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MORE LANGUAGE TRAINING

Parlez-vous Francais? Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Habla Espanol?
. . . . . .
Chances =zre, if you are a U.5. serviceman, you dorn t and you should.
Tre nesd for gualified linguists at all levels has become increasingly

i

appareat in the ilitary today. The U.3, wilitary has relied too

heavily, too long on foreigners to perform its large and complex
lznguage transletion functions.

Why, one may ask, is this inadecuate? <The answer to this would
e multifeold, Not the least of these reasons is the tremendous loss

of

Imerican prestige abroad znd the fact that it leads to gross in-
efficiency at multiplied cest. Orne would think that no additional
reason would be necessary to support a demand Ifor improvements how-
ever there are many.

The United States army is the largest and strongest military
cstaklishment in the world today. Unfortunately it is alsc accepted
ag uncommonly weak in the field of Iinguisties. Let us examine some
of the reasons for this linguistic deficiency. To begin with, otker
naticns have been forced, for economic reasons, to loarp English,
meking it possible for effortiess commurication on cur part. This is
the underiying reason for our lack of effort in the field of lan-
guages. JIn zdfition our naturel gecgraphic isclaztion has contbri-
buted grestly to place us at the boltom of the language heap. This
has reached the state to where the averaze foreigner automatically

addresscs an Amngrican in and would be shocked to find this

unnecessary cue Lo the Amcrican’s ability to communicate ir the
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other’s langusge.

It is difficult te describe ihe pleasure one gets when observing

.

the reaction caused by addressing a German in German inctead of the
expected hnglish., The German feels that he has not only net o friend,

-

but one who has taken the time and trouble to learn something of his
country. ‘this can be of grest assisfence in establishing a favorable
relationship in military affairs. One doesn’t necessarily need to be
Iluept but every 1ittle bit helps. & Torelgner, even i he &peaks

-

dnglish more fluently than we spesk his lansusgeyappreciates the

gesture of friendliress and courtesy implicit in our atlcmpl to say

a few WOfi' in his langusoge ircste

f\)

-4 of curs.

Although it ig¢ true that we guffer from a definite lack of
gquzlified linguists there has been one encouraging development in ihe
Army snd that is an awsreress of the problem. iuch is heing done to-
dey o trair selected admerican soldiers in approxomately thirty
different larguages. The focal point of cur emphasis in language
training hac becrn the cstsblizhment of the languaze institute at
onterey, Califorriz. Here cualified zoldiers are szlccted to attend
courges varying irn length from three 1o eighteen months. Upon com-
pletion of z course at ¥onteray the soldier is able to comununicate

on & vasic level ir his chosen language. Although he may rot be

luvent in the language he will have o good comrand of iis basic,
everyaay use. In adoibtion te the "onteray langus~ce program, the
Amirican Urdversity in the V.9, and ¥eryland Uriversity in Durojpe

are oflering many sood off-duty lansusge courses that net only pre-

pare ithe studert to nalte converwation in o given langusge but also
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lead to cellege credits which may be applied to a university degree.
These programs aave cauvsed marked improvements in the army language
rpregram put they have not beer enoush.

Tt is now time for the army te rmake an effort to give each

[

soldier going abroad some training in the lunguape of the country in
which he will be stationed. Of course it would not be practical to
naxe & linguist of every man in the army but it would certainly be
possible {0 give cach individual enough trainirg to enatble him to
speak a few hundred words of a language. The increase in presiige
alore would more thar repay the costs involved, not to menlion the
cleser ties caused through the covrunicatior om a rerson to nerson
Zucn & program, as large az it woull nced to be, would actunlly
cost the army very little to establish end maintain., Through a series

nf noersonal 1

cturez , aud more imnortart, tepe recorded lessons, we

m

could bring langunges right into the soldirr s living gquzrters at
very iittle experce. One of the most beneficial ard least recognized
aspects of language training is tha® the more people irvolved in the
pregram, the easier it iz for the individual to learn. 2y placing
lanzusge training on such & basic level the coldier would ectuzlly

te able to live his langusge and that zlone would 2d3 inierest.

[y
This tdea of leaching & languars in the student’s living en-
- ;5& o - ar N - . - - - - i =5 oy 4+ - ) .
vieknment is by o means new or even unique. fThig system has becn
ezpleyed for many years at the Urited States Irstitute of foreigr

Pradey a comrercial school lecated in Phoengfx, srizona. This is a

schoel dezigned to nrepare the studernt to
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one year, non-zccredits
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work zid live abresd in the country of his choice.

Orce ecrnrolled here the student ie required to ive in a school
dormitory where his chogen language 1g vsed exclusively. Dburing the
day the student receives formal *fraining irn the customs, economics
and the language of his particular courntry of interest while at all
other times he communicates, on a person to person basis, with his
fellow students. All of this is carried cn exclusively in the selesc-

q

ted lansusge and Lnglish is never allewed in use.

Perhaps this seems at first zlance to be o 1ittle harsh how-
ever the resulis mere than justily the effort involved., 1In & very
short period of time ( two to three weeks) the siudent is able to
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carry on a geod conversation in his chosern langw

reason that & nrogram such as thiz would rnot be sprroprinte for

cﬂu]‘-
btroac uce thlﬂlb44$ﬂc army.

Of the coumtless number of americans who =zet out each year <o

learn 2 foreipm language on thelir owr very few szucceed in their

&

his is due almest entirely to lack of perseverence.

hours of langusge cessions to 24d up to ihe final
attainment. 3y irnstituting =& program az outlined here we would

force the soldier to kcep up with his langusge without taxing his
abilities. we must keep °m wmind the fact that our purpose iz to

teach fundamentals only and not to gualify each soldier as 2 linguist.

For nore cirficult translating tasks

w11l reed to rely upon such

facilifties as rorntergy and the language tralning prosream o
oroduce weople who can gqualify on tria more specislized level. What

ted here 1s thiat we




him dinterssted and +the lansuage aznd customs

of the country in matarials are prezently
availsble and there are many cualifisd insiruciors on active duty
¥he nave the ability to implement the program. Such a program would

indeed give dollar resulis for the zennies invested.




