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I. FORWARD BY COffANDING GENERAL

On February 6 information was received indicating the likelihood of
the 17th Airborne Division being committed in an operation to force a crosr,
ing of the Rhine about the 1st of Aprilo At the same time, the Division
was notified that it would move by rail and motor to the vicinity of Chalons,
France comencing on February 10th.

At this time the Division was engagod in combat along the Our River
where it was holding a 1mall bridgehead just South of Clerveaux, Luxembourg.
The Base Echelon ccnsi, sting of the Parachute Mainenance Company with all
the Air Force equimer.. of the Divi:ion and a large parb of the Company
property With guards from each unit were still in UK 0

The camp at Chaions wasnot completed. the spring thaws had made the
ground a sea of mud and roads wore practically .npassable in the new camp
areao The Division was fac ed with the problem of housing the Division in
a Casserne and tent area whoro housekoping facilities were either poor or
lacking altogether., The are was cleaned up9 tents pitched, walks and roads
fixed, latrine facilit.es built or improved, stoves: cots and other necessary
equipment drawn and issued p hard standing for motor parks built. The Divis-
ion was given four days to settle in its new area and complete all arrange-
ments for housekeepingo At the end of this allotted time the camp was in

f - splendid condition and the Division ready to start training0

Weather handicapped the movement of the T3ase echelon and supplies which
were still in UoK. However5 500 plane loads finally arrived. The Maintenance
Company cleaned an old warehouse and by the 10th of March was fully set and
operating in the Chalons area0  ,

At this time the stupendousness of the task ahead in preparing for an
Airborne operation on such shcrt notice was apparelt The Division had just
completed the most rigcrous campaign the American Army had ever fought,
casualties had been so heavy that some rifle companies had less than 40 men.
,of their original strength and some wore without officers. The Division was
about 4000 officers and men understrength The loss of key personnel and
specialists had been particularly heavy. Much equipment had been lost or
turned in and the remainder was in need of complete overhaul.

As reinforcements and men returning from the hospital arrived, an
"i-ntezisive training program was undertakena Ranges were secured and fixed up,

'individual training particularly of specialists and key personnel was started

'immediately followed as seen as possible by small unit training0  Large scale '-l
problems and Division CRC s were planned and carried out All individuals
were given familiarization firing,0 crews of crew"'served weapons were picked

• and trained, Parachute exer cises for each parachute regiment were drawn up
and conducted. Two complete Division CPK'x were held. Experimental work in
jumping from .the new Co-AS was necessary when it was announced that one regi-

ment would have to use these airplanes. Gliders were obtained and new men
given glider training.

During this period equipment was drawn to replace losses. A cpmplete
show-down inspection was held for all equipment. All weapons were given a
thorough inspection and overhaul. Motors of the entire Division were inspect-
ed and overhauled in the unbelievably short time of 15 days. Combat loads of
ammunition weighing more than 400 tons were hauled and distributed.

In the midst of this strenuous. preparation it was decided to completelr
reorganiae the division under now T/O's. This involved the deactivation of one
regiment and the consolidation of the personnel of two regiments into one. It
also necessitated the wit.hdrawal and reassiznment of a large part of the indi-
vidual and organizational equipment and the reassignment and retraining of
individuals. A new Parahvte Field Artillery B.. ttalion was assigned to the
division and arrived only 10 days prior to Df-Day 0 This battalion had to be
given additional equipment and instructions to incorporate it into the division
artillcry teem.



During this entire period, planning for the operation had to be

done concurrently. The planning, involving as it did, coordination with

the Troop Carrier, Airforce(both American and British) Ground Forces,

(American and British) and a highly coordinated plai for.-ield, Artillery.

support, required the utmost care and energy on the part of all staffs.

Not the least difficult part of the planning was the movement of the Div-

ision to lM widely dispersed marshalling areas and the movement of the

land tail of approximately 2000 vehicles to a concentration 'arda just west

of the Rhine over roads controlled by the British"

Althogh.the difficulties facing the Division at times seemed to be

insurmountable the untijing work.'on the part of the staffs and all echelons

of command, overcame in ".e short period of about six weeks thb tremendous

problems already enuerated and others too numerous to list. The Division

was completely equip-ed. fJ-ully. trained and moriale was at a peak9  All move-

ments were aoc3ompliohed on time, men were carefully and adequately briefed

and went into the operaon with a feeling of confidence.

The ultimate success of the operation attested the thoroughness of

the preparation and is a slendid commentary on the efficiency, energy,

and devotion to dity of the ,staffs and'commanders downv to the lowest ech-

elon. It was to their credit that operation "VARSITY" was the most success-

ful Airborne operation ever undertaken.

VT, 112 MIEY
Major General, U.S.A.
Comanding

V.
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t7thAbn Div* V~RSITY HQ 17TH- AB1 DIV

* Tnit: ___CG_7t _AnDi APO 452, U. S, .rmy

* Date: 18 -Iareh1945 * 18 March 1945.

Copy No.,2 of 106 Copies.

T?,: C of S, 17th Abn Div.

FO #1.

MAPS: GSGS 4414; ;sheets 4203, 43034 4403, .4204, 4304, 4404, 4205, 54305, 4405;

scale l1 25,000.

1. a. Int Annex #1 dtd 10 Lch 1945 and Change #1 dtd 16 March 1945.

b. (1) 15 Div (Br) a part of XII Corps (Pr) will commence assault crossings

of the RHINTE R in the vic of ZrSEL..atH-Hour, D-Day.

(2) XVIII Corps (Abn) c.onsstin&.of6 Br Ab.Di.van d7 US Abn-t ll

drop in the ", ESEL area at P-Hour, D-Day to assist the assault cross-

ings of 15 Div (Br). ,

Istcomlian o ri B'will cross RHINE Rt N of JSLat H4-4 Yours!

D-l Day and capture "ILESEL.

*(4) NN TH AIR FORCE will accompany the 17 US Abn Div air lift to EESE.

SECOND TAF vll accompany US air lift to DZ's and LZ's and continue

to work in cooperition with 17 US Abn Div.

(5) IX TCC will transport oarachute troops, glider trooos and equiment

of the 17 Abn Div and will effect air resupply to the 17 Abn Div.

2. 17 US ABN DV will drop At P-Hour, D-Day; seize, clear and secure the div

area with nriority to the, high ground just, E of DIERE&FORDT, and the bridges
over the SS IR from (253439) to (235458)(both incl); orotect the right (S)

flk of Corps@ establish contact with 1st Corn ando Brig (Br) TM of :ESEL at

(to be announced) with 15 Div (Br) at (to be announced) and with 6 Br Abn

Divt at (161456), 169462), (211477) and (196467).

Atchd (in land tail):
~605 ID Bn, 3" (towed) (US)

,771 Med Tk Bna (US)
0Co A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) 4.2 mortar (95S)

307 AML AU Sn 3P (US)

~ T 2 692 PA Sn 25 pdr (US) .. '
-9..Ct.

Troeps
194 Gli Inf
681 Gli FABn
Btry E 155 AA Bn
Btry B 155 AA Bra " "
li Pilots 437, 436, 435, 439 Groups

(1) Seize and hold crossings over ISSEL Ri.

(2) Clear regt' 1 nortion of div area<%.

4. (3) Dotind line of ISSEL R ')d ISEL CiTL ith the minim of personnel

(4) Maintain strong reserves to destroy any enemy oenetrations into

regt' i area.

(5) Hold one (1) gli inf bn in res to be corn itted only on div order.

(6) Prevent enemy oenetrations into regt'l sector from SW.
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VARSITY

Hq 17th Abn Div, PO V 452k U. S. Army4 dtd 18. Mxarch 1945, FO #1, cont'd.

(7) Outmost oosition.

(W) Prepare plans for movement to SE.

(9) JUNCTION POINTS:
With 1st Cmdo Brig (Br) - to be anounced.
With 513 CT - (223457)
With 507 CT - (209449)

b. O7CT

Troops
507 Prcht Inf
464 Prcht FA Bn
Btry A 155 AA Bn -

(I) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br).

(2) Clear regt'l portion of div area.

(3) Prevent enemy oenetrations into regt'l area.

(4) Assemble along E edge of woods upon junction with assault units,

(5) JUNCTION POINTS . - _ _
With 194 CT - (209449)
With 513 CT- (RJ (182449) & (196453)

Troops A
513 Prcht Inf
466 5rcht FA Bn
B try C 155 AA Bn
139 Engr Bn.- "I-
G11 Pilots 440, 441, 442, 314 Groups.

(1) 3d Sn 513 Prcht Inf will orevent any enemy crossings of ISSEL R in

regt'l area and occupy OPLR.

. (2) 513 CT (-3d En)
~(a) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br) I

(b) Clear regt'l nortion of div area.

(c) Consolidate in eastern part of sector noon junctiox 'aith
assault units.

(3) 513 CT COTACT ?OIlrTS:
With 194 CT - (223457)
With 4 Abn Div (Br) (161456) and (169462) and (19477) and

(196467)
With 507 CT - RJ (182449) and (196453)

d. l7Abn DivArty' . 
A

Reinforcing: RA 53 (I'0) Div (Br)
81 Field Regt (25 prs)
83 Field Regt (25 prs)
133 Field Regt (25 ors)
One K7edium Regt (5.5 in. guns)

(1) 464 Prcht FA Bn - initially atchd to 507 Prcht Inf. Revert to div
control on div order and then to dir suo of 507 Prcht Inf.
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VARSITY

,Hq 17th Abn Div, APO 452, Ul Si Army, .dtd 18 March 1945, FO #1, cont t d.

-(2) 466 Prcht FA Bn-- initally atchd to 513 Prcht Inf. Revert to div

controi on div order and then' to dir sup of 513 Prcht Inf.

(3) 681 Gli FA Bn - initially atchd to 194 Gli Inf. Revertto div
control on div order and then to dir sup of 194 Gli Inf.

(4) 680 Gli FA Bn - gen sup.

(5) RA 53 (W) Div (Br) gen sup. (133 Field Regt reing fires of 464
Prcht FA Bn; 83 Field Regt reinf fires of 466 Prcht FA Bn; 81 Field
Regt reinf fires of 681 Gli FA Bn,

e. .155 AA Bn "

(1) .Btry B atchd 194 CT after landing.

(2) Btry A atohd 507 CT after land-ing.

(3) Btry C atchd 513 CT after landing.

(4) B- try E atchd 194 CT after landing..

(5) Btrys D and F- in land tail will establish AA orotection for Div CP.

(6) AT Btrys upon landing will go immediaftely to local defense positions

prepnred to repulse local armored atks. After reconnaissance btrys
will be moved to prearranged positions at which, t; ]ae,they become
atchd to CTts.

C. lf Engr Bn

f-

(i) Atchd to 513 CT upon landing for the purposeof clearing L .t and
establishing a defense against a possible breakIthrough from the N.

(2) Be prepardd on release from CT atcment-
(a To assist div i'n crossin~g ISSEL R and/or ISSEL CA5NAL.
(2 To clear roads and aireas of mines and booby traps,..
(c) To keep open MSR. , :: .

1st Commando Brig (Br,

(1) Send Ln 0 to div and 194 CT upon arrival-of gli elms.

(2) Be prepared to extend bridgehead to the E between 194 CT and
LIPPE R.

h. Gli Pilots

(1)

N,

Gli Pilots of Groups 435; 4360" 437, and 439 atchd +ow 194 CT,
Gli piIots of Groups 440, 441, 442 and 314 atchd to 513 CT.
These pilots will be organized and equipped to. assist ,in the-.-degense.

of div area. Senior gli pilot will submit to div through CO of unit
to which-atchd a report on gli landings showirigclandingoasitiori ,f
each gli, injuries and 'supplies left in. gliders-... Senior :gli pilots
LZ "N" and LZ1 "S'! will assist abntrs.invloaingt hemsel.vestonthe
ground. Gli pilots willg-uard gliders to orevent their destruction.
Senior gli pilot LZ "N" and LZ "S" will send liaison Officers to,.
Div CP as soon after landing as possible.

(2) Gli pilots will be evacuated Qn. dlv onIe7, at the -rlest graetical,
moment to a rendezvous point:on .E bank.:of IRHIN.R .. :.: 5.

x. (1) One (1) Pathfinder tea.im qof.oane. (,),;qfficer and nine () enlisted
men each, will be carrid, .in Serials, A-1 and ,A5, to DZ: ".W and
DZ "'X" respectively . . "
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SREPORTS..

A. Narrative.

Planning.
The mission of the Division in "VARSITY", was given to the Division onor about the 1st ol .larch:"To drop during daylight on D-Day; seize, clear and secure the Division-- Area with oriority to the high ground East of DIERSFORDT in the generalarea (181449 - 183443 - 191441), and the-bridges over the ISSEL Riverfrom (253439) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right. (South)flank of the Corps; establish contact with the 1st Commando Brigade;the 12th British Corps and the 6th British Airborne Division. Object- -ives to be held at all costs."

'The plan was based uoon the 507th Combat Team and an echelon of DivisionHeadquarters drooping first in DZ-W followed by the 513th Combat Team drooningin DZ-E with the 194th Combat Team next in order in LZ-S, followed by theSpecial Units and Division Headquarters in LZ-N.

In order to coordinate With the other units involved and higher head-quarters, liaison officers were sent by the Division to the following units: v'let Commando Brigade, 6th British Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Coros,IX Troop Carrier Command.

The division land echelon consisting of 2005 vehicles moved to thevicinity of Issum, Germany, under command of the Assistant Division Commander.This movement was made according to plan and vehicles crossed the Rhine tothe appointed release point.

Movement to the marshalling areas began on the evening of 19 March. Itwas planned to have all troops in the marshalling area two days prior to D,-Day.The movement was made to 12 airfields located in France. The constructionof these areas at the airfields, the movement of troops and the billeting ofthe troops was worthy of note. The Service Forces charged with this missiondid extremely fine and efficient work and should be commended for their partin making this operation a success,

At eabh airfield briefing was conducted according to the SOP of FirstAllied Airborne Army. Joint briefings between pilots and members of the planes,and glider pilots and members of gliders were held. In addition each plane
a, and glider crew was briefed individually with the latest air photos available

and sand tables. This briefing of glider.pilots as well as members of thegliders proved extremely valuable. Individuals knew exactly what was expect-oed of them and went rapidly about their business upon landing. The briefingcreated perfect teamwork between glider pilots and airborne trooos.
Definite missions were assigned to glider oilots. Pilots were to as-semble in designated areas under their squadron commanders. Liaison officerswere to report as soon as nossible to the Division CP. It w.as olanned to 'evacuate all glider oilots as soon after D plus 1 as the situation oermitted.

All equipment was loaded and checked on D-2 and D-l.

Early on the morning of 24 M.,arch, the first element of arachute trooos,the 507th Combat Team took off, followed raoidly by the remainder of the ,Division. The entire column was two hours and eighteen minutes in length andconsisted of 226 9-47's and 72,C-46's carrying parachute troors, while 906
gliders were towed by 610 C-47'' '

Operation.
The departure of the 17th Airborne Division ran generally as scheduledwith last minute changes due to wind velocity so as to maintain correct timesover the landing zones. At 0717 on the 24th of Mviarch, the first plane took off.Weather and visibility were good. The air was rough for the first hour andone-half but was then smooth to the objectives. Visibility *as reduced by ahaze from the vicinity of the 'Maas River to the Rhine River. This haze deep-ened over the objectives due t5 fires and smoke in the vicinity of the land-ing areas, The weather did not affect the success of the operation,



The Division began landing as planned in the vicinity NE of Wesel,
Germany, at 240950 March 1945 (for exact landing areas see Part IV C).
The landings were carried out against heavy anti-aircraft fire. All.
serials received moderate to heavy 88mn and 20mm AA fire from the Rhine River
to the landing zones. All serials also received S/A fire varying from light
to heavy as theyr neared their objectives. The landings, however, were general-
ly in the vicinity of the scheduled areas.

The 507th CT, consisting of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment and
the 464th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, began landing by parachute at4
240953 March 19A.5. The First Battalion, 507th, was the first to droi. This
battalion dropoed in an onen field NW of Diersfordt, Germany, about 2500 yards
north and 2000 yards west of their intended DZ. Part of this battalion, under
the command of Colonel Laff, the regimental dommander, assembled and advanced
NE into the woods b.:Prdong the DZ and cleared out resistance consisting of
several machine guns rnC infantry in well da-in oositions. A battery of five
150mm artillery plece !was seen firing in the woods aooroximately 1500 yards
NW of the groun. Although this was not in their assigned area, the groun
captured the batter and oersonnel intact. This force then retraced its oatch
and proceeded SE along the wester edge of the woods clearing the area as
they went.

This groun killed aooroximately 55 enemy, wounded 40 and took 300. )ri-
soners, including a full colonel. When they reached the 'tcinity of Diersfordt
Castel, contact was established with another part of the First Battalion,
507th, which had landed in the same field but farther to the south. This
group was- assembled under the command of IvajorSmith and proceeded to clear
the woods to the east of their landing area of dugrin infantry and several
flak guns which at this time were being used against ground targets. The
meeting of these two groups occurred at 1100. The majority of the First
Battalion was now assembled and an immediate attack was launched against
Diersfordt, Germany, with Company A leading. Shortly after this attack was
launched, elements of the Third Battalion, 507th, arrived, As this area was
part of the Third Battalion objective, Colonel Raff ordered the First Battalion
less Company A, which was already committed, to proceed to their assigned
position in regimental reserve, leaving the Third Battalion with Company A
to proceed with the attack. The first Battalion, less Company A, arrived at
their assigned area at 1400.

The Third Battalion was dropped in DZ "W" as planned. This Battalion
organized against resistance that was light in the center of the DZ varying
to heavy at the north and south ends of the DZ. This battalion cleared the
woods as it proceeded N' where it relieved the First Battalion of the atc ---
on Diersfordt Castle, The battalion reduced the castle room by room and within
an hour had occupied the largest part of it. Remaining resistance consisted
of a large group of officers who were holding out in an isolated turret. In
reducing this strongpoint, the battalion captured aooroxtmatelvr 500 orisoners
including several higher ranking officers. Five tanks were also destroyed,
two by recoilless 57ram AT guns attached to the First Battalion, twg by heavy
artillery and one by a Gammon grenade.

The Second Battalion, 507th, drorned on the selected DZ "W". This
battalion assembled ouickly against machine gun, small arms and light artillery
fire and advanced west and southwest to their objectives. The battalion had
consolidated their 9ositions b-r 1100. At. 1434, patrols from Comonny F made
contact with British assault battalions which had crossed the Rhine River.-

The 464th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion dropped in DZ "W' at 1008.
They immediately came under small arms fire from areas adjacent to the DZ.
This battalion set up three 50 caliber machine guns on the DZ and fired into
the woods in an attempt to neutralize the enemy fire. Within a few minutes
of the drop, three howitzers were set up on the DZ and commenced direct fire
on enemy emplacements in the vicinity. The artillery fires on the DZ were a
large factor in neutralizing the enemy fires and demoralizing their forces.
By 1200, the battalion had four howitzers operating in the previously selected
positions approximately 1500 yards NE of the DZ. Twelve field piecee had
been dropped by the battalion. By 1300, nine of these were in action in the
previously selected positions, three were damaged and partp were salvaged
from these to assemble the tenth howitzer shortly after 1300.



Mr
The Regimental Cp was established in its preselected position at 3250

hours. At 1458, contact had been made with assault battalions of th British,
the Second and ThirdBattalions had made contact with each other,tthe_ fi.rst
battalion was in preselected Positions in Regimental reserve and the Field
Artillery Battalion was in action with 10 field pieces. During the remainder

A offtthe afternoon the regiment mopped up enemy resistance and consolidatedPositions. One company of the first battalion left to furnish close in pro-
tection to the 464th Field Artillery Battalion, and another company was sent
to clear the Woods north of the artillery positionsn Bythe end -oF-me.day,,IfQrm cont a ctn 

shad -been et htabli sh ed-h -
-d-firm cqntact had been esttbli shedthroughout including contact with the 6th

British Airborne Divsi -)on to the North and- the Britis.h st Commando Brigade
at T lesel.. The 507th C7 had taken all assigned objectives, captured aporoximately lOa prisoners destroyed five tanks, captured one armored car, 2
persormel carriers and one jeep, and hid destroyed or captured several batterysof artillery. Cazsualties for the day were approximately 7.3%.

The 513th CT cosistiac of the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment and 66th
Parachute Field Artillery Pattalion, 

fabenry it a d4 6Al.ofthe 53th Paraan landngby parachute at 21010 March.
All of the 3t raohu - -te -Inf-antry Reoi me nt was droojed off the olanned DZ,

The .actual DZ's were aporozimatelY2500 yards northeast of the olannedones,a r i te z~oef. the British -6th Airborne Division.
The First -Battalion, 513th, droo oed on the wrong DZ'at aporoxiatel.'"1020assembled against, hear, r sistance. 'anvr of the key cersonnel of thealion including the.battaiion commander, executive officer S-3, adjutant,

communicatbo officer and assistant conrMunicat, ion officer could not be im-
medieiy- located. Al troops on the DZ were organized by Lt. Cosner, Co of
the battalion Headquarters Cowpany. This force then moved south aporoximately500 yards to the vicinity of (198475). At this point other elements of thebattalion joined the group and a perimiter defense was organjzed. At 1230, the
First Battalion executive officer arrived and he was followxed shortly there-
after by Colonel Coutts, the regimental commander, and the battalion commanderof the Second Battalion. Each of these officers had large groups of men and
Colonel Couts reorganized the regiment at this time,putting Captain Ivy,
Regimental S-2 in colmiand of the First Batta n. Te T t Bataion

• - c , u ± ,n Fmrs 
hattF i"r.t. 

.at

SE at 1330. clearing the -area fsri,... , lln h Frt atalion advancedSthe the went to their assigned area in regiment lreserve in the vicinity ofVoes)
' "- " " of (2084 58 )0'

The Sdecond Battalion, 513th, dropped at 24a010 March on the wrong DZ and
also assembled against heavy small arms fire. The Battalion was formed and re-
or-J eanized ta s DA b t n+wI thin _3- m nu es fe r The d r p The Second Bat alion

cle~~te Dofenmy and, advanced sm toward the planned assembly .area. As'
it advanced SE heavy enemy resistance was encountered. On several occasionsthis resistance requiired considerable maheuvering to overcome it. The battalionoucceeded~ in overcoming the resistance and reached the designates assembly area.
However, the drop on the wrong DZ plus the~ heavy resistance encountered on theroute to the planned assembly area-had cost considerable time, The battaliohfound on arrivel at the as semblyv area that it had been cleared and immnediatelypushed on toward its objectiye along the western, edge of'the woods tlfDiersrordt._ After leavina tk. ( Q~T~ rea, thbtalo.mtonylih

.ei t n&.L..... i .... ozJUMDL ,area , the battal o n met only lighresistance and oroceeded rapidly toward its objective, The First Battalion,507th Prcht hf Regt, tad landed on the Wrong DZ and had ,already cleared the
final objective of the Second Battalion, so as darkness fell, this battalioh
consolidated just B of its final objective and patrolled to the final objective,

The Third Ba-ttalion, 513th, drooced on the same DZ as did the rest of the
regiment. The battalion met heavy resistance- on the DZ and assembled into
three main grouns, The first group believing it had drooped on the correct DZ
move NIE for. aporoximately 10 minut sbefore orienting itself on the town of
Haminklen. It'then changed direction to SE and arrived at the battalionassembly area at 1330. Group number two also moved in a northeasterly directiorinitially before orienting itself. After Proceeding a short distance, the.Officer in charge halted the grouo, set uc a perimiter defense and conducteda reconnaissance during which he oriented himself'. This group then Proceededin a southeaster direction clearing the enemy as. it went and arrived at thebattalion assembly area at 1530. Group number three obtained their correctlocation immediately from a P51 and proceeded directly to the asxily ar.j..
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arriving there at 1300. The first and third groups of the battalion eleared
the northern part of the assembly area shortly after arrival. When group
three arrived completing the assembly of the. battalion the battalion clearedthe remainder of the area,, The battalion had occupied its objective and set
up a defensive position according to plan by 163:,0 and had contacted the 194th
Gi Inf on its right (S) and the British 6th Abn Div on its left (N) by 1700,

The 466th Prcht FA Bn began, larnding at 241025. This battalion should
have been dropped in DZX along with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt. However the
513 was dropped 2;0 yars NBE and the 466th was dropped on the correct DZX.As the. 466th land< the Z was completely swept by enemy fire of all descript-
ion (10 76m .r guns were caotured on the DZ). The battalion succeded in over-
coming this rsistance and assembling some of its howitzers within 30 minutes.Targets of opportunity around the DZ were immediately engaged by direct fire.
Direct lay fire was also necessary to enable the battalion to reach -its firing
positions. In spite of this heavy resistance and the fact that many key menwere missing (all of the officers of one battery were killed or wounded before
leaving the DZ), the bat.ba!ion assembled and reached its planned firing posit-
ions and was supoorting the 513th Prcht Inf Regt by 12CO. By 1500 the battal-ion had 13 howitzers in pcsitibh, During the day the battalion captured 320P1's, 18 machine gans, 8 20mm A pieces, 10 76m artillery pieces and killed
aoproximately 50 Germans0

The 513th CT after dropping some 2500 yards off their planned DZ'scleared their DZ area, advanced by battalions to their assigned assembly area
and cleared the routes as they advanced. In some cases oarticularly'the 2d
Bn, this involved consecutive attacks against series of enemy strong points.
In spite of the time lost in the above action the regiment had taken all ofits objectives. .At the end of the neriod the second battalion was oartiallyoccupying its objective which had been previously cleared by the 1st Battalion
507th Prcht Inf. Durring the day the regiment captured acoroximately 1152 PW's
and destroyed two tanks, one SP gun and 2 88rm batteries.

The 194th CT, comrosed of the 194th Gli Inf Regt and the 681st Gli FABn began landing At 0.c3O in CG4A gliders that had been double towed. The CT
landed on the previously selected areas except for a small percentage of
gliders from each serial 6  No serial missed the prescribed landing zone,

1st battalion 194th landed in the correct landing zones exceot for asmall percentage of .gliders that were scattered. The battalion was able toorient itself immediately and assembled rapidly. The battalion immediatel
moved northwest from the landing areas tcwaxd their objectives, with A CoWon the East and C Co on the West leading. The route of the battalion lay
generally through areas in which other gliders of the regiment had .landedIand the battalion occupied objectives by 1400, with the exception of C Co.
C Co on the left met very stiff resistance .in .territory that had not been
cleared and they were forced to fight their wagr toward their assembly area
and ob je ct ive.

The second battalion 194 landed in the correct zone with about 90% of
their gliders. A few gliders landed on the east side of the Issel Canal,The gliders were well grouped and this enabled the companies to move off as
groups soon after the fire fights on the landing zones were successfully com-
pleted. The heavy weapons and AT platoons were able to suoort the rifle
comoanies almost immediately according to predetermined Plans. Q4,Tithin 45.
minutes after-landing the battalion had, overcome initial resistance in the
landing areas, had assembled sufficient oersonnel to function as a unit andwas on the move toward their objective. At that tile the battalion had estab-
lished communications with all companies. By 1230 Co E in battalion reserve.,had reached its assembly area and the battalion CP was in operation. The
battalion knocked out two tanks with bazooka fire enroute to its objective.
The battalion seized all objectives and repulsed four enemy cmunterattacks
knocking out two more tanks and damaging one.
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The thirdn battalion Aaint heavy flak and small arms

fire, This battalion had heavy ii ti4l ib)ses dhe to flak and enemy action
on the landing zones. The battaliOn btghnized into small groups overcame
the resistance on the landing zoneqahd assembled as they moved toward'the
assembly area. The battalion had reached their objectives and organized them

by 1600. The battalioh Was initially in reserve and conducted extensive
patrollih from its reserve positions contacted the 507th Prcht Inf Regt to

the west the 513th Prcht Inf Regt to the North (3d Bn) and the 1st Commando
Brigade tBr) to the South.

The 194t T.iI 1 Regt had cleared their landing zones .and&25%
assembled and under the control of thc Regimental Commander by 1200. The
regiment attained all its initial objectives within two-hours after landing.
During the day the regiment captured 1150 P;' s, 4 155m, 2 150mm, 4 105mm,
ii $Srm, 2 76mm, 9 75m4im5 and 10 2xm guns and destroyed or captured 2 flak

wagons, 5 SP guns and 10 tanks.

The 681st Gli FA Bn fought its way off the LZs and into its previously
selected firing positions,. Calls for fire were received while Battery A was

enroute to its fJring area and this battery immediately went into hasty firing
positions besides the road and fired in suoport of the 194th Gli If. At

1400 this battery oroceeded to its planned firing positions.

The battalion land.rg zones were underfire from S/A' s and 88m guns-
> emplaced around the fields. Upon landing 75mm pack howitzers were put into

action beside the gliders and direct fire was delivered on buildings and other
enemy positions.

By 1600 tei battalion had 10 pieces operating out of a total of 12 brought
in. The Command Post and fire direction center-were set up and all wire and

radio nets were operating to Division Artillery, the 194th CP and both firing

batteries by 1400. Radio communication was in to the Artillery on the West bank
of the Rhine and they were firing support missions by 1300.

At apprcximately 1900, 100 glider pilots were attached to the battalion,
and a perimeter defence was organized around the battalion position so as to
give maximum protection to the West flank.

At 2200 the enemy counterattacked the West flank of tWe battalion with

infantry and tank. A heavy fire fight developed and one tank-w troyed
* before the enemy withdrew.°

The 139th Abin Eng Bn began landing from gliders on LZ-N at 1200, -nd
met heavy anti-aircraft fire and ground fire on tne landing zone. The battal-
ion landed in two serials 7 minutes apart on the stie landing zone. Gliders
were widely dispursed on landing and assembly was initially by squad and two
squad groups. These groups cleared the landing zones and worked their way
to their designated areas. By 1730 the battalion had taken all of its object-
ives and had consolidated in position. During the day 83 Germans were killed
or wounded and 315 captured along with an entire battery of 105 artillery with
all of it s transporation and equipment.

The 680th Oli FA Bn (105 Howitzers) began landing west of the Rhine at
241140. Aniroximately 50% of the gliders landed in the correct zones and all
gliders landed in an area of 4000 meters square near the-center of the Division
sector. All elements were subjected to enemy small arms, machine gun, mortar 'Eand artillery fire immediately after landing. The battalion cleared its
landing area although enemy fire was so intense that amproximately 40 gliders

f were destroyed on the ground after landing. Firing during this initial phase
consisted of direct lay on enemy strong points and artillery pieces, with some
guns engaging the enemy within 5 minutes after landing. By 1245 about I of
the battalion had assembled and 6 oieces were laid and ready to fire in the
vicinity of coordinates 225447 (sheet 4305). The battalion CP was established
with a complete wire net operating at 1345. By 1700, 9 howitzers were in
position and 900 rounds of ammunition had been assembled.
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During the day the b attalion vi .ptUred .enemy 105mm k4t,..re.si .and one
155 battery which.had been deserted4  115 PW's ,were taken. and an estimated 50
enemy killed. . ' , . -

Division Artillery Hq & Hq Battery 3 was diyded.'4nt.o a oarachute and a'glider element for the operation. The 'arachue eienIt landed iA DZ-Xat

241025. This .element forged their wayoff thp. DZ.and established atemrr, '
OP at 206450. The -glider element: landed inZ-N at 24)216,".'Doth eiemehts
encountered heavy flak and MG fire. The 2d elements jo ined at the temorary
CP at 1530. Hq & Hq Battery displaced to the Division CP after dark.

The division artillery net ooened immediately, after landing. Wire nets
were completed to all barttalions at 251030. Control with supporting artillery
West Qf the Rhine -was maintained by radio from 241300."

The mission of the 17th Abn Division wras to seize, clear'and secure the
division area with priority to the high ground just E of DIhSFORDT;',and the.•
bridges over theISST.EL R from ,(253439) to (235458) (both incls), ,protect the '
right flank'(S)-of. Corps, establish contact with 1st Commando'Brig4de (British)
NE of WESEL, with; thy .15th Division (Scottish) and with the 6th Airborn6PDiv'....Vatv,
ision (British) on the-, left (N)0  . ..,

The division mission was accomplished in every particular withihn a-few
hours after-laning. It was accomplished in the face of heavy flak and heavy
initial resistance -on. and around tne ladding areas by enemy troopswho had
been ordered t.o sleep at their gun. positions the, preceeding night.

The operation was characterized bv the 'rapid assembly of troops' and".th6
rapid and effective establishment of communications and control throughout

the division.,

The division mission was accomolished almost exactly as olanned and with
very few casualties considering the nature of the mission and the opposition .

The high degree of comm.qunication and control permitted intelligent controlled
compliance with.all plans...
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B. Reports of General 3At%

'Planning. 

* This ohase began to aporoach final stages-'aboi.it.'two',weeks oriorto D-day.
'A visit to Ninth Army, our administratibn channel; in b€omany of the DiVision
A.G., cleared uo many points of differdhbe from the n6r1nt routine ahd naved
the way for smooth relations during the heat of operation. ,

G-1 renorts were all called for as of 2400 to be submitted b% 1j00th6
folldwing day. This was designed to give the units a maximum of time -for ore- ,

paration and checking, give the Staff Section time for' consolidation, Ahd r6-i
qgire the minimum of effort on delivery of such r.....:oorts. The daily nhohe' in
Estimated Loss Report oeriod was established as from 1800 to 1800 hours. By
so doing, it was contemolated that units would h!ve a maximum of time to pre-
pare such a report with a high degree of aqcuracy, yet incorporating 'nost of
the personnel changes, All reports were required to be in by the deadline in
each case even if messenger had to be used.

The collect'ng point for the dead was selected to coordinate with the
Quartermaster activities, and was dsignated at a ooint on one side of the re-
supoly drop area. By so doing, the Quartermaster personnel could all operate
in the same locality affording greatest degree of protection, and suonly trans-
portation could be utilized for hauling in the bodies. Furthermore, the loc-
ation was adjaceht to and readily accessible to a proposed bridge at Wesel:
and lastly, should temporary burial be necessary, ample space was available
for a cemetery.

The Prisoner of War collecting point waS ,&'signated near the burial collect
ing point with the view to using prisoner -labor 'should a temoorary cemetery be-
come necessary. Furthermore, its location was anoroximately central in the area
and was close to a proposed bridge at Wesel.

Personnel of the section was divided into a glider-borne and an overland
group. The glider-borne grouo was comroosed of the G-, the Master Sergeant,
Operations Sergeant, and two clerks. No transportation was olanned to be taken.
Only very limited equipment was to be taken since a join-up by overland forces
was contemplated early.

aIt was felt that initially the Division Chanlain could be of greatest ass-
istance at the Ditision Medical Clearing Sta tion. The final olan dictated his
entry into the area by glider with the Medical Comoany. His clerk with driver
and transoortationwere to come overland and join him with the other land ele-
ments.

The Red Cross nersonnel with emergency nersonal sun ' lies were nianned to
arrive in the overland echelon.

Ope rat ion. , ,,,,......

Landing by glider was made D-Day about 1220 hours. M/Sgt McAferty was lost
evacuated wounded, in the landlng. The balance of the section particinated in
the fire fight to gain the prooosed CP location. The CP was opened in that
location about 1600 D-Day. The overland group of the G-l Section with the Ass-
istant G-l, two clerks and two vehicles with drivers arrived on the afternoon
of D/2.

4., Due to heavy fighting and local mopAng up operations, only two reports
S were received during thefirst evening. One came from a regiment and the other

rom Signal Company, By the evening of D/I, all units had submitted a report
and'the first report to higher headquarters was comoiled and phoned in on'the
mdrning of D/2. D/2 prodced the first report whichvas felt to be reasonably
accurate.
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The Quartermaster and suopW in6tallations were established at the NWI cor-
ner of the resnpply drop area (DZ tW) rather than the SE corner as planned.
Therefore; the Graves Regiittati'dp Collecting Point was established in that
area also, to coincide With the pian of keeping the two together. No bodies
were received trom unilt D-Day DA4 found all units evacuating to the new loc-
ation. This same- day, deAion was made to start temporary burials D$2. How-
ever, directives later in the evening, establishing priorities for D/2 assured
movement of the bodies back across the river and no temorary burials were
necessary.

Hundreds of iriSoners were caotured the first day and hundreds more daily
thereafter. The LW- co.lecting point of one of the regiments was near the sup-
ply and burial installations. This one was taken over by the Division Provost

Marshall and designated as the Division Collecting Point. First evacuation to
the British Second Arzv collecting ooint wa's made D/,l.

The Chaplain came in by glider with the Division Medical Company and work-
ed at that location as planned.

The Red Cross went in overland, joined the airborne group on the afternoon
of D-Day and began immediately dispensing needed articles to the men of one of
the regiments. On WI4l and 2, all units of the division were visited by one of
the representatives.

Conclusions and Recommendations:

The report system as set up is Workable and oractical. It shoud be con-
tinued as set up unless changes in requirements for informtion become necessary7

In an operation where a join-up of friendly forces is iminent by Dll, the
value of the G-1 -and section in the airborne echelon is doubtful. Recommend
that in such an :operatidn, they join with the overland column. Where the join-
up with overland echelon is doubtful by DI, this section definitely should come
in airborne.

The division chaolain can be of the greatest value at the Division Medical

,Clearing Station and should come in airborne to operate at that location.'

Total Battle Casualties for operation "VARSITY" ending 2400, 25 March 1945:

Officers EM Tta
41 & 3 52 393

VVIA ,80 754 83

Total 121 1186 1307

Total Non-Battle Casualties for Operation "VARdSITY" ending 2400, 26 March
.1945:

Officers EM Total
- 2 - 28 30

,Total German Prisoners of War captured during operatiod "VARSITY" ending

2400, 26 March 1945: 3,341.

2. G-2.

General. b
The initial action by the G-2 section was to accumulate and evaluate such

material as was on hand concerning the proposed area. A considerable amount 6f
background information was available, and lacking maos and photograohs at this
time, a careful study was made of the population, terrain in genexal, and known
fortifications in the entire area.
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On 24 February a supplr of mapS, a limited supply of -photographs (mosaics)
were received along with copsiderabie additional intedligece informztion of
varying value. Atthis time.th.exacqt.,area of operati6n was undertermined, howeve
with the receipt of the Corps overlay early in March this atea was definitely
fixed and a detailed study could be made.. a

March 10, was the date 'set foro ublication" of the Intelligence, Annex .for
operation "VARSITY1 - and detailed stjcles were made of defenses, terrain, weathet,
forti.fications, oads and b ridges, and enemy* Crier of Battle. A supplenental 2.

kmnex was published on lS I::ch conbtining additional information and thereafter'
Periodic Bulletins w, ere published with current information.

At the marshalling area a large opetation tent was maintained containing the
Division War RFor)a-vfor staff use, and anothersection for distribution of mans,
photos, documents., etc. ,During the three day period in the marshalling areas
a large Volume of mAteiial was distributed to the units and two separate intel-
ligence reports were publishEd, Because of the rapidly changing enemy .situation
and difficulty of positive identification 5t w.s necessary to carefully evaltuate-
enemy defenses and continu.ally revise previous estimates.

Problem6 .arising and Methods of Solution,

iecurity, It is thought that the security on operation 'IVARSITY"1 left much
to be desired. From all indicat ions many of the violations were on a very high

Slevel. Soldiers of this division were given information while visiting higher
headquarters as drivers or messengers, and even in the United Statesradio an-
nouncements were made prior to the operation giving units and plans in a general -

way.

Extreme efforts were made to prevent local security violations, desoitg the
difficulties involved caused by the close association cNith French personnel. It
was inevitable that when troops suddenly disappear from a small town a .consider-
able amount of question is raised. Every effort was made to conceal the nature

.of the unit in its mwv-enrts and to prevenb leakage of information as to .specific
date and place of the opcrteion. Use of 12 separate airfields presented a sec-
urity problem,, but in oene al security was good. Unit war rooms and unit-.security
was generally good, Cormrqi,oatio.s security was fairly good, and no evidence'.of
overt acts of espicnage were present.

Top Secret Control. - Responsibility for TS Control was left entirely' with~G-? and all documents regardless of source were processed through the TS Control
WSection of the G-2 Office. This system worked out very well, but b~c~use 6fA

limited facilities imposed a great burden during rush period.

Photo and MapCoverage.. - Was sl~w in being distributed during the olanning
phase of the operation. A large volume of rjhntos and m~qs were received but only
a small nercentage actually witkin areas dosired. it is believed that this diffi-
culty was caused by lack of clear delineation of channels. Aporoaching D-Day the

photo and map covernge improved considerably.

Enem.v information. - Because of the oeculiar natur of the operation and
preceding action, accurate information of the enemy wasdifficult to obtain.
After enemy forces were driven out oftWesel pocket and east of the Rhine direct
contact was lost for a number of days, and during this period little .acurate
information on enemy intentions or dispositions was received.

Re commendat ions.:

It is recommended that more stringent security measures be envoked in the
< future (VIZ).
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(i) Strict press and radio censorship prior to operationo

(2) Less non=essential liaison and observers pr~lor to operation0,,

That Top Secret Control be handled'by Adjutant General's Staff under dir=:

ection of Assistant Chief of Staff, G-29  This is the orescribed method used by

higher headquarters 0

Planni mg0

On or about Februtry .6, 1945, while engaged in combat along the Our River

near Clerveaux G-2 and G3 were ordered to the Headquarters of the First Allied

Airborne Army "at Maison la Fitte near Pa-ris 0  While there they were briefed on

the'general. plan for ooeration "VARSITY"0  Certain basic details such as the

troops who would p.iticioate, the number of rlanes and gliders necessary to lift

the division and the availability of troop carrier air fields on the continent

were discussed0  It was announced at this time that the 17th Airborne Division

would be ordered out of the line in a few days and sent back to Chalons sur Marne

to prepare for this operation which was to take place in about six weeks0.

Orders were later received by division for its relief and the movement to

Chalons sur Warne began on February 10th, The last elements ciosed in.Chalons

on February 14tho C>
The division mas given a period of about one week in which.to rest, prepare

the tent camo area, clean up equipment and clothing and conduct show down in

spections0 " During this time a training directive was published ordering:s,

(1) Reorganization of the division under new T/O and T/E 71$ 16 Dec 19440

The major change under t his new T/O was the disbandment of the 193rd Glider

Infantry Regiment and the reorganization of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment

dth 3 battalions; the reorganization of Glider Field A tillery Battalions with

3 firing batteries; the conversion of 6.SDth Glider FA Battalion to a 105mm
howitzer battalion; the addition of a tird squad to the rifle olatoons of para=

chute infantry regiments and the addition of another parachute field artillery
battalion, the 464th Parachute-FA Battalion0

(2) The training of reinforcements0o

(3) Airborne training to include: cx
(a) Glider pay rides0
(tO basic glider training in familiarization with C04A glider and

knots and lashings 0

(c) Door. practice for parachute elements0
(d) Tactical glider and parachite drops to assimilate as nearly as

possible conditiohs expected in operation "VARSITY"0
(e) CPXfs to test radio link and other communications as anticipated

for coming operation0
(g) Familiarization firing with all weapons' to include the new

recoilless type 57mm and*75mm',guns
(g) The training of 513th Parachute Infantry to familiarize them with

the C46 plane and the jumping of allmen of this regiment from
this plane0

This training program was carried out -nd continued until the time of the
operatiot -



Orders and directives for the operation were issued from time to time by
XVIII Corps (Airborne) at Epernay. Close liaison between division and corps
was maintained by liaison and staff officers.

A conference was held by CG, IX TCC at IX TCC Headquarters near St. Germain,'

France. At this conference training and operational requirements for planes and.
gliders were discussed and schedules set up.

As Allied Forces moved rapidly toward the Rhine River, necessity for an
early airborne operation became evident. D-Day was therefore advanced to March
24th.

Liaison officers were sent to First Allied Airborne Army and IX Troop Carrier
Command, 6th British Airborne Division, 1st British Commando Brigade and 15th .
Scottish Division9  The last three liaison officers went into the operation with
the units to which they were attached and continued to maintain liaison during
the operation.

As soon as the definite mission vas received from corps a study was made of
possible LZtz and DZts, One DZ was selected for each parachute combat team and
two LZ's were selected for gliders. A saturation of approximately 50% was nece-
ssary in both LZ's.

Because it was impossible to lift the entire division with the allotted Air-
craft it was necessary to select the troops and allot units their quota of olanes

*, and gliders.

A decision then had to be made on the. order in -which troops were to be
brought in airborne. Missions were assigned units and an air movement table.
drawn up,,

Plans were mde for the attadhment of ground units which were to come across

the Rhine River and lastly a plan was made for extended ground action after D-Day.

Marshalli.

Th& division moved tp the marshalling areas by train and by motor - beginning
D1-4. The land tail moved by motor on D-3 to" Issum, Germany, on the west bank of
the Rhine,

While in the'marshalling areas (12 airfields in France) communications was
maintained by TWX, telephone, C-47's, L4ts and jeep messenger service.

The G-3 Section was divided for the oppr'tion in three echelons: Parachute,
glider and land tail.

Ope rations,

One casualty was sustained in the G-3 Section during the opersotion. Pfc '
Herron was killed by enemy small arms fire immediately upon landing by glider.

The Glider Echelon of the 0G-3 Section assembled with the remainder of the
Division Headquarters glider echelon and moved to t he Division OP. Later on D3-Day
they were joined at the OP by the parachute elements of the G-3 Section. On
13,3 the land tail arrived.".

Conclusions.

i. The mission assigned this division for "VARSITY"' was an excellent airborne
mission.

2. The time allowed for training and planning was adequate.

.trhe morale of the divisionvas at its highebt peak for the operation.

, ,* e division was well equipped and well supported.

5. The planning of units was sound and thorough.

6. All men vere properly briefed.,

- lli; -w .
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7. Glidet pilts were prooerly 'used and well briefed0

Recommendations0

10 -A better 6ommunicatibns system should be established betWeen marshalling
are a s0

2. Recoilless rifles should be included in the T/E of an airborne division0

General.

In ooeration "VARSITY", functions of sup0ly and ev-cuation were grouped in
three phases, first, the period of'planning and refitting extending from 12
February to 18 March (B-6), second, the period of concentrating in the marshall
ing areas extending from 1S March to 24 iarch.(N6 to fl-Day)' and third, the
period of operation extending from 24 Mnrch through 26 March (DA-Day to D/2)0

More specific data may be"found in the sections covered by Ordnance.,
Quartermaster, Signal; Medical, Engineer and CWS sections.

Planning0  I

Immediately after arriv-il of the division in the Chalons sur Marne area9
showdow inspections were held for all units. New Thbles of Organization- and-
Equipment had just-been authorized the division-and' it Uas necessary't- reallocate
existing equipment, particularly motor vehicles , within units of the-divisiono
This orocess was facilitated b-- the enlarged 194th Glider. Infantry Regiment
taking over initially all equipment of the 193rd Glider Infantry, which was de;=;
activated in accordance with the new T/O and E.

Requisitions to cover shortages were prepared by the Division BupplyOfficer...
and submitted to XVIII Corps Airborne which forwarded them direct to Comm'Zone;'
High priority was gi-ven the re-equipment process and much of the material was .
delivered to the.DiVision issuing depot0  Refitting for the operAtion had been
completed within one month from t he date the Division closed in Chalons sur
Marne0  During this period all armament and motor vehicles were inspected and
repaired, the Division Air Force equipment .2,nd personnel were flown to Chalons',
from the United Kingdom, and arrangements were made'to expedite the .arrival and
final equipping of the 464th Parachute FA Battalion, newly on the continent from
the United States and newly assigned to the division0

Non TIE equipment and supplies required for the operation were secured
doncuinrently with items of TIE equipment some of this equipment was made tby -...
the 17th Parachute Maintenance Company0  Equipment that was non T/E and had to
be procured or made consisted of British leg bags, recoilless rifles, loading
and lashing rope, yellow florescent: hAndkerchiefs (for idlentifiration), BAR "
containers, machine guns, calo3O M1919A6 and hand grenades0

Specifications for a suitable marshalling area .camp were furnished by the '

Division to XVIII Airborne Corps and First Allied Airborne" Army on 26 February0,
The latter headquarters constructed thirteen camps scattered throughout four
Base Sections0 The capacity of each camp was 1200 with the exception of the
camp where the C-46ts were to depart which had a capacity of 2600, All ca*mps
were substantially completed by 15 March and were in operat.ng condition when
the Division troops began arriving on 21 March0  During this bperation the
Division provided four liaison officers one with each Base Section Headquarterso
These liaison officers provided the only close coordinat.pn between the units
building the camps and the Division0
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A transportation corps officer from Gise Base Section reported. to The

division on 8 March. This officer acted as coordinator between division and

O Oise B ase Section and worked out the many details associated with--. a- combined.

rAil and motor movement from the base ca-mp to the marshalling areas.

* " During the first two weeks of March, units orepared areas within their

respective Base camps for storage of individual clothing and baggage to remain

with the Base Echelon, A transporcation pool was arranged for this echelon by

having each unit leav , one 1./b ton truck and a trailer at Base and h-aving each

regiment and Division ArtilLery leave one 2 /2 ton truck. In addition the

Division Quartermastsr and the Parachute Maintenance Company provided seven

2 1/2 ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks and trailers.

Road clearances and routes were established for the Overland Echelon which

was to concentrate west of time Rhine River in the vicJnity of Issun, Germany.

-For this echelon it wzs necessary to-provide thirty 2 1/2 ton trucks from

sources outside the division. The 2,005 vehic].es invot._ed in the movement of

the Overland Echelon used two routes and covered the 246 miles without any over-

night halt.

The planning phase for. operation "VARSITY" progressed from day to day as

reflected by the various activities, initially and principally with XVIII Airborne

Corps and subsequently more detailed arrangements with outside headquarters.

A rrangements were made with First Allied Airbonme Army in regard to air resupo~y

on D-14, and subsequently the G-4 Section inspected supplies being prepared at

the resupply airstrips for the operation; The Division G-4 conferred With G-4

of Ninth Army on ground resupply arrangements on D-12.

The general plan for supply and evacuation for the operation called fot all

--,classes of supplies sufficeint for a minimum of one day to be carried by air as

basic unit Toadso. Immediately following the air lifts of the division a resupoly

mission consisting of 270 tons of all classes of suooly (bnough for one day) was

to be Clown by B-24bonbors based in the United Kingdom. An sutoniatic resupoly

mission of 540 tons of all classes of supply was scheduled for D/l. Further,...

itfrms to be delivzred by air were to be reTuested by division through X7III
Airborne Corps to First Allied Airborne Army who would be responsible for pro-

curing them --preparing.them for aerial delivery and droupig them into the DZIs.

DZt s were to be marked by pathfinder oersornel, All emt . resupoly subsequent.

to D/1 was to be uocn radio request by division, and suflicient material was

aprepared at the resupoly air strips (there were three on the continent) to
- sustain thedivision for nine days of operation.

Additional supolies. and replacement items of critical equipment, particu-
larly radios and crew served weapons, were carried in the Overland Eqhelon.
Ground resupoly arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established a dump
west of the Rhine River for this purpose° This dump consisted of all classes

of supolies and was to be maintained at three days operating level until normal

bridge traffic across the river was established.

A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company DUN'Ws, augmented by 27 additional

DIKWrs was provided the division for the mowcment of supplies across the river
until bridges were established., These DUKWP.s also provided an additional means
'of resupply should the air resupply mission fail or bridging operaticns be un-
successful.

Because of the restriction on the number of gliders available for the oper-

ation, the bulk of the division supply personnel and equipment was in the overland
echelon.

In order to provide the necessary labor to carry out the divisionts part of
the supply plan, one platoon from a Quartermaster Service Company was attached

to tW,-. division; Ninth Army was to operate the suoply dump on the west bank of
the - .ne River, the division was to operate all dumps on the east bank of the
River.
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As a special meas ure to expedite the ,reeovory of AirForce Equipment

three officers, and 5lmen from the Division Prcht Maintenance Co 
were to jump

with the 507th CTo These men were to bd reinforced by I officer and 47 men

after contact with the ground echelon was establishedo

Medical service and supply was to be furnished the Division c edical Co

which was to go in airborne and be prepared to hold all casualties 
for 48 lirs

if necessaryo Two surgical teams were attached to the Medical Co for the

operationo Back Up cn the, west .m.nk of the' Rhino was to be provided initially

by one-platoon fron an A: ly Cearing Co, this platoon was then to ferry

across the Rhine oa Dt l; Six UKIW's were 'set aside to move casualties to

evacuation hospitals on the west bank of the rivero

Priorities were established for vehicles in the Overland Echelon to

cross-the rivero The general plan on the priorities was for the tactical units

transportation and organic ambulances plus a few control vehicles 
for Division

Supply officers to cross first followed by heavry transportation 
of Division

S0rvice Organizations- Au attached tank battalion and attached TD battalion

were also given high priority but their crossing depended upon 
heavy river

craft and heavy capacity bridges being availableo

Marshalling Areas

Units began to shift supplies and equipment to the marshalling areas 
on

D=6o This left only individual equipment -to be carried on the transportation

moving the trcopoo Civision Air Force equipment and necessary rigger person-r

nel were also mowed to the departure fields at this timeo This work was con

pleted by Do6 "using only organic transportation.

The rail movement-to' the marshalling area beganon 
-4 and advance par

0

ties departed by motor at the same time0 Comm Zone vehicles were used to

carry troops to the entraining points and then used to transport 
other troops

to two nearbr air.-fields. All troops had closed in the marshalling areas early

in the afternoon of D-3o Transportation from detraining points to the .various

marshalling areas was also furnished by Comm Zoneo Comm Zone also manned ,the

marshalling areas0 ran the messes, furnished the quarters and 
provided medical

servicO. Every effort was m ade to give , the men as amny comforts as 
possibleo

During the three days in the marshalling areas it was necessary 
to fill

small last minute shortages in equipmeht and supplioso Comm Zone Ordnance

repair parties made some minor repairs to individual weapons.

The Division Land Echelon under the Command of the Assistant 
Division

Commander left base eamp.the morning of D-%3and closed in its appointed assem

bly area at 0400 of D-2 with no major difficulties.,encounteredo

Operations

On D3 Day the Division supply personnel traveling by glider came 
into the

area of operations with only minor losses; however0 some supply gliders were

not located until late that day0

The airborne medical personnel sustained a substantial loss when mo

bers of one surgical team became casualties upon landing duo to enemy actiono

This threw a very heavy burden on the remaining surgical team0

The air resupply mission, which was flown as scheduled, was approximatel,

7.5% effective0  Somo bundles wdre relca'sed very close to the ground while

others were scattered. The latur was brcurht about in part by the inability

of the pathfinder personnel, who were to mark the resupply DZ, to reach the

field in time0  This personnel jumped with a battalion of CT 5070 This bato'

talion was droppod to the north of its DZ. The pathfinders could not work

md.* to.DZ W (the DZ for this battalion, and the resupply) until and intervonws

g wooded area was, cleared of the enemy.
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Supplies via DUKWS began crossing the Rhine by 1700D Day.~Th:sed on
tactical reasons, higher headquarters concolled the air rosupply sdheduled
for D/1. This required a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKVVS and a
change in their traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as pos-.

sible. It also required the establishlncnt of supply dumps nearer the past bank
of the river (originally it was planned to consolidate these dumps with tho6
established for air resupply in the vicinity of the resupply DZ).,

By daylight DI DUKWS were transporting supplies over the river in quan-
tities more than sufficient to support the current operation. D'JKWS were per-

mitted to used the birdge, which expedited their movement materially.

"The platoon from the Army Clearing Co established a station on the east
bank of the Rhine prior .to noon D/1, to which casualties from the Division
Clearing Station were evacuated in Division ambulancesa Army ambulancesand-
DUKVVS were used to move casualties to the evacuation hospitals on thp west
bank of thc 'river.

VehicIes of the Overland Tail were crossing the river at such rate as to
put them in advance of their schedule early on D/1. On D/2 al'l vehicles reach-
ed the east bank of the Rhine.

"'Personnel from the' 17th Prcht Maintenance Co began their salvage of AAF
equipment on D Day. In spite of their efforts, only a small part of -this,
equipment either undamaged or damaged was eventually recovered.

By noon of D/2 ojtration of-medical servico Was normal fot Allied ,porson-
nel byn"midnight D/2 all woundedGerman.,prisoners had been caried back across
the river. Thus medical evacuation had become normal , ...

By 2400D/2 Supply dumps Classes eIII Vhad been built up to tho.
point where they could support throe days operation. Sufficiont Class It and
IV items were on hand in the vehicles of the Overland Tail to provide for
unit needs until normal cross a river traffic could be established.

.. 4
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10. Division Artillery Report.

Planning.

a. The mission of the 17th Airborne Division and general plannof the Division
Commander was given to the Division Artillery Commander on about 20 February
1945. At that time it was tentatively decided that: .

(1) Initially. 466th Prcht PA Bn attached to 513th CT, 680th Gi FA 'Bnattach%
ed to 507th CT, and 681 t Gli FA Bn attached to 194th CT.

(2) In event an additional parachute field artillery battalion was assigned
or attached to the divi sion that it would be attached to 507th CT and
680th Gli FA Bil would be in general support.

(3) If sufficient a".t lift would hot be available to bring in all organic
bn; airboro, to b 'n thex in with the overland elements and depend
on artillery cn the we't bank of the 1hine for direct-support whore
ncco ssary.

(4) The minimum reinforcing artillery necssary to accomplish the mission
would be one reinforcing battalion or field regiment per organic direct
support battalion.

be The Division Artillcry Commander attendo6 a conference at Hoadquarters XII
Corps (Br) on 28 February 1945 at which time wore present:

CCPA, XXI Corps (Br)
Corps Artillery Commander, XVIZI Corps (Abn)
CRA, 6th British Abn Div
Division Artillery Commander, 17th Abn Div
CCRA, VIII British Corps
Signal Officor, XII Corps (Br)
Communications Officer, XVIII Corps Artillery.

At this conference the following were discuteed and tentatively agreed upon:

(i) Direct and general support artillery formations available to support the
operation from the west bank of the Rhine.

(a) Forward observer and translator teams f or British formations on the west 9
bank of the Rhine.

( 3) Communications.

(4) Procedure.-

0. After numerous conferences with the division commander, the XVIII Corps
artillery officer and CCPLA, XII Corps (Br) (through the XVIII Corps Artillery
Officer) the final artillery plan and organization of the field artillery for
combat Was arrived at. The final decision wasnot made until 15 March 1945,

when it was evident that the 464th Prcht FA Bn, which did not join the division

from the United States until 11 March 1945, would be fully equipped and ready
for combat. The organization for combat was as follows.

464th Prcht PA Bn, initially attached 507th CT.
466th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 513th CT.

681st Gli FA Bn, initially attached 194th Gli Infs.
680th Gli FA Bn (105 How. T3), .general support, anmver calls for fire

from 3d Bn 513th Prcht I f.



.53 (w) Division Artillery (B)ss General support (from West bank of Rhine
133 Lt Rogt. PA reinfotce fire 466th Prcht FA Bn

81 Lt. Regtc RA.'rinforco fites 681st Gli FA Bn
83 Lte Regto RA retiforce fires 464th Prcht FA Bn
77 Medium Regt. RA (5.SG), General Support.

Briefing 
.

.P

Briefing of Division Artillery staff was held to a minimum number and no
member was briefed until it was considered necessary, none being briefed prior
to D-24. Battalion commanders and staffs were briefed on D-15 and battery
commanders on D-8,

Final briefing of all remaining officers and enlisted.men in the Air lift
was completed between 1)-3 and D-1 after being sealed at departure fields. The
final briefing was so compiete that every officer and enlisted man knew the
"big picture," thepLan fo.r the division, the plan for his unit and what he as
an,. individual was grin to do on landing3 The value of this complete brief-
ing was proven by the superior performance of the units upon landing;

Rehoarsals$.

No rehearsals were hold except for a communication exorcise involving all
* wire and radio comnmunication of the division artillery, including the special

forward observer and translator teams; on 14 March 1945. Since all personnel
involved in this rehearsal had not been briefed, it was staged as -8atypa of .
communication oxercise.

Forward Obsorvers, Liaison and Translators.

a. Organic.
46th Prcht FA Bn - one (1) forward observer section andone (1)

liaison section withcach battalion of 507th Prcht Tnf; also a command liaison
section with regimental commander.

466th Prcht Ft Bn - one (1) forwmrd observer sboction and one (1)
liaison section with each battalion of 513th Prcht Tnf; also a command liaison
section with each regimental commander.

a 8lst Gli PA Bn - one (1) forward observer section and ono (fl_ _
W liai son section with each 'battalion of 194th Gli Int also a'cormma' 'aso-n -

section with regimental commander.

680th Gli FA Bn - one (1) forward observer section and one (1)

1iaison section with with 3d Bni, 513th Prcht Inf.

b 53 (w) Division Artillery (Br)

81 Field Regiment, RA - One (i) forward observer section with each
battalion of 194th Gli lnf and one (1) liaison'section with 00, 681st Gli PA Bn.

83 Field Regiment, RA- One (1) forward observer section with each
battalion of 507th Prcht Inf and one (1) liaison section with CO, 464th Prcht

7FA Bn.

* 133 Field Regiment, RA -Ono (1) forwaIf observer section with each
battalion of 513th Prcht Inf and one (i) liaison.4bction with CO, 466th Prcht

FABn. 4
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53 (w) Division Artillery - Owoe i(b Iaison section with commanding.
General, 17th Airborne Division Artillory-'.

XVIII Corps (Abn) Artillery - One (1):tiaison section with CG, 17th Abn
Div Arty and one (I) translator team with each of 8 1st, 83d, 133d Field Rogts
and with 53 (w) Div Arty. All translatro teams were U. S. Army personnel
as also wore all forwa-d obverver and liaison sections representing all elem-
ents of 53 (w) Div A :,r, hoeo trtnelatorM forward observer and liaison
sections wore trained oy XVIII Corps (Abn) Arty and assigned duties by CG, 17th

Abn Div Arty. They consisted of one (i)officer and two (2) enlisted mon
each, the pcrsonncl having been drawn mainly from 17th Abn Div Arty.

Execution

Units, with all airborne transportaticn. moved to departure field on
D-4 and D-3. Non-airbornm elements moved overland to a rendezvous on the west
side of the Rhino under the o.mand of the assistant division commander on Da-3.

The division artillery was disposed at five departure fields as followst

A-80 Advance dotactoment, Hq 17th Abn Div Arty
464th Prcht F Bn (lossGlided transportation)
466th Prcht FA Bn (less glided howitzers and transportation).

B-24 - Headquarters and Headquarters Btry 17th Abn Div Arty (less adv dot.)
Detachoment, 463th Prcht FA Bn (3 spare howitzers).

A-39 - 680th Gii FA Bn
Detachment, Hq Btry, 681st G1i FA Bn
Glider Elms, 464th Prcht FA Bn,. (1 officer, 42 E M, 10 - 4 ton trucks,

4 - ton trailers).

A-48 - 681st Glider FA Bn (less Detachment, Hg Btry)

B-20 - Glider elms 466th Prcht PA Bn, (2 officers, 40 EM1 0 - ton trucks,
5 -4 ton trailers).

Air OP sections centralized under Di vision Control, were landed at an
air strip west of the Rhino on D"-3. 9
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D. Report of Land Echeloh.

Tho land tail of the 17th Ai totde-DiVisioi cohsistod of those vehicles
of the divisioh not transported by giidqrs -(1082 trucks and 553 trailers and
the following attached unitst ,

144th TD Bn (SP - Br)
605 TD Bn (Towed)
771 Tank Bn
692 FA Bn
398 QMP (Trk) Co
458 QM4 Co AMP
0o A, 3d Cml Mortar Bn
387 lA Bn (SP

All of these vehicles and units crossed the Rhine either by ferry or
bridge.

In order to avoid congestion near thu cro-ssing sites on the west bank of
the Rhino a system of staging areas under Br Control was organized. An assembly
area between Issum (094273) and Kapellen (048313) was assigned to-the 17th
Abn Div from which vehicles wore moved by stages and on strictly controlled
roads to the river. The number of vehicles in the asembly area at any one
time was kept at a minimum, only enough" being there to insure a steady flow
of traffic.

The organic vehicles of the division moved to Bree Belgit'm on 21 March
from whence they were dispatched to IssumrKapellon area when called for. Thet,

attached units reported to the Issum-Kapellon area direct so as to arrive
there approximately twenty-four hours prior to their contemplated crossing time.

The British provided wire communications for the staging area including
the Division assembly area and liaison officer for the assembly area. The 17th
Abn Div sent liaison officers to be with the British Bank Control Officer and
at all secondary areas whore vehicles Were to stop on their way to the river.
Two officers wore sent to the far bank to supervise the movement of the vehicles
from the river to h division contW.'7 point.at Muhlonfild. At this place unit
guides took control of their own vehiclos..

a , FerryIng and bridge construction was started by the British on D Day North

Woat Xautbn (1141) and in spite of strafing, and bombing by hostil planes continued

uninterruptedly. In accordance with a pr>-determined schedule ambulances cross-
ed on D Day; on D/l most of the self-propelled AT guns and tanks were across
and by D/3 the division had its organic transportation and had been joincd by

all attached units.

Ground resupply arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established
a dump on the west bank of the Rhine River in the vicinity of X ssun, where-was
located the Division Rear Echelon0 This dump consisted of alf' classes of

supplies which were to be maintained at throe days operating leevel until such
time a normal bridte traffic across the river was established.

4

A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company (DUKS) (augmented by 27 addit-
ional DUJKWS) was provoded the Division for movement of supplies across the
river to dumps on the far shore until bridges wore established, These DUKWS
also constituted an additional means of resupply should the air resupply
mission fail and/ or bridging operations be unsuccessful.

Supplies via DUKWS began crossing the Rhino by 1700 D Day. Based on Certai
taotical reasons, higher headquarters cancelled the air resupply ahoduled for
D This required a shifting in the loading plan for the, DUKWs and a change
in the-ir traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as possible. It
al require'd the establishment of supply dumps nearer the cast bank of the
r r (originally it wasplanned to coneclidate these dumps with those establish-
ed for air rosupply in the vicinity of the-rcsupply DZ).
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By daylight D/I DUKNW were transpoi4 supplies pver tbe tiver in
quantities more than sufficliont to support- the. currant .epotatidno .DUKwS were
permitted to use the birdgo0 which expedited their movement materially

4o REPORTS OF SPRC AL STAFF

X oSIGNAL

Planning
Pfanning for the signal communications of Operations VARSITY began on 23

February 1945 when the Divisicn Qommander notified the Division Signal Officer
of the pending oporation0  The pIanning was divided into throe sectionsg
ground communications after the drop, supply and resupply p and communications
in the marshalling aroas0

Ao Ground Communication Planning0

(a) In order to insure good instantaneous communications upon
landing it was decided to set up five parallel radio nets to link the division
command post and the regimental command postso Four of these nets were to
be SCR 300) frequency modulated voice radio. nets0 and the fifth was to be an
SCR 694 net amplitude modulated with CW transmission0  The four SCR 300 nets
were sot up as followsc Not FD '3' Division Commander 0 Chief of Staff and 0
three Regimental Commanders; Not F!D 4*Division Gv2 and Regimental So22Ws; Net
FDt5' Division G=3 and Regimental S- 3 0s; Not FD-6-' Division G-4 and Rogimental
So41soo.oTheSCR 694 not waste servo Division and the Regimental headquartorso

(b) For radio communication to higher headquarters the Division
had two SCR 193 stations inXVIII.Corps nots and one SCR 499 in the re supply
not to First Allied Airborne ArmY°

(4) For radio communication to other headquarters0 the following
plan was adoptods

I To ist Commando Brigade (Br) and to ,the 15th Div headquarters
in the Division Command net FD Iho

To the 6th Abn Div (Br)b The 6th Abn Div furnished two 2Z
radio sets for the lateral link betwen divisionso

(d) An SCR 193 not 0 and SCR 3)0 link and an SCR 610 link furno Q
ished communication to the Division Rpar headquarters on the west bank of

the Rhine Rivoro

(e) An SCR 399 link was set up for radio communication to the
Di visi on Base0o

Radio teams of two to four men ouch wore: used to accomplish these inlc

stal lati ens0

Za Wire
The wiro plan decided upon for the initial wire installation

was as inficated on Annex 20 To accomplish this installation for the airborne
echelon0 six five men teams 0 each equipped with jeeps with RL-3ls and eight
miles of WollO wire were taken in airborne0o The remainder of the Signal Co
wire section was incorporated in the ground echelon0 .

3o Othdro
The division SO was put out in two sections; an assault section

covering the period D to D/2 and a regular section which was carried by the
Division Signal Officer on the airborne operation and distributed on D/2o

(>o During the period I March to 10 March meetings wore held with
t roprosentatives of ther Second Army (Br),o XVIII Abn Corps 0 and the 6th Abn
IDX" (br)::to decide upon frequency assignments 0 cryptographic systoms 0 and
moans 'of individual recognitibn0 and to coordinate signal plans for the units
concernedo
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During the period 1 .March to 17 March all elements of the divisr

ion Signal System ran continuous rehersals simulating as nuarly as possible

conditions expected on the operation.

. Planning for Supply and Re supply

. supply carried by elements of the Division

To caro for immediate needs upon landing each unit 
carried a

throe day supply of wire, batteries andttubos.

To s'oppliAmont the supply carried by the units, the Division

Signal 0Offic or with throe glider loads of miscellaneous

signal oquipment went in with the air echelon.



2, Supoly by Air.Aerial resupoly for the division was to include three days of signa:sUp'lies of 612 tons per day, This was dropped as follows: Onecdays resupoly at
12O0 fl-Day and two days resupoly at 1200 on Dl. The division Signal Supply Off~'icer had three men 'and one 1/4-ton truck .and trailer to handle th s resupply.3. Supply by Ground.A stockpile of signal items conidered necessary for teplacementof anticipated losseswas established on'the west bank of the Rhine. Thesesupplies were to be delivered across the river by DUKMWVs as soon as practicbThe stockpile was established by the Division Signal Supply section and the t

U.S. Army Signal Officer.°. o.... st a h -

C. Communication in the MarshallingtAreals,"Provisions f rications in the marshalling areas were largelyassurmed by IX Troop Carra er Command. This left the division signal personnelfree for duties concerning the operation. IX Troop Carrier Command providedtelephone and teletpe systems linking all departure fields with the Division Cdeparture field, and also provided liaison planes for messenger service betweenfields,
Due to the relatively great distance between the departure fields and thenecessity of going through numerous switchboards the teleohone and teletypecommunication was not good. The liaison planes worked well .between the fields-that were closer together.

Operation
Imediately upon landing the division commanderts party which drooped withthe 5O7th Trachute Infantry Regiment, began to contact the units as they landed..Contact was establishedwith the 507th Prcht Inf Regt., the 513th Prcht-Inf Regt.,the 194th Gli inf Regt., the Division CP and Division Rear almost immediatelyafter landing. Radio commmnication was also established from the division C? toXVIII Airborne Corpsythe 6th Airborne Division (Br), the 15th Division (Scottish)with First Allied Airborne Army, and with Division Base# Contact was not estab-lished with the let Commando Brigade (Br).

Wire teams left for the Regimental Comm-and Posts as soon as they were recort-led and wire communication was established with the 513th ?rcht nf Regt and the194th Gli Inf Regt by 1830 of D-$ay. Wire was also installed to the 6th An Dv(Br) by 2000 on D-Day. Wire was comoeted to the 50th Prcht innf Regt and to theSDivision Rear C? on the west bank of the"Rhine early on the morning of D/l. Comm-unication was carried on to the Division Rear OP by improvised radio link usingSOR-3O's aid SCPr-6101s until the wire was completed.
M essenger service Was available upon the establispment of the Division OPat ap roximately 1600 of D-.Day. The first messenger run was made at 1000 wn WI.

4

...... 4S1.bt4Ation for the Division Rear CP had been completely estab-ftshed by d-1. A wire not linked all elements of the division west of the Rhinend functioned excellently. This net also included XVIII Airborne Corps CP. Wirerom this net was extended across the river to the Division Forward CP on D-Day.
The aerial resupply of signal equipment was not successful, One day of re-upply was dropped immediately after the division landed. This resupply was drop-d before the aitborne signal supply pcersonnel could ket to the DZ -and when theyived they found that the signal bundles were spread over a wide area and thatrry bundle had been opened by either friendly or enemy troops, Although muchthis resupply was put to use by our troops the division signal dump did not,ejve any of the aerial reaupply,
Ground resupplywas excellent. The signal dump provided on the west bank ofRhine by Ninth Army was adequate and the transnortation of this evision dump east of the River by DUR' Swas satisfactory. Ground resupnlyandicapoed to some extent by inadequate- e an tror n e1 ersonnel and transportation in the

lon signal supply section,
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Recommend at ions.
Based on experiendes in 3-Qpt tiM 'ARSITY", the following recommendations

are offered: ,.
1. Thnt no aerial, 'eakrl'ibe attempted until a site for a signal dump

can be 16cated Arid rmarked,
2. That wherelrer possible a high grade telephone and telegraph'system

be permanently inst oalled in the marshalling areas.
j. That voice radio nets using SCR 300's be used extensively for command

purposes at all levels.
4. That radio linlk A.nd carrier-equipment be provided for the airborne

signal company to make quick telephone and teletype communication possible
with higher headquarters.,

5. That a signal supply dump similar to that provided west of the Rhine
by Ninth Army be established near the airborne area.

6. That the diN"sion signal supply personnel be increased by three truck
drivers and three basics, and that -'three 2 .1/2 ton trucks be furnished to this
section:

2. ORDNANCE

Planning.
When the division returned to Chalons, France, it had just been through an

a rdous winter camiaign in the Ardennes. The XVIII Airborne Corps Ordnance Off-icer informed the Division Ordnance Officer on 14 February that it was desred
to have the division serviced as soon as possible. Ten days were to be allowed*for inspection and -repair- of armament and fifteen days for"' -ibection and reoair
of all vehicles. Additional personnel were.necessary to complete these jpbs in
the allotted time and these were supolied by the Comm Zone Ordnance-Section as
follows: '3 officers and 24.men for small arms, 12 men for artillery, eight menfor instruments., and a heavy, automotive maintenance company. Thus implemented
the airborne ordnance company processed 800 vehicles in fifteen days, and com--
pleted other necessary ordnance inspection and repair in ten days.

The XVIII Corps (Airborne) Ordnance Officer made general arrangements withNinth. Army for ordnance support during the operation. On .D-7 the division Ord--
nance officer contacted the Ninth Army Ordnance Officer and completed the foll-
owing detailed arrangments: o

ASP 853 was to be set up on the'west bank of the Rhine -River in the Vicinitya of Bonninghardt, Germany (A510530). This ASP was to be operated by Army per-sonnel. It was to be opened on D-3 and to have an initial and a minimum stockage
of 633 tons of ammunition; 500 tons for divisional units and 133 tons additional
for attached units. It was estiMated that this would rove suficie.nt for .. threedays. For the operation it was more than adequate,

*Arrangements were also made to have Army personnel operate the AS? on the
east bank of the Rhine which it was believed would be necessary to set up 4nit-
ially. Division OG-4 made arrangements to ferry 4725 tons of ammunition across
the river in DtUKWrs 3 An additional 200 tons of ammunition were loaded in org-
anic and attached vehicles

The necessary additional maintanance and supply personnel and equipment
were attadhed to the division ordnance company rather than in a supporting role.
Maintenance and supply personnel attached were as follows:' Maittenacne one Dlat-

oon or an ordnance MAM Co;, one eight man small arms Sectioio--ne 22 man artillerysection and one tank detachment of 21 men; supply- utcmotive parts section of
seventeen men, 3 parts vans and 13 trucks for an exchange pool of eight 2 1/2
ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks,

The Division Ordnance Offi'er and two clerks left for the west bank of the
Rhine to open the division resupply point on D-4, During D-2 and D-l, 72 DUKW's
were loaded with ammunition-and crossing oriority numbers were- given to each
one4  Three officers and 84 men who were to cross with the first 17 DUKjV'S*

The ordnance detail had supervision-of all CWS and Engineer equipment and
supply and extra vehicles west of the Rhine. This took considerable time from
the ordnance duties.
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On D--2 the Ordnance Co with attabhments lobed west bf the rikrer M during
D-;2 and Dl the divisibn suoply"seeti 6dew.ammunition and to'ddS4 3/4 ton
weaoons carriers which wete to be used &S artillery prime movers0  Arrangements S

were made to send an ASP reconnaissance party across the .river with the early
elements to select sites for the ASP east of the river,

Operation
DcDay the tiUne of loading personnel on DURW's was. coordinated with. the

British Officer operating the DUKWvs park and': personnel were assembled there
at 1200 for loading on short notice0  At 1530'orders were received to mqve out
the first allotment of DUKW'so The Division Ordnance Officer acconnanied this
detail0 The crossing was made without loss and the patty arrived on the east
bank at, 19OOo As the reconn&issance party could not be lqcated the Ordnance.
Officer reconnoitered for 'a sump site, This wav located and the ASP opened"
east of the Rhine at 2230,,

/1 The Di'vision Ordnance Officer loca'ted Gv4 at the Divisioji OP it"
0900 and learned that the serial resupply for D plus 1 had been cancelledo,' This
made it imperative that mmnunition be obtained as soon as possible and it was
decided to get a bridge priority and bring over the division trucks that had..
b een preloaded with ammunitiono The Ordnance Officer departed for the west
bank at 1330P organized a convoy of approximately 100 trucks and returned and.
closed in the ASP at 0500 of D plus 2o

D/2 The Division Ordnance Company completed crossing the riv'tr at 0700 . ( -
and moved into the vicinity of Fluren (A528544) where it was deciddto remain
for 48 hours0  The Division ammunition section immediately beganclearing the
drop fields of ammunition0  This was initially set along the roads so that it
could be -i*cked up and taken to the ALSP at a. later time9  Ammunition recovered..,
in this manner amounted.to 56 tons, of which 2 tons was unservicable out of
the ordnance suoplies dropped0  It should be! noted that this, is. only a portion
of the ordnance suoplies recovered0  There is no means of determining the
amount of ordnance sutplies recovered and used by the line units that did not
clear through the division dump but it is believed that a very large perd-
eentage of the ordnance resupply was so used,,

Recommendations:
lo The complete inspection and repair of armament And vehicles prior to

an airborne. operation is strongly recommendedo The value of such inspection -

and repair Was proven by the negligable amount of maintance and repair both by
the land echelon and by the division during the operation02o Arrangements used on Operation VARSITY for grouha supply by use of,
DbKWs proved to be very necessary and satisfactroy0o However had ammunition
expenditures been very heavy it would not have been possible to'support t he -

division and attached troops with the number of DUKWs available, and it would.
have been imperative to supplement this either by providing more DUKVs- or. by
subsequent resupply serials by air0o

30 That, other supply branches such as OWS and Engineer furnish personnel.
for handling their own resupply0 ', ,

Planning
The Division Quattermster Officer setup, a daily air res'pply..of-gasoline

and rations sufficient to care for the air'lift plus a margin of safety for loss0

Provisions were made in the division glider it for 2QM Officers and 30
enlisted men with 3 T1 ton trucks and trailbrs to go forward with the. mission '"
of establishing a graves registration collecting pofht, thying out a cemetary.
forming evacuation parties and locating and assembling the aerial resupoly
of Quartermaster equipment and supplies "after it. reached the gtound0o
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Arrangements were made with Ninth Army to set up a dump of concentrated
rations, gasoline and oil west of the Rhino River at Bonninshardt, Germany.
The stock in the dump was to be maintained at the levels ptoscribed by division.
The number of DUKWs and the number and priority of crossings Was obtained from
the 12th Corps (Br)4 Within the divitidn the number of DUIflS and priority of
crossings was set up and agredd upon by Ditision G*4 and Division Quartermastor

-and Ordnance officcr.

The following personnel were attached and joined the gtound echelon westof the Rhino River: A graves registration platoon, with one service squad

attached and a service platoon of 2 officers and 98 men, of which 40 wore
attached to thu Qurtermaster Company and G0 to the Ordnance Company.

The amount of gasoline, oil and grease each vehicle was to carry was
prescribed by the Division Quartermaster Officer. Also prescribed was the

clothing and equipment to be taken and the number and type of rations each
individual unit and kitchen was to carry.

Arrangements were made to have FX rations i ssuoe)to the air lift in the
marshalling areas and to the sea tail in the concentr'ation area. Graves
registration points wore located on the west side of the Rhine River for
future evacuation.

Reconnaissance parties were assigned to ferry across the river with
* arly elements to locate dumps from which the attached troops and later the

air lift could be supplied. The first supply DUKAs loaded with gasoline and
attachedyorvice and graves registration personnel loft the west bank of the
river D &ay at 1530 and roached the east bank at approximately 1830. The
reconnaissance parties could not be located and a hasty reconnaissance was
made for a dump site.

The Quartermastor air lift landed in the proscribed landing zone and-
were assembled by the company commander with the exception of one glider
load which was lost due to enemy action. Duo to enomy action the company
was unable to got through to the area previously assigned for dumps, col-
ldcting points and the cemetery Lutil the following morning. Tnis delayed
the beginning of quartermaster activities by the airborne personnel by about
24 hours.

The DUIGYs could not get through to the air lift the night of D Day and.a hasty dump was therefore established on the cast bank of the river.

D plus I - Contact with the air lift was made othe raerning of D plus 1 and
a collecting point and cemetery was established. The D Day air resupply had
apparently been successtul and the D plus I aerial re supply mission was
cancelled. Rations were sent across the river by DUJOVs and a convoy of
12 QM trucks with gasoline and personnel and three weapons carriers of the
graves registration platoon were brought across the bridge.

D plus 2 - The tactical situation had cleared considerably and the bridges
across the Rhine were now completely laid out but no burials were to be
made until absolutely necessary. The bodies had been collected and processed
and necessary records made. During the day the company moved to Wesel, Germany

and set up dumps and a collecting point there. More supplies came in by
DTJWs. Details searched the hattlefield for bodies. It was subsequently
learned that evacuation of the bodies would start on the following day (which
it did) and it was not necessary to perform temporary burials.

Re commendations:
it is believed that the system used proved to be generally satisfactory.
The supply personnel should be airlanded as near to the anticipated supply

installations as possible so thawt they will not be delayed by enemy activity
between their landing areas and the area of the installfations.

Aerial resupply subsequent to D Day was cancelled. It is not known
what percent of the D Day aerial resupply was used because much of it was
collected by the line units, however, it is believed that a high percentage
of the supply was found and used by the line units *ithout coming through
the quartermaster depot.
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4. IEDICAL.'

Planning.M.... Aftera careful map'and aerial phQtograph study a clearing station site
was picked in the western part of 12 11N" (203464).

A dry run was hold on all surgical tents and equipmont and medioal
supplies and equipment were inspected to insure servicability.

Arrangements were made for two General Surgical Teams, each consisting
of two officers and three mon1o be attached to the division for the operation.
These teams were attached' on Dminus Ii. One Medical Liaison Officer was sent
to XVII! Abn Corps and ,twoDDMS were sent to the XII Corps (Br).

Plans for the evacuation.of patients by glider were made with Troop
Carrier Command but non were used during the operation.

Organic ambulances of the 224th Abr Mod Co were given high priority in
the river crossing plans. It wab plonned ;o establish the division clearing
station immediately and hold all pat.ienrts there until- such time as the organic
ambulances could join the airborne e3rirflo5q At such time patients would be

evacuated to a holding Lnit on the eas- bank of the Rhine River. This hold-

ing unit was to be furished by Ninth Army. Patients would then be evacuated
across the river initially by DUTs and later, when possible, by use of bridges.
Ambulances and persor.nel wore dipatz1hod to'the west bank of the river and
arrangements were comioted with Ninth A rmy, for the necessary holding person-
nel as well as DTJKIs and priorities for the:medical vehicles and perso;nnol
to cross the river.

The Division Medical Company attached 'one officer and three enlisted men
to each Regimental CT. Each officer was furnished a ton truck. All of
these liaison temas were glider landed with the 194th CT. In addition, two
enltsted men jumped with the 513th CT as liaison men.

The equipment and personnel of the Division Medical Company, the Division

Surge.ons Office and attachments were loaded in 53 CG4A1 gliders. 25 gliders -.

carried Tton trucks, 26 carried trailors and equipment and 2 carried medical
equipment only. Personnel in the airborne lift included 30 officers and 2700
enlisted men from the Division Medical Com'any, Division Surgeons Office,
attached surgical teams and the Division Chaplain, Two medical officers and

three enlisted men were assigned to land echelon and one medical officer and
3 men remained at the base camp.

Supply.
------ orma1 medical .supplies were carried in combat loads. In addition all
gliders carried one litter and two blankets as extra supply. All airborne,
personnel were furnished with packet, first aid parachute; Carlisle Dressing,
Sulfoadiazine wound tablets, by "iledica. compatt on D minias 2 atb the marshalling

Operation. ,
.. Thmdial serial landed in DZ "N'. at 1225. This was the sane landing

zone at which the Engineer Battalion and Division Headquarters and Special

Troop units landed and waa the last serial into that larding zone, The medical

gliders were not marked with red crosse s or other identifying markings. The

medical gliders were taken under fire from,, flak and small arms fron the Rhine

River to the landing zones. The landing area had not been cleared when the

medical serial landed, resulting in heafy losses in medical perconnel. Losses

included two officers killed and one wounded and one enlisted man missing

out of one of the surgical teams, Approximately one hour after landing the

clearin; s"yation was. set up in the preselected position and casualties were

immediately received. Members of the remaining surgical teams proceeded to

operate on the mast serious cases.
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The total number of casualties tbeated during the day was 394, including
117 seriously wounded, 175 slightly w6hnced and 33 injuries. The following
major surgery was performed: Sucking Woijrds 7; compound fractures - 8;
abdominal cases - 6; moxillo facial

The ambulances had not been abl& : t through to the clearing station
and no evacuation was possible on D"y.

German orisoners were brought tb t. he iearing station to abt as litter
bearers and to dig fotholeS and littitt trenches for patients, German medical
personnel were given medical bupolies and emoloyed-t6 -£tra -6V w-ed. " .....

Due to landing on fields that had not bben cleared the division medical
serial suffered the following casualties; -IA - 3 office n&.-.nlt men;....Aw-
2 enlisted ment WIA - 3 officers -23 enlisted men and injured 2 officers -
2 enlisted men. The division medical serial lost 2 1/4 ton trucks and 4.trailers
destroyed by fire on the landing zones.

D~l - The ambulances were ferried across the river late on D-Day and were
met on the east bank of the river at 0800 of D/l. They were immediately led to
the clearing station through some sniper fire and evacuation from the clearing
station to the holding unit on the east bmk of the Rhine began at 0900'

During the day-the clearing station received 270 casualties consisting of
163 lightly wounded, 53 seriously wounded, 21 injuries and 2 diseases. The
evacuation of casualties was progressing very satisfactorily.

';171 The division was displacing eastward and a holding unit from an army
clea ing company moved up. to care for the non-transportable cases in the station.
One platoon of the Division Medical Company then set up a station north of Wesel
at 1300. A total of 210 wounded PW s wiere evacuated by mnbulances, trucks and
DUKWts. Captured German vehicles were utilized to evacuate some of the wounded.

Total casualties for the day were 351 broken lown into 208 lightly wounded,
79 seriously wounded, 30 injured and 11 disease cases. 22 of the cases were
allied and one enemy. More ambulances were received on the following day when
ambulances from an army ambulance company and an army collecting company joined
the airborne elements.

Recommendations
1. It is believed that the employment of the Medical Company in operation

"VARSITY" was sound and that it proved satisfactory.
2. The high casualty rate suffered by the medical company might MWCebeenreduced by a later landing or a landing in a field previously cleared by an

infantry regiment.
3. The advisability of displaying the Geneva Red Cross on equipment and

gliders should be decided.

5. Engineer

Battalion air lift personnel located at marshalling area at field A-50.
Personnel departed for gliders 0645, Troops in high spirits. Personnel in
gliders 0745. Tow planes and gliders began taking off 08l9, continued until
0910, Battalion consisted of two serials; first consisted of seven of nine

Battalion'headquarters gliders, twenty gliders of Company C and ten gliders of
Company A, twenty gliders of Company B. :Serials were seven minutes apart. Flight
from A-50 was very rough, but uneventful, First serial after crossing the Rhine
River encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire. Landings on LZ N began at 241200.
Immediate contact was made with the enemy. Second serial also encountered heavy
anti-aircraft fire, began landing seven minutes behind first serial. Landings of
both serials were in general on the correct LZ t s hlthough -widely dispersed.

Mission of the Engineer Battalion ws to clear and defend LZ N from armoured
attack from the'North. Since LZ N was along the North flank of the 513th Parachute
Infantry sector, the engineer battalion was initially attached to them for closer
coordination for defense of area.
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Engineer plan was to land in ftwo separate LZ's within LZ N. These LZts
were designated as LZ I ahd LZ 2 The first serial was to lahd in LZ 1;
the second serial in LZ 2. Companies were to clear area by moving along
predesignated routes and take up position" at the North or Northeast. The
plan, in case of any attadk from the North or Northeast which the battalion
would be unable to stoo, was to ise. left limiting point of battalion sector
as a hinge point and swing back to the West -to the railroad, to hold there
at all costs,

Because of wide dispersal of gliders upoen landing, assembly was by
small groups of one or two squad size, Thesetgrolins moved to their assembly
areas al7ong oredesignated routes. Snuad leaders and platoon leaders were
extremely aggressive using vihaGv men they cou,.ld immediately gather and move
on towards their objectives and assembly areas.

Comoany "Al, havIng landed in'two separate LZ's, had the most difficult
assembly problem,, Company A was assigned mission of clearing Southern iart of
LZ N and was to protect Battalion CP and re main in reserve oosition in that
area. While still -in the air, flak shattered the arm of the CO of Compwny A,
and CO first platooi-, irding with' the 10 i..ediatelytookcharge. Company A
under the direction of i:ts now 0,. asseibled at location oredesignated for the

Battalion CP, cleared and sot up def nse of i area. Company A, while assembling
encountered small strongpoints and snipers Which they neutralized and captured
85 PWs.

Company B landed in LZ 2, contacted enemy immediately, Gliders of Co B
were landed in close platoon patterns allowing assembly by platoons to be ipre
readily accomplished. The platoons moved out along predesignated rottes to
clear Co Bts sectcr of LZ N and set up defe'nsive positions. While clearing
area, platoons becan.e engaged by strongpoints, set up in houses and barns.
These strong,-.por,'ba were completely neutralized with -grenades and small arms
fire, and prisoners captured. First plat'on, Co B and Co headquarters capt-
ured a battery of .C53 howitzers with amununition, transportation and personnel.
This battery had been set up in a farwhousd with its transportation and anmun-

it:on, three half-tracks three 1 1/2 ton trucks, one sedan, one land oar, two
vo1-.swagons. two mt, orcy.s.J.es, Co B's estimate, at this time was 20 enemy killed
95 EW-' navhured, Lazer in the day, one platoon of Battery C, 155 AA Bn att-

ached 5131h Prcht Inf; bock up positions in and around Co Bts sector, and fire
plans were coordianted between these two units,

Company C landed in LZ 1, contacted enemy immediately. Co C had the only
glider destroyed while in.flight. This glider loaded with demolitions, re-
ceived a direct hit from antib_-aircrafT fire 5n d exploded*in mid-air. Gliders
were so widely dispersed that assembLy wss0 by squads9  Movement to assembly
areas took place in small groups. Co C had cleared its sector of LZ N and
assembled in its oredesignated nosition by 1700. At this time 18 enemy '

killed, 75 captured.

One of the two gliders carrying the Battalion medical cersonnel landed

immediately adjacent to a German house sheltering forty German soldiers. This
glider received terrific small .arms fire a nd a direct' hit from mortar fire.
The medical officer and staff sergeant escaped unuh~j.-t. but their driver was

killed and burned wit"h t het'dedr Al ong ith t h e idcr the medical jeepw.Uh heglde Aong m.d.talthe n r,
ambulanco and a great share of battalion medical su ries were ,ned., With
equioent from the other medical glider, the battalion surgeon set up &n aid
staticn and.mmediately began treating casualties.

Battalion CP was established at 1630 in building previously selected
from an aerial photo, Cc's had all accomo,.ished iitial. mission and were in
defensive positions at 2,4 1, Counterattck plns which had been dram
ip days prior to the operaticn., were rechecked, Wire parties were busy laying
wire to all companies and to the 513th Parachute Infantry CP. Radio contact
was established as a .precautionary measure in case of wire failure or sabotage.
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At 2300, Co B reported an enemy-force estimated at platoon and a half
strength in their vicinity and heading towards left of battalion sector. At
2315, Co B was attacked by this sa)ne force. Machine gunners immediately in

- the path of the advancing enemy held their fire as the Germans moved across
the moonlighted patch of open groupd. When the lead scout was only fifteen
yards away, the nmchine gunner and- all the pJiaoon opened up on the enemy
force. Those enemy not hit continued aidvahcing in fanatical fashion until
several white phosphorous grenades: fell in theit midst. The few still stand-
ing broke and ran for the *06dsl 4he killed 15, wounded 23, captured 30.
Our casualties none.

Co A, outposting Bathalion CP captured prisoners constantly throughout
the night. Small pcx;kets of the enemy, trying to get back to their lines
kept running into Cc XIoVzposts. Up until 242400 March, Co A captured 30
more Germans.

Co C reported all ',iot In their vicinity up until 242400 March.-

Totals for tho day showd as follows:
For the 139th.Airborne Engineer Battalion:

7 KIA
14 SWA
1 SVA
3 !MA

* For the enemy:
63 Killeda: .23 Wounded

:3 3.15 Captured
12 Enemy vehicles captured

.Results of glider landings:
. Out of 69 gliders landing-on LZ "N" and 5 on LZ's

i Loaded with demolitions exploded in air
3 Were destroyed by enemy action after landing
3 Crashed landed and loads were lost

15 Crash landed but loads were secure
Remainder of gliders landed intact with loads secure

D plus 1- At 0130, Co C reported in to Battalion CP that they were receiving
light counter-attacks by group estimated at two squads. Attack was success-
fully repulsed with 6 enemy killed and 15 captured. Our casualties, none.

At 0230, Co B reported by radio that their wire had been out. A wire
team was dispatched from the company and at 0330 phone communications were
again e stabli shed.

Co A outposts continued to bring in prisoners from groups trying to
infiltrate through our lines back to their own. A IJT stockade was set up
near Battalion OP and every time a sizeable number accumulated they were
delivered to the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment EWE.

All companies continued to hold their defensive positions until around
250900 M arch, when Co A was ordered to send two platoons to collect bundles and
unclaimed glider loads from 12 "W' and establish a dump of this material near
Battalion C? ,

One squd of Qo A was dispatched to Division C? to repair road in that
vi ci n ity.

one platoon of Co C was ordered en mission of collecting bundles and

glider loads along with Co A.

Two platoons of Co C and all of Co B remained in defensive positions.
Co B assigned their mechanics the task of getting captured vehicles in

working order.
All companies collected friendly and enemy dead and evacuated them to

the collecting point.
In conclusion, it should be remembered that the 139th Airborne Engineer

Battalion were the initial forces to land in this LZ. One of the missions of
the Engineers was to clear this field in order that other gliders might land
in comparative safety.. For several hours the Engineers were placed under
heavy enemy fire. Every house, patch of woods and haystack had been fortified
by the Germans. This area was cleared rapidly and with amazing agressiveness
on the part of the troops. The officers and men of this organization advanced
upon houses (approaches offered little cover) and were forced to use grenades
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to. clear the houses 0 Instances of hand to hand combat between our forces, and
those of the enemy occurred. We are."overy,.,proud of the courage and devotion to
duty shown by our troops during this trying time0

6o .0 o,, , ",

Planning

During this Phase of the operation the' DivisionAdjutant Generalrs Office
conducted" schools for Adjutants and Personnel Adjutants in Battle Casualty
Reporting, and assisted in conducting unit. schools for company commanders,
first sergeants and other key non-commissioned officers0  Printed morning
report data form"s and rosters were distiibuted. Mimeogranhed forms for battle-
field oromotions, awards, re-classification of officers, and oersonnel rosters
were given units to facilitate administration .roceedureso Conferences were
held with the Division Surgeon and Division Quartenmaster to insure coooeration
in the submission of Medical Rports and Burial Reoorts9 In addition, the
Division Adjutant General and the Assistant Adjutant General in charge of battle
casualty reporting made a trip to Ninth Army Headquarters, to which this Div-
ision was attached for administration for the operation, to insure that Ninth
Army Administration proeeedures were thoroughly understood0

Mars hallinArea-

While at the marshalling area, the field control officers were instructed
to collect morning report data forms and turn them into the F,eld Control Offio*
cero The Field Control Officer was to turn them into an Assistant A Jut
General at the Base at Chalons, France, who in turn. was to forward tfem tothe
rear echelon for consolidation in the morning reports0  This was only partially
successful0, The Adjutant General's Office. proceeded overland with the rear
echelon to Sonnes, Belguim on 21 March 1945, and to Issum, Germany on 24 March0

Operations

An officer from- the Adjutant GeneralI's Office, and one sergeant were sent
into the operation by glider0  They had no, transportation and carried only a
few blank forms with them0 Their mission ,wms to collect morning report data
forms, and to return them to the Adjutant General of the rear echelon by any
means available until messenger service could be established0 They were to be
augmented as soon as traffic across the Rhine oermitted by-one warrant officer
and three enlisted men with two 1/4 tontrucks and.trailers, thus forming a
complete administgative section at the forward CP. This was not accomplished
during this ohaseo Due to the nature of the operation, few morning report, data
forms were collected during this eriod the first being due at 13090DI, t.be
carried to the forward CP by liaison officers. On E~l the units were moving 50
fast and were so heavily engaged that the system was not functioning onD/2 as
smoothly as it did one or two days later0 , ,

Conclusion~s

The adminstrative proceedgures as developed and out into oractice with the
exception of the collection oX morning, report dnta forms at the departure fields
'oroved to be sound and effective0 Very little adjusting was'necessary at any

time during the operation; As was anticipated by this office, few-morning ev
port data forms bearing battle casualties 1,were collected uhtil D/3, and after=:.
wards0 'This was caused by rapid movement, heavy fighting, and lack of t~an-
sportation for the officer from the Adjutant General's Office,

Recommendations

a,, That a conference be held with all field -control officers prior to an
airborne operation, and a definite understanding reached as to'collection and
disposition of morning report data fcnns0,'

b. That unless transport-ition be sent in with the Airborne Adminstative
Personnel, that the Division GA handle collection of morning report data forms

and other administration until the forward Adjutant General's Section can be
sent up overland0

•& rS2ht4
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7, SPECIAL SERVICE

?lannin&

The responsibility of providing recreational facilities in the marshalling
areas outside the Division Area was dlegated to each Corn Z section in which
the particular field was located, namely Normandy Base $ection and Seine Sectior
The division was responsible to provide only these facilities and-iersonnel at
Cise Base Fields, -Each marshalling area was to have movies daily, day rooms
with radios, games, boks, etc., one for officers and one for enlisted men.
Athletic equioment for various gnes was to be 'laced in the area forty-eight
hours before arrival of troops and courts and olaying areas constructed and
completed for use at th't time. Stars and Stripes were to be delivered daily
to the troops and gratuticus exrchange rations issued twenty-four hours before
D-Day. This planning was initiated through command channels and carried out
through the varicus base section Soecial Service Officers, The generaliolan
was procured through taUkirg with the Oise Base Soecial Service Officer, and
based on his past experience, he recoinended the proceedure explained above.
The procedure was carried out--the various-Base Section Special Serive Offi-
cers serviced the fields outside Oise Base, and the division serviced-the
Oise Base fields with personnel and both the division and Oise Base orovided
recreational equipment.

Marshalling

Upon arrival at the fields, the men had the following facilities available
at Oise Base fields:

Movies in a movie tent seating 500 men. Movies were held as often as- the
Commanding Officer desired. Latest movies that had never been seen by the-men

.,were shown...SAthletic equipment--soccor, volleyball, softball, horseshoes, and foot-

balls were av&ilable in quantities that any man could play games if he so des-
ired. Courts were completed and ready for use-when the men arrived,

Two dayrooms were set uo--both had radios, victrola and the latest records,
and the latest reading material. Stationery, both V-mail and other, was aviil-
able for writing letters. Mail was censored by Unit. Officers and turned over
to the Cnp CIC.

Loud speakers were set up in all mess halls and music was :olayed and news
broadcasts made during meal hours and whenever troops desired the service.

Operation

Conclusion and Recommendation

a. The Oise Base fields had adequate recreational facilities, movies,
athletic equipment and olaying areas, reading material, day rooms, and delivery
of Stars and Strjoes daily. WJhether this to'k place at the other fields wa s
impossible to determine, since the fields were too far apart to be personnaly
checked, This check would have to be done by plane.
*b. It is recommended that the Division Special Service Officer be inform-

ed of such an operation in time to visit each Base Section Special Service Offi-
cer and check each of the areas and each Base Section Special Service Officer's
plan for recreational activities while the men are in the -marshalling area,
Also provision should be made for the Division Special Service Officer to check
each field at least 24 hours before the men arrive and to make sure that 'all

equipmeant And personnel av-tailable for the operation are properly set up and the
plan for recreation at each field as originally planned is being carried out.

8, ROVOST MARSHAL

For a number of days prior to the actual alerting of the division inspect-
ions were made of both company and individual equipment to determine shortages
which were promptly bup'ied, Vehicles were checked and rechecked to insure
proper'working order. Prior to the departure of the division from Chalons,
France, the airborne group, which was held in readiness for some time, left for
the marshalling areas where they were briefed on the coming D-Day. Maps which
were issued were arranged and olaced in order.
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On 22 March 1945, that part of the Division which remained left Chalons by
motor convoys, which were preceded by 'MP motorcycles.and jeep teams whose functic
it was to control traffic at intersections of highways and through busy towns.

'The night of 2 March was spent at Sonnis, Belgium, where the INP teams were
on duty throughout the night handling and parking the convoys as they came into
the area.

On the morning of 23 March 1945 convoys were again on the road and headed
forward toward Issum, Germany, and here again the MP teams functioned as traffic
control and as gudes On arrival at Issumthe Division CP set up and the sec-
urity section of the upaoon took over the task of providing adequate security
for the CP.

At approximately 0330, 24 March 1945, D Day, the Division Provost Marshal
and a small detacbmen; of enlisted men moved forward from Issum towards the Rhine
River, crossing it in t7'uffalos" provided by the British and on the east bank of
the river set up a dispersal point for the vehicles which were to follow.

The Military Police which were included in the airborne element, upon landin
in the predesignated areas operated as infantry until such a time as the Division
CP and the PRE could be put into operation whereupon the usual Military Police
duties were carried on. The AUT section handled 693 Prisoners of War during the
first 24 hour period.

The overland element crossed the river in convoy consisting of several jeep
teams and immediately on arrival at the east bank dispersal point began the task

of patrolling, checking and marking the roads leading to the airborne areas.
Every effort was made to expediate the forward movement of vehicles to their
respective units.

Recommendations:
It is believed that the proposed plan for operation "VARSITY" was sound

and proved satisfactory.

9. MILITARY GOVERIIENT.

Planning.

Planning for the operation "VARSITY" took on two aspects: First, there was

the problem of what portion, if any, of the Military Government section would go
* into the operation airborne and what portion landborne and second, the planning

of actual Mfilitary Government operations after the section arrived in the battle
area, regardless of how it was transported.

With reference to the first aspect, the initial thought Was that there
would probably be a very small number of civilians, including displaced persons
of Allied nationality, in the area of the airborne operation when the landing was
to take place. No actual intelligence figures were available on what might be
expected, but previous reports had indicated that the enemy had followed the
practice of evacuating civilians as he withdrew. For this reason the first plan
drawn was to the effect that none of the personnel of the section would go into
the operation airborne, but would join the Division after it had been linked up

with ground troops. This was based, primarily, on the shortage of space in
gliders assigned to Division-Headquarters. This plan was changed later, however.
to provide forthe chief of the section to go into the operation by glider,
without motor transportation, and for one Regimental Officer to jump in with the
507th Parachute Infantry Regiment. The balance of the section, with all the
transportation, was to join the Division by land as soon as possible after the
landing, probably by D/2.

With reference to the second aspect of planning, it was apparently nedessar3
that the major portion of the actual contact with civilians would be done by the

troops themselves so it was necessary to put out instructions to the units in th(
form of a Military Government Annex to the Administrative Order. This provided i
the issuance to troops of spearhead notices written in German which directed all
civilians tb stay inside their houses until further orders. ITo plan was made to
evacuate civilians from the combat zone. The annex also defined the manner in
which civilians were to be treated and defined those civilians who constitute lay

ful belligerents. It also defined the type of records which were to be seized at
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what type of stores and warehouses were to be guarded It further outlined
billeting procedure for trQopso

The plan providef for posting of Allied Military Government .Proclamation Noo.
i in all settlements and tovns, but did not provide for posting of other Military

Government Ordinances and notices during the combat phase beoause of an inability

to enforce them0  It was not planned that any elaborate Military Government Syste

would be established, but rather that cmergency actions would be taken to elimoA

inate, insofar as possible, civilian interference with military operations0

No particular plan was made for handling Displaced Persons other than to

attempt to keep them in place wherever they were found and then direct them to Pa

DP camp which was to be set up in Wesel by British DP Detachment on D/2 or D/30

The plan further provided for furnishing "a M1ilitary Government Liaison Off-

icer to serve as liaison betwe oe'n the 2d British Arrmy and the XVIII Airborne Corps

(US) 0  This officer was sent to the 2d Army several days before the operatioh.

The 6th ?ritish Airborne Division had no Military Government Officer and

XVIII Corps ordered that one be furnished by this division for the operation,

the officer to be returned to us when XVIII Corps was to be withdrawn from the

operation. This-officer, with transportation,' was furnished several. days before

the operation°. The plan provided that hewould serve as M.ilitary Government

liaison between the two divisions as well as to carry out M Iilitary Government

work for the 6th British Division0

Generally speaking, all plans of the section were coordinated with the CI

due to the close relationship of activity between the tvoQ.

Mar shaling0
'-cT lndborne element of the section proceeded to the land marshalling.area

with the other landborne elements of Division leadquarterso .

In the air marshalling areas the three (,3) officers accompanying the air-

borne elements of the division made a thorough study of the terrain on which the

operation was to take place and received briefing instructions on the tactical

aspects of the operation. During this time a more thorough study was made of

the possible civil population that might be expected to remain in the area, thus.

permitting a crystallization of plans- of action that would be taken once they
arrived in the LZ and DZ.

Operation.
... Thethree (3) officers of the section who were airborne made safe landings
and proceeded to their respective Opts with the usual amount of enemy onpositiono
Spearheads handbills were posted and passed out to emny civilians, seen on the

roads or outside their houses0 Most of the first day was spent in getting to

the C?. In the 507th Regimental area and the 194th Regimental area collecting

points for D?' s were established on D Day and several hundred DP's and German

civilians were collected and held over night 0 On D/1 the GIG screened these

people and the German civilians were sent to their homes. The DP's were moved

to a collecting point near We sel, from where,.they were later taken into W~esel

and turned ever to the British MG Detachment for processing. 'The German civi o

lians, as a whole, were very orderly and offered very little trouble, There were

however, many more remaining in the area than had been anticipated. It was

appdrent that the enemy was unable to evacuate civilians to the rear* Conduct

of DP coliecting points continued for the remainder of the operation and every

effort was made to return these people to the farms dnd camps from which they

had come. One of the greatest handicaps to our attempts to pass out information

to them was the language differenceo Many of them were unable to read our handOM

bills which were written in German.

Early on D/l, one. jeep with a driver, interpreter and clerk from the land-

borne element of the section reported to Division Headquarters. This .trainsport-

ation enabled the chief of the section to co ordinate and supervise the Miitary

Government activities in the division area0
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Conclusions and recommendations

Some weaknesses existed in the initial plans of operation which hampered
-the actual fulfillment of the Military Government mission. The greatest of
these was the shortage of Military Government personnel and transportation
in the combat zone, The regimental officers were han4icapped considerably
,in their moving around and consequently were not able to accomplish all the
desired results. It was necessary for them to depend ont other units, who.
were also very busy, to provide interpreters and transportation. It is re-.
commended, therefore, that in future operations of this nature, organic
transportation and interpreters personnel be moved in by glider to supply
,the minimum requiremets.

A further recommnenrdation would'be that handbills, to be distributed to
civilians for initiaL. 1 stru tAous, be printed in as many languages as re-
quired. Th-is apprt,rc ,1 be the simplest ansLmost_.satisfactory means of .

disseminating Military G-cverxaent orders to civilians during the early com-
bat phase. The plan to have troops themselves pass out the handbills did
not materialize satisfactorily. The exact reason is not known but it is be-
lieved that a lack-of apireciation on the part of the soldier-of the value
to the soldier that woxild result by passing out the handbills, caused him
to take. a disinterested attitude. It is suggested that on future operations
special men from each combat company be designated for the specific job of
posting and passing out to civilians these spearhead handbills, Military
Government oersonnel will never be adequate to do this job initialy,L "Varsi.,veytial. i

'Duringhe first days of an ooeration such as_"Varsity, very little, if

any, of the specialized work of Military Government can be accomplished. B -&P

this is meant the establishment of civil goverhment, etc. The primary mission
then, wotld resolve itself into whatever action can be taken by Military
Government personnel to prevent interference by civilians with military
operations. This involves as rigid control over civilians as can be exer-,
cised, It is believed that Military Government activity in an airborne opera
ation on enemy soil should be given a relatively high priority and that com-
bat troop, cooperation should be strongly encouraged.

10. POSTAL

Planning

Mail deliveries were planned to cease upon the movement of a unit from the
division area. Mail was to be held at the base at Chalons until delivery was
possible after the operation. Preparation of mail for delivery was made at the
base -at Chalons. Each unit left a mail clerk at the base post office who assist
ed in sorting the -mail and tying it in company-or battery bundles. Then each_
units mail was put in separate sacks for ease of distribution at the ration
distribution point. For delivery after the operation, the division plane (0-47)
was scheduled to make a daily flight with Glass I mail to a forward field niear,
Venlo. There it would be picked up by a truck from the Division QM Company
and taken to the ration dump where it would be distributed with the rations.
It was estimated that one plane per day would carry all the Class I mail.

M arshallin

No mail was delivered to units in the marshalling area. Provision were
made by the..SOSfor mailing outgoing mail whch-was delivered to them.prop-.
erly censored. It was held by the SOS until the operation, then released.

Operation

At the termination of Varsity (D/2), no mail had been delivered due to
the' fact that the division plane was on another mission. However, mail was
delivered two days later and regular schedule. maintained thereafter,



Conclusions and Recommendations

A regular mail delivery service for an airborne operation is feaSable and
can be operated on a regular schedule subject ,to weather conditions. One
plane per day for Class I mail for a division is adequate0

It is recommended that this system be contLnued., at least for initial
phases of the operation, It is also recommended that a plane or planes be
set up with Troop Carrier Command so that the division plane is available
for special missions,,-

llo AIR COOPERATION,

Planning

Air coordination planning for Operation "Varsi'ty" was influenced by the

fact that the air coordination would be supplied by the Second Tac Air Force
(Br)0o It was decided that the air power could best be controlled by use of
British Air Liaison organization0  Experiences of Operation "Market" in which
a similar situation existed also supported this decision0

Three British "Tenacle" teams, composed of three enlisted men per team
and commanded by two British Air Liaison. Officers were. attached to the division
two weeks before the operation. These men were given glider training and loads
arranged'to transport the personnel and equipment, in the glider serialso In
addition, a ground controller team from the RAF was to land with the 6th Abn
Div (Br) and to make their way to the 17th Abn CP after the landing.> This
ground controller team was. composed of. two flying officers of the RAF, three
enlisted men and their equtpment,

Conferences on Ooeration "Varsity". were held with the ground controller
team, the tanacles and the air Staff of the division prior to departure for,
the marshalling areas.,

Two of the division VHF radio sets were crystalized on TAF channels as a
precautionary measure, Crystals of the 29th."TAC (US) were secured as it was
contemplated that the'division would come under US Ninth Army in the latter
days of the operation, and our air power would then be supolied by the AAFo,

Three Officers of the division air ground section were to come in by glider
with the division Headquarters. Two enlisted men, twQ ton trucks equipped
with radios and one ton trailer with an SCR 624 were included in the glider
echelon. The remainder of the air liaison section .was included in the ground
echelon.

Operation

Many preparatory missions were flown in coordination with Operation
"Varsity"0  These included bombing of nearby air strips, roads 0.tco These
missions were flown by tactical and strategic units and were not part'of the
air liaison section planning.

The air coordination was carried out as originally planned0 Fighter air-
craft of .the RAP made air strikes on D-day beyond the bomb line, The British
tenacles went into the operation early on WIl, controlling the air ,power through
a rear flight control, One British tenacle' officer and two tenacle teams

were lost with all of their equipment during the operation.

During the afternoon on D1 the ground 'controller team that had come in
with the 6th Abn Div (Br) made their way to the division CP and went into op,
eration controlling the aircraft directly,

During the o'eration the RAP gave excellent coop'eration to the division0
For the most part, rocket firing Tempests were used ahead of our troops0
The TAG R reports given by the RAF were also excellent, On the whole, air
coordination during the operation was superior, Strikes were delivered in
some instances less than ten minuted after the requests were radioed in.
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Recommendations

It is believed that the air coordination planning for Operation "Varsityt
wassound and the performance satisfactory.

Reserve personnel and equipment, particularly radio equipment was taken
an proved necessai due to casualties from enemy action and malfunction-
ing of equipment,

12, ANTIAIRCRAFT,

Planning

Division orders employed the battalion as follows with shown missions:

a. Battery "A? attached-to the .507th Infantry to provide ground defense&
for that unit. (Ant±i-tank

-b. Battery "B11 atched to the 194th Infantry; same mission.
c. Battery "C" attached to the 513th Infantry, sane mission.
d. Battery "E" attached to the 194th Infantry with the mission of giving

them 50 cal MG fire support on any missions given them by the regiment.
e. Batteries "D"' and "F" to come overland and join later.
f. Battalion Headquarters and Medics to go in with division by air.

The battalion ras allocated 84 gliders, these gliders took off from-3
separate fields and landed on two, i.e LZ1 "N" and LZ "S". Battalion Head-
quarters, Medical Detachment, 3 AT Batteries and one MG battery came in by
air; the rest by land.

Approximately 10 days before take-off the battalion received two (2) 75mm
recoilless rifles with ammunition. In this short time crews were trained fot
the rifles and they replaced two 6 pdrs. Batteries "B" and "C" each had one
rifle, This was to be thb first combat test for these weapons. They were
mounted on a standard MG' tripod which was in turn mounted in the rear of a
jeep. 20 rounds of ammunition, HE and HE AT mixed were taken in the" jeep'
along with a 4 man crew. By merely loosening a turnbuckle the gun and mount
could be dismounted and carried byt-hand. In effect this was a fast, hard
hitting airborne self-propelled 75mm rifle, capable of giving instantaneous
fire support to attacking or defending infantry.

Moving to marshalling areas, briefing and taking off were all according
to schedule.

Operation

The majority of the gliders landed in the vicinity of their chosen areas.Two gliders complete were lost, By 1600 Batteries "B", "C" and "B"' had.:
assembled joined their units and were in position. Battery "A" was not able
to join the 507th until the following morning. All units engaged the enemy
at sometime or another and took quite a few prisoners. On the night of D-day
Battery "B" successfully repelled a Gennan counterattack and inflicted
heavy casualties:

On D/2 Batteries "D" and "F" joined the battalion.

Re comrnndat i on s

The Abn AA Bn is in effect the division heavy weapons battalion and should
be used as such. It has enormous fire power and this should be exploited to
its full.

The 75mn recoilless rifle is fhr 'superior to either the 6 'dir or 57mm guns.
It is believed that is should be used to replce the latter entirely in the
Adn division.
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* * VARSITY HQ 17TH, ABN DIV
* Auth: CG 17th Abn Div * 1APO 452, U6 S4 Army
* Init: * 17 March 1945.
*'Date: 18 March 1945*

ANNEX #3 to FIELD ORDER #1.

SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. Radio Communication:

* a. The following orders will be observed:

(1) Radio nets FD4, FD-2, FD-%3, FD-.4, FD-5 and FD-6 will open on D-Day
at H-Hour or as soon as possible thereafter.

(2) All rdtu nt,- tt o-rat&2"n 24 hour basis> Stations will noto
- ieave net irlthour permission of the net control stationo,

(3) For composition of radio nets see Annex No. 1, Radio Circuit Diagram.

(4) The division radio officer will designate time for change from
day to night frequency on Circuit FD.-2.

2. Wire Communication:

a. As soon as the situation permits, radio communication will be augmented
by the construction of field wire lines, The Divisi6n Signal Officer,
will decide which radio statims will close when good wire communication
is established.

S b. All wire circuits will be tagged using existing wire tagging code.

3. Codes and Ciphers:

a. Codes and Ciphers as published in Assault SOI will be the only systems
carried on the fly-in.

b. Code names for Slidex Cards will be extracted from current SQI and

carried with the air lift.

4. Code _Signs and Headquarters Address Code Sign:

a. These will-be issued for a fourteen day period. When D-Day is known,
the code signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs wi±ll be retained for
a period D to P$2. The remainder will be destroyed before leaving the
ground, E~ ch holder of these items of 301 must pay particular attention
to t his point.

5. Authentication:

a, The Playfair method of authentiction as published in the Assault SOI
will be the only system used below division level.

b. Failure to authenticate must not be allowed to delay or stop the passing
of traffic on any net. When transmitting station cannot authenticate
message will betaken and plainly marked NOT AUTHENTICATED,

6. Security:

a. The absolute minimum of code sign extracts will be carried by individual
stations,

b. Full divisional code sign extracts will not be carried below regimental
level.
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VARSITY

7. Signal Operation InstrAtiohg

a. Regular issues of Stgnal Operation Instructions will be collected from
present holers two days prior to the movement of the airborne element
to the mar'bL- Ling areas or two days prior to the movement of the sea-
tail, (whit'ever l-eaves first) and will be turned over to a responsible
officer of the seatail An Assault SOT covering the period D to D$2
will be issued for Use during initial landing. On Di2 distribution
will be made cooverijng the period D--! . to D/7. By .7 new extracts
will have becn i-ssusd to bring regular issue of so: up to date and this
issue will be er i oyed from that point on. In the event it is impossible
to distribute tie £93 to W7 issue, D/2 will be used.

b. Necessary distribution will be taken care of by Signal Officer, 17th
Airborne Division,

c. Precautions will be taken to insure that regular issue of SOT is NOT
destroyed.

8. Signal Supply:

All requisitions for signal supplies will be handled through the Division
Signal Office at the Division CP.

iI

9. Communications at Departure Airfields:

a. For' Communications at Departure Airfields see Annex Number 2.

MILEY
CG

OFFICIAL:

MESSINGER

ANNEXES:
1. Radio Circuit Diagram (Attached).
2. Instructions for Departure Field Communications (Distributed separately)
3. Departure Field Telephone and TWX Directory (Distributed separately).
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* * VARSITY HQ L7TrUABN DIV ARTY* Auth: CG 17th Abn Div * APO 452, U; S. Ary* Arty * 18 March 1945* Thjt: ________*

* Date: 18 Marih 1945 *

ANNEX NO* 4 (ARTILLERY)
- TO

PO 1, 17TH ABN DIV

PO I:

Maps: GERMANY - Sheets 4205, 4206; 4305, and 4306; scale 1/25,000.
GEMANY r- Sheets 16, 36, 17, 37, 0GSGS4 507, scale 1/50,000.

I. a. See Intelligence Annex to FO 1, 17th Abn Div, 18 March 1945

b.*.See PC 1,..17th Abn Div, 18 March 1945.

2. Div Arty supports the attack.

3. a. 464th Prcht FA Bn: Initially atchd to 507th Prcht Inf: on reverting
to Div control to direct support 507th Prcht Inf. See Overlay No. i.

.b 466th Prcht FA Bn: Initially atchd to -513th Prcht Inf; on reverting,
to -Div.control to direct- support 513th Prcht Inf- -Sei Overlay No. 1.

c, 681st Gli PA Bn: Initially atchd to .194th Gli Inf; on reverting to
Div control to direct support 194th Gli Inf. See Overlay No. 1.

d. 680th Gli FA Bn: General support (Furnish direct support to 3d Bn
513th Prcht Inf. )

e, RA 53 (W) Div (Br): General Supiort.

(1) 133 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 464th Prcht FA Bn.

(2) 83 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 466th Prcht FA Bn.
(3) 81 Pd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 681st Oli PA En.

p x. (i) Firing chart: Germany 1/25,000, sheets 4205, 4206, 4305 and
4306!

( ) Prearranged fires -see Overlay No. 2 and Annex 4a.

(3) Forward Observer Groups: See diagram, Special Radio Nets,
Annex 4b.

(a) One forward observer from reinforcing artillery group will
be with each infantry battalion.

(b) One liaison officer from reinforcing artillery group will
be with each direct supoort artillery battalion.

(4) Metro Message every four hours starting at H$3.

(5) Division Artillery Liaison Planes:

(a) One plane from each direct support artillery babtalion wil 1carry radio with frequencies of reinforcing artillery to act
as radio relay provided all other means fail.

(b) All other planes oper.te under Div Arty Control.

(6) Special Liaison Instructions:

(a) 466th Prcht FA Bn and 690th Gli FA Bn will each furnish one
(i) liaison section to 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf.

(b) 680th Oli FA Bn furnish liaison section to 139th Engr Bn. 4
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. in tho zone sf t'le Sixth \irbornc

Jor.-- . ,., '

P70Q
P701
P702

_ _w . ...... - £703
£704

" !P705

P707
2708

Ir 1t,&1ont 4,. of she5o ts
to FO No. 1, 3r t;' , ,, Div wtv'., I.

3P'. 17th *di D)iv, I ;r 45
5, p

"704h.313

272'43 33l
262(11356
2 59 336
250143..>28

j,,2t(I%.3022<£ :44,..17

24kwr) 225"Ak.. .K..4

2 6,.. 32Lg.

27 , 34
272 79
26.05k. 502
2552434A7

2 5" ., .5 e

2 .O L.570
24Le21.336

2743-4

2 5 2~;r2559,3162

24;.. "419C
. 2303T

.2254.268
22314308
22p "96
2216)107
20P 3;138

!1-'"604
2295>.626
2348463 0:7
23(,'614
23 (K6t
24&3.I,722,-
250.3' 27
25.720,--
,.5, 4..725
2555: 766
25 60,7k.9
259:-A.800

D ivis-o (British)

Coor:in'-tos

219 4 -78816934616

18*-- k)677
1 &YtL/: .679

lO"3'7 20
20114755
20664 759
21114,('30

.wo-4'

.:'.r' /4



",ruc x ; . to %':.co 'w ny.. Qv.r ty., "o~ b-" o i . Io. 1j 1% 17i,. i.ti Div ;:t v ,.S r 45:Ui.X 4, irtillo-ry, to Q io. 1., .5 17;h -n Dlv, 1- ir .

Cone 7o

P709
P710
2711
2712

P713
P71T7j5

Coori~ intecs

212'848052.!<3477,8
"?1494t12
217

51: @43'01590/6:.50

e. Bo:e a .:;.,- one2,, Idrl o., aY~ 2K.? c ..I ....ea ..... o.? csi < " or. by a unit in -hoce
..s~ rT zone It ,"aes not zJ.:' ;,:;t..u. cle'r-:nco fxo- rtt-lioan, co.zndr ofb A tt .lio n in ir ct su p ort o C i hf un ,. , ;los c z oe t .s c1.0... it .. . : s C le zr

ee :.7y ha obt.,ioK d!ir'oct or .rou- 17t, v bn Dv .t. Co rex or Coris tillen o:.- ndrIV, "7111 Corps (,irborne).

T"0110 f o th, "ollotvin, ;rcsrr geri concertr.,: 700 to 715 nc1-.sv... h ?'.roC, '.hott c ", ,.oin sC 6th irborn.i .iv ion or ,o.sAtilTCr 0 o :ier, 'Ii Onris (.ir!.ornc), Ynt i.ly his c.errmico.ust beobt .~ t ro : Co r s ,rb i)1er o r. .:n-le , W l Co s C irxmc)l

I. TI, 'oflo:Inr1 ccc -  2-nts "il e us. by the .v,,or. rtlery, 17thi rhorrc Diision* It iv.roeIt'.tan.. ron i.s n sw -L U "i~h t ih lps'fe 0.ch" k l ,ntzbe use-,J by sua~,rt
rn' y part~y

Chock ?o .nt

2
3

il3

2306470-,r
25'/94 556t7!424744.d+,32.5

Desc )t iof

U.lul ing (Churc h)

Jo 1t2

0,7.1C I":

?1371

_Aq



frto

oxbtorne Unit
1i clude decig-

nation of Eerial

St5O7RogHq & Hq
C.

1st Ba507
G-2 Div Hq
Col Raff, Cmdg

2dBn 507
.07 Regt Hq & Hq

Lt Col Timmes.

• -3 d Bn 507

$ 07 Rjg4t Hq & Hq
Co

., Maj Taylor, Cmdg

A-4 Div Hg (-()
464 Praet FA Bn
Maj Gon -7ffoy,
Cmdg

&-&5 2d Bn 513
3d Bn (--Co H)
Lt Col Miller,
Cmdg

SAuth C9, l7th--A~rPDiv*
* Init: *

* Date: 17 March 1945 *

* *-** * *. . .*. * * * Opel

RAF

USTCC
Unit

PF Gp

438

.470

No,.
of
A/C

46

-:I - - ._ :_. . , . ., , , ,,,

No. of
Aircraft

(chalk)

1W3

ie
46

45 1-42

AtC I

434 45

313 36

.4 5

46-87

88-90

4-45

1-21
2a-36

Take-Off
Airfield

A-79

A-79

A-80

B-54

DZ

w

'7

iv

PX

Pag( I

..~ ?A~Z (~(PA ACuT)

FORM A,

ration "VARSITY"

Aircraft
Available
for
Loading

0

CH

E-4

0I

-P

$40

I.,

0

0

it

f Pages
j

Equipnent
Loadi ag
Compl 3ted
,by .

4-4
0

0

0

0

04

ca

Aircraft
Ready for
Emplaning

44

44
0-
0

M

0
w,

$4p

'I
:k

HQ 17TH ABN DIV
17 March 1945

Emplani ,ngp
Complete

0
A4
ct
0

I4

.E-4
0

0

*r4
$4

04f

/3

Time
of Tal
Off

Time of
LandingCI

'.4

I

Remarks

P 4racks

i

11

P/l61

6 racks - SOr drA

I,, It.

II 4 •I

Pcks.

)

-7---a9 .w. I, ...



4
HQ 17TH ABN DIV17 March 1945

&;a. ,?LI -borne Unit
i ud da sig-

on of serial
::t. n o

RAF
USTCC
Unit

Noo
of
A/C

No. of-
Aircraft
(chalk)

FORM A

Operation "VARS ITY"
0mlnn Timao Time o

Take-Off
.Airfield

DZ 2Aircraft
!Available
ifor
tLoading

Equipment,
Loading
Completed.
by

Aircraft
Ready for
Emplaning i-~Emplaning

Completedi

____ ____ ± ~____ _ 4 i Wow

%, If 513
6H t Hq & Sexv

., -Bn51

Cod. Coutts, Cmdg

Th v Arty Hq (-)
466 Proht bn
Prig Cen Fheipc,

.Crag

313

434.

36

45

37-42

43-51

52-72

46-48

49-90

Page 2

xiI

11

Xn I

B-54

A-80

t

£7 Pages

0
4-1

-4
0
-4

IDf

0
-4
t4
04

0

%Tl

.0-4

Time of
: ake"a
Of f

Time of
Landing

Ip/20

P 30

i '
C

E-

¢

c
-C+

S

-4

4.4
0

o4
4

0

0-4

O4
0H
tol

Remarks

o racks6 racks

6 rack o- Ser Ldr 4

K >4~~ A.~4

Arh MSVEINT TA4L(PAJcmn)

S

-A

4

0

$4

0
-H
S4

P4

0

I Vy.



*~t- t#

AIR MOVMENT ABLE ([qLEi

Operati on "VARSITY"

Airborne Unit
include desig'
nation oi? ser-
ial Co

-G-2 Div ig
I Rcn Plat
i24 Bn(-H1 Co

2d a. 1 (-1t GIIrn f

Lt Col qIewart,
* Cmdg

HqCo 2 d Bn -)
;Regt Hg
1 st Bn (-Co F(-)

j& Hq Co Ist Bu)
1194 Gli Inf
I Col Pierce Cmdg

1-lo tCo B
Hq Co 1st Bn
Rcgt Hg c (-)
AT Co 0) 194
G lii tnff

Lt Col schorr,
Cmdg

Lln AT Co&)
3d Bn (-Hg o3ct: Bi (-).) 194:
Gli Rn g

44P -WIN I * _V._ loomw--- _.W. MINAPkF No
USTC of
Unit A/C

NOo of
Gliders

No. of I Take-Off
Gliders Airfield
(chalk)

LZ Gliders
Availabl
for

W, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ns i c Prr m-M0 1.-- -- -2 InjI1. vtirnM - WW
-"----~- I o, - I . p .d M11d.44 4 4,- NO

Equipmenf
Loading
Complete4

Gl iders
Ready
f or

*Empla.ningCompleted
Time oflTime ot
Tak- Landing
ffI

Remarka -.

437 !40
4

* 1

437 40.

436 13
4 1

i f

f I

436

)BO2)

)8o

77,y.-,

16)
5)

)8o

59)

29)
.9) 72

)

29)
r

) 72

67;

1 1 1
1 2-3

4-8O

102-160

1-5
6-34135-4,3

44-72 #
73-77

78-144

A-58

A-55

S

S

S

S

Page 3 of 7 Pages

0

4-4

ca

0

0

$4

0.4

0

CH

0
I

0

s4

S
043

$-4

o

03

0

CH

0

0
43

,3

044.

(D

0
40
k,4
Cd

o04-3

$4
0

v-I

I:'I 
-.

HQ 17T 4 14NDIV
17 March 1945FORM A

P/36

P /48

P /60

p/ 70



i
(I S

AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER)

FORM A

ge ri - Airborne Unt.t IO .

No. include d-ir- USTO . of
nation of serial I Unit lIC
,C0

A-12 H o .3d Bn (-) 1 435 136
Regt Hq Co (-)
Regt &'ed Dot,
194 Gli If
jfl 1 Dot & '{ed fDlt I
SB t. ry B

!Btry E(-)
155AA. Bn

jLt Col Paddock,
Comdg

A-13 1Btryt (-) 155

1Bn 435 ;35

'681 Gli FY I l -
jH, Btry GD)

CLt Qol Koating

iCmdg

A-14 Jig Btry(-61
G1iFA 3m 439;36

1680 Gli FA3n(-
, Btry B(-) & Hq

IBtry H)
!Lt Col Oswald,
Cmdg.

I ,

HQ 17TH ABN DIV17 March 1,945

Operation f"VARSITY" f

No.. of . oPT.. .k...Of. i.......EquipmentIGliders jEmplaning Tim 2 7'0 Time o

GiesIirs'Ready 
Completed Take- Landing Remarks

Gliders kGliders Airfield Availableio.fr i Comnletedl for.Of

(chalk). for *CO b.61l if..

---V ... 1nr.-po-

26) 1420" A8 S
2) t27-38 . I

3) 72 .39-44
7) 42-48

21) 49-69

) 70-72
. .

i*

9) 7-1 r4 -e I 1 1 p/lo
CHH

73 3- 1170A

6) 1 48i

-63) 182-144 E-. C.

• 0 i 0 i 0

• i 4-" - 0. i

) 1 - S

65) 8-72 
,

Page 4 f 7 Pas Is I
$ I •

4L



(.
1~

AIR MOVEMT TABLE (GLDER)

HQ 17TH ABN DIV
17- Maroh-19.46

Operation "VARSITY"

orial IAirborne Unit
No. jinclude do sig-w

1nation of serial

5A Btry B(
-Hq Btry (-) 680

Gli FA Bn
ITrans 507
Trans 464
iSupplies (Engr)
Lt Col Kuhn, Cmdgs

16 !Rcn Plat
-UtTC Control
l39 Engr Bn (-
CoC, CoA (-)
'Lt Col Johnson
Cmdg

1-17 fCo C, Co A (-)l39'
E, ngr Bn
Btry A* -) 155 AA
Bn
Maj Mason, Gmdg

(., ..:.. A 1 Btry A(- )
*. Btry O -15 A Bn

Siv Hq()
ICo1 Liebel Cxdg

WAS t9 iv Arty Jq (-)
1517 SigooQo A

Col Gunby, Cmd

F, o. No. or]
USTCCi of' Gliders
Unit

4z9 38 7a24 I

21) 72

440 .45 2
6)

)452
37)

440 t45

441t 48

t4,!

48.

Ltd

32)-
13)

ii

I

45

No of rTak-Off
Gliders Airfield
(chalk)?

97'104:
J0OA112 5

7

8)
21) 48
19)

20)
a) 48

3

2

10-144•
2 1t

1-2 A-5O03-8 i

9-45.

2 1

L6-77 44-50 1

1-8 A-41
9-29
10-48

1-P20 g 5 of

,Page 5 of J

LZ Gles Equipment Gliders 'Emplaning
AvailableLoadingReadyfor Completed
ford fCompletedl bnplaning

gjby... • .. .

N INj 2

Pa ~s

Q

o
E4

0

0

4>
H

9o

0
4
P4

0

$d4

PS

0
44

Ad
0I

0

M

-r4

$40

o4-

$4,

0
CH

44

0

64

EA

043

J-f
0

0

o

FORM A

T im9 l
Take-

Off

j 2 . . -

a I

2 2

Remarks
Time of
Landing

P/ 120

PI127

P / 134 1

p / 141

I.-

mwI *

-- m,,I.

t

4



r
AIR MOVMENT TABLE (GLIDER)

FORM A

Operation "VnRSITY"

HQ-17TH ABN DIV
17 March 1945

carial Airborne Unit
No. include desig-

nation of sorial.
CO

A-20 517 Sig Co Q-)
224 Med Co Q-)
Maj Kermy, Cmdg

A-21 224 Med co (-)
Trans 513
Br Air Support

.G-4 Sup (01I)
Capt Kelly, Cradg

* A-Z2i. < Trans 466
G-4 Sup ( ,,)

:G-4 Sup (Orl)
,Phantom
'Capt Stewart;1
Cmdg

RAP No. No. of
USTCC of Gldier sUnit A/,

r 441 48

314 40

314 40

S . •

} I.

* ,

* I

6)
429 48

21)
8) 40
3)

14)
6) 40

19)

No. or f Take-Off
Gliders Airfield
(ehalk)-j

2-6 A-O
7-48

1-8 B-44
9-29

30-37
38-40

41-"54 B-44
.55-60
61-79

80

Page -I

lZIGliders
.Rvailable 47 Ready

for COmpleted for
N_. 1 La~ingS. yilIEmpn

I . IN 1

_

I
0

0)

OH

14

0

C)

!

4-4

. 4-4

0

.
o)

CH0

4-)
-3.4

0

o
4
0
.4

$4

oc

EmplaningTimneofl ITime, of
Completed 4Take-, !Landing Remarks

!P 14E

; p/148~

I.

a

4-4Q

-I
0

cs

o

043

$4
0

$4

0
t:

p / 162

7 Page 1

ii



4
AIAOVEMENT TABLE (PAPRACHUTE)_

RE SUPPLY BY AIR D -/ 1

No

I
.9-50

>51

k -53-52

&-54

A- 55

A-56
A- 56

A-59

OFF I C IAL&

Operations "VARSITY"

No . "iiEuimnAica
Airborne Uni-t RAF No. ofT Take OfC DZ AircraftLoading Ready for

', aIorl
include desig ;uiTCC of Aircraft Air fio14 Available Loading jo.a

i i ifor a g complete Emplaning

nation of serjinit A/c (chalk) Lfor I Com4 b ete

Resupply by 436 45 A-55
Air to 17th

Airborn'o ;436 45 A-5

Division

4 5A 
-4 8 - W

4 3 5 4 5 .
A 3 9

4 3 A .= 9
,-.0

45II " '

00

44500 Q

0r4

C 
I

440 45, -9 7

4391 40 A-391 0o

i441o 106 0 .- o i

uirrr.Pv

. C ,

FORM A

w)

0%
1224
1228

1236

1236

MESSINGER,
G-3

Page 7 of 7 Pages

HQ 17TH ABN DIV17 March 1945

Empa V"r TimeT imGOfot
Completed lof Landing Remarks

ITake

1200S1204

Iii

1 1208
1 Oj

0

I -, j 1212

M 1216.

- 1220

Cu

.U..i+ - - L

CG

\



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBO E DIVISION
APO452,. U,S. Att

Noi on Glider

2
3
4
5
6
7

8

ii

I
12
13
14
15,
16
17

18

19
20
.21

22

23
24
25

26

27

28

29
30
31
32
33

J~h SERIAL A-8lr .nfant ry 0-)
Yes No J S/AY Fak

Y e ' N o F P
No!X x
Noj Cx

No IC I

No X
No X Lane

Ces

No

No

No

No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No

X

x
x
X

X
x
x

x
IC

XC

Remarks

-~0 % O 4 % L.

Hit fence row - Load &
OoK
Crashed against fence.

& load OK 0
1 KIA, 8 W4IA

Landing gear disabled-
Nose crushed, hit stump
1 Gli Pilot, 3 EM- WIA

torn awa4
Personn6,

Personn

no brak(
& fence

x x

X Landed in tree, completely
wrecked 4 KIA, 8 8SA, 3 LWA

x X Landed in swamp, through fences
and over ditch, left wing 1/2
gone

IC

xIC
IC

UNIT
Co G

Hit fences & ditch, left landing
geat folded. Personnel & load

Landed on Air Field 17 km NE of
Brussels. ToW fitting broke looq

x

X Controls damaged in air, landing
gear shorn. -2 men casualties by
flak in air 'iglider load lost tc
enemy fire as men left glider.

Nose torn up, ran through
Load & Personnel O.K,

X Left landing gear folded.
pilot UIA

3 fenc

Glide

x XiKIA 2 WIA
x 2 WVIA.

X Control & tail shot away. load &
Personnel O.K.

A X Flak damaged tail.

x
37 No X Burned after landing. 6 KIA,

2 WIA and 2 escaped.
38 No X Tug plane hit, premature cut 2WI

qv ...Fngr.,gee ached ow, rlayPin air, Pilot & co-pilot KIA onIncl. #7A " "°- --

y

I

e
9
10
11

d

S

Co F

Co H

34
35
36

No
No
No

No

No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No

No

No
No
No

I

lina gear and f I nnr ,



HEADQUARTES 17TH AIRORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.. 9U A0M,

SERIAL A-8.°in~ktntry C-)"i :th Gi*_der' n:a tr

Abort 'iHita...Air
UNIT No. on Glider I Yes N 5  W _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Co H(Cont 'd) 39 ..- x. X 2 casualties.
40 No X Pilot & co-pilot hit in air.

42 No IC
43 No
44 No
45 No X,
46 No X X Crashed against boulder in swamp

1 casualty
47 No .X 1WIA
48 No X
49 No X
50 No X Hit tail of dead glider, load &

personnel O.K.
Hq Co, 2d Br 51 No

52 No I X xC
53 No X X Left landing gear shorn
54 No X Landing gear & nose smashed, hit

fence & telegraph pole. Load &
personnel O.K.

55 No
56 No
57 No Hit fence. Direct hit by Arty.

Glider burned i Pilot KIA, 2 KIA
& 1 WIA. tug wing hit & burning
when last seen.

58*No Direct hit by arty. 2 WIA
Glider burned. Load lost

59 No X Fabric torn up. Tug pland went
d6wn; in flames. Load & personne

60 No X Hit fences in pond nose smashed
load &'personnel O.K. Tug plane
burned,61 'No XC l WA by flak in air-l1ad O.K.
controls damaged.

62 No IC IC Left wing 1/2 torn away, 1 KIA
* Right wing nearly shot off in

air, no control
•63 No IC Tug plane shot down
64 No IC fit fence and damaged fuselage.

Load and Personnel O.K.
65 No XC X Glider shot down 9 KIA, load los
66 No XC
67 No IC 6 WIA. both wings torn away

load o.k.
69 .No IX
69 No Hit fences in landing.
70 No X Hit fence
71 No X Lost landing gear on fence
72 No X iWIA by flak in air
73 No X Tail damaged, Load & pers O.K.
74 No I X x'
75 No . X Hit tree losing left wing.
76 - No X X Hit 3 fences. 3 WIA by flak in

air.
_ Fon glider lan ings see attached overlay.

t~ncl 1771



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-8
Ur 194thGier Inxantry}-)

I__Abort Hit in AirjNo. nYes No S/by Flak Remarks

Hq Co 2d Bn

(G-2, 17 Abn

-77

78

79

80

For

4.

No

No

No

No

X Landing gear shorn off. Load 4
Personnel O.K.

X Nbs6 smashed. Load & PersonnelO.K.

Load consiaing of Gli Pilots, 1
0. 5 EM lost. Load lost & per.
sonnel reported killed after
landing.

X K Glider crashed. 2 Casualtiesi

7lider landiks see attached overlay.

Incl. #7A



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-9

_________ ____________ 14h-Glider Ynf':tnbryv~
Abort Hitin Air

UNIT No. on Glider Yes ITo s'# Flak Remarks
Co E. 81 NC X K ]. 3VIA by S/A ili air

8 ITo Jx Larding gear shorn on fence
Load & Personnel O.K.

83 ,No jxK G1 der hit two fences
84 No I X Landing gear shorn by fence
85 No x
86 NoX X
87 No x Left wing damaged by tree-taifI

& nose damaged by fence. Lod
& Personnel O.K.

88 No K X Nose crushed and wings shorn
by telegraph pole. 1 WIA

89 No x X Tail damaged by flak in air
90 No j KHit fence
91 No Left wing lost by hitting wire

& other gli. Load & Pers O.K.
92 No K x
93 No K x

Regt'l Hq 94 No X Hit 3 fences eo olevated road.,
Damaged tail& right wing. Pers
& load 0, T.

95 No K K Fuselage damaged by flak in air
Personnel ,x Load O.K.

96 No K X Hit fence
97 No K X
98 No X Tail damaged by flak in air,

I crash landed. Damaged landing
gear & wing 1 EM received cuts,

Co A 99 No Gider burned. Cause unknown.
After good landing, per5 cap-

'turd or killed.
100 No K 1 VJA by S/A in air.

101 No Landed NE of Autobahn.Load lost
to eneny.Personnel OK 2 back,
3. hospitalized in England, 12
killed, wounded 'or captured.

102 No
103 No, K Tug ship hit, and crashed,

causing glider to misa LZ,
104 No Tug ship hit, and crashed,

~causing glider to miss LZ.
105. No Nose hit river bank in landing

~~2 Ol1E LLWA

106 Yes - Faulty controls - on long two,
couldn't stay in position -
landing gear smashed in landing
I WIA

107 No
108 No K I wing torn off by tree in

landing. Load t Pers OK
109 No
110 No X Right wing hit by flak-lost in

landing. Load & Pers OK
lil No X Crushed nose of glider due to

soft ground.Load & Pers OK
0l.No K Tit fences losing both wings.

Bottomof gli torn out.All OK

b6-



JEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U1. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-9

194th Glider Infantry (-)

Abort Hit in Air
UNIT No. on.Glider Yes .'No z Flak Remarks.

CIO C 11$ NoNose damaged by fe ce s
114 No Landing gear damaged cue to

I• soft ground
115 No X Control damged by flak.Land,

ing gear shorn & floor damaged
due to landing in slip. 3 LWA.

lit Load & Pers OK
116 No X Wings damaged by flak. Load &

Pers- ON
1it No X X Controls damaged by flak.Left

sides wing & nose damaged by
hitting fence& plowed field,

Load & Pers OK
.118 No X Tail damaged by flak.Nose dam-

aged on fence post.Load &PersO
119. No Wings damaged on trees. Load-

& Pers OX
120 Yes Long tow.Left ship slipped win

into tow & comt line.
121 No X I EM VIA, by S/A in air
122 Yes 3 KIA I DOW i SWA -Balance of

Pars MissingLocation of Land- '

ing unknown.
123 No Nose daaged on fence.Load &

Pers OK
124 No X Hit fences.Load & Pers OK
l25 No X
126 No X Left wing damaged by flak.Land

ed on left side & wheel. Load
& Pers OK-

Co. D 127 No X Wings & Nose hit fence.
128 No X Nose & wiing hit fence.
129 No K K Landed on nose due to soft 2

" ground. toad & Pars OK
130 No K K
131 , No K K banding gear shorn due to

• plowed field.Load & Pers OK
13a No K Landed OK S/A injured controls

slgtly. Load & Pars OK
13 . No K Landed on nose due to soft gro'

S nd,Gli cut loose by flak.Co-
pilot & 1 EM KIA b'y flak

134 No x x Hit fence without damage.Laod
& Pers OK

135 No Glider landed in ditch nose in
ground, Load & Pers DK

136 No x x Tail danmaged by fence in land-
ing Load & Pers OK

137 No K Nose damaged due to plowed fie d
flak in tail section.

" 138 No x Flak hit near fusilage and tai
section. Gli landed OK

139 No Hit two fences-aft cargo dam-
aged. Load & Pers OK

140 1No~ Kx tace
-___.... For glider landings see attached overlay.



IEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-6

194th Glider iTnPantry (-)
Abort Hi f nAir

UNlT No.ak ak
141. No X Flak hit wing. Nose damaged by...

hitting fence. Load & Pers OJK
142 No IX X ,Hit 3 fences. Landing gear shorn

I wing damaged. i EM wounded ir
Jeep. 0do-Pilot wounded on landing143 No X Flak hit midsection in flight&r,''

Load & Pers OR144 No I x X Landing gear shorn upon landing,:
Nose & wing damaged by collision
with telephone pole. Load & Per's
OK

145 No x
146 No X Hit fence & farm implements.Land-

ing gear shorn and tail damaged.
Load & Pers OK

147 No x Flak shot off tail.Glider lande4
OK 9 WIA's from flak.

148 No X Hit 2 fences upon landing. No
serious damage.

149 No x X Hit glider in air, then wire line
slider wrecked on canal bank du,
to loss_ of control. 2 0's, 1 E t
wounded. Load & ammo broke loos.e
and lost,

150 No x-
161 No X
152: No x X Upon landing lost 1/3 left wing .o

tension tower. Hit 2: fences teari
out rear section of floor. Load
& Pera OK.

153 No X Left wing hit in air, Tail hit by
flak. Load & Pers OK

154 No X155 No IC Wings torn off on trees. Load &

Pers OK156 No Landed on fence losing nose and

part of floor. fond & Pers OK157 No Two lifts, fir st abort & landed o
• " home field. Zd lift OKKeeon Plnt . 158. N0  .

159 No
Regt'1 Hg 160;. No IC IC Wings hit,Crashed landed.Collided

with glider 50 ft fr ground l osin

one wheel. Hit other glider w/wheel Ran thru fence. Load & Pers

OK
For gliler landings see attached overlay.

_ _ _ _ I



TEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-1O
194th Glider Infantry (-)

Abort Hit in Air
UNIT No. on Glide r Yes No S/A Flak Remarks

AT Co.

Co B.

AT Co.

Co, B4

AT Co.
Co I.

Co. B.

Co I.

Hq Co 1st B

Co I.

Hq Co lst
Bn

Co I

Hq Co 1st
En

Co. 1.

Mq Co 1st
En

Co I.

25

26

27

28

29

i
2
3

4

5

7

8

9
10

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22
23
24

x
'C
'C

'C

Pilot KIA, 2 EM "IA.
i EM injured,
Landing gear shorn. Landed in
meadow. Load & Personnel O.K.
Hit fence, bottom torn out. Load
and Personnel O.K.

x Flak hit jeep in air. Pilot &
Co-Pilot killed on ground.

x Controls hit by flak in air.,
tvings and nose gone. Pilot &
Co-Pilot hit. 12 ,i YIA (8 E
evacuated).

x Landed in orchard. Glider
wrecked. i E" Injured and
evacuated.

x

No
No
No

No

No

No

No

No
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
No

No

No

No

No
No
No

No

No

No

No

No

air. Glide
ding. 1
ug shic0

x

x Co-Pilot hit on ground. 1 0,
2 RMT hit in air. Load O.K.

x x Pilot vounded in air. Load and
Personnel O.K.

x Hit fence, sheared gear & botton
riooed.
On landing direct fire burned
glider. 201s, & 7 EMI KIA.

x x 1Rf WIA
x x Landed in swamp, wheels & right

wingtip off. 2 KIA, 3 'IA
x x Right wheel off due to soft

ground. Load & Personnel O.K.
x x Hit fence, telephone poles &

wire. Glider wrecked. Load &
oersonnel O.1%. s

x x Slight nose damnage, due to softi
field. Load & Personnel O.K.

S x 1 1 KIA, 4 vIA. Load O.K.

x x Landed in orchard, right wheel
- lost. LoaRa & Personnel.O.K.

x x 1 W' hit by flak. Pilot hit by
sniper. Landed O.K.

x x 2 I caaualties. Glider burn-
ed upon reaching ground.

x
x

x
x

x x Landing gear shorne, landed in!
soft field. Load & Personnel 04K,

-11 Wmaomwwowdoaou I-- -- ------ mallm

I

"m

x x Left wing & tail off.
Load O.K.

x x Flak cut tow rooe in
broke in two upon lan(
KIA, 25S: A, 2 M-IA. Ti
hit under control.

-NFNM



HEADQUARTELS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO To2, UoS0 AM I

SERIAL AA1O

194th Glider Infantry (4

Bn

Co N

Hq Co lot
Sn

Co N

Eq.Co let
Sn

Co0 K0

Eq Co 1st B

Co t

Eq Co 1stB

Co X

Eq Co Ist

Co X

Eq Co let

Co K

Hq Co 1st 1

No0 on Glider Yes No

30 No
3% No

32
33

36
3738

39

40

41
.42

&o

43
44

45.

46
47

48

49

50
51
52
93

54

56
57
58

59

6o

No
No

No

No

No
No
No

No

No

No
No

No
No

it in air
S/A Flak

x x Pilot andIM&AWAo
x Nose and right wcjag wreokld,

avoiding anothe) ider, Load
and 'Personnel OAo\

g 2 Tail assembly shot Wo[ay in air0
Glider crashed0  1 1§' KIA 1 EM
SWAo

x 2 Landed in soft grouno glider
burned0

2 Lost left wheel due to.ooft'
ground; 3.1
I E casualty0

x 2 EA wounded by flako
x Hit fence, left wing damogedo

Load O.K.
x Nose.& underoarraige gone as a

result of soft ground0 Load &
Personnel O.ot

x Ploughed field, lost nose0 Load
& Personnel O.K.

'C'C
'C

'C

Pilot & Co.-pilot hit by flak
Landed O.Ko

Glider wrecked due to avoiding
othet shipo Hit a tree, Coo
pilot SVAo

n Landed in ploughed field. Lost
control 0  Pilot & Co=oilot ino
jured. 9 Injured in landing0

x rash land c out of control. I
EM KIA, 3 EM SWAo Load O.K.

x x Landed on nose, floor smashed ir
Load:& Personnel O.K0

x x Nose ploughed field upon land-
ing. Load & Personnel O.K.

x x Left wing hit power line0 Glidej
crashed. 2 O's & 9 EM casual.
ties0
All personnel casualties.

x Wingtip shorn on telephone pol
Landing gear shorn in trees,
flak hit tail in air0  Load,&
Personnel O.K.

'C 'C

K 'C

'C 'C

Landed in Clement, Belguimo
Left wing & nose damaged upon
landing0 f
Landing gear injured on fence.
Load & Personnel O.K.
Hit fence, nose injured. Load

0

No
No

No

No

No
No
No
No

No
No

No
Yes

No

No

No
IL -p



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.S. MY

SERIAL A-lO
i94th Glider infantry ()

UNIT

Co M

Hq Co

Co K

Co I

ist.*

Hq Co 1st +

Co U1

Regt' iHq cj

No. on Glider

61
62

63

64;1

65

66

67

68

69
70

71

72

SYes N.o
No

No

No

No

No

NO

No

No

No
No

No

No

!Hit nair
S/A Flak

x

x

'C

Remarks

x

Landed in soft ground. I EM
injured.

x Landed in ploughed field. Load &
Personnel O.K.
Fence ripped front. Load &
Personnel O.K.

x Landed in ploughed field. Pilot
LWAQ

x Landed in ploughed field. Load
& Personnel O.K.

x Hit tree, lost wing. Hit 2 fences
Load & Personnel O.K.

x 1 0 out alive, rest MIA, load 1ot
2 known dead, Pilot & Co-Pilot,

x
Crushed nose. Landed in. oloughed
field. Load & personnel O.K.
Came down in flames North of Er
6th Abn area. 2 KIA, 3 M1IA* .
inded North of British 6thiAbn

area. Glider perforated by flak
& S/A. 3 KIA in glider, rest MiIA.
Load lost.%,

-3-*

.i T

.L

,/
i



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 4 52, U. S. ARPY

SERIAL A - 11
S19th Glider Infantry ()Q

IAbo6rt Htina ir
UGlid Ye No S/A Flak RemarksU N I T 'o o n 'G i d r_ _- .-- _ , -- - ..... -. . •... . . .-- . .....- .0 - I - M. .. .....N . ...... -W O-

Co 

Regt'l Hq C(

Co M

Regt'l Hq C

Co I

Regt'l Hq 0

Co i

Regt'l
AT Co

Co.

AT Co

Co M

Hq C

AT C.p

Co 1

AT Co

Co M

'-73
74

75
76

77
78

79

83

84

86
87
88

89
90

91
92
93

94

95

96.
97

99

100

101

102
103
104

No
No

No
No

No

No

Yes

No

No
No

No

No

No

No
No
No

No
No

No
No
No

No

No

No
No

No

Yes

No

No

No
No
No

a

x

x x

x
x

x
x

Hit fence) knocked landing gear
off. Load & Personnel O.K.

Nose damaged hitting another glide
toad & Personnel O.K.

Left Ving, landing gear & floor
wrecked due to soft ground. Load
& Personnel O.K.
40 min out from A-55,'l wing came
off, glider cut loose, other fell
off begore it hit ground. All
killed. Load lost.
Landing gear crumbled. Nose smash
ed. Load & Personnel O.K.

x

x x Hit fence - nose damaged. Load &
Personnel O.K.

x Nose & Tail ripped on fence - 1
pilot LWA.

x Hit fence floor wrecked. Load &
Personnel O.K.

x x Lost landing gear due to soft
ground, Load & Personnel O.K.

x
'C

'C

'C
'C

'C

x

x Glider tancakedO- total wrecked.
Jeep iost. Personnel O.K.

'C
'C

'C

'C

Hit 3 fences - nose damaged.
& Personnel O.K.

Load

d &

x Glider hit high tension wire-
load damaged - Pilot WIA,

x x Hit fence - nose damaged. Loa
ersonnel O.K.

x x Hit fence - landing gpar lost.
Load,& Personnel O.K.

xC x
xC x

XC XC

XC X

'C""
'C

xC

Hit fence. Nose & i wing damaged.
Load & Personnel O.K.

Landed in swamp. Nose damaged hi
tail of another glider. Load &
Personnel
Landed in vicinity of Vega, near
Brussels, Load & Personnel O.K.
Hit fence & another glider - lost
left wing & landing gear. Load &
Personnel O.K.a
Landed OK - Glider' burned on grourd

Load lost. Personnel O.K.

'C

'C



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 45-2, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-Il

194th Glider Infantry (-)
-1r. 

r
.- -.- "--

INo. on Glider
A oott

Ye0a' No
_____ _____A.1_ A£ A.

1 105

AT Co

Co N

Co L

AT Co

Co L

106

107

108

109

110

111

113
114:

115

118
117

I 18

119

iMo

121
12Z

125

124

125

127

129

130,.

131
132
133

i ide r Landing s
Ye a
See Overlay

Hit in Air
Flak

IC

IC IC

IC X

IC

IC

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
No
No

No
No

No

No

No

No
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

x
x

WIN1Remarks

Hit fence - damaged wing & Whee i
Load & Pers OK
Hit fence-damaged nose.Lead &
Pors OK
lit high tension line & fence.
Lost landing gear & left wing
Load & Pres OK
Landed in soft ground-lost nose,
landing gear & left wing. Load
& Pers OK
Lost landing gear.& left wing on
hitting ground. Load & Pets OK
Landed in soft ground-lost wing
& tail. Load & Pres OK
Tail wheel lost in air due to s/A
Load & Pres OK
Hit fence-lost nose. Load & Pets
OK

Landed in swamp-hit fenoe-lost
landing gear & left wing. Load
& Pers OK

x X Landed in loughed field-landing
gear shorn off. 2 EM casualty.

X 1 0, 3 EM hitby flak in air. Co-
pilot WIA* Load OK.

X Flak hit left wing in airdlit sof
grqund damaging nose. Load & Pore
OK.

x Lost right wheel due to soft
• ground. Load & Pets OK
Ifit fence. Load & Pres OK

x X Hit house on lahiding-sheared wing
tips. Load & Pres OK

x Hit soft ground-nose damaged.
Load & Per& OK

x X Landed in swamp-hit fence-damaged
nose & wings. Load & Pres OK

x Landed in ploughed field. Landing
gear shorn off. Load & Pars OK

X Left wing damaged by flak. Load
& Pors OK

X x
Landed in ploughed field-clipped
fence*damaged nose, left wing &
landing gear. Load & Pets OK

X Landed in soft ground-left side
damaged. Load & Pets OK

X Landed in soft ground-nose & land
ing gear damagede Load & Pres OK
Hit fence-damaged nose all else o

fDown 1 mile fr. Ruxensart.3miles
SW of Marfox. No reports

UNIT

x
X

AT Co

Co L

AT Co

Co L

For

.L -%^ :II

-- Elmo



H2ADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 45, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-11

194th Glider' Infantry (-)

UNIT

4T Co

Co L

rq Co 3d Bn
AT Co

Hq Co 3d Bn

AT
Co
Co

No. on Glider-

135

136
137

138
139

140

T41

14Z,
143

144.

Abort
Yesz No

No

No

No
Yea

No
Noo

No

No

NO
No

No

jHit in Air
i S/k Flak

Ix
Remarks

X Hit fence & Power line-damaged
wing tipo Load & Pers OK

X Damaged tail in air-no rudder
ocntrol, Landed OK

Down in France° 2 EM left for
front in jeep, 1 EM left with
Glider

X Landed in soft ground-landing
gear & nove damaged Pers OK

X Landed in soft ground-landing
gear & left wing shorn off. Load
& Pers OK
Landed in soft ground-hit fence
Damaged tail & left wing. Load
& Pers OK

XC

X X Landed OK. Pilot & Co-Pilot KIA
on ground.

X X Landed OK4 Glider burned on
ground. Lost AT Gun. Pers OK

Landings See Overly

r9p An

i Smi

er,For Gli



HEADQJARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-12

194th Glider Infantry (-)

UNIT No. on' Glider Yea No IS/A. Flak Remarks.
- ... .. .r _:..-. . ', , ,,,., ,,,,... :±...* a,,, I.u : L.. - J: -...--.- --- . .. ..:..:'- -

Hq Co 3d

Regt'l Hq

Ye &
No IB

2

:3

5

6

7

8
9

No
No
No

No

No

No
No

No

No

No
No
No

No

No

Mo

Nob

No
No

No

No

No

'o No

No
No
No

No

No
No

10

II

12
13
14

15
16

17

' 18

19
20

21

221

23

24

26
27
28

29

30
31

I-
X

€0 ftIMMOMMANO - -- -- - - ---- jI - ". ow .

X

IIWA

No

XLLanded in ploughed field. Jeep
broke loose. Load & Pere OK

1 0

X

Jeep came loose cmusing pilot to
cuto oLanded OK. Load & Pers OK

X Hit fence, Load & Pera OK
Hit fencee Load & Pers OK

X Hit fence. Lost landinggear &
one wing* Load & Pers' OK

X Landing gear damaged, 2 0fs & I
EM KIA :by flak in air. Load OK

X X Crash landed, lider burned.bost
load 1 KIEA, the rest SVA

X Landed in soft ground, damagednose. Load & Pers jK

X Landed in ploughed field. Landin
gear shorn. Load & Pet OK

X X_ Hit fence, damaged tail. Load &
Pore OK

X

X Landed in ploughed field, hit
fence damaged landing gear. Load
& Pers OK La

X Hit two fences. Load & Pers OK
X Hit two fences, tearing fuselage:

Load & Pers OK
X Landed in ploughed field. Load&

Pers OK
Hit fence damaging left wing.
Load & Pers OK

X X
Hit tree & fence damaging left
wing and landing gear. Load &
Per sOK

X Hit telephone pole & fence dama-
ging left wing and tail Load &
Pers OK

X Hit fence damaging left wing.
Pilot KIA. Load OK
Hit fence damaging landing Gear
& one wing. Load & Pers OK

X X Hit telephone pole damaging one
wing. Load & Pers OK

X" Hit fence da maging left wing.
Load & Poe OK

X X 1 WIA,. Load OK

X X Hit tree s & fence damaging land-
ing gear & left wing. Lost jeep.
Pers OK

X X Hit telephone pole damaging nose
shearing loft wing. Load & PersOl



IEADQUARTEPS 17 TH AI RBORNE DI VI SION

APO 452, U. S. ARMf

SERIAL A-l2

194th Glider Infantry (-)

SAbort t.Hit i.rF.7.r

____T_____ on Gli der JYes No IS/A Flak Remarks

Regttl Hq

Tq Dot &
Dot

Co~

Med

Btry B

Btry E

32

33
34

35
36
37

38

39

40

41

42-44
45
46
47

48
49
50-53
54

55
56-69
70-72

Ye a

No

No
No

No
No

No

No

No

NO

xK

xK 7

Hit fonce * Landing gear folded" '

I EM SWA by S/A in air. Load OK

lit fence damaging wing & tail.
Load & Pers OK

7K
x X I EM S VA by S/A in air. Load OK

Pilot couldn't control wings.
Load & Pers OK

Glider hit tree-top and dropped

nose first. Pilot & Co-Pilot KIA
l 0 & 1 EMlSA. Load held OK

X Landed in ditch, lost landing
gear, nose caved in. 4 EM SWA.
Load OK

x X Landing gear shorn & bottom of
glider ripped up due to soft groi
nd. 2 EM SWA by flak in air. Loa
OK

x7

I

1550$00fn a m- O 0a 00"otd w40lwOa" w~w w w wwf m mtoo w

Yes

No
No
No
No

No

No
No

No
No
No

Crashed. Pilot, Co-Pilot, 2 o's & I EM
killed. Location unknown.

Crashed, no one hurt.
Never foundt believed crashed in flames
1 0' and 21.EM lost

Landed safely in Belgium

Crashed, Pilot and 2 men killed, and 1 in-
jured.
Crashed, Pilot and 1 man injured.

For Gliderjla ndings see overlay

a4

I



IEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. . ARMY

SERIAL A-13

IAbort
UIjNoe on Glitr. No Remark aINooo

Btry E (a%)
155 AA Bn

681 Gli FA BI
(-Hq Btry(-)

73-80
81

a ow ota* 0 - an M

82-107
108

109*118
119

120

121-13a,
131,

13 5-14Z
143

144

None
Landed safely in Holland

"a m * w ab " o a A 0 00" o 0 a I It A ot 0- r
I None

Pilot couldn't control glider. Cut loose
over France* No injuries. Load OK
None
Pilot couldn't control, cut loose over
France, Crashed killing all occupants.
Rope fr No. 119 tangled in wing. Pilot
cut loose over France. No injuries. Load
OK
None
Right aileron out of commission. Landed in
France. Load OX
None
Nose fabric pulled off. Landed in France.
Load OK.
Tail flutter. Landed in France. Load OK.

see attached overlay.

Ye N

No

Ye s,

Yea

Ye a

Ye a

Yea

Ye s

No

No

No

For glicjer landings

H

I

!
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I



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORN4E DIVISION
APO 452, U. S4 AR1Y

SERIAL A"18

UNo GdL hNort
UNIT ~ No. onnGlierjI es No Remarks

Btry A (-)
Btry B 155

AA Bn

Div Hq (-)

1-8
9-26
27
28-29

30
31-43
44

45-48

No
No
No
No

No
No
No

No

-n--i I

None.
None.
Crashed.
None.

One man seriously injured.

Hit by flak. Cargo slightly damaged.
35 & 42 hit by flak. Load O.K.
Glider damaged by jeep going through nose
on landing & load O.K.
None.



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMYT

SERIAL A-19

On Yes No Remarks

Div Arty
(-)

Hq

517 Sig Co(-)

1-20

21-30
31
32-36
37
3S-48

No

No
No
No
No
No

None

a* 4dw li GP ll im "m OW oe oo cp -

None.
Glider burned.

None.
Flak damaged trailer.
None.

Lo*

9

do* @@a& 4410 ANN ow. aim 1 40 emp ONR m Aw. Vw dwo



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION1
APO 452, U. S. AWY

SERIAL A-20

Ro. on Glider

5.
6

7-8

9
i0-lii
12
13

14-21
22
23

517 Sig C
(I-)

A b o r t - - - ........
Yes No 2 Remarks

No None
No Glider and load burned
No Iceep shot up by"MG

----------------------------------------------------- IMP

No
No

No
No
No

No
No
No

'0

I ,

None
Collided about 50' altitude, Lost wing
resulting in crash landing. Load O.K.
None.
Hole in tail small arm fire, Load O.K.
Collided with glider No. 9. Nose smashed
Load O.K.
None.
Right side glider hit by flak. Load O.K.
Crash landed. Glider oerforated by small
arms fire and after occupants had gotten
out it was hit by artillery destroying load
Perforated by small fire. Load O.K.
None.
Glider landed on west side of Rhine due
to torn fabric on wing.
Glider nose smashed on right sid*. Load

O.K.
None
Tail of glider blown away. Load O.K.
None.
Vheels knocked off in landing. Load 0,K.NOne

Right wheel and wing shot away and right
side of glider perforated by small arms
fire, Load O.K.
Perforated by flak holes. Load O.K.
None, I

48 No Two occupants of glider killed by enemy
fire.

I I

4 I

I -

No
No

Yes

No 4

No
NoNo
No i
No
No
No

NojNo

224 Mled C(-)

24
25-28
29

30

31-32
33
34-35
36
37-39
40

41-42
43-47



(9

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO452,9U.sso Army

SERIAL A-21I

UNIT
224 Med Co

(-)

513 Trans

-Br Air Sup-.
port

G-4 (Ord)

No. on Glider
Abort

Yes No
+ - -4 -.--- ei Mae

12

3-5
6
7

8

No
No
No
No
No

No

4

9-13 No
14 1 No

15
16

17-19
20

21-24 1
25

26-29

30-37

38

39

40

Fojr
Ir

No
No

No
No

No

No

No

'4

No

No

No

-I Remarks
Flak hole left wing. Loa

Perforated b r small arms
None.
Crash landed. Glider and
Wheels knocked off glider
OKo

Glider burned after being
trateer fire.

None
i jeep destroyed.
by enemy action.
None.
i jeep destroyed.
by enemy action.
None.
I jeep destroyed.
by enemy action.
None.
I jeep destroyed.
by enemy action.
M P% !!

d- OK. 2

fire. Load OK.

load burned.

in landing. Load

unloaded by

Glider burned on ground

Glider burned on ground

Glider burned on ground

Glider burned on ground

Unable to give information on location or
information on gliders 30,32,35,36. 2 EM
and 1 0 definitely killed. 1 Ef evacuated~j
3 EM missing. 5 NA OK.

Glider rendered unserviceable. Personnel
and load removed safely.
Glider nose damaged. 2 B injured. Load

OK
Glider rendered unserviceable. Jeep
slightly damged. I EMInjured.

glider lar~ings see attached overlay.

w

qje
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO 4521U. S. IMY,

SERIAL A-22

No, on Glider jYes
Abort

No
Remarks

466 Trans

I

G-4 Sup WM

ul-4 Sup Orq

Phantom

f

41

42

43

44

45

46-47
48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55-56
57

58-60

No

No

No

No

No

NO
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Glider hit power line and made crash land-
ing, No one injured.
Glider crashed into a tree severely in-
juring one officer and two enlisted men.
Load destroyed.
Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider.
Co-pilot wounded during landing. Load O.K.4
Glider tore wing loose by hitting tail of
,,eother glider. Load O.K.

man wounded while landing by small :rm
fire. Slight damage to loAd by flak.
Glider O.K.
None.
Glider hit ditch on landing, wrecking f ront
part of glider. Load O.K.
Glider hit power line which tore off tail
Load O.K.
Glider hit another glider in landing and I
tore its tail off. Load O.K. I
Glider went through two fences damaging
nose. Load O.K.
Glider hit some posts which.tore the
bottom out of glider. Load O.K.
Nose of glider damaged by hitting fence,
that irade it i possible to remove load.t ne wing torn off by hitting a telephone
pole. Load O.K.

-"

No! None
No Load and glider destroyed. by enemy shell

fire.
No 'None.

4

61-79 No, Numbers of damaged and unaccounted for
gliders not available. 3 Gliders un-1 0

1 serviceablely damaged. 1 glider un-
I accounted for 'Same loads scattered but

all recoverable, and serviceable.

o I No' None

,or glider lx-ndings see attached overlay.

SA.

I 1II V

I .
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mo?.I- 4 wA - - - .

UNIT
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Remarks
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
.A0P 452, U . S. AMiY.

SERIAL A-22

UNIT [No . on Glider
__________I-_ -11-M- op

41

42

Yes

466 Trans

c,-4 Sup M

-4 Sup Orcj

Phantom 80

gor

Abort
No

No

No

No

No

No

NO!
No

No

No

No.

No

No

No

43

44

45

46-47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55-56
57

58-6o

61-79

No

No

No.

No

Remarks

Glider hit power line and made crash land-
ing. No one injured.
Glider crashed into a tree severely in-
juring one officer and two enlisted men.
Load destroyed.
Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider.
Co-pilot wounded during landing. Load O.K.4
Glider tore wing loose by hitting tail of i

,Another glider. Load O.K.
61 man wounded while landing by small !rm
fire. Slight damage to load by flak.
Glider O.4K.None";,

Glide+ hit ditch on landing, wrecking front
part of glider. Load O.K.
Glider hit power line which tore off tail
Load O.Ki
Glider hit another glider in landing and
tore its tail off. Load O.K.
Glider went through two fences damaging
nose. Load O.K.

bottom
Nose o
that M
Une wi
pole.

None
Load a
f ire.
None.

Number
&4 Aar.,

servic
accoun
all re

No None

glider >andings s(

LiLY 5vmQ PUQU , 5vviixxuvre Lne

1out of glider. Load O.K. 0
)f glider damaged by hitting fenee,
iade it i possible to remove load. I
.ng torn off by hitting a telephone
Load O.K._-

nd glider destroyed by enemy shell

s of damaged and unaccounted for
s not available. 3 Gliders un-
eablely damaged.. 1 glider un-
ted for. Same loads scattered but
coverable, and serviceable.

ee attached overlay,

OL -..-Wobd,.b - -MOtNM0.ff4OA- A*, -Mjj ,



499;j4

S

5CR/1.41No 4- 19
48 &t/DCRFS~n~ it
(LI DRS 2 0,0/DIVrv:A*

Gt/DEWRS z,-a 5/75/4 Co.
AF UN/ T-.442 p etc *,~

ala *'fl

H -O t?+% t S Hf E TS
H, 40o5ft.3 05 /10*3 05/2a
L- A

~6kS~.

0+3

2/JUNE 45/6547H/ENG3515*7

- .-117 7 - -W - -

11 1

Mos.-

ATT-R
o P4E Ak-r 0



46
tYr~1r~2 5

k~

elt/ks.9-29 IrRY. 'C"'

Ar 95N- I.
*0

or

so 0
o0t

em O
goeq

4 6 *3

jPRuI Wt6#UISS/6?

- - ,.- a

41f '



XFRA CNO 4- 17
6Z1D4FAS5 -6 - VCo. CCi-

6'IARs 78-90 A8M/Y ;9"C-)

APUNIT7- -0 (L

56 51
OS

*5E
*

049

ONt5E 45/654THIINIRS/67

44

- ; .g

GLI DEPA D IN G PAT T f.
0 OP 4ePL ^-rT 0N



, 

o

l'R/I A/CN. 4-/6C4 SO/ZCRS SIMG'-c 7WvO61/0(45R b-2 fC'N P C4T:.
IDEuaRs 3-8 I/X TCC CO f
I-DERS 9-ica"co',q" t

139 C A OR BM.

2/JUNE 45/654Th/ENGRS67

- IL ILI

kq/f4,$oo
GERA/ ANY SHEETS

420/3.-'+3O5A1-4305/a

U F
GL I DE:R LAN D I NG PATTERN I"



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRPORNE DIVISION
APO452, U. S.ARKY

SERIAL A-17

Ab ort 1;

UNIT No. on Glider Yes No emarks___..-.-I- _ __ A f __ ____

Btr y It (_

155 AA Bn

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No

Crashed.
None.
Crashed.
None
Crashed.
None
Crashed.
None
Crashed.

CoO,
(-)

Bn

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

None.

Co 1
139 E

A
En!

46
r 47-54

55
56-65
66-68
69-72
73
74-75
76-77

78-90

I

I

WOODEN
.-- _ .gf i.

-
- _,. ,,
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMf

SERIAL A-16

Abort I
2.No,-,,OnLie4 Yes No Remarks

Rcn Plat

IX TCC Cont
139 Engr Bn
(-Co C, Co
A)

No
No

4m 4m a aft&A .*4 . - ft-

3-8
9-10
11-16
17-18
19
20
21
22-23
24
25-27
28
29-33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43-45

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

-~ I - p

Damage to cargo only by flak,
Wing demolished by another glider load OK,

None.
None.
Crashed. Load O.K.
None.
Crashed.
None.
Crashed.
None.
Destroyed
None.
Destroyed
None.
Crashed.
None.
Crashed.

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

by enemy fire.

by enemy fire.

Load O.K.

Load O.K.

Load lost.

Load i:)st.

None.
Crashed. Load O.K.
None
Crashed. Loadk O.K.
None.
Exploded in Air
None.

a



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.S. ARMI7

SERIAL A-15

A o
UI{No,, on Glider Ys N Remarks.

Btry B (_)
Hq Btry
(-,) 6eo c
FA Bn

LI

507 Trans

464 Trans

., Supplies
(139 Engrl

73-76
77

78
79-83
84

85-93
94

95

96
97

98

99

105-120
121-122
123-125

126-139

Yes

Yes

No

No
No

No

No

No
No

No

No

ow - a.o* W-4V- a.;I- a. -OO - a.

140-44 No

None.
Crashed glider wings torn off.
ed. No oersonnel injured.
Landed with load O.K.
None.
Crashed 3anding. Load wrecked,
injured.

None
Glider
listed
Glider
listed
None.
Glider
listed
L: -ndod
fire.
None

and load
KIA.
and load
SWA.

unaccounted for.

unaccounted for.

Jeec wreckp

personnel

Personne

and load unaccounted for. Personnell
LWA
w/load O.K. Amino destroyed by enem

None.r BIrnt 2 jeeps lost
None.

All gliders landed safely with loads O.K.
Loads lost caused by enemy action on grounc

None.

No
No
No

No

IM"



IEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORWE DIVISION
APO 452 U. S AMY

SERIAL AZ.14

of Glider

17

.33

17

38
39
40-50
51
52
53
54

55-57
58
56-59
70

71-72

Abort
Yes No

No

No
No
NO

No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No

No

L a

Remarks

None

None
Landed
None
Landed

fire
None
Landed
tire.
None
Landed
None
Landed
None
Landed

d/Ioad O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire.

w/load O.K. Amno destroyed by enemy..

i/load 6.K i Amno destroyed by enemy,

O.K. destroyed % ton truck.-

w/load O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire.

w/load
Crash landed,
injured.
None
Landed w/load
None
Landed w/load
enemy fire.
None.

O.K. Destroyed
load wrecked.

O.K. Destroyed

0.K- Howitzer c

by enemy fire.
Personnel

by enemy fire.

lestroyed by

No.UNIT

Hq Btry (-)
681 Gli FA
Bn

680 Gli FA
BnU-Bt r B
(") & Hq
Btry (

AM IN' - I kpko

M 41W apb. 04. .0b W. i;. 4pb aFft Aw 400 Oft "so do&* ~ slop
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G14Fder LakduvJ

SERIALS
A-16 thru. P-22

I - NDiCATES GLIDER

K -~ K
K * 0

K
-~ ~ 0

T

K A

A A

A. 0
A..

Al0~ * -

IS~~*.

A 0

'I *

0
7-,

77--
A /

K.

K 0

S

K0
A

A.

T

I

* 0* 0

* 1- 0
00 *
* .7'. K

* 0

* *0%
* 0

0 0' 0
0 0~

00 0 0 0
00

0

0 0
0 0

0
0 *

* 0
*0 0

.0 0 0
0 004

0 0 0 0
0

0
0*

0 0.0.... *~

00 0

0 0

0 0

0

0

0 a0

* 0

* 0 0 -* 0 0 00
* 00.0 0

* 0
*~ 0 0

* *00 * * 0

0 0 * 0

* 00 0~ 00 * 00
0 * *g0 0

000 * ** *o

0 0 * 0 *0 *. 0 **** 0 .0 * .00
gO 0 Og 0 0

00 0 00

* 0 0 0 * 0

gO 0 0 0 gOi

0 * 0 0.0.00 0%0 0 **
.0 ~o * *%0 * 0.0

- 000.

* 0 *0 0
0

0

* * 0 0 00 0 .0

*** 0 * 0 .0*000.0.0: 0 0
0 *0

00.0 0 9 : : 0

;O*0 0 & 0

0 * O00

0

00 gO00 0

I.

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67

4

0* 0

* 0 0 0

0 0

ow

* 00

0

0

00O 0
O 0

O 0
0

.0 0
O 0 ~

0
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0 0
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