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All ay 'trucaks'apled iup a O~th o'falmeaw&*.a t&Sre~ou t

teplas tono0k a ta- of Olnt sam Vh A-nfdo,*t-, rd &a

-4e ,t ,Arkthe truoa st r t ou4wLataZ, #I t am£,ta4zoiq &jainst taW

b f h tu~ oudbe0tear4 41 nis)ht indiatint reintoroimevts. wore &r rlvtn>

/



n t .Wthe *t .At notn

OWuAr ,matie omu 'c-tkA a,, own tol l . n&s W a ni' ,wpt to'w t rh '

o zt l.awi rinflOoI l+xt th r4o*.. .

1 0 4 AtflomQ rL flV4Ydhia s a Ptstrom 'io O'

ttT ufsV44,oorotly 'to a p sobn w~th of
r, -1.4iN d-lu olh o-tdinbtLo wtnao.itqergtr.t~

Jasp tto .a& v vtttrnyl8 wttr l rtl ,$4g a p .r a to*f..a,

"I*OS "4 i 00dsh Tat knt ,tort ate tbaWer
silf+toka.ol f 0k" d n evr lyd i w .do4 by.. IZQQ.k O,.

d. anwrdthe firewth a, hoavy: barajofnmar..tarfire on, the 4#p onowatiaae
behind.U* Allaos B4 oka 9404 toil otofasualtintrin *o4 4asttil

unlai .f.matru* ,1 1 .wI s "n tobtrtst ia the oa

0w, boftnin all 4treatl ae.Sot sa ow tgo
* a.,*1 .ed30teet u ntinn ia atoon. risar0$rai

.,

o"divestod ed n rtfire a4 told his 1letO fl lea wha4thoJ

dotus *UrbE4ss hfttovt, the p0.1, tn n ttook. Ptady a tree burt

Sta0 bim n ad Ito pFie4 hMat niO; I" matosa w" hiof .tbat4

ho •ot.tely.th he wastened tor a tow

of Clo" o $.e,#hitapuett ther

,+. +At )i4$O the Japa t.e.. she+llng The drntrip at 2* On 4 the st++kfls+
weepni&drctyo+ *$rrrisPst hsarilr

I~f;
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p, .tt wr4oO. ThJ,*tht a At M

u -i a. -h alU hnvy tor 1t iu oa we wouldtiyta10

,bmk vwo 1a w , le o . t . oM

t. 4,with h to64n r MAdhVa

woid oak An f for 00oao at lint. Fpatrol the tinat battaion t±ohAd

Etova"di&rty 6hb4ftnUt-w flb WI snt"Cmao at at IssngI-ayea ta the ,bruntL

a4th~Rhe4~iid In Me"iteatow atmgeadAam 4 tLiaiaAp 4mi

- to iek kV, p,. •thyaar d ratio o o r

Lathes fl$iAh wattu a nuatod oxnItaigrstriptUla i fl

.rltr ,,o 0 ,% ..*go

#r%.s ~tr to* r r~ ushod off beft t h ~ ar4.a vr

*a . ,i mtbw%*lo

In t".,Jd.the ..--, ,_Q hou a 4t from tint. bat'tal n

.*a

h, w* , sa-two japa ttt ,, throsih s, b 4hea abut iX.T%, toot ?lwy tr a

r . , t , a t t , ion, k w -a ar. •t Pi r aMU

basi . " ... td b.U t

i kto t4 batot

hgLa a-a &oe to j'et theair rIftli. ,,p. The not ~t aund l "1by the Ape1 neaar the

IIoh.11 Q..,nbdarvda ~uG ih~oa i

byG se-a *0olt took an.hrtgoa eut tho t er11 i

tinkly A4*ait. A comhres no holdt-at theObias at4,o roca-ow

Po-owin b .it ar rived-to roem v u*sat W41 .a. lAaebo lioaeI4 i

iadloo~i4that the JApo NI fllgbak rapidly froa I iai but wo ryt~t

bott pU - our torn with a .ttottorpenxwts tramnthe

south Gmrl nf deo 4 tht wemid ufl ttOf a4wwny -200toutVth 'm southetru .,4tbnn:

4wosottw~ea 4 ' las 4 'etaneat~ the ha

th AoVdht f.th eVN6,r i Or " ori tte y .. s . Or w• i to th.V.wy.... ' t W . . th .- :o 4+ i w ,; ' :d ."
.,4 U S I. .:,+ .. :..

or..le+ O 0+:,to

W* -WU
a-....



'woo ,b.400* -1" *10'4,0,00" ' bA t=. ." -,t
* Ow. of 40 sow4W rto se b4ttc ManZ

,, ot m .t*Q R.oot fltst

flVAU itstya* ta U'* * m tt4t 4wuAtUhe

moeto 'WowOft A tifMVaa tot o" 4'..

sfOmtzuse44.4 t nt atttfle yt"n & umc1Ar * Ca1%n&a Ow U*1

ttIwo, g 1t000w.Zn 0",po1O at aYR sat: 0,ol
tfro)oPi*ntro od tojoatt

* v I * 4ra 44ti atr ru* . r liteoftptt

n ott sIav"nuoOuntom~a WOW on sinto

A-0* byon*o sowhioot"t1

t 149 *m.ot r4 n *Jps 0ol4 tv 40"croea- dwI. hofr

261- ~ilot oft4
tr Agol.d tNf' l * ,c ' ,lauo 0

fItasy mlkst ~sif apeo a-r b4

flr tin * i:-w ren ,vst, Wa * t1 o aps d

the -0 OW ttC l', trtV .. t4, 00-

100 44 .4u.vboar ot10 rrmt* ato is$e4b44,.

1t L,:p w oo
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toat m f
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on fteuahu~ a ad pOoked- off e ight Saps who ai aoat got within grmar

orwing range atr the iapaa ~ eiUWa

PrivateJohn G. ."roe,4,Jr*t ld 4themaohia gnnewrs where to.ttrowhen.

the dirt starteU'd' oozia- in *sri thoram.from ricoohe-tsaaie4 at their p iI I-, *

Somon 81( a4a yo1.~ Zlioevtoats aMA tZ U inreply- t a araxudr
d at *hen theara eryelledback, "Tojo eats

().rned" e" hes ap reLed, e sa$ pwdere4 eggs a'

The spirit'of .the.me during the &tttokwas w.. d

noi et shells whis.ing .by or the mortar x.ploding in the perlmetr,

,lox

of them sto.4 up a&nd shook .theirrLista, tmploringthe Saps to oooj4

Who ye le . .,..r-..... .. . ...

ASter th attac, arilley sMiin started again but rinally wter d
outby ZZOOhours, * ta 4acuated their.Pi

240O hours and wi thdrew. to the suaarea.=,mbe r ot the boyso wore on

Neaalaal w '4orgia, And ,the -tighting iN ew tiea aid4that It a h

heavist attacak they had ever, seen a1.d tat the Jap s threw more load at tem tUa

they had ever seenbefo , - .the

man. killed. At least tour huudred Japs were killd, not counting those killed

by ortar tire, beyod -the rtvor -bank.

Th. e Japs had tried to gtwu to tire our autoatdc eapons all day but

MIjot LOW knw what.they W ated. ho Japtdi41 not- tiretkeirs until the

Sergeant tLouts Oliver ott Princeton, *toky , is a bacoods xa.rksxa an

asa ..tut, lie tired oal~y tenty. sov~n shots with his..di :ut says he is,

sue egonn 3 ape.Anthe snp. wh ,~ a godJo.sa .~te eo

b.y the namof PVoer Porty. I. in calhmP4. lehas b on fho

at by hs own en beoause lo. ks like a Japaese, but heo tt several, he say,..

in..the big attack. Hs was,,ot.in.the shoej his s o*wa torn tn bi. toot

ws wot toc1hWd,":,

7 ~aroE £0M - t VesGCadawn broke on a foas mor nn ad w. were glad

to see it tfor it meant Sap arti,>2e'ry wouldn't. Mnv ouch obsezrationh T.here

was sniper. tiee sporadially in alo.at every direotion and everyone moved with

-aution. .. aNbu opeedpo a m a all eolumw W We opened hevy, fire .. .

and thoe Jap witdre'. The si-Uation was o afus d b Saps wadering about

• "t .t•wo 0



At ben 4 as the .atflu oee .t on he dop tield at Won Q,

t tlfl hettailm 4out ai pad li4 threend ohalf ia,,lest 1of th

tboy w.ur ty"44oatoft1 anpro.j-.o. * laa414stripto

#fWt#atat*#.At..01100 the first patean ot co. crnAt TeamIV

*p# ale t4w stf Wnau twhen hey were fir ed onby .troop .

y r~~mraea -fire wtrt-.,ho goise from Vth. onfliflbWrouht1,SmV

-trotroop tO 10

fttnasddthe-y and qro*nd.:the S . to see.tf toO*t q-O*aY eatat#B.oiw

a or tenbadly wxl*fd4d.The ahieSe Liautentttold our inem

ptetat tir"lnon Sus Wethey saw our, helmetswhich *Oro a =m ulke thm

1 a.. hlt . hldlWadlnl e aadlttl. Ourada ld re lo the

stl i muatw and,. the mor",th00 l soer who had dthe Ohotl re l

t*0" vrythe wo ed*4 on thear, strip ter* they were OVIOU4S4I)Oefore aMy Aisvria

vwn LTe tn~ and AwrtoauS,regrettad the I dent but t "14 han hap

toof tiaad 4 eyaz.laost •s easily.

• i O u.. . .... "M . , .,r

•4 t r b o f tn e.pro I
PtopkuptheirpwhAidat.I$0hurini th .

The ht d opdlywt J~n$ 1Ve @ 4mt am*

ZO 
't r u .u -o a m-I I'.

A10vfpOrt l t

K w.tupfr.'r~ flatW .te a h * rilr ehdbe

l l , zbyJ llbty thO~t l inct 'ewthandwl*=i l44

W migty py ,to e n tl$ g yd p The o s

S.~ tyee 4 aeWn a latr W. W tW. uh .* , T a

was rokathisattack oi a th$th.t et wto the cnadCso

u•rl "ol 
4 Oh to• 

.the

to~

t)rr r r athad a .ting.a .e

atln ha.W. ausa- 
dthe O il# ehn

ZWs three . . ...



Ow MW i&tWit e knoto U *f.fe.B0L0 ourOIV ranl~

t.w a ad ,y .tt . .. pia ofWork# trw 4and .4V
-... a .n.-r : w c

set*e rC ?4ne .b tv , on •tr oneOur"P tield

itis4* awe aOh' oo* tiontoros hk a mover the'!Amrioftan onap

AMd i cn ooowy"tiom Zoros the Co$.hso .a traing. K ,rat ons Nr blly -beat

"oAiro CroZ hi0 e mne tapbtte lgsws h

-Uitri a,A W"• t, ,

order of the day* 4W arader ate a doliciloueS O 4*Sookd veal. *On

up got tosgoir w ith hines who has 4aaoofls Ijk n thir

eatrn ab ove a'Woo tr.QMr pervors ot U ,ratioOwret

be sold",41840 anh was tag ,rice pu44Aaig.by ttnobttit ar j4 isV
ina ow a vaan adig 1Ar, c dhocoaate0rie 1p 41. 'Uy .reiut the J bar

intmth e atoad.a4owagtheWhoe tingto ' 4ric t sh t. a-nd

vqgoA, s atow f rom C rations or e yolk. fo toa

* laI b nub oai~stp oling, ia, the S 4 ona fo

K ainomigthe ballwth me wlted ebo*" And r tingW, r itf a ni

bra tsn.quite a doliaoy. A god eto w. pa he by erumli 0IV tate t)

or

44"tbofin ata 'sa etCn h K. r"in .e desert + , d• o~t

I ar with aru okors utftifl

V I a" itsa

*I4?I1 s0ntinAt, Wvd-tw@eefad "haX i I" nort hto0the
.eea erl std1.(e ~s4Jn o 44O .: fte 8hfy

isn ,aei.,trna n a cril la

p rflr isptlseln tuC o u M oaectgi th

AA, tprin40 asst UP by the cua And tUm -a"t around

asm+ a -4. 4k 4"tSk& G d a'Ja thO a bA*_U•  e. rgd ito, one Cm e ,, " .0"

.9 r ., ,14. 4-0aMrrll arrangdfor Genral sun ton0 0the oerrspondt

at 0400 hours this seining.On 04the WWUp to 0Crat in'sto aa .m .rtsePwe-s

mUW Cto n s a d Amraan bAthi Lathe $M Ialtihprlee h ri
4.dalso Mptoit

.. +-l..... b....... ......
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41 ty ug oatA omhsaMa.aeu4npretr. h is u

the te holes. .. nit ty a s, in- a poe a fe days, an offier m -rks

,ttt theI "Atiraof trenehen and ll U-oaea wh vich they dig mud improve every

sy. Logs are lail over "the pill Wn an sh soldier has.a ehoter fr-om

wlrU tie , .,t ths o.,=A u

maSgta' tmtus athishaqirter s, basha ad &triue

later ir4 Sa w ring 4loather leg s.

Lis a teal m1e- an f~o aChineisewith sharp aquiulne features ant brilli1at

bUO ps He C",w O~ al Merrifl ay andtaUlked toetheoorrospa*5t
0., 4. o.ro r

is ..-iA AM. trough aninterpreterb Atold them$

t e twbaX ft ht is fine W& Orkyoflloaws (marauders)

awe4*4". 5.told ra ll"YOUId"egot tough me wh&o n4t. t*

ki apt. . "tMrill .pti'els. in.havent donemuch.#
O~nn2 S repied,01 yu swe very a st0 . Fryforya 1

na r , rrovthe oprivut tt*at oft. ral int s.

noe was educated in Chinoared in 102? va4uated fomVirgini4a Mlitary

lauttat inthe -atod Sttes etoktoeadditona J-w~ring trminJzj

at Padi lnvrity sMI.tw"udto Q 14natenter the a * XeSowasaie

Es-mp to the .Gen i , h eng. UkShah in 198041. In 1037 hbereeived.

g f t of the 88t Zl~~iflstn. In January 042e la 142 rhedh

**A fafm*d thea**4,m&L DiAfl's ion va f rnt the T'I~*ftt4L&ffis Brao t4hrugi t. tr-main

pete i anvirh UnUtl-now. Sit 4ivisioa l.oft Ledo*iu Apri 10. on

October .they started toMoM to' Shl& WL *c eta

tokS nOrio e Day.oapU tcTaiphOa a On4 FebruaryI1st

and big fonces ceupi~44tht .of Wit yesterday, It 8th.

Genra Snsad,:'Trotal attack is no0w"y t-efa the Jlaps4 In1a

this eas e olong wayaround is a short out". Colonel Chun..e*,mea

Sn's Iaison oft leer wit (9emael Merrilltookgetpiei itoutn h

mW S to of eral S'$" taffweisolaing American laison oOfficaers a 6to

the Seth Division headed by Colonel awa4J, Mofally, another olteamate-of

r..ntl..In o.
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A146hu&tha roug latonie toinV ot &a' Uang n4"dma h4

. ye t.hunit.w"*tto vI
dqsjprtheea t)eea9

t4 st hlan4. sxinaflat-Irsab ao,lis•o , .oo '.int i• % 1,..".. .. S m-4d' .f"-

PO autiity i ai4ii la In 41.di4t. ro"i-s from $i c u 'k. A i

rted that tweeh 4.$wriuwente,,w .ie*0dwn.ri~oan0GUsr

Ott atrL. entut taty Iit oy euz4 an abam Jw pOwtnarovanearby
w. re ...

WINdtt. -aJp .priatsA$ Most the., t.e who 4.out on * traU Wer. bl.

t wyt ktfl4owJ..4n,.ad 0'o.t.n lkil

Btun to. .Um(Mw fl Apartyot 4 ayan -rtoat

nrly WVtat to are a eoaoe with (&ear4 Litlnflenth1 (tphn f ia

.pr .a. Tis4 .w,. ,tn .. 4 ~ no G~~r a*io etoe

r UnM? me. o
* A;atha nhv aw.~g~ 4,ot. i~ed al

til lluronl u,.t

su _#, 4

nstin+~ ?t e mles are nen 4otuia+ an i ro11t, im thm b

An ar d~p o das Kratin ad tw a rai raton rr~vd 4ria

At10 or '1ali Aosa. WsTMC$o tetn

baot44*held Qa $4 coraofor the M nor'ofthat battalion whadgi t

-- 'i.' n'. 4 sky1..7'a .•flyt aheadthhart, m mara

teir rilos ontheir n thiasei. usadh w

vesam b and+ tw+ our,:+ patrols passed by cc bac f;rom a re+onnaisanmo.

The sougid of artifl.n7 4.adtaij only two 4' three valen away 4*4d with the lnaavin ha

.&

4r ed I4Q O.t,4-the voeat t-timmsa Atar -a pro , 48441 DicV n 4

aout * lrion a4pof 0Q4, th hmgon.every wardahetalked brieflyabout

salvation, and the oltrra 'etha4ChrisUt ottors us *At liarthe service Z oti-oed

Wlut. flag .With a ihite orefl andt mmtad on 0 tctthatS"he Iww to: w,0,i

ohmwr lag Out hoen., Ho 1toldx:"m atthe wmehan mwIt trot parachmte..



*atM.pha.e otow'*U oia n4 ,stat i- ,u tw.dea,,d th-t the units wol,

be Splittor -Ws p r the Phee.. This istho plan.he eutlndthe ttbt%

at Tti"$30?th 'would be tel19W04 at Oone 4efl Aro by the 113th 0himesotfuty :
Trott. -. , . , .

Yait1rm4 h ilsoaadwol tr ike atstwdue A uth t* -tr the mauntinsA

•or PA. -" 'U ' "t ha-~aaiZ heywor patj4*AM, uw hen tun etto atrics at or near Thadxsup trwm

a 4~ok o ii*A red blo .p. helaloOk Wo444 heestablished bythe tit

- at f.lioUm, tha..the I'tb #nA4 c0oeu itailowi t X rt battionto move t

0tuwr ' asoto .The seondfW44 a4third battal$4a8 of the 46S7th we44 n areb t

ue Ot 'toPbtaturn south at$ ?a and0,b4,pre"are4to strike at $hasdusagor; be*o

Golno *asrtintoIMI ' t4 let Oonera1 $ XlweU km $esar4alMerrtll's
4@

dalled Ap* , Oenrf i(riLU hoedhis dipto 4y 1 n tnc thme 114th Uhtrane

t gi= Ivn to hmby hrnra sttwe i r ext*Aopen tiam, Raturally (bonerM

$ Diavvitivtion Qensader forthe 04th Division, *dt4nt Uke ci'tns.4p ar~t0

0 IWQ MtlerriIX gaote bokkto: i W ndSAid,"You, *.p it W a' yowr oam -. but ba

It cooperateith sy tinat battalion, I will 101yo%4.( 4 4, 4adWls

raio. 4,0to=mto mov 4Vt te 445th so that proper liaon a=,ba mznatainod between

the ftirst'.battJalion dtimy Ido .*rtor&'4 Cken5AUn Iike th1i" an a

%earal VrfU*s ehtlity to work with th. Ch ois Appamr *A on ny .at40,
4do.*t.. .~ h ren ea hi oo epsnto ..an thyhv.ovrtie

Th,~iihf?04 #tt.y nhn ~n nlt tkwttl h ies

of C+ I n tu a h hiew oudsyta fnltea at ko

t oolWe.t r.*uhatoosnaw 4n te

ttier t peh the.tohst of al.%oOfthMra', votero

* MUMon 1warinh thissa tCrbeidthe J'Uies"ad, 4 ht osh



As 7tW masplit it W.units Awfortbsecond A of

*p"rs*# will pt th4
.4 4

+-"r"1944-.QfO the tintb o marched out of 2h

sa arrived at Shin-'bot 43a at d5~ i stoao of apprezisnatey nine 0-1108,

tentbhivtotd for the nitj*t

1$ arkj 44 Thefist atalion lefttnz U~b4 A&at 8,C0an0 arive

N•r, h,';fi,_.

aet~ $w at.Q di Je of about twulvo. wiles. The OCIuse1U3th

"L~ t. lees..one k *taflm oa oiethe lum*ad tollonod 0at1adistanee of ono

p!.v++ 1 an Wilgpn t s JIatfl ah 1rn.. an Reconats *l..e flstoend&tY&Z&0114t ed~nnlh

atlasa4 ofthe a n. tnoolun saw f re-sh-4apshoepriats os the t4i a OsfW

'mnts ae te lppod up on a croa~p of Juw6 0IttS around a fin Jauit err

the.. trail about- tour miles north of Tsbaay*sg (reeoping izpUa OLO oO 8&G

posible bfore op g firethe prised the Saps tillitE tour

And ...ns.. os thesurvivtnta ps ra, a 4 oain sirefythiag and eross ed

the Tinung River. 14-o John .* cdinmry -took isarifle 'platoonarcssthe

* 1iht *4oaedn smeand nw'aral knee ortan. T y used thes grnanld wl

andt their ttiU0 os atutey adapte to the grou4d they wre iO ia vr

The OOntry- vn# rough and it wou1d be easy to get lo6t within. ten yards of the

trail. The -Zaps ptobably knes we h"da suprior fton, bu* 4 qpnigor

10And syot 4 , 'then 4W n in t nemortar shellsitfast beoore we aco'ld

spotitot. eucoo0satul lystepped our advance, A to* minutes later when

our mortars -wont JAto astion and.anvel-oping or-oo.wenou.tting"bhndthe SQa

fla*_# and nears-they oted ok a e hAdrod.yards eddug in aiatn
Approdmately onf asposyoin o rt us- Ou ho .w s onu trail nt

oue reouts reporto4 tht the .aps - bd brbh p sppied fo he Zbi Sun

area. a few.=miles to the mest, adthat .they had ev*uAto* thirtwounded duriug
......... ----
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the aW ht. IS. Cobol WIlliam £., ore, Co r o t first fBattalion,
th is .L#0.1 on1. Ob~vO pdro h

Puled. the White obat ftn. back to Ineh, Maker 18 for -the n ight and left.

the Rot Cobat Teti4 in ooutwot With tMJpeeA#thelse 4-a4s Would vitally

affetthnM n4tof, hi attack .near Shatuuhe doited to out a tral

around the Japs the asat day ovut though the sa$n& would be sztrenely tougjh.

.15 Mre'h 1944 At da' the hit. Com"a team star u atting a. trail

a&,long the rivertwe mbtei

withthe Japs, then I ate in the af ternoon, tollow.4 -by the ,Ut b U1i6se

t, pllto 1 o ut Oo. Vthetrail that the White Combat Team had cat. The0

Wibt. -Combat Team arrived at Kuashan WMntong at 15616 h1ours ant bivouaeed there

tfor the *night.,

IS 1h 044 -Tefrtbtalion had a drop scheduled f or toAy, ant

at daathey.started clearing -the moat ope.n pspaavilable to receive the drop#

The planesm eover hot due-to the mountainous t/rran could..not find the first

battalio U Mil they had expended. too. u6h o. theirjassot"hey reported th e

would. back at the O 4rning aof the 17th

Our wond tram the engagementswri t the Japsanese were turned ever

Aley mnipovdtedo ra .tigtec l

q•te#4 fah4Xbti a t. betaaial a htprto+h.cuty

1? 144 Cr atrl 3MLoatd sneSap i te ae~nea wer

tebattoalion was bivousoed. C0o01onesbeorrlts.0114t r A,Wmoed the

battalion to nthbr 1 ocation. At 07.30 the drop p1 M$ ea6e over.andus they.

started dropping, 'the Jajps op.w up with.mrtar f Ireon the bivouac area. from

hich Co louelQeb o.e hat just mrd the battalion. The Sps withdrew be, re
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,ho.... . R "-oi.ver.1o I Ce.be a h d decidd ' 4-,area*ivhete-he.wil1

plac. theroad 4 * It $is a '0*4nd of U oMe~~ ie ih hl

th-lre rad Mact tow, sad a b*1 tes suhot ft
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te river, Ap eautly the artillery7 ao .41tr0o h pr arda
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atrania t Jar , *4 ryasto 0ojo. ree a s4m. mand 'the ;water tdioh as "almost

up, am hsLa ,The wmle6 ninner, )n4tn the illtW admade-the c0Lr4 1 -ofl,

when his auto got stuck be plunao4 back in ba&it stet t

away ft ramt orthe ..010 knoW thw at hn 4a9OU1o isin, ill4 dhe-tiet
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e read it and. turniat to thea.id have . litte. Job, fr yqu", > astthn

ereoting in the Centre of the village of aubum a, larebamboo fram in , k Ind, af

k triangle - anchorin it titP.rly 1 thet roexnd. ssh.ile theywere bdiding the ra,

hm l t thea story or what thnyehagdon# .. .go .d dlage

wn the fro was aihed,, th Qhif'a mensized the -two thieves, bound

ovehed h~h rad ~hi i wht e o o hieves".#+P+ teiRe dl00$ to thyea meun<

.e -z +A ad,,.ndac

0 + ,4a..1o, w. f oot of .he tram + , + 0 V illage 44 4rota ,+m ++

weebadly - beaten and -will doubtless remnorabearthe p utswmt ftot stealing.

$"intlar puinishmen-t is meted nut hby -r1laro headmen on those rareo coas ions

wen~a the a. been caght~ stealig aswt! a ik. Thsbogh p*a icsion of otrded

thoheof u tkiag, with Yahe $turt o ugdmto t tll ". a-s ae bt* +ythe, £ahla

a:ahnw. ild uka Th, + hi reelve see !;s.ntnein.i

:the murder. It, seems tat one quiet afternoon, a &in and hits Thrkh fr!ez4

were p.Iemaetly, getting drunk on r ice* wine. 4oh was praisa the meits of's his

native ki ie. ,The urkha sho, d .h ;uri.., .r-orIbarp, a + id he Oould kill

Q4*1Ior and better with i hnakyn uAwith any otherweapo. ZeKc

oqualy Proud of his l 4 a, 4 .nis0dthat the Adrt wt et ad a the same claim

for hiisD h, The arsumtunt strongr a3, they gt drunka.and finally they

deoid they wtl,ttght -it out to pre" v wIch wa"'



7++",

thesbeto r$ h haoftthe firstro, f

to f te ±ph, ndNvthe. faohin &that proved the snpremaey Of is.1)ahP

' o'

a n,thouit09.4 WA s years0#f PttAott,

.i s me saves- s uno for a

hnn. Oos.or 4KaohkWants to toll another Kaolin •.a diStant

40.11 end at toor-so. 11tl-ft

4m, aWo

tot erhoaknows kXohiUs are hontest and will send his gift mi .Amssage Always aeeem-

panios a gift, o6 they will -pivethe message., too,'.wheoreas At ho asimpl sends the

ite 0 it ynever rmachthe..em.s...om It its. ent

0,wauat d -acenfeernoeo oeIn 'which the subjecoat of K(aon drwaaaeOsa

w&A' the topie of nain. After a disousslsm #athe evil whieh whiskey wogt

tho o tM """....of.rerna...sked WatherVtileh what-in hiS pinionwVas the

at'teet"of whiske .on the .ohW.ather•Walah,, without batting'an eye, repled.,

%Manky is responsible for all -their druxtkertes,,Sca& -half their chIldren".,

3*1f &roh 1*4 At mhpw t ajust af ter day brew* the Sap ar t~iiery -and

m.rta"s.opened as us ua a d-at about 0645. n. .tie weans also'Op"o" and 'the.

a attae .fronthree sideos outh* east ead northwst afew iinutes apat

Tterogus mortrs were ra sIng W-4lX51with our ma. The J)ap

primlipal ef-fort was tro the east I n theaairea of our, water 4wlo * Thoyr attacked

ku. ;b.

with a notdne hn. Anouletor wecoldno get to thowat holem + a d.. nete

o.l h os u twsmr seiasart;.W nothrwehle ?o

Jap.s!... covr. th hoewt otrfr n nprsrne algasmcr

Woda te ralto:4 hle .e..ut. ttke todieteotteltX

"ig. bu hywr iiystbiIe.I a usd forprmtradw

-d4It have the nnto ocoupy the ground It we had token . t.

Alrea4dy Colonel MaGooe was' using mule * iero, pho*teVphers-and Oveqy

availableOM n An J ton.tRsleadquar ters on the poriamter. a*frour later a raio

sess*&ge from AHN" ad&qUa'rtsrs at fisawehingyang said I* theSpsad t booked6

theW14afl butweeOn Uthere and M*puinGa uzinsthe naight U t t the thi rd bttaio

jatol wretrtn to dislodge then and thought they could. get through to Whptn

aAo

44 by noon* T . but+.a+:~+ + m o+ o+
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4Ur r4U3&4 soo srea4throhouwt the perise tan tat coupled with ,the lons.

ot .tvhnterhole wa a .s.evr blow to,, or ie, fa 1 da0pArtilley eoatinw d to

S thm. AV -euldn't .. 4- a t ..-aout it.

At 1000 hurs Si -r mk-ea eatm over -- ad- were direoted to the J1y0. At.

* ~sttrh y u i 1 o fflo era.. Twheather -had bees e bad -the ps4zt
itn .:y our •,j .1 .

toar days. that the .pIao0o coud. only .get over. a short ti-a. each day ' .p. X plan.

r .. .on . ,he

.vrls hlped ,rale. oloa9l0,cCWeedecided to4tryt usirohn e

tr mi! to the u atirtrp land he c~led -the luge 4ornbat Team co9mar-dar 1tn anatold 1him

to exert.-all. to pressure oheould al'4on t 1 atr. wal without- ond goring thoperta,

i..ve .him a r a.torcf paonwtraww. frott. et ol' the par

-~# .t .., . . U t. , , . - . °. " . . . . , • . . 0-. -

Thntorco aiake tndr mtar -and AxmwhiAne;waepor utsrck47n a

(lugi x4.a oe nld Isal:oa&1 c aseverfl qnnnadd"ndone killed,

The Jas ncrasd tei pr~~ro n 3. ids o~ he ermtor duringthe <dayr..

App~is~ o J a o dr ftvured he I~iad this )ttfstl ittrappdad ol

hniIlIAte0 t hemin4aftowdys

(mle received a heavy air drop. toda4y of food and-auandion but the shobrtage

of nter had everyone worried. There. was a muddy ho1 in a drew Whore sveral

shad.bokill . little water ran,, hafrom''it s quad trosthfPi oneer

and DI'mlit on Plat oon dug.;out a pit and it fifued ap wih a brackisa mature of

mud and water. It mw -eaogh to quanoit thirat u ttW44. Teda

horse o .l twny . •ee abv.tdd' ad tst Or ayb t.y. id

Tonight- was the low point so-tar i... mora le but everytlar a. Jaip. de t h, least... *...

move hedrew tire . Th.ere. wn no thought anytime but that i wot4S. s;tick it out sa ...."

-, .t.V i 0 1~ ) -,. .

)}n the, -south Cl.k off the perimeter, Li,. (friso.. platon we fr.i, &Cnsa.,.

Mort....ttoa ty ard. szw wihote or b pand gore,,hitti -

Atth ir s trip Cie.GrantSO' Combat ?einset heUsUal& morning patrol at.

O tc..pta GaLut-Our hnrdyad rsthe strip On the- top of a l4t-tthrdel

VIe&Leasoput. of the petrel 5t4 fired o n by a Xak u llight" bdin, 7guun. S heJapas

• " ; 'had,, i

ple bo e - here the-firedat the fi- rstow h ie t Mh w t

yrtethyoeld have. had a better target.



Our patrol imtetiatuly na 4ste ap&ad -Co= tth at theiiyhada sml-l ta

.prob.ably no iore tan. haa$atootbutIthey-wre 
4 R14wi =dnd wid te

Steiut .out. The, -patrol,,leader left his patrol Wotutand 'wont

mkto report to his pltatoo lAer. The. fir ing had brought, the Rlatotrn

loster -oowbat teen m ar 4r .andbattalion otnan4.r cm the run ant ho found

t on, mthe trail walking up to met him

- After s q uick ronaiano, jor tow,. the OrangeOoeba tTeam Ow00 tr"

hIstat6li4eaio adRoxzasn0Plataoon ttpon+ the trail ,andordeOred L$4

lotft*gha'rifle o n WUp to WeP olefkr the trail.

*We att",oke4 aid ti owly drove the Sap baes. Ju st bef oro e 'wAU

1* enveloped, 'hewould pull beak to previousi: prepared psition.

the 4 Sas t boen driven baok pr~iaeytn huadyrsto h i ti

Wut we had lest iseveral killed and about twelve wounded* Iat tOe them w~re

' 1 y liaison . plne turing the afternoon.
A e our ownatrkde, boted an unknomi>

atmiOber o? aps onlW Y 'four' ti ortheast -of, ranother patrol

reported repented wokesi16nals £ the top of a moutaia about four miles nort-

'to h$ ar strip. The Kadhins who flreb t# staying wi th Ather, S trt

ane".b*W4i t0g tas . it ito wonted togot out on their own. La fthen

thou g-ht'theairstrip wa'.' worth defoading. Our-ids*onthatVWstoh

thestrp o ~aoateth wondd4mn houh tk*ould be dP I tfout tohold In the

We hM. been ordsxt out. li onW- , words -were, -S" 'ra canig back." W et mnrq

bean in. for all :prettoal purposes- sineGeeraMterrill been"e siok On

th a2th, as * 'tll oomod. At a stat f meeting tonight he gae-ordersa that

a t4rwaportatien train eand supply dmp would be for ed under Lt. DominicPerone,

supply officer of-the third battaions AU1 supply and all anmatwill be

tireotly -under his oand. Starting in the oning -a rogul: -r SUPPly train

wil b. run- from the s l- dp to the troops Lighting to el the trail. in

theMorn im 'the Orange O"bat To will use ovoryting they have u to ush openthe

S
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Azme~ - 1 MAwrah floGlan1'ds P U a of GoumpazwyL. was &mebe1f roomi-tC
pat e , 0 eatg tro& Na. The patrol ltrated through the Ja

e lnesto he north inan attempt to contat frie ndytrop.1..
anlntnti Cnst n -.- t

fri laton toed Vawa wwwnw*saaawthe platoonxeader <4fri anly.%I. 60A V Z M =

4M o..W~iidirecting mortar, fire on. the Japanese positions, a grop of JapO

movd n ct he laoon fotthe rear (north),$ t iri ng two mciegum.-an

Stheplaton to the gromd. Pc DavS shfted his pooit o to te

oppostd of toe trail to get a, bettor firing ]positioni.fRe opened

rapidan acuate fjin on !the.,ticae guns and silenced tmemablng

Is platoon to tthrw. lRe then l'ed a -few isol ated men, se-parated from

the $Atoo, including one ,wouu man back to friendy toops thee ies

/*

Jnal.jid-n, n trmos, tree

I

tll



%,k . --
ba Tam;ill ,o 0 -.

a~.
Sitothe 

C

41.patols 4Vg@ isgfow ending out (end wIIl alsobe rnisonsible otfwdth

cit th-e rild. Is naid %mAt tat had n a 5 t t reprowStSttfl to *noral
• .~q-A IXG- ataIa , *.. Pbu bof

tvll a, ffadqurtrS et ie e ab

town to tlok -traflS to 'the ncrth, ti n 4ti n

Aone@*.. ..i.1. .. ..Qt+f@Sr#-i lntst_-oofg rart and grade.

* hestutonwa ea~on the air strip' probaly tht best syitenis

ot khow toa it actuall a is1- furuished by a little Incident tha-t hAPPe olnly

thirty yard'stosth0 4te.

At a chuch tter.* at dusk tonight 14 tbA OwY -T'ijW tentt#i001

~Iatanda 04 hemet a~e by. Aftw momonto later& wisper -"Didyu

s4tha'n? 1loked lieUep our unt onatt . a 4through athe au Os.4

Autwti#4Y theauion"ltbeg"nt. pe rat h rabuxt the figwre

had U npp i" d to the ~4M.* I# oro mad more men jt4the sarch.

1tlyse inutes Il*ter ahaeesl dier attacQhed to the -MU detg nMS

found talkUg to aap4 f 0*l4icor# aittif&lit Arltat o a lo * fl

iuv*t~il twstw4 tht h -*wsatce othe orcwAization. ,but tod ot,

& bd ls n safota. Ih ma0wreA relbweil as the' Ohizwsesoldier whoA

a bd. ..l ina, olfrm

his story pro4e to be true bsoaiuse they "ore esxpeti-ng the Sp pull a11smArt

.,stunt .it. thsatiMe.

rkw d ws t

070huters-at004 or aeadpilnoat.k 
u arX

.. n htteJpbd44i nhg run ato h sehie ow e i

"manc motri, At(*Qhuste ritrtred&t hSt

its 'ey 150pfbl ro aai netouad ad aa o osil

iten L Aucieol w n afmlsaWfo~ thea bart .KA the JSaps

at she frmi'yte en ast (ate-r a n oerust. u O~

motaS ~f wrh her eegttingo4 iw.* our mortar. mn l ,a o'S igh

rrm s . % .- ft i

tAhe ontoth tor" o 1 +thirty prd .from, our,-per m t er ndtV q

jI'

jj t he ront ot the "J*P itT+ +fooeou rtr +%

fo lose ~mwjork lid a good mrto rewP ean -G+,tum!&-y pu+ hem 4=A vep~pe ++

it they have a itPtle amiton to playith., We used the soa Wen 'the

my s attacked and fi d them t rmno as short as enyire :ards wih i:o$
r..lts.

/
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10 1Whenthedrop plane, ammao vr hydrewv h otr thima sual grouaJ f ire.

* One of' the pilo44ts reported that thea Japsa shot a butlot betweca the lets.s of a

kilok.rIn ,the bao.-k.oi. .hiu pino. A vheok up rewla ttltn'atw >avin 1hPUm.

aovqnm<4ead and twenaty Tive seriouly wQ-udled., WeO atwtod ith two uadr4andi

$* *ve niels, and are new <len to ona huadted. mAndtUnty with zobeoff lth oalo

* shaot vp badly. The stink of' the dead Japanese and dead aniinale' sprawled ad

bloiateod l around the perimeter i# terrifio.. The shortage f water 13tis ute.

...... ....

Colonel lioloeaskood -for a droap of water In uatiWA&s tWM lrrow. 'The -odi a

t Vhave erwout water to mleke a plaaster seas t *"or A broke.n log andAthej are

flW4i~ laid.wtotwter. '2vorzoneis ara'ttonod to hal a c axteentmufl

SIt bhO cAn go*t tila. TM quartillery ahellingag shplliahly aoclarato thla w%-4

Mr tre thr r e inoipal-1 Our . ft oaro

.olon*l UGo e.aWot two a t r lou- patrola out, m"h urai nto tr to feel out

week spota.,.,e.tpdn.

They rouM, Japs *very pla. they triod %ad retur ed Iith Ve .fortion

thtthere, was one posible rout e to the outsideo. available * Di)ovn &a eatrerndy

steep and routtmotutadde 4 o ou the awsat of the por4 tot and up a n adown asoa.o

veryrfuhcountry for^lm Osta mile to they'ive r. The up therive.r to

damttzsaE'0laon rmt hr4dbttalton wioh lhad oeon thai>wndh oAtth

dailypatrl.andwas ut of in * w 4.oZ !:;"dt :'. r to brakt:uh ha wyat artp Cui lo, t t se it ythada t .-y. st e L u Wd,. atr .d they

and on fire they reo thrhhe J, tnes ard rtdit;iCatIr AA.ri

inn~t oa ,tiously. They were following a rout~h,, 0*~ .course ot 210 dtge:,ea but

the r ougfhans of the terrain 6adovUt n*slr to very their course a they went

al ong. Just at n-a flate ivehvr* fhr ab he napetdycme

upon the..Av!er ad bivouakedo-4og its bahks for.nighht. The won ction whichlol

'~a~ 4 imsasltrdid W.'-n:ot how m! The men In the -first osestion

were not worrieda~bout thw beca. they know tht omig down the ittle strm-

. .uo ,,r a a t-1.A . oobe4 tkb*y ingh h tavturn.46ot *t -dittrontplaca.

• ,
,. * /!

* * I* A,



At the air atrip te 0raug4om ba t Tea m mve up the tai -l Mat.t4okd ho

apS along A tas main traiX a4 4a '41The $y witlidrow aoin - b,"t £hhw~44more

• r '44100 paw.

It appeare d that a A JP Otti or.'kept Soua 4sanee behir4 ti~w _Cront- trocta narkizw.

#n$pL&0nven t 1*or autowmatic wnap na. the Jt4A,guse da devar S ah~p*od trulloolak

with-It, tsmh ona th humpa "d ends ohl. eul:. C. craos ra. us.uuly Wbti up .an

down the trail. A fCw rifl.tnl w're rin-faoi hole.s between thw -. ambuu ndfl0 0Qf. W*T

,oAt3ere back wAonj the trail. Thu J4as. trty uac4 .aiand graund to m",imum

4nitage. and .f orce us to bectOxreney creful, about.e.nvelopa e t. Insotme 0aa

they uSt.i.MAted whAr we ,ul4i evelop and lt sua.n t g htere to hit u in thtic

flank. ?he Orange oo. nat Team had th.mo+t ses vaed ed oerieoed C4.anrs

theeomadia their a bility sese where lb 4 p w"uld beaved samavi aLire

mad i &uhi&-he4av t o o thaone
Vr i.tti". .ogress"•wan• • . • . -. . ,ay. ' to . , •

hndrs dyards w . ga ond e noed ad artillerWy a '9 46vA, 1&e1e4,r

bombes were helping.a lot but they were not enuO,

GlOzkQaerfl iftrrill was Luken ot, MeU firk, t t I#to told 1%Jor danaook

who me +tthea nbulaaoe6Plan* at 40oWasto cot two hoitarunad drop Uth to the

third, battalion -at thae ir strip. M4jor i ..... had.thend "as paked adr

to -drop by lC, O hot-anon ttelot OfA4pril a ut entslonel ne e eta

they were, available when he WnWte iezn. 4*QAonX ttr ra44ed batik to drop thoa

on y-a;April lnd. o 6had vo artilleXry-men an Athe jswoldbodrpped in see6tis

an ol aeVb smld ooe utrsn el toQ.elDat

Co:tnading Of ticer .of the thigrd:: t.atticn'+, to. get ad~ mn :wi th any. pr..eviou

artiliory ozperie..oo aM ,make up two (.un crow toaight+ , TM or had h..dly .t.

?hey ;had vocLamtaerod from the tth t ak Arti..dry im ttow- Qdaas. eM thet were

Aotu+ly f our completetuucrews witha . S/S J A....... ...ohA. A ker 4

flattery ; .=der. Prints. iute"howau4.M \orritt w. mA4s chi df off ih .br Cat seoti.oa

while Srgoaut (eorg. o .Lowe took WN ber Two sectio, tha e ounis ti

Orou Wand & nowas -a4Ven the Jobie used to, do rogrdla*a &hwtfte i

present vadv. One of the Lbent LftS8In Lvw* $8th ws foundPs ?dato t4a"m

(k"ttl""i) s"u:.""rokeoIsa fresmZher 4] io.rth Caodn.

These mon wOtts liko school kids en vaation thoy were #o 1py to have their

Madeo a,%&pack howtsr AV # Te un rw At



thznush tiay toa4 sted ltheir orpckuizatioand0= 4wne -1*41set -to raio tbe

1woun t.

M ir tpickedo. upoi t t4e ew" ot ta we

hv •.. 0-..ur own arttly t w .for thes t.in stieOe!wehad.been behtgd the

p. .hering nes was radioed to tb oo04battaitorn*whiOh Wag

toldIt-wod be out L a hort ordar tonathe artillery arrived, lirae. Iif tea hr

el .o.bt Ma ,Rott :wa"ot eno.ow d Z. edds6ve Imen already 0a4,

.t.five wre .srioa4y.Injured...14foh olein..his414 stato-n.

SO" othe wo .. ot ab o nther. twoM 'Without hoet r
n.a .s.. ood traatasion"d t o..At..o,

ut " trU U th... . a ,, b .......t.only.vere.-,Of,•t1

At. stafoointornoetoaihtC' ICo=01eA utor ordored the. Orange Com:bat

Teat atup its Attahdon the trail to the s cutb the next- rn& gwhile

a stro .o.s ,CombtTea-vo..upthriverthenture., tt

hit•At .- "P .. rrouadiig. the s60o4- bALonntherat fnkI. I at-h#,

#*"bafttain Is to exert.4ll pressure poss.ib le and Wt-y to breok

I. to themAt a4dto th northdowa tewin ,tridiC®rew4 Thin ter told

- inwe h"d to get throtagi to -thessecond batan uit~ CaIIflpssbe their

wounded were bdyIaneed of at hpital car* and ewiry- day they wesre surrvo-nd4

wus aconga,nthat mdght have bsenaari*odtobecould Mire. b*eeacuoted.

* 4Z'LL , 104 "'u *g Ooabs¥ Ton e~mns en ae w i h.nm ln h

by m aafl "n JapO tire Th-e~ dape s. tohe b ie .oint od during.

'ntteywr we dgi&4thyid'ove h takoai~

4l a dy 4t a t of tour Aand tour orlausy wo d.e , At. da M jor" .
,*Il Mk au, m.. v4Aea*Q 4rl4 out a reinforced company of his mmn

l aain M81n.mwrtars sadheavy anachingwaat tUs air strip. .lhey nMaraod

down the riner. totbont thms hours, Untl theOy estimated they were alMOSt

opposite the tivy re tohb they believed to be the sesmt battalion perimeter

.....................

K!. . Thri east, ees oi :uatty, they oved ,rert he .n,.st.g diffiut stetch of.

azatks M 3 the ho ye enounere..



n10 0-

,..we,:a a halthoursitter the Point laton aadr a /sT,3rZat ienwod

Aent a ast art. ed up a,.othorst.aep.sountai where the y.were s4 daly. firea on..

Vo.r t- t~f hr a p~ai il ei t I r eotiouns; then i't bocv

#lvsr that the4he.mho h re r"t o . r the .ri , ad h isnipers literafly all. over

the riagr. o riaaat 4A ~tm ha already lo10t o:na or two mon killed and eve6 rd

wotde. hetornt riasked hlacnn' life it s avre one -of-Isjea rtby r uning

thr iuhoheay sniper f ir. iok~f~ tavoutdd Ut-' Id aryia addr n;a, P0him

toMdfaddjac. lkot ri'16s-fe lt Out the Japs on both, flIa -s with Patrl

wa4 to find they ocotpied the otiro ridge, y .that time the 4#a weeto.throwing
su.te r..r. from the r ide. 2:i~everalVt~r. . lig-ont attacks made by gtrgeant 2in..t.e

war repulUed by the. J P. th. e emy h, an e ixcllent position 00nMAfdinr- all'.

*pge~hs nd t ws t~u plin ~ o ranpwertohit thawma this point

Sp ' r oigge withdrew--. t,-few humn.re4 yards adu 4 4 tn tot the -ght.

At, 0Q-Zhours the-dropplanoariv4dat-the &irstripa n v

sectio-s of the two pa'k howitzers.wre Lloatiw to ear th on double parnohutes,

to uundred round of 7&5, a mni-ntion 'came witil the a, At 092$O hours the

' *414..had f inished their' omplete drop and. the un orews rushed on t field- ith

pak 
,aimAlsWto or .rt U-4tho.a. Ot her mm, woren4 get the arinaadttoa

%An4 carry it to previously ,prepareod positions. At 1100 W urA/tM x awer e rea4y

to tre a.-d Colo.el unter waA figurtzag tir dt to .blst w the Sa--outh of

a :t U~$O, and went cys th: e n.or4 battalica perifmeter Wiues about e igt hundred

Over the :rado ..O1OW f lunt'r t l co1oit \iu.o an Cooelieahthtw

#04 taksdtyt ra t•Q g tisat. n aftr ' .oo .wi .ar b.r .

)A.W . el

iord a.roeivod ..ter* Intha ro j, thatd so
.0 o

torairst"rp s ourriedotpal.ios for on4y.

thity etaK hours exd bad expedd ost of his MiitPn.
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Znpt G teyst their UQ&V*at**kfrom tb. south Afriost-the.

no ast"'4-by-atXrys"
-mrtar$ Whn o ourrttlearyo edi-Uet

UZK).hour. waleo 4t "o.q.up. he nthe per t-rn i

teability of tw, ArtiEI-ery tQV many otthem thought this wuli cause t1he .3

to :'wltt~aw not' repmrnnracthat for a idays they hadi tWkn Uad the aps a44

sw t .4r

.... -.yloaa4 wwt thoit uw0 a Q adly that o

hadydiki. t dM.,'.oried for ate6r atd Xthata 4hear#.but

,hort rain -provid ed ono'ia 'for otoryono to g eZ thei r threato wtht diaak theto

.men be*a" to a.. that -the Japa -were not pg4±Th- to be ru%=.off by our, arttLX ry,

g ... l.zc . n.+ o. ., .do w n

, bp lywithverUt
b. tt,*- P. O

otf~t~ ad txdg%'mrale as ssaa pretyo w

.o~eons sa~rted .a rumr tlhat. the baittalion had beon tolId to i Wtbteir

wy t*. xty rryf their woundrtd."tMrryoae. knew thaxt40ajust t i .

th a0WfW *tod. OOCAse spkd tboru rby patusing the wr

arua tath o-battalion wan owinpfl* Its,58tl#4 ado of

Plenty -of food and a ton atorrwwwulhveatrropdthtw

wore not.mvigfrom Uhpwa but were sticiking it.owt9 athe -dro"_Pto--day neo a

umbr of boo two of whbt .were vatal of Opration of (*rryall and P

i......ishand 34 .Orf ico,4yaaol0gy" Thre worst als a numb.r oft

no el in ?:+ The w. _+ot....4ek o..t. .... thi. .. t..e.t. . ..... w er pa co
a.. a -". ver.?: the:;i ... pert: i::,-:  te. at:. .. . . ' ." , ,:

Coloel 0eeuaedti~d tlephnesto he ky pint of he eriete

wn al s end ,+3

Oto arauder sitting in his-ftox*lo Jiast beotre ti.400iamswG

j4p eon .tovwrds him. The J" p pcare4to. ho reay sd lost* do walked t h

e4go or the WAXaudrasafxhole xzjwrblinsg to -hinsctt aerently thht~chg ho w".

in, hts own prxttr. heW audez nwild akAhl r aitc ot hia .juao

Th wwAlkeiam appr1t1stl looking for hi. foz hole andth Jrur

sho hi ded wth one'hot 'two*h the heoad.

Sergeant Roy U, Zt.v~ntoA tNset 4apwnes, pat inraliake to the

.aqoead bhattaliton dmriz-gt.ta oa .(M iendthrn± erp

a tratt oP0 pont



P 4r.lo w

t*t , *ore nataak, asd£ro t wareabl

to&Avoa~s~tXO ~ twhat tewro igo o 0

&r &tmatto*4 .oai4adOut olo00e to th s ap Ponteievry nit44

n..d t s -Usa Itthentak a aoi $ tflf aeUsual ly

.to 4 f .. st bto ro0 4 .n. 4a aig. t w e raturnedairt tSOQ0hours #U,

ruoro4to44 idar A M~ssntat the Saps Voae.0w toattst to outot

a part of th rdwotor~~.. t.at t. 11ta a ou~tz~ S ooa' elleO.,. .o ., t

t; th MOLO: + n VMS: 00,+ O U 6++ o

etutc wa outon anon t grte~ith&,"traoped dO b, illo.1I a idlutt

far 4butsothrt1M dh4it MdY uath$ etd enythe

tafltado~~~~~~~~~~ ~O itw'dotrteSp'i e tlo akt h ts fthe little

r4. kor Mts to dt e dpplA tAryupaolm n0siI

t the p'r tsrbannrubhtheltt naowhkhabouttay

woeEli~ lt &~ga'iue ht i h epoa#iseto 4v0 tea

turpri ., . .b k to..tUsoroot ofthe rid ,. o 0aneearat

40d tie rifle +s4 tItiedoot the e ooyr

t 4afA ovefl.w. U-r t nt- a to .f

4'L ,. ,

It a.,.0 ,cr ,

*vetle wan of gowtd ith.atommy uu., vtleny -hre wre lRhozits

W~ansai, .

)4 rudteas f• sarlf edpaof wp t ~.bl

wmeut later~~~~~~ tywr tsca aoesi o:hls i14wllsot

wt p'aa~inrerytin~ tat loked L~e a un o~pla~sI~fl. Thi uda:eu

patton of fl09 Started thett. Th~n the .iA'4U h tf,~U*t.e

lsads tha earyta a sord(Wtoh later' prtd tobeaeut.btMbffl
held his fire til t got within fift n yaS his periett. Thea tm

t * terifles,~~ cr enhing o -e, wt pea'd at oneTh

Saperei i other platoon or part'ofaPlataon-wag foZI

t+, tint+ 4aow sa they started .kdtix the +pot*4 $wzp in o+r boob$>

ts raedinhs.* n St ttttuet hue aJpnseCag'6 t brQ

and they oharr4. Tit natee laterfif ty fosr 44 bods. were ount e

stat slop. inWitag two otttera. 3ler rat WMatslt bo+i# a

eharester poory t "*t.

a .-f elt-. V. -a..t
Th platoo wt oh loft to aeooa battltonr arr. ifld

*00k t* i rpti troawtot'a aa 4...s teri~
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oThe osao silene ,was gattizg the men. The thirdbattalion"

'hAdn t beon able, to.break through oda. uratartilbery hsdn t helpld much

and -Some of o4r woundead wira dying. ioateht wa the low paint ts~or mralo,#

'0ns PCKgtaxy wor se., unleass th wY donIt. droP Anyimore water.

At tho Air Strip Colonel IUunter dalsed4 A a Staff eetiag aWOut 15"0O #ours*

Zgo told is. offoers frankly that the iatt ia-n-was bad, Reports wore oonfftme4

thot the .apo aroe moyig siatregth up th 4aId .r to our osta a-i we "I:i

bean told not to expeot aveW Chimee. Wll) tor arkthor eleten days,. The

Ubttatea at albwn X #4ppoot ,to bov ~down z-0ToZtQ obokti.t h
krt M.Q oboa-Vol.t h

whntao onlyne. .nd jt . on w,,bseto ' ontactand t aa

a ?ow shots, They roport tha# t Lcveutd be ilapi ssLble to carry litteUrs over

theMgou4dthey eov4 * ho'wev1r. 'It took al1 their enorvy to got aor it

thernsaesoo without ear ring',on

S4ri1 1044 *P At rnzhpun Ga. the Saps- a.e hoavy atteok on. the a'th

91 o~.af tho Pvedmeter at. tawn*ad three hours later hi t the weset side," t he.

aoa pattern of artidery, nwrtar, grenaydos aaui avttsak wa-61Lflenvad txy

werere-puln ad Wi tAhoghev l .osn

00 sWet* oveitead, bombing &ad austriug the, one mile 'pWhwo lpum

and 'the Iid battaion tthwsfut. eprtsyasas a togpit

Alluke ~4,W da"1"1ncowsintt ae, ial the rdrop

saelaesin thtk*attonuolnand with it oWa A ter Uto plastictb V_

ApstW-61rs ft#4up wai h IortArs *wquwo got an 41xrdrop auO* today

thy "faliy gutvre 's aodi.

SaoeOf the ,war 'bagswere 'broken open withiina, minute fri ,the tlane they

h At * hefirt bagopeedwas*aried to t".o sid t tatton where *owv ry wouuded anx

was allod to drink Uisftll. The wuat@r had -a rubbarish tase'to It but was

dsliq ions and refreshin$ caao to the blacki sh Astinking At ut we -hiAbean

,drinking for thelpa.twthree1dys4 theMetentOf"fmore thao e hundreddead

n~lswa 4ac oeronias.& and -the *Saps oendup wvfith mortarswh enevr

wetidto bury*A on..ttohud edJp bodies were scattered

arenad the e4~~~~~ss of the~~ peise nee.aig hi otiuint h

stopped. 4. as qu. .. tas. astrdb I4te iefa oet

tw ors h .th waue. 1vno~ w ri c;hdsope bu

tf

Ii

4

A

I
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.4. t o... ,. fra * pbutthat &a 4* bM ntIor th m-wi4.4

*tt& Mbat !. itmo& tutor 4slebnwoa t

., AU trjp~ p4th ao n4 Oe. 1. e4 a tU be &waM

atbt c .~ntl00b kara On4,01 U 2aao can t osobat

ith a. 4 tlwktnflheht4ldOur"eti.. theyano t~ar

.. y~rayft* ho4'' tUnatin ttn 4 ,tdon tewtw#n ttk

TM nttfor.01tUbe xMWn4 UP 4to * a it #ntomm ptati atw the

J~kpbu *-sA'fl as a0 gt=$ orofn. ta rta4.ks

t .Ater**" * T h at...wflI...be t a.tat vt t... ..... . n w...a.

.. • utf.,l, . ... . .* .4bV A a wa .w "l .ay.. .. ttefln-"

AbrbtdtnqttttelanteZ 4.i

ajr ri ...r eak f, tM.rrtzt

e t

s"410 atrttb*isteOnrri a eiso .mm t -ski Iw*'thy ht Msor fti~ i4tte

the~- 1b4 ?tn. ln * o th we. * *s0ss, as"theI or

U.,

.ttW*Mlthmd -taoet ton~h

IV*t~l, od i~o4 11,.1, W41, 0 h*piI pto4'l";It v-4



hd a, li gth litters a fw feetItGarfew

dutesthfnnnd oe oe 0t anged a round. 0- o otting the traib .some

wthng to Jap sniper0, wi-e ot hers .tru gled- wi th t. 1 lterThe

w outd .th:eir pain 1i.eby .rugs, did at cryout erefl when a litter bearer

Id fa on thes 
t

)uri m t e di.d and was buried nearby. At

dawnthe. woatf*medutnd a vedat th e airsip at noon. r t
.o 

ro n .t e•.ll. .

then ere planes on the (.4aditwut4wr lw Avi~x e

m&tS ter their artiVal.

44APrfl 1944 -As, he airstrip -w sta elftrltvlyudtn

.^54 -U. noth -of .he

Oolowel tunter xmend his hopdquarteto'Uiatlfl, 
woMis orh f h

al ntr a ,p fhinesehad.j rived from the

at Pabum. This unit wasordered to dig d hold the trail-imtion at

u9h lbe.luttrwihhis staff medupVwI th 
the -Orange Combat

TeaM whicb we -attkint.isstride the tral..Panes 
were oner* strafing

stu 4W* boxabng th* daps all day. At 1100 hours Colonel luter taw that

the attack orulda'*t ome ~of befor G 6O.( hours 5o itwa set for. that tLO

tho.tae , udf+ -m

The del ay was due to the tiiae it took to. tu" MakiC ombat Team into posit i0An

and Oclonel Hunter wanted to wait until We ovul4 M!ht an ont ptWGri4 bl ow

Ma jor law, the C ade of the 0rtage Combat tee,. had the.f.llowin~g

pl#s1 of attack: At 18&O his A,:one and DeinlitiOfl pzt oo would move down

the astst~aof he ountin o te ra la beow ad hve shaa bttl

amon thm~t~fl Cabins, *tohs~i~d c~athil~ lke n Aisai oul

represent 't 0Oe M eey hietrygnsnd.I ol ers'ftte~rue$

it was-hoped that th comtiom wOuA ,draw Sp.attenton aad mrtar ('ire whilO

hismai atackmoed ~on th tril *Lthe front- insOonly one hundread

fifty yards wide, it cosisted mely-*r the tope of a Iog rAie wit the

SapS on*oe safdtad the araudr cn the. ther. Major law'S mor tars er$

set up to lay-down a :loe In barrage with I1 M. heavy amunition to try to

penete $00 .o .the. ,lap 1f boxes nd alo SOC U.O the T. lih't4 would be

hitting -~tolose to our own front iine ptroos. Captain fluroh, CoaarnandiU%

.0%Tioer of the assault onpany aking the attak,. wa .mlotfl three platens

ioruottfl The bottom.si" ' of. thhis w d s nter platoo



*itt o Vdo06 Out as4-c0 to *44 podtt as4

. " h4-. , U T r .- ion-. plzna4 to hw histt i

,t.tr 1Wo' or s tO .s t. 4" i

Atis o .I ra , "" A ar t a t' *t" 4

Ath w4 ruhteal odlm eta 4 tn r CooV4... .. , it o4 e thin• . .m•. ... +, , Ja" co.44,.r. m

Itt n -thestwrtu e ovnt
' .o .

tir , .tto. As , .n

4*~~~4 twqt~I*ff~ hhomV4 t owttyn 4 Ot

trost @1 fron Un.They n640 sevr4l es ro~eastto ap4S

& r theurtsratlflwt*4tflt aU.,thappo dx~z

tb. tqj a MtheSo80 rt4i0 otwt t O'a sd to s~tUsfy iee

?, ++. Lt. .+ o o ( *. oaoh.+4. ,* Vir ba io,

LU * Et._ (.o1 I (•o .K. *,J... n ~f~rssa

bat n~ ( * * 14bW~ 4 on vsd nnb ett~r

L M-

a -.n ,, C # o0,uh.Coxwdn OCl . r. of o 0 . o .

Ortba.s.n--t.huraOhio

tn t

S L fplaoon. w o u m, *wt

.. Ww C .r, th "ta tbe# 0  pl) w open at160,yorMort tn

atloomir tns tb&



aPto f 4i!owthLe*~4 a wr w w ai4ht $U 4SOltei

rsL t.lopot .. ,t"..octhit. n J s fro Mother has *0

'tbee'hi tat so~nttir64m & dyar tlo ten"t or their

press&t tu Ata nwthei.. r"Wrto of't dth .4 - 6-

to a ra....ftby•

'~thto LToo *shev& 4ata d ue ogvrthtltl raw an yeur

n tthatnsto"eRV,

b oz t, .awyoto. e t n . .sure ad lobbed a.0 ta. or VsontesVu in o

en*ot.rz ttodooX

- ,o u~mg thz~V 
';

OX to ' RMro U' 4tof ndf dn9t

wwo x,0, no, -ad i"iri.. .

t . f

WL 4"ttey e hflf4 .ffUlro* ra, .$u-,.
at.wwg- ta$ ku 0 mm s-f'.

-no e" . m ,oo . . .. ,.

'Ibwdboo *141.io



'todrp ,tow-:

ptseiug s. fro th" north - ask the bombers to p a f ,ndt

hundred yards n~orth ~,of"hp era- ,  hat ittid r e"

L. trmt. .g.r..nthat"

(A separato .rdo net worked
,' -thelOaW T id reache ov or a"d told

his air liaison otioer what he nnts., The a liaison officer gave the

planes oterhead the- target

"Tomn from JuroE -Cone in. tIor"

Taroh from, Tom- g ahad Wroh"

S"tor from. roh- the Japs are rol ling h-and gronato s dn on the squa

nerthe trail - an youtrw asril renactAts en

",srah. from. ZO&- we just threw three had grndes '.1do 't believe

those0Saps are tEO the ITt. i qa to wtdh out-

we'ir almost to.t crest of te hill o dont trire onU

"To rnfro Tuhtc -Roer oldA boy"

Buah fro, Law,- ce in tnrch"

Low from IHurob -go ashe .,,Low"

"Burch from Low.- your left flank is toe far down the bill the japa

ar'aoin& ou so moO that laz Up fa.-st"

IMO fr~ T~rkL Roeron that"

~twto una- cnein Turns"

•Yw t w g head 4o

Turns trot, ow.- Roger era that - $oo ear"

* Torfm. lwh Poaea an

B ut h from Tom - 're over the to, p, of the rid i on 'r' wy donm -

th ree 4411 boxes are blow to h.ll bloody Ja "uifors all over the pl~oe and
one N.anbu macbhinsgun blown up -l-okas if the Jap are in trengthon next

hill - we're drawingInaurate mll armsf ire and a little knee wortar- put

some "fatbO:S'. en .'at kLSMII tar ~zs be nn~~'ao denns. it'sw on th ill",

"Tam Crot Tuna - Roger ontho tfatboys' " good work f7liow -kcp. #oing"

baomh tram Low.are you on te tral yet"
, .. 0

"Low trwo re maohundred y-rds pSt th tai thr411 n



J4ePa otho t0140.eOthtlwtnflJaps bMve dout ofthir positions~

4TMw fom LOW *meths p ocouyth oitP

Let emam a pUton 'p hm ow about tispnu w *

.. upy itwith nzoekimwns

%l.O, tawm t -pun. So ' *i4V~! aR~( r~oeetoth

you t.td L yukaee In. yet r Pt.

Yma w'n SA olo:hit Jap per*ufler they hvimahiane .ovorin

*, r. '4,oagat etat them with. ntan aut -tryin rifle ax"a"s1z

Xkks UM. ILag ho.up n

*SOitn rm -tell Lake t. put prenun eft- at pot itneeay

try suh
Cnn Bfm oston agser in tAt -it-Is rttigdark,. d4=here -Owell

* a*..Toa

a °mn4bhv u llcan

ette fl-t oy~u~tiw~oehg~unU too~ge~mtls

rt .yoyitfskynt ktbtstobi

04oagt 40'en nrinsto ufuptofateadU.bneaudig

'Tttnem.twlm-pd wrkrnny beebleto help youieaingo tew

mrast Up. Z nethat s ao ,dsu n
S .L.

uMzhtoe ow Xsaltupbyrpottiaathowzext hil.1lik- th.

.p @*ttt* & hk4 ele 1 kl ave tohave those'atbye' in;elon

*sitt*s . st 4&rk-Zson rerpsinmaudi; ginL"



awn ttfne vok, q* o4 a C g oS4n$ tzpw , the 'vply tr0a vW

'fSurab-to Yu M hvo *4one&A4 mo. (**on.K Id1,ant*4.) t- Ikow

tq **b0w4 him.v$4ht-b" -wtusott4ap touat M.

*#Wora- .onIsauty

1'oou iw swrotertohoatfp

ew t4wdh. 4 o to*wothln.t

* uu '# atheisle4at#owawdoin& sowafxl,

0akt ;t.A " a-, , taemut44 hst onti4 the

jo rnte w- M r tiWo ow4 strie t uttt&

-411ai t U"tbo 44"%xWtUPflore$.an0 epene4 fly. v r

LAn ixbilet tn n do*ia thialoftireb oIf a S a rnora

A~l? bIoethe;.haabot ~?entdd=oof '0..

$o~0ti o .0 ,4t . M * tok athe nM4 ne 2w, n. vs tr i t t *ta

"hgutthis merning we Jo bscoes t tdn tt uwo tWooer acd the jwnthy o re

fltn wad a tot *at osIn it. atr*onettdon )

this ~Jfl ad ot Amareto, nit, h hra,-ahsntfrdae
~ oi of he ~fl n outsothwestfankctmth roa 4po It hawitfia orntng10

00~ba toy At. tt n--wi

The ulqa attaske-d U aft me rcatth aori*t vwotsuacces,**

at100 houarc t4q=A heevy nab attsok on a p~rt of- ae eweit t r AwkIckt Mt A

U*Osl )y '9 nu -0in=maers who. had ot out atftheIr La~es *Xet?4z 40s my

quiet. the it tbroughthoe 'tr I n pe pdav'stcr a-,. ute tat
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t .er trouru hant
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, but a

it.t

a'1 upoIedtbt'tsbut10 )elw henthe third btt, it A

htt sy n S. li -f hh Av40 ajitleplane. X rtufd oa h pr to ittha AO tha

o nth~ftt. ut P wsAru, ntews-fa n bf a
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The,+arttl.ry iflrtnajtnm rn 4i wittn stfewndrad yards trom thn

0.beasily,.hit nht ttt
104_4"-..04

i.4

?rtvat e. ?.4.fo, mnk 1, O*oohka Ut. to the oon thtint

rnl=4t ho 4n .. i st that ow,4ob. 4

U..,, .. 
v ouu ul

r i .ant y a ',-'. t. .

VOW-t-1W4 tl-,l4 Wod$.te01rhs6"

and Rwoorgt". A, s)'Ihi.IZ ad rushod oantmt ~t~ tril

wabo by1. ,a-'63 tau U.4 dragfi b~aok. tha 4p aipeow P 4n

-,shothit

at4 *twbu.this vnw m, atayn&, l trtn at in 4., i

oac am e4 lot i~s to.but. TSap.svapor overtj4on the mao ne tuxrne

141t aOhodrgedPi-daadQopoflwt tort , 4..-80Uo to-' -aety.

60, It f

b.,.t.+ Mt. .+ ttotnuradohrsy4Lsaepu~

the, , roi4 watoo yssera .± blastd *r the rratt 0Tt tires

is either down or Cipdi4dn h f a orbuis00e.th as

aif wth&a bpknit, sap Nbodies wwove food in tress, wher. 4fV". hundred
p.nb..)adlatotI yn*.a 0,

hi war.n ing I. elnt *i a end W4o. asnce Awt , was in

theofrtof thaek. 'kAs the artil lery 1Utted, ib sunn rushed C. 4

i, estn. , ruwd1a4; -,.d *dl4* of ho trat-lot"0y a'. o a ap fox

haoHe, e th a sk v h t erked thesk offt8"toUme t.rrittn4

o-aflng4al. the shock of artilleryso,.lose.to,

he11'r U,444t she at ko both dt 4 his eatbino, mashot
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L fetob. Ixp' herto ted he haa't tried "toasmo ompvios. I.
o r.auy sti, r....A a~hnz 0 LatoR ,4o ~

k~atrmlA. s44 i *man Utter beres a Ve hthe fPn

tr .4 b . oarytng te -"4 0 to, h4d"et4timzlrsn t4o,.. th .. •re

-On 44to o4irstrlp ad on tola fld p

Cpa wurh vwa4@ot ~Wi4th 4a. toad- pi/atota &tI trvgz t9. atte4

lfls eamdedwionsbA)ft:i. aw$ y 'a pon t 4p en anf haive kep>t bie y

tufo It a 4eaty in...a.oma his hithe

= t1zttntho0 te ml 00t a"b& Atery p*r,,

Rvabe ee i bat ~ . il #1a w, tmor hittl

;roun has d;ron4O kapIt Is ater' to soe whatte o

LtS,.Able 1& 4 *'a Aa a ion VerY outotadigwork afl thy

04"PtaW40 MO lIi a stho Brt tjaautoni*o a ri. jis the Ot '"wA'ym

hiso"atetet,

ct. W ba tawoit his tot loseLAC ttowt. teo thestop

aa itt ou oviaLI throer

•o' wis thytho en inedayxonz, st tiudit t

pine hep ~z to* to, h diva~ o ater~tra~ .

* cold e sn'e~ndthe dukedto oattA~E tt~ntneAne strte

0! # 1te o#+oe otnWo rxae ta~t

Arsistroag, iaiissitnt, work+ ++ d rh twith the asndt pie af,

opkins #, 't*u Ut didnt h&ve a M#A ozae4 w,% .4a't teooxvoe nmdic l aid with,.a

two ainutasof 'beisIhitW. go s the chieo*uea ttowhi ,4i.nma onf

u o fopral Do" el 1diot, e Coiclwa Qbjecow. or wuo

K hascarrid soavrfl nme&ouatc-d4erovan though.- )4e wa vs sx o c~s

nMo. 4 ~f iran. 4t4 he vill.nt ar a Voin4aocrw

O " ed. briLn4 A*tow tmajflR ito V IIntefllo ~ i

jdlaton wa is pineddtoom.by *live,

:laA. anotes torn Into sm-1 allAs 'was fton saattiroA 4svozV*



S " 'P..,. 'Dutit * V ar.nd. -. 'contAe ,

nth in.bsr oe pwoai hthe might
be ki .lat t t was+ a nte .f.rm a 4 $00 pl~~ to n eader to hi*

Otth doa eat fieroey had broat
X"1

tUIS uz&to contowUM4at0 Jeterrom their rastti bad0o".nII$ a
p4

oentiazmVAt4.n e oredto wothdr " tttr pn tiox#1

. il. M. o* t at of

(..t W n as dierkifled near'-0m..

~4.Zb aJa-Um ewade taby qt $teotic
. .. V'a. .

Th$4DURWIATIU (vanst)

A With tho blood s l~ag ttSsn tn
. h world* .

A-a taw.-m.u,

A .ibrisnmabovet eG re et rbi Ort

fOth Qor s=54ivr at the foot of majestic iumal a
gong 9rjapan Iok o Am, 1IPws ~erv

•T.h.-ayf, 't0 in Ber i l morW tts=w hore 4nowo

Rising144 l tho e Co 14 Fish Of SO OY ~ )

*0ow we're i 0doe. 0once-aerroristdbyW4 t~S

Qh Qov eflt.aolo Matrlta sad .rntb- 4*a....

oray i Jaanswet odor of traSrflt BlDso009e0 wtn

WhenI di, 1,l nl toethe af devls (r.n

andI wrat in oa three mob Zivt.. iiet"

001,.. .;

tha & Cat ptaxed D

I .

Az In t rasatswonaed. It wsdaidad that the plane W"s too badly

a S. the tr (waundor almost o.ltt *Jpselng.,

$or ai Jm DaflUrt 0 only, * AafewYa a a $*NWe the w re o to

---- .... ...



..7.

Anez Apl Aplatoon. of 0, rd battalion was advancing souathwest

of- Mh= Ga when the were hld. up by re from an ene lht. machine

gunan aLer rflme;'he Platoon withdrew a few yards, and fem, ate4

V,

th is time the -plaitoon lae decided t'o sen~d one squad under 8/gt slow

liworth PaWO=sjthle platooln g 4$e around thergtfln hle the

other squad' engaged the eWi.vth flreA

S-asith..ri.. lfR.. .... gu,.I.neonradvano
up a draw, dtawliZ up a steep bank to get close to the eny flak

Wh thy wr about 30 yart fom the top. of the hill two heavy maei ne

gtms, one lih gmght-a.nbe0of m. hopened " fire on them

frpm-th;e.0top o1f1t he b.aill,* They Were pnd t theground adNthP

S we"s crical wone i oh legs*.,Several men attemptdo

drag imto :Safety without_ enjCesswhen8 8t ) p&r Ileapdad

rntbrm eneWtire to a. position where he could drg Nt sndezs

out of the line of' fl1re 0

As 8b a sq as innd byvu~riorfir an

ofth and. three ofahs . me. 'wr wy hpe. wihdewdn

the- bil,.organised and rejoine his platoon.n

* 44

4
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The .. eta,, • . w. 0ttl'O S o aeMt a

at ovw ior ot(iprm yti eaa.W ai

*4 ott u, hose ua rw os thOO ft t doen'ht 4aeoJN4psil

m4to it s: .farww. today'a",
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* todraw, -Y -ny ,nf4tie or W ? twoftvOMhtWin.thebt.toafutt

t tto , IQt )Wte atAr h iw bl'witi4'. Me k44
ofthe mtb ri.44 t $ a

tuto

Vte k 1*, pr0 .atet w A wr & f tr

I II

tih U1 . y provwd i rs WArththrs"hnt *n e wher

Ath.anr hti t•.aa etr. te h.e at io Cr... W4

oo)i"pteaby J401a A'burn4 out With Coawoine "dOUt Th* #1 oedrio
v"dat A4titefl0sV, tatratedt-t w.1th *ottae

. . .. 'tosottt-on

Awefl 
4
atinhomn tn Atr Rannrka4-rb4s

.o Aa.ttny m arrWuu L . uvWe pn ,,

... yar s r.t at ,oour n troops Then we . o -in a t t
wrtnt N...liht.ttwo) r4 yao. £ ytn ti a.tt* l. .-tow.r.tirntr

U, . %V4" -., . ,

*~~~~~~~~ Orow nto stu wuaUte itr at of e u Md s o nred wint

to a Ufsetwo flit-platoos - n4o ntt-ropa.,oapsa".o0 ro t

temt ot, attfln ctmaaxtd"ars flee tar motarsl.

er i o t , U flory ot wr ouse.prt.o te .

'. .The tnof Orthe time oandaao Wtare" wareto be used aly.for

-' ." 4 • -: ,.omm y-etforatop. tiring, jern-forlttt$rtng.

pla ws totan a ne unded oun arifl barrage at Jpsra

fth E1,0 +vy at.the es pseh t

e.,.._Ou.4- ".a ouro w e tr $0 mrtAr

t re at 4a"dirat. "Ong #Jag4ap$9y4rants



Aftr afiftr iu riir barrage adSovmnue81atoona

telln MVarrgbmh 411jin qotwtmr ahay tpgnspot

At090hoa# tze ntot l as pan, Int t

attek wetl gaied.fifty, ya0rds but by SadjustIng the, hart e t Jp

Pflints the*tta*avance tow the day ne 0 4 yrds.md~
three0 of the dea'mJj*s 4ou d__flong--'the trail wereQUsing 4 ifle

* We .eein. 0...ta&1,.t.

mw49. got *artafter thkeinst'barr&ge and ran bacok up the trail, fifty

orsict yrd t pepr Ositions - wh* Then the barrage liftedthey ra back

ttbiwapn.adOp tidre, Aarlead 4scouts n thsad afterthe
nowt artillerty, be TI they piokt.4 otf tour ft ac to thei mt

Orsa~ombt tem ft the toll tin inno"a, t ts% ur to

21081 , E. .ha.

_0 8me

The.Japs.10 OftTeir dead, they mustbe shorto

LaUr,sh 49 flong .,Point has all around peimtr-,And they anr*using h

P1 t'tot srongpoints,$not 1lOw ground as. thesy mti'medid In the $oluthws

PitLe .Wid *Qka4 4iori so oa o % .o Lu,

*•/e onKsiOhcgIlfO4$wt tenoat crwe up.a

steep mountain0side-Wslowly partled the &mass-and poerroirectzyInto- the 'eyes of
equally strted49:Jte Vpthrew . ahand: grende at Rteelik and his

boys tired antd.-relied ,a.the hl ilf h rnaen44wom-uig one m
-very .i!hly, but. all escped s$atelY.

Oatain. OsipSo,*r . goseto ta*.anro thewVOUM4. Ri

t~ho bebeo4above hie aidf"atioa. Mi great undo AS o kiopkinsf to

ofr U iverityand Hosital.0 Re himslf was a tpor intera*t that heesta

Me has. a slow southern rw n laatpersalittaomwpe e40h



hwiO.4 evqnq he 4. 9"r.,1 ift ...

O . . B . to, .

-itty 't lo &psgta a .a.. Zrvy io to 4R i, Aam .aA rQ4

me, -f o rt ar C $lII.14 the

Lt~t~aat et tovr a ttla"rauteue b a, 4

*aa"eN"ostoon ttOsA I ae

4"",sI %baCit"

Qo~I*s0 644A abd idAdWtI,. wo aa

ma -- ttint tO flttpt ov0

,3. eqs + that .t mesfly+. sI no kflm in~ ba+4 s Itm in

*mit..bo"tC 0,...

?heat bmlsta, "mat.a atet#at

a .14wot44' Sawe ltves.

A.artIlery obnmvr sine 4d-1,4th hWsba= Lt. 1? .low U.,

Us dine tine ao-Jap forted 0pos14ioxas CntMrty 3mvds.dinadosta

le b-vjobvh thob ae Zloy 414in. w ;la out 4Jap atraog pt)d~a. sduo.

inUW0 a t * b"cuatnpar ot aun borat s

*~ trstrip. 0Qelenul'W' V e~iso, r., Q4 of g M B St

'4 rmv~ onuarri .d bylison smaw ir 040 lUtmterv*.wit
the. th0rtbattlion ontaeMIZ1

fiko Pl . 0divo 4btnbod a4- gtal .41 * lln'y9, aoraaM

~a nwo son te thWtwyoot4not-blastm

W~e r o t4' fiv yardtrcthe:

A hal*a '14 a neat 4~ eno4ni + w,~n a 4~n . ~ 4&kaa~tm'. ~t~a



------ . m. ..
4aQ butty woe: pt. ti ai r, g re tr pill Wxog, The
tin b~t ba ion antnvd at tow airstrip at 1700 hoursotter a fors rhfo

te t o . ai.rsdrop toth o btttlion

but.t@lL th, .ap pritr Ztird battalion isf

get that-Iten in -one book $ugly tralins an afUnitton 'dumps areWokn
DsrOuaisri ottt btI4ioa on the trail, At1010 -fluteColonel.

-- had a tmeig hetithtftm*tos tetrai

I)V, .. . r' b, &U

-;*c ombat teem ftro um e irst b -oa$An will -wve, northataogtervrt

.... 
, , _. t

Out,.ot .the SaPS WIthdtanl. . a ?rl swl tI d o

ate otarts with.:artifles10 mrtarad 41v.bborspprat00hosfr
tThe littert.... n wi 1 f t on to$a

A. at. .:t..ounded whntheUreak t. Au r •i fra

00munfl OIis with the third batt,4 text, niwas hg ~ h is
bteon -pulledi-n but Uis st.n igermm

The first battalion drew toni nn~n Stte they arrivod.

ig.Offioer ofthes4dWCombut ?eaa, is hand g,1the
"inhiSO tTseftaetgor-bardnmlb prepatn to MOVIngout

Colnel C~ *~. Chtief or $ttt in Geer. StiloI 's .forwataM

viste ustoayant hsathe 1*00t obarn.itagg isl, h
IstepPOff the planeand rW.e0grooeted by G0lonel QharlS W.4Huter

Clnl oshkhadwihatrStatadai, 
'M ye..o

Co..lnel amtt thinki e. he Kahi ,url:t sa4 9hy ,ather

' eefityho.

Rt r t r h aA Y-I haveon. huanared bu

ta .4aMfort n hs n"
Qolnel Con~eap, wided with eo a t t ha ol nl or te

l aed that 'Pathe ru o ra.orrt to his achi s Ant to his own
fh ,.. o 1oel•no, t ue relif .Q t . heh ha Met two ywuag
seshet 

ade- the ir .fatherwrin

8 April 1944 4 0 V teeOM 1att ackod al aon hemantri
- si O ombt ?eumvoedawto tetot

a



efl4and attaoket aertno rt-hittiz&4aO,*14Wwb10 eflstartqobttthe

J"gtiefrsenshmmv -tnoto h-;ake kplg" very sloW, The fldte

htwo.hudred andfifty. outU104lando

fld Combat, Toeas under.Catas enr.Sef-were asignd the missOi"or ffeeling

eat the 6area 4to, the wesmt of -Ufpruni(GA thent uOV t t 0014soth offerinstr

t the .. ,rear, CataI.n $esft+moved outof.-his.biynao'w-a 4at theair

a- .0630,hours. BNbanimals. were taen141thosi'the lithta

w, .m.tar werehandcarriod : nobnancaried two 4%s 1Kratin as maci
-. i, -. hoi

ittodash o ,astwo hand g nper ma 8c*
at we lc are. Teoltn WithQatair Sewnrt at the kit 4 %A

tetnftl Until 2they Woe fleelnorth of NipThxna han out west a* mroountry,

* tttigdw a muI strees and cwer abi nose to- tho. area net of um that

he wa .to'roeinnoter,

Sythstmi. h beot f ive ,xn from exhustindwlone. aeri~uely.

Inju.red .o onfell over, atwenty foot mb ankmot. They weresent.bask

together. From the .nfl river V sanw Sap traqks leanr t+ hp4

meti Senft tent ?froonalasaoe Patrols itto follow tbo, tracks wAd to scout out

4the area, ThVrfoga4 tre old paddy fields onxth hill4it. nearby, tw
*ljeafln~e, freshly dug Sap foxitlos and *no ddad4sap. 'They fje * &aswzao

ast ap adn't buried thin ded,1heywere no t now pratin nti ra

ae atrtuis o ra CmAit t, Vemed suth ,uiinan the-amt, ostea

ooz~zeo iig nt .icnt ot. ur a

At 160htr ehtapecnedtolltn vtwe.I

a rd t ire ben resly se bymnadaias.h etoeB

au irfen-and twotezytweunredy s e i o

block thetri Thon turni'.g to the north he moved flowly aa o atiously

rt ?hpwium, At I0) he a, t#ire6d by thee Japs about. ei t hundred ya'd

from Ipw Ga.- We retrnedteird&,Ae * reaonnaisnreePatroMItugh

the amwa. They nratwith nt.' a .ing to rpr~ecp oercnl a

positions dowit the trail toward the 4.rver. as left. one-PI% a apnvan

block on that tril aaanayd to tha.e sothaeist agan at 18160 hu*rg 'in an efflort
to ot h1oh rmd for our biv a-O a. AaIISwr captain sort

bi 64aei61iht hk edeItffty yards from NhJpua G4fa On naslaUiof 240) degree,,



s r-oto,dt thi 4

tIhe t +, . .to o X .ne he',,, .

oa, ~a s4w, ba,

w-4 At~* b*%d't n

* ,... e ert*M t

3-Mt

A# to -ft~, tR4

' L .,W fr4.a, * , e.

m t kyh... .ot . bctaoud r ot ... . .A win

u -a+:t&--rl dttA04t din02.0

wt*0; a t n, t& M.,a tta

4 U- . . . .,-

4, d : i.+ . ii) , , i-i.:

to..taooa tr.ted i".to:,ewet rlt ;W

o Ma~tonn~taneae. a' ...t.r.,, ,.

..- w . 06 0 ot .. -.

5 1 r etneot ,s4 4tItwo *t note ttnot t

t p 441 tolroe oteua -- esPatrol baekO.

At 14 t. L - t '0'

tm m& "-,fltty yord atoeo 41ia

* flaptr t no Ant

Is=tamto it tbehed.h4 00%-tbflh t ttmktkata 4 o. *ap * 0m ft+ ano et O
mwtnw tt- ht.O.o

..



I'll . ... .., .., ..

The stsh frm d"d a ul a mand um ear the pereter was, very ,*a. Pu

in a perimeter defense and dug in blocks arO, a. pr ound .oot path .Sig,...

nw, $k . a withdd.... -rew,..ke ea'siasqts ro e

lit N Ga theree"Mh"ban no heavy fgtigala. Thea
artillery Cfied 04-lY, tow rendsand. th b maden* serious-aattacks4toh

ecesUtonalgn ad mortarftre broehe quit mWoorPogoffttaled

his aasuai tis .am.d tond that he ;111"twenty five dfA, en; o huadred .three'

dd date but It wat possibleoethers would be found -when a maeter- @nul

bo he14d. Z& Co loi ator's fvield. order tsr todayhhad sai4d 'Th. siege,

IlkGawill lflby. noon toay"* Although there. had beoomevy fightiag

all aroundthm the siege still hold at 1830 hours and the men In14 ab peri1Meteor

Lto WiliAm L#.Flexin#, £egimontal air litAoon rottq, a drotn

some fi ghter besro on their targets ever the airmground ratio (SCR 284) wen

hetuh e teoseId the sq a nleaders, vo"40,. .Usesaid,,. "Iathisa

Ztol fl" 'm The 44r ioaalobaok-*,. -"Isthis Willivem L

at i n i.T y r r e a litt o per ona c n rf t ,14

"Hey you Jus wi +' the +arget. We'l sak this plao the atik rnt.hi
$iAr1 94 O~snBaf'aal wnu t epoi~sa

acinbtn ase u. lesn arles ude ad ltho

_. totpst.t-ft v:pAtiinrm-the toot path to lwreetite t.e ttrizt during the nihht. Thy returned with

a Jap tracehost, tour bozea of 0cked rice bulls, e& achbx.hlngnohto*
teed a platoon. The riee balls looked .about like a .basebail, At 06

hours a twel ve ma sap patrol,hit tte Porlmoter fran -the south. it, W4 trr

quIiekly set up a ohino gu0. .aptan nf. worked two sqmAds forward vdth

rifie greades botauss it was too clo e in tow "mrtars, A tr -.tight dev..loped

and. two Manwiuers were we ed.C then snipers opened enx the. perieter'-trtoalip rayed.,t -,t

the northwet, Our w, pa ye t rees they.werethought to. he in with

g" n i te sni pers wore nt hoa rd trgat .hour Qa
6 6 . h m ,.-..



p r trenthesro M w~"&U oodaat~ote4 Our VZX O1*k to hundred And

.I.le.d an4 one ti At 14Z .tn 4ettA1 4s gwobakato rtr

in 'and nahine &U''ustns the d*ami an4at thea 4"s Jpmornto ar rave Croi I
,te. l t th ot . , ,',

th ig oth a ~4Ona aro two bwa4red ytwarW to the northast of

r pie tor on1tA approah to t4o drerow Capssrhua Ltepred eo it

lo~dat tth stgaed VwMe'were attaok±% Awlthey, -wt n4 haarea-0

httt~zg hair own Iroe* t 9hetiii,0J4at~ey'~adt

6,11a-1 onowr art42kpry p~hvt 10none luhd red- yurd* north Ot Mbpum Oa.&

our Art3 1 ory towa,U- bosrver 44tt11er a"kodu r, h1WR40i w o~

2s~ate -#-the .4) alpapttZ afrerteOd the proable W0 14tien of the guns;I

UA "v"14u. m .• -,

tAmfr oe14-&toa46a o om ih cr~tw4 where he cooldOhseorve

oura rtillery t ire &4prpj14 tour .kwred yet 4soroht+v of -the oorrcutn

Ut a ver the-aradip w -nt htw ahoavy barr a oan aou the J4p.srtf lery4

NO ,rwas he ard Irot' theE. £obytrap s Lg o flUAtho only, tt±X24 4bs

'6604 8100.iAU

At the .kdrstrtp 1athaor ituart hela nals a at 0700 hours and. furtheru~

trai l te e kki...haUCois$>t Teameorattnuod to att&o4 fs ttao a

strwac the 4apaI w Nlt oftricks hut WdA Ayt ha didn't answer omar tin

Oxop ooi06l io4tae&shotb 40 OontirUfl4dto blgot Owrway.

thq (4. a 04)hours qur load aQQ'Attireported dead. Jaas every where. ktIZ

eta'lea scn~t thoghtthe wee aor tit ezcnd bttatonperszstr. ~ve t,

radi ;QXOZA X"ae ascd 5+ 4ni4a+ oPnW. $&R+S~4to wt
*4;. at h~~~s por -,.w'or 4,i., t-. tri ob.a rdbytresht r. e4

'*#Oon .

Yiv anutos later 41 was quiept. 7e'IstUled;tanuddonlythree shot$ ij
.*,6n 0omi ,tolate e r o. 14 g, ha4 Iortat Go r

Was.'tih eAndthe.1u0s s~uts and howalked into the s#opozidbattslionpoisrA
+"4tt$4 te; st+a' they had. bn wader 'or ten .elong, bttter harr dQa,

w. wa.... .t$0t . he'had"WaoInon

4)wzaloazal tor INew loeor' ia, .ohbndre*AsofJ6p d aor- a:nek, wn s..tih king

enywiere -4.dead 4haee.twinas'their tial 1also with nL theMill , .. . b o"- h- , 4 "Il. .a 4.m. on: .1.t.

f n t . o trook e.ad-rod-, ,oiay'in t. 4 .

Iblil ei %a etom sFmltnc. ssAd. nn &Il smL A nsa ii vn o



.. Th,' Jap.hadha:d all they w ted on the orth side of the perimor but

were, st.ill in. strength. i.n-.'the aouthrn A eastern sides, Orange Cb-t tea

Mhib vigupthedrawt oaItodvr the recit toa.ontinue as

fa-s .s.& po, ble. haki,- • o.. bat Team held the ground aid d rtof-
it watmvedito the.viflage with te -t eeoon, batt1i n, T &orb ae.noh .

1;.v s--o .. La 0,. -..A:.oYh rr e t.,I

.t~~~~~~~~~ det ha evde h peews pali& er pict~ares Of the

battle ofBua--butIt loked Iike a picnic ground com d to thispIe... be

fist thing that wasa done was to let t org. l .tter 'traln from Whit. Cmbat Team

ati' the.arstiptake,-the wolunded *A-1M

Ooxtat wththeSas a aitainedI'to teSuhada 60hou-rs the

Sap artillery opened up - eoveryone got back in their toxholea. but the shll-ing
didn't last long. At 1900.hours, 20 and $0 th e Saps threw In a few .ota

, ,.0, ou

anasb4:ut-we -suffered o4yaone asualtY.

aColonel uaer. ms.d a rteocaa-i.seane of the are a and ordered five hundred

pounds of chloride of lito be*drolpped earlythe i ni orderedth

*Iean up of t the add to6start wt, on*e.i. The Sa.searedadthrdw,

into. foxholes.-and-thon.4ored up. . The animal dead were very difficult to

bUry but-a start.- .wasa.w m4O n. i. •.1ny Im vomited at the ight and.meall of

tO. place&Ad the second, battaliponveters j fthe siegesimplysMileodand

Vt sur is good-to"se .yoW.

,.One platoon leader showed we. fifty four dead Japs in, f rot of ,his

platoon an also two .deed.Marauderse that the J0aps wultntt let% them jget . g

Thywr obdydcmosdtztteeerredo h pt tlo

tw udeda wlv edSaswse.ple inteae.hyhd )tdanCo~

Aietonetteha buidttisl.aa es erhnz aswr

killed aroed this villg&e. All over the area .were uz pioded duds -ortr,

artillery, grenades - both Sap AnS, Aerican, T hint0wre &also severa4liaok

Shells Une .xploded because.theyIba -riot %n~taV thngAMrd aonouh to nks them

e4l ode. Aimed at a pilbor, they had mised enmd slipjed into the Jungle

Ptrol.were sent out to .iark or expk.de a l uds in the -per r., TM

days later there-were still dud being.. fouad-. On the trail leaadig up. t t ,"

'viI1age wa $a..gap body that looked norm & except that it had three Arms a a pic

of body nearby showed where the third arm had oome from,

10 April 1944 a Colonwel Hunter ordered Captain SnTt to bring his a y

intL the. seoond battalion perimeter. fl o a to seud & patrol to.a oloarbg

northeast of the second battalion perimeter and fire four well s"ced shota



Th. patr ,a -a x nat a rn hour t#6t..ns 4 at ,io%,,1,tthe route

t AM-to.try to evaottethe urnd. L ,,l.took aplatoorand: n

,ttl i,.pum qan.o Ioatl'his t4

'1%h* M Att4*an * tr ed soatbak i.W tijshtctfte

Ont~ ryba~ h aro a iedo y' p n to l ,!.$ t

. , .,,'t,, o/zW: ,od, to

.o -i his•he I.oot d :,batt L OUed te wit a4 .: ,

* aahoThpus %w1a aadn aat Hh'''b tThe onezq+m~ throw n <rta tire p ol +he wae hal 't on Iz •d a briet

* ire .flpi t.n+p 4X4ter1r who- .ch w .13 T th wr hale. the Saps p nr .:to

#a e l 4 t 4.tr ti n upa
'.u

O se .wou d were rvaousad'tod4WAAb pn ad a4tain rdoa

SA rie •. • - -ttory ofr

#Wt.Wviio, o 114iwto tat onda ourte akhwtr,

n attiib etaCI44&tMAOsseto r waketI tidus dun
.. t A" f. ti 4s."J-1aritrtin+fpt~i4e -th 1ataf

4 . d-w, e, WIMiwta i vtteit +nevypto ~ fi . .a.

',Lwllynhawtw, $tVO# mst e oe4to keep 'arotwtQf o vt%

of 4* won~e. a4we tc a e f th trA~ouo flL1gs of Uhavixag'aaei* - A l a tesoenJp ~e~ . ... '

• +. ..::- o.. , . # .. . . .... o. . .. .o f, -t,.:.4o... ..., ..'0

Z,4A Z ,0..: , he..t.irdbttalion .d tho tte (.bat Tee .. m.of+the

fis atton haeUMptt OWeoquatrc tShpnOed aVe Made eouts wt

. .. .. . , ,ho vi- ,,

the Japanese tigia 4 yardssouth t hcvflg. * onal mrtar tire n

anpe. ie.is heard 4to the 8s40*00t but genraly[tesint1 s uetsdour
. .4 t..... 4i-4rA. -0p as • .. a...

- .. .. P r f. - p .-

.'i . + • . ' .... . +' "Y



4 r0

Coo ..tzt .ne a•r ernnin on~t ogs tL
b o g n u i t t t ~ . j r f 1 d * S e . ~ a t n i h a s n .M.. . , 2 s p t'? ,:alaffitdat $4,owee

There is nr; w.aoh 4dyaen* dtarhooa,: a eo44a eapftt.lly ant t*ni4)t~ O, ],o

h h 4 lrbe

A-he Poflowius 61tst*fatto; wres approv#1 by QoCol.. d unter aabaimheqorret*$
.2325

.0

406Tat..."., ..
Patrol+ l th)tio 178

?ot&az. e41o sset od to 4t

(72 4ok 4have ben eracate4)

• 1+

"Al ,1 11 O

Thir4+ Wattaliom18

Tot"

41 .1b44. - ~~~~~~~~At Thpwim G&patrol'actionz otna natdrcin.A arJ

.A..

A_ .,-a ll d.rtio.. u

.m ah Cirot a Alo meetgot aWt t ighto a orL $O h ur tilliurpoaiawa at

joketoAthl aff fmp ahotrmi i cn .rtSt-+ fae hyco~ h oila

,. .: .U• -w.....it h...... , I...* N,-,,u f.+.+... < + _++ '+> . ... , ,.+, ,,bu *:+,,+> +>

"40 a . Trail stuateos are b.1 * aeintenitt#aara n ato~~
"Ain v +rml' ule, inr th++) + e I'm i tl p:ina, +r+oa ua4. a arqugh.

vO f orur e m strenith cand %n i ti for t -orthat-Opontriont.

1.hpply 4drops ecatimne 4trkzg terorizad, a~utatornoaour artillevry

e •r ' tow ro snt hevInt ft- ri at 173,$0hours,

1The third batta

ire hol ding flpwu (a40 Qur w>tr'olsaeVeryIti



tatA-Jashaa n tlo . ryardao t

w (a. We.avebeaxordhpt to .boonw Iv. v ..4

T Urtbor sOuth. Wren our pkttioa aotioa thro4 ®outt* day we hGad onemw=

. .t4fl .4-a:d.two wuzd4, Th4iape t hrw. fowtwrtir ols into te .;rimator

this tt -M SAnd t %?iA bout 2$w OQ M'w totVl04tt

A- rot ca. hO betas up near the atrstrtp whaea mon can caet hot
Oo?e., read mazian aM orest, 'ow uo ke ting has -b6'.:-n drepp~ed AM the Old.

4othng i ben~ brz*. ~kr~aLa ~ h tgreot nrny ammare ashowinut

IV .April '1944.-o Major 3Zaaoolcflew i n tar F4 brief vi'sit, "Re11'has dOn A

#iebJo bOn apply aM every officer wad a.ua in teUnit t$,greterlf4 or his.

watirtmzg.work In, tt, rat *kin Aiti oi ps they kakd for,

About a we ak -o the Jws rrri-ed an O.S.$, agent at his baae Just

north, ofU4aapin in of his =n ron but he sa yv and fouht the- 4pWC a PO

The mn who. rau did not :knw Uh ~tsryadwr~te rie t4asagaj
, T . .. w...i' ...aay OI, h n fwh y ari . at Ul ' , ..

7.hard f th.. v,,rhe he J l, they ro porto .t t it waa & tttul u he v4 i,
twV.5toe'hoo. in Oarryin1% hisa radto s.00,a othday odi

ht~res0days. ,,td114ha t opped swag,'the tr n4r AohMr.wgt Cish; the",SJaps Merl

#rona4tng around a bond about tw hundred ya.rdlstap str a gea t 14Is J aohias,
Le ut a yell whean hoo am.ht a b ig fishi i r Mthsbots

andprcedig u rve t ~(anhtg n hiarrtwgo ayl. t tasre rtedta

th -oswr ncnieal trnt t7aogades f

4$



3 4

~*~ e he ttS.titft fl Pu CA re=4i# the' nan, AtIK)ho.r

, !tato tr omA

,~~x as artlley........or 01I,.two 'bater . -h a, -prp.,2 A9. o -1.1

On jit Ppositins at UCaurt. -As -the la a tned01404AittUdo to Oroosa Wl, i-

wet of the. air stripjtt t hdatree dut4red up. One.hud44wn asoarahod

the *areafor, the piano Itisv" ofznd bout 10 hSr4 oraesnt AormwPain-

tal 4 ijured 4And the ?vlotwa de*a. Is neither he pilot Aor the *-4.rfeaut, W"

arry t n ag$"0 t4*y eotLd n, taid to ,sarh byria

At ZO$ O hor'Otbore V" tomtirii,; t& the nnjmrtpnpekrt Of t b,0 ais trip.i

lavnotication rev04led that Sam 4ohina thou ;,ht they 9,aw TigAd I Wed. to

rare. ro It pro to 'be a s=41l herd of41kwato r ftal.

Xi md 1 A~U 144 'At a staff iMeting today Colone flmtor told tStat
nral UerriU l - -probably be back in& tot or.. do a tt

T h tote ,,,4ootofthree, at t0o -two.rtatWwould have o mt

a .4had a . e fecinot, Ooebattary of Chieseacskart-illeryi ahto

,UfIbe used wi th oow bt twem while the ether wou1d use the third atta4, ' .io

• 'i

wotA he orm ated t o reserv.o

The" 1UW a atalion toWhave boouttba their way down to

~44~LW~1 1 14-1W -W s UZI

-, 4 • ,he.first) tlil iS t 14lnow- ighPum •. "he.third /
battalion is r,,sttnc and ohoaokiag over oeqipment at the ai r strip, "rho seowad

,*

[I

/

,..- • 2I
31,

9 'A.
/ : ,.;3



batatattonw logthe trail in t', thevather twoa ad is4rn4 p trolag

C •bat Team iL .ompli with . 4r fraoe

ot hda MJ C14d inwptiot tMail £trnoon at 15 hors. ey wr
ISs8Ued AMWoktesfr.-aOut as thei l lohswna!se o u n

ra, w O vorA , a.

of 'thejz, Vwere lousy,

A Vltoday ran upVona 49?e e
hundredyards sM him. 914rn1 etr 4*1 ly said iuha ct rod,

.a

Wwon.l4. set tzp-wrange. d s mrifs agedn4.. ?Zowt of the won a a t!ir..• "

sit : tt o orCirag at;. a stanoe of-fifty .ards.

Stostofthm .rstk

. 41- X9urst A 0800 heun yth third: battalion had .hur 's

flnolel41.-.' -the air 4*trip awd padyCLAd. a, At fi rst theyqv repntw,
son about it but soan they r o.oouttta in 0& and doing fsaoy, 4il.

Thi n a felo wo ".s4, o0 . rroZloeto 4 , 4#4.and, day V r#

thyta d bem n L eat vt iththen,

0elnoa aVowI'o aeon enryt atan o,

toFbipromeaIsbaVu+all.battaswib

hour.O .los order drdil p y, lse ret ng-n .eat- h air trip.,

At 1800 hours -a mule. raoe on the air strip trought praoto aly everyA n0

o.theC4 olJe." and .014 .• , R, •two ofthebest ridig sie In

the Up won thebyoatoadersh#014 Je s%14
Rn"++ tec* a littl!e detour o.ft th race ooursq,, tiot snob so~er C getp hnd

nsrns,,m on oumr dtrop field iwhio is about tw h red yard nrthml at of 'thn air

+strp. As-it toed to m~ks notor., r-, it, hit, an air pooket-W.ich, tbnv

severed parachute lead4s out the door. Oneoabutsaerne& and hilt the it.l f

pbaneIU ooiztg R theofrreors.* The pilot tougbt to get it off but it W .04"aIt

"oftf and ho was lea nt n 4 ttude .rapidly., COtra.Inro the L14 at tree top

level, he belly landed the ship next t ourair strip. * It wma a beautitul Job

. setting the pane geo a;ntly by utting, both motors. Thoe ras no fln

W..the io tpilot's lot ataigatr wreunin'jurod,1

The f ro am alShadit the bak oft the Plane were ir4nred* orwer.

A# they hdno saety blts and wereo4 e gast the.wlls of the planewhda

it hlt - 3010044er"P Carrier Sqo" fd t eour M LI.r to

salv partsbw.1600hours. APicture was tat to. . of five.itt. .t
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Am rw,- .4".wxto wo tw
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Qeztsl8t~w4 e Mss, S .Lt. GolonteZt~l .nt$*4 A st b n bY $

i'Ad

to . asset r.a *1- i, f lotte tb: the.+ offLors. :d $ d . + amt th $4,4 oS.spmm

S -A

frn. *3Atil 40"4 ates. b1d arrtZvedot arr144ve "46.OA 4 in ol

t oer th tn o ho. )w ,l th.e

p * t+o Qenr* +ti wf'a Usdna+tero . + + +...

w2to A l M ri* a $l 490ol nuto vtei $eter4 awrifl totw
" mmat W&O (Mnc"warl S I., *roa, d errivad at 10(0 i:.sw+d ti$a orders to )flo sotata

t him 'n o. mflra h sVto nA sO-tAQ flVIA~&~ ng l6ovc,'4; C, Ot

L ougiloua-ot~c h I aoW t %Jy 6n cS 01o Arsv themtt1o pan

P0-lmand. 8(W- fAhis(nomnt atr I 4&innP 444 1on, Sr. and osa 4stins Sto 1d7a6t1io

ove tt01foot furaflykat,ot t#**o o~n t~RitpgH ,oov(P

dmatr Sandoai# ofi alipon 0w,,Jaha4 and Iti ttX hriewo tot ry !Z4 ~t),

Cflr'" wo44 ak o to thew"at Ad a-t wo pord 4 Aln. would be

o to ,:th*.fsout do 1Vtkyina. he "froe (unctsr tLt. 0*.46"sad

* oon"ntix &-14. battalion Galahad 4th a"k.sohin Uozrri IA wnit) Av l1r Inth

-m..ud bleak "Xq Jepa 'e vwo t that draot n.

* 4 b twihth dosc iro, nea*nt 9oer isi Awln detail *d4

~avatW 4 WdtstruotL *ew

11 .

'26 go ra " I malt h"sraid lntersaittitmtly Vo, ar a aond ttiUA, ire
ain Piioe; 4r.uiNO. lt n

..1m ae ino*Cpan onSw shl~zsotwt th 04+ v~.

a, *nz ) * .~, WX~i , ~tni;,Regt~enAirst4i4on OfIeet,'I

bal &alne.podod over his boey 4o brigOut r.k caxtO0A t.

4* e na4 y pAS. to $bdannw.

It ralAnedA41 tsht and this wwan.6&Gttr ~4ri1trie'd to take oft inhi

oand t ty ttso wtt etWe
*fordrt or s

A'-t 0T49 boutS & 'hi 401Cfarrived teen the 1itpong area end OA thda

giviia s va 1.Intornflonaon thaxt pert o O mUnt * t wde p

unataRitpm onaM styplied by teand u-transpormt..pup

at $4. Ofioara kdfled awtl hry etehi

+e ,o t o,.<el tt o ,,he 4 4.
m



a pt tntt06n0'Of4M . W the prorr"a t O g.

rortmldt o. tt""..told ta

t Knnl.t .o C d.t..l.hes.e.rtottssb friotrtthe

ltsndoetto Ithbol4n01,t1shorlt cltsl in llin~ Artilr uaxb fysn

rAl-to to be Goit up rt~ht ion his 0, 4Ps ohdbn n* rnWztu
t"to **flvs o4nrod 4 nsg vatl duo to bad wn-

7~ te~l e tj~ ur *rl ut on tohl 0heo4lt * n wd ,took- a

Ate*t thirty z4 ntas lv tar, ho oa11d4 $atdn doer,

so otton tti~t.ai$t~ 4 d ,i8sbad rmdio trutt mtoa n

. ,.)1h fa oi V64d ,,-s4OVMn zeesafe then #shonked the,! a4ettan

Anld ftaMAt ne tha4&idtb Mtafilj4 sn 'ly b

the~~~5 dtdvttonviAd rtar. . orp 4 vtr-ceam t",k$ to
three 'w. hTro 

.
h tt o.nor.n x

.. .... rom hi. n the;i:

x t h tarthalque of 4.U o - ia, t to what fighter 4etwtx* f

s0 A elI 9 It rainod lhard aflni)t aari nt4n"od intorRIttoty

,.

de"i-td 4s likton ot~enas ~v iis evr . •One of+ o th-dsntr a..er. deoi: th diSovno .... kxea...
dyetryti wy ku o ey iwho.mhw tobe;Wei

+++ 4 *mm the+ bnw troubl has yum.a +;+ +++ m

* 'Vsad K" orce tee i-the saf paoettiorm,

.4 i ooti 4 #14.f.Orreport*t .Itha,

re-ached the top of the pavsan;kd that te ah na just short of jpa44,*

'V orce b"s flatted the #11Mb ad rvorto the trail to 'he- A-*slink .a flaas and

dtttf~ault b 4b fl W tf, 'Vtorrao.rovaLin the mm.posittm.

000M.to nw ctaarftn&gthea ir strip at Xaub,

The p1 tOlawryins Captsiz O(ly wb~oh as reportod last yesterday hs

b e~ f~od, "bsnthv ey t t )abtm gesterday 'nor 446te asa evy £~to

at, ThePilot c;O4 lest #ad owadaed. arotwn4till heas aaaltaat Ouat of ZAAo1140
sho e aw tbeair strip At av t ha 104040n t



flold o he had t. WA onk shallow Aco Lr.* .n .the n24dwt" n"vr whia-h *%a only two

r-ot a t h-^t pott( I Bo.th pflat o eM-panson... were it

Bt&-eh-to sF* Ohtneoere evaouwtad today*. ~st Olffth' fle.,C*

ovfterf rom a .4. 4,etioay ad hd lost Qotaof tg.their -,ml#.s,-

Oonorwl Mrrilordered Avin bIota for all ; Thtao-cs tr ops in his- 0oa 14

S 14 4erIItried sitn to. fly to p ttHoirt#,4

mount el kp4th. ipilot Off 1-4 (h '4$)7sW.a tont

thanto 1,t 4 aM ICV ftlis-httfor lha4epredaherd oret two lwadred,

wor al ize s t e ttered io~n theP-1 Q-AW oiroleot then. Thy hve

ffhttaned out' the area thro4ub h io the y havvao'e4 and sare oany to fol low,

It tiswMobcleare r toda.*Aout0$$4urs 0On I $tilwlI Landed,

4it INuua for a talk With Genprai hrU and depar si 1440, bot .l0

hours three spaced shots were hoard about fvlumdhint yards east off >oro

ftjft tor.w A, &aok on %;t ele nsto O.040 t.h IIll producd Ano: reply

,frilttend -And after re-pntod-4ringto, teaastati ons an hU Umva f ound

to tostill In order so a tatrol, wag.s sent to 0 * aout oasod a alt sles Up h

hill to find out what the shootif'w as about %ad why the -telepaioiae n'ksmt s .4

A a*,O ,,roeod thatanoutoat Osaw 4alslholoe"tte of a, VUS scm d4, on

woo .presentd it srer4 Iar e fis a-nd. 1 a r, p 'ie i . ie.. awa

fotr#viit i4 caotohisstaCmi m4 n

At vexdsbnon at was hdby .the writer in ttey fth ph
ov u m.K o-i. 

.... ;..

A emssago was reoinhdo rdering CatAnJohn m 4on.se, t'io Ra&

Offticers of the 5 7th baok to hi aJeadqurtsrsin ncpoi:.ou vi* a.; H was on

1 .SOM.flewillreUr May 5, Om.D4

Slow, pro o .ss is beozmA by- 1 ed W£,K orawthen onutrying

to a,



440-

.. ynateAtu a ooks-like .tt vil.1

Q~lifIQtl~~tftL, tberain sto'pped a"ot.t.1400aorura ad c,*uds lI.ifted. z

A. reoport -was rbaoed fton "" rarethtthey ohad oonUted thpe

Outizstod -at on hundred an!txty fi at r4"lawa ,,Oka-Im -on Uie-84o
F.ara.0410.4 for an "mttindcn 4 y th so, d sai

wa4.; uok tJaps dti wt htupo ttali 4rQl tiaea oe ~ o

May..* Et. *Colonel P sof C~s 4 io here f or the dtzy V .oo

I,*01900 bsad K"VV orovesad -the sonmd buttallior. reo rts noA.0- zje.G-0j .,

, .4

,. .- k

i'.: : . . " : .' .... ... .. . .• : ., :.- ".

U

il
t 4,'

>1
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44e Ma1ndA, XI ad t Nnn report hoa lot rano vdurIngr, -at aight.

Tho ',traf are .xtromoy $a4 b it they oonttLue to ne ,oW piogres'.

At &ftlansa 'r oWadquaartors aat! vaubwmradio xontaot with 2 $1ttmi K foroa

Wa" lost* mineuthe aizht, but una 2tntained, wi-Vh ?R torio* a the S40t1JO 40a.*

*tA"a aarea* 4a41-oeh ooataet wiUth Mte rear hoe ink nod rot te t
ski

tweat tourhow~ra,

~.The wiItoat. ato r 5 w 0in ootss eat us a Jnt.S$Ag am4oeofor4 pow dVra

4oth~t a i-atge tunibrorf0!J;aiwere aut 4lwg apatLtLawho is,

now with,£Xftorpa rports ,that -approtina'tely on. h Imtdred-and fCi tty Jawswoedu~r

.1. theOre,, If £roq asied for an aunitlrn drop Afdta pr pnat4o tr&aoand dive40

berth the Jap pa t , Later tbday they' reported that Sflawang. I zjhs1

,.id ad thy.,r". tpon

TIM tr4l .. co•u to be a4ThM)_t .t npaOnle and aia .nalt.sae.,

hig a .resl -t sp.i*'onthe 4easof7 lit-s.

At-~~u 1 arate wier way to movo 414ahad VrooiHeadq4wur teraby air

to Aflfl Gfl. 4 10hor tn. n ordr to i.prove niostions.

,.e4 r.rios4Cen l.tileUthat4ree, the c4ritt al t

tor arivtn.1ag at tvhe destbatton, had tciokel thoir eehodtlo today ond that ho.

(~cre rrl)believed th:daute for takin& our fthat objective ean still Ube

o il ws$w &.,i

.4,.• told. . r4 tto iuthpositiveior 4on

fryi .totve de -to bad radio eesuIniatio th them mlit that r*aio ernzmitui'q

",S- an E Ca.s La hodn'pslnil. Cnatb iio bn a

W .1944, .tCrsatce tt.&tismrigwt w atlos

the third battalion~ .it thl4ra~r ndtetitbt4WiCentecims#

ao +i..et. thr atavr ayr" nte lpn rslstnh n ai

*o0rnioatioww a. roe por. ?tghtrboibe-rs . wne evor sr dbombed end etroftsd

the tom. hen our mr s 1 IL4 a hev obaIrroge on t Jp poiition and the two

btt4i= attawczced $romt three iaides., Jdzteee asualties wore heavier tl~aa t24rauder

o441wutio~s prabablyVbecause it was th i r ftirat Juanle ttg 2lne Insmodaoa,

sozt a report baalot U he dA4tdoverrun Jap po tton eand szpeeted.to wipeout

the jaQ garrison to the lA, t==, Later a se4age was senut to dioofl : krrtUl
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28 MarchAL~

When Colonel McGee reached Nhpum Ga, General Merrill ordered him to
hold Nhpum with his battalion ihile the third battalion built and held the air
strip at Hsamshingyang, two and a half miles further north. Regimental
headquarters would be at Hsamshingyang where all wounded were to be evacuated.

As they talked, Major Bernard Rogoff, second battalion surgeon, quickly
set up an aid station in front of a basha near the' center of Nhpum Ga. Already
four or five wounded lay on improvised litters where medical aid men examined
their wounds and gave them morphine. Major Rogoff, one of the coolest men under
fire I ever saw, calmly started on the most serious cases and an orderly line
of patients was soon getting plasma and being moved to a more quiet place onthe edge of the village awaiting evacuation. A few psychounurosis cases were
coming in now0  One man, a big burly fellow vdth a tommy gun, was shaking
violently all Over, tears streaming down his face. He cried "Major, I am not
afraid, damn iti, I tell you I am not afraid, I just can't stop shaking.."

Others in worse shape jumped and screamed each time a shell went off
and the shells were getting closed all the time. The second battalion column
came up the hill into Nhpum on-the run. Some of the men were too exhaustedt'
speak, others were carrying wounded or holding them on horses. -One man passed
out as he reached the aid station. With all the confusion and terror of a
shelling that you are unable to combat, the vast majority of the men despite
everything were plodding along doing their jobs.. It was those men who quickly
whipped the top of the hill at Nhpum Ga into a veritable fortress that wad'
destined to withhold two weeks of all the Japs could dish out.

Colonel McGee called his combat team commanders together. They made
a quick reconnaissance of the hill and decided the rough boundaries for the
perimeter defense. Then Colonel McGee sent word to his rear guard at Kauri
to hold there until forced to withdraw and then to booby trap the trail.
They replied they had already used up all their prepared booby traps between
Auche and Kauri but were improvising.

The village of Nhpum Ga sits atop a mountain but is also surrounded by
knife like mountains on the east and southeast. To the north the ridge
continues up and down for one half mile then there is a gradual descent
to Hsamshingyang to the south. It is down hill 500 yards then up hill500 yards to Kauri to the south but there is a high hill near Kauri, to the
east there is a sharp decline cut by numerous ridges leading to the river
about one mile away0

The perimeter had to be in about a figure eight to hold the high
ground and to hold the water hole at the bottom of a little hill the other
side of which it would be doubtful if we could hold, The division of the
preimeter roughly developed into Blue Combat Team taking from 90 ° to 2200
and the Green Combat Team taking the rest. Colonel McGee quickly saw that his
difficulty was going to be to hold with one battalion and he worked to remedy
this for the next few days. The combat teams made their own reconnaissance

and by 1030 hours the entire batta]_on was digging in their position as
the above diagram shows.



At Kauri the rear guard of the second battalion was still holding at
1330 hours. However about 1345 hours the Japs began shelling Kauri heavily
and our patrols were hit by overwhelming numbers of Japanese on all sides
and at 1400 hours the Japs started a general attack on the perimeter of the
rear guard which actually was no more than a heavy trail block. The rear
guard withdrew under cover of their automatic weapons and pulled into the
perimeter at Nhpum. The Pioneer and Demolition platoon leader reported
that he believed the Japs had a reinforced battalion moving north. At
1600 hours the men were still digging in, clearing fire lanes and getting
everything set for the expected attack4 At 1605 hours the Japs opened with
a hard artillery and mortar concentration right in the perimeter and a Cew
moments later they attacked the first platoon of E Company which held the
extreme southern point of the perimeter. They were repulsed with losses.
Our mortars opened up now and the observer soon had a barrage on the Jap
concentration areas to the south along the trail. The attack was not heavy
as compared to later attacks - it consisted mainly of feeling out our per-
imeter - finding our automatic weapons and hunting for a soft spot. We
used rifle and tommy guns mainly- and waited to see what the Jap would do.

All night the Japs kept throwing an occasional mortar or artillery
shell in the perimeter - apparently to keep us awake. The men were so
physically edhaustdd however' that they took advantage of each lull to
catch a little sleep. Most of the men dug two man foxholes and one man
slept standing or sitting up while the other remained on guard.
2iMarch19

At Nhpum Ga Where the second battalion is dug in the Jap artillery
opened at daylight and mortar fire opened a few minutes later. At 0600 hours
the Jap machinep guns opened up and the Japs attacked from the southeast but
were repulsed with losses. At 1000 hours and 1500 hours they repeated the
same procedure except the attacks came from the southwest and due south. The4J moved very close to our perimeter on the south and west flanks and all

day they could be plainly heard moving about and preparing for an attack,
however at nightfall they pulled back and started digging. One of our scouts
found a note on a dead Jap which said "Cook rice at 2100 hours at Warong and
bring up to forward troops". Apparently the Japs were feeding much like-
the Chinese do - that is their cooks prepare rice for a platoon or company,
roll it in balls, wrap it in banana leaves and carry it in baskets slung
on a bamboo pole right up to the front lines.

At 1750 hours the Japs threw teh artillery shells into the perimeter
and under a cover of mortar and machine gun fire attacked the perimeter
from the west but again were repulsed with losses. Corporal Samuel Stokes
was digging a foxhole just before the attack and laid his helmet on the
parapet. A Jap threw a grenade which hit the parapet and rolled into the
hole with Corporal Stokes, The helmet rolled off and fell into the hole
covering the grenade which went off a moment later. Corporal Stokes was not
hurt.-

Word was received from Regimental Command Post that a large number of
Japs were mniving north from Sana which is east of INhpuam.

The general situation tomight didn't look so good. The Japs were
gradually moving up on the east and west flanks of the second battalion
at Nhpum and now a large force was reported a few miles to the east possibly
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with the mission of cutting through behind Nsamshingyang and cutting any
possible route of withdrawal to the north. Our orders were still to hold
Nhpum and foxholes were expanded and improved to allow room for one man to
sleep laying down while another stood guard. The Japs had had a practice of
slipping up close to the perimeter and listening for a voice then throwing
a grenade.

In the aid station Major Rogoff had found a good job for psychoneurosis
cases and it seemed to aid their recovery. He was hAving them dig foxholes -
big ones with a place for two men to lie down feet to feet - the work seemed
to help the man. He had evacuated only two of the eight cases he had, and
believed in a few days, he would have the other six back in the perimeter.

jQMarch,

At Nhpum just after dawn the Jap artillery opened up, then the mortars
and finally the automatic weapons, and the Japs swarmed up the east slope
towards the perimeter. We threw everything we had at them and they fell
back only to t-ry again a little further to the north but again they were
repulsed. With each attack the morale of our men improved for they knew
the Japs had them at their worst the day before. However they were still
tired for they hadn't had much sleep in the past three days. The Japs
seemed to know that they couldn't crack the perimeter from the south and
now they were concentrating all their effort on the eastern flank.

Colonel M1cGee sent a message to the Command Post asking that the trail
between Hsamshingyang and Nhpum Ga be kept open as he expected the Japs to
try to cut it. Headquarters told him that a daily combat patrol from third
battalion would be pushed through to him but as bulk of 3rd battalion was engaged
either in protecting the airstrip or on other patrols that Colonel McGee would
have to do any other patrolling he felt was necessary. The large Size of the
perimeter the second battalion was holding left very few men available for patrol;
however, all day on the 30th patrols from the third battalion and the second
battalion moVed over the trail and wounded were evacuated to the air strip late in
the afternooh of the 30th.

The Japs seemed to have located our mortar position on the reverse slope of the
hill in Nhpum and they concentrated on knocking them out with their artillery.
The second battalion distinguished between the two types of artillery fire; the
big gun, probably 105 or 90 mm. was known as "Big Bertha"; its shell could be
heard coming over with a whistle, but the one they hated and feared most was the
one they called "pst, pst". It was probably a 70 ram. high velocity dual purpose
gun and it was fired from a range of about one thousand yards point blank into
Nhpum. The two explosions were almost simultaneous and it proceeded on the 30th
of March to blow °the top off the hill directly in front of our mortars, so they
were moved to a better position on the east side of the village.

Early this morning Lt. Brendan J. Lynch and Sgt. Black of the Blue Combat
team were slipping back into the southern part of our perimeter for a reconnaissance.

Lt. Lynch was shot by a squad on that side of the perimeter. Thb only
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explanation of the mistake was that he didn't use the recognition signal and
the men on the perimeter were a little bit trigger happy from loss of sleep.

The Japs threw a few shells over about 2100 hours and one was a tree
burst wLich wounded one man seriously. The litter bearers left the aid station
to go pick him up. Just before they got to the wounded man two Jap snipers
fired a flare into the middle of the perimeter and fired on the litter bearers.
Two were wounded.

Snipers ringed the perimeter from the east, west and south and banged
away off and on, day and night. Sometimes they fired at the sound of a shovel
striking the ground. Many times they fired directly over the medical aid station
on the reverse slope of the hill. Major Rogoff by now had excellent fox holes
dug for the wounded. He had received t welve litter cases today were occupying
them to evacuation in the morning.

Sanitation became a problem. Men could not leave their fox holes at
night for fear their own men would shoot them by nistake. So each man used
his helmet and buried his own waste the next day near his fox hole.

This was beginning to complicate matters for the ground around the fox
holes was rapidly being covered with little piles of earth - some not completely
buried. About seventy five horses had been killed in the perimeter already -
and many others were badly shot up. Their bodies lay all over the place and the
ornes two days old had already begun to stink badly. Jap bodies scattered about
the edges of the perimeter were also beginning to stink. After thirty six hours
in this hot, moist climate, a dead body is in terrible shape - bloated and
covered with flies and maggots.

It was impossible to bury the horses as the Japs opened fire whenever
they heard a shovel hit the ground. Colonel McGee's Command Post was suffering
too. A large tree about twenty yards away had attracted at least four tree
bursts and had caused the death of one man and caused several others Painful
injuries. Colonel McGee gave orders that the tree be blown down by the Pioneer
and DemolitionPlatoon. They ringed it with dynamite and blew it down thereby
eliminating one source of tree bursts.

At Hsamshingyang the air strip was so muddy only a few planes were able
to land.- No contact wththe Japs was made to the east or to the south towards
Nphum Ga but to the southwest one of our Kachin patrols reported the Japs were
active and that Japs were seen one half mile southwest of the air strip. Pather
Stuart said the Kachin patrols had the Japs really confused with the variety of
their ambushes. The Japs have been ambushed by Kachins many times using panjis
or sharpened sticks on the side of the train to impale them when they run to the
flanks to envelop the Kachins. The Japs got wi se to the way the Kachins set traps
for them to ran into when they sprung the ambush. Accordinaly a few days ago
near Warong when the YKachins ambushed a Jap patrol the Japs didn't run to the
flanks as usual but fell down and hugged the ground along the trail and opened
Meavy fire on the Kachins. The Kachins were forced to withdraw due to superior
fire power. The next day the same ambush was laid further up the trail and the

Japs hit it'- hit the groung,opened fire. The Kachins withdrew, firing occasional
shots as they filtered up the trail. The Japs thiWking the Kachins had completely
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withdrawn, got up and proceeded down the trail but When they got a few feet,
a Bren gun opened on them from the rear. Now it is the Japs next move in the
battle of ambush.

LjMarch

At Nhpun Ga just after day break the Jap artillery and mortars opened
as usual and at about 0645 automatic weapons also opened and the Japs attacked
from three sides - south, east and northwest.- a few minutes apart. Their
machine guns and mortars were raising hell -.ith our animals. The Jap principal
effort was from the east in the area of our water hole. They attacked savagely
and bravely in some cases running directly up a slope that we were covering
with a machine gun. An hour later we could not get to the water hole - neither
could the Japs, but it was more serious for us. We had no other waterhole. The
Japs covered the hole With mortar fire. and snipers ringed the tall grass over-
looking the trail to the hole. We counter-attacked to drive them off the little
ridge., but they were firmly established. It was outside of our perimeter and we
didn't have the men to occupy the ground if we had taken it.

'Already Colonel MCGee was using mule skinners, photographers- and every
tavailable man in Battalion Headquarters on the perimeter.. One hour later a
radio message from Headquarters at Hsamshingyang said the Japs had blocked
the trail between there and Nhpum Ga during the night and that thethird
battalion patrols were trying to dislodge them and thought they could get
through to Nhpum Ga by noon. The word that the second battalion was surrounded
soon spread throughout the perimeter and that coupled with the loss of the
waterhole was a severe blow to morale. Also Jap artillery continued to pound
them and they couldn't do a thing about it.

At-1000 hours a fighter bombers came over and were directed to the Jap
positions by our air liaison officers. The weather had been so bad the past
four days that the planes could only get over a short time each day. The planes
overhead helped morale. Colonel McGee decided to try to push through on the
trail to the airstrip and he called the Blue Combat Team commander in and told
him to exert all the pressure he could along the trail without endangering the
perimeter. He gave him a reinforced platoon withdrawm from the rest of' the
perimeter. This force attacked under mortar and machine gun support but struck
strong Jap dug in positions and repulsed losing several wounded and one killed.
The Japs increased their pressure on all &ides of the perimeter during the'iday.
Apparently the Jap commander figured he had this battalion trapped and would
annihilate them in a few 4yas.

We received a heavy air drop today of food and ammunition but the shortage
of water had everyone worried. There was a muddy hole in a draw where several
horses had been killed. A little water ran from it so a squad from the pioneer
and Demolition PlatOon dug out a pit and filled it up with a brackish mixtjure
of mud and water. It was enough to quench thirst but that was all. The dead
horses only twenty five feet above didn't add to its taste. Or maybe they did.

Tonight was the low point so far in morale but everytime a Jap made the least
move he drew fire. There was no thought anytime but that we would stick it out
and come through OK.
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On the south flank of the perimeter, Lt. Grissoms platoon was firing 60mm.
mortars at eighty to ninety yard range without bipods or baseplates and were
hitting the target.

At the air strip the Orange Combat Team sent the usual morM4g patrol at
0600 to Nhpum Ga but four hundred yards from the strip on the top of a little
ridge, the lead scout of the patrol was fired on by a Nambu light machine gun.
The Japs pulled a boner here - they fired at the first man whereas if thpy had
waited a minute or two, they could have had a better target.

1 April_19

At Nhpum at dawn we were all set for the usual attack but 0700 hours
came - and 0800 came and still-no attack. However our patrols found that the
Jap had dug in on high ground east of the waterhole so we let him have a nice
mortaring. At 0900 hours the artillery started again - this time it seemed
very close - probably from K~uri, one thousand yards away or possibly from
Auche only two and a half miles away. Following the barrage the Japs attacked
from the-east and the northeast and were repulsed. our 60 mm. mortars were
worth their weight in gold now. Our mortar men lay the 60's right in the front
of the Jap perimeter only thirty yards from our perimeter and they hit their
holes with a tree burst many a time. The 60 m. mortar is perfect for close
work and a good mortar crew can actually put them down a stove pipe if they
have a little ammunition to play with. We used the 60's when the Japs attacked
and fired them at range as short as seventy five yards with good results.

V-hen the drop planes came over they drew heavier than usual ground fire.
One of the pilots reported that the Japs shot a bullet between the legs of a
kicker in the back of his plane. A check up reveals that we now have in Nhpum Ga
seven dead and twenty five seriously wounded. We started with tw& hundred and
twelve animals and are now down to one hundred and twenty with some of those
shot up badly. The stink of the dead Japanese and dead animals sprawled and
bloated all around the perimeter is terrific. The shortage of water is acute.
Colonel McGee asked for a drop of water in plastic bags tomorrow.. The medics
don't have enough water to make a plaster cast for a broken leg and they are
now giving sulfadiazine without water. Everyone is rationed a half a canteen-
full - if he can get that. The artillery shelling is hellishly accurate and
that and mortar fire are the principal causes of our casualties so far.

Colonel McGee sent two strong patrols out this morning to try to feel out
weak spots in the Jap lines.

They found Japs every place they tried and returned with the information
that there was one possible route to the outside available . Down an extremely
steep and rough mountainside on the west of the perimeter and up and down some
very rough conuntry for almost a mile to the riVer. Then up the river to
Hsamnshingyang. A platoon from the third battalion which had come through on
the daily patrol ahd was cut off in Nhpuzn decided to try to break through that
way. Dividing themselves into two sections, one following the other by about
twenty minutes, they started their tortuous journey through the Jap lines and

back to their battalion at the air strip. Crouching low, the first section
pushed its way through thick underbrush to a tiny stream bed. Following this
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stream bed they made better time and soon figured they were through the Jap
lines and started moving faster and less cautiously. They were following
a rough compass course of 210 degrees but the roughness of the terrain made it
necessary to vary their course as they went along. Just at nightfall after
five hours of hard climbing they unexpectedly came upon the river and bivou-
acked along its banks for night. The second section which had started twenty
minutes later did not show up. The men in the first section were not worried
about them because they knew that coming down the little stream bed they might
have turned off at a different place.

At the air strip the Orange Combat Team moved up the trail and attacked
the Japs along the main trail all day. The Japs ithdrew again - but showed
more determination to hold ground. Their selection of ground to defend was
excellent. It appeared that a Jap officer kept some distance behind the front
troops marking emplacements for automatic weapons. The Japs used a clever S
shaped trail block with Nambus on the humps and ends which could fire .cross
fire usually both up and down the trail. A few riflemen were in fox holes
between the Nambus and some were scattered back along the trail. The Japs
truly used men and ground to maximum advantage and forced us to be extremely
careful about envelopment. In some cases they estimated where we would envelop
and got a machine gun there to hit us in the flank, The Orange Combat Team
had the most seasoned and experienced fighters in the command and their ability
to sense Where the Jap would be saved many a life. Very little progress was
made in pushing the Jap back today. Less than one hundred yards was gained.
We needed artillery and we needed it badly. Fighter bombers were helping a
lot bt they were not enough,

Wen General Merrill was taken out, the first thing he told Major Hancock
who met the ambulance plane at Ledo was to get two howitzers and drop them to
the third battalion at the air strip. Major Hancock had those guns packed and
ready to drop by 1000 hours on the 1st of April and sent Colonel Hunter a message
that they were available when he wanted them. Colonel Hunter radioed back to
drop them early on April 2nd. We had no artillerymen and the guns would be"

dropped in sections and would have to be assembled. Colonel Hunter sent a call
to Colonel Beach, Commanding Officer of the third battaliqn, to get all men with
any previous artillery experience and make up two gun crews tonight. The word
had hardly got before twenty five muleskinners from the third battalion had
reported.. They had volunteered from the 98th Pack Attillery in New Guinea and
there were actually four complete gun crews with us. S/Sergeant John A. Acker
was made Battery Conander. Private Thomas W. Merritt was made chief of Number
One section, while Sergeant.George B. Lowe took Number Two section. These men
organized their crews and a man was given the job he used to do regardless of
how it fitted his present grade. One of the best gunners in the 98th was found
in Private Isaac W. (Little Chief) Ross, a full-blooded Cherokee Indian fromCherokee, North Carolina. These men were like school kids on a vacation-
they were so happy to have their hands on a pack howitzer again. The gun crews
went through dummy run, completed their organization and were all set to receive
the guns by 2100 hours tonight.

Morale all over the area picked up when the news got around that we would
have our own artillery, tomorrow, for the first time since we had been behind
the Japanese lines. The cheering news was radioed to the second battalion which
was told it would be out in short order when the artillery arrived. Morale



lifted there also but Major Rogoff was not so encouraged. He had buried
seven men already and had twenty five more seriously injured in fox holes
in his aid station. Some of them would not be -able to live another two
days without hospital car6, surgery, and one case a blood transfusion and
they couldn't be carried out through the jungle, but only over some kind of
a trail.

At a staff conference tonight Colonel Hunter ordered the Orange Combat
Team to continue the attack down the trail to the south the next morning hile
a strong force from Khaki Combat Team moves up the river, then turns east to
hit at the Japs surrounding the second battalion on their west flank. In the
meantime sedond battalion is to exert all pressure possible and try to break
through to the west and to the north down the main trail. Colonel Hunter told
us we had to get through to the second battalion as soon as possible as their
wounded were badly in need of hospital care and every day they were surrounded
was costing a man that might have been saved if he could have been evacuated.

SApri194

Orange Combat Team was engaged with the enemy along the trail at 0700
hours and their first attack early in the morning was repulsed by unusually
strong Jap fire. The Japs seemed to have been reinforced during the night.
Colonel Beach put the fighter bombers on the Jap position all morning, but
they were well dug in and they didn't move. The attack continued all day at
a cost of four dead and four seriously wounded. At dam Major Edwin J. Briggs,
Khaki Combat Team Commander, led out a reinforced company of his men leaving
81 mm. mortars and heavy machine guns at the air strip. They marched down the
river for about three hours until they estimated they were almost opposite the
heavy fire Which they believed to be the second battalion perimeter. Turning
east cross country, they moved over the most difficult stretch of mountains
and jungle they had yet encountered.

Three and a half hours later the point platoon under T/Sergeant Lenwood
C. Clements started up another steep mountain where they were suddenly fired ono
For tn minutes there was speradic rifle fire in all directions; then it became
clear that the Japs held the rest of the ridge and had snipers literally all over
the ridge. Sergeant Clemehts had already lost one or two men killed and several
wounded. The Sergeant risked his won life to save one of his men by running
through heavy sniper fire picking the wounded man up and carrying and dragging
him to a defended place. Major Brigge felt out the Japs on both flanks with
patrols only to find they occupied the entire ridge. By that time the Japs were
throwing mortar fire from the ridgeo Several feeling-out attacks made by
Sergeant Cleruents were repulsed by the Jpas. The enemy had an excellent pbsition
commanding all approaches and it was just plain waste of manpower to hit them
at this point, So Major Briggs withdrew a few hundred yards and dug in for Ibhe

night.

At 0830 hours the drop plane arrived, at the airstrip and soon the various
sections of the two pack howitzers were floating to earth on double parachutes,
Four hundred rounds of 75 mm° ammunttion came with the guns. At 0930 hours the

planes had finished their complete drop and the gun crews rushed on the field
wth pack animals to carry off the guns. Other men were assigned to get the

ammunition and carry it to previously prepared positions. At 1100 hours the



gund were ready to fire and Colonel Hunter was figuring the fire data to blast
the Japs south of Nhpum Ga. The first round was fired amidst a silent prayer
from every Marauder, at U30, and went over the second battalion perimeter
landing about eight hundred yards beyond the Jap lines and four hundred yards
to the west. Adjustment was made and at 1200 hours both guns had re4istered
on the target.

Over the radio Colonel Hunter told Colonel McGee and Colonel Beach that
we would attack and try to break through this afternoon after a good artillery
barrage preceded by strafing and dive bombing. The attack came off but the
Japs held. Word was received later in the afternoon from Major Briggs that he
was held up so Colonel Hunter ordered him back to the air strip as he carried
supplies for only thirty six hours and had expended most of his ammunition.

At Nhpum Ga they got their usual dawn attack from the south and from the
northwest preceded by artillery and mortars° When our artillery opened up at
1130 hours morale seemed to go way up. The men in the perimeter overestimated
the ability of the artillery for many of them thought this would cause the Japs
to withdraw not remembering that for six days they had taken all the Japs could
give them without withdrawing.

Water was getting very low and what there was stank so badly that you could
hardly drink it, Wounded men cried for water and that afternoon a heavy, but
short rain provided enough for everyone to get their throats wet. At dudk the
men began to see that the Japs were not going to be run off by our artillery°
Counter battery fire was going on from both sides, apparently with very little
effect; and tonight morale was again pretty low,

Someone started a rumor that the battalion had.been told to fight their
way out the next day carrying their wounded. Everyone knew that was just what
the Japs wanted us to do. Colonel McGee spiked the rumor by passing the word
around that the second battalion was accomplishing its assigned mission of
blocking a Jap counter thrust on the Chinese east flank at Shaduzup, that we had
plenty of food and ammunition and tomorrow we would have water dropped, that we
were not moving from Nhpum but were sticking it out. In the drop today were a
number of books, two of which were "Manual of Operation of Garryall and Plow"
in Spanish and "Symposium of Office Gynaecology". There were also a number of
novels in. French. ' The men got a kick out of this as the books were passed
about over the perimeter.

Colone1LMoGee used field telephones to the key-points of the perimeter
and to the Combat Team Command Posts: SC 300 radios and even SC 536 radios
were also used.

One Maruder sitting in his foxhole .just before dawn this morning saw a
Jap come towards him, The Jap appeared to be groggy and lost. He walked to the
edge of the Marauder' s fox hole mumbling to himself apparently thinking he was
in his own perimeter. The Marauder mumbled back itle reaching for his gun,
The Jap walked away apparently still looking for his fox hole and the Marauder
shot him dead with one shot through the head,

Sergeant Roy H. Matsumato, A Nisei Japanese' proved invaluable to the

second battalion during the siege at Nhpum Ga. He and other Nisei were placed
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at strategic points around the perimeter where they could hear the Japanese
talking and shouting before an attack, and frequently were able to give us a little
warming of what they were going to doo

Sergeant Matsumato crawled out close to the Jap perimeter every night and
sniped at Japs. He listened to them talk and secured information. He usually
returned just before dawn. Last night however he returned about 2300 hours and
reported to Lt. Edward A Melogan that the Japs were going to attempt to cut off
a part of the perimeter that Lt. McLogan was occupying. Lt. McLogan's perimeter
stuck way out on a nose of ground that sloped dom hill. It was difficult to
defend but so. far they had held it mainly because they wanted to deny the
defilade it would offer the Japs if we pulled back to the crest of the little
ridge. Sergeant Matsumato said the Jap plan was to creep up as close as possible
to the perimeter before dawn, then rush the little nose, which about twenty men
were holding. Lt. McLogan figured that it might be possible to give them a
surprise. He decided to pull his men back to the crest of the ridge, concentrate
tomy guns and Browning automatic rifles along that side of the rise, booby trap
the fox holes they were leaving and let the Japs attack the nose of ground - take
it and then be annihilated by his automatic weapons0

At dawn everybody was set, Sergeant Matsumato was in a two man fox hole
overlooking the .nose of ground with a tommy gun. Suddenly there were shouts of.
"Bazai" "Death to the Americans", "Die ~ , Banzai" and a hail of hand grenades

hit around the nose of ground as a reinforced platoon swept up the hill. *A
moment later they were sticking bayonets in fox holes, firing wildly, shouting
and grenading everything that looked like a gun emplacement. Their sudden occu-
pation of the nose started them. Then they charged up the hill, an officer
leading them carrying a sword kwhich later proved to be a beauty). Lt. McLogan
held his fire till they got within fifteen yards of his perimeter. Then tommy
guns., Browning automatic rifles, grenades - everything - opened at once Ihe
Japs 'were falling like flies. Another platoon or part of a platoon was following
the first platoon-and they started hitting the ground- jumping in our booby
trapped fox holes. Then Sergeant Matsumato shouted in Japanese "Charge'" "Charge'"

and they charged. Thirty minutes later fifty four dead bodies were counted on
that slope including two officers. Sergeant Matsumato became a legendary
character overnight.

Thp platoon which left the second battalion perLmeter yesterday arrived
safely at the air strip this afternoon without losing a man, The Japs were
contacted only once and the platoon was able to break contact and get away after
a few shots. They report that it would be impossible to carry litters over the
ground they covered however, It took all their energy to get over it themselves

without carrying anyone.

At Nhpum Ga, the 'laps made a heavy attack on the south flank of the

perimeter at dawn and three hours later hit the west dideo The same pattern of
artillery, mortar, grenades and attack was followed and they were repulsed with

heavy losses.

Planes were overhead, bombing and strafing the one mile gap between Nhpum

and the third battalion vhich was fighting desperately against Jap strong points'

and bunkers. All day the men were wishing for water. Finally the adi drop came
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late in the afternoon and with it came water in plastic bags.

The Japs.:,*always opened up with mortars when we got an airdrip and today,
,they really gave us a pounding.

Some of the water bags were broken open within a minute from the time they
hit - the first bag opened was carried to the aid station where every wQnded man
was allowed to drink his fill. The water had a rubberish taste to it but was
delicious and refreshing compared to the blackish stinking stuff we had been
drinking for the past three days. The stench of more than one hundred dead
animals was almost over powering - and the Japs opened up with mortars whenever
we tried to bury one. Over two hundred dead Jap bodies were .scattered around
the edges of the perimeter' and were making their contribution to the nauseating
odor.

At 1630 hours the enemy sent a heavy artillery barrage over, then suddenly
stopped. All was quiet. Not a shot was fired by either side for more than two
hours. The night was quiet. Even our own artillery had stopped about 1500 hours.
The ominous silence was getting the men. The third battalion had not been able
to break through today. Our artillery hadn't helped much and some of our wounded
were dying. (onight was the low point for morale. Things can't get any worse,
unless they don't drop any more water.

At the air strip Colonel Hunter called a staff meeting about 1500 hours.
He told his officers frankly that the situation was bad. Reports were confirmed
that the Japs are moving in strength up the Tanai River to our east and we had
been told not to expect much Chinese help for another eleven days. The battalion
at Pabum is supposed to be moving down to Tate Ga to block trails to the south,
Finally he said, "Gpntlemen, in the morning we start an attack that will drive
through to the second battalion. It may take two or three days but we will get
through. All troops except the sick and the muleskinners will be withdrawn
from the defense of the airstrip. Large patrols. will be called in and Kachims
substituted where possible. Tomorrow, as soon as we can get ready, Orange Combat
Team will attack due south along the trail. Khaki Combat team will leave their'
heavy equipment here, march down the trail behind Orange until they are four
hundred yards from the Jap positions then turn west down the mountain and attack
the 4aps on their west flank."

The artillery will be moved up to where it can fire pointblank into the
Jap bunker and pill boxes, Every man of the gun crews volunteered to do this,
this afternoon° The attack will be tentatively set for 1200 hours tomorrow,
Ruses, feints and anything else you can do to fool the Japs are in order, A
fake message will be dropped from a plane so as to fall in the Jap perimeter.
The message will be to the second battalion and will say tkiat a battalion of
parachutists will be dropped between Kauri and Auche at 1700 hours on April 4.
If possible we will have a dummy airdrop in that area to fool them,

A brief discussion of the plan followed0 Then everyone scattered to get
his own job done.

Major Briggs brought his tired, wet company back from their trek down the
river by noon. They had taken a strong Jap position at dusk last night but had
withdrawn on Colonel Hunterts orders after he found out the strength of their
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opposition0  Yesterday afternoon after six men had been wounded, Captain Melton
H. Ivens, the Khaki Combat Team surgeon, told Major Briggs that four of them
should be started back to the airstrip at once as their chances of survival
depended on how soon they reached a hospital0  Major Briggs immediatedly detailed
the lead platoon, from which most of the wounded had come, as their escort back.
That meant litter-bearing, but that platoon under Sergeant Clements was glad
to help those men out, though it was a very tough assignment. There was no trail
for this had been an infiltration attack and the jungle was thick; every inch
of the trail had to be cleared before the improvised litters could be carried
through. The mountain slopes were so steep that men crawled on hands and knees,
lifting the litters a few feet at a time0 Every few minutes the men and one
officer changed around. - some cutting the trail, some watching for Jap snipers,
while others struggled with the litters. The wounded, their pain dulled by drugs, did
not cry out even when a litter bearer would fall on the slippery mountainside.
They stopped by the side of a stream at night. During the night one man died and
was buried nearby.' At dawn the caravan moved out and arrived at the airstrip at
noon, Fortunately there were planes on the field and the wounded were flown out
within ten minutes after their arrival.

4 Aril ~h

As the airstrip was to be left relatively undefended Colonel Hunter moved
his headquarters to Mahetkawng, two miles north of the airstrip where a platoon
of Chinese had just arrived from the Chinese Battalion at Pabum. This unit was
ordered to dig in and hold the trail junction at Mahetkawng. Colonel Hunter ith
his staff moved up with the Orange Combat Team which was attacking astride the
trail. Planes were overhead strafing and dive bombing the Japs all day. At lO0
hours Colonel Hunter saw that the attack couldn't come off before 1600 hours so
it was set for that time, The delay was due to the time it took to move Khaki
Combat Team into position and Colonel Hunter wanted to wait until he could hit an
overpowering blow before hitting at all, today.

Major Lew, the Commander of the Orange Combat Team, had the following
plai of attack: At 1530 his Pioneer and Demolition platoon would move down
the east side of the mountain to the valley below and have a sham battle among
themselves. Carbines, which sound something like an Arisaka, would represent
the enemy while tommy guns and 1-ls would represent the Marauders. It was hoped
that the commotion would draw Jap attention and mortar fire while his main attack
moved along the trail° The front was only one hundred and fifty yards wide. it
consisted merely of the top of a long ridge with the Japs on one end and the
Marauders on the other. Major Lew's mortars were set up to lay down a close in
barrage with 81 mm. heavy ammunition to try to penetrate some of the Jap Pill
boxes and also because the H.E. light would be hitting too close to our own front
line troops. Captain Burch, Commanding Officer of the assault company making the
attack, was employing three platoons in a U-shaped formation. The bottom of the U
would be his center platoon with the two flank positions echeloned out as close
up to the Jap position as possible. Colonel teach, the Tlhird Battalion Commander,
olanned to have his air liaison officer direct the planes on the Jap strong points

for fifteen minutes of bombing and strafing and then open with the artillery at
point blank range. At the Mme time his mortars were to pulverize the closed in

positions. At a signal over the radio, the artillery and mortars would cease
firing and Burch's company would rush the Jap positions before they could recover



from the shock of the artillery barrage. Then we would do the same thing over
again., consolidating after each attack.

At 1500 hours Khaki Combat Team informed Colonel Hunter that they were
engaged with the Japsaand were temporarily pinned down by mortar and machine
gun fire.

At 1530 the ruse fight at the bottom of the valley to our west got under
way. It sounded real and five minutes later the Japs started throwing mortar
fire in that direction. At 1545 the planes were circling and Lt. Paulson was
directing them on to a target not more than one hundred and fifty yards in
front of our front line. They made several passes from east to west and at
1555 they strafed and bombed, the target. At 1605 our artillery opened up at
point blank range and the mortars followed in a moment, What happened next can
best be told from the SC 300 radio net that was used to actually direct the
attack.

One hour later the wounded were on their way to hospital by plane.
Jap casualties were estimated at two hundred.

The fighting had been close and bitter but the Japs had literally been
blasted out their holes and we had advanced to within one thousand yards of the
second battalion perimeter.

At Nhpum Ga the second battalion was not doing so well. 'hree wounded
men died during the night and one man lay to the southeast just outside the
perimeter with his entire frontal lobe exposed. The medics tried to get at him
all night but the Japs threw up flares and opened fire whenever there was a
sound in that vicinity° The next morning we did get him out, but he died a few
hours later. There are only seventy usable animals left-- the others are d~ad
or wounded. He won't shoot wounded animals because they stink, and they may
stop some of the lead from getting to the muleskinners' fox holes. One animal
has twenty six bullet holes in him where he got in the line o fire of a Jap
machine gun0

Blood plasma is nearly out.

This morning we found that the Japs had grenaded one of our machine gunpositions at dawn and taken the machine gun. They were firing it at us for an
hour this morning - we knew because they didn't use tracer and the gun they were
firing had a lot of tracers inlito Our mortars concentrated on knocking out
this gun and got a direct hit bn tbe.Jfaurteenth round. It has not fired since.
Some of the men on our southwest flank captured a Jap machine gun this morning
and fired up all the ammunition they had for it.o

The ' Japs attacked this monning from the northwest without success. Again
at 1700 hours they made a heavy rush attack on a part of the perimeter which had
been manned by some mule skinners who had got out of their holes while things were
quiet. The Japs broke through the perimeter in one place for a minute but were

wiped out a few moments later by a two-man assault force throwing haid grenades.
The hole in the perimeter- Was plugged but a chill swept around the perimeter as
the story got around about how close the Japs came to really getting in.
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Morale picked up considerably at about 1600 hours when the third battalion
started to attack0

1Arl

About midnight at Nhpum Ga there was a little noise in the Jap perimeter
to our weat. Sergeant Matsumoto slid quietly out of his fox hole and moved
slowly towards the Jap lines where he could hear the voices a little plainer0
He returned to the perimeter with the news that he believed the Japs were
getting ready to attacok. A heavy rain had just t&l, en for about twenty min-
utes and the water still dripped from trees and bamboo overhead. Our perimeter
was strong on the weat flank and there was very little to do expept alert the
men and wait.

Suddenly at 0200 hours the Japs attacked - rushing madly towards the
perimeter0 A wave of hand gienades weht out to meet them but some Japs actually
reached the perimeter and were killed by tommy gunners. One Jap fell dead in
the foxhole of a man he never saw. The startled Marauder hadn't seen the Jap
either as he was facing the other way0 -The slightest movement drew fire and
even though the Japs were repulsed, not a man slept for fear a wounded Jap lay
close enough to the perimeter to shoot or throw a grenade0

They pulled the same attack again at 0430 hours vthout success. The
Japs threw artillery off and on during the day but generally the pressure on
the perimeter was lessened, apparently by the attacks of the third battalion0
Tonight in the second battalion perimeter there were ninety seven wounded,
seventeen killed and four missing0 The Japs had suffered heavy casualties0
The dead lay all about the perimeter and our snipers had picked many of them
off trying to get their dead0 On the west side of the perimeter, moans could
be heard as if there was a Jap aid station in that vicinityl

The third battalion followed the same plan today that they used yesterday
in their successful attack - blasting pill boxes with bombs, strafing, throwing
artillery, mortars and bazooka fire and twice using flame throwers0 The infantry
follwoed closely occupying each foot of. ground and mopping up0 Then the artillery
opened again. The artillery is firing from an open position a few hundred yards
from the hill top the Japs are occupying o'They could be easily hit by machine
gun fire from the Jappositiono

Jap resistanA has been .s t.engthened today and the fighting is extremely
bitter and. close. Ammunition, food, water and other suppiies are packed up
to the Orange Combat Team from thte airstrip over a steep, slippery trail.
Yesterday, after a hurry call, some a8 mnio ammunttion arrived in time to help
in the attack0

The ground we took yesterday is blasted bare along the trail - every tree
is either down or chipped all over with fragments or bullets, and the bamboo is
out as if with' a huge knife. Jap bodies were found in trees, where a five

hundred pound bomb had blasted them yesterday afternoon.

This morning Lto Weston's Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon was in
the forefront of the attack. As the artillery lifted, his men rushed forward.
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Lt. Weston, running down the middle of the trail, suddenly came on a Jap fox
hole vth a sack over the top, He jerked the sack off to see two terrified
Japs shaking all over from the shock of the artillery so close to thea. Before
he could stop he had shot both vith his carbine, one shot for each. Later he
regretted he hadn't tried to make them prisoners.

Mounted messengers supplementing radio and telephone communications,
gallop up and down the trail. Aid men and litter bearers move with the front
line troops bandaging and carrying the wounded to aid-stations from which they
are evacuated to the airstrip and on to a field hospital.

Captain Burch was right up with his lead platoon all through the attack.
His calm decisions when a Nambu suddenly opens up an a flank have kept his company
functioning like a deadly machine. He has taught his men the importance of moving
fast in the jungle to keep from being hit by snipers, and unlike most troops
when they are in combat areas after severe fights, Captain Burch's men keep their
heads up. He will call a man down for hitting the ground and ducking. He has
proved it is safer to see what is going on around you.

In the attack tody, Lt. William E Woomer, knom as "Woomer the Boomer",
platoon leader for Company K, worked his way forward to within twenty five yards
of two machine guns that had been holding us up for several hours. He directed
his mortar fire onthem and had shells landing within twenty feet of where he
was directing the fire by SCR 300. During this he was heard to give this order
over the radio, "Deflection correct. Bring it in twenty five yards and if you
don'V hear from me, you know you came this way too far. Then shift it just
a little and you'll know you're right on it".o

The guns wereknocked out in the next few rounds and Lt. Woomer was
miraculously not hurt.

The Jap artillery fired on the second-battalion perimeter at 060G hours,
1500 and 1730 - about ten rounds each time. The Japs made a light attack on
the northwest flank of the perimeter early this morning. We have one hundred
wounded, seventeen dead and four missing to date in Nhpum Ga. The stink of
the dead horses and men grows worse though it doesn't seem possible that it
could get worse. Water was dropped again today and .the planes seemed to draw
unusually heavy ground fire, pour out of the twenty eight aid men in the battalion
have been wounded-. Three men that were wounded and were sent back to the perimeter
after having their wounds dressed have been killed. Many of the wounded refuse
to stay in the aid station and insist on returning to the perimeter where they

know they are sorely needed. We had planned to burn the dead horses but the smoke
would have brought all kinds of mortar and artillery fire.

The two in one helmet which so many men scorned before being under shell
fire had certainly proved its worth. 1here have been several instances irkere men
have had their helmets badly dented by fragments or shrapnel from a tree burst,

At+ the airstrip things are goinb better. The Chinese battalon from Pabum

is now in the Weilangyang area and is blocking trails to the south. They are in
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contact with the Japs at several small towns. One town which was known to be
occupied by Japs was burned out with gasoline andoilo The planes dropped the
drums of gas and bil in the village, then strafed it with tracers to set it on
fire,

At 0830 hours we zeroed in our artillery, a battery of four heavy machine
guns, a battery of four 81 mm. mortars using HoE. heavy. 'We pin-pointed these
thirty yards in front of our own troops. Then we zeroed in a battery of 81 mm.
mortars for H.E, light about two hundred yards in front of our position and

finally zeroed in a battery of four 60 mm. mortars firing for three hundred yards
along the main trail which was the Japanese supply route.

At 0900 hours the set up for attack was the same we had used on the 4thi

Our comnuunication -set up was a little different. We had sound powered wire
to each of the two flank platoons -radio net from company commanders, combat
team commanders, battalion commanders and also for mortars.

Sound power6d wire to the forward artillery observer Was used part of the
time, The rest of the time he used SCR 300. Flares were to be used only for
an emergency - red for stop firing - green for lift' firing0

The plan was to use one hundred round artillery barrage at Jap strong
points thirty yards ahead, following a dive bombing and strafing attack, Use
of the H.E. Heavy at the saine point was simultaneous: H.E. Light shooting from
two hundred yards out and working back towards our own perimeter. 60 mM mortars
to fire at a medium rate along the Jap supply route,

After a fifteen minute artillery barrage and seven minute 81 mm. mortar
rolling barrage the attack was to jump off under a heavy machine gun support.

At 0950 hours the attack went off exactly as planned. In the first
attack we only gained fifty yards but by adjusting the barrages on the Jap strong
points the total advance for the day was three hundred yards.

Three of the dead Japs found along the trail were using M-1 rifles and
one Japanese was wearing Go1 Jungle Boots.

The Japs got smart after the first barrage and ran back up the trail fifty
or sixty yards to perpared positions - then when the barrage lifted they ran back
to their weapons and opened Lire, Our lead scouts noted this and after the
next artillery barrage they picked off four running back to their guns,

In Nhpum Ga the Jap artillery came over at 0600 ,hours, 1500 and 1750
but Jap pressure on the perimeter has lessened considerably. Documents taken

off Jap dead indicate that weaare surrounded by a reinforced Jap battalion from
the f14th Regiment, 18th Jap Division and also elements of the 55th Japatese
Regiment.

Khaki Combat Team attacked north of Nhpum all day against heady Jap
automatic weapons fire and emplacements. Orange Combat Team occupied the ground
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already gained. Planes dive bombed and strafed all day. Artillery, mortar
and machine gun fire were used as on the 6th but we could not blast the Japs
off the ridge. We are approximately five hundred yards from the second battalion
per eter.

Second battalion used two combat patrols to attack the Japs but they were
pinned down by machine gun fire from pill boxes, The first battalion arrived
at the airstrip at 1700 hours after a forced march from the vicinity of Seola.
Ten in one ration was drppped to the second battalion but fell in the Jap perimeter.
The third battalion is fighting like hell to get that ten in one back. Supply
trains and amution dumps are working smoothly now from airstrip to third
battalion on the trail. At 1930 hours Colonel Hunter had a staff meeting. The
third battalion attacks down the trail. One combat team from the first battalion
will move northeast along the river to cut off the Japs withdrawal. Patrols will
continue in all directions0 TIhe attack starts with artillery, mortar and dive
bomber support at 1000 hours for the third battalion. The litter train will be
ready to move to Nhpum Ga to evacuate the wounded iten the break through is made.
The Regimental forward Command Post is with the third battalion, .Morale wad high
when the first battalion pulled in but is even higher now.

Khaki Combat Team attacked all day along the main trail while Orange
Combat Team moved down to the small stream in the valley to the east and
attacked northward hitting considerable enemy resistance, but the jungle itself
was enough tesistance tomake progreds very slow. The White Combat Team of the
first battalion has taken over the defense of the airstrip while a selected
group of two hundred and fifty four men and officers from the Red Combat Team
udder Captain Tom P. Senff were assigned the mission of feeling out the area
to the west of Nhpum Ga-- then move to the south offering a threat to the Jap
rear0  6aptain Senff moved out of his bivouac area at the airstrip at 0630
hours. No animals were taken although the light machine gunL and 60 m. mortar
were hand carried- each man carried two days K ration and as much ammunition
as he could, including at least two hand grenades per man. SCR 300
radios were also carried. The column with Captain Senff at the head moved up
the trail until they were one mile north of Nhpum Ga then cut weat across country,
cutting down a small stream and over a big nose to the area west of Nhpum that
he was to reconnoiter.

By this time he had lost five men from exhaustion and one seriously
injured from falling over a twenty foot embank mento They were sent back
together. From the small river they saw Jap tracks leading to Nhpum Ga. Captain
Senff sent reconnaissance patrols to follow the tracks and to scout out the area.
They found three old paddy fields on the hillside nearby, two clearings, freshly
dug Jap foxholes and one dead Jap. They figured, inasmuch ad the Japs hadn't
buried this dead, they were not now operating in this area. After sending a
report by 5CR 300 to Regimental Headquarters which was with the assault units
of Orange Combat Team, he moved south guiding on the almost continuous firing
in the vicinity of Nhpum Ga,

At 1600 hours he hit a pronounced trail leading southwest. It appeared
to have been freshly used by men and animals. He sent one Browning automatic
rifleman and two tommy gunners two hundred yards in each direction to block the
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trail. Then turning to the north he moved slowly and cautiously toward Nhpum.
At 1610 he was fired on by three Japs about eight hundred yards from Nhpum Ga0
We returned the fire and sent a reconnaissance patrol through the area. They
returned with nothing to report, except some recently dug positions down the
trail toward the river. He left one platoon as a permanent block on that trail
and moved to the southwest again at 1650 hours in an effort to get high ground
for our bivouac area. At 1815 hours Captain Senff bivouaced eight hundred and
fifty yards from Nhpum Ga on an azimuth of 240 degrees0 The stench from dead
animals and men near the perimeter was very bad0 He put in a perimeter defense
and dug in blocks across a pronounced foot path leading through the bviouac
area. At 2250 hears a four man Jap patrol moving north on the foot path was
fired on by a Browning automatic rifle - only three rounds were fired and the gun
jammed. The Japs threw a grenade and a brief fight ensued. The Japs withdrew.
The casualties were one officer (Lt. Johnson) killed. The rest of the night was
quiet,

In Nhpum Ga there had been no heavy fighting all day. The enemy artillery
fired only a few rounds and they made no serious attacks although occasional
machine gun and mortar fire broke the quiet. Major Rogoff totaled his casualties
and found that he had twenty five dead, one hundred and three wounded to date but
it was possible others would be found when a muster could be held. In Colonel
Hunter's field order for today he daid., "The siege of Nhpum Ga wili fall by noon
today"0  Although there had been heavy fighting all around them, the seige still
held at 1630 hours and the men in the perimeter wohdered, "How long?"

Captain Senff's column was up at dawn expecting some action but no Japs
showed up. He sent a patrol one hundred yards south on the foot path to investigate
the firing during the night. They returned with a Jap trenchcoat, four boxes of
cooked rice balls, each box holding enough to feed a platoon. The rice balls
lboked like a baseball. At 0530 hours a twelve man Jap patrol hit the perimeter
from the south. Lt. MUclmurry quickly set up a machine gun. Captain Senff worked
two squads forward with rifle greandes because it was too close in for mortars.
A fire fight devepped and two Marauders were wounded. Then snipers opened on
the perimeter from the northwest. Our men sprayed the trees they were thought to
be in with tommy guns and the snipers were not heard from again. At 0655 hours
Captain Senff moved his company southwest across an old paddy field grown highin elephant grass. He left his Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon in pmsition
at the bivouac area to block the trail and evacuate his wounded. After moving
five hundred yards southwest from the perimeter, harassing fire opened from the
northwest, northeast and due south. It seemed to be coming from the direction
of the main trail between Nhpum Ga and Kaurio Colonel Hunter calied Colonel Caborne
on the 8CR 300 radio and ordered Captain $enff back to the Bivouac area where he
had spent the night.° (eight hundred yards from.Nhpum Ga. )

Captain 5 enff moved back and dug in, His orders were to hold this block
and contact the enemy to the north. At 0900 hours his block drew harassing fire
from the north and northeast. It was not aimed fire and the Japs threw in some

mortar fire covering the approach to the main trail. At 1100 hours- one of his
combat patrols (one squad) moving to the north to contact the Jap perimeter was
fired on by six automatic weapons dug in. We suffered no caxualties° At 1230
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the Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon reported that they had got the wounded
back to our first block0 It took them five hours wheras we had walked it without
wounded in one hour0 Captain Senff decided not .to push north as he would have
suffered bad casualties from the Jap automatic weapons and the evacuation for
wounded men was so difficult, and because there wiere Jap positions one hundred
and fifty yards from his perimeter.

He sent three man reconnaissanee patrols to the south,-.eat and south-
west. The patrol to the southwest reported the trail to the water hole was
open so he let one squad from each platoon go after water. It took one hour
and fifteen minutes for the round trip, The patrol to the southeast reported
no action but returned with two loads of rice balls, each load weighing about
fifteen pounds. At 1345 hours we fired on four..enemy near the southeast side
of the perimeter - killed two and drew no return fire. It appears that they
followed our reconnaissance patrol back.

At 1400 hours Lt. William Lepor'e's platoon reported movement, talking
and an ls neighing two hundred and fifty yards to the northeast in a depp
draw. Captain Senff checked with the second and third battalions over the SCR
300 to see if they had anything in that position, They reported they had nothing
in that direction. Captain Senff then gave orders to mortar and machine gun
the draw. At 1600 hours Captain Senff got a message that a patrol from the
ground battalion had contacted our trail block two hundred and fifty yards northwest
of the second battalion perimeter, and that we had one killed and one missing.At 1620 Captain Senff pulled his guns back after mortaring and machine gunning
the draw and at the same time a Jap mortar barrage from the ridge to the east
opened on an area two hundred yards to-the northeast of our perimeter on the
approach to the draw. Japs screamed and hollered so it looked as if the Japs
figured we were attacking and they mortared the area - hitting their own troops.
At about this time the Jap artillery opened fire from Kauri on our artillery
position one hundred yards north of Nhpum Ga. Our artillery forward observer
officer asked us over the SCR 300 if we could locate the Jap guns. Captain Senff
reported the probable location of the guns; then he moved his radio to a clearing
on some high ground where he could observe our artillery fire dropping four
hundred yards short of the target. He corrected that over the radio and we threw
a heavy barrage on and around the Jap artillery. No more was heard from them.
Booby traps going off wias the only thing disturbing a good sleep tonight,

At the airstrip Father Stuart held mass at 0700 hours and further up the
trail the Orange and Khaki Combat Teams continued to attack0 The attack was
strange- the Japs were full of tricks but today they didn't answer our fireexcept occasionally a sniper would take a. shot, We continued to blast our way
through and at 1000 hours our lead scouts reported dead Japs everywhere, At 1210
our lead scouts thought they were near the second battalion perimeter, Over the
radio Colonel Beach asked Colenel McGee to fire three spaced shots from the north
edge of his perimeter along the trail to be ansuered by three shots from our lead
SCOUTS,

Five minutes later all was quiet. We listened - then suddenly three shots
rang out and a minute later three more shots, Major Ed Briggs, Khaki Combat
Commander, was right behind the lead scouts and he walked into the second battalion
perimter - lifting the siege they had been under for ten .long, bitter hard days.
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He walked through a scene of desolation worse than he had ever seen on
Guadalcanal or New Georgia - hundreds of Japs, dead for a week, were stinking
everywhere - dead horses twice their normal size with maggots and flies by the
million all over them. Finally he reached Colenel McGee's Command Post, a series
of two man Fox holes dug out df the rock and red clay in the side of Nhpum Ga.

Colenel McGee, smiling, Said, "Sure am glad to see you,,Ed."
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28 Larch. 1944

When Colonel McGee reached Nhpiun Ga, General Merrill ordered him to
hold Nhpumi with his battalion while the third battalion built and held the air
strip at I-isamshingyang, two and a half miles further north. Regimental
headquarters .,ould be at Hsanshingyang w&here all wounded were to be evacuated.

As they talked, M1ajor Bernard Rogoff, second battalion surgeon, quickly
set up an aid station in front of a basha near the center of Nhpum Ga. Already
four or five wounded lay on improvised litters where medical aid men examined
their w ounds and gave the.m morphine. Major Rogoff, one of the coolest men under
fire I ever saw, calmly started on the most serious cases and an orderly line
of patients was soon getting plasma and being moved to a more quiet place on
the edge of the village awaiting evacuation. A few psychounurosis cases were
coming in now. One man, a big burly fellow with a tommy gun, was shaking
violentlY all over, tears streaming down his face. He cried "M11 ajor, I am not
afraid, dam it., .I tell you I am not afraid, I just can't stop shaking."

Others in worse shape jumped and screamed each time a shell went off
and the shells were getting closed all the time. The second battalion column
came up the hill into Nhpum on the run. Some of the men were too exahausted to
speak, others were carrying wounded or 'holding them on horses. One man passed
out as he reached the aid station. Mth all the confusion and terror of a
shelling that you are unable to combat, the vast majority of the men despite
everything were plodding along doing their jobs. It was those men who quickly
whipped the top of the hill at Nhpum Ga into a-veritable fortress that was
destined to withhold two weeks of all the Japs could dish out.

Colonel .IMcGee called his combat team commanders together. They made
a cuick reconnaissance of the hill and decided the rough boundaries for the
perimeter defense. Then Colonel McGee sent word to his rear guard at Kauri
to hold there until forced to withdraw and then to booby trap the trail.
They replied they had already used up all their prepared booby traps between
Auche and Kauri-but ereimprovising. .....____

The village of Nhpum Ga sits atop a moumtain but is also surrounded by
knife like mountains on the east and southeast. To the north the ridge
continues up aPnd down m for one half mile then there is a gradual descent
to Hsa shingyang to the south. It is down hill 500 yards then up hill
5O yards to KaUri to the south but there is a high hill near Kauri, to the
east there is a sharp decline cut by numerous ridges leading to the river
about one mile away.

The perimeter had to be in about a figure eight to hold the highground and to hold the water hole at the bottom of a little hill the other
side of which it would be doubtful if we could hold. The division of. the
preim.eter roughly developed into Blue Combat Team taking from 90 to 2200
and the Green Combat Team taking the rest. Colonel McGee quickly saw that his
difficulty was going to be to hold with one battalion and he worked to remedy
this for the next few days. The combat teams ,made their ownm reconnaissance
and by 1030 hours the entire battalion was digging in their position as
the above diagram shows.
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At Kauri the rear guard of the second battalion was still holding at
1330 hours. However about 1345 hours the Japs began shelling Kauri heavily
and our patrols were hit by overwhelming numbers of Japanese on all sides
and at 1400 hours the Japs started a general attack on the perimeter of the
rear guard which actually was no more than a heavy trail block. The rear
guard withdrer under cover of their automatic weapons and pulled into the
perLieter at INhpum. The Pioneer ana Demolition platoon leader reported
that he believed the Japs had a reinforced battalion moving north. At
1600 hours the men were still digging in, clearing fire lanes and getting
everything set for the expected attack. At 1605 hours the Japs opened 4th
a hard artillery and mortar concentration right in the perimeter and a few
moments later they attacked the first platoon of E Company which held the
extreme southern point of the perimeter. They were repulsed Aith losses.
Our mortars opened up now and the observer soon had a barrage on the Jap
concentration areas to the south along the trail. The attack was not heavy
as compared to later attacks - it consisted mainly of feeling out our per-
Lmeter - finding our automatic weapons and hunting for a soft spot, 7'!e
used rifle and tommy guns mainly - and waited to see what the Jap would do.

All night the Japs kept throvwng an occasional mortar or artillery

shell in the perimeter - apparently to keep us awake. Ihe men were so
physically ehdausted however that they took advantage of each lull to
catch a little sleep. Most of the men dug two man foxholes and one man
slept standing or sitting up while the other remained on guard.

}.iar ch 12
At Nhpum Ga ,,;here the second battalion is dug in the Jap artillery

opened at daylight and mortar fire opened a few minutes later. At 0600 hours
the Jap machine guns opened up and the Japs attacked from the southeast but
were re p.u ,lsed with losses. At 1000 -hours and 1500 hours they repeated the
same procedure except the attacks ca-me from the southwest and due south. The
Japs moved very close to our perimeter on the south and west flanks and all
day they could be plainly heard moving about and preparing for an attack,
however at nightfall they pulled back and started digging. One of our scouts
found a note on a dead Jap which said "Cook rice at 2100 hours at Varong and
bring upt.to rard t.roop,,. A Lpparently the Japs were feeding much like
the Chinese do - that is their cooks prepare rice for a platoon or company,
roll it in'balls, v.rap it in.banana leaves and carry it in baskets slung
on a banboo pole right up to the front lines.

At 1750 hours the Japs threw ten artillery shells into the perimeter
and under a cover of mortar and machine gun fire attacked the perimeter
from the west but again were repulsed with losses. Corporal Samuel Stokes
was di-ing a fohole just before the attack and laid his helmet on the
parapet. A Jap threw a grenade which hit the parapet and rolled into the
hole wi th Corporal Stokes. The helmet rolled off and fell into the hole
covering the grenade which went off a moment later. Corporal Stokes was not
hurt.

iVord was received .from Regimental Command Post that a large number of
Japs were miving north frdm Sana which is east of Nhpum.

The general situation tonight didn't look so good. The Japs were
gradually moving up on the east and west flanks of the second battalion
at iNhpura and now a large force was reported a few mi les to the east possibly
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ith the mission of cutting through behind Nsamshingyang and cutting any
possible route of v.itdrawal to the north. Our orders were still to hold
Nhpum and foxholes were expanded and improved to allow room for one man to
sleep laying down while another stood guard. The Japs had had a practice of
slipping tip close to the perimeter and listening for a voice then throwing
a grenade.

In the aid station Oo ogf hC

I e s i ajor Rogoff had found a good job for psychoneurosis
cases and it seemed to aid their recovery. He was having them dig foxholes -
big ones with a place for two men to lie dow m feet to feet - the work seemed
to help the man. He had evacuated only two of the eight cases he had, and
believed in a few days, he would have the other six back in the perimeter.

At NThpum just after dawn the Jap artillery opened up, then the mortars
and finally the autonatic weapons, and the Japs swarmed up the east slope
towards the perimeter. 'Ye threw everything we had at them and they fell
back only to try again a little further to the north but again they were
repulsed. .ith each attack the morale of our men improved for they knew
the Japs had them at their worst the day before. How, ever they were still
tired for they hadn't had much sleep in the past three days. The Japs
seemied to know that they couldn't crack the perimeter from the south and
now they Jvere concentrating all their effort on the eastern flank.

Colonel McGee sent a message to the Commaand Post asking that the trail
between HsaLshingyang and Nhpum Ga be kept open as he expected the Japs to
try to cut it. Headquarters told hLm that a daily combat patrol from third
battalion wrould be pushed through to him but as bulk of 3rd battalion was engaged
either in protecting the airstrip or on other patrols that Colonel McGee would
have td do any other patrolling he felt was necessary. The large size of the
peri meter the second battalion was holding left very few men available for patrol;
however, al1d-ayon th e_30th_'at no-sfr_on -the _thirdn battaliQuand__thesecpad he ..
battalion moved over the trail and wounded wviiere evacuated to the air strip late in
the afternoon of the 30th.

The Japs seemed to have located our mortar position on the reverse slope of the
hill in Nhpum and they concentrated on knocking them out With their artillery.
The second battalion distinguished bztween the two types of artillery fire; the
big gun, probably 105 or 90 nm. w.as known as "Big Bertha"; its shell could be
heard cowing over with a whistle, but the one they hated and feared most was the
one they called ' pst, pst". It was probably a 70 'mM. high velocity dual purpose
gun and it :as fired from a range of about one thousand yards point. blank into

khpum. The t.wo explosions were aliost simultaneous and it proceeded on the 30th
of March to blox the top off the hill directly in front of our mortars, so they
were moved to a better position on the east side of the village.

zarly this morning Mt. Brendan J. Lynch and Sgt. Black of the Blue Combat
tear were sliming back into the southern part of our perimeter for a reconnaissance.

Mt. Lnch as sot oc a scjusd on that side of the perimeter. The only



explanation of the mistake was that he didn't use the recognition signal and
the men on the perimeter were a little bit trigger happy from loss of sleep.

The Japs threw a few shells over about 2100 hours and one was a tree
burst wv hich a,;rounded one man seriously. The litter bearers left the aid station
to go pick him up. Just before they got to the .ounded man two Jap snipers
fired a flare into the middle of the perimeter and fired on the litter bearers.
Tvo were wounded.

Snipers ringed the perimeter from the east, west and south and banged
awray off and on, day and-night. Sometimes they fired at the sound of a shovel
striking the ;roId. any times they fired directly over the medical aid station
on the reverse slope of the hill. Major Rogoff by now had excellent fox holes
dug for the wounded. He had received twelve litter cases today were occupying
them to evacuation in the morning.

Sanitation became a problem. Mien could not leave their fox holes at

night for fear their own men would shoot them by mistake. So each man used
his helmet and buried his own xaste the next day near his fox hole.

Tivs was beginning to complicate matters for the ground around the fox
holes was rapidly being covered with little piles of earth -some not completely
buried, about seventy five horses had been killed in the perimeter already -
and many others wrere badly shot up. Their bodies lay all over the place and the
ores tvo dys old had already begin to stink badly. Jap bodies scattered about
the edges of the perimeter were also beginning to stink. After. thirty six hours
in this hot, moist cliate, a dead body is in terrible shape - bloated and

covered with flies and maggots.

It imas ipossible to bury the horses as the Japs opened fire whenever
they heard a shovel nit the grouna. Colonel IcGee's Command Post was suffering
too. A large tree about tenty yards away had attracted at least four tree
bursts and had caused the death of one man and caused several_ others- painful

.... -injuries, Colonel-MGee--gave -orders-- that- the--tree be- blo n..- down -by--the P ionee-r ....
and Demolition Platoon. They ringed it oa,,th dynamite and blew it do-n thereby
eliminating one source of tree bursts.

tt Hsamshingyang the air strip wnas so muddy only a few planes were able
to land. No contact w,7iththe Japs was made to the east or to the south towyards
UIphum Ga but to the southwest one of our 1achin patrols reported the Japs wiere.

acuive and that Japs were seen one half mile southwest of the air strip. Father
Stuart said the Kachin patrols had the Japs really confused ,with the variety of
their ambushes. The Japs have been ambushed by Kachins many times using panjis
or sharpened sticks on the side of the train to impale them. ,when they run to the
flanks to envelop the Kachins. The Japs got wi.se to the wvay the Kachins set traps
for them to run into when they sprung the ambush. Accordinaly a fewv days ago
near- .tarong when the Kachins ambushed a Jap patrol the Japs didn't run to the
flanks as usual but fell down, and hugged the ground along the trail and opened
neavy fire on the Kachins. The Kachins were forced to w~ithdraw due to superior
fire power, The next day the same ambush was laid further up the trail" and the
Japs hit it - hit the grounopened fire. The K~achins w-ithdrew, firing occasional
.shots as taey filtered up the trail. The Japs think(ing the Kachins had completely



withurawn, ot up and proceeded dovn the trail but when they got a few feet,
a Bren gun opened on them from the rear. Noi it is the Japs next move in the
battle of strbush.

31 March 1944
,t Rhpum Ga just after day break the Jap artillery and mortars opened

as usual and at about 0645 automatic weapons also opened and the Japs attacked
from three sides - south, east and northwest.- a few minutes apart. Their
machine guns and mortars wiere raising nell with our animals. The Jap principal
effort was from the east in the area of our w;. ater hole. They attacked savagely
and bravely in some cases running directly up a slope that we were covering
w,.ith a machine gun. n hour later we could not get to the water hole neither
could the Jeps, but it was more serious for us. P/te had no other waterhole. The
Japs covered the hole <.ith mortar fire and snipers ringed the tall grass over-
looking the trail to the hole. J,"e counter-attacked to drive them off the little
ridre, but they .-ere firmly established. It was outside of our perimeter and we
didn't have the men to occupy the ground if we had taken it.

Already Colon41 McGee-was. using mule skinners, photbgraphers.'and :ever
1 availablelman in BattalionHeadquarters.Ofieimetr. One hourlater a
raWio message from Headquartera at Hsamshingyang said the Japs had blocked
the trail between th-re art. NhPura Ga during the night and that the third
battalion :atrols -ere trying to disdodge them and thought they could get
through to Nhpum Ga by noon. The word that the second battalion was surrounded
soon spread throughout the aerimeter and that coupled idth the loss of the
watorholo was a severe blow to morale. Also Jap artillery continued to pound
them ann they coulan't do a thing about it.

.At 1000 hours a fighter bombers came over and were directed to the Jap

positions by our air liaison officers. The weather had been so bad the past
four days that the planes could only get over a short time each day. The planes
overhead helped morale.. Colonel .M,!cGee decided to try to push through on the

- trail to -t he airs-rip-a--he--ca-lled--the-Blue Combat .Tea.. coaandexinand olt.
him to exert all the pressure he could along the trail without endangering the
perimeter. He gave hirm a reinforced platoon withdrawm from the rest of the
perimeter. This force attacked under mortar and machine gun support but struck
strong Jap dug in positions and repulsed losing several wounded and dne killed.
The Japs increased their pressure on all sides of the perimeter during the'day.
Apparently the Jap commfiander figured he had this battalion trapped and would
annihiIate them in a few days.

e received a heavy air drop today of food and ammunition but the shortage
of wa.er had everyone .orried. There was a muddy hole in a draw -;,here several
horses has been killed. A little water ran from it so a squad from the pioneer
ana Demolition Flatoon dug out a pit and filled it up with a brackish miure.

of mud and water. It was enough to quench thirst but that was all. The dead
horses only twenty five feet above didn't add to its taste. Or maybe thuey did.

Tonight was the low ,point so far in morale but everytime a Jap made the least
move he drew fire. There was no thought anytime but that we would stick it out

and com:e through O.K..

-- -

a-



On the south flank of the perimeter, Lt. Grissoms platoon wias firing 60mm.
mortars at eighty to ninety yard range vithout bipods or baseplates and were
hitting the target.

At the rair strip the Orange Combat Team sent the usual morning patrol at
0600 to nhpum Ga but four hundred yards f rota the strip on the top of a little
ridge, the lead scout of the patrol was fired on by a Nambu light machine gun.
The Japs pulled a boner here - bhey fired at the first man whereas if they had
waited a minute or tao, they could have had a better target.

1 Aori 194

At Uhpum at dawm we w 0ere all set for the usual attack but 0700 hours
came - and 0800 came and still no attack. Howvvever our patrols found that the
Jap had dug in on high ground east of the waterhole so we let him have a nice
mortaring. At 0900 hours the artillery started again - this time it seemed
very close - probably from Kauri, one thousand yards away or possibly from
Auche only two and a haif niles away. Following the barrage the Japs attacked
from the east and the northeast and ,.ere repulsed. our 60 rm. mortars were
worth their weight in gold now. Our mortar men lay the 60's right in the front
of the Jp perimeter only thirty yards from our perimeter and they hit their
holes dth a tree burst many a time. The 60 mm. mortar is perfect for close
w, ork and a ood mortar crew can actually put them down a stove pipe if they
have a little ammunition to play with. We used the 60's when the Japs attacked
and fired them at range as short as seventy five yards with good results.

Tien the drop planes came over they drew heavier than usual ground fire.
One of the pilots reported that the Japs shot a bullet between the legs of a
kicker in the back of his rlane. A check up reveals that we now have in Nhpum Ga
seven dead-and twnenty five seriously v,1unded. We started with two hundred and
twelve animals and are now dom to one hundred and twenty ith some of those
shot up badly. The stink of the dead Japanese and dead animals sprawled and
bloated all around the perimeter is terrific. The shortage of water is acute.
,... olone. ---.cdee- aa- doplastichags -tQmorrow. The medlcs
don't have enough wrater to make a plaster cast for a broken leg and they are
now giving sulfadiazine ithout water. Everyone is rationed a half a canteen-
full - if he can get that. The artillery shelling is hellishly accurate and
that and mortar fire are the principal causes of our casualties so far.

Colonel M' ,cGee sent two strong patrols out this morning to try to feel out
weak spots in the Jap lines.

They found Japs every place they tried and returned with the information
that there was one possible route to the outside available. Down an extremely
steep andt rough mountainside on the west of the perimeter and up and down some
very rough conuntry for alm~ost a mile to the river. Then up the river to

Hsashingy~ang. A platoon from the third battalion which had come through on
the naily patrol and was cut off in Nhpum decided to try to break through that

way. Dividing themselves into tw.o sections, one followng the other by about
twenty minutes, they started their tortuous journey through the Jap lines and

back to their Uattalion at the air strip. Crouching lo,, the first section

pushed its ay through 'thick underbrush to a tiny stream bed. Following this
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streaK bed they mlade better time and soon figured they were through the Japlines I-id started moving faster and less cautiously. They were following

a rough com-ass course of 210 degrees but the roughness of the terrain made it
necess.r' to vawry their course as whey -,Yent along. Just at nightfall after
five hours of hard climbing the, unexpectedly came upon the river and bivou-
ached rlong its "a for niit. The second section wihich had started twenty

2inutes iter did not show up. The men in the first section were not worriedabout thos because they 'new;-,, that coraing dow°n the little stream bed they might

have turned off at a different place.

at the air strip the Orange Combatea moved up the trail and attacked
the Japs along the main trail all day. The Japs withdrewr again- but showed
miore determination to hold ground. Their selection of ground to defend was
excellent. It appeared that a dap officer kept some distance behind the front

troops marking emoacements for automatic 'eapons. The Japs used a clever S
shaped trail block ,%ith 1 abus on the humps and ends w:.1hich could fire cross
fire usually both up and down the trail. few, riflemen were in fox holes
bet-: meen Lhe usand some were scattered back along the trail. The Japs
truly used men and ground to maximum advantage and forced us to be extremely
careful about envelopment. In some cases they estinated ,where we would envelop
and got a rachine -un there to hit us in the flank. The Orange Combat Team
had the most seasoned and experienced fighters in the command and their ability
to sense .here the Jap would be saved many a life. Very little progress w.ras
made in pushiuig the Jap back today. Less than one hundred yards was gained.
e needed rtillery and ae needed it badly. Fighter bombers were helping a

lot but they were not enoug.
Then General Merrill was taken out, the first thing he told Major Hancock

w:Aho met the ambulance plane at Ledo was to get two howitzers and drop them to
the third battalion at the air strip. ,ajor Hancock had those guns packed and

ready to drop by 1000 hours on the 1st of April and sent Colonel Hunter a message
that they aere available wh, nen he wanted them. Colonel Hunter radioed back to
drop them early on April 2nd. he had no artillerymen and the guns would be

- droppe--i.sa c-ons-md--w. ou-i-d-h-a-ve- to-..be_ n.s.embled.---.Colonel-Hunt-er--s-en.t- -a.call-.
to Colonel Beach, Commanding Officer of the third battalion, to get all men with
any previous artillery experience and make up tw,,o gun crews tonight. The word
had hardly got before tw' enty five muleskinners from the third battalion had
reported. They had volunteered from the 98th Pack Artillery in New Guinea and
there 1,ere actually four complete gun crews with us. S/Sergeant John A. Acker
w.las made Battery Cojimuander. Private Thomas i. 'erritt was made chief of Number
One section, ,'<ile Sergeant George B. Lowie took Number 'Two section. These men
organized their crews and a man vas given the job he used to do regardless of
howi it fitted his present grade. One of the best gunners in the 98th was found
in Private Isaac 2. (Little Chief) Ross, a full-blooded Cherokee Indian from
Cherokee, North Carolina. These men w~ere like school kcids on a vacation -

they were so happy to have their hands on a pack howitzer again. The gun crews
went througn dummly run, completed their organization and were all set to receive

the guns by 2100 hours tonight.

].orale ll over the area picked up when the news got around that we would
have our ownm artillery, tomorrow, for the first timr.e since w e had been behind
the Japanese lines. The cheering newvs was radioed to the second battalion which

was told it would be out in short order wh en the artillery arrived. Morale
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lifted there also but Lajor Rogoff was not so encouraged. He had buried
seven 1ien already and had tw;enty five more seriously injured in fox holes
in his aid station. Some of them would not be able to live another two
days Without hospital card, surgery, and one case a blood transfusion and
they couldn't be carried out through the jungle, but only over some kind of
a2 trail.

i:.t a staff conference tonight Colonel Hunter ordered the Orange Combat
Team to continue the attack dowm the trail to the south the next morning xhile
a strong force from Khaki Combat Team moves up the river, then turns east to

hit at the Japs surrounding the second battalion on their west flank. In the
meantie second battalion is to exert all pressure possible and try to break
through to the 1,;iest and to the north dowm the main trail. Colonel Hunter told
us we had to get through to the second battalion as soon as possible as their
wounded were badly in need of hospital care and every day they were surrounded
was costing a man that ight have been saved if he could have been evacuated.

2 Auril 1944

Orange Combat Teami was engaged with the enemy along the trail at 0700
hours and their first attack early in the morning was repulsed by unusually
strong tap fire. The Japs seemed to have been reinforced during the night.
Colonel Beach put the fighter bombers on the Jap position all morning, but
they were ;ell dug in ind they didn't move. The attack continued all day at
a cost of four dead and four seriously wounded. At davm .'ajor Edwin J. Briggs,
Khaki Combat Team Uonmander, led out a reinforced company of his men leaving
81 am. mortars and heay machine guns at the air strip. They marched do-wm the
river for about three hours until they estimated they were aimost opposite the
heavy fire 3Aiich they believed to be the second battalion perimeter. Turning
east cross country, they moved over the most difficult stretch of mountains
and jungle they had yet encountered.

Three and a half hours later the point platoon under T/Sergeant Lenwood
. r. Cle nentsas-tarted up-ano therste epmountain were they_ were suddenly fired on.
For tan minutes there was speradic rifle fire in all directions; then it became
clear that the Japs held the rest of the ridge and had snipers literally all over
the ridge. Sergeant Cleinents had already lost one or two men killed and several
wounded. The Sergeant risked his won life to save one of his men by running
through heavy sniper fire picking the wounded man up and carrying and dragging
him to a defended place. Major Briggs felt out the Japs on both flanks with
patrols only to find they occupied the entire ridge. By that time the Japs were
throwuing mortar fire from the ridge. Several feeling-out attacks made by
Sergeant Clements were repulsed by the Jpas. The enemy had an excellent position
coimmanding all approaches and it was just plain waste of manpower to hit them
at this point. So Major Brigga withdrew a few hundred yards and dug in for the
night.

At 0530 hours the drop plane arrived at the airstrip and soon the various
sections of the two pack howitzers were floating to earth on double parachutes.
Four hundred rounds of 75 mam. ammunition came with the guns. At 0930 hours the
planes had finished their complete drop and the gun crews rushed on the field
with pack animals to carry off the guns. Other men were assigned to get the
ammunition and carry it to previously prepared positions. At 1100 hours the
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guns were ready to fire and Colonel Hunter was figuring the fire data to blast
the Japs south of Nhpum Ga. The first round was fired amidst a silent prayer
from every Marauder, at 1130, and went over the second battalion perimeter
landing about eight hundred yards beyond the Jap lines and four hundred yards
to the west. Adjustment was made and at 1200 hours both guns had registered
on the target.

Over the radio Colonel Hunter told Colonel McGee and Colonel Beach that
we would attack and try to break through this afternoon after a good artillery
barrage preceded by Strafing and dive bombing. The attack came off but the,
Japs held. Word was received later in the afternoon from Major Briggs that he
was held up so Colonel Hunter ordered him back to the air strip as he carried
supplies for only thirty six hours and had expended most of his ammunition.

At Nhpum Ga they got their usual dawn attack from the south and from the
northwest preceded by artillery and mortars. When our artillery opened up at
1130 hours morale seemed to go way up. The men in the perimeter overestimated
the ability of the artillery for many of them thought this would cause the Japs
to withdraw not remembering that for six days they had taken all the Japs could
give them wthout withdrawing.

later was getting very low and what there was stank so badly that you could
hardly drink it. Wounded men cried for water and that afternoon a heavy, but
short rain provided enough for everyone to get their throats wet. At dusk the
men began to see that the Japs were not going to be run off by our artillery.
Counter battery fire was going on from both sides, apparently With very little
effect; and tonight morale was again pretty low.

Someone started a rumor that the battalion had been told to fight their
way out the next day carrying their wounded. Everyone knew that was just what
the Japs wanted us to do. Colonel McGee spiked the rumor by passing the word
around that the second battalion was accomplishing its assigned mission of
blocking a Jap counter thrust on the Chinese east flank at Shaduzup, that we had
plenty-- of- food- and- ammuni-tian- and -tomorrow we. would have._wat-er-dropped Ithat _we
were not moving from Nhpum but vere sticking it out. In the drop today were a
number of books, two of which were "Manual of Operation of Garryall and Plow"
in Spanish and "Symposium of Office Gynaecology". There were also a number of
novels in French. The men got a kick out of this as the books were passed
about over the perimeter.

Colonel McGee used field telephones to the key points of the perimeter
and to the Combat Team Command Posts. SC 300 radios and even SC 536 radios
were also used.

One Maruder sitting in his foxhole just before dawn this morning saw a
Jap come to 0iards him. The Jap appeared to be groggy atd lost. He walked to the
edge of the Marauder's fox hole mumbling to himself apparently thinking he was
in his own perimeter. The Marauder mumbled back while reaching for his gun.
The Jap walked away apparently still looking for his f ox hole and the Marauder
shot him dead with one shot through the head.

Sergeant Roy H. Matsumato, A Nisei Japanese, proved invaluable to the
second battalion during the siege at Nhpun Ga. He and other Nisei were placed
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at strategic points around the perimeter where they could hear the Japanese
talking and shouting before an attack, and frecently were able to give us a little
wariing of what they were going to do.

Sergeant Mats unato crawled out close to the Jap perimeter every night and

sniped at aps. He listened to them talk and secured information. He usually
returned just before dawn. Last night however he returned about 2300 hours and

reported to Lt. Edward A Mclogan that the Japs were going to attempt to cut off

a part of the perimeter that Lt. McLogan was occupying. Lt. McLogan's perimeter

stuck way out on a nose of ground that sloped down hill. It was difficult to
defend but so far they had held it mainly because they wanted to deny the

defilade it would offer the Japs if we pulled back to the crsst of the little

ridge. Sergeant Matsumato said the Jap plan was to creep up as close as possible
to the perimeter before dawn, then rush the little nose, which about twenty men

were holding. Lt. McLogan figured that it might be possible to give them a

surprise. He decided to pull his men back to the crest of the ridge, concentrate
tommy guns and Browning automatic rifles along that side of the rise, booby trap

the fox holes they were leaving and let the Japs attack the nose of ground - take

it and then be annihilated by his automatic weapons.

At dawn everybody was set. Sergeant Matsumato was in a two man fox hole

overlooking the nose of ground with a tommy gun. Suddenly there were shouts of

"Banzai4" "Death to the Americans".. "Die", Banzai" and a hail of hand grenades

hit around the nose of ground as a reinforced platoon swept up the hill. A

moment later they were sticking bayonets in fox holes, firing wildly, shouting

and grenading everything that looked like a gun emplacement. Their sudden occu-

pation of the nose started them. Then they charged up the hill, an officer

leading them carrying a sword kwhich later proved to be a beauty). Lt. McLogan

held his fire till they got ithin fifteen yards of his perimeter. Then tommy

guns, Browning automatic rifles, grenades - everything - opened at once. 'The

Japs were falling like flies. Another platoon or part of a platoon was following

the first platoon and they started hitting the ground - jumping in our booby

trapped fox holes. Then Sergeant Matsumato shouted in Japanese "Charge.' "Charge:"

and. they-ch-arged.i--Thi-rty--minutes- later-fifty four-deadbQdiesw-ere counted on_

that slope including two officers. Sergeant Matsumato became a legendary
character overnight.

The platoon which left the second battalion perimeter yesterday arrived

safely at the air strip this afternoon without losing a man. The Japs were

contacted only once and the platoon was able to break contact and get away after

a few shots. They report that it would be impossible to carry litters over the
ground they covered however. It took all their energy to get over it themselves

without carrying anyone.

At Nhlpum Ga, the Japs made a heavy attack on the south flank of the

perimeter at dawn and three hcoxrs later hit the west dide. The same pattern of

artillery, mortar, grenades and attack was followed and they were repulsed with

heavy losses.

Planes w0iere overhead, bombing and strafing the one mile gap between Nhpum

and the third battalion which was fighting desperately against Jap strong points

and bunkers. All day the men were wishing for ' ater. Finally the ait drop Came
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late in the afternoon and with it came water in plastic bags.

The Japs always opened up with mortars vwhen we got an airdrip and today
they really gave us a pounding.

Some of the water bags wtere broken open within a minute from the time they
hit - the first bag opened was carried to the aid station where every wounded man
was allowed to drink his fill. The water had a rubberish taste to it but was
delicious and refreshing compared to the blackish stinking stuff we had been
drining for the past three days. The stench of more than one hundred dead
animals was almost over powering - and the Japs opened up with mortars whenever
,wre tried to bury one. Over two hundred dead Jap bodies were scattered around
the edges of the perimeter and were making their contribution to the nauseating
odor.

At 1630 hours the enemy sent a heavy artillery barrage over, then suddenly
stopped. All was quiet. Not a shot was fired by either side for more than two
hours. The night was quiet. Even our own artillery had stopped about 1500 hours.
The ominous silence was getting the men. The third battalion had not been able
to break through today. Our artillery hadn't helped much and some of our wounded
were dying. Tonight was the low point for morale. Things can't get any worse,
unless they don't drop any more water.

At the air strip Colonel Hunter called a staff meeting about 1500 hours.
He told his officers frankly that the situation was bad. Reports were confirmed
that the Japs are moving in strength up the Tanai River to our east and we had
been told not to expect much Chinese help for another eleven days. The battalion
at Pabum is supposed to be moving dom to Tate Ga to block trails to the south.
Finally he said, I'Gvntlemen, in the morning we start an attack that will drive
through to the second battalion. It may take two or three days but we illl get
through. All troops except the sick and the muleskinners will be withdrawm
from the defense of the airstrip. Large patrols will be called in and Kachims
substituted where possible. Tomorrow, as soon as we can get ready, Orange Combat

--- Team.-, l -- att- ack-due--south-al o ng -..the -trail.. -Khaki--Combat.-team--will-lea.v-&.their ..
heavy equipment here, march down the trail behind Orange until they are four
hundred yards from the Jap positions then turn west down the mountain and attack
the Japs on their west flank."

The artillery will be moved up to where it can fire pointblank into the
Jap bunker and pill boxes. Every man of the gun crews volunteered to do this,
this afternoon. The attack wll be tentatively set for 1200 hours tomorrow.
Buses, feints and anything else you can do to fool the Japs are in order. A
fake message Will be dropped from a plane so as to fall in the Jap perimeter.
The message will be to the second battalion and will say that a battalion of
parachutists will be dropped between Kauri and Auche at 1700 hours on April 4.
If possible we will have a dummy airdrop in that area to fool them.

A brief discussion of the plan followed. Then everyone scattered to get
his own job done.

Major Briggs brought his tired, wet company back from their trek down the
river by noon. They had taken a strong Jap position at dusk last night but had
withcxrawnm on Colonel Hunter t s orders after he found out the strength of their
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opposition. Yesterday afternoon after six men had been wounded, Captain Melton
H. Ivens, the Khalki Combat Team surgeon, told Major Briggs that four of them
should be started back to the airstrip at once as their chances of survival
depended on how soon they reached a hospital. Major Briggs immediatedly detailed
the lead platoon, from which most of the wounded had come, as their escort back.
That meant litter-bearing, but that platoon under Sergeant Clements was glad
to help those men out, though it was a very tough assignment. There was no trail
for this had been an infiltration attack and the jungle was thick; every inch
of the trail had to be cleared before the improvised litters could be carried
through. The mountain slopes were so steep that men crawled on hands and knees,
lifting the litters a few feet at a time. Every few minutes the men and one
officer changed around. - some cutting the trail, some watching for Jap snipers,
while others struggled with the litters. The wounded, their pain dulled by drugs, did
not cry out even when a litter bearer would fall on the slippery mountainside.
They stopped by the side of a stream at night. During the night one man died and
was buried nearby. At davn the caravan moved out and arrived at the airstrip at
noon. Fortunately there were planes on the field and the wounded were flown out
within ten minutes after their arrival.

4 April 1944,

As the airstrip was to be left relatively undefended Colonel Hunter moved
his headquarters to Mahetkawng, two miles north of the airstrip where a platoon
of Chinese had just arrived from the Chinese Battalion at Pabum. This unit was
ordered to dig in and hold the trail junction at Mahetkawng. Colonel Hunter with
his staff moved up with the Orange Combat Team which was attacking astride the
trail. Planes were overhead strafing and dive bombing the Japs all day. At 1100
hours Colonel Hunter saw that the attack couldn't come off before 1600 hours so

it was set for that time. The delay was due to the time it took to move Khaki
Combat Team into position and Colonel Hunter wanted to wait until he could hit an
overpowering blow before hitting at all, today.

Major Lew, the Commander of the Orange Combat Team, had the following

plan-of attakc:---At--1530-hiM--P1lnee r--and D emo lit-i on p-1atoon-would- mo ve -down.
the east side of the mountain to the valley below and have a sham battle among

themselves. Carbines, which sound something like an Arisaka, would represent
the enenv hile toimaiy guns and M1-ls would represent the Marauders. It was hoped
that the commotion would draw Jap attention and mortar fire while his main attack
moved along the trail. The front wias only one hundred and fifty yards Vde. It
consisted merely of the top of a long ridge with the Japs on one end and the

Marauders on the other. Major Lew's mortars were set up to lay dovm a close in
barrage with 81 rm. heavy ammunition to try to penetrate some of the Jap Pill
boxes and also because the H.E. light would be hitting too close to our own front

line troops. Uaptain Burch, Commanding Officer of the assault company making the
attack, was employing taree platoons in a U-shaped formation. Tlhe bottom of the U
would be his center platoon with the two flank positions echeloned out as close
up to the Jap position as possible. Colonel fleach, the Third Battalion Commander,
planned to have his air liaison officer direct the planes on the Jap strong points
for fifteen minutes of bombing and strafing and then open wi th the artillery at
point blank range. At the ~me time his mortars were to pulverize the closed in
positions. n:t a signal over the radio, the artillery and mortars would cease
firing and Burch's company would rush the Jap positions before they could recover



from the shock of the artillery barrage. Then we would do the same thing over
again, consolidating after each attack.

At 150 hours Thaki Combat Team informed Colonel Hunter that they were
engaged with the Japs and were temporarily pinned doim by mortar and machine
gun fire.

At 1530 the ruse fight at the bottom of the valley to our west got under
way. It sounded real and five minutes later the Japs started throwing mortar
fire in that direction. At 1545 the planes were circling and Lt. Paulson was
directing them on to a target not more than one hundred and fifty yards in
front of our front line. They made several passes from east to west and at
1555 they strafed and bombed the target. At 1605 our artillery opened up at
point blank range and the mortars followed in a moment. What happened next can
best be told from the SC 300 radio net that was used to actually direct the

* at-tack.,>

One hour later the wounded were on their way to hospital by plane.
Jap casualties were estimated at two hundred.

The fighting had been close and bitter but the Japs had literally been
blasted out their holes and we had advanced to within one thousand yards of the
second battalion perimeter.

At Nhpum Ga the second battalion was not doing so well. 'ihree wounded
men died during the night and one man lay to the southeast just outside the
perimeter with his entire frontal lobe exposed. The medics tried to get at him
all night but the Japs threw up flares and opened fire ;henever there was a
sound in that vicinity. The next morning we did get him out, but he died a few
hours later. There are only seventy usable animals left - the others are dead
or wounded. he won't shoot wounded animals because they stink, and they may
stop some of the lead from getting to the muleskinners' fox holes. One animal

..... has- -twenty- -six--bu-let1 holes-ivn-him-here-he-got-i-n--the--li ne-- of_-fire ... of-a Jap
machine gun.

Blood plasma is nearly out.

This morning we found that the Japs had grenaded one of our machine gun
positions at dawn and taken the machine gun. They were firing it at us for an
hour this morning - we knew because they didn't use tracer and the gun they were
firing had a lot of tracers in it. Our mortars concentrated on knocking out
this gun and got a direct hit on the fQurteenth round. It has not fired since.
Some of the men on our southwest flank captured a Jap machine gun this morning
and fired up all the ammunition they had for it.

The Japs attacked this morning from the northwvest without success. Again
at 1700 hours they made a heavy rush attack on a part of the perimeter ihich had
been manned by some muleskinners who had got out of their holes while things were
quiet. The Japs broke through the perimeter in one place for a minute but were
wiped out a few moments later by a two-man assault force throwing hanid grenades.
The hole in the perimeter was plugged but a chill swept around the perimeter as
the story got around about how close the Japs came to really getting in.
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Morale picked up considerably at about 1600 hours when the third battalion
started to attack.

About midnight at Nhpum Ga there was a little noise in the Jap perimeter
to our weat. Sergeant Matsumoto slid quietly out of his fox hole and moved
slowly towards the Jap lines where he could hear the voices a little plainer.
He returned to the perimeter with the news that he believed the Japs were
getting ready to attacik. A heavy rain had just fallen for about twenty min-
utes and the water still dripped from trees and bamboo overhead. Our perimeter
was strong on the weat flank and there was very little to do expept alert the
men and wait.

Suddenly at 0200 hours the Japs attacked - rushing madly towards the
perimeter. A wave of hand girenades weht out to meet them but some Japs actually
reached the perimeter and were killed by tommy gunners. One Jap fell dead in
the foxhole of a man he never saw. The startled Marauder hadn't seen the Jap
either as he was facing the other way. Tne slightest movement drew Lire and
even though the Japs were repulsed, not a man slept for fear a wounded Jap lay
close enough to the perimeter to shoot or throw a grenade.

They pulled the same attack again at 0430 hours Vthout success. The
Japs threw artillery off and on during the day but generally the pressure on

the perimeter was lessened, apparently by the attacks of the third battalion.
Tonight in the second battalion perimeter there were ninety seven wounded,
seventeen killed and four missing. The Japs had suffered heavy casualties.

The dead lay all about the perimeter and our snipers had picked many of them
off trying to get their dead. On the west side of the perimeter, moans could

be heard as if there was a Jap aid station in that vicinity,

rle third battalion followed the same plan today that they used yesterday

in their successful attack, -blasting pill boxes with bombs, strafing, throwing

........ -arti-l-lery, ..mortars-and-bazookafire-and ceusingAlame-thrh aThifnt-r y
follived closely occupying each foot of ground and mopping up. Then the artillery
opened again. The artillery is firing from an open position a few hundred yards
from the hill top the Japs are occupying. They could be easily hit by machine

gun fire from the Japposition.

Jap resistance has been strengthened today and the fighting is extremely
bitter and close. Ammunition, food, water and other supplies are packed up
to the Orange Combat Team from the airstrip over a steep, slippery trail.

Yesterday, after a hurry call, some 81 mim. ammunition arrived in time to help

in the attack.

The ground we took yesterday is blasted bare along the trail - every tree
is either down or chipped all over with fragments or bullets, and the banboo is
cut as if wvith a huge knife. Jap bodies were found in trees, ;tere a five
hundred pound bomb had blasted them yesterday afternoon.

This morning Lt. Yteston's intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon was in
the forefront of the attack. As t °e artillery lifted, his men rushed forward.
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Lt. weston, running down the middle of the trail, suddenly came on a Jap fox
hole With a sack over the top. He jerked the sack off to see two terrified
Japs shaking all over from the shock of the artillery so close to them. Before
he could stop he had shot both vwth his carbine, one shot for each. Later he
regretted he hadn't tried to imake them prisoners.

Mounted messengers supplementing radio and telephone communications,
gallop up and down the trail. Aid men and litter bearers move ith the front
line troops bandaging and carrying the wounded to aid stations from which they
are evacuated to the airstrip and on to a field hospital.

Captain Burch was right up with his lead platoon all through the attack.
His calm decisions when a Nambu suddenly opens up an a flank have kept his company
functioning like a deadly machine. He has taught his men the importance of moving
fast in the jungle to keep from being hit by snipers, and unlike most troops
when they are in combat areas after severe fights, Captain Burch's men keep their
heads up. He will call a man down for hitting the ground and ducking. He has
proved it is safer to see what is going on around you.

In the attack today, Lt. William E. Woomer, knowlm as "Woomer the Boomer",

platoon leader for Company K, Worked his way forward to within twenty five yards
of twJo machine guns that had been holding us up for several hours. He directed
his mortar fire onthem and had shells landing laithin twenty feet of where he
was directing the fire by SCR 300. During this he was heard to give this order
over the radio, "Deflection correct. Bring it in twenty five yarda and if you
don't hear from me, you know you came this way too far. Then shift it just
a little and you'll know you're right on it".

The guns wereknocked out in the next few rounds and Lt. Woomer was
miraculously not hurt.

6 4p;i

...- -- --- The-ap--arti-l-le-ry-f-ired--on-the--seco nd- batta-lio n-pe rimeter-at_06QO hours,
1500 and 1730 - about ten rounds each timne. The Japs made a light attack on
the northwest flank of the perimeter early this morning. We have one hundred
wounded, seventeen dead and four missing to date in Nhpum Ga. The stink of
the dead horses and men grows worse though it doesn't seem possible that it
could get worse. Water was dropped again today and the planes seemed to draw
unusually heavy ground fire. Four out of the twenty eight aid men in the battalion
have been wounded. Three men that wtere wounded and were sent back to the perimeter
after having their wounds dressed have been killed. Many of the wounded refuse
to stay in the aid station atd insist on returning to the perimeter where they
know they are sorely needed. We had planned to burn the dead horses but the smoke
would have brought all kinds of mortar and artillery fire.

The two in one helmet wh&ich so many men scorned before being under shell
fire had certainly proved its worth. There have been several instances wh&ere men
have had their helmets badly dented by fragments or shrapnel from a tree burst.

At the airstrip things are going better. The Chinese battalion from Pabura
is now in the Weilangyang area and is blocking trails to the south. They are in
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contact With the Japs at several small towns. One towM wlich was known to be
occupied by Japs w;as burned out with gasoline andoil. The planes dropped the
drums of gas and oil in the village, then strafed it with tracers to set it on
fire.

At 0830 hours we zeroed in our artillery, a battery of four heavy machine
guns, a battery of four 81 mm. mortars using H.E. heavy. We pin-pointed these
thirty yards in front of our own troops. Then we zeroed in a battery of 1m.
mortars for I.E. light about two hundred yards in front of our position and
finally zeroed in a battery of four 60 mm. mortars firing for three hundred yards
along the main trail which was the Japanese supply route.

At 0900 hours the set up for attack was the same we had used on the 4th..

Our communication set up was a little different. We had sound powered wire
to each of the twvo flank platoons - radio net from company commanders, combat
team commanders, battalion commanders and also for mortars.

Sound powered wire to the forward artillery observer was used part of the
time. The rest of the time he used SCR 300. Flares were to be used only for
an emergency - red for stop firing - green for lift firing.

The plan was to use one hundred round artillery barrage at Jap strong
points thirty yards ahead, following a dive bombing and strafing attack. Use
of the H.E. Heavy at the same point was simultaneous: H.E. Light shooting from
two hundred yards out and working back towards our ovm perimeter. 60 mm. mortars
to fire at a medium rate along the Jap supply route.

After a fifteen minute artillery barrage and seven minute 81 mm. mortar
rolling barrage the attack was to jump off under a heavy machine gun support.

At 0950 hours the attack went off exactly as planned. In the first
attack we only gained fifty yards but by adjusting the barrages on the Jap strong
points the total advance for the day was three hundred yards. ...... . ..

Three of the dead Japs found along the trail were using M-1 rifles and
one Japanese was wearing G.I. Jungle Boots.

The Japs got smart after the first barrage and ran back up the trail fifty
or sixty yards to perpared positions - then when the barrage lifted they ran back
to their weapons and opened fire. Our lead scouts noted this and after the
next artillery barrage they picked off four running back to their guns.

In Nhpum Ga the Jap artillery camre over at 0600 hours, 1500 and 1750
but Jap pressure on the perimeter has lessened considerably. Documents taken
off Jap dead indicate that we are surrounded by a reinforced Jap battalion from
the ll~th Regiment, 18th Jap Division and also elements of the 55th Japanese
Regiment.

Khaki Combat Team attacked north of Nhpum all day against heaty Jap

automatic weapons fire and emplacements. Orange Combat Team occupied the ground
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already gained. Planes dive bombed and strafed all day. Artillery, mortar
and machine gun fire were used as on the 6th but we could not blast the Japs
off the ridge. 'Ne are approximately five hundred yards from the second battalion
perimeter.

Second battalion used two combat patrols to attack the Japs but they were
pinned down by machine gun fire from pill boxes. The first battalion arrived
at the airstrip at 1700 hours after a forced march from the vicinity of Seola.
Ten in one ration was drppped to the second battalion but fell in the Jap perimeter.
The third battalion is fighting like hell to get that ten in one back. Supply
trains and armmpution dumps are working smoothly now from airstrip to third
battalion on the trail. At 1930 hours Colonel Hunter had a staff meeting. The
third battalion attacks down the trail. One combat team from the first battalion
will move northeast along the river to cut off the Japs iithdrawal. tatrols will
continue in all directions. 'he attack starts with artillery, mortar and dive
bomber support at 1000 hours for the third battalion. The litter train will be
ready to move to Nhpum Ga to evacuate the wounded .,hen the break through is made.
The Regimental forward Command Post is with the third battalion. Morale was high
when the first battalion pulled in but is even higher now.

Khaki Combat Tearn attacked all day along the main trail while Orange
Combat lean moved down to the small stream in the valley to the east and
attacked northward hitting considerable eneray resistance, but the jungle itself
was enough resistance tomake progreds very slow. The White Combat Team of the
first battalion has taken over the defense of the airstrip while a selected
group of two hundred and fifty four men and officers from the Red Combat Team
udder Captain Tom P. Senff were assigned the mission of feeling out the area
to the west of Nhpum Ga - then move to the south offering a threat to the Jap
rear. Captain Senff moved out of his bivouac area at the airstrip at 0630
hours. No animals were taken although the light machine gunZ and 60 nmn. mortar
were hand Carried - each man carried two days K ration and as much amnunition

-- as --he could-inc-luding--at-least.-two-hand grenades-per- man...---SCR -300- -..

radios were also carried. The colunn with Captain Senff at the head moved up
the trail until they were one mile north of Nhpum Ga then cut west across country,
cutting dor m a small stream and over a big nose to the area west of Nhpum that
he was to reconnoiter.

By this time he had lost five men from exhaustion and one seriously
injured from falling over a twenty foot embank ment. They were sent back
bogether. From the small river they saw Jap tracks leading to Nhpum Ga. Captain
Senff sent reconnaissance patrols to follow the tracks and to scout out the area.
They found three old paddy fields on the hillside nearby, two clearings, freshly
dug Jap foxholes and one dead Jap. They figured, inasmuch ad the Japs hadn't
buried this dead, they were not now operating in this area. After sending a
reporb by 3CR 300 to Regimental Headquarters which was with the assault units
of Orange Combat Team, he moved south guiding on the almost continuous firing
in the vicinity of Nhpum Ga.

At 1600 hours he hit a pronounced trail leading southwest. It appeared
to have been freshly used by men and animals. He sent one browning automatic
rifleman and two to mmy gunners two hundred yards in each direction to block the
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trail. Then turning to the north he moved slowly and cautiously toward Nhpum.
It 1610 he was fired on by three Japs about eight hundred yards from Nhpum Ga.
bte returned the fire and sent a reconnaissance patrol through the area. They
returned with nothing to report, except some recently dug positions down the
trail toward the river. lie left one platoon as a permanent block on that trail
and moved to the southwest again at 1650 hours in an effort to get high ground
for our bivouac area. At 1815 hours Captain Senff bivouaced eight hundred and
fifty yards from Nhpum Ga on an azimuth of 240 degrees. The stench from dead
animals and men near the perimeter was very bad. He put in a perimeter defense
and dug in blocks across a pronounced foot path leading through the bviouac
area. At 2250 hars a four man Jap patrol moving north on the foot path was
fired on by a Browning automatic rifle - only three rounds were fired and the gun
jammed. The Japs threw a grenade and a brief fight ensued. The Japs withdrew.
The casualties were one officer (Lt. Johnson) killed. The rest of the night was
quiet.

In Nhpum Ga there had been no heavy fighting all day. he enemy artillery
fired only a few rounds and they made no serious attacks although occasional
machine gun and mortar fire broke the quiet. Major Rogoff totaled his casualties
and found that he had twenty five dead, one hundred and three wounded to date but
it was possible others would be found when a muster could be held. In Colonel
Hunter's field order for today he said, "The siege of Nhpum Ga All fall by noon
today". Although there had been heavy fighting all around them, the seige still
held at 1630 hours and the men in the perimeter wondered, "How long?"

A%ral!

Captain Senff's column was up at dawn expecting some action but no Japs
showed up. He sent a patrol one hundred yards south on the foot path to investigate
the firing during the night. They returned with a Jap trenchcoat, four boxes of
cooked rice balls, each box holding enough to feed a platoon. The rice balls
lobked like a baseball. At 0530 hours a twelve man Jap patrol hit the perimeter
from the south. Lt. 4cElmurry uickly set up a machine gun..... qr mciegn aptain Senff worked

-__.two s quads forwar-d-ith--rif le-g-reandes be cause .. it -was--too- close-in--for- mortars. ...-....
A fire fight developed and two Marauders were wounded. Then snipers opened on
the perimeter from the northwest. Our men sprayed the trees they were thought to
be in with tommy guns and the snipers were not heard from again. At 0655 hours
Captain Senff moved his company southwest across an old paddy field grown high
in elephant grass. He left his Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon in pmsition
at the bivouac area to block the trail and evacuate his wounded. After moving
five hundred yards southwest from the perimeter, harassing fire opened from the
northwest, northeast and due south. It seemed to be coming from the direction
of the main trail between Nhpum Ga and Kauri. Colonel Hunter called Colonel Caborne
on the SCR 300 radio and ordered Captain Senff back to the Bivouac area where hehad spent the night. (eight hundred yards from Nhpum Ga. )

Captain enff moved back and dug in. His orders were to hold this block
and contact the enemy to the north. At 0900 hours his block drew harassing fire
from the north and northeast. It was not aimed fire and the Japs threw in some
mortar fire covering the approach to the main trail. At 13>0 hours one of his
combat patrols (one scuad) moving to the north to contact the Jap perimeter was
fired on by six automatic weapons dug in. We suffered no cauualties. At 1230
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the Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon reported that they had got the wounded
back to our first block. It took them five hours wheras wie had walked it wtithout
wounded in one hour. Captain Senff decided not to push north as he would have
suffered bad casualties from the Jap automatic weapons and the evacuation for
wounded men was so difficult, and because there ;,ere Jap positions one hundred
and fifty yards from his perimeter.

He sent three man reconnaissanee patrols to the south, east and south-
west. The patrol to the southwest reported the trail to the water hole was
open so he let one squad from each platoon go after water. It took one hour
and fifteen minutes for the round trip. The patrol to the southeast reported
no action but returned with t-o loads of rice balls, each load weighing about
fifteen pounds. At 1345 hours we fired on four enemy near the southea0st side
of the perimeter - killed two and drew no return fire. It appears that they
followed our reconnaissance patrol back.

At 1400 hours Lt. W1illiam Lepore's platoon reported movement, talking
and animals neighing two hundred and fifty yards to the northeast in a d 0ep
draw. Captain Senff checked with the second and third battalions over the SCR
300 to see if they had anything in that position. They reported they had nothing
in that direction. Captain Senff then gave orders to mortar and machine gun
the draw. At 1600 hours Captain Senff got a message that a patrol from the
ground battalion had contacted our trail block two hundred and fifty yards northwest
of the second battalion perimeter, and that we had one killed and one missing.
At 1620 Captain Senff pulled his guns back after mortaring and machine gunning
the draw and at the same time a Jap mortar barrage from the ridge to the east
opened on an area two hundred yards to the northeast of our perimeter on the
approach to the draw. Japs screamed and hollered so it looked as if the Japs
figured we were attacking and they mortared the area - hitting their own troops.
At about this time the Jap artillery opened fire from Kauri on our artillery
position one hundred yards north of Nhpum Ga. Our artillery forward observer
officer asked us Over the SCR 300 if we could locate the Jap guns. Captain Senff
reported the probable location of the guns; then he moved his radio to a clearing

-... on._ some high. gr-ount-herehe-c.ould. .obs.e ve. .o.ur.-artiller--y-ire__droppi_ngfo-ur--
hundred yards short of the target. He corrected that over the radio and we threw
a heavy barrage on and around the Jap artillery. No more was heard from them.
Booby traps going off ,as the only thing disturbing a good sleep tonight.

At the airstrip Father Stuart held mass at 0700 hours and further up the
trail the Orange and Khaki Combat Teams continued to attack. The attack was
strange - the Japs were full of tricks but today they didn't answer our fire
except occasionally a sniper would take a shot. We continued to blast our way
through and at 1000 hours our lead scouts reported dead Japs everywhere. At 1210
our lead scouts thought they were near the second battalion perimeter. Over theradio Colonel Beach askeu Colenel McGee to fire three spaced shots from the north
edge of his perimeter along the trail to be answered by three shots from our lead
scouts.

Five minutes later all was quiet. We listened - then suddenly three shots
rang out and a minute later three more shots. Mao dBrgs haiCma
Commander, was right behind the lead scouts and he walked into the second battalion
perimeter - lifting the siege they had been under for ten long, bitter hard. days.
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He walked through a scene of desolation worse than he had ever seen on
Guadalcanal or New Georgia - hundreds of Japs, dead for a week, were stinking

everyAhere - dead horses twce their normal size with maggots and flies by the
m*illion all over them. Finally he reached Colenel McGee's Command Post, a series
of two man Fox holes dug out of the rock and red clay 'in the side of Nhpum Ga.

Colenel. McGee, smiling, Said, "Sure am glad to see you, Ed."
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