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HM4ATR, XII CORP'S (AIRPBORNE)/
Off Ice of the Commanding General

353 S)G=3APO 109, U.S. Arny'
9 November 1944 AOM

Sa bjeot: Pathfinder Training,

To : Oommanding General, lOlst Airborne Division, APO 472, U.S. Army. _

POM

. Beference to letters thio headquarter , eubject: "Organi-za

and Training of Pathfinder roopoi , dated 27 October 1944, request that

necesary orders be issued by your headquarters to place the personnel of

the division requiring Pathfinder Training o,41 temporary duty at the Path.

finder Group (Provisional), Chalgrove Field, England.

2; It is deqired that the pergonnel report for duty for a two

three waek period commencing on or about 14 November 1944.

° .The Pathfinder Off icer lOlet Airborne Division will report to

Headquartere, lOlt Airborne Division to assist in movement of personnel
to the Pathfinder School. Upon receipt by this headquartere of depture

field, time of departure, and number of aircraft required nocessary planes
1ill be provided by this headquarters ae required.

4, Necesoary inatructions for the return of this personnel to their

repective unite will be isued to your headquarter upon completion of

their training.

By command of iMajor General RIDGMAY:

Lt Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutant General.

DCLASSIFIEb,
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:Auth: C G Vi.1 I
Corp C

IHADCJAR TR, XVII I CORPo (AIR0RN,) •Iiti-: 2/
Office of the Commanding eneral :Date: A7 -6c [

• ~ * , .. . ."

3 53 (&-3) APO 109, Us. A.
27 October 19 44 __

Subjecto Orgn.ization and Training of Pathfinder Troops. _____

To:- Commading Generals: oU
17th Airborne Division, Apo 452, U.S. Army CCLF ..
82d Airborne Division, APO 469, US. Army FILr: ...
101st Airborne Division, APO 472, U.S. Army

1. One (1) officer in each airborne division will be des ignated Division
Pathfinder Officer, This officer, with one (1) enlisted assistant, will be
placed on temporary duty by this headquarters with IX TOO Pathfinder Group
(P rov) APO1336 Uo0o Army, and will report to Captain Brown, Pathfinder Officer
XVIII Corps (Airborne), Names of recommended officer and enlisted assisteat
will be ubmitted to this headquarters without delay.

.2, -It will be the duty of the Division Pathfinder Officer to supervise
pathfinder training and coordinate the employment of all pathfinder teems within
the division, In the event of a combat operation the Division Pathfinder
Officer and his enlis ted assist nt will jump as Pathfinders, normally on the
DZ assigned to Division Headquarters°

3, Psathfinder teams will be maintained within each airborne division on

the basis of one (i) team consisting of one (1) officer-and nine (9)-men per
Parachute Infantry Battalion,

4, The senior officer assigned to co duty as a Pathfinder in each Par_..-
chute Infantry Regiment will be designated Regimental Pathfinder Officer. It
will be tie duty of t.is officer to supervis e tae training of Pathfinders
within the regiment to which he is as igned and to tcoordinate with tho Division
Pathfinder Of.-fficer concerning training and employment of Pathfinders.

5. OfFicers and enlisted men designated as Pathfinders in each divi!s-on
will receive o minimum of two (2) weeks ipecialized training at IX TCC Path-
finder School, Upon completion of such training tey will return to t.ir
parent organizations, They will be kept available for such further pathfinder
trniniaug or missions as tais headquarters mnay direct and will be employed as
Pathfin~ders when participating in practice end combat jumps requiring use of
such personnel,

6, ~Ech airborne division will furnish this headqu: rters with n estimate
s iowing the number of men requiring Pathfinder Training to bring required
number of Po~thfirder Teaums within'+ tao divis ion up to full strength.

7, Careful conideration all be given to the selection of personnel who
are to comprise Pathfinder Teams, Each man muqt be intelligent, courjg~cous
an d must posscss a high degree of initia tive.

3 y command of Major General RIDGWAY:

PRT L. Y1L 0 1,
Lt-. Colonel AGD

DISTRIBITT ION0 Adjutant Genore1.
w t . l Only) Plus
In'oiAmtion 0opies t~:it,+ 6' . -.+ +

CG, X TCb, Apo 133 U+,8 Army,
CO, IX TCC Pathfinder Group (Prov)., APO 133 9 Army.

~DLASSMFEDo
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Office of the Asst Chief of staf, 04

APO'10 9,_lb S.'Ar Y
21 August 1944

MORAN= t

TO : Chief of Staff.

a, The aids whioh are now employed in marking d.rop or
landlng zones-are of two (2) varieties:.

(.1) tghts, panels and oke,
(2)1 urekas.,

b. In add-ition a radio beacon for-use- with the aircraf
radio compass is betfg tested.

2., 0eration and.ntena.nce of Aids

a. A re as.nably intellgent soldier can be taughto the.
operat.g prictpl.s of- thts equipent in a mat.ter of hours,

b. No repairs can be made in t he field o.ther ttha the.
tightening of connections, etc., hence e xtensive technicl train
ing in maintenance and repair. becauses extraneous,

0. A lecture shoul.d be given upon the neeessity of select-
ing favorable terrain for the placing of aids. An inspection
should be made after each practiee drop to insure that these. in-
structions are thoroughly understood and followed,

3Z.j -Trainin.for. Personnej. Initialy personnel should
be in ivd.:~' .... hf i us-uf-gties ... of each member of the Path-.findr Team,- Next, exercises in establishg the team on the
ground should be held dun dayight hours, followe by thorough
• trainin in establishing the team duri d.arSness, Sufficient

number of drops should be held under simuiate :.cpmbat..conditioen~s
to i0!ns-ure that .eac.h team is thoroughly competent to. execute a
combat mi s sion ,

pECLASSPe!Ot)
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a. Pathftnder.Teas should be trained under division
oontrol; after compl!tion of training tems Should return to
their organization .anA take part in norma unit training,

b. Reonend that oficer .in hargeof iavison path-
finder teas should be member of Xivision Q44 Seotion and when
notenged-in pathfinder aotv iy perform duties in the G3

0. All pathfinder teams should be available, on call,
for tining. in diviiIon aidsand developmnts and refrsher
0ourses.

d:. To s should be formed under"control of Offier in
oharge o f D ,ivis14r:Pathfinder's at leastqe (1i). week pr-io to
an operation tot necessary briefing, ora zatin, e quipping
ands ialItrail

.0 DurS-tr4in ing period norly tu 4 rops unader
simulated o o Q ond itions are suffictent .-for the. trainngof
each teams

Sf, Ooplete..ining of .eac.h teamn can be aco .pulshed

al., . .. 1,n -r ~c . be:.o M~t b

WO11.' ; c -mit-t n

in a two() e etd ether-pe itig

"A..Col,. G.S4.

A DOD#DIR 3

At

1 .. -/7/ i


