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Most military personnel must, at one time or another,
consider what would become of their families in the
event of their death. As unpleasant as this may sound
it is something which should be carefully considered,
especially if vou are married and have children or
single and are supporting a dependent parent or parents.
In order to properly plan for this contingency both you
and your dependents should be familiar with the govern-
ment benefits to which eligible survivers are entitled,
At this point, some of you may be thinking about your
commercial life insurance policies. Most people agree
that 1life insurance is primarily used to provide for
your family aftey your death., Have you, however, ever
evaluated the government benefits available to your
widow or suprvivors upon your death? If you have not
done this you may be both pleased and surprised at the
results of such an evaluation. By considering certain
government benefits you may be able to reduce your current
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expenditure for insurance. FEven if you are unable to
do this vou may become more aware of the many and varied
benefits which the government provides and inform your
family of their existence.

When considering survivor benefits they generally
fall into two categories. The Ffirst category are those

penefits which provide your survivor with income such as

et

ife insurance or 3ocial Security payments. The second
category, which are often either overlooked or not known,
are the numerous services which are provided by the
government. Although these services may seemn insignifi-
cant to vou while you are living they take on a much
greater meaning at your death. Let your family - wyour
wife and children or your parents - know what these bene-
fitas are in order that they might take advantage of them
if it becomes necessary.

(el
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egin with, let's look at probably the most
popular and well known of all survivor's benefits, the
Servicemen's Group Life Insurance program, Public Law
§9-214, approved 29 September 1964, established this pro-
gram to provide group life insurance for all members of
the uniformed service. All persons on active duty for

a period of more than thirty days on 29 September 1865
and all persons who enter on active duly after this date
are automatically insured in the amount of $10,000. Even
though this insurance is automatic, seprvice personnel do
have the option of either refusing it or electing to be

insured for only $5,OOO.1

1., Department of the Army Pamphlet 608-2, "The Army
Perscnal Affairs Handbook" {(Washingten, D. C.:
Department of the Army, June 1866) »p F0-81
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This insurance is paid for jointly by the individual
insured and the government. Unless you initiate a
written reguest to the contrary vou are automatically
insured for the full amount of the peclicy. Benefits
naid to surviveors under the Servicemen's Group Life In-
surance program are in addition to other benefits which
suprvivors are entitled, inecluding MNational Service Life
Insurance and United States Government Life Insurance.
One important feature of this insurance is that in the
event of your death, vecur survivor may receive settle-
ment in a lump-sun payment or in 36 eqgual payments.
Another benefit which can provide a considerable
amount in the event of your death is the six month death
gratuity. If you die while on active duty your eligible
survivor is entitled tc a lump-sum payment egual to six
times your total monthly base pay including special,
incentive, and proficiency pay, but not aliowances., The
raximum amount of the six months death gratuity is

3,000, YNormally, this payment is made within twenty-

<

four hours after notification of death.

Social Security payments are still another source of
monetary income available to your family upon your death.
If you have the necessary coverage at death, your widow,
children under 18 vears of age, and in some instances
dependent parents will receive monthly payments through
Social Security. These monthly payments are dependent
upon your average income over the past years and may vary
from 560 to $255. Your unit personnel officer should he
able to assist vou in obtaining the necessary information
if you desire to compute your exact entitlements, An
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additional Bocial

survivor 1s a lump-sum paymen

Security benefit available to your

+ which is payable either

directly to the survivor or toward burial expenses.

This payment also varies between $60 and $255.

The VYeteran's Administration will also provide

monthly payments to your survivors in the form of de-

. . . 2
pendency and indemnity compensaticn.

The amount of

this payment is 5120 plus 12 per cent of your base pay

at time of death.

These payments continue for the life

of your widow or until she remarries and are not affected

by income she might receive from other scurces,

are other benefits available

this program including

of your children and payments

payments to assist

There
for eligible survivors under
in the educaticn

for certain children not

nermally covered by this program.

One of the major debts your widow or

normally incur in the event of your death

funeral or burial expense,

progran approximately 80% of

will be paid by the government.

family would

wonuld be the

Under the current government

all funeral expensecs incurred

1,

This includes such

items as transportation of the deceased, clothing for

the deceased and a gravesite

which space is available, A

-

er 1s also provided for the

Since you are now aware
fits available to your widow
let us now compute these

value. Assume you are a

2.

in any national cemetery in
sultable headstone or nar-
gravesite,.

of some of the monetary bene-

or other eligible survivor

benaefits to oktain their dollar

married captain with three

Department of Defense Pamphlet 6, "Your Personal

Affairs" (Washington, D.C., Department of Defense,

1964) » 13.



children, over six years service time, are insured for
the maximun amount available under the Servicemen's
Group Life Insurance program, and are coversd under
Soeial Security. Using this situation your survivors

would be entitled to the following benefits: (all

figures are approxinate)

Sepvicemen's Group Life Insurance 510,000
Six Months Death Gratuity 3,000
Sccial Security (lump-sum) 255
Social Security (monthly) 254
Surviveorship Benefits (monthly) 185
Funeral Expense (90%) 1,800

TOTAL 816,484
As vou can see the amount is substantial. When you con-
sider that these benefits belong to your family you may
realize the need for more investigation for vour own
narticular case. As stated above, the benefits are
approximate and most are dependent upon your rank,
nunber of dependents, amount of coverage, and length of
service. Lven though these benefits may vary for each
individual situation, the benefits mentioned previously
are available to all servicemen who die in line of duty
while on active duty.

There are many government benefits in the form of
services which are provided to the survivor upon your
death. 3ince little or no monetary rewards are involwved
with these services they are often forgotten.

The Army operates a Survivor Assistance Progran
3
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which is monitored by the Adjutant General's Office.

3, Baxiey, James V,, "Survivor As

sistance Progranm” Armay
Infornation Digest, August 1860, D. —_—

50,




Under this program an officer, preferably a field grade
officer, is appointed tec aid vour survivor with such
matters as funeral arrangements, applications for Social
Security, Veterans, insurance and any other benefits to
which entitled. This officer provides forms, acdresses,
and obtains any information which your survivor might
regquire. This program insures that your survivers re-
ceive all the benefits to which they are entitled. The
assistance your survivor would receive under this pro-
gram makes this program one of the most outstanding sur-
vivor services available., Unless your personal affairs
are in ocutstanding order and your wife is extremely well
versed in the various suwvivor benefits you can begin to
understand why a program such as this one is so invaluable
to your survivor,

Another service provided by the government is that
of the Summary Court Cfficer., This officer is normally
from the same unit as the deceased and is responsible
for resolving the persconal affairs of the deceased in
and around the local area, This officer also is res-
ponsible for returning the personal effects of the de-
ceased to the next of kin or legal supvivor. This is
handled somewhat differently if death occurs in a combat
zone but generally the same services are accomplished.

Your dependents should be aware of the medical ser-

ices to which they are entitled upon your death, Your
eligidble survivors receive the same medical care and use
of the same medical facilities as they received prior to
yvour death. 7This particular benefit is available only at
military medical facilities and only in extreme cases
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will autliorization be granted to use civilian medical
facilities.
Transportation of your survivor's household eflects

will be provided by the government to any place desig-

.....

"

nated upon vour death. The request for transportation
of household effects must be initiated within one year
after the date of your death and shipment cannot be
divided and sent to several different addresses,

Because the previously discussed government benefits
provided for your survivors are of great importance to
them, what can you do now toc assist your dependents in
understanding exactly what benefits they are entitled to
in the event of your death? There are many laws, both
state and federal, which apply to the benefits for ser-
vicemen and their families. Furthermcre, there are
reculations which are issued by the Uniformed Services,
the Social Security Administration, and the Veterans
Administration. Due to the complexity of these laws
and regulations it is imperative that you are knowledge-
able of their existence, Another task you might con-
sider ané one which is highly recommended is that of
preparing a will., If you already have a will, review
it and bring it up to date if necessary., Check your
perscnnel records in yeur unit to insure that your
emergency data form 1s curvent. You should keen your
important personal documents, such as insurance poli-
cies, birth certificates, and marriage licenses, in a
safe place and make certain your wife or next of kin is
aware of their presence, If you need the advice of a
lawyer te put your personal affairs in order, cne 1is
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readily avallable on most posts or installations., The

3

egal assistance officer ig a licensed attorney and can
give you professional advice on most of the problems
vour surviver might encounter upon your death. This
officer is also available to your dependents and would
be very helpful in advising your survivors should the
need arise.

The government spends millions of dollars each year
on publications to inform service personnel of the many
benefits available to them., If you have guestions con-
cerning these benefits you should contact your legal
assistance officer or your unit personnel officer., Let
them help vou put your personal affairs in order. When
this is completed let your family know what you have
done to provide for thelr future. Hake them aware that
many benefits exist which are theirs for the asking., Don't
wait until it's too late and your survivors have to

learn about survivor benefits the hard way.



