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FRYFACT
24 January 1956
™e reader's attention is ralled to annex A, n map of Crtena, Ttnly
and amnex B, a map of Aschen, flarmany, A mets complate underatandine of
the dsily sctions of the units in the historical axamples may he oblain-
ad by referring to thuse sunoxes.

In preparing thia monograph, I 4id not bellimve my own combat experi-
enoe 1n World Wear I! qualified me as sn rXpert in eity fiphting, However,
I do feel it gave me the naceasnry understanding to batter avalunte the
thema of thia monepraph.

The poini of view expressed in this paper is that of the author -net

neceanarily chet of The Infantry School ¢r the Department of the Army.
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INTRODUICTION

In February 1925, I waz a company radio operator and from a vantare
point I witneased the start of the attmek on the heavily dofended oity
of Farbaoh, France. uring the first dav, I saw manv ineidents beth rood
apd bad, in my estiastion, grd have ainos wondered what the neeapted pro-
gadura should have been. Later, when 1 rejoined my platoon in the asme
citv, 1 was n psrt of mrny sations that were not clemer to ™me as to Jurtl-
firation or conclusion. Many of thease loonl actions wrre vear:r: U008 =
ful »nd results could be immediataly noted, but many oould not be ao e-
valuated »t thet level, To antisfy my own curiouslty pnd aa a posalble
value ﬁe othars, I have gmliscted the aubject relating to combat in alties.

The present Fleld Manuals give exonllout rulas to follow in thia
typs of aotlion but T soon reaalized in my research that units implemonted
theas in many ways. Fith few exoeptions, every awuthor that analyzee ao=
tions in oltiea sprees with the basio prineiples and how thay wers smploy-
od in a particular situation. fommanders and authora are roluotant to sd-
mit violationa of prinaiplea. This posed a problem of obtaining nocounta
af unsuoossaful sttsoks ma tha conouest of angh olty was sventually sue-
ongafal, The sxseption waa Stalingred. T sliminnted this acvount as tac-
tioal implisations ware predominete rather than prinsiples of eclby fight-
inr.

Nany sxanples of combat in altiea have been publishad. I have gnl~
soted Just two historieal sotions whisk have been wall dooumented as to
vernoity., Those oxamplas provided me with the neosssnry informatien for
thia paper. Muring my researoh, I found many examples to suprort ths ao-
sounts I have ohomen, However, bessuss of 1nok of beckground 1nfurﬁntion,
ingu~ficient basia for conoluajons and repitition I have elimineted these
cutaide refsrences from my discusalon and bibliography.

The two acacunts I selected wera the aasnult of Ortonm, Thaly and
Aschen, Germany. They were choaen bacause of their similarity in time

3



B R T T T T

and troeps emploved, Clty firhting ls well ortalopued as & apeeinl ope
eration, a0 to femiliarize the rendeor wiih basic probti=ms encountered, I
have brisfly described ench historiesl evampis gepArately with an enely-
siz following enoh., My direussion then compar:d the two analys~s to de-
termine how thr opplication of accepted principles eided er hindered these
agtions.

with our armiess steationed throughout the werld, the lnowledge of
city fighting has not decresszed, This situation led me to inveatipnte

our preaent vralring in thls field and to briefly disouss it na a peoint

of allied inturast,




DISCUSSION

tattaok and secure'! the clty of Ortona, Ttalv, was the order piven
two ocmpsnies of the Layal ¥dmenton Battalion, part of the 2nd Canadian
Infantry Brigade in DJecl943(1:1)., The Allied forcea wers pushing north,
+he Canadian Brirade on the esst flank with their respectlve anat fiank
on the adristic Sse. Preoeding the attack on the town of Ortona, the
laft flank, west, had tern sscurad by the Princesa Pat Battallon, the
ground inmediately to the south wns held by the Seaforth Highlanders, sc
forming s firm bease for the attaok,

The olty of Ortone is situated on a small table - top cf land, its
saatern sdpe dropping abruptly about 100! to the Adriatie Gea {Annex A).
The land to the morth, west, and south, dealines quite stseply and the
road from tha seut’ ‘raverses and srosses numerous streams end gullies.
The town itaelf ?na a, prozimately 500x300 yerds in ares snd under normal
conditions houaed 10,000 pecple.  Each blook was a solid mass of housea
with common walla and oonstrustad of briok or masonry. Narrow streets or
alleys ran betwsen each blook and the main strest and Eaplanade were the
only wide avenuea of traffis, The oity was held by elemsate of the Ird
Fara. Regt, of the lat Pars, Divisions and oppoaition was expsoted to
be 1ight, if any, To facilitate control purpoaes, the alty waz divided
into four bounds or phase lines (Annex A},

On the morning of the rirat day the Pdmontons attmeoked the oity on
2 two acompany front, They immediately encounteruvd strong oppoaition but
were able to sonsolidate on the lst bound by nizhtfall., The prime cap-
ture of the day was a #six story building (Amnmex A:A), one of the talleat
in the oity and was used ap an obsarvation poat du.lag the remainder of
the attack, Turing the second day, greater reaistance was met and consol-
idntion was mads at nightfall at an intarmodiate lins, with enemy infil-
tration pravalent throughout the night, Towarda the end of the day the
tanka wers brought up snd sash company had a troop of tanka (4) for sup=
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port, At the end of the third day, ths agmpaniea had reached the Znd
bound but high cesunlties hnd been suff{ered and it was ouvious that the
two companiaes could not take the eity, Accordingly, the Seaferth High-
landers, with three companies, were brought into the town and given the
left half of the city beyond th~ main street. The two Tdmonton Compa=
nies now had approximetely a bleek and a helf per eompany.

vith two battalions now attasking, still no sppreciable pgalns "eve
mads on the Fourth day. It was not until the end of the fifth day that
tha 3rd bound wns reached snd cenaclidated, (Om the sixth and seventh
days orly amall gains were made in apite ol a determined affort to galn
the 4th bound., Cn the aighth day the Bdmontona reached and secured th=
4th bound be mouaeholing through btulldings and on the morning of the 9tk
dey, the ﬁorm&nu svacuated the oity of Ortone, No individual company
casualty reports could be found. However, the Brigede auffered 700 cas-
ualties in the taking of Ortona, a high price for a 500x300 pisce of
ground, v

After the sotion was over, the offleers and key pertonnsl were in-
terviewed and they gave an excallent analysis of the pattle {l:4). I
will attempt to oconsolidate these comments witt the view of aasistanos
in diseussion of cur prineiples. Initially, s detailed plen of the nity
wes obtalned and oontrol lines and pointa established. A suitable ¢, F.
was obtained early in the attack for sentrol and direation of fire usup-~
port, Arrangements had to be mede for tremendous amounts of small arms
ammunition, merter ammunitio. and other ordnanoe used by Battallon troopa.
and a plan of resupplying this mrunition had to bs found. The two coms
panies of the Edmontons used over 2000 yards of mortar smoke in aight
days,

| Cpoe the attezk was launohed, the biggest problem aonfronting tha

Company Commanders was control. {city fighting is mainly a Flatcon Com-

manders show with great initietive on the part of the individual aol-

disr.) The problem of control was alleviated somewhat by requiring
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raports every half hour from sll subordinates. ndividunl houss clear-
ing groups atgnified their advanoe by displaying a shaet from one of the
top windows when they had clearsd a building.

Tanks were found Lo be indispenaable in oity Ciphting although many
problams arose in their employment, They found that the Infantry had %o
precede tenks down the atrests and cell for them when needad. (ne sat-
{sfastory arrengement was to have one tank suppertlng each rifle platoon,
During the nights, the taks were usad for defenslve fires in their ocon-
solidated positions, This zotion was suocessful only when the Infantry
supplied outposts and security for the tanks, Tank fire waa used effec-
tively apainst snemy qrew gerved weapons and pricr to an Infantry orocea-
ing et & streot interseotion, the tanks wers ordered to firs through the
sorners of the mesrest buildings. On their trips to the rear to refur-
Lish their own fusl and ammunitien, the usefulnesa of the tank was then
doubled. 1. They svacuated the wounded; and 2. on their rsturn, they
sclved a big problem of ammunition and ration supply to the Infantry.

he Cansdians used their artillery mainly to contain the left flank
beyond the slty snd to haress ths main road to tho north. Artillery fire
wa3 not effective in dislodging the enemy, although it neutralized hia
fire powsr to sowme sxtent. They limited artillery shoots to be no closer
than one bound ahead of the Infantry. The rubble resulting from Artila-
lory fires wegs used to sonoeel minsfields and as obstaclea ocovered by the
fire, Several instances ware reccrded whers artillery was used Ra direct
fire weapons on enemy atrong points with exoellent resulte.

Technigues sonceraning the Infantry astion were many, Some have &l
resdy been listed in conjumotion with other points. Thers were others,
howaver, found to be emphatioally stated in the analysis. Fosltions were
to De consolidated at least an hour before nightfall rnd be prepared for
dafsnse during the night. An abundance of rifle fire was to be directed
at all windows, open or closed, snd at any suspeated enemy position dur-
ing =an attack. Smoke waz used at every chance to protect troops grossing
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ANy Open area. It wes found thnt =fter a heuse had been cleared, men
rust remain behind to oesupy it as the enemy quite fragucntly returned
at nirht, This also mesnt deatroying or evacueting all enemy arms and
ammunition found in the houses.  The astnblished procadure of oloaring
from tha top floor down was Tollowed with relative ernas me all the homss
in one bloek were connected nand the roafs had ersily removable ftiles, A
second procedure wns ‘o blow holes throurh walls on the top floor if the
roof ocould not be geined.

All of the praceding was an analysis of tne attack cn Ortona, Italy
by the Canadians. Rather then re-analyze their atatements, I will retsin
my comments until I oan compars this action with another aimiler exsmple

in whioh Amerigan foroes participated.

The Ga%awny to the Cologne plaina, October 1544, ls ths beginning
of this next historisal sccount, The action was supplied by the [famed
1st Division and, more spscifically, +the Znd Battallon of the 26th Regt.
in thoir ecapture of the olty of aachen, Germany(6:1). The city of Aschen,
with a normal populetion of 180,000, is altuated at the bottom of a lerge
bowl surroundied om all sidea by high ground, pert of the northern slopes
of the Ardennes, The Germans hed made their oity an integral part of the
Siegfried Line an! had prepared its defenssa well.

Several actiona prier %o the astual attack on the oity ere worth
mentioning for beckground intersst, During the period 2-5 Sept, 1944,
five German divisions were elimirated by the lat Division eand the 3rd
Armored Division at Mons, France, The German troops had been planned on
to bolster the defenss of Aechen. On the other hand, a eritieal ahort-
age of graoline was evidensed among the American forses and all action
beacame foot eoticn. Therefore, when the Siegfried Line wns penetrated,
1t took twenty eight deys of daily esseulting in an sttempt o surround
the ¢it, end tho original plamns of by-pasring the city had %o be revised
to & direoct assault on the cbjective,
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While the astion to surruund the city was taking place, the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 2Ath Regiment, knowiag their future role of taking Aaschen,
went into a phase of detailsd planning and training. A sloran wra calned,
"mock them all down," refarring tc ihe buildings. This thsory wns prac-
tieed with platoon raids on houses ¥nown to he cocuplad by the enemy in
towns outside the eitv, This orier plannine b-nuzht out many foresseable
nroblems and tentative sclutions were devised. The problem of armmunition
supply wns countered oy egtablishing a battalion dump, stockad with sll
types of ammunitlon, which was to keep moving with the asrault troops,
Control wns alded by numbering all etrset intersestions and main build-
ings and by requiring constant sontact among all units.

Orders were issusd to make it mandatory that every room of every
building be searched and sll snemy and sivilians evacuated to the rear.
Tanks, TDs, and AT puns attaohed to the Infantry presented a problem in
that they had to uss the streests for advanelng. It wag decided to use
these wshislses on sids streets initlally and movement forward would be
pade after the Infantry had cleared g1l possible AT gunaltea, Because of
the large area to bs clearsd, it was nacsssary to employ all three com-
paniea in the sttack{innex B) with a reserve tu he supplisd by Regiment,
Fach sompeny had attached to 1t two heavy machine guns, one flamethrower,
two additional bagooka teams, three tanks or ThDa and two E7 AT pguns.

On 10 Octobar, an ultimatum was sept to the city te surrender, even
though & grp o two milos exiated between the forces surrounding the
city, At the expiration of che ultimatum, 1100 on 11 Cotober, the Alr
Foree began a five hour bembardment of the eity. Thia was followed by
artillery and by the end of 12 COotober, the Artillery had fired 500 tona
of mmrunition inte Aschen., During this periad, the gsp batweaen units
cutaide the city hed been slosed to 7,000 yards and the 2nd Bettallon
moved to the railroad trecks southeast of the olty (Annex B).

The asgault on the sity iltself began on 11 Qctober and was well aup-

ported by fire. The Alr Foroe bembed within 500 yards of the railroad
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trncks, the artillery firad from 100 to A07 yards bevend the trroks end
the Infentry merters covered the interveninz area. By 0730 the Infantry,

about 1)), were in position or the nesr side of the reilroad embankmant,

it 0930 esch man togsed = hand prenede over the ambankment ond tmredi-
ataly moved acress after it, Little resistance was met, initially, but
it inereased as the advnnea continued., COnly two tanks wore able to no-
sompany the Infantry at the first push, but by the Tirst night all the
firhting vehiclas were in the city.

On the morninz of tha 1l4th, the atvsck was resumed with excellent
artillery suppert firing in the seme bloek threugh which tie Infantry was
fighting. The attsek was stopped at noon bacnuse of terrific fignting by
the encircling forces to the east of the toxn, The attack was taken up
on the 15th and reached the line shown on Annex B.  Just befors dusk
that night a countersttack penetrated G Compeny's nras, but the line was
restored efter two hours of hrisk fighting. The next day all companiles
held their positiona because of continued fighting ta the northeast of
the oity. Late that night, the enoircling forces finally goined oaontact
and Aachsn wes surroundéd. On the 17th, the attack was renewed and in-
erensing enemy resistance was met, This resulted in C Company being at-
tached and placed in the northern part of the zone (Annex B). By the 18th

it wes fourd that tho attacking companies could not ceeupy and hola what

they had gained, soc the 2nd Battalion of the 110th Infantry, 28th Divi=
sion was mttached to the lst Division to hold the ground captured by the
26th.

The attack continued on the 19th with strong resistance met in the
nerth snd on the 21st the wastern edge of the eity wos grined. At noon
on the 2lat, the Germsn garrison surrendered. In ail, over ~,500 enemy
were ceptured with a less to the Znd Battalion of less than 100 ocasual-
ties,

Situations encountered by tha 2nd Battalion, 26th Infsntry ware sim-
ilar to those met by other units invelved in clty lighting. It can be
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readily seen thet & planning end rehearsal phase alimineted manr problems
such as ommunition resuprly, detailed plsns for control, eivilisn evacua-
tion and individuml training. Cnee the aesault was initiated, marimum
use of supporting artillery and air force was utilized. This was eapee-
i6lly evidenced whea ertillery fired ints tha same block with the Infan-
try agsault foroes,

Individual inpenuity wasz continuouslv raferred to and emphesis was
placed on cleering and sccupying each building. Stealth wns of little
value and a continucus fire oo ~ll possible enemy sites wns msinteined.
In the use of attached weepons, great succass wes found in using tanks,
Ths, and e 1F5 mm SF gun in & direet fire role. Contrel of individuals
and units was found to be difficult even with prior plemning.  Because
of this diffieulty and loss of fire powsr, night operstions wers not
used and posltions wers consclidated prior to dusk.

An unexpeoted result weg obtuined in the use of surprize, After the
German Commander hed currendersd his troops, he stated thet the direetion
of the attask was a compiets murprise to the garrison. Although he knew
that his trocpa were mlmost completely surrounded, the majority of them
were disposed in the gouth expecting = full seale attack there., The as-
sault troops were well into the city by the time he wae inforr.d of the
stteck in the sest snd it was toc late then to re-dispose his forces eff-

ectively,

The two examples chosen were so considered because: 1. Relatively
the seme amount of time was taken to cepture the two cities; 2. The ob-
“Spctives were seized with approximately like amounts of troops. It ia
worthy of note that with these two factors equal, & city of 10,C00 waas
taken by one unit aa opposed to a city of 180,000 Ly the second unit. To
say that the assault on Ortona was not successful weuld, of course, be in-
accurats, However, I Teel that the battle of Aachen was far more success-
ful. Teo justify this, I will compare wvarious situations eneountered by
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each unit snd how eash unit reacted. In mest instances, the catabliahad
grinciples of eity fichtine were adhered to by both orrunigations. 1t is
necsssery to noto, however, that both unite employsd variations of tha
prineiples and emphasized some more than othera in their assauls, I havye
selected a few of the prinoibles commen to both units to evalunte whetl-
or one mction was more suceassful than the other and how the application
of these experiences in future battles may Le used to greatsr adventage,

The 7 ‘or sndeavor axpended to surround the ¢ity of Amchen certainly
eould be justified. In fact, if the first desire of completely bvpass-
ing the citv bad been accomplished, it's capltulation without e ma jor
batile was probable. Unless an snemy is completely fenatical, 1t can be
tssumed thst he will surrender wue. b= ‘e anaizcled with no hope of a
breakethrough in swvidense, it was felt that the city could actuslly have
been takon several dava sooner if the assaulting forces had not been held
ur by sactions of’the eneireling forces,., This situstion did not exist in
Ortone. No effort was made until late in the mction to surround the clty
and then it was not highly successful, Instsad, artillery fire was uged
to coptain the laft flank and harass the northern exit fr=m town. This
allowed the Germsnas +o reinferece their positions and when ho hope was
left for holling them, they were able to retreat and fight again, Another
Teature thet presents itself is the fast thal once the towm has been sur-
rounded, ¢the etiacker can select his point of assault, Thia regquires
the dafender to cover all likely approuches whioh depletes his force and
prevents consolidstion of s major defending forcs. This principle was
proven by the Americang ettacking the olty of Aschen from the east rather
than from the leglcal southerr: approach, The Canadlans, on the other
hand, by not surrounding the oity, hed to attack direotly against forti-
fied poeitions,

A plenning phase bafore the attmok was well evidenced with the oper-
ation at Anchfn. The American forces were extremely fortunate in having

@ little time prior to the assault in which to visualize problems and
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prepare tentetive sclutions., This was esxpesialy apparent in thelr ure
of a motile ammmnition dump following the asseunlt *rocvs. fnee e Lar-
edisn stiack had started, they vere Torced to resuprily their ammunition
by using their tan¥s. Thiz was & ac’ution, Fowever, it decressed the
amount of fire sup,ort svailable to the reinfersed umat. Both units had
pisrns of the city prior to the asspult snd amphasis was placed on their
needs. The Americtn’s vlan was more detailed and I thin': their svstem
of mumbering check points was excellent for coentral purpoaes, Cne fphase
of planning that I feel was lsckinz in both instances w=z the non-resl-
latic mpprosen to the size of the arsa the companises could seize and ce-
CUpY. In the Cuanadian example, the original area had to be reduced to
less thaa half and in the American aection, en adiitional company had o
be attached for clearing areas and a bettalion from ancther division was
used to occ-upy and hold the mrem already cleared, Botk units were for-
tunate that edditional troops ~ere in the area, as this condition of not
being able to occupy what you have clesred may place you ir a very un-
desirable rosition. e.z. Reoccupstion by epemy tﬁraugh irfiltration,

An additional aspect of the plamning carried or by the Americans,
was the reheareal! of their troeps . to make the asssult. The piatcons
made raids in the suburbs of Aschen sgainst known enemv positions. This
allowed the Flatoor lLeader and all of his men to become scquainted with
the job they were eventually to perform. This practite was smployed In
my bettelion in World Wer II with gratifying results, If nething elae,
it zzve our pew replacements entering combat for the first time, s g &d-
ual approach to what was :xpseted of them. Umfortunstely, the Cuna-
dians did not have the available time for s rehearsal, but moved right
into the aasault, In pdiitlon to the rehearsal of the platoons, the pro
blems of the attached weapons were visualized sarly amd the tanks, TDs,
and AT guns were attached prior to the ettack. This ollowed tha Company
Commenders aufficient time, under ideal conditions, to plan far their em-
Ployment and a chaace to rehearse vith them, Unfertunately, “he Canadisns
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head comrleted almost two dasvs of fightine Yefore their tanks arrived.
This mede it necessary JSor the Company Cormander to assume comrand of,i
and consider thelr emplovment in the middle of b ttde, It would eee
tain v have besn better to have the tanks before the emtry into Urtona
but the support rendered to the Infentry justified their ar-ival at any
time,

With respect te fire support prior %o the antry into the city, the
Americens certasinly capitalized on all that was availatle, including mud-
tiple air strikes and at one time, ten bevialions of Artillerv, The Cana-
1ians were evidently rot sc fortunaste, as mo reference can he found re-
garding prior ertillery fire or air suppert, In fset, the penerasl con-
clusion wes that the at4tack was suprorted primarily by artillery and 4.2
mo~ter fire to 3eal off the town, It was later found that {ire placed
in the elty was pot too effective in disledging the enemy and normelly

sllowed him better defensive sites in the resulting rubdle,

Cnce tﬁe assault has been launched, every rerference a
statss that the mttack becomes a small unit action, normally h;aa ar
feur men.,  Small teams must be formed for eclearing each room of every
house and to provide covering fire for an advaneing group. Control at
this atape iz nlmost completely non-existent for the Company Commander
ar} limited greatlv even at platoon level. This was trum both at Aachen
and Ortona with meny examples of individual acrressivencss and ingenuity
‘described. No comperison can be drewn regerding individual or small group
gctions a3 esch unit attained esual results st that level. Control of
versonnel so employed necessitated the Company Commanders snd Flatoon
Leaders to be well forward. By being su positioned, leading slements
‘sould be controlled in their rate of advance. Both units requirad half
bour reports from all lesdars snd by using pre-designated control pointas
2 limited amount of control was maintained,

Both units realized an oversipght in plennine by not having enpuph
troope to seirs the objective and then physically cocupy sach house.
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Instrnces were recorded be both wnits thet tho Sermans  would Infiltrate
irto the resr of the attack units, ocrupy previcusly eleered heusoz, re-
suiring assault units to retake these positions. In the Aachen operation,
the agsault wes mada with all thras rifle compenies because of +hs width
of the aree and even this wes not suefficient strength, The practice of
committing mll urits in the wssault of a oity at all levels, to includs
RZepiment, wes very comnon, (2:10), No reference can be round on the use
of resarve trocps et Crtonma. If the lines of advance san be intarpreted
freely, no reserve wag used by the Edmontons as an aszault unlt in their
advance into Ortona ani wore probably usel as an oceupyine foree,

The use of fire support from indireot fire weapons wess usad by both
unita with almost similerr results, Thesy found that mortars were more ef-
fective than srtillery for ‘close in' suppert tnd artillery was affaective
aceinst heavily fortified positions, Several variations wers racorded
which are worthy of remark, Tre Canadisng usad maximum rounds »f smoke
in their attack when the Americens mads no comment of usirng smoke in any
form, smoke wes undoubtedly used but did not earry the importance az in
Ortona, Most accounts of eity fiphting in whiash Americans partieipated
state that movement was covered by fire; as opposed to the uae of smoke
83 & covering agent by most ather Argiaa. Several technigues amploying
artillery was found by each side. Both mides astated that artlllery was
not effective in disledzing enemy troops from their positiona, but wonid
temporarily neutralize their firs, Thiz advintage was ngurlly lost, huwae

ever, by the time the Infrntry could aivance te the snemy position. Ir

the Infantry celled for artillery fire on ‘close in' targets, it was nec-

essary to withdraw the Infantry +to the rear because of the possibility
of error by the Artillerv, This allewad the enemy to re-occcupy houses

thei the Infantry hed to leave, The Americena st Aschen overomme this

disedvantage by emploving their Artillery to fire psrallel to the asrmault

troops rather than the usdsl perpsndieular teehnizue, This was possible

by having the city surrounded and allowing freedom of emplacing artillery,
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The emplacement of the artillerv on thr flank gnve pverhend fire in the
same block the Infantry wag clearine, This = oertainly a maior Tretor™
to consider ad a method of obtaining the meximum use of suprerting fire,

In olose conjunetion with indirect fire supfort we heve the amplov-
ment of tanks and thelir resulting direect fire suprort, In eannection
with this I wish to mention the use ¢f the one 16F mm SF pun used in tha
tattle of Aschen. This weapon was found to be sxtremely accurate and uae-
ful in redueing heavily defanded positiona and J.F.s in steeples nnd tow-
ers, It was only used in direct fire missions. Tanks and TDs wers alsc
uged effactively in a direct fire rois to aover the advance of the Infan-
try. Their employment was utilized to ¢lear intersestiona of orew srrved
weapona, allowing the Infantry to move forward. Whan positions wers cone
solidated, the tanks were made mn integral part of the defensive if they
were protectel by the Infantry., Ome advantage that the aAcerienns had in
thelr stitmek was the opportunity to have their tanks and TDa atteched be-
fore the asaault, This allowed the respective commanderz tims to work
out and siiminate tontative problema. The problems ancountersd by the
Americans end Canadians in use of their tanks and the direct fire Capa~
bilitinme of thess ;olpons are prevalent in mnny other historieal actions,
{8:22}),

Cne fina® analysis of these two actiona requlires comment, The Ame
ericuns and Canadiana econtinually conasclidated their pomitlona within
the ¢ity and prepsred to defend them just prior to dusk., The genaral
opinion was thai control was so diffiocult during the day that sdvance was
not fecsible at night. This thinking was sonsistent with most other hieg-
toricel examples., Few night attaoks against sny sizeable objeotive could
be found and most mccounts desoribe sctions of platoon size against lime-
ited objuctives.{7:21). This proecsedure is in mocordance with our dsoe
trine (2155) of operatlons, but veriss with several acocunts of Russisn
tastion.{4:B9), The referred to sccount tells the experisnce of a Rus-
slan Captain in the night attack of a oity and he refers to fifteen

15




similar engnrementa. This mayv be n line of operations thnt we hnve not
fally utilized as vet,

“he mbove concludes *ha annlysls af the two daseribed actions, Aa
an interesting addition, 1T lookad into the trainine of the U'. 3. troopa
for roadiness in thia t-pe of asticen, Taitially T wan+ed to justify the
need of training for combat in cities, 1 went to the oasunlty reports of
"orld War 1I to see if a comperigon ecould be drawn in relation to othar
types of combat(F:72), I was very surprised to learn thet eity fiphting
hmd the third highest oasualty rate, axcesded onlyv ﬁy benohhead pprra-
tions end breekthrouch mctions. The averaze rete per divisien on all
operations was 1.7 per 1,000 per dny. This rate jumpsed to 5.8R for all
divisions in oity fiphting and individual divisions went as high ar 12,
This rate included all personnel of the division which included many nen
firhting and support troops.

Belisving that Rurape 1s still a falrly tentative battlaground and
similar fighting may have to be considered ms in World %Wnr 1I, my next
inoviry was into existine training (%:50), A4t the present time, the in-
dividuel soldier rrosives eight hours of training for eombnt in cities
during a twentv nin» ve;k tralning oyele. The junior offie;ra Are re-
ceiving little or no training in thia direction and mors important, the
Advanced Courss Cffloears recsive none nt mll, Thia altustion wns rather
surrriaslng as the officers in the Advanced Clasmes w111 be the Commenders
and Steff OffTicera in any futura war and charzed with the sxtremely de-
tailed and diffioult prior pleannineg to an attaek., Of courss, this lmok
of treining may be later introduced in TO&F units in their field coursens

but this prororative 4s left up to the Thestsr Commander and may naver

materialice,
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Am m result of tho two complete historlaoal examples whioh havd bren
analyeed with regord to proocesdure and prinelples of eity fighting, seve
eral conolusicna oan Yo drawn in respect to establlished prineiples and
means of emploving thase principlas,

The bealo prinoipleas of sombat in clties notunlly starta prior to
the maszault or thn oity itselfl,

I. Surround the sity and sut off any menns of retreat or reinfore-

ing of the defending force,
A. This containment cannct be sccomplished by fira.
3, Final objective la more qulaokly obtained.
2. Prior planning is of utnost importance snd must include all
foreseeabls sltuations.
A« Ratlon and ammunition reaupply.
B. Route of advanos for sach unit.
C. Realistlc area for enoh company to clear,
D. Adiitional trocps to oocupy nleared wreas.
e Detailed meps of oity with prominent polnts marked te
agaist in controi.
F. Arrvangements for atteskments prior to asasmult,
G. Reheorsal phase,
%, In conjupeotion with planniapg, a fire support plan should be sr=
tablished,
A, Indireot fire and bombing will not dislodga the enam but
will neutrallze his fire,
B, The resulting rubble provides obatacles to vehiocle move-
mant and improves the enemy's defanse,
C. Artillery emplacement to fire parallel-to advencing troops
gives much 2loser support,
{nee tha attack is launched, other nrineiplea of city fighting are
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usad. From anelyvting my examples the following conelusions can be drawn,
1. Cantrol ia extremaly difficult, )
4, leaders should be well forward controliing advance of thelr
units,
B. Individuml ingenuity and agrresaiveness is the key to final
suceras and sach man must be familier with the overall plan.
2. Primary flre supprort in the oity comes from direst fire weapons.
A.  Mutuel protsstion should be obtained.
B. Tanks and 3iPa are extremely effective against O.F.s and
reinforced fortifications,
C. Infantry must assure glesrance prior to forward movement
of the tenks,
3. Conaolidation of poaitiona prior te darimess and asseult oon-
tinusd duripg daylight hours.,
‘A. Control is regainasd of essault units,
H, FPreparstions mads for sounterattack.

C. PFatrol activity and assault on limited objectives,

v
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