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THE BATTLE OF CaklIGWY.
INTZ0DUCT 10N «

A study of “Ihe Battle of Lantigny" would oe incomplete without
including in it the events immediately prececding,with referance to
the Allled situation znd -merican participation in the World sar,since
thiese events werso the sole justification for making this,the first
American offensive,on a scale oul of all preportion to the purely
tactical gains to be had.

.hen the lussian Armies collapsed in 1vi7,the German Armies on
the EBastern Front were transfered to the wWestern isront with the result
that the German forces on the Western Yront were practically doubled.
This gave the Uermans sufficient numerical superiorty to give them the
advantages of the offensive. Consequent}y the¢ drives of iarch 21,1916
and April 9,1916 against the Britisn oth.Army were overwhelming
successes. rhis urought %E:tﬁg most serious crises of the war and the
consequent lowering of the moral of the sllies. (1] Iais cris;ﬁ was
g0 gerious that in order to avert complete disaster the Allies were
forced to accept the principsl of "Unity of Lomuand".

(n March 26,1916 General Pershing complimented Larshal Foch on
his appointment as Commander-in=Chief cf the Allied Armies and also
placed at.hia disposal all the american troops and material in France
to do with as he sew £it .(2). This led to the relief of the lst.Division
(American) from the Ansauville sectorjnorth of Toul,by the 26th Division
(american) om April ,1918. The lst.Division was then moved by rail to

the vicinity of Chaumont-en-Vixen where it was civen intensive training
in the ert of open warfare for two weeks,after which it was moved to
the front and on April 24,1918 it %ock over a sactor of about three
miles & short distance to the west of Montidier. (3] The Divielon wae
at this time attached to the lst.irmy (french) and saw most of 1ts
action in this sector as a part of the 10th.army Gorps (Fremch) under

command of General Vandervurgs (4)e

10th.Army Corpe

(French)

———QNg===

Info.file 1249
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‘he operaticn by the lst Livision,which succ.eded ir reducing the
vantigny salient and gave possassion of the town to the allies,was very
important,not from the tactical gains which were entirely local,but for
its political and pyschological effect upon the Allies whiclh were far-
rogciing. It was a promise of American ailu which gave new hope to the
soldiers and civilians of France and .reat u'rité.-. (6).

~he metal of the American fignting qualities were sorely tried in
this [irst offsnsive mction and the brilliant success attained was
undoubtedly & decisive factor in tiwe decision of the Allied Commander-
in-Chief to employ the 2nd. and érde. American Divisions in the all-
important positions at Chateau Thierry and ...ell'ﬁ wood (7). he immortal
glory gained by these spleundid Divisions was the fulifillment of the
promise made at Cantigny and confirmed the impression created by the
let.Uivision making possivle the counter-ofiensive of July 16,1916 the
brunt of which was placed an american Divisions,without whom Larshal
doch would not have dared risk such a counter offensive since his owa
were sorely depleted. Had the lst.Division

troops including reserves,

failed at Cantigny, it is very doubtful if kershal roch would have
placed enough reliance upon the American Divisions to entrust to them
the important positions they later occupieds (8).
GENERAL SITUATIONs  (PIATE 1)
The sector which was taken over by the lst.Division on April 24,

1918 was approximately five kilometers to the west of iontidier and
faced the village of Cantigny from the south and west generally on
low ground with the enemy holding the village and the high ground on
which it was situated. It was different from the previous experiences

of the division / as in all previous service at the front 1t had taken

over old sectors whioh had been completely urmisﬁlﬂih here it
found itself in e position comsisting of practically mothing but

a series of foxholes im & field of wucut wheat or in woodsywhere the

Fronoh troops had stemmed the German hide at the point of its f&’thi*
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page 69

(10) 1lst.Divisio:
History,
page 74,

(11)1st.Division
History,
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§12) Personal.
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edvance during the offensive of Larch ~l,1918 and the suvseguent

route of the oSritish Othearmy. (9) the secior was at this time still
very actlve especially iu artiilery.lhe vermsn artillery sent over

an average of 5,4U0 rounds daily and the u.merican artiilsry returneud
tas compliment with approximately three times that amount. lhe pesk

of this srtillery fire was reacned on the night of Lkay 2-3,1918 when
the LGermens sent over more than 15,000 mustard gas and high exp_osive
shells within a period of % hours on the l6th.Infantry in the }ininity
0f Villers=lournelle causing some 850 casualties. (10)

{he werman lines opposite the lst.Division were gerrisoned by
the 271st and 2¥2nd. esgiments of the B2nd.Heserwe Livision. The 272nd,
held the high groumd to the north of the vi.ilage and the 271st held the
village and tﬂa'arua to the inmediate southe Lach regiment was disposed
éith one battalion in the front lines,ome in support and the third in
raaa}va. The support vattalions were located in the vicinity of Bois
de Framicourt and Bois de lalvalywith the reserve pattalions about l2
kxilometers to the rear. (11)

THE TERRALIN

QYo the men of the divislon,who had spent the cold,rainy winter
inthse training ares and in the mud of the ansauville sector,the warm
sun and dry ground of Picardy came as the realiszetion of s veautiful
dream. ‘he country side was dotved with numerous small villeges
nestled in the low ground between the gently rolling hills covered with
unharvested crops aud with here and there small patches of well kept
orchards and woods all laden with tne full grean fﬂJ.ElEE of Bpriog.

A vericable network of improved roads eimplified the problem of
transportation although those roads near the front lines had at the
time of the Battle of Cantigny become badly torm up by the intense
artillery fire so that it was hard for even a one mule ration card to

pass. (12) The subsoil of the entire area was of chalk so that all

‘the trenches in the sector had parapets of :I'hit-n ( 12)
~~= three. -==
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he village of vantisny occupies the southern nose of & rela tively
high plateau, from whiei the greater portion of the terrain for
several kilometers around may be seen..lnls position wus the commanding
feature of that section of the line aud afforded excellent obssrvatiom
as well as cover for a concentrationcof troops and artillery in case
its defenders contempiated an attack.lh: Cantisny plateau is bounded
on tie imaﬁia:.q soutii and east by fairly deep ravines. [0 the northn-
east of thne village on enother piece of high ground is the Lols de
lalval and to the Euut‘:h of tue village across the ravine %@ the Bois
de Lantigny and Dois fountaine. lo the west of the village on the
western siope of the Vantigny Platesu is tue Lols buisse. 4ll of these

(13 1Personal. features were of military importance. (13)
DIcPOSIT I0LD, (Piall =, )
tne front lines of the two regiments of the first Division
occuuying this seector prior to the battle wes from right to left as
follows: .:-ag_;i:ffng at the bois Celestin the line ran iz a northerly
direction throught the Lols de Fouwntaine,around the eastern tip of
the bois de Cantieny which was the boundry between regiments.rsrom here
the line turned directly west and ran along the northern edge of the
Bois de Vantigny to Bois Clarre at waich point it again turned north
and pacsed through Lois olisce and then up Oover tie wesvera siope of
the Cantigny Platesu at a point approximately cOU yards to the w&at of
Lhe village.
The sectors to either flank were occupied by French troops.

7 (nly thet portion of the line to the north of the bois de
ventigny was directly involved in the battle ,althdugh scme of the
reactions of the Germans after the attack was felt vy the ~&th.Infantry,

which occupied thet part of the sector to the south of the Eois de

(14) Personal.,  Cantizny. (14)
F.0.14
: lst.Division.
April 23,1916.
; ﬂlrillr
. 0B2-E=2,
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PLANS AND OHDSHS. (Puab 3)
<he railroad center of Amiens had been placed in a precarious

position by tire German drives of March 21,1918 and April 9,1916 and
1t was expected that the next German attack would have as 1ts mission
the capture of this vital scot « Jo meet this .xpectsd attack plans
were made and prelininery ordors were issued for & counter attack by
three to five divisions,with the lste.imerican Division in the center,
to drive north in the area tu.the west of Montidier while another

force drove to the east from the aresa nesar Amiens. (lo)

Coleonel ureely,

and Captain
baffey.

(16) lst.Division
History,

page T7.
Personal,

[

(17 | Personal.

(18) E4Bs 18,

| lst.Division

- May 20,1918,
Personals

"L f . i : i

ahen this sxpected @erman attack did not come these plans were
dropoed .However it was apparent that the time hed come to smploy
American troops in en offensive in order to show the people that
American aid was at hand, Consequently plans were formulated and
orders were issued for an attack by the lst.Division on the village
of Cantigny with the méssion of reducing the Cantigny salient and
ocoupying the high ground therein. (16)

The plans for the attack called for the employment of one
regiment of Infantry as the assault unit to be supported by the
remainder of the division. For this the 28th.Infantry,under command
of Colonel Hansen Z.Ely,was selected. (17)

The scheme of mencever was extremely simple. sll thres
battalions were to be employed in the assault with each battalion
keeping ome rifle compeny in reserve,and each to have one mcchine
gun company attached.| The assault was to be made in three waves with
two platoons of each company in tht assault wave with the remaining
two platoons in the support wave., The third weve conslsting of a
epecially ¢ onstituted fifth platoon was %o carry material' for
the organization of the ceptured gr he mnuhinn_gun company was Lo
follow in rear of the third wave. (18)

the zone of action of the regiment was approximately 2,200 yerds

wide with practically mo advance on the flanis and with a maximun

penetration of spproximateiy 1,600 yards iu the center which includedThe

vil . (19)
Yillage 1‘!{1#- S —eem £ive ==
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Zhe date and hour for the attack wa: aunounced as 6:45 Adde
(20) Personzal. liay 26,1918, (20), '

#f’!#.Tha plans for the Artillery , .achine sun, and Heavy Urench
Mortor support included the combined fire of the three divisional
regiments of artillery reinforced by zll the heavy artville.y of the
l0theCorps (sfrenchj,the messed fire of 56 machine guns of the lst.,
Znd., 8nd 3rd. Machine Gun Battalions,and the employment of 12
Heavy Trench llortors of the type commonly known as "¥lying Pigs".
Lhe artillery was to fire for two hours prior to zero hour deveting
the first howr to verifying adjustment and the second hour to heavy
concentration on counter battery,interdiction and preparffiion fire.
The praparftnry fire on the village was to intensified by the fire
of the "Flying Pigs". At 6:43 He.Me a barrage was to be placed in
front of the line of departure by the 7imm guns and the combined
fire of the 56 machine guns. Thie barrage was to roll forward on a
time schedule of 100 meters in two minutes until the western edge of
the village was reached and then slow down to 100 meters in four
minutes,until it reached tie line established for the normal barrage
in front of the objectives where it wes to remain fixed and continue

until zero hour plus 1 hour and 16 minutes. The heavy artlllery was

to continue ite counter battery and intéedictory fire for the same

= (21) Annex #3 length of time /&!l/

?tﬂ. ].'B,J.It-
Division The 5th.Group of Tanks (¥French) was %o support the attack

liay 20,1916, ; .
and were to preceed the assault wave of the units whose sectors

(22) Testimony of included the ?ilw

Captain WmeGe A suction of Flame Throwers (¥rench) was also to support the
Livesay 26 Inf.

attack and assist in cleaning up the strong dugouts and cellars of

(28) Testimony of the Vvillages (p5)

:;pwt.m.:;m. There was no American Air Service available so that the

attack was to be supported by the 42nd.Squadron of the French

(24) Testimony of Alr Service. (24)

- Capt« Wit Ge
tHLir Livesay 26 Inf. e giX ===




/jl;e final objective as described in the division order for the

(25) B+0s # 18
lst.Div,
liay 20,18,

{35 |Felat 1B
let«Div.
liay 20,18
Bnd annex

#5 thereto,
liay 24,18,

/ (20)4 ; 9
(20)gugoxs ¥

lateDiv.
liay 20,186,

(21) Annex ¥4,
Folo# 18,
let.Div,
H‘? 251 15-
And Hemo.
* 3“113#!
Div,.lay 19,
1918, :

attack, " Passes along the plateau of Cantigny on the slope facing the
enemys" (25)

The plan for consolidation was based on position in depth with
& line of surveillance,lightly held,with the main line of resistance
150 to 200 yards in rear on the counter slope or at least on the flat
top of the plateau. The cellars and dugouts which had not been completely
destroyed were to be occupied and to form the line of redoubts. The
accompanying machine guns were to be placed for flank fire,some in the
line of surveillance,if suitable positions were available,the remainder
to be escheloned in depthe (2§

A very complicated system of communleations was plamned using
telephones up to0 include bBattalion P.Use Ground Telegraph.andiadio were
to be used up to include regimental R.C. Panels were to used to mark

out the front line for the air observer. (20).

: /.9. very striking feature of this operation is that there were

no written orders prepared below the division and that the division
order with its numerous annexes and operations maps was as voluminous
ag one would expect for an army operation.In all the order included
more than 100 typed pages, and left nothing to the initiative of the
regimental commander except that ho was authorized to exercise his own
Jjudgement as to whut}r " ] shovel or pick, large ,should be carried by
his men in the attack., All other articles of equipement to be carried
by the men were specified by amnex # 4 of the Urder which concluded
as follows "Blouses will be worn throughout.Blankets and rolls will
not be carried." Lven the losation the regimental and dattalion PsC.s
following the attack were prescribed by the division order )

-/l;n May 24,1918 thi 28th, Infantry ,which was then in the front

line,¥as relieved by the 18th.Infantry, and was moved kadk to the

reserve area in the vicinity of Maisoncelle for training for the

attack, Here a piece of terrain very similiar to that upon which

iy |- [ P—



(29) Personzl,
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Cantigny stood ,was selected for the trainings The impending attack
Was rehearsed three times,the first time with only the officers taking
part;-he second time with the officers and non-commis. ioned officers
vwalking through it and the last time with all troops zoing through
the manoever. irter each rehearsal detailed critiques were held and
errors pointed oute 4 huge sandtable was constructed depicting all

the Imowm features of the fortifications of the village .In Addition
All Officers and Lon-Commissioned Officers were shown lantern slides
of Aerial Phopographs of the area over which the atteck was to be
madeyat which time & detailed interpretation of each was made by a
Zrench Officer '

OPERATIONS .

Aﬂ relief of the lGthe.lnfantry h;.,r't‘.ha <8the Infantry bvegan

on the night of kay 80,1916 when the 2ndeSattalion went into position
in the Beis Sdisse. The remainder of the regiment moved in and were
all reported in position for the attac: at 3:§0 A.u. lay 25,1918-4
incident occured on the night of sy 26-27,1916 which caused consid-
arable anxiety on the nart of the entire division.lhe 2nd.Battalion
had no sooner relieved a battalion of the 16th.Infantry than a heavy
harz;agﬂ was put down by the Germans and this was followed by a strong
raid on the 2nd.Cattalion 286th.Infantry as well as on the lst Battalion
26the. Infantry in the Bois Fountaine. Fortunately no prisionsrs were |
lost by the 28th.Infantry but the enemy did succeed in making & slight
penetration of the line held by f:hu Z6the Infantry and took prisioner
two members of the 26th.Infantry. It wes so vitally important that tie
enemy obtain no infﬁmtiuﬁ of the impending attack that kajor
Theodore Hoosevedd in command of the lst Battalion 26th, Infantry
made an immediate counter raid in an attempt to recepture the two
American -prisianars. In this Nle was unswocessful but did succeed in
taking prisioner three of the Germans. The loss of thess twe prisioners

was serious as 1t was not known how mach they knew of the impending i

attack. However ths fect that the attack was a complete suprise was
- - ﬂmt -

, =1




(30) Capt.Semnett

& bapt.vaffey

in the Capt.
LeCatmith
slonograph.

Personals

(31) Col.HeleBEly
Heport of
£ June 1918.
Intoe.iile
VEIRT 0

{33 ] Bersonal.

fairly good proof that they did not tell =11 they knew. (20).
© THE ADTACK,

At 33140 Aelle kay <6,1918 the artillery begen & slow fire
for adjustment znd at 4440 Aslls this fire incroased in intensity
and all artiliery verified adjustment. AL 5:45 L.l 211 artillery,
including calibres of 76mm, 155 mme., <50m. and 260mm., and the
heavy trench mortors started an intense counter battery,interdiction,
preparation fire . At 6:43 the prevaration fire ceased and the
rolléng barrage was oput down according to schadule;#i§;¢f““

At exactly 6:45 A«is the barrage lifted,the taonks lumbered
forvard and were immediately followed by thwe first wave of Infantry,
whieh advanced under perfect comtrol within 50 yards of the barrage
taking adventage of all possible cover while waiting for the ha:ragﬁ
t0 move on. Contrary to most of the historians the men did not
advance in perfect alignment but rather by small staggered groups,
advancing from cover to cover. All kmown dugouts and cellars had
been plotted on each platoon nummmnda;s mep and small groups of
men had been assizmed the task of policing each,s0 ihan the village
was reached each group moved directly to its task and without the
least confusion proceeded to mop up. (32).

The attack can beet be descrived by treating each company
separate as each had somewhat diferent conditions under which to
operate.

Company A ' on the extreme right flanc had perhaps the
hardest task of all. Two platoons of this company swung out across
the ravine from the old front line in the morthern edge of the Bois
de Cantigny and since this line was paralfeld to the direction of the
attauﬁ;ha oompany haq to pivot on its right flank and describe an
arc of approximately 90 dngrnil to take its objective facing to the
east., In making this swing the left of the company had to extend
#ﬁtn.thn raving to the south of the village which was under the

~enfilade fire of enemy machiue guns locafied in the vieinity of

- ni'n' ——
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[:33[ Lapt Culs
Senay <8 Iunf.

(34) CapteCele
Senay 28 Iuf.
Personal.

{55] Gapt.ﬂq'f-
Senay 28 Inf.
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Fountaine sous lontidier. The company nc¢ sooner started ite movement
then it was sweut Ly & storm of lead which inflicted severe casuzlie
ies on it. All ufficers were soon cesuslties and in the midst of this
terrific fire the first Sergeant of the comysny touk command and by
heroic efforis mauagsd to gol the remants of the company to its
objective. (&3}

Company "b' on tae left of Company ‘A" attacked dus east
and Jjoined up witin the left of Company '4"e This Company suffered
heavy casualties while crossing the ravine from the same machine
gan f£ire which ralted Company “A"s The two platoons in the secoud
wave sufferad most as its position 150 yards in rear of the assault wav.
left it in the ravine where the men tried to dig in under the heavy
fire. Uasualties were 80 heavy that these platoons soon moved forward
and merged with the assault wape on the line of surveilliance making
it very densely held instead of the tnin line planned. (34).

company “C' was in battalion reserve and did not receive
many casualties although it moved one platoon forward to the south-
eastern edge of the village near the Chateau where it helped %o
organize a strong point in conjunetion with the battalion machine
gun cumpuny.ﬂﬁa remainder of the Company took position in the Dois
cuisses (35().

Company "D" the left asaault’cﬂmpauy of the lst.battalion
jumpted off from a position in the bois Suisse on the western slope
of the Uentigny rlateau and as it did not have to cross the ravine
it esoaped the machime gun fire encounftered by the other companies.
This company did not come under serious fire until it hod pessed through
the southern part of the village and resched the geographical crest
near its objective,where the assault wave walked into heavy grazing
fire from its right fromt in the direction of Fountaine sous Montidiers
This company ammtaﬁd very little resistence as all enemy were
keeping to the dugouts and deep cellars. The platoons in the secomd

wave did most of the mopoing up in the sector which consisted

Prinui.p_dly of driving the enemy out of hid dugouts by means of
T : - e
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(36 )Pearsonal.

i:‘}? }uﬂpta-u G

hend grenedes and automatic pistols. In one dugout clone two men of the
company found 47 or the enemy and after killing © of them the remninder
walked out and surrvendored. (36)

vompany 'd' on the left of Compeny "D" lad to pass through the
center of the village and had practically the same experience as did
Compeny "D in that it encountered very little resistence and its
principal task was to mop up the dugouts znd cellars where it took
meuy prisioners. This vompeny got slightly out of its sector in passing
through the ruins of the village :nd failed to cle.n out the hedge in its
lef't which concealed a few machine gun nests which fired intc the right

flank of Company "4 which was on the leit of Company "H". (37)

Johnson Z&th

Inf.

Company “E" on the left of Company L' encountered tue most
resistence from the garrison of the village due partly to the gap left
by Company "i." and partly to the faect that the prep&lmry ertillery
fire had noy been directed at the cemetary. This Lompany encountered
heavy fire from the machine gun nests along the Cemetgry and along the
hedge alon: its right f£lank. llaterial assistance was given the Company
in overcoming these machine gun nests by the mitiative. of & sergeant
in command of & platoon of the second wave of Company "¥¥ which was on
the left of Company "B"e The Sergeent observing that Company "H" had
left a gap on ites left thet was holding up the advaunce of Company "&°,
took his platoon arcund behind Company "H" and filled in the gap and by
a flenking movement helped to overcome the nests, This sction was practs

mllir tha- only organized resistence offered in the capture of the

(38) vapt.Z.C. village,and it was feu ht to a :E:I.nish!vﬁrg little quarter being given. (38)

Johnson,
28th. Inf.

Company “¥" on the left of Compeny "L“ encountercd very little
resistence in its advance and reached its objective with few casualties.
However the slope of the Cantigany Flate:u in its sector was much farther

-tu the east than was shown by the mep and when it tried to move ocut past
the geographical crest it came under heavy direct fire of mschine guus

and light artillery from the vieinity of Bois lalval and suffered heavily,

attempting to overcome this fire by rifle fire. {37)
: =g loVen=-=



Company "G' was the reserve Lompany 0i the - ndesatialion but had
two platoons detached to follow in rear of Comosny “L" with the
mission of'mopping up" thut portion of the village which lzy to the
north of the Lhateau. ine ~latoon advanced until it was on tus
northeast of cormer of the village / tihen by an encirclfing movement
from the east, worked back through the vil.lage. lhe other slatoon
entaered the viilage from the north and worked south until it met
Lhe m Platoon in the Public Sguare. Zhe remarkable feature of
this movement was that the pletoon which entered the village from
the e2st zud worked back eucountered the heaviest fighting,
notwithstanding the fact chat Companies [t gnd E" with a platoon of
Company "¥™ had only a short tlce before cdvanced through this area.
This task of "mopping up' proved to be a hard one as patrols worked
at it constently durlng the three days the 26th.Infantry ocoupied
the village a:d the l6th.Infantry took soms prisioners after it: had

(40) CapteCaslls relieved the 2tth.Infantry on liay 30,1918, (40).
Huebner Z6Inf.
Company "G" ,less two platoons moved forward with Lompany "C"
indelachine Uun BSattalion and orgsulzed o strong point avout 00 yards
(41) CapteCeie east of the Cemetary. (41).
Huebner 2& Iuf,.

The &rd. -attalion oun the left of the regimental sector had

Companies “M'"L" and "K' in the assault from right to left with

(42) Ceptain ¥m.C. OGompeny "I" in reserve. (4z)

Livesay,26%h.

Inf. Company "L" on the left of Company "F" encountered very little
(43) CoptaEeC. resistence and took its objective with only slight casualties.(43).

Jolmson. -

28the Inf. Companies "L" and "K" .ever Lad & chance to advance beyond

the old front linafﬂuﬂ to the murderous machine gun fire from the
left flank where the strongly cntranchad positions of the enemy on the
nigh ground west of Bois lalval had uot been reduced ns they were

out of the zome of advance in groifof the Fronch lines. Theso

Companies suffered heavy casualtles in the attempt %o move forward
; e ‘h'ﬂt Wﬂrﬂ fﬂi‘ﬂﬁﬂ to remain 1]1 the ﬂld. front line. IT]'I..';E_ left the left

ﬂm mr t{my -n" u:pﬂnd‘. 50 tha.t it nad to fall back sught:.r

: :l!{;ﬁhq# G“W “Lﬂ.ﬂnh m m nn Hm
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(44) Captains
Ceaeluabnar
aud Z.0.Jonmn-
gon 28th.Inf.

? {‘1--'::' ] [¥15] _Jt. -..;.U.

Johnson,

28ths Inf.

(46] Personal.

(¢7) Personale

(46) ColeHeLlBLY
report of
2 June lYl&,
G'&Qt-dm'l'\;‘l
Livesay.

(49) Personal
uaptq Lala
Johnson,
28theInf,

(60) Personal,.

curve back sharply . (4id).
Une Platoon was detached from Copany "1" in Leserve and

cslablished a strong point with the lachine uun Company,at the

Cemetary. (45].
At}m attack and for

and Fremech Artillery obtained complete supromegy over the enemy

che nour i'.:-'J.J.t::u'.‘il‘lgiIlr the American

artillery and maintained its sdvantage so well that .ery few if

any eunemy shells were recaived until efter challow trenciies ware

constructed. (46).
‘fe Flame Throwers were of material assistance in inducing
the &e;mn garrison to leave their dugouts. | 4V].
Insofar as could be observed by the writer the tanks wers
of very little assistance since the resistance was negligable.
THEE COLH80LIDATION,

-/.a.s‘ we have already se9u, some of the Compenies recched the
Objective with only s.ight casualities aud on the whole the ground wae
taken with exceptionally low losses. (<6)« However when most of the
Companies reacued the Ubjective they passed over the geographical
crest and started to dig in they came under wlthering machine gun
fire wnich just grazed the orest and ceused severe casualties before
they could intrench. (49). However all posdible use was made of
ghell holes which were deepensd snd later connected up by the men

in the holes dizging toward each other. .eadless to say that the work

of digging in progressed repldly. [(60).

I 4

All of the Companies of the let.3attallon reachwd the
objective and dug in. However Compsny “A" wes in such an§ untenadle
position in the ravinaf that it had to be withdrawn to its old line

in the Zois de Cantigny,to escape annihalation. This Company should
ﬂ-wt..

never/been required to move as it could cover the area by fire from
the old position.After this Company was pulled back the ravine was
covered by cross-fire of machine guas end rifles. (6L)

5 1 : i -
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(020 bophalass
wanay ~6Iuf.

(53] Zersonal.

(54 JPersonscl,

L

(66) Lestimony
of Capt.
LeCedolmson,
Z8th.Inf,

|-

Compauy ‘5" found a network of enemy trenches in its seclor
which were not occupied. It toock advantage of tu.em in che consol-
idation and as a cousequence i: suffered few casualties until the
enemy artiilery came down ou the overcrowded front line.(5Z).

CGompany “D' found itself on the highest nose of the Slatean
:mi wes forcoa to dig in under a fury of machine gun bullets which
inflicted severs punishment on it. Within s few minutes after the
objective was resched ull seven Lfiicers of the Company were
casualties. Again the high calibre of the fion-Gomissioned Uftficers
was proven when & pletoon sergeant toox commend of the Company and
completed the organization of the position and held nhis ground during
che fimst countor attacis (53)

L. the Becond JLattalion all of the Compsniss reached their
Ubjectives on schedul:d time which was Zero hour plus 50 minutes.ln
the right of the Zattalion Company "H" bad cimost the same conditions
under which %0 consolidate as did Comoany "D on its righcy and
suffered heavily while digging in. (B4le

Company "L’ was more fortunate in the telrr&in it had to
«fsr.‘@muj.:‘u:TchtaJr as it did not move across tﬁu geograsphical crest and
had therefortsome protection to the frout while ddgging in,but still
had a good fleld of fire for two hundred yards to the front due to
the fact that the geographical crest was much farther out than was siee
shown by Lhe mape (56).

Company "F" followed the letter of the order and when it
found that the slope of the Cantigny Plateau was much further out
‘than had h;ﬂn thought tried to establish its front line on the very
edge of the ravine between The village and Dols lnlval.bux‘ﬁnﬂ to the
leavy fire it received it had to be drewn back %o the loft of tue lins

. lntah;;-hmd-uy ﬂqupzqy !EF,.whnra $h: support Platoons were already
m ih .Ehil ;uft tht %ntin uw crowded into a single line,



(6§7) Testimony
of Liout.
icKnolly 28Ing.

(68) Captain C.ds
Huebner

<6 Inf.

1ines had becn overcrowded. (59).

the Srd.cettalion was as we .ave se n;-ass successiul in

its cdvence as Lompany "' was the only one to advence post the
old front dine trenches. This Lompsny found its left flank
oxposed 0 thet 1t had to teke up a line ruwmming nearly west to
east from Company "L to connect wp with compeny “¢¥". In doing this
its i‘runﬁin—a was L;r:_lwn DzC. almosy 1o the strong point at the
Cometary and 2s a result this strong point which had been
constructed In the shape of a cross .as very prominent and drew
heavy artillery fire which added to the heavy burden slready
imposed uoon it Ly having to cover the terrain in two direutiﬂnstipﬁ

m the night of iay 28th, direct orders were given to the
Commanders of Companles "L" and "K' to move up and organize the
original objective assigned. slthough every effort was made to do
this it was found impossivle to occupy vhe positdon after it was
reached due to the deadly flank fire from the left. After the
26th. Infentry was relieved the 16th.Infantry made further efforts
to straighten out this section of the line but it was never
accomplished up to the time the division was relieved from the
Sector in July 1918, (58). It would appear from the zerial
photographs of the trenches that this area could not be occupied
without an sdvance by the Fremch unit on the laeft to clean out
the enemy positions on the flank.

The new Gormen drive on the Chemin des Dames on .ay
A7th.1916 had boen the cause for orders being issued withdrawing
all the Corps Artillery from behind the lst Uivision as soon as
the attack was completed . Consequently within an hour after the
attack =11 Artillery excepting organic was withdrawn from the
division area. This left the t-rﬂl}p; in the new position with =1l

e s e Lo

comter vattery work stopped 8o that the eneny immedimcely pus

~down  a heavy rai;\mtur;v fire which was very effectivs and the

| brim 'u:u.nlﬂu_ began to mount espocislly where the front




CUULRZR ATDRACKS
I SEVEp
‘here were o4 counter attacks lawiched uy the Germens in
the three days of the battle in the attempt %o drive the 4:::9.--5.231; out

of their hard earned positions. Lowever three of these were more or

Col Ely &
(60 )Capteimae e less local in nature and did uot advance with determination. (60).
~ivesdy,scluf.
Info.tile, <ne first counter sttack was .awched at about 9:00 aeis Lay
~Bulle and was dirscied ageinst the right of the first Zasttalion .low-
ever this wes & j00rly organized attack and was guickiy broken up
(61) lst.Div. by the Artillery and small erms fire (61).
History. ;
pa; e E5. At 0330 F.le of the same day tue second counter attack came but
it had hardly left the Bois rramicourt before It was caught under nesvy
(62) 1st Dive artillery aud smail arms fire end was guickly broxen up. (62).
History,
page 85, following the second counterattack the enemy artillery put down

a heavy prepnration on the American lines and at 6:49 .., came one of
the well organized,determined counter attacks bshind a rolling barrage
with the Infantry in seversl wavee. Tiie American barrage was put down
promptly but in spite of it the first wave of the Germen Imfantry came
to within & fow yerds of the Americen front line when the American

Troops stood up in their shallow tremches and with deliberately aimed

fire picked off all the enemy who had manazed to get inside (he barrage

(68) Testimony ((63). This cttack was alsc launched from the Bois de Framicourt end

of Lisut.
Jobn H.Church was dirccted against the positions held by "B", "D' and "H" Companies

& Lisut Soren

GedOrengei. end wes completely repulsed with heavy casualties inflicted on the
28Inf.
(64) Lisut eremy most of which were reported as "killed"' (64].
John H¥Church
& Captebele Two More counter attacks were reported reposdss between 5:00
Johmson ZEInf.

Aols and B:00 A.Ms on lay 29,1916, but were half hearted attempts and

{66)18t.Div. feiled (65)
History

pege G6.
mem- Sixtesn -=-




(66) Captein
BeCodJomson
Z6the Inf.

(67)Capt BeCe
Jommson 26Inf.
(68)Col Ely
report of
2 June 1918.

At 4:00 Puiis Loy 29th. the Gerren artillery a.2in put down an
lntensive prepecatory fire which stopped suddenly without sny further
development for o time except for the fire of a gormen TVmm gun in
the direction of Lols lalval,wiose fire was belng directed by a low

flying plane on the leftol Lompany ": "yuwhere a machine gun had been

the Uommanding Officer of the Cemosny gave the order for the men to
move to the right of the Comoany sector to escape the fire. “his
order became coafused and the men thought that it meant to move out
of the trench to the right. Conseguently the men went out ond went back
alomg the hodg: and some crowded into the front line of Compeny "",
This was not a stampede however snd the men were soon rouaded up and
readily returned to their trenche (66)e.ccllowing this interlude at
04D Dulle another heavy artillery concentration was placed on the
american positions and this was soon followed by a varrage in three
waves.lirst came a wave of super-heavies,next a wave of hesvies and
next a thick barrage of %77's. Ilhis triple barrage was followed by
the enemy Infantry in force uvent on another counter attack,. This one
was well prepared and was launched from the ravine in the direction of
Bois lelval and was directed sgainst Companies "E","F" and "L toward
the spot where the incidont related above concerning Lompany "¥'" which
explained why 80 rmuch trouble was taken to knock out a lone machine gun.
The American barrage egain ceme down promptly and it together with
sccurate small arms fire completely repulsed the attack with hesvy
losses to-the Germans. ( 51;]- fhe strength of this counter attack wase
about one battalions (66).

The last counter atteck came at 5:30 AJdde May S0ths from the
Sois Lalval, 4 rolling barrage was put down end two waves of Infantry
followed at 150 to 200 yards. T*hu m:'l.;i;n t.ruup; -ﬁnlﬁ 'noﬂr uﬁt!.l the

barrage passed over then came up before theenemy Infanpry got too close
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{dﬂiﬁapt slelia
Johnson
2E6the Inf.

(70)Ceol Ely
report of
2 June 191&.
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Thesmericen Artillery and kochine suns responded agaiu with s timely
Garrage whicu together with “ha suall arms fire completely repulsad
what proved to bs the vermans lest attempt to turn the aAmericans
first offensive into a defeat (69).

‘his ended the outtle Uf Cantigny and on the night of lay 30,
1918 th: buttle weary end badly decim ted .bth.iniantry was relleved
by the lotheInfantry and passed to the reserve area for & well-earmed
rest. (70).

EAINS ALD LUSSLS.

n the attack on Cantigny it took Jjust S0 minutes to reduce
the salient in the line end take from the Germans the best observation
,08t fn the immediate vicinity,with only slight losses.However 1t took
three days to convince him that he could not retake the poshition.iore
important then eny local tactiecal gain was the fact that at: lagtothe
&rerican Army was ready and able to take a pbrtinn of nhg burden from
the shoulders of the Allied ..lzmisasﬁhe total *marican casualties in
the battle were 1,077 divided as follows killled 13 Ufficers and 185
men J/ounded and missing &2 Officers and £37 men. The verman lossas
were estimated at 15565 divided as follows, Prisioners & CUfficers and
201 mens Killed €00 and Wounded £00.

ARALYSIS AND CRITICISI.

This attack wias conceived and planned with the pyschological
and political results to be gained as the missian,rathar than any
tacticel or strategical advantages .ouch considerations are of course
more impoytant than the many errors made from a purely military point
of view. There is no question that the operation was a complete and
prillient success when the real mission is considered. However if the
operation were tc be oriticised from the military point of view it is
questionable wusther the Americans could be credited with victory. In
the first plfuu the claim that this wes the first purely American
Offensive would seem %0 be inaccurate whgn it is considered that more

than half of the supporting Artillery was Freuch;lhat the supporting
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That the heavy Trench Mortars were rremch aud tnat the rlame Throwers
were rrench. In the sac-unlci place at least three times as many troops
were crowded into a smell acvvack as were needed or Jabuifiad;raaultiug
in excessive casuslties; and in the third place it 1ls doubtful If the
atteck as carried out was toactiezlly sound when it is rememuvered what
happened to Company “A™ on the right flank and to Companivs "L and “u"
on the left flank and the fact that the advance was s0 slight as to
leave the eunemy with his support end reserve units,together with his
artillery,in position ready tocounter attack with as much power as
was euoloyed in the attack. lowever these purely military factors have
very little weight in an action such as 1.'.hi.lsJlr were the primary consider=
ation was 0 make victory as certain as it was humanly poscible regard-
less of the cost.

Un the other hand the scheme of mancever for mooping -up the
village was an excellent one and worked out very satisfactorily when
it is cdnsidered how many deeo cellars aund dugouts were cccupied by
the enemy. Although it took several deys to thoroughly clean up all
the enemy in the town this was due solely to the fact that the artiller,
preparation was so vielemt that it was luwposible t¢ locate all the
dugouts or for the enemy to dig his way out for several days.

Ihe mamer in which the troops quickly consclidated the ‘QOEiE\i
jons and held their ground against determined counterattaciks is
undoubtedly deserving of the highest praise. The initiative and
leadership shown by the Non=-Commissioned Offlicers was one of the
outstanding features of the engagement . The value of accurate
small arms fire was never more strikingly illustrated then when tin.
entire fimst wave of one counter attack was destroyed by this means.

The fact that the D«Psde and Z.5e4 used at regimental P.C.
was continually drawing heavy artiilar;r fire is sroof that the rumner

is still the"first line" means of communication.
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Lisslus.

l. uhen it is decided to sttuck a position which is strongly
defended in depth,the advanee should be made of sufficient depth to
aefeat aud dislodge the enemy suppOrt and ressrve units &s well as
his artillery.

__/2«4“ & waske of men To crowd more unitn into the ascault
than is neccesceyy to accomplish the assigned miuaioy

O« Jeiilated spaces which are subject tc enfilade fire of enemy

mechine guns should never be occupied whem they cen be rdecuately

covered by fire.
4. When an attack on a strongly fortified vosition is planned,

it should be mede of sufficient brddth to insure that the flenk strong

points are included in the zome of advance so the: your flank is not

offered to the flank fire of such a strong poiut.

)5!/ When time permits zll Field Orders should written rether
than verbal to insure that the smallest unit is fully informed of
all ?uaentinl Imtt/ box

6 difle fire from well-trained troops is of paramount
ﬂnrt'l.gﬁ.n bo the iiifle Company in the mfm-.

7. Bucceus or rallure in hn.ttlt 1: dependent upon the state
# :mﬂqimy o:t the lum-ﬂminim Officer and his ahﬂ.it;r to
nm W whﬂ tlw mmn hum umltiu.
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