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P BRIAD ER ALFRANK D. WRILL, DCONERECE 10W At

20 SEPTEMBER 1944

I. PATROLLING. With regard to patroliing we used mounted horse patrois

extensively, even in areas which were not especially 
ood for mounted patrols,. I

found in many instances that the foot patrols just couldn't do the jobs requind. .

After seeing the results obtained many times, the infantry battalion comman.ers

desire at.least a mounted platoon in each battalion. In connection with our use

of mountbed patrols-we found that due to the greater speed attained they could*stt1
up their radio and take the time to send decent and adequate messages, whereas

N with our regular infantryfoot patrols, for good communication results, you have

/ td send signal corps personnel with it. The mounted patrol can set up its radio.

quickly, take advantage of its mobility and make the little time that is lost at,

times pay":off in good communications.
2. USE C! HORSE CAVALRY. We are now arriving in country where horse cavaiw

2 o eUSEOHREaadvanteinga reoa____

could be used toagreat advantage. The type of country now being aproached is
spairsely wooded areas or lightly wooded hills. Roughly, it is_ the same way when
you get into China- good open rolling country which is just what is needed :

rapid envelopments end getting behind the Japs. It is the type of country whib

permits mounted troops doing the job much faster and better than dismOunted tt-opl.

It might be of interest to know that General Stilwell asked for an entire ca .y

division (mounted) about a year and a half ago. In general, we ran into. some
situations in which you could not employ horse cavalry, mounted, but in those

situations the requirements were for dismounted troops'with pack transportation.

Then you have the choice of dismounting the horse cavalry - which it is very cap-

able of doing - or adding enormous amounts of pack animals and equipment to infan-
try formations and taking a long time to train n that after allof
the time taken for training, they are not doing
cavalry would. In the open country horse recon
well.. As a matter of fact we made an effort to

I of reconnaissance troops of the mountain divisio
4 platoons of the pack type with full communications inc u e
sort would be invaluable. I had no Tables of Organization at all for animals.
secured what I could, at one time having over 140 animals. 'We used these anmmAls
on some of our long marches. When we first started to use them the infantry bat-
talion commanders didn't think too much-of the idea but after a few of the '.tripm,
especially when we were about halfway through a march, they were oertainly glad n
had them and all wanted to know if I couldn't get more. Animals. also provided a
good means of messenger service. In all, we used dismounted trooPs on three--majo
envelopments. TWo of these could have been made by mounted troops and .saved-much
pbysica!. hardship on the men to say nothing of the difference in timewhich coud

, have been gained. ...

3. IETAILS cF AN OPERATIE4. (See Sketch No. i, attached). The.C r f, ba

f or sometime bee carrying out operations against the jap fortified pos!%ittMA
shown on sketch. The Japs had been in there for about IS months andnf
pretty strongly. The Chinese were having difficulty with their oprtt ti I& .- at /..

this time it was decided to send us in 'to assist with the job. #0 star$ ::" ... •-;..-

march from here (indicated on sketch) around the Japanese right flank to 4: '

(Point A); we pulled a feint here and left 40 mounted men back to make p t.
firing noise to deceive the Japs and with the main body continued on
mile march to this point-(Point B) where we engaged the enemy in a big
successfully acdomplshed our mission. We b~ocked two roads and a t
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trails. I then moved my 3d battalion to this area and we had quite a fortunate

stroke of luck at this point ,(Point C). We moved in, tapped the Jap main telephxe

tines and. listened in on thei" orders, The Japs ordered a withdrawal across the

river and 48 hours later .started crossing the river at this point (Point D) 
MY 3

battalions were located here while the bulk of the Jap division was 
coming south

to cross the river. I was weak in men, but my weakest point was in trying to move

them around. This is where we could have done twice as good a job with mounted

troops. I could have gained something in here but due to the fact my men 
were so

tired and on foot, I couldn't maneuver them as I desired and had to 
be content wit

the job we had already done. We got about 4500 Japs in this engagement - in one

small area we counted 435 bodies. At one point in the river where the Japs were

crossing we had 36 machine gunS sited on them - you can imagine how many we got at

that spot. The water in this area actually "ran red".

4. DETAIS.CAN OPERATIG. (See Sketch No. 2, attached.) The Japs were

here in very heavily fortified positions. We knew they were pretty strong at these

points as they had been organized in this area for over a year. 
The defense posi-

tions were really good ones. We went into the area for action with one American

battalion, one Chinese infantry-regiment and one Chinese battery 
(pack). We also

sent in two other American battalions =athese outfits put in a 
good roadblock here

(A & B). The Jap general reserve for the area was in KANAING. While this opera-

tion (movement to A) went off without incident - it couldn't have been done.

horse troops the other part (movement to B) of tion woul

soup for mounted troops. One battalion in this f N> i e wS,

point B) marched 75 miles in three days over bad .

reserves here (KAMAING), I shoved a skeleton for 'briis. V
them at KAMAING. It put out light blocks on the-Mr sr(

on sketch at Point C) and then settled down to watch what was happening. 
We had

another piece of good luck during this operation as one of the men captured a Jap

Major. We found out then that two-of the reserve battalions were moving on 
the

north trail south of C and that they had instructions to get to D and attack the

flank of the Chinese 5. days later. -Yj decision then was to pull back to E. I had

two batteries of lOSs and a regiment of 75s but I realized I did not have 
enough

power to stay in there. I pulled out and got back and blocked this two battalion

affair. This action was a good example of the lack of mounted troops when they

were so much needed. We could have done a much better job with mounted troops.

My real difficulty in this action was getting from B to E (sketch) before 
the Japs

did. We got to E and they hit us three hours later from the trails from the 
south,

We attacked these battalions and chased them back.. Later we drove the Japs out of

the area. We made a couple of envelopments during the action but with mounted

troops could have done a more successful job. This holds true for several other

instances in the theater.

5. Notes.

a. American. The American regiment changed the whole attitude of the

Chinese and.got them to fighting. They redlly got into good shape after witness-

ing the Americans because the Chinese don't like to lose face by not 
doing as well

as the Americans. General Stilwell would rather have one regiment of infantry

than thousands of liaison officers or planners. The Chinese pay lit tle attention

to liaison officers. All our wounded were evacuated by air; there being no case

when I didn't get them out.
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Chinese.. The two Chinese regiments engaged In the ae d~t~
1942 but four days after their arrival in our area they peortst a
of the boys we trained.

6.General Merrill concluded by stating that the ArnW Ground Fordestnta4
ing doctrines were sound and had been proven soUnd in combat, Wha nod4( is «
sound basic training. Applied with common sense there is no difficulmty i a4&Pt,,
ing-it to conditions in CBI.

T4'

During a later discussion General Merrill made the following comwnts of
interest to Army Ground Forces:

1.. Pack-artillery would be in .great demand in large operations inloW*
Burma due to the difficjty in transporting heavier artillery into aridwitk4n
area.

2. Personnel whish.he-had received from,the United Statesa b 4

Cwtbbean without combat experience has performed generally better th ..i

received from other, divisions with previous combat experience. (Generfd Zewrifl
attributed this to superior basic training of the personnel received from tt&
'United States and from the Caribbean.)
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