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PREFACE

25 January 1956
The point of view expressed in this paper is that of the author —2'7

|
not necessarily that of The Infantry School or the Department of the

Arogy,

“GRAHAM M. SIBBLE e

Captain Infantry



INTRODUCTION

"Somehow, long established tactical methods = even methods that
have been in our own manuals for years - come as a surprise (and are ;
reported as 'new'!), Some of the earliest combat reports from Tunisia ;
said that the Germans were using 'unorthodox' defensive positions. |
These positions were on the reverse slopes and were mirderous when
they came as a surprise to our Infantry." (18:10) This quotation by é
Colonel 4. G. Foxx appeared in the November 1%hL, Infantry Journal.
Now, more than eleven years later, we'might ask ourselves; how much d$
we, individually, know aﬁout reverse slope defense?

It has been said on many occasions that infantry wnits in the
combat zone spend approximately eighty percent of their time on
defense; therefore, all our persomnel should be completely familiar
with the tactics and.techniques of defensive combat, In order to
accomplish our mission in defensé of denying vital areas, containing,%

.or inflicting the maximum casualties and disorganization on the enemy;
we must properly utilize the {errain that we have available. (17:113)I
There are two principal types of defense, the position defense and th?
mobile defense. (17:113) A reverse slope defense, which is a defense é
organized on the slope that descends away from the enemy, is a method?
of employing the position type defense. (16:546)

During the research on this subject, it was found that there are ;
few detailed examples of reverse slope defense; however, there are
many general comments. It was also found that our doctrine of reverse;
slope defense is sound and generally the same as that taught by all

‘nations; therefore, present doctrine and techniques will be used only



to amplify or explain the subject under discussion.

In discussing the reverse slope defense, we shall consider its
advantages and disadvantagés, times when it may be and times when it
should be used, variations and other uses of the reverse slope, and |
training. The purpose of this monogrﬁph is to point out that we
should not neglect the revefse slope of the hilllwhen planning our
defense; and to prevent this neglect, we should place more emphasis
on reverse slope defense in the training of our units and our unit
commanders., |

A1l infantry persormel have begn trained in defense from the
forward slope.of a hill; therefore; let's turm our attention to an

almost equally important part of the hill, the REVERSE SLOFE.



DISCUSSION

Section I

When we are given a defensive ﬂission, one of the first things weé
do after noting the'friendly and the enemy situabion is to méke a I
terrain analysis. Depending upon the level of command this analysis
may be made from a map;lhowever, it mist be made by someone on the E
ground prior to a unit occupying the position. In our terrain analysié
we consider the military aspects of the terrain: eritical terrain |
features, obstacles, cover and concealment, observation and fields ofé
fire, and aﬁenues of approach. (9:9) For our purpose we shall assume ?
that we are.going to occupy the critical terrain, which are any i
features of terrain, the seizure or retention of which would affofd
a marked advantage to either combatant, and confine our discussion to;
the remaining factors. (9:1l)

From the definition of a reverse slope defense, we can readily
see that it would have mény advantages; however, we ﬁust realize thaté
the key to.the reverse slope defense is the control of the
topographical crest of the hill by physical occupation or by denying
it to the enemy with a heavy volume of fire. (16:5L6) In order to
control the crest we should plan to occupy it; and when driven off,
place all available fires on the crest and counterattack to regain
possession. {16:551)

Section iI

let's consider the édvantages of the reverse élope defense; We aré
protected from enemy observation by the crest; therefore, his indirecf
fire weapons must fire uncbserved fires, théreby reducing their |

effect, (14:393) The enemy cannot make as detailed plan of attack
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because his observation.is limited to air reconnaissance. (20:34) The;
value of his air recomnaissance will be limited unless he is able‘to |
observe from above or behind our position. To do this he will have toi
fly over our lines wﬁich is very dangerous to the observation type |
aircraft.

The crest of the hill acts as a shield and protects cur defensive
position from the effect of the enemy direct fire weapons. (20134} E
The Army Ground Forces Board published this comment concerning reversé
slope defense on 20 May 19lk., "The whole purpose of reverse slope |
defense is to shield oneself from.the direct fire of assault guns andé
tanks and against observed artillery fires. In fact, it seems the 0n1§
satisfactory defense against this type of attack." (28:L) This cover :
and concealment provided by the crest gives us more fresdom of |
movement on the reverse slope, This makes the work of improving our
positions, evacuation, resupply, and command supervision less
dangerocus. (1h:393)

Another outstanding advantage of reverse slope defense is the |
defenders ability to achieve surprise and stop the enemy's attack with
a heavy volume of accurate fire as he crosses the crest. {(18:11) An aid
in achieving surprise is that the location of our positions;will not ée
disclosed by premature firing because the troops will not be able to 2
see the enemy until he crosses the crest., (21:131) In order to achievé
the most effective fire on the crest and on the approaches around the%
crest, we would like the forward platoons located between 200 and SOOf
jards from.the'crest; and ﬁhe reserve platoon located on the military.
crest of the next high ground in rear of our position, if it is withi@
supporting range., (1L:39L)

Analyzing the advantages, we see that they are all provided by

the cover and concealment obtained from the crest of the hill;
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therefore this factor in cur terrain analysis points to the use of the
reverse slope defense. -
Section III

As we continue our terrain analysis it becomes apparént that unlesé
we can do something about it,:our advantage of cover and concealment
from enemy direct fire and observation may become a major disadvantage;
' "From our positions on the reverse slope we cannot maintain observation
of the enemy until he crosses the crest of the hill. Without this
'bbservation the effect of our own indirect fires is limited. {1h:393)
In addition, we are unable to také full advantage of the long range
of oﬁr larger caliber direet fire weaponé from positions on the reverse
slope. (1}4:393) These two disadvantages would appear to cancel the |
corresponding advantages of the reverse slope defense. Lieutenant
Colonel Tompkins had this to say about the limited fields of Pire
in the JuLy 1949, Marine Corps Gazette. "Long fields of fire are of
less concern to the defense than the abllity to bring devastating flre
from all weapons onto the crest itself." (30:32) This devastabing flra
on the crest is a must in reverse slope defense; however, we would still
.1ike to take advantage of the long fields of fire from the crest.
To accomplish this we place observation and security groups on the
crest of the hill. The mission of these groups is to maintain
observation over the units frﬁnt, provide security, and to delay and .
disorganize the enemy with long range fires. (14:396) These groups will
vary in size, composition, and nunber dependlng upon the situation, A
normal group consists of a half squad to a squad in size, possibly
reinforced with machine guns, rocket launchers, recoilless rifles, or
tanks, (1L:39)) Observers for mortars and artillery are included in tﬁe
observation and security groups. (20:137) As.the enemy approaches,theé

personnel of the observation and security groups warn the battle



positionhnd place direct and indirect fire on him. The observation and
security groups withdraw into the battle position prior to the enemy
assault. (1L:396)

We would like tb place minefields.and oﬁstacles on the forward §
slope of the hill, but from positions on the reverse slope we are :
uhable to cover them with direct fire. (14:393) In order to overcome
this disadvantage we use the weapons of the observation and security i
groups on the crest to cover these minefields and obstacles. (20:37) g
These obstacles may also bé partially covered by weapons of adjacent %
units. |

There.are two disadvantages of the reverse slope defense which we
camot counteract: (1) If the enemy seizes the crest of the hill, he .
will be attacking our position downhill, (2) If the enemy succeeds in?

penetrating our position, our counterattacking force will be attacking

uphill in order to eject him from our position. (14:393) We employ
- mines and obstacles to the maximum in the area between the crest and
 the battle position to slow the enemy should he succeed in crossing
the crest., (2@:37) This slower movement will provide easier targets;
however, it by no means removes the disadvantage of the enemy attackiﬂg
down on us. About the only time when our counterattack would not be |
attacking uphill would be when we are occcupying the reverse slope of
a ridge and the adjacent or ancther unit would counterattack down the?
ridge into the flank of the penetration. .
In addition to the other disadvantages, the reverse sloPe defense
mzy be more vulnerable to a night aﬁtaek than the forward slope defenée
because we are unable to take advantage of every man being a potentiai

long-range observer, (20:34) In order to counteract this disadvantage.

~ the observation and security groups are strehgthened at night and

during periods of poor vistbility and more use is made of battlefield;



illumination and antipersonnel mines., (1h=5h8)

Analyzing the advantages and disadvan‘b'ages of the reverse slopé
defense we contimmally emphasize the importance of the crest. The
advantages will be nullified if the enemy controls the crest, and the
disadvantages will be partially nullified if we control the crest. Ve
will have good cover and concealment from enemy direct fire and
observation, good long range observation and fields of fire from the
crest, and good fields of fire between the crest and the battle
position by placing our unit in the best position on the reverse slope.;
Two of the factors in our terrain analysis may then be considered as
favorable to a reverse slope defezisé. We will not discuss the remaining
two factors, i

Section IV

In considering times when we may use the reverse slope defense, 3.t |
might be well to consider some instances when this method of defense
was effectively used against our forces. In a report dated 10 Nmrember%
154k, containing extracts of a memorandum from the 83d Infantry
Division, this description was given of the German defenses, "(ne
method used by the Germans for obtaining close contact has been the
use of reverse slope tactics in defense, Only a few of the defending
force are placed on the forward slope near the crest., The bulk of the
force with supporting weapons is well dug in on the reverse slope.
 Any force atbtacking such a position finds little trouble reaching the
crest of the hill, but once it starts across the crest it comes under
heavy fire at short ranges from a mass of aubomatic weapons, includ:ingg
machine guns," (7:2) Another comment appearing in the July 1949,
Marine Corps Gazette stated: "Germans showed in both North Africa and
Ttaly that they were exceedingly cunning in utilizing reverse slope |

defenset, (30:31) Both these comments point to the conclusion that the.
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Germans were taking maximum advantage of the terrain when establishiné
their defenses. :

A specific example of where the Germans used a reverse slope
defense very effectively was in North Africa on 22 and 23 December
1542, The objective, "Longstop Hill", had to be seized in the Allied
drive to Tunis. (Annex A) The hill appeared about 2 miles long and
about 800 feet high, Not Ikmown at that_time and not shown on the mapsé
was that the hill was a double feature. On the northeast end of the
hill was a feature called "El Rhar" which was distinct and separate,

The plan was that a batitalion of the Coldstream Guards would
selze "Longstop Hill" during the night of 22-23 December 19h2. They
would be relieved before dawn by a battalion of an American Combat
Team and move back to prepare for another mission after the hill was
secured. Thé night was dark with a cloudy moon; and it started raining
before dawn. .

After a 20 minube artillery preparation the attack started and ali
companies took their objectives without much trouble. The British had%
seized the high ground and the American Battalion relieved the Britisﬁ
in position. Before dawn the Germans began to counteratback and by .
the 2hth the British were going back up the hill to help hold the
position.

When the position was regained, it was discovered that this was
not the commanding ground. There were four ridgelines and they were ail
occupied. Bach ridge had automatic weapons on the forward slope and i
positions organized on the reverse slope. As a result of this
organization of the ground the automatic weapons of the German
observation and security groups made our troops fight up thé hill; asi
they reached the crest, they were subjected to heavy fire from the |

reverse slope and the observation and security groups on the second

10 | |



ridge. The troops would then have to fight their way down the reverse
slope through the fire and enemy positions to reach the forward slope
of the second ridge. This process was repeated on each ridge. By the
evening of the 2lth the first assault gained the crest of the third
ridge aﬁd discovered that the "EL Rhar" feature was across a deep
gully. The bulk of the enemy forces were on the reverse slope of this
feature, Until this time, no one had realized its presence, Heavy fireé
and counterattacks by the Germans repulsed our attacks, The casualties%
by this time were 200 British and 300 Americans killed or wounded.

Eventually, a fresh infantry brigade was brought in and finally
secured the hill, but by that time our attack toward Tunis had
passed the position. (30:31)

Analyzing this example we may tend to place the blame on faulty
intelligence, no prior reconnaissance, and inaccurate maps., These
things may be true, but thé fact remains that the Germans did make theE
maximm use of the terrain. They followed the techniques of reverse :
slope defense, and by doing so gained the advantages discussed in
Section II, They controlled the crests of the.ridges thereby reducing
the disadvantages discussed in Section III, and were defeated only é
after mich time, men, and material had been sacrificed. It's interestiég
to consider whether we would have used a reverse slope defense in the |
same situation, and if not, what would have been the result..

One of the times when we will be forced to use the reverse slope
defense is when the forward slope has been lost or not yet .
gained, (16:5L6) This situation may confront us at any time whether weé
are on the attack or the defense, |

An ekample of when a reverse slope defense was established under tée

above conditions was in the operations of the 2d fMlatoon, Company "A",é

100th Battalion, LL2d Regimental Combat Team in the attack on hill |

n i



"Georgia", north of Serfavesza, Ttaly on 5-6 April 1945. The mission of
the 100th Battalion was to assault frontally from the south up the
ridge consisting of hills "Georgia", "Ohios 1, 2, and 3", and Mount
Ceretta. (Annex B) The ridge was too narrow for more than one compa.ny;
and it contained successively higher masses that furnish observation .
and fires in depth. Concealment was negligible and there were mines
covering all approaches. About 500 yards to the left there was a
parallel ridge, and to the right the ridge dropped off sharply.

Hill "Georgia" was fairly flat, bald, and wide enough for an a.ttaclgc
with two platoons abreast, The plan was that Company "AY would assauité
"Georgia” frontally with two platoons abreast, then Company "C" would
leapfrog up the slope to M"Chio 1"; H- hour 0500 hours., Company VA" |
planned to clear the forward slope, then form platoons on line and
agsanlt across the crest. The 2d Platoon would be on the left.

The enemy had the left slope protected by two machine gun position§ A
with other automatic weapons and mines emplaced iower on the slope. |
These positions and those on the reverse slope were well dug in to
permit artillery fire to be called on their own position, The artillery
was adjusted from the next higher terrain feature to their rear. |

The attack started, went according to plan, and by 0532 hours
the platoons were deployed on the crest, As the two assault sciﬁads of
the 2d Platoon crossed the crest they were subjected to intense fire ;
from the unit on the reverse slbpe and fire from weapons located on tﬁe
next terrain feature up the ridge. The two scjuads immediately su.ffereci
8 casualties and withdrew to the forward slope. Enemy indirect fires
were now placed on the crest and the forward slope. These fires
caught the platoon in the open and after 15 minutes the two sqﬁads had
sustained a total of 1l casualties. The support squad was committed l

arcund the left flank and was stopped by enemy fire. At this time the |
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‘Germans repeated the indirett fires on the crest and forward slope,
Bat the platoon suffered no serious casualties. Company "C" was
comuitted wide around the left flank of the hill, but its atiack was
stopped; therefore, the Bat'balion now had two of its companies pinned.
down, At nightfall, all units were told to dig in and hold their
positions. The platoon leader realizing that the Germans would
probably counterattack moved his platoon down: the slope and e_sta.blishec%l
a reverse slope defense. At 23L5 hours the Gema;ls attacked over the |
crest and were driven back by our reverse slope defense.

At 0530 hours 6 April, Companies "B" and "C" in coﬁjunction with an
. air strike b;;r—passed the position and seized the next objective. (12)

In this example we see two successful reverse slope defen.ses. The
German-defense succeeded in stopping our atﬁa.ck_m‘.th heavy losses. In
this situation we knew that he ﬁs using a reverse slope defehée, and :
were unable to defeat it initially. On the other hand the Pla'bt;on |
Leader of the 2& Flatoon, unable to seize the forward slope,.- reaiizing'
the value of the reverse slope .defe.nse , and expecting a counterattack,
established his defense and stOppéd the German attack.

' Anoﬁher time when we ma.y be forced to use a reverse slope defense °
is when the forward slope is untenable due to intense enemy fire or
the lack of cover and concealment. (16 Shb)

A battle experience extract from the Twelfth Army Group, dated 15
November 19hl;, gives this recommendation., "A rear slope defense seems |
to be the most practical as accurate artillery fire makes forward
slopes untenable.” (8:1) - |

Ancther recommendabion appeared in the July, 1949, Marine Corps
Gazette. "Under certain conditions, the location of the MLR on the
forward slope is more costly to the defender than to ﬁhe attacker, This

is particularly true if the attacker has a perponderance of artillery
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or direct fire support weapons, such as tanks and assault guns. {30:31)
Both of these quotations point to the fact that it is unnecessary fcr?
us to overly expose our units to intense enemy fire, when a good

defensive position may exist on the reverse slppe of the hill.

P

The lst Platoon, Company "K', 18th Infantry, lst Infantry Division
was forced to use a reverse slope defense in Nerth Africa on 22-23
March 1943. The action tock place during the 1attér stages of the
Battle of Gafsa and El Guettar which had begun on 15 March 15h3. The
next objective of the 18th Infantry was Gabes, some 75 kilometers to
the east. The Italians were fighting a delaying action. 4n atback by
the German 10th Panzers was expected on 22 March 1943, and the 1st
Platoon, Company "K' had to immediatély crganize a defensive position.

The terrain contained no vegetation and was primarily rugged '
valleys and ridges. The hill assigned to the platoon was about 200
¥ards wide, a continuation of a ridge leading into a valley. The
forward slope was gradual and the reverse slope was at an angle of
about 30 degrees. The only feature on the hill was a small wadi
running parallel and about 15 yards from the crest on the reverse
glope.

The platoon leadér was planning to establish his defense on the
forward slope; however, as he approached the crest he received
intense fire, and soon realized that it would be impossible to occupy
the forward slope during d@ylight. He also realized that he had to
establish his defense immediately because the German attack was |
expected at anytime. It was at this time that he remembered a defense of
the reverse slope the Germans had been using. He decided that this
method of defense was his only solution.

He piaced his platoon in the wadi and had them dig their positioni

in the forward bank. The lst Squad was on the left, the 2d Squad in thﬁ
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center, and the 3d Squad on the right. The rifle grenadiers of the 1sté
and 3d Squads were placed on the flanks, The Light Machine Gun Sectioné
‘was split, placing one gun to protect each flank. The 60mm Mortar Squa@
was placed in rear of the wadi behind the center squad, The BARs were 5
placed in the wadi to cover the entire crest, For observation, he E
established two cbservation posts on the crest, This was his reverse
slope defense, i
By dark on the 22d the attack had not materialized so the platoon é
leader moved everyone straight forward from their positions to the '
forward siope. The LM3s shifted their position to cover the flanks

and front of the platoon. For security, he placed a 2 man listening

post approximately 500 yards to the front of the positicn, i

At 0L0O hours on 23 March the attack by the 10th Panzers began.
The tank force by-passed the platoors position and-went up the valley.é
As the infantry attacked he moved thé platoon back to the wadi on the
reverse slope where they held their fire. As the attack crossed the
crest the platoon opened fire and nb Germans reached the reverse
slope. A total of four attacks across the crest were repulsed in .
this mamner, The Cermans attacked again at 1LUO hours trying to flank
the position; the LMG and BARs repulsed a infantry attack on one flank;
and the LMG and rifle grenadiers repulsed a infantry and half—frack
attack on the other flank. After this attack f;iled, the Germans tried
to dislodge the platoon by throwing grenades over the crest. Thisxlast
attempt failed and the Germans were repulsed by 1700 hours. The German%
suffered 5 half-tracks destroyed and 500 men killed and wounded. The |
platoon suffered 1 man killed by a grenade and 7 men wounded. (29)

In this example we saw where a platoon was forced to occupy a
reverse slope. The techniques used by the platoon leader were basicalﬁy

the same as those taught today and the defense was very successful,
15



The disappointing faect was that the -piatoon leader did not know what
to do, and probably would have waited until dark to place his platoon
into position had not an attack been expected, Realizing the situation,i
why didn't the platoon leader immediateky recognize the value of a
reverse slope defense? Evidently, he had not been trained in reverse
slope defense or the subject had not been emphasized. When forced to
use the reverse slope, he had to rely on knowledge gainéd from
experience fighting the Germans.

Other times when we may desire to utilize the reverse slope
defense are when there are better fields of fire on the reverse
slopé, or when we need not occupy the forward slope to gain
observation, (16:5h6) We may have better fields of fire on the reverse i
slope in mountainous terrain where the slopes are rugged. Observation
may be provided by adjacent units, high ground behind our position, or
the crest of the hill we océupy. |

We may want to employ_tha reverse slope to avoid a dangerous
salient or re-entrant in our lines. (16:516) This would normally be
in conjunction with other units; for gxample, the units on either flaﬂ&
occupying the forward slope positions and the center unilt occupying the
reverse slope to prevent a salient in our lines.

.An example of the feeling toward reverse slopes during World War II
was illustrated in the June 1952, Militazy-Review. "In the last war, in
Earope, reverse slopes were nob éreatéd as a novelty, but as.a
‘lifesaving necessity. In Iﬁaxy, in 12 months of heavy fighting, one
Canadian unit occupied nothing but reverse slopes.™ (1:84) We do
not wish to say that reverse slopes are the answer to our troubles in
defense, but merely to point out the feeling toward them during
wartime,

An article in the July 1949, Marine Corps Gazette summarizes the

16



question of when to occupy the reverse slope in the following quota‘biox;n..
"The points to bear in mind are that (1) in the ogranization of
positions for defense or againgt counterattacks, the hahitﬁal occupatia%m
of forward slopes can frequently be costly and ineffective; (2) good
value may be obtained by organizing a reverse slope position, accepting
shorter fields of fire, and placing all pessible a.rt.iilery and mortar
concenfrations on the crest in front (3} provided observation from
other ground is assured, the reverse slope position is often'
superior.” (30:33)
Section ¥

Thus far we have discussed the advantages, ' disadvantages, and
when to occupy a reverse slope. In consriderin'g these points, we may
discover that there may be times when we would like to utilize this
defense, but cannot make the techmiques fit the terrain a.v#ila_.ble.
We should, therefore, consider some varlations in the use of the
reverse slope which will still give us the advantages discussed in
Section II. _

A report dated 20 May 19L) from the Army Ground Forces Board
. suggested the use'of the reverse slope as a shelter. They wanted to .
take maximam advantége of the fields of fire on fhe forward slope and
yet reduce exposure to enemy fire. To do this, they recommended firing
positions just forward or on the crest be prepsred for sutomatic :
weapons and rifleman, The personnel to man these posiﬁioné, e:;cept a
few for security, are lkept on the reverse slope. The security would
slow the enemy attack while the remainder of the pﬁsition is manned. The
whole pogition would be manmed at night., (28:2) |

Battle Experiences of the Twelfth Army Group suggests the use of
the reverse slope in repelling counterattacks, After seizing an objeptive;

to avoid heaviy losses from enemy fire, either move forward quickly or
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leave a small holding or observing force, and moﬁ'e the tulk of the
force to the reverse slope, (7:2)

A successful system used by the Germans in Tunisia was to occupy the
forward slope at night, and the reverse slope during the day. This was |
done to escape the fires from ocur tanks and observed artillery. (28:3)

Another gystem might be to place the MLR on the forward slope; and
if no good positions exigt for the reserves, place it in position on .
the reverse slope. (28:2)

We have seen some of the variations that may be utilized and still
gain the advanté.ges of the reverse slope. These are only a few; there
are as many different variations as there are different situations and
different terrain. |

Secti_on Yi

Before we discuss the training presently prescribed in reverse
slope Vdefense s we should consider the reasons for alarm. The July
1949, Marine Corps Gagette présents this thought: "In the past we
have become accustomed to having an almost overwhelming superiority in
supporting we'apons together with a lavish scale of ammmibtion expenditué:t‘e
for those weapons., This happy condition may not always be true and
the next time ocut the shoe might conceivably be on the other foot.

Even so, the alert battalion or company commander can oftem successm
defend his hill if he adopts a reverse slope type of defemsel (30:32) E

Lieutenant Colonel CGuy Emery gives us generally the same idea in :
the January 1945, Infantry .Joumalr. ."The tactic of massing of arti]leryi
fires, beguh in World Har I, has be.en developed in this war to the :
point where objectives limited in width can be pulverized and |
annihilated. It may very well be that, in some not too distant future,
it will no longer be possible for defenders to survive on a fbmrd :

slope, under observed fire. It is something to consider". {11:31) ;
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To emphasize the previous statements we might give some facts abouﬁ
a potential aggressor. "The Soviet Army is artillery minded. In no :
other army has artillery achieved the status it attained in the Red Arﬁy
during World War IT." (10:76) Approximately 25 to 30 percent of the i
present Soviet Army strength is artillery. (10:76) They have artiller#
divisions of 20 to 2h_battaiions, and artillery groups of 72 to 96 .
battalions, (10:76) "The employment of tremendous numbers of e.rtillezty'é
pieces would be the rule in major Soviet military operations against
strong hostile forces in the near future."(10:76) This means that theré
may be as many as 7 or 8 artillery battalions in addition to the |
weapons of the division and regiment in support of a regimental size
attack. (10:76) This gives us something to think about when deciding
where to place ocur defense,

How are we training our personnel in reverse slope defensé? 4 soldier
during his training eycle of 29 weeks, from the Basic Combat Fhase of

training through the Regimental'ﬁhase'of the Advanced Unit Training,

receives 8 hours instruction in reverse slope defense. (6)(2)(5)(3)}(L)
This training is received during the Rifle Company Tactical Exercise |
Phase of his Basic Unit Training. (2:13) The principles to be taught |
ares "Employment of a rifie company operating with tank-units, as parté
of a larger force, in a reverse slope defense, Tanks will be present o#
simlated®, (2:49) The actual training received and under what conditi%ns
will naturally depend upon the unit involwved. It is possible that the |
soldier may be sent overseas after his Advanced Unit Training; and
unless his unit used a reverse slope defense in the field problems |
included in his training cyele, this is all the training that he wouldé
have received in this subject.

Let's now consider the reverse slope defense training that this

soldier's leaders receive., If these leaders have been through the
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training cycle described, they have received the same 8 hours instruction

that the soldier received; but let's look at the instruction the leadeﬁs

received while attending The Infantry School..

- Tactics {excluding o
Total individual training) Reverse -

Class Duration Instruction Offense Defense Slope Defense

{1) ADV NCO 16 weeks 717 hours 69 hours 35 hours 0

(2) oG

22 weeks 968 hours 127 hours 76 hours 2 hours
Conference aid -
Map Exercise

(3) BASIC OFF l?%—weeks 770 hours 73 hours . 60 hours 0

(L) ASSOC CO 15 weeks 660 hours 77 hours 61 hours 1y hours

Conference and
Terrain Exercise

(5) ASSOC ADV 18 weeks 792 hours 102 hours 97 hours 0

(6) AV

(1)

(2)

(3)

()

35 weeks 1540 hours 171 hours 136 hours 2 hours .

Conference and
Map Exercise

Infantry Advanced Noncomm1331cned Officer Course.(25) ]

"Purpose° To train noncomm1331oned officers qualified to serve

as NCOs in an Infantry platoon in training and in combat." (19a15)

Infantry Officer Candidate Course. (27) |

"Purpose: To develop selected persomnel to be second 1ieutenanﬁs

of the Army of the United States who will be capable of |

performing duties appropriate to their grade in the

Infantry." (19:15)

Basic Infantry Officer Course. (2L)

"Purpose: To provide training for newly commissioned officers,;

other than Infantry OCS graduates, so that they have a workﬁngé

knowledge of the duties and responsibilities appropriate to |

platoon leaders of Infantry." (19:13)

Associate Infantry Company Officer Course. (22)

"Purpose: To produce company grade officers who have a working;

knowledge of the duties and respondsibilities of company
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comuanders and battalion staff officers.” (19:13)
(5) Associate Infantry Officer Advanced Course. (23)

"Purpose: To provide advanced branch training to officers so

that they have a working knowledge of the dubties and

respondsibilities appropiate to field grade Infantry

officers,” (19:13)

(6) Infantry Officer Advanced Course. (20)

"Purpose: To provide advanced branch training to officers so

that they are thoroughly grounded in the duties and respond-

sibilities appropiate to field grade Infantry officers.” (19:13)
We can readily see from the information given that in the ;
instruction to these classes very little, if any, time is devoted to
the subject of reverse slope defense..On the other hand, the purposé i
of the cimiraes is to_produée‘leaders and staff officers of Infantry
units. Are we fully accomplishing the purpose of the courses?

A comment on the subject of training in reverse slope defense
agpeared in the July 1549, Marine Corps Gazette. "The subject remains
virtually neglected in our service schools and almost completely
neglected in our tactical exercises." (30:31}

Another teaching vehicle that we use are our field manuals. The
two manﬁals that we are primarily concerned at the Battalion and 1ower§
level are FM 7-10, Rifle Company Infantry Regiment, and FM 7-20, |
Infantry Battalion. The October 1949 edition of FM 7-10 gives sufficient
information to-employ a reverse slope defense, (13) The Draft FM 7—10,;
submitted in July 195L, contains generally the same information as theé
previous edition. (1) The March 1950 edition of FM 7-20 contains only
one short subparagraph on reverse slope defense. This subparagraph is é
ander the major heading of Selection of the Main Line of Resistance. (iS)

The Draft FMf 7-20, submitted in February 195, contains generally the
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same amount of information on reverse élope defense as FM 7-10. The
difference in the two mannals is that FY 7-20 describes a battalion
in a reverse slope. defense. (16) We can see from this that more detailéd
information is being placed in ocur more retent manuals. |
As to how much use is made of reverse slope training in field
exercises and manuevers, we cannot say; hoﬁever,_we probably would be
close with a statement such as: It all depends upon the terrain, the
situation, and how mich the commander concerned knows about the

subject,
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CTNCLUSTON

We have shown in Sections IT and'III the advantages and how to
overcome the disadvantages of the reverse slope defense, We considered é
times when the defense itself may be used in Section IV, and some |
variations of the reverse slope defense to gain its advantages in
Section V, Throughout, by examplés and statements, we showed the
Importance of the reverse slope during the last war; and a look into
the future at the begiming of Section VI showed that there is no .
reason to believe we will not have use for the reverse slope at that
‘time, Therefore, if there is a chance that we may want to use the
reverse slope, its an important part of our military education.

On the other hand, we looked at the training our units and leaders
are feceiving in reverse slope defense, The training_feceived by units é
dufing the training cycle will soon be forgotten unless it is practiced}
and it will not be practiced unless our leaders are thoroughly trainéd :
in its use. By inereaséd emphasis and incréased'training we will bring
reverse slope defense up to an kgqual status with the other methods of
defeﬁée. By doing this we will eliminaté_such remarks in military
publications as: "There was a time during the last ﬁar‘when everybﬁdy
locked for revérse slopes, but that was a time when reverse slopes were;

fashionable. Now 1like last year's styles, we discard them", (1:84)
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