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PREFACE
20 May 1958
The point of view expressed in this paper is that of the
suthor - not necessarily that of the United Stetes Army or the
United States Army Infentry School.

-

PH W. TATASCIORE
aptain, Finance Corps



INTROLJCIION

Scope: Effective defense against guerills warfare re-

. guires a thorouch understanding of the guerills methods and

- the coordinated application of various measures whose even-

. tual aim is complete destruction of the guerilla effort.

In the broéd strategic sensce, an antiguerills campaign in-

; volves political and psycholoesical action to prevent the

2 guerilla force from forming; or to weaken the effectiveness

: of one slready formed; and offensive opefations aimed at |

| destroying the guerilla force. Political and psychological

- efforts by themselves will not succeed without the necessary
; military messures. The antiguerills effort must be mainly

' military from the offset. Wilitary action designed to pre-

; vent the formation of a guerilla force, or weaken it if it

; is already formed must be adopted. It iz with the character-
istics of this military effort that we sre mainly concerned
in this discussion.

Purpogs: To acquaint commanders, staff officers, and
subordinate commanders of the Infentry Livision Battle Group
é with the orgenizetion, tactics and charscteristies of anti-
. guerills units. To further provide a suide for the conduct
of sntiguerills warfare within the battle group. |

Source of terms: The terms used in this monograph are
in sccordsnce with the definitions in the "Dictionsry of

© US Militsry Terms for Joint Ussare' unless otherwise defined.



DISCUSSION

What is guerillas warfare? "The word is Spsnish, its
literal meaning "1ittle war", from the Spanish word Guerra,
 "Rar'." (8:14)

Guerilla warfare is essentially warfare carried out
.by irregular force® in conjunction with iegularly organized
-military forces as s phase of normel war. It is a war

. against the enemy's moralse, supplies and communications.

distorical Examples: Guerilla warfere hss, in recent:

?years, agsumed inecreasing importance as & weapon of aggress-
;ion. It is8 a8 type of warfare peculiarly suited to the aims
;and methods of internstional Communism,

In the purely tectical sense, guerilla-type operations
jare a8 o0ld as war itself, and examples are found throughout
éhistory. The strateric aspects have developed more recently
?as the result of great politicsl and sociel chanpes during
the past several centuries. When war began to involve all
~the people of & country, rather than merely the military for-
ces of contending rulers, the emplcymént of irregular methods
- of warfare increased In scope and importanca.

Napqleon was plagued by guerillas in Spain and to &
lesser extent in Russia. In the American Revolution, Francise
Marion's guerille force was a deciding factor in our viectory.
In the war between the states, John S. licBby organized and
"lead puerillas agsinst Union PForces. Guerills methods and
techniques were employed against the Central Powers in World

- War I, In World War II the fighting by regular forces was



| augmented by guerilia activities of varying scope in Chinsa,

Burme, Russia, Poland, the Bslksns, Italy, and Frence. The

| Korean conflict wse no exception. "When Horth Koresn forces

é crossed the 38th Parallel in June 1950 three ROK divisions

- were alresdy fighting approximstely 5,000 guerilla in south-

- west Korea - miles south of the 38th Parallel." (2:6)

Today most guerills forces are instruments of Communist

- aggression against the free world. If the future brings
general war, we can assume that guerilla forcee will be even

more sctive and devastatine than they have been in the past.
ORGANIZATION

Genaral: Learning to deal with guerilla operations is

" one of the Army's most urgent problems. We must establish

? and disseminate firm doctrines for antiguerills tacties.

To be effective, antipguerilla units should be organized,

; trained and equipped to combat guerille forces by using gue-
rille methods and techniques. Through necessity most of their
5 operations are carried out during darkness; therefore, this

- force should be small and specislize in surprise and clandes-
; tine action. Special antiguerills units should, whenever
possible, be mssigned on a more or lece permanent basis to
one rercion so that they become femiliar with the locel
situation and terrain. The following is taken from & pastage

in the Soviet Handbook of the Guerilla dicested at the

Command and Genersl Staff School ...."'units most commonly
used by the Germans in fighting gueiillas are companies and
platoons srmed with heavy machine guns and grenade rifles.

For transportation, they use bicycles, motorcycles and trucks.

Small detachments take dogs with them.,"™ (7:104)



Orgsnization: (BSee Anmex A) The squad is the smallest
'organized group and, therefore, should be the base of the
organizational structure in the antiguerilla unit. This
basic unit would be capable of expansion into a larger unit
by merely asdding additional personnel snd proportionate
gtaff, command and support personnel. The eize of this squad
genereally varying from nine to twelve men. Locel conditions
would dictate feasible sguad'organization and strength, but
uniformity in strength and composition should be established
and maintained with this force. Such 2 squad would be capabls
of limited independent action and composed of the following
| elements in balesnced proportions:

a. #Squad Leader and Assistant

b. Automatic Riflemen and Grenadeers

¢. Riflemen

d. Secouts

The organization and size of an antipuerilla force will

vary sccording to many factors such as the topography, support
. facilities and radius of operstion., The British have this
" to 8ay of their experiences in lelaye where on occasion they
had to move out in greast strength to clean out an area.
"eeeoo It is a fact that most successful operations have bean
those planned asnd executed on a company level. Fersonal ex-
perience has tended to show that the larger the operatiqn
@ and the higher the level on which it is planned, the less
.~ ehance of success it has. HNot only is a larpe number of
troops impossitle to control in bedly mapped jungle, but also
the build-up is so-ponderous. the preparations so vast and
lsck of security so likely, that, if any bandits have been
stupid enough to remain in the area after ' H hour' they will

. certainly have left it before the last 'stop' and the last



i ambush party sre in position prior to the advance of the
2 striking force on to its objective." (4:128)

Armg and tguipment: - The need for meobility dictates
light and portable wespone and equipment for the antiguerilla
unit. armament for the guerilla fighters should include but
- not be limited to light machine guns, rocket and grensade
- launchers, sub machine guns, sutomatic rifles, and rifles.
"The armament of the band {guerilla) fighting units must be
adapted to the requiremente for band fighting. iven in diffi-
- cult terrsin the troops must carry with them their weapons by
i their own power. Especislly advantageous in fighting the
' bends sre weapons which make for rapid fire readiness. Hand
 fire arms and sub machine guns, automatic rifles, rifles
; equipped with telescopic sights, light and heavy mechine guns,
f light and medium anti tank pguns, light infantry guns, light
- anti aircraft guns, light flame throwers, those are weapons
' which have proven their value for fighting the bands in swamp
: and virein forest. Heavy weapons, for instance artillery,

" heavy anti tank guns and heavy anti aircraft guns, reduce the
marching speed of band fighting troops in swamps and virgin
forest.” (12:18)

Communications equipment should be limited fo radio and
mesgengers Since it is the most flexible means of communica-
~ tions. Bach antisuerilla unit should have a light portable
radib and messenger personnel for communications with thelr
‘base of operations and other friendly units.

"For fighting the bands (guerilla) the troops require
strong forces for communication purposes; these forces must

be resadily committable and must possess the degree of mobli-
" 1ity which conditions within the individual territory msy

require. kounted messengers and when road conditions permit



¢ . °

;motorcyela riders represent an'indigpensable éupplement to
%the mechanical means of communications." (12:20)

. Pinslly, antiguerills forces must be very mobile. Trans-
portation of every known type can and should be utilized by-
the guerille fighter. The extent and kind of transportation
is limited by the ares the guerills controls, the means at

; their disposel, and the terrain. "After 8ll care has besen

| given regarding the combat equipment for the troops it is
étill a matter of seeing that it is not too neavy. iiany an
operation has failed merely becsuse troops were weighted

- down by too much equipment.” (12:20)
TRAINIKRG

Genersl: "Guerilla activities are best countered by
small specially trained and equipped units that can beat the
;'guerilla &t his own game." {(10:1) The training of antigue-
| rills units must be flexible as is their organization and
' operation. This trainine should be in consonance with the
~ regular concept of gtandard unit training., ZIraining that
- builds confidence in the individual, his weapons and his lead-
ers is of paramount importence in creating an efficient anti-
: guerilla force. Although this training would vary to meet
specific conditions of various areas of operation, the follow~
? ing phases of training should be amphasized g0 that the in-
dividual could scquire the skills peculiasr to guerilla oper-
stions: |

Individusl Zrsining FPhase: This phase should include

first aid; chemical and bactericlogical warfare; individuwal
- cooking; fleld living and supply discipline.

Weapons Lraining Phase: Functioning; care and mainten-



ance; asSembly end disassembly; demolitions; and booby traps.
Physical Iraining Phase: Conditioning; marches; load
. eaxercises; hsnd to hend combat; and competitive sports.

Intelligence and Communication Iraining Phase: Code;

A U W b -

8ignalling; wire repair and laying; radio volce procedure
_and control; message center operation and procedure; map and
serial photo reading and interpretation; and compase resding.

Transportetion Training Phese: Driver training; care

- and maintensnce of vehicles; losding and unloading; traffic
- econtrol and disciplins.

Tactics Liraining Phase: Scouting and patrolling;

. camouflege &snd conceaslment; small unit warfare in desert,
woods, jungle, towns and village®; and night fighting and
firing. Also in this phase the theory of ruerilla warfare

- and antiguerills tactics would be integrated into the train-
é ing.

Pield Exercisse Phase: Consideration should be given to
field exercises and maneuvers that_includé some "guerilla
oppogition” not only to amlert the soldier to the problem of
~ guerilla warfare but to acquaint him with antiguerilla methods

' and techniques they might be forced to adopt.
PLANHING

Genersl: Past history of guerills warfare has mani-

- fested two major errors on the part of thosSe engaged in gnti-
suerilla warfare. The first of these errors is the falilure

. to adequately prepare in sdvance for this type of operation

2 and secondly, the overwhelming reliance placed upon pure de-
fensive measures as an effective deterrent to the guerills

mensce. "In any campaign of the future, the participants



?who fail to take proper cognizance of guerilla warfare, either
in the planning or execution stages, may suffer severe set-
backs, if not eventual defest." (6:15)

Basic Principles:

a. "To be successful, sntiecuerilia oparations must
be based on & broad, reaslistic plan that coordinates not only
the political, sdministrative and military phases of the oper-
ation but aleso the activities of adjacent areas and antigue~
:rills commands.

b. ™"Preventing the formation of a resistsnce move-
ment is much easier than desling with one after it is formed.
Putting down such & movement is much easiér during its esrly
gtages than wnen it has reached full development.

¢. "Except in the ilummediate vicinity of a front-
'line combat area, ruerills units cannot exist without the
.support of some segments of the civilian population. Anti-
;guerilla operations must therefore include sasppropriste meas-
ures against the supporters of the guerillas.

de "4 firm, and if necessary harsh, attitude is
necessary in dealing with puerillas and civilian supporters.
| e. "Adequate intelligence about the terréin, the
;population, and the guerillas is essentisl.

f. "Continuity of command and policy are necessary.

g. "An sres confronted with a serious guerills men-
‘ace is ae much & combat area ss are the front lines. Com-
manders and troops in such an area must maintain the same
'alert snd sgeressive sttitude as front-line troops. A4 “"rear-
area" psychology makes it easy for guerillas to employ one of
?their most potent weapons -- surprise.

h. "Purely defensive security mesasures sllow a

guerills movement to grow and become strong. They are Jjusti-

10



? fied only when the importsnce of the area does not justify,
| or the lack of adequate forces permit, offensive operations.
Bven limited offensive operstions are preferable to & pure-
ly passive attitude. Offensive action should be continuous
- and not interspersed with periods of inactivity.

i, "Points of greatest guerills vulnerability are:

(1) Support of the civilian population.
(2) Food Supply
(3) ZLeadership
(4) Communicetions snd organization
(6) Horale
(6) Arms and smmunition supply

J+ "Guerilla security is apt to be poor_during dark-
nesg and inclement weather. These perio&s are therefore ex-
cellent for attacks against guerillas.

k. "Secrecy of movement and surprise are essentisl
in attacking guerillas.

1. "The aim of antiguerilla tactics is to destroy
~or capture the guerillas and their leaders. Envelopments
and encireling movements are therefore the rulse.

m. "Conditions permitting, one of the most effect-
ive ways to fight guerillss is to wage guerilla warfare
- against them. EHlements of the population friendly to our

 forces are valuable for this type of operation.” (11:35)
COFDUCI OF ANTIGUERILLA WARFARE

Genersl: Atomic warfare i8 an infinitely complex

. offort. It requires a highly efficient command; well organ-

- ized lines of supply and cemmuﬁications; weapong and eguip-

- ment of maximum effectivenese and efficiency; and personnel

11



' trained in countless skills. Taeticsl doctrines must be de-

: veloped that take advantage, or overcome the difficulties of
these conditions and requirements. Guerilla warfare has al-

most none of the above charascteristics, The direct and de-
‘,._..4-———-——-—-.._____‘“ -

- cisive combat of conventionsl ground werfare is avoided by

? ngziilg_fprces. They make raides rether than sustained attacks
5 of & conventional type. They strike from the rear and on the

* flanks, rarely from the front. Regulasr forces hold defensive
gpositions when necessary. Guerillas seldom defend & position

- a8 such, except in brief holding actions to cover withdrawals.
: The objective of regular forces often is the seizure and holéd-
; ing of ground; guerillas rarely fight for ground but concen-

. trate on weskening or destroying the enemy’'s offensive capa-

Ebility. The following was extracted from the Soviet Hand-

 book of the Guerilla, 3rd Edition 1942, digested at the Com-

;mand and GanaraIIStaff School. "....Operating agsinst our

(Boviet) guerillas, the Germans recognize only one kind of
battle -- the offensive battle. Defensive battles are con-

. 8idered extremely undesirable., If their attack fails, they
prefer to quit fighting and withdraw." (7:105)

The best defense against guerills attack is for every
unit, every headquarters, every installation, every soldier
and every commander, no matter how far behind the line® to

- be constantly alert to the possibility of guerilla attack
éand always be prepared to meet the attack in an aggressive
:manner.

kission: "The primary mission of sll antiguerilla

- operations is to prevent the gpuerilla from seriocusly inter-
fering with our operstions against the enemy's regular

forces. This considerstion will cdetermine the amount and

:type of sction that we take against guerillas. Most of the

1z
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itime, this will mesn that we will deal with the guerillsa prob-
lem, not by solving it, but by lesrning to live with it
successfully." (13:69)

Phase I - Gathering of Intelligence on the Guerille

_Eg;ces: Offensive sction against guerillas is seldom
fsuccessful unlese8 we have accurate intelligence on the gue-
'rills and the terrain snd unless we are sble to achieve sur-
:prise‘ Unless we know where the guerillas sre, unless we

- know the terrain well and unless we can get within striking
distance of the suerills bands before being discovered, we

. cannot catch them, To sttempt antiguerills operations with-

- out adequste intelligence could and usually means wasted

. time, materisl and troop effort.

The coumsnder needs to know the strength and disposition
of the guerilla forces as he would any opposing force, in

- order to determine the number of troops needed to destroy
them. Because self-supporting guerilla groups are a rarity,

~intelligence concerning the supply and coumsnd channels be-

f between the cruerillas and the sponsoring power is s prime

~facbr in snti-guerills plasnning. Detailed intelligence

 shout guerilla occupied terrain, location and location of
civilisns who supply the guerilla with food are facts the

. commander requires in formulating his offensive action.

The soldier must develop and practice his intelligence-

: gathering powers to the maximuw in order to gain this vitally
needed information. He must be fully aware that the gue-
rillas concesal weapons and disguise themselves. He must be
versed in msny intelligent gathering techniques and he should

. be able to spesk the guerilla's language. The ability to

~ speak the langusage of the guerilla for the interrogation of

f prisoners ia of great importance. "Statements by prisoners

13
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represent one of the best sources of informstion. For this
reason it is wrong to shoot captured bandits on the spot."
{12:27)

"Communications provide the essential link between gue-

rills forees and their allisd forcese. Control, coordination,

‘and logistical support within unified guerills commgnds and

?with allied forces all depend on communications. Radio is=

‘normally the essentigl mean of communication in gusrillse

'organizations. Special consideration is given te monitoring

~and locating guerilla transmitter-receiver ststions. In-

‘telligence efforts should include the operation of special

;radio stations that enter the guerills radio net using gue-

‘rille call signs and procedures.” (6:81)

Phase II -~ Majintaining security: <Traditional local

;security measures are imperative in guerilla country; but

'they are far from enough. In danger from all sides, the

‘unit is en island in & hostile areas. Guerillas can hit it

- anywhere o6n the perimiter. The front is all arbund. Con-~

"stant and vigilant observation of native activity all around

the position is necesssry.

In guerilla country, the choice of location of supply

~and other installstions is largely determined on security

grounds. When the s8ite has bveen selected, its natursl de-

fensive advantases are incressed by every possible means.

- Around a supply installation, for example, there should be

éeleared fields of fire, wire, alsrm and herriers.

These defenses are useful only when manned by slert

" and adequately trained soldiers. In guerills country there

can be no distincetion msde between combst sand Service troops,

for s8ll are in the battle zone and must provide their own

:security.

The imﬁortance of mobllity to resr area security re-

14



guires meximum protection of supply routes and communication
facilities. Frincipel methods inciude frequent petrolling
glong rosds and railrosds, the maintensance of control points
and the grouping of small convoys into larger combinations
when moving through dangerous guerilla country.

A heavy reliance should not be placed on pure defensive
measures slone in protection arsinst guerilla warfare. It
is granted that the pure defensive approach to protection of
%a vitsl instsllation or ares will have a great deal of
isuceess at localized points; but, it is ares protection that
:a commander should strive for if he is to succeed in the pro-
tection of an installstion over an appreciable period of
time. This area protection can only be accomplished by
sgeressive, active, and extensive patrolling in conjunection
Ewith the antiguerilla forces plus sny other defenses the
:commander might adopt for protection. ™Allow the guarille
‘no rest. Use raiding perties carrying light equipment and
naving & lot of firepower." (14:9)

. Aggressive patrolling means that patrols sent out by
the unit commander will not hesitate to give battle %o
‘guerillas if contact is effected. By active and exXtensive
:patrolling, it ie visumlized that the patrols will not con-
form to set patterns, either as to time or routes, but will
'be far ranging in both space and time, and will adaspt t hem-
gelves to the prevalent guerillsa tactics.

The greatest tactical advantagze of patrolling lies in
.the fset tast patrolling will immesasurably strengthen and
complement any other defensive device the unit may have
effected against the gusrills menace. Patrolling will pro-
duce other tactical benefits of immediate value to the

commandier - these are its destructive effects upon the gue-

16



?illa forces.

| “Special control over civilians is & must in all warfare.
‘In antiguerilla warfare these measures become more complexed
and more important to security.” (10:12) Effective control

of the civilian population should a8 a minimum include 8topping
and searching suspected guerillas, establishing control points
and issuing passes and 6ther means of identificstion. Re-
strictions on civilian travel and transportation should also

be imposed.

Phage 1II - Susteined offensive operations simed at

: gestrgging the guerilia forces:

i Offensive sction takes the initistive away from the
guerilla, forecing them to be more concerned with survival
fhan with operations sgeinst our forces. '"Infaniry normally
is the principsal arm employed in active counter guerilla
6perations." (6:74)

The element of sSurprise has particular value agalnst
guerillas. Guerillas seek to avold a pitched battle and
tend to rely heavily on their intelligence net to keep them
out of situations that will force them to fight such a
battle. 4 sudden attack agsinst which they have not been
forewarned can foroe them into the kind of battle they are
least prepared to fight.

' Unorthodox and ingenious tactics, ruses and well con-
ceived deception plans often are practicel in guerilla
country and can contribute much to achievement of surprisé.
Mobility is indispensable because the guerillssoften possess
more complete knowlsedre of the terrain and are served by an
efficient intelligence net. The battle can be carried to
the guerilla only by superior mobility.

Encirclement, frontal attack snd pursuit are the offen-

16



‘sive patterns most commonly employed against guerilla forces.
Encirclement ig the best of these becsuse it is most likely
to sccomplish complete destruction of the guerilla force.
The other two are employed when encirclement cannot be
gchieved or when the remenants of an encircled force arse
being destroyed.

The encirclement asction is similer to nighly organized
game drive in hunting, its purpose being to flush the gue-
‘rillss out of their hiding places. The attacking forces
must have sufficient troop Strength to block &ll possible
avenues of escape. '"The encirclement of guerilla forces,
"whether they are large or smali, is the most effective way
to coﬁpletely destroy them. The sncirclement is made in
depth with adequate reserves and supporting arms to meet
possible guerilla attack in force." {6:82)
| Surprise is eesential in the encirclement msneuvser.
The attacking troops reach the line of encirclement simul-
taneously. The initisel phase is the most crucisl, because
the guerills invariebly will mske a prompt snd violent
effort to bresk out of the trap. It is possible to anti-
'cipate the point of the breask-out attempt and to deploy
the strongest elements of the attacking force in thaet ares.
- Nevertheless, the entire perimeter must be adequately
covered to assure successful encirclement. "The basic
principle of this combat method (Encirclement) is: to cut
off the bands (guerilles) from all avenues'of escape and
thereafter to methodically destroy every part of the bands.”
(12:27) Deliberste destruction of the guerilla force is
accompiished by striking inward from the line of encircle-
ment to isolste and destroy various major guerilla points
of resistance.

Unsuiteble terrsin, lack of time, or lack of sufficient

17



?troops may make it impracticsble to attempt an enclirelement.
- In this case & surprice frontal attack on the guerills po-
'8ition if followed by aggressive and continuing pursuit

may sachieve the szme effects as a successful encirclement.
Tha tactical aim of the frontal attack is not to take ground
or to disperse the enemy, but rather to destroy him. The
guerilla must be given no opportunity to disengage. The
pursuit must keep pace with all the efforts of the guerilla
force to withdraw., Kven when the guerillas are driven to
headlong retreat the chase must be kept up. "It is sdvan=-
tageous to force the bands (guerille) sgurprisingly into
ébg&ﬁlg, to destroy them by quick attack and ‘to chase the
ismall groups into which they have split and to destroy them
individually." (12:32) To accomplish this kind of pursuit
.the antiguerills units must be flexible and capsable of

matching the mobility of the fleeing guerilla forces,

18



CONCLUSION

The frontages and depths envisioned in atomic defense
make & unif-more vulnerable to attacks by guerills and in-
filtrating forces., Basic military principles are spplicable
. in entiguerilla wsrfare; however, the doctrine and tactics
‘must be modified to meet the peculiarities of guerilia
forces and their operation.

The antiguerille doctrina developed for the Infantry
Division Battle Group should have the capability of destroy-
.ing the guerilla base of operation, halt and destroy the re-
"supply of the guerills forces and re-orient the population
so a8 to gain their cooperation and support in the antiguer-
rills effort.

Specigl antiruerills units, orgsnized, equipped, and
trained to beat the gunerilla at his own game, make it possible
'to conduct an effective offense with relatively small forces.
These units like the forces they oppose should specialize in
surprise and clandistine action avoiding local populace and
remainine in concealed camps during the day. If at all
poasible, these unite should be assigned on a permanent basis
- to insure familisrity with local conditions and terrain,

Current United States Army coctrine on antiguerilla
warfare as enunciated in current Field Manuals is sound and

adaptable to the Infantry Division Battle Group.

19



 AUNEX 4-(ORGANIZATIONAL CHART)

HR D——"
1 COMDR i LDR
1 PLAT 5GT 1 LDR ASST
1 PLAT SGT ASST 3 DRIVERS
1 RADIC OPR 2 RMAN AUTO
" 1 RADIO OPR ASST 4 RIPLEMEN
1 MSGR .
-1 »&D 5¢c0 mmmmmemees o e e
1 MED NCO ASST 1 MG CAL .30
2 GRENADE LAUNCHER
o o e e e 2 AUTO RIFLE
2 SMG CAL .40 ) 1 SKG CAL .45
6 CARRINE CAL .30 8 RIFPLE CAL .30
1 RADIC SET A/H VYRC-10 1 RADIO SET A/N PRC-10
1 % TON TRUCK 1 % TON TRUCK
1 4 TON TRUCK 2 3 TON TRUCK

Typical Antiguerilla Unit For The Battle Group
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