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INTRODUCTION

Tnis is the story of the role played by the
Machine Gun Company of the 38th U, 8. Infantry in the
World War, While it relates the experiences of a
8ingle machine gun cowpany, it can only be the story
of every other machine gun company that went to France
and saw active‘service. That story, it is believed,
will alwaye be found to be a tragic one; for certainly
where the lives of young men are needlessly sacrificed,
is indeed tragic,

In this day with the teachinge of The Iafantry
School in our minds, we find it difficult to reaiize
some of the conditions as they actually existed in our
army when the United Btates entered the great war,which
had been reging in Europe for nearly three years.

And perhapse,one of the most astonishing conditions
that existed was the limited knowledge of the machine
gun and the method of its employment in battle, pos-—
sessed by the rank and file of the army in general;
this in gpite of the fact that the machine gun had de-
veloped during the three years of war in Europe into
the‘predominant infantry weapon.

No such thing as a machine gun doctrine geems to
have existed, The subject of machine gun tactice was
something universally unknown and apparently little
worried.about.

In April 1917 when this nation deolared war on
Germany, there was included in the organization of each
infantry regiment & machine gun compsny, each of which
was equipped with four machine guns of one of four

types——the Colt, the German Maxim, the British Vickers,



and the Beneti%%gg;g%rthe latter being more on the Eii
machine rifle type, Thus we find the machine gun in
the United States Army still in the experimentsl stage,
with no standard type, yet having been adopted for

general issue.

Shortly after the declaration of war, 1t was de-

these four types, and in May 1917, one month after the

\éﬁjjﬂpided not to adopt as standard for the army any of

-declgration of war, a standard type of gun was adopted.

Not until the spring of 1919 were any of these guns put
in the hands of the troops who did the major part of the
fighting in France; these troops having used the French
Hotchkiss or the British Vickers, In either case 1t wes
necessary to supply special small grms ammunition for
then,

On this unstabilized foundation of a machine-gun
policy, the American machine gunner entered the war,

Considering these facts We should not be surprised
at the utter lack of knowledge and consideration of the
mgchine gun on the battle-field shown by regimental and
battalion commanders of infantry units and even by the
machine gun officers themselves. '

It is with a full realization of these facfs and
with g hope that all other officers of our army alseo
realize them, that this monograph is written, and in
80 doing nothing 1s farther from the mind of the writer
than any intention on his part to criticize in any but
an instructive way,elther the part played by himself,
or hls superlor commenders. Certeainly no more able or
courageous officers commanded troops in the American
Expeditionary Forcee than the regimentel and battalion

commanders principally involved in this story.



EARRATIVE

Qrganization end Early Training

An offepring of the Machine Gun Company of the
30th U, 8. Infantry, the Machine Gun Company, 39th
U. 8. Infantry, was organized at Syracuse, New York,
in June 1817, Not until January 19138 could it be con-
gidered anything but a small cadre of men, its strength
up to that time never exceeding eleven enlisted men,

In Jgnuary 1918 at Camp Greene, North Carolina,
where it had moved two months before with the regiment,
its enlisted strength had grown to between twenty and
thirty and it had just received a full quota of officers
consieting of one c¢aptain and four lieutenants, none of
whom had ever seen a machine gun,

The captain was sn officer with a little more than
one year's service, nine montha of which had been spent
behind & desk,

All‘of the lieutenants had just completed ninety
days! training at the Second Officers'! Training Camp,

8even months later when the company saw its first
active service in France, the specisl training in
mpchine guns which had been completed by these officers,
was a8 follows:

The captain--{two weeks! course at a division
school under g British officer, Twenty other of-
ficers of the division took the same course, For
this ingtruction one British Vickers was available,

One lieutenant--thirty days' training at the
School of Fire at Fort 8ill, Oklshoma.

Two lieutenants—--thirty days! trainiﬁg at

Langres, France.



(1)

The machine gun equipment of the company at thie
time coneisted of several thousand rounds of ammunition
and no machine guns.

Company training during the months of January and
February consisted of specisl instruction for the twenty
to thirty men then belonging to the company, with the
view of developing them into noncommissioned of ficere in
order to facilitate the training of the company Whenever
it might receive its full war strength in enlisted per-
sonnel,

| In December 1917 the Fourth U. 8. Division had been
organized, its infantry components consisting of the
39th U. 8, Infantry end 47th U, 8. Infantry comprising
¥he 7th Infantry Brigade, and the 58th U, 8. Infantry

h
Back, and 59th U. 3. Infantry comprising the Sth Infantry
n. 17; .
Poore, Brigade. (1)
P. 5

In March 1918, troops were sent to the Fourth Di-
vision from almost every national army camp in the
country and all units completed their full war strength,

The organization of the machine gun company at
that time was similar to the one we now have, in that it

had three platoons of four guns each. —

Lo

The months of March and April began the company's~)

first real training for the active service its members
were to see only & little more than four months later.

With four Colt machine guns which had been lssued
to the compsny, elementary and advance gun drill, and

1,000-inch target practice, consisted of the principa£2§

machine gun training over this period. =
It was a noticeable fact throughout this early

period of training that the machine gun company com—

mander was never interfered with in the training of his



orgznization, It seemed to be mutually understood
thet heving received a two-weeks' course in machine
gung, he wae fully competent to assume this responsi-
bility and the jJob was therefore his alone.

Neither time nor facilities permitted the higher
commanders of the divieion to take any kind of a course

in machine guns,

Training in France

With the training of the division far from being
completed, it left Camp Greene, North Carolina, on
April 26th for Camp Mills, New York, preparatory to
embarking for France. The rifle companies of the 33th
Infantry had not been able to have target practice, and
ite machine gun company had learned little more than
what & machine gun looked like and how it was fired.
What little training they had been able to complete had

- MMKQTh. been with & type of gun that was considered obeplete

(2) Bac?, “\\ ’

" p. 87  and left behind, (23)

! The companﬁ sailed on May 10th and had the good
fortune to have on board the ssme ship Lieutengnt” Vel
Browning, a son of the inventor of the Browning machine
gun, who was teking the first of these-gﬁns (four in
ﬁnumber) to France for demonstration purnoses.

And so, the trip across was devoted $§'the company
becoming familiar in the mechanical functioning and
firing of a second type of mschine gun.

Arriving in Frence, the division was assigned to

/ & training erea in the British sector and wes attached
to the 13th British Infentry Division for training and

h
(3) Back,
p. 53 suoply., (3) .

In this area all regimental machine gun companies

were billeted in the same town and were organized into

-5-



a provisional machine gun battalion.

/xwwﬁg\\\ Here machine gune of the British Vickers type
( ff and equipment, together with transport and animals,

‘Back

Da 5% were drawn from the British. (4)

Assiéted by an officer and two noncommissioned
officers of a machine gun company of the 16th British
Divigion, training of the company with a third type of
machine gun, immediately started only to be interrupted
(5) Cole and
Eberlin, nine days later. (5)
P, 21 -

Due %o the success of the Germane in their attaqk
of May 27th ageinst the French positions on the Ghem‘n
des Dames which ended in the forming of Chateau Thierry
salient, the Fourth Division was rushed to a2 new
training area just north of Meaux where it could be
used a8 a reserve divieion,

Before departing from the British training area,
all British equipment except the transport and animals,
were turned back to the British, and agein the machine
gun organizations found themselvee without machine
guns,

The move to the new training area started on June
9th, On June 15th with the remainder of the regiment,
the company arrived at Acy-en-Multien located about
eighteen kilometers northeast of Meaux and about the
same distance from the new front line of the new
Chateau—Thierry salient. (B8ee Map. No. 1)

At Acy—en-Multien the 33th Infantry s & part of

- the 7tn Brigade was attached to the Fourth French Di-
vision for training and defenée.
[T g S

5 Again the training of the regiment was undertaken.

The men of the rifle companies were given their first



(8) Cole end
Eberlin,

P.

2l

opportunity to fire their rifles. No ranges being
available, at first, a long line of tin cans tied
to stakes were used as targets. (6)

Not until several{days after the arrival of the
compeny at Acy—en-lMultien was it able to secure its
Hotchkiss machine guns and other equipment from the
French,

After having learned fhe mechanism of three
other types of machine guns, the company was at lest
issued the type of machine gun with which it was to
go into battle less than four weeks later,

The 4th French Division to which the regiment had
been attached for defense and trzining evidently con-
sidered the defense element much more important than
the training element, as the only French instruction
personnel the mechine gun compény saw, Wag a lone French
enlisted m:n from whom little wag learned.

The grrival of the two officers who had been sent
to Langree for a course in machine guns facilitatéd
the training of the company considerably., Fortunately
their treining at Langres had been with the Hotchkiss
gun,

Training here, however, was not to be without its
interruptions, for on severel occasions the regiment
was reguired to march at night to ite reserve position
just west of La Ferte iilon, some twelve kilometers
from Acy-en~-iultien, returning the following night.
The first time this odcurred the machine gun company
wae s8till without machine guns or pistols. It wae a
most peculiar feeling to be in command of a machine

gun organistion without erme, marching on a dark night



toward the front line which weas ﬁithin both sight and
hearing, without the least idea of whe‘gthe march was
going to end.

The training of the company at Acy was =zlmost en—
tirely in tenhnique, A method of extended order drill
or how a machine gun sguad should advance in an attack
seems not to have been thought of; and the only con-
solation that the company cormander could find in
hunting an excuse for his apparent stupidity is that
ho one else seemed to think of 1t elither,

At dusk on the night of July 15th, after a hard
dzy of training the regiment wae again orderéd to move

(7) Cole and
Ebez}in, up to ite reserve position., (7)
De &2

Aisne-Marne Qffensive-—First Engagement

The regiment arrived at its reserve position be-~
fore dawn on the 18th, Not until ncon when the regi-
mental, battzlion ané company commenders were aggembled
ai the Heedquarters of the 33d French Division wes it
known that the regiment wae to take over a sector in

(8) Cole and
Epberlin, the front line. (8)
P The regiment had been atiached to the 334 French
Division which was at that time holding the left of
the 2d French Army Corps astride the Qurcq River., It
was to relieve the 1llth French Infantry Regiment during
the night of July 17th-18th.

Nothing in the orders received at the French Di-
vieion Heedouarters conveyed any other impression than
that the regiment was to at last experience the usual
tour of front line duty on a quiet sector, which, up
to that time, had been the custom for American troops

Teeyperience

4 1n order to familiarize voth officers and men with

actual war conditions,



That night guides were provicded for the unit com-
mgnders of each battazlion, and with their respective
battalion commander, Were escorted to the position on
the front line which thelr respective organizations
were to occupy.

The regiment was to take over a front of about
3,000 meters with its right resting on the Qurcq River,
and ite left gbout 300 meters south of Faverolles
(see Map No. 2). All three battalions were to be in
line in the order of 2d, 3d, and lst.

The 41st French Division Was to be on the regi-
ment's left and other troops of the 23d French Division
on its right. |

The 2d Battalion wss to occupy the area of Troesnes
and 8illy-la-Poterie with its left resting on the
Saviere River,

The Machine Gun Company 39th Infantry was to be at-
tached to the 2d Battalion,

All day of the 17th was spent by the machine gun
company commander inspecting the gun positions of the
French machine gun company it was to relieve, All
these guns had been disposed for defense.

The relief of the 1llth French Infantry started
shortly after dark on the night of the 17th. Rain

h ;";a,nd inky darkness made the relief most difficult.
(9) Back, ./
o, 70 ¥ (9)
Qﬁ\fi In the sector of the 24 Battalion the rifle com~
. panies were disposed as follows:
Company YE" occupied the eastern edge of
Troesnes as the right front line company of the bat-
telion.
Company "H" was on the left of Company "EH
prolonging the line to the Saviere River,

-



Companies "G* and "F" occupied positions in
reserve, Company "G" at Les Hureaux and Company "FW
in and around Silly-ls~Poterie. (See Map No, 3)

The machine gun company had tsken over the em—
placements used by the French machine gun company.
Their guns were disposed g8 shown in Map No, 2., Their
poslitions and fielde of fire looked satisfactory enough
to the machine gun company commander for a defensive
poeition. That the machine guns might have to be used
on the offense wgs not considered.

With the relief of the position incomplete at
11:00 PM, the battzalion commander of the 24 Battalion
was summoned to regimental hesdguarters, then located
in the woode north of 8illy-la—-Poterie., (See Mep No. 2)
As the next senior officer in the battalion sector,
the machine gun company commander was left in command,

By midnight the relief of egll French troops in
the battalion sector had been completed. With the
French went gll means of wire or telephone communica-
tions, For a good resson the American regiment wae not
permitted to inetall theirs., |

At 3:30 AM on the 18th, the battalion commander
haed not returned. Attached to the battalion was a
French lieutenznt acting 28 & liaison officer and ad-
visor. About this time the French officer confided
in the machine gun compeany commander that & greaf at-
tack was to take place that morning, in which the 39th
Infantry was to participate,and that as the zero hour
had been set for 4:35 AM he was becoming concerned over
the continued absence of the battalion commander,

This was indeed *"ghocking® news. The anxiety of
the French officer was immediately contracted by the

machine gun company commander,

~10-



Runners were immediately dispatched to regimental
headgquartere, and ae the zero hour of 4:35 AM gradually
approached, the passing moments proved fo be mighty
anxious ones,

Realizing in the meantime that if the machine gun
company waze to suprort effectively an attack by the
battalion at any such hour,it would be necessary to get
forward more machine guns in the vicinity of Troesnes
at once, He therefore ordered the section at Les
Hureaux up to Troesnes where the other section of its
platoon was already located.

This anticipation of the battalion attack order
proved costly, for the sections arrived igfgaviere
Valley northeast of Troesnes,juet in time to get caught
in the German counter-srtillery barrage, two of its per-
sonnel getting killed and three others wounded,

Just before the zero hour arrived, the battalion
commander returned to his command post, having lost his

 Way en route from the regimental command post. Fortu—
nately the late return to his command post did not
interfere with the part that his battalion was to take
in the atteck of the regiment,

The original plan of attack of the French division
commander called for the 39th Infantry holding its posi-
tion, while the French troops on its right and left
attacked at 4:35 AM. The 32th Infantry was not to
start its advance until the Buisson de Cresnes,directly
to itse front’was outflanked on both the north and south
y the French., The Tegiment Was given the mission of

(10) Back, clearing fhe woods and consglidating its easterﬁ edge.
BoLe. ha (10)
Eberlin,

D. 26 The Frehch attacked as planned, but their progress

was slow, particularly thet of the 33d French Divigion

-11-



(11)

(12)

A.B.M.C.
File No.
710, 4~

B/ AM;
Cole end
Eberlin,
pp. 26-27

Cole and
Eberlin,
p. 29

troops on the right. To meet thie situation, the 39th
was ordered to sttack, echeloning its battalion§from
left to right sending them forward one at a time as
ordered by the French brigade commander.

The lst Batialion on the left attacked at 8:00

AM, crossed the Saviere, and advanced through the

northern part of the Buisson de Oresnes to its eastern
edge where it halted snd reorganized, (11)

The 34 Battélion, in the center, attacked at 9:00
AM, advanced against severe resistance in the southern
part of the woods, not reaching the eastern edge until
2:00 PM when it halted, (12)

On account of the slow advence of the French south
of the Qurcqg end the 34 Battalion on the left, the 2d
Battalion did not start ites advance from Troesnes until
3:45 PM,

During the entire morning its position had been
subject to an incessant artillery shelling and machine-
gun fire from the extreme southern portion of the
Buisson de (Qresnes, This inactivity under fire proved
a grueling test of nerves to men who Were experiencing
their first taste of warfere., It was only with great
difficulty that the machine gunners were prevented
from wasting their entire supply of ammunition on all
gorts of imaginary targets.

The plan of attack of the 2d Battalion cazlled for
an advance straigzht to the front by the two companies

in assault ("E" and *H") which were to be followed at

a digtance of 400 yards by the two reserve companieg--

(ﬂ ah and ® F).

The mission given the machine gun company in the

attack order was "to support the atteck with fire¥,

=12~



To comply with this rather ambiguous order, the
mschine gun company commander for the first time in
hie seven months experience witn machine guns, was
required to give some thought as to how machine guné
might be employed in offensive combat, Fortunately
he was given éleven hours to figure it out.

Tsch of the two platoons in Troesnes Were attached
to onerof the agegault rifle companiss while the platoon
in reserve in and around S$illy-lz~Poterie, was ordered
to fire on the southern edge of the Buisson de Cresnes
from the high ground west of the Saviere. The order
for this fire wzs issued from-a mgp. A few hours later
a mesgsage wes recelved from tﬂe pletoon leader to the
effect that he could not gee the Buisson de (Creenes
from the position and requested informetion as to
whether the company commander desired nim to fire over-
head fire., He was ordered to attach a section to each
of the reserve compenies &né advence with them,

The next problem thzt had to be solved was a forma-
tion and method for the advance of the gun squsds in
following the rifle companies to which they were at-
tached, Strange to say, the formation hastily decided
upon was similar to the present squad column now used
by mschine gun squace. A section wee attached to each
asseult platoon of the zsssult companies, The rate of
advance wzs to pe that of the platoon to Which the
gections were attached, To advence by bounds never
dccurred to anyone,

All zune and equipment were advenced by hand, the
mgchine gun carte heving been instructed to remein
with the combest traine.

The advance of the 24 Battalion met with practi-

cally no resistsnce. When it reached the prolongation

=] 3=



{13) Cole and
Eberlin,
P. 239;
ABMC,
File No,
710,4-
B/ AM

(14) aBMG
File No.
710, 4~
B/ AM

(15) Cole and
Eberlin,
p. 30

of the line which had been estsblished by the let and
3d Battalions along the eastern edge of the Buisson

de Creenes, ordere were iesued for the 2d snd 3d RBat-
tzlions to continue the advance, the 2d Battalion to
seize and organize s slope running southwest from
Noroy. The 3d Battalion wes to capture Noroy and
establish a line on the eastern edge of the town. The
lst Battalion was to follow in reserve. {13)

The 3d Batsalion accomplished its miesion after
some hand-to~hend fighting in Noroy, but again the 24
Battalion reached ite objective without being seriougly
resisted. The linee of the two battalions were ccordi-
nated for the night. 1In the organization of the sec~
tor of the 23d Battalion, the machine guns wer? disposed
ag shown on Map No, 2.

In accordence with orders issued by the Commanding
General of the 33d French Division, the regimental com-
mander issued orders during the night fbr the advance
to be resumed at 4:00 AM the next morning (the 19th),

The -2d and 3d Battzlions were to remain in a8-
sault, attacking in their present formation. The 1lst
Battalion was to remain in reserve, (14)

The 2d Battalion wes to attack on a front of only
550 yards with its-right gtill following the Ourcqg
River,

The 3d Battalion on the left was to attack also
on g front of 550 yards.

The objective of both battalions was the ridge
east of Chouy on a front of 1000 meters north of the
Qurcq River. The attack wes to be preceded by a
rolling artillery barrage. (15)

The commznd post of the machine gun company wase

-14-~



(18) Cole and
Zberlin,

Pe.

31

established in g railroad culvert about 100 yarde from
the pattalion command post anéd in it the compeany com—
mander spent the night of the 14th., In other words,

he went to sleepl About cawn he was awakened by one of
his own officers who informed him that the battalion was
forming for an attack,

He immediately reported to the battalion commencer
and was informed by him that the battalion wes preparing
to attack at 4:00 AM; that the attack order had been
issued, and frankly admitted that in assembling the
company commanders, the machine gun company hed been
overlooked.

Receiving a hasty explanation of the situstion, the
company commander promptly decided upon the only plan
of supporting the attack thzt he was sure of and that
was the one he had used the day before, of attaching =2
platoon to each ascault company and a section to each
recerve company, The same formation and method of ad-
vance were to be used by the gun squeds as on the dey
before,

The nlan of attack of the 24 Battslion was the
same a8 it had been the day before, attacking straight
to the front with two companies in assault and two in
reserve. The formation of the companies remained un-
changed. (13) .

At 4:00 Al both battalions started their advance,
but the rolling barrsge that was to precede the assault
units failed to materialize. .At 5:15 AlM, one hour and
fifteen minutes after the regiment had lesunched its
attack, a message reached regimental headquariers, in-

forming the regimental commancder that the attack had

=15~



been postponed and would not begin until 5:30 Al
Every effort was made to prevent the artillery barrage
from being fired in the regimentel zone of advance,
but it was without avail, for the barrage passed
through the asszult battalionSwith almost disastrous
(17) Cole and '

Eberlin, results. (17)

D. 31

The 2d Battalion fought its.way all day from Noroy,.
passed just south of Chouy which was captured by the
French, and finally resched its objective late in the
afternoon.

The 24 Battalion, however, was to have the harder
time of it on this day. Ite advance was over a mos}
difficult terrain, which included marshes, woods, hills,
and the winding valley of the Ourca.

Starting its advance, it immediately encountered
serious resistance from the reorganized‘positions of
the Germans,

The attached machine guns immediately began to
prove themselves to be‘both a help and a nuleance,

Their presence drew minenwerfer end shell fire and
their nearness to the infentry subjected the assault
lines to this fire. ©On the other hand they were able
to give some material assistance in alding the advence
by actually firing through the ranks of the infantry
just in rear of the assault lines.

The sdvance of the two assault companies was
fairly uniform until the road running south from Noroy
was reached, Arriving at the eastern edge of the
woods, just east of this road, Company "H", the left
assault company, was checked by machine gun fire from
the small patch of woods on the nose directly to its

front., Here the machine gun platoon attached to

-16-



Qompeny “H" played an important part in assisting the
company to continue ite advance, but at & great cost.
Lieutenant Paul Strickland, for whom Strickland Ridge
Forl ﬂ‘ﬂm"z_ . .
on the reservation is named, in commpnd of this platoon,
teking & noncommissioned officer with him worked forward
in front of the infantry ané succeeded in locating the
enemy machine gun that wes holding up the advence of
the company. In attempting to return to his platoon,
Lieutenant Strickland was mortelly wounded by a ball
from a German sniper and was forced to seek cover in the
diteh of the road. The noncommissioned officer, however,
succeeded in reaching one of the guns, and directed its
fire on the Germen machine gun position, putting it out
{18) Lt. Paul
strickland,of action. (18)
Sgt. Den-
nis Curran In the meantime Company "E¥, the right assault
compeny, had advenced into the swamp just east of the
rozd running south from Noroy and was being ¢losely
(19) ¢ole and
Tberlin, followed by Company "G". (18)
p- 5% The bettalion commander with his staff and the
machine gun compeny commander, were all just in rear
of the support line of Company "E". No such thing as
an orgenized command post for the battalion existed.
About this time attention was called to the French
rolling barrage creeping forward from the rear, It waé
forcing Company "G" forward into the swamp whe;fit ran
into Company "E" which was checked by machine gun fire
to its front. .
As the barrage pacsed through the swamp chaos
reigned, and it was only the presence of the battalion
commender who took personal command of both companies

that restored order and the companies reorganized suf-

ficiently to resume the advance.
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(21) Cole and
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In the swamp the machine gun company lost two of
ite gune, but the remainder played & big part in help-
ing the two companies finally to reach the battalion
objective,

Companies "H" and "F" on the left had become com-
pletely disorganized by the French barrage and never

did succeed in getting forward, = French officer lead-

) ing them to the rear. (20)

The machine gun section which had been attached
to Oompany "F" got loet and wandered over into the
zone of advance of the 3d Battalion and remained with
that organization the rest of the day,.

ﬁuring the night of July 19th-20th, the regiment
was relieved and ordered to return to the Buisson de

Borny, juet west of La Ferte llllon, where it went into

Eberlin,reserve, (21}

b.

33

h
(22) Back,

b.

gl

" In spite of the hard fighting experienced by the
regiment, these two days, the total casualties were
only twoofficers and fifty—-four men killed and nine
officers and 318 men wounded,

For ite accbmplishments, the regiment was cited

by the French Army Commander and its colors decorated,

Al sne-lMarne Qffensive-~Vesle River

For the next week the 39th Infantry, as a part of
the 7th Brigade, remained in reserve of the Sth French
Army. (23)

On July 27th orders were received reverting it
to the command of its own division, and on the same
day the brigade marched to thé Foret de Fere where the

Fourth Division was assembling as a reserve for the
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(25) Cole and
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lst United States Corps, The Foret de Fere is just in
regr of the position then being held by the 424 Divi-
sion, along the Qurcqg River just east of Fere-en—
Tardenois where its advence had been temporarily
checked., Two battslions of the 47th Infantry were at-
tached to the 42d Division and participated in the
fighting in and around Sorgy. (See iap No. 1)

The Germans had selected the favorable position
north of the Qurcq to mske a determined effort to check
temporarily the Allied advance,while a stronger posi-
tion was organized along the Vesle'and S0 jhe vast
amount of suppliee znd men still remaining in the
northern part of the salient could be evacusted, (&3)

To etem the Americen wave that had been so suc-
cessful up to this time, the 4th Prussian Guards Were
thrown against the lst United States Corps. From the

28th of July until August lst when the Germen with-

/ drawal took place, these troops were successful in

performing the mission for which they had been rushed
to this section of the Western Front. (24)

On the night of August lst, warning orders were
issued by the divieion for the intended relief on
the night of August 2d of the 424 Division., (25)

In this relief the machine gun company wag to
be attached to the lét Basttalion in whose bivouac
in the Foret de Fere it had been enjoying a rest.
About midnight on the night of August let-23d, the 1lst
Battalion with the mechine gun company attached, re-
ceived orders to bregk camp snd move to a more forward
position. With the battalion in a column of twos and

ready to move out, a German plane flying extremely
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(27)

(28)

ABMO,
File No.
710, 4~
D/ Al

ABMO,
File Xo.
710, &
D/ AM

ABMC
File No.
710.4-
D/ Al

low, and almost on a2 line with the column, dropped a
number of bombe into the rankse of the battalion, In
the short period of time that it took the plane to
fly over, the battalion suffered 27 killed and 04
wounded, The scene wae one of death and horror, The
head of the column guffered the grester portion of

the casualties and as the machine gun company was

~1ined up at the tail of the column, it escaped without

injury.

On the night of August lst the Germans started
their retreat from the Qurcqg to the'gesle. Discover-
ing this the next morning the 42d Division ilmmediately
took up the pursuit and by the night of the 2d had
reached a line notrtheast of Fere-en-Tardinois on the
northerﬁ edge of the Foret de Nesles. {See Map Xo.
1) (&e)

VOn this line the 4th Division relieved the 42zd
Division at 4:00 AM on the morning of August 3d.

Meking a passage of lines, the division advanced
with brigades abresst, the 8th Brigade on the right
and the 7th Brigade on the left. The left boundary
of the 7th Brigade was the left boundary of the lst
U. 8. Corps. French troops were on the left. (27)

The 7th Brigade advanced in s column of regi-
ments with the 35th Infantry in asssult.

The 24 and 34 Battalions were in asgsault, the
3d Battalion on the right, with the lst Battalion in
reeerve. (28)

Again the machine gun company was attached to
the 24 Battalion,

As the terrazin over which the company wa; to

advance was shown by the map to be thickly wooded



for the first eix kilometers, snd as resistance

from the enemy was expected o be encountered fronm
the very start (no information to the contrary
having been given), the machine guns, together with
the necessary equipment and smuunition, were ordered
to be carried by hand and the carts directed to join
the combat trains,

The advance of the battalion started in an ap-
proach march formation with reduceC intervals and
distances,

On this occasion, however, the machine gun com-
pany commander took advantage of the lesson in con-
trol that ne had received in the engagement of July
19th, and kept his company intact instead of assign-
ing platoons and sections to the rifle companies of
the battalion.

The formation of the company as first planned
was a column of platoons, each platoon being in =z
line of sguad columns, Forty paces distance was
to be maintained between platoons and twenty naces
interval between gun scuads., The company was to
advance between the assault and reserve companies
and ite rate of advance to be that of the infantry.

‘The advance through the Bois de Dole took from
4:00 AM until B3:30 in the afternoon, the delay not
being caused by any enemy resistance, for fortunately
none was encountered; it was due to the great‘dif—
ficulty that the smaller unit commanders experienced
in keeping their organizations in formation and in
maintaining dircction, so dense was the woods,

Before advancing very far it became necessary

for the machine gun company commander to order each
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platoon into a column of souad columns changing
the formation of the company to a line of platoons,
the right and left platoon guiding on the center
platoon. Even in this formation the right column
loet ite direction end it was not until the regi-
ment had emerged from the northern edge of the
Boie de Dole that it rejoined the company. The
slow rate of advance by the infantry proved a
God-send to the machine gunnere carrying their
heavy equipment.

Befpre reaching the Mont Notre Dame-—-Chery

e,

ha(tre&ié

p\

encountered their first resistance of the day, by

oad the agsault unites of the regiment “=

o k0

machine gun fire from the Bois de Bazoches. (See

(23) ABMC
Tile No. Yap No, Z) (23)
710, 4-
D/ AM One platoon of the machine zun company was
ordered into position on some high ground south
of the road, and under cover of 1ts fire the advance
h elements of the 24 Battalion suc¢ceeded in clearing
(30) Back 55

De 107 %w the southern edge of the Bois de Bazoches. (30)

At this time orders were received by the divi-
elon from the corps to form two columne with strong
advance guards, take up the pursuit, and push

cé ;;across the Vesle for the purpose of foruing a bridge-
(31) Back,
n., 108 V/ head on its northern slope. (31)
To the front line troops, this order was Trather
aifficult to understand, as they were in contact
with the enemy for the first time that day, after
having advanced for ten houre through thick woods

in an espproach march formation.

The march was nevertheless ordered by the divi-
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gsion, the 8th Brigaede forming a column on the right
end the 7th Brigade forming one on the left.

The 33th Infantry, less the lst Battalion, was
designated as the sdvance guard for the 7tk Brigade
Column.

It was not until 10:00 PM that the regiment
finally got started. Its route of march was %0 be
northwest on the Mont Notre Dame-Chery ghértreuvé; .
road to the Montbani farm road and thence northeast
to Saint Thibaut by the unimproved road running
northéast.

The 2d. Battalion was leading, constituting the
suppoit of the advance guard with Company "E* out
as the advance party. The 34 Battalion and the ma-
chine gun company in the order nemed, constituted
the reserve. One company of the 1llth Machine Gun
Battalion wae to be attached to the support, but it
did not get forward in time to join the column be-
fore it started.

After turning northeast on the unimproved road
toward Saint Thibaut the head of the column en-
countered artillery fire and auntomatically halted
and here the regiment remsined the rest of the night
with its right flank exposed to incessant artillery
shelling.

The troope were able to find cover but thé trans-
nort of the combat trains suffered heavily. & heavy
rain had started to pour down, and with the heavy
ghelling 2nd inky darkness all Treconneissance proved
futile. It was a most awkward position for & com-

mander to find himself in,

In the meantime przcticelly the same thing was
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hapoening to the 2th Brigade Column, its advance

guard not hzving been able to even get on the road.

(72) ﬁcm/;\/ (32)

P /o &

At dawn the coﬁmanding officer, 39tn Infantry,
who was the advence guard commencer, finding the
Montbani Farm--Saint Thibaut road under the direct
observation of the heights north of the Vesle, and
also still being shelled, ordered his column to
countermarch, move eastiward across country to the
Chery Chartreuve--8pint Thibaut road, end aporoach
the river crossing just below Saint Thibaut from that
route,

In executing the countermarch some confusion
occurredzfor when the column finally got under way,
Companies "H" and "F" were in front of the 3d Bat-
talion and Companies "E" and "3" behind it., The
machine gun company wzs still in rear of the 3d Bat-
talion,

Time wae not taken to rectify this solitting of
the 24 Battalion, Company "O" was sent forward as
the advance party, with Companies "F¥, "K*, and MM
being designated as the support and Companies "IY,
"u", Machine Gun, "E¥, and "G" in the order nemed

es the reserve,

The Chery Ohart;;;;g}¢oad to Baint Thlbaut
passes tarough a deep gulch about 200 meters wide
end almost perpendicular to the high ground north of
the Vesle River. The exit from the gﬁlch is about
1,00C meters from the southern edge of Saint Thibaut,
and in order to get to the town it is necegsary to

base over an open ares Which is under the direct

command of the high ground north of the Vesle.
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Saint Thibagut is iocated on g long égfié sloping
northeast toward the river, It proved to be nothing
more than a bull's-eye for the direct fire of the
German artillery, minenwerfers and machine guns which
had tasken full adveantage of the commanéhgositions
(33) Cole end 1

Eberlin, offered by the high ground north of the river, (33)

Company "H", the advance perty, was permitted
to leave the gulch and approach the town without being
fired upon. It reached the town at 8:00 AK still on
the road in a column of twos.

Part of the support at this time was slready well
out of the gulch in a column of squads.

. It was a sight that must have made the German
artillery observers gasp in amazement, for before them
lay an srtilleryman's dream,
| Company "H" wae permitted to advance well into the
sunken road leading to the bridge, when suddenly the
Germans cut loose with a terrific machine gun and
artillery fire on Ssint Thibaut, and the area in its
rear, resulting in enormous casualties.

For awhile the renks of the sumvort of the advance
guexrd were in great confusion,

Company "HY after some time Was reorzanized esnd
took a position on the ndrthern edge of the town,
Company "K" took up a position on the right of the
road about 500 meters south of the town. Companies
"F* and nLw deplofed to the right and left of the
roed respectively, and about 200 meters in rear of
Company WY, |

The reserve, still in column in the gulch, was

halted.

The regimentzl commander, together with the com-
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(35) Cole and
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mander of the suprort, went forward into Saint
Thibaut, Here the regimentzal commaznd post was es-
tablished with only one rifle company a few hundred
meters to the front.

Six patrols were sent forward from Compsny "H",
some of which were successful in crossing the river
gnd returning with the information of the highly-
orgenized defensive position that confronted the ad-
vance of the regiment. These patrols were the first
Allied troops to cross the Vesle., (34}

It was decided to hold the town and for that
reason an effort wes made to get more troops forward.
With considereble difficulty two platoons of

Company "I" succeeded in working forward in small
mumbere and took up a position on the sunken road west
of the town. (35)

Before noon the machine gun company commander was
successful in getting one of his platoons forward, the
gun crews crawling almost the entire distance from the
exit of the gulch to the town on their bellies.

As the leacst activity in the town seemed to draw
an artillery concentrastion, it wae with consliderable
gifficulty that guns were finally mounted in the ap-
proximate poeition shown on the mep. (8ee ¥ap No. 3)

Movement in the town during the rest of the day
proved to te extremely dangerous even for individuals.
Not only did the Germans seem able to bring down artil-
lery fire at any point zt any time, but certain locali-
ties seemed to be within the observationi;::range of
enemy Snipers and machine gunners,

The numerous wine cellars (zll empty) and base-
mente of the town proved to be excellent dugouts.

_ 7h
Late in the afternoon a steady shelling of1;;ea
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in the vicinity in which the building thet held regi-
mental headquarters was situated, indicated thet
German obeervers had been zble to tell what the build-
ings conteined, 'It was later discovered that the
regimental sergeant major had placed the regimental
command post flag in a2 most conepicuous place on the
iron gate in the court yard where it could be easily
geen by runners,

The machine gun ‘company commender spent most of

nol/

the afternoon in observation from the nedde on the
northern edge of the town, znd was unable to locate a
single German poseition to the front in end aTound
Bazoches, so well concealed were the German positions.

In this engegement & sudden realization of the
value of machine guns seemed to heve come to the regi-
mental commander, for he never rested until machine
guns were brought forward into the town, and then
wanted to hear them constantly being fired the rest
of the day in spite of the fact that he was neither
meking an attack, or being attacked., OJonseguently
the lack of targete, the question of ammunition supply
for the guns and a desire to keep the commanding
officer satisfied, seemed to be the vrincipal problem
thet confrontecd the machine gun company commander,
Lete in the day when a German minenwerfer position wes
located, three of the four gune in the town were fired
at it eumultaneously; the Germans' retaliation with
artillery fire wge so severe, that it is believed he
was teught a lesson as to one of the disadvantages
of heving a machine gun pogition near infantry.

After dark Company "F" and the remaining two
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platoons of Company "I' were brought forward, Company
UFil going into position in the towa just in rear of
Company "H" and the two platoons from‘company It join-
ing the company in its position in the sunken road
(28) Cole znd '
Tberlin, west of the town. (38)
p. 44
The night of August 4th and 5th will =zlways be
remembered by those who Wwere in Saint Thibaut., Start-
ing at midnight the American artillery concentrated its
fire until dawn on the towns of Bazoches and Haut
Maiegon, and all other German positions which had shown
to bte occupied by German tr00ps.ﬂ,2he German artillery
replied by concentrating most of fire on Saint Thibaut,
The night was kept as bright as day by the large number
(37) Baé&,
p. 112 of flares which were kept constantly in the air., (37)
fvout midnight of August 4th and 5th, orders were
received from the corps for g ooordingted zttack by the
divigion at 5:00 All to be made in conjunction with the
32d Divieon on the right, and the French on the left,
On the right of the 33th Infantry was the 58th
Infantry which was the zssault regiment of the 8th
Brigade,
0f the two regiments, the 32th Infantry had by far
the mozﬁ difficult task, It was given the mission of
crossing the river north of Saint Thibaut, to seize
the towns of BaZoches end Heut Maison, and then secure
the high ground to the north., This was to be done by
[ men who already were aware of the skillfully organized
(28) Back,
p. 11 defengive position that lay in front of them. (38)
In the plan of attack of the 33th Infantry zll
permanent battalion organizetion seecus to have been

discarded,

Companies "H" and "I" were to form the assault
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wave, Company "H' on the right, with Companies g

and WK" following closely in support, Compeny "Ft

on the right. No definite scheme of maneuver seeus

to have been included in the plan of atiack other than
an gttack straight to the front.

This force was to be commanced by the battalion
commander of the 3d Battalion.

The machine gun company was to support the at-
tack by fire from the town, while Companies "A® and
HgH of the 1lth Machine Gun Battalion were also to
support the attack from the high ground to the south-
west of the town.

In neither case were any definite targets desig-
nated so far azs can tve remembered,

To comply with his mission in the attack, the
mechine gun company commander ordered gnother one of
his platoons to come forwerd., Way he failed to uee
the 38 Platoon cannot be expleined.

When the other platoon came forward it wass or—
dered to take position in battery formation in the
sunken road west of the town, from where it was to
support the attack of fompany "I", after the company
had gone 2 sufficient distance down the hill to per-
mit the gune to fire with safety,

Just before the hour for the attack, sll the guns
of the other platoone were assembled in a similar
formation just in rear of Company "H" with instruc-
tions to support that compeny in a like manner.

At 5:00 AM, when the attack wes launched, the
American srtillery preparation wvzs still being fired,

Almost instantly the German artillery began

falling in the aTrea between the town snd the river,



(38) Cole and
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Two machine guns in the right platdon were put out

of action by the vursting of a single shell after
having fired only a few rounde, One of these guns

had taken a position behind a remaining brick wall

of a building, and the wall was knocked over, crushing
the gun and ite crew,

When the American artillery fire lifted, the
German machine gﬁns began to work.

Qompany "HY reached the narrow-gauge railroad
at the base of the hill and was unable to advance any
further. Company "FY which was to follow Company “H!
never left the town.

Company "I" reached the river and under terrific
artillery and withering machine gun fire, attempted
to ford the river, This was found impossible to do as
the Germans had filled the river with wire entangle-
ments. One officer and three men were killed while
attempting to cut the wire. (38)

The company commander of Company ®*I" was wounded,
tut refused tobte evacuated. Seeing the danger of his
position, he directed an orderly withdrawal to the
cover of the narrow-gsuge railroad.

The machine gun company kept up a steady fire on
the town of Bazoches, Definitely located targets
were very few,

The attack of the 39th Infantry had completely
feiled, The SBth Infantry, however, had succeeded in
getting a foothold on the porth bank of the Vesle,

Hearing this, the commending officer of the 39th
Infantry ordered ancther attack, this time ordering
Companies "EM" and "G" to reinforce Gompanﬁ "HY and
WIN, The American artillery agzin fired a preparétion

on Bazoches,
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During this attack Company "I® taking advan-
tage of the artillery preparation, not only reached
the river again, but succeeded in getting one platoon
acroes by the use of logs.

Company "H" reached the rivér, but was forced
to withdraw to the railroad sgain, where it became
intermingled with Compeny "EY, which had been
gtopped at the railroad track, Company "G' also
reached the track.

During thie attack the German artillery suc-

_ceeded in getting the range to the company's machine

gun positions, and their crews were compelled to
take them out of action and seek cover.

By this time the morale of the companies down
in front was at a very low ebb, and when orders for
another attack came, it also was doomed to fail, (39)

It is worthy of note that in none of the three
attacks did the infantry ever succeed in reaching
& single German position, To witness the fight, it
appeared very much like human beings were being
pitted against a curtain of artillery and machine-gun
fire. '

A short while zfter the last attack had failed,
the divisional machine gun battalion, which unbe-
known to the troops in Saint Thibaut, had gone into
position on the high ground to the southwest, suddenly
opened fire with twenty-four machine guns.

The object and target of this intensive fire is
to-day still debatable,

What the direct results of the fire of these

guns were, is not known, but the indirect results
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Suddenly, the realization of the tremendous
reSponsibility that this captain had unconeciously
ascumed in taking over the command of young men to
train for war such as thie boy before him, who had
blindly trusted himself to his guidance, and'reeliz-
ing hOW'iIprrepered'they all ﬁere, due to his igno-
rance, this officer felt that "Sister" McKey wes right,
' that he was responsible for getting him into this.

That.evening the divieion issued an order calling
for the temporary withdrawal of the regiment_from saint
Thibeut in order that an artillery preparation could -
be fired throughout the next day on the Gemman position
preﬁaratory to another attack in the_afternoen,

"The general has decided to wipe the towns of
Bezoches and Heut Maieon end the possible emplacements
east, north, and esouth of these towns; off the mapf,
is an extract from a message eest‘by the Chief of
'Staff of the Division to the Brigade Commander,

This proved.to be rather an eiaggerated idea of
what artillery can do, for the preparation was fired
ae scheduled but ‘when other troops of the division
took over the job of the 39th Infantry both towns and
the emplacements, still occupied by Germans, were found
to be there where they were able to withstand many more
American onslaughts.for-WBeke to. come; | |

The cssualties of the regiment from Angust 3d to
_August 6th gmounted to 1l officers and 204 enlisted
_men killed and 42 officers and over 1200 enlisted men

-wounded,



ANALYSIS AND ORITICISM

In this monograph of 5 regimental machine gun
company,'it has been obviously necessary to discuss to
a certain extent, the operations of the higher units
to which it belonged.

We have covered in s rather.hasty manner two dis-
tinct engagemente eflfhe regiment, fought during the
same major operafion within sixteen days of one another.

When We stop and analyze these tWo engegements, .
.we.find some staitling contraste in the results of each,
.In fhe first engagement of-July 18th and 19th. the

regiment has entered the front line for its initial

' ‘baptism of fire. Being denied the usual tour of duty

in a so—-called quiet sector that the'earlier American
divisibns to arriﬁe-ie France had been privileged %o
experience, iteis_required.to take part.es an assault
unit in one of the moet deciesive offensives of the war;
| The success that the regiment attains ia.“ remark-
eble. It reaches all ob;eotives and suffers a minimum
of casualtles, wvhich, after all should be the main
‘object of every commander in battle.
In the second engagement of August 34 to Auguef
~7th, 1t again enters the front 1ine,_but this time
with all its personnel haV1ng had & taste of what modern
warfare was like, yet the results are remarkably dif-
ferent. Eei%gﬁe;and tremendous casualties. | |
-@hieeg:23£ difference'ih‘results is food for
study. _
‘In the firsﬁ engagement the regiment is under the

command of French officers, thoroughly trained in the
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principles of War and tneir application by the greatest
of all,military-teachere, var itself,

With the regimental commander and each battalion
cpmmander is a French officer of Junior ramk designated
B as "liaieon‘efficers“ Through them the regimental and -
battalion commanders receive their orders from the
higher French commanders,

COneequently, the application of some princinlee
of war are. most evident

On' the morning of the attackthe Principle of Sur-.
prise is applied to a high degree,
| Without forfeiting the'Principle of the Cbjective

or foensive; the Principle of Economy of Force is ap-
plied by not permitting too hasty an'advance.ef the
“regiment into the Buieson de Cresnes,

By having the regiment advance in echelonment of
battallons from left to right, after the French on the
left had outflanked ‘the Buieson de Cresnes and with
the failure of the French south of the Ourcq to advance,
we have an. exoellent demonstration of the apnllcdtion
of Gooperation as well as Movement

Go‘gack to the second engagement we find an en-
tirely different situation,

The regiment is now a part of an American brigade,
division, and corps, all commanded by American general
'officere. The eommandere of all three were colonele
commanding peace strength regiments when the War Was
declared

Their military education had begn/much as an un-

prepared nation prOV1ded which was not very extensive.
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Their combat experience.was limited %o the command of
small unite in the war with Bpain and the Philippine
Insurrection. 8till, they répresented the Army'e best.

The regimental commander had been promoted to a
major just ae the wer broke out and had just. atarted
his career when the nation declared war on Spain,

The battalion commandera wWETE Btlll young men
w1th less than flve years’ gervice,

The large majority of Junior-officeis had never
shouldered a fifle up to a year before, aﬁd'hﬁd received
'commissions after ninety days of training. |

Is it any wonder that in this engagqnent against
-a well—tralned and skillfully intrenched enemy we flnd
the Principlee of War consplcuous by their violations
inetead of thelr applicationa?

_ From the very”atart we find the Principle of Becu-~
Tity being violated by a iéck of any information con—
cerning the highly organized position of the Germans
on the Vesle, with the result that a whole battalion
.ié caught in a compact formation on the rodd, o

In mne of the attacks on the Vesle do we find
ény commandérs from the division commander down planning
_any scheme of maneuver other than an attack stratght to
the front by all units. This showB g lack of the appli;
cetion in the Principles of Movement, Maes, and Coopera-
tion, | |

Had attacks in great depth been made to the flanks
of BaZochee with érholding attack to its front as tﬁe
French had done in outflanking the Buisson de Cresnes,
the Tesults on the Vesle might have been differeﬁf. |

In dlsCusslng the use of machine guns in these two

offenslvea we find a great example of the danger of
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'losing eight of the Principle of the Offeneive.

_ At the ﬁime when the United States entered the
war;lthe Allied natione had settied down to a passive
defense. Undeubtedly the stabilized warfare that Te-
sulted wae'largely due to the gTeat development in the
‘use of the machine gun. Gonsequently,'moet of their
' machine gun tactics were of a defensive nature.

-Not'having any machine gun doctrine of its own,
the Aunerican army was required to accept the teachings
of its Allies'with the result that ﬁachine'gun organiza~ |
‘tions, hastily tfained,_learned practically nothing of
the offensive use of the machine gun, -

_Goﬁeequently, throughouf'the early engagements of
‘the American Expeditionary Forces Wwe are bound to find
groes violations of machine-gun tactice as they'are.now

taught, which in turn violate certain Principles of War.

| LESSONS |
The lessoﬁs contained in theeertwo engagements for.
the military man are most evident, far too evident to
touch on here. _ |
For it is believed that the Teal lesson learned
from any engagement in the.World_War where American
troops participated goes much farther than the army it-
self. 'It_is7a ieseon in_security_thet goes back to the
natioh as o demonstration of the tremendous nrice it
pays'for being unprepared It should teaoh the nation
thet even if we can‘raise a mlllion men overnichtz as
one eminent statesman said, that it means nothing. And
it Bhould.eerve to briﬁg'.‘home with a tel_‘rible awskening
the criﬁiﬁal ignorance of enqther etatesman who Baid,
"it ehould be our gilory thet we were not prepared',

 What a difference the ghost of a “Slster" McKey would

make in his ideas of Wwar.
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QUESTIONS

When war was declared on'Germany, the machine gun or-
ganizations of the United States Army were quipped
with: _

(1) British Vickers .

(2) German Maxims

{3) Benet Mercies

(4) Guns 1ncluding four different types. | Angwer 4

The basis of machine gun 1nstruction in the United
States Army after war was declared was taken from;

(1) The experience. of the Mexican Punitive

- Expedition

(2) The experience of the Allied Armies durlng ‘
the World War

(3) A theory of its own. . Answer 2
After learning the mechanism of four different

types of machine guns, the Machine Gun Company,
39th Infantry, was equipped during the Alene

~Marne Qffeneive with:

(1) 'Briﬁish Vickers Machine guns
(2) French Hotchkise machine guns
(3) Browning machine guns

(4) Colt machine guns . Answer

When the 39th Infantry took part in the Aisne

Msarne foensive on July 18th it had:

(1) Spent a short period of time in a quiet
gector of the front 1ine

(2) Already taken part in an.offensive'oneratidn .

(3) Was entering the front line for the firet -
- time o Answer 3

On July 18th and 19th the r1ght boundary of the
regiment wag the: _

.(1) Marne River

(2) Vesle River

[3) Saviere River

(4) OQurcq River | Anewer 4
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On July thh the aesault battalions of the 33th .
Infantry. suffered great casualtzes and became

(1)

(2)

S(3)

8.

-disorganized because of'

German artillery fire

A late French artlllery barrage

' ‘-39-_-

2

1

(3) German machine gun fire ‘
(4) German infantry bayonet charge - Answer
On the morning of August 34 the 4th D1V1sion
started advance to the Vesle River when it:
made a paseage of lines and relieved the:
(1) 42d D1v1eion
(2) 324 Divieion
28th Dlvialon “
(4) 24 Division o Answer
When the Allies reached the Vesle the Germans;
(1) ‘Immediately counterattacked them in
: - great force |
(2) -Started to-fight'a delaying.action
.~ (3) Msde a determined stand from & well-
. fortified defensive position .
(4) Retired to the Aleme. -~ hnswer_3



