SPECIALIZATION FOR THE INFANTRY OFFICER

by
Captain Alan 4., Johnson
Roster Number 087, Faculty Advisor Group 16, CAR 11



The United States Army Infantry School

Fort Benning, Georgia
17 December 1964

SUBJECT: 5Specialization for the Infantry Officer

1.

PROBELEM, To determine if the job variations found in the Infantry,
Armor, Airborne, and Mechanized Divisions for MOS 1542 require.
specialized Infantry Officers,

ASSUMPTIONS,

a. The assignments currently given Infantry Officers within the
different ROAD Divigions will not significantly change.

b. The current Table of Organization and Equipment of the ROAD
Infantry, Armor, Airborne, and Mechanized Divisions will
not be radically changed.

c, The mission of Infantry units will not change.
FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM,

a. The Organizations of the Infantry mameuver battalions of the
four ROAD Divisions, with minor exception, are the same,

b. The mission given each Infantry maneuver battaliom is the
same.

¢, The jobs held by Infantry Officers within the three type
maneuver battalions are the same.

DISCUSSION,

a. The battalion is the basic maneuver element of the ROAD
Division. The organization of each type battaliom is the
same except for minor differences in the number of assigned
personnel, the degree of mobility each has, and type weapons
and equipment they possess.

b. The mission of all Infamtry units is the same, Each type
battalion is capable of maneuvering in all types of terrain
and under varying climatic conditionms.

c. Within the Infantry battalion are found the examples of the
type command and staff jobs an Infantry Officer can expect
to fill up through Division level, One exception is being
that of Aide-de-Camp.

CONCLUSION. Infantry Officers can expect to be given the same
jobs regardless of the type ROAD Division they are assigned to.

ACTION RECOMMENDED. That Infantry Officers not receive specialized

training, but be capable of performing any Command or staff job
in an Infantry, Armor, Airborne or Mechanized Division,

s

ALAN E. JOHNSO
Cantain, Infantry
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ANNEXES: A « Extracts of TOE's 7-15E, 7~45E, and
7~35E
B - Extracts of AR 611~101
X « Bibliegraphy

CONCURRENCES ; (Omitted)
NONCOMNCURRENCES : (Omitted)

CONSIDERATION OF NONCONCURRENCES: {Omitted)
ANNEXES ADDED: (Omitted)
ACTION BY APPROVING AUTHORITY:

Date;

Approved (disapproved), including (excluding) exceptionms.

Signature
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o 1..} . et
Duties: Directs and controls tactionl o
wnt of unit in combat.  Directs contagt witk
unit components, Evaluates intelligence, et
mates situations, amnd formulates decisjor
Directs unit in transportation and landipg of
troops and supplies on coasial areas,

and ialands. Directa landing fores of
ous engineers ia asssnit on hostilp. {ghees de-
fending shore positions, to p .llndhl

lrﬂforn‘mdfomeomb.t
engineering activities {n support. /of. eonbat

team. Directs construction and maintenance
of improvised wharves and tampor land-
ings. Directs establishment of/ obatructions

mechanised or armored atiacks. Diyects re-
pair and maintenance of traffic routes from
shore edge to combat 'area. I s admivistrs-
tion, training, communicati supply, equip:
ment, " ranpportation, and sict-
rity of unit.

npochlquliﬂutlom
Must have tho hmvledn d infutry
combat teehniqnu nd - cembat

engineering
principles. Must have thoruugh knowledge of
organization and Alsaion of amphiblous comn-
bat luppoptunltl. ulthqahbtoeo-tnlm

operation of small ersft. |
Must have } ;nppnwht. formal traiping
or equivalent nilitery supervisory experience

in small eraff navigation or combat or eom-
struction enginesring.

ln-plo dwmh-lumlﬂou

Ty

g 3 & R
D, LS ' SRR SE T "'
---.“_---;__-.l'ﬂu -
2P SRR © YR T
Dredge Caplihia
Marine Engineer I

when use of # is required in tacti situa-
tion, Evalustes Intelligence, estima situa-
tions, and formulstes decisi Directs

employment, masiutenance, and operation of
smoke-generating equipment. laying
of ‘mnoke to “87% superiority for supported
units, to observation by enemy units,
and to hampet ememy opera Directs ad-
ministration, communieations, /'supply, mainte-
nance, transportation, and

Qualifications: Must be/able to' perform
dutses described shove, and possess following
I ! l lll II -‘ . ¥

" Mpst have thorough knowledn of eonstruc-
tion, mdntananqp, operﬁtion, and tactical em-
of smoke-generating egiipment.

:rnzlhn thorough kpowledge of weathr and

n features gcting . smployment of
smoke. Must have ledge of general chem-
jes]l wWarfare tac and MW'
and equipment. Must know es of

other equipment psed for laying and maintain-
ing mh‘cr-dn, such' as pm-tarl. artillery,
and sireraft.
Rzamples
qnalified:
Chemics] Fuel Supply Off\cer

Stpoke, Generator U4 Com-

" duty pesitions for which

rations

“Dedties Mudeontroh tactl'ﬂunploy-
utdultinemht. Evainates tntelligence,
- 2 $7




AR 611-101

es. ‘mates-pituations, and formulates decisions.

: '?‘j nunications. Directs motorized in-
ipoes. Prescribes policies, miasions,
§#¥ds for unit. Directs camouflage and
conceslment of equipment from air and ground
observation and attack. Formulates antitank
plans. Directs training of personne) in infan-
try arma, infantry weapons, and tactical employ-
ment of appropriate units. Acts as Kaison offi-
cer in coordination with supporting units and
higher headquarters. Directs administration,
supply, maintenance, transportation, and secu-
rity activities of unit,

Qualifications: Must be able to perform
duties described above, and possess following
special qualifications :

Must huve thorough knowledge of infantry
tactical and technical operations, Must have
thorough knowledge of organization and mission
of combat units in field army. Must have thor-
vugh knowledge of motorized arms and equip-
ment and infantry arms such as rifles, light and
heavy machine guns, mortars, hand grenades,
rocket launchers, and recoilless rifles.

Must have had appropriate formal training,
such as the associate Infantry Officers’ Course,
or equivalent military experience.

Examples of duty positions for which
qualified:

Infantry Unit Commander

Infantry Counterfire Unit Commander
Infantry Demolition and Pioneer Officer
Infantry Intelligence and Reconnaissance

Unit Commander
Infantry Liaison Officer

MOS Code 1543

INFANTRY HEAVY MORTAR UNIT
COMMANDER

Summary: Commands infantry heavy mortar
unit and supervises operation of infantry heavy
mortar company fire direction center.

Duties: Directs and controls tactical employ-
ment of infantry heavy mortar unit én combat.
Directs communication with supported unita.
D:recta

_-- exploaive and chemical fires to de-

2 June 1960

screens to hamper enemy observation. - i
heavy mortar fire to disrupt enemy ; ‘_ te
approach. Direots operation of infantry? vy
mortar company fire direction center t9 insure
placing heavy mortar fire on designated targets
at proper time. Supervises training of heavy
mortar personnel, including fire direction and
forward obeerver personnel. Supervises prepa-
ration of firing charts. Prepares firing data for
observed fires, prearranged fires, and unob-
served fires. Specifies elements of fire com-
mands, such as platoons to fire, type of ammu-
nition, direction, mortars to fire, method of fire,
elevation, charge, and command to fire. Directs
infantry heavy mortar company survey opera-
tions, including target area, connection, and po-
sition area surveys. Directs administration.
supply, maintenance, transportation, and secu-
rity activities of unit.

Qualifications: Must be able to perform
duties described above, and possess following
special qualifications:

Must have thorough knowledge of infantry
tactical and technical operations. Must have
thorough knowledge of tactics and techniques
involved in employment of heavy mortars in
combat, including principles of chemical war-
fare involved in employment of chemical and
smoke fires, Must know mathematics involved
in operation of Infantry heavy mortar company
fire direction center.

Must know operation and use of fire direc-
tion squipment, including aiming circie, survey-
ing equipment, and firing tables. Must Imow
use of maps, photomaps, grid sheets, or plot-
ting board in preparation of firing dats.

Must have had appropriate formal training,
such as associate Infantry Officers’ Course, or
equivalent military experience.

Examples of duty positions for which
qualified:

Infantry Heavy Mortar Unit Commander

Infantry Heavy Mortar Fire Direction
Officer

Infantry Heavy Mortar Gunnery Officer

Infantry Heavy Mortar Reconnnhm and
Survey Officar g

Infantry Heavy Mortar
Officar
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