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: ERS 50718 PARACHURY TNFANTAY

@n%. ARMY
3 June 1945.
SUBJE0T: Letter of Transmittal.
0 s 'aamanﬁing General, 17th asirborne Division,

'&?G 6%3; U8 ﬁﬁﬁyo

: 1. Porwarded herewith are tha fallawing documents
requested in Qirvewlar No. 32, Paragraph II, &eaﬂqu&wﬁar&
15%h U.8. Army, dated 28 april 1§4=:

y &+ Report on Strength, Casuslties, Awaraa and
Decorations, and Key Personnel.

B Historieal Report of 507th Combat ?a&m from
1 May 1945 to 9 May 1945, inclugive~-

o 8¢ B=3 Periodic ﬂﬁparts Hos. 35 to 43,inclusive.

v 4o 5+2 Periedie Raparta from 1 Hay ta 9 Hay,
inelusive.

v 8« Extracts from 8.3 Journal from 1 Hay to 9 Hay
inclusive.

EDSO¥ D. BAPP,
Colonel, 5%0Tth ?armehuta Infantry,
f-? ommand iﬁg .
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The Tirst of Mey found the 507Tth Combat Team in the
environs of Zapen, Colonel 2dson D. Ref? wns Commending
Officer of the Lssen Zeotor snd the persovnnel of the Reglment
wus ascting under hinm in verious cspsoities nevessary for the
adninistration of military government to Meplaced ?@rm@nﬁ,
Priswonsrs of War, snd Gerasn eivﬁ&&gns

On the first day of the month the %@ﬁiﬁﬁ of %ﬂ&wﬁg*fivw
Russian slave workers were exhumed and reburied by e labor
party &ﬂ&?ﬁ&ﬁﬁ of ﬁbﬁ leading siviliane sbill remaining in
the city. & large erowd of forelgn wmwkﬁxa and German
eivilians witneseed this ceremony. A% 2400 bours on the
2nd of Hay the #Figbmxg Bridge becsme the Port of Entry ﬁ%w
this area. PFrom this , :f no divilian was m&%@waé e
oroes the Hbine or any other bridge in the Jlvision ﬁ@@&;
and the people orossing at the Port of Intry were reguired
%o have 2 militery pass as well as s medloal certifieate.

Un the 3rd the 3rd Battalion aoved Lts 0P o ite present
location in order to be moye centrally located in relatione
ship to the UP cumps they were ﬁ&iﬁ@&iﬁiﬂgi At this tipme
work started om the separation of UP's into campe by aaﬁi@aw
ality., This mlso had the effect of w@éa&i&g the am&k&x of
oamps in the seotor and also simplified aﬁanﬁim%rati@n
detaila. ’«"

Un the 5th of Bay rﬁyaﬁr&a%i@n 54 @raﬁaﬁ a&& Pelgian
LP's began. Twenty truck loads were sent ﬁff this day. A%
this time the Uorps’ ¥P's took over the w@gumaﬁiaﬁ of
traffic over sll bridges in the area. ”ﬁ&ﬂ%@ﬁiﬁﬁ the 6%h
of day, & survey was started %o anaavar ‘sny allded F¥'s in
the avea. Hospitals, Jails, etm., wors aarwfﬁlzy searohed,

#lso, from this dey on no ﬁaﬁaiﬁag were to be tried for any
éffense. ,

)7079
(/?m Zr’ /

Ero—(Los ) AME TLLE



- were taken into sustody by German soldders who allowed the

was yy@@regﬁamg aa%iai&#%@xﬁiy. @ﬁa,%xﬁ%&am arigiﬁg x&ig@&w@
to this setivity was that many of these people Bad remsingd
living with German oivilians,prospted by the comparative
privacy and comfort afforded in individusl houses as opposed
%0 living in DP cemps. As & vesult, those liviag in priveie
homas had not registered and were not prepared $¢r ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁ«
&5 wwwé of repatriation epread, more and more DP's were

ing themselves in daily. Thie complioated movement plans
and awelled our populution of DP's., Efforss were x&&a&%&aﬁ |
to corral these people and send them home.

An investigation by the 8-2 Section revealed the fate of
three /imerivsn avistors who parschuted into Essen, These men

em t0
be horribly beasten by enrsged eivilians and 'finslly, when they
ware more dead then slive, thrown off a bridge and drowned in
the river below, ’

4 continnous ﬁaraaﬁzag was begun to xxné Bussian ﬁwﬁwaﬁ@wa
of War who might have been lost amongst the [P's. They were
segregated and placed in Camp ¥o. 20 under Russian ofticars,
Prepuration was atarted to plant gardens in the various np esnps

88 800n ap Seed could be obtainmed., On the 9th of Hay seven

Russlan DP's were apprehended raiding s farm south @f ?@é%ﬁ&g\
end they olsimed they oane Trom ?albar%‘
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nuriﬁg the day of April lst very little asetion took Plaece.
‘%h&g.paria& uas ‘spent - in.aating a8 8 au&u&iﬁy tarea, hﬂlﬁi&@
altern for @he IIX cazya whieh h&é 1its E@uéqaartaws in this
‘tavnq During the éay the ealy aiv&raian from ordinsry house-
. keeping routine was desultry arty snd 8/a fire ‘eoming from the ’
L umwlliwa@mw 3&rengpmia% whioh haﬁ &avelapea a@rems ‘the river
' south of town where the enemy had been foreed into s small
‘»",p@@k&% knﬁwman us una ﬁha forees caming up fr@m the 3@uth amﬁ ,
. west, which the 3rd Bn holding off with little difficulty. We
4 word from Commodore 5 thst qvary effort was being made
invﬁiw) to get us'relieved and reattached to the Div,
8 time was prup&wﬁb3 to cn&ar Ean&ex with the sth
foa Brigm&a., L

0 xmril 3@& we sas aut wntehod ahamﬁ one haur tﬁ
[-uxitiah Double Summer Time wh&@h wcnﬁ i»ta effect
”"fwﬁ were f@@lLfly relieved from the XIX Corps and
w r& almr%ad ‘to move to the l?nh.ﬁav zone of ?iw‘z.’By-
¢ 2nd Bn was 1n.p@sitian @atﬂi&a of Munster (ﬁ,aﬁh) amﬁ
JH,‘tal CP was st 'Mecklenbeek, & suburb to the south of
. At 1700 the order was given for . ,‘fﬁma to oeeupy
»ea &n ﬁmnatorg %hn aagimmatal 6? wsﬁ“@w m@v&a 1n&¢

\
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sﬁﬁmmammx.QM¢wmmm1w%*@“

- enlisted men. mfs waﬁml :

3 boxes of w&m&ws and appxw 1 riﬂw‘ %ha ma ﬁn mmmaﬂ
that em squﬁ eqpme& 8 mp uctaxy. :

an ﬁw Mh of Ayril at an tm m $a Nand %m mem

'mmmg ten 88's ané tmxs%y ms with plenty of am&mﬂ.ﬁau
along a gemrml line %9718»?6572@. ‘ﬂm position was mﬁmca.
At 1115 the Bns were wde;na to aammbla their units m mebih

: mmwe,w maintain mtmsﬁs and emahat psﬁmls, mﬁ to. be
R m@mﬂﬂ to use theix* reserves wlmmmr and wmﬂwsr tm
el ,_;5"' tuation warrented such setion. At 963717 the muwmg

- enemy m‘amiel was tmmaz aﬁ.gm; am, three m".m AR guns,
: hmuhﬁ mEgs, two sound devices, ma ange ﬁaﬁm‘ :
m awm .w& riﬂm.‘ ‘P;*hn 88s end mge were éasm’wwﬁ

: 1 to h ‘twe rwmmya m
"’mm wahm '

‘ eft ; : ﬂhw, .1y
M‘Mr ms, &nf@mum was reeeiv, m& mm wpen m" awwal
4n the Dinslsken area (our dentmmwn) we would be at%wmﬁ
to the IVI Corps. The E@gimeﬁﬁ 3&@@&& @rf for tk@v aw are
.'_m ‘the fanw-% g 1 ]




At this time thm aagimanxal m&m Tan along the. mﬂrth bmak
of ﬁhn Rhine-Herne Canal from the w&at hannﬁmwy of the 513%&
PIR @t waarainaﬁns 410222 west to a hriﬁge at #Bﬁ@ﬁ@ wh&ah was
the dnntarn boundsry of the 35th Div. At 05&@ on the Tth- of
>&9w11 the T79th Div bngnn its att&ak thraush the positions of
the 5§$h<31v &a our immediste left. Our formation at this ﬁzme
”waa 3rd Ba on the right , lst Bn on the left. At Qﬁﬁﬂ, to
_ea&naxda with the. 3um@@£f of the T9th a 4nmanueratian was put
‘on by our front line Bns to aet as a feint for the 79th's

"“7{*;;\at%mnka This petion proved suecessful as it drew fire from the

~ aﬁ& a great deal et‘activi%y ocecurred ia‘the area to our

'Ijj_amwwaxata front. By 0915 the 79th had resched phase line ailay -

. which mesnt thet the bridgehead hed been successfully estsblished
a,‘“f‘{**meﬁ it was pﬁ&aibla to begin work on the bridges. A Bm cos'

"'.cjf:wm&@&ag was held aa 1130 during whieh Colenel Raff graawat«d the

m&@a@ea plen for the E@g&m@&tal attack. ?ha plan in general
qtﬁmt the 2nd Bn now in reaarva would eross the wmmal in the
'k seetor and attaek west to the front of the gr@asat lst Bn
”,gxg th&@ wiaaning the bxi&g@haad and at the ﬁam@ kimg pm@ta@%~:'
the right flank of the 315th Inf (the unit on our immediste

.:?;iﬁﬁﬁil ‘When the 1st Bn's front was eovered on the aeuth gide of

~the ¢anal 1% wes to wevert to r&gimamxal reserve. To ,Qﬁ;;;i
- ‘expedite this plan and to taka sdventage of the enemiels pre-
o eﬁ@atie& with the at%sﬁking &1?&%&@&, &hmriet 6 arﬁa%&ﬁ ﬁhm
3rd Ba to establish a small bridgebead in their mome and if
@ﬁ#a&bla to establish an OPIR on the seuth side of &h@ @am&i i
1‘$y 2155 the srd Bn royartaa that » bri&gah@aé ‘had haam aaﬁm@l&ahaﬂ*ﬁ
with 11 prisoners tsken. Occasional s/a snd srty fire was
_am@ariauaaa in the sres around the bridgehead, The enemy appeared

%0 be probia@ to find au& our weait&ans, etraag%h anﬁ in%ea%iana.l.ﬂ

At 0400 the. Bra Bn.eumb&t ya&ral puﬁh@é ‘geroes the brx5ﬂf
latu on the a&@h% of thm ?th. becanme 1@?@1?0& in =8 aeri@uﬁ x&ra
_»;*ﬂ% aﬁaima& uapatiar forees. Concern was folt for this ﬁﬁtwﬁl
and s contaet. patrol was mam& out ﬁa tiaa it. At thim aaaﬁtnxé
~ the ‘bridgehead was mainﬁminaﬁ by ﬁu@ platoena and wae hapfﬁ ,
-'tﬁ@ﬁﬁ@&?ﬂﬁﬁa@kﬂ& and subjeated to m@&a&aﬁely h@avy mwty fire.
' %@&&a&ie fighting wasg @anﬁiwweﬁ sereoss the esnal pmahably in- f
- volving our sombat pstrel but no more specifie informstion
- vhﬁwef be snthewaﬁ.v ﬁayt&i@ Regar, ﬁegtl %—ﬁ, who hed &@@amyan&eﬁ
‘-:°wha patrol was found dead ana the vody was hreught ‘baek aeross
) si&w aaam&.,,_ -
Cheriot 6 awﬂawmﬁaeh@ 2nd Bn seross ﬁne aanmx in the ?9%%_
'sL t¢x~%6 m;&; a&aﬁww 4 and take up g@a&tx@n.aa.zha i&tﬁ $1mnkiz
a.ftaa au& &m. 'qﬂﬁ]%,a-ammﬁ zaae n@ux,” snmfaaﬁa. xn tna




meantime sporadie aetivity had been flering up about the 3rd
 Bn bridgehead. This eonsisted of sounterattacks and erty
fire. At no time was our position in this area seriously
thxaaﬂcamﬁ. At 1900 Lt. O Rourke flew over the srea where the
. loat pa%xel had been aant anﬁ‘wienaaﬁué %huﬂr capture by a vma%ly
~ superior force of enemy. Later these men were retaken in the
Buhr Pocket and we learned that thay had finally run out of
_]aama this baing fnreaa to snrranﬁez, being aﬂmplately ﬁarramn&aa
snd two miles ﬁecy into enemy held ground. On the 9th of A@ril
" the let sod £nd Bns continued to attack west until a linkup was
, “m&&c #ith the 3rd Bn bri&geha&a which by now had been firmly
. established. The regimental sone was now expsnded south to .
. the Berne Canal. Upon eompletion of this task the 2nd Bn took
~=“ :{f over the. entire srea ra%iavzag the 1:% 4in their sone aaﬁ the
B %wa mz mmm /the 5rd Bn of the 5&5%.. .

. On %ha 10th at 1245 two 3eep pa@t@ia, mamxis&&m@ af five
amah, were nlerted to go into the City af Essen snd left
30 A% 1?@0 they ?&tfo”aﬁ ragawtzag no resistance met.
1800 ﬁhmw&a% 6 issued the following order: *?h&& &ut&)“.v
will be relieved by elms of the 155 AT Bn amﬁ.will proceed to -
. Essen, seise, secure snd defend the eity. The 605 TP Bn will
;T<4¢@g;)f‘a¥ the regiment. The 2nd Bn will amauﬁy the aawtharn
. porsion of the eity and will tske the left rosd leading into -
" %own. The lst Bn (less "C" Co) will teke the centrsl route
and oecupy the ‘southern seetion of the w;&y.,.”c“ ﬁe wili
\ yw@aﬂad into town after dark with a ﬂﬂm&aﬂy ax tanks which
 are on thaxx‘way t¢ us snd will join us there. The 5rd Bn
, will take the eastern rosd and kﬁlﬁ the eastern sector of ﬁ@wm
Bns wzll move out at 19@!.. &ea&a of raap@an&bil&%ys right
- flank 2nd Bn, eenter lst Bn end left flenk 3rd Bn. At 1500
the Bns 1@1& their g@ai&i@aﬁ BB &ﬂh&ﬂﬁl&é‘bﬁiﬁg relieved by ,
 3€%§$ Ay C&D 63 the lﬁﬁﬁh AT Bn. &t 2230 Co "B @@‘%%& é&&ﬁh '
%& n jeinaﬁ us as mentioned 4in the ?&ala.@w&ar.,,,ﬂ
4 The 6&«%@@%&@@ of t&a Ca&y of Besen was aamvaaﬁfal ané by
'_19§§$ ‘on the morning of the 11th we had instruetions to. move
L v;ﬁm at @?ém; The Baa moved auﬁ on timc and’ by‘neen the eiﬁy
£ Hulhedim Bad been t@&aa maﬁ 'S hrﬁégsﬂaa& secured scross the
Ay ' burg P&%vala were sent dack ﬁnraugh
'7f¢95 imnt ﬁmssa& awa» to. pdek up or flush out snmy enemy
E porning. A pl&%@@n had m@vwé forward from
»TQ;}GﬁkaQ anﬁ maa @&ampﬁiag the town of $@a;@mm._l
evening st 2@%@ ar&g of iarg& saiibr& %&g&m f&lliag
1dgehesd at mmm. - 2

......




showt t&w night of %xﬁ«’;i z_]:‘r mzmm ar- .y'%_‘?&il
| emvirons, Much of this seemed o be inter-
| awmm fire falling eround the bridgenesd. There was maa E
s peoulder type shell falling in the oity proper, which emmf |
| mo% be idemtified. It was of large calibre and seemed to-
T detonnte with o double report leading $o the bellef that the
 gunhed a very slow muzsle ‘veloeity (the grﬁpe&&ing charge e
. and the amwm@t améabln s&mnitaaaem&ly) or that the’ san was o
'\"@%@aaa&aﬁ very a&ama at hama and wae firing ﬁirwet fire &at@
| tho avea or that this was seme kind of @ mew shell (our S-2
"‘j;Awﬁmayﬁaé @ampwaaaaﬁ eir shells $¢un& 1a tha area).
 In the merning st 0800, Gomdr 6 ordered the regiment ama .
;7fg$uaakwmg za v&ew of the £a¢ﬁ that our yrier-r@@»nnaiaauaaa hed i
2 ﬂ7f .@haﬁ ﬁh&a a&ty was a plum ripe for the ﬁ%@kﬁﬁ@ﬁ ﬁbmavwr. '
",[a of plana a&nﬂawﬁﬁ and at %?1& thm #ﬁ@#ﬁa;@ﬁ aga&wm&

| ,m&%ﬁa @uu é&cy »a%raia ﬂ%&ﬂk had a&rmaﬁx laft for %h& w&ﬁw,mmﬁﬁ
- at 1030 %hoy ragar%ud back, having gone %o the %ﬁﬁmkﬁr@m of
) 5@&&@&&@ without ;@ymag;ariag any myﬁaaiﬁiaa,aaﬁ kr%,vquv back
a German captain of the medicel corpe who claimed the city had
been «vnamaﬁaé of #wﬂaya and th@ﬁ #hﬁ Bwrgarms&a@wr had &«fﬁ e
~ the aay before. Chariot 6 awﬁaraﬁ the arty not to f&rs into
| mm:m and requested our neighboring waits to do the seme,
| A &15@ an order was received trwm 3mﬂr 6 the text of ,‘:‘
which follows: The 507tk GF will take over a line on the Ruhr
~River from the mwm of “the Rhine-Herne Canal (3372.?3) ou
the north to a point QMWM} on the am River to the wm:a
aaa aaw% of the awea, Keep the. bulk of tha r@simﬁnﬁ an mnhile
"ruaorvw and be yruparaé to e»untgraa%aek anamy 3@&0%#@%&@& in |
the a@ﬁﬁﬂxg ,A%; hﬁwa the 605 m Ea‘axﬁau*ﬁ, (3 fixi&g ﬁan).
' z@mw'&am$a uila he r&ieaﬁnd smmatzme taﬁaw. ‘Fo ﬁ@rmmi wﬂlaax
to be mmﬂa with un&ﬁa in the eeotor wn are ﬁam&ag evmm, .




| A% 1345 the City of Duisbure surrendered te Lt. Bennett
and & patrol he was 1@&&&@@ Tha aalenal in command of the ;
aiﬁy ordered all pali@e to aarrenﬁer to the 5@7%h €T and to o
maintain law aad order, A smell outpost was left in D@Asbarg )

to. aia %hg pol&ae in,keepiag erﬁar pnd the German colonel was

‘brought back %o mumm to the 507th CP. At 1610 Colonel Raff

isigaﬁﬁ the farﬁal anaap%aaaa ﬁf the mnrrander of the ai%y of
SRRt B@&a&m@g hy %&lenni Eau ampe
: was then sent back to his oity and kis destiny, The GT was mow.

mpey the Gamman @&??%‘?ﬁ?a‘ @alﬁnex'rﬁﬁwf

pying ite some as erdered snd the 3rd Bn was in Bredeney as
;@ﬁa& masnrvaa ?$gﬁ$$ng flared up in ﬁh& arﬁﬁ ahaﬂx ﬁ%raea

© on the south side of the river. This remsine
- 7hma‘£@r a@wsral éaya ﬁu@ ﬁma@,¢1;<-»»w fa

' *5fj_$ @@ our y&a&%&@n&

ource of anoyance until the pocket
""ﬂﬁﬁda' @ha 1st Bn wam ordered to ocoupy Eaxahavga

@R ﬁﬁﬂ 13%& @f Aﬁ@iz at @33' thﬂ 184tk Glider 3&@%&&&%

‘;*7-;%agau to alaae in ﬂnlhaim‘ %ha bridge st %&rﬁ@a wes taken a@ﬁ
8 emall 9arty ma&ﬁﬁaﬁmaﬁ 8 hri&@ahaué on tha ﬁaaxﬁ ayy@ﬂaﬁh‘
'Aﬁtivaﬁnﬂ no éﬂﬁhﬁ hy ﬁhia how of &ggrenaivnnﬁﬁm about the -
vh@iaga, mnr#aw and axty fire fﬁll a@nﬁiﬁneaaly thwaﬂgwaﬁ.ff ‘ﬂ  '
day. fThe %mams were w&mh%@y mrrma that we were pf& enning
%o widen wr m»mwmm ®% this point and stteck through this
”W al@h@,.
"waa %o hold a large ﬁ@f&mo*
’ap fram %&w south %@ ﬁlﬂén ﬁ@ ﬁh&ﬁ m@m&; %aaka and SP guna

we haﬁ aﬁ ia#&m&i@m @t &aiag 80 f@x @mr m&aai@a
and to mmi% Tor tha mni%w war%img

wwra a@&a im Q[ﬁs area and & rmyart r&e&ivuﬁ fr@m PUs takan

 in the maw@rmm indlcated that the pamamz holding this
 area eonsisted of ﬁalkaﬁu@m kept in line by 'S ham&ful of pera-
 %&@@@0@% and $$ men, The f{?t?ﬁg

of a mine shaf -
~£t_rv2nﬁﬁe&%@& &%&ﬁ the gi,ﬁl&ﬁ@ﬁ 4in %k“ “rﬁ“

&z &Bﬁﬁ ﬁh@ y&a@a@m k@&ﬁ&ﬁg the. @@;5

aasrmcm

Lo P
- e -»&-

t in the area



'en tha south azao af %aa rhvar was aaanmﬁrattaakaa and

eurrounded, A ylaﬁﬁ@a.waa aaa% across %ﬁa hwiagé t@ r@&&f&»@n |
the hﬂl&iﬁﬁ p&rtx and the aﬁ%&uk w&a r&ym&aa&. ¥ive or aix(

ﬂmenanaltiea were auataiﬁ@ﬁ but &cul& not be av&aua%@é at thie

tima due to t&s fira. @hia aetivity ran into %ha marning of

.thﬂ l&%ha ,

A% @1&@ on tha 14&& ﬁh&rﬁ@ﬁ 6 isened an ﬁr&ar h&aea en

Division FO No. 5 w the 3rd m: "You will held a mm from

B  '4¢3@?3 (v%e ef‘Keﬁtmig) to 5?2139 (vi@ of ?%&fhaﬁﬁﬁf) effective
' 0700. Contect the 79th Div at 592139 every even hour and the
ﬂ ';;zs¢%u @1&@3# Ing evm&y two hours on ﬁ&ﬁ avan h@ﬁx at 442086 L
,_“,47"r€?%a of x»mtnaa) beginning at 1200 on the 14th". To the 1%
’iEFffiﬁag ”Xa& will be relieved conmen; |

1;$E$ at O700. @n‘@%EWﬁﬂ%ifa

7 wAll ve m ‘the CF at 0600, Our right boundary will de 441078

T ,f;;*a% mm&na %aaﬁ the 3rd Bn will teke. @vwr yar@ of y@ur-aa@&ﬁr.
0 A% 1630 the lst Bn had em@z.ewa 118 mmw in sone. zmvy
‘ v  ¥fmw&y ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬂ&»ﬁﬁaﬁa began falliag on the %brﬁaa hwiﬁgah&aé a&
i ;"i.f_maem intervals and 1t seemed et fire was coming from SP
|  ;¢£€ which h&a been ssen in thﬁ area and which &@ﬁﬁ@r&ﬂ to %@va
i;~ﬁ$ﬁ@@% f&ra on the y@&&%ﬂaﬁm. '

. Division arty was 51ven ﬁan@ata 1ﬂ the w&axnﬁﬁy in s aff»r%i~

to a@utraxaaa these ﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁp It was ragm&r&é %hat this bt

observed fire because the impact area was pecsssarily very olose

_‘ﬁe our own y@s&t&mnw. ﬁﬁrjv,;thﬁ night’&f'ﬁ&@-lﬁﬁhwiﬁﬁhvarﬁy"‘
i,ggghzty

: ,'g &atamﬁaty continued to fall about the hridgehead.
- Throughout the day wf the 15th all aetivity was gentered

_on the Werden bridgehead positions. Arty, mortar, snd SP fire
';ﬁ@aﬁznmaé to fall all ﬁurﬁug the éay eulmama%&ag an & awanﬁer»
 atteck at 2055 which was beaten off imuediately. This mmﬁk
ﬂzwaa xa&awaﬁ under s &a&xy arty %wrraga at 314@._ Charict 6
mwmm and received fire from 1558 ma@mms m: Divisien in

‘Jj;g ares. Ey 2151 w&wﬁ Wﬁﬁ rﬁeaivnﬁ %h&t tha aaamg was a&taw@@aﬂj

' ims ﬁa @3@»& in cn @hﬁ hﬁlﬁi&ﬁ fﬂwﬂa en ﬁ&ﬁ a@ﬁraamh ﬁ@ &na '

Gg A hmw Mﬁ? %M@ﬁﬁ%@ibn aﬁ@@, i,“’"#ﬁ "’ ”’%‘hﬁﬂks .




by 2214 1t became. %n%araat %h&% thi

quiekly brokem up w&%& kmavy ﬁaqmy e&amalﬁ&&a. The s m&%&@a ‘

- 1&&&@@%«& that the enemy troeps v;vai@aﬁ in %haaa sorties haﬁ
1ittle mppa%&to for aaatinuins hho war hn& were forded 1&%&

| these a%%uaks by the Garmaa paratrompaxa an& %ha 88 men whe
anra left with,%hem for thia,quxuns parpeuc.; Ail #k@ xszimenﬁ
was alerted to be viai&an% for anather atﬁamg@ in a acw soaber

oy fer whieh this might be a fvimt.

'ﬁ,ging the very carly &wrnimg h@arn of the 1€th ao%ivity
gontinued along the bank of the river, iﬁdieaﬁing that the
"¢  was ras&l&as and wryiag to tf,ﬁ a way out of ‘the trap
| f:;f.&&k he found himself. At Q400 the xogimantaiAﬂﬁ saw ana
_heard long machine gun dursts, flashes of ax%y and large

 $a'§f tratcx §u11¢ts l%?gaking aerwas t&@ kﬁr&a@a. &11"

, ;Myng trﬁm %ha js 5 ,_r
, uf %h» Euhr pﬁakst kaﬁ maaa oéatmét with.thc Qaamy to oux

'c¢¢a thu War&an Bx&ﬁgs a&am, a» %h@ éﬂy wera-aa, i

'w'am 1445 a haavy nhnliiug wazz in zhia v;e&a',a, ol aazr
ordered a fix to be taken on the pi@@a& &@&ag aha fﬁﬁmag ama |
9&? t&raﬁ Geﬁnﬁcx battaryq ' i

@axd aama frem "F" Co iﬁ th@ wex&an uaxis@ﬁ ﬁha@ aw%y |
,’1n the enemy positions to our front eould be seen ti';;5;3>_"’
~ the opposite direection away ﬁxwm our seetor whiech sesmed to
e ~fw3 zntmxnw'amr bw&aci;%ama th@ Amaxiunas £rmm waw aauth

Jermay &ﬂrga hna aarrnaﬁnrua w&&h %h& l&@th aaa 1?#%& ﬁ;f 
'*éfpiam: and thc llﬁﬁh Panger Biviaien, Aia& ‘ineluded im
‘*;&&nl.«era the battle groups }gem the 9%& Panacr ﬁiviaian,
% timated %ot ,"ﬁﬁgﬂW$-mtn. ﬁ~&'r¢p@rtnd an 1nfaatry
mwg?;nna with ﬂh&rty to forty tanks in kmg[fTwpd to our south-

"y_"~iawu&, whimh inﬁiaa%cﬁ oaill fnxtkar %ka% wh;ﬁ was lert'in %hia

‘ thc nwnﬁh anﬂ aaa%, ﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬁ@”a @@aﬂ&%ﬁraﬁ&&ﬂ at stgiﬂ

°

’r:gtjgaaaawk kaﬁ vamm-ﬁ-‘ Fa

Coineidental wi%h this $ha §xé Bn w&a rt,iiv;cg.n@ .aaie




| . By 0900 two bns and a tank €0

- appesred on the east-wos “;%gw a{;ng the river, @h&a was

- wery effectively broken up by ax%y fire pdjusted ﬁ? our &@a.‘
Anfentry obeervers. *

o At 0636 on the mo

ng at the 17th we wa&n intammwﬁ by

‘vﬁ~g that the 8th Div w@ulﬁ'ba gmn&ias up from the soeuth. It L

1 wap»@ﬁaa when the first Ameriesan ﬁaaku were sighted by a

 patrol frem "F® Co uaﬁdr‘&t.vﬁamna.‘ Lt Danes moved cut %o

aaamxaa@ this foree and found them &a be "Task Foree Leenard"

~ from 1}%& Infantry kagimant ef the B8th Division, the Division
that relieved this wﬁazmsat<when 1& was pulled out at La ﬁayo

b '{‘aa Puy in uﬂmamaﬁy. The Task Eer&a was awmyeaaﬁ of au& ,
S “(75_9m&nﬁaw¢aa 3&3@»&&3 eompans and a eompany of tenks. Their

ombat tesm wéa at Velbert, 6000 yerds south of Werden and

‘fng was theught that they ﬂ%ﬁﬁlﬁ resoh here xa a fow . h@ﬁrw.

: 3aar ‘the bridge 1@5&15, It. Snowden of *B* Compang eon~ _f
a'ﬁhn Ba @amar of %k& 3@@ Bn, mﬁth Inf Regt, wh@ wevaalﬁﬁ

anits alerted to this faa% 20 thst they wwa&a not fire

_»_7iﬁ# &&& eolumn. From this time on we reeeived reports through-
" out the day of various units pushing up $wnm the south snd at

2320 word came that the 5rd Armored had made contset with elms
o8 our division. It was becoming obvious that the "Poeket"

wae ‘being out te nhxa&a &mﬁ wwalé very soon eease to exist.

At 2150 "D" Co received the formsl surrender of ﬁl&am&wrf,

destroyed eight 20 mm guns found there and ﬁaek all ﬁgwmaa

troops in town prisemer. Ameriesn axey was 8till f&lx&ua on

s the town. Exviniﬁa sty was contacted and r&yar%«ﬁ that neone

~ of their Bms were firing end thaet they were eaaﬁm&t&ag Ceorps
 arty to have this fire 1ifted. @hia‘wag.%hc aaé‘af our
"“vtat n&azaea with the enemy., |

From %hi& pﬁaa% te the end ai ﬁhw pﬁt&»ﬁ ﬁhn wag&mwaﬁ -
apam& its time &a.%¢li$aw3 @wvawnmaa% duties. On the 19th
"@91. Raff taa& over %k&’@aﬂﬁn.awns fron @envxa& ¥hitelaw and
vﬁka‘mwuimant ib‘xfshm@ the personnel, anﬁar his direetion, ta
sdminister the internsl affairs at’ﬁhe lsrgest section of

.'@h@ Eﬂﬁ& xmﬁaaﬁr&ﬂl 8res. This ares hee @ population of ,; ,'\,A“:

, ’wuii over a m&iliea and the mighty Krupp %wxms have many of
‘.'ﬁkpxw p&ua&g here in Essen and environs, ‘the ?&@tahmw@h aw\
. @@mm&ﬁ@, In aﬁﬁﬁ%&an/vﬁ the @amm@m 9¢ugaﬁt1@a, there wmwo ,
*xaamﬁ,&n the ﬁw&a @waam;;}ta&y 35,!.‘ f@amg}_;;;;. &,
 slave iaaﬁm, E%ﬂﬂ&&aﬂ, ?@1@&, F%@ﬁﬂh, n@a¢~/}f11];wgér(°

apsny were in Werdenm. The %wambléwf |
 bridgehead at Ferden wes guiet end the engineers had begun

. that hiu b was about to move caaﬁ, his armor leading, and waggﬁ;"
: “;jga&a&,a&a&g in front of our MIR. &n@@@ﬁiﬁg&g kn wished to have




‘)@*‘”hﬂf fﬁ&eulavn and a uﬁwggsﬂ;%«a'af5,'vf aaﬁ&»u i’ ?fﬂfﬁ#&,
sach with their m&him, g

: The sone wgs am.&m into mbmmn
 eath manned by s bettalion: Mmk&m Essen Subsone, lst Bm,
. Msjer sm,tn companding; Southern mmm Eubmm, 2nd Bn, It.
o ,céz. Tiomes commanding; and. Eaawm Eum Subsone, 3rd Ba, ,
~ Majer Creek commending; end Eum%ram Subsons, 155th At m.
 Lt. Cel., Paekard ccomanding, @elml Raff is Commanding
! -Mt‘iew. It. Cel., Euhn Deputy Commsnder and Hajor Brwﬂmom, |
Cemp Admimistrater. ILt. Col. Bm (British) Militery
“&, end ssoh battalion mmaﬁw as shown nmw :us a
: ﬁmhuﬁup commender. Under these ecome sll the funetions con-
eerning ﬁh@ aﬁ&&nﬁa@w&tiam ez t&g ﬁ@#ﬁm zama., %ha ‘bulk ex
Gov exnment &a
:‘;‘ ,,._-‘i‘-_amm. mw&m@ mﬂr Mtwa%n, D
s detrimental to the allied esuse, feelng,

o e




