA Bn.
512 Mcb. Bne
358 Inf Div, 510, 512 Mob Bns.

199th Security Rgte., 5 Para Div,

769 LS Regt, 195, 199 Sec Rgts.

2 Ps Div, 352 Inf Div, 199 Sec Rgt, 4 Cbsn Bn.
809 Armenian Bn,

1016 LS Bn, 48 Inf Div,

352 Inf Repl Bn, 19th Inf Div,

Ps Brig Feldhernhalle, 19th Inf Div,

36th Inf Div, 19th Inf Div,

36th Inf Div, 15 Pz Gr Div, 506 Repl Bn, 19th Inf Div,
19th Inf Div,

106 Ps Brig, 5 Para Div,

l»owwwurSQooqgoasoqum

BRSRREGFEREBvavenrun -

5 Para Div, 212 1S Bn.

¥

Cumlative total for month,
1070 Cumulative total for campaigne

NOTE: In order to prevent delaying the advance,forward elements
turned priscaers over to the FFI wherever possible, For
this reason the total given does not give a complete picture.
The FFL forces were invaluable in evacuating prisoners,
securing captured villages, locating enemy groups, ete.
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Auth: CG, 3 )
Dates 5 November 19}
Int: HWGR

COMBAT COMMAND "A"
FIFTH ARMORED DIVISION

ACTION AGAINST ENEMY REPORT NO. 3

MONTH OF OCTOBER, 19kl

BRIGADIER GENERAL EUGENE A. REGNIER, USk,
CQUMMANDING

4 Incls
Incl 1, S-3 Journal, Oct Ll
Incl 2, S-3 Journal Supp. Oct LlL.
Incl s S=-2 JO\Im&l, Oct ldlo
Incl L, File of Messages.
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND ®A® °
: APO # 255 .
U, S. Army.

'SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS - MONTH OF OCTOBER 19LL.

During the last week of the preceding month of September the Combat
Command, relieved of its mission of the defense of the southern part of the
Duchy of LUXEMBOURG, moved to assume the defense of the frontier in a new
arda between CLERVAUS afid DIEKIRCH, The Combat Command femained in an
assembly position, as mobile reserve on the high ground in the vicindty of
KONSTHUM. Patrols and outposts were disposed to hold the high ground and
Highway 16 as an OPL. This highway runs from DIEXIRCH nmorth to CLERVAUX,
parallel to and about three thousand yards west of the German frontier.
German patrols were able to approach this highway from the border in the
river valley through numerous wooded draws that run up to the road. (n the
lst and 2nd of October several patrols approached the highway. Small actions
took place. The enemy mined the road north of HOSINGEN, a six-man patrol was
captured, artillery fell in the area, and other small patrols were spotted.
Our OFL maintained an effective screen., German artillery fired on our ve-
hicles moving on the highway., A billeting party under the command of Captain
John J, McCafferty was hit and one man killed. .

(n 2 October defense of the Combat Command sector was taken over by the
28th Infantry Regiment of the 83rd Infantry Division., On 3 October radio
silence was imposed, and no contact of the enemy was reported., Tb® Combat
Command had broken contact for the remainder of the month,

On L October the Combat Command marched north to an assembly area in
the vicinity of BUTGENBACH, BELGIUM, in a position behind the Lth Infantry
Division, Contact was made with Combat Command "R" to the south.

From 5 October to 10 October the command remained in position with
the situation unchanged. Training, firing of weapons and re-supply operations
were conducted. On 10 October the command was placed on a six-hour -alert
status ready for movement to AACHEN area to meet possible enemy counter-
attacks there. Routes, assembly and refuelling areas were reconnoitered.
A/Troop, 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and one Company of the 628th
Tank Destroyer Battalion were attached for the operation, on the following
day, and the command was placed on a one-hour alert.

On 12 October the command moved north again at nightfall to take up a
new assembly position in Army reserve behind the XIX Corps front, in the
vicinity of HEERLEN, HOLLAND, The command crossed the border into the
province of LIMBURG at 0300 and closed in new location at 0700, 13 October,




On 17 October the combat command shifted the position two miles
to the south to the vicinity of SIMPELVELD. Units continued training
in weapons and mines, Throughtout this period enemy attempts to conter-
attack were made almost daily, and two or more German divisions were
believed to be in position behind AACHEN, but no enemy thrusts developed
that required the commitment of the combat command, After closing the
ring around AACHEN XIX Corps conducted operations mainly of a defensive
and mopup nature., AACHEN surrendered 21 ‘Oétober. :

On 25 Oetober the combat command reverted to Division control and
on the following day returned to the V Corps area and the 5th Division
area, to assemble irl the vicinity of SCHOPPEN, BELGIUM, four miles south
of the former Wivouac at BUTGENBACH, For the remaining five days of the
month units continued assault training and commanders and staffs prepared
plans and visited the area of future operations to the north, in the .
SIBGFRIED Line, :



COMBAT CQMMAND "A", STH ARMOR=D DIVISION.

ANNEX # 1
ACTIUN AGAINST ENEMY REPORT # 3.

WOUNDED OR INJURED IN ACTION,
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 19LkL.

1 2 3 L 5 6-31 Neg.

Hq. & Hg Co. GC"A"

3hth Tk. Bn Armd, 1 3 1 1

L6th Armd.Inf. Bn. 6

L47th 4rmd . FA Bn. 1 ‘ -

A/22nd Armd.Engr.Bn.
A/75th Armd.Med.Bn.
Det /A/127th Ord.Maint.Bn.

A/85 Cav.Ren.Squadron 1
TOTAL BY DAY 7 L 1 0 2
TOTAL WIA FOR MONTH il
KIA
OCTOBER
L7th Armd FA Bn 1
Other Units 0
TOTAL 1




COMBAT COMMAND "A" STH ARMORED DIVISION

VEHICULAR LOSSES AND CAPTURED OR DESTROYED,
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 19LlL.

ANNEX # 2 :
ACTION AGAINST ENEMY REPORT # 3.

6-31 Neg.

UNIT LOSSES 1 2 3 L4 5

Truck, $Ton, C&R_ 0 1 0 0 ©

Trailer, 1 Ton, cargo O 0 0 0 1
CAPTURED OR DESTROYED 1 2 3 L 5  6=31 Neg

Field PieceE % 0 1 0 0 0
] n




HEADZUARTRERS COMBAT SCIAAND "AY
" APO # 255
U. S. Army,

AR :
Auth: CG, CCA, 5AD :
Date: 2 Lecember 1944
Init: M VGH ¢ 2 Decemher 1944

Subject ¢ Report of action, Month of November, 1944.

- -
T0 ¢ The Commanding General, 5th Armored Division,
APO # 255, U, S. Armmy,

Attached hereto is Report of iction against the Tnemy No, L,

month of November 194/,

For the Commanding General:

STy
//- . %»“':,’:V
T. c:’ REYNOTDS, N .
Major, C. E, :
s-3, M
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HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "A®
APO #255
U, S. Arxy.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS ~ MONTH CF NOVEMBER 194k,

Combat Command "A" was not in contact with the enemy during the month
of Noveamber,

On the 1 November the Combat Command was assembled in bivouac at
MODERSCHEID, BELGIUM, engaged in training. Training schedules were being
planned for a replacement company. Plans were being laid in pursusnce of
V Corps instructions for an attack through the Siegfried Line, east of
LAMMERSDORF, GERMANY, from an initial assembly area in the vicinity of
NEUDORF, BELGIUM, Field Order #10 was issued directing the move to NEUDORF.

On the 2 November the Combat Command moved as planned, The Combat Command
assembled 1 mile W of NEUDORF, BELGIUM. A Company 75th Medical Battalion
closed in ROTGEN, GERMANY., An attack plan of two phases for the proposed
operation was issued by Headquarters Combat Command A, The 2d Ranger Battglion
comnanded by Lt, Col. Rudder, was attached to Combat Command A, The attack
of the 28th Infantry Division toward SCHNIDT, GERMANY to the north of our
assigned gone of action, made good headway,

The proposed attack for this Command was as follows:

A task force under Lt. Col. Scherer, A and B Companies, married, of the
34th Tank and L6éth Infantry Battalions, reinforced by two companies of Rangers,
were to attack from a bridgehead across the KALLBACK and through the Siegfried
Line installations, held by outposts of the 4th Cavalry Squadron in front of
the town of LAMMERSDORF, GERMANY, to seise the high ground to the east. The
main objectives on this high ground were the towns of XESTERNICH and SIMMERATH.
Included in the plan was an extensive artillery preparation by Division and
Corps artillery, air support of several groups of fighter bombers and bridging
operations across the KALLBACK by the 22d Armored Engineer Battalion, A Company,
Pending the success of this operation, a second phase was planned in which
Task Force Burton would pass through Task Force Scherer and continue the attack
southward along the ridge to seize KXONZEN., The entire operation was predicated
on the success of the operation of the 28th Infantry Division to the north,
first to selze SCHMIDT and subsequently advance southward toward STECKENBORN
and STRAUCH on our left (N) flank,

On the 3 November the 28th Infantry Division captured SCHMIDT and plans
were formulated for the Combat Command's attack. '

On the 4 November the germans retook SCHMIDT, The Combat Command took.
advantage of the delay in their jump off to disseminate further the plans for
the operation.

After the 4th of Noveaber the situation of Task F,rce Ripple, 707th Tank
Battalion, with the 28th Infantry Division forces grew steadily more difficult
and the operations planned for the Combat Command were steadily postponed.
Training in the units and in the provisional replacement training company was
continuous,




WJ’?C"’ {' T
On the 8th November, A Company 628th ‘Bg w PR )gd B Company of
the same unit. Plans for present operations were postpon and the command
was placed on two hour alert, as plans were jnitiated for a new operation in
support of the 28th Infantry Division in the VOSSENACK area, The enemy had
driven attacking troops of the 28th Infantry Division back from SCHMIDT and
KOMMERSCHEID and was threatening VOSSENACK. Combat Command A was held in
readiness to meet this threat. Two plans were published. Supreme Commander
Ceneral Eisenhower visited the Combat Command this date, accompanied by Army
Group, Army and Division Commanders.

On the 9 November there was no change in the situation at VOSSENACK.
The Combat Command was changed from a two hour alert to & six hour alert,
Rain, sleet and snow fell and the bivouac area and roads became quite mucky.

On the 10 November the Combat Command was ordered to be prepared to
defend against a counterattack in the LAMMERSDORF-MONSCHAU sector., The 1024
Cavalry Group was relieving the Lth Cavalry Group in that area, The 28th
Infantry Division situation was improved., A new plan was begun for the capture
of SIMMERATH, KESTERNICH, STECKENBORN and SCHMIDT. Requirements of this plan
included the attachment of two Regimental Combat Teams, one TD Battalion,
two Reconnaissance Troops and two battalions of artillery in direct support
with Division and Corps Artillery in general support. Plans were also
completed on the following day, in conjunction with G.3, 5 A.D., for repelling
counterattack in the 102d Cavalry Group sector. Instructions were also
received relative to protection from friendly aircraft in coming operations
on the front, Training continued,

On the 14 November the 2d Ranger Battalion passed to the control of the
28th Infantry Division. ’

Onthe 16 November all units were notified to be on the alert and close
to cover because of large formations of friendly planes bombing on the Corps

front.

On 17 November the Combat Command moved to & new bivouac area in the
vicinity of WALHORN, BELGIUM about two miles to the west of the old area.
The Command remained on six hour alert with the primary mission of repelling
eneny counterattack in the 102d Cavalry Group sector. Other missions were
not cancelled, Instructions were issued to units relative to dreinage and
maintenance of roads and bivouac areas, light, camouflage discipline and
maintenance. Training continued.

On the 19 November, Division Command and Combat Command radio nets were
opened for practice operation. Division plan to repulse counterattack in
assigned zone was published. Engineers and a party of the 3ithiTank Battalion
and 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion, reconnoitered the MONSCHAU area for road

nets and tank positions.
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On the 23 November plans were drawn up to repulse
counterattack in the zone MONSCHAU~ROLLESBROICH in conjunction with Combat
Command B,

On the 24 November the Commanding General was taken-to the 4th Evacuation
Hospital for treatment of minor head injuries sustained by a fall in the
bivouac area during the night. Arrangements were made for training of tank
crews of the 34th Tank Battalion in indirect firing with the 47th Meld Artillery
Battalion,

Colonel Hugh Fitsgerald assumed temporary command of the Combat Command
in the absence of General Regnier on 25 November and wWas relieved of his duties
on return of General Regnier to duty 27 November,

On the 28 November the alert status of The Command was changed from six
hours to four, reverting back to six hours 0830, 29 November,

On the 29 November the L6th Araored Infantry Battalion was detached from
Combat Command A and attached at 1200 to the 4th Infantry Division (VII) Corps,
moving to an assembly ares in the forest NW of HURTGEN, GERMANY prepared to
attack the following morning to the east. Combat Command A was attached to
the 4th Infantry Division 1600, 30 November and alerted to move to an as
area in the Lth Infantry Division area on the 30th, to be prepared to follow up
the attack of the 46th Infantry Battalion and seize the tomn of STRASS,

The Combat Command moved as ordered on the 30th, to a position in the
vicinity of ZWEIFAL, GERMANY under control of the 4Lth Infantry Division.

Casualties for the month of November total two WIA in the 47th Meld
Artillery Battalion on 30 November, All other units negative,

Vehicular losses and captured materiel negative.
For the Commanding General:
=
& Z
8 et
Major, CE,
S-3,
Inclosures ~ 3

Incl, #1 ~ S~3 Journal.

Incl, #2 - S-3 Journal Supplement,

Incl, #3 - S=2 Journal,
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READQUARTERY COMBAT COMMAND iy
AFO #4253
U. 5. Avwy. é

SNBIARY OF OPKRATIONS ~ WHTR OF DRCREDON 19%h.

On the lest day of Neveaber, 1944, Cosbat Command "." moved from an
asseuhly area ome mile east of TALHEIN, BINIVM, to an assesbly area one
mile asrth of ZVXIPALL, GERMANY. The Afth Armered Infantry Battalion had
passed to esmtzul of the Ath Infantry Division, Comsbat Team 22, Ve atlask
bayend M) AL, aerth of KLEINHAU, GERMANY. A Cempany, 234 Arwored Engineer
Battalion, weder Coabet Command contrel, assisted with engineer wark behind
t\he AL Armeved Infaatyy Battalicn. The infamtry apnrosched Hill ACL with
the informatien that it was in the hands of friendly troops, only to mest
intense amll arms, artillery and mertar fire. Considerable losses were
sustained taking the hill, the proposed line of departure for the attack to
the cast. An estimated 2000 rewnds of artillery ind mortar fire fell on our
t\soepe in a four hour period during the day. Pifty ™"'s anc 6 i's of the
the hill. ,

o

(n 1 Decsmber the Léth Armored Infantry Battalion contimued to held
positions gained east of XLEIINNAU on the 224 Cosbat Tean front. The
remainder of the Combat Joemand remained in position. The Commanding Ceneral
of Combat Oosmend "i" kept close surveillanee on the situation, to render all
pessible asulstanos tc Kajor ¥illiam H Burton, Léth irmored Infantry Bastalion
Comander. 7The Combat Comand aided in solving the ifficulties that had heen
met in the Winging up of supplies and the evagsuation of wmounded through a
diffieult supnly route and asross open ground covered by enemy fire. This
work had to bhe done on foot, frem the edge of the Hurt en Forest eastward
past KLIIKHAU %o the fighting troops.

™he A7th Armored Fleld Artillery Battalion wert into position west of
KLXINHAU, in the forest, to support the infantry. ~“onsidersble diffieulty
was et adjusting fire, dus to communications. There were no vehicular
radios forward with the dismounted infantry. Two radi-s were lost while
additional forward cbservers tried to go forward. ‘Fneusy oprosition in
front aof the A6th Infantyy included the leventh om»:.ry, 965th liusgiment,
and three rifle companies and a heavy weapons compi'y nf the 353d Puselier
Battalion. The rifle companies averaged 70 men an< 10 lLight aachins guns
apiece, and the heavy weapons company had six 8l-ec mortars and & heavy
aachine guns, sosorvding to F’ reports. The woody natire »f the terrain into
which the ASth Armored Infantry Buttalion advansed enst of KL INHAU', favored
the stub orn resistance of the snemy ant his deterained reinfiltiration at
overy apportunity. The same difficulty was met by the battalions of the 22d
Cambat Toan on the left, it 1400 a comnterattack hy the 9ilst ~egiment,
strength of three compsnies, was dispersed by ocur artillery fire. The 3lth
Tank Battalion brought forward 103-mm assault howitsers during the day to
reinforoce the firea »f the 4L7th Armored Flald irtiliery Sattalion. CElements
of the Bth Infantry Livision on the right, were to reliisve the L6th .rmored
Infantry before midnight, o enabie the 46th to selire ‘he high ~round,
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vicinity POT3377, tc awvwise nortt snd east, and te [ ain @ line of departure
1t the east edge of ° e »io 8 for an uttask on 5% 2% .t addnight the Lb6th
e red Infanlry Battailion reverted to Cosbat Comaand ' " e ntrol.

ariny the evenin, -f 1 leosnber, Canersl ‘egnier atterded a conferenge
Lt tre 5 of the 22d sosbst “eam wit! its Sommander, Colonel Lanham, and »ith
Laf>r Burton, Comasnder - f the 4Lbth .rmored Infantry Bsttalion. FPlans were
atiu for a renesed sttacx in the moming, using B Comney of the jhth Tank
Jattaiion, oce platoor: of D Sompany of the 34th Tank Rattalion (light tanks)
and o roop of the 85th lavilry nesonnalssance quadron. The reconnalssance
troop was fnitia.ly to be nounted on the tanks and later to take over the
defense 5f tim southerr. flunk as the attack praogresesd.

In %he momning . { 2 December, the tank and FescnnAissance oompanies
arrived at the asseshly area west of iL DRAUD for the attaex. “ord was rece’.ved
that a German countersttack Bad started at dawm frem the vieinity f ©uY.
Criers wers received fcr tue L&th hirmored Infantry Battalion, reinforved, to
attack the first objeeti.ve urly, to hold there, und t await further orders.
rdars wers a ain recelve?d shorily aftersard to cali off the attask and hold
in place. ~ group of =l fignter-borbers overthe wrea ass . gned to boub and
strare in front of e lufaitry, was relessed to the Lth Infumtry ivision.
Cne piatoon of 4 Comyuny, 628th Tunk lestroyer Battalion, wus sent forward to
reinforce fires of the 47thL Fleld rtiliery Battalion. The resonnaissanee
troop with the L6th . rmored Infantry Battalion was relieved to return o the
vicinity of I¥ 2. miriag ‘he afternoon Caneral isgnier received orders e
citixiraw Loe infantry te JL VK. This wes aceonplisned during the evening,
after .hich “mjor Burton led patruis through the former battle area to piek wp
wownded an missalng men oo 108t equipeeat.

This operstion was one ~f the first separate oper.tions of the Adth Arvored
Infantry Battallion. ‘wvere loeses were incurred in all runks in the fase of
conceoled amall an:s fire i hesvy artillsry sni morter fire. During the
oparation the nti-tank platocns of the three rifls comyanies were ecemmitied ae
iflc olatoons to replice the men lost. Oreat coolness :d tanssity wre
desmatrated by the Battallon Comunder and the officers and Wy the Artillery
Battalion's forward cbservers, WK great eourage was displayed bWy the asm of
the LOth ~recred Infantry Batialion, fighting with little supporting fire ia

a difficult positimn.

n 3 Jecenber oreparitions were made for the Coxbat Command to move Yo
o asseably area in the vicicity of “ALHEIN, GEIGUNY. The AT Arwered Pleld
.rtillery Battalilon destroyed five enexy alrersft during the day sad reverted
to Jvision ocontrol later in the day. Inemy air was astive ever the entire

Avision and Corps areas.

mhMrmabM. Comund remained in plase. The Lbth Atmeved
Infantry Battalion and A Company 224 irmored Engineer Battalics were still in
assahly position west of KLTBiHAU, not in oentast with the enemy, bt
at the recusst of hth Infantry sivision, to repsl any sounteratiask on thelr
frnt. The Comanding neneral snc staff officers reconnoitered the " THIIM ,./
area “or adequate stanting grounds %o assenhle the eemmand. S



On § Deoember the 44th irmored Infantry Battailon, 7 Sompany 3ath Tank
Battalien and A Company 224 '.rmored Engineer Battalicn, returned to the - SIFiL
area. In the afternoon s Troop 85th savelry Usconnaissance oquadron
reverted in plase to the Squadron. Koads and unit areas were impraved.

On 8 December, Colonel Lawrence K laith reported to Conbat Command “A” as
Assistant Cemhat Commander and on 9 Desember the Cosbat "onmand moved to a new
assemhly area around HAHK, eouth of TALRZIM. Considersble difficulty had been
ast in finding good hard standing for the Combat lommand around JALHRED:.

On 10 December instructions were received and plans were initisted relative
te the next operation of the Combat Command. 3illeting parties were sent to find
a sultable assemhly ares west of ORQSHAU. A mmeting of the staff and unit
cemnanders was hald in the evening to outline the situation and plans far an
attack east of 3ThA% and GKY, in eonjunotion with elements of the 83d Infantry
Division. Upon the seigure of these two towns by the 83d Infantry Division, the
Command was given the missien to attack east across the opsa ground to seise the
town of KUFFERHRATH and Hills 211 and 209 overlooking ~THUEN aund the ROFR RITE.
On the south flank Combet Conzand "B" was to attack through woods to BRRCHTIY
and the high ground to the 3f, ‘completing the 5th Aranred Division aission.

The plan of attask ocutlined by Oeneral negnier was ns follows: The “aarried”
formation of the JAth Tank Battalion, which was ocomposed of the Headouarters
Company 3Ath Tank Battalion, A Companies and B Companies of the Tunk and Infantry
Battalions eonsolidated or "married®, with spproximately an infantry squad per .
tank, formed the assault echelon, comsanded by Colonel “ililsam L Cabaniss, Tank
Battalion Commander. The ASth Arwered Infantry Battalion, cousisting of
Readquarters Company, Adth umored Infantry Battalion and C Compsnies of the
Tenk and Infantry Battalions, married, constituted the Combat Command heserve,
uwnder Lt Cel Milliam K Burten. Nortar and assmult gun platorns of both
battalisns were attashed to Task Foree Cabaniss for supperting fires. A Cospany,
234 Armored ingineer Battalion, less one plateon, was to support the attack by
enginser means, under Combat Command contrel, prepared to gsp mine flelds,
motnkobunlumdnp‘uwwm. Cne platoon of engineers
was attashed to the assault eshelon. PLfAh Armered Division and VII Corpe
artillery was to support the operation. The Alr Support Tank was attached to
the JAth Tank Battalien. The attasking foros was to procesd frem HANK threugh
TEEIPALL and the NURTGEN PORMST, through OROSSNAU and OFY, to deploy between
OFY and 3THAS3 and attask castuard townrd the objective.

The Combat Comsand moved out early on the moming of 11 December to assemhle
Lamediately west of GROSSHAU and to await orders to attagck. Roads and the
aseambly ares were ssverely cengested, and with the added progpest that the attack
would be delayed by inability of the 834 Infantyy Divisien to seise CFY and “7.-7.
sseording to sethedule, the Abth Armored Infantry Battalion, Task Poroe Burton,
retmrned to AMI., During the afternson word was reeeived that the Combat Socwand
would not be committed te astiom the follewing “ay. The 83 Infantry Mvisico
had net besn ahle to consolidate their positions in 7Y, meeting determined
resiatanes of a small foree of Oermans remaining within the town. (n the 11 rnd
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12 .ecenbar, . [ogpeny 224 ogineer Buttallon sorded o tte Ta NN IY paad,
whe onldy orastic.d route of Lporcach up to the forwar 54’1 ns, four hundied
yaras southweat of .Y, ‘ork here was haipered by s 1. srms atd artillery

{ire ns ths engineers us:isted 83d Jivision engineer tr:: s in filling craters,
detect.ng and removing nines. « "sorrpion”, a medium tack with spaciidl chalnn
or detonatuy! nines, w.s kinocked out by i mine and shaveu to the side of the
road, aftes stilempts to remove it Hroved futile. At the Soubat Comsand OP,

west of T ViHA, the Tow.anding teneral's half track and one peep from D Company
3ith Tank Battalion were hlown up by mines within the area. Two officers and one
aniisted man were infured. All units were ordered to button up for the nisht

d 0 be prepared Lo resist 1nfiltration and airbome attask.

Jn the 13 eceaber two "erubs", medium tank mine exploders for alearing
wines, were brousht forward. .iyiineer work contimued and the attask was a;ain
Doglponai, as enedy resistance in © Y continued.

Yo the asming of U, ‘ecenber “ombat Soamsnd U7 attacked, as Combat
coscad BT Junped of oot the south flank. At 0915 the 4Tth Armored Field
‘rtiliery Brttalion laid a smuoke screen in front of the defile southwest of 7FY,
to screen: the 3J4ith ™. Mattallon as it moved out to attack, B Jompanies leading,
peny Luwizs were destrorel scutheast of ST5, and 8 mine fleld was discovered
in the vicinduy of 1w, » small viliare east of 75Y. Tompuny 22d Fnginesr
Jattasiofs gant a "orab” foraard to asaist clearanoce o t'ix field of Teller and
~chu rines on tne mad surfece. The attnck progressed macothly, although losses
were lncurred. Clsaching ¥ il the 34th Tank Battalion met and peutralised eneny
& van fire.  onsiderabie artillery fire came from the east of the W &y RIVSN,
B Tompeny of ihe Jth Turk Rattalion continued the attack after all hut 3 tanks
ang L tank doger were -ut of actlon. Led by the loinmny Tommander, Captain
ays v eeks, . by Lt Yarvin gill, these rezainins tanks pressed the
attaok M «17F & Tile  In <ne luate cfternoon A Comranies passed through B Toancnies
ol the attacxin; [~rce to re.ch the north, south and west eiges of the town,
songidorshae fire wus met "rom Lthe southweat corner f BERTRIIR, an the left
flank, el xdng artil er: o small arms. Jur alfrer "t 1t XUPFLRATY and gun
positdons hevord the o in support of the tank att-o¥ turing the day. The
attackly; Torees bHhuttoned up alter durk, rerared t~ cwolete the mission at
“ayadaht. L oy, 204 ineer Battulion, buttone! 1o in 0ZY, and the L&th
recred Inf uvtry Sntvellon arrived in the 74:757 ) an e-bhly area. PPrisoners
& ar taken during the 1@ were from the 941, 42 s 943 egirents, the 35)
Tuselier Battsnlion avi Alarm 0 v.pany.

Larly cce foliowlin mortly; the Juth Tank Batt:lio erntimied the attack
vwith . cadanies enteri~- - T T4 snd B Companies seizing the final ohiective,
2id«3 09 i JLL. o rtil erry concentrations were recuestad and given on P gun
segideas o tne soath, worhss the river, wich wore firiny on the attasking foroe,
B 00 the 3Lt Tark mtllllon hid cleared KUTF T, resched the final ob'ectives
ang vere gl e A oo e niiise Plans were beun inreliataly for rellef in
SUET M By the 331 Inr ntry  eglaent (83d Jvision), aid for taking ower pert
of L ozhat L umdid B's srgltiois. 4 Lontany, 2d .rnored rpineer Battal cor,
ixoediatelr bepun wore an e AR suprly route. Pl wore alao initiate ":r‘)
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attuck en WIKDEN. deveral artillery pleces were looated on the east side of
the ROER, and reinforeed by heavy mortar fire, thwse harassed our positions
and supply and communication routes sontinually througnout the period that
‘our troups reaained in these positions. :

The A6Ah Armored Infantry Battalien cane forward to reinfores the
outposting of the position in dismounted foraation, while the tanks remained
in reserve and tank destroysrs were placed for supporting fires st strategle
points. The Coshat Jomand seetor finally inaluded the Hills 209 aad a,
with battalion CP's in BSRGHEIM. The latter town still remained in Combat
Command 8 area.

The naxt few days the Combat Conmand held the line gained overloeking
the ROKR RIVER, in continueus mortar and shell fire. sinti-airborne seeurity
was strengthened on instrustions of higher hesdquarters, plans for clearing
up "1NDEN were extended, and continwous watch was maintel ned for signs of
an eneay sounterattack, or ary build up of forces on ‘he west side of the
river. Yumerous artillery and mortar concentrations were placed on the snexy
bridgeheads, as well as into dissovered gun positions across the river. The
eneay kept the HUER bridges in his hande intact.

On 19 i)ecesber the P moved forward with the other reserve elements to 2
pew asseshly ares between CH:MAU and GXY. ‘Me~ma tanks of A Company, 3hth
Tank Battalion, replsced the tank destroyers of A Company, 628th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, as the latter were relieved from Combat Com.zad "A"., The 15th
Arzored Infantry Battalion in front of BrrGHLIM was attashed from Combat Commsnd
n3* to Combat Coomand "%,

The following day the 15th :rmered Infantry Battilinn attacked tie high
ground east of BTN IM with one plateon of L Company, Jath Tank Battalion
attached. The oblective yained, a nlatoon was dlspatched to £111 the gap
between the 15th iruored Infantry Battalion and positinne nf the 8%th Cavalry
leconnaissance quadiron, under Combat Cosrand B, on ‘tre right flank., At the
sasr time the L6th ir red Infantry Battalion attacked Lrito IBIIOHANAIN to
the north, and was Lo he rel iaved there ancd on hill 711 by the 331 Infantry
tegiment. « “ompany, L6th iriored Infantry Bsttalior hac remsined in reserve
position, and © lomaany +f the L6th ‘rm-red Inf.ntry Rattalion was ordered to
withdraw to a pos tiop, providing, along with the tarks, a defense in depth
s;ainst possible “erzu: counterattack. tonsiderahle snverent was nbserved in
~INULN, and the atticx »f the L6th rmorec Infantrr Ratt:iion proposed for the
following ay was post. one:, “here wis some Awiny ic the rellef in D FTUH. TN,
which was not comnleted witil the Léth ‘reoved Infantrr pattal ion ha: sleared out
the town, in face of s2iff opposition, mortar -nd sm:1l rms fire, tha fallowing

dny.

Plans were resiiec for the attack on “IiUEN by tle L6th and 15th rmored
Infantry Battalions on 27 )acember. Tn the morniiy ~il operutions were grncelled
on Mvision order, and trc foliowing amcrnin,, the .o et Drwaend, relicved hy the
83d Infantry Jivision, withirew from aontact with The ereuy and assenbled at 'iii. o/

ke it



somencing on the 17 ecember ‘he anemy had laana'wd a determined attack
with meversi p.nger o nfantry divialons th our aith, directed suinly aga.r.st
the Vi11 “orps front, - hittuyg at seversl points from 3IHTIGN CH in Lixirm: ¢
Lo o3l A, L et The Teraan attace, Loitlally ascesaful in securing a
doen enetrlticn bott o LUT wes Lostrumental in esusins the witlvirawal of the
“Ah oraored dv o alu v o reserve bosition Lo meet Mrther sheAy thrusts.

the < ace ter tie Tonhat IJrmrant moved tooo *ssecbly area west of
: diure ey 5004 on B aix hour alert -nd ensnged in zaintenance,
v’ or vy full battle efficlenc:.

[

Mmoo Dad o pportutity to celebrate 3} ristoas with a quiet, clesr
GAF, wilhcdg LU 51X - ur Clert was chansed to twn b ar alert and all wite
were U fle o sarsy o om Aaneos and G equipmont Lupe lately available.,

Trer 20 %l Lesestar, The jomu.ad remiined {n apeenhly ares between B F
et 0 LTy s T, west of IPLH, Fiuns were an-s for the somasnd t- take
TRE < MGstown Loanat Cerman attacks in the “irst and Ninth ATRY sones
£ oantion., oecllie sl s were anvde £or action in supvort o the 3Oth Infantry
cdvoste A fyat f Ty b neutralize any thirast from the German salient
In 5 7o LY, irectes northward toward Dol and VY . omsand reconnaissance
Wi GOl ACten Ln connectien s1th these plans.  Three ~33enhly aress were sslected
shid reconioitered, dncl iy engineer aid route rece . 11vance, north and east
2f o idde For saveral Lours on Lhe 27 iecesber e raiand was alerter to meet
8 repwrted ocecy sirbirne landing in the viginity of 4. 7py AT, B LL YD The
recort proved fadse., Tte sroposed movesent was cancolled,

LA
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS = MONTH OF JANUARY 1945,

On 1 January 1945, Combat Command A was in assembly area between BAELEN and
WELKENRAEDT, BELGIUM on four hour alert, in Army reserve, prepared to repel any

north and east of AACHEN, GERMANY, for use in operations in the Ninth Amy sector.
In the ensuing days A Company, 22nd Armored Engineer Battalion, swept the latter
three areas, removing over 800 mines of various types. Training and firing on
range was conducted by all units during the month,

On the morning of New Year's Day, 6 ME 109's came over the area at extremely
low altitude. Five were shot down by anti-aircraft fire of the command,

On 25 January the Division was relieved from four hour alert status. The
following day the combat command was notified of a new mission in the KESTERNICH
~KONZEN area, with the 78th Infantry Division, 4 Troop 85th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron, A Company 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 47th and 71st Armored
Field Artillery Battalions were attached to the Combat Command.,

On 28 January the command moved to NEUDORF, BELGIUM and was attached to the
78th Infantry Division, The artillery battaliecns moved into firing positions in
the vicinity of LAMMERSDORF, BERMANY.

The operation of the 78th Infantry Division, CCA attached, planned for the
29th of January, was an attack from the bridgehead through Siegfried Line
defenses at SIMMERATH, GERMANY, with two combat teams and a combat command abreast.
The objectives were KESTERNICH, HUPPENBROICH, EICHERSCHEID, KONZEN and IMGENBROICH.
This operation was designed as the initial move to straighten out the line and
push the enemy back to the ROER River, northeast of MONSCHAU, to protect the
right flank of XIX Corps and Ninth Army. It was planned in conjunction with an
attack of the 9th Infantry Division to the south of the ROER River, with the
initial objective of ROHREX., The operation was postponed 24 hours.

The plan of operation, perfected in detail the following day was as follows:
At 0530 after a five minute artillery preparation, the 311th Infantry was to
attack KESTERNICH and HUPPEL'BROICH; the 310th Infantry was to attack southwest
from STI#ERATH along the LIGENBROICH Road to seize the network of pillboxes and
prepared positions along it, and to attack KONZEN and the neighboring high ground
from the north; Combat Command A, with the 1st battalion, 311th Infantry attached,
was to jump off at 0730 from SIMYERATH to seize EICHERSCHEID, Combat Command A
was to move southwest from STMMERATH toward the crossroad Al GERICHT, then south-
east parallel to the road across the open country to EICHERGCHEID. The 34th Tank
Battalion, consisting of Headquarters and Headquarters Company 34th Tank Battalion;

.1 {

_—— v




A Campanies of the 34th Tank Battalion and 46th Armored Infantry Battalion married;
B Companies of the 34th Tank Battalion and L6th Armored Infantry Battalion married;
mortar and assault gun platoons of the 4éth Armored Infantry Battalion, formed the
attacking force. The 46th Armored Infantry Battalion formed the combat command
reserve. Two platoons A Company, 22nd Engineer Battalion attached to the 3i4th

Tank Battalion, had the mission of clearing passages through enemy mine flelds
immediately southwest of SIMMERATH, to enable the attack to jump off and to further
assist the attacking echelon by continuous road maintenance. The engineers had

six mine exploders, medium tank flails, of A Company 739th Tank Battalion attached.

In the afternoon and evening of the 29th Jamuary, Combat Command A moved to
assembly areas in LAMMERSDORF and SIMMERATH, GERMANY, .

At 0530, 30 January, the 78th Infantry Division units jumped off as planned.
The two platoons of A Company, 22nd Engineer Battalion, commenced work behind the
310th Infantry, clearing paths through the mine fields along the SIMMERATH
~IMGENBROICH Road. Lanes were cut through a friendly mine field, first by 78th
Infantry Division Engineers, and following that, the flails started through the
enemy mine field beyond. The weather was cold and windy. The deep snow on the
ground and wind driven flurries in the air made work extremely difficult.. Two
flails were knocked out by mines and one by enemy fire; a fourth flail brought
forward to reinforce the working party was knocked out by a mine, Advance of the
engineers was held up for a while by the infantry in front of them attacking the
crossroads at AM GERICHT.

A Companies of the 34th Tank Battalion and 46th Armored Infantry Battalion,
came through SIMMERATH and were waiting for clearance of the mine field to proceed.
At 1000 they were ordered to go forward with the attack regardless of the status
of the mine field. The tanks moved down the road, and off the road to the left,
where they formed up to continue the attack without casualty. The half tracks of
the armored infantry were unable to operate in the deep snow fields where the snow
depth varied from two to five or more feet. The half tracks were left behind as the
infantry dismounted to follow the tanks on foot. A Company, 34th Tank Battalion
moved around the HUPPENBROICH draw, east of the crossroads at AM GERICHT, and south
parallel to the road in EICHERSCHEID. The going was hard and extreme difficulty
was met crossing large hedge rows. Tanks bellied on the hedgerows and were pulled
off by other tanks. The company followed a zig zag course through the fields,
avoiding the natural obstacles of the hedges and drifts. Cgntinuous assault fire
on hedgerows and logical defensive positions effectively nullified all enemy
resistance, with the exception of one harassing AT gun shooting ineffectually from
the east. Visibility Hindered enemy observation of our movements. A Company of
the 34th Tank Battalion reached the line of departure for the final assault of
EICHERSCHEID at 1230,

The tank company waited at the line of departure while an artillery preparation
from seventeen battalions was fired on the objective and at 1300 began to assault
EICHERSCHEID., Three 88-mm anti-tank guns were knocked out by fire from the tanks,
again without casualties to our forces., A Company pulled up in front of the town
and B Company 34th Tank Battalion came up on the right flank. Both companies kept
up continuous fire into the town as they waited for the infantry on foot to come
up and assist in the clearing of the town.
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The infantry had a difficult and exhausting march across the deep snow
fields to EICHERSCHEID, They were forced to stop at frequent intervals and
short distances to rest in order to be able to go on., At 1530 the infantrymen
of A and B Companies of the L6th Armored Infantry Battalion and of the 1lst
Battalion of the 311th Infantry had arrived in sufficient strength to commence
clearing the town along with the tanks. The tanks and infantry went through
the town systematically clezring the houses of the enemy. A Companies cleared
the east side of town and B Companies cleared the west side. The enemy put up
little resistance, although well set up to do so. The artillery anc assault
fire had thoroughly shocked the German troops., Over two hundred were routed
from the cellars of the town. By 1800 the town was cleared and defensive
positions were set up for the night.

On the following morning, 31 January, contact was made with the 311lth
Infantry Regiment to the northeast and with the 60th Regiment of the 9th U. S.
Infantry Division to the south. The high ground south of the town was occupied
without enemy opposition by A Companies of the 34th Tank Battalion and L6th
Armored Infantry Battalion, and the ground west of town commanding a large draw
was occupied by B Companies. The positions were consolidated and strengthened
during the day, and in the evening all troops of the combat command, except the
47th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, were relieved by the 78th Infantry
Division and returned to NEUDORF, BELGIUM. The 47th Field Artillery Battalion
remained in place until the next morning to assist in the support of the infantry
in case of counterattack.

The operation was completed successfully with a relatively small number of
casualties to our forces. Lt Colonel "filliam L. Cabaniss, commander of the 34th
Tank Battalion, was wounded during the action on the 30th of January by a shell
from a small enemy anti-tank gun, The German troops on our front of the 62nd
Volks Grenadier Division and the 272nd Grenadier Division were thoroughly dis-
organized by the force of the attack and the preceding artillery shelling. Two
hundred and thirty prisoners were taken.




COMBAT COMMAND "A"™, 5TH ARMORED DIVISION.

KILLED IN ACTIOM AND
BATTLE CASUALTIES.

Month of January, 1945.

ANNEX #1,
Action Against
Enemy Report #6.

ORGANIC UNITS KIA BC CE

34th Tk Bn 0 7 0

L6th Armd Inf Bn L 24 0

A/22 Armd Engr Bn 1 5 0
ATTACHED UNITS

A/387 AAA Bn 0 1 0

A/628 TD Bn 1 1 o}

1 Bn 311 Inf Bn,

78 Inf Div 0 21 L

TOTAL 6 59 L




COMBAT COMMAND "A"™, 5TH ARMORED DIVISION.
ANNEX #2, |
Action Against
Enemy Report #6.

VEHICULAR LOSSES.

Month of January, 1945.

All Units - Negative.

ENEMY MATERIEL DESTROYED OR CAPTURED.

Month of January, 1945,

GROUND

Gun, AT, type unknown . . . 1
Guns, AT, AA, 88-mm . . . 3
Mortars, 120-mm . . . 3
Howitzers, Inf, 150-mm o . . 1l
AIR

ME 109 . . . 5
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6 March 1945.

To ¢ The Commanding General, 5th Armored Division,
APO #255, U, s, Army,

Attached hereto is Report of Action against the Enemy No. 7,

month of February 1945,

For the Commanding General:
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ACTTON AGAINST EUZMY REPORT NO. 7

MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1945.

BRIGADIER GENERAL EUGENE A. REGNIER, USA,
COMVANDING.




HEADQYUARTERS COMBAT CCMMAND "A"

APO #255
UQ Sc ARMY.‘

REPCRT OF ACTION AGAINST =NEMY - MONTH OF FEBRUARY 19L5.
1. Campaign: fGermany.

2. Commanding Officers:

Combat Command A - Brigadier General Eugene A, Regnier, 08295, USA.

Hq &% Hq Co, Combat Command A - Captain Karl T, Roth, 01010340, Inf.

34th Tank Battalion - Major Glenn L. Foote, 0-450438, Cav. (1-15 Feb.
1945); Lt. Col., Richard H, Jones, 0238409, Cav. (15-28 Feb. 1945).

L6th Armd Inf Bn - Lt. Col., 'filliam H. Burton, 0366028, Inf.

47th Armd Field Artillery Bn - Lt. Col., John B. Rosenzweig, 0246291, FA.
Company A, 22nd Armd Engr Bn - Captain Thomas 7. Grose, 01103189, CE.
Company A, 75th Med Bn, Armd - Captain Sanford M. Langsom, O-424L70, MC.
Company A, 628th Tank Destroyer Bn - Captain James H. LLoyd, 0-409317, FA.
Troop A, 85th Cav Ren Sq, Mcz - Captain Seymour B, Scott, 0306958, Cav.

3, Losses in Action:

a, Personnel
None

bs Vehicular
None

Le Narrative.

On 1 February the combat command completed its assembly vicinity NEUDORF,

BELGIUM following its operation at EICHERSCHEID, GERMANY and was relieved from
attachment to 78th Infantry Division.

The period 1-6 February was devoted to maintenance and to reconnaissance

by road and billeting parties for a proposed move north to vicinity HEERLEN, HOLLAND,
the division having been attached to XIII Corps 1 February.

The move to HEERLEN, HOLLAND was made on the night 6-7 February in
married formation, less the engineers, and with L7th Armored Field Artillery Battalion
attached for movement only. Roads were badly chewed up as a result of heavy traffic
and the recent thaw. For the purpose of security all divisional and unit markings
were removed from vehicles, divisional shoulder patches were taken off, and a new

telephone code was adopted. These counterintelligence measures remained in effect
until the 22 February. :
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From 7=-26 February the command remained in the vicinity of HEERLEN,
HOLLAND and engaged in training, repair and maintenance of roads. The condi‘ion
of roads resulted in the division being assigned to road repair in the zone of
XIII Corps. This work was done by troops from L6th Armored Infantry Battalion
and 34th Tank Battalion under supervision of engineers of A Company of the 22nd
Armored Engineer Battalion. Work consisted of improving drainage, filling pot
holes, and building up the shoulders of the roads north, east and south of UBACH,
The division received a commendation from General Gillem, XIII Corps
Commander, for the work on roads. Copy of commendation is attached as inclosure #lo

On the 26th February, CCA moved to vicinity HOTTORF, GERMANY, east of
the ROER River and received the mission for the next day of moving on order to
vicinity of RATH, GERMANY to vrotect the right flank of the Corps. A Troop of
the 85th Cav Ren Sq Mecz and A Company of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion were
attached as of 1600,

On the 27th of February, CCB of the 5th Armored Division, attacked from
a line of departure at ERKELENZ, GERMANY, north to take RHEINDAHMLIN, then HEHN,
GERMANY. Troops of CCA were grouped with B and C Companies, married, two platoons
of A Company 22nd Engineers and two platoons of A Company 628th Tank Destroyer
Bn with the 46th Armored Infantry Battalion; A Company married was with the 34th
Tank Battalion; 47th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was in direct support;
A/85 and A/22(~) were under combat command control and D Company 34th Tank Battalion
was attached to Headquarters Combat Command Ae The Lé6th Infantry followed Cambat
Command B prepared to resist eneay counterattacks from east or west while the
reconnaissance screened Combat Command A's right flank. By 1500 the Léth had
closed up on Combat Command B then held up by enemy resistance, and the L6th,
Hq & Hq Co CCA, TDs and Engrs moved off the road into an assembly area north of
ERKELENZ (FO09782) GERMANY. Roads were crowded and the 34th Tank Battaliom was
not able to come up to the assembly area until after nightfall, The command
received as its mission for the 28th February protectiam of the Corps right flank
between horizontal grid lines 78 and 82, In preparatian for this mission A/85
Ren 8q outposted CCA's assigned zone generally along the line of contact. No
eneay contact was made during the day.

On the 28th February, A Troop of the 85th Ren Sq placed platoons in
EBCKRATH and VENRATH, GERMANY, reconnoitered to the east and established contact
with the 4LO7th Infantry of the 102nd Infantry Division attacking WICKRATH. The
34th disposed married platoons in WICKRATHHAHN, BECKRATH and HERRATH,

At 1300, Commanding General 5th Armored Division visited the CP, released
the command from its present mission and gave instructions for the next day's
operations. CCA moved beginning at 1910 to an assembly area in woods just south
of HARDT, GERMANY. C Squadron of the First Lothians Border Yoemanry, a British
unit of flail tanks, was attached at 1300, but one platoon was detached to CCR
later in the day. The 695th and 557th Field Artillery Battalions were made
available to reinforce the fires of the 47th Field Artillery.
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At 2100, orders were issued to unit commanders for operations on 1 March.
The proposed opsration was for the 46th Infantry, supported by the 34th Tank Batta-
lion, to attack from HARDT, GERMANY, northeast passing between VIERSEN and
RUNCHEN~GLADBACH and cutting commmnications south and southeast of VIERSEN.

No enemy action other than the Idlling of a civilian saiper in
WICKRATHHAHN occurred during the day, but five prisoners were taken.

No enemy materiel was destroyed or captured during the month.
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1. CAMPAIGN: German
2, LOS3ES IN ACTION:

&+ Personnel;

ULIT KIA  SWA LA
CRGANIC
34th Tk Bn 3

L6th ‘rmd Inf ®n 2 5 27
aTTACHED CH IN SUPPCRT
4/85 Ren
A/628 TD 2
Hq/L7 FA Bn
/387 iha _
Total L

'ro W LN

\wun

38

.

be Vehicular:

TYPHE o iCT ) or LWBA UL T Y
Sdrceraft, i=Ll-l 1
Carrier, E/7, 123 L 2
Truck, l/4-"on, Lx/ 1
. . Trm
Tanic, wed, w/75-mm ;un — 1
Total L 5
3. CC.l.iiDEess
CO.’.xbat Corrand i - 3rip Gei surei e . Sesrder, 822950 7oL (OLOUT-n0n 00
srehy 311600-3124C0 Irreh), Lt 2ol =ich. rd >

J .

291300 LKarchn). Col iu.n J Jitzzercld, 06719,

- Ly L‘J

Ha & H» Co, Coidbrt Sonsaad "M~ Cupt Kusl - wuth, C1010” AO Irt (7 17 ereh):
1 Lt . P ‘hitaker, 0517445, Int (1e--1 FErcliy,
34t Tank 2u = Lt 2ol Bisizeg = Jines, 000,03, Cav (1-22; 20-21 rch) ;

Lajor Jos ph 7 Coxley, 02941494 &, Inf (Fe=l9 iurch).
Loth Armd Inf l.}n -~ Lt Col H1liir = Burton, 0254028, n? (1-27; »ra21 0 wh);

wuior Licnel X Puller, C25280, Ti7 (L7-30 lerch).
L7th urrd Fa sn - Lt Col Johe roserzvele, CRASTS1. 0 et toho sur 21,
; > -

A uo, 22na Jzul Zngr on - Capt Tho 1031vo,

n Tr, 25th Cov ien 3q, ecz - Capl Seymour I cott, 0304058, Cav,

A Co, 528th TD 2n - Cawt James H Lloyd, OLOS317, =.. 1 It Pet
0leZ4257, T (3(-31 iarch).

s o, T3th led Bn - cept lanlord 7T Laneson, Ou“"T” .

Somianders of attachad it zve hova or merior ol stk o »l
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Le ATTACHL.IIITS AlID AS3IGNLENTS:

CCA was under comtrol of 5th Armd Div during the entire month of March 1945.
The following units were attached to or detached from CCA for the period
indicated: B
1st Lothian Border Yoemanry - 1=3 March,
A Tr, 85th Cav Ren 3q, Mecz -~ 1-10, 30-31 March.
A Co, 628th TD Bn - 1-9, 30-31 March.
A Co, 22nd Arm’ Zngr Bn - 1-10, 30«31 March.
i Co, 34th Tk 3n and A Co, L6th Inf Bn, married - attached CCR, 5th
Arna Div 041855-081300. ’

5, AUUITION EXPENDITIRES AID LOSSES:

Type Expended Loss due to Enemy Act on
Cal, .30 25,000
Cal. «45 900
75-mm gun 625
76-mm gun L23

6, CPERATIONS:

a. Hardt - Niers Cansl - fnrath - Fischeln
(1) Enemy divisions vhich had been defending the Roer River line
were broken and disorganized by the rapid advance of the Ninth Army. Units
were badly mixed and, where encountered, generally in a state o unpreparedness
because of our rapid advarnce and their own lack of communication.

Enemy defenses were generally ineffective and unprepared.
Uetural ohstacles and constructed AT ditches and barricades were rarely manned.
Yo rines were encountered, but the bridge over the Niers Canal was blown. In
reneral, it may be sald that the only <Zefenses enmuntered by CCA were in Anrath
and the outskirts of Zrefeld.

Xnemy dispositions are shovn on llap "J". A map was cartured in
snrath on the ni ht of 1 march showing the 176th Inf Div in defense of the Niers
and lord Canals —rom snrath east with the 15th Pz Gr Div behind defending
Freteld to the 5 and 7o In addition the 130th Armd Rcn Bn was reported by a Pif
as defendin, .ith three compuanics the steel works Soutkh of Krefeld. These
dispositions proved Lo hes renerally correct as verified by identificatim of
prisoners; hovever, it is helieved that tie 176th Inf Div had not yet succeeded
in takin up imch of & position «long the canal either hecause of lack of time
or because of lack of personnel. WNo counterattacks were suffered by CCA during
the period though smsll numbers ol taniks iere reported moving in and around
Lreseld. .rtillers and mortar fire was received in moderate quantities from
‘nreth to Fischeln on the 2nd, while on the lst weak and inaccurate artillery
fire wns received, purticularir wround the bridge site. This relatively small
anount. of artiilery fire received is bLelieved to have been due to the enany having
moved the builk of his guns Nast of iho fhine and %o his inability to concentrate
Mis Jirvese .Mat wos lert of 2 batteries of artillery from the 176th Inf Div was
cverrun in .nrath.  Gnety air made three attacks during the pveriod. i liaison
plane nelonsin_. to the LTth wius shot dowm on the lst and twe strafing atteasks
were mace on anrath on the 2nd.
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On 1 March 93 orisoners were taken between Hardt and Anrath incl.
The prisoners were chiefly from elements of the 174th Inf Div, the 286th Ear
Bn and from KG Heidtman, a batile group uader control o the & Para Div which
had defended Hardt on 28th February, Of the §3 prisoners, %1 were taken in
Anrath and turned over to the 102nd Div 'rithout obtaining identifications.
However, the 1176 Arty Pegt of the 176th Inf Div was identified by artillery
pieces in Anrath and the woods beyond. On 2 March 71 prisoners were taken coming
from the 115 Pz Cr Regt, the 130th .rmd Ren Bn, and agein from the 176th Inf Tiv.

(2) Blemerts affecting action.

ey inforuation in the normal sense was generally lacking.
ssciuse of the teampo of the operations Ren Ly leadinz elements was relied on
entirely. Photo Intecllicence information was accurate as regards physical
instu.lations; but, as noted previously, obstacles were found to be undefended
ard cun positions, perticularly AA, unoccupied, Lack of recent cover of the
Vierser area prevented our choosing befire hand a crossing under the railroad.

The civilian population was neutral anddld not zffect the operation
excent that crowds of refu-ees beshind the firnting presented a traffic «nd
administrative provlem, ’

The terrain was flat and alternately rolling with no natural obstacles
other than the canal and some scattered woods. The soft soil prevented deployment
and .Jorced the command to fight o. the road almost exclusively. -

(3) Action.

.. For this action CC. operatel under control of its parent uiit, the
5th .rmd Civ. Throuchout the period troops of the command were dicposed as follovws;
Ha/L46th controlled B and C Cos married, .ith two platoons of ../22ni and two
platoons of ,'628th attached; Hy/34th had : Cos married; .4/85th, i/22nd(=) and
A/628th(=) operated under Combat Command cortrol 3 D/3L4th was attached to Hg/CCA;
47th PA was in direct support of the Combat Command and 695th and 557th Fi Bns
were avallable to reinforce the fires of the L7th; C Sq lst Lothian Border Yoemanry,
a 3ritish unit of flail tan!is, was attached but not used as no mines were encoun-
tereds The L46th led +*roughout supported by the 34th. The command operated in
the zone of ths 102nd Inf Div; 84th Inf Div was on the It “t and 2nd Arid Div and
29th Ind Div wereon the rirht,

By 2100 on *he night of 28 Feb, CCA had completed its move Narth
and was concenirated just south of Hardt., The comnind, at this time, had the
mission of attacking on 1 Larch so as to pass between Lunchen Gladbach and
Viersen and cut commuw.icetion with the latter town from South to Southeast., EKarly
in the morning the mission was changed to one of taking the original ads o
advance and continuing on East to the Rhine River passing South of Krefeld., it
1625 on the 1lst ‘he mission was changed to send the command North of Krefeld
throush Huls, While this change was cancelled on the night of the lst, it caused
the command to take Anrath rather than by-pass the town to the South as'orizinally
planned. At 1240 on the 2nd when contact had been gained with t he 2nd Armd Div
moving Northeast across our front the original mission was modified to cutting
cammunications South and Southeast of Krefeld while remaining ‘lest of the 20th
grid line,

Duting the night of 28 February, Major Fuller o the Léth Inf 3n
led a patrol to the AT ditch North of Hardt. The patrol found this obstacle
undefended and the road through the ditch, though blown, passable to vehicles,

The patrol encountered no enemy but observed a fire fight near "inkeln. The )
patrol returned and a platoon of infantry was sent to outpost the town of Rasseln.,
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At 0710 1 March the L6th with C Cos leading jumped off from its
L/D just beyond the AT ditch through RASSELN. In order to avoid the samall
satellite towns of Viersen C Cos were sent East on a secondary road as shown
- on Map ¥A®, By 0815 C was stopped by soff ground, and the original rowte of
advance was abandoned. At 1035 B Cos moved North on the main road from the
original L/D.. O Companies returned and followed B, This delay of two hours
and twenty minutes before B Cos crossed the L/D was due to a variety of factors.
Lt Col Burton was reluctant to abandon his original plan and continued to fight
the terrain after his chosen route was revealed as impracticable., The tail o
C Cos had to be pulled off the main road to permit B to pass. Part o B took
& wrong turn in Hardt and had to be retrieveds B Co commander used conaiderable
time to assemble his platoon leaders and issue new orders. In addition an
artillery Bn interrupted the movement of B causing further delay. The abortive
" attempt of the 46th to move East cannot, however, be considered as havirg been
entirely useless as it provided a diversion, the entire effect o which cannot
be gauged. '

By 1345 the head of the column. had reached the railroad by the
route shown, Scattered enemy resistance of infantry and bazookas was encauntered
enroute, At 0830 the A7th had fired on tanks and vehidles in Bockert ami the
Southwest edge of Viersen. About 30 PWs were taken. The colum was stopped at
the railroad by a demolished underpass. By 1500 a route under the railroad had
been found and the column was moving again, At 1520 the bridge over the Niers
Canal was blown’ as the hedd of the column approached within about 100 yards.

Only one lane of the bridge was destroyed, but the other lane was oonsidered too
damaged to pass, with the tanks., Infantry crossed over the bridge, i smounted,
and established a bridgehead to protect the wdrk of the engineers. An unexploded
50kg bomb remained in a drainage culvert on the near side. This was removed
while the treadway trucks were coming up. By 1835 L8 feet of treadway had been
laid to strengthen the bridge and C Cos started to cross.

Viewing the operation in retrospect it appears that the A6th could,
and perhaps should have, .crossed the bridge immediately to take Anreth before
dark. Captain Grose, commanding the engineer company, was of the opinim, and so-
stated, that the bridge would carry tanks in its weakened conditiom, but that he
did not know how long it would continue to do so. It would have been possible,
then, to have crossed with half-tracks and light tanks and to have taken Anrath
well before dark. Such a movement would have intercepted earlier the buildup at
Anrath and have permitted movement some distance Bast from the town before dark-
ness forced a halt. However, the Commanding General based his decision not to
cross the damaged bridge on the engineer estimate that treadway could be laid in
45 minutes, whereas it actually required some three hours.

The L6th was soon in Anrath where they encountered heavy road blocks
and about a company of infantry. The enemy was surprised to find us in the town
and moved into and about the town until captured or killed. There appears to
have been a definite buildup from Krefeld to Anrath which was prevented by our
capture of the town. This buildup continued throughout the night until 2s lite
as 1000 the next morning. Positions for the night 1~2 March are shavn on Map "Av,
The 46th established local security and two platoons of light tanks guarded the
bridge. It was intended that the 46th move beyord Anmth and outpost the R/J at
023989, It so happened that the entire night was required for the L6th to mop up °
the town and reorganize, and the intended outpost was rever established,
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Trom the foregcin:s norrative of operations for 1 llarch it .wy adpear
Lhnt there as 106 no resistance. Jhile it is true that no appreciable
resistance was cncounbers . the eneuay wes present prepired to resist but intimidated
Ly oir bar s, close to lic lou waud not fizht. ‘henever the column stopped
orisonery cowld be and were taken from adjacent bnildings. Unarmored vehicles
vihich attenpted £o o any distance from the column were grected by an active cnemy
sith simall eras, .G ic banooka Tire. Elements ol the 102nd Div never advenced
foruard of oir lead tank. .henever they atteapted to do sothey came to a pre-
cipitions 11t and .ese actuzlly ureble to advance further,

The 4&th, -ith C Cos leading, moved & “rom anrcth at 0640 the next
dey end by @hout 1200 had made contact with the 2nd armd Div south & Krefeld.

e L6ih continuecs to Steinrsth and went off the road there at 1300, The eneny
veceted o our march across his front with mortar and zrtillery fire and propaganda
lceoflets. Heavv, accurate mortar and light inaccurate artillery fire came from
prichas ol woods to the left of our axis of advance. These woods were fired on
By beaks, riillery wnd fishter bombers, but enemy Iire continued .until friendly
irfoatry had clesred the position. The woods on the left near anrath proved
sartlculariy troublesoic for succeeding elements of ouar column were subjected to
ire as ihey passei. Jriendly infantry attacking the position at about 1020 vere
resulsed, anc it was not until about noon that the woods were cleared., One enemy
SP essuilt run in “le woods was silenced by tank fire and another such gun was
cveryan near thie steel jorks. ,

Our Ren Plat on the rijht becane engaged in a small fire fight with
cnery infantry at 0910 vicinity 145985, Expected resistance Irom the 130th
irmored Ren 3n did not materialize. Our leading companies passed the steel works
without receiving any fire; however, later elements of our column received direct
five “pom “he steel works und the outskirts of Krefeld beyond,

The 46th, in order to get .jest of the 20th ¢rid line moved North at
1730 to Fischeln, .although the 2nd irmd was already holding the town moderate
to heavy artillery fire was received and the lead tank was knocked out by AT fire
fro.n the South edge of Krefeld. By 1900 the command was in positions shown on
liap "B" for the night 2-3 larch. ’

’ hgain on the 2nd it appears, from a bare recital of events, that no
great amount of resistance was encuntered. Nevertheless, on the marning of the
ond the command found itself in a critical positim. The leading Plat moving
Eest out of Anrath was stopped by MG, AT, artilley and mortar fire. The L6th
torether with casual units were jammed up with vehic les two abreast in Anrath, a
tempting target for enemy air. Enough mortar and artillery fire was observed
falling in the surrounding area to, if concentrated, annihilate the combat command.
Tt was therefore essential that the command get out of Anrath, The 2nd Plat
passed the lst and 46th moved on to Steinrath with speed and with few casualties,

The enemy never concentrated his fires on air lea ding elements or
any other portion of the column. His fires were distributed impartially along
the entire column as it moved. That the enemy never concentm ted his fires must
be attributed to his inability to do so. Thus we have the rare example of a flank
march across the front of an entire enemy division in daylight within 2-5 km of
his LR L
Throughout the operation A/85th was employdd with one Plat to keep
contact with friendly units on the left, one Plat with same missim on our right,
and the 3d Plat protecting the rear of the column. .

Losses in the command were 19 wounded. ‘

AMr support was received during the day and used to hit the woods
East of Anrath and M/T in Krefeld.
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b. Period 3-31 Karch, :

On 3 Mar CZa rerained in place South of Krefeld brepared to assist the
102nd Inf Div ir assistance should he requested. (CC4 moved beginning at 1420
to St, Hubert by way of St. Tonis and Kempen., The cQmmand closed at 0110 4 March,
The Sq of British flails was detached at 1845. The ‘only enemy acti m during the
day was one bomb dropped near our CP at Hoxhofe at 1020, Iwo.men of A/628th Tp
Bn were killeq and one wounded,.

At 0025 4 larch warning orders were issued for a bProposed move to

an assembly area between Vluyn and Moers North of the railroad, Troops o CCA were

34 TH 46th H3 cca ARTY

Hg & lq Co/34th Hq & Hq Co/L6th Hq & Hq Co/Cca L7 FA

A & 3B Cos, ig ¢ Cos, 14 .-1;22(-—) @irect support)
Plat/A/22nd Plat 4/22nd 4/85

Plat/A/628th Plat 4/628th A/628(=)

lortar 3ec/L6th D/34th

AAr Support Tk

Finel orders ‘or the move were not received so the town of St., Hubert
Wis searched op weapons, radio trmlsmitters, and- all males who were or had been in
the Zerun ~dlitary service, The CG, 5th ‘r:q Div visited oupr CP at 1145, at
1215 new orders were issued to send the 34th to occupy the towns of Tonisberg, Vluyn,
ani Schaephuysen, search these towns, and distribute ndilitary Sovernment mroclamg-
tions, The vlatoons of 4/22nd reverted to company control; platoons of D/34th
were ot ached one each to the 34th and the 46th, and g secand platoon. of TDs was
atiached to the 3hthe  ,/85t% yas civen the missim of reconnsitering and screening
in front of the 34th tec meintain contact with ‘riendly units on the right and on
the left, e 34th moved at 1415 anq by 1545 had oceupied its assigned towns., it
1710 our ilen contacted elements of “he 38th Inf Div narth of Vluyn. At 1855 4 Cos
narrisd ere attacheq in place to C2R then 7i-hting in Repellan, There was no enemy
action durineg the day, but the 34th, in occupying its towms, took 20 prisoners
and found larze stocks of eheny supplies, 4t 2315 one Plat of 4/25 wag ardered to
Srinkhof (198219) to maintain contact with ang protect the left flank of CCRr. The
2Lt was orderer to supmasrt thig Plat by whatever action should be necessary to et
then to Brinkhor, The L6th and the CP renained in Place for the night,

On 5 larsh /85, maintuiined contact -dth CCR, 24th and 35th ~nf Divs,
e 34tk readined in place nad the rezainder of €I moved to Huls closing at 1200,

th € g 7 1arch 475 and the 3hth corntimed there missions while the
L6th searchen houses in Hulg ~ng vicinity,

On the 8th ., Jo= married revertcd to gns, On the 9th the ¢p changed
its location vithin the town of duls and ../628th reverted to Bn control, Cn the
LOoth [ /22nd . na L/85%h were relieved of attzchment to 224, On 11-12 March the
married formation +i-3 brolzen up and the 34th moved to Huls.

During i veriod 12-20 l'ereh oo renzined in Mals ano carried m
acdntenance of 1iiios, vehieles wng o*her eviipment, Trainirz was conducted to
include _hysieal soniitionin -, crew drill, sasll nnit probleme, an? indirect firing,
Ln wdsition CCA est 11 heg Military sovernment in its assioned area, Civilians
vere recistered, mslces betieen 16 and 60 screcned, and the population contralled okt
neaens of rozl Bloslie, vatrels ard curfews,

On the morm‘n  of 22 larch an =04 pedinm “omher crgeh landed near -ur
CPs 4t 1600 on tris “ate "ricndls Samber, dropoed a-proximately 120 60 1b, frar-
tientation hoabs near “he crashed bomhers, Cne oficer 23 16 EM were wounced; 2 EM
~nd L civilian were killed, . f

-5 - )

-~ L



b EO Vv i Lu
S

At 200C 29 larch warning orders ere issued for a move across the
Fhine diver at "Tesel, Billetins partiss weré sent on the morning of the 30%h.
That right orders for the r-rck were iscued. The comronc moved beginning at
about 1700 31 March hv way of alderkerk-ﬁeukerk-jevelen-lssum and ‘dpen clearing
the bridge over the Rhine Hiver at .jessl adproximetely at midright.

Section I = Personnel Matters,

as Norale and discipline.

Supply of movies was adequate, some thirty different movies beirg
shoun during the menth. Both the 34th and L6th were zble to set up theaters in
huls, The supply of Stars and Strines, Yanks and PX supplles wes regular. gRed
cross doughnut wagons made periodic visits to units of NQa. Twenty-three officers
end 223 EK were sent on pass to Paris, London, Heerlen, or the Riviera znd one
officer and 7 3 were furloughied home. Cne distribution of books, mafazines and
small games was made, and an initial shipment of athletic equipment was receivec,
Trcops, in generzl, obeyed exactly the non=fraternization rule. .

Section II =~ Intellirence Matters,
2+ LEstimated enemy personnel and materiel losses:
1. Personnel
Killed - 15
Captured - 462

2+ Materiel

2 = assault guns 3 « 122-mm howitzers
3 - trucks - . 1l - ammunition train
L - trailers 2 - ammunition dumps

1 - searchlight battery

In the woods North and East of Anrath the following enemy materiel
was found destroyed; 6, 122-mm howitzers and 12, 20-mm a4 guns. This damage .
should be credited to the fighter~bombers supporting CCA. In addition 3 half
tracks were found abandoned in the area.

Following the action of 1=2 March units of the command discovered
in their area a number of German supply dumps, L vehicles and scattered ammunition.

be Counter Intelligence.

CIC personnel of CCA arrested 34 pérsons during the month. Three of
these proved to be members of a sabotage ring. These were arrested 18 March and
on 24 March, after an intensive search of the area, their hideout ang base of
operations was discovered. This was a carefully camouflaged dugout on a hill at
Hulserberg. A total of 1253 Germans and 234 foreign workers and displaced persons
were screened. Two cases were investigated; one involving the loss of 4 supply
of radium and the other robbery of the bank in Huls.

~
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a. This operation was complicated by the great number of friendly
troops, particularly around Krefeld where there were elements of L~5 divisions
from 3 different corps by nightfall of the 2nd. It was therefore considered,
for this operation, more important or more necessary to employ the Ecn:troop to
maintain contact with adjacent units than with the enemy. Despite this measure
the 46th deployed fest of Steinrath prepared to attack a colurn which turned out
tc be part of the 2nd Armd Div. Similarly CCR of the 2nd Armd Div deployed but
did not attack the 3Lth passing South of the steel works. On the morning of the
2nd a column wa3 observed on our right moving toward Krefeld. The column was not
engaged for fear that it was friendly ard escaped before it was identified as
enemy. Around ncon on the 2nd an eremy colunn was observed moving from Krefeld
toward .nrath. The column was covered by asssult guns from 154003 but not fired
on for fear of hitting friendly infantry.

be The requirements placed on the operatins of CCi; 1.es, to operate
in the zone of an infantry division without interfering with them cannot normslly
be met without very rizid traffic control by corps. *™hile there was little con-
flict between leading elemcnts of CCi ancé 102nd Inf Div, behind the front traffic
of <he two was freely intermingled and often badly snarled particularly since it was
not possible to clear roads wher not movings. Thoush erpected tc clear a mth for
infantry, armor was given nc road priority. The infaintry exercised its priority
and hogged the roads despite the fact that it was demonstirated time and time again
in the operation that they could not sdvance “eyond our leading elements. Priority
must be given to those people most able to use it; in this cperation ihe armax.
CCA had nc forward and no rear boundaries, no zcne of zction other then whet we
could find, and an ohjective with the restriction ?hat we rnot interfere withthe -
2nd arod Dive The minimum reauirement is a forward zone of our own with no
rectriction on novesent therein, The rroblen. of CCai operating in the zone of the
102n4 Inf Div could have been solved in one of two ways; either by ccorps represent-
atives present to direct traffic and award road priorities in accordance with the
existing tactical requirements, or by prescribing at intervals for C2a to clear
forvard of a stated line by a certain tire.

c. MU radic channels became so crowcded 25 *to &lmost preclude thelr use,
This condition resulted from the proximity of the 2nd and €th ‘rmd Divs and cther
units ecquipped with FU radios. This overcrowdiig is a very cdefinite problex which
should be considered in plannin~ operations for armored divisians. Yuch can te
dore tc help by remirinz brevity and prcper procedure on the rlk nets, but this
Zecsure will not provile a cemplete sciution to the problem, |

d. laps in this overation, particularly l/E0,000,were faind *c te
ult to read especially as regards rcad classifications “/ith such maps it
onsidered Hossible to nick routes cr operate at nisht ~lthost prior dar-

c
reconnhgissance,

€e ?Eegugees sust not ke permitted o move during or immediately
f51lloiin: an operation. (hile it may be desireable to collect civilimns in an
oper. Zield zurin-~ the moppinz up of a towm, they shonld, as soon zs pessible, }¥e
put tack in the towm aiu under ne circumstances sent to the rear,

fo It 13 felt that there were rever enouch bridres cve® the Niers Canal.

The :in-ie¢ one way trio_ e in the zone of the 1C2nd and the 5th rmd Iivs, thou b
increased on the 2nd of larch v another cne way bRl-e, certciniy cauld ot te
considered sufficient for two divisicns :reatliy reirlurce
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Veabmwr 8 300/ 8 hmad

aQuitiog Ll Crossin:s over -he |7 Ziteh licrth o Harit were Certiinly
. .. . / S~ R - ¢ L : - - N N
incic.ted, 3 Copanies /L4+n Su--ered dnterference frem T4 moving ints the 400133
1Orth 0Ff the .7 iiltet an heomoriing of 1 Jerch, These pecple used the one way
1.

Whereas alditional Crossinss over ‘he 4itch either to the
Peraitie ] the ATty to have gone into
2P novemant

richt or

el s )
Dosition At

S

These oYservatio. apriy to Il.ts iXperionze itk military zovernment
dard.  the I7rLod,

Ge  Civiliuns ¢id no* chafe under our restrictions, They under st.ood that
he war wus not far Fenoves and that control of their actims was necessary. They
Vere sreatly relieved ‘o he ‘ree of “ombinz ang shellin-., 7The only real airliness
uoted iz in the SO boys end :rls, Towm officials encountered made great efforts
tc cooperste andg Iollow calitory covernnent directives. There were strang
indicaticns thut ‘he cathclic Zhureh is “ratelul to be rid o Nazism.

5.  Food SUPPLYT VL3 estimated as sulficiznt for three or Jour months,

&rns were beins worzed, “ut more labor, women ang children, need tc be assizcned to
farm work o replace the "sl:=ve labor", There was a lack of seed because of
distribution Gifficulties. ' .

Ce .hen i division or conbat comnand Ooccupies an area and carries on
rilitary government® therein there must he close cooperatin vith adjacent divisions
erd corps, The 2ccupstion is never by Kreis or Seminde, hense mutual probleaus of
cddndstration will always arise,

For the Comuanding General:
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’ Subject: Report of Action No. 9, Lonth of spril 1945.

To : The Commanding Generzl, 5th Armored Divisicn,
T APO#255, Us S Arnmye.

l Attached hereto is Report of Action against the ZEnemy Lo. 9,
month of April 1945.

For the Commanding Ceneral:

//Ym(
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CCOMBAT COMMAND *A"
FIFTH ARMORED DIVISION

ACTION AGAINST ENEMY REPORT NO. 9

MONTH OF APRIL, 1945.

BRIGADIER GENERAL EUGENE A. REGNIER, USA,
COMMANDING.




. HEADQUARTERS CCMBAT COMMAND "A"

! . APO #255
U. S. Army.
' 1, CAMPAIGN: Germaay.
2, LOSSES IN ACTION:
a. Personnel:
Unit swA LmA KA M4 IOTAL
3Lth Tk Bn 7 20 12 1l LO
L6th Inf Bn 12 65 2L 2 103
L7th FA Bn 6 6
A/75 Med Bn 1 1
A/628 TD Bn 1 1
A/85 Cav Ren Sq 1 _1 . __ 2
TOTAL 20 9l 36 3 153
b. Vehicular:
Iype Destroyed or Abandoned Evacuated
Tank, Med L 1
Carrier, H/T, M3 2 1
Truck, 1/k=ton, Lxi L
Aircraft, lM-1-L 1
Arnd Car, U8 1 -
TOTAL : 12 2

3. COMMANDERS:
Combat Command "A" - Brig Gen Eugene A. Regnier, 08295, USA.
Hq & Hq Co, Combat Command "A" - 1lst Lt R. B. Whitaker, 0517645, Inf.
34th Tank Bn - Lt Col P&chard :l. Jones, 0238409, Cav.
: L6th Armd Inf Ba - Lt Col .iilliam H. Burton, 0366028, Inf.
47th Armd FA Bn - Lt Col John B Rosenzwelg, 0246291, FA.
A Co, 22nd Armd Engr Bn - Capt Thomas T Grose, 01103189, CE.
A Tr, 85th Cav Ren Sq, Mcz - Capt Seymour B Scott, 0306958, Cav.
A Co, 628th TD Bn - Capt James H Lloyd, OLO93l7, Fi.
A Co, 75th lled Bn - Capt Sanford L Langsom, OL2LL70, iC.

Commanders of attached units are shown for period of attachment only.
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GOA'epsrated wider the centrel of 5th Armd Div for the entire menth
of 'April, 1945, The following units were attached to or detached from CCA for
the peried indicated. |

A co,. 22nd Arsd Engr Bn = le5; 7wll; 17-24, April.

A Ce, 628th TD Bn = la4; 824, April.

A Tr, 85 Cav Ren Sq, Mos ~ 12-13 Aprdl. - |

695th Armd FA Bn - 2-4 April; Direct support 20 April. |

4Tth Armd FA Bn - direct support ef CCA 9-1lh; 15-18;. 21-25 April.

Tlst Arnd FA Ba - reinforcing fires of 47 FA Bn 9-14 April.

557th Armd f‘A Bn - reinforeing fires of 47 FA Bn 21-25 April.,

‘B Cos married with one Plat A/22nd Bngrs - Atchd Div Hq 01074,5-021915.
NOTE: As per Msg 182200, A/85 was detached from CCA effective 190600. At the
time of the detachment the Ren was engaged in screening against infiltrating
Eny armor and did not move. At 190720 Div granted permissim for A/85 to remain

with CCA. Exactly similar Msgs were received with respect to A/628. At 182300

one married Co (B Cos) was alerted for attachment and movement to CCB on erder.
This order was not forthcoaing.

For Approx. a 24 hour peried - 172200 to 182200 - lst Bn, 335 Inf Regt
and RCT 407 (less 3d Bn 4O7) was attached to CCA.
5. AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES AND LOSSES:
Te provide data of some value in estimating ammunition expenditures

this report is broken down by operations.

Expended - Date

Type April 2-3  9-11 12 13-16 = 21-24 Total

105-mm 287 359 355 346 391 1738 !
90-mm - 2 121 123 |
76-an 64, h8 93 78 316 599 |
75-am o2 9 1g2 k28 261 1154

8l 100 28 ; 128 |
60w 125 36 161 '
57-am Lo 40 I
Cal. .5 1330 L0 TL50 9220 K155 22295 ’
Cal. 45 2900 6000 - 1657 10557
.Gals 030, MG 37750 12500 57250 45000 - 98000 24,0500 A

!
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5. Conttd., '
ended - te !
Type April 2-3 9-11 12 13-16 2124 Total :
Cal. .30 Rifle 9600 1440 22600 12820 L6US0
Cal. .30 Carbine 1000 8050 800 9850
37-ma : 95 95
Rocket, AT 10 10

Amminition expenditure by Arty and % Destreyers is not included in
the above total.

6s. Movements of the command post and operational zones and boundaries
are shown on maps in the map supplement.
7. NARRATIVE:
A. Outline of the month's operatiQna.
(1) The Eneay.

In only a few scattered and important places did the eneny eoffer
any effective resistance. For the most part he was disorganized and demoralized
and showed a willingness to surrender. The enemy did, howeve;, demonstrate that
ne wus still capable of wuging a clever and stubborn fizht for a definite and
important object. In the vicinity of Hiltrup and Wolbeck, to defend the bridge

over the Dortaund-Ems Canal and the southern approaches to Munster, he disposed

800-1000 men, 3 to 4 flak batteries, and 5 to 6 tanks or self propelled assault
gunse South of Hanover the enemy displayed concern over our nearness to that

city and reacted with heavy artillery aﬁd nebelwerfer fire around the bridge at
Sehnde, Furthe? E, on the 1llth, the bridge over the canal at Fallersleben was
defended by T rire uand by long range, heavy caliber artillery. From Fallerslebej
to Tenjermunde only hestily organized Volkstrom, Luftwaffe, and straggler personnel
were encountered. Tangermunde itself was well defended by several battle groups

totaling about 600 and employing large numbers of panzerfausts. North of

Tangermunde the RR bridge was defended and blown by & company of dug-in infantry /



 inumtey enpleying ohiefly small asms fire. The ferry site at Ameburg was
stubbernly defended by a ferce of po;udo SS of about company size empleying
u;,j artillery, machine gun, and panzerféust fire. This force s hewever,
partially withdrew during the night and the town was taken against light

resistance the next merning., In the second attack te the Elbe, from West of

Salswedal to Nerth ef Hitsacker, divisional troops were encountered for the
first time. The enemy, elements of Von Clausewitz and 8i4th Infantry Divisions,
fought clever reutuard actions with tanks, infantry, and mihea; artillery,
mortar and nebelwerfer fire.
' ‘Enemy alr flew approximately 65 sorties against GCA during the ménth,
These were divided with 8 to 9 on the 10th, 9 to 10 on the 11th, 12 to 15 on
the 12th, 15 to 20 on the 13th, and 12 on the 20th. Nine enemy planes were
reported shot down. On five occasions enemy aircraft attacked elements of the
command, Two strafing attacks on the 10th resulted in 3 light casualties. A
brief strafing by 6 planes on the llth did ne damage. Attacks by 15 planes at
Arneburg on the 13th and by 12 planes at Hankensbuttel on the 20th likewise
did ne damage. There was a large number of individual sorties of a reconnaissance
nature resulting in part from planes escaping from the airfield near Stendal
_ when we were. at Tangermunde.

(2) Pactors affecting the operations.

a. The terrain.

From 1l-4 April the march was across the flat and relatively wet
lower edge of the Munster Bay into the Qsnabruck-ieser Bergland north of Herford.
The march 9=10 April was across the ‘jeser River tflrough the Osnabruck-.leser and
leser-Oker Bergiands; and into the Leine-Aller Lowlands. On 11-12 April ccA

advanced to the Elbe through the lower edge of the North German Glacial Plain.
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This area was characterized by flat low-ELying land with numereus drainage
ditches and numerous large forests of plantation pines. Chief obstacles in
our zone were the ljeser-Elbe and Aller Canals and the numerous wooded areas.
The soll was a sandy loam and i)ermitted cross country movement even after
moderate rains. The road net was adequate with useable secondary roads running in
all cdirections. The second attack to the Elbe was made northward, again through
a portion of the liorth German Plain. This area was almost devoid of any streams
or any large settlements. It was marked by numerous foresteci, even-contoured
hills of glacial origin. Five good roads ran eastward to the Elbe, but only
secondary roads and trails were available for movement to the north. 'mr:uhout
the month, main roads were found to be in good repair and capable of puéing the
combat command. Secondary roads, however, were not well maintained and, in
several instances, bacame so bad that all of the cemmand could not be passed.

b. The lleather.

The weather during the month was generally unfavorable to our
operations. On the 2nd and 3d the sky was overcast with intemiftont rain. No
air support was received and, in one instance, mud hampered the deployment of
our tanks. From 10-13 April the sky was clear over the target area, but weather
at the bases prevented our receiving any air support after 1300 on the 11th.
During the period 21-23 April the sky was again overcast with intomittont.'. rain.
No air support was received during this operi.tion, but from late on the 22nd
through the 24th, Spitfires patrolled our area constantly during daylight., It
is not believed however, that the weather operated against us' during this last
period, Had the weather beern good we would have required a relatively great
m@t of air support as protection against the enemy's i.r_tillery and nebelwerfer

" fire, It was learned later that XXIX Tac had virtually ceaiod operations and that
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any air we might have receiv;a, whatever the weather, would probably have
been in scanty quantities. As it so h;ippened on this operation, visibility
was poor and the enemy was denied the advantage of observation from the many.
high points available to him, Also the ground was wet and our vehicles raised
no dust cloud to warn of our approach.
(3) Our Operations.

Fram l-l.: April CCA, in division reserve, marched from Wesel to an
assembly area nerth of Herford. During this march the command won a bridgehead '
over the Dortmund-Bms Canal and built a bridge at Hiltrup on the night of 2-3
April. Froa 4-9 April CCA remained N of Herford planning for future operations.
On 9 April the command crossed the Weser River at Hameln and by nightfall the
10th had gained a suitable L/D in its assigned zone. CCA then attacked to the
Elbe River reaching Tangermunde at noon on the 12th. From 13-16 April CCA _
cleared its area from Phase Line "D" to the River and moved back to the vicinity
of Calverde. On the night of 1718 April a pertion of the command meved to
Knesebeck and, with four infantry Bns attached, cleared the large Forst Knesebeck.
On 21~22 April the command attacked N to the final Corps objective north of
Hitsacker on the Elbe. CCA moved on the 25th to eccupy an assigned zone south,
east, and west of Fallersleben, ’ - v
| B. Wesel to Herford. |

(l) General. .
"~ CCA cleared the bridge over the Rhine River at Wesel a.pproximately
at lthi‘ht a1 lhroh Troops of the command, at this time were grouped as follows:

ﬁhe‘a“th ﬁ%hc’: kbth ng %?3&% m5

A& BCes, Md CCos, & 22nd (-) Sv Co, Lé6th
mys  omE W B
Plat B/Sh Rat @/ o e b

_ Plat 3907 Trk Co {




command at this time, as contained in Letters of Inntmetion, Hq Sth &‘d liv,

dated 3012004 and 3111004 March, was to follow supporting Bugr wnits en reute
"A"; be prepared to pass throuh or around either assault cembat m ‘l W
continue the advance; and be prepared to advance one. nrrul co en & Oﬁ.l'

via route "A" to clear this route of the endy By 0920 & tpﬁl, mh‘w

the Dortmund-Bas Canal south ef Munster and had cluod in Ol assenbly “”
of Herford 100 airline miles frem Wessel. During this march there was m
engagement, south of Mundter where tho eouand cressed the canal.
(2) Crossing the Dortmund-Ems canaa.. )
a. The Enemy,

To defend the canal crossing at Hiltrup the enemy dispoaed
épproximately-600 men and an estimated 3 to 4 batteries of 105=mm flak or
artillery, Troops of 2nd Co, 361 Pz Gr Regt a.nd' 348 Trmg Bn comprised the bulk
of this force. In addition, the enemy defended to the south of Walbeck with
approximately 200 men and 6 tanks or self propelled assault guns of an umidenti-

fied SS unit. The force Vic Hiltrup resisted cur advance with small arms, machins. .

gun, and panzerfaust fire but showed little inclination for a stubborn defense
and surrendered in large numbers. Arty fire was received from one or more
batteries located Vic 912682 but this fire was quickly neutralized by our own
artillery. South of Wolbeck our B Cos received heavy, accurate, AT, SP or tank,
MG, SA, mortar, and bazooka fire and were stopped at 000669 at 1800 on the 2nd.
This force withdrew by morning of'tho 3d, :probably to Telgate., During the night
2«3 April 695 FA fired a concentratien at 983682; destroyed a tun and flak
battery; killed about 200 of the enemy and caused the surrender of 85.

A total of 652 prisoners were processed through the CCA cage during the ?




thepori.donaoouwwl. Otthonm'orotakmonthozm,zoo
frem east of the camal. Aa estimated 200 of the enexy were killed or sericusly

wounded and 3 flak batteries destreyed, .
b The Astisa, |
| © At.awen 2 April CCA was off the resd Vic Sanden waiting te follew
Div Arty and supperting Engrs by way eof the bridgo over the canal at 871634,
Dupito the faoct that beth GCB and CCR had paaaod 8 of l&unater the bridge on

. Route “A® at Hiltrup had not_,xot been sscured. The md south frem 87163L was
peer and rapidly deterierating wnder the heavy traffic. 1In additien prierity

ot eur prepesed route was given to the 84th Inf Div at this time. CCA, therefore,
was erdered to secure the crouin; at Hntr@. 695 PA Bn was attached te CCA
at this time.

© The 3kth meved at 1530 preceded by elements of A/85. Ren lecated
the eneay armed with bagoekas, small arms, and machine guns in Hiltrup. Arty
fire was placed on the bridge in an attempt te prevent the enemy from blowing
it and, at 1640, the 34th penetrated the town by way of the main road. The
bridge was blown at 1800 and by 1845 the town was clear and ever 100 prisoners
had been takens Imms diately after the bridge was blown about one and one half
plateons of A/4L6th crossed using girders of the blown bridée and uall civilian
boats. This crossing was protected by heavy tank and machine gun fire which
prevented the enemy, dug in on the far side, from effecti;rely resisting. By
1900 a bridgehead had been established to protect the work of the engineers.

Meanwhile our Ren screening to the N with mission of effecting

contact with friendly units reported in Munster captured 13 bazooka men at
928686, At the CR at 892662 the 46th received artillery fire from a battexy to
the northeast. This batt-ery was destroyed by the 695 FA Bn, together with a

ey . ‘/.0

20-mm battery and an Ammo dump.
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B Cos had been attached to Diw; Hq at 0745 1 April. On the afternocon
ol the 2nd they were marching ahead of Div Hq with orders to sscure the route
Albersloh ~ Tolbeck. This force began to receive some Arty fire just N of
Albersloh but no particular importance was attached to it until, a short while
later, Captain Weeks, then commanding B/3.ith, received a report from a friendly
Engr unit that there was a force of enemy tanks and SS troops south of Wolbeck.
B Cos »proceeded and at 1815 were stopped at 000669 by fire from SP guns or tanks
concealed further up the road. Simultaneously enemy infantry in the woods on
each side for a distance of about 800 yards along the column attacked vdth
panzerfausts. Two tanks and three half tracks were lost and the force ’maasembled
Vic 0065 under fire of 105 or 150-mm fire from the N¥. The enemy infantry
counterattacked shortly before dark employing amall arms, machine gun, bazecks
and mortar fire. This attack was beaten off and by dark a forward line had been
established at 999659. Captain Weeks estimated the force opposing him as 200 ss
and 4 to 6 SPs or Mark V tanks.

- At 1915 Div returned B Cos to control of CCA. By 2035 command and
fire direction communication channels had been reestablished with this force.
Both A and B Cos were ordered to patrol aggressivély duri ng the night to maintain
contact with the enemy and to attack E and N respectively on the 3d to jein up
at Wolbeck. _

In the bridgehead A/L6th was engaged in mepping up all the night
and succeeded in capturing more than 200 of the enemy. B Cos sent eut 2 patrels
during the night. These patrols did net make physical centast but heard the enexy
withdraﬁng to the N, Known and suspected locations woro fired at througheut
the night by the 695 and 557th FA Bns. Rcn established a screen on our N flank
and contacted friendly elements at the southern approaches to Munster at 0800 on

the 3do




At the bridge site long approaches had to be constructed on each
bank and the entire night was required to complete the required 132 feet of
treadway bridge. The bridge was completed at 0615 on the 3d, Two platoons of
tanks were crossed when one section of the bridge failed and had to be replaced.y
The bridge was not prepared and useabls until 1100, A Cos, however, pushed
forward one married platoon and seized intact the bridge over the llerse fiver at
978682 at 0915, 'I'Exil platoon set up defense of this bridge and did net move on
to Wolbeck until the bridge had been repaired and the remainder of the company
come upe B Cos attacked at 1030 with the infantry dismounted. No resistance
was encountered and abeut 1 Km S ef Wolbeck the infantry mounted and this farce

- moved on te Wolbeck where centact was made with A Cos about noon.. In the town
20 S8 whe had been wounded the night before were found in a hospital. |

(3) March to Herford. |
The remaindsr of the command follewed acress the bridge and CCA taiied

supperting Engr units on Route A to an assembly area N o'f Herford. Combat
elements of the command clesed in this area at 0920 4th April. .There was ne
eneny oontﬁot, but the march proved to be a difficult cne nopotholon. Ren was
used to maintain proper direction and contact between elements of the column; but,
despite these measures, numerqus. halts were made to permit the Clm to close up.
Elements became lost and had to be brought back to the correct reute. The rudA
falled in twe pla.cu and a portion of the Clm had to be dotound by other routos.
Lt Gol Burtem cnplor.l.n; his I and R plateen rendered vd.\ublo and u.nly service
te ﬂu cc-md this night in ﬁ.ndin; alternate routes and in effecting liaison
with ﬂ-ll of tho Cla,

1hotuﬂmorthoiuunmmthatoww»t1n¢m On ene
m the female end was se bent that whem the brm- was used this end slipped

UNQ the cemnecting pin in the ncti ﬁ and the bridgo failed. )/



Immedlately =fier clecin_ in bivouac on the Lth a-small fast task
force was orgiailzed tu cature the city of Heriord which had not yet been entered.
This force was commanded by Lt Col Burton und consisted of a Plat of light tanks,
a Plat of infantry, and & squad of Engrs supported by the mortar and assault
gun sections in position outside the city., There was no enemy action and the city
was cuicidy taken alonz with a great store of military supplies. Three Bns of
the 84th Inf Div entered the town at about 1900 and CCA relinquished contrsl to
the. the following day. On the 5th a similar task force was sent to Salzuflen
to capture & military Lospital there and remove military personnel wéll enough
to lerve., ds Torce reched i4s “hisctive lthout incident, found troops of
SLth there, nd wais ordered o return,

From 4=9 .ipril CCA remained in bivouac K of Herford and engaged in
fadintenance and in planning for future operations. Some prisoners were taken
daily but were stragglers and administrative personnel and of no tactical
significence.

C. .eser to the Elbe.

(1) The approach.

CCa moved on the afternoon of the 9th to cross the ‘leser River at
Hameln with the mission of moving behind CCR, then S of Hanover, and then
swinging It into the upper half of the Div zone Lo selze crossings over the
Juse dLdloer river (nd eonsl netork het.sen Selle ond Zltze, Orcder of
aarch was .ien, Hg 46th, C Cos Md, Hq CCA with CC troops, 47 FA, A Cos Xd, 71 Fa,

34th, and Tns. Troops were grouped as follows:

Léth 34th CC_Troops Ren  ARTY TNS

Hg & Hq Co, 46th Hq & Hg Co, 34th  Hg & Hq Co, CCA 4785 LT FA o Change
A & C Cos, id B Cos, ld a/22 (=) (in direct

Plat ./22 Plat /22 A/628 (=) support )

Plat 4/628 Plat A/628 /34 (=) 71 F4

Plat D/34th Plat D/34th (Reinf fires / }

] o
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The march was halted after midnight -and the c ommand went into bivouac
with 46th, the CP, and the artillery from Osselse to Bledel and the 34th znd
Tns Vic Pattensen, In anticipation of & move NE on the 10th our Ren determined
that the two bridges over the canals at Sehnde were intact at 2300 and took 12
PWs in so‘doing. Ren seized the first of these bridges at 0400, L6th was
ordered to secure both bridges and sent a married platoon from A Cos for this
purpose. This platoon reached the lst bridge without incident before dawn and
sent two infantry Sqds to seize the second. As this force started to cross the .
second bridge it received heavy LG, SA, bazooka fire, and hand grenades. This
force withdrew receiving artillery fire in so doing. The town of Bolzum was
outposted at 0630 and this force remained there to protect our N flank until
CCA moveds Orders had been received at 0200 which gave CCA the southern half
of the Div zone with mission of attacking to the Elbe R; CCR to shift to the
northern half of the Div zone. Rcn was recalled from Sehnde and given missim
of reconnoitering to the front in our zone to establish contact with CCR and
aid the command in moving forward without conflict with Elms of CCR. |

Enemy reaction to our proximity to Hanover continued until past noon.
Nebelwerfer and Arty fire was received Vic Sehnde early in the morning; scattered,
inaccurate Arty fire was received Vic Bledel at 1145 cnd 1230; ord Art; cad
Cirect high velocity fire was received a: Pattensen about 1350 where there seemed
to be an enemy buildup in progress. Our artillery fired on flak guns and troop
moveuments N of Sehnde.

(2) Gaining a line of Departure. '

The L6th, followed by the remainder of the command in the same order
as on the 9th, moved out at 1240 and passed throuch Peine at 1630, There was no
enemy contact but progress was siow as elements of the 30th infantry were using

- e




the same road as we. At 1840 .,/25 seized intact the bridge over the Oker Piver
at Didderses. The enem; atiempted to blow this bridge but the resulting explosion
failed to destroy it.

At 1540 & report had been received from CCR that there were 20 eneny
tonks at 7723, very close to our route of march and to CCR 2s well, This report
ves discounted for shortly thereafter a liaiscn plane of the 30th Inf Div dropped

Sh, O3 totins thet therae gos nc omeny Lo *he front or te the

s WCSS;_G " sy \/J‘L [N VRO

A

Mn 2373, 2% this time 1zs 3 of Peine shead of the LHthe In

Ty 2t
addi*tion 201 did not attack this reported tonk concentration with fijhter bombers
ther had under their conirol at the tluae.

.t 1930 fighter bombers under our control made an Armd Recce of the

soin road south from Gifhorn to the jutobahn with special attention to Meine and

[

saw nothing.

By 2040 the 46th was in lleine with A Cos. By 2310 the entirs command
was aeross the Oker in bivouac from adenbutte to Meine and a patrol from A Cos
nzd secured the bridgce over ‘he Jeser - Zlbe Canzl at Je’clheine., Some artillery
i P11 S of leine ot 2240 but the only enemy contact during the night was at
Jjedelheine where our rocdblock captured 4 prisoners, a motorcycle, and a truck,
Tor the Cirst ti.e in April CCA had an assigned zone and furthermore had secured

a oud L/D from which to start its drive to the Elbe.

(3) Drive to the Zlbe. |
Initial operation for the 1llth was an early Ren N to Gifhorn combined

with an attempt to seize the bridge at Fallersleben., prossﬁngs over the ifeser -
#lbe snd aller Canals were.considered critical and the CG did not wish to commit
Lhe combat commnd in one Jdirection until he could bde assured cf passage over
these canals., Lt Zol Burton was restrained from moving more than C Cos except

on order,




Operations on the 1lth began at first shooting light. The force
directed on Fallersleben received long range heavy caliber artillery fire and
AT fire that vicinity about 0930 but by about 1030 had seized the bridge there
intact. ; Our Rcn reported numerous small jroups of the eneny to the nortn and
~t 1000 reported that CCA could not move through Gifhorn without interfering
with CCR. A squadron of fighter bombers worked under control of CCA fram 0930
to 1030, This squadron reconnoitered our proposed route and reported bridges
over both canals intact and roads to the north of Jjeyhausen free of movement.
This squadron did, however, destroy about 20 trucks and half tracks near Vorsfelde.,
At about 1045 the combat command was committed to the route through Fallersleben
and by 1200 the 46th had crossed there, reduced a road block, enguged on enery
tank, crossed the iller Canil, and was at the crossroad just E of lieyhausen. -Qur
Ren moving E from Gifhorn engaged an enemy force at 1000 Viec Dannenbuttel. This
force was neutralized or destroyed with the aid of the artillery of CCR.

Thereafter progress was rapid and the command reached Bismark at 2050
that night having advanced an airline distance of 80 Km during the day. During this
advance no organized enemy force willing to fight for long was ehcountered, but
amall groups of Volksstrum, Luftwaffe, and h#stily organized stragglers ﬁere
encountered in almost every village. Over 400 prisoners were taken not counting
500 in a hospital in Klotze. A number of tanks and assault guns were obse;ved
moving in and around Parsau but they had disappeared when the.héth entered the
town. Although the weather was clear the entire day no air support was received
after 1300 and many enemy vehicles and tanks escaped wh;ch might have'otherwise

been destroyed. However, so long as the enemy avoided us we were content, at

this time, to let him escape.

1 C Cos took a wrong turn in Fallersleben and went almost ‘ors
t 'Y .
2 This Sq also checked for Arty reported to be firing from ﬁeiorse

not locate it but the fire did cease while the iianes were ig ¥§§§GAr;Z?ey coutj
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. The chief and immediate concern of the CG on the afternoon of the 1llth
was to get enough gas to continue to the Elbe. At this time, however, General
Regnief had not projected his operations beyond Bismark. At 1700 five truckloads
of gas arrived permitting the command to push on to Bismark with enough gas
remaining for a short fight should such be necessary.

The 34th remained behind to guard the bridges and critical road Junctions
on our route of march. 3y 1540 it becanme apparent that our Ren could not advance
~Ath sufficient speed aguinst the lizht, discontinuéus resistance we were meeting:
4b this time the 46th passed through the Ren, and A/85 was given the mission of
mwintaining contact .ith two platoons between the tail of the advancing column and
the 34th. Tequest was made to Div for immediate relief of the BAth'and for gas.
our gas trucks h«d been sent back, 5 on the ni ht of the 9th and 14 on the nizht
of the 10th. The 100 mile trip tc the dump at ‘Jarendorf and an unusual large
awber of flat tires prevented their early return. The CG, 5th AD visited the
command at 1700, was highly elated at the rapldity with which we were moving, and
assured Gen negnier thot he would do everyihing possible to expedite the relief
of the 3L4tL. 'nd 4> get zas to us. He also promised the attachment of an adiitional
Ren troop,

3y about 2200 the comiwnd vas closed with the L4th in Bismark, the CP
and arty Vic roritz, A Cos in Calbe, (C Cos in Bismark); A/85 (=) had gone back
“o Klotze to nmuintain communication with the 34th and sulde the expected
additional Ren treup to use CCR, operating on our left, was 25 miles to the rear,
and our latest report placed the 2nd armd Div between Braunswelg and liagdebur: -
£0 miles tc ocur south., The 34th was strang out alon~ our route of advince from
adenbutte to Tidlische, Dur'n_ tle richt an od.itiona) 14 trucklonds of Ias were

recelved wid B,/35 arrived ot 2400.  Plans Zor the 1254 were for the 46th to nove




from Bismark st OT45 to by-pass Stendal to the 8 and seize the bridge at Tanger-
mnde outside our assigned sone,j The order of mirch was L6th with C Cos, 71 FA,
Hq CCA with CC troops, 557 FA Bn with Plat A/628 attached, A Cos, 47 FA, Div Arty
(which had tollwod us on the 1llth with the medium 557th FA Bn to support our
operation), 34th with B Cos, Ren, and Ths, '

]gain our advance was rapid with only scattered resistance and Tanger-
mnde was reached at noon. At about 0800 3i4th was relieved by elements of CCB,
assembled at Tiddische, and moved to rejoin the remainder of the cemmand. The .
3kth teok over 300 prisoners during the night. |

D. Tangermunde,

(1) Attack on Tangermunde.

In Tangermunde C Cos penetrated 4 blocks with no resistance when, upon
signal by the sirens of the town, the enemy opened up from the buildings vith
very heavy small arms and bazook# fire. Two tanks and a TD were knocked out. Our
infantry dismounted and began clearing the buildings one by one. Tangermunde was
found to be defended by 3 or L battle groups totaling 600-800 men employing a
great number of panzerfausts. In addition they were supported by fire of AA guns
across the river. One of these battle groups came from ocs Brandenburg and had
1 There was no risk Involved in going outside our zone for 1t was known that there

were no friendly elements on our right closer then 32-40 miles. There was the
possibility of selzing intact one or both of the bxidges at Tangermunde, Failing
in this the enemy would be forced to blow them. It was the experience of the

CG that the Germans would fight long and stubbornly to protect a bridge, but

that their defence would usually collapse after the tridge was blown. To seize
the bridges would serve best the tactical ends of Linth Army, and to force

their destruction, which is what happened, would greatly lessen the resistance
in CCA's zone. The surrender at Stendal is to be attributed to the bridges at
Tangernunde having been blown. The decision to go to Tangermunde was made by
General Regnier without instructions from Division.
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been personally briefed by Hitler to penetrate to our rear areas and harass our

supply lines., The bulk of the enemy was disposed within the city and fouzht
stubbornly. CQue group of 7 out 127, hovever, was dug in on some high greund on
the edge of thc town and commanded the western approach. This force,.despite
its excellent position, did not fight and, after the fight was joined within the
town, surrendered to Hq 46th,

.The three irty Bns and the assault guns went into position near the
CP 3-4 Km W of the town and fired in support. Time fire was put continuously
on the bridge to deter the enemy from blowing it. A Cos moved up and attacked
the town from the 7 emp;oying two infantry platoons supported by tanks. This
force mace rapid progress and reached the center of the tovn where two German
of7icers were cuptured who stated that the coumander wished to surrender the
town. The bridge was blown at approximately the same time. All firing ceased
and arrangements were made for the garrison to surrender at 1745. After this
time, however, a force of approximately 20-30 SS continued sniper activity and
could not be persuaded to surrender. This force was in about three buildings
near the western edge of the town holding several hundred American Ps and could
not be attacked for fear of killing our own people. Arrangements were made for
the release of our P.s and the evacuation of civilians by 2230 and for the
cessation of hostilities until 2300,

During the afternoon B/85 threw out a screen some 10 Km to our S and
took the towns of Tangerhutte and Grieben but contacted no friendly units. Bnemy
aircraft wére overhead at very low altitude throughout thé afternoon. 7Twelve to
fourteen planes were sighted and six were shot down. There is no confirmation
that any of these planes attacked us but they proved a constant source of danger

A

as we could obtain no air support for ourselves.
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(2) Railroad Bridge N of Tangei'mn&o.

By about 1800 the 34th had reached Grobleben outside of Tangermunde.
At this time they were ordered to seize the D2 hridzce over the Elbe N of Tanger-
munde. B Cos moved rapidly by the route Ostheeren-Yiltern-Langensalzwedel-
Staffelde-RJ 878528. First resistance was met about 1 Km B of Staffelde. From
this point to the bridge and in Hamerten the 1 Co, 467 Ersatz Bn, about 120 men,
was well dug in and ‘employed a large volume of small arms together with 20-mm
fire to defend the bridge. At the RJ tanks deployed behind the.N-s road on each
side of the railroad and the infantry dismounted. Infantry moved in to take the
bridge covered by the fire of the deployed tanks and by air burst Arty on the
bridge itself. When leading elements had approached within about 60 yards of
the bridge it was blown. The infantry was immediately recalled and the 34th dr.ew
back to Staffelde and Langzensalzwecal. i’ne force defending the bridge was
completely destroyed. An estimated 110 were killed and 24 were taken prisoher..

That night, after 2300, our artillery fired into Tangermunde and at
the E bank of the Elbe to prevent the OCS force from escaping. By 2300 the formal
surrender of Stendal had been received. This surrender was accepted but not
relied on. |

E. Operations 13-16 April. _ .

(1) Arneburg.
~ Operations planned for the 13th were for the 34th, initially in

reserve at the B edge of Stendal, to a.dvance N in a 6 Km zone from stendal to
the River with mission of cleming out resistance in this mone and stopping ferry
traffic on the river as far N as CCB boundary at Alteagzaun. L6th was to advance
in a somewhat wider gzone including the town of Stendal to clear resistance N to

CCBs boundary. C Cos were to came under GC control in Stendal; L7th was to move
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behind of and in support of the 34th; Tlst was to move behind of and im support
of the 46th. |

The command moved i s planned on the morning of the 13th. Ren
screencd to the 3 below the main road into Tangerhutte. L6th and 34th went into
Stendal disposed to fight, but the town had actually surrendered and A; resistance
was met. C Cos remained in the town under CC control and the L46th with A Cos
and the 34th with B Cos continued their movement N in their as;ignod zones.,

The 46th moved without incident and reached Mollendorf where they spent the night.
In their advance they overran considerable enemy supplies and a large operational
airfield located at Borstel.

On t'e ri_ht progress was stover. The 34th moved from Stendal to clear
the large forest to the IZ. Infiantry dismounted and moved through the woods,‘
took 16 prisoners, and reached Arniﬁ at 1500, Here B Cos split into three forcés
of a married platoon each. One moved to Hasel; one moved to Wischer; and the
third moved by way of Staffelde to Storkau and then N on the river road toward
Arneburg. No resistence was met until about 1700 when the right platooﬁ, about
1 Km S of Arnebury, received bazooka, Arty, and 20-mm fire and lost one tank. At
thie same time the center pl:ztoon, then in Vic of 8740 received small arms fire
Troa the ed_e of [omebar~ ond LT fire fron Tic of 875615. The AT fire, later
Ciscovered to huve been from four 150-mm RR flak guns, was silenced by our Arty.
“he two flank platoons assembled on the center platoon in preparation for an
assault on the towm. Ilortars, assault guns, und tanks, deployed over a wide front,
tooit the town under fire.

During & mouentary lull in the shelling a white flag was hoisted at the
edge of the town and the order to cease fire was given. At this time a German aid

man with «bout 40 men cume out of the town and stated that the resainder of the
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| gmimwu!ﬂ , fe was sent back into the
tomn with :lniﬁmdtiona that all who would surrender must give themselves up in
30 minutes, at 1800. At 1830 he returned with about 40 *'nore‘ prisoners and
stated that he had not had time to contact the entire garrison. Because of
the late hour it was deemed inadviseable to wait longer and B Cos attacked the
town at 1845 with instructions to withdraw rather than become heavily engaged.
This attack was mounted with two dismounted platoons abngast covered by the fire
of tanks, mox"tars,' and assault guns, The attack was met by heavy machine gun,
amall arms and bazooka fire and by light artillery fire. As the tanks and
infantry advanced they were strafed by 15 enemy planes.. These planes remained
overhead toz; ‘thirty minutes but caused no casualties and lost two planes to our
AA fire. The leading platoons had penetrated without less into the middle of
towmn when the decision was made to withdraw. The 34th reassembled in the woods
near Wischer and throughout the night fired on Arneburg with tanks and with Arty
_ of the 47th. During the afternoon A/85, replacing B/85, moved the Rcn screen N
" to a positicn Cenerally from Staffelde along the RR to the river. At 1645 one
Ren section was pinned down near the RR bridge but was finzlly able to withdraw.

On the l4th the 46th, having completed its mission to the N, moved ¥

in two Clms and by 1730 had contacted Elms of the 102nd Inf along line Deetz-

' Kladen. L6th assembled for the night at Schernickau. C Cos remained under cc
control in Stendal and were quite busy guarding the many supply installations
therein and in controlling the great number of displaced persons, |

At dawn on the 1l4th the 34th moved to within 1000 yards of Arneburg

and, after a 15 minute mortar and artillery preparaticm,) launched a coordinated

1 Some difficulty was experienced on the l4th in insuring the 34th adequate
Arty support. For further infomation on this see Section III of "COLLENTS!.
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attack at 0830 with the infantry dismounted supported by the tanks., Resistance
was light and the tovn was completely cleared by 1140. An additional 52 prisoners
were taken in the towm ancd the eneny's materiel losses amounted to 4 150-mm RR
flak guns, 4 20-mm flak guns, 1 military headquarters train, 1 immo dump, and

10 US 2-1/2 ton trucks. Our losses were 1 KIA, 1 SWA, and 8 LifA for the entire
operation at-arneburz.

After cleerin: arneburZ the 24th moved i on? b7 1450 reached the ferry :
s’te opposite schorfeld thereby completin: their assigned mission. 34th then
assenbled for the nijht at Schwechen prepared to move ¥/ on the 15th.

During the day our Rcn observed enemy activity at the W end of -'the RR
bridge and at about 2200 outposts in Staffelds were attacked by infantry and ;
direct mortar fire and withdrew to I edge of Stendal abandoning 2 peeps and an |
armored car in Staffelde. Our Rcn at Arneburg was undisturbed and patrolled as
far north as Dalchau during the night. The enemy force near the RR bridge was

[

estimated as 300 infantry, and the 34th was ordered to move early on the 15th to
reduce this bridgehead. An outpost line was reestablished at 8354 at 0100 and
reported no contact throughout the remainder of the night.

(2) Operations 15-16 April.
On the 15th the L6th moved to Stendal closing at 0955, The 34th moved

at 0800 to the north edge of the forest E of Stendal. The 3 infantry platoons

of B Cos dismounted and moved abreast through the woo_ds meeting no resistance
until staffelde. iere 1 85 was killed and 2 taken prisoner. The 2 ‘peeps and the
1~8 abandoned by /85 were reco;rered. One platoon dismounted went to the RR
bridge and found no enemy there. Two platoons mounted moved to the edge of
Storkau unopposed except for 20-mm and heavy caliber Ari;y fire from across the

river, This fire landed in the town and not on our forces. It was heped that the
2 - ‘




150 American PWs known to be in Storkau could be evacuated but the 34th withdrew
without so doing rather than draw more .fire on the ton. B Cos reassembled at
1800 at Staffelde, left one married platoon, the AT platéon, and the mortars of
the 34th and the 46th to hold Staffelde. The remainder of the 34th moved back
to Stendal. During the night the outpost received heavy mortar and artillery |
fire but suffered no casualties,

On the afternoon of the 16th CC4, with 47 FA attached for movement,
moved some 50 Km west to an area along the Weser-Elbe Canal around Calvorde.
All Elms, except for Tnhs which remained in Stendal, closed at 2315. The purpose
of this move, as contained in Letter of Instructions, Hq 5th Armd Div, dated
161300, was to occupy an assigned area and provide security and military gmm—
ment theroin. CCA was ordered to maintain one Md Co for employment on two hours
notices The assigned zone, its division to Elms of CCA, and disposition of troops
of the command are shown by overlay in the S-3 Supplement.

F. BRear Area Security.

(1) calvorde.

Barly on the 17th A/85 moved N in its zone with mission of lecating
and reporting the enemy, locating friendly troops, and distributing MG notices.
| At 12&0 this area was reported clear to our N bounday. 3hth and 46th then sta.rtsd
Ren te our 8 bcundary with aissien of 1ocatin¢ and reducing any resistance. Ui6th -
was denied the use of A 000 and thil force remained in ruom.

(2) EKnessbeck, ‘
At 11.35 the 34th was halted and ordered te rouunblo. Acting on new

: ordou frea naw, CCA less th. L6th, s, and Medics, but with entire TD Co, moved
by way of OQbufo_ldo » Vorlfelde ) Woyhausen, Gifhorn, Hankensbutel to Knesebeck.
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The 46th remained Vic Calvorde and continued their missim.' RCT 407 with one
Bn 335 Inf attached, was attached to CCA and CCA given the missim of clearirg
the large Forst Knesebeck while CCB blocked escape routes to the NE from
Wittengen to Brome. Tae plan of operation was for RCT 407 to attack at 180700
with 1 Bn E and NE from Vorhop and two Bns N from Vic OL41 to clear the woods
while CTA blocked escape routes to the N/ from Vorhop to Wittengen. CCA was in
position shortly after dawn; the infantry j@nped off as planned and by 0900
had reachied “holr objectives cn the far side of the forest. The estimated enemy
force of 3 tanks, 20 half tracks, 12 assault guns, and 500-600 men was not
encountered. (CA reported mission accomplished at 1250 and moved at 1400 to an
assenbly area Vic Brome. The CP went to Steimke, 34th to Kunrau and Ren to
Hendischbfome. The command closed at 1755,

(3) steinake.

At about 2300 CCB becume engaged at Lindhof with elements of the Van
Cluusewitz Division ond & portion of this force infiltrated SE through the large
forest to our i durin, the eurly mornin,. Trom reports this force appeared to
hove besn as many ts 30 vehicles including tanks, SP guns and half tracks, and
an undetermined nuuber of troops and to have taken the route Lundelsen, CR 1952,
Neuferchau, Kusey, ‘Jenze, and thence into the large “orest S of Klotze. The
L6th and Tns moved at 0730 to rejoin the command;their I and R platoon preceding
as a billetin, detail ﬁas coptured at 0950 in Kobbelitz. B Cos were moved to
Ieuferchau and our Zca screen to the N and E wus strengthened. The day, however,
passed ~.ithout Zurther Zncident. The L6th moved into Jahrstedt at 1200 zand a
Cos, puouling fu contrll oF *ie 3 fh, replaced 3 as +he alert Cos in Neuferchau.

b LL00 wierning orders were issued for an at*ack ¥ to the Zlbe River

-

on the 20th. 4t 1830 the CG, 5th Armd Div arrived at our CP, postponed the Atk

il ”




2i, heurs, and ordered CCA to send one married cempny to Eleck the line
utt&mn-nmkmbuttd.' A Cos moved immediately to tdm up this position.
During the night they had no contact, but our Ren dostroybd a Ik IV tank with
mines and toek 4 prisoners at Alferchau at 0310. '

G. Second Attack to the Elbe.

(1) General background and plan of operation.

As carly as the 15th of April the enemy bocamo active in our rear
areas employing armored elements. On the 1l6th this activity continued and the
Von Clausewits Div and the 39 PE Corps were identified opposite the British
Vic Uslzen. It was also established that this force had crossed the Elbe at
Domitz with mission of moving 8 across the rear of XITI snd XIX Corps to the
Harz Mts. On the 17th a complete picture ;} the Von Clausewitz D}v; its
composition and intentions, was obtaineds On the 18th the trap was set below
Wittengen. This was the operation in which CCA participated with the CP at
Knesebecks On th; 19th CCB became engaged and, using air and artillery,
destroyed about 2/3 of the Von Clausewitz Division. The 47 FA captured the
division staff and tﬁ; composition of the 39 Pz Corps was determined as 4000-
5000 men with 25-30 Mark V tanks, the entire force completely motorized and
composed essentially of the 84th Inf and the Von Clausewitz Divisicns. There
was little acti&ity in XIII Corps on the 20th but on the 21st a portion of the
Von Clausewltz Div appeared in_rear of XIX Corps having cut entirely across
XIII Corps. Thuls force was destroyed by the 2nd armcred Division. Cn the 2lst
and 22nd, XIII Cor;s attacked to clear the area rpughly defined by the Elbe on
the N and E, the 10 vertical grid line on the W, and the 80 horizontal on the S.

The 5th Armd Div attaciied on the left and 84th Inf Div c¢n the riht. The British




80 aggressively. ‘Their action was essentially rearguard employing mines, AT and '

&dvanced E and made contact with the 5th‘nrmd Jiv N of Gohrde Forest on the
alternoon of the 22nd, The Us 29th Inf Div advanced E znd on the 22nd swung
N in rear of the 5th .rmd Div and on the'éhth relieved the 5th arad Div on the
river,
(2) The operation.
. &he plan,

The order Tor *he operciion is contiined In Letter of Instructions,
dc 5th irmd Div, duted 201800B and included in the attached S-3 Supplement. (CaA
and CCR were to attack at 210700B in zones as shown, CCR to make the main effort
on the right. This order was later modified to exclude any mention of a ;ain
effort. Objectives were chosen designed to cut the main roads leading t§ the
Elbe Re CCA had the mission of seizing 6 assigned objectives, protecting the
left flank of GCR und outposting the river line in assigned zone. The L7 FA was
assigned in direct support of CC4 anc the 557 FA and the 202 F4 Gp in general
support of the two attacking combat commands. The Arty plan was‘for the 557 ra
Bn to support CcA primarily and 202 FA Gp to support CCR.

b. The enemy.

From about 0100 to about 0700 on the 2lst our farces holding the
L/D were attacked by what appears to have been two battle groups of 100-200 men,
each with 9-12 Mk V tanks and/or assault guns. This force succeeded in taking
Wistedt, but thereafter, particularly the tanks, appeared to have moved to the
E into the woods beyond Bombeck, This force was identified as from.l, 2, 6 and
12 Cos, Pz Gr Regt Feldhernhalle under control of Von Clausewitz Div. These
troops fought well and aggressively., From Grabenstedt N to about ObJ 5 only
Elms of 84th Inf Div were encountered., These Elms fought more cleverly but not




nebelwerfer fire. On the 22nd and 23rd the 84th, exéept for one Arty and twe
nebelwerfer units, had disappeared from.our front. COn these two duys we .ere
opposed by three CT's under CT Hohmaﬂn and by CT Linde, all covering the witlh-
drawal across the Elbe. The prisoner score was 159 on the 20th, 255 on the 21st,
325 on the 22nd, and 766 on the 23rd.

¢. Factors affecting the operation.

The terrain in this operation favored the enemy. The general

character of our zone was flat, but there were numerous small hills - terminal
moraines - which were forested but afforded the enemy the advantage of observa-

tion. There was a relatively high, forested ridge line along our west boundary.

Drainage was from this ridge line E to the Jeetze River which ran N in CCR's zone.
Streams in our sone N of Bergen were small and infrequent and could not be |
classed as obstacles. Fram L/D to Bergen, however, there were 2-3 unfordable
streams, There were numerous large forests predominantly on our left, but we were
able to advance up a corridor between wooded areas to Obj 5. Thereafter it was
necessary to pass through several large forests to roach\the river. FPFive main
- roads croaood our zone from W to E, but only one main road was availablé for
movement N and this one only to Klenze. N of this point only uécondary roads and
trails were available. - | ' .
k “ _ ~ The weather on the 21st and 22nd was bad but favored us. Visibility -
| was poor and tho _eneay was unablo to make effective use of the nnny good
* observation points, In-additicn the growsd was wet and our Clms redsed. no. dust
cloubonmotonrappruoh. _ 7 ‘ 4
ds The llﬁiln» g : li'? ¢f¥*5-5”*fki:*i . .
Ben and 3hth (uthncumduun attmu)mdn at 1300
‘l the 20th '1‘.'1"'10ﬂ of 01"'138 the weeds I of Rehrberg and seizing a line of
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depaft:re Jor our ettack on the 2lst. This operation progressed rapidly with
~ittle or no enemy contact anc by 1800 a suitable line of departure had been
secured. By 2100 the entire command was in position for the attack on the 2ls*.
The CP was at Bierstedt, the L6th with ¢ Cos wis in Rohrbers, . Cos5 Mad closed

ot stocilieln acd

o-sie te contrel of *he LOthy 47 T4, now in Cirect sugport,
et in pusition Vic wwdenberg; CP of the_BAth was at Wallstawe, and the line
of departure was being held by A/25 and by B Cos. Dispositions on tre line of
ceparture was being held by A/35 and by B Cos. Dispositions on the line of
departure were: B Cos had 2nd platoons married in ‘Vistedt, 3d platoons married
in Langenapel, lst platoons married at J 1000 Yds  of iiersdorf, CP and AT
platoon at .ilersdorf together with one Plat of D/34; the 7D and Engr platoons
ctteched 1o 34th were ot Jalistawe; 4,/85 had a Ren section just S of Bombeck,
¢ section .ith one wssawlit Jun ot &istedt, CP at Linzenzpel, 'nd o szection =zt
o hre.

L300 cuwr Doroes fi Lun_encpel ol Jistedt beouan reporting
vellcules movenent to thelr frunt. 4t 0230 these forces vere attacked by
enewy infantry, bicycle troops, and taniks or SPs. At 0250 Hen in §istedt with-
¢rew in*o QCi's sector tc the E. They were followed by enemy tanks. By 0500
eneny had infiltrated \J of "/istedt across the small stmam ana was closing in on
three sides. The 2nd Plats of 3 Cos withdrew to Lanrenapel and the fighting a

severe engagetient to do so. Two platoons were able to hold the position there.

at dawn the enemy was in possession of istedt. During this fight our arty wes

Y

th bre ine uz ooae sttoeln, Indtisllr

e

vsed i o5acll muantliiics ~acd i nreliteld
Loed Ll Slddeda TUwnlliivics o045 tTirelliied

'

coeneliass ere relored thiou h 5 redios to the Arty their being no FO with B Cos

cr the 34the 47 Ta 1o Lo be censured fer its inabilit to control their fires

Zuring this criticed engagecent hien 5 Bns of Arty could have fired Ifor us.
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The 46th moved at 0530 and reached the L/D with A Cos at 0630
having taken the route Mehmke, Poékensen, Ellenbefg. C Cos moved through the
large forest NE of lshmke. A Cos deployed N of Langenapel and launched a [ull
scale ;ssault on the town of Henningen., This tcun was % ’ten by 09320;. 3efore
this, two platoons of B Cecs were sent to reﬁake Wistedts. This was quickly done
againsf light resistance. In the town 171 prisoners were taken and 24 trucks,
10 trailers, 2 half tracks, 6 scout cars, 1 20-mm gun, and 2 75-mm SP assault

guns were destroyed.

3
After taking Henningen the 4L6th advanced rapidly. A mined road

block was reduced at Grabenstedt and Bergen, Obj 4, was reached at 1130. During
this advance a serious threat developed on our right. A number of tanks were
vsighted in Andorf, one of which was engaged but escaped. Trom reports cf 3C
there seened Lo be as m-ny as 30C inf.ntry, ¢-12 *ten''s, -nd perhaps 50 vehicles
in the woods alon; our easteri boundry. The plat;on of TDs with Hgq CCA blocked
toward Andorf until C Cos had moved up to Hdenningen. The 34th was given the
mission of getting behind the tanks in Andorf. They moved by way of Wistedt to
Osterwohl and sent one platoog to Bombeck and return. 34th then moved to aAndorf

1 At Langenapel Capt DeVault, commanding 4A/L6, leamed of the large enemy force
which had been angaged in that Vic before dawn. He stated that he would like
to stage « full scale attack on the town of Henningen .i* hcut furiher “cn.
Generwe. Telnder wind Lt Col Burton, uwic vere there -t *he llie, ere I the
opinion that lle.ningen could be cuickly tiken . Zthout zuch an attack but
permitted Captain DeVault to go ahead as he liked. A Cos deployed very quickly
on about a 1200-1500 yard front and assaulted Henningen with tank fire and
Arty fire. )

5 It was necessary to retake 'istedt to restore the L/D before 46th could jump
off. B Cos were ordered to make this attack immediately in order to restore
their offensive spirit.

3 The rapid success of this operation in retaking the town from so large an
enemy .orce was due tc the great volumn of fire employed as the platoons
closed Ine aAs to the materiel claims it is not im:vin fus® e much wis

destroyed curing th: ui ht heliure the 2¢ Zlnt
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and sent a platoon to Rockerthin anc bac:. K of Andorf they halted to resupply
and then moved through Hestedt, remov;i .~ minelleld, ond reloined the :nin
column at Sruhensiell ot ibout 1500, Lo zortect was made i th eneny tanks,

durinz the advance to Bergen the 557 :nd 47 FA fired on suspected
ard observed enemy locatipbns with particuler "tteﬁ*_on to Anderf, the woods It
and E thereof, and to the woods N of Spithal. A larze number of prisoners were
taken but there was no effective resistance. In Bergen the L5th came under
mortar and AT fire and the infantry of A Co was dismounted to deal with it. ;y
nightfall A Cos was on Cbj 5 at Gaddau; 46th CP with C Cos and the CP JCA were
in Klenze; the 34th and Ths were in Bergen; 47 FA was at 175889, and 557 FA was
at 187864« During the <da; our Ren meintained contact - ith 30X on the »oht and
screened to our left. At 1045 on the 22nd our Ren reported contact i.ith =27 115
of the 29th Inf Div to our left rear,

On the 22nd the resistance wad lighter than on the previous day.
The L6th moved at 0800 witth Cos by the route Gaddau-¥addau-Sallahn-Fussau~
Pudfipp—CR 133059-CR 133078-Metzingen-Tollendorf-Harlingen. Hq CCA with ce
troops and 557 FA followed the 46th. ObJ 6 was reached at 1230; Cbj 7 was
reached at 1420 and contact made with the British; and CbJ 3 was reached 1830.
At 0900 A Cos received a heavy, accurate concentration of nebelverfer fire ;t
1894 and suffered some casualiies. Thereafter resistance w;s discontinuous
and chiefly from small arms to Vic of Sallahn where nebelwerfer battery was
destroyed after & short firelight. ObJ 6 was entered without opposition and
the L6th was soon at Obj 7. Here the British pointed out an AT gun. Infantry
of A Gonpany dismounted, forced the gun out of position and continued without
resistance through Tollendorf and Harlingen. Obj 3 was taken at 1830.

-2 - .
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C Cos teok the route Prieseeek~Gaddau-Zarenthien-Middefeitz-
Gulden~-Zernien-Riobau-Gorde-fietzetze~Sammatz, Contact was made with the
British at Zernien at lAAB.. Wietzetze'was reached at 1750 and Obj 8 at 1830,
This force reduced a mined road block at Dommatzen. There was no resistance
thereafter but considerable interference fram British traffic. The enemy in
Sammatz surrendered and Obj 8 was taken without opposition. At 1800 our left
boundary was changed to give Obj 8 to the British who were going to.attack
Sammetz immediately. hen this was learned messages were dispatched immediately
to the British by means of their liaison officer who had jolned us at aboét
1430 and to division to the eflect that our forces were entering Obj éq The
British did not attack and there was no conflict with our forces.l

The 34th, the h7£h FA, and s followed A Cos to Obj 6 thence to
Zernien as the road N of Obj 6 was rapidly tearing up. From Zernien they
followed C Cos to Gohrde and thence E to their positions for the night of
22-23 April. The 34th took prisoners but had no enemy action. During the day
A/85 maintained contact on the left and the right, | ‘

Dispositions for the night 22-23 April were: The CP CCA and CP
L5th in Tollendorf, A Cos at 1810 with one platoon on the main road at 184120,
C Cos at ifietzetze, 34th at Metzingen, and 47 FA W of Tolleddorf. At about
2200 the platoon of A Cos at 184120 knocked out two tanks. A patrol fram C Cos
moving down the main road to establish contact with A Cos took a number of
prisoners but was prevented by enemy action froam making this contact. In order
to c&mplete our assizned mission the 46th was ardered for the 23rd to seize
suitagle OPs on the river line for the Rcn to outpoaé. Orders were also issued

for 4, B and C Cos to establish contact between each other so as to insure that

t dnet waz o
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On the 23rd A Cos'attackéd the townlbf Hiti#ckeri;nd seized the
high gfound to the N where the Ren set up an OP. Hltzack@r was deferided by
about a company of infantry dug in on the western edge, & roadblock, a fl;k gon,
a Mark V tenk and pangerfausts. .Infantry attacked the tow dismounted cevered
by the fire of TDs and tanks. As'they moved *n they :ocoiVld fire frOI machine
guns and the panther tank. The machine gun was neutralized by tank fire and
the enemy tank was knocked out by three direct hits frem our tanks. ﬁy about
1330 the town was cleared and the high gr§und to the N secured. A tot;l of
230 prisoners wére teken in the town.

On the north C Cos sent patrols down to the‘river line at
several points. The 34th took over LOO prisoners in the Dannenburg forest and
at Schmardau their I and R platoon received the surrender of an entife company
with officer. At the oil dump, on the river E of Msudelfitg, Captgin Scott,
cqmmanding 4/85, obtained the surrender of another company of 170 men with
officers. A total of 766 prisoners were taken on this date. One maintenance
unit surrendered with its transportation and a large stock of tires and tubés.
Part of this unit had crossed the Elbe when they heard that they were going to
defend Beriin. The company reasseunbled on the 77 side anc¢ surrendered. OQur Recn
outposted *he river line and our Arty fired on enemy movements on the far side,

On the 24th RCT 115 relieved CCA on the river and on the 2hth the
commnand moved to occupy an area E, 7 and S of Fallersleben. The CP went to
lartinsbutel. This zone and the disposition of treops therein is shown by
overlay in the 5-3 Supplement, On the 29th the CP moved to Hesslingen. During
the period 26-30 4ipril the command was engaged in security and military

government activities in the assigned zone.
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Section I = Persennel Matters.

No comments.

Section IT = ‘Intcllipnco.

M porunnol and materiel losses.
During ‘th. month of April CCA teok 667k prisoners and an additienal 3128

"in hospitals. Additienal persoansl losses were estimated as 429 killed and
175 wounded, Pi'iaanru, with dates taken and 1donffifi¢at’ions » were as follows:

Pate
April 1
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13«15
16

17

8% &
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193

Huzber

n
652
20
13
33
69
2

400 ¢
724

1812--
10

15

159

255
325
766

166
52

Identificatian
Stragglers and deserters.
361 Pz Gr Regt; 348 Trng Bn.
Misc Air Force and Adm personnel.
Same as for 5th,
Stragglers and deserters.
Stragglers and deserters.
Stragglers and deserters. .
CT Prike, Misc flak units and stragglers.

See message file,
Misc AA, service, and Luftwaffe units,

Alarm Bn Gahrke, CT Mahr, CT Irappe, OCS personnel,
Jaeger Commando unit, 1 Co 467 Ersatz Ba.

Misc Repl, Engr, Air Force, Adm, and depot personnel.
Same as above,
Stragglers.

Stragglers.
Feldhernhalle Regt, Von Clausewitz Div (3).

Blms Von Clausewitz Div principally from Ren Bn
Strahlsdorf, CT Putlos, Ren Plat Clausewitz, CT
Benningsen, CT Grabow, Pz Ren Bn Elbe, Div Staff
Von Clausewitz Div.

Elns Von Clausewitz Div (1, 2, 6, 12 Pz Gren Regt
Feldhernhalle) and Elms 84th Inf Div.

Bear guard Elms 84th Inf Div (Nebelwerfer and arty
units and CT Linde.) .

-CT Linde and 3 CT*s cohtrolled by CT Hohmann covering _

withdrawal across the Elbe.

Stragglers, .
Stragglers, 3 LF




,,,,,

The eneny's materiel losses during and immediately following action were

estimated as follows:

Tanks or SP Assault Guns - 9 Other Armd Veh. - L6
Guns, 75-mm or larger - 5 A/C in flight - 9
GePe or E/D vehicles - 119 A/C captured - 150

Trains - 7 locomotives and an estimated LOO cars.

In addition to the above CCA is to be credited with the capture of a great
store of military materiel in our zone of operation but which was never
accurately counted. Of particular importance is the towm of lerford with

its military barracks, the military depots ihere, and the RR yards; the town
of Stendal with its RR yards, numerous supply installations, its military
hospitals, and the large operational airfield to the N; the marshalling yards
at Fallersleben, and the large underground POL dump on the Elbe River N of
Hitzacker.

Section III - Operations.

On three occasions during the month division made decisions and issued
orders of conslderable importance to the conduct of our operations: fhese
decisions were made and the orders issued without consulting CCA ana without
sufficient knowledge on which to base the decisions. On the night of 13th of
April CCA requested that the 557th Fi, then S of Stendal, move to a position
to fire on Arneburg. The CG was advised that thgy would bé in position to fire
in the morning in time to support the intended attack of the 34th on the town,
Instead Div Arty and 557th FA, who had supported our operations on the 12th
and 13th, were ordered by division to move to a position far to the K of Stendal.
CCA was not advised of this. The result was that the 557th was not in position
to support the operation against Arneburg until after our troops had assaulted

the town. At 1400 on the 1lith the 47 FA and the 71 FA, assigned in direct S
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support of CCOA, received orders from Div Arfy to move. CCA wes not advised of
this change in supporting units. At the timne the 34th was moving N from Arneburg
to cut the ferr& site opposite Schonfeld, CCA, and certainly not division, did
not lknow at this time how much Arty would be needed “or the 34th to complete its
mission. Fraa 1400 until the completibn of its mission 2t about 1700 the 34th
was without artillery suppoft.

On the 22nd, at 1800, division, in answer to a réquest from the British
commander, sent messages to CCA and to the British agreeing fo & change in
boundary to permit the British to ;ttack immediately f;o teke Sammatz, within
our ObJ 8. Before this Msg could be decoded the L6th was on Obj 8.. As
mentipned previously in the narrative CCa immediately sent this information to
the British by means of their liaison radie and no conflict with them result;ed.
Here again division made an important decision with regard to CCA operations
without consulting CCA and without sufficient knowledg?. The latest reportéd
location fram CCA was received at division 1603B, time dated 1540B, and placed
CCA same 7 Km S of Sammatz., It could have happened, in this situation, that
the 45th and the British would have fought each other with unnecessary casualties
to each side.

Section IV « Supply and Maintenance Matters, o ) .

Mo Coments. ‘
aoction V - Civilian, -

In Mdal and ricinity CGA found a great number of alave laborers in camps. )
ALl natienalities were very enporatin, quickly orzanizod thmolves under their
owmn lndorc, and displayed & remarkable degree of rostnint in their activities.

Alse in and areund Stendal CCA liborated a2 large number of American PW's.,

m- hpuod qu:lt. an wmtion probla. Buring the period 12-16 Apri.l CCcA
R i o ””b’_ .
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liberated and evacuated approximately 1100 auerican Prisoners of ar, lilercted
approximately 3000 Allied Priscners of War, of whem atout 2C0C were evacuated

during the period, and evacuated 2500 German prisoners.

For the Commanding General:

- HENRY P, ELLSELL,
Captain = Cole ’
S=3 Alr.

INCLOSURES ~ 4.
Incl 1 - 83 Journal Y
Incl 2 - S~2 Journal £ et T
Incl 3 - 8~3 Adr Journal — ’ &V'v
Incl 4 - S-3 Journal Supplement
& Map Supplement.
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