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A i) INTRODUCTION,

In fugust, 1915 a Fritish force on the Gallinoli
Peninsula, based at inzec Heach had been generally une
guccessful in extending its foot hold bv frontsl atteaks,

It was decided to selze the comumandiag ridge of Seri Heir
by a ‘iovement the =ight of August Hth=7th, [lep Yo,l)

The forces which will he discussed ere; were the
Left Covering Foroce which wes to occury the amur of Usmekjelilk,
and the Left Asseult Colwan which had the mission of being
in position in readiness to asseult Hill Q snd Hill 571

before daybreak August, 7th,

uestion: Do the Field Service llegulmtions sutlorize
an anproeaclh to the point of atteck under cover of derkness?
Answer: ‘Yea. Par, 558 F,s.R, stetes: "Night onerstions
mey be resorted to for-----executing 2n anorosch merch mnd

devloyment nreparstory to lsunching an ptteck st devbreek,"
II, OUPEHATION OF LEPT COVERING FOHCE,

Of the Left Covering Torce it is sufficient to sey
thert its two hattalions were conpletely successful in their
mission of ocounying the Damekjelik opur and thus protecting

the left flank of the Left Asseult Column, (Map No,2)
III, THE ACTION OF THE LEI'T ASSAULT COLUMN,

We will now discuss the action of the Left Asseult
Column, This foroe under the command of iiej-Gen, Cox,
consisted of the 4th, Australian Brigade, the 29th Indian
Prigesde, and a2 battery of Indien Mountain Artillery,

The terrain over which these troops were to onerate
is diffioult to say the least, (Mep No,2 and ''sp No,3) It
is a country of steep hills divided by precipitous, narrow
valleys, Also, the ground is covered by a thick, thorny
growth of scrub,
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The route of avpprosch (Overley, Map No,.2 and iap Ng,3)
of these troops was by way of the sescorst until thev reached
the mouth of the /ghyl Dere, then up this steep velley, About
half way ur this valley two Australisn battslions were to be
throwvn out to the lef't in order to nrovide =n ontpost. The
main column was to merch to the heed of the velley, There,
two Indian battelions were to continue to the eastwerd to the
agoault of Hill n, The remerinder of the force wes to turn to
the northeast, cross the ridge into the Asmes Dere, then climb
the spur of Abdel Rahman and reform for the ettsck on 17ill 971,
A1l forees were to be in mosition for the final easault by
1:30 AN,

The route of march wes within the Turkish lines snd maps
of the area were known to be very unreliable, However, every
nossible means of learning the terrein was taken, I!#jor Overton
a New Zealand officer, had made a series of daring scouts with-
in the Turkish lines, Furthermore, meny officers hsd been
tesken on destroyers close in to the coast line and thus were
able to grin some idee of the country, Aerirl reconnaisance,
elthough in its infeney, vrs used rlso, This procedure follows
our Field Service Regulations Per, 320 which states: "Night
marches are carefully prepsred, The route is, whenever prac-
ticable, reconnoitered vrior to the commencement of the march,”

IMe jor Overton was to lesd the column in verson, also the '
service of m native of the district wes secured as a guide,

The column wes to cross the initial point, Reserve Gully,
at 9:30 P,l, Preparations were thor?ugh, a time table wes
prepared giving the times various points were to be reached,
There was a staff officer st the head of the column to regulate
its pace to the time table, In accordance to our F,S.R, Par,
322 that "=====-=gavalry and light artillery usually follow
the Infentry" and the teaching of the Infentry School that
whenever practiceble, animmls sre separasted from the foot
column, no animeals were to be taken except the artillery gun

mules which were at the rear, A
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Rifles were ordered to be kept unloaded snd =1l fiéhting
wes to be with the beyonet, In connection with this, our
r.5,R, Par, 564 stetes that Mee=-e- In the conduet of night
attAcks=~-~the enemy is rushed with the bavonet without fire=-
ing.™

Promptly at 9:30 P, ., the column moved out, the Australian
Brigade in the leed, Ior a short time the pace wag brisk but
As the head of the column reached Outpost Mo,? it had to helt
while a portion of the Left Covering Force crossed its vnath,
Thus it wes 11:00 P,i, before the ‘column wess able to uove
agein,

3oon the pace wnsg slowed sgein, The difficulty this
time wes due to the netive guide nersusding aj, Overton who
was leading the column, +that a shorter way into the Aghyl Dere
lay up the gully behind "'alden Point, This wev was undoubtedly
shorter but it proved to be narrow =nd overgrown, uch time
wes lost foreing through the thick serub,

As the head of the column struggled uv this trail, it
vas fired upon from the right, A platoon wess sent to cleer
out this resistance, another vlatoon was sent to the left and
the cblumn continued, When the head of the column reeched the
Aghyl Dere more enemy were encountered snd soon two compenies
were engaged in clearing up the "Turkish resistance, It wes
now 1:00 A,, The short cut had nroved disastrous, the column
was now over two hours behind schedule,

At this moment the commender of the 4th, Australisn
Brigade reached the front, General ‘lonash ordered the column
to move up the velley at once without waiting for the return
of the two detached comvanies,

The guides were undecided as to the exact point in the
Aghyl Dere that the column had resched owing to the change
in route, However it was decided that the noint had been
reached where the two leading battalions were to bhe detached
to the left, After e good deal of delay the 13th, and 14th,
Battalions moved out to the ridge line to the left and the
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rest of the column continued the n=reh,

soon the Australiens were flred on agein but the Turks
were rushed with the bayonet, Thus agein we see the nrover
use of weespons et night,

At three 0'clock the head of the column was opnosite
a drew leading to the northeest. The guides believed now
thet the point had been reached where the main bodyv wes to
lenve the Aghyl Dere, Accordingly the 15th, and 16th Bns,
gtruck out to the northeast over the left ridge in the
direction of the Abdel Rahman Spur, Although the ground
was very rough and the Turks contested the rdvence obstinately
the two battalions made ranild progress 28 it wes now getiing
light, Soon they came out on & high knoll from which the
surrounding countrvy could be observed, IDirectlv to the front
could be seen the Abdel Rehmen Ridge rising to Hill 971, To
the left on the same ridge that the 15th,and 16th, were stand-
ing, could be seen the 1%*th, end 1l4th, Bns, digging in,

Although the 15th, and 16th, had not reached their ob=-
jective, it was now 5:00 A,ll,, the men were utterly exhausted
and orders were issued to hold their present nositions,

Meanwhile the Indian Battelions which had been in the
rear of the Australian Brigade moved up, The 1l4th, Sikhs
and the 5th, Gurkhas moved to the right of the 15th, and 16th,
Australian Battalions, teking position on the high ground at
the head of the Aghyl Dere, The two battalions which were
to esseult Hill Q lost their direction and finelly ceame to
a helt much to the south and west of their objective,

Thus we see that instesd of being in position in ready=-
ness to assault Hill 971 and Hill O at 1:30 A.M,,(Overlay
lMap No,2) at deylight the forces were far to the west of
their objectives, (Map No,2)

IV, RECAPITULATION OF PRINCIPLES

The Field Service Regulations snd the literature pub=-
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lishes by the Infantry School ley dovm certsin definate
princinles in regard to night movements, Among them are the
necessity of surprise, control of units, seperation of animals
from the foot column, the unlomding of rifles, guides, and
above all, the necessity of promer reconnsissence snd study

of the route,

In the sction of the troons of Gen, Cox on the night
of Aug, 6th-7th, 1015, we see these princinles typified,

All prensrstions for the march were nade --ith the greastest
secrecy, the troons started their march well back of the
advanced nosts, ‘Thus the Turks were comnletely surprised
by the menusver,

The control of the column was good, steff officers
were nrovided to coordinate and regulete the rete of march,
There is no evidence thet any unit beceme lost from the
column,

"Te have seen how sll animels were relegeted to the rear
and thus were of no hindrance to the march,

Rifles were ordered to be unloaded, Some units simply
closed the bolt on an empty chamber, others left the magazines
empty, Therefore there was no exsmple of troons firing into
their owvn friends as is comuon in night operations. 'hen
enemy were encountered they were nulckly subdued or thrown
aside by the use of the bayonet,

Guides were provided who were femiliar with the ground,
Although the native guide might have been supposed to have
been familiar with the ground, a too great readiness to
accent his sdvice proved to be unfortunate in this case,

The short eut he suggested behind Walden Point mey have
been perfectly practible for the natives of the distriet,
moving in smaell perties and in the deylight, However it
was entirely unsuiteble for the night merch of a large
body of troops. From this we see that although native
civilian guides mey be useful, their advice cennot always
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be rigldly adhered to =ss they =2re unfemilirr wit) the
canabilities of military forces,

The route of sdvance was reconnoitered 2s much as the
linitetions of the situation per:itted, 'The fmct that the
greater part of the way ley in territory held by the eneumy
might seem to have precluded any actusl ground reconnsisence,
However we see that by the action of llaj, Uverton and his
scouting parties, it is sometiies vossible for = skillful
man to penetrate and reconnoiter within the enemv's lines
if the enemy holds the front lightlvy by outnosts, canty
as this reconnaisence wes it shows its wvnlue am 1t 1s im=
nossible to believe thot the column would have rvemched Lhe
point it did without the guidsnce of aj., Overton, It is
interesting to speculate unon the velue that modern aerial

vphotography would have had in planning the route of advsnce,

Duestion: What do you think was the chief reason for
the failure of the column?

Answer : The causge of failure waes undoubtedly the de-
lays which in most cases were avoidsble, The leck of o»roper
coordination between the force of Ceneral Cox and the Left
Covering Torce caused delay at the beginning of the march,
However the greatest deley was caused by the change in route
when the column forsook the longer but eamsier wev around
Welden Point for the shorter but difficult end unfemiliar

trail recomuended by the native guide,

The column came close to success, only these delays
came between it and the keys to the turkish position in
Gallipoll, Hill Q and Hill 971,
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