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PREFACE
31 January 1956
"For the purpose of c¢larlty to the reader, the following
terms a8 used throughout the monograrh are explalned:

1. Night operations and night combat are used in-

terchangeably. In either case they refer to any
militarf tactlcal maneuver conducted at night.
The principles dlscussed apply egqually to any
night tactlcal maneuver whether 1t be a night
attack, raid,'river croasing, occupation of a
position, et:.

2. Heconnalssance - refers to the gathering of in-
formation by any means such as petrols, map and
aserial photo astudy, or observation from obser-
vation posts or from the air.

On page €& in the discussion, you will find listed four
problems inherent in night operations. Further in the dig-
cussion, in the enalysis and criticism of an operation, you
will find these problems referred to as Problem #1, Problem
#2, etc. To prevent needless thumbing through the pages back
to page 6 these same problems are listed agaln in Annex “A";
Open Annex "A" to the left and you will have the listed prob-
lems In view as a handy reference while you read the discuss-
ion.

Map 1llustrations of the combat exsmples used in the dig-
cussion Annexeg "B","C","D" ,"E®, and "F" are asttached in the
game manner. Open them to the right. Thus, you will have in

view at all times, reading from left to right, the problems =-



the discussion - the map 1llugtration. This enables you to

follow material being presented more clearly.
The point of view expressed in this paper is that of the

author -~ not necessarily that of the Infantry School or the

Department of the Army.

Captain, INFANTRY
0-87767



JINTRODUCTIOR

Ask any mllitary man what phase of preparation and plan=-
ning is most essentlal for the conduct of a night operation.
The answer you will get most often will be "adequate daylight
reconnalssance”. He says this because of the emphasls put on
daylight reconnalssance for night operations in our present
training aﬁd in our military publications. Fleld Manual 7-10
(the infantry "bible"™) and Field Manual 7-20 have exactly the
same statement concerning the matter, "Daylight reconnais-
sance by 2ll lesders is highly desirable before all night op-
erations, and essentlal for a night attack agalnst a well or-
ganlzed defensive position. It is supplemented by reconnais-
sance patrols during darkness, and by the study of maps and
serial photographs.” {(2:18) (3:209)

I will not refute anything sazid in favor of adequate day-
light reconnalssance, however, I believe that night reconnals-
sance should be considered far more important thén Just & sup-
plemental means of reconnalssance. Commanders at company and
battallon level should consider 1t a neceagity for the prepa-
ration, planning, and the successful conduct of the operation.

So little emphasié has been put on this in most of our
past experiences untll it 1s extremely hard to find recorded
combat examples that atate énything about the use of night
reconnaissancde. There are two reasons for this; first, night
reconnaissance was not used; aecbnd, in instances where 1t
was used, it was consldered of such minor lmportance that 1t

was not mentloned 1n recording the operation. It is perhaps



much easler to find evidence in our study of past mlllitary
operatlons to show that the lack of.night reconnaisgsance has
ceuged the fallure of operations than 1t 1s to find concrete

evidence polnting out how it contributed to the success of

the operstion.



DISCUSSIOR

To understénd how night reconnalssance may contfibute to
the success of night operations, we must first conslder some
of the characterisfics or speclal problems inherent In night
combat. They are:

1. Gaining the element of surprise and capitaliz-

.1ng on the lnherent feér of the darkness. Thié
-may result in success when normal daylight meas-
ures are leés practicable. |

2, There is a decrease in the effectiveness of alm-
ed fire and a corresponding increase 1In the tm—.
portance of close combat ahd having'support weap-
ons laid on definite targets or areas by day.

3. There is increased difficulty in movement, troop
leading, malntenance of direction, contact, and
control. |

4. The morale of the troops is more highly sensi-
tive to physical and psychological problema.

(51157)

This 18 by no means an exhaﬁstive list of problems that
confront the commander-iho chooses or is forced to take ad-
vantage of the darkness. However, 1f the commander is_able;
by proper planning, to minimize the adverse effects'ﬁf these,
he has at the same time minimized the effects of other lesser
but clbsely related problems. |

_ The last problem 1isted; that ef highly sensitive morale
of the troops, 1s directly related to the first three prob-



lems. If you are able to surprise the enemy or keep your

~ troops from being surprised at night, you are certainly tak-

ing edvantage of your morale factor. You are further effect-

'ing the morale status of the men if you are able to give them

proper fire support, properly orient them on the terrain, in-
sure them that you can maintsin diredtions; contact, and con~
trol, and effectively train them in close combat fighting.
Hence, thls dlsecussion will bé based primarily on - how can
night reconnalssance help to sclve our first three problems?
We can get'the answer to this in no way better than to
review past combat experlences and see what éffect it had on

them,




NIGHT ATTACK #1
(Annex "B")

On the night of 24-25 February 1945, the 3d Battallon,
63d Infantry was given the mission of capturing HILL "400" in
the MONTALBAN sector of North Central LUZON. This key ter-
rain feature, 2000 yards east of SAN ISIDRO and immediapely
north of the MARIQUINO River, dominated the MARIQUINO Rﬁg@r
Valley in the vicinlty of the town of MONTALBAN.

North of the river, the enemy was known to have defen-
sive positions on HILL "400" but the strength and exact loca~-
tions of the positions were unknown. He had patrols operat-
ing in the SAN ISIDRO area., The enemy occupled the towns of
SAN JOSE, SAN RAFAEL, and ZARAGOSA and MT. PACAWAGAN south of
the river.

Between the 3d Battalion, which was located in covered
positions approximately 5000 yards west of the rlver, and
their objective was the open snd exposed river valley extend-
ing north 4000 yards, disappearing in the foothills.. |

The battalion commander envisloned two courses of actlon.
One, he could make a long envelopment through the foothills
to the northeast. Thils route offered him cover and conceal-
ment. He made a personal serial reconnaissance and rejected
this route because: (1) The distance was too great. (2) He
would be moving along a completely exposed flank. (3) Resup-
ply and support would be difficult.

The commander decided on a-aecoﬁd course of action - to

atteck due east over the valley floor at night since there was



no cover and concealment available for 3000 yards. He decld-
ed to nse & fully supported attack and was assigned one 105mm
artillery battalion, one 155mm artillery battalion, and one
platoon of 4.2" mortars. He dared not base his attﬁck on
stealth and surprlse alone due to the presence of enamy pa-
trols in the SAN ISIDRC area.

On the night of 22-23 February, reconnaissance patrols
went out and selected routes of advance and natural stream
lines for use as phase lines. The phase lines along the
streams wefe designated #1,2,3, and 4. A trail was picked as
Phase Line #5 and a draw for #6. The patrol was unable to go
past Phase Line #6. Key personnel were briefed on the ter=-
rain from information gained by the patrol.

Essentially the plen of attack was ag follows: The bat-
talion was to move to the edge of the woods, arriving there
at 1600, and set up a perimeter defense. This was an attempt
to decelve the enemy as to the battalion's future plans. The
battalion was to cross the line of departure (edge of the
woods) at 2200 in column. Securlty to the front was provided
by reconnalssance and security patrols sent out by the Iead-
ing company, and each unlt was responsible for 1ts own flank
protection. The fire support was coordinated as follows?

The 8lmm and 4.2" mortars were to fire on Phase Lines #1,2,3,
and 43 105mm artillery fire on Phase Lines #5 and 6 and HILL
"y": 155mm artillery on HILLS "Z" and "400". The 155mm ar-

tillery had e secondary misslion of placing fire on SAN ISIDRO
and ZARAGOSA. Support fire was to be 1ifted on call from the

leading company commander or in the event of radlo fallure at



s prearranged scheduled time by phase lines.

The battalion moved out at 2000 in single file. The re-
connalssance patrols, to the front and rear, were kept under
visual contact. Phase Line #1 was crossed at 2120 without
incident. At Phase Line #2, the moon became brighter and ne-
cegsltated deploylng Into four columns with twenty-fivé yarda
{nterval between columns. Just forward of Phase Line #3, an
enemy outpost was discovered on the left flank at Point "a".
It was quickly neutralized with grenades. At Foint "B",
short of Phsase Line #4, enemy security groups were heard talk-
ing. These groups were bypassed and Phase Line #4 was reached
at 2220. Here, the battalion commander diacovered he had lost
contact with his rear elements. He halted the advance for a
half hour while these units were guided forward and control
was reestablished.

At Phase Line #5, a map discrepancy almost resulted in

disaster for the attack. The.map had shown HILL "Y" to be
just forward of Phase Line #5, therefore, the artillery fire
wag lifted at this point. Moving forward, the units found 1t
to be over 500 yards from Line #5 to the hill. Fortunately,
' the enemy had Withdrawn and the hill was taken without inci-
dent. It was then obcupied by "L" Company while "I" and "K"
Companies moved on to Phase Line #6, the line of deployment
for the assault on HILL "400",

Moving up in the 2asault, "I" Company becsme hopelesaly
entangled in dense underbrush at Point "C". The confusion and
nolse glerted the enemy who brought heavy fires on "I" Company

from HILL "2" (Point "E"), HILL "400" (Point "F%), and MT.
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PACAWAGAN forcing them to withdraw. "K" Company, in the cov-
er of the draw, held in position.

The followlng day, artillery fire reinforced by the Can-
non Company placed effective fire 6n HILL ™400™. At the same
time, the 8lmm mortars cleared out the underbrush at Point
"c", "K" Company jumped off at 1630 and selzed the objective
before dark.

The 3d Battallon had ten killed and thirty-five wounded
while two-hundred thirty-four Japanese dead were counted.

(1:2)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Here, we have an example that clearly illustrates how
nigﬁt'reconnaisaance can materiaily contribute to the success
of an operation; conversely, how lack of reconnalssance can
rasult in fallure. In saying that this operatlon might be
consldered a success or a failure, we are considering the
fact that the objective was taken (successful operation), al-
though it was not seized at night as planned {(fallure of the
plan). It i1s not our object here to debate the success or
fallure of the operation.

The night reconnalssance patrol selected avenues of ap-
proach and 1déntif1ab1e terraln features for phase lines. By
using the selected phase lines, the battallon commander was
able to maintaln control, regain contact when lost, ﬁnd keep
informed of the progresa of his unit. These phase lines were

also used in fire support planning for deciding which weapons
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to use on each phase line and as a fire control measure in
case communications went out. (Problems #2 and 3) The patrol
oriented the key personnel on the'terrain snabling them to
maintain directlon and effectinly control support fire.
{Problems #2 and 3)

The reconnalssance and security patrol sent out in ad-
vance of the leading company eliminsted one enemy ascurity
unit and detected and bypassed another. (Problem #1)

| ‘Two unknown factors cropped up during the attack, elther
one of which could have caused the operation to feil. First,
the fact that HILL "Y" was over 500 yards from Phase Line #5,
and, second, the exlistence of the underbrush that bogged down
"I" Company's zssault and alerted the enemy. (Problem #1)
Nelther the information that was galned at night nor the
two unknown factors could have been digcovered by normal day—
light reconnaissance becauge: (1) There.was little or no con-
cealment in the area, and the enemy had it under observation
preventing daylight patrols. (2) The extreme range from the
line of departure to the objectlve prevented a detalled ter-
rain study from a ground observation post. {3) The enemy se-
curlty units were not in posltion in the daytime. (4) Map.
study d1d not give enough detailed information of the terrain.
¢5) The battalion commander from his aerial observation post
could not make a close enough terrain study to gain all the

necegsary Information,
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NIGHT ATTACK #2
( Annex "c")

In mid-September 1942, the Russiana seized HILL "726",
some ten miles north of OLENIO, RUSSIA, just west of MOSCOW.
With this hill positlon, the Rﬁssians made a dent In the Ger-
man main line of resistance which afforded them a sweeping
view of the German rear area, thus hampering movement. TIts
rapid recapture was of vital importance to the Germans.

HILL "726" was defended by an infantry company of about
seventy~-five men. The defense -system was organized In the
form of sfrong points. The posgsitions were well pfeparéd, had
gobd overhead cover, and were well camouflaged. Weapong and
ammunition were placed so as to be used to the maxlmum ad-
vantage. The Russians had placed a belt of wooden mines, to
which German mine detectors did not respond, completely a-
round the hill. Gaps were left in the miﬁefield to permlt
the passage of friendly patrols.

Company "G", 464th Infantry was gilven the mission of re-
taking the hill and restoring the main line of resistance.
Company "G" made five or six attémpts to retake HILL "726",
but falled. 1In each case, the attack was halted at the very
beglinning because of heavy casualtles incurred from minea and
magsed mortar fire, |

Captain Vliehman, the Commander of "G" Company, observed
that the Russians confined their activity to the hours of
darkness. The Russlan reconnaissance patrols were very ac-

tive, but only between midnight and dewn. During the day
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their positions appeared deserted. Before the final attack,
German reconnaigsance patrols were able to ldentlfy the lanes
that had been left 1n the mineflelds.

With the information he had galned, Captaln Viehman de-
cided to launch a surprise attack at dusk on 2 October. Us-
ing the cover of darkneas, the assault troops moved from their
asgenbly area Into the jump off positions unnoticed by the
Rugslans.

At a scheduled time,_the two companles along the flanks
of the German main line of resistance, facing the right and
left sides of the hlll, as well as machlineguns, located on
the southern slope, poured fire into the Russian posltions.
The CGerman troops, on the maln line of resistance, further
diverted the enemy's attentlion by shouting. As this nolse
and shootlng was goling on, the assault elements attacked and
penetrated the Russian minebelt through two previously iden-
tified gaps.

The defending Ruaslana, confused by the fire and shout-
ing, did not realize the true direction of the attasck. They
were taken completely by surprise; however, they did not pan-
ic or abandon thelr positions, but fought till the bitter end.
After about an hour of hand-to-hend fighting, the entire hill
was in German hands along with over twenty prisoners. They
began Iimmediately to consoclldate for defense, and, an hour |
later, withatood a counterattack'by about forty Russlisans. On-

ly three of the counterattackers were able to get away. (7:40)
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

We are not told whefher the patrols that discovered the
gaps 1n mineflelds were day or night patrols; however, due to
the fields of flre and observation afforded the Russians, it
is safe to assume that this had to be night pstrols. Find=-
1ng these gaps was the key to the success of the operation.
Tt ensbled Captain Viehman to select hla avenues of approach
to the objective. {Problem #3)

In this case, the obstacle happened to be a minefield,
but the princliple could apply equally as well to other obsta-
cleg that cannot be detected by observation from observation
posts such as areas contaminated by CBR agents. TYou have to
actually get out on the ground to find this type of obstacle.

By observation at night the commander had been able to
determine when-the enemy was active and when ke occupied his
posltions. Thls enabled the cormander to select the most ap=-

propriate time to make his attack. (Problems #1 and 3)

15



NIGHT RAID
(Annex TD")

Late in the afternoon of 5 October 1944, the lst Battal-
ion, 115th Infantry, with a combat engineer company attached,
was ordered to seize the town of SCHIERWALDENRATH, capture or
destroy the defending gerrison and withdraw. The battalion
was presently occupylng positions 1In KREUZRATH.

The 34 Battallion located in BIRGDEN was o conduct an at-
tack simultaneous wlth that of the.lst Battellon to secure
the "Island", a built up area between BIRGDEN and SCHIERWAL-
DENRATH. This youldprovide the lst Bsttalion_a gahort route
of withdrawal.

The lat Battalion Commander neceagarily declided to make
a night attack due to the fact that there was about 1500 yards
of open terraln between him and the objective that afforded
him no éover or concealment. It wonld have to be an unsup-
ported attack based on surprise end stealth becauss the bat-
talion commander was informed that there were no supporting
weapons, nelther tanks, alr, nor artillery avallable. He de-
cided to attack at 0400 hours on the 7th. |

Dn:the follewlng day, the 6th, the company commanders
were able to reconnoclter the ares in front of BIRGDEN and
KREUZRATE from an observation post in a church tower In BIRG-
DEN. Information about the objective ltself was galned from
an American Lieutenant who had been in the town on a previous
occaslon. This reconnalssance was supplemented by the study

of aerilal photos,

18



On the night of the éth, a combat patrol was msent out
with two reconnaissance mlssions; one, locating enemy secu-
rity detachments and machlneguns; another, was to orient perF
sonnel on the terrain. These pefsonnel were to be used as
guldes. |

As a result of this thorough reconnaissance, the battal-
ion commander was able to lssue a detailed order. Company
commanders were able to orient every individual and brief him
on hia duties.

The moon on the-night of the 7th was bright, but a ground
fog blanketed the area.limiting the visibility to about 150
yards. .

At 0400 the battalion crossed the line of departure and,
using the previously orlented guides, crossed the entire
fleld without incident. The entire move was one of steslth
and silence. As the battalion reached the objectlve, there
were a few scattered shots on the left flank and then silence
agaln. Two machineguns opened up, but it was too late, the
assault coripanies had reached the enemy perimeter of defense
without belng detected. They drove right through the German
main line of resistance and continued on to thelr objectives.

The objective had been taken by complete surprise and it
had paid off. The attacking companles had been able to get
through the maln line of resistance before effective fire could
be brought to bear on them, and had moved on and caught the
regserves Iin the cellars. They scon surrendered or were taken
care of with grenade fire.

By 0610 all attacking companlies were on their ob jectives

17



which they held against auperior counterattacking forces un-
tii the engineer campaﬁy was éblé to complete its demollition
mission,

As aoﬁn as the mission was accomplished, the vattalion
withdrew to BIRGDEN. The town was completely destroyed. Nine-
ty-nine prigoners were taken and fifty-four dead were counted,

(7:28-33)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

A comblnatlon of daylight and night reconnaissance paid
off in the successful accomplishment of this mission. From the
obsorvatibn poat, the company commanders had been zble to
gtudy the terrain. By serlal photo study along with informa-
tion galned from the lieutenant who had been in the town, the
layout of the town was learned. Thisz is all good, however,
there were certain ltems of Information that could only be
gained by night reconnaissance. .

The night patrol had located the security units and two
- machineguns of the enemy which enabled the assaulting compa-
nies to reach their objective quletly and without incident.
(Problem #1) Personnel were orlented on the ground to be‘used
as guldea to help maihtain-direction dufing the advance and
~to bypass the enemy security unlts. {(Problems #1 and 3) fThis
could only be done =&t night because: (1) The security unilts
were not ln position in the daytime. (2) The guides had to
see the ground at night. Even though you study the ground
from an obaervation post In daylight, 1t is not sufficlent

18



because the ground does not appear the seme at night as it

does in the daytime. (Problem #3)}
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RIVER CROSSIRG
{Annex "E")

On the night of 4-5 November 1943, the 34 Battallon,
168th Infantry was to cross the VOLTURNO River with the mia-
sion of seizing the high ground (the left nose of HILL "400")
approximately 3000 yards beyond the rilver.

There were estimated to be two companies of enemy with
numerous sutomatic weapons hbetween the rlver and the high
ground. It was thought that the ares was heavily mined. The
terrain plcked for the avenue of approach was low and 1evei
for about 1500 yards and then rbse gsharply to the objective.
The level area was dotted with olive groves and vineyards
growing on suppeorting wires.

The batfalion commander, his staff, and compény comman=
ders had several days 1in which to study the terrain to thelr
front by long range observation from the battalion observa-

tion post. Further reconnalssasnce was limited to map and a=-

:"erial photo and mosaic study. Patrols, sent out by battalion,

had been driven back by automatlc weapons fire each time as
soon as they had worked their way across the river. From
this reconnaissance, the river wasg selected ss the llne of
departuré. The road running generally perpendicular across’
the sector was designéted as the Phase Line #1. The railroad
parallel to the road was to be Phase Line #2.

The battalion started crossing the river at 2300 under
cover of intenge artillery fire. Advance patrols had strung

ropes across the river for use as guides. Few casualtles were

20



suffered from sparadic small asrms fire during the crossing.
The leadling companles had advenced only about 50 yards from
the river bank when suddenly they encountered minefields and
booby~-traps rigged in the grapevines. Severe casualties were
suffered from these obatacles. Within an hour after the cross-
ing, all three rifle company commanders had been wounded.
They had been wounded while actually crawling at the head of
their units disarming the "S" mines. The effect of the mine-
fields on the control was serlicus and the advance was thrown
into confusion. Contact was lost between the leadlng compa~
nies, but by use of the pre-determined phase lines, control
and contact was regalned so that a coordinated attack could
be meade.

Heavy underbrush on the sharply rising ground made the
advance difficult. The assault was initlated immediatsely be-
cause of the danger of being caught short of the objective st
dawn., The enemy wlthdrew in confuslon, so the assaulting com-
panles secured the objective without.any close fighting.
(6114-17)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

"Timely, adequate intelllgence is essentisl for a suc-
cessful river crossing." (4:5) To provide adequate intelli-
gence, you must have informatlon on various subjects Includ-
ing "natural and man-made obstacles, to include data on loca-
tion and extent of natural and man-made obstacles, and their

posslble effect on movement of both foot troops and vehicles.™

21
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(4:8)

In this river crossing adequate intelligence was not a-
vailable. With the reconnaissance means used, long range ob-
servatlon and map and aerlal photo study, the battalion com-
mander was unable to discover whether or not there were actu-
ally minefields between him and the objective, and, 1f so,
where and how many.

We do not knoﬁ whether the patrola sent out were day-
light or night patfols. First, let us sssume that they were
daylight. It 1s highly posslble that amsll patrols operat-
Ing at night could have been able to detect the mineflelds
and the heavy underbrush in the areas., Second, let us assume
that the patrol% during the planning were night patrols and
were 8tlll unsuccessful in reconnoltering the far bank of the
river. In this case, during the actual conduct of the cross-
ing, it would have been highly beneficial to have reconnaias-
sance and securlty units leading the sgsaulting companies.
Since 1t was suspected that the area was mined, these recon-
naigsance and securlty units equiped with detectors, if a-
vallable, and trained personnel to disarm mines, could have
detected the obstacle snd cleared 1t. Allowing the rifle u-
nits to enter the mineflelds and the company commenders to un-
dertake the job of disarming the mines resulted iIn confusion

and loss of control. (Problems #3 and 4)
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OCCUPATION OF A POSITION AT NIGHT
{(Annex "F%)

In June 1942, in LIBYA, a German Infantry Battalion com-
posed of only two companies (the "9th" and "10th") and an ar-
tillery battery arrived at a new position at 0230 and began
at once to prepare for defense. They left a gspace about 500
yards between the companies for the "1lth" Company which was
to move up into positlion later.

Before moving into position, no reconnaissance waa car-
rled out. Nelther reconnalssance nor security units were put
out in consolidation of the poslition. At dawn, the German
Battallon Commander lmmsdlately became aware that the compa-
nies were in very close contact with the British positions
and completely dominated by them, belng overlooked from the
front, the left flank, and the rear. The field of fire from
the German positions was limited to a few yards. ' The space
between "9th® and "10th" Companies, left unoccupled, was.
found to be a knoll whilch prevented visual communlcations be-~
tween the two companies.

The Britigsh lmmedliately opened up an intensive fire of
all weapong which prevented the withdrawal of the battallon
and cut telephone communication. Following up the fire by
sending out tanks and armored cars, the British outflanked
and overran the "9th" Compeny. The artillery in support of
the "9th" Company tried to lay down defensive fires, but wasa
unable to bring direct fire to bear because they were in ;
low position. The artillery fire was neutralized by British

counterbattery fire,
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Having neutralized the "9th" Company, the Brltish then
concentrated on the "10th" Company. .When the artillery fire
subsided and the dust and smoke cleared, "10th" Company found
sbout twenty tanks and armored cars on top of it. The fire

from these completely nullified the weak counterfire from the

."10th" Company. An anti-tenk gun managed to get off a few

rounds, but the commander in charge of the gun told the com-
pany commander that his armor-piercing shells merely bouﬁced
off the tanks. Thus, the "10th" Company was overrun.

After neutralizing theAinfantry unlts, the Bfitish armor
advanced on the artillery battery position and captured the
ad jutant who was wounded, other officers of the battalion
headquarters, some infantrymen, and the few artillerymen who
stayed with their guns. Only a few of the men were able to

escape. (9:16)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

" This is a prime example of how lack of reconnaissance,
especially night reconnaissance, resulted in the destruction
of an infantry battalion. The Germans were denled daylight
observation and reconnaissance of the terrain due to the fact
that they arrlved in the area after dark. However, by ﬁse of
night patrols, they could have learned many things about thelr
situation. They could have detected that the surrounding ter-
razin dominated thelr positions, and that this dominating ter-
rain was occupled by enemy units. Knowing this, the Germans

could have selected better defensive terrain to occupy. {(Prob-

24



lems #1 and 3) They could have positioned their infantry
weapons 30 as to get longer flelds of fire and their artil-
lery so that it could give maximum support. {(Problem #2)

Two other means of reconnalssance could poasibly have e-
liminated this situation: (1) By thorough map study, 1t may
have been poasible to select better défensive positions. (2)
Aerial photo study could posaibly show or at least give indi-

catlons of enemy positions in the area,
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CONCLUSIORS

Night reconnaissance is necessary for the proper plan-

ning and conduct of night operations whens

1.

e

5.

There 1s not adequate time available to make a
daylight reconnaiséance. |

The dlatance from the line of departure to the
objective 1s extrame, preventing detalled gfound
study from an observatlion post behind the line
of departure.

The defending enemy has observatlion and fields
of fire covering the area between the line of
departure and the objectlive.

The enemy has securlty unlts occupying positions
out to his front at night and withdraws them be-
fore daylight. |

In the approach, leading the assaulting ele-

ments.

The very same condlitions that dictate a need for night

combat usually dlctate a need for night reconnalasance to

gain information necessary for planning and conducting the op-

eratlion.

to:

When thls is the case, you need night reconnalssance

l. Investlgate the terrain and select avenuss of

2

approach and identiflable featurea to be used
ag phage lines and control points.

Orient key personnesl on the terrain to be used
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as guides.

To become familisr with the terraln at night be-
cause it will not appear the same at nlght as 1t
does in the daytime.

Locate obstacles such a8 minefields and CBER con-
taminated areas.

Locate enemy security units.

To plan and coordinate your fire support.
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2.

6.

7.

9,
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ANNEX "A" (PROBLEMS INHERENT IN NIGHT OPERATIONS)

1; Gaining the él.ement‘ of aurpfise and éapiﬁalizing on
the inherent fear of the darkness. This may result in suc-
cegs when normal daylight messures are legs practicable.

2. There 13 a decrease in the effectiveness of almed
fire and a corresponding Increase in the importance of close
combat and having support weapons lald on definite targets or
areas by day.

3. There 1a increased Ailfficulty in movemenit, troop lead~-
ing, malntenance of dlirectlon, contact and control.

4. The morale of the troops is more highly sensitive to

physical and psychological problems. (335157)




ANNEX "A" (PROBLEMS INHERENT IN NIGHT OPERATIONS)
Inatructions ~ Open thls page to the left and 1eave this
oose side out so that you wlll have the 1isted problems as 2

|
I
ha y reference as you read the dlscusalon,
|
i
i
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