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Extract:

QGWGLID&T X{s’ﬁ GF PERIW

. Coordinatiom botmn tmis: m& mmt; n jungle fighting proved teo
be inadequete in this atbtack. Under cever of smoke, the tanks moved up
to the line which was to be held., Several pillbexas were reduced by
the tanks eoting alone, but many more bLypassed or the cocupants took
sholter behind jungle masses and large banyan-roots. When the infantry-

‘moved in, they were szet by fire from ell directions. When the occnvention~ .

al type of attack with a tank spearhead was found unsuibted fer the Jungle,
inmediate training was instituted to devise & tank-infentry team for '
local offensive aetima. From these studies were developed a teamof

medium and light ﬁmks and infantry. Visibility within the tank is
limited at best, eaud in the dense jungle growbth, it was found to have
vieibility not to exceesd five yBrds im fromt, amd two or three yards

on the flanks. Thus, to direct « tank, it was necessary to have a

- guide who trailed the tamk carrying a phome with a lime running into the

turrst. A signal light replased the bell om the phone im the tank, and
the guide, protected by the tank., would direet it by olosing the mteh

and tenim, tho touk oomanﬁw which way to maneuvers
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TBE ATTAGK OF HILL 369

Japs were at.ﬂ.l behmd tha,t vortion of tha *zree thatz s’ci}.l retmaimd

standing and at which a bm mortar, gdapted to. thrw gans of gaso‘line,
fired at ibs base. , :

% ' S

v

A most mgenieus f‘lanw threwer was used. to reduce the pillbexes. oo
Warrant Officer ROBERI P, Va WTIN and Chief Petty Officer JUHW T, SEAWE,
USNR, connected 200 feet of pipe to & drum of gasoline to which oxygenm
pressure was applm&. Bnaking the pipe to a position nins feet from .
the Jap~held pillbox, the valve was opened, the fuel spraying the bex., )

The fuel was then .’sgni,be& oy mesns of & WP grenade.
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CONSOLIDARION OF PERIMETER

Fla had proven ﬁaeit worth on NEW GEORGIA, and'wei‘e used

~ in the attac‘: efzo dpguary. These weapons, while a valuable ad Junet
to infantry, must be handled by trained men who are thoroughly familiar

with the intriecacies of maintenance and repair. The characteristie
silhouette of the flame thrower makes its operater extremely vulnerable,
and he must take every advantage offered by the terrain, and he must be
protected by small arms. Bvery effort was made to gpeed the training

of men in the appliecation and operation of this weapon. The 37th Infantry
Division trained a flame thrower squad of eight men from each battalion
ammunition and pionmeer platoon, while in the Americal Division a flame
thrower platoon of 41 men divided into six squads of six men each with
two fleme throwers to the squad was organized. In each squad the leader

. and one other man ecarried and operated the flame throwers, protected by

tvo BAR men and bwo men armed with shotguns. The sssistant squsd leader
was responsible for the maintensnce of the egnipment and repair, and did

not accompany the squad into combat except for substitution,
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