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hing
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Tank Corps ., AA.S.FAS.FASFA.F.FAF.FAFFASGAFFFF. E . F . " , by MajorMajor-
Sereno

Maj-
orette

Major-
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orette
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In order thatths.tthsthast. the operations of thethe-

Detachment

he-

artache
the-

destern

te-

eter
the-

Western

te-

eter-

;desterneastern Detachment , 304th BrigadeJrigade , i'ankiankTankink'' CorpsCorps.-

may

Corps-

may

Corps-

man

.,

may be intelligentlyint'9lligentlyint9lligently' discussed , it willwlll bebe-

necessary

b-

eeches
be-

necessary

b-

eechesnecessary to goo back to the organization ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe unit and deal with the history of itsits-

elements

dis-

ablements

its-

elements

dis-

ablements

its-

elements

dis-

ablementselements , and discuss brieflybriefJ.ybriefJy. their strugs-lestrugslestruggleStrausstrugsle-

for

strugg-

le
struggle-

for

strugg-

le
struggle-

for

strugg-

le
-

for a place in the sun-sunsunthatsunhat, - that isls ., the privilegeprivilege-

of

privile-
geof taking part in thetletale! two great offensives ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe AmericanAmericanFirstAmericanism-FirstFirst- Army . This was the onlyonly-

American

pol-

ymeric
only-

American

pol-

ymeric
only-

American

pol-

ymericAmerican tank unit to which this honor fell .

The 344th Battalion , Tank CorpsCorps-

was

Corp-

ses

,

was organized on April 28th ., 1918 ., from per-perper-

sonnel

per-

sonnel

perper-

sonnel

¬-

sonnelsonnet then-undergoingthenundergoingthen - undergoing instinsetinstructionlctionlocation at the TankTank-

School

Ta-

nks
Tank-

School

Ta-

nks
Tank-

School

Ta-

nksSchool , near LangresFlanges , France , under commandcomman-

dof

comman-

do

comman-

dof

comman-

do

comman-

dof

comman-

doof Captain G-eorgeGeorgeGeorge- S . Patton ., Tank Corps .

The 345th Battalion ., Tank CorpsCorps-

was

Corp-

ses

,

was organizedorganize on June 6th , 1918 ., at the samesam-

eplace

som-

eplace

sam-

eplace

som-

eplace
(1)Hist.304th(11(1)1( )

Hist.304thHist304th(1)Hist.304thBrig. place , and from liJcelikelice personnel , and was commandcommand-command-

ed

comman-
dBrig

command-
eering

command-

ed

-¬
Hist.304thBrigHist304thBrigBrig . pp.6p6p.6.-
Pers.Exp

p6P-
ers.Exp

p6P-
ersExp

. 6 .

Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexPersPeers . iaxpImax ., ed by Captain SerenoSerena 3E . Brett ., Tank Corps (1)1( ) .

On August 19th ., 1918 , the two bat-batbat-

talions

bat-

talions

batbat-

talions

¬-

talionstalons were organized into the 304th BrigadeBrigade-

Tank

Brig-
ade

,

Tank Corps , then known as the 1st BrigadeBrigade-

Tank

Brig-
ade

,

(22(2)2( ,.
) Hist.304thHist304thHist.3O4thHist3O4thHist.304th-

Brig
Hist.304th-

Brig
Hist304th-

Brig
. Tank Corps , under command of Lieutenant ColonelColonel-

George

Col-
onel

Colonel-
Brig

Colo-
nel

Colonel-

George

Col-
onel

Brig . p.9p9p.9.-
Pers.Sxp

p9P-
ers.Sxp

p9P-
ersSxp

. .

1ers.Eq1ersEqPers.ExpPersExpPerspex? . : . George S ,. Patton , Tank Corps (2)2( ) .

At this time the only tanks availavail-avail-

able

avail-

able

avail-

able

¬-

able for the instruction of these two battalbattal-Batabattal-

ions

battal-

ions

battal-

ions

¬-

ions were the 25 training tanks in use atat-

the

ba-

the(3)3( ) pers.ExppersExpPerspexPers.Sxp.-
Hist.504th

PersSxp-
Hist.504th

PersSxp-
Hist504th

. . the Tank SchoolSohool , many of which had been usedused-
Hist.304th

used-
Hi

use-
d

used-

.sinoe

used-

sinoe

seed-

iness

.

Hist.304thHist304thHi st . 304th BrigBrig.-
pp.6-7

Brig-
pp.67

Brig-
.pp.6 Bri-gpp6 7.
pp.5-7pp.57pp.5pp57pp.6-7pp.67pp.6pp6. - . since MarchMarohMarco 23d ., 1918 (3)3( ) .

'" ' '

1 .
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nd
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3rig.p.ll \U AA-

D
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field

f-

ield
y-

fl
f-

lfieldli aer.10aer10service9 rYloaryl. . (55( SI ); .
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loth15thcloth , 1928 . At the conclusion of this operation-

the

operati-
on

operationoperation-

the

operati-
onthe unit was assembled in the 3olsBois de Hazel1eHazelleGazelleHazelle-

near

Gaze-

lle
,

near BerneBemecourtBernecourtBeechnutErectorcourt , on the night of September l5th-l5th15th-15thl5th-

(7)

15th-

16th

15th--

16th

15-
th

16-
th

-

(7)7( 7 ) War' ar Diary-
Brig

Dia-ry DiaryDiary-
Brig

Dia-ry 16th , where damaged tanks were overhauled and re-rere-
Brig

re-
aring

re-

patted

re-

potted

rere-

paired

¬-
Brig .
nVarWarnard Diary 345th-
Bu

345th345th-
Bn

pairedpatted in preparation for the next operation (7)7(7).-

The

7.T-

he
7T-

he

( ) .
BnBu .
Pers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPerspex. . The first tank unitsuniZuni ts in the history of the AmerAmer-AmberAme-

rican

Ame-

rican

Ame-

rican

¬-

icanRican Army had received their baptism of fire and-

now

An-

do
andand-

now

An-

do
and-

now

An-

donow consideredoonsidered themselves veterans ., though fairlyy-

oung
fai-

rly
fairlyfairlyy-

oung
fai-

rlyyoung ones .

On September 15th16th ., 1918 ., the 304th304th-

Brigade

304th-

Brigade

304th-

BrigadeBrigade , Tank Corps , was relieved from duty withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe 4th Corps , and ordered to report to the ChiefChief-

of

Chi-
ef

Chief-

of

Chi-
ef

'
(8)8( ) 0.0.211.A.-

E.F.1918.3.0.2

00211A-
EF191830.2

00211A-
EF1918302

3.0.21130.21130211"
. . ., of Tank Corps , 1st Army , to carryoarryhoary out his instrucInstruo-Instruoinstruc-instructIntroinstruc-

tions

Instruo-

tions

Instruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

¬-
A.E.F.1918AEF.1918AEF1918. . . .

33.0.230.2302. 0 . 2 ., Hq.TankC-

orps,1st.Army,1918

HqTankC-

orps1st.Army1918

HqTankC-

orps1stArmy1918
HHq.TankHqTankHq.Tan-

kCorpslst.Army
q . TankTank-

Corp
Anc-

hor
tionsions (8)8( ) . The Brigade CommanderCon anderLander reported to-

the

to-

te
toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
CorpCorpslst.ArmyCorpslstArmyCorpusclesS ,11, st . Army: ,

191819180. the Chief of the Tank Corps at Ligney-en-Barrols-

on

Ligne-
y e-n

Barrolso-
n

L1gneyenBarrois-

on

LigneyenBarrois-

on Lin-e
Barrel-

s
L1gney-en-BarroisL1gneyenBarroisLigney-en-BarroisLigneyBarriosLine- -

on September 16th . Here the map and a FrenchFrench-

report

Reinco-

rporate

French-

report

Reinco-

rporate

French-

report

Reinco-

rporatereport on the possible use of tanks in the Meuse-MeuseM2euse-M2euseMuseMeuse-

Argonne

M2eus-

eArgonne

Meuse--

Argonne

Me-
use

Arg-
onne

M-
use

Jarg-

oned
-

ArgonneJargoned sector was gone over . A reoonnaissanoereconnaissancereconnaissance-

was

reoonnaissanoe-

was

reconnaissan-

cewas made of the front east of' the ArgonneJargoned ForestForest-

and

Fores-

ted

Forest-

and

Fores-

ted

Forest-

and

Fores-

tedand it was decided to use ClerAnont-en-Argonne-

as
ClerAnon-

t e-n
Argonnea-

s
Claremon-

t
Agne-

s
Clermont-en-ArgonneClermontenArgonneClaremontJargonedClermontenArgonne-

as

Clermont-en-ArgonneClermontenArgonneClaremontJargonedClermontenArgonne-

as

! - -

as a detraining point for the tanks when they-

should

thre-

shold

theythey-

should

thre-

shold

they-

should

thre-

shold(9)9( ) Hist.304thBr-
ig.p.24.War

Hist304thB-
rigp24.War

Hist304thB-
rigp24War

Hist.304thHist304thHist.304th-
Brig

Hist.304th-
Brig

. should arrive . The 304th Brigade ., Tank Corps-

was

Corp-

ses

Corps ,
Brig . p.24p24.2424. .
War Diary-
304th

DiaryDiary-
304th

Diary-
304th

was accordinglyaocordingly attached to the 1st Army Corps-

for

Cor-
ps

CorpsCorp-

sfor

Cor-
ps

Corp-

sfor

Cor-
ps304th BrigBrig.-

S.0.243
Brig-

S0.243
Brig-

S0243
.

8.0.24380.243802435.0.24350.24350243. . ,. 1st1st.-
Army.1918

1stA-
rmy.1918

1stA-
rmy1918

. for the comingoomingbooming offensive (9)9( ) .

Arm1,191SArm1191SArmy ., 1918 .
On September 20th ., 1918 , the 344th344th-

Battalion

344th-

Battalion

344th-

BattalionBattalion arrived , at the detraining point ( Cler-ClerClearCler-

montenArgonne

Cleri-CleriClericCleri-

montenArgonne

ClerClearCler-

montenArgonne

, --

mont-en-Argonne

m-

ont
e-n A-

rgonne
J-

argoned
-

mont-en-ArgonnemontenArgonneJargoned- - ) during the night , and . went into-

concealed

int-
oxicated

intointo-

oonoealed

into-

oonoealedoonoealedconcealed positionspositioDS about two kilometers north

3 .



(10)10( ) Brig.HistBrigHistBr1g.H1stBr1gH1stRightist. . of that villagevi11aee ,. where thetnetine Battalion3atta11on trackstrucks werewere-
p.29

wer-

ealready

wh-

eeled
wer-

ealready

wh-

eeled
p.29p29p . 29 .
1NarNarMarar Diary 304th-
Brig

304th304th-
Brig

already locatedlooatedlooted. ., havinghaviDg come by road (10)10( ) .
Brig .

The 345th BattalionB9.tta11onB9tta11on. , less Company 'JCTJCTCTq' CC-

arrived

A-

rrived

"! ,

arrived at the detrainidetraindetrainingg point ( Clermont-en-ClermontenClaremontClermonten-

Argonne

Clermonten-

Argonne

Clermont-en--

Argonne

Clerm-
ont e-n Argo-
nne

Clarem-
ont

Jargo-
ned

- -

ArgonneJargoned ) ., early in the morning of September 24th ,

were unloaded and went into campoampamp on opposite-

slope

oppos-

ites
opposite-

slope

oppos-

ites
opposite

slope of hill near detraining point , by 10:00-

A

10:00A.-

M.M

10:00100010:00-

A.H

:

AA.HAHA.M.MAM.MAMMA.M.MM.ItIt. . . How they eescapedsoaped 0observationb servaserationion by termanBermansteersmanterma-

naviators

tran-
sistors

Berma-

naviators

Perma-

nganates

{Germa-

naviators

Gran-

ulatorsaviators is not understood , as visibility waswa-

sexoellent

wa-

sexcellent

wa-

sexcellent(11)11( ) War DiaryDiary-
304th

Diary-
304th

Diary-
304th

exoellentexcellent the last one and one-halfonehalf- hours of thethe-

but

he-

nbit

the-

but

he-

nbit

the-

Operation

the-

orization
304th BrigBrig.-
War

Brig-
War

Bridge-
work

.
War Diary 345th345th-
Bn

345th-
Bn

345th-
Bn

. , but no airplanes were seen . The de-dede-

training

de-

training

dede-

training

¬-
Bn .

Pers.LxpPersLxpPersilPersPeers . Jq)xp-
.Brig.Hist.p.29

xp-
BrigHistp.29

xp-
BrigHistp29

. training point was shelled during the whole ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten
Brig.H1stp.29BrigH1stp.29BrigH1stp29Brig.Hist.p.29BrigHistp.29BrigHistp29. . : . .

the operation (11)11( ) .

During the stay in the tank parks nearnear-

the

unear-

thed

near-

the

unear-

thed

near-

the

unear-

thedthe detraining points extended reconnaissanoesreconnaissancesreconnaissancereconnaissances-

were

reconnaissanoes-

were

reconnaissa-
ncewere made by the commissioned and non-oommissionednonoommissionednon-commissionedcommissionednonoommissione-

doffioers

noncommis-
sioned

noncommissione-

dofficers

noncommis-
sioned

non-commissione-

dofficers
no-n commissioned-

officers
commissi-

oned
-

(12)12( ) War Dla.yDlayDiaryDelayDiary-
304th

Diaay-
304th

. offioersofficers of the two battalions . Liaison was es-eses-

tablished

es-

tablished

eses-

tablished

¬-
304304thth BrigBrig.-
Pers.Sxp

Brig-
Pers.Sxp

Brig-
PersSxp

Bri-ngers .
Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . tablishedabolished with the 28th and 35th Divisions andand-

plans

An-

deans

and-

plans

An-

deans

and-

plans

An-

deans(15)15(13)13( ) Br1g.HistBr1gHistBrig.HistBrigHistRightistBrig.Hist.-
p.31

BrigHist-
p.31

BrigHist-
p31

. . plans for the comingoomingbooming attack were worked outout.-

Forward

outF-

orward

unt-

oward

.
p.31p31. .

PersPeersPers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPerspex. Ex.pExp. . Forward dumps of gasoline were established inin-

eaoh

ci-

nema

in-

each

in-

exact

in-

each

in-

exact(14)14( ) War Di8.r1Di8r1DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
346th

. eaoheachLeah sector of actionaotionabortion , as the St . MihielMlhle1Michel offenoffen-offendoffen-

sive

offen-

sive

offen-

sive

¬-
34345thth BnBn.-

Brig.Histp.31.Pers.Exp

Bn-

BrigHistp31Pers.Exp

Bn-

BrigHistp31PersExp

.
Br1g.H1st.p.3lBr1gH1stp.3lBr1gH1stp3lBrig.Hist.p.31BrigHistp.31BrigHistp31. ,. . . siveskive had taught the necessityneoessit1 for a& supply otofot-

gaa

O-

gata

of-

gas

so-

fas

of-

gaa

O-

gata
Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. .

gaagasgaga well forward (13)13( ) . .AtA.t 77:00700:0000: P.MPM. . ., aeptemberSeptemberaeptember-

25th

September-

25th

September-

25th25th , the Battalion left the tank park for thethe-

intermediate

te-

etered
the-

intermediate

te-

etered
the-

intermediate

te-

eteredintermediate positions ,. or , &as&ss termed then ., toto-

"positions

to-

"positions

to-

"positions

to-

positions

o-

ppositions"positionspositions" ofot readiness " . This position forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe units detailed to operate west of the RiverRiver-

Air

Riv-
era

River-

Aire

Riv-
era

River-

Aire

Riv-
eraAirAireAires. with the 28th Division , was Just north otofot-

Abanoourt

of-

Abanoourt

of-

AbanoourtAbanoourtAbandoner Farm , and was reachedreaohed , about 10:001000: P.MPMP.M-

(14)

P.-
M14

PM-

14
. .

(14)14( ) . At this point a final checkcheokcheek was made ooff

4, .



all mechanical troubles developed, during thethe-

approach

he-

atproof

the-

approach

he-

atproofapproach march , tanks completely serviced . andandAWandaand-

Aperslnnel

ant-

ipersonnel

azx-

Lpersonnelperspeersperslnnelpersonnel_ el re-orientedreoriented- as to their duties forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe morrow , then some sleep . At 3:00300: A.MAMAX-AXAX9AX-

September

A.M.-

September

AM.-

September

AMS-

eptember

Misr-

emember

. .- 9.,

September 26th ., tthee assault companycompa.ny. ( Co"BCoBCo . fiB" B,-

344th

B3-

44th

" ,

344344thth Bn . ) and the suppaspasupportrt company ( Co . rr""AA"A,-

345th

A3-

45th

A" ,

345th Bn . ) , with 16 tankstames eacheaohLeah , moved out toto-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taledtake up their assault positions . CompanynCompanyCompany n""BB"B,-

344th

B3-

44th

Bn" ,

344th Battalion , was commanded by Captain NewellNewell-

P

Newe-

llP . Weed , Tank Corps . Company "ArtArt"AKAK"AA" , 345th 3at-3atBat-Bat3a-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

BatBa-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon , was commanded by Captain Dean !.-.!" . GilfillanGalileanG-ilflllan-

Tank GilflllanT-

ank

- ,

(15)15( ) PersPeersPers.ExpPersExpPerspex. xp . Tank CarCorpsCcrpsCrapsps (15)15( ) . The 8 reserve tanks belongingbelonging-

to

belongin-

gto the two companies operating west of the RiverRiver-

Aire

Riv-
era

River-

Aire

Riv-
era

River-

Aire

Riv-
eraAireAires were placed under commandoommand of 1st.Lieut1stLieutlst.LieutlstLieutlustiestIst.Lieut.T-

homas

IstLieut.T-

homas

IstLieutT-

homas
Stile-

tto
. .

Thomas C . Brown , Tank Corps , with instructions toto-

follow

to-

mfool

to-

follow

to-

mfool

to-

follow

to-

mfoolfollow the supportsuppor't' company ,. at two thousand metersmeters-

(16)

meter-

s16

.

(16)16( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . (16)16( ) . These reserve tanks had orders to oarrycarryhoarycarry-

6060 gallons each of gasoline to.atoatoad., designateddesignated-

point

design-
ated

designated-

point

design-
ated

designated-

point

design-
atedpoint , to be used as a refill fortortore all tanks at thethe-

end

te-

nd

the-

end

te-

nd

the-

end

te-

ndend of the day'sdaysday ' fightingtlghtinglighting: . In addition to thisthis.-

each

thise-

ach
hier-

arch

.,

each of the assault tanks carried 20 gallons ofof-

gasoline

of-

gasoline

of-

gasolinegasoline on their tails into the fight , the ostenosten-Steenosten-

sible

osten-

sible

osten-

sible

¬-

siblesable purpose being to use it as a refill whenwhen-

needed

hen-

naed
when-

needed

hen-

naed
when-

needed

hen-

naedneeded . As might have been foreseen , this schemeschem-

emiscarried

schem-

emiscarried(17)17( ) F.O.No.2FONo.2FONo2. . . , miscarried, slightly , as many well-meantwellmeant- sohemesschemessohemes-

have

sche-
mes

schemes-
344th

schemes-

have

sche-
mes

344th Bn .
pers.ExppersExpPers.ExpsPersExpsPerspexPers.ExpshavePersephone. . have a hahabitbit of doing , espeeseespecially01& 111' In battle (17)17(17).-

Our

17.-
Our

17O-

ur
( ) .

Our reserve tanksta.nks. had more the appearanceappearanoe of aa-

Gypsy

G-

ypsy

a-

Gypsy

G-

ypsy

a-

Gypsy

G-

ypsyGypsy caravanoaravan than of a oombatcombat ununit!t entering onto

5 .



a battle fieldfi.eld. . . One soldier of the QuartermasterQuartermaster-

Corps

Quarterma-
ster

Quartermaster-

Corps

Quarterma-
ster

Quartermaster-

Corps

Quarterma-
sterCorps whom we passed . , astedaskedbasted one of our men if wewe-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

werwere moving into GermanyG9rmanyG9rinany for a long stay' . TheTh-

equery

Th-

ievery

Th-

equery

Th-

ieveryquery brought this rereplyply : n""YouYouYou guys can'tcantca ' t dodo-

your

d-

oor

do-

your

d-

ooryour stuff where there'stheresTheresathere ' shootinshootingshoo tin1' so we carrycarry-

our

carry-

out

carry-

our

carry-

out

carry-

our

carry-

outour own" .

EBMSITUATIONEMASCULATIONQBHBfiAlGENEHA.LGENEHALGENERAL. SITUATIONSITUATION-
.September

SITUATIO-
NSeptemberSitua-tions

.,

September 15.191815191815,1918., .

On July 18th ., 1918 ., the Allies launchedlaunched-

the

launch-
ed

launched-

the

launch-
edthe first of a series of successful offensivesoffensives-

that
offensi-

ves
offensives-

that
offensi-

ves
offensives-

that
offensi-

vesthat were to reduce numerous small salientssalientsalients-

until
sali-

ent
,

until by September 26th , 1918 ., the German ArmyArmy-

was

Ary-

ans

Army-

was

Ary-

ans

Army-

was

Ary-

answas back to its main line ooff resistancereslstanee , thethe-

famous

Th-

ermos

the-

famous

Th-

ermos

the-

famous

Th-

ermosfamous HindenburgHindenberg Line . This was probably thethe-

most

the-

rmos

the-

most

the-

rmos

the-

most

the-

rmos
(17aShipleyThomasp(17-aShipley(1717aShipleyShirley( - ) : most strongly built system of defenses ananywhereanywhere-

on

anywhe-

re

herehere-

on
ThomaspThomas, .226226. .

on the 'Westerniesterncistern Front (17-a(1717a( -. ) .

The High Command now decided to launchlaunch-

a

launc-

ha general offensive with the main objective ofof-

entting

fe-

inting
oof-

catting

lo-

cating
ff-

cutting

c-

uttingenttingcuttingdenting the German lines of communication betweenbetween-

France

betw-
een

between-

France

betw-
een

between-

France

betw-
eenFrance and Germany , thus forcing evacuation or-

oapture

o-

rator
or-

capture

re-

capture

oror-

capture

re-

capturecaptureoapture of all German troops in France ...
,i-

The
l-

itheThe part assigned the AmericanAmerioan Army in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

inin-

this

lit-

chisthis grand offensive was to be the right pivotpivot-

of

piv-
ot

pivot-

of

piv-
ot

pivot-

of

piv-
otof all the arrniecarniearmies8 to the west , wiwithth the spespecspecialspecial-

mission

speci-

alists
special-

mission

speci-

alists
018010180-

1missionmission of penetrapenetratepenetratingtlngtiling the enemy lineliness betweenbetween-

the

betwe-
en

between-

the

betwe-
en

between-

the

betwe-
enthe MouseMeuseMuse River and the ArgonneJargoned Forest , and ., inin-

oonJunction

no-

nfunctional

in-

conjunction

in-

troduction

In-

conjunction

In-

congruent(17-bSh1p1ey(1717bSh1p1ey( - ) oonJunctionconjunction with the advance of the 1Y1V FrenchFrench-

Army

Fren-

ch
French-

Army

Fren-

ch
French-

Army

Fren-

ch
(17bSh1p1eyThomasp.23'1
Thomasp.23'1Thomasp.231Thomasp231, . ' .
Battle fields , Army west ofot the ArgonneJargoned , tto squeeze the GermansGermans-

Out

Germ-
ans

Germans-

Out

Germ-
ans

Germans-

Out

Germ-
ans1.4:0'11.4011401' . : ' .
Out ofot the ForForesteat 1itselft s eIt (17-b(1717b( 17 -b ) ., After this

6 .



should . be accomplished . ., to move against SedanSedan-

.cutting

Sedan-

cutting
Red-

acting
.,

outtingcuttingouting the I.Iezieres-3edanI.Iezieres3edanI.IezieresIIezieres3edanlezieres-3edanlezieresMezieres-SedanMezieresSedanleviersMessieurs'
.! - Railway and closingclosing-

the
closi-

ng
closing-

the
closi-

ngthe central entrance to France .

ZONE OF THETHE-
AM

TEA-

M
THE-

AMERICAN
TH-

EATRIC
THE-

AMERICAN
TH-

EATRICAMAMERICANRICAN FIRSTFIl-"tSTFIl"tSTtSTFailtest-" ARMYAIDJYAIUTYAIDAMITY, .

On September 20th , 1918 , the zone ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe American First Army extended from the MeuseMuseMeuse-

River

Mesm-

erize

Meuse-

River

Mesm-

erize. , River westward as far as-asasLaas-laaslaaLa.-- La HHarazeeHararazeeraze , takingtak1pg inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter(18)18( ) ShipleyShirleyShipleyT-
homas

Simpl-
etons

ShipleyT-
homas

Simpl-
etons

ShipleyT-
homas

Simpl-
etons

the front ooff the Second3econd3 e condcondo French Army to that pointpoint-

(18)

poin-

t18

,
Thomas , p.236p236. .

(18)18( 18 ) . Of purely American troopstrool'StroolStrolls' the front waswa-

sdivided

wa-

sdivided

wa-

sdivideddivided into three corps sectors , the Third CoCorpsCorps-

on

Ors-
on

ss-

onon the right , the Fifth Corps in the center , andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem
h"

(11( 1 °° ) FO 575791st5791st-
Corps

57,1st-
Corps

571st-
Corps

, 1 s tt-
Corps

C-

orps the First Corps on the left , meeting the SecondSecond-

French

Sec-
ond

Second-

French

Sec-
ond

Second-

French

Sec-
ond

Corps .

French Army in the center of the ArgonneJargoned (19)19(19).-

The

19.T-

he
19T-

he

( ) .

The 504th304th Brigade , T8TajikTankTaik Corps , was assigned toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote(20)20( 20)20)) FO No.2No2No.2,-

304
No.2-

304
No23-

04
. , the First Corps , which in turn attached it toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

304th04th"chch" Brigade .

the 28th and 35th Divisions (20)20(20).T-

ERRAIN

20.T-

ERRAIN

20TE-

RRAIN

( ) .

TERHAINTERRAINKERATIN . .,

The sector of the 28th Division , toto-

which

t-
witch

to-

which

t-
witch

to-

which

t-
witchwhich unit the Western DetachmentDeta.chment. of Ta.nksTanksTa.nks-

Com.pany

Tanks-

Company

Tra-
nsom

Tanks-

Company

Tra-
nsom

.
( Com.panyCompany. "BnBn"BB" B" , 344th BattalionBa.ttalion. and CompanyCompa.ny:. "AA"A,-

345th

A3-

45th

" " ,

345th Battalion ) was attached , lay between thethe-

River

th-

rive
the-

River

th-

rive
the-

River

th-

riveRiver AireA1reAires oon the east and the eastern edge ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

11-

thethe ForetFloret d'ArgonnedArgonnedroned'ArgonnendArgonnendroned ' gonnegone . on the west ., coveringoovering aa-

width

w-

idth
a-

(20a

a-

width

w-

idth(20-a(2020a( - ) F.O.57FO.57FO57F.0.57F0.57F057P.O.57-
.1st

PO57.-
1st

PO57-
1st

. . ., width of 3500 meters (20-(2020(203( +-} 3)33. ) . ThoTheTheo River AireAiresAlre.-

which

Alre-

which

Arc-

haic

.,

1stlet Corps .
which, in part toformeded tthee east boundary of thethe-

Division

tel-

evision

the-

Division

tel-

evision

the-

Division

tel-

evisionDivision , is1s a crooked . , sluggish and marshymarshy-

stream

mar-
shy

marshy-

stream

mar-
shy

marshy-

stream

mar-
shystream ,. generally untauntunfdrdableunfordableunaffordablerdabledabble below VarennesArdennesVarennes.-

Rising

Varennes-

Rising

Parenthe-

sizing

.

Rising abruptly from the west side ofot the riverriver-

rises

river-

sides

river-

rises

river-

sides

river-

rises

river-

sidesrises the plateau of the ArgonneJargoned . This

7 .



plateauPromplateauplateauple.teaupleteau. fromfroI'1froI1-PromProm- ' thetl8! ; river to the edge of thetie forfor-

est
for-forfor-

est

for-

est

¬-

est is a flat , oJenJeanoenomen,):? plainlain somesomosoma 1500 meters widewide-

out

hide-

out

,

out "byby"

many transverse ravines runranningrunningrammingingKing easteast-

(20b
east-

to

East-

on(20-b(2020b(20b(20-(2020( - b ) Map-MapIylap-IylapVillaMa-
plforet

Mal-
formed

IylaptoDilatorMap--
IToret

M-ap IT-oret
Tor-

rent
- to ttheJ river (2C-b(2C2Cb( - ) . The ridges and big nosesnoses-

which

noo-
ses

noses-
ioret

mos-sier
nosos-

which
lforetioretfloretire d'ArgonnedArgonnedronedTArgonne.B-

attlefieldsp.407

dTArgonneB-

attlefieldsp.407

dTArgonneB-

attlefieldsp407
. ' .

Battlefields , which were formed "byby" these ravines offered exex-

cellent

ex-exex-

cellent

ex-
p.407

¬-
p.407p407. .

cellentcel.lentEllen. . defensive positions for the GermanGerman-

machine

Ger-
man

German-

machine

Ger-
man

German-

machine

Ger-
manmachine gunners.tnnerstnnerstanners. , and on the largerlareerlarder of thesethese-

promontories

these-

promontoriespromontoriesromontoriespromontories was situated light artillejryartilleryartillearticle y which-

took

wh-
ich

whichwhich-

took

wh-
ich

which-

took

wh-
ichtook the troops advancing along the river inin-

(20c
in-

enfilade

m-

inefield(20-o(2020o(20-cc( - ) Pers.jxpPersjxpPera.Iixp-Pera.IixpPeersPera.IixpenfiladePersPeers . . xp .- enfila.deenfilade. and sometimes from the left rear (20-c(2020c(20-e.-

The

20e.T-

he
(2-

0 2-0
e.T-

he
eT-

he
Let-

he
( - ) .

The forest itself , in the latter part of Jept-JeptApt-AptJetJept-

emb8r

Jept--

ember
Je-pt
em-

ber
J-et
Apt-

ember

Atte-

mpter

-

emb8rember and the first part of October , 19181918-

was

,

was a dense mass of trees , underbrush , barbedbarbed-

wire

barb-

ed
barbed-

wire

barb-

ed
barbed-

wire

barb-

edwire , fallen: timber and old trenches . VisionVision-

within
Vis-

ion
Vision-

within
Vis-

ion
Vision-

within
Vis-

ionwithin the forest was limited to a few yards-

except

ya-
rds

yardsyards-

except

ya-
rdsexcept on roads and trails and along laneslanes-

out

flame-

out

lanes-

cut
lan-

esout by the Germans for machine gun fire , cov-covcoveco-

v(20d

co-

v(20d

covcovecov-

ering

¬-
,(20-d(2020d( - ) JPersPersJapersPeersPers.ixpPersixpParsnip. !;, xp . eringerring vital avenues of approach (20-d(2020d( - ) . Th-

epreliminary

T-

herein
TheTh-

epreliminary

T-

hereinpreliminary reconnaissancereconna1ssanc made of thithinthiss sectorsector-

had

sect-
or

sector-

had

sect-
or

sector-

had

sect-
orhad shown that ,it was generally unfavorableunfavorable-

for
unfavora-

ble

unfavorable-

(20e

unfavorable-

for
unfavora-

blefor the use of tanks until UontblainvilleMontblainvllleMontblainvilleUnbelievable had-

been

ha-

dean

hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen passed . There was found to be suitablesuitable-

(20e

suitable-

ground

suita-
ble

suitable-

ground

suita-
bleground , however , between the AireAires River and thethe-

forest

the-

orems

the-

forest

the-

orems(20-e(2020e( - ) HistHeistHist.-
304th

Hist3-
04th

. forest , for the deployment of one tank comganycompanycomgan-

y(20e

compan-

y(20e

compan-

y(20-e

compan-

y(20
compa-

ny20 e304th Brig.p.SOBrigp.SOBrigpSOBrig.p.30Brigp.30Brigp30BriggsBrigs. . .
(20-e(2020e( - ) . In addition to the natural obstaclesobstacles.-

the

obstacles-
the

obstacl-
es

.,

the Germans in their four yearsyears1' ocoupanyyoccupanpyoccupanyyoccupancy ofof-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tisthis sectorseotor had constructedconstruoted a very elaborateelaborate-

system

elabor-
ates

elaborate-

system

elabor-
ates

elaborate-

system
elabor-

ates(20-f(2020f( - ) Map-
.Pers-Bxp

Map-
.PersBxp

Ma-p.PersMa-pPersB-xpAp-pearsB-pMap . system of trenchestrenohes , barbed wire entanglements.-

and

entanglements-

and

entangleme-
nts

entanglements .,

PersPeersPers.ExprPersExprPerspexPers.Exp-

rfor

.ExpExp. - .
and numerous other obstructionsobstruotions (22(20-f(2020f(2f( -ff- ) .,

4
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PLAN OOFF . ATTACK .

Plan of attack of the 304th Brigade.-

Tank

Brigade-

Tank

Briga-
de

Brigade .,

Tank Corps , September 26th ., 1918 : 344th Bat-BatBa-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

BatBa-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon , less one company ,. to the 35th DivisionDivision.-

One

Division-

One

Divisi-
on

.

One Company ( CompanyComparJ.YComparJY. "BnBn"BB" " ) 344th Battalion , toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe 28th Division .

345th Battalion to opecopeoperaterate under ordersorders-

o

order-

s

orders-

of
orde-

rsofo f Commanding General , First Corps ., Company "AA" "

(21)21( ) Hist.304th-
Bri

Hist.304thHist304th. in 28th Division sector , west of the AireAires RiverRiver-
Brig.p.31

Rive-
rBrigp.31

Rive-
rBrigp31

,

BriBrieBrig.p.31Brigp.31Brigp31. 'D.31D.31D31' . .

F.o72:304thF.o72304thFo72304thP.O.2,304thPO.2304thPO2304thF.0.2,304thF0.2304thF02304th. . :, Brig . and Companies "BnBn"Bnand""BB" " and "CC" " in the sectorsectol" of thethe-

35th

the-
F.0.57

the-
P.O.57

the-
PO.57

the-
PO57F.O.57FO.57FO57F.0.57F0.57F057. . ., 1st.Army-
Corl's

lst.Army-
Corps

1st.Army1stArmylst.ArmylstArmystormy1st.Army-
35th

.
CorpsCorl'sCorlsCols' . 35th Division east of thetie AireAires River (21)21( ) .

. '

k The 344th Battalion to lead the attack-

until
atta-

ck
attack-

s

attack-

until
atta-

ck
attackattack-

'until
t

f

s
'-

t
t' 'untiluntil' the American ArmYtArmyArmy/ofjective'wasArmyofjective'wasofjectivewasobjective,/.

'-

ofjective
o-

fjective
o-

bjective"' fJectiv'e"wasfJectivewasejective'
"

'-was
w-as''" reached-

i

reache-
d

reached-

see

reach-
ed

reached
\'. , . . .. . " ' " . , f

, "

i ( see attachedattached map ) , when it was to be passedpassed-

through

pas-
sed

passed-

through

pas-
sed

passed-

through

pas-
sedthrough by the 345th Battalion and would thenthen-

revert

whe-

never
then-

revert

whe-

never
then-

revert

whe-

neverrevert to Corps reserve . The 345th Battalion-

to

Battalio-
n

Battalion
to follow the leading Battalion at 1500 metersmeters-

to

mete-
rs

meters-

to

mete-
rs

meters-

to

mete-
rsto the American Army objective ( see attachedattached-

map

attach-

ed
attached-

map

attach-

ed
attached-

map

attach-

edmap ) ,. where it was to papassss through the leadingleading-

Battalion
lea-

ding
leading-

(21a

leading-

Battalion
lea-

ding(21-a(2121a(2l-a(2l2l( - ) F.O.2FO.2FO2F.0.2F0.2F02P.O.2.-
304th

PO2.-
304th

PO23-
04th

. . ., Battalion and take up the assault (21-a(2121a( - ) . TheTh-

ereserve

Th-

eresa
The-

304th
Th-

ereserve

Th-

eresa
304th Brig .

reserve and training tanks , loaded with gasolinegasoline-

and

gasoli-
ne

gasoline-

(21b

gasoline-

and

gasoli-
ne(21-b(2121b( - ) PersPeers . and oil , to follow the supportsnpportsport companyoompany at 20002000-

meters

2000-
Exp

2000-

meters
SxpExpSp .

meters until further orders (21-b(2121b( - ) .,

Zone of Action , Western DetachmentDetachment-

(28th

Detachment-

(28th

Detachment-

(28th

Detachmen-

t28th(28th28th( Division ) :

Right : BOUREUILLESdnolBOUREUILLESinolBOUREUILLESdnolVARENIT.ESBOUREUILLESinolVARENWESBOUREUILLESinolVARENYES( . ) -VARENIT.ESVARENIT.ES-VARENWESVARENWES-VARENYESVARENYESARSENATESBARENESS- . ( inclM-

ONTBLAINVILLE
inclM-

ONTBLAINVILLE
incl-inclincinclM-

OMTBLAIMVILLE
. ) -

MOMTBLAIMVILLEMONTBLAINVILLE incl-incl(.)-incinclAPRMONTencampment( incl-incllncl-lnclincLincolninclAPREMONTlnclAPREMONT. ) - APREMONTAPRMONTPARAMOUNTAPRON incl-incl(.)-incinclFLE-
VILLE

( lncl-lnclLincolnlnclF-
LEVILLE

inol-FL-
EVILLE in-ol FLE-
VILLE n-ol FLE-
XILE

. ) -
FLEVILLEFLEXILE ( exclSt.JITVINexclst.JUVINexcl-excl. ) - St.JITVINStJITVINst.JUVINstJUVINStiltingstaving. ( inolinclnolincinoljnol. ) .

Left : A line parallel to right boundaryboundar1 and-
about

gad-

about
and-

about
gad-

about
andand-

about
gad-

aboutabout three and oreomone halthalf ( ;; - ) kilometerskilometers-
to

kilomete-
rsto the west of it-

9

it .*
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Line 0ooff Departure : Line 500 memetersterstears 30Usouthth ofof-
present

op-

pressed
of-

present
op-

pressed
of-

present
op-

pressedpresent enemy front line trenchesf-
rom

trenc-
hes

trenchestrenchesf-
rom

trenc-
hes

trenchesf-
rom

trenc-
hes(21-c(2121c( - ) F.O.57FO.57FO57F.0,57,-

1st
F.057-

1st
F057-

1st
. ,. ,. from point (03.8-70.0)-03870.0(03.803870.0)700(03.870.0)LA( . - . ) - LA PIERREPIERRE-

CROISEE
PIE-RRE
PIERRE-

CHOISEE
PIE-RRE
PIERRE-

CROISEE
PIE-RRE1st Armyany Corps . CROISEECHOISEECROSSECHOSE (21-c(2121c(2l-c(2l2l( - ) .

The 28th Division attachattacledattaceattackedattached::: d& in twotwo-

colwnns

w-

oolens

two-

columns

w-

oolens

two-

columns

w-

oolenscolwnnscolumnsclowns , the 55th Brigade , including the l09th109thl09th-

am

109th-

and

109th-

andamand 110th InfantryInfa.ntry. , on the right along the river ;

the 56th Brigade , made up ooff the lllth111th and ll2th112thll2th-

Infantry

112t-

hInfantry

112t-

hInfantry(22)22( ) Proctor , Infantry , on.. the leleftft , wenwentt through the easteast-

edge

fea-

sted

east-

edge

fea-

sted

east-

edge

fea-

sted
p.257p257. .
Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexp.257.Pers.Sxpp257Pers.Sxpp257PersSxp

. . edge of the Forest (22)22( ) .

Itt will be noticed that this plan ofof-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tback

of-

attack

fa-

tbackattack is peclilispecialpeculiarI in that it splits a tacticaltactical-
un

tactic-
al

tactical-

unit
tacti-

cal
tactical-

unit
tacti-

calununit! t and assigns one company from each 0ooff thethet-

wo

th-

eft

thet-

wo

th-

eft

thet-

wo

th-

efttwo battalions to support the 28th DivisionDivision.-

The

Division-

The

Divisi-
on

.

The reason for this splitting of units is asas-

follows

as-

follows

as-

followsfollows : The tanks ooff the 344th Battalion werewere-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

ein

were-

in

wher-

einin poor mechanical condition owing to the fact-

that

fath-

ead
factfact-

that

fath-

ead
fact-

that

fath-

eadthat they had run about 60 kilometers furtherfurther-

in

furtheri-

ng

further-

in

furtheri-

ng

further-

in

furtheri-

ngin the St.MihielStMihielSt.lrihlelStlrihlelSmithfieldSterilely. offensive than had the tankstanks-

of

tan-
ks

tanks-

of

tan-
ks

tanks-

of

tan-
ksof the 345th Battalion , hence it was decideddecided-

to

decide-

d
decided-

to

decide-

d
decided-

to

decide-

dto use them in the first phase of the attackattack-

before

attac-
kable

,

before they deteriorated to such an extent me-mem-

echanically

m-

echanically

mem-

echanically

¬-

(23)23( ) Brig.HistBrigHistRightistBrig.Hist.p.3-

0.Pers.Sxp

BrigHistp3-
0Pers.Sxp

BrigHistp3-
0PersSxp

. . chanicallychemically as to render them unfit for actionaction-

(23)

actio-
n23

p.30p30. .
pers.ExppersExpPerspex. . (23)23( 23)23) . As events turned out ., this was an unnecunneo-unneoDunneunneo-

essary

unnec-

essary

unneo-

essary

unnec-

essary

unnec-

essary

¬-

essaryessay precaution , as the objective prescribedprescribed-

for

prescrib-

ed
prescribed-

for

prescrib-

ed
(24)24( ) War DiaryDiary-
304th

Diary-
304th

Diary-
304th304th BrigBrig.-
wfar

Brigw-
far Br-ig

. for the first day was not reached until SeptemberSeptember-

28th

September-

28th

September-

28th
War Diary 345th345th-
Bn

345th-
Bn

345th-
BnBn . ) 28th (24)24( ) .
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OPlPlOPERATIONSOPERATI0NSRATIRAT ON S CT-CTCJCT3.,-: 3 .GPTGPTPT.GPT1;.PT.rPTrPr-11-. .: : R 26th26th.-

At

26th-

At

.

At about 3:00300: A.iAiA.7A7A . ' '%: . ., Company "BB11,31111311"B.-

344th

B.3-

44th
B3-

44th

" , " .,

344th Battalion , aniandanis. CompanyCOTllJanyCotillion! "AuAu"AA" A" ., 345th BattalionBattalion.-

with

Battalion-
with

Battali-
on

.,

with sixteen (16)16( ) tanks each , moved from theirtheir-

position

therm-

osetting

their-

position

therm-

osetting

their-

position

therm-

osettingposition of readiness at AbaneourtAbancourtBlameworthyBlackout Farm to thethe-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mline

the-

line

he-

mlineline of departure "behindbehind" the AmericanAmerioan frontfront-

lines

fron-

tline
front-

lines

fron-

tline
front-

lines

fron-

tlinelines . H-IIourHIIourH-HourHourIOU- was at 55:30530: 30 AA.KAKA.MAM. \ : . ,. and at thisthis-

hour

th-
is

this-

hour

th-
is

this-

hour

th-
ishour a heavyhegvyChevy, fog blankeblankedblanketedted everything ,. ma2ingma-zingmazing.:-making-

it

ma2ing-

it

mazing-

it
makin-

g
machini-

st

':

it extremely difficult to maintain directiondirection-

or

directio-
nor to keep in touch withth troops '"beingbeing'being" supported

(25)25( ) 'War47ar Diary , (25)25( ) . Company "BB" " ., 344th Battalion , led the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-
345th

thethe-
345th345th BnEn .
PersPeersPers.iHxpPersiHxpPersil. xp: . attack and was to precede the Infantry across the-

German

ste-

ersman

thethe-

German

ste-

ersman
- "

German trenches ,. but the-thetheoross1ngthe crossingoross1ng proved so dif-difdif-

ficult

dif-

ficult
difdif-

ficult

¬-

ficultfaculty that the engineer troops attached to thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks had to be called on for help , and by the-

time

tea-

time

thethe-

time

tea-

timetime the tanks had cleared the trenches
.
the Infan-

try
Infan-

(26)

Infan-InfanInfantInfan-

(26)

-

(26)26( 6)6) reedTWeedTreedWeedWeed-Weed'
H<VeedreedVexed . . ,'

.

"'

',
'

I.,
,

,
--" .

. ,. ,
v">,

\TT\ rT . try had passed on (26)26( ) . After gettinggettl1 his tankstanks-

acorss

trans-

lators

tanks-
Conrey

tran-
sitory

tanks-
Conrey

tran-
sitoryConreyCorey .

acorssacornsacross the trenches ,. Captain ''JeedJeedWeed'TeedTeedJed' .advanceda.dvanced with-

his

with-

ies

with-

his

with-

ies

withwith-

his

with-

ieshis tanks untauntuntili1 he caught up wiwithth the InfantryInfantry-

who

Infant-
ry

,

who were heheldld up by mamachinech inecine gun fire jusjugsjustt northnorth-nornorth-

west

north-

west

th-thth-

est

th-

eist

¬-

westest of Pte.BoureuillesPteBoureuilles. . He sent several tankstanks-

to

tank-

s
tanks-

to

tank-

s
tanks-

to

tank-

sto reducereduoe the resistance and moved north withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe rest of his tanks . Sometime later he gogotgot-

separated

ou-

tsmarted

got-

separated

ou-

tsmarted

tt-

separated

s-

eparatedseparated from his companyoompany , due to the densitydensity-

of

densit-
yof the fog ,. and was captured by the G-ermansGermansGermans- , butbu-

tfortunately

bu-

tfortunately

bu-

tfortunatelyfortunately a tank appeared at this time and thethe-

Gerrrans

the-

(26a

the-

(26-a

th-

e(26
th-

e26
a

(26-8(26268(26-aa( -. ) Weed'deeddeed.' eefleel. . SernansGerrransGermansSermons ran and le.ftlefteftdeft. . him.1m1m. , (26-a(2626a( - . ) . He then led-

his

ed-

its
led-

his

ed-

its
led .

his companyoompany to the west toward , the forest ,. ass1st-

11

assist-

11

assist-assistass1st-ass1stassist-

11

-

11 .



(26-b(2626b( - ) ';,.VeedVeedYeeddeedVexedDyed. . . ingKing the infantry to advanceadvqnce, by rC3reducing.ucineucinecine. ; machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
PerPers.SxpPersSxpPeeresss . Exp .

gun resistance (26-b(2626b( - ) .

WhenNhenThenHen the Infantry wsswaswasps holdheld up justjust-

north
Ju-

stin
just-

north
Ju-

stinnorth of PteEtePatePete . BoureuillesBoreholes ,. Company "AA" " , 345th345th-

Battalion

,

Battalion , Captain DeanT.TDecantDean T-
.T

T- TIT.rr.. . QilfillanGilfillanGalilean commandcommand-command-

27)

comman-

ding

comman-

ding

¬-

ingKing , vdiiehvmichwhichDiehlMicah had bee-nbeenbeenbe -n following the assault atat-

15001500 meters , entered the fight on the right ofof-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offman(27)27( 27)2727)h) "iariarliar'"V/hh/,. r DDiaryDiary-
345th

Diixry-
345th

i 8.ry8ry8.ry-
345th

. Company "BnBn"BB" " ., 344th Battalion (27)27( ,_2.7)2.727. ) .

345th BnBn-
.Pers.3xr

Bn-
Pers.3xr

Bn-
Pers3xr

.

PersPeers . ExiDReidxD) . The reaareareasonon for or ca\i30cai30causeC \13e of thisthis-

uni
th-

is
this-

unit's
this-

uni
th-

isuniZuniunit'sunitst ' sents enteringeringerring tthehe fight at this ttimetmetame hashas-

never

Ha-

nover

has-

never

Ha-

nover

has-

never

Ha-

novernever been satisfactorily explained ,. NoN-

oorders

N-

oodles

oo-

orders

o-

rders

o-

orders

o-

rdersorders to that effect were issued by higherhigher-

authority
hibe-

rnator
higher-

authority
hibe-

rnator
higher-

authority
hibe-

rnatorauthority . The attac-kattackattackattach- order directed thatthat-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

at

that-

it
th-

atit was to follow in reserveraS0rve until the AmericanAmerican-

Army

Americ-

ana
American-

Army

Americ-

ana(28)28( ) F.C.2FC.2FC27.C.2,-
304th

7C.23-
04th

7C23-
04th

. , . , Army Objective was reached (28)28( ) . This ob-obob-

jective

ob-

jective

obob-

jective

¬-
304304thth Brig .

jectiveejective ., in the sector of thethathan 28th Division.-

ran

Division-

ran
Divisi-

on
DiviDivDivisionion .,

ran jusbjustjugs south of Montblainville , which wa.swaswa.-

snot

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

.
not reached until September 27th at aboutabout-

noon

absol-

ution

about-

noon

absol-

ution(28-a(2828a( - ) War DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

noon (28-a(2828a( - ) . It is a fair assumption thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed
34345thth EnBnBn-
.Battle

Bn-
Battle

.
Battle MapMap-
.Pers.Exp

Map-
Pers.Exp

Map-
PersExp

Ap-pears ., the Brigade Commander ddid3 not order the movemove.-

as

move-

as

mov-

es

.,

Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. .
as allll recordsreoords show that at tillsthis time he waswa-

sgiving

wa-

ssailing

wa-

sgiving

wa-

ssailing

wa-

sgiving

wa-

ssailinggiving his wholetholeholelo1e attention to the operationoperation-

of

operati-
onof the units on the east side of the AireAires RiverRiver-

and

Riv-
era

River-

and

Riv-
eraand was forward , witixWitbwithwit_ the assault troops , wherewhere-

he

whe-
re

where-

he

whe-
re

where-

he

whe-
re(29)29( ) Brig.HistBrigHistRightistBrig.Hist.pp-

.33-34.War

BrigHistpp-

3334.War
Brig.His-

t.pp.33
BrigHi-

stpp3334.-War34-War
. . he was wounded , whilevthilethrilled directing an attack ofof-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignant

of-

infantry

p-

oignant
pp.33-34pp.3334pp.33pp3334. - .
War Diary 304th304th-
Brig

304th-
Brig

304th-
Brig

infantry troops on a machine gun nest (29)29(29).-

The

29.T-

he
29T-

he

( ) .
Brig .

ThThe QommBnComboommanders.QoommandersQcommanderscommanders
.
1.eJ'e.o.t.Qo.tb-.b1eJeotQotb.b1.eJ'e.o.t.Qo.tb1eJeotQotb.bb<:. ' ..,. .00. . . . . . .both.

.-. . .battalions,t . : ions werswerewears alalsoalso-

on

Alis-

on

also-

on

Alis-

on

soso-

(29a(29-a(2929a( - ) War D.iar-

y

Diar-

yD.iaryonDiaryDiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

.
on the east side of the AiretAiriestAirewhereFireweedAireAires t., where they re-rere-

34
re-

mained

rere-

mained

¬-
34345thth Bn .

mainedmaimed . luringduring most ooff the d.aydayclay. (29-a(2929a( - ) .

12 .



During tliethelie early morningmoy'ningmoyningmoaning' the fog liftedlifted-
and

lift-
ed

lifted.-

nd

lifted-

nd

lifte-

d
.

.

F.ndFndandFend&.:.. a bribrie'brilliantbrilliant'
- sun shewnshoynshownhewnshone: downdov'IldovIldozndevildozen,' and. revealed toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe gaze of a detached , observer a vastva3t panorama-

of

panorwna-

of

panora-
ma

panorwnapanorama

of "battlefieldbattlefield"

, covered., with an apparently end-enden-

dless

en-

dless

enden-

dless

¬-

less confusion ooff Infantry , tanks and machinemachine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ine(30)30( 30)30) P:lersleerser s . Jxpxp . guns , moving , moving , ever movingKorthmov1ngNorthmovingNorthmovingmoving-movingmov1ng-mov1ng- KorthNorth (30)30(30).-

V/hen

30.V-

hen
(30-

).V
30-

V
h-

en
( ) .

'lhenlhenWhenhen' '/ the fog hadha.d. lifted. the German mamachinechine gun-gungun-

ner

gun-

ner

gungun-

ner

¬-

nernear was getting over his first surprise and waswa-

sbeginning

wa-

sbeginning

wa-

sbeginningbeginning to get "backback"

onontoto his job . The rat-ratra-

tatattat
att-

ractant
ra-

tatattat
att-

ractant
rat--

a-tat-tat
r-at at-at -

a-tat-tatatat- - of his guingin{ inln could be heard in an everever-

increasing

ove-

rstressing

ever-

increasing

ove-

rstressing

ever-

increasing

ove-

rstressingincreasing crescendo from the front and flanksflanks.-

especially

flanks-

especially

.

Especially vicious were those nests secreted. inin-

clumps

un-

clamps

in-

clumps

un-

clamps

in-

clumps

un-

clampsclumps of trees andanianis specially prepared. andaTIdaId. con-concon-

cealed

con-

cealed

concon-

cealed

¬-

cealedcalled positions along the edge of the forestforest.-

The

forestT-

he
fore-

st
.

The effect of this fire was sosoonon evident ,. 801-801Sol-Sol80-

1diers

So-

ldiers

ool--

diers
o-

ol
di-

ers
c-

ool
dic-

ers
-

diersdicers disappeared from the facfacefact ooff the plain likelike-

magic

li-
ken

like-

magic

li-
ken

like-

magic

li-
kenmagic and could be found only in ravines , inin-

ditches

in-

dices
in-

ditches

in-

dicesditohesditchesdittoes and gullies , behind brush and. any obstaoleobstacleobstacle-

to

obstac-
leto shelter them from this deadly hall-hallhail-hailhallbuthailbuthalibut, - but everever-

moving

ove-

rdoing

ever-

moving

ove-

rdoing

ever-

moving

ove-

rdoingmoving" north . The tankatankstank were , at this timetime-

the

trime-

ster

,

the most prominent objectsobJeots on the landscapelandscape.-

They

landscape-

They

landsc-
ape

.

They resembled a bunch ofot rockets shooting aorossacrossaoross-

the

aori-
st

across-

the

acro-
ss

across-

the

acro-
ssthe fiefieldld . Remembering their experience of aa-

gasless

g-

lassless

a-

gasless

g-

lassless

a-

gasless

g-

lasslessgaslessglassless St.MihielStMihielSt.IllihielStIllihielSmithfieldStill. ., the tanks went into actionaotionabortion onon-

September

o-

netime
on-

September

o-

netime
on-

September

o-

netimeSeptember 26th with cans ooff gasoline tied . to theirtheir-

tails
ther-

mals

their-

tails
ther-

mals

their-

tails
ther-

malstails , to be used for a refill later in the dayday-

(31)

da-

y31(31)31( 31 ) FF.OFO. o . 2 , (31)31( 31 ) . Curiously enough , whenwhe.n. the fog lifted , thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-
304th

the-

German

ste-

ersman
304th Brig .

PersPeersPers.ExpPersExpPerspex.ExpExp. . German gunners spotted , this highlyhjgh11 inf1amnainflammableinflammable-

cargo

inflamm-
able

inflammable-

cargo

inflamm-
able

bleableble-

oargo

bl-

earoargocargoargon and . immed.iatelyimmediately. turned , a stream of incendiaryincendiary-

bullets
incend-

iary
incendiary-

bullets
incend-

iary
inoend-lar-

ybullets
inoe-

nd
larybu-

llets
inte-

nd
arba-

lest
-

bullets onto the gas drums . The resultre sultSault ,. as oancanDoan

13 .



be imaginedimagined , was sametsamesometimesimesdimes startlinstartlingstartling;..;, , eespeciallyespecially-

to

especiall-
y

spespec cia llyallylly-

to

Lil-

lyto the occupantsoocupants: of the chariots . If the tanktank-

kept

tan-

ked

tank-

kept

tan-

ked

tank-

kept

tan-

kedkept moving the fire usuallyusuallt: " reresultedsuIted , in nono-

damage

un-

damaged

no-

damage

un-

damageddamadramadamagee to the vehiveilvehicleole , as tthehe air currentscurrents keptkept-

the

epit-

het

kept-

the

epit-

hetthe flame streamirstreamerstreamingstreamirg" to tthehe rear and away fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe tank . The sight waowasWako one that will probablyprobably-

never

proba-
bly

probably-

never

proba-
bly

probably-

never

proba-
blynever be witnessed againagailagnail! in battle . IToNo moremor-

egasoline

mor-

egasoline

mor-

egasolinegasoline was carried IntDintinto0 the assault on outoutsideoutside-

containers

stdestdstde-

containers

:

(38)38(32)32( ) Pers.2xpPers2xpPersPeers . ;Pxp-PxpPpPxpcontainersxp .- containers (52)52(32)32( ) .

The tanis'advancedtanisadvancedtantstankstaints '* advanced across the openopen-

plain

pre-

plan

open-

plain

pre-

plan
open-

plain

pre-

planplain and along the edgeed e of the ArgonneJargoned ForestForest-

attacking
For-

estay
,

attacking machine gun nests and assisting thethe-

advallce

he-

adwall

the-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adacheadvallceadvance of the Infantry wherever possible ,. AA-

German

G-

erman

A-

German

G-

erman

A-

German

G-

ermanGerman commniquecommuniquecomminutecommunize of this date stated : "FleetsFleets"Fleets-

of

"Fleets-

of

Fleets-

of

Flee-
ts

"

of small tanks , each armed wiwithth a singlesinlesinIlesimile; gun oror-

machine

bo-

mbazine

or-

machine

bo-

mbazinemachine gun , appeared wiwithtb the rapidirapidrapidityty ofof-

weasles

co-

wpeas
of-

weasle

co-

wpeas

of-

weasles

co-

wpeasweaslesweasleweaselsweasels in and behind our gun positions , wherewher-

ethis

here-

tics
wher-

ethis

here-

tics
wher-

ethis

here-

tics(33)33( ) HistHeistHist.304thHist304thHist.304th-
Brig

Hist.304th-
Brig.p.32

Hist304th-
Brigp.32

Hist304th-
Brigp32

. 304 thth-
Brig.p.32

this weird crew spewed up like the broth ofof-

Hell

of-

Hell

of-

Hell
Brig.p.32Brigp.32Brigp32Brig .* p.32p32. .

,

Hell * .f.rn(33)f.rn33frn33. ,: ;. * * rr" ., (33)-

About

(33)33( )

.f.rn(33)About
About 9309:30;: A.MAM. . Captain GilfillanGalileanGilfillan-

Lieutenants

,

Lieutenants Steele and MayneMane , CompanynACompanyCompany "AAnA" " , 345th-

Battalion

345th-

Battalion

345th

(54)54(34)34( ) Diary-
345th

Diary-
345th

Diary Battalion , entered the village ooff VarennesVarenneArdennesArlenes with-

a

with-

al

withwith-
345th345th Bn .

Br1g.Hist.p.33Br1gHistp.33Br1gHistp33Brig.Hist.p.33BrigHistp.33BrigHistp33BriBrie .Hist.p.33Histp.33Histp33. . . '. a groupP of tankstan s (34)34( ) . They found the village-

full
villa-

ge
village-

dill
villa-

ge
villagevillage-

fall
villa-

gefulldillfall of SermansserraansSermonserrandsermansGermans ., who , upon the appearance: of thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks , tried-thtriedthtried-thoirtriedthoirthortrietribe !. ,.
- their1r best to get out . The tankstanks-

inflioted

tanks-

inflicted

tanks-

inflictedinfliotedinflicted , severe punishment on the retreatingretreatingG-

ermans
retrea-

ting
retreatingG-

ermans
retrea-

ting
retreatingG-

rermans
retrea-

tingGermans . Lieutenant DietzDiet states ;:

'"AtAt'At" the time of the ArgonneJargoned fight1116fightingfighting-

I

fight1116-

I

fightin-
gI waowaDwasWako a sergeant in CoGo'A1GoA1Co'ACoACora. lA' ' 346th345th Bn . I was in

14-

be

14-1414-

(32)

- .



command , of the third tonictank intheinterin bhe.thethe-thehe.- first platoonplatoon-

of

platoo-
no

platoo-

nofo f thatth t comcompanyny underur.derurdermurder. Lt ., MayneMaynesManeManesMayne-

"Co

s.

"CoCo" . 'AA' ' was to fafollowllowlow ,. 2 kilometerskilometers.-

as

kilometers-

as

kilomete-
rs

.,

as I remember it , in rear ooff Co'BCoBCo . I' BI' of the 344th344th-

Bn

344th-

Bn

344th-

BnBn , on thothethou Ieleftft o01ow the AireAires River clurincluingdurdourduringin,, thethe-

fir
th-

eir

the-

first
th-

eirs
the-

first
th-

eirsfirfirstst day *. However at .abouta.bout 8:30830: AA.I-A.IA.IJept.-
26

. }:- : . SeptweptJept.-

26

Jept-

26

.

26 ,. we increased our speed and overtook, the com-comcom-

pany

com-

pany

comcom-

pany

¬-
'panypanky we wereware follfollyfollov-follovfollov4followfollovingfollov4ingfollowing- ing1ngKing at VarerBarerVarennesJarernesArdenneses . pie;;< e enteredentered-

the

enter-
ed

entered-

the

enter-
ed

entered-

the

enter-
edthe town in 00cocolumnInmnlu.mnlumnInnlumen. my tank bbeing8inge ing-ingKingingtheingoted'- tlietilethelie third inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe column . ,.:'quite<uiteu1tequite a numbernwmber of machinemachine gun nestsnests-

were

ne-
sts

nests-

were

ne-
sts

nests-

were

ne-
stswere encountered and dislodged on thele, ,

outskirtsO-

.L

outskirtsO-

L
outskirts-

of

outskir-
ts

outsxirtsoutskirts
of. ' the town and just within its limits . piepi-

ehad

pie-

bald

i7-

ehad

ee-

had

h-

adhad advanced but a short distance downdovmdoomdvm the prinprin-primprin-

cipal

prin-

cipal

prin-

cipal

¬-

cipalcopal street of the town r/hrhwhen/ en the column haltedhalted.-

The

halted-
The

halt-
ed

.

The ttank1k directly in front of me pulled out ofof-

oolumn

ho-

odlum

of-

column

fa-

ctotum

of-

column

fa-

ctotumoolumncolumn . I then saw Lt . MayneMane wiwithth his headhead-

poked

hand-

picked

head-

poked

hand-

picked

head-

poked

hand-

pickedpoked out of the turret door of his tank ges-gesgeesges-

ticulat1ng

ges-

ticulating

gesgeesges-

ticulating

¬-

ticulatingticulat1nginculcating madly and yellingsomethingyellingyellixigyellingyellingsomeyelling,_ somethingthing which II-

of

O-

f
I-

of

O-

f
I-

of

O-

fof courseooursebourse could not hear , so I opopened.nedned. the doorsdoors-

of

doo-
rs

doors-

o

door-

s

doors-

of

doo-
rsofo f my turret , rather unwillingly for maohinemachinemaohine-

guns

nothing-

ness

machine-

guns

mach-

ine

machine-

guns

mach-

ineguns were still in evidence , to determine whatwhat-

wa.s

white-

wash

what-

was

white-

wash

what-

was

white-

washwa.swas. wanted . Lt ., MayneMane motioned and yelled atat-

me

a-

te

at-

me

a-

te

at-

me

a-

teme to go ahead . I did so alone for as he diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot advanceadvanoe and gave no directions to the otherother-

tanks

mothe-

rlands

other-

tanks

mothe-

rlands

other-

tanks

mothe-

rlandstanks none followed me . I Aiddid not at the timetime-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

end

time-

and

imp-

endand , do not yet understand the reason why II-

with

W-

rithe

I-

with

W-

rithe

I-

with

W-

rithewith a machinemaohine gun whichwhioh was useless againstagainst-

the

again-

st
against-

the

again-

st
against-

the

again-

stthe machine gun nests we encounteredenoountered ,. should-

t.5

should

t.5-

command

:.15-15t.5-t.515-

command

-



be sent outoustou t alone ,. onbutb itt I advanced as I hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

.been

had-

been

ha-

dean

.

. . . .

.

.
, ftY(tYbetubebeen orordered. red, and . encountered , and . didisposedsposedposed, 1Vitwithwith-

a

with-

al

.//-

a

a/
PP-

.J . ..JJ "J "
.. .

.-

1

1. ' a number of G-ermansGermansGermans- running here andthereadhereandand-.- therethere-

about

there-

about

there-

aboutabout the buildings . Arrived at the end ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe street I wuswasusw .33. uncert'dnuncertdnunoert.linunoertlinuncert--dnuncertdnuncertainunderlain.
. '-- whethermetherthethernethertether to turnturn-

toward

tur-
nover

turn-

toward

tur-
nover

turn-

toward

tur-
novertoward the bridge crossingorossing the river or toto-

turn

tor-

turing

to-

turn

tor-

turing

to-

turn

tor-

turingturn to the left . A large mass of the enemyenem-

yat

ene-
ma

enem-

yat

ene-
ma

enem-

yat

ene-
maat the foot of the hill on our left decideddecided-

me

decide-

dme . I started to the left and opened firefire.-

I

fire-
I

fir-
e

.

I believe I hdhsdhr?. d . killed oorr wounded the greatergreater-

part

grea-
ter

greater-

part

grea-
terpart of them and the rest had scattered whenwhe-

nfour

wh-

en
whe-

nfour

wh-

enfOUlfour' or five machinemaohine guns opecopeopenedne d on the tanktank-

from

ta-
nk(35)35( ) DietzDiet . from all sidessides(35)sides35" . (35)35(35)-

The

( )

sides(35)The
The resistance was so strong from thethe-

vicinity

the-

vicinity

the-

vicinityvicinity of this village and along the riverriver-

that

river-

head

river-

that

river-

head

river-

that

river-

headthat the 'infantryinfantry' could not follow the tanksanksankhsanks.-

Captain

anks-

Captain

.

Captain SilfillanGilfillanSibilantGalilean was seriously wounded andand-

gassed

san-

dglass

and-

gassed

san-

dglass(36)36( ) WarJar DiaryDiary-
345th

gassed while in VarennesVa.rennesArdennes. ,. his tank being struckstruck-

by

struc-

k
struck-

345th
struck-

by

struc-

k
345th Bn .
Brlg.Hist.p.21BrlgHistp.21BrlgHistp21Brig.HHistBrigHHistRightist. . p . 21 ., by a. shell and burned .. (36)36( ) .

The tanks then evacuated VarennesArdennesVarennes-

and

Ardenn-

es
Varennes-

and

Ardenn-

es
Varennes-

and

Ardenn-

esand . felltell back ttoo the Infantry positions southsouth-

of

Sou-

th

south-

of

Sou-

th(37)37( ) War DiaryDiary-
345th

of the village (37)37( ) ., Lieutenant :MayneMane and . hishis-

pla.toon

iso-

lation
his-

345th
his-

platoon

iso-

lation
345th Bn .
MayneMane . pla.toonplatoon. from Company "ArtArt"AlrAlrAr"AA" , 345th BattalionBattalion-

Tank

Battal-
ion

,

Tank Corps , had . a conferenceoonference with the InfantryInfantry-

Battalion
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

Battalion
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

Battalion
Infa-

ntryBattalion Commander south of VarennesArdennes and itit-

was

v-

itas

it-

was

v-

itas

it-

was

v-

itaswas decided , to attack the town again shortlyshortly-

after
shor-

tly
shortly-

after
shor-

tly
shortly-

after
shor-

tlyafter noon . The plan was for the tanks toto-

skirt

Tr-

otskyite

to-

skirt

Tr-

otskyite

to-

skirt

Tr-

otskyiteskirt the edges ooff the village , closelyoloselyloosely tollow-

16

follow-

16

follow-followtollow-tollowtallowfollow-

16

-

16 .



ed by the Infantry , keeping down machine gun-

fire

gungun-

fire

gun-

firefire thwhileileNile the Infantry closed , on the v111agevillagev111age-

and

village-

and

villa-
ge

village-

and

villa-
geand mopped it up (38)38( ) . The operation waswa-

ssuccessful

wa-

ssuccessful

wa-

ssuccessfulsuccessful though the Infantry and Tanks had toto-

face

th-

oraces

to-

face

th-

oracesfaoefacefoe a severe fire from .machinema.ci1inemaci1ine 'jons'sunssunsgunsjohns , artilleryartillery-
an

artillerym-

an

artillerya-

nd
artillerym-

an
artillerya-

nd
artillerym-

an(39)39( ) MayneManeMayne.B-

rig.Hlst.Yar

MayneB-

rigHlst.Yar

Mayne-

BrigHlstYar

. anandd antanti-tankantitanki-iitancpittance- tanctan] guns . The Infantry occupiedoccupied-

the

occupi-

ed
occupied-

the

occupi-

ed
occupied-

the

occupi-

ed
Br1g.HiBr1gHiBrig.HistBrigHistRightist. t .
otfoft:.,jarar Diary-
345th

1)1)DiaryDiary-
345th

iaryCaryary-
345th

the village at about 1:30130: P.M(39)P.M39PM39P . '
\,
'MM!' . (39)39( ) .

345th 3n .*
'

After'th-
e

Afterth-
e

Aftertim-
e

After'th-
e

Afterth-
e

Aftertim-
e

After the captureoapture of VarennesArdennes all co--

ordinated

c-o or-

dinated
or-

dinate
co-coco-

ordinated

co-

ordinated

-

ordinatedordinate effort between the Tanks and InfantryInfantry.-

as

Infantry-

as

Infantr-
y

.,

(40)40( ) Brig.HistBrigHistRightistBrig.Hist.-
p

BrigHist.-
p

BrigHist-
p

Rightis-
t

. . as units , was at an end (40)40( ) . The two tanktank-

oompanies

ano-

malies
tank-

companies

anc-

horman

tank-

companies

anc-

horman
p.35p35. 35 .
'JarJarlardarlair'+ DiaryDiary,-
304th

Diary-
304th

, oompaniescompanies had becomebeoome completelyoomp1etely d1sorganizeddisorganizeddisorganized-

.Little

disorganized-

Little
disorgan-

ized
.

304th BrigBrig.-
Operations

Brig-
Operations

Rei-
nsertions

.
Operations p.21p21. . Little groups of tanks exploited the terrainterrain-

to

terrai-
n

terrain-

to

terrai-
nto the north and west of VarennesArdennes seeking suchsuch-

enemy

sch-

eme

such-

enemy

sch-

eme

such-

enemy

sch-

eme(41)41(41)iar( ) \iariar'WarWarliar\' ar Diary-
345th

DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

enemy resistance as they could find (41)41( ) . A-

tthis

Ma-

tthias

AtA-

tthis

Ma-

tthias

A-

tthis

Ma-

tthias
345th Bn.P-

ers.Exp.Weed

BnP-

ersExp.Weed

BnP-

ersExpWeed

Bn .
Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . this point the tanks shouldshoi.ldshoildshoshod .1d have been assembled-

in

assembl-
ed

assembledassembledc-

ommand

assembly-

woman

Weed .
in a protected ravine just souths'outh' of VarennesArdennesVarennes-

for

Ardenn-

es
Varennes-

for

Ardenn-

es
Varemies-

for
Armi-

esfor reorganization and assignment to a newnew-

mission

ne-

wness
new-

mission

ne-

wness
new-

mission

ne-

wnessmission if desired . It was obvious at thisthist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stiertime that the attack was practicallypraotically stoppedstoppe-

d(41a

stopped-

(41a

stopped-

(41-a

stoppe-

d(41

stoppe-

d41 a(41-a(4141a( - ) ParsPers.iSxpPersiSxpPers.ExpPersExpPersistPerspexPers.iSxp-

ed

Persist-

ed

.ExpExp. . (4l-a(4l4la(41-a(4141( - ) .

The reserve and training tanks , under my-

command

mymy-

oommand

m-

ommaoommandcommand , had been ordered to follow the reservec-

ompany

rese-
rve

reservereserveo-

ompany

rese-
rve

reservec-

ompany

rese-
rveoompanycompany at 2000 meters , but whenmenthen the fog hadhad-

1itted

ha-

dlifted

h-
alite

ha-

dlifted

h-
alite1ittedlifted we found , ourselves within about 10001000-

meters

1000-

meters

1000-

metersmeters ooff the leading elements . The tankstanks-

with

tran-

sit
,

with their valuable cargoesoargoes of gasoline and oiloil.-

were

oil-
were

bo-

iler

.,

were immediately placedp1aoed in1n the coverooverover of a deepdeep-

ravine

dep-

raving

deep-

ravine

dep-

raving

deep-

ravine

dep-

ravingravine just south of VarennesVarenneArdennesArlenes . When th1thiss waswas-

dane

W-

ada

was-

bane

wais-

tband

was-

Aane

ask-

ancedanebane and a halt outpost established ., I , aocom-aocomAmocoaocom-
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pantedpaniedpaned by a runner , ststartedrtedrated forward on a re-rere-

oonnalssa.Ylce

re-

connaissance

rere-

connaissance

¬-

connaissanceoonnalssa.YlceoonnalssaYlcecomplaisance. and to establish contact withwiths-

ome

lithes-

ome

withs-

ome

lithes-

ome

withs-

ome

lithes-

omesome 0ooff the commanders in the front lineslines.-

The

linesT-

he
lin-

es
.

The going was very diffic-iltdifficiltdifficultdeificgilt- , asasthewholewaterholet hewho1ehewholehellhole fieldfield-

was

fie-
ld

field-

was

fie-
ld

field-

was

fie-
ldwas swept by machine ;gan5UnmanEgan fire from the edge ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe woods . .VeVeWeJe'',. finally reached the road run-runrun-

ning

run-

ning

runrun-

ning

¬-

ningMing west from VarenWarrenVarennesArdennesesa s , v/herevherewhere/ we had to taketake-

cover

take-

over
take-

cover

take-

over
taice-

cover

take-

overcover from m!machinellc11ine! :chine gun, firfiree coming fromfI'omfIomFionarom' the.the-

.forest

the-

forest

the-

orems

.

forest andd from a particularly pestiferouspestiferous-

machine

pestife-
rous

pestiferous-

machine

pestife-
rous

pestiferous-

machine

pestife-
rousmachine gangunEgan nest in the little clump of treestrees-

about

there-

about

trees-

about

there-

about

trees-

about

there-

aboutabout 1200 meters west of VarenresVarennesArteriesArdennesVaremHarem ea . fuile'IhileIhilefutileChile'Ihile-

we

'fuile-

we

futi-

le

hile-

we

Chi-

lewe were here a oompanycompanycompany of infantry just toto-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

ur
to-

our

to-

urour left started toward VarennesArdennes along thethe-

south

T-
heo

the-

south

T-
heo

the-

south

T-
heosouth side of the road . They had only pro-propro-

ceeded

pro-

ceeded

propro-

ceeded

¬-

ceededdeeded a few yards vhwienwidenvhenhenen they were compelledcompelled-

to

compell-

edto take cover . This they did. by jumping intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

atethe diditchestchesetches along each sidesines ideaide of the roadroad.-

They

road-

They

road-

ster

.

They proceeded on their way by crawling alongalong-

on

alon-

g
along-

on

alon-

gon thetheirir hands and knekneekneese s . I asleBasleaslcedaskedascended a sargeantsergeantsargeant-

where

serge-

ant
sergeant-

where

Serge-
ant

sergeant-

where

Serge-
antwhere they were gogoingingKing . He stated that the.ytheythe.y-

were

Tha-

yer
they-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
wer

.
were trying to get into the head ooff a ravineravines-

ome

ravi-
nes

ravines-

ome

ravi-
nes

ravines-

ome

ravi-
nessome 200 yards to the northeast , witwithh the ideaidea-

of

de-
af

idea-

of

de-
af

idea-

of

de-
afof getting north along the slopes just west ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe AireA1reAires River .

This particularlyartioular1y viciousvioious machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

negun nest about 1200 meters west of VarennesArdennesVarennes-

whiob

Arden-
nes

,

whiohwhich I have just mentioned , had. a oompletecompleteoomplete-

sweep

compl-

etes

complete-

sweep

compl-

etes

complete-

sweep

compl-

etessweep of the p3ainplainJa in ID10td the northwest and . southwest
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of the town .anda'Y1daY1d' cocompletelympletelyimpolitely covered , thetae roadroad-

running

road-

runner
road-

running

road-

runner
road-

running

road-

runnerrunning out of YaremiesVarerulesVarennesArmiesArteriolesArdennes towardtowerdtowered the ForestForest.-

I

Forest-

I

Fores-
t

.

I saw three different attempts !madeIl8de, by tan2cstancstanstan2cs-

to

tancs-

to

ancest-

or

tanks-

to

tan-
ks

::

to dedestroystreystorey ththisi s reresistances is tan ce . WhWhenen tthehe tankatankstanktanka-

reached

An-
kara

tanks-

reached

tran-

sected

tanks-

reached

tran-

sectedreached it the littlel.ittle. patch of WIDIDwoodsodsodds coveringcovering-

the

coveri-
ng

covering-

the

coveri-
ng

covering-

the

coveri-
ngthe knoll in whichwhiahwhish the guns were located as-asas-

sumed

as-

sumed

asas-

sumed

¬-

sumedsummed the sylvan quie"b1equieb1equietness" sa of a perfect dayday-

of

da-
y

day-

of

da-
y

day-

of

da-
yof ppeace-peacepeacenotpeaceoe-oeoenotOno., - not a manmarl nor a .gungu.n in sight . AsAs-

soon

Ba-

ssoon

As-

soon

Ba-

ssoon

As-

soon

Ba-

ssoonsoon as the tanks moved on out of range ,. thisthis-

perfect

whi-

spered

this-

perfect

whi-

spered

this-

perfect

whi-

speredperfect peace was suddenly broken by the well-wellwell-

known

we-

lkin
well-

known

we-

lkin
well-k-

nown
w-

ell
kno-

wn
-

known activities of these nests of Hell . II-

later

L-

ater
I-

later

L-

ater
I-

later

L-

aterlater examined this particular machine gungun-

position

gu-

npoint
gun-

position

gu-

npoint
gun-

position

gu-

npointposition and foundround a complete system of dugoutsdugouts-

capable

dug-
outs

dugouts-

capable

dug-
outs

dugoiits-

capablecapable of holding thethathan personnel for at leastleast-

six
las-

ts
least-

six
las-

ts
least-

six
las-

tssix machine gun crcrewsws and equipment . ThisThis-

position

Hair-

splitting

This-

position

Hair-

splitting

This-

position

Hair-

splitting
'

position was's-
o

wass-
o

asso-
c

was so well ccamouflaged& ouflagedoutflanked that a closeclose-

examination

cons-

ubstantiation

close-

examination

cons-

ubstantiation

close-

examination

cons-

ubstantiationexamination was necessary to discover any signssigns-

of

signo-

ff
signs-

o

sign-

s

signs-

of

signo-

ffofo f occupancyoocupancy . The last attempt I saw mademad-

eagainst

man-

darins

mad-

eagainst

man-

darins

mad-

eagainst

man-

darinsagainst this particularpa.rt1oularpart1oular. nenestat was made byby-

Lieutenant

by-

Lieutenant

by-

LieutenantLieutenant Thomas D . Steel , Company "AmAm"AA" " , 34th30th34th-

Battalion

30th-

Battalion

348th-

Battalion

!

Battalion , with nishisanis platoon of four tanks , atat-

about

cat-

amount

at-

about

cat-

amount

at-

about

cat-

amountabout 33:30330: 30 PP0.M-P0.MP0.MHeP.MPM.rr. . .. - He went by the pospositioni tlo'ntlontalon' inin-

oolumn

lin-

oleum

in-

column

lin-

oleum

In-

column

Li-

noleumoolumncolumn with about 25 yards distance betweenbetween-

tanks

betw-
een

between-

tanks

betw-
een

between-

tanks

betw-
eentanks , eacheaohLeah tank firing into the nest as itit-

approached

in-

approachable

it-

approached

in-

approachable

it-

approached

in-

approachableapproached and passed it . :.ThatThatVhatHat. effect thisthis-

tire
thir-

stier

this-

fire

thri-

ftier

this-

fire

thri-

ftiertirefire had I do not know ., but I do know that thisthiss-

ame

tis-
ane

thithinthiss-

ame

tis-
ane

ss-

same

s-

amesame nest was active again soon after the tankstanks-

had

tan-
ks

tanks-

had

tan-
ks

tanks-

had

tan-
kshad passed on . This was a perfect example of
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non-cooperationnoncooperation- between Tanks and . Infantry.-

Lieutenant

Infantry-

Lieutenant
Infa-ntry
Infantry .

Lieutenant Jtee11'teelqteelqTel;JteelTel)
' and his ttant&nlistnlistansTunis& n ,,-ss- s passed onon-

out

do-

nut

on-

out

do-

nutout ooff sight infcointoinfo thele forest and I did. notnot-

see

no-

se
not-

see

no-

se
not-

see

no-

sesee themtllliID again until aftorafter dark on tthee eveningevening-

of

evenin-
gof 3eptemberSeptember 27th ., 1918 . HeTe was reported , asas-

missing

a-

massing

as-

missing

a-

massing

as-

missing

a-

massingmissing and it was supposed that he was either-

captured

liter-
ature

eithereither-

oaptured

liter-
ature

either-

captured

liter-
atureoapturedcaptured or killed , as that part ofo f the forest-

into

forest-

ing
forestforest-

into

forest-

ing
forest-

into

forest-

inginto which he went was still held. by the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

thethe'-

J.ermans

the-

aermans

ste-

ersman'J.ermansJ.ermansJermansaermansJeremiadsGermans'. . It seems , by his own statementstatement-

made

statem-
ent

statement-

made

statem-
ent

statement-

made

statem-
entmade to metme'theroeme t, 'thethe'"thatthat" . t when he. 30gott into the fO.restfOrestfO.rest-

and

forest-

ed
forest-

and

forest-

ed
forest-

and

forest-

ed

.

and scouted about for a bit he concludedconclud.ed. toto-

oall

t-
ool

to-

call

sto-

ically

to-

call

sto-

icallyoallcallall it a day and started soutscoutsouthh . He went inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis direction until he met some supply train-

trying

Trini-

tarian

traintrain-

trying

Trini-

tarian

train-

trying

Trini-

tariantrying to cross tronc'iestronciestrouncestt--ttoil-- ol1coiloil.eoiled--.e.e-. . ' :-.e3, s ar3arkar.: . .

-
:;>, 'tt',: tU fofo"W1 00-

They

-"W"WW-"..ifif. [ . i"aia"'d.-

They

d.-

They

dT-

hey
T-

hey

'. .

They were stuck , so he fumedturned his combat unit-

into

unit-

ing
unitunit-

into

unit-

inginto a tractortraotortraitor section and helped the wholewhole-

out

hold-

out

whol-

eoutfit

hol-
dout

whol-

eoutfit

hol-
doutoutoutfitfi t acromacroacrossss . He stayed on this job thethe-

whole

hel-

lhole

the-

whole

hel-

lhole

the-

whole

hel-

lholewhole aooff the next day . When asked for anan-

explanation

un-

explainable

an-

explanation

un-

explainable

an-

explanation

un-

explainableexplanation of his .
actions he naively statedstated-

that
stat-

ed
stated-

that
stat-

ed
stated-

that
stat-

edthat he consideredoonsideredoonsidonside erect thehe getting of supplies-

through

supp-
lest

suppliessupplies-

through

supp-
lest(40)40( ) Steel . through was just as important as fighting (40).-

The

40.T-

he
40T-

he
(40)40( ) .

Pers.Ex1)Pers.Ex1PersEx1Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. ) .
The Battalion Commander stated that Lieutenant-

Sts-el

Lieutena-
ntSts

e-l Lieuten-
ants

LieutenantLieutenant-

Ste

Lieutena-
nts

Lieutenant-

Steel

Lieuten-
antsSteSateSteel- l should be court-martialedcourtmartialedoourt-martialedoourtmartial- , but latert-

hought

aftert-

hought

laterlatert-

hought

aftert-

hought

latert-

hought

aftert-

houghtthought better of thetile mat-termattermattertear- and let it dropdrop-

(41)

dro-

p41

.

(41)41( ) ComComptonton . (41)41( ) .

At about 4:00400: P.MPM. . Captain WeedWee-

dreoeived

Wee-

dreoeived

Wee-

dreceived

Ex-
ercisedreoeivedreceived word thatthatthethatched-thethe- operations for the day-

were

any-

where

dayday-

were

any-

where

day-

were

any-

wherewere over and we started to rally what tanks
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were runningruJlnlngruining to thetfiefie south of VarSnnesVar8nnesVarBnnesVastnessCarbines . Captain-

Weed

Captai-

ned
CaptainCaptain-

Weed

Captai-

ned

Captain-

Weed

Captai-

nedWeed stated. to me tir-ittiritthatstir- he hcdhr.ahrahadcdra. . orders to aassembleassemble-

the

assem-
ble

a&semLl"-

bhe

asemLlb-

he
sellab-

le
& semb19semb1-

9the

"

the ttanksn.ksnksinks. at rte?rte.BoureuillesrteBoureuilleste.BoureuillesteBoureuillesresourcefulness. 3oureuilles for reorganizationreorganization.-

This

reorganization-

This

reorganizat-
ion

.

This wWL-.3WL.3WL.33was-. s clonedone and they reached tthorethsreThorpethese?yore abo-LitaboLitaboutambo- 6:306306:30-

P.M

6:30-

P.M

630-

P.M

630-

PM

:

(42)42( ) Weed . P.MPM13.1-1113.11113.113111. - . (42)42( ) . Soon after reaching this adminisadminis-ad-minis-adminisadmonishadminis-

tre.tive

admini-

strative

adminis-
Pers

admini-
sters

admini-

strative

- ¬-
Pers.ExPersExPerspexPersPeers . Exp.) .

trativetre.tivetretivereactiverestive. rallying .puintpuintpointpint. ., CaptainCaptainTeedCaptained'-TeedTeedreed-; was evacuevacu-evacueeevacu-

ated

evacu-

ated

evacu-

ated

¬-

atedacted on account of having been gassed . Thi-

sleft

Thi-

stle
ThisThis-

1e1eleftft 1stlet Lieutenant-ThomasLieutenantThomasLieutenant.ThomasLieutenantThomasLieutenant-Lieutenant.-.- Thomas C . Brown ,. Tank Corps-

the

Cor-
ps

Corps ,

the only officer present , in command of all tankstanks-

on

tan-
ks

tanks-

on

tan-
ks

tanks-

on

tan-
kson the west side of the AireAires River . 2d LieutenIJieuten-IJieutenLieuten-LieutenantIJieuten-

ant

Lieuten-

ant

Lieuten-

ant

¬-

ant b.L.ConreybL.ConreybLConreyS.L.ConreySL.ConreySLConrey6.L.Conrey6L.Conrey6LConreyblazonrybaloneySiliconeScone. . ., Company"BnCompanyBnCompa.ny"BCompa.nyBCompanyBCompany"BCompany. " " ,. 344th BattalionBattalion-

joined
Batta-

lion
,

Joined us later in the evening with three tantankstanks-

which

Tak-

eshi
tanks-

which

Tak-

eshi

: ss-

which

w-

hich(43)43( ) ConreyCorey . which he had brought back from the front (43).-

At

43.-
At

43-
At

(43)43( ) .

PersPeersPers.ExpPersExpPerspex. EJrpEarp .
At just about dark a 2d Lieutenant G-rantGrantGrant- reported-

to

reporte-

d
reported

to me for duty . He.ee'.'. e statedst ted that he had been-

sent

Ben-

son
beenbeen-

sent

Ben-

son
been-

sent

Ben-

sonsent up by Brigade Headquarters ( Tank ) . II-

asked

A-

sked

I-

asked

A-

sked

I-

asked

A-

skedasked him if he had ever be&nbenbeen& wiwithth tanks beforebefore.-

He

before-

He

befo-
re

.

He said. "N6TfN6Tf"N6N6" " but he was more than willing toto-

learn

to-

lerant

to-

learn

to-

lerant

to-

learn

to-

lerantlearn . He was with us until OctoberOotober 5th , andand-

a

Wan-

da

and-

a

Wan-

da

and-

a

Wan-

daa more willing and . gallant officer I have never-

had

nev-

er
nevernever-

had

nev-

er
never-

had

nev-

erhad the pleasure of meeting . I am of the-

opinion

Et-

hiopian

thethe-

opinion

Et-

hiopian

the-

opinion

Et-

hiopianopinion that his real mission was to command-

.the

comman-

dthe

comma-

nd

oommandcommandoomman-

dthe

Coman-

che

comman-

dthe

comma-

nd

.

the d-etachmentdetachmentdetachment- of Engineers attached , to ourour-

units

pu-

rsuits

our-

units

pu-

rsuits

our-

units

pu-

rsuitsunits . He never worked , at "thisthis" job but turnedturned-

himself

tur-
ned

turned-

himself

tur-
ned

turned-

.himself

turned-

himself

tur-
ned

.

himself whole-heartedlywholeheartedly- into a tanker . HisHis-

name

Mis-

name

His-

name

Mis-

name

His-

name

Mis-

namename d.oesdoes. not appearappea.r. in any ooff the officialofficiald-

ocuments

offici-
aldom

officiald-

-ocuments
offi-

ciald
ocu-

ments
offi-

cial
docu-

ments
. . .

" " . . . " . . - ' "

documents- of the tank units and. I have oftenw-

ond-ered

ofte-

nwond
er-

ed
afte-

rnoon
er-

red
oftenoften-

wondered

rot-
enone(44(44)44( ' ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexPersPeers . ExpeExpel. wondered- . where he went after leaving us (44)44( ) .
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The rallying point chosen was veryver-
yill

over-

fill

ver-
yill

over-

fill

ver-
yill

over-

fillill advised . , as it was too far ( about five kil-kilkillkil-

ometers

kil-

ometers

kilkillkil-

ometers

¬-

ometersmeters from the assault lines ) to the rearrear-

causing

rea-

rguing

,

causing too much mechanical wear and tear in
(45)45( '<b5)b55)5) Pers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPerspex. . coming back ar-dardaLdandauld- then going forward again (45)45(45).-

The

45.T-

he
45T-

he

( ) .

The reasons given for this decision were (1)1(1)-

that

(1)-

that

(1)-

that

1t-

hat
( )

that the supplypplyply train could not get forwardforward-

with

forw-
ard

forward-

with

forw-
ard

forward-

with

forw-
ardwith gas and oil ., and (2)2( ) that shell fire was

(46)46(46)eed( ) '/eedeedWeed'needneeded< / . too severe nearer 7arennesYarennesVarennesArdennes (46)46( ) . I amem inclinedinclined-

to

incline-

dto believe that the latter was the real reasonreason-

as

reaso-

ns

,
. . . . " . , ,. . , .\. ,' -.. . ' . '

as the reserve and training tanks , which carriedcarried-

refills
car-

ried
carried-

refills
car-

ried
carried-

refills
car-

riedrefills of gasoline and oil , had not enteredentered-

the

enter-
ed

entered-

the

enter-
ed

entered-

the

enter-
edthe fight and still had their gasoline . AA-

much

M-

uch

A-

much

M-

uch

A-

much

M-

uchmuch better point would have been just south

(47)47( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexPersPeers . xp . of VarennesArdennes hear the river (47)47( ) ., But probablyprobably-

the

probab-

ly
probably-

the

probab-

ly
probably-

the

probab-

lythe most important reason why BoureuillesBoreholesBoureuilles-

should

Boureuilles-

should

Boureuilles-

shouldshould not have been chosen was the fact thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe village was astride the main highway tra-tratramtra-

versing

tra-

versing

tratramtra-

versing

¬-

versingveering the AireAires River valley . The bridge atat-

this

M-

atthias

at-

this

M-

atthias
- - ---- this point had been blblorwnblvnblownbbl\vnvn\ upup by-thebytheby-thehe retreatingretreatingG-

ermans
retrea-

ting
retreatingG-

ermans
retrea-

ting
retreatingG-

ermans
retrea-

tingGermans but a new one was completed sometimesometim-

eduring

some-
time

sometim-

eduring

some-
time

sometim-

eduring

some-
timeduring the night of September 26th-27th26th27th- ., al-alal-

lowing

al-

lowing

alal-

lowing

¬-

lowing all of the dammed up artillery and supplysuppl-

ytrains

suppli-

cations

suppl-

ytrains

suppli-

cations

suppl-

ytrains

suppli-

cationstrains ttoo pass that way . PteePutteePteBoureuillePtePate e. BoureuillesBoureuilleBoreholesBoreholeBoureuilles-

was

Borecol-
es

ss-

was

s-

wabswas changedohangedhanged fromrom a iuietquietInuit( rainruin of the eveningevening-

of

eveni-
ngof September 26th to a hectic scene of aotivity-

(47a

activity-

(47a

activityaotivityactivity-

(47a(47-a(4747a( - ) Pers.BxpPersBxppera.E1iperaE1iPers.ExpPersExpPerspex. ' . in the -e-arlyearlye-al'11al'11al11early- ' hours of SeptemberSeptembe-rSeptember- 27th427th4227th .% ('(4S4S(
'

t"ata? " a ) . .

Such tanks as were found to bbee In a fit meohan-meohanmechan-mechanmohanmechanicmeoha-

nioal

mecha-

nical

mecha-

nical

meohan-

-ioal

meoh-

an
io-

al
moh-

an
di-

al
-

ioalicaldialcal condition to continue the operation thethe-

next

te-

net
the-

next

te-

net
the-

next

te-

netnext daydar were gotten ready . Except for the
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"
ititveryliveryvery simple thingsthinssthins very littleIdttleldttle could be donedon-

e(47b

done-

in

doma-

in

done-

in

doma-

in
.

. . ,
,

- -
".

J ' "t--"tt"-
tin

":
t

,
" in ththothethou.:; way of ,reoa.p1rsreoap1rsreapirs.duringreapirsduringremainderingre

1-

-
11-

account
,._-

' ap- 'irsap- irsta- pirs
_
.

. . _ . . , . , . - ). .duringduringur1nB. ' the nightni ht , onon-

(47b

on-

account

un-

accounted(47-b(4747b( - ) FersFearsFers.ICxpFersICxpPers.ixpPersixpEricParsnip. ;x . account of having no light (47-b(4747b( - ) .

Orders werew re receivedingreceivedreceived duringBurring-ingingKing- the nightnighnigh-

for

neigh-

bor

night-

for
nig-

htforor all available tanks to move forward nextnext-

morning

ext-
orting

next-

morning

ext-
orting

next-

morning

ext-
ortingmorning and join in the attachattack of the lllth111thlllthI-

nfantry
111th-

Infantry

lllthI-

nfantryInfantry against La Forge FerineFermeSerineFemme and Montblain-MontblainMantlingMontblain-

(470)
Montblai-

nville

Montblain-

-ville
Montb-

lain
vil-le
Mantl-

ing vil-e -

(47-c(4747c(47-0)0)0( - ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexFersPersFearsPeers . xpxp.-
Shipley

xp-
Shipley

pu-
shily

. villevile (47-c(4747c(47-0)0)0( - ) .
.3hipley3hipleyShipleyShirley.

.

ThomasThoma-
sp.249

Thoma-
sp249

,
.

pp.249p249. 249 . The 2828thth DDivisioni visiovision n had advanadvanceadvanced
'

C'CiCCiCC;'.e'< onon-

this

m-

onths

onon-

this

m-

onths

on-

this

m-

onthsthis date along the River AireAires to a point aboutabout-

15001500 meters north of VarennesArdennes , but their leftleft-

r

lef-

t

left-

flank

le-

ft
left-

flank
le-

ftflank had been unable to advanceaQvance on account ofof-

enemy

of-

fence

of-

enemy

of-

fence

. ,r
:

: enemy resistance from PerriPerilPerrieresDerrieresere s HillTrill ., which waswas-

i

wa-
s

was-

about

wal-

kabout

twastwaist, . . . . . 1' .11. 1 . " , . '
.

i ,
.

"II" ,

. . . ' ' .°
.

. about three kilometers in rear of the rightright-
waley

night-
walker

right-

element

eig-
hteen

. . ' '

,.i.li.lil.waleywale_ -; 33-

element
{

t1' " ,11,w'( "'<

, .
.

element . This leleftft a lonlongg flank exexposedpp-

machine

m-

achine

oseddosed toto-

machine

st-

omaching

to-

machine

st-

omachingmachine gunBUD fire from the forest and to enfiladeenfilade-

fire
enfila-

de
enfilade-

(47d
enfilade-

fire
enfila-

de(47-d(4747d( - ) HisHist.28thHist28thHist.28th-
Div

t . 28th28th-
Div

fire from artillery to the front (47-d(4747d( - ) . ItIts-

eems

It-

ems
It-

Dive
Mi-

dlives
Its-

eems

It-

ems
DiveDiv .
DivePersDietersPersPeersPers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPerspex. qxp, ., seems that this was to be the schemesoheme of maneuvermaneuve-

ragainst

mane-
uver

maneuve-

ragainst

mane-
uver

maneuve-

ragainst

mane-
uveragainst the ArgonneJargoned ForestF'orest' . The 28th DivisionDivision-

was

Divisi-
on

Division-

was

Divisi-
on

Division-

was

Divisi-
onwas to advance its rightri it down the AireAires while itsits-

left
is-

let
its-

left
is-

let
its-

left
is-

letleft remained in contact wiwithth the 77th DivisionDivision.-

which

Division-

which

Divis-
ion

.,

which was to advance but slowly through the for-forfor-

est

for-

(47e
forfor-

est

¬-

(47-e(4747e(4'1-e(4'141( ' - ) ShipleyShirleyShipley-
Thomasp.240

ShipleyTh-

omas.p.240.Final

ShipleyT-

homasp240.Final

ShipleyT-

homasp240Final
est as the Germans were flanked out (47-e(4747e(47-e.-

We

47e.-
We

(4-
7

4-
7

e.W-
e

eW-
e

( - ) .

Thomasp.240Thomasp240Thomas ., p .240240. .
Final ReportReportqReportWeReportedReport.-
p.46

Report-
p.46

Report-
p46

q., We knew this scheme of maneuver was being car-carcar-

r1e.d

car-
p.46

carcar-

ried

¬-
pp.46p46.4646. .,

riedr1e.dr1edrie-driedreidBrie.- ououtt but we thought 1itt was forced on ourour-

troops

out-

crops
our-

troops

out-

cropstroops by the strength of the German defensesdefenses-

in

defens-
esin the forestrorestrarest . It affectedaffeoted tank operations toto-

a

toa-

d

to-

a

toa-

d

to-

a

toa-

da oonsideral)18oonsideral18considerable) extent , as thetwotheftthe , two points of active

23 .



contact with the enemy were alongalonealonalone the Aire-

liver
Air-

liner
AireAiresAire-

River

Arr-

iver
ire

Riverliver and.. in ththe edge of' the i'orestiorestForestdirest''

, neither-

(47f
neither-

F

neithe-
r

neither-

(47f
neitherneithert(47-

fFt-

(47-f
t-

(47
t-

47
f

(47-f(4747f( - ) Pers.JxpPersJxpPers.Jxp-PeersEersBeersPers.Jxpof. xp .- of which was veryroodoverrodevery -3-ood3ood-roodroodod-oodod tank terrain (47-f(4747f( - ) .

All ofofficersof-'icersof'icersicersdicers- 'icersicersdicers'' shc'j.ldshcj.ldshcjldshc.ldshcldshc-aldshcaldshackledscaldscauld".'- ) .
. rhahavevcV c beenbeonbon iir-fcrmedirfcrmedinformedcrammed- 'crledcrledcurled:' ! of thisthiss-

cheme

Hi-
rsch

thiss-

cheme

Hi-
rsch

thiss-

cheme

Hi-
rschscheme ooff maneuver and. its obobjectj e ct early in thethe-

action

ite-

ration

the-

action

ite-

ration

the-

action

ite-

rationaction . Too much was left to the imaginationimagination-

of

imaginati-
onof inexperienced officers .

OPERAOPERATIONSOPElUTIONST IONS CNON JEPTJETJEPT1kJ) PTPTBTBPTIPI-1k1k- \BB\ ! B :
, R 27th27th.-

The

27th-

The

.

T11.eT11eThe;. 1stlItlot Corps issuediSSU'3diSSU3d' . orders in thethe-

early

eth-

ereally

the-

early

eth-

ereally

the-

early

eth-

ereallyearly morning of etemberae-'temberae'tembertembertrembleremberJe ;-;' temberember 27th for a continucontinu-continuacontinu-

ance

continu-

ance

continu-

ance

¬-

anceVance of the attachattack at 5:30530: A.IvAIvA.MAMIvA . ! :" . , designatingdesignating-

the

designati-
ngthe objective as the CombinedOombined. Armyrmyarmy First ObJec-

(48)

ObObjec-ObjecObjectObjec-

(48)

jec-jececojec-

(48)

-

(48)48( ) F.0.58F0.58F058. . , fivetivetie (48)48( ) . The 'BanksBanksTanks' anksankhs were ordered. to attackattack-

with

atta-
ck

attack-
let

attac-
ker

attack-
1st.Corps

attack-
1stCorpsIst.CorpsIstCorpsStopslet . Corps .

with the Infantry . The only tanks able to-

comply

T-

opcon

to-

comply

T-

opcon

toto-

comply

T-

opconcomply with this order wereTIereTierce four tanks thatthat-

had

thatc-

hed

that-

had

thatc-

hedhad gone up alongalonalone the AireAires RiveriV8r with the InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry the afternoon before and had not ralliedrallied-

with

ralli-
ed

rallied-

with

ralli-
ed

.
with the other tanks at PteFtePateFate . BoureuillesBoreholes3oureuilles.-

These

3oureuillesT-

hese

.

These four tanks were under command of 1st1st.-

Sergeant

1stS-

ergeant

.

3ergeantSergeant testerLester '7/.Atwood7.Atwood7.AtwoodAtwood'I.AtwoodI.AtwoodIAtwood7Atwood.'(/ . , Company "AnAn"AA" " , 345th345th-

Battalion

345th-

Battalion

345th-

BattalionBattalion ,. Tank Corps . ..SergeantSergeant. Atwood hadhad-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtacktaken this opportunity to indulge hiahisia oftenoften-

expressed

often-

expressed

often-

expressedexpressed desire to enter combat as a tanktankc-

ommander

anc-

horman

tankc-

ommander

anc-

horman

tankc-

ommander

anc-

hormancommander . He stated to me that he had re-rere-

ported

re-

ported

rere-

ported

¬-

ported . to the commanding officer of some regi-regi-Regisregi-

ment

regi-
ment

regiRegisregi-

ment

¬-

mentmeant that was operating along the riveriverdiver ( thethe-

110th

the-

110th

the-

110th110th InfantInfantryy ) . He was directeddireoted to have thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks preced.eprecede. the Infantry , following the rollingrolling-

barrage
roll-

ing
rolling-

barrage
roll-

ing
rolling-

barrage
roll-

ingbarrage . As it turned , out , the only barrage
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available was thathanthatt rurnisrunsfurnished1Gd by the infantryinfantry-

weapons
infa-

ntry
infantry-

weapons
infa-

ntry
infantry-

weapons
infa-

ntryweapons with1th the regimentrasimGntreassign . They went forwardforward-

during

forwa-

rded
forward-

during

forwa-

rded
forward-

during

forwa-

rdedduring the morningmorniY1tmorniY1 t, elpinehelpingalpinehelp ing-ingKingingtheingoted'- the Infantry inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter ,the capture ooff La G'oreeGoreeGoreCoretj'ortjorjour' ; e BermBernermeerneermejustcereus.justjust,. south ofof-

Iiontbla1nvi

of-

Montblainville

of-

MontblainvilleI\iontbla1nviIiontbla1nviMontblainville\ llele , and the village of jontblain-jontblainTontblain-TontblainJonathanTotalingjontblain-

ville
7ontblain--

ville
7ontbl-

ain
vil-le vil-e .,;Tontblai-

nville

: -

villevile itself . Afterfterafter the capture of the latterlatter-

villase

cater-

pillars
latter-

village
after-

image
latter-

village
after-

imagevillasevillagevillas these tanks then rrovedliovedaovedrovedlovedabove! ! west into enemyenem-

yter'i

enem-

y(48a

enem-

yterritory .ter'iteriTerriterritory!' tory along; the edgeed e otof01' "frifri'"'thethe' lreliree ff6res'Lf6resLfbresifibresresRees 't ,. fromfrom-

where

fro-
wner

from-

where

fro-
wner

from-

where

fro-
wnerwhere a large volume of machine rungunun fire waswa-

s(48a

was-

coming

abs-

conding

was-

(48-a

wa-

s(48
w-

as48
a

(48-a(4848a(48a3rs.Lxp( - ) i.3rs.axpi3rs.axpi3rsaxpi'drs.lJxpidrs.lJxpidrslJxp-3rs.Lxp3rs.Lxpsideslip'-
. . !. . coming (48-a(4848a( - ) .

Of the tanks assembled at FterteFate . Bour-BourBournBou-

reuilles

Bor-

eholes

Bou-

reuilles

Bor-

eholes
Sour-

-euilles
S-our
eu-

illes
ex-

iles
-

euillesexiles , only eleven (11)were(11)11( ) were found to be inin-

a

Gi-

na(49)49( ) Operations ., a fit condition for battle (4949(49)49( ) . AnotherAnother-
p.22

Another-

platoon
Ano-

ther
p.22p22. .

PersPeersFers.1xp-Fers.1xpFers.1xpplatoonp.22.Pers.iiixpp22Pers.iiixpp22Persiiixp. xp .- platoon was put in shape by noon and. joined thethe-

forward

th-

eocrat

the-

forward

th-

eocratforward group in Montblainville in the latelate-

afternoon

an-
teater

late-

afternoon

an-
teaterafternoon , but with the loss of two tanksonetankstanks-tankstanksone-
by

tank-
s

- oneone-

by

Con-

ey

one-

by

Con-

ey

one-

by

Con-

eyby artillery fire and one through mechanicalmechanica-

ltrouble-

mechanica-

ltrouble
mecha-

nical
mechanic-

altroubleon
mech-

anical(50)50( ) ConreyCoreyConrey-
.Pers

Conrey-
Pers

Conve-yers
. trouble-troubletroubleontrouble- on the way up . (50)50( ) The eleven tankstanks-

that

tan-
ks

tanks-
Pers.i.xp

tanks-

that

tan-
ks

Pers.ExPersExPerspexPers.i.xpPersi.xpPersixpPersiaParsnip. .xp];) .,

that left the assembly position early in thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning made the error ooff trying to move upup-

aoross

pa-

pooses

up-

across

p-

arrots

up-

across

p-

arrotsaorossacross countryoountry between the forest and the riverriver-

This

riv-
er

*.

This terrain was so badly cutout up by trenchestrenches-

and

trench-
es

trenches-

and

trench-
es

trenches-

and

trench-
esand pitted with shell holes that the tanks ha-

ddifficulty

ha-

ddifficulty

had .-

difficulty
d-

ifficulty
.

difficulty In getting through at all . TheThe-

hour

Th-

eory

The-

hour

Th-

eory

The-

hour

Th-

eoryhour for the morning attack was long pastpast.-

Ye

past-

Ye

pas-

te

.

NeWe. had .. reached a point about one kilometerkilometer-

northwest
kilo-

meter
kilometer-

northwest
kilo-

meter
kilometer-

northwest
kilo-

meternorthwest of VarennesArdennes and. were amusing ourselvesourselves-

by

ourselv-
es

ourselves-

by

ourselv-
es

ourselves-

by

ourselv-
esby taking shots at small groups ooff Germans who
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could be seen at frefarefrequentuentUsenet Intervals up on thethe-

hillside
th-

rills
the-

hillside
th-

rillshillside to the west of us , and in returningreturning-

machine

retur-
ning

returning-

machine

retur-
ningmachine gun fire thatth t was coming from the edgeedge-

o

edg-

e

edge-

of
ed-

geofo f the woods , when a message came from thethe-

Brigade

he-

rring
the-

Brigade

he-

rringBrigade CommanderCornmanderCorrCorer antler directing that the tankstanks-

patrol

trans-

plant
tanks-

patrol

trans-

plantpatrol the edge of the forest and silence thethe-

machine

te-

aching
the-

machine

te-

aching
the-

machineuns

te-

achingmachinemachinerunsmachineriesz/;-unsunsrunsHuns- s that were holding up the leftleftr-

egiment

defr-

agmenter

leftr-

egiment

defr-

agmenterregiment in the 28th Division sector (112th112th(112th-

Infantry

(112th-

Infantry

112th-

Infantry

(

Infantry ) . '
.YeYe.VeVe'dede.,' immediatelyimmed.iately. proceeded to locatelocate-

the

loca-
te

locate-

the

loca-
tethe advanced positions of this regiment andand-

found

adj-

ourned

and-

found

adj-

ournedfound them about 600 meters south of LesLeesLes-

Escomportes

Les-

EscomportesEscomportesDecompress FermeFermaFemmeForma ., northwest of VarennesArdennesVarennes.-

The

Varennes-

The

Ardenn-
es

.

The case was hopeless from the start . TheTh-

eunderbrush

Th-

underbirds

Th-

eunderbrush

Th-

underbirdsunderbrush was as thick as the hair on the pro-propro-

verbial

pro-

verbial

propro-

verbial

¬-

verbialverbal dog'sdogsdog ' back and was still clothed inin-

its

u-

nits

in-

its

u-

nitsits foliage . It was impossible to seeGee tenten-

yards

stee-

lyards

ten-

yards

stee-

lyardsyards in any direction except up paths or roadsroads.-

When

roads-

When

broads-

heet

.

When our ttankss entered these thickets everythingeverything-

was

everythi-
ngwas peacefulpeaoefu1 andLand quiet , but as we were leavingleaving-

they

leavi-
ng

leaving-

they

leavi-
ngthey would give us a farewell salvo with allall-

the

alt-

hea

all-

the

alt-

heathe machinemaohine gunsUunsHuns near . All of the lanes andand-

roads

and-

roids

and-

roads

and-

roidsroads were blocked with great bundles and rollsrolls-

of

rol-
ls

rolls-

of

rol-
lsof barbed wire and felled trees , making themthem-

impassable

them-

impassableimpassable even for tanks . We prooeededproceededproceeded-

through

proce-
eded

proceeded-

through

proce-
ededthrough and . along the edge of the forest forfor-

about

for-

ecourt

for-

about

for-

ecourtabout two kilometers until we were almost duecluedue-

west

de-

wiest

'

west of MontblainvilleMontblainv11le . We were not awareaware-

of

awa-

re

aware-

of

awa-

reotof the fact that this village had . been takentaken-

by

take-

n
taken-

by

take-

nb7by our troopstroop. until we met the four tanks thatthat-

were

the-

ater

that-

were

the-

aterwere operating out of there to the-westthewest- ., As
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we were not accomplishingaocomplishing anything tangibletangible-

and

tangib-

le
,

and were well within the enemy lines , we thoughtthough-

tit

though-

ti
thoug-

htiti t advadvisableadvisabJei sablsable a to getet in touchtouohtooth with our own troopstroops-

again

propag-

ating

troops-

again

propag-

ating

troops-

again

propag-

atingagain . As we left the forest and started easteast-

we

East-

er

east-

we

East-

er

east-

we

East-

erwe seemed to be passing through all of thethe-

machine

te-
aching

the-

machine

te-
aching

the-

machine

te-
achingmachine guns and anti-tankantitank- gunsfansg ns that had beebeerbeen-

kicked

ben-

eficed

,

kicked out of MontblainvilleMontbla1nville . They pepperedpeppered-

us

pepper-

edus from all sidess1aes with their smallsm&llsmll& stuff , add-addadd-

ing

add-

ing

addadd-

ing

¬-

ingKing a big "whamwham" " every so often from theirtheir-

wicked

theo-

rized
their-

wicked

theo-

rized
their-

wicked

theo-

rizedwicked 16mml6mm anti-tankantitank- gun . This gun was veryvery-

effective

very-

effective

very-

effectiveeffective and would penetrate tank armor veryvery-

easily

ove-

reats
very-

easily

ove-

reats
very-

easily

ove-

reatseasily with a normal impact . The fact thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe gun was about as dangerous to the firerfairer asas-

to

As-

ton

as-

to

As-

tonto the one fired at saved us considerableconsiderable-

trouble
conside-

rable
considerable-

trouble
conside-

rable
considerable-

trouble
conside-

rabletrouble . The general pract1practicepractiveproactivee seemed to bebe-

to

bet-

tor

be-

to

bet-

tor

be-

to

bet-

torto place the butt of the rifle against a treetree-

point

reap-

point

,

point it in the general direction of thethe-

target

he-

ctare
the-

target

he-

ctare
the-

target

he-

ctaretarget , and pull the trigger . The few deaddead-

gunners

dea-

deners

dead-

gunners

dea-

deners

dead-

gunners

dea-

denersgunners of this class who were fouMfounldforumfoundfoufould had veryvery-

heavy

over-

head

very-

heavy

over-

head

very-

heavy

over-

headheavy pads in the shape of short pillows fas-fasfadsfas-

tened

fas-

tened

fasfadsfas-

tened

¬-

tenedtensed to their shoulders . As we came outout-

into

moun-

taintop

out-

into

moun-

taintop

out-

into

moun-

taintopinto the open just west of the village thethe-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartilyartillery opened up on us . We
. lost one tanktank-

from

ta-
nk

tank-

from

ta-
nkfrom this fire . After getting the tanks underunder-

cover

under-

cover

under-

covercover from artillery observation I reportedreported-

to

reporte-

d
.,

to the Battalion Commander of the Infantry unitunit-

that

unt-

haw

unit-

that

unt-

haw

unit-

that

unt-

hawthat occupiedoCaQpiedcapsized the village . The gantryiA antrygantry lineline-

ran

inerr-

ant

line-

ran

inerr-

ant

line-

ran

inerr-

antran aroundaroumd , the west side of the town in an 014old014-

overgrown

old-

overgrown

ho-

ldover
old-

overgrown

ho-

ldoverovergrown and . half-filled-uphalffilleduphalt-filled-uphalt- .- trenchtrenoh , then around.
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and through the cemetery which occupied, thethe-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ighthigh ground , in the north edge of the tovrntowntorntown.-

There

town-

There

downh-

earted

.

There appeared to be no enemy to the east to-toto-

ward

to-

ward

toto-

ward

¬-

ward the river-riverriverorriverriver , "- or at least there was no firefirec-

oming

fireb-

ombing

firec-

oming

fireb-

ombing

firec-

oming

fireb-

ombingcoming from that direction . The position waswa-

sgetting

wa-

gering
wa-

sgetting

wa-

gering
wa-

sgetting

wa-

geringgetting enemy fire from the front ,. the leftleft-

and

leftw-

ard

left-

and

leftw-

ard

left-

and

leftw-

ardand from the left rearrear--rearrearnotrearmost- - not a comfortablecomforcomfort table placeplace-

to

place-

bo

place-

to

place-

bo

place-

to

place-

boto occupyocaupy with night coming on . The InfantryInfantryC-

ommander
Infa-ntry
InfantryC-

ommander
Infa-ntry
InfantryC-

ommander
Infa-ntryCommander asked me if I would move my tankstanks-

against

trans-

lations

tanks-

against

trans-

lations

tanks-

against

trans-

lationsagainst the machine guns to his left front , asas-

they

A-

shley

as-

they

A-

shley

as-

they

A-

shleythey were causingoausingpausing him the most losses . I toldtold-

him

to-
ld

told-

him

to-
ld

told-

him

to-
ldhim that it would be v/orthvorthworthNorth/ trying if he couldcould-

spare

co-
lds

could-

spare

co-
lds

could-

spare

co-
ldsspare enough Infantry to mop the devils up afterafter-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

me

after-

the

afterti-

methe tanks chased them into their holes ,. otherother-other-

wise

other-

wise

other-

wise

¬-

wise we would only get a lot of artillery putput-

down

put-

down

put-

downdown on us without accomplishing anything . HeHe-

oould

S-

hould

IHe-

oould

S-

hould

IeIe-

could

De-

coupledoouldcouldGould not furnish any infantry support andand-

agreed

ban-

daged

and-

agreed

ban-

daged

and-

agreed

ban-

dagedagreed that I was probably right and called thethe-

party

he-

arty
the-

party

he-

arty
the-

party

he-

artyparty off . He then requested that we remainremain-

in

remaini-

ng

remain-

in

remaini-

ng

remain-

in

remaini-

ngin the village to assist them in case of aa-

oounter

a-

nointer

a-

counter

c-

ounter

a-

counter

c-

ounteroountercounter attackattaok which he was.asas. expecting . dede-

stayed

de-

stroyed

iV-

estayed

ov-

erstayed

ee-

stayed

s-

tayedstayed there until evening and then pulled backback-

to

backst-

op

back-

to

backst-

op

back-

to

backst-

opto VarennesArdennes for a refill of gas and oil , thisthis-

being

chis-

eling

this-

being

chis-

eling

this-

being

chis-

elingbeing as far forward as our supply trucks hadhad-

oome

hand-

some

had-

come

hand-

some

had-

come

hand-

someoomecomeNome . We here met up with the kitchenkitohen and re-rere-

oeived

re-

ceived

re-

ceived

rere-

ceived

¬-

ceivedoeivedcleavedoeuvre our first hot meal since the evening of-

September

o-

ffset
of

(51)51( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPer.s.ExpPerspexPer.sPersPeers. . EX}) . September 26th25th (51)51( ) .

A rather amusing incident happenedhappened-

to

happen-

edto one tank orewcrewore during this expedition into
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the enemy'senemysenemy' forest retreat . AccordingAocording to thethe-

sergeant's

the-

sergeant's

the-

sergeant's

the-

sergeants
ste-

eragewayssergeant'ssergeants' story , they were driving up one ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe woodland lanes when they met up with aa-

German

G-

erman

a-

German

G-

erman

a-

G-erman

a-

G
e-

rman
B-

ermanGerman- kitchen setsetopstop-opopup- and doingdoindoing' "businessbusiness" withwith-

a

with-

ala prepared dinner of corned beef and cabQagecabbagecaboage.-

with

caboage-

with

abioge-

nist

.,

with trimmings , all ready to serve . Of coursecourse-

the

corse-

ted

course-

the

corse-

ted

course-

the

corse-

tedthe cooks , .f.Pf.PfP.

"':'.' '" .PP.P.sP.sPs. . s and interested bystandersbystanders-

were

bystand-
ers

'bystanders-

were

bystanders-

were

bystand-
ers

'

were somewhat surprised to first hear and thenthen-

see

ten-

se
then-

see

ten-

sesee this iron monster breakbrealboreal: into their culinaryculinary-

estab11sr

culinary-

establishment

culinary-

establishmentestab11srestablishmententKent . They Immediately took to theirtheir-

heels

ethe-

real
their-

heels

ethe-

real .", III-

Iheels
I-

nheres
/"

heels , being helped along by a round ofof"T-TIE/tof"TofTTIEtof"TTIEtfromof"HE"from-

the

ofHEfrom-

the

HE.- fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe tank'stanks' one-pounderonepounderponder- . According to thethe-

boy's

the-

boy's

the-

boy's

the-

boys

Th-

ebesboy'sboys' story , they got out and helped themselvesthemselves-

and

themselv-

es
,

and to prove their yarn they brought with themthem-

a

the-
ma bucketful of the corned-beef-andcornedbeefand- - .

During the day ordFordordersrs were receivedreceived-

placing

rece-
ived

received-

placing

rece-
ived

received-

placing

rece-
ivedplacing both tank units west of the AireAires RiverRiver-

in

Riv-
er

River-

in

Riv-
er

River-

in

Riv-
erin one detachment and placing 1stlstlast LieutenantLieutenantT-

homas

Lieute-
nant

LieutenantT-

homas

Lieute-
nant(52)52( ) War DiaryDiary-

345th
Thomas C . Brown in command of-theoftheof .- the group (52)52( ) <.

345th Bn .
Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . The commander of the forward groups ., CaptainCaptain-

Ranulf

Cap-
tain

Captain-

Ranulf

Cap-
tain

Captain-

Ranulf

Cap-
tainRanulfAnnul Compton , Tank Corps , directed that thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks remain in VarennesArdennes during the night andand-

that

can-

tata

and-

that

can-

tata

and-

that

can-

tatathat the necessary mechanicalmechanioal adjustments bebe-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

adedmade next morning before the tanks moved outout.-

This

out-

This

mo-

uths

.

This , I ththink1 rue , was a mistake . The tanks shai2l.dshai2ldshai2l.d-

have

shushun l1dl1-

dhave

id-

have

I-

da
.

have been left up front near the Infantry , andand-

should

han-

dhold

and-

should

han-

dhold

and-

should

han-

dholdshould have been susuppliedplied there instead of hav-havhavehav-

ing

hav-

ing

havhavehav-

ing

¬-

ingKing them comeoomeNome backbaokbook for servicing . I foui1dfouldfouledfoui1-

dthat

fould-

that
fou-

led
fouA-

dthat

floata-

tionthat when the tanks were drawn back every even-

29

even-

294

even-eveneven-

29

-

29429 .



ingKing for supply and . minor repairs the men andand-

some

hand-

some

and-

some

hand-

some
\

,
,

I
II

I

I
'

some officers developed, a rear echelon complexcomplex-

and

compl-

ex
complex-

and

compl-

ex\) and did not want to remain near the front lineslines-

during

insu-

ring
lines-

during

insu-

ring
lines-

during

insu-

ringduring the night . It was my experienceexperienoe thatthat-

to

tatt-

oo

that-

to

tatt-

oo

that-

to

tatt-

ooto allow men to enjoy the comparative luxuryluxury-

and

luxu-
ry

luxury-

and

luxu-
ryand CluieCluequiett 0off even one 2_2-ilomoter2ilomoterilometerkilometer=- in rear 0off thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsailassault lines makes them soft and unwilling toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove forward to assault positions in the veryvery-

early
ver-

bally

very-

early
ver-

ballyearly hours of the morning . Another oountcountMountcoun-

tagainst

cont-

agions
\
1\,

,

against the practice is that the movementmovernentgovernment baokbackbookback-

and

backh-

and

"back-

and

back-

and

backh-

and

"

' 44-

early

and forth causes a quite appreciable mechanioalmechanicalmechanioa-

ldeterioration

mechanica-

ldeterioration
mech-

anical(53)53( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPers.LxpPersLxpPerspexPersil. . deterioration that should be avoided (53)53(53).O-

PERATIONS

53.OP-

ERATIONS

53OP-

ERATIONS

( ) .

OPOPERATIONRATION3 ON SEPT MB'JRMBJRBR:IB ' R 28th28th.-

Fifteen

28th-

Fifteen

.

Fifteen tanks were assigned to theth ? 28th28th-

Division

28th-

Division

28th-

DivisionDivision on this date . Owing to the delay inin-

Varennes

in-

tervenes

in-

Varennes

in-

tervenes

in-

Varennes

in-

tervenesVarennesArdennes we did not reachreaoh the Infantry positionposition-

until
posit-

ion
position-

until
posit-

ion
position-

until
posit-

ionuntil about ten oclocko'clock*' . At this time thethe-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nantInfantry had advanced to the high ground justjust-

north

Ju-
stin

just-

north

Ju-
stin

just-

north

Ju-
stinnorth of Rau-de-VervauxRaudeVervauxFrauVera- - ., about 1000 metersmeters-

south

met-
ers

meters-

south

met-
ers

meters-

south

met-
erssouth of the town of ApremontPremonition , where they werewere-

held

wee-

ded

were-

held

wee-

ded

were-

held

wee-

dedheld up by enfilade machinemaohine gun fire from thethe-

edge

he-

dge

the-

edge

he-

dge

the-

edge

he-

dgeedge of the forest to the west whichwhioh swept thethe-

whole

hel-

lhole(54)54( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. ., whole plain to their front and left (54)54( ) . InIn-

reaohing

In-

creasing

In-

reaching

In-

creasing

In-

reaching

In-

creasingreaohingreaching the infantry position the tanks werewere-

compelled

were-

compelled

were-

compelledcompelled to crosscrOBSrOBS the high ,. bare ridge justjust-

out

ju-
st

just-

out

ju-
st

just-

out

ju-
stout ooff MontblainvilleMontbla1nville , with a perfectperfeot skylineskyline-

exp

skyli-
ne

skyline-

exposure

sky-
line

skyline-

exposure

sky-
lineexpexposure0 sure . The German Artillerymen had thisthis-

ridge

th-
ird

this-

ridge

th-
ird

this-

ridge

th-
irdridge perfectly registered and. couldoouldGould , andd Aiddid ,.
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put concentrations on it withinTIithinTithing thirty secondsseconds-

of

secon-

ds

seconds-

o

second-

s

seconds-

of

secon-

dsofo f the least sign ooff movement to crosscrossew-
ere

crosso-
ver

,. 'dede'de-

were

''
., IeIe-

were

V-

iewer

/e-

were

e-

were

e-

wer

/

were no exceptioneXcf3ption to the ruletrunletruleanduplandrule t, and . I am inclinedinclined-

to

incline-

dto think that we received rather more than the-

usual

th-

us
the-

usual

th-

us
thethe-

usual

th-

ususual allotment . They followed us with firefire-

right
fire-

fight
fire-

right
fire-

fight
fire-

right
fire-

fightright downdovmdvm into the ravine where the InfantryInfantry-

supports
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

supports
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

supports
Infa-

ntrysupports were tolocatedlocatecateclcartel . ., Here we sotgot roundlyroundly-

cursed

roun-
dly

roundly-

cursed

roun-
dly

roundly-

cursed

roun-
dlycursed out by rank and file for drawing artilleryartillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillery-

fire
artille-

ryfire to their position . The tanks crocerocroasedcrossedcreasedsedseed thethe-

ridge

her-

itage

the-

ridge

her-

itage

the-

ridge

her-

itageridge in column at about fifty yards distancedistance.-

We

distance-

We

distanc-
e

.

Wee had no casualties . At the request ooff thethe-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nantInfantry Commander , one platoon of tanks waswas-

sent

ass-

ent
was-

sent

ass-

ent
was-

sent

ass-

entsent against the machine gun,c in positions in thethe-

forest

the-

orems

the-

forest

the-

orems

the-

forest

the-

oremsforest that were causincausingcausing the Infantry so muchmuc-

htrouble

muc-

htrouble

muc-

htroubletrouble . They accomplished very little otherother-

than

mothe-

rland

other-

than

mothe-

rland

other-

than

mothe-

rlandthan to draw artillery fire , as no guns could bebe-

located

re-

located

be-

located

re-

located

be-

located

re-

locatedlocated in the thick underbrush . About eleveneleven-

o'clock

eleven-

o'clock

eleven-

oTclock

ele-
veno'clockoclock' General KolanNolanKlan and one oof his staffstaff-

officers

sac-
rifices

staff-

officers

sac-
rifices

staff-

officers

sac-
rificesofficers came up to inquire into the situationsituation-

and

situati-
on

situation-

and

situati-
onand to devise some means of getting forwardforward.-

He

forward-

He

forward-

ed

.

He asked me if the tanks could get into ApremontPremonitionApremont-

and

Premonit-

ion

Apremont-

and

Premonit-

ion

Apremont-

and

Premonit-

ionand when couldoouldGould. . they go . I told him that wew-

ecould

de-

coupled

w-

ecould

de-

coupled

w-

ecould

de-

coupledcould try and would be ready to move withinwithin-

fifteen
wit-

hin
within-

fifteen
wit-

hin
within-

fifteen
wit-

hinfifteen minutes . He set the hour for movmovemovingmoving-

at
movi-

ng

moving-

at
movi-

ng

ngng-

at

gn-

atat 12:301230: P.MPM. . As It was Impossible to get any-anyany-

thing

any-

thing

anyany-

thing

¬-

thing across the plain south of ApremontPremonition onon-

aocount

un-

accounted

on-

account

un-

accounted

on-

account

un-

accountedaocountaccount of machine gun and artillery fire , thethe-

saheme

he-

athen

the-

scheme

th-

resh
the-

sxheme

th-

reshsahemeschemesachem was for the tanks , in columnoolumn , to move up
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the road . under cover of the high cliff thatthat-

extended

sta-

tuette
that-

extended

sta-

tuetteextendextendedd, alongalonalone the west side of the AireAires lireriiVerlirediveriiVer-

valley

pivo-

tally
i er-

valley

de-

rivablevalley all the way to the vvillavillageillasvillas'ee' e . ThiThaiThiss was aa-

rather

f-

arther

a-

rather

f-

arther .rather unusual formation.viformationformation .v/i.vi.vviv/ithvithFrithitchFroth'/ th 'iihiiihiiii'
4- -hich4h-ichh- itch- hiehhidech to invadinvadeinvade-

enemy

inv-
ade

invade-

enemy

inv-
adeenemy territerritorytO J , but iitt w-.sw.sw.ssw ',-. s the only one thatthat-

fitted
ha-

bited
that-

fitted
ha-

bitedfitted, that :particular situation ,. verythingEverythingEverything-

started
Everyt-

hing
everything-

started

everyt-
hingstarted, .asa.s :planned., butb1.1.tb11.tb11t.. did not gotgatgetgait very farfar.-

The

farT-

he
fart-

her

.

The winding road soon lost vsus to sihtsightsl .":ht of thethe-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nantInfantry but we thought they were followingfollowlnefollow usus.-

One

us-

One

sc-

one

.

One tcinktankchink ( the rear one ) had been detailed toto-

act

t-
act

to-

act

t-
actact as a connecting file , but it soemsseemsoems that hehe-

neglected

ge-

nuflected

he-

neglected

ge-

nuflectednegleotedneglected his job , as we did. not know for certaincertain-

that

certai-
nty

certain-

that

certai-
ntythat the Infantry was not following until wew-

ereached

e-

arache

w-

ereached

e-

arachereached ApremontPremonition: . JeWee paraded through the vil-vilevilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

vilevilvil-

lage

¬-

lagelager then back and dodownm as far as the riverriver-

where

river-

head

,

wheI'ewheIewherewheel' we could see that the bridge was outout-

then

Sou-

thern

,

then back to locate our troops . JeIdee met nono-

serious

un-

serious

no-

serious

un-

seriousserious resistance , as momo-s-t-mostmost-mostmostofmostomost- - -- ooff the German occuoccu-occuroccu-

pants

occu-

pants

occu-

pants

¬-

pants had taken care to keep out of sight duringduring-

our

duri-
ng

during-

our

duri-
ngour raid . VeWeVie foundround the Infantry held up: byby-

machine

bo-

mbazine

by-

machine

bo-

mbazinemachine JunJuan. inn fire some 800 meters bac2bacback]:: . ItIt-

seems

It-

ems
It-

seems

It-

emsseems that the Germans had light machine gunsguns-

concealed

unc-

oncealed

guns-

concealed

unc-

oncealedoonoealedconcealed , along the high cliff to our left andand-

as

pan-

das

and-

as

pan-

dasas soon as the tanks had passed they opened upup.-

on

up-

on

up-

on.onon. the Infantry and made them take oovercoverovercover-

The

cov-
ert

,.

The expedition was reorganized . , the supposedsupposed-

enemy

suppo-

sed
supposed.-

enemy

supposed-

enemy

suppo-

sed
.

enemy positions along the cliff were shelledshelled-

with

shell-

ed
shelled.-

with

shelled-

with

shell-

ed
.

with 37mm guns and. machinemaohine guns , and . another
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try was rnmadernad.ernadegraded.eded.ev1.. ,. \v1v1\withth the sames imernedimeArne reresultsuIt as the firstfirst-

ore

firest-

one

first-

ore

firest-

one

first-

ore

firest-

oneore . except that the tantans' :-ss- s did. not pass throuthouthroughthrough-

the

thoug-

ht
through-

the

thoug-

ht
hh-

the

h-

itherthe village this time . A third and ffilccess1successfulsuccessful-

try
successfu-

lly
sue cessful-

try

11-

trytry was made about sundown and1d. LieutenantsLieutenantsB-

owes
Lieuten-

ants
LieutenantsB-

owes
Lieuten-

ants
lieutenantsB-

owes
lieutena-

ntsBowes and Roy in command. of ten tantan.stans'
. :. : s precededpreceded-

the

preced-

ed
preceded-

the

preced-

ed
preceded-

the

preced-

edthe Infantry into ApremontPremonition and tthee villavillagee waswas-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ing

was-

in

wash-

ingin American hands . The formation for thith.ithinth .± ?.-

last

l-

ast
.

last and successful try was somewhat differentdifferentf-

rom
differ-

ent
differentf-

rom
differ-

ent
differentf-

rom
differ-

entfrom the previous two . The tan-.stan.stan.sstankstanstan - . s wereware splitsplit-

up.ir.to

split-

up

spl-
it

split-

up

spl-
itup.ir.toupir.toupirtoquirtQuitoup . into.into. . small detachments and distributed alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe Infantry column to take care of any machinemachine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

negun fire from the "bluffbluff" along the road by smothsmoth-smoothsmot-

hering

smot-

hering

smot-

hering

¬-

eringerring it with highhi h explosive shells from thethe-

tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

etatank 37rmn37rnm37mm guns . The Infantry CommanderConwanderConunanderContainer rcqu0stedrcqu0sted-

that

roroqujsted-

that
roust-

ed
auoauto stedsteedsted-

that

stea-

dfastthat the tanstan---stanstan .- . .:-
- s remain in the villavillage. e durindurianduring thethe-

night

he-

ight
the-

night

he-

ight
the-

ni

th-
ennightht to help ward off ''the'the almost inevitableinevitable-

counter
inevit-

able
inevitable-

counter
inevit-

able
inevitable-

counter
inevit-

ablecounter attack . One platoon was left in posi-posipositposi-

tion

posi-

tion

posipositposi-

tion

¬-

tionion just below the town and the rest of thethe-

ta.nks

tet-

anus

the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aksta.nkstanks. returned to Montblainville where the ad-adad-

vanced

ad-

(55)

adad-

vanced

¬-

(55)55( ) Pers.ExnPersExnPers.Ext-Pers.ExtPerspexPers.Extvaneed. .- vancedvaneedvanceannexed C.PCP. . and Park had been located (55)55( ) .

WarWarD-DD-D1: iarliar.rjrrjrrr. ,r .345th345th.
.

.345th-
Bn

5th5th-
EnEnBn . As has been noticed, perhapserhaps , thethe-

Tanks

te-

aks
the-

Tanks

te-

aks
the-

Tanks

te-

aksTanks had ceasedoea.sedoeasedeased. to opoperateera.te as companiescompaniecompanieds . AllAll-

tanks

Sal-

tpans

All-

tanks

Sal-

tpans

All-

tanks

Sal-

tpanstanks had been pooled into one group and operoper-doperoper-

ated

oper-

ated

oper-

ated

¬-

atedacted as suchsuohsough without regard to company designadesigna-designdesigna-

tion

designa-

(56)

designa-

tion

¬-

(56)56( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . tionion (56)56( ) . I believe this to have been aa-

mistake

m-

istake

a-

Brig.Hist.p.37
a-

mistake

m-

istake
BrIg.HIstp.37BrIgHIstp.37BrIgHIstp37Brig.Hist.p.37. .: . .

mistake ,. as it tended to kiki,3ki3ki-iHkiiH,- spriteepr1tesprit© and gavegave-

the

gam-

ete

gave-

the

gam-

ete- the men a feeling that they liddid. not belong toto-

anyth1ng

to-

l

too-

l

to-

anything-

to-

anything

t-
ainting

to-

anythinga
t-

ainting
I / "

l ; . .:/ anyth1ng-anyth1nganyth1ngaanything-anythinganythinga- a sort of orphan feeling .
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CP irtATIOcitation:. RATIOrJJRatioATIOrTPatriotJJ CN 0Jipr5R;1hr' r ;,. ,
;'

.

' SR"

'. ;:, R 2929th29th.-

The

29th-

The

th .

The allotment of tan.LstanLstans.. : on this datedate-

to

dat-
e

date-

bo

dat-
e(57)3rig.Hist(57)57( ) 3ris.Hist3risHist3rig.Hist3rigHist;3ri .Hist.-

Operations
Hist.-

Operations
HistO-

perations
Disc-

olorations
Dispr-

oportions
. . to- thejstthe.irstttheisttheirsthe 'JJ.'.irsttirsttfirst.. /jstjstjest/ :; s tf rn DDetachmentDc-mentDcmentmeantet8 chmenchen- t wasW2.SW2S. .rr.fifteeni fteenteen (57)57(57).-

There

57.T-

here
57T-

here

( ) .
OpclOPECOperationsa tionsions .

There was no special activity on theVie 28th28th-

Division

28th-

Division

28th-

DivisionDivision front on this date other than to ad-adad-

vance

ad-

vance

adad-

vance

¬-

vance the rightri ht slightlyslihtly and to consolidateconsolidate-

their
consoli-

date
consolidate-

their
consoli-

date
consolidate-

their
consoli-

datetheir position in ApremontPremonition . The left was stillstill-
held

stil-
led

still-
held

stil-
led

still-
held

stil-
led

still-
heldup

sti-
lledheld -upup- by the enemy position on Le CheneCheney TonTonduTonedTon&u.-

Two

Tonu.T-

wo

TonuT-

wo
To-

ut
On-

to
.uu&. .

Two platoons of t8ntc-ink.stcink.stcink.sinkstcnnschinkscans- :_
. s under Lieutenants LUbbs-

and

Clu-

bs
' lbbsibbslbsdibslbbs-

ancl

lb-s
ibbs-

and

Gib-

sonanclandencl loyiioycloyidiocyoy wei"eweieva'cevacewereweeVance' " sentsertset:. ,into.ntcntcnc:!. Apremont.ApremontPremonition. to be used inin-

case

in-

case

in-

casecase of need . Some patrolling was ordered toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe north but the attempt brought a quick, re-rere-

prisal
re-

prisal
rere-

prisal

¬-

prisalperusal from the German artillery and was aban-abanABAaban-

donedas

aba-

ndoned

aban-

donedas

aba-

ndoned
abanABAaban-

donedas

aba-

ndoned

¬-

donedasOneidas, no Infantry action was contemplated-

(58)

contemplate-

d58

contemplated

(58)4ar(58)58( ) .iariar4arliar. ar DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
545th

(58)58( ) . The tankstanl\stanlstan\: were hheldld all night inin-

Apremont

in-

crement

in-
345th

in-

Apremont

in-

crement
345th 13nBenBn-
.Pers

Bn-
Pers

Bo-
ners

.

ParsPers.ExpPersExpPerspex.ExpExp. xp . ApremontPremonition under the iimmediatenediatemediate orders of GeneralGeneral-

Nolan

Gen-
eral

3-eneral-

Kolan 3eneral-
Kolan

gen-
eral

-

Nolan , to be used in the event of an expectedexpected-

German

expe-
cted

expected-

German

expe-
ctedGerman counter attackattaak , which did not materialmaterial-material-

ize

material-

ize

material-

ize

¬-

izesize . The remainder of the tanks were heldheld-

in

Sheld-

on

held-

in

Sheld-

on(59)59( ) ft'arftarNarWartarMar' DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

in reserve at the assembly position (59)59( ) .

345th BnBn.O-

perations.Pers.fixp

BnO-

perationsPers.fixp

BnO-

perationsPersfixp

Bo-

therations
.

Operations .
PeraPetraPers.ExpPersExpPerspex. EJq) . OPERATIONS 33PTJMB3RSEPT.2TBCRSEPT2TBCR3E T . rB R 30th30th.-

No

30th-

No

.

No operation of any note took placeplace-

on

place-

bo

place-

on

place-

bo

place-

on

place-

boon the Division front/duringfrontduringfront.d.uringfrontd.uringfrontduringfoundering/. . this date . TwoTw-

otank

Tw-

eak

Tw-

otank

Tw-

eak

Tw-

otank

Tw-

eaktank platoons were held in readiness at Apre-ApreAprApre-

mont

Premo-

nition

Apre-

mont

Premo-

nition

ApreAprApre-

mont

Premo-

nition

¬-

mont during the day and night , but no actionaction-

developed

auct-

ioneer
action-

developed

auct-

ioneer
action-

developed

auct-

ioneerdeveloped . (60)60( ) . On this date P.OPOF.OFOF.QFQ. . No.61No61No.61-

.First

No61-

.First

No61-

First

. .,

First Army Corps , directed , that all tanks be
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withdrawn to reserve position in the vicinityvicinity-

of

vicinit-
yo

vicinit-
y(61)61( ) .IarIarWarAir'

. ar DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

Diary-
545th

ofo f .:rontblainvilleJontb1ainvilleII"ontblainvilleIIontblainville,
" . This was done with thethe-

exception

tel-

escoping

the-

exception

tel-

escoping

the-

exception

tel-

escoping
345th 13nBn3n.-
F.O

3n-
F.O

3n-
FO

.
F.OFO. . 6161.-
Pers.iCxp

61-
Pers.iCxp

61-
PersiCxp

. exception of the twotwo platoons in Apremontti.premonttipremontPremonitionimplement. (61)61( ) .

PersPeers} ers . LxpLpxpx-

pl

p-

l

.

OPERATIONOPERATIONSJ OCTOB-COCTOBCOC'rO,3G3OCrO3G3OCTOBEROCTO-3j.1stOCTO3j.1stOCTO3j.1st3j1stOCT'

,- -_, . . 1st .

The 55th Brigade on this date organorgan-organ-

ized

organ-

ized

organ-

ized

¬-

izedsized a local attack to the west of ApremontPremonition toto-

the

t-
ote

to-
r

to-
a

tor-

e

toa-

d

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote/l-lr

the strestarestreamn of CroisetteRosette
. , .

. The time 0ofr the-

attack

hea-

rtache

theli) / -
. '

.-> . .
" 'hh'. " . . ,

," I ""II" : .l'r.lrlr.' :/ :
" ':11.:.fl'S'W-.flSW.fl'S'WflSWfalls..fl'S'W.i'

."'' ' - I).i-.i. .-

iattack
-' r' .

IIL
NILNi

I-

e

.
!

.

{

'< J

. , IiIi-

I , l' "

. ,

a

' ' \ '
attack was set for six oTclocko'clockoclock' ,. verythingeverything, everything-

was

everythi-
ng

verythingW-

E.a

averti-
ng

" \
WE.aWEawasWeak. r.eareaareaready. .yy. aandd.tdt.,.tlJCtlJCtlC.tt. > > oe ,..aUacaUacaqua. ., .1t1tat!. '* aar; '' : '

.

:!ot off.. asgS3.s3s,. sCileclull3seescl-edulod-

the
sc-l
edulodt-

he
s-c
bedcloth-

es
- eciu1t3d. ,

the tv/otvotwo/ platoons of tanks commanded byjieutenby Lieuten-

ants

?lieuten-

ants
lieutenLieuten-jieuten-jieutenlieutenantjieuten-

ants

lieuten-

ants

¬-
. . ,. . .. . . -.

,"
" : \

ff-

r

; ants IIeitzHeitzIiiHeist and Louiselle"prcccline.theLouiselleprcccline.theLouiselleprccclinetheLouiselleprcccling'theLouiselleprccclingtheLouiselle.proodinLouiselleproodin",.

,
.
;; .

," .' the InfantryInfantry.-

But

Infantry-

But

Infant-
ry

.
' - ' ' '

'
4.4-

But
. . . ._ . . _. . , . \"

"

- , . , .- . " A, f}". )
,l
:/
'

. </r. !, But it seems that the 3ocheBocheBroche had launched aa-

counter

c-

ounter

a-

counter

c-

ounter

a-

countor

a-

ccount
I '

f counter attack of their own against the villagevillage-

at

villag-

eat 55:30530: 30 A-tAtA .
-

',
"'
-. . . The two attacks met on the openopen-

fie1Q

ope-

nfield

pref-

ixed

ope-

nfield

pref-

ixedfie1Qfield just west of ApremontPremonition . The Germans werewere-

probably

were-

probably

were-

probablyprobably as much surprised as we were at thethe-

daylight

he-

adlight
the-

daylight

he-

adlightdaylight encounter . The fight only lasted aa-

matter

a-

mateur

a-

matter

a-

mateur

a-

matter

a-

mateurmatter of minutes , but during this time fivefive-

tanks

river-

banks

five-

tanks

river-

banks

five-

tanks

river-

bankstanks were completelyoompletely wrecked by direct artilleryartillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillery-

fire
artille-

ry
artillery-

fire
artille-

ryfire , three of them with their crewsorewsores insideinside-

being

misde-

eming

inside-

being

misde-

eming

Inside-

being

Misde-

emingbeing burned. . A total of seven tanks of thethe-

ten

thre-

aten

the-

ten

thre-

aten

the-

ten

thre-

aten(62)62( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexPers.iGxp.-
War

PersiGxp.-
War

PersiGxp-
War

Perusi-ng
. . ten engaged were left on the field as casualtiescasualties(-

62)
casualtie-

s62
War Diary 345th345th-
Bn

345th-
Bn

345thB-

n.Operations

345th-

BnOperations
Bn . (62)62( 62 ) . Two G-ermanGermanGermanBerman- officersoffioers and 36 enlisted , menmen-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

aner

men-

were

me-

aner
Operations .,
(63)63( ) YarVarWarYardVary DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

Diary-
345th

were capturedoaptured by the Infantry (63)63( ) . SummarySummar-

yof

Summa-

ry
Summar-

yof

Summa-

ry
Summar-

yof

Summa-

ry345th BnEn .
of IntelligenceIntell'ig'enIntelligenIntelligericeIntelligent' ' ': e , 1st Army Corps , datedda.ted. . OotoberOctoberOotober-

2d

October-

2d

October-

2d2d , 1918 , containsoontains the statement regarding thisthis-

aotion

titr-

ation
this-

action

tris-

ection

this-

action

tris-

ectionaotionactionabortion : "PrisonersPrisoners" of the 2no2nd. LcLwLdwAllowLd . Division
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state that 'inin' the counter attack north ofof-

Apremont

of-

Apremont

of-

ApremontApremontPremonition they were completely demoralized , by ourour-

tanks

out-

ranks

our-

tanks

out-

ranks

our-

tanks

out-

rankstanks , as most of the soldiers as well asas-

most

al-

most

as-

most

al-

most

as-

most

al-

mostmost of the officers had . never seen tanks beforebefore.-

The

before-

The

beforeti-

me

.

The tanks did very effective work and. afterafter-

having

after-

shave

after-

having

after-

shave

after-

having

after-

shavehaving gone through the lines , turned aroundaround-

and

aoud-

ad
around-

and

aoud-

ad

.
and. came back through them again , at the samesame-

time

som-

etime(64)64( 64)64) WarVarWarVary DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

time inflicting casualties'Ifcasualties 'IfIf'nl(64)nl64111(64)11164(64)64( ) . The rem-remrem-

nants

rem-

345th
remrem-

nants

¬-
345th BnJ3n-

.Jtars
J3-

nJtars
.

stars andand-
.Stripes

and-
Stripes

an-
cestries

. nantsNantes of the tanktanlctalc platoons at ApremontApromontPremonitionPromote were withwith-wiwith-
stripes

wit-
cheries

with-

drawn

th-thth-

drawn

th-

rown

¬-
tr1pesstripes .

drawn into reserve in the vicinivicinityvicinityty of 1ontblain-ontblainMontblain-MontblainoutlawingMantlingMontblai-

nville

Montblain-

-ville

Montb-
lain

vil-le
Mantl-

ing vil-e ontblain-

ville

-

villevile and . two fresh platoons under LieutenantsLieutenants-

Roy

Lieutena-
nts

.

(65)65(
.

) Pers.flxpPersflxpPers.ExpPersExpPers.ixpPersixpPersilPerspexParsnip. . rtoyRoytroy and Bowes were sent to take their place (65)65( ) .
VarWarVary<"ar Diary 34345th-
Bn

545th345th545th-
n

5 thth-
Bn

th-
anBnn . On October 2d and 3d the DivisionDivision-

which

Divis-
ion

Division-

which

Divis-
ion

Division-

which

Divis-
ionwhich we were supporting made no concerted at-atat-

tack

at-

tack

atat-

tack

¬-

tack . The Corps was ettinggettingbettingettincetin ready for thethe-

attaok

hea-

tstroke

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattaokattack on October 4th . The time was utilizedutilized-

in

utilize-

din preparation for the coming attack and inin-

jiving

in-

juring(66)66( ) Brig.HistBrigHistRightist. . giving*ivlnglivelong the men a. rest in the assembly area (66)66(66).-

During

66.D-

uring
66D-

uring

( ) .

'p.40p401.40140. .
WarNarMar Diary 345th345th-
Bn

During this period the repair unit was sentsent-
Bn

se-
nt

sent-
Bn

se-
nt

sent-

up

set-
up

Bn .,

up to the assembly position to make some veryvery-

much

over-

much

very-

much

over-

much

very-

much

over-

muchmuch needed repairs . They did excellentexcellent-

work

excell-
ent

excellent-

work

excell-
ent

excellent-

work

excell-
entwork ., although the assembly area was underunder-

constant

unde-

rcount
under-

constant

unde-

rcount
under-

constant

unde-

rcountconstant shell fire . I have bebee-nbeenbeen- n oriticisedcriticisedcriticizedoriticised-

severely

criticised-

severely
critic-

ized
criticised-

severely
critic-

izedseverely for selecting and holding on to soso-

exposed

s-

epses
so-

exposed

s-

epses
so-

exposed

s-

epsesexposed a position as MontblainvllleMontblainv1l1eMontblainville for anan-

assembly

un-

assembled

an-

assembly

un-

assembled

an-

assembly

un-

assembledassembly area. . I had carecarefullyllyally looked thethe-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereonground , over and decided "thatthat" I would , rather taketake-

chanoes

stag-

ehands

take-

ohanoes

stag-

ehands

take-

chances

stage-

coacheschanoesohanoescanoesHanes with ind-irectindirectindirectbinddirect- artillery fire on high
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ground , than to suffer almost certain casualtiescasualtiesf-

rom
casualt-

ies
casualtiesf-

rom
casualt-

ies
casualtiesf-

rom
casualt-

iesfrom gas in some protected ravine ;, and , besides-

the

besid-
es

besides ,

the villagevillasevillas , though completely wreclwreckwreckede. , offeredoffered-

quite
offe-

red
offered-

quite
offe-

red
offered-

quite
offe-

redquite a bit in the way of shelter . There werewer-

eseveral

wer-

eseveral

wer-

eseveralseveral wine cellars that had. escaped destrucdestruc-destructdestruc-

tion

destruc-

tion

destruc-

tion

¬-

tionion , and the men made good use of them whenwhen-

they

whe-

ther

when-

they

whe-

ther

when-

they

whe-

therthey came back from the front on quiet days ,.

OPSRATIONoOPERATIONSOperation' ON OCTOBER 4th .

Sixteen (16)16( ) tankstams were assigned toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe 28th Division sector for operations on thisthis-

date

th-
is

this-

date

th-
is(67)67( ) War DiaryDiary-

345th
date (67)67( ) .

345th EnBn .
Two platoons (1010( tankstan s ) supsupportedsupported-

the

support-

ed
supported-

the

support-

ed
ortedfortedorted-

the

forti-

eththe right element of the 28th Division in theirtheir-

operations

terro-

rizations
their-

operations

terro-

rizations
their-

operations

terro-

rizationsoperations along; the AireAires River toward La ForgeForge.-

The

Forge-

The

Forgat-

her

.

The first plan had been to attackatteck northwestnorthwes-

tdirectly
north-

wester
northwes-

tdirectly
north-

wester
northwes-

tdirectly
north-

westerdirectly against ChatelChattel CheheryCheery and the prelimprelim-prelim-

inary

prelim-

inary

prelim-

inary

¬-

inarybinary reconnaissancereconnaissanoe had been made by tank offi-offioffoffi-

cers

offi-

cers

offioffoffi-

cers

¬-

cersAcers during "thethe" afternoon . BatBut this plan waswas-

ohanged

as-

hamed

was-

changed

as-

hamed

was-

changed

as-

hamedohangedchangedhanged some time during the night , which leftleft-

very

left-

over

left-

very

left-

over

left-

very

left-

oververy little time for reconnaissancereconnaissanoe , and thatthat-

had

thatc-

hed

that-

had

thatc-

hed(68)68( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspex. . had to be made in the dark (68)68( ) . The plan forfor-

tanks

fr-
anks

for-

tanks

fr-
anks

for-

tanks

fr-
ankstanks was for one platoon to go ahead with thethe-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advanwunits

the-

advance-units

th-

eadvance
u-

nits
h-

eadacheadvanceadvanceunladvanwunitsadvanceadamants.-unlunlun-_ ts of the Infantry to engage suchsuch-

targets

surc-

harges

such-

targets

surc-

harges

such-

targets

surc-

hargestargets as might be designated by the InfantryInfantry.-

One

Infantry-

One

Infant-
ry

.

One platoon wawar: to follow farther backbaokbook and pro-propro-

tect

pro-

tect

propro-

tect

¬-

tecttact the left flank , whichwhioh was exposed to maohinemachinemaohine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

ne
machine-

gun

machi-

negun fire from the woods near LeLa MenilMenial FermeFemme and .

373'131' .



(69)69( 69)69) PerFers.SxpFersSxpPers.LxpPersLxpFearsPersils . Zxp . Hill 244, (69)69( ) . This Division occupied a veryvery-

peculiar

ver-

micular

very-

peculiar

ver-

micularpeculiar position on this date . Its left flankflank-

was

fla-
nk

flank-

was

fla-
nk

flank-

was

fla-
nkwas still held up on Le CheneCheney TonduandHonduran, the BoisBois-

de

Boi-

se

Bois-

de

Boi-

se

3ois-

dede TailleTailed L'AbbeLAbbeAbe' was not to fall until OctoberOctober-

8th

October-

8th

October-

8th8th , four days later , and after the capture of-

Chatel

lo-

cate
of-

Chatel

lo-

cate
of

(70-

)Hill

(70-

)peculiar

(70)70( ) ChatelChattel GheheryCheheryCheery and Hill 244 . (70)70( ) On the morn-mornmorn-

ing

morn-

ing

mom--

ing

mo-
m

in-g Ki-
ng

-

ingKing of October 4th a lightli ht mist obscuredobsoured the valleyvalley-

and

vall-
ey

valley-

and

vall-
ey

valley-

and

vall-
eyand hid the advance from the German artillerymenartillerymen-

on

artillerym-
enon the hills to the left front , but was not heavyheavy-

enough

hea-
ven

heavy-

enough

hea-
ven

heavy-

enough

hea-
venenough to blind the machine gunnersgu.nners. who firedfired-

into
fir-

ed
fired-

into
fir-

ed
fired-

into
fir-

edinto the flanks ooff the advancing Infantry atat-

ranges

ar-

ranges

at-

ranges

ar-

ranges

at-

ranges

ar-

rangesranges as close as 800 meters . The tanks pro-propro-

teoting

pro-

tecting

pro-

tecting

propro-

tecting

¬-

tectingteotingtestingtoting the flank attempted to stop this firefire-

but

fire-

bug

,

but without any decided results . 7/hen7henWhen/ tanIstanksanIstanIs-

approached

tanks-

approached

tantsa-

pproachedapproached the vicinity from which fire appearedappeared-

to

appeare-

dto be coming , all activity ceased and guns andand-

gunmers

ha-

ndgun

and-

gunners

ha-

ndgun

and-

gunners

ha-

ndgungunmersgunners disappeared , only to reappear as soon asas-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

hen

as-

the

as-

henthe tanks had moved on . The haze disappeareddisappeared-

about

disappea-

red
disappeared-

about

disappea-

red
disappeared-

about

disappea-

redabout nine oTclocko'clookoclooko'clockoclockcloak' and exposed this flank platoonplatoon-

to

platoo-

nto the view of artillery observers . VlthlnlthlniithinLethalwithin#< aa-

very

a-

very

a-

veryvery few minutes it seemed that the clouds werewer-

eraining

war-

ranting

wer-

eraining

war-

ranting

wer-

eraining

war-

rantingraining high explosive shells . The tanks hadhad-

to

hardt-

op

had-

to

hardt-

op

had-

to

hardt-

opto take cover in the woods along thethe-theriverthe-rivertheriverthrive- river bankbank-

and

ban-

ked

bank-

and

ban-

ked

bank-

and

ban-

kedand were of very little use the rest of the dayday.-

One

day-

One

any-

one

.

One tank commander in this platoon completelycompletely-

lost

complet-
ely

completely-

lost

complet-
ely

completely-

lost

complet-
elylost his head when the artillery came down andand-

headed

man-

handled

and-

headed

man-

handled

and-

headed

man-

handledheaded for ApremontPremonition across perfectlyperfeotly open counooun-oouncoun-countnounoou-

ntry

coun-

try

coun-

try

coun-

try

¬-

try . The German artillery tried to snipe him

*
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but he 301BotgotBoot awaway safely , much to ththe reregretret ofof-

the

of-

ten

oof-

the

of-

ten

ff-

the

t-

hethe rerests t 0ofofassofasf -asasus- . He arrivedarriv\3darriv3darrive\ in ,ApremontPremonition andand-

told

fan-

tod
and-

.told

and-

told

fan-

tod
.

told a wild tale of a German attack coming thatthat-

way

th-
at

that-

way

th-
at

that-

way

th-
atway , hutbut fortunately was not believed . $So30o farfar-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

ds

far-

as

fara-

dsas is renownknown , this was the only American tankertanker-

that
tan-

ker
tanker-

t71)

tanker-

that
tan-

ker[\71)71)71t71)t71\ 71 ]) Pers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPerspex. . that ever ran away during action (71)71( ) . TheTh-

eplatoon

Te-

lethon

Th-

eplatoon

Te-

lethon

Th-

eplatoon

Te-

lethonplatoon tthatat went forward with the Infantry hadha-

dlittle

ad-

mitted

ha-

dlittle

ad-

mitted

ha-

dlittle

ad-

mittedlittle or no trouble . Lieutenant G-rantGrantGrant- , ZngineerEngineerZngineer-

Corps

Engin-
eer

Engineer-

Corps

Engin-
eer

engineer-

Corps

engin-
eerCorps , who commanded one of tthetletalele tanrcstanicstankstarnstannic in the for-forfor-

ward

for-

ward

forfor-

ward

¬-

ward platoon , separated himself from his unit andand-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

and-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

and-

proceeded

An-

dromedaproceeded down the river alone . He entered. thethe-

village
S-

heila
the-

village
S-

heila
the-

village
S-

heilavillage of La Forge ; mademad.e. an extended reconnaisreconnais-recommitsreconnais-

sanee

reconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

¬-

sancesaneestancesane , and came "backback" . He reported that he hadhad-

found

hard-

bound

had-

found

hard-

bound

had-

found

hard-

boundfound no Germans in the village but indicationsindications-

of

indicatio-
ns(72)72( 72)72) SrantGrantRant . of recent ococcupancypancypanicky (72)72(72)hy( ) . /hyhy'NhyNhyWhyNy' '/ the village waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot occupied by the Infantry at this time I dodo-

not

do-

nor

do-

not

do-

nor

do-

not

do-

nornot imowlmowknowmow ., but it was not takenta.ken. until late afterafter-after-

noon

after(-

73)

after-

noon

¬-

(73)73( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPers.ExpePersExpePerspexPers.jSxp-
.Aipley

PersjSxp.-
Aipley

PersjSxp-
Aipley

. . noon ,. and then after severe fighting (73)73( ) . OnOn-

so

O-

no

On-

.Dhipley
O-

naccount

Un-

accounted
.hipley.DhipleyDhipleyWhitleyDimple) Thomas .

acoountaccount of poor tank terrain along the riverriver-

north

river-

boat
river-

north

river-

boat
river-

north

river-

boatnorth of La Forge the tanks were not used againagain.-

so

again-

so

again-

st

.,

so were withdrawn to the vicinity of ApremontPremonitionApremon-

tlate

Premed-

itate

Apremon-

tlate

Premed-

itate

Apremon-

tlate

Premed-

itatelate in the afternoon and placedplaoed in DivisionDivision-

reserve
Divi-

sion
Division-

reserve
Divi-

sion(74)74( ) Pers.SxpPersSxpPer-a.EXPera.EXPera.EXaEXPers.ExpPersExpPeeressPeerageAMEXPerspex- . !) . reserve ,. where they stayed during the night (74)74(74).-

On

74.-
On

74O-

n
( ) .

On the left flank of the Division the 56th BrigBrig-Brig-

ade

Brig-

ade

Brig-

ade

¬-

adeSade was held up by Le CheneCheney TonduToned and oalledcalledcoaledoalled-

tor

collec-

tor

called-

for

call-
ed

called-

for

call-
edtorfortore some help . Lieutenant GibbsGobs was sent withwith-

one

wit-

hin

with-

one

wit-

hin(75)75( ) iarVarJarliarVary DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

one platoon of tanks . He remained there allall-

day

all-

ay
all-

345th
all-

day

all-

ay345th BnRo .
Pers.ExpPersExpPera.ExpPeraExpPerspexPeerage. . day and . during the night (75)75( ) .

3903939-

71)

.



The 28th Divisionivision pushed , its attackattackd-

own

attac-

ked

attackd-

own

attac-

ked

attachd-

own

attac-

heddown the west side of the AireA.ireAires. River north ofof-

La

offl-

oad

of-

La

offl-

oad

of-

La

offl-

oadLa ForgeFor e until they were held up111uup' by cross firefiref-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

front

firef-

rom

fore-

frontfrom ChatelChattel CheChenCheheryCheeryeryvery on the wwestst and from AAbbatialeAbbatialAbbatiale-

Fne

Abbati-
al

AbbatialeF-

me
Abbati-

al
batialeBastillebatialeF-

me
Basti-

lleFmeFameFne-FneFaneFneonNeon.- on the east . Late in the evening the lloth110thclothlloth-

Infantry
clo-

thing
110th-

Infantry

110th-

InfantryInfantry forded the river ,. took AbbatialeAbbatlaleAbbatialAbatable andand-

Pleinchamps

A-

nglicans
and-

Pleinchamp

ca-

ndlepin
and-

Pleinchamps

A-

nglicansPleinchampsPleinchampPlainchantsPlainchants farms and rested their right nearnear-

t
nea-

t
near-

the

unear-

thed(76)76( ) ShipleyShirleyShipley-
Thomas

Simpl-
etons

tthee foot of the fafamousmousmodus AcermontExermontxermontCerementExperimentVermont AavinertavineRavine (76)76(76).-

The

76.T-

he
76T-

he

( ) .,
Thomas , p.297p297. .

The line of the 28th DiDi/isionDiisionii31onvision/{risionGrison now ran at nearlynearly-

ri
nearl-

y
nearly-

right
nea-

rly
nearly-

right
nea-

rlyrirightht angles to the main battiobattlobattlebastion line , from thethe-

foot

T-
heo

the-

foot

T-
heofoot of xermontExermontVermontExperimentExermontrlavin6Exermontz1avz1avravinerlav-in6rlavin6lava- inecine alonalonealong the .Aire.AireAires River toto-

Le

st-

ole

to-

Le

st-

ole

to-

Le

st-

oleLe CheneCheney TonduToned in the ArgonneJargoned , a distance ofof-

about

fa-

deout

of-

about

fa-

deout

of-

about

fa-

deoutabout six kilometers , and facing; ChatelChattel CheheryCheeryCheher-

yHill
Che-

ery
,

(77)77( 77)77) 11apMap . Hill 244 and Bois de TailleTailed L'AbbeLAbbeAbe' (77)77( ) . OnO-

nthis

M-

onths

O-
nShipley

N-
ashville

O-

nthis

M-

onths
ShipleyShirley Thomas .,

p.298p298. . this date the 9hiefOhiefChiefhiefchief of Tank Corps ,. 1st AnnyArrayAnyArm-

ysubmitted

,

submitted a report to Gr-3Gr3G-3G-- , 1st Army ( AmerioanAmericanAmerican-

in

Americ-

an

) ,

in which he stated that the 304th Brigade , TankTank-

Corps

Anc-

hors

Tank-

Corps

Anc-

hors

Tank-

Corps

Anc-

horsCorps ,. had lost in fighting crewsgilledredistilledcrewsorewsores , ?killed-gilledgilled- andand-

wounded

ann-

ounced

and-

wounded

ann-

ounced

and-

wounded

ann-

ouncedwounded ;: Officers 53% ., includes 4 out of 66-

oa

6-

captains

6-

captainsoacaptainstainsstains ,. 12 out of 24 lieutenants ,. nlistedEnlistedEnlisted-

men

Enlist-
ed

enlisted-

men

enlist-
ed

nlisted-

men

enlist-

edmen 2- .52- 5252- .52- 5.. % . Tanks ditched or disabled and underunder-

enemy's

under-

enemy's

under-

enemy's

under-

enemys

unde-

rfeedsenemy'senemysenemy' artillery fire 70 , or 50x50%, . 9ithJithKith9ith-

normal

Jith-

normal

ith-

normal

th-

ermalnormal advanceadvanoe of 5 kilometers canoanDoan put in thethe-

fight

he-

ight
the-

fight

he-

ight
the-

fight

he-

ightfight on 5th and 6th 72 tanks , on 7th may bebe-

able

ba-

bble

be-

able

ba-

bble

be-

able

ba-

bbleable to fight 4348 tanks , on the 8th 32 ., on thethe-

9th

the-

9th
(78)78( ) DlerationsOperationsDetractions) ,

p.23p23. . 9th 16 ., and on the 10thlOthcloth finished (78)78( ) .

.4040. .



- - -

OPERATIONOPERATIONS] ON OCTOB.lidOCTOBlidPotbelliedOCTOBOCTOBER . l 5th5th.-

Fifteen

5th-

Fifteen

.

Fifteen tanks were available for operoper-doperoper-

ations

oper-

(79)

oper-

ations

¬-

ationsactions in the JcstCst.YostsrnYostsrnYosternOustsPostern. rn DetacDetachDetachmententKent on this datedate.-

The

date-

The

dete-

nte

.

The Division did . not call for tankstenkstens during thethe-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

day

the-

day

hey-

dayday ., but they were moved uup in close support andand-

returned

ind-

entured

and-

returned

ind-

entured

and-

returned

ind-

entured
(79)79( ) Operations ,.

P:p.4-p.4P04-P04p.4flP04O.4-.4. .4J1- flO J1, r.7r7'. . 66-

Pers.Sxp
. returned to their assembly position at night (7S7S(7f7f(7S.-

Lieutenant

7S.L-

ieutenant
7SL-

ieutenant

( ) .

PersPeersPers.SxpPersSxpPers.JxpPersJxpPeeressPeers. xp: .

Lieutenant GibbsGobs , who hpxLh8dhadhp, . remained withYvithYitzhak hishis-

platoon

iso-

lation
his-

platoon

iso-

lation
his-

platoon

iso-

lationplatoon in1.111:. supportSUPP01.tSUPP01t. of tht .-

l

l.

,?': lofbleftlob .3i9.de3i9.de3i9de3riadeJ.:.? i !,.adeSade operatingoperatinga-

e3.1nst

operating-

1tl.rn

operating-

against

opera-
tingae3.1nstae31nsta7a.inst7ainst; . Le CheChenduneChneChine..:: ne TonduTonr111Ton0uiToned , report-jdreportjdreport8clrel-ortclidrelortclidreelorchid-)

-

. to r2r.3r3T.13T13. .
,
. 38f.t8ft, .1 r hehe-

l
he-

el

he-

x

he-

xtn.m.Cll'1--tl.rn1tl.rn1tl.rntlrntorn- J-, turntn.m.Cltnm.CltnmClhtml,
. .:;. IIi tlalathatt.lattlatlat:. t tl\tltlttilttt/iti/ ,.. \. t1t1-

a

t _ . ;,11, 1
'
;: IIiIIiJIIi11;]. : _-

- \JJ\- J-
J. J" ' ; }

liL/iLiLinIlion_:. .

'/; l'l'tlltlilt.inIl.':'.. cJU :liL. ahancechancechance-

as

chanc-

es

,

as the GGj-GjGjL.iiGlidingr-l.lrl.lrl.lllrill-:- . :"L.iiLiiIi. ILjIL.: isL3 J_jd1.111;..
. cloclodclose-upcloseupseseupsetup-upup- artillery , gas andand-

flame

end-

game

and-

flame

end-

game

and-

flame

end-

gameflame throwers . This is the only incidentincident-

that
incid-

ent
incident-

that
incid-

ent
incident-

that
incid-

entthat I know of where flflameflarxleflaxen& e throwers were usedused-

against

se-
alant

used-

against

se-
alant

used-

against

se-
alantagainst tanks . Lieutenant GibbsGobs lost four of

4.4-

his(80)80( ) 'varvarWarvary' ' ar DiaryDiary-
345th

Diary-
345th

his five tanks in this operation (80)80( ) . SomeSom-

ehistorians

So-
phistries

Som-
e345th

Som-

ehistorians

So-
phistries

345th EnBn3n.-
Oibbs

3n-
Oibbs

.
GibbsGobs . historians state that Le CheneCheney TonduToned was reducedreduced-

on

reduc-
edon CctoberCotoberOctober 4th , but I am inclined to believe itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas not whollywho.lywholywhoT.lywhoTlyhoTly"} . capturedoaptured until October 5th , andand-

I

an-

d

and-

I

an-

dI am borne out in this by the War Diary of thethe-

345th

the-

345th345th Battalion , Tank Corps , and by the statestate-state-

eOa

sta-
te

state-

(80a
state-

ment

¬-

(80-a(8080a( eO-aeOa- ) GibbsGobsOibbs.k-
Var

Oibbsk-
Var

Obser-
ver

., mentmeant of Lieutenant GibbsGobs made to me at the timetimet-
Var

time-
card

time-
liar

time-
lier

time-

(80-a

tim-

e(80
tim-

e80
atVarliartar Diary 345th345th-

Bn
345th-

Bn
345th-

BnBn . (80-a(8080a( - ) .

OPERATIONS OKON OCTOBER 6th6th.-

No

6th-

No

.

No attackattaok was made by the Division on

(81)81( ) Shipley-
Thomas

Simpl-
etons

ShipleyShirley this date , and by direction of the 1st Arm-

yOperationap.4

ArmyArm-
yThomasi

Arm-
ywormsThomasThomasiThomas.1Thomas1Thomas, .:. . . . ', J1,. .,, ; '. .

"
.- .

Operationsp.4Operationsp4Operationap.4Operationap4Operations , ? . ., Corps tanks were held in reserve and repair work-

was

work-

bags

workwork-
ftpp.6appftpp.6ftpp6app.6app6. 6 .
War DiDiary 344th-
Bn

344th was pushed , on disabled , machinesmaohines (81)81( ) .
Bn .
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OPERATIONS ON OCTC0'COCTO0 -'C-'CC-'Ct' C - ;Rt 7th7th.-

The

7th-

The

.

The 28th Division planned for andand-

executed

un-

detected

and-

executed

un-

detected

and-

executed

un-

detectedexecuted great things on this day . They at-atat-

taced

at-

tached

at-

tacJ

at-

tach

atat-

tached

¬-

tacJtaJtachedtac\edtacedachedtack]\: ed. in two diredirectionsctionsactions , the r1rightrightBrigade-

crossing

h t BrigadeBrigade-

crossing

Brig-
adiers

Brigade-

crossing

Brig-
adiers

-Brigad-

ecrossing

Brigade-

crossing

Brig-
adiers

-

crossing the AireAires River on foot bridges attachattacattacj-attacjattacj-

ed

attach-

ed

attach-

ed

¬-

ed d-aedaedue- west against ChatelChattel CheheryCheery and. CotesCotes-

244244 and 223 ., while the left waswes to advance fromfrom-

Le

fro-
m

from-

Le

fro-
m

from-

Le

fro-
mLe CheneCheney TonduToned and the ravine northwest ofof-

Apremont

of-

Apremont(88(82)82( ) Pers.ExpPersExpPerspexPers-Sxp.-
Shipley

PersSxp.-
ShipleyPe-rsSxp.Sh-
ipley

SxpSh-
ipleyPe-ersSplas-hily

. - . ApremontPremonition against the 3oisBois de TailleTa111eTailed L'AbbeLAbbeAbeI ' AbbeAbe (82)82(82)-

.It

82.-
It

82-
It

( ) .

ShipleyShirley ThomasThoma-
sp.506

Thoma-
sp506

,

p.306p306. . It was 'ini'n this latterlatt6 phase that the tanks werewere-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

eto

were-

to

wher-

etoto follow in close support of the InfantryInfantry-

rendering
Infant-

rymen
,

rendering aid wherever called for . Owing toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe poor mechanical condition of the tanks theythey-

were

he-
wer

they-

were

he-
werwere not put ahead of the Infantry and were notnot-

to

mot-

to

not-

to

mot-

toto be called for except where the Infantry waswas-

held

wa-

shed

was-

held

wa-

shed(83)83( ) Pers.SxpPersSxpPers.ExpPersExpPers.uxpePersuxpePeeressPerspexPeruPers.uxpeheld. . held up by machine guns (83)83( ) . This date , toto-

paraphrase

to-

pographers

to-

paraphrase

to-

pographers

to-

paraphrase

to-

pographersparaphrase General LudendorffEluded , was to be thethe-

black

tie-

back

the-

black

tie-

back

the-

black

tie-

backblack day of the Western DetachmentDetaohment of the 304th304th-

Brigade

304th-

Brigade

304th-

BrigadeBrigade 0off Tanks on the AireAires HiRiververveer
,
. AboutAbou-

tmidnight

Ab-
orting

Abou-

tmidnight

Ab-
orting

Abou-

tmidnight

Ab-
ortingmidnight on October 6th Ir receivedreoeived an orderorder.-

by

order-

by

order-

ly

.,

by telephone , from my Battalion CommanderCommande-

rCaptain

Comma-

ndeer
,

Captain RanulfAnnul Compton , to support the 110th110th-

Infantry

110th-

Infantry

110th-

InfantryInfantry ( I may be in error as to the regimentregiment-

in

regimenti-

ng

)

in their attackattaok next morning from the vioinityvicinityvicinity-

of

vioinity-

of

vicinit-
yof AApremontPremonitionremontFremont . He fartherfurther directed that I placeplace-

2d

place-

2d

place-

2d2d. Lieutenant Thomas D . Steel in commandcOlmnand of thethe-

eight

he-

ight
the-

eight

he-

ight
the-

eight

he-

ighteight tanks available , without other officersofficers-

to

office-
rs

k

to help: him . He still fartherfurther directed that-

k

tha-

t

that
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I instruct Lieutenant 3teel that liehe was toto-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orporreport to the Colonel comcometcommandinglandingandingbanding= this regimentregiment-

at

regiment-

alat exactly 7 0o'clockoclockoT' cloclodclockck next morning for instrucinstruc-instructinstruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

¬-

tionsions . I protestprotestedd, this arrangement insofarinsofar-

as

insof-
aras sending Lieutenant 3teelateelPateloteeljhotel* alone was concernconcern-concern-

ed

concern-

ed

concern-

ed

¬-

ed. ., "butbut" without getting the order changedchanged.-

There

changed-

There

chan-
ged

.

There should have been at least one other ofofficerofficer-

with

offi-
cer

officer-

with

offi-
cer

icerdicericer-

with

Isca-

riotwith that number of tanks . The expedition gotgot-

away

get-

away

got-

away

get-

away

got-

away

get-

awayaway next morning and arrived in ApremontPremonition at thethe-

apQointed

he-

adphone

the-

appointed

te-
aspoon

the-

appointsd

te-
aspoons . .apQointedappointed: timellmclm, . I disregarded the BattalionBattalionC-

ommander's

BattalionC-

ommander's

BattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alionCommander'sCommanders' orders to the extent of accompanyingaccompanyin-

gLieutenant

accomp-
anying

accompanyin-

gLieutenant

accomp-
anying

accompanyin-

gLieutenant

accomp-
anyingLieutenant SteelSteely3teelo, to ApremontPremonition and helping himhim-

with

di-
mwit

him-

with

di-
mwit

him-

with

di-
mwitwith the tanks , "butbut" diddid'notdidnotdid/notdidnotdidn't. /'' not go with him when hehe-

reported

sh-

eepcote

he-

reported

sh-

eepcote

he-

reported

sh-

eepcotereported to the Regimental CoCommanderanderLander to receivereceive-

his
recei-

ve
receive-

his
recei-

ve
receive-

his
recei-

vehis ororders.ersers. . The attack got off as planned andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe tanks disappeared over thetree hill followingfollowingt-

l1e

following-

the

followi-
ng

following-

the

followi-
ngtl1ethe Infantry . I followed after them a fewfew-

minutes

fe-

minists

few-

minutes

fe-

minists

few-

minutes

fe-

ministsminutes later and thought it rather peculiarpeculiar-

that

pecul-
iar

peculiar-

that

pecul-
iar

peculiar-

that

pecul-
iarthat I saw nothing of the tanks when I got overover-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rew '

the hillthilthillbuhillhill t, bubutt suppo'se-
d

suppose-
d

supposed that they had gone intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

atethe woods at some point just to our front . II-

searched

S-

earched

I-

searched

S-

earched

I-

searched

S-

earchedsearched for tank tracks batbut could find nonenone.-

I

none-

I

non-

e

.

I then went to the regimentalegimental C.PCP. . and inquiredinquired-

as

inquire-

das to the position of the infantry lines and if-

any

Tif-

fany

ifif-

any

Tif-

fany

\-

any

a-

ny
\"

any tanks were wiwithth them . I could find nono-

trace

ou-

trace

no-

trace

ou-

trace

no-

trace

ou-

tracetrace ooff them theretheraterra . .VoVoWe'. then started on aa-

soouting

s-

couting

a-

scouting

s-

couting

a-

scouting

s-

coutingsooutingscouting expedition and found where their trackstracks-

had

trac-
ks

tracks-

had

trac-
ks

tracks-

had

trac-
kshad turned , off to the left rear ., 'iiQ'NeNe'WeWeiQ followed
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their tracks and . found , them nicely parkedparted . in aa-

little
l-

ittle
a-

little
l-

ittlelittle valvalleyvaley", ey about 800 metelmetemetersS southv/estsouthvestsouthvlestsouthwestsouth/ ofof-

Apremont

of-

ApremontApremonApremontHarmonPremonitiont and . at leasleastt two ]'kilometersilomebiome terstears from wherewhere-

they

whe-

reat

where-

they

whe-

reatthey should11laveshould . ha\ehaeha\'e'e11la-ve11lave\'- 'beenbeen' . I askedas : cd. IJieutenantLieutenantLieutenant-

ateelc
Lieute-

nant
Lieutenant-

3teelcSteeleateelcPatel the whys and. v/hereforesvhereforeswherefores/ for his beingbeing-

there
ben-

ter
being-

there
ben-

terthere instead , of up with the Infantry to thethe-

northwest

he-

notheistic

the-

northwest

he-

notheisticnorthwest . His reply was that he was instructedinstructed.-

by

instructed-

by

instructe-

d
..

by the Colonel of Infantry that if they metmet-

with

bet-

wixt

met-

with

bet-

wixtwith no resistance at the initial stage of thetietie-

attack

tic-

ktack

the-

attack

hea-

rtacheattack he was ttoo asseassesassembleililill hisis tanks at some pointpoint-

and

poin-

ted

point-

and

point-

edand. aweawait. 1 t ord-ersordersordersFord- . The reresistances1 stance to the InfanInfan-InfantInfan-

try
Infan-

try
Infan-

try

¬-

try was slight,, as the attaclcomingcatalogingattachattacl\attaclattack\: coming againstaagainst-

Chatel

aga-
inst

gainstgainsgainst-

Chatel

fainthe-

artedlyChatelChattel CheheryCheery and. HillITillwillTrill 244 from tthee east cutcut-

in

cutti-

ng

cut-

in

cutti-

ngin rrearrearar of the German :position in thetIle :3ois3oisBois:Bo is dede-

Taille

d-

etailed

d.-

eTaille

de-

Taille

d-

etailed

.

TailleTailed L'AbbeLAbbeh'AbbehAbbeAbeI ' AbbeAbe and . forced, its evacuation withwith-

but

with-

out

with-

but

with-

outbut minor pressure from the southeast . TheTh-

eexplanation

Th-

eexplanationexplanation d-iddiddid- . not explain , but I had . to taketake-

it
takeo-

ut

take-

it
takeo-

utit . As events transpired. , there was no greatgreata-

mount

treat-

ment
greata-

mount

treat-

mentamount of d.amagedamage. d.onedone. , except to our prestigeprestige.-

We

prestige-
We

prestig-
e

.

We moved , forward , with the tanks and. they werewer-

elater

here-

after

wer-

elater

here-

afterlater calledoalledcoaled, for west of Hill 244 ., but beforebefore-

they

before-

time

before-

they

before-

timethey got there the cause faforr their need. had . beenbeen-

removed

ben-

umbed

been-

removed

ben-

umbedremoved. . No further action was had on thisthis-

date

th-
is

this-

d.ate

this-

date

th-
isdate. and . the tanks assembled , at ApremontPremonition forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe night . I reported , this occurenceoccurrence to thethe-

Battalion

te-

arstain
the-

Battalion

te-

arstainBattalion Command.erCommander. andana. after talking the wholewhol-

ematter

house-

master

whol-

ematter

house-

mastermatter over he conclud-eQconcludeQconcludedconclude- . that this young officerofficer-

was

offic-
er

officer-

was

offic-
erwas just plain dumbb in matters military , ratherrather-

than

rath-
er

rather-

than

rath-
erthan timid , to the extent of running away from a
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fight . I can vouch for his personal couraGecourage-

on

coura-
geon . other occasions wherewhore to run araya'ayaayawayarrayay" ,' seemedseened-

the

sena-

te(84)84( ) PersPeersPers.ZxpPersZxpPeers. . xp: . the only sensibsensiblesensibleIe tthinhi n ,; to do (84)84( 84 ) . As I looklook-

at

look-

out

look-

at

look-

outat things now , I can see that I was wholly toto-

blame

o-

blate

to-

blame

o-

blateblame for the unfavorable position in which wewe-

found

re-

fund

we-

found

re-

fund

we-

found

re-

fundfound, ourselves . As a eomremircommandercomnanderianderLander on the grour.dgrourdgroundgourdgrour.d-

and

gourm-

and

ground-

and

groun-

ded

ground-

and

groun-

ded

.:

and knowing the lir.lilirliLillielimitations. ta tionsions 0off the lieutenantlieutenant-

in

lieutena-
ntin ,question , I should have didisregardedsreaardedregarded the in-inin-

str'llctions

in-

str
In-

kster

InIn-

structions

¬-

strstarstructionsstr'llctionsstrllctionstractions: ' ctionsactions ooff my Battalion CommandevhoCommandCormiCormQonmanderCommandeContenderCommandanderLander!' , \who\vhovhoho waswa-

ssix

wa-

sps

wa-

ssix

wa-

sps

wa-

ssix

wa-

spssix kilometers away , and gone with the platoonsplatoons-

myself

Plato-
nism

platoons-

myself

Plato-
nismmyself , or at least have detailed a competentcompeten-

tofficer

comp-
etent

competen-

tofficer

comp-
etentofficer , ofmichcomicof \which\michmichMicah I rhadd several , to accompanyaccompan-

yLieutenant

acco-
mpany

accompan-

yLieutenant

acco-
mpany

accompan-

yLieutenant

acco-
mpanyLieutenant Steel . ._ . I have always relreelfeltt that II-

failed

F-

ailed

I-

failed

F-

ailed

I-

failed

F-

ailedfailed in my duty on this date .

KoRoi o tank operationssereoperationsoperations wereserev re had by thethe-

Jestern

te-

eter
the-

Western

te-

eter'esternJesternEasternJester[ detachment dduring' ring the period OctoberOctober-

8th

Octobe-

r8th

October-

8th8th8th,, 9th and 10thlOthcloth . - VhatTI1atThatHat< few tanks were runninBrunningrunninB-

were

unnumb-

ered

running-

were

runni-
ng(85)85( ) Brig.HistBrigHistRightist. . were held in reserve (85)85( ) . The 82d DivisionDivision-

had

Divisio-

nal

Division-
dar

Divisio-
nal

Division-

had

Divisio-

nal
Jardar; Diary 345th345th-
Bn

345th-
BnBn . had ttakencencent over the sector of the 28th DivisionDivision-

and

Divisi-
on

,

and this hard-fightinghardfighting- and gallant divisiondivision-

after
divis-

ion
division-

after
divis-

ion
division-

after
divis-

ionafter 1513 days of fighting were moved to reservereserve-

and

reser-
ve

reserve-

(85a
reserve-

and

reser-
ve(85-a(8585a( - ) ShipleyShirleyShipley-

Thomas
Simpl-

etons
and given a much needed rest (85"a85a(85-a(8585a( "- ) .

Thomas , p.310p310. .
On the night of October 10thlOthcloth I re-rere-

ceived

re-

ceived

rere-

ceived

¬-

ceivedcleaved orders to take a platoon of tanks to thethe-

vicinity

the-

vicinity

the-

vicinityvicinity of Pylon , in the forest northwest ofof-

Montblainvll1e

of-

IMontblainville

of-

MontblainvilieMontblainvll1eIMontblainville ., for operation with the 77th77th-

Divis10n

77th-

Division

77th-

DivisionDivis10nDivision on the morning of October llth11thlilt ,. with
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further orders for me to report to tL.etLethetaletL.e-

Com

tele-

com

the-

Commanding

ch-

eckmating

tLe-

Commanding

tele-

commuting

.
ComCommandingandingbanding General , 77th Division , at hishis-

headquartersat

his-

headquarters(86)86( ) Brie-ristBrieristBrigIistgristRigoristBrig.riist.P-
ers.SxD

BrigriistP-
ers.SxD

BrigriistP-
ersSxD

Rigo-rist - . :: . headquartersatheadquarters, at 7:00700: A.IIAIIA.IAIA.LALII.. : . (86)86( ) . Now PylonPylon-

was

Plo-
ws

Pylon-
Pers

Plan-ers
Pylon-

was

Plo-
ws

PersPeers . JxpoExpoJxp-
owas

xp: .
was welliNellNell wiwithinthin the 28th Division sector andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad been fallentakertaken. some five or six dadaysrs previousprevious-

to

previo-
usto this . The Tank Commander was instructed toto-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orpor
to-

report
t-

orporreport to the place designated1esignated , and if no oneone-

was

ne-

ws

one-

was

ne-

ws

one-

was

ne-

wswas found there with instructions as to whatwhat-

was

white-

wash

what-

was

white-

wash

what-

was

white-

washwas wanted , the tanks were to move on west untiluntilt-

ilG

unt-
il

untilt-

he

unstil-

ted

untilt-

rio

mutilat-

iontilGthetail - axial- rQrod.droddroododd..dd. of thetb.atbatuba. 77th Division was reachedreached.-

whore

reached-

whore

reac-
hed

.,
. . . ... - . . . .

.
. , .. , .. ,. .,,' ' .

whore ttheyleylevy worewere to await furthfourthfurtherfartherer orders . TheTh-

elatter

Th-

eater
The-

(87)

Th-

e87(87)87( ) OperationsOperattons ,. latter is whatvmatmat happened (87)87( ) . I reported at-

the

ba-

the

at-
p.5

at
p.5p5Tt ._ F .

Pers.2xpPers2xp:PersPeers . ]xpxp.-
3ri

xp-
3ri

., the 77th Division headquarters as directeddirectgd andand-

found

adj-

ourned

an-
dBrig.HIst.p.43

and-

found

adj-

ourned
Brig.Hist.p.43BrigHistp.43BrigHistp43.Hist.p.43Histp.43Histp43. . . .

found them located in a concrete ststructurelcturelecture thatthat-

had

thatc-

hed

that-

had

thatc-

hed

that-

had

thatc-

hedhad apparently teenbeen builtbQl1t for some German officerofficer-

of

offic-
er

officer-

of

offic-
erof high rank , as it contained all. of tthele con-concon-

veniences

con-

veniences

concon-

veniences

¬-

veniencesleniencies and somsomasomdtsodsomssomas of the luxariesluxuries of a well-wellwell-

kept

wa-

llet
well-

kept

wa-

llet
well--

kept

w-
ell

ke-
pt

-

kept home , the whole "beingbeing" surrounded by flowerflower-

gardens
flo-

wer
flower-

gardens
flo-

wer
flower-

gardens
flo-

wergardens and trimmed shrubbery . On my arrivalarrival-

I

arriva-

lI found one officer on dutyuty , a lieutenant , andand-

he

ano-

de

and-

he

ano-

dehe iinformedformed me thattilatteattilt the General was asleep andand-

could

han-

dhold

and-

could

han-

dhold

and-

could

han-

dholdcould nonott be d1disturbedstul'bedstulbedstubbed' . . I waited until eighteight-

o'clook

eight-

o'clock

eight-

o1clocko'clookoclooko'clockoclockcloak' , when the General appeared . . I reportedreported-

to

reporte-

dto him and stated my business . He was muchmuc-

hsurprised

muc-

hsurprised

muc-

hsurprisedsurprised, and said that he had not asked forfor-

tanks

fra-

nks
for-

tanks

fra-

nks
for-

tanks

fra-

nkstanks and diddiet not know anything about thethe-

matter

th-

eater
the-

matter

th-

eater
the-

matter

th-

eatermatter . He then made Inquiry of his staffstaff"-

but

staff-

but

sta-
ff

,

but" they apparently knew no more than he diddid.-

The

did-

The

dit-
her

.

The General then asked me some questions con-

46
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46

con-concon-
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.

eemindeemingcerningcorning ttethetote" s usee of tamistanl'stanlstankstamstans:' and . whether or not they-

could

th-
ey

theythey-

could
th-

ey
they-

could
th-

eycould, operate throthrobthroughDh vwoodedcodedodedboded swamps . I explainexplain-explain-

ed

explai-
ne

, -¬

eed to him ththatat they wouldviouldviol nonotttllOtallowdollO so30, well in thatthat-

sort

sta-

tor
that-

sort

sta-

tor
that-

sort

sta-

torsort of country . lieIreHe then saidse.idseidsid. . thsthisthat.t tlththey: cyo.yoy. hs.dhsdhadsdhs.d-

not

had-

not

han-

dout

had-

not

han-

dout

.
not askouas1c0Jaskask3... fofor:.'" tankstank "butbut" as theythJYthY tigerwereWir3.: :, there theythey-

might

hem-

ming

they-

might

hem-

ming

they-

mi

the-
mmightht as well "bebeb

" used , and for me! e to take them-

up

he-
mp

themthem-

up

he-
mp

them-

up

he-
mpup the main road until I found a front line regGregreg-

iment

reg-regGregreg-

i

Regi-

s

reg-

iment

¬-

imentpimentoi entKent , report to the commandingcornr.1andingcornr1anding. officer thereof-

and

there-
of

thereof ,

anaand. he would.. tell me whatWh1.tWh1twh.twht[ . to do .
-
YVeWeYvesV e sstartedstarted-

north

star-
ted

started-

north

star-
ted

te.rtertear. t eelee-

lnorth

fe-

edlotnorth andend hsdhadsd gone several kilometers.rilonetersriloneters.: : whenYvl.enYvlenmenYlem!: . wewe-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

wer

we-

were

se-

werwere overtaken by a motorcycle messenger with anan-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

node

an-

order

a-

nodeorder relieving us from duty with the 77th Div-Div-Div-

ialon

Div-

alent

Div-

ision

DivDiv-

ision

¬-

isionialonvisionalone and directing our return to LTontblainville-

(88)

LTontblainvill-

e88

MontblainvilleMTontblainviile

(88)88( ) PerPers.ExrPersExrPerspex.EyEy.Ex1Ex1. " (88)88( ) . Thus ended our expedition into strangestranget-

.pyaritnry
stra-

ngest
strang-

eterritory
stra-

ngestterritoryt.p-yaritnryt.pyaritnryt.ptpyaritnryartery. - . The thing that stuck in my craw the-

longest

te-

lnet
thethe-

longest

te-

lnet
the-

longest

te-

lnetlongest about this last little foray was notnot-

the

ano-

ther

not-

the

ano-

ther
'-

work
w-

ork'

the useless work and worry-worryworrythatworrywart, - that was part ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe job-jobjobbuthobbit- but the fact that the 77th DivisionDivision-

Headquarters

Division-

Headquarters
-

Headquarters did not offer me any breakfastbreakfast-

when

breakf-
ast

,

when I couldoouldGould see it on the table ready to be-

eaten

b-

eaten

bebe-

eaten

b-

eaten

be-

eaten

b-

eateneaten just as I left . I had had nothing to eat-

but

seat-

belt

eateat-

but

seat-

belt

eat-

but

seat-

beltbut a cupoupLoup of coffeeooffee since the evening before.-

We

before-

We

befor-
e

before .

We started out this morning at three o'clockoclocko'olookoolookcookbook' .

When we reached , our assembly positionposition-

late

positio-

nal
position-

late

positio-

nal
position-

late

positio-

nallate on the evening of October llth11thlilt , ordersorders-

were

ord-
ers

orders-

were

ord-
ers

orders-

were

ord-
erswere awaiting us directingdireoting the relief of thethe-

tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

etatank units from the line for reorganization and-

the

ant-

hem

andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe formation of a provisional company from-

the

frot-

hed

fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe personnel and . tanks of all units to operate
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east of the Aire.AireAires. River in suppOl-suppOlSllppOlsuppleSloppilysuppOlofspoofsupport-* t! of the First-

Division

lirstFirstlistFirst-

Division

?

iivislonDivisionlivelongiivislon)0:.) . /)0)00/, );:> o far as I can find , no statisticsstatistics-
are

statisti-
csare available as to casualties in the JesternwesternJesterwestern-

Detachment

wes-
terner

Western-

Detachment

Wes-
terneretachmentDetachment , 504th304th brigade ., Tank Corps , duringduring-

the

duri-
ng

during-

the

duri-
ngthe period September 26th-26th26thOctober- October llth11thlilt ., 1918 .

ANALYSISANALY3IS AmAlIDMD) CRITICISM .

Taken as a whole , the operations of-

the

of-

ten

ofof-

the

of-

tenthe tantankss in thetheestsrntests/estsrnestsrnJesterniesternWesternJestercistern;. / DetachmentJetachment may "bebe" con-concon-

sidered

con-

sidered

concon-

sidered

¬-

sideredsidereal as successful . They materially as-asas-

sisted

as-

sisted

asas-

sisted

¬-

sistedsited the Infantry to advance on many occaocca-Bocaocca-

sions

occa-

sions

occa-

sions

¬-

sionsscions and saved themthen many casualties , .specially-

on

specially-
on

eeeiallyo-

n
speciall-

y
e©eeeially. ciallycalmly

on thethathan first day .

The morale factor was always present-

whether

presen-

tment
present ,

whether or not the tankstan :' s were used. . Troops-

seemed

Tro-
ops

TroopsTroops-

seemed

Tro-
opsseemed to feel a sense of securlsecurelysecurityty when tanks-

were

answ-

ered

tantankstanks-

were

answ-

ered

s

were present , whether justljustlyjustifiedieddied or not .

The effect on the enemy was probablyprobably-

the

probab-

ly
probably-

the

probab-

lythe greatest factor . The German soldier fearfear-fear-

ed

fear-

ed

fear-

ed

¬-

ed tanks and never got over the fear of them.-

and

them-

and

thre-

ad
them .,

and the very fact that tanks were present in-

any

na-

nny

inin-

any

na-

nnyany sector seera'edseeraedseemedserrated' to make them nervous and-

uneasy

An-

dreas

andand-

uneasy

An-

dreasuneasy . They had no positive means of corn-

-batting

c-
orn

ba-
tting

oom-oomcom-comboomoo-

mbatting

co-

mbating

co-

mbatting

co-

mbating

-

batting tanks other than by direct action ofof-

cumbersome

of-

cumbersomeoumbersomecumbersome artillery .

The tacticstactiostractions were faulty in many in-inin-

stanoes

in-

stances

in-

stances

inin-

stances

¬-

stances-stancesstanoes-stanoesstancesespeciallystanoesespecially- especially when they were used as-

raiding

st-

riding
asas-

raiding

st-

ridingraiding parties in the edges of the forest-

unsupported

forestforest-

unsupportedunsupported by infantry troopstroops-troopstroopsnothingtrapshooting, "- nothing to-

gain

To-

ngan

toto-

gain

To-

ngangain ; muchmuohmouth to be lost .
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SheThe formatformationio n in cocolumnlumnlumen on oneono roroadroad-

on

rad-
on

road.-

on

road-

on

rad-
on

ad.

on entering ApremontApramontPremonitionParamount the first time , on Septemseptem-Septumseptem-

b

Septemb-

er

Septem-

bdr

Septem-

ber

Septem-

ber

¬-

berbdrbeerdrb.rr. 28th ,. waswa.s. faulty and might have resultedresulted.-

in

resulted-

in

resulte-

d
..

in disaster had the enemy posted an artilleryartillery-
piece

artill-
ery

artillery-
piece

artill-
erypiece in a concealed position along the roadroad-

to

roa-

d
road-

to

roa-

dto firelire on the columncolurnn at close range . Sur-SurSlurSu-

rprise

SurSlurSu-

rprise

ur-urur-

prise

su-

rprise

¬-

prisepraise was probably the reason for lack of suchsuch-

a

suc-

ha disposition on his part-partpartsurpriseparterres, - surprise thths.tthstthathast.t wew-

eshould

en-

shroud

w-

eshould

en-

shroudshould. adopt such a vulnerable formationformation.-

They

formation-

They

format-
ion

.

They were prepared for our coming across thethe-

open

Th-

orpe

the-

open

Th-

orpeopen plain . We idn'tidntdidn'tdidntdintCtidnCetin *' ! go that way .

The entrance of the reserve unit intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

atethe fight on the first day was , I think , thethe-

most

the-

rmos

the-

most

the-

rmosmost costly error of the whole operationoperation.-

There

operation-

There

operat-
ion

.

There were enough tanks in the assault companycompan-

yif

compa-

ny

,

if used in the proper place , to have accomplishaccomplish-accomplish-

ed

¬-

ed all that both of them did , leaving a completecomplete-

and

compl-
ete

complete-

and

compl-
eteand unused unit to take up the advance with thethe-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nantInfantry the following morning . I believe thethe-

commanding

ch-

eckmating

the-

commanding

ch-

eckmatingcommanding officer ooff Company "AA" " ,. 345th Bat-BatBa-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

BatBa-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon , was responsible for this early commitcorronit-corronitcommit-coronetcorroni-

tment

coro-
nate

commit-

ment

commit-

ment

¬-

mentmeant of the reserve , and it was dueclue not soso-

much

sl-

ouch

so-

much

sl-

ouchmuohmuchmouth to necessityneoessity as to a desire to get intointo-

the

inst-

ate

into-

the

inst-

atethe big show as soon as possible , without re-rere-

gard

re-

gard

rere-

gard

¬-

gardguard . to his orders and. without thought ooff thethe-

effect
t-

hee
the-

effect
t-

heeeffect his actaotoat would , have on future operations .

After the capture ofot VarenneaVarennesArleneArdennes allallt-

anks

sal-

tpans

allt-

anks

sal-

tpanstanks should , have been rallied , south of thatthat-

placefor

that-

place

tail-

raceplaoeplaceplaoeforplace-forplaceforplatformfor-for- reorganization and . re-orientationreorientationre-orlentat1onorlentat1on- .
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They were of very little , if aanyy use to thethe-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nant
the-

infantry

te-

nantinfantry the remainder of the afternoon , asas-

there

au-

stere

as-

there

au-

stere

as-

there

au-

sterethere was complete ladelaclclackacc of coordination *.

The carrcarryingyingdying of gasoline on t.letletietalet.le-

tails
At-

lantis

tie-

tails
te-

als
the-

tails
h-

eals
:.

tails of combat tanks enteringent3ring battle displaydisplay-disdaisdisplay-

ed

lay-laylay-

ed

clay-

ed

¬-

ed poorooror judgment andandunderestimation-underestimationunderestimation- of thethe-

intelligence

the-

intelligence
. . . , " . "

intelligence ooff theenemythenemythe"6nemythe6nemyHenleyCheneythe-the"""*- nemyEmmy .

The point selected for thetie adminisadminis-admonishadadmini-

strative

admini-

strative

minis-minismini-

strative

infil-

trative

¬-

trativereactive ralUralrallyingyingdying point was too far to the rearrear.-

This

rear-

This

ear-
ths

.

Thi3This error could have been corrected later inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe evening but I laclacelackedlaced,": ed the aggressivenessaggressiveness-

ne

aggressivene-

ss

aggressiveness-

necessary

aggressiv-
eness

aggressiveness-

necessary

aggressiv-
enessnenecessarycessaryCesar to changeohange an existing s1situationtuationtuition notnot-

of

mo-

tto

not-

of

mo-

tto

not-

of

mo-

ttoof my making ,.

A detailed reconnaissance should havehave-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
vebeen made the night of iJeptemberSeptemberaeptember 26th-27th26th27th- toto-

find

co-

ffined

to-

find

co-

ffined

to-

find

co-

ffinedfind agoodgooda goodoodod route of advanceadvanoe , so as to insureinsure-

the

insurr-

ect

insure-

the

insurr-

ect

insure-

the

insurr-

ectthe arrival of thetine tanks at the Infantry 1:10Si-1:10Si110Siposi-posiposit1:10-

Sition

posi-

tion

:posipositposi-

tion

¬-

tionion the next morning in time for the attackattack-

at

attac-

k
attack-

at

attac-

k
attack-

at

attac-

kat 5:30530: . This was not done .

The error ooff having the administraadministra-administrantadministra-

tive

administra-

tive

administra-

tive

¬-

tivetie rallying point too far from the InfantryInfantry-

front
Infan-

try
Infantry-

front
Infan-

try
Infantry-

front
Infan-

tryfront lines was repeated constantly throughoutthroughout-

the

througho-

utthe whole . This remediedJ operation error was
.

J'..JJ,
" "

'

, " _ .
,I

.JJ'.. -"" -.:"'- " Ss-SsS-
sJI

Su-

sie

-
.

L (11.
,

'
\

,,

.

. JIJIwomewhatLater(/womewhat\LaterwomewhatLatersomewhat/ 'omewhaLateromewhaLatersomewhat'omeWhasomewhat ).\ aterafter by leaving the tanks with the-

nantry
te-

nant
the

* I' / V \ <
'<j L.,..JJ. . '(

,jljJCLjl\jl \ Infantrynantrygantry; and supplying them by other meansmeans-

from

me-
ans

means-

from

me-
ans

means-

from

me-
ansfrom the assembly 1:108i1108i:positiontionion .

The oonsolidanonsolidconsolidationoonsolidat'ionoonsolidation'ion of the two oom-oomcom-comboomoo-

mpanies

co-

mpanies

co-

mpanies

comco-

mpanies

¬-

paniespansies into one group was , I think , a mistakemistake.-

The

mistake-

The

mista-
ke

.

The companiesoompanies should , have been kept asas-

separate

as-

severate

as-

separate

as-

severateseseparatearateaerate units regar&lessregarlessregardless& of their strength .

boo50 .
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ThisOulThisTtwuldThisTheistThis waldTtwuldwealdTwirled\\OulOulFoul\\ . haveha.v:3ha.v3hav3. "
: mader13.J.er13J.er13Jemate! .. for "betterbetter" eses-es.-,espritesrit, r1ritBritt andand-

would

han-

dhold

and-

would

han-

dholdwould.. have1aYe fostered that ;grillerilerifle( of organizationorganization-

that

organizat-
ion

organization-

that

organizat-
ionthathanthatt is 'Nb.oNb.oNboNebo'v/hollyvhollyMnollyMolly/ . llyally lacking in proviProvoprovisionals10nal units'units.-

3ach

units3-

ach
ni ts .

EachachBach company should have "beenbeen"

22ceptkepteptSept totogethertogether-

and

togeth-
er

together-

and

togeth-
er

zetherether
and. separate from the other,other. , and oror.lyorlyorally. y onlJoneconjon llrliLillieuunit-

used

unit-

ized

n i tt-

uised

t-

russedllsoduisedLloydguised each0ach day , exceptexceI'ltexceIltexcel' on Spp.cSppcSipcospecial. .8l8l.: ocas.i-
o

ocasi-
o

occasio-
n

occasionsoccasions.-

the

occasions-

the

occasio-
ns

?
. . .-

s
s.

.,

therebyre "byby"

.
,?ivinivinsIrvindivinesivingdivingivinstoLivingston,? to the corncom onySony?°2iyI1Y one 'day'laylay in ';v-'hich-

to
v'hich-

to

hich-

to

hitc-

h
';-'hichhitchhich-

to

hitc-

hto make all minor repairs , clean equiequipequipmentequipment.-

etc

equipment-

etc

equipm-
ent

entKent .,

etc . This would have put each organiorganicorganizationorganisation-

on

organization-

on

organizati-
on

atlonAlton

on its metal in the eneavorendeavorendeavor[ to _ke3p; eGpeepegobeep DorcmoreDoricmore-

tanks

Orl-

eans
noro-

tanks

Mor-

occanstanks on the line than the rival company .

Cooperation was very poor betweenbetween-

the

betwe-
en

between-

the

betwe-
en

"between-

the

between-

the

betwe-
en

"

the Infantry and TanTanunitsManumitsTan.cTancTan-Tan.,. -. units . :'Thisr'hisrhishis was duedue-

in

Dune-

din

due-

in

Dune-

din

due-

in

Dune-

dinin most part to the ignorSignorignorance1ce on tthee part ofof-

each

ov-

erarch

of-

each

ov-

erarch

of-

each

ov-

erarcheach of thetie capabilities and limitations ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

o--

Tthe

oT-

the

Ti-

the

-

the other . TanTank' tactics were ununnownunknownunknown':;nownknown at thatthat-

tiwe

Ha-

ttie
that-

time

Ha-

ttie
that-

time

Ha-

ttietiwetimetie to mostostcost infinfoinfantryltrytry officers , and were veryver-
ylittle

over-

written

ver-
ylittle

over-

writtenlittle understood even by tank officersofficers.-

At

officers-
At

office-
rs

.

At the Tank School3chool3ehool at LanLaneresLangresLandersFlangesresRees ,. the mechanicsmechanics-

of

mechani-
cs

mechanics-

of

mechani-
csof drills and formations had been stressed to-

the

t-
ote

toto-

the

t-
otethe neglectneglootergot of memethodstaodstoads, and meanslneansleans ooff oooperationcooperationcooperation-

with

cooperat-

ion
cooperation-

with

cooperat-

ionwith the Infantry . A tank officeroffioer supportingsupporting-

or

supportin-

gor attachedattaohed to an Infantry unit should3hould be aa-

part

a-

partpartart of the combat team and should be zivenlivengivenliven-

all
liv-

en
iven-

all

ven-

allyall information of the situation , both general;general-

and

gene-
ral

general-

and

gene-
raland special , that is usually given an infantryinfantry-

staff
infan-

try
infantry-

staff
infan-

trystaff officer . This was not done , and tank-

officers
ta-

keoff
tanktank-

officers
ta-

keoffofficers were usually in the AarkdarkArk as to whatwhat-

was

white-

wash

what-

was

white-

washwas to be accomplishedaocomplished , other than in their-

b1

their
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immed.iaimmediaimmediacyimmediate. te sesectorctoractor . BrigadeBrigad.e. ai.daidaLdardauldWard:. battalion COcomCOliColincom-

manders

: li-lil-

imanders

l-

imners

, ¬-

manderswandersmaunders ., especially the latter , should keepkeep-

the
ke-

pt
keep-

the
ke-

pt
keep-

the
ke-

ptthe front line tank uniZuniunitt commanders i:1.formedi1.formedi1formedinformedi:1.formed-

each

informede-

acAII

inform-

ed
informed-

each

inform-

ed
:.

eacheacAIIASCII day of vl'1atvl1atvfzatv 'iatfiat is (oinggoingdoing on in the unit sectorsector-

to

sect-
or

sector-

to

sect-
orto the rightri ht and. loftleft ., and \vhathatWriatWrit objective allall-

t
al-

t
all-

this
alt-

heas

all-

this
alt-

heastthisis effort is leadinglead.ing. up to . Such3uch informainforma-informalinforma-

tion

informa-

tion

informa-

tion

-¬-
tionion ws.swssW2.SW2Swaswasps.. non-existentnonexistent- in our units during thisthis-

operation

this-

operation

this-

operationoperation . As an instinsetinstancencenice : I did not knowkno-

wuntil

kn-
out

kno-

wuntil

kn-
out

kno-

wuntil

kn-
outuntil after the war that it was a part of thethe-

plan

the-

spian

the-

plan

the-

spianplan for the 28th Division to move up the Aire-

J.iver

Care-

giver

Aire-

liver

Air-

liner

AireAiresAire-

iver

Care-

giverJ.iverJiverJive)iverliverdiver. on its rightri ht ., leaving ibsitsdibs left far behind , ), t
1 ,

and gradually flank thet:1et1et--ete:'--, Germans ououtt of the fOfor-

d

for-for! -
forT"_
/TT/est . I mifihtmihtmightmisfit! have acted differentldifferentdifferentlyy hhadaa-

mown

m-

own

d. IinaneInaneI Eaveinaneave )
'' <.,., ./knownlmownmownmown this .

The Battalion Coc1rCorianderComr.nanderComrnanderComrade.
. anderLander hadhe.dhedheed. . his com-comcom-

mand

com-

mand

comcom-

mand

¬-

mandMandy post too far to the rear after thetale second-

day

second-

ary

secondsecond-

day

second-

aryday . He should always have been near hishis-

front

shir-

tfront

his-

front

shir-

tfrontfront line units so that he could exerciseexercise-

direot

exerc-
ised

exercise-

direct

exerc-
ised

exercise-

direct

exerc-
iseddireotdirect control and influenceinfluenoe the actions ofof-

his

oa-

fish

of-

his

oa-

fish

of-

his

oa-

fishhis subordinate commanders . Our BattalionBattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alion

BattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alion

BattalionC-

ommander

Batt-
alionCommander did not visit us for the perioderiodperiod Septem3eptem-3eptemSeptem-Septum3eptem-

ber

Septem-

ber

Septem-

ber

¬-

berbeer 26thOcto26th-26th26thOctober- OctoOctOctoberberbeer 10thlOthcloth ., ,

Tanks should not be used . for ppatrol-

purposes

parap-

hrases

: troltrolltrol-

This

tro-

ths
trol-

purposes

turb-

opropspurposes . This was done frefarefrequentlyqtiqtDentlyDentallyentlygently withoutwithout-

any

witho-

ut
without-

any

witho-

ut
without-

any

witho-

utany benefit being derived , therefromwherefrom . ObservaObserva-ObserveObserv-

ation

Observ-

ation

Observ-

ation

¬-

tionion from a tank is too limited for suchsuohsough use .

Tanks should not be sent far fromfrom-

their

frot-

hier
from-

their

frot-

hiertheir "basebase" for 0operationerat10n in another sectorsector-

as

secto-

rs

,

as was done on October 11th,llth11thlilt , without firstfirstk-

nowing

forek-

nowing

firstk-

nowing

forek-

nowing

firstk-

nowing

forek-

nowingknowing what is wanted , and where . LactLaotActLot ooff co-coco-

u

cou-

p

co-

ordination

co--

ordination

c-o or-

dination

-

ordlnatiO'nordlnatiOnordination' shown here .

. u
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On October 7th the Battalion ComCo-

mmander

80m-80mCom-Com80m-

mander

Co-

mmander

¬-

mandermaunder acted unwisely in detailinrandetailingdetailingdetailinr an incomincom-incomeincom-

petent

incom-

petent

incom-

petent

¬-

petentpatent officer to conmandcommandcorlma.ncorlmanColeman.. a uniZuniunitt in combatcomba-

tover

comba-

tive

comba-

tover

comba-

tiveover the protest of the eomnandercomcandercommander actuallyactually-

on

actual-
lyon the ground. . The commandercomm8l1c1.ercomm8l1c1ercommancier. of the uniZuniunitunit-

failed

un-
ified

unit-

failed

un-
ified

t

failed in his duty when he did not modify-

the

modi-
fy

modifymodify-

the

modi-
fythe Battalion CommandersCommander's' orderor .0r0r. regardless-

of

regardles-
so

regardle-
ss

regardless

ofo f consequences to himself.himsshims li' . . Lack ofo f aaggreagreegres-gresgoresgres-

siveness

rest-

iveness

rec--

siveness
r-ec siv-

eness
r-

ecd
Inv-

erness
ti-tit-

isiveness

i-

nsaneness

-

sivenessInverness is unpardonable , but this is mainlymainly-

due

main-
ly

mainly-

due

main-
lydue to 1naccurainaccuratete or01)0101)no) no knowledge of the generalgeneral-

situation

genera-

lization

genera-

lsituation

genera-

lizations1situationtuationtuition and the commander'scommanderscommander ' plans . AllAll-

officers

Fa-

lsifiers

All-

officers

Fa-

lsifiers

All-

officers

Fa-

lsifiersofficers must bobe tlthoroughlyorouehlyporously and carecarefullyfully in-inin-

structed

in-

structed

inin-

structed

¬-

structedstrutted so that they may understandund.erstand. the part-

they

par-

tite
partpart-

they

par-

tite

part-

they

par-

titethey are to play: in the general plan ,.

L&SLSLESONSLESIONSL.& ) ONSNS .

The lessons to be learned from thisthis-

series

thie-

veries

this-

series

thie-

veries

this-

series

thie-

veriesseries of small actions , as set forth in termsterms-

of

ter-
ms

terms-

of

ter-
ms

terms-

of

ter-
msof the Principles of WarAfar ., are as follows :

(1)1( ) The Principle of the ObjectiveObjective-

was

Objecti-
vewas at all times adhered to-totothattooth- that of assisting-

the

assisti-
ng

assisting

the infantryInfant y units to which attached to advance-

and

advan-

ce
advancead.vancdadvancdadvancedadvance-

and

advan-

ce
ad.vancd-

and

advanc-

ed

.
and obtain their objective , thereby causingcausing-

the

causi-
ng

causing-

the

causi-
ng

causing-

the

causi-
ngthe enemy to withdraw .

(2)2( ) The Principle of the OffensiveOffensive-

was

Offensi-

ve
Offensive-

was

Offensi-

ve
Offensive-

was

Offensi-

vewas observed ,. throughout , with but one notablenotable-

exoeption

not-
able

notable-

exception

not-
able

notable-

exception

not-
ableexoeptionexception , that of OctoberOotober 7th .

(3)3( ) Mass was employed , in the initial-

action

initiali-

zation

initialinitiala-

otion

install-

ation
initial-

action

initiali-

zationaotionactionabortion by placinglacing units in depth ( column ofof-

b35553b3 .



companicompaniedcompanies'38)38) . It WCLSwasAWLS violated . l3terlater, in tthe-

first
th-

eirs
theth-

efirst

th-

eirs
ee-

first
f-

irstfirst daydaJrdar when thothethou reservere servoserve company memergedmer--cdmercdmerer- cd wiwithwith-

t
wit-

h

with-

the

withh-

eld

thth-

the

thi-

therthet ' e assault companycompL.nycompLnycompLy. without ordersorclersforcers , IGavingleavingGravingIGavin-
gIi

Gravi-
ng

leavin-
glittle

leav-
ing

leavin-
glittle

leav-
ingIilittlettletitle or no reserve for the Corps CommanderCommander.-

On

Commander-

On

Command-

er

.

On subsesubsetsubsubsequentse guuentguestlent dates tanlcstankstanktalc were ., with a fewfew-

exceptions

few-

exceptions

few-

exceptionsexceptions , ussdUS9Qusedbussed only at critical placesplaces.-

Tanks

places-

Tanks

place-
man

.

TanksTanksvereTransverse\v/erevere\vereverewereverge/ too few in this division sector toto-

affect

ta-

ffeta
to-

C

toc-

k( , affect its operaoperationtiotrio n as a wholewholo . 'Tanks'ranksranks
;
' ,

. .
_

. . ,
. ' .'.; Y.A-Y.AY.A'-

k

'--
.
,.- -: \'' , . . .'r-'rr'r-r

)'"-(/ \f; r' " , '-

k
k',. ' ' UU", '.

should be used in c.. reatgreat nunfberff/nunfberffnumber/numbernunfberffwhennumberwhennumbernumber // whenwhen'thewhenthewhether
.

>
"'

" the mai-

neffort

M-
aine

main<"'-- -. . " ., . . '

'

effort is beingbeinbegin : made'emade . 'V/eVe'IVeIVeI've,
'-'e'ee-,/' may say that the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
thethe-

tanks

te-

akstan-k-stankstanks- - always attacked in mass , as the GermansGermans-

had

Germa-

ns
Germans-

had

Germa-

ns
G-ermans-

had Germans-

had

Germa-

ns
-

had no tanks with which to meet an attackattack-

with

atta-
ck

attack-

with

atta-
ck

attack-

with

atta-
ckwith weapons of this character .

(4)4( ) Economy of ITorce20rceTore.
?orceforce was not alwaysalways-

observed
alw-ays
always-

observed
alw-ays
always-

observed-

alway-

sobserved
al-ways
alway-

sobservednotablyobserved-observedobservednotablyobservant- notably thetbetube first day when all unitsunits-

were

unans-

wered

units-

were

unans-

weredwere thrown into action wiwithoutthouttout orders andand-

when

san-

dmen

and-

when

san-

dmen

and-

when

san-

dmenwhen not needed .

(5)5( ) Movement is one of the lndamentalfundamentallineamentfundamenta-

lcharacteristics
funda-

mental
fundamenta-

lcharacteristics
funda-

mental
lndamenta-

lcharacteristioscharacteristioscharacteristics of tanks . Their immunity fromfrom-

small

Ro-
mmel

from-

small

Ro-
mmel

from-

small

Ro-
mmelsmall arms fire presupposes that tankst&1kst1ks& willwill-

maneuver

W-
ilma

will-

maneuver

W-
ilma

will-

maneuver

W-
ilmamaneuver against rresistances1stanoe that has imnlobilizedimmobilizedimnlobilize-

dall

immobiliz-

ed
immobilize-

dall

immobiliz-

ed
immobilize-

dall

immobiliz-

edall other ground combat elements . This prinprin-primprin-

oiple

prin-

ciple

prin-

ciple

prin-

ciple

¬-

cipleoiplecrippleoiled was violated on October 7th when thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks were withdrawn soon after the assaultassault-

and

assault-

ed
assault-

and

assault-

ed
assault-

and

assault-

edand held immobile in rear of the lines .

( (6)6( 6)6) Surprise was obtained , in the inin-

itial
in-inin-

itial
in-

itial

¬-

itialtrial attackattaok by concealmentoonoealment in woods and makingmakin-

gall

maki-
ng

makin-

gall

maki-
ng

makin-

gall

maki-
ngall movements at night . This principleprinciplewasprincipleprinciple waswa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilated

wa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilated

wa-

sviolated

ass-

ibilatedviolated, at ClermontClaremont on September 24tb24th when
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the 345th Battalion detrained , in "broadbroad
"

, daylightdaylight-

and

daylig-

ht
daylight-

and

daylig-

htand moved to assassemblyemblypebbly popositionssi tionsions . AftarAft'3rAft3rAfterAfar' theth-

einitial

te-

ntacle
th-

einitial

te-

ntacleinitia.linitial. attack surprise was obtained only byb-

yapearin

B-

avarian

by-

appearing

b-

atteringapDearinsapearinaspersionsappearing;.) ; froufroBfromfroroB unexpectedunaxpect0d directions and byby-

rnoverent

by-

movement

be-

musementmovecentrnoverentmovementrover.: to assassaultlltlilt positions under cover ofof-

darkness

o-

dorless

of-

darkness

o-

dorlessdarkness .

(7)7( ) The Principle of SeSecuritycuricuria ty WB.SWBSwasBSwa-

susually

ase-

xually
wa-

susually

ase-

xually
.

usually oobserved) served by movinmoving
.
,_ ;: at ninijhtrightnight_ ;ht . InIn-

some

Wi-

nsome

In-

some

Wi-

nsomesome cases this principleprinciplo wwass flaflabflagrantly-

violated

flagra-
ntly

flagrantlyrantlyraptly
. . .

. ..
. " , .

" . '. .YJ9.1aYJ9.1aYJ91a. violated.
d

.
bybj" mcloveniriovemenprizemenlverrlaver .t"pts.tptstptsen'senstapstotsJens. ? " ' s acrossacx.c.ssacxc.ssacxcssaccessac.racracre.

.

'
. . s ",. , os-F.asF.asF.aFasofaop:.- .. ' / .tp.r&in.1tprin.1tprin1.ttors&intorsintorsion.rrairrairaid. ! & ,. .iiiiii.

. .ii-

ibroad

ii.-

broad

ii-

broad

fi-

broid

.

broad daylight , notably north of J\J\ontblain-ontblainJontblainMontblain-MontblainoutlawingJonathanMantlingMontblai-

nville

Montblain-

-ville

Montb-
lain

vil-le
Mantl-

ing vil-e ontblain-

ville

-

villevile on Jeptember3eptemberSeptember 28th .

(8)8( ) The plan for the initial tanktank-

attack

tam-

arack

tank-

attack

tam-

arack

tank-

attack

tam-

arackattack was simple in the extreme . OrdersOrders-

were

Ord-
ers

Orders-

were

Ord-
ers

Orders-

were

Ord-
erswere short and free from hampering contingencontingen-contingentcontingen-

cies

contingen-

cies

contingen-

cies

¬-

ciescines . On subsequent days orders were mostlymostly-

oral

mos-
tly

mostly-

oral

mos-
tly

mostly-

oral

mos-
tlyoral or short written messagesmessa6es tailing onlyonly-

what

on-
ly

only-

what

on-
ly

only-

what

on-
lywhat was ttoo be done , where and when , leavingleaving-

to

leavin-
gto the subordinate his fullfill initiative as toto-

how

th-

row

to-

how

th-

row

to-

how

th-

rowhow .

(9)9( ) The Principle of CooperationCooperation-

was

Cooperati-

onwas probablyrobably violated more often than observed-

This

observ-

ed
observedobserved-

This

obser-
vedThis was due in most Instancesinstanoes to a lack ofof-

knowledge

of-

knowledgeknowledge of the capabilities and limitationslimitations-

of

limitatio-
nsof eacheaohLeah of the arms by officers of the otherother.-

The

other-

The

oth-
er

.

The tank was a new weapon and many officersofficersofficersh-

ad
office-

rs
officers-

had

office-
rshad never even . seen one ,. let alone made a studystudy-

of

stud-
y

study-

of

stud-
yof its use . Infantry plans and intentionsintentions-

were

intenti-
ons

intentions-

were

intenti-
onswere seldom made known to the tank commanderoomm.anderoommandercomm.anndercommannder. .
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HigherHi her commandersco nandersmeanders , notably battalion commancomman-Commandcomma-

nders

comrcomercomma-

nders

an-anan-

ders

¬-

dersdears , failed , to keekeelkeep their subordinate com-comcom-

mand.ers

com-

manders

com-

manders

comcom-

manders

¬-

mandersmand.ersmaunders. informed. as to their intentions and-

plans

An-

deans

andand-

plans

An-

deansplans so that allll could work totogetherether toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe cocommonon end . Liaison between tank com-comcom-

manders

com-

manders

comcom-

manders

¬-

mandersmaunders and infantry commanders at the front-

was

front-

als

frontfront-

was

front-

alswas very weak . They very seldom got to-toto-

gether

to-

gether

toto-

gether

¬-

getherether and discussed how support could best-

be

best-

ed

bestbest-

be

best-

edbe rendered the Infantry . This ., I thinkthink-

was

thi-
nk

,

was due to inexperience on the part ofo f thethe-

tank

th-

eta
the-

tank

th-

etatank comcommandersanders . This should have been cor-corcoircor-

rected

cor-

rected

corcoircor-

rected

¬-

rectedreacted by the higher command .

The outstanding lesson brought out-

by

gou-

ty

outout-

by

gou-

tyby this series of small tank acactionsions was thethe-

totally

te-

etotal

the-

totally

te-

etotaltotally inadequate number of tankstans}: for an-

operation

an-

nexation

anan-

operation

an-

nexationoperation of this magnitude . Had the AmericanAmerican-

Army

Americ-

ana
American-

Army

Americ-

anaArmy possessed , even approximately , the numbernumber-

of

numb-

er

number-

of

numb-

erof tanks provided for in the plan for thethe-

spring

the-

spian

the-

spring

the-

spianspring campaign of 1919 , the breaking of thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman line would have occurred several week-

searlier

weeksweek-

searlierearlier than it did . Also , that any nationnation-

whose

nation-

hood

,.

whose armies are opposed to the armies of a-

nation

a-

gnation

aa-

nation

a-

gnationnation of equal rank and who fails to keepkeep-

abreast

kee-

psakes

keep-

abreast

kee-

psakesabreast of the other in the adoptiondoptlon4doption of newnew-

weapons

new-

weaponsweapons , is almost sure of defeat . The German-

sfailed

Ger-
mans

GermansGerman-

sfailed

Ger-
manstailedfailed in this one instance of tanks and. wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d'vehave been defeated , ultimately for this reason-

.all

reason-

all

reasona-

ble

reason .,

all other things being equal . ,. .
I,IheHeThehe meohanizedmechanizedmechanized-

force

mechan-
ized

mechanized-

.force

mechanized-

force

mechan-
ized

.

foraeforceflorae ,. as an Important combat uniZuniunitt ooff any army ,.
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- '-_-hh - . - . _ _ . ._ . .
_

.hh. _ _ _ " - . . . . . .

V/ULSVULSwasUS/as born durindurianduringlrinluring
,

_ this war , and . any nation thatthat-

fails
hat-

fuls
that-

fails
hat-

fuls
fiat-

fails
fan-

tailsfails to nourish this infant unitnit ooff its arcyarmyMarcyarcy-

is

acryl-

ics

arm-

yis

armi-

es

arm-

yis

armi-

esis sliresc.rescrelirescareS' . l'ele"' to pay dearlydeaJlyideally:, .for.corcorcoir t1t <
.
.< 'j; n.r.0elr0elneglectlactactct soon oror-

late

o-

rate

or-

late

o-

rate

or-

late

o-

ratelate .

LULLULLJLUJTIOKJU.LG3TIOrJULG3TIOrJ,
. TIONION ; ; ANIANDANSIAI ) AN3/l3AN3l3AITITANd . / LAaLama.: .lolo.{ .

(1)1(1)that( llhathat) . . .-.,/hathat-thatthat't'hat'

/' was thothethou training andnd experienceexperience-

of

experienc-

eo

experien-
ceofo f fiet"letlethetale" Tank BrigadeBrigado prior to tlltalltiCtl: :

HeuseHouseHeuseArgonneMeuse-ArgonneMeuseArgonneMuseJargonedIIeuse-ArIIeuseArIvies-ArgonneArgonneJargoned- onneone 0offensiveffensifensve '?
P' 101-

0LUL

A . Its lUiitLiunitsunitelittlishuniteiunite .

;
i 'adadJ.aclJacl.adJcl,'. bebe3nbe-nben'-;,n in traiJj.intraiJjintrainintrainingtrainin-

March

train-
ing

training-LitrainingLi:.
' .-.: i'laailaailea: "' s--

March

sM-

arch

-) . " " ) ' 4t4-

tlIarchlIarchMarchlarch , 1918 . IItt had participatedparticipated.-

in

participated-

in

participate-
dI

participate-

d
.

.
. . .;, ;. .- .. .- . . . .

/
I in one major 'battle-'battlebattlebattle-battleI'battleutbattletbattleJtbattle' - IutJtt . ,4rihiel4rihiel,filhielfilialihieichniteihie-

It
inhe-

rit

...-.
,'

,
. . 1---11-

It
.?

.
.

, .

\ ' . .

.

. . ,

t '

,
.ff. {.

--
7/ It was a new arm and but little was-

knovm

W-

ako
was-

known

W-

ako
waswas-

Lnovm

wai-

stlineIi LnovmknovmknownNom: of its cacapabilitiesbilitiesabilities andand-andlimitaSandinista- limita-

tions

limita-

tions

limitalimitlimita-

lions

limita-

tionslionstionsions .

(2)2(2)hat(2)l1a( )
, . . /l1al1a/hathatthat/ twaswaswas ththee foformationrmaIrma tionion 0off tanLtanktan uniZuniunitsunits-

for

uni-
ts

units-

for

uni-
ts

t ss-

for

f-

orfor the aUac2cattaclattack: at 5:30530: A.lJeptemPaletteA.MAMA.l\A.l. \
. . Jeptem-JeptemSeptem-SeptemJettedSeptumJeptem-

ber

Septem-

ber

Septem-

ber

Jeptem--

ber

Jepte-
m

be-r Jett-
ed

be-
er

-

berbeer 26th '??

A . ColumnColmanColeman of cOfficoffincompaniesanieszanies , first company inin-

line

in-

line

in-

lineline of platoonlatoonplatoon columns , second com-comcom-

8ny

com-

pany

comcom-

pany

¬-

panypanky8ny to follow at 1500 meters . Re-ReR-

eserve

R-

eserve

ReR-

eserve

¬-

serve and training tanks to followfollow-

reserve

follo-

wers
follow-

reserve

follo-

wersreserve at 2000 meters .

(3)3( ) Q,Q , . Why was the order to carrycar y extra gaso-gasogaogaso-

line

gaso-

line

gasogaogaso-

line

¬-

line on tails of combat tanlcstankstalc an errorerror-

A

erro-

r
?

A . The gasoline was set on fire by use ofof-

incendiary

c-

offined
of-

incendiary

c-

offined
of-

incendiary

c-

offinedincendiary bullets , or tracer ammuniammun1-ammun1ammuni-ammoniaammun-

1t1on

ammun-

ition

ammun-

ition

¬-

tiont1onion ,. fired by the enemy . When notnot-

set

mo-

tet

not-

set

mo-

tet

not-

set

mo-

tetset on fire , oontainerscontainers were piercedpierced-

and

pierc-
ed

pierced-

and

pierc-
ed

1erced1erced-

andand. contentsoontents lost .
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(4)4( ) '

, . dhatghathathat was thoth'3th3thethou' missionmis3ion of tantan-tantanunitsmanumits"-. units-

in

uniti-
ng

units-

in

uniti-
ng

unitsunits-

in

uniti-
ngin thet1Ctie}: attack of JepbomberJeptor:1berJeptor1beraeptoMberJeromeSeptember: 26th ,. J.918J9181918.1918-

A

?"

A . To support thetlc: advance oorofi thetl1.ctl1c. 28th28th-

D

28th-

Division

28th-

DivisionDDivisionivi D io n .

(5)5( 5)5)
<<,. . :Did:0id0id tthet-ete'-.ee;. oriHorioriginaloriinal;; inalfinal formation in depthclepthclothclepth-

continue

elep-

hantine

depth-

A

dept-

h

depth-

continue

deth-

roningcontinue aas directed-directeddirected-

A

directe-

d

. ::'-'

A *. ITHoIToo . TheTh3 reserverGserve company was corluicoliccoraiiittedcoraiiitted-

early

eomLiitte-

dearly

emit-
ted

: ttedted
early in.tintdintin .. thee daday .

(6)6( 6)66)I) I1

, . :Did tliQthetulip Infantry occupyoccup.Y. VarennesVarenneArdennesArlenes whe-

nfirst

hea-

dfirst

Whe-

nfirst

Hea-

dfirst

whenwhe-

nfirst

hea-

dfirstfirst ttakento cencenten by theth :) tantankstanxs.-

A

tanxs-

A

tan-
s

( s '
.

A . I'oIoNo;'o . The Infantry fofollov/odfollovodfollowllov/cdllovcdllowcdlovelowed/ . the tanks-

on

tan-
ks

tanks-

on

tan-
ks

tanhstankstanstanhs-

on

transo-

mon their secondsJcond entrance , at 1:30130: 7':1.:? .IIII.
,.. .jj., ; .

.(7)7( 7)7) CCWereWereQ., . Were-Were
- ere there any coordinated attacks byby-

tanks

ob-

tains

by-

tanks

ob-

tains

by-

tanks

ob-

tainstanks on September 26th after thethe-

capture

th-

eatre
the-

capture

th-

eatre
the-

capture

th-

eatrecapture ooff VarennesVarenneArdennesArlenes ?.

A . No . Tank units were completely dis-disdaisdis-

organized

dis-

organized

disdaisdis-

organized

¬-

organized and should have been withwith-with-

drawn

with-

drawn

with-

drawn

¬-

drawn for reorganization .

(8)8( ) QQ, . Did . a spirit of cooperation exist be-bebe-

tween

be-

tween

bebe-

tween

¬-

tweenteen Infantry andand. Tank units duringduring-

thi
duri-

ng
during-

this
duri-

ng
during-

this
duri-

ngthithinthiss offensiveoffensive-

A

offensiv-
e

'*?

A . The spirit existed but due to the-

inexperience

the-

inexperience

thethe-

inexperienceinexperience of officers of both armsarm-

sit

arm-

pit

arm-

sit

arm-

pit

arm-

sit

arm-

pitit failed more often than it succeeded .

(9)9( 9)9) Q.Q , . YasWasYaks "thethe" sending of tanks on missions-

against

missio-

naries

missions-

against

missio-

naries
missionsmissions-

against

missio-

nariesagainst machinemaoh1ne gun nests in the woodswood-

swithout

Word-

sworth

,.

without InfantinfantryJ support ., a properproper-

use

prosper-

ous

proper-

use

prosper-

ous

proper-

ngc

prospe-

ringuse of tanks?

A *. No . Their efforts were dissipated , withwith-

no

with-

in

with-

no

with-

in

with-

no

with-

inno permanent resultsresultsee.
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(10)10( 10)10)
, . LidDid. Battalion CoCommanderConllilanderCornelian,,=nandermeander keep forlardforwardfoulardforlardc-

om

forwa-

rd
forwardc-

ora

forwar-

der

forv/ard-

commanders
fo-rv ardco-

mmanders f-or sar-
coma

':/

comcora :.,lanantlers.ersers. fullyiu- "Llyiu- LlyB- illy" infoj/msdinfojmsdinform3cliY11'OrmecliY11Ormeclinfosd' / of t '
_

1.vv. .-

vs1

1.0101-

.0situation

e-

situation

s-

ituation

:\.

s1situationtuatuba t10n and. of 'lll8lll8';whatthat! . t wasViasVials to bebe-

ac

be-

ach

!) ee-

ac

e-

ach

e-

accomplished

a-

ccomplishedac cOffilicomplicofflecomplain}? ss.lsl'.hd,) d :
i?; '

A . :ITorIoNo . The Battalion ComianderCom.1a.nderCom1a.nderCom1anderCom.ganderComganderCommander! ::.. . gavegave-

no

grav-

en

gave-

no

grav-

en

gave-

no

grav-

enno information ooff what was xil1gbeingbeing-

done

bei-
ng

xil1g-

done

oincoinoin-

done

con-

done

;}

done or of whatvtzatvita the higher commandcommand-

was

comman-

dos

command-

was

comman-

dos

command-

was

comman-

doswas trying to do . He did. not trytry-

in

tryi-

ng

try-

in

tryi-

ngin any way to stistirstimulateulatelate the actionaction-

of

actio-
n

action-

of

actio-
nof hish1s forward units by his influence .

(11)11( 11)11) Q.., . i/asiasSiasSis{/a.sas. tanLtanktan assembly popositions1 tionion too far-

to

far-

o
far-

to

far-

o
farfar-

to

far-

oto the rear ?

A . Yes . Took too longlonelon to get to thethe-

Infantry

te-

nant
the-

Infantry

te-

nantInfantry positions ; also cIDlsedcausedidledcIDlsed-

undue

caused-

undue

cau-
sed

caused-

undue

cau-
sedundue wear and tear on machines .

(12)12( ) Q.QereEre. . /ereeredereWereDerek/ any replacements availableava1lable for-

tanks

fra-

nks
forfor-

tanks

fr-
anks

for-

tanks

fr-
ankstanks broken downdovmdvm or destroyed byby-

the

b-

yte

by-

the

b-

yte

by-

the

b-

ytethe enemy ?

A . No . Replacement tanks were not fur-furfur-

nished

fur-

nished

furfur-

nished

¬-

nishednoshed .
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