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BIEL]CGRATHY

Dooument, lat Alr Ca'fairy Division ~ 1lst Afir Cavalry Division
Operations in Sony Lai Glang River Velley (TIS Library)

pfter sction Report - Magher White Wing Operation deted 19
Fobruary 66, Heedquarters, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry (perzomal
possession of author).

NOTE—wuThere is litile documemtation available comserning the
detalls of this particular portion of the Masher/Nhite
Wing Cperatiorn. Several decuments deseribe what gemerally
happened tut contain very few specifies. Since this mono-
graph is beased upor an hour by hour scecunting of certein
events which ocourred, the author, se the ccmmending offlicer
of the rifle ccupany involved, relied to & great extent
upon his own memory to put this momogrsph into writing.
All so-called facts,opinions, and conclusione which

L Ecy B

aATe® nof.n Pas upon the persorsl experiences of the author,



CPERATIONS OF COMPANY &, D BATTALIOR, 7TH CAVAIEY,
IST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION MEAR BONG SON, AN THI, VIETHAN
2529 ' JANARY 1966
(MASHER (CPERATION)

(Pmoul kporiom of: the Gmw cmuhr)
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1FIRCPICTION |
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This nonegrsph dncﬂhn, am&nu. ;mﬂ raﬂtetl upon the waried
actiors of Gmﬂr i, 24 Battslion, 7th Bmmh'y, Ist Afr Cavalry Division,
while nrtmting to executs a 1link up wij:h_ a second rifle ocmpany engeged,
dtvided, amd surrcunded by the Viet Corg, /This sction takes place from
25 Jamsry, 1966 through 29 Jnmary, 1966, ;vn the coastal plairs of the
Republic of South Vietzam., The sceme of tho sction is a large wvelley in
the northeast cormer of Binh Dirh Provimoe, just north of Bong Som Distriot
Rendquerters, (See Map A)

ZERRALN
The northern ares of Bong Son District is best described as a large

constel plain covered by waist deep rice paddies and dotted with smgll
sandy islands, This flatland is vest, and extends like s table top from
the bawe of the mounteins to the sandy besches of the South Chim Ses.

The scattered islanis of send and cocomit trees herbor the homes of
14terally thousands of pecple wvho work the rice paddies, attempt to plant
dry ereﬁs ‘1:: the sand, or just idly stand-by tending to their wmter tuffe~
loes, The aree is extremely besutiful. 4 person's eyes can wvonier from
the golder yellow of the rice psddies to the rich green of the cocomt
groves, The pure vhite serd is bLiinding es the brilliamce of the sun's rays
reflects tack at you. It's a pleture of peace and quiet,

FEITICATION
A cleser look, hovever, at this scems of besuty immediately revesls
the ugly Viet Corg trademark, entremshments. Every sandy islend, many
ooversd vith houses and cocomt palm trees, ir virtuslly s spider wed of
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trerch lines, bunkers, apd smsll roumd holes, It alwmost appeare that
every square foot of dry ground has been prepared for defersive combat.
(ddly encugh, though, the fortifications are pot criemed in ary one
direction, Instesd, all fightin;; positioms, trerches, eto., aye em-
placed for the conduet of an :li:-hraund defense of each mxd every single
1sland, |

) '!'ho conatal plain of Bong Son 1s just about as complets a Viet
.Gong strorghold as one canr imagine. The influemse of the goverment is
practicelly nill except for the govermment cutpost amd distriet head-
quarters at the U.8, Bpesial Forces Camp in Bong Son, Even Bong Sonm
village sesms to give up 1ts spirit. at the first signs of darkness.
Bong Son pressnts the sppearamse of expesting to be cowpletely annthilated
hj the hands of the Viet Cong at amy given movement. The pecple seem to
have capituleted even before the fight has begurm,

The wvalley, iteelf, is s well orgenized home for the Viet Corg,
Intelligerse reports had coneluded that the 18th North Vietmmese Aruy
Fegiment, the 24 Viet Cong Main Force Regiment, nnd pouib11 the E2I0
»nd E28 Battalions were locsted in the walley, slong with the local
guerrillas who habitually populmte the mres, (1:2,3) The Viet Corg
were 30 downright adament abocut this ares being 1iberated territory that
they erected s Viet Cong barrier acrose Highway I just e few hundred
moters north of the district hesdquerters at Borng Son. This berrier
was proudly mazmed by a Viet Cong gusrd element who openly dared saryons
to intervers, According to the American Advisors at Bong Song no ome
dared go near that berrier until the trocps of the Ist Air Cavelry Divi-
sion drove the Viet Cong from this pesition,

THE PLAN
Colomel Harold G. Moors's 3d Brigade received the mission to
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conduet the operation, The brigade, commonly referred to as the
"l4ght brigede® in the 1st Air Cawelry Division, possessed its own
two mansuver tettaliors, the st and 24 Battelions of the 7th Cavalry.
The Alat Battalion, 12th Cavalry ums sttached, the lst Battalion, 2101’.‘
Artillery wes placed in direct support, ard elsmentz of the 1lst
Battalion, 9th Cawalry Squadron and certein other rocutire suppert
slemerts vere also made avaeilable to the 34 Brigede. (2:2)

T)Lgp_og__ty}lgf cammenced vith » deception phase on Dwd, 24 Jarusry
_‘}ﬁ The purposs of thie phnn was to convince the Viet 651@ that the
1st kir Cevalry Division was golrg to ccamence operstions in the luge
Suoi C» Valley ares to ths routh of Borg Son, Alse, on D-4, the lst
Esttalion, 12th Cavalry vas airl_iftoé to Phu Cat to seeure an ares
vhich could be used ae an aireraft lasger sits and a forusrd support
bese, and also to moct s the 1st Alr Cavalry Division reserve, The
1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry departed by truck comwoy on D=4 from the
lat Air Cavalry Division base camp at An Ehe for Phu Cat. The ecomvey
travelled east on Highwey 19 to Highway 1, procesded north on Highﬁ& 1
to Phu Cat, and then renmesvoused with the let Battelion, 12th Cavalry.
The 1st Battallion; 9th Cavalry Squacdron and the 2d Battalion, 20th
.&tfﬂgl Rocket Artillery Battery provided overhesd ooverage for the
convoy with their rocket and gun mounted helicopters. The move was
made without incident.(See Map B) (2:3)

On 25 Jamnry 1966 the lst Battelicn, 7th Cawvelry air nasqulted
into Lending Zome TANIO to conduot m short deception cperation., Siml-
tamscuely, the lst Battalior, 9th Cavalry Squedren eonducted search
operations in the Suct Ca valley to the west, landing their organic
infantry plgtoon.fml- thirty or so mimtes at 2 time befors moving elase-
vhere, The lst Byttalion, 7th Cavalry did make sporetis conmtact with

several smsll groups of two to five Viet Corg. (Gee Map B)




A FPIATOON I3 LGBT

Beck ot £n Khe the men of Ccupay 4, 24 Battelion, 7th Cavalry
noved thrcngh the corfusion, which hnbi.‘tnully pﬂcodon " lajer a:lr
nove, like wdunioml- The men had nlresdy oxmtcd -mral ot
" thess moves and considored the requirement as routing. wagr,
seversl field grade officers from the divisicn headquerters bad
qrrhod ard vore attempting to get involved in the londing of troops
sboard aireraft. These "extra" superviscry personmsl wers comstantly
running up and down the wir strip shouting to each cther to make sure
the troops were prepared to bosrd, ote. At ome point these seversl
individuals becsme quits humorcus as they argued over who econtrolled
what, The mew of Campary A chuskled to themselves and did vhat they
knew they had to do, regardiess of the somstantly conflieting imstructions.
Ome good thing about this spectacle of frustration is that it relaxed
the minds of the men. |

Compary & was loaded sbosrd three\C-123 type ugguga. airoraft
for the twenty limu flight to Bong 8on. The weather was oOvercast,
and ta;o surrcurding jungle covered hilh hed already disappeared in
the hase., However, this was the mopsoon seeson snd the troops had besn
nmd- by air in veather worse than what was being experienced that day
at An Khe, ‘

The eampnry oommander departed the An Khe air strip in the
ssgond C~123 air oraft with the 24 platoon. The 1st platoon had
departed s fow moments eprlier. 1 part of the 34 phtoqn and the
weapons plstoon werse ‘.to follow in the third sireraft, and om aqued of
the 34 platoon and two squads of the wesapoms platoon were to be trans—
ported 1n » fourth sirereft,

The omparny commander's flight progressed as plarmed., How~
ever, appruiﬁahly five mimtes from the Bong Son ailvstrip s member
of the orew in the Tear of the aircraft suddenly rushed forward to the

pilot's compartment, Ee, with » second member of the crew, put his
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ear 10 a head set and appeared to be listening to somsthing of an
exciting and umusnal mtnf't. This occeurremce lasted about & full
mimte, The compary camwander was o find oot very shortly that om
d’ his platoem hud ju-t been involved in an airplame eruh._

As the airuraﬂ'- dueudad over eastern Borg Sonr, the snnoume~
mext was made to stop smoking and fasten seat boltl, and syeryoms |
nb_o-rﬂ propared themselves for the sxpeoted rough landing. The troql_
hnd learred to éﬁecpt this as routing wvhen landing om « shoart dirt
TUIMAY . Snﬁ-ﬂy, s s2all sxplosion came from the rear of the alr-
 oraft, and the ireide of the resr ramp arem of the airoraft became
£411ed with dust. A large caliber reund had hit ihe sireraft fram -
below and gone out through the tnp leaving a gaping hole the size
of g f£ist in both the bottom and top of the aireraft. Even though the
Tound ceme up betwesn the knees of one scldier no cme was hurt, nor
s ary Tunctiomml] part of the sirereft seriously dsmaged,

Upon landing, the campany ccamander was manmz notified
that the third ireraft had erashed scmevhere in An Khe Pass. This
was gonqnd, wvithin nimﬁl, by the report that the crashed airoraft
was an infernc of fire. It wvas also confimd, later the next day,
that there vere no survivars, Company A had lost 40 men, the bulk of
the 3d platoon and half of the weapors Platoon. The entire fire
dinetion certer ard ore 81 = morter squad were loat, This event just
about broke the back of the scmpany, morale wise. (The sirplare
oresh ccourred at spproximstely 0930 hours om 25 Jamiary 1966 elorg
Highway 19 on the sast side of An Khe Pass)

The cmpaly coamender immediately stteched the remsining eleven
psopls of the weapoms platoon to the 24 platoon as anm additiocnel rifle
squad, _ The remaining six people of the 34 plgtoon were attsched to the

lst platoon, Company A was now organiged as a foree cormsisting of
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two rifle platoors of spproximstely 40 men each.

E RATIOKRL

" The 24 Battalion, 7th Cavelry's mission upon arriving at Bong

Son was to move porth clearing the many villages for about two kile-

meters. Also, the mission treluded speoifie task to seime snd occupy

#n plece of high, eolid, end open ground which wes code-mmed DOG, _

Position DOG was the proposed locstion for the 3d Prigade commsnd post,

the supporting artillery, snd the logistical support slememts, (See Map C)
At 1345 hours on 25 Jaruery 1966 the 24 Battalion, 7th Cavelry

coamensed moving north with three companies on ?L_W
loft, Compary B in the center, and Company C on the right, Thers wai .'

no eremy contect, just frightened 9nd bewildersd stares from the viliagers.
The battelion stopped mnd sssumed n perivetsr defemme posture at 1645
hours in an mres of high grmnd ard dry crop plots, The night wss lpont
vithout incidont. (Bu an ¢)

&J-W to be the day mw;
toha securad. An sir ssssult wae corducted at first light with
oary £ made g routine
mmmmmw.
Meanwhils, to the south of Borg Son, the deception moves by the
1st Battalion, 7th Cevslry and the lst Battelion, Oth Cavelry Squadron
contimed without mejor sontact. |

The 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry made its first conmtact with the
Viet Cong when Campery B, patrolling to the northeast of DCG, was sn-
‘gnznd by scattered sniper fire. s a result of this setion, the 24
Battalion, 7th .ﬂ'h'inlry nims Gcnianmr A 1 pushed on te the north to ein_r
the snipers ti’ guaTantes the security of D3 from the morth,

That night, the battelion mims Compary A coiled up into a peri-

moter in an arem oalled L7 2 ,ry Cogpany A Temained at DCG.
On27 Jamary 1966, D-1, Campary X upon being relieved by advarce
security elemerts frow thr brigede jnoved to 1Z 2 to Join the m;»indor

M
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ou&%liom The rest of the ay wez spent in pairolling to the
rorthyest with Compary A, tc; the wect with Company B, and to the south-
west with Compary C. There was sporatic cortect with sniperz, and several
ﬂml sitings wers made of mmall groups of Viet Cong. They appesred

to be mostly irterested in gettirg cut of the ares.

The 36 Brignde Commend Post became £ 8 ed ot DOG

ard ovtry*hing b mnde rndy for o D"Yz 28 Jemary 1966

D DaY

¢ plan for 28 Jamary umz quite simple, The 24 Battalion, 7th

Cavslry was t0 peize and secure an artillery position on the high gronnd

to the volt cslled STEEL and gonduct search and ﬂostroy operstions in

the southorn half of the Bong Son valley. The Ist Battelion, 7th

Cavalry w:;— to conduct sesrch and destroy opsrations in the northern
half of the Bong Son valley.
At this point, we will discuss only tho=e troop elements which

participated in the engagement at Landing Zome 4, st An Thi,

AJR ASSAULT

The bettalion commen’sr planned to sir assault Company B into
Area STEEL to secure it for the srtillery, to air sssault Camparmy C
into 1% 4, amd then MCP vest-gouthwest to rid their portion of the
valley of Viet Cong, and Compary A was to depart on foot fram 1Z 2 and
sweep north to IZ 4. There, the compmay would be recovered by heli-
copter mnd flown to the southwest cormer of the valley to 1ink up with
Copry C for the night.

£t first 1gh§. Comp-ny B sir nasaulted into position STEEL

' 7 A et Cong resisternce, Immedigtely, Company C

R




ccugxfmod an air auault 1nto I.z A 1@%&.

Becyuse the ares Wa3 O hnvoly populatod no nrtillary p;-opgrntion was

[,

fired, As the 14ft ships a»gproached tho lund.’mg sons they raceived

T g 5 b o

zome ground firn but did not come under any fire upon landing:” How-

ever, the grounﬂ firs ﬁnﬂh&ilgmmmw d cause the-
 iGhT Corma¥ion Fo beceme scabtered aud the fracps e innded o small
ETOUDS OVer an mres aboit 1D ﬁefari“‘lurg—fﬂn mth—ta—sm
dispersed landing was mﬁi@'},‘wm hours,

The compary commendsr, realizing thet » Viet Cong force, ob

undetermined size was nearbty,knsw that he had to regroup his forces

a2 quickly az posaibla, Unforturmtely, at apnrax!n;utely 0850 hours gompany
¢ nceiv@spo‘qutic small srms and morter fire, which grew steandily in
intensity ar? mceurscy. The seriousness of the situstion bocqn;o sDpaTent
within mimtes, Company C was forced to cotl up.-into three separate
-end nop-mitually aupperting perimeters. The Viet Cong forces had

moved quickly through the maze of trenches and had sffectively surrcunded
each of the three groups. It also beceme quite cbviocus thet Compery C
.Fqi not only divided and surrounded, but that they were outmmbered ss well,

The wenther had turned extremely bad with low fog, = drizzle, ard e f

chilling cold. Such weather prohibited the use of closa air supnort, and
artillery could only be used aparingly beeause of the confusion on the
battle f1eld. It wes difficult to mccuretely loesate the fﬂondly troops,
The situstion was pretty despersts,
S "“-r--!ir 1ifted reirforcements cr;:uld not be brought in due to the way
frierd and foe yareloceted, The ‘are; vas n large palm grove ieland

surrourdsd by opan rice paddy. Compery O wes scattcred down the canter

of the Island a}hila the communlst troops held the perimeter of the islend,

Any firing _intoa\i;hc perimeter of the isl-nd by U.S, troops on the outside

would only cause fire to go intc the positiors of Comp-ny C,

10




A A TO GO
Company A departed LZ 2 st approximstely 0815 hours to conduct

its sweep to the nor‘t_h: The compary moved forward in a column forma-
tion with the 2¢ platoon in the lesd deployed over an approximate
fhzntqgc of fifty meters. The company command group followed. The

- ccamand group consisted of the company commander, two rdic operstors,
one medic, one artillery forsmrd' observer with a radio opsrator and

| - reconmmissarnce sergeant, the company 1st sergesnt with ome radio op-
erator, three Republic of Korea Army officers, two Americanr ard one
Fromh eivilian photographers, twc American and one Austrian reporters,
and one officisl Srmy Phctographer. Needless to 3ay, the command group
wes huge when you include sll the news medis personmel, Following this
rather large commend group was the lst platoon, also deployed over
approximatslf fifty to seventy-five meters of groumd,

The terrain that faced Company A as t.ho;r lovod north to stt.mpt

o et et v sy e et

A link vp with Compary € s a series af pnln grove 1slnnda 8 turs ted

ity i Ry MR s ) AL A 4

with  perimeter tronohu, npidor holes, -nﬂ tunnels, The comparny,

P T

expacting to meet Viet Cong resistance at any time, hemrd no shota, .

ipp=rently, the Viet Cong forces had consclidated in the vieinity of

LZ 4 ard were noi using their positions to the south, The mbandoned

Viet Cong fortifications vere extremely well built and prepmred.
Bz.1000 hours Compamy 4 had progressed to » low ridge overlooking

th!,hni&l&..!mgﬂ..ﬁm; ,gil.}.;@mmg_,_eﬂlc.ém!.e,em.&bg_.mgsmgghjc_zf:cir o

firs golng in all directions, Company C was throwing smoke gremmdes in an




sttempt to point cut ite locatiore to the tattalion cammander cireling
above in his helicoph:j. At firet this technique seemed to help thé
compery commabder of Company A; but then became confusing as the Viet
Cong begsn to throw smoke gremmies,

For some unexplainable reason no provision was msdl.‘:f_‘.or "
reconmmipsance of '\’._hil aTea on the 27th, Thus, the Ccapany 'l‘ € omme nder
did not thoroughly urderstand the type of terrsin facing hias n«dvqming

Ahe.
elements, - From the vantage point of,clear ridge the Mc

w to be 3 " 1nrgo pale grovo ol'{ a Jut of dry larﬂ which

T N——— e e o b 2ot e o e T —wm-_.,. _.

extended outf!:omTﬂgg___ll:“lEgO. _ Conpnmr L] still hed not umm

/J y i

cnmy forces, nc” had they been fired upon.

/At thts point, the Compary A Qammender changed his formatfpn

“szﬂ put hie tyo platoons abresst of ogﬁg_hﬂ_pj_.,l;gg,m_zglw_%lﬁg;ﬁ;gn_jhi
-~1oft and Int t, Since there had not bsen any

qmy con‘hct, especially wvhen the eremy wes only sbout five hundﬂd

4

M‘berl awey,the compary commander suspected an smbush aitustion, 'Hi‘t.hl

fho COEpary TOwW spresd across m wide front the extreme flanks of th- i

fmtion would stumble irto any plammed ambush positiors, ;’ '

f
l

ta the Ec-p-r'y moved foruard cbrerwation suddenly becaus #mroly

s

rutrictod by » series of bamboo hedgerows, eabh honeycombad Vith

dcrqmivo trench l1ine and rumerous spider holes, Mu_fw

"entu\od the palm tree sres the pround nlq:od down quite mfpidly, "

e .

SR L g a4t et i e = 4 i s e+ = E e

fnct .u!q:lch was mot ohvioun from the ridgg 11ne.__, Suddcnly, ths compn!v

'calnnnd&r discovered that a relstively mrrow rice peddy nparnhd

Gonpqny A from the oalm grove i1zland where t.h- fighting was taking Af, f

abrea Bt

Hit.hout waTning an gutmatie wcapon opened up on th- far Fidﬂ\

of the- Mﬂmm‘.;nmm the left flank of the 2d Plgtoon.
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The pletoon leader's radio operator was killod. outright with the radio
being rendered useless, Within » few seconds seversl other sutcmatie
mnbm and ﬁmerous ramiantomstic wespons commenced firing from the
far bark., The majority of the fire was comcentrated mgminst the 2d
Pl-toon ard the commmrd group. The Ist platoon leader reported fire
coming into his postion but he fult that it wes soclely the ruuit

of the fire being directed st the 23 platoon's left flark, nbout

this time the 24 platoon weported that two soldiers hed been w;ﬁugded,

one in the chest and the cther in the leg., Both were litter cases.

JHE_ASSAULT Lo
The company ¢ommender crawled forward to the -dgo of tho rice .

e L SN b ST 0 gy,

pud y_behind the eonccalmnt offer-d by " bnmboo clump to try and obtnin“\,\_

. bottnr estinate of the situstion which confronted Company A. “He was

st11) not too certnlin how close he wes 'Loented to eny of Comparny Cla
fovees, The nerial observer knew Compenmy A's location but could not ,:
pimpoint Company C's scuthern position due to the varied smy cke liing '
thsrbun by the Viet Cong forces, Therefore, the use of ni-tillory weg
out of the questior for the moment, Also, the ccmpany ccamender now
z;%alisod thet the Viet Cong tremches on the sandy 1sland were locking
o jwn into his positions,
- At this point, » single round from above hit the fromt lip of
thQI'BOIPnW commerder's steel helhet, spinping the helmet arcurd mnd
- - off ei' ﬁ:lo hesd. The round went on to nick the ecumender's radio opere
ator '.ln the right arm throwing the zoldier off balamce. From tho high
vclogity of the rourd and the closcneu of the report of the weapon the
ommﬂ-r quickly reslized that mot. only were the Viet Cong well |

cc/neqﬁlo& but they were in very close proximity to the men of quany

A The vm Cong definitely had the upper hend in this situstion,




A_quigk check with the 1st platoon revealed that they were

ety

Tecel w‘MM&in fire from meross the rice paddy. Wher questioned

it e e s

by the compery commender sbout the pouibilitiea ofras_aa ting his

e em e

platoon across the p-ddy to the Viet fong side and occcupying the tronche-

e i

on the 1sland the platoon lesder ansusred, almost casuslly, that he

boliov-d that his platoon could do it. The platoon leader was thon

issued instructiors to move hia plntoon across the paddy whilu tha 2d

Platoon put down = heavy hu_o of fire, Hithin nirtes n11 wnB arrangcd
And both platoons indicated that they were ready.
The comperny commarder gave the sign-l by r-dio. Tho 24 plqtoon

e U

put out dtvnutating fire into the observed tronchu ’ 1nto tho trees,

and _inj;o fl'.h__o bm_nkritoolf to suk ot tho cleverly comoalcd inw Suddcnly

a loud polico whintle -uuuhd nnd in » besutiful movement tht on't.iroﬂ

Ist platuon movod on n doad ™an ncron th;m ddy To mryono*r aur-

prise not « singla mav was hit as tho Ist platoon ntornod right up
into the t.r:achu. Tho Viet Cong eould be ‘seen loaping up -md fluing
‘Gown the trench 11m to the north. Unforturately, the Viet Cong were
sble to resch o very well comcenled portion of tromh vh:lch pomittcd

moat of the tvonty or so Viet Cong to -seapo.

PR .

Tho men of the 2d plntoon, uoimuucenuful ma rOUVET,
ﬁ_;mdinuly grew careleas and exposed themselves to s hall of auto-
mtic weapons firs from the left front mnd flank. Another soldier was
- wourded

Mearwhile, the Ist platoon, now unopposed, moved straight into
/tho paln grove for a distance of fifty meters. Everything was quiet,
/pt 'thia point, but the 24 platoon and the compsry cosmend group were
_-":,ﬁ'!;'itill drawirg fire from the left frort, The compsry commander called
the Atlt: platoon back to the 1nits] trench 1ine and directed them to ; :

4 #haup mrth slong the trench line i¢ clear the enemy and to put out ‘,";,'.;‘

: \
; 'Y lqrg_c‘.:.yoluno of covering fire as they moved., The company cm:ﬂw




hoped that A moving bese of fire would allow the 2d platoon and the

'aunparg command group to cross the rice paddy.
The 1st platoon quickly moved sgainst the Viet Corg, firirg
frem the sholder am they nanncqi through the trenches »»d palms,
The 24 platoon still received sporaticy swall arms fire rrom the far
loft, Duo to the seriously wounded they aid not try to cross the
pqddy Suing thet the 24 platoon was now returning the fire tho compaly
commerder 1ed his ccmmerd group cut imto the riee paddy and attempted
to éfoss. The company commandsr, the company radlo cpsrator and the
1st sergeant Qrﬂ his redio operator Matdyths only ones to success-
fully cross the paddy on the first try. The Viet Cong hed opened fire
from about one hunired msters causing the majority of the rroup to ssek
cover in the water behind the pnddy dikes, The compnﬁy comma nder and
the other thres who hed mgdc it simply ran as fast as they cculd without
ever stopping until they rogchoé tho.cmnr of one of the abandoned Viet .
Cong trerches.
The situation was now somewhat confused. The 1st platoon waa

now stopoed in a Viet Cong tremch with several casualties, the 'cmn(_!
group wes scattered ir the rice paddy, «nd the 24 vpln't.odn was still &n
itls origiml position with two badly wounded sddiors ard one dead soldier,

' The 1st platoon wwe urged to make every shot count and to
reduce or slimimte the effectiveness of the flanking fire covering
the length of the rice paddy. The rest of the compary h-d to  come
across tha that rico 'pqddy._ Under th- eutst.nding 1agdeuhip, drive,

g
»nd detmimtion of tho 2d platoon 1&adcr, tho sqund I’”‘iaars, and

L -

irdividuals, the entire 2d Platoor end cmmui group ran, cr-wled
and inched their way across that rice paddy and up into the abandoned

Viet Copg trenches,

e ameonm SO i A ARG g

The entire com:qrw, 1m1ud1ng the doad and wounded, were now
@nthe, 1s'lnm§ Qa'r’htus nmﬁ hﬁ-m:? AS A Ngkﬁng wnik '

R L e 2y U T

15




DRING A La3D ORE

Company # gti11 hed not 1irked up with sny of the elements of
Compsny C, ever though elements of Company C wers reporting that they
wers ncciving f‘ifo from Company &4. The Viet Corg hed beer forced
back to an excellent set of fortificmti ns, end had slsc moved into the
positions juet abandored by Comparny 4. The Viet Corg virtually sur-
rounded =11 of thct-":lmoricnn forces, Forturetely, Compary A now hmd :
pretty good bearing cn Company C's location and wee adble to bring
in some ng:“i’.illery fire »and eventuslly tac »ir support.

Roalizing thet ammunition supnlies were getting dargorous_ly_' low,
theat the mmbere of woinded and dee«d wsre Increasing stesdily, and thet
reinforcements would be arrivirg scon, the competny commander faced
the difficult probivm of locating and sefuring a landing zone for the
hclicaptc_crs. In the southern erd of this battle searred pelm grove
1plend wae m large emgi'y with rawerous mounds of sand, This ares
wsg chosen to be the landing zone,

N The lat platoon consolidsted its forces in the oresent positions
«n glgo extended east irto the cematry, There was only sporatice
sriper fire, The 2d pletoon was now regrouped and started » push out
into the mrg:'ry against incresming sutomstic weapons fire, Tha antire
pimtoon could not move in crne big sweep, but individuasl fire team lesders
and squad leaders were able to meke their elsments move in short mdvames,

One =oldier derted forwmrd with a mechins gun and secured a
firing position behind a christimn concrets tomb, This positior wms
extremely effective until « forty millimeter rocket exploded on the
tomb throwing debris in o;gry direction,

Inatructions were issued by the company coammander to cornserve

ampurition., All weapons would be placed on semi-nutometlic and esch
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shot would be sni‘por style against a definite targct.._ There wms no
vay of knowing how or when we would be resupplied. A}fo, to make
the Aay even mors diemsl and drad, it started to rain, herd and
stendy. |

By 1530 hours, Canpany A ocmpletely encircled a landing scme.
The lst platoon wes on the north and west, and the 2nd platcon was
on the eset and south, In a deop wide tremsh, runnming gemerslly
narth and south, was found tho- compary command post and the acollecting
peaition for »1l the woulded and desd. Also, urder the control of the
1st Bergeart wns an equipmernt salvage point. All the veapons, Ammu-
niticne, gremdes, radior n»rd other assocrted squipment, both fube-
atioms] and rorfunctioml, collected frem the battlefield «5d fram
casualtiea were clemmed, repaired whers possible, ard sent baek out
on the campany perimeter as reeded.

Orce the campary had sompletely dug itself inm , all it could
do was trade sniper shots and planx for an after dark lirk up with
Company C, Compesny A was now down to about 50 fighting men at this
peint,

The entire sres seemed to be quiet about 1700 hours srd a
decision was made to reinforce by heliccpter Campany A with Company
B. The troops o:;bmwy ) literally fired a "mad mimte" with ome
‘ magaeine from ench wespon as the é&t six helicopters came in to land,
The Viet Cong had been waiting and released a volume of fire which
was unbelievable, hitting three of the six ships and wounding two
of the crefd. It was immedistely decided not to bring in any more
troops that night, Mirsculously, twenty-eight troocps of Company B
Jumped into the friendly tremches with fres: supplies of smmunition

wvithout the loss of a single men,
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Compery B was positioned in the scuthwest corner of the peri-
meter. Company C was still holding its own in three separate perinitcrs,
and a8 long as they didn't move, the Viet Cong did not.fire. The
entire ares was 80 woll designed and conetructed, uaiﬁg the most
perfect techniques of camocuflage, thet it wes virtually impossible
to sralyze their defemses, '

After the heavy exchmige of fire vhen the twenty-eight rein-
forcements of Compary B arrived, things again quieted dowr. Hm;oﬂr,
1% soon became apparent that the perimeter would need additioml
| supplies should the Viet Cong laureh an =2ll-cut attsck that ndght,

There had been very little fire on the west side of ths perimeter,
end the surken rice peaddy effered scme cover for sn aprremch reute
in and » falriy good exit cut. The ares was pounied with artillery
fire and rockets from armed helicopters. At 1830 hours, three re-
supply heliccpters approsched from the north flying fast and only a
fev feet ebove the rice paddies., Company A's 1lsi Sergeant organized
e group of troop laborers to retrisve the orates of seunition as they
were kiekad cut by the crew. As the helicoptars closed into the
. drop off arem, they slowed down con-iderable. The Viet Corg opemed
up with a heavy volume of mutomatic fire from sesmirgly everyvhers,
A1l three heliccpters wers hit with the third ontbeing shot down,

The helicopter srewswere cutstanding in thet they mammged to
throw into the rice paddy ~11 the smmunition, food, medical supplies
ehd water., The crew of the downed helipopter mamaged to escape un-
harmed,




. THE LIMK UP
That right, 1% contimied to Tain, and the Viet Cong made 1ight

probes on the south side. Around midmight, the Company G commender
ro;portred that he had regrouped his company and wss prepared to move
on masse towsrds the Compsrny A perimeter. The preob’em which existed
nt this point ws'-'ldiﬁtifying' Compary C as theyapproached from the
north, Since no one possessed arny confidence in the sssigned chslienge
nnd passyord, the Gompi.mj comma rder issued instructionsthat sy

. sitings on the north side qr he perimeter would be greseted with »
Garry Owvent yeoll for rocoénition, the batisliorn motto,

At approximately 0200 hours thers were sever.l grerade probes
on the seuth side of the perimeter. The Vist Cong used typicsl
potatc mshor styled gremdes which did not ceuise mich of an explosion,
’ H‘owv«r, this particular bunch of gremsdes consisted mostly of duds.
. The h,avy rmin had apparently sosked the fuzes to the point that they
a R@l@ip't work, Since the soldiers quickly reslized that most of the
,l : gr;mdas vers. too astursted with water to wm‘k, the soldiere began
ax;é'§ntést to :ses who could snipe the best with their M-J6 rifies.

If the morning there were nine new bodles in this ares.

| Cmpuv C ocontimed to move very slowly towsrdes CompanyA's
pouition. Th; company cormander reported that there were many Viet
Gom 1n'itho n_ﬁ,-, talking very loudly »nd mcting confused, as if
o thcf dﬁin‘t know ‘hich vay to go. The instructions in Cempawy G
usrn to nove wiﬂu extreme cautior and to mvoid contact,
St appﬁoﬂnatﬂy 0430 hours the troope of the Tst plat.
ef Gompgm A dctocted movement outside the north-east corner of
perimetbr !t first 1t appeared to be two or three people movir
, 'tm’ma'dm the por‘lnct-r in short dazhes. ;I‘hin fact wes reported

c/onnaw eomndor who in turn contwcted tho Gompnrw C commander © p)
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radio to question his progress and locmtion. Company C reported
that they were almost to our perimeter »nd thet his po:ln‘t; had just
etoppsd reporting movament between his loestion and @cmpany A,

This siting immediately caused scme comcern for the sucessful
Jirk up of both forces. Then, one of the lst platoon soldiers ropbrtod
that three individusls were now walking ir an up right position towmrds
the Compary A perimeter. The next roport-, which was received about
three mimites later, was that three fully armed Viet Comg hed walked
up to the perimeter »nd surrendered. All thres were wounded, though
™ badly,

4t 0L5]1 hours Compary C entared the perimeter car®ing »ll their
wourded «nd desd, Becau=e Comparmy C's st-tus was one of extreme
fetigue and armxiety, «rd because the perimeter wes alresdy firmly
established, the commsrder of Company A placed Company C in perimeter

reserve in an eres of releatively good corceslment and cover,

JHE FINL DAY

When dawn arrived on the 29th the men of Company &, one platoon
of Company B, and Company C, were all dug in sholder to shoulder in
one golid perimeter. A ®"mad mimte® was fired am soon ms it was light
encugh to see the entire perimeter ares., Much of the friendly five
was directed at the trees and some into the trenches and bushes, Two
sripers were cbserved t1o fall from the same yree on the east side of
the perimeter.

As wes expscted, the Viet Cong were still there in largs mumbers,
Throughout the early hours of daylight the shooting contimued, How=
sver, with a stroke of luck, the westher began to clear st about 1030
hours, axd by 1100 hours there were fighter aircraft ecireling the perimeter,
Utilizing air and artillery the Viet Cong positions were pounded with-
out mercy.

The fimal bbdy count wae in excess of one hundred uniformed
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North Vietmnamese of the 7th Bnt‘balion,- 18th Borth Vietnemess rrmy
Regiment. Companmy A's casuslties wsre nine killed ip action ard
twerty wounded. The platoon from Compsry B did not suffer any
casualties, and Company C's casuslties were considersd to be as 1ight
»s Company A's, MNmerous prisorers, sssorted weapons to include two
heavy machine guns on wheels lerge quantities of ammunitions, packs

and other mssorted equipment were captured,

SmeuRy
‘ It should ‘also be pointed cut the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry
© also fought » major battle to the north of 174, attempting to block
and destroy all eremy forces sttempting tc ecape from 124,

Looking back on this action Compary A did mceomplish i{ts mission.
Company € was a divided and heavily engeged unit, After Company A,
with only two platooms, had fought its wey into L2 4 Company C wes
able to regroup ard move the last several hundr:d meters to complete
the 1irk up.

Perhaps the most difficult portion of the sntire fight was
the effort to get the 2d platoon moross the rice paddy. Thers were
many young scldiers and lesders who showed that they cold produce

under fire,

S0
Scpe of the lessons emphasized by this cperation are:

\1. Defirite corsideration must be given to subject populsted arece

to an nir and artillery prepsratior prior to sn sir ecsault, especially
. if ths'nrea iz know to be Viet Cong domireted.

\2. When a unit ia bndogi over » wide ares in dispersed fashion
the use of supporting fi_rés becowes extremely difficult,
3. Fust and contimous movement over cpen ground proved, in seversl

cmsssz, to be the best method of movement when caught in the cpen by

autometic weapons fire,
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b _Vliihonwer poasible, unit commarders should be mfforded the opportu-
mity to see the terrain from the air prior to moving over th-t terrsin
on the ground, . ’ / '4
5, Units, when anOd with resupply problems, can discipline them~
selves to conserve ammunition,

6. & unit, depleted of strength, can still fight effsctiviiy. !
7. Hhcn e unit is forced to coll up in m defensive perimeter

apd fight, the compsny coumsnder must provide for » salvege collesction
point to recover squipment snd other usoﬂ;ad supplies from the battle-
f181d for reissue on that seme bettlefield, |

8. The Viet Cong will not aluays break contact with American forces

vhen he gets the opporturity., Instend, he will stand and fight if

he believes that he has the upper hand.
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