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FREFACE
20 May 19508
The point of view exyressed in this paper ls that of the
author and not necessarily that of the United States Army In-

fantry School or the Department of the Army.

Lidutenant, Infadtry




INTRCDUCTION

In any future ground hostilities, every officer in the
InTantry Battlie Group can expect to have certaln obligations
or responsibilities relating to the Combat OCutpost. He may
be in,acﬂual command of the Combat Outpost, may be responsible
for 1its establishment or withdrawal, involved in planning
fire support and coordinating patrols, or exploiting its
capapllity as an intelligence collection agency. Thereflore,
it behooves all combat arms officers, especially Infantry
officers, to know the mission and tactical employment of the
Combat Outpost in varied types of terrain and combat situations.

This paper will cover the present-day concept of the
employment of the Combat Outpost to include: the normal
- misslion, its size and location on the battlefleld, and its
supporting weapons and communications. Annex A provides &
visual representation of the present-day concept of employment.
The tactical employmént will be supplemented with examples
of combat actions in Korea. Annexes B, C, D and E are visual
examples of the combat actions in Korea. These examples can
be useful to the Infantry officer of today because "limited
conflicts® of thls kind can well be the war of the future.
Thls assumption is recognized by not only proninent military
writers but the elder statesmen and'leaders of the dominant
world powers of today.

In short, the "limited conflict" .is much more profitable

to an aggressor thaﬁ the all-out warvbecause of the present

atonic-thermo-nuclear stalemate.
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Finally, conclusions will be drawn from the entire dig-
cussion and Lhwe analysis. Certain limitations coafroated the
authwor in that the great malorlty of pertinent actlon reports
remaln classified at this tinme.

Therefore, usable combat examrles were limited, but of
those avallable, an attempt has been made to present the

pertinent aspectsz of the problem.



DISCUSSION

To fully undergtand and appreciate the necessity of a
well-egstablished GCombat Outpost line in either a position or
mobile defense, perhans a few eﬁcerpts about actual caombat
against a possible aggressor can best bring this to the fore.

"Practically every Russian atbtack was preceded by large-
scale infiltrations, by an ‘oozing through' of small units
and individuel men. In this kind of warfare the Russians
have not yet found their masters. However nmuch the outlying
arecs were kept under observation, the Russian was suddenly
there, in the very midst of our oﬁn pogitions, and nobody
had seen him come, nor did anybody see how whence he had
come.

"But the amazing fact was that in spite of everyvody
being alert and wide-awake during the whole night, the next
morning entire Russian units were sure to be found far behind
our front line, complete with equipment and ammunition and
well dug in.

Y*Thege infiltrations were carried out witn skill, almost
noiseiessly, and without a shot being fired. 3Buch iﬁfiltra-
tlon tactics were employed by the Russians in hundreds of
cases, bringing them considerable successes." (3:185)

As stated above, the Russlan soldier is very adept at
infiltration tactics. Not only is this true but the enemy
in Korea was a master of stealth and ambush. Therefore, the
Combat Qutpost line must be organized and tactically Qmployed

so as to glve tne Battle Group Commander the earliest pos-

sible warning of the enemy's approach.
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Firast of all, let us take a look at the mission and
concept of operation of the Combat Outpost. This doctrine
existed at the start of the Korean conflict and remaing basi-
cally unchanged today.

The mission of the Combat Outwvost can be broken down
into six distinet requirenents. They are ag follows:

l. Frovide early warning of the advance of the enenmy.

2. Deny the enemy close ground observation of the battle

rogition.

3. Delay the enemy.

4, Disorganize the enemy.

5. Deceive the enemny az to the true locatlon of the

battle position.

5, Inflilict maximum casualties upon the enemy without

engaging in close combat. (5:2)

This mission can be accomplished by creating the lmpres-
sion -- through location of outguards, the employment of weapons,
tanks and supporting artillery and mortar fire -- that the Conm-
bat Outpost line is actuaslly the forward edge of the battle
area. To delay and disorganize the enemy, he 1g brought under
fire 2t the earliest possible time, casualties inflicted, his
taciical formation broken up to cause him to deploy prematurely.
In order to obitaln long-range fires and observation, the Com-
bat Outpost is placed near the topographical crest of the
dominent ground forward of the battle area.

The Combat Outpost is normally not one position but &
series of outguard positions which are tied in by patrols,
listening posts and sentinels covering the area forward of
the Torward edge of the battle area., (Annex A) The most
desirable method 1s for the front-line companles to organlze
the Combet Outposts forward of their positions. Freguently
tihe outpost is furnished by the reserve company, especlally
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if the Combat Outpost is fully motorized. The Combat Outpost
varies in size from a platoon to a rifle company. This force
may be reinforced with machine guns, mortars, recoilless rifles,
tanks and reconnalssance elements; additional support of
artillery, mortars and alr being given from within or to the
rear of ﬁhe main battle position through contact with forward
observers on the Combat Outpost. (5:3)

The Battle Group Commander ié regponsible for the establish-
ment of the Combat Qutypost. In the defense order, the Battle
Group Commander includes instructions as to the general trace,
gtrength and unit responsibility for the actual organization
of the outpost. The Battle Group Commander will re-establish
the Combat Outpost at the first opportunity after it has veen
forced to withdraw.

The Combat Qutpost 1s located on or near the topographical
crest of the critical terrain, forward of the battle position.
ITf at all possible, it should be located to prevent the enemy
from delivering effective flat-trajectory fire and ground-
observed indirect fire on the battle position. It is desirable
that indirect fire weapons located within the battle position
be able to supprort the outpost and it should provide observa-
tion over terrain to the front. To meet the above requirements,
the Combat Qutpost ils normally established about 1000 to 2500
vards forward of the battle position if the terrain dictates
such an employment. {5:3)

To fully appreciate the tacticel employment of the Combat
Qutpost line, one should know the definition‘of "outguard.“

An outguard 1s a small group of soldiers posted on a tactical
locality to delay, disorganize and decelve the enemy and give
early warning of his approach. The outguard's size may vary

from half a rifle squad to a reinforced rifle platoon.
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Qutguards are employed in one echelon along the Conmbat
Qutoost line and are numbered from right to left. To ascertaln
from which vosition individuzsl outguards can best accomplian
the agsigned mission, 2 detziled ground reconnalssance nust
Tirst be accomplished. No attempt should be made Lo lncrease
the frontage of unitz by increasiag the intervals vetween
individuals in an outguard. Control must not be sacrificed
in order Lo occupy a wide frontage. Due to the fact that
wlide gaps exlist between outguards, it is necessary that these
raps be covered by automatic weavons and prearranged mortar
and artillery concentrations. (5:3)

Qutzuards should organize defense areas on terrain thet

atforis excellent observation and long-range fields of fire,

although it may be necessary to locate an cutguard on terrain
that does not meet these two deslirable recuirements in order

to cover & gpecific zpproach into our area.

The Combat Outpost is normally suprorted by machine guns,
recoilless rifles, wmortars, tanks and artillery. I deslred,
the Combat Outpost can 2lso be suprorted by alr strikes.
¥achine guns are positioned on or near the topogravhicel crest
of the critical terrzin being organized. Usually the Combat

Outpost withdraws before engaging in close combeat; therefore,

s
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ng Tire is not of vital importance. Hachine éuns are
usually split and assigned a princiral direction and sector
of fire. (5:4)

The 106-mm rifles may be employed on the Combat Outpost
when tanks are not avallable to cover critical high speed
armor epproaches into our battle position. The 57-mm rifles
can be used to reinforce the long-range fires and have a
primary mission of destroying grouped personnel and enemny

¢rey-sgerved Weanons.



The 8l-mm mortars support from their primary positions
or from supplementary positions within the battle position.
The 4.2 mortar also suprorts the Uombat Outpost from its pri-
mary position within the battle position. To rroperly supnort
the Combat Outpost by indirect fire, the mortars' top priority
tarcets are defiles or ravines which afford the enemy excellent
avenues of appvroach. The fires of the mortars are controlled
by Torward observers which are attached to.the Combat Outpost
for that specific purpose. (5:4)

Tanks are a definlte asset when enployed on the Combat
Outpost due to thelr ability to deliver uninterrupted long-
range fire agelinst an enemy whéh the outoost is subjected to
eneny artillery fife. The primary mission cf the taniks 1s to
destroy eneny armor and will normally support the Combat Out-
post by direct fire. Although they may be used to cover the
withdrawal of the outvost, they are an additional source of
ccumunication to the battle position and can e used to transe
nort men and weapons to and from the outpost. The nresence
of tanks on the Combat Outvost will not only aid the outpost
in the destruction of the enemy armor but is definitely a
morale factor for the troops on the outvost. (5:4)

Artillery supports the outpost from primary positlons
eﬁcept in unusual cases and artillery and wmortar forward ob-
servers are located so as to obtain maximum coverage of the
front. All wearons whiech are employed on the Combat Outrost
end not orgenic to the unit organlzing the outpost are attacﬁed
to that unit organizing the outwosi. These supporting weapons
are vrovided close-in protection by riflemen. The cbove-
mentioned weapons are usually employed with and in suprort
of the Combat Outpost, but any and 2ll weapons nay be employed
when the situation dictates that thelr usage would increase
the combat elffeciliveness of the outpoét line.
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If outguards are widely separated, which will probapnly
be normal in future ground operations, patrols between the
outguards will be used to cover these gara. If the outguards
are not widely separated and the gap can be covered by listen-
ing posis, then the patrol is not necessary. Visiting patrols
gshould also contact adjacent combat outposts. This contact is
from right to left and can be coordinated between the Coumbat
Outpost Commanders concerned.

The Battle Group Reconnalssance Platoon will normally
be employed between the Combat Outpost and the general ocutpost
line. The Combat Outpost Commander must have close coordina-
tilon with the Reconnalgsance Flatoon Leader in order to make
the patrolling effective between the two units and to avold
duplication of effort. Once the general outpest line is with-
dravm, the Reconnaissance Flatoon may return to its positions
within the battle position or it may leave a2 portion of the
vlatoon on the Combat Outpost to supplement patrols of that
‘units  (535)

Effective communication is of a dire necessilty on the
Gombat Outpost line in order to accomplish the mission. There-
fore, the five means of communication -- visual, sound, wire,
radio and messenger -- must be used to the maximum advantage.
With the wide and extended frontages of the battlefield of
the future, effective communications will become a more pre—
dominant factor in the employment of units, and certalnly
that of & unit assigned the mission of orgenizing a Combat
Outpost line. (515}

At the present time, the Infantry Platoon Leader is
equipoed with one AN/FRC-G as his means of radio communica-
tion. This certainly is not an adeguate means of communica-
tion 1f the Outpost Commander ig to properly periorm the
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misgion &ssigned andrif he ig to perform the dutles regulired
of him by the Battle Group Coummander. There should be wire‘
communication between esch outguard in addlition to radic
communication. There should 23lso be one or more tLelephone
lines back to the company on the forward edse of the battle
area who 1Ls responsiple for Tae organization of the Combat
Outpost line. Should these means of communicailion beconme
ineffective, the mortar observers may be utilized if at all
rossible.

Plans Tor thne withdrawal of the outpost are bosed upon
s detailed reconnaissance of available routes and thelr loca-
tion witn respect to any successlve delaying poslitlions.
All units on the forward edge of the battle area should be
faniliar with tnls vlan. The Compat Outrpost withdraws upon

Fa

order of the Coumpany Commander responsible for the organizé-
tion of the outpost who obtains zpproval from the Battle Group
Comnander. The least engaged unlit withdraws first and the
withdrawal 18 supported by prearranged fires. The outpost
should withdraw before beconming engaged in close compat with
the enenyv. (5:5)

The Battle Groupr Commander, in his order to the Company
Commander, will state certein conditions under which the
Combat Outpost will initiate itg withdrawal, if 1t 1s out
of communioatioﬁ. The Company Commander must insure that
the Combat Outpost Commander iz fully aware of the conditlons
under which he may withdraw end from whom he takes orders.

The Battle Group Commender nornmally nakes the decisionrto
withdraw the Combat Outvost but he may delegate this authority
to the Company Commander concerned.

Ground has been lalid for examininz some actual cqmbat

exanples. Two actlons have been selected for the discusslion
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and both have one key feature in common; namely, that the out-
post had the mission either expressly oxr by inference of
nolding the position at all costs., In the first example,
Eill 770, the outpost was held; in the second example, Outpost

BEerie, it barely escaped complete destruction.
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HILL 770

This combat action involved Company B, 32nd Infantry
Regiment, Tth United States Infantry Division, near Hwachon
Reservoir, Korea, during the period 18-24 April 1951. (4:12-16)

On 18 April 1951, the 32nd Infantry, an attacking regi-
ment of the-Tth Infantry Division, stopped on a hill mass
East of Hwachon Reservoir. The mission of the 32nd Infantry
was to egtablish defensive positions along the high ground.
The Company Commander of GCompany B sent a patrol forward along
the ridge to his front with orders to reconnoiter the hill
mass aprroximately 1000 meters forward of the MLR. Thne paﬁrol
moved out, returned shortly and reported that the hill mass
(Hi1l 770) was occupied. (Annex B) The Company Commander
ordered his 3rd Platoon Leader to occupy Hill 770 with his
platoon, reinforced with one 57-mm recoilless rifle squad;

The 3rd Flatoon moved out and found that Hill 770 was unoc-
cupied.

The 3rd Pldtoon established a perimeter fifty yards 1n
diameter and consisted of open foxholes surrounded oy & brusi
barricade. This barricade was placed forward of the line
of foxholes approximately twenty-flve yards. It consisted
of bushes and scrub undergrowth which was left over when flelds
of fire were cleared. A few trip flares were placed outside
the brush barricade and no other barrlers weré used to con-
solidate the position. The FPlatoon Leader established wire
end radio communication with Company B and registered ©0-mm
mortar, 4,2 inch wmortar and 105—mm Howitzer defensive fires
on varrages and concentrations which he selected. He placed
his light machine gun and the 57-mm recollless rifle in

positions so as to cover the most dangerous avenues of ap-

proach. (Annex C)
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There was no enemy activity for four days and the outpost
vatrolled the area to thelr front daily. Small groups of the
enemy were sighted but no action took place.

At apprroximately 0345 hours on the fifth night a trip
flare on the north finger of Hill 770 revealed an eneny column
approaching, fifty to seventy-five yards away. The Outpost
Commander immediately ealled for and recelved 105-mm and 60~mm
flres to be placed on this enemy column. The enemy column
wag also engaged by small arms fire from the platoon; meanwhile,
another flare revealed an estimated sixty to seventy enemy
goldlers crawling up the east and west slopes of the hill,
Called in on this attack was 60-mm fire. The defenders held
thelir individual weapons fire until targets were at an extremely
short range and then fired. Mortar and artillery provided
the bulk of defensive fires. Hand grenades were used extensively
and no eneny succeeded in breaching the brush barricade.

The enemy withdrew at 0630 hours, enemy dead totalling
eighteen with an estimated thirty to forty wounded. There
were no casualtles among the defenders and the estimated total
enemy strength was 150,

At 2400 hours (23 April) the ouﬁpost was hit by fifteen
to twenty rounds of 60—ﬁm mortar fire and an attack was
launched down the north finger of Hi1ll 770 by an estimated
force of fifty men. The assault was directed towards the machine
gun. The gunner opened fire quickly but ceased fire and used
hand grenades instead. No illumination was used during this
attack and mortar and artillery fire were used successfully
to break up the assault. The assault on the machine gun was
beaten off and the defenders again held their small arms fire
until close targets appeared. Hand and rifle grenades were
used extensively by the defenders and no organized assault
was launched, although sporadic fignting contlinued.

14



The enemy force withdrew in about one hour, leaving three
dead and an estimated ten wounded. Later this force was ldenti-
fied as a North Korean Intelligence and Reconnaissance Flatoon.
The defenders suffered no casualtles.

On the following day (24 April) the outpost was recalled
to the MLR and Hill 770 wes left vacant. The next two nights
Hill 770 was plastered by heavy enemy artillery and mortar
fire. On the second night, the unoccupied pocsition was &as-
saulted by an estimated {two compenies of enemy root troops.

In the above~described action a lightly reinforced platoon
was successful in holding an outpost against two eneny attacks,
each by a numerically-superior enemy and at night. It was a
highly successful action in that it accomplished 211l the normal
missions of a Combat Outpost.

The dominant factors which contributed to this platoon's
success are gitated as follows:

1. A well tied-in perimeter defense.

2. An extremely effective obstacle brusih barricade.

3. The well-Judged withholding of small arms fire which

would have disclosed individuvual positlions.

4., Bxcellent communications.

5. Effective and timely supporting [fires.

5. The absence of illumination which would have Jeop-

ardlzed the defensibility of the foxholes whiech had
no overhead cover.

4 numper of other factors also contributed to the suc-
cogaful defense of Hill 770:

1. The enemy atteck was apparently a raid or a probe

and not a concentrated effort to selze and hold terrain.

2. Ho friendly reinforcement wasg required nor was a

counterattack required.
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3., The cutpost was withdrawn prior to the main attack,
which was made by two enemy companies and heavy sup-
porting fires.

Az seen from the combat action just described, a well

organized and exrertly commanded outpost can more than hold

its own against unsupported enemy proves of superior strength.

Fowever, the same result cannot be expected when the enemy

attacks with great strength, utilizes fire support to the ut-
most and i1s bent on seizing and occupylng the position. The
immobility and lack of staying power agalnst a major concen-
trated attack can only invité defeat in detail of a Combat

Outpost.
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QUTFOST EERIE

This combat action involved the 3rd Battalion, l7%th
Infentry, 45th United States Infantry Division near Chorwon,
Eorea, 21-22 March, 1952, (2:230-243)

Company ¥, Prd Dattalion, 17%th Infantry Regiment, nad
the responsipility of manning Outpost Berie which was located
about ten miles west of Chorwon. The mission assizned to the
outpost was that of furnishing security for the MLR and maln-
talning a patrol base. It was manned permanently.

Qutpost Eerie was located zbout one mile acrth of the
LR and one and one-half miles south of the eneny OPﬂR. It
was on the southern tip Qf 2 T-ghaped ridge system and was
dominated by other hills in the same ridge mass. (Annex D)
The position was almost barren of vegetatlon and a valley
separated Eerie from the HLR. Nine bunkers were placed in
a2 verimneter around the top of the hlll nmass end altrench with

= 'y

firine

6!
o)

ositions encircled the hill top adjacent to the bunkers.
(Annex E)

Qutrost Eerle was occupnied by two rifle squads, one
light machine gun squad and one 60-mm mortar squad on 2L March.
The total strensth was twenty-six men, including the Outpost
Commander who wes the Platoon Leader of Company K's Third
Flatoon.

On the night of 21-22 March, itwo peirols were scheduled
to operate from Eerie, Reider Fatrol and King Comvany Patrol.
Raider Fatrol was to establish an ambush 600 yards north of
Eerie on the east side of the ridge and capture a prisoner.
Ralder Fatrol moved out Trom the outpost at 1900 hours with
orders to return at 0200 houfs. {ing Company Fatrol also
left Eerie at 1900 hours with the mission of estapiishing an
ambush near HI1ll 191 about 60C yards northwest of Eerie.
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Both patrols were to lay wire from Eerie and King Patreol was
to return to the MLR at 0215 hours without passing through
the outpost position.

The area was quiet until 2300 hours and then King Fatrol
reported six enemy setting up a2 machlne gun near its ambush
site. AL the same time Raider Patrol reported an estimated
eneny fofce of one platoon moving south., Raider fired on this
group but the enemy ignored the fire and continued moving
south toward Eerie. The Patrol Leader notified the outpost
that he was withdrawing his force but failed to mention his
route of withdrawal.

At approximately 2315 hours noises were heard outside
the wire on the north of Eerle but these noises were thought
to be those of King Patrol returning to the MLR. Ten minutes
later Eerie was attacked when two trip flares were set off
on the outer wire entanglement. The defenders opened fire
with their automatic weapons and small arms, but the Outpost
Commander ordered this fire ceased, thinking that Xing Patrol
might have set off the flares. This thinking was clearly re-
golved when two enemy machine guns on Hill 191 (one reported
by Raider Fatrol) started firing grazing fire across the top
of Eerie.

The Chinese were attempting to breach the wire in two
places and the one machine gun on position alternated bursts
of fire between the enemy machine guns and the threatened
points on the wire.

When the firing stérted, X Company Commander called for
prearranged mortar and .50 caliber machine gun fires. The
Outpost Commender adjusted the mortar fire with good results
and the .50 caliber machine gun forced one enemy machine gun
t0 displace. An artillery concentration was placed on Hill 191
and for about forty-five minutes the attacks were held at bay
outside the wire.
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Illumination was provided by mortar and 155-mm Howitzer
fire. The mortars ceased firing after a time due to an am-
munition shortage. The 155 illuminatipn was not effective to
any degree because of conslstently low air bursts.

At 010C hours the enemy breached the wire at two polints
and at about this time semi-effective illumination ceased to
exist. Frior to this, friendlj casualties had been moderate
but now they increased rapidly. The enemy moved in close to
the northern bunkers and entered the trenches at several places.
Close fighting with hand grenades and small arms was common-
place throughout the northern portion of the outpost. The men
at the northern position soon ran out of AR aﬁmuniﬁion and
grenades and resorited to throwing weapons and magazines at
the eneny onslaught. |

When the enemy first breached the wire the outpost CF
bunker was destroyed by a 57-mm round fired from a locatlon
north of Eerie and all communication with the KLR ceased.

On the western side of Berie a bitter nand-to-hand ight in

the trenches wes taking place and several defenders were killed
or wounded. The Outpost Commander had moved to thisg position
to keep the machine gun firing and was last seen hurling his
carbine at an enemy soldier after exhausting his ammunition.

At 0120 hours the enemy had infiltrated the whole position
and were in the trenches and on top of Eerle., At this time
the Company Commender back on the MLR called for 105-mm proxi-
nity fuse fire directly on the outpost. This Tlre caused the
eneny to withdraw before they had mopped up Lthe two bunkers
on the southern end of the position. The enenmy withdrew to
the northwest throuzh a break in the wire.

At 0130 hours the Regimentzl Commander ordered the Coupany
Commander to move the remalnder of King Company out to the
outpost. This force left the MLR at 0205 hours and arrived
at Eerie at 0400 hours. After reaching Eerie they evacuated
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thne casualties and policed the area. At daylight a sweep

of the ridee to the north was made and enemy dead were two

inside the outpost and twenty-nine on the ridge to the north.

Friendly casualties were eight killed, four wounded and two

missing.

As can be surmised from the above combat actlion, a Com-

bat Outpost barely escaped complete annihilation at the hands

of an eneny force of slightly greater numerical strength.

early half the outpost lost its men in casualties. Soue of

the factors whlch influenced the outcome of the action are:

1.

v\

The enemy was able to galn the advantage of closely
approaching the position without being recognized as
2 result of an oversight by a friendly patrol leader
and/or an oversight on the part of the Outrpost
Connander.

The outpost lacked sufficient ammunition and hand
grenades to conduct & sustained defense of any length
of time.

The eneny attack was well supported by direct fire
weapons and an aggressively fighting Infantry soldier.
Communications were knocked out early in the action,
stayed out and almost all fire suprort was called for
by the Company Commander who was on the MLR.
Ililunmination was ineffective.

Frobably the proximity fuse prevented the destruction
of the entire force. HNine out of twelve of the sur-
vivors were found 1n the soutnernmost positions, the
only bunker that the Chinese had not mopred up when
this fire was called in on the position.

The reinforcing time was almost two hours in which

to move about one mile. The reinforcing unit closed
on Eerie apvroximately four and one-half hours after

the position was hit. By this time it was too late.
20




¢ 1s difficult to understand how Eerie could be expected
to hold out against any sort of a determined attack. In this
instance we find that isolation, lack of mutual support,
insufficient strength, no communications at the critical time
and an overly long reinforecing time all contributed to defeat
in detalil or piecemeal defeat. On Eerie, as on most outpost
actions, the =mall unit leaders and their men fought courage-
ously and valiantly but were incapable of salvaging a tactically

unbelanced situation.
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CONCLUSION

Any officer or individual in a posgltion of responsibility
in the Army can never expect to be confronted in combat with
situations exactly fitting all the doetrines and prineciples
that he has learned through past training, study or experience.
Many times the following of one principle will confliect with
the application of another. Although diplomatic and political
decisions have a declded effect on the conduct of warfare;
these factors have rarely proved our principles falge, 1In
fact, these outside factors point out that only by careful
consideration of concepts and prineciples in their relatlonship
to the situation can we arrive at sound military decislons.

In XKorea a situation arose wherein, in many instances,
an additional mission was given to the Combat Outpost. That
migsion was holding the ground that they occupled. This was
in conflict with their normal mission of inflicting maximum
casualties upon the enemy "without engasing in close combat.”
Perhaps the decision to hoid forward positions in Korea was
justifiable under the circumstances; however, 1t could not
logically be accepted as & general rule.

Tt is concluded that the current tactical doctrine and
concept of the employment of the Combat Outpost is basically
sound. Ferhaps the two weakest points in the employment of
the outpost is the communications aspect and the moblility
of the personnel concerned. With the predicted wide Tfrontages
of the future the present-day communications organlc within
the rifle platoons are entirely inadequate to properly perforn
the required migsion.
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If the outpost cannot warn the Battle Group Commander
in time of the developing sltuation, 1t has failed in 1its
primary mission, that of warning. This communication is not
only inadeguate from the Outpost Commander to his guperiors
but also is inadequate within the outvost itself, with respect
to communication bpetween the outguards.

The mobility of the outpost is not adequate at the present
time with the wide frontages and predicted type of fluid war-
fare in the future. Also, with these extended frontages per-
haps the outpost of the future will have to be "beefed up"

in order that they can properly perform thelr mission.
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