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This monozra-h has been written to show that throuzh

%he.combat cdmmanders-failure to_realize.the critical
need or small arms fire;our vfesent tréining_methods
do not adéquately.“reﬁare individuals_and-units for
.combat; . |

28 an issistant Régimentﬁl_S-B, the author was able
~tn okserwve many end varied_methodé_of conducting small.
ﬁnit traininq; Inaddition the aﬁthor has had'consider~'
ahle eynariewce w1th smgll uhit tactics both in raneu-
vers and in comhat, in qistorlcal exarnle of a rifle
“latoon in action is ﬂresentﬁd in this discussion.-
Annex A_wlll esglst the resder in following Tore closely
the course of sction of this platoon.

Appreciation is éxﬁressed'to the mervers of the
Infantry Sehool Library snd to the members of the Uper-
ations ard mP&lhln Gommittee The Infantry School, for
assistance ~iven in the nrenératién of this monowraph._

“zeent as cited the views or o“inions exuresaed in this
ﬂono"ranh are t’ose of the zuthor and do not necessarily
“ref 1ec+ the offlcial nosition of the Denartment of the

Ariny or The Iﬁfantrv School, - o
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TITAOTUCTION

The ﬂrﬁblem of sdequate traininz for the Infantry
unit end the Inféﬁtry soldier:is not a new one. The
defidiehcies thgf existed in our'trainin3 between wWars
seen to reocurr azeln end azain. It 1s the purpoée of
this.discussion to anslyze a nroblen Inherent to small
unit fraining end to n~oint out svecifie exarples that
ghow the need for Ii-mrovement in that particular phase
of traininz. The problem is the use of live wmunition
in our small unit field.nroﬂleﬁé._

“hile coribet cormenders rsco:nize the irmportvance
for treiainz in small ﬁnit tactics, they_are not fully"
aware of the criﬁiéal need for'effective Smail 0TS
_fife. The guthor will attenmt to show through_combat
ezamﬁles-and throuzh the discussion thot foll@wg the
decisive role smgll srms fire nleys in the seizure of
an‘o?jective. 4 fallaey that hes existed for sometime
in the minds of many covmanders 1s thet the battiézca
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be won Dy the side who ernloys the most artillery and

mortar fire, The trend of thoucht armon: many cormanders

is thet these sun~ortins fires alohe hold the.decisive:'
wuneh In selznrs of aﬁ ofjeétive, that iﬁ'is'bnly nec-
eséary for the infantry to maneuver close in behiﬁd
these fires and to fdllow their devastating'effedt
vhile overruniﬁg the eﬂéﬁy -“ngitions.

The sccentence of this theory led to sn over-
e mhasis in the use of sun-orting weanons while at the

t1me strsssin~ the maneuver snd control provlens of
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the Infaatry units. fifle ond autﬁfatic wearons fire 355
s'.semently de-emmhasized and renerzlly lindlted to the
“movn Distence ifiane and an occasional field firing prou-
1em; it the outbrezk of the Horean ﬁtr, the inadequacies
in-t%e'snall.arﬁs'tréiningiﬁecame regdiiy_appafent<on
tre Catfle field. Teswite tre endons ;rtilléry end rortor
nrencrations, unitsg many tires fe2ilsd to tele thelir obj-
ective, Thelr Tsilure was attributed to a lacl: of_skil;
in the 251disrs use of swall crmg fire during the assaglt
?f sm 0 Jectlve. ,
The »ur-ose of thils wono-rash then 1s to exnlain
- _

the  imrortance of smoll srms fire in combat ond theresby

.

shor the need to gonstontly ermloy live ammnlition in.

-

trainin -y 8o c8 to nro~erly wresre individucls znd unlts

Tor com ot.
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 DISCUSSION

The Americah]Army has ﬁroﬁressed considerably in
their training methods since World War II, sut thers
is still room for irmprovement. In the early trainiﬁg
neriods of ﬁorld War II rigid direbtiveslweﬁt down fran
hicher headquarters -rescribins hour by hour subjects
such as renade throﬁing, gas mask drill, individual
codking, firsf aid, etc. Mcst directives pertained to
individual soldieré and'litfle'time was devoted to small
unit'tactics..Today Army directives emnhasize small unit
tactics but the resultant training is stlll far from
effective. The use of live amwmunition is restricted in
most cases to the known distance firing ranze and
possibly a final assult on an objective during the
annual Army Training Test. Only nartial heed wés_payed,.
to the warnings of our battle experienced COmménders_as
they related the shorteominus éf our small unit combat.
training. While most deficiencles were corrected the
glering shorﬁcbﬁinés in the ermloyment of our small arms
fire were lost and forgotton in the lizht of heavy
rorteramd srtillery fire and in the new mass destruction.
weanons.

Followinz world War II, Cembat Cormanders weré fully
éﬁare_of our shortcomings in smali unit tactica, These
commanders stated that desnite diligent efforts Iin
devisiﬁ@ methods of_attack and in planning decsptive

mansuvers, many of our attacks failed to attain their



~objectives. These commanders believed the cause to be
a deficlency in infantry minor tactics, and they warned
that = faiiure to correct these mistakeé In our training
‘prozram would again result in unnecessary casualties
In a future-war. Nearly all combat commanders were
familiar with these deficiencies and one infantry
division in JoLL devoted an entlre memorandum stressing
he need for the effective massin~ and shifting of small
arwgiﬁ§ minor infantry +‘or'"f'usl‘f.::.crn.'s. This dlvision felt
that the volume of small arms- fire was rldiculously
inédequgte. However, as the vears followingz the war
passed combat cormanders soon forgot the imnortance
of small arms fire and many officers who had not
experienced-combat began training troops neglecting to
stress the emoloyment of small arms fire..(S:SI}

Five yeafs later'the Korean Wer broke out and after
several months of heavy fizhting the old bugaboo of
inadequate training hegan to cresp ﬂack into combat
reports, Junior Infantry Leaders were criticized for
devending on artillery and mortar fire alone to reduce
the dbjective. Training was eonsidered inadequate in
the use of live.ammunition and the front line soldier
apparently lacked confidence and proficienéy in the use
of his individual wegnon. (433) Commenders on the Korean
Front cormlained that men.pould not fire their'weapons.
proverly and thet many ﬁoui& not fire their'weapons ab
all, 3omething was definitely wrong in our training'of
‘the individual soldiér. A ﬁeed for improvement in the
effectiveness of small arms fire was advdéated-by.all
divisions in Korea. The Korean sattlefront was
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reminiscent of old time frontier fighting. 'Clcsc and
accurate fire was &s necessary to stop the enemy as
-was volume of fire. Many cn@a?emcnts in World War II
“however, werse decided by_shcer_weight of munitions alone.
The hastily trained rcplacement cf that war was faced
with obscure tarﬁets.,Consequently he seldom fired at
21l and left rmuch to be desired as a marksman. Extensive
artillery carragas, air delivered explosives and use
_ of tanks permittad +he étfacker'to ignore'small arms
fire to a grcat extent. cetwcen World Jar IT and the
' Korean ﬁar the tendency existed to almost ccmplctely :
substitﬁte the use of heavy suvnporting wespons for
~small erms fire. In training with small arms fire
-volumc was sﬁbstituted'fcr.aimed fire and fire pcﬁer-'
fcr marksmanship. Since the Korean War ‘herc has been
k! renewed emphasis upcn individual marksmanship in the
(6:3)

The 1ack of =kill in the technique of accurately
aimed rifle fire by the American'scldier necessitated
& re-cvéiuation of the Army Training Prcgrém. Lately thc
ermphasis on rifle fire has been manifcstcd in a ﬁew
ccncept of merksmanship called "Trainfire". The aim
.cf-this new cfogram is to croduce a more effective.
combat riflamanfthrough a course of rifle.instruction--
that Includes accurate and. effective smsll arms fire
under realistic combat conditions; During the "Trainfire
axercises the rifleman beccmes proficient through
rcnctiticn. An individual rifleman is requlred to

varticipate many timea over in varied firing axercises



and thareby'demoﬁstrate his true proficiency in the art
of delivering_accﬁrafe and effective rifle fire. The
advocates of the "Trainfire" course firmly believe that
in order for the soldier to learn this new method of
rifle marksmenship efficlently, it is. essential that
he constahtly practices 1t. (6:17) |

Most commanders duriﬁq qula War II had no doubt
that the majority of their men wére,williﬁgly and
arrressively firing theif.weapons. However, few cormanders
ever had the cﬁanca to.substantiate ﬁheir beliefs,
During battle it was mﬁysically impossicle for them
to check on the gections of all of their mén without
ﬁaglecting more declsive responsibilities,'During the
latter stages of the Korean Haf“it was pogsible for
the coﬁmanders to zet down to lower units and it was
here that the need for more effective small arms trainiﬁg
hecame nainfully evident to them. Although fhe importance
of small armﬁ fire was ghruptly Erou?ht to the attention
of Koreah War Cormanders there wﬁs -] kndwledge bf its
decigive importance folldwing_WOrldlwar IT. Genersal
S.LJA, Harshall-emphasized_its importance 1n his account
~of the Normendy Lendings: "In the whole of the initial
assault laﬁdings on the Omaha Beachead there weré énly
about seven infantry companiés which were tactically
effective during the greater vart of June 6, $o4h. In
these marticular companies an sverage of ébput oné;fifth
of ﬁhe men fired their weapéns during the day;long
advance from the waters edge_to.the first tiér.of viliages

~inland-a total of perhaps not more than 4,50 men firing



.consisteﬁtly with the infantry'wéapons in the decisive
compapies..fhese facts wers determined Ey a systemaﬁid
check o7 the survivors. It was not a story of great
volume even for the men who fired. Only onse cOmpany was
able to unite a pase of fire.for any periﬁd. Tne company
which mads the deenest nenetrstion, losing a hljgh 5
pércéﬁta;e of its rern in 80 doing,saw'onlj six live
Germans durini 1ts.advaﬁ¢e and these turned out to be
‘Russiana. The day ﬁas GOnQpicioué fao ibs lack of 1ivé
tar=zets,

Yot nad not this relativelj small amount of fire.
been delivered.by these men, the decisive cbmpaniés
would have mads no advsnce in their separate sectors,
the beachhead would not have begun to také fuaﬁ end in’
all prowébility, Nafmandy would have béen_lost; At their
hacks was the n0wér'bf the mightiest sea and air forces
ever to supmort an invading army.in the'history of the
world.'But_in the final hour of crisis for these infantry:
campanies; the metal; Tuns énd bombs of these diStan%'
surmorters wers”not worth three squads from that small
band of men which had =one to work with their grénadéé
and riflesg.” (3!17)

of course Ganéral.Marshall did not mean that these

few riflemsn alone ﬁon_the victory on the Normandy beaches, _
but he does infer that without them there would hafe veen
no beachhead end no #ictpry on that day. Again there
“eould not e o hetter example.of the ﬁiraculdﬁs
possibilities of a very small volume of fire than the.

incident, at the Dourcy roaddlock to the nerth of Bastogne



on the mofﬁing of December 19, 194L. "Twelve American |
Armar ed Infantrymen, -twelve very nervous infantrymen-
fired efratically in the darkness at a group'cf approach-
ing enémy gsoldiers. The enemy ired and fell back, The
Amerlcans thousht théy had nréﬂably turned back a German'
reconnalssance element and thﬁt their {ire may have hit
four or five men. But the group was the point of an
infantry regiment which was 1eadinp the colwm of the

2nd Panzer Division. It had recoiled on neeting the
surprise fire. The enerty c ommander reportad quite_
incorrectly, that he_was lieins oppnosed by superior
farces, The word was passed throuzh two higher headquart-
ers and Corps ordered the 2nd Panzer Division to change_
its route of marcb and swing northward,thereby wasting
precious time and traversing unnecessary apace. Had the
enermy made one good 1uhge azainst the Bourcy roadblock
he could have tufned southwerd snd entered Dastogne .
hefore the Aﬁerican forces had assembléd.? (3:13)

In Korea many of our attacks failed at the assault
stage. A review of the fundamentals of assault tactics
wlll show however, that the methods of assault advocéted
bv Army field manueals is nasically sound. %“he rost
'critacal nhase of an attack is that moment when the
fires of the'suﬂmortlng weaoons 1ift and the rgsponsibilf
ity for keening the enemﬁ down in his hole is tf&nsferred
to *he rapid, sccurate and violent fire from the rifle-
=mens weapon. Since the artillery and mortar fire has
1ifted,'the'qlosest coordination is then reguired with

the direct su-~ort weanons. The ~unners must observe
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the advance of the mgneuvering élements and estimate
their point of furtherest advance._Whén the foremost
line of infantrymén soproach this limit the gunners
sﬁould use their Initistive and shift their fires. The
édvancing rifiemen should denloy into ass skirmishsrs

and commence to fire inmediately unon tarzets and likely
enemy hositibns. In order to keep the enemy under
constant nressure, there wust be an overlap Qf rifle
fire with that of the sunmnorting weapons. Squad Leaders
“should nosition themselves where they can best contfol
their men end to encour- e and urge them fofward. Men
must ﬁa nfévented from bunching up and sgusd leadsrs
must te cereful not to hemd and crowd their men into

a zroup at the ton of the objective. During the assault
the s:-uads move at a rapid wslk, the riflemen »nausing
every two or three stens to sgueeze off a well =simed
shots at likely tergets. Men rmst be taught-fhat they
willrseldom.sae'a live tarszet excent for possibly a
fleetinz moﬁent snd therefoﬁe they must fire at every
bush,log,tree or rise in the sround thst cduid possibly
nide tn enemy soidief. The essault éhould carry throush
the enemy nosltions emﬂloﬁinq s violent, sccurate volume
of fire. This vitel nhese of the attsck requires maxirmum )
coordinstlon and control..Proficiancy can only ve atfain-
-ed throuzh constant practice snd traininsz. But without
a ffequent use of live amﬁunition the individusl aond
unit is not a™le to anhréciate or reslistically perceive

the mz-e.of confusion =nd hollycaust that can result
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during this phase of the attack. We can not_wait until
the soldier enters corirat in order to lesrn these things.
Rather he rmst be throughly indoctrinated in training
with the frequent employment of live ammunitioﬁ to glve
him confidence in himself and in his weapon and tb have
a full unders_ﬁ_a.hd_ing of battle conditions prior to his
first real fire fisht. We cannot train our scldieré_
to thpt degree with our pfesent-methods of elther
avoiding completely the use of live srmunition or the
teaching of unrealistiec mssault techniques on our
safety conscious Close Combat Courses.

The use of conventional, easily recognizable
tarsets In this type of tfaininé presents a completeiy'
false nicture'of_trua close combat conditions. Combab
leaders mmst not have their men hold fire untii they
see én eneny spldier. The soldisr must fire at pbsitions
where the enamy.is likely. to bé located. More time
must be spent on field firing without sacrificing
accuracy of fire., Small unit formations muist be taught
to fire on such targets as a line of woods, & gtream
bed, a stone wall or the crest of a hill. We cannot
obtain flexli»ility of fire 2y sendiny men through fileld
pfoblams with numerous.bobbing targeﬁs conveniently |
nonpiny ur in plain view. A rifléman who moves from
this unrealistic type of trainingz .to the battlefield
will naturally hesitate to fire on a harmless locking
terrain feature. |

Let us therefore_téke a iook at a small unit

action engaged in oy the 2nd P.atoon of King Company,
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7th Infantry Regiment, near Chunchon, Korea on 8 April
195’1. The Tth Regimeﬂt, 1st Cavalry Division had been
attacking:in the mountain sector north of Chuﬁchon,
Korea. .The Third éhttalion'had a narrowWw sector but was
un acainst an entrenchsd enemy along a mountain range

of shern ridgas, oftén impasseble due to jutting rock
formatiork Company "K" had run the ridges for two days
when they encountered hill 878. (see Annex "A")]Theré
were tweo south approachss to the.hill both up rocky
ridzes. Pitture three peaks in a line joined by ridges
270 meters lower than the peak. The compsny was peri- |
metered on the firét one;_The center hill, 860, was_a
pinnacle. The third, hill 078, ﬁasrconnected to hill
160 v a 70 yvard ase ridge. The western approaches’
would ne over exposed, heaﬁily defended terrain.

If the rock vinnacle 840 could be taken then 378
would te relativaly easy. FRut 060 was a touzh position
with five'orISix autoﬁatic weépons positions among the
rocks snd unao~rosachebls by more than a few men at a
time. Unknown tq the Regiment at this time hills 860
and 87£ wefe defended 5y an enemy battalion of approx-

- imately 500 strong. Meanwhile, the firat battallion on
..the risht flank continued to advance rapidly and by |
7 April 1ts left flank was dangerously exposed to the
enemy on ﬁill 878. A scheme of maneuver was aeveloped.

After en eérlj morning vrevarata y fires, Company "L"
would essault hilil 860.and continue the attack to hill
863, At the same ﬁime.a fast 1izht rifle platoon would

take & roundabout route amd end up.directly'North of hill
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(78 “ehind the enemy. As Company "L" put the rmin effort
- geross the 370 vard ridze at the face of the hill, the
platoon would drive in from the rear, overrunning the
resar slope vositions, | “

At 0700 hours on the Oth of April the 2nd Flatoon
rioved out. At 0935 the plstoon ran into a two platoon
patrol from "3" Company es it was.heading for a nearby
ohjective, After a few minutes delay for coordination
with battalion the platoons moved out again. The 2nd
Platoon Leader decided to follow behind the "B" Company
natrol aleng part of his route to the ob jective. liortar
rounds becan to fﬁll close by so Hoth units hurried in
file -alonz a nath ke ading sli ntly north_tb the "B"
Compeany ok jective, When the ﬁnits cfossed a draw
's1i-htly north of the hill 872 the 2nd platoon turned
sharp left and under cover of foilage and terrain moved
a thousand yards southwest to the foot of hill GT70.

The mortar fire continued to follow Company "B" and
apparently the Chinese had lost the 2nd FPlatoon in the
draw. o | |

The platoon lesder moved fﬁ’Ward.to‘hill 878
undetected and started to move up a path aloﬁg one of
the ridreg Wl th the 1st sguad in the lead, followed |
hy the 2nd squed, next the 1li-nt machine zun and”a
hagooka ard finally the third squad brinéirﬁg up the
end of the column., 222 meters from the top of the
obiective the platoon was radiced to hold up by the

Company Comander and to oput out their air panel. A

féw minutes lgter the top of the hill was attacked
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by four I'-Q's empioying napalm, rockets and calilre
50 fie. This was followed by aftillery end mortar
fire that came dangerously close to the platoon but
no one got'hurt. It was now 1230 and the platdon began
to move out again. |

About 75 yards un *he slone the point maﬁ froze.
The platoon leader looked pasf‘him and not twenty yards
ahead were two Guinese sittinz and chatting on the edge
of =& small ducout. The platoon leader raised his rifle .
and shot.the nearest enerty. The other enery soldier
started fo‘run ~ut the polnt manrdronnéd him before he
could move a dogen steps, .The firing_had tipped their
hand and the lst squad iﬁmediately denloyed in as skir-
mish 1ine and negan Tiring heavily at every sign of |
cover or concealment. The platoon leader ran the 2nd
squad up on the richt and théy irmediately raised the
volume of thelr fire to thet of the lst squad. The
machine gunner ran forwarﬁ instiﬁctively.and soon. his
chattering weaﬁqn waé flughing Chilnsese out'of their holes.
The platoon leader recails that "Thirty more yards and
we reached a "I ridge where the squads assumed a full
skirmish devnloyment end “roucht maximum fire to the
front, The din was terrific andionly the snap of the
closest enemy builets could be heard. _Every man was
fifing,-watching the smash. of the vullets on the lime-
stone rock. It assisted the adjustment of the fire.
The enemy ran helter-skelter in front of us throwing.
grénades end firin: spasmodically but we cut them down
with the volume of our fire. Many were hit even after .

they had rulled the pins of their patatos mashers.
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The¥ could not pin us dowm, An.enémy wegpon on the
ridge he-an chewing un the ground petween the men,

Uur machine cun took it under fire while two rmen ran at
it from the rirht and two from thé 1eft._ The machine
sunner vput a steady stresam of glugs into the ensmy
pogition until the men were = scant five yards away.
The'Chinese guﬁner névef hed =& éhance. That was close
sﬁhport." (2:17)

The nlatoon had run three hundréd”yards up the
ateep glope iﬁ a short time and had reached a solid
netwook of trenches. The‘assauit started to lag to
a walk near the ton 50 the wlatéon leader committed
the last squad through the miidle adding their fire
power to the already voluminous marching fire, The
.shock action was too mueh far the remainiﬁg defenders
on top of the hill and the platoon swarmed into the
chinese trenches and formed a rouzh perimeter. They
began to shoot down the fleeing chinese as.the confused
and panic stricken enemy poured out of their dugouts
around the platoon position; The platoon suffered
only one serious casualty. A B8R man was killed running
to an armo beérer for more.gmmunition.. The platoon
held off two counterattacks but ammunition was running
:1ow. Finally thé-Compehy Commender radioed to the
" nlatoon leader to fall vack irmediately. Company "L"
had been stopped back at nill 860 and'ﬁas unable to.
continue the attack. Under cover of their mabhing mun

and ertillery fire the vlatoon withdrew back down the hill,
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| The rext day the enemy.withdrew from hill 878 and
friendly Intelligence was able to compute the results
of thaIEnd Platoon mission. TOW's stated that the
platoon had attacked ‘s position with an estimsted 500
man Dattalion in the network of defenses. In one
prlsoner's unit (& 50 men mortar platoon} he knew of
twenty casualities. In addition thirty-five enemy dead
were counted on the hill. VWhy did the 2nd Platoon
succeed in'téking their o':jective? The platbon leader
sttrituted it to two simpié.but degisive principles.
One was Surbrisa. -The.other was - the employment of

merchine fire by every remoer of the plataon.-"The

- marching fire kept him of f balance all the way. The

luck involved was the.fortuhe that favors-thoroughness._

That we could nd hold the hill'indéfinitely was not . the

fault of the thirty-mén who took it . Had we.fired-less

in the attack, thé enémy wouldrcertainly have been able

to inflict more casuslities than he did. As it was the

twénﬁy-three riflemen fired an unprecedented L00O0 rounds

of ball armuni tion in twenty ninutes and tha DAR's and

machine zun put in another 3000 rounds. Tuis weighed

heavily in the suceess. Lvery man fired nis weapon, "(2:13)
This situation'tjnifies the type of émall action |

that wé can exnect againsﬁ ﬁussian'aﬁd;Chinesé forces

or thelr satellites. Despite the use of tremendous

artillery; air and ﬁortar fires,‘the decisive action

will come'only'wheﬁ the men with the rifle éah cloae

in for the kill, In this_combat exémple,_tﬁe'chinese

climed »ut.of their holes and dugouts, alive, unhurt.
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and physlcally capa” le of offerinﬁ stronz’ re51stance

and holding thelr ground, horld dar II and Korea ‘has
.prbven that the eneﬁy who dics in is usually safe from.
the shells and borbs' we pour on top of him. Close,
Violent, end accurate use of small arms fire.ﬁust be
tauzht our soldiers to such an extent that he can
develope a full apureclation of its effect and- to which
he can dellver without hesitation or confuslon. We can
~not attain that state g frainlng under ocur present
system of close combat courses. American combat C O
menders have realiged that the most_critiqal_timerin
“attle is when the supporting fires lift and the forermost
line of riflemen closes in to clash with the enery.

They know that success of the attack.dépends on the
soldier exercisingz the utmost in individusl initiative
and.determination snd that needless exposure méans
needless éﬁsﬁalities, 'Hohéver, nany of these cbmménders
~are reluctan® to iﬁstigate a_realistic'blose combat
CDurseremploying'live“ammunitidn W th firé and mbvement.
The fear of repergussioﬁ frbm hicher headquarters con-
cerning trainihgrcaSualitiés nave guided the d)mmandér$
to ﬁhe use éf extreme safety »recsutlons oﬁ the close
rombét'courses. _Tod often we see a'grbup bflinfantry
sdeiars fogﬁed into & =in-le rine and then cautiously
Move forward Lo fire.at obvious bobbing ﬁargets. No man.
must zet shead of the-next man énd 21l muét walk upright,
streiswt ehead. As they near the end of the course a
safety NCC shouts "ceasse fire, lock pieées, fix bﬁyonets;'

charze" and.the-lina,of riflemen run the last fifty yards
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over.thg hill and-férm.a perimeter defense. Many of

the responsible co-manders who employed this unrealistic
tyne of trainin~ (and it is still very evident in our
trainin: and combat divislons today) would ease thelr

| conscience with the remark that "These men will rsact

in a mbre flexinle and realistidlmanner when under

fire in'combat.“ Unforfunatelj_the soldiers did not

as the Kabean_battle reports so erphatlically showed,

he men assaulted their objective in that sarie cautious,
uprl-ht position they had been tauzht in traininz. This
method of assault only resulted in needless casualities
and frequently in a failure to take_the'oujective.'
General James C. Frv, an experienced commander in uoth
Jorld Tar II aﬁd'Korea explainéd the results of this
nregent type of'comuﬁt course as followsé“.Curfent
training in merksmanship end tactics in not wholly
realistic., HMost youns officers and soldiers of infantry
who hé?e'héen in nattle have Qeen_téu:ht to filre with
accuracy 0n § rifle rgnze and to Hit tarzets only a
fraction of the size of a mens body at a distance of
_'sevérél hundred.yards, Almogt sirmltaneously thej nave
teen tau@hf to clése with the.enemy.in en upright
position without adequaté explanation of how the enemy
meantime will be restrained from killing them. ZEmphasis
is ziven to supporting fires as the eleﬁent that will
~drive the ensmy to cover until overrun by our advancing.
troops, 0ut in contradition to this instruction_tha
effects of enemy rifle and artillery fire are mimimized,

Cut of the sntire pattern of'instrﬁcticn the need Tor
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coordinated ?IRE and MAHEU?ER stands crystal clear.

Two nrincipals that coﬁbat infantryﬁan need.to remeriber
when closing with thé enemy through heavy amall arms

fire are that only & mimimum num»erIOf_men should expose
theﬁsalves'simultanaously and thét CATTMUN ATMAD FIRus
Pu'ﬂ KUST COVEL THI ADVANCING INFANTRVIEN.'" {(L:))
Theselprinciples have Eulminatad'ihto a method of train-
ing. on close com.at courses called Assault Eattle Drill.
The training stresses the use of aimed fire in_sufficient
volume to force an enerty td seek cover.

The United States Army wili~continue to ve a great
army only I1f we continue to produce well trained amsll
units. Sﬁﬁerib:‘séuads and platoons result in superior
hattalions and divisioné..'The point of an attack will
te a small unit, Our combat cormanders do.realiza the
imnortance of smell unit actions and our tralning
schedules allocate considerable time to small unlt
tréining. Hﬁwéver, nany commandefs lose sight'of the
fundasmentsls in smgll uniﬁ tactics. They must recognize
that the assault is the most important phase of training
upon. whick ultimste success of the front line infantry=-
man dapends. |

Field pro-lems in gmall unit factics,_although
sreatly improved and increased is not_enough.. Incobpor-
eted into this training muét e the frequent employment
of realistic field firing problems. Only under these
conditions will the junior leaders learn fo regulate_
theif-firers, to nlace their men in correcf firing
nositiona snd to impfess upon their men the need for

fire superiority. The men themselves can only learn




the proper apnlication of fire when commanders frequently
emnloy live ammunition into thelr tactical problems. It
i1s here alone that the men can -ecome fully aware of the
noise, ths sméll of powder, the problems of control and
the confusion thet will be found on the fleld of battle.
It is here aléné that the man can gain the confidence
and respect for hils small arms weapon and to have instilled
in him a kncwledge of why he rmust fire his waapoﬁ in combat.
The repetition of firing wust not be confired tb
"Trainfire" or merksmenship alone. In order for the
rifleman to learn his job efficiently It is essential
that he practiceé the act. A Battalion Commander should
insure thet his rifle squads employ live fire in their
small unit tactics ab least once a month. Scheduling
these 1ive fire pro-lems at lsgat onee a month would
distribute the practice to an extent that the riflemen
would have a strong famillarity with his weapon and yet
not so often as to meke him careless and disrespectful
of safety precautions. Consistent with our policy to
perfect trainin~ methods, trainfire has been incorpérated
into rifle marksmanship and Assault Dattle Drill has been
incorporated into the close combat course. DBut whether
it be the immlementation of a new method or the reno-
vetion of an 0ld method, the need for repetition in the
trainin: will still exist, In most courses of instruction
+he srmy adheres to the principle that practice makes
nerfect, Yet the use of live ammunition in our.field
proslems 1s silther so completely restricted or seriously
limited that the soldier cannot possibly attain a standard

of proficiency in the use of his weapon. The deflciencies
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that o curred In World “ar II and Xorea should not
ha=men asain, Trese deficlencies will be repsated azain
17 we hold ﬁo.the nelief that s yearlyrmaPKSWanship
nourse or any easy familiarity with a weapon on an

occaslionsl field =rot:lem can instinctively prorpt a

soldier to use the weapon when he comes under fire in

.

comoat.
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enerzlly gzood,

(1) mell unit treinin methods aore

ut there =till exists 1room for ifmrovement., Jonsidsralile
' : _ '
Eime is ellocated on trainmeschedules to s-i2ll unit

tectics, hwovever, 1ithtle tine is devoled to realistic
firin - sxercises, )

(2) In the n»ast cormonders acve tend to'over-empha—
rize The aceoymlishments of hesvy sunnorting weanons ond
In barn de-emhneire snall crng fire., Imzll unit flring
~ro lems Tecane nnreslistic ond wholly inadequcte.

(3) Iistorical exawmles fro~ ~oth Jorld Jar II and
Zoreg showed thot the use of snsll crris fire plcys e vital
role I the seigure of an o jechlve,

(L) f"inece *+he Koregulﬂar small crms fire hes rec-
elved additional intefeét and ewhosis,resulting in rweh
imroved tfaiﬂing nathods snd reslistic firins eﬁercises.

(%) Ces~ite the imroved methods of instruction in
reclistic Tirin- nroﬁlemsg.it is imﬂefative thet there le

Trezuent apnlicction

O

# thess firin: exercises. Unly

L

throu h coastant renetition ean the individual end the

~E .

unlt beeome fully ~roflcient ond thereby adequately

treined Tor com s,
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