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On th eighth d~ of Novembe~ 1965 a main lih enemy force was d • 
stroy d with its few s~vors being forced to flee into th jungle• 
l aving their dead and equipment behind. 

JU 

Operation "liump"t t.hioh produced the hea-vies t single day's fighting 
of the \/Pr in Vietnam, began on 5 November 1965 approximately 25 kilo
meters northeast of Bien .uoa. The search and .~estroy operation had the 
mis ion of sweeping a portion of 'la.r Zona 11D", sti.ll a Viet Cong strong
hold, and also of enabling e. special team to ca.rrt out a rooonnai sanoe 
and urvey mission in the general area. (Sao Chart). 

barly on 5 Novt:.mbar 1965 the 3d Battalion (ft irborne), 319th Artillery, 
protectud by Troop D 1 17th Cavalry, and Company .!J, 16th Armor, moved by 
motor oonvoy to Poai tion ACE, a few kilometers southvrest of the op rational 
area• and registered its batterios in prQpa.ration for the helicopter as• 
aults later in thu morning. Tho artillery position was as oloao to tho 

oporational aroa as thu ~xisting road networ~ and surrounding terrain would 
po:rmit. Because of tht:~ distance of Position ACE from the northorn a.r"-a of 
oporationa, one battery of tho Royal Australian Artillery was to be holi
liftod into a orward position in thv southern TAOR (tactical area of ro 
sponsibility) aftor tho Firat Battalion, Royal Australian ~ogimcnt had 
soeurod tho area. 

Tho First Battalion, Roya1 AUstralian ncgimant, schodulcd to assault 
LZ ~LU~N from helicopters at 0800 hours and begin operations in the Southurn 
TAOR, 11a.s dolayod bocauso of hon.vy ground fog which obscured the. landirlg 
zona arc~. Uno and ono-hRlf hours lator the Australians oxoout~d their 
landings on alternate L~ Jf.CK with no opposition. 'l'hoy ~1ure procodod by 
a 45 minuto LZ propt~ation by air strikes, artillery, and armod helicopter 
fires. They lnndcd in throe 1 ifts of throe o lemont a oaoh. Tho Austral ian 
105mm howi tzar bP.ttory followed shortly aftur tho infMtry battalion wo. on 
th€1 ground. 

Worthy of nota was tho flexibility and accuracy of thu t~ctical ai~ 
proporation. vlhon it was decided on short notice to both dclo.y tho ini tiol 
l.onding end then to uso tho a.l tomato LZ (LZ J.ACK) ~ tho tMtio.al air rcaotod 
quickly and efficiently. At tho last minutu an intolli~onco report indi
ontod that a 1 ~go anomy forco was jUst south of tho primary LZ. Tho twulvo 
USAF planes th!lt worv Aloft for the LZ propn.ration woro co.llod down on th<:J 
roportod force.. •rwolvo mora planos wCJro Oi'.llod up from ground n.lort and the 
propnrntion on tho altornato LZ vne complatod in Aooordnnco wjth th<• 1Aod 
schodul&. 
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'rho let Battalion (Airborne), )03d lnf11ntry• ~lso prcoedod b,y an 
intvnse LZ prepuro.tion, bognn tho ass r-mit o:n 1 :6 l(ING 9 on tho north bonk 
of the Song Dong Nui River, at 1245 hours. This landing also mot no re• 
aistP~oo on tho ground# howovor, th~ hclicopto~s did ~ccoive ground firo 
priol.' to lnnding. 

Two long range patrols (t_ive men uach) Hero employed on this opera
tion, baing holiliftod into tho south Dl1d to tho onst of LiJ :..,U.wEN. ·rhcso 
eightvd and roportod s0vcral groups of Viot Cong and, ~hen pds s ible- di~ 
rocto·d o.ir strike.: s agninst thE:mro l3oth pat~ols ~-t cl'o c:;ttl~n.etod b;y D+2 by 
ho 1iooptor. 

'l'ho t. ro battalions cloo.~~d t h"ir immodint u aroas during tho r omaindar 
of tho first day, ·Tho 1/~~R s ent a unit into t he villn&o of Xom Cay Xoaif 
north of LZ J .... CK. This village hc..d figurod in s ovor nl pr evious operations. 
rho a.I'l. ~~ wo.s found to be complctoly CJvMue t ud. 

Un D+l And D+2 the l/50;d Infantry extended its S oF~ch nnd destroy 
operat~ons to the northJ tho 1/rui.R, to the s outh n.nd southeast. 'rhe l/50~d 
Inf i>J'lt!'y ho.d no cont ~1.dt till l ate on D+2 but found and dostroyvd n number 
of erim11 cnumy instnllntions. Llf pc:t.rticulnr interest vtA.s 811 open nrua , fo 
tho north of L~ K1NG, th :~t vias also sUitable for usa a s r.m LZ. Fbrt i fied 
positions had recently boon prepared by th~ on~my around this nroa nbout 
thirty mot ors in from tho woodlino, having uxoellont observa tion 1thd fields 
of firo into the open nron. 

'rho portion uf tho Ho Chi Minh 1'ro.il just horth~rost of tho confluondtJ 
of thu ~ong Bo nhd Song Dong NFti Rivers, long r oputod to bo R hw nvily-us0d 
Viyt Cong supply routo , rovonlud ho indications of roownt traffic. Signs 

. of USOB!?;O whit>h htl.d npp~:.. a.rod in tt.orin.l photograpHs Yr<::J r 0 RO"b'ltA.lly the :re-
sults of r P.in ~tater erosion \Jn t ho up-.1h t rP11 . .. .,.,,"' ~ ~cll\~~v.~"- . 

rrhe 1/Ri'..R pushed oast- nnd southoMt ·rt,g£~inst s poradic opposition, snipe!.' 
f iro and smell groups of vo. Thoy fotirtd. BI:JVOI.'A.l i solnt od anomy positions 
nnd shcltors, ::md f i vo vnomy groh n.dos .to r o found . In the l n t o n.f tornoort 
of D+l Company A of tho 1/R.ilt boc tuno ong:'l.ged in ft fire fight W' i th a.n enomy 
uni't of unknown s :lzo .. .thor~ vtor -- no f riondl.v cnsunl tios but t viO VC \•ror o 
killod ond one \lf\S ''ot.mdud r..hd onpturod. Tho pris onor 1·tas oarl'ying n pb.n 
for an utt,:~ok on El.n outpost in the Di an Hon Aru=1. . Hu rovortl od thnt •hu vm.S 
a member of a lnxgor f orce ahd ho confirmed tho pl t.\'1.1 bS~foro ho diod. 1of his 
wounds.. 'l'hl:l round m g up nnd c ap·buro of this. small anomy f ordo was I'IJ fino 
<lispluy of cooperation. . smFLll Austral b .n pn t;X<ol thnt wus buihg ovor
w~tchod by an Austral i an pilot in a fixed wihg nircr&f t m~do first oont~ct. 
'I'hw Australian r.rtillcry b··, ttory viM in dirGct support. S..J<.m the U, s. 
artillery ba tte:rios nddcd to tho firopowur and n U. S. Air Force controller 
j 0inod rJ'ld brought in on t>.ir s trike . ·rho r•.rt illc.;ry nnd air fir us 1 coupled 

· with tho movumcnt of thu smo.ll ;mstrnlie.n pl'\trol 1 forcud tho lilnotny t o movo 
1nto a. complete Austroli r.n compMy th '.t \ins waitin~~ t o mako tho c ~pturo. 
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Lntc vn· thc third day of tho oporntion tho Brigndo S-2 informGd tho 
1/503d InfMtry thd hn.rd intulli.;chcc hr.d buun rooeivud ihdion.ting thA.t 
a. VC force \vas loss thnn 2 ;000 motors to tho west of tho bnttc.lion. Stnall 
patrols wore dispatched just bef ore tin.rk. ·rhosc soon made oontn.ot with 
tho anomy o.nd tho patrols WO j'O withdrP.wn to the bnttnlion perinotor. t·.s 
tho night settled tho stago wA.s sot for tho climRctio ovonts of tho follow
ing dA.y. 

Early on D+3, Liouton:·.nt Colonel 'rylor, Oommo.nding Officer, 1st Br~t
t nlbn1 50 3d InfrJltry, moved dompl'l.tly C, follo ·rud by Coo)?I:1.IJY B, toward tho 
hill whore tho oncrzy wns loontod. l'hc. onoL1Y pusi tions hn.d bocn ooni'i:rttod 
by the intolligunoo r oports r\nd tho pntr'J1s of tho previous uvL:ning11 Ce.p .. 
t t.in 'ruekor movc.d Cvmpony C \lith- twu pla toons f or 1m.rd. · At 11.pproximn ~ely 
0800 hours his ri~ht platlloh como upon n.n onur.zy- furtifiort t~.roA.. r ho onony 
o.nd our troops used ho~vy- smnll arms o.nd A.Utour'tic \von.p(ms fire. ~he Col!l• 
p,!.l'ly d plnt~.)on un.s soon joined by tho romainr1.or of tho oompAily Md it bo
catlo evident l-1.6 tho fight progre:s surl thn.t tiloy hn.d ongr.v;od ~ bA.ttalion
sizod or lnrgor foroo. ~he onor.~ boghn an attanpt to envelop tho fl~ks 
of C.:>npony C. At 0930 hours tho bA.ttnlion cur.uJ:'J'ldor rwvod ConpfllJY B, under 
CA.ptain Dittrich, into the bc.ttn.1ion frob tho northor,s t of tho hill vlhore 
thu ini ti::U oontA.ct ~1o.s nndu . Corlpnny B irmodintoly ondounto:rod strong 
l'OSiStl"JlOO in tho fern of heavy rmtoon tic vlenpons fire • !~f ter 0. period of 
intonso fighting Ooupany n punotrn.tcd tho thickening onorny oirolo around 
Cvnpony c. •rhis fighting wn.s froctuently at eye-boll cont n.ct P.nd hnndo.t o
hMd in c.n extrcnoly donS(; jungle nr•:: n. Cn.pto.in Bi ttrioh sucu:rod Ov.ptnil1 
Tucker's right fl eJlk. A short tina 1 ·.tor, Captain Bi ttrioh f ound his open 
flank buing enveloped o.lso. Elonont's of Oo1:ipll.11y : 1. wora oor.u·1i ttad at this t»L.A~ ... 
tif.lC:.., n.tt .- eking to.1n.rd thv cm.)r~'s loft fl6.nlt. Capt;:dh Dittrich t ook tho - Q oU 
IJajor portion uf hie unit o.nd tvTooo broke the 'oncirolouvnt. Shortly A.ftorW\. :{
nuon Coopo.n;y B and C 1npr.ny 0 c ..,nsolidntGd thoir posit i•m nnd cliroctod in- ~· ~ 
tonau o.rtillory firo L\hd air strikes n.gainst th0 cnony. 'rho onocy 1s suc-
cossivo fUti1o ass nul ts ~n B n.nd d Co 1po.ny cn.usocl hin severo l assos . '.rho 
~i,;£hting wa~ so olv s~.; c~uring the 110rning thnt supporting fir~~ gcnorP.l~y 
~t_! t~ be onployo_rl in dc._ptj1 r -1.thor tll •11 ~n ~1os9 SUJ2Q9r~. ha fo ·. ·wrp:-d 
tp:ca. uf tho onc.oy WC'.S r olcntlossTy cnuwcd em b;y: snnll nrns firc_ whilo his 
rou:r \lf.1.S pounded b\r our r.rtillo nnd tn.cticn.l nir support. 

~~+~(.~.-- ~--- -· ~ --

Activity sl~ t o sm.por fire nne. spornclic nn.chino gun f i re in tho 
l a to aftornuon onrl evening n.r•1uncl thEJ pcrinuter of Ccmpnny B r.nd Conpn.ny 
C. ·rho ·bnt t nlion CP porinotor, nppro:X:il:tnt<-ly 1.000 notors t .J the onst, 
wr..s b:rushud sovcr,(l tir.1cs thr .ughout tho night. This \ms 1 •tor l ct,.rnod to 
bo VC uknonts r.ttunpting t .; ltith,'1rnw fron tho r.ron. l)f th,J brtttlo. 

•rhc 1/R. . .R, south of th..: rivor, n.ftor nocting nn up11usi tbn during noet 
of tho Clr.y, ... noCJuntcrurl n. \oTOll dug-in onvTI,Y foro u ustir.mtecl t r) mmbcr 100 
o.t l'l.'Jpruxinnte:ly 1630 hours nnd boo0.nc en_grvt;od in a honvy firo fight bofo:ro 
thv uncny bruko ountn.c t. 
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The r.unso jungle Or"'.IlOpy nn.clo OV·'l.dtlo.ti -.~n of co.sua.l tic..s frun thCI l/503d 
a.ron virtunlly it.lpoosiblo (•n thu 8th. fell off to tho f'lrnk of the pcri
notor, whuro two c ·tsUrltius \lc..ro, it u n.s discuvorod thf '.t tho junglo crnopy 
wns not r.s high ns in i hJst other arc ts. In Air Furco H-43 holio .,ptor \fith 
n. 200-foot luHC~ring Of~blo •IF1.S used t o ove.oun.to those tvro non. During thnt 
night ;md tho l; :~.rly nurning of 9 lkNL.nbor nll non W•>rkcd qui to luu-d t, 
nako n hdicL'ptcr lnncling zone for cMurll tics to bo cvn.ountc..d. Seven J2.0WO~ 
saws wore luworod intL. Ghc o.rc.n 11nr1 sono trees 250 foot high ::>.rtrl up to six 
foot in r~icu:1otor \/Oro CUt C.mm. 11. funnel 250 foot .:lut.p Mel f\pprJXinn.tL.ly 
SO fo~t in dioootor was cut in t ·' the jungle fur casualty ovn.cUA.ti0n. A 
gruct fu r.t of skill o.nrl c··,tm ~so wo.s porfornc. <'l. by :'ur il:rny n.wl Air Forco 
holiouptor pilots £-IS thuy nn.ne;uvurorl. their plcnos in ~uch f'. rc. rl triotod 
o.roa.. l!.:o.ch o.\sun.l ty anc1 o.ll cquipnc.nt th ·1.t \vnD not no<:.dcd for tho ron'.in1or 
of tho operation \-ms ova.cur.tocl through this '% .. licoptor< :E'unnol'1

• 

Thrcughuut tho c!ey ~nnll :eo.trols o <~ntinuocl tu up<;rn.tc in r.ll dircc
ti011S. It wo.s vory cviclont thF>.t tho onorzy- hnd rotrortwd f:t' t'n the battle• 
fiuld loE~vmg his c , ~suA.l tics and n. grc11.t don.l of cqt<ipnont. 

N'o signif'icnnt onony .\ctivit;y r1cvolr: poc1 on th0 9th. In tho ncrning 
tho spcoir.l survey to :n \W.s \vi thr1rmm. In tho nftorn )Jn tho l/503d Ini'Mtl'y 
nnd tho 1/R.i.R c >ns lit:n.tod <'.11 ~ roorg,utizor. in prop;trntion for hcl_io~ptor 
cv.oUatinn. This'' s initil'.tcrl r.t 1330 onrl was CJnplotcd by 1925 h ·urs. 
Tho 3d Bnttnli .n, 319th .~It ill cry •rnsk Force rctm·no<" t o Bien Hoa by nut )r 
c:nvoy, thvugh n·•t \lithmt incil~:~nt. Troop .L:, 17th C1Wf'l.lry firer:'. upon nnd. 
a Nllt twe; L.nvcy s t'J !p"nB • •n tho vt .ng Don~ lhi Ri VIJr 11i th fi vu pars uns n.b· ,ar<'l. 
a.s tho o •nvoy nuvod bo.ck t l) b.n.so c,.,np fr •Jll P >si tiun ACE. 

During tho holiooptc.r oxtr •.ction ph., so tho flc.xibili ty uf' •ur or,,;'Mi .. 
zn.tivn wne "'.rru:mtico.lly ~t.nonstro.t .J cl. 'l'hr... 1st Bn.ttnlbn, 503c Inf ntry 
wn.s b. in~ ovn.cu:·tcr1. fr ' <!11 LZ thr.t o ·:.ul r~ A.cocpt only throo plnnus nt n. 
tino. Ono hal ic '-'ptor duve: L> 1Jcd 11.echMic ·ll tr• >Ublv And c ;uln no t ~c.. t off' 
the LZ. Th(:J oxtrt· cti rm of the lot Dn.ttnli..m • t1S tonpurnrily suspr~ntlur~ Mct 
tho J~ustrn.liM o.rtillor;y be ~rn its lift-lJUt in 1", n ro.ttor uf ninutos. By 
thu tin ... thv nrtill~.~ ry \11"\.8 uut c)f tho LZ '· n th·~ s outh side of thu ri vor 
n-..~\11 hclic..;ptor blo.noo hc.c.: boun fl •wn in, the: holic ptor wns rup::drocl; ·Md 
tho lift-out of tho lot Bc.ttnli •n• 503l: wr.s oonpl~tod. As dnrlmuss bJJgrul 
t G f ·1.ll, the Pirst Bn.ttnliun, Ruynl 1\.Uotrr.ll .'ln Rogincnt \IBS lift CJd fr: :r.1 
its c.ru[l. Jf UlJor:J..tL•n m tlL s vuth sirlo uf tho river nn<'l. returnee. to bnso 
oa.':l~. 

Intolligc.nco rc.-p ,,rts inc'ic. tor1 th ·t in tho :·:r ,n. of the lst Bntt/'\lion, 
503d Infantry a. nain lino VO rcgin~..-nt h,, cl b<...un s 1unr1ly dufc · .totlo Tho ont:..ny 
killoC. cane tu 403 by body c uunt ¥ 'l'his wn.s the ln.rgc..st kill, by thu snr.ll
cst unit, in the. r, hortvst tina in tl o \ Tn.r ih Vi ... tnnn t > rln.to. Hon.vily on
gngt.d by ··vurwhclu in.g nunbors, tho u e:hbors of thu 1st Bnttnli· n, 503d In 
fFU'ltry provoc". the supori (,ri ty of th ..... k1crionn Pf'.rntr\ •opor boy• nd ~'IlY qU(:fJ• 
ti.m J f doubt. 'rhoy ct.ccisivoly dofo:J.t ,. c~ 11. ' o torqinod 'Ulcl nunoricn.lly 
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upori.)r c;;ncny foroo dcsi,)i tr... n11 ho.ndior.ps. 

Uon of the 173d Airb ,rno Brigndo (t>opnrn.to), Inn oxtroncly pr::>ud 
of Y'Jur pcrforf.1''l1oo. OUr prido in tho lst Bntto.liJn (Airborne), 50~:1 
Infe.ntry is with0ut bl,unls • It wns .this unit th. ·t W"l.S in dluscst O·Jntn.ct 
e.nd· aotu!'.lly looked hJrns ui th fuo onony. Men of tho lst Brtttn.livn, I 
salute y ,1u. 

All of us nust realize, however, th;·.t this bnttlo wns W1Jn by tho 
o• cpCJrntive efforts of r.1n.ny uni to 1mc~ individun.ls • It t Jvk "- lot uf fino 
<vt.;rk in fire supp01"t, supj)ly Md nurl.icnl off' Jrts, n,,binistr.-'l.ti. . .m, oun
nMd -.nri c ntro1 P.nd • thor nrc.ns t .: c •ntributc t ,., 1.rd this grcl'l.t viotury. 

Tho f .Jll Jwing :u-o CJxnnph.s •Jf s .nc; ~ ~r thu things th'lt woro g ing 'n 
that '-tore. i•h.ysicnl1y rcnJVod fr n tho i n '(j :i!i.tc vicinity of the 1/50~r".. 
Inf·'Jltcy poril:lutor. rho United ..,tr.tus Air I<' Jrc c. f1 :M 117 sortic...s putting 
158 t uns 8 f b nbs, r uckc. t s nnn n;.ohinc gun fire ~ .n tho onoqy. Tl o n.I."til-
1ory firot~ 5352 r dunds tl!l~. t c"..lo t · 160 t ns of r.nnuni ti"n• Th~.- ho1ic Jp• 
tors flo'W 1737 sorties. 15vun \'lith thi s ~1ing 'n ''ur civic <-.cti .ms tc..,ns, 
nll m tho s Juth s i r1o l· f thr) D· mg Nc.i Tii v0r, tre: c. tccl 258 oi vi liM pl'.tic.n ts 
nnrl rlistributccl 750 p ,un,~s .J f f •Jun t ' thu nooc1y. . 11 of thosu 11.0ti ne 
o ·ntributc t ' \tard 'dnning tho ~tr•.r end thu pence thnt f lllmvs. 

1\IRBORNB' 11.'\.LL-THE-WAY II 

/JL; ww j(~/["' 
ELLIS 1/ . WILLIAMSON 
Brig Gcn, U. u. Jtrny 

Ct)f.lllunding 
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DEPARTMENT OF 'IHE ARMY 
HEADQUARTEnB, 17JD AIRSORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE) 

APO U. S • Forces 96250 

19 November 1965 

CRITIQUE OF OPERATION HUMP 

1, A critique of this operation was conducted on 13 November 1965. 
Present for the critique were the Commanding General, the brigade staff, 
and battalion and separate company commanders. 

2, 'rhe purpbae or the critique was to identify in each runetional 
ea, thoee techniques and procedures which ~equire modification in order 

to improv th system and increase combat effectiveness for futur op r 
tions, 

3' This has been reproduced for study purposes. Through this ap-
pro ch it is hoped that We cart itnprove fUtl.1r operations. 

~ , IAJ LJ .. 1'1~ . 
~Lb~. wrw~-lfr~ · 

Brig Gen, U.s. Army 
Collllll8.IXl ing 



,. .. . ~ ~ , ....... . ' 



. , 

I, SITUATION. 

HEADQUARTERS 
173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE) 

APO San Francisco 96250 

OPERATION HUMP 

A. Tactical Situation~ 

15 tbvember 1965 

l• Mission. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) conducted a 
search and destroy operation in the Viet Cong dominated War Zone 110 11 in 
Tan Uyen District of Bien Hoa Province near the jUndtion of the Dong Nai 
and Song B River. The operation which began on 5 November 1965 and 
ended on 9 November 1965, ~as the firth operation conducted in War Zone 
uott by this Brigade, During the operation the 1st Battalion 503d Air
borne Infantry toot and virtually annihilated a Viet Cong unit that wa 
later proved to be composed of three battalions. 

2. Tuk Organizationt 

a. Brigade Headquarters and Staff' (Brig Gen Ellis W. 
Will~amaon Commanding) Air Force ALO/FAd Section (Operated tram Bi n 
Ho ). 

b. Task Force l/503d - Lt Ool Tyler, CO 
l/503d Infantry 
RRU Team 
FAC Team 
Engr Squad 
2 Vietnamese Police 

o. Task Force 1/RAR - Lt Col Brumfield, CO 
1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment 
Royal Australian Regiment 
Royal Australian Artillery Battery 
RRU Team 
FAC Team 
2 Vietnamese Police 

d. Task Force 3/319th - Lt Col Surut, Co 
A Btry 3/319th Arty 
C Btry 3/319th Arty 
E/17 Cavalry 
D/16 Arm:>r 
RRU Team 
2 Vietnamese Police 



-- - -

-'~-- - _.._..... ~ =-
• Task Force Re r 

2/503d Infantry 
173d Spt Battalion 
l6lst Artillery Battert (RNZA) 
Admin Company 
HHC 17Jd Abn Bde 
Engr Co (-) 

3 D scription of Oper tional Area. 

a. The terrain round in the 1/RAR operatio 1 e w open 
paddy in the vicinity of the N~ trail; their west flank. A the Ul11t 
progreseed easterly the paddy ga way to small hill masses seldom re ch 
ing an elevation of over 70 feet• The vegetation consist d of rice paddie 
on the we t flank and low shrubbery became predominant as the unit mov d 
generally east. Once the small hill masse were reached a senti-jungle 
vegetation was encountered. The cano~y level was approximat ly 30 feet 
to 40 feet in height but open ih many places. The undergrowth consi sted 
of many low Vines and entanglements but observation was good to approx
imately 50 meters. Cover and concealment were excellent. Fields of 
ire were generally poor. The critical terrain features were the hill 

masses which overlooked the avehues of approaeh and th numerous E~ 
trails leading into the area • 

b. The terrain in the l/50Jd operational area consisted or 
low paddy initially but as the unit progressed N and NW small hill masses 
became prominent. These hill masses seldom exceeded 70 feet in height. 
The vegetation found on the LZ was tall grass/reeds reaching a height of 
6 to 10 feet. As the unit moved generally W and NW a semi-jungle vege
tation was encountered. The vegetation consisted of thick undergrowth 
in the vicinity of the stream beds, however, as the streams were crossed 
the undergroWth became sparse. The canopy was thick, almost without 
openings and the first canopy reached a height of 40 to 50 feet. While 

second canopy was 250 feet high. Observation was good up to pprox
imat 1y 50 meters when maneuvering away from the stream beds • Vegeta
tion within the stream beds limited observation to 5 to 10 meters. Cover 
and concealment were excellent and fields of fire generally poor. The 
small hill masses were considered critical terrain because they over
looked the avenues of approach into the area. Numerous E-W trails led 
from th hill masses to the Song Dong Nai and Song Be Riv rs. 

B, Summary of Operations : 

1. D-Day (5 November 1965). 

e.. Implementation of OPORD 28-65 (Operation Hump) began at 
050530H when the lead elements of TF J/319th crossed the start point and 
moved by motor convoy to Position ACE (See Chart) a few kilometers south 
west o£ the operational area, and registered its batteries i n preparation 
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tor the helioopber assaults later in the mornlrtg. The artillery position 
was a close to the operational area as the existing road network and 
eur.rounding terrain would permit. Because of the diStance of Position 
ACE from the northern area of operations 1 one battery of Royal Australian 
Artiller,y was to be hell-lifted ihto a :forward position in the outhern 
TAOR {tactical area of responsibility) alter the First Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment had secured the area • 

b, The First Battalion, Royal Australian Reg~ent, echeduled 
to assault tz QUEEN £rom helicopters t 0800 hour and begin operations 
1rt the southern TAOR, was delayed because of heavy ground fog whieh ob• 
scUI"ed the landing zone area. One ahd one half hours later the AUstralians 
axecuted their landing on alternate LZ JACK with no opposition. They wer 
preceded by a 4$ minute LZ prepa.14ation by air strikes, artillery, and 
armed helicopter fires. They landed in thl-ee lifts of three elements 
each. The Australian 105mrn howitzer battery followed shortly after the 
infantry battalion was on the ground. 

c. The 1st Battalion (Airborne) $Q3d Infa.nt:ry, e.l.so pre
ceded by an intense LZ preparation, began the assault on LZ KING, on 
the north bank of the Song Dong Na.i River, at 1245 hours. This land
ing also met no resistance on the ground; however, the helicopters 
were fired upon from the ground prior to landing w 

. d. Two long range patrols (five men each) wel"e employed 
on this operatic~ being helilifted into the south and to the east of 
LZ QUEm • They sighted and reported several groups of Viet Cong and 
when possible, directed air strikes against them. Both patrols were 
extracted b,y D+2 by helicopter. 

e. The two battalions cleared their immediate areas dur
ing the remainder of the first day and encountered only light Sniper 
fire. 'I'he 1/RAR sent a unit into the village of Xom Cay Xoe.i., north of. 
LZ JACK. This village had figured in several previous operations. The 
area was found to be colnpletely evacuated, 

2. D+l (6 November 1965). 

a. TF l/503d continued to search ita sector using platoon 
sized patrols., operating from three Company patrol bases. Only' light 
contact was made,'With several abandoned VC Camps discovered and des 
troyed, Tear gas was used in a VC tunnel but no enemy' wer found to 
be present. Of particular interest ~as an_QPeh area, to the north of 
LZ KING, that was also sujtable for.JJ,Se as an rz. ~tified ;posi~ 
ha!ing excellent observation and fields of fire h e~ently been-pre-

red 1 e enemy aroun this area abo -meters 1n from the 

b. That portion of the Ho Chi Minh Trail just north-west 
of the confluence of the Song Be and Song Dong Nai Rivers, long reputed 
to be heavily-used Viet Cong supply route, revealed no indications of 



r cent tra!£ic. Signs or usage which had appeared ih aerial photo 
gra}Xts were actually the resUlts of rein water erosion oh the open 
trail. 

c. TF 1/RAR pushed east and southeast against sporadic 
oppositibn from sniper fire and small groups of vc. They' found several 
isolated enemy positions and shelters, and five enemy grenades. In 
the late afternoon of D+ 1, Company A of the 1/RAR became engaged in a 
fire fight with an enemy unit o£ unknown si~e. There were no friendly 
casualties but two VC were killed and one was wounded and captur d. 
'rhe prisoner was carrying a plan for an attack on an outpost in the Bien 
Hoa area. He revealed th t he was a member of a larger force and he 
confirmed the plan before he died of his wounds. The rounding up and 
capture of this small enemy force was a fine display of teamwork. A 
small Australian patrol, that was being observed by an Australian 
s:>ilot in a fixed wing aircraft, made first contact. The Australian 
artillery battery was in direct support. The US artillery batteries 
added to the firepower and a US Air Force controller brought in an air 
strike. The artillery and air fires; coupled with the movement of the 
mall Australian patrol~ forc&d the enemy to move into a complete 

Australian company that wa waiting to make the capture. 

3• D+2 (7 November 1965)• 

&. • TF l/503d moved to a battalion base position and con
tinued to search its sector. At 0?0955H a VC tunnel system was located 
and destroyed. 

b. Late on the tpird day of the operation the Brigade S-2 
informed the l/50Jd Infantry that confirmed intelligence indicated that 
a VC force was less than 2,000 meters to the west or the battalion. 
Small patrols were dispatched just before dark, They soon made contact 
'With the enezey and were withdrawn to the battalion perimeter. As the 
night settled the stage was set for the climactic events of the follow
ing day. 

c. TF 1/RAR continued to setlrch its sector e st of Tue 
Dong Nai. No contao·~ was established with the enemy, 

4. D+J {8 November 1965). 

a. On D+3 TF l/50Jd fought and won a major battle. The 
initial contact was made as C/l/50Jd moVed toward what intelligence 
reports and patrols of the previous day had indicated as a VC instal
lation. At approximately 0800 hours the right flahk platoon came upon 
an enemy fortified area. The enemy and our troops exchanged a large 
volume of small arms and automatic weapons fire. The platoon was soon 
joined by the remainder of the company and it became evident as the 
fight progressed that they had engaged a battalion-size or larger force. 



. . 

Th mav begah an attan.pt to envelop the flank ot Canpa.%\1 a. Th 
ti&hting was frequently at eye-ball contact and hand to he.ni in an 
extrEIIle:q dense jungle area. B Company was atfective in securing C 
Canp1eyt a right flank. A short. time later C Compa.ey found its open 
flank being enveloped also. Elements at Can}Bny A were ccmnitted at 
this tim 1 attacking toward the ene~te lett !'lank. The major portion 
at D Canpaey-1 twice brd<e the encirclement. Short~ atter nocr1 Can~ 
B and Can~y- C consolidated their positicn ·and directed intens arbll.
l.e17 tire and air strikes against the enem;r. The enEI!J7's succeasiv 
assaults on B and C Canpany were tutile1 caUI5ing him tevere loss s. 
ActiTity slowed to sniper tire and sporadic machine gun tire in the 
l.&t afternoon arxl evening around the perilltetar ot C!Bpany B and Can
~ c. The battalion CP perimeter, appro:Jd.mately- ljOOO meters to the 
taat, was brushed several times throughout the night. It was later 
discovered that these were VC el(lments attempting to 'Withira'W' trom the 
area ot th batt 1•. 

b. ~F 1/RAtt, south ot the river, after meetinl ho oppoei
ticn during oat of the day, encountered a 'Will dug-in nmq t crce 

timated to number 100 at appro.x:i.matel¥ 16.30 hours and became eng ed 
in ' hea"VY .tir fight befare the enenv broke ccntact. 

5, M4 ( 9 Novembex- 1965). 

a,. During the momihg., the primary cortCem was to determ.ina 
enem;y locations ani evacuate trietrlly casualties from the battl area ot 
8 Novanber. Elements of l/503d searched the battle area for any ra:nain
ing VC forces and to ascertain VC casualtie • Only light contact wa mad 
and a total or 391 VC bodies were counted in the imntediate vicinity-. The 
remainder of the VC force had Wi th:lra1C1 fran the area. 

b, At 0913000 ltecon l>l.atoon l/50Jd which was located &long 
the rivero, to protect the battalion rear, was extracted independent of 
the main body. At 0914.3SH extracti cn of the remaih.der of TF 1/ .50.3d began 
and was c.ompleted at 091S45H. 

c. The RA:A Datteey and TF 1/Fl.Mi were extracted .tran LZ 
JACX to Bast Camp, closing at 091250H. 

de The .3d Battalion, J19th Art.illeey Task Force returned 
to Bien Hoa by motor convoy, thoUgh not without incident. Troop E, 
11th cavalry fired upon am sank two enemy sampans, with five pereon 
aboard, cin the Scng Dong Nai River as the convay moved back to the 
ba.se camp frc:m Position ACE. 

II. QRITIQUE OF OPERATION. 

A. Introduction: 

1. A critique of this operation was conducted on lJ N<Y ember 
1965. Pal-ticipating in the critique were the Ccmmaming General, the 



Btoigaci Stall, Sattillon, ee~rat eon1pany commands 
ti vee of all supporting elements. 

d represent 

2. '!'he purpose of the critique was to identify those tech
niques and procedures that worked well and those thai requir modifi
cation or ubstituiion in order to ~proVe our comb t effectiv nesi 
tor future operations • 

3 • A summary' of the signii'icant items id ntii'ied during the 
tritique and proposed corrective action is as follows: 

B. Operations : 

1. Movement • 

a. Ground movement. '!'he ground movement of the s.rtil 
1 ry, cavalry and tank company to position ACE was conducted without 
incident. Movement to and from this position was conducted during 
darkness. Air cover and air relay were nvailable during the moves. 
(Movement of the artillery during darkness was necessar,r in order to 
have the guns in position and registered in time to support the 
assault landing on D-Day. The t-etum movement during darkness was 
necessary, since the last forces were extracted from the operational 
Area a.fter darkness fell, requiring the nrtillery to remain in posi
tion to support the extraction. After other movements were completed 
the artillery tired several missions on the extraction r.z• a.rtd oil 
reported and suspected enemy locntions,) 

b. Airmobile Assault. 

(1) Assault of IZ JACK by 1/RAR began one and a 
half hours later than scheduled, due to ground fog in the objective 
area. This LZ alternate was chosen for the assault after intelligence 
was received that two VC Battalions l'tere positioned on a ridge lirie 
immediately south of primary landing zone QUEEN. This change 1 approx 
imately one half hour prior to H-Hour1 created no problems or confus 
ion. Air suppo~ and artillery preparations were planned for the prim
ar,y and alternate LZ•s, therefore the change to the alternat LZ caused 
no requir ment to designate new preparatory concent ations. 

(2) '!'he airmobile assault illt for 1/RAR consist d 
of 29 UHJD and B UHlB helicopters • This lift was formed into three 
elements, with the initial touchdown at 0930 hours and the last ele 
~nt to close the Battalion in the objective area landing at l021H, 
A total of 671 personnel were lifted in the assault. 

(3) Troops of 1/RAR were in position on the east 
bank of the river, to provide protection from that direction, while 
l/503d landed across the river at LZ KING using the same amount of 
airlii't. The ls.ndings at LZ KING began at 1245 and w~.o cccpletErl 
at 13)51 with t.J:'a~ oa:cltted in tm assault. 
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(4) ~traction of 1/503d elements began with th lift
out o£ the r connaissanco elements of 40 personnel st 1130 9 Novemb r 
ft'on1 a.n \ltlnatned LZ north of IZ KING It was necessary i'or our · laments 
to ol ar an I..Z 1 With three helicopter ce.p city to extract the main force. 
One of the helicopter in the first element became disabled when a 
counter-weight became disconnected and damaged a rotor blade. This 
necessitated the repair of the helicopter on the LZ and aduoed the 
capacity to two helicopters the extraction continued at this reduced 
ra.t 

(5) SimUltaneously with the extraction of l/503d, 
1/RAR extraction began from lZ JACK. Whenevar helicopters ~ere 
diverted to piok up personnel a.t LZ JACK some adjustments o£ the 
troop formation were required. Theso were readily made with the 
minimum of confusion• (Thi operation displated the flexibility 
that ia 1nherent in the use of helicopters to move groUnd forces, 
When dir oted from an aerial command a.nd obsetvatio post. This ae~
ial command post containing the grotind collllii8t1der, his army e.vintion 
and artillery representatives and Air rorca ALO; provide he means 
to div-ert airlift 1 direct and coordiha.te :,trmed helicopt r artiliecy 
and 'I'AO airfire support as the tactical situation dettW.hds. The oper
ation also disp~yed the need ot the ground fo~oas to be able to re -
spond rapid.Js' to changes with the minimum of oonfuaion. To dhiev 
this response., ~lear, ooncise and meaningful ord~rs must be trans~ 
nu.tted to e.ll elements inVolved in the c~a.nge ) 

(6) The e~raction or i/$03d continued until there 
wer just enough force remaining to sscUr the LZ and the di bled 
helicopter beihg repaired. When no ntore foree could be lifted out 
without risking the capture of the helicopter, th complete lift was 
diverted to 1/RAR. When the helicopter was repaired and eapabl of 
flying out, helicopters were again di ve:rled front 1/RAR o complete 
th lift ut o£ the remaining l/503d forces. A sufficient ull in the 
aeti~ty on the l/503d LZ had attracted the VC to move forward and 
investigate the LZ area. He obviously thought t t the eXtraction 
was completed. The 1/SOJd e ctl.rity elements killed e veral of the 
enemy during the extraction of its remairlitlg elements • A door gunner 
on one lift helicopter was able to dlaim three enemy kills while sweep
ing the area with fire on departure o:£ hls lift No .triondly casualties 
or damage to helicopters was inflicted dttring the extr~otion. 

(7) Several lessons were learn d and proposals made 
for future extractions that extend into darlmees: 

(a) All fires in the pro~ of the extrac
tion ~one must be extinguish d. They can readily cotL.t'USe the lift 
pilots s the LZ location, 01 b1. o bright as to impair their night 
vision. 
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(b) To mark I2's at night, railroad fuzes, or 
thermite grenades would be suitable as distinctive lights. The elec
tric batons used for ground control of aircraft are also suitable tor 
marking of the extraction force forward elements. These batons held 
by the lead man of each lift will enable pilots to land at the intend
ed pick-up point• The batons can be sent into the extraction LZ with 
the pathfinder element. Another idea for lighting pick-up points 
proposed was the use of C-4 compound mixed with sawdust in a sho 
polish can. This mixture burns well for an extended periodJ is 
ree.c:ti.ly' available and ;Light in weight. 

(c) During any extraction it is imperative to 
know how !Dany troops remain in the objective area and where they are 
located. During the conduct of extraction at night, this becomes 
even mre important to preclude leaving persormel in the area and to 
insur that supporting artillery and airfires can be pulled in close 
to the perimeter. 

(8) The replacement blAde required for the damaged 
helicopter was available only in Saigon and was flown to the opera• 
tional area and ihStalled. I£ a longer replacement tfme were required 
a decision would have to be made to air evacuate the damaged heli
copter, secure it with gro.und elements until it could be repaired, 
or destroy it. An estimate of the time required to repair a downed 
helicopter must be made immediately in order to determine which eouree 
of action hould be taken. 

c. Airlift of Artillery. 

(1) The Royal Australian Artillery Battecy was air
lifted by helicopter to LZ JACK after that area was ecured by TF 1/RAR. 
There was approximately a half-hour delay in lifting the initial battery 
into the objective area. Departure control was holding the lift until 
word came from the objective area, while in the objective area it was 
assumed that the battery would be lifted as soon as aircraft were avaU
able (Everyone must be well read into the operation). 

(2) Other than the above mentioned incident the move 
into and out of the objective area went rapidly and efficiently.. A/S2d 
Aviation company conducted the lift. This being our own attached com
pany, they had previous~ lifted this unit, and therefore had developed 
techniques and procedures Whieh expedited the lift. 

d. Tactical Movement in the Objective Area. 

(1) Movement to contact 

(a) T1" +/RAR formed a search pattern similar 
to other operations. The movement by companies to get into positioh! 



... ____ _ 

to tabl.1sh patrol ba es, however, was conducted along ridge lines · 
because the nemy was located in the low ground near sources of water 
and fish. C nt ct on two occas s b A Com s e e 
close r~e which s not desirable but difficult to overcome in that 
type oterrain. Mojling with a very narrow front ap_pears to be the · · · 
onJ.y assurance that .. the entire unit will hot become engaged at a very ~~ t'.1 
short range before the formation is completely prepared for dontact. t\\.rll, · P~+ 

(b) TF l/503d had reconnoitered and prepared ""~~ ft. . 

by fire to their objective area the night before and on the morning 
of the day of contact. ·The enemy was thel'e however, and '52ntact was 
J!!!de at 15 to 30 meters ftom the eneiq. Ohce contact is made witfl . 
enem;r having automatic weapons the contact forces are i-elatiwly glued . ~ 
to their spots and it is difficUlt to pull thetn back to all<M heavy \-} ~ 
tire support to be brought to bear on enemy front line forces • Artil-
lery and TAO Air fires brought on the enemy's rear areas ~er contact 
was made by l/503d did not make the enemy's front l.ihe Withdraw. The 
enem;y stood his ground by getting into holes and oont:iJlued to fire 
even While his rear area was being hit• 

(c) It was proposed that on the approach ma.roh 
that approximately five fire teams of five each recede th 
body b:y: 100 to 200 _ylmie. The main body would then move to the location 
of the !'ire teams and the same pattern repeated- using the same five 
fire teams or different ones. In this manner the minimum or forces 
will be cozmni.tted ontact is made 1 enabling The iDaxiirum _free4__ottl 
of maneuver for the main body. The leading echelon must be thinnea 
out 1n dense terrain. Another proposed solution was to echelon col
Uin1'18 right or left in order to keep a minimum of' force ll1Bld.ng the 
contact. 'l'he dif.t:ieulty with such a maneuver ths · bilit to 
~intain a true formation in dense junglesJ Keeping formation is 
virtually impossible unless we maintain a continuous chain of eye 
contact from the rear man to the man in front of him. 

(2) Maneuver after contact. The difficult problem 
tor the battalion commander is to determine where all his forces are 
located alter contact is made. He must know this before committing any 
more .t'orces to movement or using his heavy fire support • The lead com
pany, in contact with the enemy, . must also be giveh enough time to de
velop the situation before a decision is made to maneuver other elements, 
If contact is broken by pulling back in order to get heavier fire power 
on the enemy forces in contact, the situation will not develop properly. 
It remains a choice of breaking contact or maintaining contact and 
maneuvering forces out o£ contact to hit the enem:rt s flank. Whenever 
the situation cannot be developed without ~cessive personnel losses it 
was agreed that brea.k:i..ilg contact and striking the enemy with artillery 
and air, With an immediate folloli up by friondly maneuvering is the 
most effective approach, If we can t ke an objective by fire power, 
we should do so • 
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Unit Tactics. 

(1) A significant situation in this operation was 
that we were not in a hurry to take an objeoti ve. We are on a time 
schedUl when we deliver forces into an objective area and at times 
during the movement to contact. After cont ct is established the time 
table should be discarded and the battle should be adjusted to the 
pace of the local commander in contact, 

(2) ~ the dense jungle terrain; there i alway 
danger that friendly forces are being maneuvered to positions where 
they will mask the fires of other friendly forces~ 

(3) It is an advantage to be able to set up a 
battalion base and operate from that base rather than constantly move 
the battalion as a whole. This procedure expedites logistical support 
and command and control. Heavier weapons such as 4.2 mortars can also 
be delivered into the base i£ needed. This procedur has been found 
to be the best way to search an area. 

(4) There is a slight disadvantag to the battalion 
patrol base concept in that the forces that are on patrol and exposed 
to the enell\V are thin. In a sweep-type concept with the entil:'e bat
talion moving, maximum strength is immediately at hand; however, it' 
contact is made in the sweep-type formation the enem1 often avoidS 
contact merely by moving to one side or the other, 

(5) It was noted that in out tactic of th sweep and 
the patrol base concept, not enough use is made of blocking forces 
in the maneuvers • The enemy has the ability to evade ou1' patrols 
under either concept unless some forces block; while th other forces 
move toward the blocking positions. As ~ substitute to using per
sonnel; rtillery or mortar fires «:an be 'Used s the blocking force. 

f • Use of Scout Dogs • The 'Y'S.lue of scout dogs in the 
operation was limited, They were used ort several occasions to go 
through bunkers J howe'V'er, ho enemy was £otmd in these bunkers • An
other way the doge were used was to help select the best route back 
to the base camp as the patrol was returning • It is advisable to use 
the same dogs and dog handlers with each unit, It was also believed 
that dogs working with ARVN forces on a continuous baeie 1 as thee 
did, and thenbrought into the operation to work With American Forces 
disrupts their sans ot smell. 

2 • Firepower: 

a, Ini' aptry \<lea pons • 

(1) This operation was the Brigad te first battle 
where t appeared as if th majority of en~ casualties were caused 
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by O\U" rlrle and machine gun rire1 rather than b1 mortar, !!.~tillery 
e.nd air as in other battles • Interviews With a number of individual 
riflemen from l/503d after the battle, r-evealed that they fired any
wherQ from ~0 to 2~unds from their M16 rifle during the period 
of the fire lghti ~ of those questioned attested to th fact th t 
t~z saw thqe enez;v fall after being hit by their ri£1 !'ire. Both of 
these ?acts are dramatic reversils over World War Il post battle an lyse • 

(2) The M16 rifle performed well during the ba.ttl$1 
with ~elatively few stoppages experienced. Trouble that may haVe 
been experi&nced can be attributed to an accumulation of carb 
the ch~~ This has resulted r~om a ck of chamber br-ushes 
the M16. ere are 1'lON' . .available for t~'s waapcn• therefor ; tittld 
expedients :must be used. Another item needed for the wea}X)n l.s a 
ruptured cartridge extractor. Immediate action for the weapon stop 
t>age has been found to be JX>uring a great amotint o£ oil down the bore 
several times a day. 

(3) In several ins tan es .flame throwers t)ou1d hava 
been used by l/503d however, th problem of getting the apon into 
the ~ea in time was prohibitive. Flame thrower teams are available 
'With the Support. Batt lion and are being trained in rappelil1g i't'om 
helicopt rs into operational ~reas, 

(4) Two 81mm mort~ round were axploded in the 
l/503d CP area. An investigation reYealed cleat marks on tre trunks. · 
~1s indicated that the rounds were hung in trees and booby trapPed b~ 
~le Yine tripwires. It is reoommended th t tree trunks in battalion 
patrol and base reas be exanrl.ned for cleat IDS.rks in the tutu.re. 

b • Artillery. 

(l) The artillery fired total of .343 ' missions with 
5352 ~unds of 105mm Howitzer ammunition. 

(2) As usual the arlillery was frustrated by the 
many oea.se fir s but realized that the man on the ground was king. 
It ia frustrating to the artillery to get a prime target and not be 
able to fire because a friendly force is maneuvering into positiort . a 
and cannot giVe troop clearance. fA.tl't.r{ ~ ~~.~~~ 

(3) 1/RAR used cove~ing fire rr qu nt!1 which faci1-
1t.ated oaneunr,. 

(4) During the extraction of the forces, high angle 
fire could not be employed due to the location of the flight corridors 
and the simultaneous extraction from two LZ•s. 

(5) During one period communication was interrupted 
between the FSCd and the helicopters in the operational area. Com-
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munication from FSCC was transferred to the artillery ai~ observer 
who provided information on helicopter traffic in the area and gaw 
clearance to fir artillery. Thiti ettpedient appeared to work well 
and ll1a7 shorten the pe~iod of cea.s fir when helicopters ar in 
the area of operations. 

(6) It is a common practice to sttike the extrac
tion LZ pe iphery 'With artillery when the last element becomes r
borne. 

(7) There was never a shortage of artiller,y ammuni
tion during the entire operation. 

(S) One of the mo t significant revelations from 
the critique was the fact that during the height of the 1/50Jd en ... 
gagement, which lasted four to five hours, only six artillery %ni sions 
were c pable of being fired 1n support. Of the ll7 TAC Air sorties 
used during the operation only 36 were employed on the day o£ the big 
battle1 and the majority of those were mployed after the action had 
eeas d. We must find a way to use the fire th · t our dis-
~· Th groun comman er must, uring contact, be obaesse th 
tlndfng ways to employ artillery and air firepower to assist his 
forces • On occasions it may be necessary to stop everything ih order 
to car .t: ad ust artiUe fire to lace 'it"' exact where its 

.. needed • . Walk the fire into where you wan • The same can oe done 
with ir support. We must use bombs and bullets instead of bodies. 

tV~ l/1@11 f!D~ 
0 R/eNT411 of'J 

(9) A ~ecurring problem is for the man on the ground 
to identify his location. Adjustment by calling-in phosphorus rounds 
t.o a position is time consuming. ija.rkipg rounds for the M-79 at§., -r ,;uv c:r t:l MM o 
,!U'gent1 neede~. A marker that will designate to the man in tho air YlS-LLo~ fho 
and to he man on the ground the same location, 1 needed. 

c • Armed Helicopters • 

( 1) As indicated above, a marking round in the form 
of a smoke streamer is needed to identify the location of' forward 
ground elements for th armed helicopters in order to provide closer 
upporting suppressive fire • FVr-LG G;J.~IVIJI:>c- -srno~c- 5T~ IJ/11 t. 

(2) Th armed helicopters performed exceptionally 
well in upport of the airmobile assault landings, escort of' lift 
helicopters and dtn'ing the extraction phase. They are alSo extremely 
fine reconnaissance vehicles. 

d. Tactieal Air. 

(1) Worthy of note was the flexibility and accuracy 
of the tactical air preparation. When it 'Was decided on short notice 
to both delay the initial landing and then to use tho alternate LZ 
(LZ JACK) 1 the tactical air reacted quickly and efficiently. At the 
last minut an intelligence report indicnted that a large enemy force 



'Was jUS south of the p:rimal-y LZ. Tho twolv USAl" planes that wero 
aloft for th LZ preparation were oalled down on the reported force. 
Twelve more planes were ca.llod up from ground alert ani the prepar
ation on the alternat tz 'WaS complete in dcordanee with th revised 
chedt.tl • 

(2) The following i otic l air mi.& ions we:re employed 
to upport this operation~ 

(a) 5 Uovember 65 • 46 Sortiee 

(b) 6 November 65 • 10 Sortie 

(c) 7 November 65 lo Sorti 1 

(d) 6 November 65 35 Sortif3s 

(e) 9 November 65 16 Sorties 

TOTAL: 117 Sorties 

Total ordnance expend d - 158.5 tons 

(3) The concept oi' attaching t\...!A9J a radio oper 
tor, and a radio maintenance technician to each -ui'Iantry battalion., 

ha.s proven err ctive. The functions of the ground FAO r to provid 
close air support to the infantry battalion commander by assisting 
the airborne FAC in the control of direction or trik aircraft and 
to advise the ground commander in the plannirtg and execution of tao 
tical air support. tr'hie advic49 is oft fill the F AC' s tno t importllnt 
function, Comnunication between the groUhd and airbomtt FAO has 1ncrea ed 
tactical air esponse and has enhanced friendly troop sai'oty from TAO 
air fire • 

(4) The air preparation of LZ KING tor the as ault 
consisted of l'lapalm. Bombs coUld not be used because 1/RAR w 
located immediately across the riVer. 

(5) All commanders were unanimous in their ·praiae 
for the responsive and accurate TAO air support received during the 
operation. 

(6) There was a certain amount of contusion in 
obtaining and directing AF rescue helicopters for the evacuation of 
casualties. Request for Air Force helicopters should be treated 
the same as an immediate tactical air request. The request goes 
from the ALO to the DASC, is scrambled- and picked up by the request
ing AUJ • (The Air Force H-43 has a 200 £oot cable hoi t that can be 
Used to extract casualties from jungle areas where there is no LZ, 
it the trees are not too tall.) 



.. 

c. lngistios: 

1. Preparation of landing ~ones ir{ jungle terrain. A for
midable tat;~k confronted 1/503; to cut a holtJ into the jungle to en-

lbe medical evucuation helicopters to land. Movement o£ triend11 
wounded and dead to a suitable LZ '·ias ~-ractioal in the dense ter-
rain, The hacking-out of an evacuation began on the afternoon of 
8 November and was completed on 9 Nove er. One helicopter (With 
extraordinar.Y skill on the part ot the pilot) could descend vertic ll1 
tor 250 feet in an ~ feet diameter space to pick up casualties. The 
task of cutting large trees was difficult, because of inexperienced 
personnel, even with the use of chain saws. Seven ch in saws were low
ered to the sround the evening before the evacuation and work progressed 
most of the night. It is interesting to note th~t accompanying the let 
Battalion was a civilian photographer (making a documentary film) who 
had spent 1.5 years as a lumberjack, He i.lmnediate11 offered his service 
to help cut trees. His efforts produced almost five times the result 
of any other person. He kneW what he was doing and therefore obtained 
better results. It was recommended that a s · rained in 
cutting LZ •s in the le. h s earn would have available the n 
ss eq'lll.pmen an uring operations be on-call to rappel from heli-

copters into the proposed IZ area. It is anticipated that a team would 
consist of eight members. Experiments will also be conducted by this 
team on the use of explo ives for clearing lZ' a. Power augeres muat be 
o~ to place expl_gsives ..in the woad. • 

2. After the casualties were evaauated l/503d moved to an 
area which afforded a better extraction LZ. When this area was s~l ... 
ect d, work was begun to improve ita siZe to enable three helicopters 
to land eimultaneousl1• It is worthy to note that from tm airborne 
helicopter direction dan be given to the personnel on the ground as 
to which trees or brush constitute the obstacles to landing. A smoke 
grenade dropped oh these locations marks the specific area requiring 
additio.nal clearance. It was determined that the construction of an 
oval $haped LZ was the most efficient design, how ver each ilot that 
co s into the area for the r st t~e must be s ecifica informed~ 

to where o lace his tail boom. ~ ~ 1 ..... DJ-.~ .J.. ~(f 0 l D 

.3. The dense jungle canopy made evacuation or casualties 
from the l/50.3d area virtually impossible on the 8th. Well off to 
the flank of the perimeter, where there were two cas'l1alties 1 it was 
discovered that the jungle canopy was not as high as in most other 
areas. An Air Force H-43 helicopter 'With a 200 foot lowering cable 
was used to evacuate these two men. During that night and early 
morning of 9 November all men worked quite hard to make a helicopter 
landing !lone for casualties to be evacuated. Seven power sa'Ws were 
lowered into the area and some trees 250 £pet high arrl up to six feet 
in diameter were cut down. A funnel 250 feet deep and approximately 80 
feet in diameter was cut into the jungle for casualty evacuation. It 
took gre t skill and daring for our Army and Air Force helicopter pilots 
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to maneuver their planes in such a restricted area. E ch casualty and 
all qUipment that was not needed for the remainder of tho operation 
wAs evacuated through this IIHelicopter Funnel.'' 

4• The supply lift eonsieted of 112 helicopter sorties 
dlll'ing the operation. There was a three-hour delay but this had no 
effect on supply availability to committed forces. 

5 • It lvas recognized early" after the Australian artillery 
battery was hell-lifted into the objective area that they required 
some fo:nn of transport to haul ammunition. The IDI.EX: parachute drop 
did not always place the ammunition exact~ at the guh positions• 
A mechanical mule (M2?4) was lifted to them to alleviate this problem. 

D • Intelligence t 

1. The two-way' Intclligence/Adniin/I.og net employed during 
the operation functioned well. The command emphasis on th need to 
keep information flowing to the rear was evident. 

2 . A weapon that was captured a great ru.stance from the 
main battle area was turned in to the Brigade S-2 e. douple of days 
after the operation, It was determined from the type of we pan cap
tUred that the unit encountered was ana thor main force unit. Em ha. is 
must be placed on t~ in ca tured ui ent :inm1edia t
Ulcat§. 

J, our long range patrols were launched in conjunction With 
this operation. This was their first use in combat a great distance 
from the lnain force. They made several sightings e.hd gained valuable 
eXperience by testing operational procedures, 

4. Sufficient cameras are being obtained to provide each 
company size unit _e camera for intelligence purposELS • Recording of' 
what we see for l.pter study is important. 

E. Command) Control and Communication; 

1. Care must be · taken that rumors are not started atld sprend 
during the heat o£ battle. There were several instances where personnel 
received partial and distorted information and passed it on with fur 
ther magnification. No harm came of these incidents~ however, this 
has a potential danger. Nmrnpaper correspondents may not be desirous 
of checking the validity of the information before disEIIlinat:ing it. 

2 • Experience has shown that in requesting a Tactical area 
of operational responsibilities for a specific operation it must be 
larger than the area of maneuver. It must encompass the area on the 
periphery of the :intended maneuver area to include those areas from 
which action may be generated, We must not restrict o~ fires out
side the maneuver area. 

li 
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F. CiVic Action: While T~ J/319th occupied position AOE it con
duct d certain civic action activities in the villages on i ts periphery. 
A doctor and MEDCAP team treated 25S civilians and a dentist extracted 
27 teethe Seven hundred and fifty pounds of food stUffs were distributed 
to needy civilian families. 

III. SUl-'lMARY • 

A. On 8 November 1965 a tnain line enemy force was destroyed 
~th its few survivors being forced to flee into the jungle leaVing 
their dead and equipment behind• Intelligenee reports indicated that 
in the area of the 1st Battalion 503d Infantry a main line VC Force 
of three battalions had been soundlt defeated, The enemy killed came 
to 403 by body count. This was the largest kill, by the smallest 
unit; ;ih the shortest time in the War in \Tietnam to date. HeavilY 
engaged by overwhelming numbers, lst Battalion 503d Infantry, proved 
the superiority of the American Paratrooper beyond any ~uestion of 
doubt. They decisively defeated a determin d and numerically superio~ 
enemy force d spite all handicaps. 

B. There were many things done correctly which are taken as 
normal which have not been mentioned in the critique. There are; 
however, many procedures and techniques that we must improve to 
achieYe greater combat effectiveness. 

C. It is characteristic of this war th t while th battle raged; 
the supportihg artillery for the operation was engaged in civic ction 
operations in an attempt to win the people of these villages for the 
GVN. 

0 
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SITUATION. 

A. Tactical Situation: 

. : 1 ~ Mission. The lVd Airborne Brigade (Separate) conducted a 
seaxch and 'destroy operation· in the Viet Cong dominated War Zone 11D" in 
Tan Uyen District of Bien Hoa Pruvince near the junction of the Dong Nai 
and Song Be River• The ·operation which began on 5· November 1965 and 

. ended on 9 November 1965, was the fifth operation conducted in War Zone 
>1• · • ·IID11 by this Brigade~ During· the o~l"ation the l~t Battalion 503d Air-

. , ·,, . borne Infantry mat and virtually annihilated a Viet Cong unit that l'Tas 
· .. L ' later proved to be composed ~f three battalions• . 

1/f • ,. 

.. 
Task Force l/503d - Lt Col Tyler, CO 
l/503d Infantry · 
RRU Team 
FAC Team 
Engr Squad ·· 
2 Vietnamese ,Polioe 

I' ., ' I ' 

c . Task Force 1/,RAR - Lt Col Brumfield, CO 
1st Battalion Royal Australian Regime~~ 
Royal Australian Regiment 

. Royal Australian Artilleey Batterr 
RRU Team 1 ~ · • 

FAC Team . 
2 Vietnamese Police ' ~- . 
Task Force 3i319th - Lt Col Surut, CO :: 
A Btry 3/319th Arty , . , . . . ' 
C Btry 3/319th Arty . : 
E/17 Cavalry 1 • 

D/16 Arroor ·. 
RRU Team 
2 Vietnamese Police 

! I . , 

•'-
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Task Force Rear 
2/50.3d Infantry 
173d Spt Battalion 
16lst Artillery Battery (RNZA) 
Admin Company 
Hl\0 l7.3d Abn Bd& 
Engr Co (-) 

3. Description of Operational Area. 

.-

a. The terrain found in the 1/RAR operational area was open 
paddy in the vicinity of the N-S trail; their west flank. As the unit 
progressed 'easterly the paddy gav.9 way to small hill masses seldom reach
ing an elevation of over 70 feet. The vegetation consisted of rice paddies 
on the west .flank and low shrubberY became predominant as the unit moved 
generally east. Once , the small hill masses rtere reached a semi-jungle 
vegetation was encountered. .The canopy level was approXimately 30 feet 
to 40 feet in height but open' in many places. The undergrowth consisted 
of ma.ny low vines and entanglements but observation was good to approx
imately 50 meters. Cover and concealment were excellent. Fields of 
fire were generally poor~ Th~ critical terrain features were the hill· 
masses which overlooked the 4Yenues of approach and the numerous E41 
trails leading into the area~ · 

I I . b. The terrain in the 1 503d operational area consisted of 
low paddy initially but as the unit progressed N and NW small hill masses 
became prominent. These hill, masses seldom exceeded 70 feet in height. 
The vegetation found on the Lz was tall grass/reeds reaching a height of 
6 to 10 feet. As the unit moyed generallyW and NW a semi-jungle vege
tation was encountered. The · reget.a~ion consisted of th~ck undergro:wth 

. in the vicinity of the stream beds , ho.-rever, as the streams were crossed 
the undergrowth became sparse,. The canopy \'tas thick, almost without 

· openings and the first canopy. reached a height of 40 to , 50 feet. While 
a second canopy was 250 feet

1
high. Observation was goo~ up to approx

imately 50 ~eters when maneuvering away from the stream beds. Vegeta-. 
tion within the stream beds limited observation to 5 to 10 meters~ , Cover 
and concealment were excellent and fields of fire generally poor. The 
small hill ~sses were consi4ered :critical te~ain because they. over
l ooked the avenues of approacr into the area. Numerous E-W truls i led 
from the hill masses to the Song Dong Nai and Song Be Rivers. ·. 

I • I . I 

S 
I. . 

B.· · ummary of Operations: 

1. :. D-Day (~ Nove~e~ ; 1965). 

. : a. Implementation of OPORD 2S-65 (Operation Hump) began at 
050530H whC:n the lead elemen~~ of TF 3/3l9th crossed the start point and 
moved by motor convoy to Position ACE (See Chart) a few kilometers 'south 
west of the: operational area, I. a.'1d registered its batter;tes in preparation 

I. 
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for the helicopter assaults later in the mornjng. The artillery position 
was as close to · the operational area as the existing road network and 
surrounding terrain would permit. Because of the distance of Pos.ition 
ACE from the northern area of operations, one battery of Royal Australian 
Artillery was to b~ neli~lift~d into~ forward po~ition in the ~outherfl 
~Aon (t~oticAl ~oA c£ ~e;poneibij~~y ) attc~ tho F~;t D&tt~lion, no~l 
Australian Regiment had secured the area. 

'I b• The First Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, scheduled 
to assault LZ QUEEN from helicopters at 0800 hours and begin operations · 
in the southe~ TAOR, was delayed because of heavy ground fog which ob
scured the ~anding zone area •.. one and one half hours later the Australians . 
executed their landing an alternate LZ JACK with no apposition~ . They l'Tere . 
preceded by a 45 minute LZ preparation by air strikes; artillery, and . 
armed helicopter fires. They landed in three lifts of three elements · 
each. The Australian 105nun holdtzer battery fallowed shortly after the . 
infantry battalion was on the·' ground." 

.. · .;·c. The 1st Batta;I.ion (Airborne) 503d Infantry, also pre
ceded by ~ , intense LZ prepar?tion, began the assault on LZ KING, c;m 
the north bimk of the Song Dong Nei River, at 1245 hours. This ~d
ing also met no resistance on' the ground; however, the helicopters . 
were fired I ~pon from the- gro~ prior to landing. · · 

I ·' II 
· d. 'J.'\qo long rang~ pat;rols (five men each) were employed 

on this operation, being helilif'ted into the south and ~o the east of . 
LZ Qt.JE:EN. They sighted and reported several groups of Viet Cong a~d 
when possible,, directed air strikes against them. Both patrols we~e 
extracted b~ D+-2 by helicopter. · 

~·a. The two battalions cleared their immedifite areas dur
ing the remafr1der of the firs'!;. day and encountered only,: light ani~r 
fire. The ~/RAR sent a unit into the village of' Xom Ca~ Xoai, noryh of 
LZ JACK. T~~a village had figured in severa.l previous operations• :: The 
area was fo~d to be completely evacuated. · 

2 • . D+l (6 November 1965). 
: tl I " I 

·: a. TF l/503d continued to search its sector using platoon 
sized patro,+s, operating f'rom

1

'three Company patrol bases. Only light 
contact was ;made,with several ,1abandoned VC Camps discovered and des- . 
troyed. Tear gas was used in ' a VC 'tunnel but no enemy were found to 

~: be present~ Of particular in~erest was an open area, tq the north of 
·, . · LZ KING, that was also suitabie for use as an LZ. Fortified positions 
·f· having excellent observation and fields of fire ad recently been pre

pared by th~ enemy around this area about thirty meters 
1 

in from the; 
; · woodline. 1, .: 

·b. That portion of the Ho Chi Minh Trail just north-west 
of the confluence of the Song Be and Song Dong Nai Rivers, long r eputed 
t o be hoavil1-used VietCong supply route, revealed no ~ications 1 of 

,t ' I ~ 
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rocent traffic. Signs of usage which had appeared :in aerial photo
graphs were actua~ the results of rain water erosion on the open 
trail. 

' 
c~ TF 1/RAR pushed east and southeast against sporadic 

oppooition £rom l!mipor . .fil"<!l and Orn.'lll groupo o! VO. 'l'hoy i'o'Und oovoral 
isolated enemy positions ~~d shelters; and five enemy grenades. In 
the late afternoon of D+lj Company A of the 1/RAR became engaged in a 
fire fight with an enemy unit of unknown size. There were no friendly 
casualties but two VC ~ere killed and one was wounded and captured. 
The prisoner was carrying a plan for an attack on an outpost :in the Bien 
Hoa area. He revealed that he was a member of a larger force and he 
confirmed the I plan before he died of his wounds. The rounding up· and 
capture of this small enemy force was a fine display of teamwork. A 
small Australian patrol, that w-ras being observed by an Australiru1 
pilot in a fixed wing aircraft, made first contact. The Australian 
artillery battery was in direct support. The US artill~ry batteries 
added to the firepower and a US Air Force controller brought in an air 
strike. The artillery and air,.firas, coupled with the movement of the 
small Australian patrol, forced the enemy to move into a complete 
Australian company that was waiting to make the capture.· 

3. D+2 (7 November 1965) • . 
I " 

. ~. TF l/503d move~ to a battalion base position and con-
tinued to.se~ch its sector. At 070955H a VC tlli~el system was located 
and destroyed.. ,. 

b~ late on the third day of the operation the Brigade S-2 
informed the ,l/503d Infantry that confirmed intelligence indicated that 
a VC force w~s less than 2,000 imete·rs to the west of the battalion •. 
Small patrols were dispatched just before dark. They soon made contact 

.. with the enemy and were withdr~\m to the battalion peri.IOOter. · As the 
. : : night settled the stage was set for the climactic events ··of the follow-
·, . i.ng day. . . t: 

r• 

,c. TF 1/RAR cont~ued to search its sector east of Tue · 
Dong Nai. No contact. was established with the enemy. 

'• 
4. 'n+3 (8 November 1965). 

'· 
· a. On D+3 TF l/503d fought and won a major battle. The 

initial contact was made as C/l/503d moved toward what intelligence 
·reports and patrols of the preiious day had indicated as a VC instal
lation. At approximately 0800 hours the right flank platoon came upon 
an enemy fortified area.. The enemy and our troops exchanged a large 

·· volume of small arms and autordtic weapons fire. The platoon was soon 
joined by the · remainder of the.: company and it became evident as the 
fight progre9sed that they had engaged a battalion-size or larger force. 

•I I ' 
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The enaey' began an attempt to envelop the flanks of Canpaey c. This 
.fj,ghting l'ta.S frequ~tly at ~ye-ball contact and hand to harrl in an 
extranely dense jungle area• D. Company was effective in ·securing C 
Canpany's right fl~. A short :time later C Compa.ny found its open 
tlanl' being enveloped also. Elements at domr:any A .we~e canm.;l.tted at 
thin t~o, :.tt~ol(ina to-rttWd tho anai~tY'ra lott 1'14\nlc. 'l'ho ~jC)~ l'Ort:.ion 
of D Canpany; twice broke th~ encirclement. Shortly after noon Company 

· · · B and Cam.p:my C consolidated their position ·and direct€rl intense artil
lery fire and : air strikes again~t the enemy. The enemy's successive 
·assaults on B and C Ccmpany were fui#:iJ.~ 1 causing him 5evere ' losses. 
Activity slowed to sniper fire and :sporadic machine gun fire in the 
late afternoon and evening around the perimeter of Cempa.ny B and Can~ 
par~ c. The battalion CP peri.Irieterl, appro.:x:i.ma.tely 1;000 meters to ·the 
oast, was brushed several times · throughout the night. It \<tao later 
discovered that these were VC elements attempting to withdraw from the 
area of the ·battle. .1 · ' 

.. b. TF 1/RAR, · south of the river, after meeting no opposi.-
. · ·.. ticn duril".g most of the day, encountered a well dug-in enemy f arco · 
· · · · est:im9.ted to number 100 at appr<?xim.a.t~ 1630 hours and qecame engaged 

. ,,., _in a hea.vy £ire fight before the enemy broke contact. .1 ·, I • I, - • 

5 • . Dt4 (9 N~vember 19?5). ·. ·" 
\ I /' 

a. •. . During the momingp the pr:ima.ry concern .;:as to determmo 
enemy locations ani evacuate !'r,:j.endly casualties from the battle area of 
8 November. Elements o£ J/503d : sear,ched the battle area .for any renain
ing VC 1' orces ·and to ascertain VC casU!J.lties. On:cy light.1 contaot was made 
·and a total o+ 391 VC bcxlies w~a counted in the immediat~ vicinity. The 
rema.:i.hder of -;:,he VC force had w;tthdram from the area. :: 

~ ~. At 091300H Rec~n Platoon l/503d which wa,~ located along 
· ·. ~ ~ , the river, tq 1 protect the batta.~on rear 1 was extracted ip.dependent of 
~ ·. ' · the main body ~t At 091438H eXtractic:n of the remainder of TF 1/ 503d began 

. · .and was completed at 091845H. · 
., : 

. ,I ' 

. ·.c. The R.U Dattecy- and TF l/R!IR. were ext.rac;t;ed £rem LZ 
· .JACK to Base Camp, closing at 09l250H. i: 1. 

d.. The 3d Battali~n,. 3l9th Arl.illery Task Farce returned · · 
~ to Bien Hoa. by, motor convoy, thqugh not without incident. Troop E, 

l?th cavalry fired upon arrl sank two enemy sampans, with .five persons 
aboard,. on the Sang Dong Nai Ri:'{er aa the convey mewed back to the i: 
base camp frcm. Position ACE. 

1
i . · · . .. :1 

.. • 

II. CRITIQUE OF OPERATION. 

• I• 
A. Intr¢.uction: 

•' 

" . . , 
•I 

,, 

I 
I' 

., 

l. A cr;i.tiquo of ·this .'operation lotaa conducted on 13 Not ember 
1965. Particr:.pating in the cri~ique 'were the Camna.nding ~eral, the 
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. . . 
· Brigade Staff, B~ttalion; separate company commanders and representa
·tives of all supporting elements~ 

. .. 2. The purpose of the critique was to identify tq~se tech
niques and procedures that worked well and those that require modifi
o~t1on o~ ~Dti~tion in crdQ~ to ~provo o~ aom~A~ t£oot1ygngaQ 
for future operatiqns. 

. . !· 
3. A summa.ry of the significant items identified during the 

critique and proposed corrective action is as .follows: · 

B. ~perations: 

1.· Movement. '. 

a. Ground movement. The ground movement of the artil
lery~ cavalry and tank company to 'position ACE was conducted without 
incident. Movement to and from this position was conducted during 
darkn~ss • . . ~ir cover and airi: relay were available during the moves .• 
(Movement of the ~-tillery during darkness was necessary in order to 
have the guns in position and registered in time to support the 
assault landing on D-Day. The return movement during darkness was 

,, t • 

necessary, since the last forces were extracted from the operational 
· ru:·ea a.:f'ter .~arkness fell, requiring the artillery to ~in in po~i

tion to supi:>ort the extraction. After other movements were completed 
the artillery fired several missions on the extraction IZ1s and on 
reported a."ld suspected eneiey",

1
locations.) 

I • 

I, :; 
b. Airmobile Assault. 

I' 
I I (1) Assault or LZ . JACK by 1/RAR began one and a 

half hours later than scheduled, due to ground .fog in the objective 
area. This LZ alternate was chosen for the assault after intelligence 
was received that two VC Bat~alions were .positioned on a ridge lin~ 
immediately south of primary(; landing zone QUEEN. This.1 change, approx
imate~ one half hour prior io H-Hour, created no problems or confus
ion. Air support and artillery preparations were pJ.anlied for the prim
ary and alternate LZ 1s, tharP,fore•' the change to the alternate LZ caused 
no requfre~nt to designate ~~w preparatory concentrat~ons. .· 

i~ (2) The a~obile a~sault lift for 1/RAR consis~ed 
of 29 UHlD and S UHlB helicopters.. This lift was form,ed into thr~e 
elements, with the initial tpuchdown at 0930 hours and the last ele
ment to close the Battalion in the objective area landing at l021H. 
A total of;,·671 p~rsonnel werl3 J.ifted in the assault. 

(3) Troops ::o.f 1/RAR were in position on the east 
baru< or the river, to provide protection from that direction, \vhile 
1/503d lartded across the riv~r at LZ KING using the same amount or 
a.irl:i.fii• , ,The landings at LZ KING began at 1245 and w~~- ccupletecl 
nt l3~S1 ·nth ~\ipS .otn:.rl.tte<l in the assault. 



· ,. (4) Extraction of l/503d elements began with the li:rt-
out of the reconnaissat""lce elements of 40 personnel at 1130 9 Novernbe~ 
from an unnamed I.Z . north of I.Z KING. It was necessary for O\lr elements 
to clear an I.Z, wii;.h three helicopter capacity to extract the main force. 
One of the helicopters in the first element became disabled ;when a 
ao~~to~~OiBht bGoruno diseer~oote4 ~nd d~mA~od A ' roto~ bl~~· ~hie 
necessitated the repair of the helicopter on the LZ and reduced the 
capacity to two helicopters. The extraction continued at this reduced 
rate. 

· (5) Simultaneously with the extraction of 1/503d, 
1/RAR extraction began from ~ J~CK. Whenever helicopters were · 
diverted to pick up personnel at LZ JACK some adjustments of the · -
troop formation were l•eq.uired. These l'lere readily made with the , , 
minimum of confusion. (This operation displayed the flexibility 
that is inherent in the use of helicopters to move ground forces, 
when directed from an aerial oommand and observation post. This ae~-

1 ial conunand post containing the ground commander, his army aviation 
· · , and artillery representatives· and Air Force ALO, provides the means 
• to divert airlift, direct and coordinate armed helicopter, artillery 

and TAC ai.rfl.re support as th~ tactical situation de~ds • The op:rr
ation also displayed the need of the ground forces to be able to re -
·spond rapidly ·to changes with .. the minimum of confusion." To achieve · 
this responpe, clear, concise and meaningful orders mus:t. be trans
mitted to ~ elements involved in the change.) ., ~ 

' . . ' 
. · (6) The extracti~n of l/503d continued until there 

were just enough forces remaliling to secure the LZ and the disabled 
helicopter being repait'ed. \Vhen no more forces could be lii'ted out 

' without ri~king the capture o~ the helicopter, the complete lift was 
diverted to 1/RAR. 'When the helicopter was repaired and capable of 
flying out, helicopters were again diverted from 1/RAR to complete 
the li.ft-o~t of the remaining ; l/503d forces. A sufficient lull L~ the 
activity on the l/503d LZ had · attr~cted the VC to move forward and 
L1.vestigate ,the LZ area. He ;obviously thought that the extraction 
'\<Ta.S completed. The l/503d security elements killed several of the 
enemy during the extraction of its remaining elements. A door ~er 
on one lift helicopter was able to claim three enemy kills while Slveep
ing the area with fire on de11arture of his lift. No friendly casUalties · 
or damage to helicopters was inflicted during the extraction. ' 

• I 

; , ( ?) Several lessons were learned and proposals made 
for future , ~xtractions that €\~end into darlmess: 

. (a) All fires in the pro~ . of the extrac-
"~ion zone must be extinguished. They can readily confuse the lift 

' pilots as the lZ location, or be so bright as to impaiij their night 
vision. " 

: 

.. 
' 
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\ (b) To mark LZ 1 s at night; railroad fuzes, or 
thermite greM.des would be suitable as distinctive lights. The elec
tric batons ~sed for ground control of aircraft are also suitable for 
marking of the e:>.."traction force fonrard elements. These batdna held 
by the lead man of each lift will enable pilots to land at the intend
Qd p~cK~~~ po~t. · ~no b~t~ns oan bg aont 1nto tho @~~Qotion I~ with 
the pathfinder element . Another idea for lighting pick-up points 
proposed was the use of C-4 compoUl!d mixed with sawdust in a shoe 
polish can. This mixture burns >veil for an extended period; is 
readily available and ~ght in weight. 

(c) During any extraction it is imperative to 
kno\'1 how many troops remain in the objective area and where they are 
located. During the conduct of extraction at night1 this becomes 
even more important to preclude leaving personnel in the area and to 
insure that supi)orting artillery and airfires can be pulled in close 

. to the perimeter. .. 

(a) The replacement blade required for· the damaged 
helicopter 1-1as available only in Saigon and was flown to the opera-. 
tional area and installed. I£

1
• a longer replacement time were required 

·a decision would have to be rnap.e to . air evacuate the damaged hell- : 
copter, secure it with ground elements until it could be . repaired, . 
or destroy it. An estimate of:; the time required to repair a downed ~ 
helicopter mUst be made immediately in order to determine l'Thich Course 
of action should be taken. · · · 

, c. Air J.ii't of Art ill el--y. 

(1) The Royal Australian Artillery Battery was air
lifted by helicopter to LZ JACK after that area was secured by TF 1/RAR. 
There was approximately a half1hour delay in lifting the initial battery 
into the objective area. Departure control was holding the lift until 
word came from the objective area, ... nile in the objective area it was 
assumed that ,the battery would ' be lifted as soon as airc'i·aft were avail
able (Everyone must be well read into the operation). 

(2) Other than the above mentioned incident the move 
i.'"lto and out 'of the objective area went rapidly and efficiently. A/et2.d 
Aviation company conducted the:· lift. This being our own. attached com
pany, t~ey had previous~ lift~d this unit, and therefore had developed 
techniques ;pd procedures which expedited the lift. . . 

. !' .•• , 

'' d~ . Tactical Movement · in the Objective Arel. 
, I. 

7 • (l) Movement ;to qontact. 

(a) TF 1/RAR formed a search pattern similar 
to other operations. The mov.nt by campania~ to get 1fto positio:lS 

, 
r ! 

. •' 
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· to establish patrol bases, however, was conducted along ridge lines 
because the enemy was located in the low ground near sources of water 
~~d fish. Contact on two occasions by A Company was made at very 
close range which is not desirable but difficult to overcome in that 
type o! terrain. MoV'in8 with a very narrow front appears to be the . 
onl:r 4BSUrc.noo tha.t tho ont:l,.,o unit m.ll ne~t booomo c~~soC. a.t w'" 

· short range before the forma~ion is completely prepared for contact •. 

(b) TF l/503d had reconn~itered and prepared 
·by fire to their objective area the night before and on the morning 
of the day of contact. ·The enemy -vtas there however, and contact 1-1a.s . 

made at 15 to .30 met,ers from the enemy. Once contact is made with . 
enemy having automatic weapons the contact forces are relatively glJed 
to their spots and it is difficult to pull them back to allow heavy . 

~ · fire support to be brought to bear on enemy front .line forces~ Artil-
. ·· · lery and TAC Air fires ·brought .on ·the ene:irzy-1 s rear ~reas after cont~ct 

;., '\-taS made by l/503d did not mak~ · the ~nemy's front ~e withdrm·r. The 
.. .. enemy stood his ground by getting into holes and continued to fire 

even while his rear area was being hit. 

,. (c) It was proposed that on the approach march 
· that appro:x::iJAately five .fire teams of five men each precep.e the main 
'body by 100 to 200 yards, The main .body would thon movo ;to the location 

.. , of the fire tearn:J and the same ]?a.ttcrn repeated, using the same · five 
:··· fire teams , or , different ones. In this manner the minimum: of forces 

will be comnitted when contact is roade, enabling the maximum freedom 
of maneuver for the main body. ·The :leading echelon must be thinned 
out in dense ~errain. Another proposed solution was to ~chelon col
umns right or left in order to keep ,a minimum of forces making the 
contact. The difficulty with s:¥ch a maneuver is the inability to 
maintain a true formation in dense j\IDgles. Keeping a formation is 
virtually impossible unless we maintain a continuous cha~ of eye 
contact from ~ne rear mar.~. to th;~ man in front of him. '· · : ' 

(2) Maneuver .. after contact. The difficult proble~ 
... for the ba.tta,lion commander is t.o determine where all his;: forces are · 
· located after .contact is made. ,He nrust know this before committing any 
· more forces tO movement or using his' · heavy fire support. The lead com

pany, in contact with the enelny', must also be given enough time to de
velop the situation before a decision is madG to maneuver, j other elements. 
If contact is broken by pulling ;back in order to get heaVier fire power 

. on the enemy .forces in contact, thG situation will not deyelop properly. 
· It remains 'a 'choice of breaking ,contact or maintaining co~tact and 

·, maneuvering forces out of contact to hit the enemyls flank. Whenever 
·· the situation cannot be developed w~thout excessive perso~~el losses it 

was ·agreed that breaking contact arid striking the enemy with artillery 
and air, with an immediate follql-t up by i'riondly maneuvering is the 
most effective approach. I£ we can take an objective by fire power, 

. we should do so. ,, 
. 1 

'• •· 
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e. Unit Tactics. 

(1) A significant situation in this operation was 
that we were not in a hurry to take an objective. We are on a time 
schedule when we deliver forces into an objective area and at times 
during tho lnOV()mont to cor-.. tQ.ct /11'tot eon~Gtaot :i.3 ootG.bli~hed. th<l tilno 
table should be discarded and tho battle should be adjusted to the 
pace of the local co~~nder in contact. 

·. 

I 

(~) In the dense jungle terrain, there is always a - ·. 
danger· that friendly forces are being maneuvered to positions where 
they will mask the fires of other friendly forces. 

(3) It is an advantage to be able to set up a 
battalion base and operate from that base rather than constantly move 
the battalion as a lfhole. This procedure expedites logistical support 
and command and control. HeaVier weapons such as 4.2 :mortars can also 

. be delivered into the base ir' needed~ This procedure has been found 
· to be the best i-tay to search an area. 

I 

. (4) There is a slight disadvantage to . the battal;i.on . 
patrol base concept in that the forces that are on patrol and exposed · 
.to the enelilY are thin. In a m·;eep-type concept with the entire bat
talion moving, maximum strength is immediately at hand, however, if 
contact i,s :made in the sweep-type formation the · enemy often avoids ' 
contact merely by moving to one qide o~ the other. 

(5) It was noted that in our tactic of the sweep and 
· the patrol base concept, not enough use is made of blocking forces 
· in the maneuvers. The enemy has the ability to evade our patrols 
under either concept unless some forces block, while the other forces 
move toward the blocking positions. As a substitute to using per
sonnel, artillery or mortar fires can be used as the blocking force. 

' 
f. Use of Scout ' Dogs. The value of , scou~ dogs in the 

operation was limited. They were used on several occasions to go 
through bu..'lkers, however, no enemy wa.s fotmd in th?se bunkers. An~ 
other "ftray the dogs were used 1ifas to help select the best route back 
to the base camp as the patrol vms returning. It is aqvisable to use 
·the. same dqgs and dog handlers vr.ith each unit. It was .also believed 
. that dogs working with ARVN forces on a continuous basif!i, ,as thes~ ;· 
did, and tnmbrought into the operation to work with American Forces 
disrupts their sense of smell~ . , : 

,l 

· 2. · Firepower: 
•' 

a. Infantry weapons. 

(1) This operation was the Brigade's first battle 
where it appeared as if the majority of enemy casualties were caused 

10 
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by our rifle and machine gun fire, rather than by mortar, artillery 
and air as i..."l other battles. Interviews with a number of indiVidual 
riflemen from l/503d after the battle~ . revealed that they fired any-
l"lhere from 150 to 200 rounds fr9m their Ml6 rifles during the period 
of the fire fight. Many of those questioned &ttested to the fact that 
they sa'ot the enenzy' fall after being hit by their rifle fire. :Both of 
thoeo £~ate aro dramatic ~eversals over World War II poet battle analysee. 

· (2) The M16 rifle performed well during tho battle, 
\<lith relatively few stoppages expc1ienced. Trouble that my have 
been experienced can be attributed to an accumulation of carbon in 
the chamber. This has resulted f rom a lack of chamber brusnes for 
the Ml6. There are nOfll~ .avail.D.ble f or t-~:;i.s weapcn., therefore, i:ield 
expedients must be used. Another item needed for the weapon ~s a . 
ruptured cartridge extractor. Immediate action for the weapon stop
page· has been found to be pouring a great amount of oil down the bore 
several times a day. ·· · 

(3) In several instances flame throwers could have 
been used by i/503d however, the problem of getting the weapon into 
the area in time was prohibitive. Flame thrower teams are available 
with the SupPort. Battalion and fa,re being trained in rappeling from 
helicopters fntO operational areas. 

i' (4) Two 81mm ~orta.r rounds were explod~d in the 
l/503d CP area. An investigation revealed cleat marks on tree trunks. 
This indicated that the rounds ¥ere hung in trees and booby trapped by 
jungle vine tripwires. It is recommended that tree trunks in battalion 
patrol and ba~e areas be exam.i.ri~d for cleat marks in the future . 

1?. Artillery. 

(1) The artillery fired a total of 343 .lnissions with 
5352 rounds of l05mm Howitzer ru~unition. 

. (2) As usual the artillery was frustrated by the 
many cease fires but realized t~at the man on the ground was king. 
It is frustrating to the artillery to get a prime target and not be 
able to fire ,because a friendly :force is maneuvering into, position 
and cannot ~ve troop clearance~ 

Jl I 

(3) 1/RAR used covering fire frequently which .ta.ci.l-

~ ,. (4) During the extraction of the. force~, high angle 
l f:Lre could not be employed due to the location of . the flight corrido~s 
i ,( . and the simultaneous extractiol1: frorl). tvro LZ r s. 

~ / ·· . ''. (5) During on~ period comm~cation was interrupted 
1 .. > · between the~FSCC and the helicopters in the operational area. Com-
} . 
' 

' I 
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munication from FSCC was transferred to the artillery air observer 
who provided information on helicopter traffic in the area and ga.ve 
clearance to fire artillery~· This expedient appeared to work well 
and may shorten the period of cease fire when helicopters are .' in 
the area o,f operations. 

(6) It ik1 a common }n~aotia~ to ·~tril\e the extrac• 
tion LZ perip."lory with artillery when the last element becomes air
borne. 

. . 
(7) There was never a shortage of artillery ammuni

tion during the entire operation~ 

" ( S) One of the most significant revelations from· 
the critique was the fact that during the height of tho l/503d en
gagement, which lasted four to .five hours, only six artillery missions 

· .. \'lere capable of being fired in ' support. Of the 117 TAC Air sorties 
. ·. · used during the operation only 36 vrere · employed on the day of tho big' 

· battle, and ~he majority of th9se were employed after the action had 
ceased.. vle must find a way to · 'use the firepower that is .at our dis
posal. The ground commander m~st~ during contact, be obsessed with 

. finding ways to employ artiller,y and air firepower to assist his 
.forces. On occasions it may be necessary to stop everything in order 
to carefully adjust artillery fire to place it exactly where its 
needed. Walk the fire into where you want it. The same, can be done 
with air support. We must use ,.bombs o.nd bullets instead :of bodies. 

(9) A recurring problem is for the man on the ground 
. to identify his location. Adjustment by calling-in phosphorus roun4s 

to a position is time. consuming. Marking rounds for the M-79 are 
, urgently needed. A marker that will designate· to the man in the air 

snd to t~e man on the ground tho same location, is needed. 

! c. Armed ·Helicopters. 

. : (1) As indicated above, a marking roun4 in the form 
. of a· smoke s~reamer is needed ~o id~nti.fy the location o.t; forward '· 

ground elements £or the armed helicopters in order to provide closer 
supporting suppressive fires. I j ' t • 

I' : , 
,. (2) The armed helicopters performed exceptionally . 

~ . well in support of the airmobi~e assault landings, escor~ of lift 
. helicopters and during the extr,action phase. ' They are also extreme~ 

fine reconnaissance vehicles. " · 

d. Tactical Air. · 

1 (1) Worthy of note was the flexibility and accuracy 
of the tactical air preparation. When it was decided on short notice 

-' to both de~y the initial l.mding D.nd then to use the alternate LZ 
(LZ JACK) 1 the tactical air reacted quicklY and efficiently. A~ the 
last ~~te 'an intelligence report indicnted that a large enemy force 

.. 
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was jllilt south of the primary IZ. The twelve USAF planes that were 
aloft for the LZ preparation were called down on the reported .force. 
Twelve r:1ore planes ·. were called up from ground alert and the prepa.r-

-- _ ati~n on_ i;he .alternate IZ was c_9mpleted in accordance with the reVised 
schedule. ' - · 

(2) The !ollowing tactio~l air missions were employed 
to auppol"t thi~ opel'ations 

(a) 5 November 65 - 46 Sorties 
1. 

(b) 6 November 65 - 10 Sorties 

(c) 7 November 65 - 10 Sorties 
•' 

(d) S ~ovember 65 - 35 Sorties 

(e) . 9 November 65 -_12 Sorties 

TOTAL: 117 Sorties 

Total or~ance expended - 158.5 to~s. 

{3) The concept of attaching a FAC 1 a radio oper-
ator, and a radio maintenance technician to. each infantry battalio~ . 
has proven effective. The functiorw of the ground FAC are to provide 
close air support to the infantry battalion commander by assisting 
the airborne FAC in the control of direction of strike aircraft and 
to advise the ground commander in the planning and execution of ·tac
tical air support. This · advice is often the F AC • s most important 
function. Communication between the ground and airborne FAC has increased 
tactical air response and has en.~anced friendly' troop safety from TAO 
air fires. · 

. . · (4) The air preparation of IZ KING for the assault 
consisted of napalm. Bombs could not be used because 1,/RAR was 
located immePiately across the river. 

(5) All conunanders were unanimous in the~ ·praise 
' for the respo?sive ar~ accurat~ TAO, air support receive4, during the 

operation. . . · 

( 6) There wa;.> a certain amount of confusion in , 
' obtaining -and directing AF rescue helicopters for the evacuation of . 

casualties • . : Request for Air Force helicopters should be treated 
the same as .an immediate tactical air request. The request goes 
from the ALO to the DASC, is scrambled, and picked up by the request
ing AW. (The Air Force H-43 has a 200 foot cable hoist that can be 
used to extract casualties from jungle areas where there is no LZ, 
i£ the _trees are not too tall.~ . , 



.. , 

C. IDgistics :, 
' 

1. Preparation of landing zones in jungle terrain. :A i'or-
midable ta~k confronted l/503; to cut a hole into the jungle to en
alba medical evacuation helicopters to land. Movement of friendl1 
wounded and dead to a suitable LZ \'tas impractical in the dense ter
ra:tn. Tho haokin~;-out o£ an evacuation LZ boean on tho ai't<arnoon ot 
a ~ovembcr and was completed on 9 November. One helicopter (with 
extraordinary skill on the part of the pilot) could descend vertically 
for 250 feet ~~ an 80 feet diameter space to pick up casualties. The 
task of cutting large trees was difficult 1 because of inexp~rieneed 
personnel, even with the use of chain saws. Seven chain saws vrere low
ered to the ground the evening before the evacuation and work progressed 
most of the night. It is interesting to note that accompanying the· 1st 
Battalion was a civilian photographer (making a documentary film) who 
had spent lS •years as a lumberjack. He immediately offered his services 
to help cut trees. His efforts .produced almost five times the results 
of any other person. He knew what he was doing and therefore obtained 
better results. It was recommended that .a special. team be trained in 
cutting I..Z's in the ju."lgle. This t eam v1ould have available the n~c
essary equipment and during operations be on-call to rappel from heli
copters into ~he proposed IZ area. It is anticipated that a team "Vrould 
consist o:t eight members. Ex:pe~nts will also be conducted by this 
team on tho ueo of exploa:!.vee for eleal•ing LZ•s. Po~r a.ugora muet bo 
obtained to -p~ce explosives ill.; the wood. 

2. A!ter the casualties were evacuated l/503d moved to an 
area which afforded a better ex;t.raction LZ. When this ~ea was sel-:. 

· ected, work was begun to improve its size to enable three , helicopters 
to land silnultaneou.sly. It is worthy to note that from an airborne . 
helicopter direction can be given to the personnel on the , ground as 
to which trees or brush constitute the obstacles to landing. A amok~. 
P:er.a.de dropped on these locations marks the specific ar~ requiring 
additional clearance. It was determined that the construction of an . 
oval shaped ~ was the most efficient design, however, each pilot tbat 
comes into the area for the first t:ime must be specifically informed , : 
as to where tR place his taU boom. · 

, I 
3. The dense jungle canopy made evacuation of casualties 

frcm the l/503d area virtually .impossible on the 8th. 'Vlell off to d 

the flank of ~~e perimeter, where there liere two casualties, it was ,. 
discovered th~t .the jungle canopy was not as high as in most other 
areas. An Ai:r, Force H-43 helicopter with a 200 foot lovtering cable 
was used to evacuate these two men. During that night and early 

1 mrning of 9 ~ovember all men w'?rked quite hard to make ·a helicopter 
, ! l.a4'1ding zone for casualties to .be evacuated. Seven power saws were i lowered into the area and some 'trees 250 f<>et high and up to six feet 
· in dismeter were cut down. A fv.nnel 250 feet deep and approximately 80 

!eElt in dia:neter was cut into the jungle !or casualty evacuation. It 
took groat ekill. and daring .for . our Army' and Air Force helicopter pilots 

• . ! 
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to maneuver their planes in such a restricted area. Each caQuaity d 
all equipment that was not needed for the remainder of the ope~a~io~ 
was evacuated through this 11Helicopter Fun.'1el. 11 

4. The supply lift consisted of D2 helicopter sorties 
dur~g the operation. There was a throe-hour delay but this had no 
e££oct on supply availability ·to co~nmitted forces. 

5. !t ,.,.as :recognized early after the Au.stral:i.nn artillery 
batte~J was hell-lifted. into the objective area that they required ' 
some form of transport to haul ammunition. The IDIEX paraclmte drop 
did not always place the ammunition exactly at the gun positions. 
A mechanical mule (M274) was lifted to them to alleviate this problem. 

•I 

D. Intelligence: 

1. The two-vmy Intolligence/Aclmin/I..og net employed during · · · 
the operation functioned well. The command emphasis on the need to 

· keep information flowing to th~ rear was evident. 

2. A weapon that was 'captured a great distance from the 
main battle area was turned in 'to the Brigade S-2 a couple of days 
after the operation. It was determined from the type of weapon cap
tured that · the unit encountered was · another main force unit~ Emphasis 
must be placed on turning in captured equipment immediately for ident-
ification. ' ' · · 

I , 

3 • . Our long range patrols were launched in conjunction with 
this operation. This was their first use in combat a great distanc~ 
from the main force. They made several sightings and gained valuable 
experience by testing operational procedures. ' . ,, 

4. i Sufficient cameras are being obtained to prpvide each 
company size unit a camera for intelligence purposes. Recording of 

· ;· · ·what we see for ·later study is · ,important. 
' ,, 

I 

E. Co~d1 Control and qomm~cation: 
'· 

1. Care must be ' taken that rumors are not started and spread 
; · during the heat of battle. There were several instances where personnel 

' received partial and distorted.,information and passed it ' on with fur-
. ther magnification. No harm came of these incidents, ho\'rever, this . 

has a potential danger. Ne\'tspaper correspondents may no;t be desirous 
of checking . the validity of the information bef' ore dis emina ting it. 

.-
2. Experience has sh~wn that in requesting a Tactical area: 

of operational responsibilitie~ for a · specific operation. it must be , 
larger than the area of maneuver. It must encompass the area on the 
periphery of . the intended maneUver area to include those ·areas from · 
which acti6h may bo generated. We must not restrict our fires out- 1 

eide the maneuver area. 
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F. Civic Action: v1hile TF .3/.319th occupied position ACE it con
ducted certain ci~c action activities in the villages on its periphery. 
A doctor and MEDCAP team treated 258 civilians and a dentist extracted 
27 teeth. Seven h~dred and. fifty pounds of food stuffs were distributed 

· to needy civilian f~lies. 

III. SUHMARY. 

A. On 8 November 1965 a main line enemy force was des):.royed 
'\-.".ith its fel-T survivors being forced to flee into the jungle leaving 
thei1• dead and equipment behind. Intelligence reports indicated that 
in the area of the 1st Battalion 50.3d Infantry a main line VC Force 
of three battalions had been soundly defeated. The enemy killed came 

. to 40.3 by body count. This was the largest kill, · by the smallest 
unit, in the shortest time in the war in Vietnam to date, Heavily · 
engaged by ·overwhelming numbers, 1st Battalion 503d Infantry, proved 

. the superiority of the American' Paratrooper beyond any question of 
doubt. They decisively defeated a determined and numerically superior 
ene.nly force d~spite all handica~. 

:t '· ' 
B. There were many things done correctly which are taken as 

normal l'thich ,have not been mentioned in the critique. T"nere are, 
however, m.anY procedures and techniques that we must improve to 

,.achieve greater combat effectiveness. 

1 C. It' is characteristic or this war that while the battle raged, . 
the suppor ting artillery· for the operation was engaged ~ civic action 
~~rations ~ an attempt t~ ~ th~ peopl~ of these village~ for the 
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