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I. FORWARD BY COMMANDING GENERAL

On February 6 information was received indicating the likelihood of
the 17th Airborne Division being committed in an operation to force a cross~
ing of the Rhine about the lst of Aprile At the same time, the Division
wos notified that it would move by rail and motor to the vicinity of Chalons,
France comencing on February 10ths

At this time the Divisicn was engaged in combat along the Our River
where it was holding a small bridgehead just South of Clerveaux, Luxembourge.
The Base Echelcn CLnQ1§h1n€ of the Pa»aohute Maintenance Company with all
the Air Force egquiprmeni of the Divigzion aud a large part of the Company
property with guards from each unit were still irn UK.

The camp at Chalons wasnot completed; the spring thaws had made the
ground a sea of mud and rcads wore practically impeassable in the new camp
areae The Divisicn was faced with the problem of housing the Division in (
& Cassorne and tent area whsro housekeeping facilities were either poor or
lacking altogether, The area was cleaned up, tents pitched, walks and roads -
fixed, latrine facilities built or improved, sbtoves, cots and other necessary
equipment drown and issued, hard standing for motor parks builts The Divis-
ion was given four days to socttle in its now area and complete all arrange=-
ments for housekeeping. At the end of this allotted time the camp was in
splendid condition and the Division ready to start traininge

Weather handicapped the movement of the Base echelon and supplies which
were still in U.K. However, 500 plane loads finally arrived. The Maintenance
Company cleaned an old warchouse and by the lOth of March was fully set and s
operating in the Chalons area. _ \ T

At this timc the stupendousncss of the task ahead in preparing for an
Airbornc operation or such shert noticc was apparent. The Division had just
completed the most rigcrous campaign the American Army had ever fought,
casualties had been so heavy that some riflc companies had less than 40 men .
of their original strength and somc wore without officerse The Division was
about 4000 officers and men understrengths The loss of key personnel and
specialists had been particularly heavy. Much equipment had been lost or
turned in and the remasinder was in need of complete overhauls

. As reinforcements and men returning from the hospital arrived, an
intensive training program was undertaken, Ranges were secured and fixed up,
“ individual training particularly of specialists and key personnel was started
" immediately followed as soon as possible by small unit training. Large scale |-
problems and Division CE{’s were planned and carried out. All individuals ~
- were given familiarization firing, crews of crew-served weapons were picked
and traineds Parachute exercises for each parachute regiment were drawn up
and conducteds Two complete Division CPX'x weére held., Experimental work in
Jumping from the new C-46 was necessary when it was announced that one regi-
ment would have to use these airplanese Gliders were obtained and new men
" given glider traininge

During this period equipment was drown to replace lossess A complete
show=down inspection was held for all equipment. All weapons were given a -
thorough inspection arnd overhaul. Motors of the entire Division were inspsct- ‘
ed and overhauled in the unbelievably short time of 15 days. Combat loads of
ammunition weighing more than 400 tons were hauled and distributed.

In tho midst of this strenuous preparation it was decided to completely
reorganize the division under new 7/0'ss This involved the deactivation of one
regiment and the consolidation of the pérsonnel of two regiments into ones It

also necessitated the wiihdrawal ond reassignment of a large part of the indi-
vidual and organizational equipment and tho reassignment and retraining of
individualse A new Parachute Fjeld Artillery B_ttalion was assigned to the
division and arrived cnly 10 days prior to D-Daye This battalion had to be
given additional equipment and instruetions to incorporate it into the division
artillery teame
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During this entire period, planning for the operation had to be
done concurrently. The planning, involving as it did, coordination with
the Troop Carrier, Airforce - (both Amoricen and British) Ground Forces,
(American and British) and a highly coordinaeted plan for Field Artillery.
support, required the utmost ocare and energy on the part of all staffse
Not the least difficult part of the planning Was the movement of the Div=~
ision to 12 widely dispersed marshalling areas and the movement of the
land tail of approximately 2000 vehicles to a concentration aréa just west S
of tho Rhine over roads controlled by the Britishe ’ ;

Although the difficulties facing the Division at times seemed to be
insurmountable the uniiring work on the part of the staffs and all echelons
of command overceme in the short period of about six weeks the tremendous
problems slready enumerated and others too numerous to list. The Division
was completely egquipnred, fully trained and morale was at o peaks All move=
ments were nccomplished on time, men were carefully and adequately briefed
and went into the oporation with a feeling of confidences :

The ultimate success of the operation attested the thoroughness of
the preparation and is.a splendid commentary on the efficiency, energy,
and devotion to duty of the staffs ond commonders down to the lowest ech=
elon. I+t was to their credit that operation "YARSITY" was tho most success=
ful Airborne operation ever undertakens ‘ : :

o o,y e
| Wo M, MIIEY ' : \

Major General, UsSele
Commanding
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* huth: G 17th Abn Div * VARSTTY HQ 17TH- ABN DIV
* Init: * , APO 152, U. S, Amy

% Date: 18 Narch 1945  * R 18 March 1945,

STV T IR R SR IECIE S 3 2 o

Copy No._21 of 108 Copies.
s C of S, 17th Abn Div,

i

FO #1.

MAPS: GSGS 4ilh;- sheets 4203, 4303, 4403, 420k, L3OL, LLOL, 4205, 4305, LLO5;
scale 1:25,000. '

1, a. Int Annex #1 dtd 10 ki rch 1945 and Change #1 dtd 16 March 1945,

b. (1) 15 Div (Br) a part of XII Corps (Rr) will commence assault crossings
of the RHINE R in the vic of 'E3EL.at-H-Hour, .D-Day.,

. (2) XVIII Corps (Abn) cpn.si'stihg,bf 6 Br_t?;bﬂjin;a}ndwl? US Kon-Diw-will - -
Ve drop in the "ESEL area at P-Hour, D-Day to assist the assault cross-
- .---ings of 15 Div (Brde « oo oo ok C ‘ e

~ P
~ . BRI '

2
3

(3) st Gomrando Brig (Br) will cross RHINE R N of JESEL at’ Hig Hours),
D-1 Day and capture -/ESEL, i ;

L (L) WINTH AIR FORCE will accompany the 17 US Aba Div air 1ift to WEESE.
. SECOND TAF will accompany US air 1lift to DZ's and LZ's and continue
! : ‘ to work in cooperation with 17 US Abn Div, :

(5) IX TCC will ﬁransport marachute troops, glider trooos and equisment
) ' . of the 17 Abn Div and will effect air resupply to the 17 Abn Div,

area with »riority to the high ground just E of DIERECFORDT, and the bridges
_ over the ISSIL R frem (253439) to (2351,58) .(both incl); orotect the right (8)
f1k of Corps: establish contast with lst Com-ando Brig (Br) NE of "TESEL at
B : (to be announced), with 15 Div (Br) at (to be announced) and with 6 Br Abn
‘ Div at (161456), (169462), (218477) and (196467). '

Atchd (in land tail):

605 TD Bn, 3" (towed) (US)
» 771 Med Tk Bn (US) : ‘
"o A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) 4.2 mortar (US) ,‘ | l

" - ! . .
;j‘ 2, 17 US ABN DIV will drop at P-Hour, D-Doy; seize, clear and secure the div

387 AAA AY Bn SP (US)
692 FA Bn 25 pdr (US)

12_1* 55 S

Troeps
194 Gli Inf : Co R o -
K 681 Gli FA Bn . ' : ~ :
™ Btry E 155 AA Bn
Btry B 155 AL Bn : ’
Gli Pilots 437, 436, L35, 439 Groups

(1) Seize and hold crossings over ISSEL R,
(2) Clear regt'l nortion of div area, ",
. _ ¥
. (3) Derend line of ISSEL R '»d ISTEL CAMAL . ith the minimum of personnel

(4) Maintain strong reserves to destroy any enemy senetrations into
. regt!l area,

(5) Hold one (1) gli inf bn in res to be com -itted only on div order,
(4) Prevent enemy nenetrations into regt'l sector from S,

Page 1 of 4 Pages

. . s ‘ 4 N //




W acnmr i S

VARuITY

Hq 17th Abn Dlv, APO u52, U. S, Aeny; dtd 18 March 19&5, FO #1, cont'd,

b,

1 C,

d,

(7) Outpost position.,
(8) Predare nlans for movement to SE,

(9) JUNCTION POINTS: ,
Yith lst Cmdo Brig (Br) - to be announced,
With 513 CT - (223457)

With 507 CT - (209449)

507 CT
Troops

507 Prcht Inf

L6k Prcht FA Bn

Btry A 155 AA Bn . - -
(1) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br).
(2) Clear regt'l portion of div area,
(3) Prevent enemy nenetrations into regt'l area,
(4) Assemble along E edge of woods unon junction with assault units, I.
(5) JUNCTION POINTS: o A |

Tith 194 CT - (209449) o
With 513 CT - (RJ (182449) & (196453)

513 CT |
Troops 4 o S;
513 Prcht Inf )
466 "rcht FA Bn
B try C 155 AA Bn . ~
139 Engr Bn -

Gli Pilots 440, 441, Lh2 314 Groups,

(1) 3d Bn 513 Prcht Inf will orevent any enemy crossings of ISSEL R in
regt!l area and occupy OPLR. -

(2) 513 CT (-3d Bn)
(a) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br/
(b) Clear regt'l -ortion of div area,
(c) Consolidate in eastern part of sector upon junctiomwith
assault units,

(3) 513 CT CONTACT POINTS:
With 194 CT ~ (223457)
With 6 Abn Div (Br) -~ (161456) and (169462) and (219&77) and
(196467)
With 507 CT - RJ (182449) and (196453)

17 Abn Div Arty < 4 7

Reinforcing: RA 53 (W) Div (Br)
81 Field Regt (25 prs) P
83 Field Regt (25 prs) - - o
133 Field Regt (25 nrs)
One Yedium Regt (5.5 in. guns) ,

(1) 464 Precht FA Bn - initially atchd to 507 Prcht Inf, Revert to div
control on div order and then to dir su»n of 507 Prcht Inf,

Page 2 of 4 Pages
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1

vHq 17th Abn Div, APO 452, U; S. Army,” dbd 18 March 19a5, PO #1, conttd,

(2) 466 Prcht FA Bn - initally atehd to 513 Preht Inf,” Revert to div
control on div order and then to dir sup of 513 Precht Inf, 1

(3) 661 Gli FA Bn - initially atohd to 194 G1i Inf, Revert to div
¥< control on div order and then to dir sup of 194 Gli Inf,

(4) 680 Gli FA Bn ~ gen sup,

{5) RA 53 (W) biv (Br) ~ gen sup, (133 Field Regt reing fires of L64
Prcht FA Bnj 83 Field Regt reinf fires of Aéé Prcht FA Bn, 8l Field
Regt reinf fires of 681 Gli FA Bn,

ey 155 AL Bn oy =
(1) Btry B atchd l?h CT after landing, _ .
(2) Btry A atchd 507 CT after landing,
)( (3) Btry C atchd 513 CT after landing.
(4) B try E atchd 194 CT after landing.
(5) Btrys D and F - in land tail will establish AA orotection for Div CP,

’ (4) AT Btrys upon landing will go immediately to local defense positions
prep~red to repulse local armored atks, After reconnaissance btrys
will be moved to prearranged positions at whlch'tlme they become
atchd to CT's, :

e

- f. 132 Engr Bn r O~ ) et R

(1) - Atchd to 513 CT upon landing for the purpose,of clearing.LZ "N' and
establishing a defense against a possible breakthrough from 'the N,

N

>, (2) Be prepardd on release from CT atchment -

(a) To assist div in crossing ISSEL R, and/or ISSEL CANAL,
(b) To clear roads and areas of mlnes and booby traps.fw
(e) To keep open MSR. S

-

.‘;Awgw. 1st Commando Brig (Br) . ' ’r |
(1) Send Ln O to div and 194 CT upon arrival-of gli elms,

N( (2)  Be prepared to extend bridgehead to the E between 194 CT and
LIPPE R,

h, Gli Pilots - - *

v -
,, — ”

(1) Gli Pilots of Groups 435; 436; 437, and 439 atchd tor 194 CT,
Gli pilots of Groups 440, 441, 442 and 314 atchd to 513 CT, _
) These pilots will be organized and equipped %Yo assisb.in the,defense:, ~
! " of div-area, Senior gli pilot will submit to div through CO of unit
o to which-atchd a report, on gli landings show1ng\land1ng oosition of
- each-gli, injuries and supplies left:in gkiders, - Senior gli. pilots
LZ "N" and LZ "S" will assist abn.trs. in:locat:ing ithemselves onthe
ground, Gli pilots willg uard gliders to orevent their destruction,
Senior gli pilot LZ "N" and LZ "S" will send llalSOn offlcers to.
- " Div CP as soon after landing as possible, 4 .

(2) Gli pilots will be evacuated on .div.order. at the: emrllest aragtieal;
moment to a rendezvous point.on.E-bank:of RHINE’R xﬂ}wgm‘a;, B

l‘
<

x. (1) One (1) Pathfinder team of.one (1) officer and nine ($) enlisted
L men each, will be carrled in Serials Anl and A—S to DZ "W" and
JARD G respectlvely SIS T et e : v
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II. REPORTS.

A, Narrative,

Planning. _ ‘ S

The mission of the Division in "VARSITY", was given to the Division on

or about the lst o? March: '

| "To drop during daylight on D-Day; seize, clear and secure the Division
~ Area with priority to the high ground East. of DIERSFORDT in the general

area (181449 - 183443 - 191441), and the bridges over the ISSEL River

from (253439) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right (South)

flank of the Corps; establish contact with the 1st Commando Brigade,

the 12th British Corps and the 6th British Airborne Division. Object- -

ives to be held at all costs," -

“The plan was based upon the 507th Combat Team and an echelon of Division
Headquarters drooping first in DZ-W followed by the 513th Combat Team drooning -,
in DZ-E with the 194th Combat Team next in order in LZ-S, followed by the
Special Units and Division Headguarters in LZ-N,

In order to coordinate with the other units involved and higher head-
quarters, liaison officers were sent by the Division to the following units: V
1st Commando Brigade, éth British Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Corps,

IX Troop Carrier Command, . :

‘f\\ The division land echelen consisting of 2005 vehicles moved to the Vv
" vicinity of Issum, Germany, under command of the Assistant Division Commander.
This movement was made according to plan and vehicles crossed the Rhine to
the appointed release point.

Movement to the marshalling areas began on the evening of 19 March. It

noy was planned to have all troops in the marshalling area two days prior to D-Day,
The movement was made to 12 airfields located in France. The construction
of these areas at the airfields, the movement of troops and the billeting of
- the troops was worthy of note. The Service Forces charged with this mission
did extremely fine and efficient work and should be commended for their part
in making this operation a success,

At each airfield briefing was conducted according to the SOP of First
Allied Airborne Army. Joint briefings between pilots and members of the planes,
and glider pilots and members of gliders were held., 1In addition each plane
v - and glider crew was briefed individually with the latest air photos available
"waﬁ\d sdnd tables. This briefing of glider pilots as well as members of the
gliders proved extremely valuable. Individuals knew exactly what was expect-
ed of them and went rapidly about their business upon landing, The briefing
created perfect teamwork between glider pilots and airborne troops,

Definite missions were assigned to glider pilots. Pilots were to as-
semble in designated areas under their squadron commanders, Liaison officers
were to report as soon as vossible to the Division CP, It was nlanned to
evacuate all glider nilots as soon after D plus 1 as the situation nsermitted,

All equipment was loaded and checked on D—2 and D-1,

- parachute troons, .
the 507th Combat Team took off, followed rapidly by the remainder of the v
Division. The entire column was two hours and eighteen minutes in length and
consisted of 226 C-47's and 72 C-46's carrying parachute troons, while 906
‘ gliders were towed by 610 C-471s'" :
) Operation. _ h ‘
‘ The departure of the 17th Airborne Division ran generally as scheduled
. with last minute changes due to wind velocity so as to maintain correct times
: over the landing zones. At 0717 on the 2Lth of liarch, the first plane took off, -
Weather and visibility were good. The air was rough for the first hour and
one-half but was then smooth to the objectives, Visibility was reduced by a
< haze from the vicinity of the Maas River to the Rhine River. This haze deep-
ened over the objectives due tb fires and smoke in the vicinity of the land-

ing areas. The weather did not affect the success of the operation,

Early on the morning of 24 March, the first element of

D'//
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‘serials received moderate to heavy 88mm and 20mm AA fire from the Rhine River

‘launched elements of the Third Battalion, 507th, arrived. As this area was

N »' Q“

SeEBSREST . h

The Division began landing as planned in the vicinity NE of Wesel,
Germany, at 240950 March 1945 (for exact landing areas see Part IV C),
The landings were carried out against heavy anti-aircraft fire, All-

to the landing zones, All serials also received S/A fire varying from light
to heavy as they neared their objectives., The landings, however, were geheral-
ly in the vicinity of the scheduled areas, ‘

The 507th CT, con51st1ng of the 507th Parachute Infantry Reglment and .
the 46Lth Parachutn Field frtillery Battalion, began landing by varachute at!
240953 March 19:5. The First Battalion, 507th, was the first to dros. This
battalion droppedAin an oven field NW of Diersfordt, Germany, about 2500 yards
north and 2000 yards wect of their intended DZ, Part of this battalion, under
the command of Colonel Lalf, the regimental commander, assembled and advanced
NE into the woods tordering the DZ and cleared out resistance consisting of
several machine guns znc infantry in well.dag-in nositions. A battery of five
150mm artillery pieces was seen firing in the woods annroximately 1500 yards
N7 of the groun., Alithough this was not in their assigned area, the groun
cantured the batter and personnel intact, This force then retraced its oatch
and nroceeded SE along the wester edge of the woods clearing the area as
they went, :

This group kllled aporoximately 55 enemy, wounded uo and took 300 ri-
soners, including a full colonel. Vhen they reached the vicinity of Diersfordt
Castel, contact was established with another part of the First Battalion,
507th, which had landed in the same field but farther to the south. This
group was-assembled under the command of Major Smith and proceeded to clear
the woods to the east of their landing area of dug-in infantry and several
flak guns which at this time were being used against ground targets. The
meeting of these two groups occurred at 1100, The majority of the First
Battalion was now assembled and an immediate attack was launched against
Diersfordt, Germany, with Company A leading. Shortly after this attack was

part of the Third Battalion objective, Colonel Raff ordered the First Battalion
less Company A, which was already commltted to proceed to their assigned
position in reglmental reserve, leaving the Thlrd Battalion with Company A

to proceed with the attack, The first Battalion, less Company A, arrived at
their assigned area at 1400, »

The Third Battalion was dropped in DZ "W" as planned. This Battalion
organized against resistance that was light in the center of the DZ varying
to heavy at the north and south ends of the DZ. .This battalion cleared the
woods as it proceeded NW where it relieved the First Battalion of the \a’c,tackf*'»vvl«“
on Diersfordt Castle, The battalion reduced the castle room by room and within
an hour had occupied the largest part of it. Remaining resistance consisted
of a large group of officers who were holding out in an isolated turret. In
reducing this strongpoint, the battalion captured anonroximately 500 »risoners
including several higher ranking officers, Five tanks were also destroyed,
two by recoilless 57mm AT guns attached to the First Battalion, two by heavy
artillery and one by a Gammon grenade,

The Second Battalion, 507th, drooned on the selected DZ "W", This
battalion assembled auickly against machine gun, small arms and light artillery
fire and advanced west and southwest to their objectives. The battalion had
consolidated their nositions by 1100, At 1434, natrols from Company F made
contact with British assault battalions which had crossed the Rhine River...

The 464th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion dropoed in DZ "W" at 1008,
They immediately came under small arms fire from areas adjacent to the DZ,
This battalion set up three 50 caliber machine guns on the DZ and fired into
the woods in an attempt to neutralize the enemy fire. Within a few minutes R
of the drop, three howitzers were set up on the DZ and commenced direct fire
on enemy emplacements in the viecinity. The artillery fires on the DZ were a )
large factor in neutralizing the enemy fires and demoralizing their forces, v
By 1200, the battalion had four howitzers operating in the previously selected
p081tlons approximately 1500 yards NE of the DZ, Twelve field pieces had
been dropped by the battalion., By 1300, nine of these were in action in the
previously selected positions, three were damaged and parts were salvaged
from these to assemble the tenth howitzer shortly after 1300.
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The Regimental CP was established in its preselected Position at 1250
“hours, . At 1458, contact *had been made with assault battalions of the British,

" - the Second and Third Battalions had made contact with each other, the first
battalion was in preselected positions in Regimental reserve and the Field
Artillery Battalion was in action with 10 field pieces. During the remainder

» % of-+the afternoon the regiment mopped up enemy resistance and consolidated
positions. One company of the first battalion left to furnish close in pro-
tection to the LbLth Field Artillery Battalion, and another company was sent
to clear the woods north of +he artillery positions, - By the end-of -the-dag,  ==wo..
firm contact had been established Shroughout including contact with the 6th o
British Airborne Divisicn to the North and the British 1st Commando Brigade
at Wesel, The 2C7th C7 had taken all assigned objectives, captured apnroxi-
mately 1000 priscrers, cestroyed five tanks, captured one armered car, 2 .
personnel carriers and ome Jeep, and had destroyed or captured several batterys
of artillery. Casunlties for the day were approximately 7,3%. ‘

' L
+ ~The 513th CT consisting of +he 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment and L66th
Parachute Field Artillery Pattalion, began' landing by parachute at 241010 March,
All . of the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment was dropseq off the nlanned DZ, o
The actual DZ's were aporoximately 2500 yards nortiheast of +the »lanned ones, /#4
and were in the zone of the British éth Airborne Division, ' :

The First ‘Battalion, 513th, dronsed on the wrong DZ at aporoximately 1020 .
assembled against heavr resistance. . Yfanr of the key nersonnel of the . = ¢
alion ingluding the battalion cormander, execubive officer, S-3, adjutant ,

communication officer and assistant communication officer could not be im-
mediately- located. A1] troons on the DZ were organized by Lt, Cosner, CO of
the battalion Headquarters Company. This force then moved south aporoximately
500 yards to the vicinity of (l98h75).‘ At this point other elements of the
battalion joined the group and a perimiter defense was organized, At 1230, the
* '+ First Battalion executive officer arrived and he was followed shortly there-
after by Colonel Coutts, the regimental commander, and the battalion commander
of the Second Battalion. Each of these officers had large groups of men and
777 Colonel Coutts reorganized the regiment at §his time, outting Captain Ivy, /
Regimental S-2 in command of the First Battalion, The First Battalion advanced o
SE at 1330 clearing the area as they went to their assigned area in regimentfl
reserve in the vicinity of (208458) . . |
, The Sécond Battalion, 513th, dropped at 241010 March on the wrong DZ and
also assembled against heavy small arms fire. The Battalion was formed and re- -
. *gﬁgﬂr}ized as a battalion within_ 30 minutes after the drop. The Second Battalion

: cleardd the DZ of enemy and advanced SE toward the planned assembly area, As’
it advanced SE heavy enemy resistance was encountered, On several occasions . i
this resistance required considerable maneuvering to overcome it, The battalion -
Succeeded in overcoming the resistance and reached the designated assembly area,

However, the drop on the wrong DZ plus the heavy resistance encountered on the
route to the planned assembly area had cost considerable time, The battalion
found on arrivel at the assembly area that it hag been cleared and immediately
- pushed on toward its objective along the western edge of the woods Ti-of -
Diersfordt.; After leaving the assembly area, the battalion met only light
resistance and oroceeded rapidly toward its objective. The First Battalion,,
507th Precht Inf Regt, had landed on the wrong DZ and had already cleared the
final objective of the Second Battalion, so as darkness fell, this battalion’
consolidated just E of its final objective and patrolled to the final objective,

—

The Third Battalion, 513th, dronned on the same DZ as did the rest of the
R regiment, The battalion met heavy resistance on the DZ and assembled into” .o
three main grouns, The first grous believing it had drooped on the correct DZ -
4 move NE forvaporoximately 10 minutesbefora orienting itself on the town of
- Hamminklen, It then changed direction to SE and arrived at the battalion
assembly area at 1330. Group number two 2lso moved in a northeasterly directior
initially before orienting itself, After Proceeding a short distance, the
officer in charge halted the groun, set un a perimiter defense and conducted
8 reconnaissance during which he oriented himself. This group then nroceeded
in a southeaster direction clearing the enemy as. it went and arrived at the
battalion assembly area at 1530, Group number three obtained their correct

location immediately from a Py and proceeded directly to the assembly area
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arriving there at 1300, The first and third,gfoups of the battalion €leared

the northern part of the assembly area shortly éfter,arrival._ When group

three arrived completing the assembly of the battalion the battalion cleared C o
the remainder of the area. The battalion had occupied its objective and set '

up a defensive position according to plan by 1620 and had contacted the 194th

Gli Inf on its right (S) and the British 6th Abn Div on its left (N) vy 1700, B

The 466th Prcht FA Bn began. landing at 241025, This battalion should
have been dropped in DZX along with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt, However the .
513 was droppcd 2500 yards NE and the 466th was dropped on the correct DZX,
As the 466th landed the L7 was completely swept by enemy fire of all descript-
ion (10 7émr guns were captuvred on the DZ)., The battalion succeded in over- .
coming this resistance and asserbling some of its howitzers within 30 minutes.
Targets of opnortunity around the DZ were immediately engaged by direct fire,
Direct lay fire was also necessary to enable the battalion to reach -its firing
positions. In spite of this heavy resistance and the fact that many key men
were missing (all of the officers of one battery were killed or wounded before
leaving the DZ), the battalicn assembled and reached its planned firing posit-
ions and was supoorting the 513th Preht Inf Regt by 1200, By 1500 the battal-
ion had 13 howitzers in position. During the day the battalion captured 320
PW's, 18 machine guns, 8 20mm AA pieces, 10 76mm artillery pieces and killed
anproximately 50 Germans, )

The 513th CT after dropping some 2500 yards off their planned DZ's
cleared their DZ area, advanced by battalions to their assigned assembly area
and cleared the routes as they advanced, In some cases narticularly the 2d
Bn, this involved consecutive attacks against series of enemy strong points,

* In spite of the time Jost in the above action the regiment had taken all of

its objectives, At the end of the meriod the second battalion was nartially
occupying its objectivé which had been previously cleared by the 1lst Battalion
507th Preht Inf, During the day the regiment captured aosroximately 1152 PW's
and destroyed two tanks, one SP gun and 2 88mm batteries,

The 194th CT, composed of the 194th Gli Inf Regt and the 68lst Gli FA
Bn began landing &t 1C3C in COLA gliders that had been double towed, The CT
landed on the previousiy selected areas except for a small percentage of
gliders from each serial, No serial missed the prescribed landing zone,

lst battalion 194th landed in the correct landing zones excent for a
small percentage of gliders that were scattered, The battalion was able to
orient itself immediately and assembled rapidly. The battalion immediately .. ‘
moved northwest from the landing areas toward their objectives, with A Co
on the East and C Co on the West leading., The route of the battalion lay
generally through areas in which other gliders of the regiment had landed
and the battalion occupied objectives by 1400, with the exception of C Co,
C Co on the left met very stiff resistance in territory that had not been
cleared and they were forced to fight their way toward their assembly area
and objective, .

The second battalion 194 landed in the correct zone with about 90% of
their gliders, A few gliders landed on the east side of the Issel Canal.
The gliders were well grouped and this enabled the companies to move off as
groups soon after the fire fights on the landing zones were successfully come
pleted. The heavy weapons and AT nlatoons were able to supnort the rifle
companies almost immediately according to predetermined plans, ¥ithin 45.
minutes after-landing the battalion had. overcome initial resistance in the
landing areas, had assembled sufficient versonnel to function as a unit and
was on the move toward their objective. At that ti-e the battalion had estab-
lished communications with all companies, By 1230 Co E in battelion reserve 1Y

 :had reached its assembly area and the battalion CP was in oneration. The

battalion knocked out two tanks with bazooka fire enroute to its objective,
The battalion seized all objectives and repulsed four enemy counterattacks
knocking out two more tanks and damaging one, ‘

oy




" emplaced around the fields. Upon landing 75mm pack howitzers were put into

. . ’ ‘ . B "___ T ) . .
The third battalion, 194; alsd landed ABainst heavy flak and small arms !
fire, This battalion had heavy injtial }bése& due to flak and enemy. action
on the landing zones. :The battaliqn 8rganized into small groups overcame

‘the resistance on the landing zones ahd assembled as they moved toward the

assembly area, The battalion had peached their objectives and organized them

by 1600, The battalioh was initially in reserve and conducted extensive

patrolling from its reserve positions contacted the 507th Prcht Inf Regt to
the west, the 513th Prcht Inf Regt to the North (3d Bn) and the lst Commando
Brigade fBr‘) to the South, A ' .

The 194tk ¢ii Inf Regt had cleared their landing zones and.was 75% .. ..
assembled and under the control of thc Regimental Commander by 1200, The ¢
régiment attained all its initial objectives within two-hours after landing.
During the day the regiment captured 1150 Pi's, 4 155mm, 2 150mm, 4 105mm,

11 88mm, 2 7émm, 9 75um; and 10 20mm guns and destroyed or captured 2 flak -
wagons, 5 SP guns and 10 tanks.

The 68lst Gli FA Bn fought its way off the LZs and into its previously
selected firing positions, Calls for fire were received while Battery A was
enroute to its firing area and this battery immedintely went into hasty firing
positions besides the road and fired in support of the 194th Gili Inf, At »
1400 this battery proceeded to its planned firing positions.

The battalion landirg zones were underfire from S/A's and géag’gunS* P
action beside the gliders and direct fire was delivered on buildings and other
enemy positions. :

By 1600 tie battalion had 10 pieces operating out of a total of 12 brought
in, The Command Post and fire direction center-were set up and all wire and
radio nets were operating to Division Artillery, the 194th CP and both firing
batteries by 1400. Radio communication was in to the Artillery on the West bank

—

. of the Rhine and they were firing support missions by 1300.

L

At approximately 1900, 100 glider pilots-were attached to the battalion
and a perimeter defence was organized around the battalion position so as to
give maximum protection to the West flank,

At 2200 the enemy counterattacked the West flank of the battalion with
infantry and tank, A heavy fire fight developed and one tank -was-destroyed ——wm—

.before the enemy withdrew,

The 139th Abn Eng Bn began landing from gliders on LZ-N at 1200, and
met heavy anti-aircraft fire and ground fire on the landing zone, The battal-
ion landed in two serials 7 mimutes apart on the same landing zone. Gliders
were widely dispursed on landing and assembly was initially by squad and two
squad groups. These groups cleared the landing zones and worked their way
to their designated areas. By 1730 the battalion had taken all of its object-
ives and had consolidated in position. During the day 83 Germans were killed
or wounded and 315 captured along with an entire battery of 105 artillery with
all of its transporation and equipment.

The 680th Gli FA Bn (105 Howitzers) began landing west of the Rhine at
24,1140, Annroximately 50% of the gliders landed in the correct zones and all
gliders landed in an area of 4000 meters square near the-center of the Division
sector. All elements were subjected to enemy small arms, machine gun, mortar
and artillery fire immediately after landing,. The battalion cleared its
landing area although enemy fire was so intense that a proximately 40 gliders
were destroyed on the ground after landing. Firing during this initial phase
consisted of direct lay on enemy strong points and artillery pieces, with some
guns engaging the enemy within 5 minutes after landing. By 1245 about L of
the battalion had assembled and 6 pieces were laid and ready to fire in the
vicinity of coordinates 225447 (sheet 4305). The battalion CP was established
with a complete wire net operating at 1345, By 1700, 9 howitzers were in
position and 900 rounds of ammunition had been assembled,

.c/‘
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During the day the battallon saptired 2 enemy lOSmm batieries and one
155 battery which. hﬂd been deserted‘ 115 PW's were taken and ‘an estlmwted 50
enemy kllled E , o

D1V1510n Artlllery Hq & Hg Battery was dlvided 1nto a oarachute and a
glider element for the operation, The o&rachuhe element landed in DZ-X at’;
241025, This element forged their way off the DZ and ‘established a temﬁnrary
CP at 206450, The -glider element landed in LZ-N at 243216, Both elements -
encountered heavy flak and MG fire, The 2d elements’ 301ned at ‘the temowrary
CP at 1530, Hq & Hq Battery displaced to the Division CP after dark, '

The dlvlqlon art111ery net ooened 1mmed11tnly after landlng. ere'ﬁéts
were completed to all battalions at 251030, Control W1th supportlng artlllery
West of the Rhine was malntawned by PQGIO from 241300, " -

The mission of the l7th Abn D1v1s1on ws to selze clear and secure the
division area with priority to the high ground just E of DIERSFORDT and the

o)

bridges over the ISSEL B from.(253439) to (235458) (both incls), protect the -
right flank-(S):of:Corps, establish contact with lst Commando Brigade (Brltlsh)
NE of WESEL, with:the 15th Division (Scottish) and with the 6th A:Lrborne Dlv*- £

ision (British) on the left (N),

The division mission was accoﬁblished in every particular within a.few
hours after-landing. It was accomnlished in the face of he=vy flak and heavy
initial resistance on and around the. laddwng areas by enemy troops ‘who had
been ordered to sleep at their gun.positions the srecaedlng night.,

The operation was characterized bv the rapid assembly of troops and the
rapid and effective establishment of communications and control throughout
the division. S

The division mission was accomplished almost exactly as nlanned and with
very few casualties considering the nature of the mission and the opposition,
The high degree of communication and control permitted intelligent controlled
compliance with.all plans,.
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B, Reports of General Sbaff,

‘Planning. 3

This nhase began to aporoach final stages about- two weeks nrior: to D—day.
‘A visit to Ninth Army, our administration channel, in comn%ny of the Division
A.G,, cleared up many points of differénce from the normal routine and- waved
the way for smooth relations during the heat of operation, : S

G-1 renorts were all called for as of 2400 to be submitted by 1300 the

following day. This was designed to give the wiits a meximum of time for' ore—';
paration and checking, give the Staff Section time for consolidation, “and re-ﬂaﬁ

quire the minimum of effort on delivery of such r=oorts. The daily »hohe in’

Estimated Loss Report »eriod was established as from 1800 to 1800 hours., By

so doing, it was contemnlated that units would h=ve a maximum of time to pre-~
pare such a report with a high degree of accuracy, yet incorporating most of

the personnel changes, All renmorts were required to be in by the deadline in
each case even if messe nger had to be used,

The collect’'ng poiﬁt‘for the dead was selected to coordinate with the
Quartermaster activities, and was desigriated at a noint on one side of the re-
supnly drop area, By so doing, the Quartermaster personnel could all onerate
in the same locality affording greatest degree of protection, and suonly trans-
portation could be utilized for hauling in the bodies., Furthermore, the loc~
ation was adjaceht to and readily accessible to a proposed bridge at Wesel:
and lastly, should temporary burial be necessary, ample space was available
for a cemetery.

The Prisoner of War collecting point was designated near the burial collect
ing point with the view to using prisoner -labor ‘should a temporary cemetery be-—
come necessary, Furthermore, lts location was aoorox1matelv central in the area
and was close to a proposed bridge at Wesel, :

Personnel of the section was divided into a glider-borne and an overland
group, The glider-borne groun was comnosed of the G-1, the Master Sergeant,

Operations Sergeant, and two clerks, No transportatlon was nlanned to be taken;

Only very limited equipment was to be taken since a join-up by overland forces
was contemplated =arly,

It was felt that initially the Division Chanlain could be of greatest ass-
istance at the Division Medical Clearing Station, The final olan dictated his

-entry into the area by glider with the Medical Comnany. His clerk with driver

and transnortation.were to come overland and join him with the other land ele-
nment.s, -

‘The Red Cross versonnel with emergency mwersonal sun-lies were nlanned to
arrive in the overland echelon,

3

Operation, : : SRR

Landing by glider was made D-Day about 1220 hours, /Sgt McAferty was lost
evacurted wounded, in the landing., The balance of the section particinated in
the fire fight to gain the pronosed CP location. The CP was opened in that
location about 1600 D-Day., The overland group of the G-l Section with the Ass-
istant G-1, two clerks and two wvehicles with drivers arrived on the afternoon

of Df2,

Due to heavy flghting and local mopoying up operations, only two reports
were received during the first evening, One came from a regiment and the other
fram Signal Company. By the evening of D1, all units had submitted a report
and the first report to higher headguarters was comniled and phoned in on’'the
morning of D2, Df2 produced the first report whichwas felt to be reasonably
accurate, .
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The Quartermaster and suoply 1nstallat10ns were estmbllshed at the NW cor-
ner of the resmpply drop area (DZ W) rather than the SE corner as nlanned, ;

(S

Therefore, the Graves Reglstrﬁtion Collecting Point was established in that SN
area also, to coincide with the plan of keeping the two together. No bodies ’ ‘
were received from units D-Dayi D#1 found all units evacuating to the new loc-

ation, This same day, decision was made tostart temporary burials D£2, How- S,

ever, directives -later in the evening, estmbllshlng priorities for D2 assured
movement of the bodies back across the rlver and no temnorary burials were
necessary.

Hundreds of ~risoners were cantured the first day and hundreds more daily
thereafter, The W coilecting point of one of the regiments was near the sup~
ply and burial 'incstallations., This one was taken over by the Division Provost
Marshall and designated as the Division Collecting Point, First evacuation to
the ‘British Second Army collecting noint was made DAL,

The Chaplain came in by glider with the Division Medical Company and work—
ed at that location as “‘anned b

The Red Cross went in overland, joined the airborne group on the afternpon
of D-Day and began immediately dispensing needed articles to the men of one of
the regiments, On D/l and 2, all units of the d1v181on were visited by one of
the representatlves . _

Conclusions and Recommendations: o " .

The report system as set up is WOrkabie and practical, It shoud be con~
tinued as set up unless changes in requirements for informtion become necessary?

In an operation where a 301n—up of frlendly forces is 1minent by Dll the
value of the G-l -and section in the airborne echelon is doubtful, Recommend ‘
that in such an operation, they join with the overland column, Where the join-
up with overland echelon is doubtful by DI, this section definitely should come
in airborne.

The division chanlain can be of the greatest value at the Division Medical
Llearing Statlon and should cone in alrborne to operate at that locatlon.

Total Battle Casualties for operatlon "VARSITY" endlng 24,00, 25 March l9h5

Officers  EM  Total
KIA LT 352 393
WIA . 80 . - 754 831,
MIA _90 - 8 _#g
- Total 121 1186 1307

Total Non-Battle Casualties for Opera{ion "VARSITY" ending 2400, 26 March
A945: s

Officers EM Total

apat—————eap e

L2 28 30

‘Total German Prisoners of War capturea during operation "VARSITY" ending
24,00, 26 March 1945: 3,341, - ;

2, G-2,

General.

The initial action by the G-2 section was to accumulate and evaluate such
material as was on hand concerning the proposed area, A considerable amount ¢f
background information was available, and lacking mans and photogranhs at this
time, a careful study was made of the populatlon, terrain in general, and known
mnﬁm@mmlnmemmmam& o .
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.On 24 Februwry a supply of maps, a limited supply of ‘photographs (mosaics)
were received along with con51derable additional 1ntelllgance inform-tion- of

”

. varying value; Abthis time‘thz exact area of operation was undertermined; howevey

with the receipt of the Corps overlay early in March this area was deflnltely
fixed and a detallod study could be madey -

- March 10, was the date ‘set’ for oubllcatlon of the Intelllgence Annex for A
operation "VAPSITV' and u@tullPd studies were made of defenses, terrain, weathef;
fortifications, roads and idzes, and enemy Crder of Battle, A supplemental '4,
finnex was published ca 16 Mt"vh concx¢nwn5 additional information and thereafter
Perlodlc Bulletins were Lub¢1shed with current 1niorm1tlon. c

At the maruhal“ing area a large operation tent was maintained containing. the
Division War Kown for staff use, and anothersection for distribution of mans,
photos, documennu, etec, During the three day period in the marshalliing areqs
a large volume of material was distributed to the units and two separate intel~
ligence reports were pUDlLSh’ . Because of the rapidly changing enemy .situation
and difficulty of positive icentificaiicn 3* w=s necessary to carefully evaluate
enemy defenses and continually revise previous estimates.

Problems arising and Methods of Solution,

Security, - It is thought that the security on operation "VARSITY" left much-
to be desired. From all indications many of the violations were on a very high
level; Soldiers of this division were given information while visiting higher
headquarters as drivers or messengers, and even in the United Statesradio an-
nouncements were made prior to the oper%tlon giving units and plans in a general
way. '

Extreme efforts were made to prevent local security violations, desnite the

. difficulties involwved caused by the close association with French personnel. It

‘'was inevitable that when trocps saddenly disappear from a small town a consider-—

able amount of question is raigsed.  Every eifort was made to conceal the nature

" . of the unit in its movements and to prevent leakage of information as to .specific

date and place of the cperation. Use of 12 separate airfields presented a sec—
urity problem,. but in general. sesurity was good, Unit war rooms and unit securlty
was generally good. Comnunizations security was falrly good, and no evidence .of
overt acts of espicnage were present. o

Top Secret Control, - Responsibility for TS Control was left entirely with
G-2 and all documents regardless of source were processed through the TS Control

"Section of the G-2 Cffice, This system worked out very well, but beeause of"

limited facilities imposed a great burden during rush period.

Photo_and Map Cover~ge, - Was slow in being distributed during the olanning
phase of the operation, A large volume of photos and mans were received but only
a small nercentage actually within areas desired. It is believed that this diffi~
culty was caused by lack of clear delineation of channels, Ap»roaching D-Day the
photo and map coverage 1mproved cvn51der1b1y. < .

Enemy Information. - Because of the neculiar nature of the operatlon and
preceding action, accurate information of the enemy was difficult to obtain.
After enemy forces were driven out of-Wesel pocket and east’of the Rhine direct
contact was lost for a number of days, and during this period little accurate
information on enemy intentions or dispositions was received,

Recommendations:

It is recommended that more stringent security measures be envoked in the
future (VIZ).




(1) Strict press and radio censorship prior to, eperation,
(2) Less non-essential liaison and observersfpripr to operaiiono

That Top Secret Control be handled by Adjutant Generalls Staff under dir-
cction of Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, This is the orescribed method used by .
higher headquarters, J ,
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On or about Februiry 6, 1945, while engaged in combat along the Our River
aear Clerveaux G-2 and G-3 were ordered to the Headquarters of the First Allied
Airborne Army at Maison la Fitte near Paris. While there they were briefed on
the general plan for omeration "VARSITY", Certain basic details such as the
troops who would particinate, the number of nlanes and gliders necessary to 1lift
the division and the availability of troep carrier air fields on the continent
were discussed, It was announced at this time that the 17th Airborne Division
would be ordered out of the line in a few days and sent back to Chalons sur Marne
to prepare for this operation which was to take place in about six weeks,

Orders weré later received by division for its relief and the movement to
Chalons sur Marne began on February 10th. The last elements closed in Chalons

on February l4th, : ‘ _ . <::}

The division was given a period of about one week in which*tO'rest, prepare
the tent camp area, clean up equipment and clothing and conduct show down in-
gpections,  During this time a training directive was published ordering:

(1) Reorganization of the division under new T/O and T/E 71; 16 Dec 19k,
The major change under this new T/0 was the disbandment of the 193rd Glider
Infantry Regiment and the reorganization of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment
with 3 battalions; the reorganization of Glider Field A tillery Battalions with
3 firing batteries; the conversion of 6&th Glider FA Battalien to a 105mm
howitzer battalion; thé addition of a tnird squad to the rifle olatoons of parad-
chute infantry regiments and the addition of another parachute. field artillery
battalion, the 46L4th Parachute FA Battalion, -

(2) The training of reinforcements,
(3) Airborne training to include: , : <:>x_

(a) Glider pay rides, ‘

(b) Basic glider training in familiarization with CGLA glider and
‘knots and lashings, ‘ : »

(¢) Door practice for parachute elements,

(@) Tactical glider and parachute drops to assimilate as nearly as
nossible conditions expected in operation YYARSITY",

(e) CPX's to test radio link and other communications as anticipated
for coming operation,

(£) Familiarization firing with all weapons to include the new '
recoilless type 57mm and 75ma’ guns, : ,

(g) The training of 513th Parachute Infantry to familiarize them with
the C-46 plane and the jumping of all men of this regiment from
¢his plane, 5 :

This ¢raining program was carried out and continued until the time of the
operation, ‘ ' ' ' N
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Orders and directives for the operation were issued from time to time by
XVIII Corps (Airborne) at Epernay. Close liaison between division and corps
was maintained by liaison and staff officers,

A conference was held by CG, IX TCC at IX TCC Headquarters near St;_Germain;r
France. At this conference training and operational requirements for planes and, -

* gliders were discussed and schedules set up.

V\.

—

-

{

As Allied Forcés moved rapidly toward the Rhine River, necessity for an
early airborne operation became evident. D-Day was therefore advanced to March
2Lth,

Liaison officers were sent to First Allied Airborne Army and IX Troop Carrier
Command, éth British Airborne Division, lst British Commando Brigade and 15th |
Scottish Division, The last three liaison officers went into the operation with
the units to which they were attached and continued to maintain llalson durlng
the operatlon. ' : : :

As soon as the definite mission was received from corps a study was made of -
possible LZ'z and IZ's, One DZ was selected for each parachute combat team and
two LZ's were selected for gliders. A saturation of approxim~tely 50% was nece=
ssary in both 1Z's, R :

Because it was impossible to 1ift the entire division with the allotted dir-
craft it was necessary to select the troops and allot units their quota of planes
and gliders.

A decision then had to be made on the order in which troops were to be
brought in alrborne. Missions were assigned units and an air movement table.
drawn up. . ‘ B - '

Plans were made for the attachment of ground units which were to come across

the Rhine River and lastly a plan was made for extended ground action after D»Day.

Marshalllng°

The’ lelSlon moved to the marshalllng areas by train and by motor beglnning
D=4, The land tall moved by motor on D-3 to- Issum, Germany, on the west bank of
the Rhine, :

Whlle in the'marshalling areas- (12 airfields in France) communlcations was
malntalned by TWX telephone, C~h7‘s L4's and jeep messenger service,

The G=3 Section was d1v1ded for the oger*tlon in three echelons. Paréchuté,.-
glider and land tail, . '

Operations,

One casualty was sustained in the G-3 Section during the operatioﬁ. Pfc
Herron was killed by enemy small arms fire immediately upon landing by glider,

The Glider Echelon of thefG-B Séction assembled with the remainder of the
Division Headquarters glider echelon and moved to t he Division CP, Later on D-Day
they were joined at the CP by the parachute elements of the G-3 Sectlon. On
D43 the land tail arrived. : ‘
Conclusions. ‘

1., The mission ﬁssigned this division for "VARSITY" was an excellent airborne
mission, : ; . ,

2, The time allowed for training‘agdiplanning was adequate,

Ze )’The morale of the divisionwas at its highebt peak for the operation,
JLTﬁe division was well equipped and well supoorted

5. The plannlng of units was sound and thorough. |

6. All men were properly briefed,

—<SoP=Cflil
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7. Glider pilots were properly used and well briefed,

Recommendations,

1, A better ¢ommunications system should be established between marshdlling
areas, SRR . . _ ‘

2, Recoilless rifles should be included in the T/E of an airborne division,

oc,;'

General,

L,

In oneration "VARSITY", functions of supply and évicuation were grouped in
three phases; first, the period of planning and refitting extending from 12 =~ =
February to 18 March (B-6), second, the period of concentrating in the marshalle
ing areas extending from 18 March to 24 March (D~6 to D-Day), and third, the
period of operation extending from 24 March through 26 March (D-Day to DA2),

More specific data may be’found in the sections covered by Ordnance,’
Quartermaster, Signal, Medical, Engineer and CWS sections, _

Planningq

Immediately after arriv-l of the division in the Chalons sur Marne area
showdoyn inspections were held for all units, New Tables of Organization-and-
Equipment had just-beén authorized the division-and it was necéssary to reallocate
existing equipment, particularly motor wehicles, within units of the division, =
This orocess was facilitated b~ the enlarged 194th Glider Infantry Regiment -
taking over initially all equipment of the 193rd Glider Infantry, which was de=
agtivated in accordance with the new T/0 -and E, - o -

Requisitiens to cover shortages were prepared by the Division Bupply Officer ..
and submitted to XVIII Corps Airborne which forwarded them direct to Comm' Zone;"
High priority was given the re-equipment process and much of the material was .
delivered to the- Division issuing depot, Refitting for the operation had been .
completed within one month fromthe date the Division closed in Chalons sur o
Marne, During this period all armament and motor vehicles were inspected and ‘
repaired; the Division Air Force equipment ~nd persennel were flown to Chalons '
from the United Kingdom, and arrangements were made to expedite the arrival and
final equipping of the L464th Parachute FA Battalion, newly on the continent from
the United States and newly assigned to the division, ' ’

Non T/E equipment and supplies required‘for the operation were secured

doneurrently with items of T/E equipment -~ some of this equipment was made by - ...

the 17th Parachute M~intenance Company, Equipment that was non T/E and had to
be procured or made consisted of British leg bags, recoilless rifles, loading '
and lashing rope, yellow florescent hindkerchiefs (for identifitcation), BAR
containers, machine guns, cal,30 M1919A6 and hand grenades,

" Speeifications for a suitable marshalling area camp were furnished by the
Division to XVIII Airborne Corps and First Allied Airborné Army on 26 February,
The latter headquarters constructed thirteen camps scattered throughout four
Base Sections. The capacity of each camp was 1200 with the exception of the _
camp where the C-46's were to depart which had a capacity of 2600, All camps - e
were substantially completed by 15 March and were in operating condition when
the Division troops began arriving on 21 March, During this ‘operation the
Division provided four liaison officers one with each Base Sgction Headquarters,
These liaison officers provided the only close coordination between the units
building the camps and the Division, I

v
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A transportation corps officer from Oise Base Section reported to the
division on 8 March, This officer acted as coordinator between division and .,
.Oise B ase Section and worked out the many details associated with-a- combined ,
rail and motor movement from the base camp to the marshalling areas,

During the first two weeks of March, units prepared areas within their
réspective Base camps for storage of individual clothing and baggage to remain
with the Base Echelon., A transportation pool was arranged for this echelon by
having each unit leave cne 1/4 ton truck and a trailer at Base and having each
regiment and Division Artilicry leave one 2 3/2 ton truck. In addition the
Division Quartermistzr and the Parachute Mnintenance Company provided seven -

2 1/2 ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks and trailers,

- Road clearances and routes were established for the Overland Echelon which
was to concentrate west of the Rhine River in the vicinity of Issum, Germany.
“For this echelon it was nesessary to-provide thirty 2 1/2 ton trucks from
Bources outside the division., The 2,005 wvehicles involwed in the movement of
the Overland Echelon used two routes and covered the 246 miles without any over-
night halt. ‘ ' ‘

The planning phase for.operation "V.RSITY" progressed from day to day as
reflected by the varicus activities, initially and principally with XVIII Airborne
Corps and subsequently more detailed arrangements with outside headquarters,

’ Arrangements were made with First Allied Airbowmme Army in regard to air resup»nly
: on D-14, and subseguently the G-4 Section inspected supnlies being prepared at
the resupply airstrips for the operation. The Division G-4 conferred Wwith G-4
of Ninth Army on ground resupply arrangements on D-12, ' o
The general plan for supply and evacuation for the operation called for all
- classes of supplies sufficeint for a minimum of one day to be carried by air as
basic unit loads., Immediately following the air lifts of the division a resup»ly
mission consisting of 270 tons of all classes of supoly (enough for one day) was
- to be flown by B-2L .borbers based in the United Kingdem. An sutomatic resupoly
mission of 540 tons of all classes of supply was scheduled for D/l, Further .
items to be deliwcred by air were to be recuested by division through XVIII
Airborne Corps to First Allied Airborne Army who weuld be responsible for pro-
curing them, preparing.them for aerial delivery and drovping them into the DZts,
DZ:s were to be marked by pathfinder personrel,” All envlal resupnly subsequent
to D/1 was to be unon radio request by division, and suificient material was
. prepared at the resupoly air strips (there were three on the continent) to
sustain the.division for nine days of operation.

Additional supnlies and replacement items of critical equipment, particu-
larly radios and crew served weapons, were carried in the Overland Echelon,
Ground resup»nly arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established a dump
west of the Rhine River for this purpose, This dump consisted of all classes
of supolies and was to be maintained at three days operating level until normal
bridge traffic across the river was established, '

A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company DUKW's, augmented by 27 additional
DUKW's was provided the division for the mowvement of supplies across the river
until bridges were established. These DUKW's also provided an additional means
‘of resupply should the air resupply mission fail or bridging operaticas be un-
successful,

~ Because of the restriction on the number of gliders available for the oper=
v ation, the bulk of the division supply personnel and equipment was in the overland
echelon, : , -

. In order to provide the necessary labor to carry out the divisionts paré of
the supply plan, one platoon from a Quartermaster Service Company was attached
to th~ division; Ninth Army was to operate the suoply dump on the west bank of
the . .ne River, the division was to operate all dumps on the east bank of the
River,

-I’ ve v
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As a special meas ure to expedite tﬁéiréaevory of AirForce Equipment
threo officers and 57men from the Division Prcht Maintenance Co were to Jjump
with the 507th CT» These men were to be reinforced by 1 officer and 47 men
after contact with thé ground echelon was established. :

Medical service and supply was to be furnished the Division Medical Co
which was to go in airborne and be prepared to hold all casuslties for 48 hrs
if necessary. Two surgical teams were attached to the Medical Co for the
operation. Back up cn the west sapk of the Rhine was to be provided initially
by one- platoon from an Lony Clearing Co, this platoon was then to ferry
acrogs the Rhine o2 D% L, Zix TURW®s were;set agids to move casualties to
evacuation hospitals on the west bank of the rivero

|
Priorities were established for vehicles in the Overland Echelon to
cross the river., The general plan on the priorities was for the tactical units
transportation and organic ambulances plus a few control vehicles for Division
Supply officers to cross first followed by heavy transportation of Division
Service Organizations, An attached tank battalion and attached TD battalion
were also given high priority but their crossing depended upon heavy river '
craft and heavy capacity bridges being ava}lableo ~

4

Marshalling Areas

Units began to shift supplies and equipment to the marshalling areas on
D=6, Thig left cnly individual equipment to be sarried on the transporsation
moving the trcops. Division Air Force equipment and necessary rigger person=
nel were also moved to the departure fields at this time, This work was com=
ploted by D=8 using only organic transportation. : - :

The rail movement ‘to’ the marshalling area began on D-4 and advance par=
ties departed by motor at the same time. Comm Zone vehicles were used to
carry %troops to the entraining points and' then used to transport other troops
to two nearby airfields. All troops had closed in the marshalling areas early
in the afternoon of D=3, Transportation from detraining points to the various
marshalling areas was also furhished by Comm Zoneo Comm Zone also manned ‘the
marshalling areas, ran the messes, furnished the Quarters and provided medical
service. Every effort was m ade to give the men as amny comforts as possibleo

During the three days in the marshalling areas it was necéssary to fill
small last minute shortages in eguipment and supplicse Ccmm Zone Ordnance
repair parties made some minor repairs to individual weapons.

The Division Land Echelon under the Command of the Assistent Division
commander left base camp. the morning of D-3and closed in its appointed assom=
bly arca at 0400 of D~2 with no major difficulties encounteredo

Operationsg

. On D Day the Division Supply personnel traveling by glider camo into the
area of operations with only minor losses; however, some supply gliders were
not located until late that daye o

The airborne medical personncl sustained a substantial loss when mem=
bers of one surgical team becemc casualties upon landing due to encmy actiono
This threw a very heavy burden on the remaining surgical teamo

_ The air resgupply mission, which was flown as scheduled, was approximately
75% effectivo. Some bundles were rolegsed very close to the ground while
others were scattored, The lator was broutht abeut in part by the inability
of the pathfinder personncl, who werc to merk the resupply DZ, to reach the

‘fiold in time. This personnel jumped with a battalion of CT 507, This bate-

talion was dropped to the north of its DZe The pathfinders could not work

d.mm to.DZ W (the DZ for this battalion and the resupply) until and intervens

:.g wooded area was, clearcd of thc encmy.
|
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unit needs until normal cross = river traffic could be established.
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sﬁpplles via DUKWS began crossing the Rhire . byvl700‘D Day&ﬁ"ﬁésea on . .

tactical reasons, higher headquarters concolled the air rosupply scheduled

for D/i. This required a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKWS and a ..
change in thoir traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as pos=-
sible. It also required the establishmont of supply dumps nearer the east bank
of the river (originally it was planned to consolidate these dumps with tho sé
established for air resupply in the vicinity of the resupply DZ)‘

By daylight Dﬁ& DUKWS were transporting supplies over the river in quan-
tities more than sufficiont to .support the current operatione DUKWS were per-
mitted to used‘the birdge, which oxpeditcd their movemcnt materially,

""Tho platoon from the Army Clearing Co established a station on the east
bank of the. Rhine prior to noon D/ﬁ to which casualties from the Division
Clearing Station were evacuated in Division ambulances. Army ambulances and -
DUKWS were used to move casuwltles to the cvacuation hospltals on the west
bank of thc rlver. : -

Vbhlcles of the Overland Tail were crossing the river at such rate as to
put them in advance of their schedule early on D/i. On Dfé all vehicles reach-
ed the east bank of‘the Rhine.

Personnel from the 17th Prcht Malntenanco Co began their . salvage of AAF
equlpment on D Days In spite of their offorts, only a small part of ‘this
equlpmcnt either undamaged or damaeged was cventually recovered. '

By noon of D/é operatlon of modical sarvice Was normul for Allied porson-
nel = by midnight DA2 all wounded.German prisoners had been carlOd back across
the rlver. Thus medical evacuation had bccome normal. o _;‘W&J
By 2400 D/z Supply dimps Classos T = IIT = V had been built up £o tho
point whore they could support threoe days oporations Sufficiont Class IT and
IV items were on hand in the vehicles of the Overland Tail to provide for |
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De Division Artillery Report. o SRR _ L

Planning.

t

as Tho mission of the 17th Airborne Division and gencral planrof the Division
Commander was given to the Division Artillery Commander on about 20 February
1945« At that time it was tentatimely decided thate ~

(1) ‘Initially, 466th Prcht FA Bn attachod to 513th CT, -680th Gli FA Bn-attachw
ed to 507th CT, and 681st Gli FA Bn attached to 194th CTe

(2) 1In cvont an additional parachute ficld artillory battalion was assigncd
or attachod to the division that it would be attached to 507th CT and
680th Gl1 FA Bu would bc in gonoral gupport.

(3) If sufficient aig 1ift would hot be aveilable to bring in all organie
" ..bnes eirbor.o, to being thom in with the overland olements and depond
on artillery cn the west baak of the Rhinc for diroct- support whore
neco ssary. - | ‘

(4) The minimum rcinforcing artillery nec¢ssary to accomplish the mission
would bo one rcinforcing battelion or ficld regiment per organlc direct
support battalion.

be The Division Artillery Commandor attondod a conference at Hoadq:zarters X171 q
Corps (Br) on 28 February 1945 at which time wore present~

CCRA, XII . Corps (Br) ' ' R R .
Corps Artillery Commander, XVIIT Corps (Abn) L e
CRA, 6th British Abn Div

Division Artillery Commander, 17th Abn Div

CCRA, VIII British Corps

Signal Officor, XII Corps (Br) .

Communications Officer, XVIII Corps Artillory.

At this confcrence the following were discussed and tentatively agreod upone

(1) Diroct and gensral support artillery formations available to support the
operation from the west bank of the Rhinc.

(2) Forward observer and translator teams for Britlsh formations on the west '
bank of the Rhinc, ‘

(3) Communications.

(4) Procedurc. . o

ce After numerous conforences with the division commander, the XVIIT Corps
artillery officer and CCRA, XII Corps (Br) (through the XVIII Corps Artillery
Officor) the final artillery plan and organization of the field artillery for
combat was arrived ate The final docision wasnot made until 15 March 1945, ‘
when it was cvident that the 464th Prcht FA Bn, which did not join theo division
from the Unitcd States until 11 March 1945, would be fully equipped and ready
for combat. The organization for combat was as follows.

464th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 507th CT.

466th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 513th cTe .

68lst Gli FA Bn, initially attached 194th Gli Inf. LN

680th Gli FA Bn (105 Howe M3), gcncral support, answer calls for fire !
from 3d Bn 513th Prcht I f.. -
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53 (w) Division artillery (Br)s General support (from Wwest bank of Rhine!
133 Lt Rogte RA roinforce firo 466th Prcht FA Bn ‘
8l Lt. Rogte RA‘rcinforcc fifes 68lst Gli FA Bn
83 Lt. Regt. RA refsiforce fircs 464th Prcht FA Bn
77 Medium Regte RA (5.5G), Gencral Support.

Bricfinge”

Briefing of Division Artillery staff was hcld to a minimum number and no
membor was briefed until it was considered nccessary, nonc being briefed prior
to D=24. Battalion commanders and staffs were brlcfod on D= ~-15 and battery .
commundcrs on D-8, - ’ . T T ei——

Final briefing of all romaining officers and enlisted men in the Air lift
was completed betwecn D-3 and D-1 after being sealed at departure fields. The
final bricfing was so compicte that every officer and cnlisted man knew the'
"big picture," the plan for the division, the plan for his unit «nd what he as
an’ individual was gning to do on landings The value of this complcte brief-
ing was provon by the superior performancc of the units upon landings

Rechearsalse

No rohearsals were hold except for o communication exercise involving all
wire and radio communication of the division artillery, including the special
forward obscrver and *translator teams, on 14 March 1945. Since all personncl
involved in this rchearsal had not been bricfed, it was staged as s.typo-of -~
communication cxercisc.

Forward Obsorvers, Lialson and Translators.

Ge Organlc. )
' 464th Prcht FA Bn = one (1) forward observer section andone (1)
linison soction withesch battalion of 507th Prcht Tnf; also a command liaison
section with regimental commander. '

. 466th Prcht F* Bn - one (1) forw.rd observer soction and onc (1)
liaison goction with each battalion of 513th Prcht Inf; also a command llalson
scction with cach regimental commandor. : -

§8lst Gli FA Bn - onc (1) forward obscrver section and ono (1; B
liaison scction with cach battalion of 194th G1i Inf; also a comman 1son
section with rogimental commander. .

680th Gli FA Bn = onc (1) forward obscrver section and onc (1)
liaigon scction with with 34 Bn, 513th Prcht Inf,.

be 53 (w) Division Artillery (Br)

81 Fiold Rogimont, RA - Onc (1) forward observer section with cach
battalion of 194th Gli Inf and onc (1) liaison ‘scction with CO,- 68lst Gli FA Bn.

, 83 Field Rogimont, RA = Onc (1) forward obscrver section with each .
g_ttallon of 507th Prcht Inf and onec (1) liaison scction with €O, 464th Prcht
~FA Bn.

133 Ficld Rogiment, RA = One (1) forwarg observer sectlon w1th vach
battalion of 513th Prcht Inf and onc (1) liaison gpctlon with €O, 466th Prcht
¥A Bn. .
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53 (w) Division Artillery ~ Onc (¥ 1inison soction with commanding

Gonmoral, 17th Airborno Division Artillorys 1 -

XVIII Corps (Abn) artillory - Onc (1) Linison scction with G, 17th Abn
Div Arty and ono (1) trunslator tcam with cach of 8lst, 833, 133d Field Rogts
und with 53 (w) Div Artys All translatro tcams wore U. Se Army personnol
as also worc all ferward obsorvor and liaison scctions representing all clom=~
onts of 53 (W) Div Arty. Theso tranglator, forwerd observer and liaison
scetions wero trainsd oy X¥IIT Gorps (Abn) Arty and assigned duties by CG, 17th
Abn Div Arty. Thoy consisied of onc (1) officer and two (2) enlisted mon
oach, the personncl having been drawn mainly from 17th Abn Div Arty.

Exccution

Units, with all eirborne transportaticn, moved to departurc field on
D=4 and D=3. Non-airborny cloments moved overland to o rendozvous on the wost
side of the Rhino under the command of the assistant division commandor on D=3,

The division artillery was disposed at five departure fields as follows

A=80 = Advance detachoment, HQ 17th Abn Div Arty .
464th Prcht F Bn (lossGlided transportation)
466th Prcht FA Bn (less glided howitzers and transportation)s
B=24 - Headquarters and Headquarters Btry 17th Abn Div Arty (less adv dot.)
Dotachoment, 465th Prcht FA Bn (3 sparo howitzers).
h=39 = 680th Gli FA Bn :
Detachmont, HQ Btry, 681st ¢li FA Bn : :
Glider Elms, 484th Prcht FA Bn, (1 officor, 42 E M, 10 - % ton trucks,
4 - § toa trailers). ' o
A-48 - 681st Glider FA Bn (less Detachment, HQ Btry)
B-20 - Glider olms, 466th Prcht FA Bn, (2 officors, 40 EM, 9 = } ton trucks,

5 = % ton trailers).

Air OP sections centralized under Division Control, were landed at an
air strip woest of the Rhino on D-3.
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De Roport of Land Echolon.

The land toil of tho 17th Aliborne Dlvlslon con31sted o’ those vehicles
of tho divisioh not transported by’ gllders (1082 trucks and 353 trailors and
the following attached unitss

144th TD Bn (SP = Br)

605 TD Bn {Towed)

771 Tank Bn

692 FA Bn :

398 Q1 (Trk ) Co

458 QM Co AMP o

Co A, 3d Cml Mortar Bn '

387 A4 Bn (SP) - _

A1l of these vehiclcs and units crossed the Rhinc either by ferry or
bridge.

In order to avoid congestion near the crossing sites on the west bank of
the Rhine a systom of steging arcas under Br Control was organized. An assembly
area between Issum (094273) and Kapcllen (048313) was assigned to-the 17th '
Abn Div from which vehicles were moved by stages end on strictly controlled
roads to the rivers The number of vehiclds in the asembly areca at any one
timc was kept at a mlnlmum, only enougli being there to insure a steady flow
of truffic.

- The organic vchicles of the division moved to Bree Belgiim on 21 March
from whence thoy werc dispatched to Issum~Kapellen area when called for. The
attached units reported to the Issum-Kapellen arca direct so as to arrive
-there approximately twenty-four hours prior .to their contemplated crossing time.

The British provided wire communications for the staging area including
the Division assombly arca and liaison officer for the assembly areas The 17th
Abn Div sent liaison officers +to bo with the British Bank Control Officer amd
at all sceondary arcas where vehiclcs werc to stop on their way to the river.
Two officers worc sont to the far bank to supervise the movement of the wchicles
from the river to & division cont®®v point.at Muhlenfilds At this place unit
guides took control of their own: vehlclcs.

. Ferrylng and brldge construction was started by thc Brltlsh on D Day North
of Xauten (1141) and in spite of strafing, and bombing by hostil planes continued
uninterruptedly. In accordance with a pru=determined schedule ambulances cross-
ed on D Day; en Df1 most of the self-propcllcd AT guns and tanks Werc across

and by D/3 the division had 1ts organlc trunsportatlon and had been joincd by
all attached unitse

Grouwid rcsupply arrangements werc made with Ninth Army'whd cstablished
& dump on thc wost bank of the Rhine River in the vicinity of JLssum, where-was
locatod tho Division Roar Echelon. This dump consistod of all classes of
supplics which wero to be maintained at throc days oporating 1evel until such
time a normal brldgo traffic across tho river was ostablishcd.

A Quartcrmaster Amphibious Truck Company (DUKRWS) (augmcnted by 27 addit=-
ional DUKWS) was provoded the Division for movement of supplies across the
river to dumps on the far shore until bridges were establisheds Thosc DUKWS
also congtituted an additional means of rcsupply should the air nesupply
mission fail and/ or bridging operations be unsuccossful,.

Supplies via DUKWS bogan crossing thce Rhinc by 1700 D Daye. Based on Cortai
tatticel roasons, higher headquarters cancclled the air resupply soheduloed for
DAle This requirod a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKWs and a change
in their traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as possiblece It
al - required thc establishment of supply dumps nearer the cast bank of the

».oor (originally it wasplanned to consolidate these dumps with thoso ostablish-
ed for air rosupply in the vicinity of thc:rcsupply DZ)e

- ﬁ‘,i
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By daylight DA DUWS were transporting supplles vor the river in -
quantitios more ‘than sufficiont to support. the curront eporation.. DUKWS were
permitted to uso tho birdgo, which cxpoditod their movement materzally .

Fo REPORTS OF SPNCIALL STAFF
I, SIGNAL

Planning

Planning for tho signal communications of Oporations VARSITY began on 23
Fobruary 1945 whon the Divisicn Commander notifiod the Division Signal Officer
of the pending opcration. The pianning was divided into throo sections:
ground communications aftor the drop, supply and rosupply, and communications
in thc marshallmng aroase ‘

Ao Ground Communicatiqn Planning,
Yo Radio ‘

() In order to insure good instantancous communications upon
lending it was decided to set up five parallel radio nets to link tho division
command post and the rogimental command posts. Four of those nets were to
be SCR 300, frequency modulated voice radio.ncts, and the fifth was to be an
SCR 694 not amplitudc modulated with (W transmission. The four SCR 300 nets
were sot up as follows: Net FD =3-= Division Commander, Chief of Staff and
throo Rogimental Commanders; Not FD = 4-Division G-2 and Regimontal §-2°'s; Net
FD=5- Division G=3 ond Regimental §=3°s; Not FD=6- Divigion G-=4 and Rogimental
S=4' 8o0. ThsSCR 694 not wasto servo Division and the Rogimental headquartors.

. (b) For radio communlcatlon to higher headquarters tho Div1s1on
had o SCR 193 stations in XVIII Corps nots and one SCR 499 in the resupply
not to First Alllcd Airborne Armyo :

" (6) TFor radio communlcatlon to other headquartersp thc following
plan was adoptoda
To 1st Commando Brigade‘(Br) and to,thc 15th Div headquartors
in tho Division Commsnd net FD=1. N
To the 6th Abn Div (Br)s The 6th Ayn Div furnished two 22
radio sets for the lateral link between divisions.

(d) An SCR 193 net, and SCR 30 link and an SCR 610 link furne
ished communication to the Divigion Rpar headguartcrs on tho west bank of
the Rhine Rivors .

(o) An SCR 399 link was set up for radio commumication to the
Division Basgoo
Radio toams of two %o four mon cach werc used to accomplish these ine
stallationso
20 Wirc
Tho wiro plan decided uwpon for tho initial wirc installation
was a8 indicated on Annox 2, To accomplish this installation for the airborne
ocholon, six fivc mon tecams, ococh equipped with jecps with RL-3ls and oight
milos of WellO wirc wcre takon in airbornco The romaindor of the Signal Co
wiro seotion wag 1ncorporated in the ground achelon. .

30 Others
The division SO0I was put out in two soctions; an assault section
covering tho poriod D to D#2 and a regular section which was carried by tho
Divigion Signal Officer bn the airborne‘Oporation and distributed on Dﬁéo

During the period 1 Mhrch o 10 Morch meetings woro held with
%F roprogentatives of the’ Second Army (Br), XVIII Abn Corps, end the 6th Abn
- (Br)“to docide upon froQuency assignments, eryptographic systoms, and
moans ‘of individual rccogn1tlong and to coordinato signal plans for the units
eoncernedo
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_ !: buring the period 1 Merch to 17 Merch all clomonts of the divisg~.
jon Signal Systcm ran continuous rehersals simulating as ncorly as possible
conditions cxpocted on the operation.

B. ' Planning for Supply and Re supply

- le  Supply carried by elements of the Division

To éaro for immediate needs upon landing oach unit carricd a
© throo day supply of wire, batterics andttubose

To suppliment the supply carricd by the units, the Division
Signal Officer with throo glider loads of mi scollancous
signal cquipment wont in with the air cchelon.

]
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2, Supoly by Air, , . «

Aerial resupnly for the division was to include three days of signa:
supnlies of 612 tons per day, This was dropped as follows: One days resupoly at . |
1200 D-Day and two days resupply at 1200 on DAL, The division Signal Susply Off-
icer had three men and one 1/4 ton truck and trailer to handle this resupply,

‘ 3. Suprly by Ground. ., o ‘ o

A stocknile of signal items considered hecessary for replacement
of anticipated losses was established on'the west bank of the Rhine, These
supplies were to be delivered across the river by DUKW!'s as soon as practicable
The stockpile was established by the Division Signal Supply section and the 9t
U.S, Army Signal Officer, Ve R

C. Communisation in _the Marshalling Areas, : :
Provisicns for communications in the marshalling areas were largely

assummed by IX Troop Carrier Command., This left the division signal personnel
free for duties concerning the operation, IX Trocp Carrier Command provided
telephone and telétype Systems linking all departure fields with the Division €
departure field, and also provided liaison planes for messenger service between
fields, :

Due to the relatively great distance between the departure fields and the

| hecessity of going through numerous switchboards the telenhone and teletype

communication was not good, The liaison planes worked well between the fields
that were closer together, DR

Ogeration

'Immediately upon landing the division commander's party which dronped with
the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment , began to contact the units as they landed, -
Contact was established-with the 507th Preht Inf Regt., the 513th Prcht Inf Regt. ,
the 194th Gli Inf Regt., the Division CP and Division Rear almost immediately
after landing, Radio communication was also established from the division CP to
XVIII Airborne Corps, “the 6th Airborne Division (Br), the 15th Divieion (Scottish)
with First Alljeqd Airborne Army, and with Division Base, Contact was not estabe
lished with the 18t Commando Brigade (Br).

Wire teams left for the Regimental Command Posts as soon as they were renort-
ed and wire communication was established with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt and th e
- 194th Gli Inf Regt by 1830 of D-Day, Wire was also installed to the &th Abn Div
(Br) by 2000 on D-Day, Wire was comoleted to the 507th Preht Inf Regt and to the
' Division Rear CP on the west bank of the Rhine early on the morning of DAl, Comme
unication was earrieq on to the Division Rear CP by improvised radio link using
SCR~300's and SCR-610!s until the wire was completed, :

Messenger service was available upon the establishment of the Division CP

at ap roximately 1600 of D-Day, The first messenger run was made at 1000 en DA1,
; ' ' ' '

The signal installation for the Division Rear CP had been completely estab- -
Pished by d=1, A wire net linked all elements of the division west of the Rhine

nd functioned excellently, This net also included XVIII Airborne Corps CP, Wire
rom this net was extended across the river to the Divisipn Forward CP on D-Da

The aerial resupply of signal equipment was not Successful, One day of re-
upply was dropped immediately after the division landed. This resupply was drope-
d before the airborne signal supply pcrsonnel could et to the DZ and when they
ived they found that the signal bundles were spread over a wide area and that

'ry bundle had been opened by either friendly or énemy troops, Although much

‘this resupply was put to use by our troops, the division signal dump did not -
¢eive any of the aerial resupoly,

Ground resupplyuas excellent, The signal dump provided on the west bank of
Rhine by Ninth Army was adequate and the transportation of this equipment to

vision dump east of the River by DUKW!'s was satisfactory, Ground resupnly
andicapned to some extent by inadequate nersonnel and transportation in the

Supply section,
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Recommendations, S ' : ‘

Based on experiences in qpéritién "ARSITY", the following recommendations
.are offered: . e ’ D

1. That no aerial resupbly be attempted until a site for a signal dump
can be ldcated and marked, ' '

2, That wherever possible a high grade telephone and telegraph system
be permanently installed in the marshalling areas. '

3, That voice radio nets using SCR 300's be used extensively for command
purposes at all levels, . b o

L. That radio link and carrier equipment be provided for the airborne
signal company tc make quick telephone and teletype communication possible
with higher headquarters, . o ‘

5 That a signal supply dump similar to that provided west of the Rhine
by Ninth Army be established near the airborne area,

6., That the division signal supply personnel be increased by three truck
drivers:and three basics, and that ‘three 2 1/2 ton trucks be furnished to this

section,

2, ORDNANCE
Planning ' ' ' a - ' |

When the division returned to Chalons, France, it had just been through an
ardous winter camnaign in the Ardennes, The XVIII Airborne Corps Ordnance Off-
icer informed the Division Ordnance Officer on 1. February'that it was desjired
to have the division serviced as soon as possible, Ten days were to be allowed
for inspection and repair of armament and fifteen days for inspection and renair
of all vehicles, . Additional personnel were necessary to complete these jobs in
the allotted time and these were supolied by the Comm Zone Ordnance-Section as
follows: '3 officers and 24 men for small arms, 12 men for artillery, eight men
for instruments, and a heavy-automotive maintenance company, Thus implemented
the airberne ordnance company processed 800 vehicles in fifteen days, and com~-
pleted other necessary ordnance inspection and repair in ten days,

The XVIII Corps (Airborne) Ordnance Officer made general arrangements with
Ninth Army for ordnance support during the operation, On D=7 the division Orde
nance officer contacted the Ninth Army Ordnance Officer and completed the foll-
owing detailed arrangments: e ‘

ASP 853 was to be set up on the west bank of the Rhine River in the ¥icinity
of Bonninghardt, Germany (A510530), This ASP was to be operated by Army per-
sonnel, It was to be opened on D~3 and to have an initial and a minimum stockage
of 633 tons of ammunition; 500 tons for divisional units and 133 tons additional
for attached units, It was estimated that this would prove sufficient for three
days. For the operation it was more than adequate,

Arrangements were also made to have Army personnel operate the ASP on the
east bank of the Rhine which it was believed would be necessary to set up init-
ially, Division G-4 made arrangements to ferry 4725 tons of ammunition across
the river in DUKW®s, An additional 200 tons of ammunition were loaded in org~
anic and attached vehicles, -

The necessary additional maintanance and supply personnel and equipment
were attached to the division ordnance company rather than in a supporting role,
Maintenance and supply personnel attached were as follows: Maiptenacne one plat-
oom or an ordnance MAM Cos, one eight man small arms Section, one 22 man artillery
section and one tank detachment of 21 men; supply - Sutcmotive parts section of
seventeen men, 3 parts vans and 13 trucks for an exchange pool of eight 2 1/2
. ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks, ‘

The Division Ordnance Officer and two clerks left for the west bank of the
Rhine to open the division resupply point on D-4., During D-2 and D-1, 72 DUKW's
were loaded with ammunition and crossing oriority nunbers were given to each
one, Three officers and 84 men who were to cross with the first 17 DUKW'S,

The ordnance detail had supervision of all CWS and Engineer equipment and
supply and extra vehicles west of the Rhine. This took considerable time from
the ordnance duties,

A e s
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On D-2 the Ordnance Co with attathments closed west of the wiver and during
D-2 and D-1 the division supply sectioti diew .ammunition and onded 42 3/L ton
weaoons earriers which were to be used ks artillery prime movers, Arrangements
were made to send an ASP reconnaissance party across the river w1th the early
elements to select sites for the ASP east of the river,

Operation
D=Day = the time of loading personnel on DUKW‘S was. coordlnated with the

British Officer operating the DUEW' s park and personnel were assembled there
at 1200 for loading on short notice, At 1530 orders were received to move out
the first allotment of DUKW's° The Division Ordnance Officer accomjanied this
detail, The crossing was made without loss and the party arrived on the east
bank at 1900, As the reconnalssance party could not be located the Ordnance
Officer reconnoitered for a sump site, This wagy located and the ASP opene&
east of the Rhine at 2230,

DAL - The D1v131on Ordnance Officer located G4 at the D1v1s1on CP ‘a% ':
0900 and learned that the serial resunply for D plus 1 had been cancelled. ' This
made it imperative that ammunition be obtained as soon as possible and it was
decided to get a bridge priority and bring over the division trucks that had.
b een preloaded with ammunition, The Ordnance Officer departed for the west
bank at 1330, organized a convoy of approx1mately 100 trucks and returned and
closed in the ASP at 0500 of D plus 2, ° "
D42 - The DlViSlon Ordnance Company completed cr0351ng the river at 0700 (::7'
and moved into the vicinity of Fluren (A52854L) where it was decided to remain
for 48 hours, The Division ammunition section immediately began.clearing the
drop fields of ammunition., This was initially set along the roads so that it .
could be »icked up and taken to the ASP at a later time, Ammunition recovered ..
in this manner amounted to 56 tons, of which 2 tons was unserv1cable out of .
the ordnance sunplies dropped, It should be noted that this. is only a portion .
of the ordnance sunplies recovered, There is no means of determining the
amount of ordnance suoplies recovered and used by the line units that did not
clear through the division dump but it is believed that a very large per-
centage of the ordnance resupoly was so usedo

Recommendation5°

1, The complete inspection and repair. of armament and vehicles prlor to
an airborne operation is strongly recommended, The value of such inspection -
and repair Wwas proven by the negligable amount of maintance and repair both by
the land echelon and by the division during:the oper'w.t:.on° (::)

2, ' Arrangements used on Operation VARSITY for ground supply by use of
DUKWs proved to be very necessary and satisfactroy, However had ammunition -
expenditures been very heavy it would not have been possible to-support the -
division and attached troops with the number of DUKWs available, and it would-
have been imperative to supplement this either by providing more DUKWs -or by
subsequent resupply serials by air, :

3. That other supply branches such as CWS and Englneer furnlsh personnel

for handling their own resupply.
3. QUARTERMASTER

Planning e L CoL
~ The Division Quartermgster Officer set up a daily air resupply.of_gasoline
and rations sufficient to care for the air"lift plus a margin of safety for lossg

Provisions were made in the division gllder 1irt fOr 2 QI Officers and 30
enlisted men with 3 + ton trucks and trailors to go forward with the' mission’
of establishing a graves registration collecting point, “laying out a cemetary
forming evacuation parties and locating and assembling the aerial resupoly
of Quartermaster equlpment and supplies after 1t reached the ground ;

<Rl
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Arrangements were made with Ninth Army to set up a dump of concentrated
rations, gasoline and oil wost of tho Rhinc River at Bonninshardt, Germanye.
The stock in tho dump was to bc mainbained at the levels proscribed by division.
The number of DUKWs and the number and priority of crossings was obtained from
the 12th Corps (Br)s¢ Within the division tHe number of DUXWS and priority of
crossings was sct up and agrecd upon by Division G4 ond Division Quartermastor
-and Ordnance officer. '

x s

Tho following porsonncl werc atthched and joincd the ground echelon west
of the Rhinec River: A4 graves registration platoon, with one sorvico squad
attached and a service platoon of 2 officers and 98 men, of which 40 were
attached to the Quartormastor Company and 60 to the Ordnancc Company.

Tho amount of gasollno, 0il and groasc o“ch vehicle Was to carry Was
prescribed by the Division quartﬁrmastcr.OEflccr. hlsgo prescribed was the
clothing and oquipmont to Do taken and the number and typc of rations cach

individual unit and kitchen was to Carrye

“Arrangements werc. made to have PX ratlons 1ssuod to the air lllt in the
marshalllng arcas and to the sca tail in tho concontration area. Graves
registration points woere located on the west sido of the Rhine River for
futurv ovacuation.

Roconnaissance parties wore  assigned to ferry across the river with
carly elements to locate dumps from which the attached troops and later the
air 1ift could bc supplied. The first supply DUKWs loadod with gasoline and
attached @orvice and graves registration personncl loft the west bank of the
river D vay at 1530 and rcached the cast bank at approximately 1830. The
rocconnaissance partics could not be locatcd and a hasty roconneissance was.
made for o dump sitec. ‘ '

The Quartermastor air 1ift landed in the preoscribed landing zone and-
wore asscmbled by the company commander with the cxception of onc glider
load which was lost duc to cnemy action. Duc to ¢ncmy action thc company
we.s unable to got through to the arca proviously assigned for dumps, col-
léceting points and the cemetory until the following morning. Tais dolaycd
the beginning of quartermaster activitics by the airborne personnel by ebout
24 hours.

The DUKWs could not get through to the air 1ift the night of D Day and
o hasty dump was therofore cstabllsnod on thc cast ban of the river.
D plus 1 - Contact with the air 1ift was made the morning of D plus 1 and
a collecting point and cemetery was established. The D Day air resupply had
apparently been successful and the D plus 1 aerial resupply mission was
cancelled. Rations werc sent across the river by DUKWVs and a convoy of
12 @1 trucks with gasoline and pergonnel and three weapons carriers of the
graves registration platoon were brought across the bridge.

D plus 2 - The tactical situation had cleared considerably and %he bridges
across the Rhine werc now completely laid out bub no burials were to be

made until absolutely necessary. The bodics had been collected and processed
and necessary records made. During the day the company moved to Wesel, Germany
and set up dumps and a collecting point there. ‘*fore supplies came in by

DUKWs. Details searched the battlefield for bodies. It was subsequently
learned that evacuation of the bodies would start on the following day (which
it did) and it was not necessary to perform temporary burials.

Recommendationss :
It 1s believed that the systom used proved to be pgenorally satisfactory.
The supply personnel should be airlanded as near to the anticipated supply
installetions &s possible so that they will not be delayed by enemy activity
between their landing areas and the aroa of the installmtions.
Aeriaol resupply subsequent to D Day was cancelled. It is not known
what percent of the D Day aerial resupply was uscd beeausc much of it was
collected by the line units, however, it is bolicved that & high percentage
of the supply wag found and used by the line units without coming through
the gquartermaster depot.
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4. MEDICAL.

Planning. o
After a careful map and aerisl photograph study a clearing stutlon site ., =~ °
was picked in the western part of Lg "N" (203464).

A dry run was hold on all surgica} tents and GQulpmﬁnt and medioal ¢
supplies and eQulpmenu were ingpscted to insure servicability. .
Arrengemonts were made for two General Surglcal Teams, each consisting
of two officers and three men-%to be ettached to the division for the operation.
These teams werc at“ached on Brminus 2.l. One Medical Liaison Officer was sent
to XVIII Abn Corps and two. DDM& were sent to the XII Corps (Br).

Plans for the evacuation. of patlonts by glider were made w1th Troop
Carrier Command but ncn were used durlng the operation.

Organic ambulances of the 224th Abn Med Co wore given high priority in
the river crossing plans. It was plenned o establish the division olearing
station immediately and hold all pa41c“t there until such time as the organic
ambulances could joirn %the airborne olerrnis. At such time patients would be
evacuated to a holding unit on the easu bank of the Rhine River. This hold-
ing unit wag to be fa1n1=hed by Ninth armv.: Patients would then be evacuated
across the river initially by DUXWs and later, when possible, by uss of bridges.
Ambulances and persornel were dispatched %o the west bank of the river and ' .
arrangements were completed with Winth irmy for the necesgsary holding person=
nel as woell as DUKWs and priorities for the medical vehicles and persgpncl
to cross the river.

The Division Medical Company attached one offlcer and three anlisted men
to each Regimental CT, Each officer was furnished a + ton truck. All of
these lianison temas were glider landed with the l94th CT. In addition, two
enlisted men jumped with the 513th CT as liaison men.

The equipment and personnel of the Division Medical Company, the Division
Surgeons 0ffice and attachments were loaded in 53 CG4A gliders. 25 gliders.
carried 4 ton trucks, 26 carried trailors and oQuipment and 2 carried medical
equipment only. Personnel in the airborne llft included 30 officers and 270,
enlisted men from the Division Medical Comnany, Division Surgeons Office,
attached surgical teams and the Division Chaplain. Two modical officers and
three enlisted men werc assigned to land echelon and one medical officer and
3 men remained at the base camp. i .
Supply. i

Wormal medical supplies were carricd in combat loads. In addition all
gliders carried one litter and two blankets as extra supply. All airborne.
personnel were furnished with packet, first aid parachute; Carlisle Dressing,
Sulfadiazine wound tablets, by fediecan COmpany or. D mimas 1 at the marshalling
areas,

Operation.

The medieal sarial londed in DZ "N" at 1225, This was the same landing
zone at which the Engineer Battalion and DlVlSlon Headguarters and Special
Troop units landed and wag the last serial into that larding zone. The meodical
glldera‘were not marked with red crosses or othor identifying markings. The
medical gliders wero taken under fire from flak and small arms from the Rhine
River tc the landing zonos. The landing area had not been cleared when the
medical serial landed, resulting in heavy losses in medical Derﬂonnel. Losses
included fwc officars killed and onc wounded and one enlisted man missing
out of one of the surgicel teams. Approximately one hour after landing the
clearing s:ation was set up in the prese190ued position and casualties were
immediately received. Members of “he remaining surgical teams procecded to
operate on the mast serious cascs. :
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The total number of casualties i%éate& during the day was 394, including
117 seriously wounded, 175 slightly wdbnded and 33 injuries, The following
major surgery was performed: Sucking W@ﬂﬁds - 7; compound fractures - 8;

" abdominal cases - 6; moxillo facial QAQi

h

The ambulances had not been ablé'éo get through to the clearing station
and no evacuation was possible on D*béxi . S

German orisoners were brought td the tlearing station to att as litter
bearers and to dig fozholes and litt&¥ trenches for patients, German medical
personnel were given medical supnlies and emoloyed to treat tHEIYF own wounded.

Due to landing on fields that had not bben cleared the division medical
serial suffered the following casualties; -KIA - 3 officers.m.ll men;. Mife-
2 enlisted men} WIA - 3 cfficers - 23 enlisted men and injured - 2 offigers -
2 enlisted men. The division medical serial lost 2 1/i ton trucks and L_trailerg
destroyed by fire on.the landing zones, ) :

D1 - The ambulances were ferried across the river late on D-Day and were
met on the east bank of the river at 0800 of D{l, They were immediately led to
the clearing station through some sniper fire and evacuation from the clearing
station to the holding unit on the east bank of the Rhine began at 0900,

During the day the clearing station received 270 casualties consisting of
163 lightly wounded, 53 seriously wounded, 21 injuries and 2 diseases, The
evacuation of casualties was progressing very satisfactorily. '

,’ﬁgz’- The division was displacing eastward and a holding unit from'an'anmy
clea§‘ing company moved up. to care for the non-transportable cases in the station,
One platoon of the Division Medical Company then set up a-station north of Wesel

. at 1300. A total of 210 wounded PW!s were evacuated by ambulances, trucks and
* DUKW's, Captured’German-vehicles were utilized to evgcuate some of the wounded,

Pl

Total casualties for the day were 351 broken Hown into 208 lightly wounded,

k 79 seriously wounded, 30 injured and 11 disease cases. 22 of the cases were

allied and one enemy, More ambulances were received on the following day when
ambulances from an army ambulance company and an army collecting compvany joined
the airborne elements, ' ,
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Recommendations

1. It is believed that the employment of the Medical Company in operation
"VARSITY" was sound and that it proved sati$factory. - : : .

2. The high casualty rate suffered by the medical comwany might "hi¥e™been
reduced by a later landing or a landing in a field previously cleared by an
infantry regiment, .

3. The advisability of disvlaying the Genewa Red Cross on equipment and
gliders should be decided, - ' :

5. Engineer_

Battalion air lift personnel located at marshalling area at field A-50, - .
Personnel departed for gliders 0645, Troops in high spirits. Personnel in
gliders 0745, Tow planes and gliders began taking off 0819, continued until
0910, Battalion consisted of two serials; first consisted of seven of nine
Battalion- headquarters gliders, twenty gliders of Company C and ten gliders of
Company A, twenty gliders of Company B, ‘Serials were seven minutes apart, Flight
from A-50 was very rough, but uneventful, First serial after crossing the Rhine
River encountered heavy anti-aireraft fire. Landings on LZ N began at 241200,
Immediate contact was made with the enemy. Second serial also encountered heavy

" anti-aircraft fire, began landing scven minutes behind first serial, Landings of

both serials were in general on the correct LZ!s adlthough widely dispersed,

Mission of the Engineer Battalion was to clear and defend LZ N from armoured
attack from the-North., Since LZ N was along the North flank of the 513th Parachute
Infantry sector, the engineer battalion was initially attached to them for closer
coordination for defense of area,
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Engineer plan was to 1and in two separate LZ's within LZ N, These LZ's
were designated as LZ 1 and LZ 2  The firstserial was to land in 1Z 1,
the second serial in LZ 2, Companies wera to clear area by moving along
prede81gnated routes and take up positions: at the North or Northeast. The
plan, in case of eny attack from the North or Northeast which the battalion

would be unable to ston, was to use left Yimiting -point of battalion sector
as a hinge point and swing back to the Wést ‘to the railroad, to hold there

‘at all costs,

Because of wide dispersal of gliders uvon landing, assembly was by
small groups of one or two squad size. These gronns moved to their assembly
areas along oredesignated routes, Souad leaders and platoon leaders were
extremely aggressive using whast men they co:ld 1mmed1ately gather and move
on towards their obJec*lvos and assembly'ar “

Comnany "A", having landed in two seperate 1Z's, had the most dlfflcult
assembly problem, Comrany A was assigned missicn of clearing Southern vart of
LZ N and was to protect Battalion CP and remain in reserve vosition in that -
area, While still in the air, flak shattered the arm of the CO of Company A,
and CO first platonn, riding with’the (O, immediately took ‘charge, Company A
under the direction of its new CO, rsuemQTed al location predesignated for the
Battalion CP, cleared and set up defense ofiarea, Company A, while assembling
encountered SmalL strongpoints and snipers whlch they neutralized and captured
85 PW!s, _

. |

Company B landed in LZ 2, contacted enemy immediately, Gliders of Co B
were landed in close platoon pmuterns al]ow1ng assembly by platoons to be pore
readily accomplished, The platoons moved out along predesignated roites to
clear Co Bts sectcr of L2 N and set up defensive onositions, While clearing
area, platoons be:carne engaged by stronngLnuJ, set up in houses and barns,
These strong-points were completely neunzallzed with grenades and small arms
fire, and priscners captured. First platcen, Co B and Co headquarters capt-

ured a battery orf 1C5m howitzers with ammun1b1on, transportation and personnel

This battery had been se® up in a farmhouse with its transportation and ammune
ition, three half-tracks, three 1 1/2 ton trucxs, one s=dan, one land car, two
volizswagons, two motoreysles, Co Bl's estimate at this time was 20 eneny kllled
95 FW!w captured, Later in the day, one platoon of Battery C, 155 AA Bn att-
ached 513th Preht Inf, tock up positions in and around Co B's sector, and fire
plans were ccordianted between these two units,

Ccmoany landed in L7 1, contacted enemy immediately, Co C had the only
glider destroyed while in. fllght This glider loaded with demolitions, re-
ceived a direct hit from anti-aircraft fire and exploded in mid-air, - Gliders
were so widely dispersed that assembly was by squads, Movement to assembly
areas teok place in small groups. Co C had cleared its sector of LZ N and
assembled in its oredesignated »osition by 1700. At this time 18 enemy
killed, 75 captured.

One of the two gliders carrying the Battalion medical nersonnel landed
immediately adjacent to a German house shelterlng forty German soldiers, This
glider received terrific small arms fire and a direct-hit from mortar fire,
The medical officer and sta?f sergeant ercaped unhgot. but their criver was
killed and burned with the glider. Along 'with the g;ldfr the medical jerpm
ambulancc and a great shure of battalion medical suwplies were mrmsd, With
equiprent from ths otber medical glider, the battalicn surgeon set up &n aid
staticn end immediately began treating casualties.

Battalion CP was established at 1630!in building previously selected
from an aerial photo, Cc's had all accomplished initial mission and were in
defensive positicons at 241730, Counter-attack plans which had been drawn
up days prior tc the opeAstaon were rechecked, Wire parties were busy laying
wire to all companies and tc the 513th Parachute Infantry CP. Radio contact
was established as a precautionary measure in case of wire failure or sabotage,
e Somlimetnle T
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T At 2500, Co B reported an énemyvforce estimated at platoon and a half
strength in their vicinity and heading towards left of battalion sector. A%
2315, Co B was attacked by this same force. Machine gunners immediately in

. the path of the advancing enemy held their fire as the Germans moved across

the moonlighted patch of open grouhd. When the lead scout was only fifteen
yards away, the machine gunner and: all the plaoon opened up on the enemy

- force. Those enemy not hit continued. advahcing in fanatical fashion until

several white phosphorous grenades fell in theil midst. The few still stand=
ing broke and ran for the woodss - Enemy killed 15, wounded 23, captured 30.
Our casualties none,

Y

Co A, outposting Ba*r llon CP captured prlsoners constantly throughou+
the night. Small pookets of the enemy, trying to get back to their lines
kept running into Cc 47 o .outposts. Up until 242400 March, Co A captured 30
more Germanse : . - :

Co. C reporfed 111 x115r in fhelr v1c1n1ty up untll 242400 March.

Totuls for tho duy showsd as follows
For the 139th hirborne Engineer Battalion:

7 KIA
14 gWA
1 gwa
3 MIA
For the enemy:
63 Killed -
““ . 23 Wounded
i § 315 Captured.

12 Enemy vehicles captured
‘Results of glider landings:
Out of 69 gliders landing-on LZ "N" and 5 on LZ's

1 Loaded with demolitions exploded in air
3 Were destroyed by enemy action after landing
3 Crashed landed and loads were lost

15 Crash landed but loads were secure

- _ Remainder of gliders landed intact with loads secure

D plus 1 - At 0130, Co C reported in to Battalion CP that they were receiving

light counter=-attacks by group estimated at two squads. Attack was success-.
fully repulsed with 6 enemy killed and 15 captured. Our casualties; none.

At 0230, Co B reported by radio that their wire had been out. A wire
team was dispatched from the company and at 0330 phone communications were
again established.

Co A outposts continued to bring in prlsoners from groups trying to .
infiltrate through our lines back to their own. A PV stockade was set up
near Battalion CP and every time a sizeable number accumulated they were
delivered to the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment PWE.

A1l companies continued to hold their defensive positions until around
250900 iarch, when Co 4 was ordered to send two platoons to collect bundles and
unclaimed glider loads from LZ "N" and establish a dump of this material near
Battalion CP
- One squd of Co 4L wasg dlspatched to Division CP to repair road in that
vicinity.

One platoon of Co C was ordered on mission of collecting bundles and
glider loads along with Co A.

Two platoons of Co C and all of Co B remained in defen31ve positions..

Co B assigned their mechanics the task of getting captured vehicles in
working order.

41l companies collected friendly and enemy dead and evacuated them to
the collecting point. '

. In conclusion, it should be remembered that the 139th Lirborne Engineer
Battallon were the initial forces to land in this LZ. One of the missions of
the Engineers was to clear this field in order that other gliders might land
in comparative safety. For several hours the Engineers were placed under
heavy enemy fire. Every house, patch of woods and haystack had been fortified
by the Germanse This area was cleared rapidly and with amazing agressiveness
on the part of the troopss The officers and men of this organization advanced
upon houses (approaches offered little cover) and were forced to use grenades

s aa i S
29~




to. clear the houses, Instances éf hand to hand combat between our forces' and
those of the enemy oecurred. We are . 'wvery.proud of the courage and devotion to
duty shewn by our troops durlng thls trying timeo

6, AGO,
Planning )

During this phase of the ooeration the D1v131on Adjutant General?s Office
conducted- schools for Adjutants and Personnel Adjutants in Battle Casualty
Reporting, and assisted in conducting unit, schools for company commanders,
first sergeants and other key non-commissioned officers, Printed morning
report data forms and rosters were distiibuted., Mimeogranhed forms for battle-
field nromotions, awards, re~cla851flcatlon of officers, and nersonnel rosters
were given units to facilitate admlnlstratlon croceedures Conferences were
held with the Division Surgeon and D1v1sion Quartemmaster to insure cooneration
in the submission of Medical R.ports and Burial Reports, In addition, the
Division Adjutant General and the Assistant Adjutant General in charge of battle
‘casualty reporting made a trip to Ninth Army Headquarters, to which this Div-
ision was attached for administration for the operation, to insure that Ninth
Army Administration proeeedures were thoroughly understood,

Marshalling Area

While at the mnrshalllng area, the field control officers were instructed <:7
%o collect morning report data forms and turn them into the F .eld Coptrol Offi-
cer, The Field Control Officer was fo turn them into an Assistant A jutg
General at the Base at Chalons, France, who in turn. was to forward tflem to
rear echelon for consolidation in the morning reports, This was only partially
successful, The Adjutant General's Office’ proceeded overland with the rear
echelon to Sonnes, Belguim on 21 March 1945, and to Issum, Germany on 24 March, .. .

Operations

An officer from the Adjutant Generalas Office, and one sergeant were sent
into the operation by glider. They had no transportation and carried only a.
few blank forms with them, Their mlssion‘uas to collect morning report data
forms, and to return them to the Adjutant General of the rear echelon by any
means available until messenger service could be established, They were to be
augmented as soon as traffic across the Rhlne permitted by one warrant officer
and thfee enlisted men with two 1/4 tontrucks and.trailers, thus forming a
complete administmative section at the forward CP, This was not accomplished '
during this ohase, Due to the nature of the operation, few morning report data
forms were collected during this neriod the first being due at 1300 D%l to be
carried to the forward CP by liaison officers. On DAl the units were moving so
fast and were so heavily engaged that the system was not functioning on Df2 as
smoothly as it did one or two days latero‘

.

Conclusions
I .

The adminstrative proceedures as developed and nut into oractice, with the
exception of the collection oY morning report data forms at the deoarture fields
nroved to be sound and effective, Very little adjusting was necessary at any
time during the operation., As was anticlpated by this office, few morning ®e-
port data forms bearing battle casusltiesrwere collected uhtil D43, and after-
wards, This was caused by rapid movement, heavy fighting, and lack of t®an-
sportation for the officer from the Adjut?nt General's Office,

Recommendations

a, That a conference be held with all field control officers prier to an
airborne operation; and a definite understand1ng1~eached as to’ collectlon and
disposition of morning report data fcrms.

b, That unless transporttion be sent in with the Airborne: Adminstmative
Personnel, that the Division G-1 handle collectlon of morning report data forms
and other administration until the forward Adjutant General's Sectlon can be
sent up overland, r : :
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7. SPECIAL SERVICE

Planning

The responsibility of providing recreational facilities in the marshnlling
areas outside the Division Area was d-legated to each Com Z sectlion in which

- the particular field was located, namely Normandy Base Section and Seine Sectior

The division was responsible to vrovide only these facilities and-»ersonnel at
Oise Base Fields, -Each marshalling area was to have movies daily, day rooms
with radios, games, ho ks, etc,, one for officers and one for enlisted men,
Athletic equinment for various games was to be -laced in the area forty-eight
hours before arrival of troops and courts and nlaying areas constructed and
completed for use at thot time, Stars and Stripes were to be delivered daily
to the troops and gratutious exchange rations issued twenty~four hours before
D-Day, This planning was initiated through command channels and carried out
through the varicus base section Swecial Service Officers, The general-nlan
was procured through taikirg with the Oise Base Soecial Service Officer, and .
based on his past experience, he recomrended the proceedure explained above,
The procedure was carried cut--the various-Base Section Special Serivee Offi-
cers serviced the fields outside Oise Base, and the division serviced -the
Oise Base fields with nersonnel and both the division and Oise Base orovided
recreational equipment,

Marshalling

Upon arrival at the fields, the men had the following facilities available
at Oise Base fields: - : :

Movies -in a movie tent seating 500 men., Movies were held as often as- the
Commanding Officer desired., Latest movies that had never been seen by the men
were shown, ST ‘ ‘ : :

Athletie equipment-~soccor, volleyball, softball, horseshoes, and footw
balls were aviilable in quantities that any man could play games if he so des~
ired, Courts were complcted and ready for use-when the men arrived, .

Two dayrooms were set up~-both had radios, victrola and the latest records,
and the latest reading material., Stationery, both V-mail and other, was avdil-
able for writing letters, Mail was censored by Unit Officers and turned over
to the Camp CIC, i ‘ : o .

Loud speakers were set up in all mess halls and music was nlayed and News
broadecasts made during meal hours and whenever troons desired the service,

Operation

Conclusion and Recommendation

a, The Oise Base fields had adequate recreational facilities, movies,
athletic equipment and olaying areas, reading material, day rooms, and delivery
of Stars and Stripes daily, Whether this to k pnlace at the other fields was
impossible to determine, since the fields were too far apart to be personnaly
checked, This check'would have to be done by plane,

b, It is recommended that the Division Special Service -Officer be informe
ed of such an operation in time to visit each Base Section Special Service Offi-
cer and check eabh of the areas and each Base Section Special Service Officert!s
plan for recreational . activities while the men are in the marshalling area,
Also provision should be made for the Division Special Service Officer to check
each field at least 2L hours before the men arrive and to make sure that 'all
equipment and personnel available for the operation are properly set up and the
plan for recreation at each field as originally planned is being carried out,

8, FPROVOST MARSHAL

For a number of days prier to the actual alerting of the division inspect-
jons were made of both company and individual equipment to determine shortages
which were promptly sup-lied, Vehicles were checked and rechecked to insure
proper-working order., Prior to the departure of the division from Chalons,
France, the airborne grouv, which was held in readiness for some time, left for
the marshalling areas where they were briefed on the coming D-Day, Maps which
were issued were arranged and vlaced in order,

SulcCui=i-T
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Sabaiofiel

On 22 March 1945, that part of the D1v1s1on'whlch remeined left Chalons by
motor convoys, Which were preceded by MP motorcycles. and jeep teams whose functic
it was to control traffic at intersections of highways and through busy towns.

The night of 22 March was spent at Sonnis, Belgium, where the MP teams were
on duty throughout the night handllng and parking the convoys as they came into
the area.

On the morning of 23 March 1945 convoys were again on the road and headed
forward toward Issum, Germany; and here again the MP teams functioned as traffic
control and as guides. On arrival at Issutsthe Division CP set up and the sec~
urity section of the plaoon took over the task of providing adequate security
for the CP.. : : ’

At approximately G330, ~4 March 1945, D Day, the D1v131on Provost Marshal
and a small detachmen™ vf enlisted men moved forward from Issum towards the Rhine
River, crosgsing it in "Buffalos" provided by the British and on the east bank of |
the river set up a dispsrsal point for the vehicles whlch were to follow,

The Military Police which were included in the airborne element, upon landin
in the predesignated areas operated as infantry until such & time as the Division
CP and the FWE could be put into operation whepeupon the usual Military Police
duties were carried on. The PV section handled 693 Prisoners of War during the
first 24 hour period. . :

The overland element crossed the river in convoy consisting of several jeep
teams and immediately on arrival et the east bank dispersal point began the task
of patrolling, checking and marking the roads leading to the airborne areas.
Every effort was made to expediate the forward movement of vehicles to their
respective units.

Recommendationss
It is believed that the proposed plan for operation "VARSITY" was sound
and proved satisfactory.

S. . MILITARY GOVERNMENT.

Planning.

Planning for the operatlon "VARSITY" took on two aspects- First, there was
the problem of what portion, if any, of the Military Government section would go
into the operation airborne and what portion landborne and second, the planning
of actual Military Government operations after the section arrived in the battle
area, regardless of how it was transported. . ,

With reference to the firgst aspect, the initial thought was that there
would probably be a very small number of civilians, including displaced persons
of Allied nationality, in the area of the airborne operation when the lending was
to take place. No actual intelligence figures were available on what might be
expected, but previous reports had indicated that the enemy had followed the
practice of evacuating civilians as he withdrew. For this reason the first plan
drawn was to the effect that none of the personnel of the section would go into
the operation airborne, but would join the Division after it had been linked up
with ground troops. This was based, primarily, on the shortage of space in
gliders assigned to Division Headquarters. This plan was changed later, however,
to provide for the chief of the section to go into the operation by glider,
without motor transportation, and for one Regimental Officer to jump in with the
507th Parachute Infantry Regiment. The balance of the .section, with all the
transportation, was to join the Division by land as soon as possible after the
landing, probably by Df2. '

With reference to the second aspect of planning, it was apparently necéessar;
that the major portion of the actual contact with civilians would be done by the
troops themselves so it was necessary to put out instructions to the units in the
form of a Military Government Annex to the Administrative Order. This provided i
the issuance to troops of spearhead notices written in German which directed all
civilians to stay inside their houses until further orders. o plan was made to
evacuante civilians from the combat zone. The annex also defincd the manner in
which civilians were to be treated and defined those civilians who constitute lav
ful belligerents. It also defined the type of records which were to be seized ar
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what type of storcs and warehouses Were to be guarded. It further outlined
billeting procedure for troops. C
: .

The plan providef for posting of Allied Military Government Proclamation Noe
1 in all settlements and towns, but did not provide for posting of other Military
Government Qrdinances and notices during the combat phase beoause of an inability
to enforce them. It was not planned that any lelaborate Military Government Syste
would be established, but rather that cmergency actions would be teken to elim-
inate, insofar as possible, civilian interference with military operations.

No particular plan was made for h&ndling‘Displuced Persons other than to
attempt to keep them in place wherever they were found and then direct them to a
DP camp which was to be set up in Wesel by British DP Detachment on D42 or DA3,

The plan further provided for furnishing{a Militery Government Liaison Off-.
icer to serve as liaison betwoen the 2d British Army and the XVIII Airborne Corps
(US). This officer was sent to the 2d Army several days before the operation.

The 6th British Airbornc Division had no/Military Govermment Officer and
XVIII Corps ordered that one be furnished by this division for the operation,
the officer té be returned to us when XVIII Corps was to be withdrawn from the
operation. This officer, with trunsportation; was furnished several days before
the operation.. The plan provided that he would serve as Military Government
liaison between the two divisions as well as to carry out Military Government
work for the 6th British Division.

Generally speaking, all plans of the sec&ion were coordinated With'thp CIC
duo to the close relationship of activity betwsen the two..

Marshalling, | '
The Tandborne element of the section proceeded to the land marshalling area
with the other landborne elements of Division}Headquarterso o e

In the air marshalling areas the three (3) officers accompanying the air=

|

borne elements of the division made a thorough study of the terrain on which the

operation was to take place and received briefing instructions on the sactical
aspects of the operation. During this time a more thorough study was made of
the possible civil population that might be expected to remain in the aree, thus:
permitting a crystallization of plens of action that would be taken once they
arrived in the LZ and DZ. ‘ ‘ ‘

Operation. . : | , -
The three (3) officers of the scction who werc airborne made safe landings

and proceeded to their respective CP's with the usual amount of enemy oppositionq‘

Spearheads handbills were posted and passed out to gny civilians seen on the
roads or outside their houses. Iost of the ?irst day was spent in getting to
the CP. In the 507th Regimental area and the 194th Regimental area collecting
points for DP's were established on D Day and several hundred DP's and German
civilians were collected and held over night. On DF1 the CIC screencd these
people and the Germon civilians were sent to their homes. The DP's were moved
to a collecting point near Wescl, from where| they were later taken into Wesel
and turned over to the British MG Detachment for processing. 'The German civis
lians, as a whole, were very orderly and offered very little trouble. There were
however, many more remaining in the area than had boen anticipated. It was
apparent that the onemy was unable to evacua#e civilians to the rear. Conduct
of DP collecting points continued for the remainder of the operation and cvery
effort was made to roturn these people to the farms and camps from which they
had come. One of the greatest handicaps to our attempts to pass out information
to them was the language difference, Ilany of them were unable to read our hand=
bills which were written in German.

Early on D%i, one- jeep with a driver, interpreter and clerk from yhg land-
borne element of the section reported to Diﬁision Headquarters. ~ This transporte
ation enabled the chief of the section to coordinate and supervise the Military
Government activities in the division area. '
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Conclusions and recommendations ' L

'Some weaknesses existed in the initial plans of operation which hampered

the actual fulfillment of the Military Government mission. The greatest of

these was the shortage of Military Government personnel and transportation
in the combat zone, The regimental officers were handicapped considerably.
*in their moving around and consequently were not able to accomplish all the
desired results., It was necessary for them to depend on other units, who.
were also very busy, to provmde interpreters and transportation. It is re—
commended, therefﬂre that in future operations of this nature, organic
tranSportation and interpreters personnel be moved in by glider to supply

.the minimum requiremcnts. ¢

A further reccmmendation would-be that handbills, to be distributed to
civilians for initial instructions; be printed in as many languages as re-
quired, This appsar: t. be the 51mplest and.most..satisfactory means of __
disseminating Military Government orders to civilians during the early com
bat phase, The plan to have troops themselves pass out the handbills did -

- not materialize satlsiac orily. The exact reason is not known but it is be-

lieved that a lack-of aporeciation on the part of the soldier-of the value
to the soldier that would result by passing out the handbills, caused him

to take. a disinterested attitude. It is suggested that on future operations -
special men from each combat company be designated for the specific job of
posting and passing out to civilians these spearhead handbills, Military
Government nersonnel will never be adequate to do this job initially.

Durlng_,he first days of an overation Such as_"Varsity", very little, if
any, of the specialized work of Military Government can be accomplished, "By
this is meant the establishment of civil government, etc, The primary mission
then, would resolve itself into whatever action can be taken by Military
Government personnel to prevent interference by civilians with military
operations, This involves as rigid control over civilians as can be exer-
¢ised, It is believed that Military Government activity in an airborne oper-
ation on enemy soil should be given a relatively high priority and that com-
bat . troop cooperation should be strongly encouraged,

~lO. POSTAL

Plannlng

Mail deliveries were planned to cease upon the movement of a unit from the
division area, Mail was to be held at the base at Chalons until delivery was
possible after the operation. Preparation of mail for delivery was made at the
base -at Chalons, -Each unit left a mail clerk at the base post office who assist
ed in sorting the-mail and tying it in company-or battery bundles, Then each ..
units mail was put in separate sacks for ease of distribution at the ration -
distribution point, For delivery after the operation, the division plane (C~47)

- was scheduled to make a daily flight with Class I mail to a forward field near.

Venlo, There it would be picked up by a truck from the Division QM Company
and taken to the ration dump where it would be distributed with the rations. -
It was estimated that one plane per day would carry all the Class I mail,

Marshalllng

No mail was delivered td»units in the marshalling area. Provision were
made by the..S0S.for mailing outgoing mail which-was delivered to.them .prop-. .
erly censored. It was held by the SOS until the operation, then released.

Operation

At the termination of Varsity (D%Z) no mail had been dellvered due to
the fact that the division plane was on another mission, However, mail was
delivered two days later and regular schedule maintained thereafter,
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Conclusions and Recommendations

A regular mail delivery service for an airbornme operatien is feasable and
can be operated on a regular schedule subject to weather conditjons, One
plane per day for Class I mail for a division is adequate,

It is recommended that this system be continued, at least for initial
phases of the operation, It is also recommended that a plane or planes be
set up with Troop Carrier Command so that the d1v181on plane is available
for special missions,-

11, AIR COOPERATION,

Plannin

Air coordination planning for Operation "Varsity" was influenced by the
fact that the air coordination would be supplied by the Second Tac Air Force
(Br), It was decided that the air power could best be controlled by use of
British Air Liaison orgahization. Experiences of Operation "Market! in which
a similar situation existed also supported this dec:.smn° :

Three British "Tenacle" teams, composed of three enlisted men per team
and commanded by two British Air Llalson Offlcers were attached to the division
two weeks before the operation. These men were given glider training and loads
arranged-to transport the personnel and equipment in the glider serials. 1In
addition, a ground controller team from the RAF was to land with the 6th Abn
Div (Br) and to make their way to the 17th Abn CP after the landing.. ' This
ground controller team was composed of two flylng officers of the RAF, three
enlisted men and their equipment. '

€onferences on Oneration "Varsity" were held with the ground controll er
team, the tanacles and the air Staff of the d1v151on prior to departure for'
the marShalllng areas, : S

Two of the division VHF radlo sets were crystallzed on TAF channels as a
precautionary measure. Crystals of the 29th .TAC (US) were secured as it was
contemplated that the-division would come under US Ninth Army in the latter
days of the operation; anid our air power would then be supolied by the AAF,

‘Three Officers of the division air ground sectxon were to come in by gllder
with the division Headquartersa Two enlisted men, two £ ton trucks equipped
with radios and one £ ton trailer with an SCR 624 were included in the glider
echelon. The remainder of the air liaison sectlon was included in the ground

echelon, "

Operation

. Manvy preparatory missions were flown 1n coordination with Operatlon
"Varsity", These included bombing of nearby air strips, roads stc, These
missions were flown by tactical and strateglc unlts and were not part of the
air liaison section planning,

The air coordination was carried out as originally planned, Fighter air-
craft of the RAF made air strikes on D-day beyond the bomb line, * The British
tenacles went into the operation early on D1, controlling the air power through
a rear flight control. One British tenacle officer and two tenacle teams
were lost with all of their equipment during the operation.

During the afternoon on D41 the ground controller team that had come in
with the 6th Abn Div (Br) made their way to the division CP and went into op-
eration controlling the aircraft dlrectlyG‘

During the oneration the RAF gave excellent cooperation to the division,
For the most part, rocket firing Tempests were used ahead of our troops.
The TAC R reports given by the RAF were also excellent. On the whole, air
coordination during the operation was superior., Strikes were delivered in
some instances less than ten minuted after the requests were radioed in.

O
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Recommendations

a - ) It is believed that the air coordination planning for Operatlon "Var51tY'
was sound and the performance satlsfactory.

Reserve personnel and equipment, particularly radio equipment was-taken
ane proved necessary due to casualties from enemy action and malfunction-
ing of equipment. L

12, ANTIAIRCRAFT,

Planning

Division orders employed the battalion as follows with shown missioné-

a, Battery "A" attached to the . O7th Infantry to prov1de ground defense
for that unit. (Anti-tark)

b, Battery "B" aitached to the l94th Infantry, same mission.

c, Battery "C" attached to the 513th Infantry, same mission,

d. Battery "E' attached to the 194th Infantry with the mission of g1v1ng
them 50 cal MG fire support on any missions given them by the reglment

e, Batteries "D" and "F" to come overland and join later, . :

f. Battallon Headquarters and hedics to go 1n ‘with lelSlon by alr.

' The battallon was allocated 8i gliders, these gliders took off from- 3 -
separate- flelds and landed on two, i.e LZ " and LZ "S", Battalion Head- |
quarters, Medical Detachment, 3 AT Batteries and one MG battery came - in by
air; the rest by land.

. Approximately 10 days before take-off the battalion received two (2) 7 5mm

+ recoilless rifles with ammunition. In this short time crews were trained for
the rifles and they replaced two 6 pdrs, Batteries "B" and "C" each had oné
rifle, This was to be the first combat test for these weapons, They were
mounted on a standard MG tripod which was in turn mounted in the rear of a
Jjeeps 20 rounds-of ammunition, HE and HE AT mixed were taken in the jeep
along with a 4 man crew. By merely loosening a turnbuckle the gun and mount
could.be dismounted and carried by hand, In effect this was a fast, hard ’
hitting airborne self-propelled 75mm rifle, capable of giving 1nst1ntaneous
fire support to attacking or defending infantry.

Moving to marshalllng areas briefing and taking off were all accordlng
to schedule,

Operation

The majority of the gliders landed in the vicinity of their chosen areas.'

Two gliders complete were lost, By 1600 Batteries "B",-"C" and "E" had:
assembled joined their units and were in position. Battery "A" was not able
to join the. 507th until the following morning. All units engaged the enémy
at sometime or another and took quite a few prisoners, - On the night of D-day
Battery "E" successfully repelled a German counterattack and inflicted

heavy casualtleu.

n D/l Batteries "D" and "F" 301ned the battallon.

Recommendations

The Abn M Bn is in effect the division heavy weapons battalion and should
be used as such, It has enormous fire power and this should be exploited to
its full, o ’

The 75mm recoilless rifle is f%r superior to either the 6 ndi or 57mm guns.

It is believed that is should be used to replace the latter entlrely in the
Adn division.
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* TOBSBECRET - a* VARSITY : HQ 17TH- ABN DIV
* Auth: CG 17th A.n Div .. APO 452, U; S, Army

. Init: o . " 17 Mareh 1945,
" % Date: 18 March 1945 % ‘ o .

LR K I T O

' AWNEX #3 to FIELD ORDER #1,
'SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. Radio Communication:

a, The following orders will be observed:

(1) Radio nets FD-1, FD~2, FD-3, FD-4, FD-5 and FD~6 will open on D-Day
at HeHour or as soon as possible thereafter.

(2) ALl rédio nbe wELL optratelan 2k hour basis;  Stations will not
leave net withour permission of the net control station,.

(3) For composition of radio nets see Annex No. 1, Radio Circuit Diagram,

(A) The division radio officer will designate time for change from
day to night frequency on Circuit FD-2, :

' 2, Wire Communication:

a, As soon as the situation permits, radio communication will be augmented
- by the construction of field wire lines., The Divisien Signal Officer
will decide which radio stations will close when good wire communication

is established,
€ b, All wire circuits will be tagged using existing wire tagging code,

.3. Codeé and Ciphers:

a. Codes and Ciphers as published in Assault SOI will be the only systems
carried on the fly-in,

b, Code names for Slidex Cards will be extractéd from current SOI and
carried with the air lift,

h; Code Signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs:

a, These will-be issued for a fourteen day period, When D-D,y is known,
the code signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs will be retained for
a period D to D%Z. The remainder will be destroyed before leaving the
ground, E,ch holder of these items of SOI must pay particular attention
to this point,

5, Authentication:

a, The Playfair method of authentication as published in the Assault SOI
will be the only system used below division level,

b, Failure to authentiecate must not be allowed to deiay or stop the passing
of traffic on any net, When transmitting station cannot authenticate
. message will betaken and plainly marked NOT AUTHENT ICATED, :

6. Security:

a., The absolute minimum of code sign extracts will be carried by individual
stations, ‘

b, Full divisional code sign extracts will not be carried below regimental
level,

Page 1 of 2 Pages
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a,

b,

TSR T ST TR AT

8, Signal Supply:

All

W sucReT
VARSITY

7. Signal Operation Instfubtiohéé

Regular issues of Signal Operation Instructions will be collected from
present holcers two days prior to the movement of the airborne element
to*the marshalliing areas or two days prior to the movement of the sea-
tail, (whichever Jeawves first) and will be turned over to a responsible
officer of the seestail, An Assault SOI covering the period D to DA2
will be issued for use during initial landing, On D2 distribution

will be made covering the period D42 to DA7, By D/7 new extracts

will have veer issue~d to bring regular issue of SOI up to date and this
issue will be emplioyed f{rom that point on, In the event it is impossible
to distribute tre L3 to DA7 issue, D£2 will be used,

Necessary distribution will be taken care of by Signal Officer, 17th
Airborne Division, |

c, Precautions will be taken to insure that regular issue of SOI is NOT

destroyed, 3

requisitions for signal supplies will be handled through the D;vision

Signal Office at the Division'CP.

9, Communications at Departure Airfields:

a, For Cormunications at Desarture Airfields see Annex Number 2. A

. MILEY
¢ CG
©  OFFICIAL:
; MESSINGER
G%3
ANNEXES:
1, Radio Circuit Diagram (Attached),

2,
3.

Instructions for Departure Field Communications (Distributed separately)
Departure Field Telephone and TWX Directory (Distributed separately),

Page 2 of 2 Pages
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* TORBRFAT 3* VARSITY HQ 17T - ABN DIV ARTY
# Auth: CG 17th Abn Div # S : - AP0 452, U; S, Amy
#* CArty * 18 March 1945

* Init: #*

¥* Date:s 18 March 1945  #

L L R

ANNEX NO. J (ARTTLLERY)
o -
FO 1, 17TH ABN DIV

FO 1:

v

Maps: GERMANY ~ Sheets 4205, 4206; 4305, and 4306; scale 1/25,000,
GERMANY -~ Sheets 16, 36, 17, 37, GSGS 4507, scale 1/50,000,

l, a, See Intelligence Annex to FO 1, 17th Abn Div, 18 March 1945
b.. See FO 1, 17th Abn Div, 18 March 1945, |
2. Div Arty supports the attack,

3. a, L6Lth Prcht FA Bn: Initially atchd to 507th Preht Inf: on reverting
- to .Div control to direct support 507th Prent Inf, See Overlay No, 1, °

» s h66th Prcht FA Bn: Initially atehd to-513th Prcht Inf; on reverting
— — to.Div.control to direet- support 513th Preht Inf; ~See Overlay No, 1,

¢, 68lst Gli FA Bn: Initially atchd to 194th Gli Infy on reverting to
Div control to direct support 194th Gli Inf, See Overlay No, 1.

d, 680th Gli FA Bn: General support (Furnish direct support to 3d Bn
513th Ppcht Inf,) C

e. RA 53 (W) Div (Br): General Suprort,
(1) 133 Fd‘Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of Léhth Préht FA Bn,
(2) 83 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 466th Prcht FA Bn,
(3) 81 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforece fires of 68lst Gl FA Bn,

x, (1) Piring chart: Germany 1/25,000, sheets 4205, 4206, 4305 and
' 4306, :

(2) Prearranged fires - sec Overlay No, 2 and Annex La,

(3) Forward Observer Groups: See diagram, Special Radio Nets,
Annex Lb,

(a) One forward observer from reinforcing artillery group will
be with each infantry battalion,

(b) One liaison officer fram reinforcing artillery group will
be with each direct supvort artillery battalion,

(L) Metro Méssage every four hours starting at H/3,
(5) Division Artilléry Liaison Planes:

(a) One plane from each direct support artillery babtalion wil 1
carry radio with frequencies of reinforcing artillery to act
as radio reday provided all other means fail,

(b) A1l other planes operate under Div Arty Control,

(6) Special Liaison Instructions:

(2) L66th Pprcht FA Bn and 690th G1i FA Bn will each furnish one
(1) liaison section to 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf, '

(b) 680th G1li FA Bn furnish liaison section to 139th Engr Bn,
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aegomrny Overlay "o

‘,2'!",1‘\]0. l

Conc:

- 839
35L0

8Ll
8L’
8h3 "’

81;14,
&LS5
N

8ng

Ph9'

50

851
8952

553"
854,

855
856
857
855
€39
e60
g
862
683
86 L,
865
864
67
868
869
270
&7l
272
873
7L,
875
. 876
877
878
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Cone o, Coor'in-tcs
9Co 221Ch248
201 93&“&”60
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903.

904

9Cs

906 YV
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. 008 25334090

909 26254023

910 CRPR22

911 . 28504 1L0

912 2974158

913 2544518

91, 75V?;9ll

G915 25874208

916 ' 2636&962

- 3 - :
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LVTe N Fry ety
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Div, 18 ..

40. ) Coor inates
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16421590
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1249.638
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*
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YRR
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917
918
919
920

921

AT D s

922

923

924
925
g6
917
928
929
930
971
932
933
934
935
936
a7
938
939
9LC
9Ll
GL2
oL3
bk
gl.5
946
ou'7
L8
9L9
95C
951
952
953
954,
955
956
G957

~958

959
960
961
962
963
964

In the zone »f the Sixth

o,

Cone I

2700
P7C1
ez

v e o o 2 1O3

2704
705
P7G6
707
2708
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PR '\t.: N
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i

Yo, 2 to FO Wo. 1,
innex 4, (irtillery) to FC fo, 1, M. 175h bn Div, 18 .
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By L

L

" Snest b oof S °%e~*s

ihn Div
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D mwrEp—s -
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25521507
24200570
24,121.336
24,2720.580
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255%4,656
217 h\uO
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?9;1@?00
22111296
22164107
?CL ):,130
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23630014
2364, €38
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2503747

25104520

252417725
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2560, 7h9
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16934616
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1824679

- 19535725
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20114755
20664759
2111i.¢30

P

1rborne DlVlolOﬂ (British)

Coorﬁlnﬂtcs

BVt

,-.(

¢ mse

o

! "'r tl‘S,

e A
\ l
K




-
innei hnoto nccoreny Owerly to, 2 o 50 fuo, 1, 9 17in g Div irty, 18 cor 45
awex by trbillery, to YO Yo, 1, o 17.h &n Div, 1% we WS, ‘

709 21214812
P10 R1EHLECH
l:,‘»'ill 2]’(_;&7’7‘ 3
AR o P14GB12
PUL qufh\‘
Prfl."!!r St
2715 1590’ 650

e, Ho resrranzed concentrat lon qF be enlled for by a unit in hose
assimed zone 1% does not M1l witioul clenpanes from h-ttolion comsmader of
battalion in 2ircet supsert of Lhe wntt in woso zone 't Joos fll, This clears
wnce niny be obtadned dreet or hrousn 17tn bn Div by Covonder or Corgs irte
illery Somioader, “VIIT Corns (Jirnurne).

fy, "one of the "ollowine rc"”“.n"eﬂ concertr-iians 700 Lo 715 ‘necle
nsive cwy be fived wibthout elenrisen Prom GO bte irboras Hvigion op Coris
irtillery Co wnder, VIII Carna (iirbornc), Tnitially +nis cle~rince . ~ust be
ooi ined throush Soras rbillerr Com.inda s “VYII Cor=s (‘“irbornc

— - I._

m

2. The follo.in~ ¢ 25 w111l “e used by the "ivisfon rtillery, 17th

- | ‘a
Lo reouested that the s

irhorne Division, It & cheex Hyoints be used by supporte
inrn artillery,
Cheek 2nhint Heoriiactos Deseriotion
m» LR R e T R S m

1 S306472 Sullding
2 257005 50 8
3 24754,325 Yuflaing (Chureh)
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HQ 17TH 48BN DIV
17 March 1945

Cma % —<STRCCROEST * ATR MOVEMENT TABIE (PARACHUTR)

- *  Auth 0§, 17th-gbn-Div *
2 Lo ¥ 4. * TInit. * FORM A.

* Dates 17 Harch 1945 *
9 * f”%* * %k ;*@ k %k *S _* * ok ok sk (” E) O%Gf?—tfon "YI}RSI?¥" {\@ /( '

g ;Lrhaornc Urit AF No. ] No, of Take~-0ff} DZ| Aircraft EQuipnent |pAircraft Emplaning
i *nclude desig- USTCC | of | aireraft| pirfield Available | Loadiag Ready for | Complete
Fration of serial | Unit A/c| (chalk) for Complsted |Emplaning

l co Loading by |

i [S SIS (ORI SNSRI S - T o emm———e - -
b

| 507 Reg$ He & HQ '

! Ce - PF Gp ; 46 1-3 A~40 W '

ist Bn 507 ; 4-45 ‘

G-2 Div Hg ! 46 ‘ :

| 24 Bn 507 438 | 45 | 1-42 a=79  lw i

: 907 Regt HG & HQ - f

Jo | 43-45 } |

Lt Col Timmes, ~ i f . . :

L { : oy -
Cmdg : b & o g % é
. : H [ ! .

: i 5 : ' ] o
3d Bn 507 438 | 45 | 46-87 A<79  lw & ! 8 | 8 f &
507 Rogt Hq & Hq ; I ; S g 3

' Co’ ‘ x 88-90 P o Q ; o P &
$ . : t + + ! i o
' Maj Taylor, Cmdg : ! . iy £ ; 8
I { 1
. - L - e 8 s
Div Hq =) . 434 45 1-3 A-80 W 5, 5 o _ °
464 Prcht FA Bn 4-45 m @ P 8,
Maj Gon¥Eioy, oy 5 ) g ! 5
j o | - = & 8
) : ; } : po N H ~
2d Bn 513 313 (36 | 1-21 B~54  ix ! N - i N ]
3d Bn (~Co H) ; 22-36 | '
Lt Col Miller, 3 : .
;
Pagg 1 «%)f 7 Pages

4G

/& 7 3
Time Time of
of Take} Landing v Remarks
off
- - § —
P ‘ 4 racks

PA12

PA1s

6 racks - sor Jdr 4
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ATR MOVEMENT TABIE (PARACHUTE)

HQ 17TH ABN DIV
17 March 1945

FORM A
Operation "VARSITY"

beois Lt riborne Unit RAF ' Noo {Nos of- Take~Of'f {DZ ?Aircraft Equipment . } Aircraft _ Emplaning| Time .of Time_qf .
tivciuds desig- USTCC | of }Aircraft lAirfield jAvailable |Loading Ready for Completed,’l‘ake* | Landing Remarks
| {..ticn of serial { Unit f'A/C (chalk) | for Completed - | Emplaning Off W - -
L0 _ _ t Loading by Co
L ino I 513 ' 313 36 | 37-42 B~54 X! ’ - : 1PF£20 |6 racks
tuept HQ & Serv
brin : 43~51 ; i .
|isi Bn 513 52-72 - 1.
‘(:fci Coutts, Cmdg C o . ! . , .
; D i i xs - Ldr 4
Ipiv arty Hq (=) | 434 | 45| a6-48 | A~80 X - - P # 30 | 6 racks - Ser
, { 486 Preoht T Bn’ 49-90 : ' '
' ! 3rig Gen Fhelps, P . . .
| tma P! & & o
- VI8 i © o & ; G
' 2 ; o 7 3
i ] A o : i
o o A4 : [
B £~ o ; A
& i o
o o £
P » Q ;
: + H Q :
1 54 . L. ; $ ;
i o o i 4 } !
t ot ot § (¢} i 5 !
H i L L] ‘ et i o i
3 : : jo Ny 2 j e 7 i ord i
g : ! (=R ! i ;
] [ : (=4
5 2 T
i } |
= TS 2 ; 2
3 { o H
o~ - <H : ~
; i
} i
i
i
3 !
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. AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLID,

Operation "VARSITY"

FORM A

i
!

’

HQ 17TH ABN DIV ;
17 March 1945 .

Page 3 of 7 Pages

Crial Airborne Unit No. of | Take~Off | LZ }Gliders | Equipmen - Emplening
W, | include desig= Gliders| Airfield Availabld Loading - Completed Romarks. «
nation oi ser- (chalk) ' for Completed .
o ial ¢O . A Loading | by Emplaning, il
G~2 Div 1g 1 A-58 8
Ren Plat 2-3 -
2d Bn(-H3 Co . )}
2d 3n (-) 194.Gli{ :
Inf ‘ 4-80 f
It Col stewart, ‘ =
Cmdg _ i
' -t - H
=% {HACo2d Bn (-), 437,40 1 81-96 | A-58 s
i Regt Hq (~) N 97-391 -
ilst Bn ("CO F("‘) v . . . -
& Hg Co lst Bn) - g b G ot
194 Gli Inf 102-160 7 7 v 8
Col Pierce, Cmdg & A ~ 2 -
‘ o o £ - & Ea_s'
4~10  {co B () 1-5 t A-55 s 2 3 3 9 -
Hq Co 1st Bn 634 . ‘ » -
- $+ S k]
Regt Hy co (-) 35-43 S 3 a 5 -
AT Co (=) 194 ' 5 5 g o -
Gli Inf : 44~72 o @ @ F
Lt ¢ol gchorr, ' : . 5 5 4 ] =
Cmdg 2 2 2 Yo
. ’ ' < : ] <H -
AT Co (=) 73-77 A=55 s « A
3d Bn (~HQ Co' | _ N ) -
347 Bn (~)) 194"
Gl Imft 78144 ;
Maj Rowen,..Cmdg’ | B




/ N
B _
AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER)
. FORM A HQ 17TH ABN DIV
———— ' 17 March 1945
Operation "VARSITY"
— ' ._ ; ! . — ——— i e e
seridl Lirborne TUailt 20T | Ho.| Noe of Noe of | Take~0ff| 1z iGliders EqulpmcntgGllders Emplening Time off Time o
No. include desig~ u3Toc! of {Gliders GlidersjAirficld i iAvailable Loading ;Ready ' Completed ! Take- |} Landing Remarks -
nation of serial |Unit |A/C (chalk) ! ‘Por i Completed;for. ' off v
co . : S —_iloading—| by ;E@p_laning, r SIS S
a=12 Hg ¢o 3d Ba (~) | 435 {36 | 26) 1626 A48 8 . , P 7 80 )
Regt Ha Co (=) | : i2) 127-38. | '; ; i i o
Rogt Hed Dot, Pt P ‘ i -t
194 Gli Inf 3) 72 .39-44 ' i : :
Hg Det & Mod Dot ; 7) 142-48 i *
Btry B ; 21) [49-69 | : ’- i
| Btry E(-) ) P : i
‘155 a4 B ! 3) 170~72 | .' 3 | |
Lt Col Paddock, ! ; i ‘ : ! ; t
i E * ] ° :
: '? j Poow = ! S . lp £ 90
4£=13 Btry E (=) 155 AA; i . .8 ; b i ] & i 5
Bn la35 1361 9) 73-81 Py S A S S B | v e %
681 Gli Fi Bn (- | T ? - A R o g i ;
Hg Btry (=)) = i 63) 82~-144 : L B e g ‘
Wes 3 i [ i : : i b ’:
Lt Col Xecating .} : : : : B ; 3 8 Q : :
; Cmdg g . 3 24 . | 9 » ; ! -
; A AR - R A A 5 - P £ 100
A-l14  |Hq Btry (-) eel o o B0 & 8, a
Gli FA = | 439 136 | 7) 1~7 A-39 8 @ § » " "*
680 Gli FA 3n (- | ! ' é 3 .- 5 3 '
iBtry B(-) & Hg ? ) 72 ~ ‘ - 8 2 2
1Btry (-)) : 65) 8~72 : — i ~ < —
Lt ol Oswald, i S T
'Cmdg. ; | ‘
i H l !
! : | : ; i
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{ & T g? } * ] {




AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER)

FORM A

Operation "VLRSITY"

Jerial
No.

-15

Tg-17

4A-18

IX770¢ Control

Alrborne Unlt
include desig=
ination of serial
€0
‘Btry B (~)

:Hq Btry (=) 680
iGli FA Bn

,Trans 507

‘Trans 464
|Supplies (Engr)
‘Lt Col Kuhn, Cmdg

RAF

‘Ren Plat 440
;139 Engr Bn (-
igo @, Co & (-))
iLt Col Johnson
Cmdg

‘CO Cs Co A (- )139
Engr Bn
Btry A=) 155 sa

i Bn

i Maj Mason, Cmdg

BtryA( ) ;
i

‘Btry ¢ 155 a4 Bn
Div Hq (-). -
xCol Liebel, cmdg

®1V'Arty Hg (-)
1517 Sig Go (~)
Col Gunby, Cmdg

USTCC |
Unit |

fl\‘.’ou

A/c

.45

e e e e

45

48

of !

56

A s m——— s e e < eme o e ey e

Noe of

Gliders jGliders

32)\ .
13)

‘o
21) 48
19)

20) -
28) 48

o e e ——

! Take-0ff

Adirfield

ANo. of

i (chalk) |
i
7396 |
t 97104 |
11052125/

11266139 |
'140-144 .

1-2
-8

A~50

9-45 |

| 46-77 | 4-50
; o

: 78=90 |

§ lfé; PoA-41
[ 9=29 !

. 30-48

{ 1=20 | Be24

21-48

LR U

P
Page § of

,A;sgm“_

Completed

1 Hour prior to Take=Qff.

- -
LZ | Gliders Equipment{Gliders *Emplanlng
Availablej Loading |Ready for,
for COmpletedemplanlngj
. | Ieading iby i
s ! :
] : |
? |
N
;o . )
4 & &
e} i o &
|~l?
2 £ o
o o N
& £+ , o
o r o : &
A e -
N % ! 54 : » i
o . o 3 W
2 0 % 1 &
8 ' g, : s ;
5005 g
i : i
e | & 1 7
poEooE 8
b { ~ : :
1 o H -~ ! A :
; i
{
N 3
s !
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s e s e e e
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AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER)

No.

i

A-20

e e

Airborne Uhif
include desig~

‘ nation of sorial.

00

517 gsig Co (=)

1224 Hed Co (=)

iMaj Kenny,

A"‘Zl

‘224 Med Co

(=)

Trans 513

~'Br Air Support
-G~4 Sup (0i1)
Capt Kelly, Cndg

=2

Trans 466

.G-4 Sup (QI)
iG=4 Sup (Ori)
‘Phantom

‘Capt Stewart,

s

Cmdg

RAT {Noe
USTCC {of
Unit A/C

441 .48
A

314 140
»

1

314

M SN o A st A e S

e s

|

H

!

_"....._-

i
1
:

40’

‘No, of

.NO. of
J0liders
(ehalk)

Gljiders

1Take~0ff

Airfield

1z | Gliders

FORM A

Operation "V.RSITY"

e et st i - s

PN . .
i 3 TRAVE I o
Available ! V™ *+HE

i for

6) 43 -6
429 7-48

8) . 1-8

i 9~29

130-37

1 38=40

. 41-54

¢ .55-60

1 61-79
‘80 ;

i
u

-

Page 6
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A= 40

© B=44

B-44

of 7 Pages
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4
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[ ] @
a8
o : O
1 i 1
© : O
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4 : £
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w w
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12 awioment| Gliders

iCompletad} for

- BQ-17TH ABN DIV
17 March 1945

-

4 ngrs

prior totake=-off.

Loading % __jEmplanirg

. o gt - 0 A il o s 1

1 Hour prior to Take-0ff.

R -
, EmplaningéTime of | Time. of
Completed ;Take~.,

T

!Landing
off - ‘

?

3

P T ST S

P 148 |

P £ 155
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AIRMOVEMENT TABLE ( PARACHUTE )

FORM A HQ 17TH ABN DIV
RESUPPLY BY ATR D =/ 1 - 17 March 1945 . . .
: Operations "VARSITY" ~
SR SR o e e it e e ,,., o g < et e e i A
Serial Airborne Unit} RAF ‘NO. No. of ! Take Offl DZ iAircraft !EquipmentAerraft_ Emplanirg | Time Tlm0.°f~ .
. |include desig|USTCC | of | Aircraft|Air fiold  :Available | Loading Ready for | Completed jof — landing Romarks .
nation of ser<unit %A/C (chalk) i : i for §COmplcteuEmP13nlng Take
ial CO i et ,‘,,‘,,_...._iﬁ,,_..‘.,LLQQQXQ&‘;.%JJY off 3
1~50 Resupply by : 436 % 45 i A-55 i‘w ! ; 1209.
Air to 17th | b N '
i-51 | Airborne L 436 1 45 | 455 . W | 1204
’ i Division : o : } : i
4-52 | | 435 | 45 | A48 W ; “ 1208
S % ' : i 8 !
A28 . 435 145 A48 W L S o1 1212
f o R P 9
: i ! o i = 1 0
=54 i 439 ! 45 A=39 W H < % A 1216
A~55 % 439 i 45 A=39 W :‘ E‘_’, - 1220
56 5 v 8 g |
L= 440 | 45 A=50 "
’ i AT & & ‘céé 1224
£=5T 440 45 -50 5. o .
| . A W - 8, S 1228
A~58 441 |40 A~4l ] 3 ha '
» B -8 2 g 1236
A=59 441 40 -41 W S ~ P
A Al ~ < 1236
!
OFFICTAL: “c Y
MESSINGER,
G-3
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISIO\I

Incl, #7A

APO 452, U S. ARMY
SERIAL A-8
l%th G”Jr’e rnf 1bry (=)
C Abort ) Hip %ﬁ Air
UNIT = |{Noj on Glider Yes No s/8 Y Flak Remarks
Co G - ‘ 1l o™X _
2 No X X
3 Ne X X
L No- X X
5 No X X
6 No X X :
7 No X Landing gear and floor torn away
Hit~ fence row - Load & Personnel
0.K,
8 No X Crashed agiinst fence. Personnel
& load 0.K, :
9 No X X 1 KIA, 8 WIA
; 10 No X X
11 . No X X Landing gear dlsabled -~ no brakeg]
' Nose crushed, hit stump & fence
: 1 Gli Pilot, 3 EM -~ WIA ‘
12 No X X
13 No X
14 No X X
Co F 15 No : ,
. 16 No X X
17 No X Landed in tree, completely
wrecked 4 KIA, 8 SWA, 3 LWA
18 No X X Landed in swamp, through fences
and over ditch, left wing 1/2
gone
19 No
20 No A .
21 No X Hit fences & ditch, left landing
S gear folded., Personnel & load
0,K, (
22 Yes Landed on Air Field 17 km NE of
Brussels. Tow fitting broke looaﬁ
23 No X X
2L No X
25 No X X Controls damaged in air, landing
gear shorn. 2 men casualtles by
flak in air - glider load lost td
enemy fire as men left glider,
26 No
27 No Nose torn up, ran through 3 fencds
Load & Personnel O.K,
28 No X Left landing gear folded. Glide:
: ‘ pilot VWIA
Co H 29 No - X
30 No X :
31 No X X 1 KIA; 2 WIA
32 No X 2 WIA
33 No " X Control & tail shot away, load &
Personnel 0.K,
© 34 No X X Flak damaged tail,
- 35 No
36 No
37 No X Burned after landing. 6 KIA
C 2 WIA and 2 escaped,
38 o No X Tug plane hit,premature cut, 2W14
o R . ‘ in air, Pilot & co~pilot KIA on
~—JFor glider landings, see lattached ovérlay. ground.
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HEAD"UARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.'S. ARMY
SERTAL A-g
194th Glider InTantry (=)
. Aoert 1 Hit in Adr .
UNIT No, on Glider| Yes Nﬂ_}'_ /APY a1 Remarks
Co H (Cont{'d) 39 N§oi X X 2 casualties
40 HNo X ,
AR Noj X X Pilot & co-pilot hit in air,
L2 Nof X v ‘ '
L3 No
L, No
45 . No| X :
46 Noi X X Crashed agamst boulder in swamp
: N 1 casualty
L7 No} X 1 WIA
L8 No| X ‘
49 No{ X
50 Noj X H:Lt tail of dead ghder. load &
’ personnel 0.K.
Hq Co, 24 Bn 51 No
52 No| X X ‘
53 No| X X Left landing gear shorn
54 No X Ianding gear & nose smashed, hit
fence & telegraph pole, Load & -
S personnel O.K,
55 No
56 No
. 57 No ' Hit fence, Direct hit by Arty.,
' . Glider burned 1 Pilot KIA, 2 KIA
& 1 WIA, tug wing hit & burning
o when last seen.
58 . No Direct hit by arty. 2 WIA
' Glider burned., Load lost
59 No X Fabric torn up, Tug plané. went
. down' in flames, Load & personne
: 0.K.
60 No X Hit fences in pond nose smashed
load & personnel O,K, Tug plane
: : burned,
61 " No X 1 WIA by flak in air - load O.K.|
controls damaged, '
62 Noj X X Left wing 1/2 torn away, 1 KIA
' Right wing nearly shot off in
air, no control g
63 No X Tug plane shot down .
64 No| X Hit fence and damaged fuselage.
- Load and Personnel 0.K,
65 No{ X X Glider shot down 9 KIA, load lost.
66 No| X
67 - No X 6 WIA, both wings torn away
load o.k.
68 b No X
69 " No - Hit fences in landing,
70 : Noj] X Hit fence
71 No X Lost landing gear on fence
T2 "No X 1 WIA by flak in air
73 - No X Tail damaged, Load & pers 0.X, |
4 No X X . St CR
75 No , X Hit tree losing left wing.
76 o Nol X X Hit 3 fences. 3 WIA by flak in
air, -
« For glider landings see attached overlay.
Incl. #7R.

SEREET




——

—

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S, ARMY

SERTAL A-8 -
194th Glider Infantry (=)

UNIT  {No. on Glider {_Abort Hit in Alr
- Yes No | s/4 °7 Flak Remarks
Hq Co 2d Bn i No X Landing gear shorn off, Load Qfﬂ
) Personnel O0.K, S It
78 No | X Nosé smashed, Load & Personnel
‘ C,K. *
79 No Load consiting-of Gli Pilots, 1 -
0. 5 EM lost. Load lost & per< °
sonnel reported killed after
: . landing. . . ,
(G-2, 17 Abn) 80 No | X X Glider crashed, 2 Casualties|

For

glider landi

ngs see attached overlay.

Incl, #7A

—_—
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HEADQUARTERS 177H AIRRORNE DIVISION
APO 452, Us Se ARMY

SERTAL A~9
194th Glider Infantry (=)
| < |  Abort Hit in Air V
UNIT No. on Glider! Yes Mo ' 3/4 Flak Remarks , ;
Co E -~ -8l He | X X 3 WIA by S/A in air
o 82 Yo X X  Larding gear shorn on fence
- Load & Personnel 0.K.
83 No | X Glider hit two fences
84 No X Landing gear shorn by fence
85 No X '
86 No | X x ,
87 Wo | X Left wing damaged by tree~tail
: & nose damaged by fence. Load
. 1 & Personnel 0,X. ) g
88 No X X  Nose crushed and wings shorn
by telegraph pole. 1 WIA
89 No X X  Tail damaged by flak in air
90 Ko X : Hit fence ,
91 No ' Left wing lost by hitting wire
: & other gli. Load & Pers O.KX.
92 No | X X :
93 No X X :
Regt'l Hg 94 No | X Hit 3 fences & elevated road.
" Damaged tail& right wing. Pers
& load 0:X.
95 No | X X  Fuselage damaged by flak in air
: Personnel & Load 0.K,
96 o | X X Hit fence '
97 No | X YO .
98 No X . Tail damaged by flak in air,
: . crash landed. : Damaged landing -
. gear & wing 1 EI received cuts
Co A 99 No " Glider burned. Cause unknown.
After good landing, pers cap-
tured or killeds '
100 No X ~1VIA by 8/A in air.
101 No - Landed NE of Autobahn.Load lost
to enemy.Personnel OK 2 back,
1l hospitalized in Bngland, 12
. killed, wounded or captured.
102 No
103 No. X  Tug ship hit, and crashed,
' causing glider to miss 1LZ.
104 No Tug ship hit, and crashed,
: causing glider to miss LZ.
1105 No - Nose hit river bank in landing
T 2 01 B LWA
106 Yes Faulty controls = on long two,
o couldn't stay in position =~
landing gear smashed in landing
1 WA
107 No bl . :
108 No X 1 wing torn off by tree in
C " landing. Load & Pers OK
109 No }
110 o X  Right wing hit by flak-lost in
, , landing. Load & Pers OK
~111 No § X Crushed nose of glider due to
S I - soft ground.Load & Pers OK
112 No X  Hit fences losing-both wingse.
Bottom of gli torn out.All OK




HEADQUARTERS 17TH 4IRBORNE

APO 452’ Ue S. ARMY

SERIAL A-9

DIVISION

194th Glider Infantry (=)

L d

“Abort PHIt in Alr -
UNIT No. on.GliderjYes - No ig/a  Flak Remarks
Co C 113 No  Nose damaged by fences
114 No  Landing gear demagéd due to
soft ground
. 115 Yo X Control demaged by flak.Land-
C ing gear shorn & floor damaged
i - due to landing in glipe 3 LWA
1is o x - Lood & Pers OK
116 No X - Wings damaged by flak. Load &
Pers CX
117 No | X X Controls demaged by flak.Left
' ' ‘ side; wing & nose damaged by’
- hitting fence & plowed field,
' Load & Pers OK
118 No X Tail dameged by flak.Nose dam—
aged on fence posteload &PergOK
119, No -Wings damaged on trees. Load
% Pers OK '
120 Yeos Long tow,Left .ship sllpped w1n;
\ “into tow & comm line,
121 - No | X ‘1 FM WIA, by S/A in air
122 Yes '3 KIA 1 DOW 1 SWA = Balance of|
' Pers MissingeLocation of Land~
: ing unknown.
123 No Nose domaged on fence.Load &
Pers OK
124 No X Hit fences.Load & Pers 0K
125 No | X - |
126 No X Left wing demaged by flak.land
ed on left side & wheel, Load
~ & Pers OK-
Coe D 127 No }| X Wings & Nose hit fence.
128 No X Nose & wing hit fence. -
129 No X X Landed on noge due to soft
grounds Load & Pers OK
130 No X X
131 No X X Landing gear shorn due to
plowed field.load & Pers OK
132 No X Landed OK §/4 injured controls
_ slightiys Load & Pers OK
133 No X Landed on nose due to soft grot
. nd,Gli cut loose by flak.Coe-
pilot & 1 EM KIA by flak
134 ¥o X X Hit fence without damage.Laod
& Pers OK
135 No Glider landed in ditch nose in
ground-~ Load & Pers 8K
136 No X X Tail demaged by fence in land-
ing Load & Pers OK
137 No X Nose demaged due to plowed fiel
: flak in tail section.
138 No X Flak hit near fusilage and tail
section. Gli landed 6K
139 Mo Hit two fences-aft cargo deam=-
' - agede Load & Pers OK
140 : No |X '
Foriglider landlngs see attached overlay.
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452; Us S¢ ARMY

194th Gliqef Infant;y (=)

SERTAL A9

Abort - Hit in Air
UNIT No. on Glider lvoo  no ! 8/h  Flak - Romark L
S 141 . No X Flak hit winge Nose damaged by‘
hitting fence. Load & Pers 0K |
142 No X X ,Hit 3 fences. Landing gear shorn ‘
1 wing damageds 1 EM wounded in
_ Jeeps Co-Pilot wounded on landing
143 No X ¥lak hit midsection in flights, *
Load & Pers OK -
144 No X X Landing gear shorn upon landlng,
" Nose & wing damaged by collisian
: with telephone pole. Load & Pers |
! OK .
145 No X
146 No X Hit fence & farm implements.Land-
~ ing gear shorn and tail damaged.
Load & Pers OK
147 No - X Flak shot off tail.Glider landed
' OK 9 WIA's from flak.
148 No X Hit 2 fences upon landing. No
: serious damage. :
149 No X X Hit glider in air, then wire llne
Blider wrecked on canal bank due
to loss of controls. 2 0's, 1 EM.
wounded. Load & ammo broke loose
end lost, !
150 No X
151 No X '
152 No X X Upon landlng lost . 1/% left wing onf
tension tower. Hit 2 fences tearingge
out rear section of floore Load
& Pers OK.
153 No X ZXeft wing hit in air, Tail hit by
: flak. Load & Pers 0K
154 No X
155 No X Wings torn off on trees. Load &
Pers OK
156 No Landed on fence losing nose and
part of floor. Road & Pers 0K
157 No Two lifts, first abort & landed oy
- home field. 2d 1ift OK
Reen Plat . 188 N, =
159 No :
Regt'l Hg 160 - No X X Wings hit,Crashed landed.Collided
with glider 50 ft fr ground losing
onc wheel, Hit other glider w/
wheel Ran thru fence. lLoad & Pers
0K

For glider lendings

e A | i e A A s

see attached overlays.
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' HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S, ARMY

SERTAL

A-10

194th Glider Infantry (-)

y Abort Hit in Air . o
UNIT No, on Glider| Yes No S/A _Flak Remarks ‘
AT Co, 1 No x Pilot KIA, 2 EM WIA, Cos
2 No x 1M 1n3uredb :
Co B, 3 No x Landing gear shorn, Landed in
meadow, Load & Personnel 0.X,
L No X Hit fence, bottom torn out, Leao
and Personnel C.K,
AT Co. 5 No x x !
x  Flak hit jeep in air. Pilot &
Co-Pilot killed on ground,
Co, B. 7 No b'd x Controls hit by flak in air.
Wings and nose gone. Pilot &
Co-Pilot hit., 12 EM VIZ (8 EM -
evacuated),
8 Mo X Landed in orchard, Glider
' wrecked. 1 EM Injured and
evacuated,
AT Co, 9 No b'd s
Co I, 10 No x x Left wing & tail off. 1 M WiAi
Load 0.K.
Co, B. 11 No b 4 x  Flak cut tow rone in air. Gllde;
broke in two upon landing., 1 '
KIA, 2 S%A, 2 WIA, Tug shin °
, hit under control. :
12 No x I
Co 1I. 13 No bd ' Co~-Pilot hit on ground. 1 O,
2 EM hit in air. Load O.K,
14 No x x Pilot wounded in air. ILnad and:
Personnel 0.K.
Hg Co lst 15 No x Hit fence, sheared gear & botton
rinped,
16 No On landing direct fire burned
glider. 2 O's, & 7 EM KIA,
Co I, 17 No x x 1 EM WIA
18 No X x landed in swamp, wheels & right
: wingtip off, 2 KIA, 3 WIA
Hq Co 1st 19 No b'd x Right wheel off due to soft
Bn ground, Load & Personnel 0.K.
20 No b'd x Hit fence, telephone poles &
wire., Glider wrecked, Load &
personnel O.F.
Co I 21 No X x  Slight nose damage, due to soft
field. Load & Personnel 0.K.
22 No b ¢ x 1 KIA, 4 WIA, Load O.X.
Hg Co 1lst 23 No
Bn 2L No X x landed in orchard, right wheel
' . ~.lost, TLoad & Personnel.O.K.
Co. I.. 25 No b'e x 1 EM hit by flak. Pilot hit by
sniper, Landed 0.K.
26 ‘No | x x 2 EN casualties, Glider burn-
ed upon reaching ground,
4q Co 1st ~
Bn 27 No X X
28 No x X
Co I. 29 No x x  Landing gear shorne, landed in
soft field. Load & Personnel O]
-1-

K,



HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
PO 452, U.S. ARMY

SERIAL A-10

194%h Glider Infantry (<%

B o - Hit in air R
% Mo, on Glider Yes No S/A  Flak Remaioxs
N N r_' L . ] P . . . ‘ .
; 30 No f{ x x  Pilot and 1 BM WA.
Hg Co 1st 3% No | x ' Nose and right wiag vwrecked -
Ba . avoiding anothe® le.d@?o Load
;) j and Personnel 0.Ko :
‘ ' 32 No 2 '
Co I 33 No | x x  Teil essembly shot &iay i air,
L Glider crashed, 1 E" KIA, 1 EM
. SWA, ol
"3 ¥o | x st Landed in soft grouad, glider
. - burned,
Hg Co 1st 35 No | x Lost left wheel due te (Jofi:
Bn ground, 1 7 e TS
36 No | x 1 BEM casualty.
37 Mo x 2 EM wounded by flak. )
Co X 38 No x  Hit fence, left wing d&mogedo
Load 0.K.
Heg Co 18 39 No x Nose: & undercarraige gone as &
Bn result of soft ground, Load &
Personnel 0.K,
Lo No x Ploughed field, lost nose, Load
. & Persomnel O. K
Co. X, LY No x x
kb2 No x % Pilot & Co-pilot hit by flak
' : Landed 0.K,
Hg Co 1lst Bp 43 No
bl No Glider wrecked due to avoiding
- other ship, Hit a tree, Co= J
pilot SWA,
Co K hS ‘No | = Landed in ploughed field, . Lost
control, Pilot & Co-pilot in-
o jured. 9 Injured in landing,
L6 No X x . ;
Hg Co 1lst Bn 47 No x 8rash land - out of control. 1
r EM KIA, 3 EM SWA, Load O.K,
L8 No x® % Landed on nose, floor smashed in
Load & Personnel O.K. .
Co K 49 No pe x Nose ploughed field upon land-
L ing. Load & Perscnnel 0.K.
50 No x ‘
Hg Co 1st Ba 51 No
52 No ‘ o
Co K 83 No b4 x Left wing hit power line. Glidey
crashed, 2 0's & 9 EM casual-
_ties, '
5k No ~ All personnel casualties,
Hg Co 1st Bp 55 No x Wing tip shorn on telephone polq
: Landlng gear shorn in trees; . .
£lak hit tail in air, Load &
Personnel O.K,
56" -  No | =% b'd -
Co K 59 Yes . Landed in Clement, Belguim.
58 No X x  Left wing & nose damaged upon -
landing.’
Hg Co 1lst 59 No X x  Landing gear injured on fence.
Load & Personnel O.K.
- 60 No x ® Hit fence, nose injured. Load
—_— Rr Pprqnnne'l K.
=2




HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION

APO 452, U.S, ARNY
SERIAL A-10
l9htn Glider L Infantry (-)
e i i
N v P Hit in air
UNIT _|No. on Glider|Yes No |5/ Flak Remarks
1 61 No | x x .
62 ' Ne Landed in soft ground, 1 EM
injured, :
Co M’ 63 No x Landed in ploughed field, Load &
Personnel 0.K. ’
Hq Co 1st Bn 6l No Fence ripped front, Load &
. : Personnel O.K. :
Co K- 65 No | x x Landed in ploughed field., Pilot-
LA,
Co I 66 NO x Landed in ploughed field. Load
3 & Personnel 0.K. S
Hq Co 1st Hn 67 No x Hit tree, lost wing. Hit 2‘fences
Load & Personnel O.K. - :
68 No x 10 out alive, rest MIA, load lost
s 2 known dead, Pilot & Co—Pllot
Co M 69 No x
70 No b'S Crushed nose, Landed in.ploughed
- field., Load & personnel O.K.
Regt'l Hq Go 71 No Came down in flames North of Br
: 6th Abn area. 2 KIA, 3 MIA;
72 No banded North of Brltlsh 6th “Abn

area. Glider perforated by flak - :
& S/A. 3 KIA in gllder, rest MIA
Load lost,
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. A

SERTAL A - 11

194th Glider Infantry ()
_ S Abort Hit in air S '
UNIT No. on Glider | Yes = No S/4  Flak Remarks
Co ¥ .73 No x -
T4 No x x Hit fence, knocked larding gear
' off, Load & Personnel 0O.K.
Regt'l Hg C4 75 No
76 No b'd Nose uamaged hlftlng another gllde1
. _ Load & Personnel 0.K, :
Co M 77 No X . X \ .
78 No X x Left Wing, landing gear & floor
' wrecked due to soft ground. Load
& Personnel 0.K. ) :
. Regt'l Hg C¢ 79 Yes 40 min out from A-55, 1 wing came
‘ off, glider cut loose, other fell
3 off before it hit ground. AlY
4 killed. Load lost,
80 No | x Landing gear crumbled, Nose smasht
ed, Load & Personnel O.K.
Co M 81, No X : ‘
82 No x x Hit fence - nose damaged. Load &
Persorinel 0.K.
Regt'l Hg C¢ 83 No b'e Nose & Tail ripped on fence - 1
, pilot LWA, 1
8L No x Hit fence floor wrecked, Load & -
. Personnel 0.K.
Co M 85 No x x Lost landing gear due to soft
. ' ) ground, Load & Personnel 0.K.
' 86 " No x
Regt'l Hq Cp 87 No | x o ' 4
AT Co 88 " No bd x Glider »ancaked -~ total wrecked,
Jeep lost, Personnel 0.X.
Co M 89 No X x
90 No b'd x Hit 3 fences - nose damaged., Load
& Personnel O.K,
AT Co 91 No b b o
v 92 No X "X
Co M 93 No : x Glider hit high tension wire -
: load damaged - Pilot WIA,
9, No | x b4 ?it fence - nose damaged., Load &
' ersonnel 0.K, ‘
AT Co 95 No X x Hit fence - landing gear lost,
Load. & Personnel 0.K.
96. No x x ; ,
Co X 97 No | x x Hit fence. Nose & 1 wing damaged.
Load & Personnel O.K.
98 No X x Landed in swamp. Nose damaged hit
’ tail of another glider. Load &
Personnel ,
AT Co 99 Yes Landed in vicinity of Vega, near
Brussels, Load & Personnel O.K.
100 No Hit fence & another glider - lost.
left wing & landing gear, Load &
: Personnel 0.K. :
Co M 101 No x % Landed OK -~ Glider burned on groudd
Load lost. Personnel O.K,
102 - No X - X. - - ‘
103 No X
104 No x X

A




HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. 4RMY

SERTAL A-11

194th Glider Infantry (=)

.| . aboBt Hit in Air :
UNIT Noes on Glider [Yés  No |{S/A Flak Remarks
Co M 105 .. rrv  No " Hit fence = damaged mng & Wheel
) Load & Pers OK
106 o No X Hit fence-~damaged noge.lead &
- - Pors OK _
AT Co 107 No X X 1it high tension line & fence.
‘ Lost landing gear & left wing
lLoad & Pers OK
108 No ILanded in soft ground-lost nose,
' : landing gear & left wing. Load :
& Pers OK '
Co M 109 No X X Lost landing gear & left wing on |
, : hitting ground. Load & Pers OK
Co L 110 No X Londed in soft ground~lost wing
' & teil. Lood & Pers OK -
AT Co 111 No X Tail wheel lost in air due to S/A
Load & Pers OK
112 ~ No X Hit fence=~lost nose., load & Pers
: : 0K
Co L 113 " No X X
114 + No X X :

AT Co 115 No Landed in swamp<hit fence=~lost
landing gear & left wing. Load’
dc Pers 0K

116 No

Co L 117 No X X Landod in ploughed field-landing

gear shorn off. 2 EM casualty.
118 No X 1 0, 3 EM hitby flak in air. Co-
pilot WIAs Load OK.

AT Co 119 No X Flak kit left wing in air.Hit sof
ground damaging nose. Load & Pers
0K -

120 No X Lost right wheel due to soft
-grounds Load & Pers 0K
Co L 121 No Hit fonces Load & Pers OK
122 No X X Hit house on landing=sheared wing
’ ~tipse Load & Pers OK
LI Co 123 No X Hit soft ground-nose damaged. .
: : Load & Pers OK
124 No X X Landed in swamp=-hit fence-damaged
nose & mngs. Load & Pers OK

Co L 125 Noo | X Londed in ploughed ficld. Landing

goar shorn offe. Load & Pers OK
126 No X Left wing damaged by flak. Load
. & Pers 0K
AT Co 127 No X X
128 No Londed in ploughed field=-clipped
fence.damoged nose, left wing &
landing geare Load & Pers OK

Co L 129 No X Landed in sof't ground-left side

demagods Load & Pers OK
130 ‘No X Landed in soft ground~nose & land
C ing gear damageds Load & Pers OK
\T Co 13} No Hit fonce~damaged nose all else Of
132 No : .
Jo L 133 Yos Down 1 mile fr Ruxensart.3miles
For plider Landings|See Overlay SW of Marfox. No reports

TY




HIADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

SERIAL A-11

194th Glider Infantry (=) -

Abort

Hit in Alr

] :
UNIT Noe On Glider-}Yes; Wo i&ﬁx, Flak Remarks
134 No X X Hit fence & Power lins-damaged
wing tip. Load & Pers OK
AT Co 135 No X Damaged tail in air-no rudder
T ccntrol: Landed OK
136 ‘ No X
Co L 137 Yes Down in France. 2 EM left for
front in jeep, 1 EM left with
Glider
Iq9 Co 34 Bn 138 No ¥ Lenfad
AT Co 139 Noo X Landed in soft ground=landing
gear & nose dameged Pers OK
140 No X Landed in soft ground-landing
' gear & left wing shorn off. Load
& Pers 0K :
Hq Co 34 Bn 141 No X Landed in soft ground-hit fence .
- Damaged tail & left wing. Load
. & Pers OK
I Co 142 No
AT Co 143 No X X Landed OKe Pilot & Co=Pilot XIA
on ground. )
’ 144 No X X Landed OK. Glider burned on
grounds Lost AT Gune. Pers OK
For Gliger Landings| See Overley

™

) |



. T

‘HEADGUARTERS'17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO 452, U. S ARMY

SERITAL A-12

194th Glider Infantry (=)

Abort™ Hit In A1r '
UNIT No. ot Glider | Yes ~ No s/& Flak Remarks ©
Hq Co 3d B - -1-. No § X. ’ :
D 2 Yes Jeep came loose caus1ng pllot to
: cul's lLanded OKe. Load & Pers OK:
3 No X Hit fenceo, Load & Pers 0K
4 No Hit fences Load & Pers OK
5 No X Hit fences Lost landing,gear &
: one wing. Load & Pers OK
6 No X Landing gear damaged. 2 0's & 1.
' EM KIA by flak in air. Load OK
7 No X X Crash landed, glider burnedebost ¢
loads 1 KWA, the rest sSWa
8 No
9 - No X Landed in soft ground, damaged
. noses Load & Pers 0K
- 10 No X Landed in ploughed field, Landlng
gear shorne. Load & Pers 0K :
11 No | X X Hit fence, damaged tail. Load &
Pors OK :
12 No X
13 No ..
14 No X Landed in ploughed field, hit ¢
fonce damaged landing gcar. Load
& Pers OK o
15 No X Hit two fences. Load & Pers 0K
16 No X Hit two fences, tearlng fuselage
' Load & Pers OK .
17 - Mo.l X Landed in ploughed field. Load&
S " Pers OK
18 Noo Hit fence damaglng left wing.
Load & Pers OK
19 Nof X X )
i 20 No Hit tree & fence damaging left
wing and landing gear. Load &
Pers OK
21 No} X Hit telephone pole & fence dama-
ging left wing and tail Load &
Pers OX
22 - No} X Hit fence damaging left wing.
Pilot KIA, Load OK
23 No Hit fence damaging landing Gear
: & one wing. Load & Pers OK
24 ¥o X X Hit telephone pole damaging one
winge. Load & Pers OK
25 7o o X' 'Hit fcnce de moging left wing.
Load & Pers OK
- 26 No X X 1 WIAe Load OK
Regt?l Hg 27 ‘No X X
28 No X X Hit trees & fence damaging land-
ing gear & left wing. Lost jeep.
‘Pers OK.
29 No X X Hit telephone pole damaging nose
: shearing left wing. Load & PersOK
30 No .
31 No X i Landed in ploughed field. Jeep
broke looses Load & Pers OK
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-12

194th Glidor Infaﬂfry'(-)

) Abort Hit in Air
UNIT Nos on Glider [Yes No {s/A Flak Remarks
Regtt'l HQ Co 3z ~ No X Hlt fonce o Landing geer folded
1 EM SWA by S/A in aire. Load OK
33 No | X X u
34 No Hit fence damaging wing & tails’ i
" Load & Pers OK )
35 No X : : -
36 No | X X 1 EM SWA by S/A in air. Load OK
37 Yos Pilot couldn't control wings.
: Load & Pers OK
38 No Glider hit tree~top and dropped
nose first, Pilot & Co~Pilot KIA ~
1 0& l1EM SWAe Load held OK *
39 No X ILanded in ditch, lost landing ¢
. gear, nosc caved in. 4 EM SWA.
Load OK
40 No X X Landing gear shorn & bottom of
glider ripped up due to soft grou
nde 2 EM SWA by flak in air. Load
0K :
41 No X ' ’ !
0 6 i s e 2 T A et e o e e e o > - s o e e ok o e e e st o YD e o P S G A S T S U T M P P R U G - -
155 A Ba (=)
Hq Dot & Med 42=44 No Crashed. Pilot, Co-Pilot, 2 O's & 1 EM
Dot 45 No killeds Location unknown.
46 No Crashed, no one hurt,
47 No Never found, believed crashed in flames |
1 0* and 2' EM lost 2
48 No ; '
Btry B 49 Yos X Landed safely in Belgium
' 50=53 No
54 No Crashed, Pilot end 2 men killed, and 1 in-
jured. '
5& No Crashed, Pllot and 1 man injured.
: 56-69 No
Btry E * 70-72 No

For Glider|la ndings see overlay

O



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A~13
Abort »
UNIT Noe on Glider ;Ves No : Remark s
Btry B (=) 73~80 No None )
155 AA Bn 81 Yos Landed safely in Holland
-y e Ld - . - - - - - e - ‘- Lo - ow - e - bt 2K 4 - e e o -y e e - e - L. - e - - - - - - - r
68l Gli FA Bp  82-107 No None / :
(=Hq Btry(-) 108 Yes: Pilot couldntt control glider. Cut loose
over France. No injuries. Load OK
109~118 No None
119 Yes Pilot couldn't control, cut loosc over
France, Crashed killing all occupants.
120 Yes Rope fr Nee 119 tangled in wing. Pilot
cut loosc over France. No injuriess Load
0K
121-13% No None
134 Yes Right aileron out of commission. landed in
Franco. Load OX
135-142 No None
143 Yos Nose fabric pulled offe Landed in PFrance.
Load OK.
144 Yes Tail flutter. Landed in France. Load 0K,

For gliger landings|sce attached overlay.
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. §, ARMY

SERTAL A-18

| Abort
UNIT ' No, on Glider | Yes No Remarks
Btry 4 (=) 1-8 No None.
Btry B 155 9~26 No None,
AA Bn 27 No Crashed. One man seriously injured,

- 28-29 No None.
——————————————————— i---------—------—----—--—-——-—?}
Div Hq (-) 30 No Hit by flak., Cargo slightly damaged.

31-43 No 35 & 42 hit by flak. Load 0.K. :

L, No Glider damaged by jeep going through nose
on landing & load O.K.

45-48 No None, :
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v HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

e SERIAL A-19

Abort ' ™

UNIT No, On Glider | Yes No | Remarks
Div Arty Hql 1-20 No { None
()
—————— L L I R R e I I I I e T T P S ]
517 Sig Co 21-30 No None,
- 31 No | Glider burned.
32-36 No None.,
‘ 37 No Flak damaged trailer.
- 38-48 No None.
A
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. AREY

SERIAL A-20

A 4 e e in e e

: Avort o ,
—_Im1p____|No. on Glider [Ye No Remarks
) - l‘h R, ,_.T. . ,i\}, .._._,’, i e i e c————— e
517 Sig Co © | None
(~) 5 . No | Ulider and load burned -
é - No ! Jeep shot up by MG : |
Dl I T B T~ YN SO T . e er e e ww an e e e e LI R . ey
22, Med Co | 7-8 No ' None . ' i
(-) 9 No ' Uollided about 50' altitude, Lost wing |
. resulting in crash landing. Load 0.K.
10-11 No | None. i
12 No  Hole in tail small arm fire, Load 0.K, |
13 No . Collided with glider No, 9. Nose: smashed
! Load O.K.
14-21 No . None,
22 No | Right side glider hit by flak, Load O.K. i
23 No | Crash landed, Glider nerforated by small |
| arms fire and after occupants had gotten i
! out it was hit by artillery destroying load
2L No ° Perforated by small fire, Load O.K,
25-28 No : None,
29 Yes - Glider landed on west side of Rhine due
! to tom fabric on wing,
30 No . Glider nose smashed on right side. Load
- 0.K, '
31-32 No | None
33 No . Tail of glider blown away. Load O.K.
34~35 No | None,
36 No | Uheels knocked off in landing. Load 0.K,
37-39 No ! None
L0 No | Right wheel and wing shot away and right
? { side of glider perforated by small arms
.+ fire, Load 0.K,
L1-42 . No : Perforated by flak holes, Load 0.K.
43-47 No : None,
L8 No | Two occupants of glider killed by enemy
‘ f fire, '
|
| |
| |
! i |
% ! |
i‘ |
.3
1 i
i i
|
|
!
|
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S, Army

SERTAL A-21

T Hbort , "
UNIT No. on Glider jYes No Remarks
22} Med Co 1 No | Flak hole left wing., Load OK, . wcio
(-) 2 No Perforated bv small arms fire, Load OK,
35 No | None, Ny
6 No | Crash landed., Glider and load burned, 7
7 No | Wheels knocked off glider in landing. Load “
; 0K, § -
8 P No | Glider burned after being unloaded by ;
T T T - - -{-teaeer fire, y
U i
513 Trans 9-13 No | None ‘
14 No i 1 jeep destroyed., Glider burned on ground :
? by enemy action, , i
15 No ! None, ﬁ
. , 16 No | 1 jeep destroyed. Glider burned on ground
: ‘ | i by enemy action, :
’ i 17-19 No | None. :
20 No ; 1 jeep destroyed, Glider burned on ground
by enemy action, ;
21-2L No | Nene,
25 No | 1 jeep destroyed, Glider burned on ground !
« ; ' by enemy action, ?
; 26~29 ‘ No | None. ;
—————— U UM OU OIS
- Br Air Sup~ 30-37 ? Unable to give information on location or |
port : information on gliders 30,32,35,36. 2 EM -
) and 1 O definitely killed, 1 EM evacuated, e
3 EM missing, 5 Eid OK,
, G-4 (ofd) 38 .’ - No ! Glider rendered unserviceable. Personnel
"“ . : and load removed safely,
; - ; 39 No | Glider nose damaged., 2 B injured. Load 5
’ 0K ¥
40 No | Glider rendered unserviceable. Jeep i
slightly damged. 1 EM injured,
Foir glider lanfings see attached overlay.
A
i ;
|
]
| ;
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452; W, S, ARMY,

SERIAL A-22

[ Wort o |
UNIT No. on Glider Yes . No - Remarks - -
466 Trans L1 { No'é Glider hit power line and made crash landfv
i ¢ ing, No one injured,
42 : No | Glider crashed into a tree severely in-

juring one officer and two enlisted men.

: i Load destroyed, i
43 5 No ; Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider, !
Co-pilot wounded during landing. Load 0.K,

L ; No | Glider tore wing loose by hitting tail of
f ! ngther glider, Load O.K. :

L5 | No ! Uxy man wounded while landing by small arm
i { fire, Slight damage to load by flak.
! | Clider O.K.

Lo-47 NO| None,

L8 { No{ Glider hit ditch on landing, wrecking frontl

' ! i part of glider. Load 0.K,

L9 ! No ! Glider hit power llne which tore off tail
§ { Load O.K.

50 i No! Glider hit another glider in landing and

T . tore its tail off, Load 0.K.
51 i No: Glider went through two fences damaging
! nose, Load 0.K.

52 ( No ' Glider hit some posts which tore the
i . bottom out of glider, Load 0.K. Ty
53 , No, Nose of glider damaged by hitting fenee, |
‘ - that made it i possible to remove load,
54, ! No: VYne wing torn off by hitting a telephone
o ! - pole, Load 0.K,
...... ....'....-.-..;—-..-..-.l...._--.................._._................
G-4 Sup o ' 55-56 é Noé None i
§ 57 § No : - Load and glider destroyed by enemy shell ;
; ! : fire, !
58-60 | No  None, ;
—--.--n-o-—-t§ ———————— I - . . e e A e -‘-.‘-‘-.—c--——.—-——f
G-4 Sup Ord 61-79 ’ No| Numbers of damaged and unaccounted for ﬁ
i , gliders not available, 3 Gliders un~ 4
‘ : serviceablely damaged, 1 glider un- b
! P accounted for, ‘Same loads scattered but '
i all recoverable, and serviceable, :
Phantom 80 No: None A4
For glider landings see attached overlay,
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO. 452, U, S, ARMY,

SERIAL A-22

' I Abort
UNIT No. on Glider%»Yes No | Remarks L
L66 Trans L1 No { Glider hit power line and made crash land-
i ¢ ing, No one injured,
L2 ; No | Glider crashed into a tree severely in-
! | Jjuring one officer and two enlisted men.
3 i Load destroyed,
L3 - No ; Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider.
; . Co-pilot wounded during landing. Load 0.K.
L : No | Glider tore wing loose by hitting tail of
§ ! onther glider. Load 0.K.
L5 | No . ay man wounded while landing by small arm
i i fire, Slight damage to load by flak.
! . Glider O.K.
L6-L7 i NO| None.' '
48 § No’ Glider hit ditch on landing, wrecking front|
o g 1 part of glider., Load O.X.
L9 ; No ! Glider hit power line which tore off tail
i ; LOPdOKc
50 ; No ! Glider hit another glider in landlng and
i : . tore its tail off. Load 0.K.
51 i No: Glider went through two fences damaging
; ! nose, Load 0.K.
52 § No ' Glider hit some posts which tore the
i © bottom out of glider, Load O.K.
53 No Nose of glider damaged by hitting fenee,
- that made it i possible to remove load,
5L, No: Une wing torn off by hitting a telephore |
' pole. Load O.K.
G-l Sup QM| 55-56 | No : - None i
T 57 f No: Load and glider destroyed.by enemy shell
: i . fire, i
; 58-60 No ' None, |
----- ? il R il B R I |
G-4 Sup Orq\ 61-79 No | Numbers of damaged and unaccounted for %
: gliders not available, 3 Gliders un~ :
Eo serviceablely damaged, 1 glider un- §
! ' accounted for, ‘Same loads scattered but !
I all recoverable, and serviceable, i
e i e
, g
Phantom ‘ 80 No: None !
K

or glider landings see attached overlay. !
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GLIDER®RANDING P AT TERN

SERIAL NO A-/9 ? |

48 GLIDERS SINGLE Tow ' -

GLIDERs 1 —-20 DIV. ART Y. He

G(/DERS 21-485/7516 Co.
AF UNIT- 442 Gp.

20 o'é
.l8 o2

-l
85
37

.3

eiz

L L]

/e /12,50 0

GE M ANY SHEETS
42 05/504-305/Io 43 05/2

2/JUNE 45/6S4ATH/ENGRS/67




-Gl. lDEQ LAN DING PATT-ERN

l'l.A'l’lON

SER/IAL NO A- /8 ,. ’5 j
48 GC/DERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERS /-8 B7RY. A .

GLIDERS 9-29 BTRY."C”
/55 AABN.
GLIDERS 3D 48 DIV. HQr-)

AF. UNIT -4 41 Gp.

.nol"

Lo
LL o]

a4l g7 .5

”&ﬁo ef. /12,500
MANY SHEETS
- i : 4205 .4305/"4305/3

2/JUME 45/654TH/ENGRS/67




/fmmé NO A- /;\
45 GL/IDERS S/INGLE TOW
GLIDERS 96-47 (o C 'y Co. A"

/397 ENGR BN

GLIDERS 78-90 B7TRY ‘A"C)

/55 AA AN
L AF UNIT— F4+0 Go-

e gtk

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/57

'GLI DEP\QAN D ING PATTERN

49

/\2%1/12. 500
GE€ NY SHEETS
4205 3~4505/]-4305/2

™




€ kg €
X ‘ GLIDER LAND

SERIAL NO. A—16") m
45 GLIDERS SINGLE Tow ’

GLIDERS T~2 REN PLAT

GL/DERS 3— 8 /X TCC CONTROL

GLIDERS 9~45C€0'C,'Co'A”
/39 ENGR BA.

AF UNIT — 440 Gp.

_ Z/Zap;\)e% 112,500 ]
GER MANY SHEETS
4205/3- 4305 /1-4305 /2 |
_ - |

Z/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

SERIAL A-17
| | Abort
UNIT No, on Glider | Yes No Remarks
CoC, CoA| 46 No Crashed. Load 0.K.
(=) 139 Engr 47-54 No | None,
Bn 55 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
' 56-65 No None
66~-68 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
69-72 - No None
73 No Crashed. Load 0.K,
Th4~75 No | None
76-77 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
Btry 4 (=) | 78290 | No | None.

155 AA Bn




2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67

&

(" DIVISION HEADQUARTERS )
4647 FIELD ARTY. BN.

PROP . "W ?T%RN

O PERATION

VARSITY

INTENDED f ACTuAL
Dz oOF
DivisioN H@

264724 Bn

- GERMANY SHEETS
." 4205/3 + 4305 /1+ 4305 /2

SpoT WHERE JUMPMASTER LANDED /NDI/ICATED BY:

TIME OF > i

me SERIAL A 4
SHIPS |—3 0/VISION HEADQUARTERS
SHIPS 4—-9 464 HQEHQBTRY.
SHILS 10-2/ H* BTRY.

SHIPS 22-23 B” BTRY.
SHIPS 34-45 'C" BTRY.

S PEED OF AIRCRAFT AT TIME OF DROP-1/Q m/Bli
ALTITUDE " " £ o, e £ 600’
FORMATJ'ON it ol i L ¥} !8
WIND VELOCITY AT TIME OF DROP 8-/0 mph
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| 74/?; Ref 1/12,500
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466" FIELD ARTY. B N.

M,&Zq
WRO? W m?{xm

OPERATION

W
YARSITY

ACTUVAL
OZ OF
4 66™FABN.

SPOT W HERE JUMPMASTER LANDED IND/CATED BY! »

TIME OF

woe SERITAL A7/
SHIPS /-3 O/VISION ARTY. HQ.
SHIPS #4-9 #66"“# eHOBTRY
SHIPS s0~21 A"

SHIPS 22-33 B° BTRY
SHIPS 34-495 C"BTRY.

SPEED OfF AIRCRAFT AT nm: OF DROP 110 mM/PH
ALTITUOE" ' L oy Q07 “

FOﬂMATfON i LU " n " Vsl
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gosrf:cxs OF A" 8TRY NOT SHOWN ?R% Vi2,500
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BooTH
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S, ARMY

SERIAL A-16
Abort
UNIT No. on Glider iYes No Remarks
Ren Plat 1 No | Damage to cargo only by flak,
2 No Wing demolished by another glider load O. K
IX TCC Cont} 3-8 No None,
139 Engr Bn} 9-10 No None,
(<Co C, Co 11-16 - No Crashed. Load 0.K.
A) 17-18 No None,
19 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
20 No None,
21 No Crashed, Load O.K,
22-23 No None, '
24 No Destroyed by enemy fire, Load lost,
25-27 No None,
28 No Destroyed by enemy fire, Load lost,
29-33 No None,
3L No Crashed. Load 0.K.,
35 No None,
36 No Crashed., Load 0.K.
37 No None,
38 No Crashed, Load 0.K,
39 No None
4LO No Crashed., Loadk 0.K,
41 No None,
L2 No Exploded in Air
L3+45 No None,

RN

A
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U,S5. ARMY

SEPIAL A-15

Abort
INIT No, on Gliderj}{gs No Remarks,
Sl
Btry B (=) | 73-76 No | None.
Hq Btry 7 Yes Crashed glider wings torn off, Jeep wreck-
(~) 680 G11 ed. No nersonnel injured,
FA Bn 78" Yes . | Landed with load O.K,
79-83 No None,
8L No Crashed Landlng. Load wrecked, personnel
injured, '
85-93 None _ i
94 No | .Glider and load unaccounted for., Fersonneli
listed KIA, O]
95 No Glider and load unaccounted for. Personnel
listed SWA, a2
96 No | None,
97 No Glider and load unaccounted for, Personnel
' listed LWA -
98 No Linded w/load 0.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy
fire, :
99 No None
507 Trans 105-~120 No None,
121-122 No Buint 2 jeeps lost
123-125 No None,
4
46l Trans 126-139 No A1l gliders landed safely with loads O.K.
Loads lost caused by enemy action on ground
Supplies
(139 Engr)  140-144 No | None,

A
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452,"U. Si ARMY

SERIAL A-14
' Abort ¢ Q‘
UNIT No, of Glider { Yes No Remarks o
Hq Btry (=)} 1-7 No None
681 Gli FA
Bn ‘
B wh e de e da) e e e A ik e e i e e e ik fo e e e b B ek e Me e wh me aw e e e e e - o - -
680 Gii FA | 8-16 No | None _ , .
Bn(-Btry B 17 . No Landed vW/load 0.X. Destroyed by enemy fire.
(=) & Hg 1g.32 No None . N
Btry (=) 33 Lapded w/load 0.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy
: firei ' .
3436 No None ' :
37 No | landed w/load 0.Ki{ Ammo destroyed by enemy
fire, : ' y
38 No | None .
39 No Landed 0.K. destroyed % ton truck.
L0-50 No None
51 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy fire,
52 No None
53 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy fire,
5l No Crash landed, load wrecked, Personnel
) injured,
55-57 No | None
58 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy fire,
56-59 No None
70 No Landed w/load O3K. Howitzer destroyed by
enemy fire, :
71-72 No Nene,

i




SERIAL NoO. A-20
48 GL/DERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERS /— 6 5/7 5/G. Co.)
GLIDERS 7— 48 RR4 MED.Co.(¢)
AF UNMIT — 44/ Gou

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67
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SERIAL NO 4-2/ - GLIDER LAND |G°£ AT TERN
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