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Pershing, General
War Department, 13515,

John J,
Brief, accurate, and concise,
"The Meuse-Argonne Battle".

A monograph written March 29,
1919 - War Department, 1219,

Hartzell, Capt
Arthur E,

Accurate as to dates, boundaries, zones
of action, and statements of fact.

Buchan, John "A History of the Great War"

Vol, IV, Houghton ¥ifflin Co,
Prejudiced in favor of efforte and
repeulte of British Forces. Accurate ae
tc dates,

Dawes, Charles G. "A Journal of the Ggreat War®,
Houghton Mifflin Co.

Valuable mainly for source of facte

pertaining to 8. 0. 8. Author is ardent

friend and admirer of (General Perehing

and is apt to be prejudiced in some of

hie concluseions.

Wozrld War Recorde let Divieion
A.E,F. War Department.

Official documente only. Accurate.
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Accurate as to all statemente of faot,

Statements of the following officers and noncommiseioned
officere who were present with the 1lst Brigade, let Divi-
sion during the Second Phase, lMeuse Argonne QOffensive:

Major 0. W. Ryder
or L. R. Boyd
or Paul Ransom
Capt. J. Wheelim
1lst sarEeant Robert Sedusky, Co., D
8th Infantr,.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In thie diecuseion c¢f the operatione of
one company during one phase of the Meuse-
Argonne Qffensive, it is believed that the
reader will receive a much clearer picture if
he ie thoroughly familiar with the plane of the
Higher Qommand, the miseion of higher unite,
the terrain to the front and on the flanks,
the concentratione and dispositions of the
enemy, and the situation of supporting unite
and of unite to be supported. For this reason
I will eet forth below a detailed statement of
the situation pertaining to the 18t Division
Ay E. Fe on 8eptember 30, 1918,

PLANS OF THE ALLIES

TR L SR TR el e K= N =B P TS, T R0 T BN e,
by Marshal Foch that the advantageous situation
of the Allies, resulting from their successes
during July and Auguet, should be exploited to
the utmost by wvigorously continuing the general
battle and extending it eastward to the Meuse,
All of the Allied Armiee were to be employed
in a converging action, The British armies,
supported by the left of the French armies
were to attack towards Qambral; the center of
the French armiee west of Rheims would con-
tinue the action already begun to drive the
enemy beyond the Alene; and the American Army
supported by the right of the French armies

it
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¥~ (1) Pershing
p. 40

(2) Pershing
Pe 4l

(3) Hartzell
p. 22

(4) Ibid
p. 20-31
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(5) Buchan
vol., IV
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would direct ite attack on Sedan and Mezieree,

(1)

IMPCRTANCE OF AMERICAN FRONT TO GERMANS

The portion of the front (extending from
Port-Sur-Seille, east of the loselle, west to
include the Argonne Forest) (2) occupled by
the American Army was of the utmoet importance
to the Germans. (3) The Briey iron basin which
wae vital to their success was menaced by any
attack on this front. (4) 4An attack pushed
northward in this sector tc Sedan and Mezieres
would cut the enemy east and west line of
rallway south of the Ardennes, thereby separating
the German armieg in France and Belgium, pre-
venting movements of troope, munitions, and

suppliee from one part of the line to ancther,
AT A e B e n.!".-'ll? o FJ ﬂ-b'l e mimﬁhrmr‘

and Would force a withdrawal from Franna and
Belgium to the River Meuse. (5) In order

to safeguard the troope facing the Britiesh and
French armies, it was imperative that General
Von Der Marwitz (commanding the German troops
on this portion of the front) hold his posi-
tion; doubly so, because reduced manpower Wae
compelling the German High Oommand to shorten
its front. The only way to shorten the front
succesegfully wae to ewing the entire line in
a northeasterly direction on Von Der Marwitz's
Army ae a pivot., If thie front could be made
to give way before the line had been ewung
back, the German armies faced dieaster, (6)
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(7) Pershing
D, 44 v
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(8) Perﬁhing_
P« 44-45;
Pereonal
Experience

TERRAIN AND ENEXY CONCENTRATION IX
AMERICAN FRONT

The American Army had to reckon with
on its front not only the enemy's elaborate
artific;alfdefenaes, which had been conetructed
with methﬁﬁical gtudy and prodigioue labor, but
alec the natural features of the terrain, which
greatly aided the Germans, (7) The country
northweet of Verdun was the roughest on the
entire fighting line, embracing the Argonne
Forest and the weoded ridges west of the Meuee.
The dominating heighte east of the Meuese were
covered with heavy artillery, which could
deliver oblique fire on the western bank, The
heights within the Argonne Foreet were used
ae positions for both artillery and machine
guns, which could fire into troope advancing
east of the Alre River, BeiWeen the Argonne

L L R s T R T R oty -

and the Meuee are the heighte of Montfaucon

Ml it o il TR

and Exemmont which afforded perfect obeervation
and which had been heavily fortified. The

east and weet ridges abutting on the Meuse

and the Aire River valleye, each with its
groups of trees, afforded the, Germane exgellent
machine gun poeltions for the desverate defenee
which the lmportance of the position would
require them to make. North of Montfaucon

and Exermont densely wooded and rugged heighte
constituted natural features favorable to
defeneive fighting, (8) 1In fact, the American
Army had been given the hardest part of the line.

1te defenses were nearer together and stronger;

-G
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October 4th the greatest and most de termined
concentration of the enemy then existing in
(¢) Dawes / France, (9) Defeat of the Germane in this
gector would be fatal to them, but their
/Eommander-inhChiei coneidered the seven miles
of the Siegfried System and the difficulties

of the terrain through which an attacking army

o ]

would have to force ite W&y)ample nrotection
(10) Buchan . of the vital area beyond Sedan, (10)

Vol, IV

Pe 383

THE ATTACK OF THE ALERICAN FIRST ARKY

On Beptember 2¢, 1218, the American lst
Army on the right and the French 4th Army on
the left had pushed forward along the front a=d

w&3® resting on the River keuse and extending

(11) Eugha?? forty milee to the weet. (11) Thue began the
Vol,
A RPTI e  E O D E FE  R IIN - i D P  O TT Ar Y Aprre e
(12) Persging ' decided upon earlier in the same month., (12)
p. 4

The American lst Army attacked on ite front
from the River Meuse to within the western
portion of the Argonne Forest. The 3d, 5th,
and 1et Corpes were in line from right to left,
Fach corpe had three divieions in line and one
in reserve, In additlon there were three
divielone in the Army Reserve, It wae the
purpose of the Army Qommander to make the
(13) Par:hingpfﬂ deepest penetration in the center, (13) The .

g attaock of the Americane wae not expected at

thie point by the Germans; the front lines

were thinly held, and great gaine were made

-4

et i~ W S THE S T e = A AL ST B iy B b oy g g1 | =, n [k

P i B A i
TR -



(14) Buchan
Vol, 1V
pe 265
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during the firet days of the operations,

The German High Command upon realiziﬁf thatl
the American offeneive was more than a holding
attack, knew full well the danger of any
considergble gene:ratiﬁn-at this front, and
rushed every avallable mﬁn to the sector, (14)
On September 28th, the German reeervee began
to appear in the 1ine;;nd the attack slowed
down, They developed a powerful machine gun
defense, esupported by heavy artillery fire,
and on Qeptember 29th made etrong counter-
attacke with fresh troopse, which in eeveral
casges were succepseful in driving the Americans
back from positione recently taken, By the
eyening of Beptember 20th, the situation on
the American front had changed greatly., The
Cerman main line of resistance had been

heiv
reached and &8s center of restetance had been

e T P e e A S P P TIOR8 5 | s e T B G DLy e
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(15) Pershin
5

Pe 46=-

(16) F.0. 44

18t Div.

1918

REC Vol,

those in the center had suffered very heavy
casualties, The right of the battle line had
been unable to advance that day; on the extreme
left, only a slight gain was made; and in the
center, the forward elemente of three divieione
had been driven back., The front line of the
American 1lat Army wae approximately, Bols de

la Qote Lemont-Nantillole-Apremont-southweet

across the Argonne, (15) (See Special Map
No. 1) On the night September 30-October 1,
the 1let Division relieved the right divieion
(the 35th) of the lst Corpe. (18)

-6~
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JERRALY PERTAINING TC 1ST DIVISICN

One of the deciding influencee in the
success of any military operation ies the
terraln., The country over which the lst
Divieion wae ordered to advance offered the
maximum difficulties. On the left of the
Divieion sector is the River Aire, a small
stream, with its valley from 100 to 300 yards

he

ct

in width and from which, rises abruptly,
wooded hills nf‘thffkrganne on the west, and

on the east the succession of ridges and hille

over which this divieion advanced.s The right

boundary croeeed an exceedingly broken terrain

with large wooded areas and high hille, all

of which, offered excellent poeitions for

flanking fire. The zone of advance consisted

of a succession of ridges and hills, at the

top of each nerre_:_g_giis? in Wm‘?i*ﬂgmy_ g o
artillery and ma&ﬁine gune were concealed,

The southern slopes of the majority of these
hille and ridgees were bare, thereby affording
ideal flelde of fire for the defenders, Of
these the first reached is the Montrebeau Woods,
whoee reverse slopee reach down to the Exermont
ravine, which extende acrose the catlize divi-
elon front, from east to west, This ravine

wae subjected to enfilade fire from the

Azgonne on the west and the high wooded hille
to the eapt., Juet north of the ravine is a
group of hills, some three miles in depth,

and three iilii_in width and which seemed to

L]
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(17) Personal

have been piled in there together so as to
make this place impassable 4o any assault,
Thie group of hills, the most formidable of
which ‘are the Montrefagne and -272, wae the

key position coumanding the whole front of

the American let Army. During the four days
immediately preceding the attack of the let
Divieion, the Germanse had greatly etrengthened
these posltions, which éecmed almost insur-

mountable, becauee of the terrain alone, (17)

Experience

Hartzell

ps 17-18; THE ENENY

Hist, L

p. 183-184

German morale was not ae high as it had
been a few monthe or even a few weeks previous,
The German armies however were fizhting with
the fury of despair to delay their retirement.
The German eocldier was not as sure of himeelf
nor of the success of hie cause as he had
T B U T R S s %, PRV S SR L W R R YR e YR w.;-a e} T Y

(18) Buchan
Vol, IV

(19) Personal
Experlence

been, but he never fought barder nor more
desperately, (18) Machine gunners remained
with their gune, firing into the assaulting
linees until killed or captured, The Germans .
expected to, break down the Amerilan offensive
by the most stubborn machine gun and artillery
defenee that had been known since the beginning
of the War, and they well knew, how to take -
full advantage of every favorable feature of
the terrain, (18) There were at thie time

no better German divieione than some of the
onee met by the let Division during thie attack,
The 52d German Diviuidn reinforced the front

near Exermont on September 28th and wae in line

b
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on QOctover 4th, It wae one of the best
(20) 251 Dive —@erman divieions, (20) The 5th Guard
Pe E@ELf/
Divieion waes a firet class division which
had held the left of the lat Division sector
gince September 27th. The troops of these two
divisions had delivered successful counter-
attacks on thie same ground againet an American
divieion on September 29th and had forced a
withdrawal from the Exermont ravine, Their
(21) Hist. _ morale was quite high, (21) The lst Guard
F» 182 -
appeared in the line on Cctoker 34 in support
of the 5th Guard and was withdrawn on October
8th after it had moet of its battuliuns{?educed

—_—

(22) 251 Div. /  to the strength of a company. (22) The 37th

Po 85 which was considered a firet claes shock divi-
eion moved to the vicinity of Exermont from
(23) Ibad /  the east on October S5th, (23) The 4let, a
S PPt s 1l 1 P STV oo e S
(24) Ivid near Sommerance on October 9th, (24) Elements
Ll of the 28th Reserve Division, one of the best
‘'of the German Divieions, of the 53d Reserve,
and of the 2d Landwehr Division, were also
identified on the front of the lst Divieion -
(25) Ibid during the attack., (25)
Rha 550

IHE MACHINE GUN COMPANY 16TH INFANTRY

During 1918 the American Army organization
provided for one animal drawn machine gun
company for each Infantry regiment, an animal
drawn machine gun battalion of four companiee
for each Infantry brigade, and a motorized

¥ machine gun plitnlion of tWo companies for
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each division, 1In the 1lst Division three
machine gun companies had been organized
within each Infantry regiment during the sum-
mer of 1917. (Previnua to that time each In-
fantry regiment had had one machine gun platoon
only). The Machine Gun Company l€th Infantry
wae organi-ed from Company M of its regiment
and for several monthe in 1317 was designated
Compsny M. Tor a few weeks during December it
was named the 3d Machine Gun Company 1Eth
Infantry and upon the organization of the
brigade machine gun battalions about Decemher
29, 1917 and the Regliments loss of ite other
two machine gun companies, the company of

thie etudy became the Kachine Gun Company 16th

(28) Personal Infantry, (2€)
Experience (-
Hiet, p. 36 During the entire period of thie

company's exietence it was treated as a step-

i i B o e I o B e S BB et e NP - e g, vrrn
FoLH # ——— i W s Co
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whose command it happened to be, The Commanding
Officer 16th Infantry was reeponeible for
administration and eupply -- gulte often
varioue Regimental Bupply Officers forgot to
include ite etrength on ration and forage
returne, On one occaelon (April-May 19218) it
had remained in the front line of an extremely
active sector for 21 d.é.ys during which time
other units of the Brigade were in the front
line 7 days, in support poeition 7 days and

in reserve poeition 7 daye -- this because it
had not been thought of when ordere for the
relief of Infantry battalions had been issued.

-'9 -
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Sometimes When out o tHe TIRG, THE UOHHAWATHE - -
Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion (the Battalion

of the 1st Infantry Brigade) was made responsible

for 1te training, but more often the Company

Commander alone preescribed and supervised

training, At nc time was the Commanding Officer

of any battalion to which the Qompany wase

attached during combat cognizant of nor respon=-
gible for the training of this company for

combat,.

The company was organized into a head-
guarters group (forward and rear echelone),
the company train and three platoons, Each
platoon had a headguarters group and two
gections -- each section was commanded by a
sergeant and wae comprieed of two squade., Each
squad consisted of twelve men, two of whom
were %Efihnrge of the two mulee and carte of

the squad and operated during combat with the

e

(27) Personal
Experience

A it )

ey

the French Hotchkiss machine gun one to eac£
squad and each man had an automatic pistol
for individual protection. (27)

The ccmpany, a8 well as the other units,
of the 1st Division had received ite early
training in the Gondrecourt area, It had
gone into the Bommerviller Sector for tem
daye in November 1917, and there had seen
for the first time a close up view of trench
warfare. For the next six weeks 1t underwent
an intensive period of training, and on January

18, 1918 took over the machine gun positione in

=]l0=




(28) Pereonal
Experience;
Hiset, Ps 62

(22) Personal
Experience

(30) Personal
Experlence;
Hist, p. 145
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a portion of the Ansauville Sector at the

base of Mont 8ec, and remained in either

front line or support positions in this

sector untll March 13th when it was relieved
and returned to the Gondrecourt area for rest
and more training, (28) Early in April, it
moved with the Divieion to Picardy and went
into its firet extremely active sector =-- the
tip of the salient just south of Montidier,

It took part in the capture and defense

of Qantignys It was with the aessault battalion
of the 16th Infantry near Solssone and during
the period July 18-33 lost 75% of the officezs
and 60% of the enlisted men of the forward
echelon. (29) It then moved to the Saizerais
Sector northwest of Toul and during Auguet
alternated between the front line and the

support area of a quiet sector, Here re=

AE IR T T L e B
e

time both in and out of the front line was

7 devoted to training. (30) This pericd of

(training should have been especially valuable
Jtn the commanders of battalions and higher
unite in applying the experience gained at
Soissone in the employment of machine gunse.

Ordere issued by the Division and Erigade

1 Headquarters indicated that the higher com-
\ manders had profited to some extent by the

mistakes of earlier daye, but there were very
few signs that Infantry battalion commanders
had learned a great deal concerning the handling
of the machine gun company that would be a
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part of thelr ovattalion in combat. Upon the
relief from the Saizerais sector the Division
moved to the area of Vaucouleurs and the
company wae attached to the 24 Machine Gun
Battelion for ten days, during which time, it
received "coordinated special instruction®.
During thie ten daye valuable instruction wae
received by membere of the company, btut no
effort was made to train Infantry battalicn
commandera in the employment of the company,.
(31) ° The company wae attached to the let
Battalion 1&th Infantry during the 8t, Mihiel
offeneive, received but few casualties and
gained much valuable experience, When the let
Division had accomplished ite mission on
September 1l4th and had become a part of the
Corpes reserve, the company went into bivouac
for training of individuale and squade, The
movement towards the Argonne had already

begun; and on the nights of September 18th

and 30th, the Company moved with ite regiment

to a woods near Soullly, Here it was learned
that the 18t Division would be a part of the
Army reserve for the offensive that would
begin within a few days.

One of the officers and a number of the
men who had been wounded in July had rejoined
the company, The 95 recruite that had been
received in August had been fairly well
trained ag individuale and had bectme valuable
parte of their squade, The Oompany Commander

-12-
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(32) Pereonal
Experience
and
Opinion of
the Author
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had been & student for the ministry; another

had stolen cattle in Mexico and driven {them
across the Rio Grande (both were good soldiers),
The slums of cities, the mountains and plains
of our weat, small towns and farms were
represented, The group was cosmopolitan --

and typically American., They loved their
country, but did not fight for love of country,
nor for honor, nor for glory, nor for pay.

They fought because they had been trained to
fights The company was full strength, wae
well trained, had ripe expeirience and was

on September 25, 1918 at the hs}ght of human
efficlency as a unit of a firéi‘clana fighting

machine, (32
11, IHE BATTLE

It is deemed appropriate in this study

.-....1..-....{.(.
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the Company from ite receipt of ordere %o move
forward on September 29th until ite relief on
Cctobver 12th, For convenience, I shall in
thie monograph deal with the Battle as: lst,
the approach march and preparation (September
29-October 3); 2d, the firet part (October 4th
to 7th); and 3d, the second part (Qctober 8th
to 13th), '

1, THE APPROACH MARCH AND PREPARATION,.~ The

ﬂamplnr had on- the night ‘0f September 27th-28th
ltrnhnd tith tha let Bnttalion lsth Infantry to
which it wae attnnhua for the next operaticn to

i,

ey
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and one platoon leader had jolned the

company before the 8t, Mihiel offeneive,

had received thelir training under fire, and
had become acguainted with and had gained the
reepect of their men, The Second-in-Command,
vho, alec commanded the Third Platoon, had
received two menthes training at a British
Machine Gun school in the fall of 1917 and had
led his platcon during its training and through
all ite actione, He had been wounded during
July and had rejoined in the Salzrais Sector.
The leader of the Second Platcon had been with
the Company eince January, 1918, and was the
only officer of the Qompany who did not become
a casualty at Soiessons, The majority cf the
noncommissioned officers were soldiere cf the
regular army who had had instilled in them the
traﬁitinna of the 16th Infantry; heach n"them _______
R TEE RS RTE M ties MMTT Vhely TITE HG e s -
wae a real leader of men, GSome had been

wounded on other battlefields and were more

valuable because of tﬁat experience, All

members of the company had become phyeically

hardened, had been thoroughly disciplined, and

had learned to accept the dangere and hardshipe

of campaign as a matter of course. They came

from every race and creed; thelr educatlonal
qualifications varied from the highest to the

lowest; some had been(drafted, some had enlisted

(either previcus to or after the declaration

of war), and some were National Guardemen, One



(23) Personal

Experience

(34) Pereonal

Experience;
FO 201st
Army, 29
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(35) Personal
Experience
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the vicinity of Nixeville, and had gone
into bivouac in a wood that was =ix inches

s &
LILE

deep in mud and muck, (23) It was to
muddy wood, on the afternoon of September 29th,
a cold rainy, dreary day, information came

that orders had been issued assigning the lst
Division to the let Army Corps and ordering it
to move that night to the wvicinity of Neuvilly.
(Z4) About 3300 PM the General commanding the
let Infantry Brigade went to the C. P. let
Battalion 1éth Infantry and after a short
consultation with the Battalion Qommander had
the officere of that Battalion and of the
Machine Gun Company léth Infantry assembled.

He told them that the I5th Divieion had

failed and wae then falling baok: that the

let Divieion would be rushsd towarde the 3Sth

Division sector in trucks that night as far as

by marching the following day, and relieve the
35th Divieion and that our division would con-
tinue the attack., He then made a short talk,
outlining in a general way the task ahead of
the Division and expressing his desiree as to
the conduct of hie Brigade. All of hie remarks
were made in such a manner that the confidence
and determination of his hearers were increased.
The Battalion Qommander then announced
diepoeitions within the Battalion and lssued
ordere a®# to entrucking and the movement of

the traine. (35)

-15-
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The Company had & hot meal and marched -
to the entrucking pointi some ¢ or 5 kilometers
from the bivouac area. The march began at
dark whick came early. The entrucking pecint
was reached on time but the company had to wait
on the slde of the road for five or egix hours
for the French truck train which was late
because of congeeted roads, @uns, tripods,
and 2500 rounde of ammunition per gun were

carried by the men, the animal transportation

(36) Pereonal moving by another route, (32€) The company

preriez:ce;'/

Table I rolling kitchen was carried on a truck of the
Annex to

FO 43, lst Divieion train and reached Neuvilly tefore the

Division

‘22 Sent. trucke carrying the company. The company
1918
REC reached the vicinity of Neuvilly by 9:20 AM

September 30th and detrucked south of Neuvilly
on the Neuvilly-Aubreville Road and marched
¢« to the woods east of Les Qotes De Forluont,

ueing the eastern road out of Neuvilly -- total

1 B N AR, I .+ MR B (. i B L S PSS A i oy R A e S

ﬂﬁ!

kitchen had already reached thie area and a
hot meal was ready upon the company's arrival,
While the Company wae eating thﬁ Qompany
Commander received verbally from the Battalion
Commander and paseed on to the Platoon Leaders
the fnlluw}ng information; that our Divieion
would relieve the 35th Division that night and
would attack at daybreak, October 1st; that
the 16th Infantry would be the left regiment
of the Division with its left resting on tihe
Fleville-Baulny Road; that the lst Battalion

Ll

=16=
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15th Infantry would be in Division H.Eﬁérve.
and would asseutle in the Very River ravine.
The Battalion Commander had urdere;}the
Conmpany Qounander -to follow the reﬁr rifle
company ae rapldly as poseible from that area
to the Very and had assisted him to plot the
route of march on a 1/80000 map, The route
wae along unimproved roade through the Foret
de Heese and Bois de Cheppy to Oheppy, thence
along the Buanthe River tc the valley of the
Very. (38) (See Special Map No. 2)

The march from the vicinity of Neuvilly
to the assigned area in the Very ravine (about
16 kilometers) was cne that will never be for-
gotten by the men who made it and survived the
events of the following dayes., It was & dark
afternoon with rain falling at intervals, The
Company moved out from Les Coates De Forimont

about 1:30 P in a column of twos with the
T RTINS e D TR 0 ¢ 3 o\ G\ B S
Company OQommander at the head of the column
and eaoh platoon leader in rear of his respective
platoon., Each man carried in addition to his
full pack, helmet, gas mask, pistol, belt and
pietol ammunition, a machine gun or tripod
or two boxee of machine gun ammunition each
containing 25C rounds ~- totel weight from
80 to lﬁﬂ pounde, It waes an unlmproved road,
muddy and filled with shell holes, up and down
elippery hille, across streams, whcee bridges
were gone, through tangled wire and old trench
systems, Often men would elip in the mud and

o, g
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fall -- platoon leaders and sergeants not
go hesvily loaded would help them up and
asgist them back to thelr place in the column
that waes ever moving forward, Some men were
not phyeically able to stand the strain --
platoon leaders and sergeanta carried a
portion of their loade for aﬂkime, thereby
resting them, A4 few men did not have the
moral courage necessary tc make the effort
required -- words of encouragement kept them
moving., One, a moral degenerate, who had
bought cognac from a French-Chinese truck
driver and had gotten drunk the night before,
refused to get up after the second halt, 7Two
black eyes and threats of more delivered by
his platoon sergeant got him forward, The
town of Cheppy was passed through by nightfall,
By 7:30 PU the valley of the Very wae reached
T RIS SO A Y e et T SRR AT PRI e A R S5 e S .5 o,
slope for protection against enemy artillery
(39) Personal which was active. (38) (See Special Map No. 2).
Experience
About 9:00 P, September 30th, the
Company Commander received a megeage from the
Commanding Officer, &d Machine Gun Battalion,
informing him that the Qompany would form a
part of the lst Erig&da reserve under orders
of the Gommanding Officer 2d Machine Gun Bat-
: talion, and ordering him to follow the machine
i gun company of the Brigade reserve battalion
: (the third line battalion of the 18th Infantry)
; which would form on the southern slope of Hill

~18=-
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218 at the beginning of she attack at day-

(40) Personal fohreak on October lst., (40)

Experience;

Field Meseages The map showed that the top of Hill 218
2d MG Bn,

REC wae about 1500 yards from the location of the
Vol. XV ‘

company (8ee Special Map Eu..g}. The area then
occupied by the.Brlgadﬁ reserve battalion was
unknown, The men of the company had gotiten

no 8leep the night befargﬁanﬁ were phyeically
exhausted from the efiorte of that daye. No
one knew the demands of the following day. In
order to assure his men oi as much rest as
poseible, the Company Commander decided to
allow them to sleep until a time after mid-
night to be determined later, and to take one
ef hies platoon leadere, reconnoiter a route

to Hill 218, calculate the time required to
march the company there, find out the time of
attack (which he did not know) sc as to cause

the company to be awakened as late as possible,

- mhmm;m“ : \
80 a8 t0 be in the position OTAGTE] WRET The " e . .
*he Covnhany Cevnander and Kdd‘-'ﬂ I"i‘-ﬁ&"“'wﬂ
attack began, While making thie reconnalseance
h-%hmrrhe*
tht=#nwp:n;=ﬂ:mm=n&:zihthe ﬂammandﬁ?g Dfficer

whoe
lst Battalion 16th Infantry ver—Fwt-and—he in-
formed the Machine GQun Qfflcere that the order

for attack on Qctober lst had been annulled,

(41) Personal (41)

Experience
The members of the Company slept and

rested in their fox holes until late afternoon
of QOctober let, Water was plentiful, but there
wags no food excepting reserve rations, Platoon

leadere were authorized to allow thelr men to

(42) Personal eat 3 of one day's ration each. (42)

T o i

Experience
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(43) Field

AV 2v30-PE Curtoter Imt, the Comuanding

‘0fficer 2d Machine Gun Battalion, sent from

the 0. P, 18t Brigade, 400 meters east of
Charpentry the following meseage to the Qompany
Commander Machlne Gun Co. l1Cth Infantry: "In
accordance with orders Brigade Commander your
company will operate ae a speclal Brigade
Reserve, You will report to'me by 6:00 PU

this date for instructions, Your company will
move to vicinity Brigade P, Q. thie evening.

RANSOM,." (43)

Messages

2d MG Bn The Qompany Commander started to the

ﬁgg. xv Brigade C. P, about 4:30 P and instructed the
Second-in-Commnand to move the company forward
by & path following the IightI::;: of the

' Euanthebhiver, getarting at dusk, Thie was
done and the Company Commander met his company
at the western entrance of the ravine running
from Charpentry to Epinonville, (See Special
T e v s i SR e or e PR b S et s e e e

ol 1y ir/

company upon arriving in the ravine began to
dig individual fox holes on the slope just
gouth of the Charpentry-Eclisfontaine Road
and about 300 meteres east of Charpentry. ToO
the west of and adjoining the area occupied
by the Qompany, wae a number of troops be-
longing to the rear echelon of one of the
regiments of the €0th Field Artillery Brigade
(35th Division). In the bottom of the valley,
unprotected from view, were two large circular
picket lines with some 50 or €0 horses tied

~on each line, and they bad been under enemy

g
o
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Personal
Experience
Gqu*G
let Divieion
1830

¢ R, o R =

aerial obeervation that afternoon, At abcut
7:30 P the enemy began to shell the western
portion of the ravine with high explosive,
shrapnel and gae shells of light caliber,
Reconnaisgeance wae hastily made t;:ggﬂt by the
Second-in-Command, and it wae found that with-
in 400 yarde the ravine veers abruptly to the
north., The elope there is much steeper, and

the enemy wae not eshelling that part of the

ravine, The Company wag moved to thies more

P
_}Eh&lt&f&d location, and the only casualties

i -,
e —n-ﬂn_l-‘l"ﬂ‘ G '-'-'-'-'r--wt-ﬂ--.
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suffered by it that night, were 3 or 4 men
elightly gaseed, The artillery troope made
no attempt to move nor to move the horsee
amongst which shells were falling, The enemy
secured & number of direct hite on the two

picket lines; one exploding shell set fire to

.the hay : 1n the center of one line, Duriqg the

[T S T

night, “the artillery unit, last/ one officer

‘ killed, thirty odd men killed and wounded,

I and eighty odd horses killed outright or

¢

wounded 80 severely that they had to be killed,
(Thereafter that ravine was known to the sol-
diers of the Machine Gun Company 16th Infantry
as, "Dead Horse Valley"). The Artillery left
a large quantity of canned food which was
enjoyed by the machine gunnere the following
day. . (44)

At daybreak on October 2d in compliance
with verbal orders from the Commanding
Officer 24 Machine Qun Battalion, the Company
Commander and’' the thres platoon leaders

o A
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reconnoitered the high ground north and south
of the Charpentry-Eclisefontaine Road and

selected battle implacemente to bLe occupled

(45) Personal in case of an enemy attack. (45) (See Overlay
Experience,
Field ¥o. 1, Special Map No, 3). Platoon sergeante
Meseages
2d MG Bn, and squad leadere were taken under cover to
REC .,
Vol., XV these positions and detalled verbal instructions

as to each man'e dutiee in case of an enemy
attack were issued by the platoon leaders,

The remainder of the day wae employed by the
men of the company in deepening and making
eafer the fox holee dug the night before and
in resting, ( Enemy artillery continued active,
but the portion of "Dead Forse Valley" occupied

by the Machine Gun Company, 16th Infantry,

(46) Personal wag protected by the steep slope, (46)
Experience ]
R s e B A BATOLE 0 2880 PADY. (0090800, onric

4TH T0 7TH).- THE DIVISION'S UISSION, ZONE

OF ACTICN, CBJECTIVE:- The let Army, during
the 1st Phase of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive,
had driven a salient into the enemy territory
between the Argonne Forest and the Meuse River,
However, the enemy still held the heights
within the Forest, and ae long as those heights
were in hie possession the salient was untenable,
If a deep wedge could be driven into the
enemy's territory along thé high ground east
of the Li:é River, the Germans would bte forced
to evacuate the Foreet and the whole line
could thus be carried forward, To drive thie

(47) Histe wedge wae the miseion of the 1et Divieion. (47)
Pa 184 g
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(48) F. 0. 47
1st Div. 1318
REC
Vol,

I I e L R

Its boundaries were: on the right (east) the
line Very (inclueive)--Eclisfontaine (exclueive)--
Sommerance (inclueive)--8t, Georges (inclusive);
on the left (west) Baulny [incluﬂiveluhﬁuulny-
Fleville Road. Boundary between brigades was
the line Very-Exermont-Hill 240 (2ll to 1lst
Brigade). The 1st Brigade was on the left and
had from right to left the 18th and 18th Infantry
Regimente, The Jumping Off Line wae the Road
L'Esperance-- point 185, thence northeast to
Tronsol Farm, The Qorpes and Divieion objective
wag the line, Flevilles-(exclusive)--Cote de
Maldah, (48) (8ee Overlay lic. 3, Special Map
No. 3).

MISSION OF MACHINE GUN OQMPANY 16TH
INFANTRY}~ The mission of the Machine Gun

ompany 1Sth Infantiv, fl. 8. ecial-Brigads. —we o = 2o

. T
mmmmmmmm v

i, WP U6 T 1 At e 2

e e e Be TV e, WAS t0 replace forward guns; to fill

(49) Fieldfues—_
sage from
0,20, 24
MG Bn to
Dive. N.G.
Qfficer
Qot. 2, 18
REC

VOL. XV

gape; to protect flanks and to organize the
ground for defense when forward movement is

etopped. (49)

SUPPORT BY FIARE AGAINST MONTREBEAU

Wo0D8:~ During the forenoon of Qctober 3d,

. the Qommanding Officer 24 Machine Gun Battalion

went to the C, P. Machine Qun CQompany 16th
Infantry and told the officers of that company
that the attack would probably begin the next
morning; that the 16th and 18th would meet
heavy reeistance from the Montrebeau woode)

and that he desired the Company to deliver

indirect overhead fire into the Montrebeau

from positions on the ridge, south of Chaudron

=33 il
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Farm, He ordered the Company Qommander tc
take the platoon leadere to the area south
of Qhaudron Farm, select and stake out gun
poeltiops, calculate indirect fire data, move
the company to the poseitione after dark and
transport 10,000 rounde of ammunition per gun
thereto before 2;00 AM October 4th. The
poslitions were selected and staked out and
(80) Perscnal data for indirect fire was computed. (50)
Experience
During the afterncon, the Qompany Comrander
was called tc the C, Po. let Brigade and was
told by the Ccmmanding Officer 2d Machine
Gun Battalion, that the Brigade Qommander
had disapproved his plans for indirect fire
euwpport, but ordered the company to support
the attack with directiaverhead fire on the

&

near edge of the Montrebeau from the gun

i s ety o aiecli s 908 B82S0 KE A LR B NONE WAL AR S e s
e vsmsmans et SUEE nuBKEA DY Our “CYUTPE: ~ The GOHPEAY COMTENUEE"
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wae cautioned not to open fire, unless the

(61) Statement vieibility wae good, (51)
G-U‘; HJGQGQ.
16th Inf, The Oompany moved to the selected position
to Author

Cet. 3,1918 immediately after dark, prepared the emplace-
ments, secured 120,000 rounds of ammunition
from a bturning and exploding dump in Charpentry,
and trancported it as far as poeeible by mule
carte, and the remaining distance to the gun
positions by hand. Several men, including the
Platoon Sergeant and a section sergeant frem of
the same
ewe platoon, were wounded by enemy artillery
rira_during the preparation of these emplacements.

=24
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(82) Personal (52) At 12330 AKX October 4th the Commanding

Experience
Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalicn sent the
following message to the Company Commander:
"H - 5:25, Open with the artillery, No
preparation fire. Execute direct overhead
fire on near edge of Woods untll fire ie
masked by our troops. Raise and search woods
for 5 min, Miseion of support then ceases.
(53) Field ' Acknowledge., RANSOM." (53) (See Overlay No.
Mepsages |
2d ¥G Bn, / 2, Special Map No. 3), All was ready at H
;ﬁg, XV Hour, The advancing troops could not be seen
} becauee of fog and smoke -- and the Company
! | could not fire. The fire power of 13 machine
(54) Peresonal | i gune was not used to support the attack, (54)
Experience
The attacking battalions of the lst Brigade
needed all the supporting fire poseible against
the Montrebeau that morning., Enemy machine
Tt ek b o=y ""““@E‘P‘-’fwm“ﬁ"‘J T Rl E'f*ﬂﬁﬂhzn.mq pidibi
the woode caused heavy casualties and elowed
(565) Hiafé?dfif down the advance of both regiments. (55)
Pe

The Oompany Commander kept to a minimum
the number of casualtieés in his company by
ordering the Becond-in-Command and all enlisted
men excepting 3 men per gun squad and one
noncommiesioned officer ner section to take
cover on the reverge slope just south of the
gun positione before the attack started.

The enemy'e barrage came ﬁowﬁ on our poeitions
ae soon as the attack began., Hie artillery

barrage was considerably thickened by machine

gun tiri. When he realized that he could not

e Pl B
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(£6) Pereonal
Experience

(57) Personal

support the advance of the Brigade, the
Company OCommander moved his men and gune to
the reverse slope and joined the remainder
of hies company. 8iXx men were wounded
imvediately after H hours These men were given
first aid and placed in a shel tered location,
A message was sent to the Commanding Cfficer
<d Machine Gun -Gempeny informing him of the
failure of the company to support the Brigade
and giving the location of the company, (58)
At about 10:00 AM, the Platoon Leader
2d Platoon, who had been serving as Liaison
Qfficer at Headquartere let Erigade brought
a verbal message from the Qommanding Officer
2d Machine Gun Battalion, ordering the company
to move forward to a position on the reverse
elope just north of Chaudron Farm and to re-
main there until further ordere., This move

was made promptly and without casualties, (57)

e ] mﬂixpnqx;kﬂgs B N ) .l-:-'l o — P ABAT SR . S '.-'_"".Hh -‘h:r ‘--*—-t.‘m‘:.

| P A o e d e

TR ST PEOR - SN~ APTRRIOCI UF 7 IRV IHY - T
The 16th Infantry had been able to reach the

Corps and Division objective by the afternoon

of October 4th. Advance elements dug in just

south of Fleville afterfhaving driven the

Germane out of that town, On the right the

18th Infantry was facing northeast and was in

contact with the 2d Brigade. The 28th Divieion

nn‘tha left of the lst Divieion had attacked

th&t day also, The right of ite line had been

' nnrriud forward by thp guogess of the 16th
: °
Infantry to the Flﬂﬂlnan.ulnr qoﬂ. where the

Ly
K
i
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fﬁl_‘f Rau de Exermont crosses, From thic point
their front extended almost due south to
Apremont., The heights weet of the Aire
(Gornay, Hille 180, 223 and 244) were still
occupled by the Germans, Heavy fire from
light artillery located on these heighte on
the left flank of the igth Infantry made the
position of the 1lst Brigade extremely pre-
(58) Persoral carious, (58) (S%ee Overlay No. 3, Special
Experience
Map No. 3).
At 4:45 PX Cctober 4th, the Qommanding
Officer 24 Machine Gun Battalion sent the
following message by runner; "To 0, Q. Y. G.
Oo. 18th Inf. Qounterattack expected from
direction of Fleville. Put company into
poeition covering wood, ridges and valley
of Aire. Am making reconnaissance for your

TN, L 3 e RIS 1% 4 97 5 g 7 el g

“leerages
2d MG BN To comply with this order the Company
REC

Vol, XV wae placed in position in three linee; one

*mm;:u“h-:ilw R R L 6 A
s

S e Wpveisess T 1 [ oL, "1 T SRS S

platoon north of the Grangee Farm-Exermont
Road, one north of the Qamp Drachen ravine,
and the third north of the L'Esperance-Chaudron
Farm Road, (See Overlay No. 3, Special Map
No. 3). All platoons had excellent fields of
fire and the Company would have been able to
aseist greatly in breaking up any counterattack
from direction of Fleville, Positione were
occupied before dark and emplacemente were

(60) Pereonal dug and camouflaged during the night, (&0)

Experience
The following extract from a letter
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(62) F, 0. 4
let Div
1818 -
REC
Vol,

e

written by the author.on Gctober 6th,

concerning the events of Qctober 4th is

guoteds "=- as scon ae darknese came,

each company ration cart with cooked food
in alr tight cane came forward, was met by
from

runners and gulded to its company. Mail

home had been recelved at Division Headgquarters

that day and with the food for the M. G. Q0.
12th Infantry came the mail also. The next
moraning a& scon as 1t waes light, the men in

their little muddy holes in the ground, were
reading letters from loved onee in the U. S. A.
while the German shells whistled and whined

prerhead."

OCTOBER 5TH -- 7TH3= The right

regiment of the let Brigade and both regiments

of the 2d Brigade again attacked at daybreak

on October 5th with the purpose of bringing

| n%gg?ggr“““aﬂmunmiﬂul
The léth Infantry waes ordered to hold its

poeition until the 18th Infentry had reached

(ez)

The positions occupied by the Machine Gun

the Corpe objective,

Company 18th Infantry on the afternoon and even=-
ing of October 4th were not entirely satisfactory
to the Qommanding Officer 2d Machine Gun
Battalion who, accompanied by the Company
Commander, made an inspection of the positions
early the following morning., 48 a result of
the ingpection all platoone were or&ered to
move to new poeitions; one weet of Grangee

Farm, one juit east of the Baulny-Fleville

-28-
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Road and atout ocne kilometer north of

Camp Dracken favine, and one just north of

the Qamp Dracken :avingf@nd about one kilo-

meter, east of the Baulny-Fleville Road.

Platoon leadere reconnoitered these new posi-

tione and caused their platoons to filter in,

one squad at a time with about 100 yards

intervals btetween men when coroseing open places,

The German artillery on the heights west of

the Alre was very actiive, had excellent ob=-

eervation, and would sometimes fire at one

man croseing the top of the ridgees east of the

Aire, All platoons were in their new positions

with approximately 2,000 rounds amnunition per

gun by 2:30 PM, Four or five men in the

company became casualtles during the move.

The Qomnany O, P, wae in Camp Drachen ravine,
(83) Personal (863) (See Overlay No. 4, Special Map No, 3).

Experience
The Company Qommander sent the following
Moo o T Bt mw,w‘}mi,ﬁuﬂﬂﬁa_@*m‘%};ﬂﬂgin f-.?ﬂ:}-asgfm T IR W g,

2d Machine Gun Battalion at 1:;25 PM Qctober G5th:

"Poeition reconnoitered and squads filtering

in slowly. Am told we are in view of Boche

from heighte at Chatel Ohehery. Machine Gun

fire and barrage to left rear., I connect up

(84) Field on left with 108th Regt. XX X x x BETTS." (64
desgages
ggbﬂﬂ BN. The runner who carried the above message
Vol., XV was wounded in the arm by artillery fire before

he had gone 500 yards from the Company C. P,

‘but continued to the Brigade 0., P. and deliveregd

(e5) Statement
of runner to hies message before going to the first-aid

author in
Jan, 1819 station. (85)

- 39—




During the night of Cctoter Sth-£th
emplacemente and fox holes were dug deeper,
more ammunition wae brought up by carts from
the rear, hot food wae gatt&n:TOTWard, and
the Qompany was in excellent positions, and its
members in the best condition poesible to carry

ol

(8€) Personal out ite mission. (6€)
Experience
The enemy artillery fire from across the
Alre increased in intenesity on QOctober G&th,
ehowing that the enemy wae bringing up freeh
batteries and was getting plenty of ammunition.
In addition to his "77ts", he also used many
Austrian "88'e", a gun with greater velocity
and lower trajectory, Quantities of gae were
fired into the ravines of the area also,
The Qompany remained in the same
poeitions during October Gth and daylight of
the 7th. 'There wae no movement near platoon
poeltions during the day. One man per gun
S e Wingmorp s s assepin GAMLOR Bl al L Simess | YO
other members of squads eslept and rested in
fox holes nearby, There was no systematic
shelling of the platoon positions during these
two daye, however the entire area was covered
(€7a) Personal by enemy artillery at frequent intervals. (67a)
Experience
Due to the succeses of the 1st Brigade
in pushing into the enemy'e lines east of
the Aire River the 82d Divieion was enabled
on the morning of Qctober 7th to asesault from
f the Baulny-Fleville Road due west acroes the

Alre and teke the heights which had been
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' ' q "endangering the left flank of the let
Division, By evening the attack of the B83d
Divieion was a succeses and the Machine Gun
Company 16th Infantry wae no longer needed
in the poelitione it had occupied since Qctober

(87c) Personal 5the (67b)

Experience
3., TIHE BATTLE -- SECCND PART - OCTOBER

8TH TC 12TH.- THE MACHINE GUN COMPANY 15TH
INFANTRY REJOINS ITS BATTALION: About 7:15
PM October 7th the Oompany Commander and the
Second-in-Command (who also commanded the
33 Platoon) were eitting in a fox hole (the
Company C. P.). A shelter half spread over
the top kept out some of the rain that was
falling and allowed them to emoke, The 82d
Divieion had driven the enemy artillery from
the hilles west of the Aire, making the vicinity
of Qamp Dracken a much safer place than it had
Y S AR 1 1o o R b i S REE VIS GO h“““.,&!!mp nmpa,n:.r = A
ration cart had come up with hot coffee, fcod
and cigarettes about 6:00 o'clock, In spite
of the mud in the bottom of the fox-hole, the
rain outeide, and the never ending sound of
German shells golng to the rear, the situation
seemed fairly comfortable to the two officers
who were discussing the probability of being
relieved soon -- and a trip to Parie. A4 voice
was heard asking the esentry where the Company
Qommander wae, It wae the Qommanding Officer
2d Machine Gun Battalion and he informed the
two junlor officers that their company would

e EEER i s | am e 4 .
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join as quickly ae poeeible the lst
Battalion 1&6th Infﬁntry which would attack
the next morning, Both company officers
were soon relieved, Within 48 hours, one was
in Heaven and the other was en route to southern
(68) Perscnal France, in an ambulance. (G8)

Experience

The Qommanding Officer, 2d llachine Gun
Battalion had sent the following message at
g:00 PY Qctober 7thy "To: C. Os 1lEth Inf,
¥. G. Co. Assemble your 0o, in vicinity of

your P, O, immediately in/preparation to join

your Bn, which will attack in the morning.

(e8) Field RANSOM," (£9) The runner who carried the
Messenge
EEGMG N meseage had gotten loet, and did not arrive
Tol. XV until after 8:00 PU,

The Company Qommander was directed to
send his Second-in-Command to meet the
Commanding Officer let Battalion 16th Infantry
at the 0, P, 18fth Infantry at Exermont ae

TR A A A W KT S, N U ey AT Ll vt Bl S
BOON ae pnsaiﬁn or the purpgae I:Jf Imm-mﬁmmm

orders; to withdraw his company from the
positione there occupied, and to move without
delay to Dxermont, where he would meet his
Second-in~-Command, who would by that time have
the orders for the company, The Second-in-

Command immediately took his blanket, and musette

f bag and started to Exermont accompanied by an

i
;
E
i
i

(70) Personal orderly. (70) The Company Gommander sent a
Ixperience
runner to each platoon 0., P. with verbal
inetructione to roll packe and assemble at the

Company €. P, with full packse, guns and ae much

T T 1T ey |
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(71) Statement
of C. Q.
Me Ga CoO,
6th Ini.
to guthor
Oct, 29,1918

amnunition as could be carrieds The Company
was assembled by 8:45 P, It was then raining
and the ground was very muddy. The route to
he followed wae only a trail, Thinking that
blankets, which were water ecaked and heavy
would nﬂt-agnin be needed until after the
attack, the Qompany Oommander ordered that all
blankets be left near Camp Dracken, and sent
instructione to the supply officer %o bring
up certe and take them to the rear echelon.
The Qompany marched across fielde, along the
northern edge of the Yontrebeau Woode and
joined the let Battalion 16th Inf 1n ry on the
unimproved road, Chaudron Farm-Exermont, (71)
The Second=-in-Qommand followed the
Baulny-Flevllle Road to crossroads east of
La Fﬂrgé, then La Fcrge-Exerﬁont Road to

Exermont. ( That twol kilometere of narrow read

J
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jammed with transportation,--Ford ambulancea.
rolling kitchens, ration wazons, water carts,
amminition carte and liberty trucks, all

without lights were attempting to go in both
directions. German artillefy,naa very active
from the direction of Bois De Moncy and

enfiladed thie r#ad over which two regiments

. were being supplied, A direct hit on a r0lling

kitchen wae witnessed a short distance from
I:trnoht. Pieces of men, mules, food and
kitchen were thrown in every direction and the
road was made impassable, Hot coffee was thrown

-33~- !



over one man who was wounded otherwlise and
hie puffering was intense. A Ford ambulance
wae driven eround the road jam and teok the
wounded to a dressing station), Soon after
the Second-in-Command lMachine Gun Company
16th Infantry arrived at the’C, P, 18th In-
fantry the 0, 0, 18t Battalion 16th Infantry
arrived and reported to the Commanding Officer
8th Infantry. It vas learned that lst Bat-
talion léth Infantry had been releasged from
Division Reserve and had been turned over to
the Qommanding Officer 18th Infantry. It was
aleo learned that the attack weould not be
made on the following morning, The Battalion
with its attached Machine Gun Co, was ordered
to move through Exermont and go into bivouae
in the Baiﬁjde Boyon on the southwestern slope

of Montrefagne, After the receipt of these
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Battalion and the Second-in-Qommand rejoined

his Qompany in the ravine scuth of Exermont,

"ifter a halt of about an hour the Battalion

with its machine gun Qompany in reéear moved in
column of files through Exermont tc the Bois
de Boyon, where each wan dug individual fox
holes. 4 guide from Headquarters, 18iL
Infantry was furnished each company. The
guide furnished for the Mechine Gun Go. 16th
Infantry loet his direction before the company
wae out of Exermont and was uaalﬁea. Upon

lrr}val in The Bois de Boyon, the Battallon
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Commander notified Oompany Commandere (hat

i)

the front line was within a few hundred yarde;
that abeolute quiet must be maintained and no
lights would be permitted. The following day

wae cloudy and overcast untlil the afternoon

when observation became good for short periods.

(72) Personal (72) Enemy airplanes were active over the
Experience
Statemente front lire of the Division, during the after-
of Major C.W. et
Ryder and noon, (73) Artillexy fire wae intense at
Major L. Re
Boyd times against the creef of the Hill 240 and
(73) Message all along the line to right and left, but it

from Hq. lst
Div, to 5th ie remarkable that very few shells fell in

AC 5:70 FU
10/8/18 that part of the woode occupied by the lst
HEC
Vol. XII1 Battaelion 18th Infantry., (74)
(74) Same as (72) SITUATION, KISSICN AND PLAN OF ACTION

o g 1 e

ON OCTOBER 8TH:- The B23d Division on the left
was slowly but Burelf driving the enemy from
the eastern edge of the Argonne, but the

Bituatiaﬂ with the divisicn on_ the riﬁht af
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5 tactical reascrne Gcrps ooquaries had been
Ghﬂﬂgld on Ontobar ?th and the cantxul-cf the
let Diviamn- Had’ passect to the- Fifth Grrpa.

. W
althuugh tired ang;reduaaﬂ in strength o3/
recent fighting, was attached tﬁ tha lst

" '*Div;aian, and the zone of aﬂt‘en of the Divi-,

’ sion wag extended on tHe Tight to the.line
" \,, Bill 269 - Tuilleri ; on the left it was '

| ‘bounded by the linn-lll?illi—sammagnﬁcu.”"!huL
', | mission of the Division at thie time wad %o
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(78) Fo O, N0.49

let Div,
1918

mum
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assiet the J2d Divisicn oy clearing out

Le Petit Bois, Hill 283 and the Bole de
Romagne in ite zone of action, (75) Within
the Divielon: the right boundary of the let
Brigade (lesa the 18% Battalicn 1&th In fantry)
pasged to the westl of Hill 273; the left
voundary of the 2d Brigade ran along the
eaptern end of Hill 272: the zone of action

of the lst Battalion 16th Infantry (under
orders of the Qommanding Officer 18th Infantry)
included Hill 272, The first objective of

the battalion was a line pageing north of

Hill 272, the second, Wwas a line passing north
of the Qote de yaldah. (See Qverlay No. 5,
Special Map Hu. z), "E" hour was set at 8:30
AM October 9th, (76) The Divieional Commander

_had decided to expend hie last reserves,

TERRAIN AND ENEMY CONCENTRATION IN FRONT:OF
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hog back affair running eaet and west 1lay
squarely acrose the sector of Eh Battalion.4
1te orest fises over 300 feet abpva’tha broad
nlains to the gouth and nast, giving ;nq?scured
observation and field pf*firs to" the Euuih.
southeast and ncuthweat. Le retife Baia
covered the eastern alupas of the h111, the
gouthern and sauthwestarn alcpEE‘WLre?barran:-'
emall irregular patches of woods and brueh '

' ; L
vere scattered over tb raﬁhining portionse.
W

The raise wae gentle to the base of the hill if -

L
&

where the slope became steep and difficult,
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(77) Personal
Experience
Statement
¥ajors Boyd
and Rider

(78) Statement
of Majors
Ryder and
Boyd

(79) Btory
18th Inf.
in France

(20) Pereonal
Statements

Majors Boyd
and Ryder

(81) Statemenit

Major Ryder
(82) Ibid
f&z) Hist. /
p. 200
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The Cote de Maldah is apout 1250 yardse
to the north of Hill 3723; ite crest is also
covered With small irregular patches of trees
and althcugh not so high as the crest of Hill
272 1t completely dominated the northern slope
of 272 and the wooded ravine lying between. (78)

Hill 272 completely dominated the eastern
portion of the Division zone of action and
that of the divigion on the right ae well,
Ite flanke slopee and crest had been fortified
with.machine gune and direct fire 77 mm. guns
bty the Qermans, who well knew that it was a
moet important key position. The personnel
for 1te defense were protected by elaborate
dugoute and trenches. (7S8) Small thickets
near the baee of the hill held machine guns
and small caliber minenwerfere, which had
been so sited as to cover all routes of

approach, (80) A strong enemy mackine gun

RN SApt I BRI B £ T A I S T e e LR N T L T R T R ML SIS

neat known to be in the woode at 176 (in
front of the 18th Infantry) was extremely
dangerous to the left flank of the battalion.,
(81) geveral officere, who studied the
defeneces of thie poeition, within a few daye
after the attack, estimated that the Germans
had used not less than 50 machine gune in
defense of Hill 372, (8&2)

On October 5th the 28th Infan try after
taking Arietal Farm,. suffered heavy loeses
and was stopped by fire from Hill 272, (83)
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(84) Hiet, e

pPs 201

(85) Hiet,

(88) Hist. V/f

pe. 204

(87) Statement of
G-Q- H-ﬂt UOl
16th Inf, to
author on
OIﬂta a’ 191&
Statement
of Majore
Ryder and
Boyd

On the same day the 28th Infantry had
been unavle to advance further because of
artillery, machine gun, and rifle fire from
Hill 272, (84) Three attempts were made on
October 7th and 8th by elements of- the =d
Brigade to aseault this poeition but all had
failed. (B5) The History of the 1st Division
states: "Hill 272 which had defied all
efforte to advance was by far the moet dan-
gerous of the enemy'’s positione", (&%

THE OFERATIONS:- About noon October 3th
the Battalion Qommander assembled hie company
commanders} gave them all the information he
had and issued verbal ordere ae to disposeitions,
The Battalion would assault within ite zone
of aption from the front line then held by
the 28th Infantry; with QGompany B on the right

and Qompany 0 on the left in assault. Companlies

S f t lef 8 « Th
'“‘“1?2“*“?“H?Tﬂﬁﬂémﬁggﬁa““ﬁaﬂuaagﬂthﬁ;ﬂﬁnﬁ#ﬁ&vﬁﬂﬁﬂ&iﬁwﬁnznirmrwlﬁ*“"““’

Machine Gun Qompany léth Infantry would follow
the support wave by bounde at from 300 to 400 '
yarde distance, Heavy artillery cdoncentratione
had been promised in front of the Battalion,
The Battalion Qommander, then took his
company commanders to the top of Hill 240
to reconnoiter routes of approach for the
attack. Thie reconnaissance was short; the
party was obae;rad by the enemy on Hill 372
and he quickly scattered them., Very little
of 1mporttn6a was seen, (87)

Early on the morning ofﬁﬂctober dth the

L]
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(88) Statement of
CeQs MG Co.
1éth Inf. to
author on
Oct, E,1818.
Field lMesrage
from C.C, 24
MG Bn, B8:30 AM
8 Cect, to
S- C- lﬁth
Inf, KG CO,
and from
Lieut,
Wheelin
11 AK 8 Qct.
to 0.0. 2d
MG Bn, Vol,
XV REC

(82) Personal
Experience

(80) Personal
Experience;
Field lesesages
2d ¥G Bn,

REC wvol XV
lst Div.:
Operation
Inetruction
Nce ?EIHq-
1st Inf;
Brig., Oct. &,

(91) Personal
Experience

Company Commander had gone to Exsrmont and

had telephonal to the C. Ps let Brigade-and
asked the C. Gﬂ;Si Machine Gun Battaliom to
get a meeesage to the Qompany'e rear echelon,
giving the Company's new position and instruct-
ing the Supply Officer to get hot food up as
goon as darkness cawe that evening. (83) .
During the afterncon the Supply Officer came

to the position of the Company in order to

find ite locaticn, and Iearnfbest route in, (89)

Just vefore dark the afternoon of Qctober gth
an officer brought the following mescage from
the Commanding Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion
to the Qommanding Officer Yachine Qun Qompany
16th Infantry dated 4:15 PK Cctobter 8th: "You
will make disposition for the defense of
Montrefague, Men from the Headquarters Qos.

16th and 18th Infantry will report to these

the position muet be held at all costs. Your
other 8 gune will take part in to-morrow'e
operation, @et in touch with Hats. 18th Inf,
and insure that Inf. support joins your 4 gune,
RANSOM." (80) v

In compliance with the above order the
let Platoon was assambled, 1ts leader was
given his instructions and the platoon con-
sisting of one officer and about 35 (enlisted)
men started to the top of Hill 340, (81) The
platoon arrived at the crest of the hill
after dnri; ite leader selected as goed

i g | :
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(92) statement
of survivcrs
to the author t dark on Qctober Sth the battalion moved
in Jan. 1219

poeitione ag possible in the darkness, and
started the men digging eumplacements for the
gune and fox holee for themeelves, The ground
wae rocky and made difficult work preparing
emplacements, Enemy shelle fell upﬂqﬁﬁhe
creet of the hill all night and caused several
casualties, lNo counterattack developed; the
darkness of the night and fog the next morning
made obeservation impossible and the gune of
that platoon did not fire, When attack
commenced the next morning the enemy artillery
fire against the crest of Hill 240 was terrible.
Within an hour, 3 gune had been blown to
piecee, the platoon leader had been killed

and all but 5 or 6 of the-men of the platoon
had been killed or wounded, | The 18th Infantry
had moved forward about &:;20 AM. About 5:30

AM October Sth a noncommiesioned officer of

the platoon aseembled the remaining 5 or 6

-~

men of the platoon, took the one gun and as
much ammunition as they could carry and moved

to the right in search of his company, (92)

through the Bois de Bayon to a clearing about
cne-half mile northwest of ILxermont, Here
the ration and water carts for the rifle
companies were met; but in spite of all the
precautions that ite company commander bed
taken, there were no ratione for the Machine
Gun 00, 16th Infantzy.

The Onmpuny,5u§p1y Cfficer had failed to

B
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arrive, When the situatlon was made known
to the commandere of the rifle companies,
plenty of food and hot coffae was provided
for all, This incident affected the morale of
the men considerably, They felt if the ration
carte of the rifle companies could get through
(22) Pereonal theire could have arrived aleo. (83) It wasg
Experience .
learned later that ratione for the Machine
Gun Company had passed thmugh Exermont in
plenty of time tut the Supply Officer had
gotten loet nozrth éf Exermont and could not
(24) Statement of find the company. (294)
Mese Sergeant \
to author After all had been fed the company, (lese [
Jan., 1218 .
lst Platoon) moved out in single file in rear
of the Battalion to the ﬁcuthern end of
Le Petite Bole arriving there about 11:00 PK,
Each man dug an individual fox hole and.tried. ..
to/rest and sleep, German artillery concen-
AL Lt 2 -m:rhmmmwﬁ: BT ey PO o iy S (1500 {1 o v o, e
Hill 240, only a few hundred yarde away, but
very few shelle fell on the southern end of
Le Petite Bole, and there were no casualties
in the Oompany (lese the lst Platoon), Rain
fell a® usual; the night wae cold and dis-
agreeable, blankets had been left at Camp
Drﬁnken; there were no overcoate -- the men
had been moving forward from one poeition to
another, living in mud and wet clothes, dodging
shelle themeelves and listening to the agonizing
groane of thelir more unfortunate companions

for nine days. The strain physically and

it1s
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(95) Pereonal
Experience

(28) Perscnal
Experience
Statemente of
Majore Boyd
and Ryder
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entally had been great. They were tired.

All knew that a hard job had to be done next

day and were anxious for "H" hour to come and
get it over with, The two platoon leadere of
the company lay in the same fox hole awaiting
day. The leader of the 24 Platoon said, "This
is the last night I*1l be in thie hellish mud.
I'11 get mine to-morrow", He was right. (85)

The attack of the let Battalion 1£th
Infantry wae set for 8:30 AM October 9th.
There wae anexceedingly heavy fog that morn-
1hg. One could not see more than 25 yards in
any direction when the attack began, (38)

The Oompany Qommander had instructed
each platoon leader to follow the support
companlies at about 350 yards, the Second
Platoon e to move along the left of the
Battalion sector and the Third Platoon to

advance in the right of Battallon zone of

compaes bearing. Each officer had a fairly
good compaes and a 1/80000 map that had been
wet for nine daye and couldn't have been of
much agsietance in broed daylight. The
Company Commander decided to accompany the
Second Platoon,

The 1line of fox holes occcupied by the 2d
and  3d Platoons for éhe few hours preceding

| the attack wae at an angle of 90 degrees to

the line of departure, In order to reach ite
position for the jump off the 3d Platoon had

-42-




| to follow in single file a little ravine
| for about 150 yards, then change direetioq
tc the right and go up a very steep slope,
_' along a narrow path, through a sirip of
exceedingly thick wood for 300 yards and re-
form in a emall open space, Two rifle com-
panies had preceded thies platoon along the
same route. Cur barrage and the enemyls
artillery and machine gun fire had come down
before the last elemente of the rifle companies
had etarted up the path, At the designated
time the platoon commander, 34 Platoon, moved
.' | out at the head of his platoon, which was in
column of filee with about.five pacee between
men, The fog was 80 heavy that he could not
see bayanﬁ.the]fourth man in column, When
the open place in which the platoon was to
reform waes reached it wae found that he had
#wwmmwcmwmm PBG—— —
instructed to remain there while the platoon

leader went back and found the remainder of

e b R B

his men, Upon reaching the ravine, he dis-
abverad that the fifth and eixth men in the
#nlumn had been killed and the seventh man

TN P

yld Iult hie nerve and ducked in a shell
hpln. ‘The men following thinking the platoon
r 'gﬁ&?&d ;o_t;ti cover, had done B8O,
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vas re-formed and moved forward without
further trouble, but 20 minutee of precious
time had been lost, However, by pushing ahead
ae rapidly as the endurance of the men carry-
ing guns, tripods and ammunition would permit
the dietance lost wae gained bvefore the platoon
wae needed.
The platoon leader used his compess fre=-

quently, Features of the terraiﬁ upon which
‘ to mmrch could not be seen. Artillery fire,
‘ machine gun bullete and minenﬁerfer shells
| seemed to be coming from all directione,
i Every few minutes a man would be hit) if he
i had enough strength, he would cra¥l into a

f ehell hole, of which there was an abundance,
. and administer first aid, otherwise he was
/ left where he fell. Frequent halts had to

be made to keep squades from being loet in the

e i e pyey i, ) S )

encountered belonged to Company D, the left
support company, The Platoon closed upon
Company D at the foot of the steep paét of
4 Hill 272 and well to the left of the :’ '
Ra) . Battalion's zone of action, The Platdon
+ Leader caused his men to take cover in shell
; };u:'ipa and accompanied by his runner moved
R o) datpglon
e ﬂ!ﬂ! - it




fog 1ifted temporarily about that time,

An enenmy machine gun neet in our left rear

was firing into Qompany D and causlng

casualties, One or more minenwerfers was being

fired from the etrong point also, The Company

Commander Company D ordered one of his platoon

leaders to take two squade of riflemen and to

work around a flank and clean out the enemy

strong point and ordered the Machine Gun

officer to aseist him, The fog was then in

patches; visibility was good up to 200 or

250 yards for a few minutee at a time -~ the

next few minutes one could not see farther

than 50 or €0 yards, The two platoon leaders

agreed to assemble their men and meet at a

big rock some 150 yards to the right rear,

Both went in search of their platoons, The

Kachine Gunner double timed to his platoon,

assembled one section (2 squads) and got them i
e 5 Phe pTearTanged meCing point as quickly '

ae poseible, Two men were killed or wounded

by machine gun bulletes en route., The Gnmﬁany

D officer had not arrived with his patrol.

A minenwerfer shell killed anothes man.}Th?

fog became heavier at that time and the !

Platoon Leader rushed hie men and their guﬁs

. |

about 125 yards to the reer to a position from' |
which they could fire into the chump of trees -  , -
without danger to friendly troops, and ordered 3.y

the guns mounted in shell holess While the gl
gune were being mounted viniﬁility aghin
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(98)

Personal
Experience:
Statement of
Major Boyd;,

I, LY ATy T

(92)

Statement
of Burvivore
to author

in Jan.1919
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became fET?fﬁ“gdwﬁ;ﬁéihtma_&nemr machine

gune, at least one minenwerfer and S or 6
Germane could be seen in emplacemente about
260 or 300 yarde away. They were firing
hurriedly, The Platoon Leadsr wae hit by a
machine gun tullet before his gune got into
action but he was able to direct the fire of
hie gune into the enemy position until it was
silenced. Soon 5 or € riflemen, evidently
members of the Qompany D patrol were seen to
the left. They were firing into the clump of
trees also, The 16th Infantry machine gunners
and riflemen were evidently obeerved by the
enemy on the upper slopese of Hill 272, A
deluge of machine gun bullets and minenwerfer
ghells (it must have been aimed short range
fire) fell on the area and all but 2 or 3 of
the machine gunners were hit., (98) The other

section of the 3d Platoon suffered as heavily

10:30 AM the Platoon had become a equad. (99)

The 2d Platoon accompanied by the Qompany
Headquarters grcup had advanced about one
kilometer when it closed up on the support
wave, The rear elemente of the rifle company
were entering a little wood., The machine gun
platoon went to the left, ekirted the end of
the woods and turned to the right again, When
the northern edge of the woods had been

/ranohud. two enemy machine guns in fox holee

on the left flank and only 50 or 75 yarde away
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but i*visihle in *?f fog, opened up, Thk2

fire wae low, the bullets striking the men

in the anklee first, When a wounded man fell

his body was eoon riddled with bullets, The

Company Commander and the Platoon Leader were

among the firet to fall and both were killed

almost instantly., There wasn't time to set

up the guns of the platcon -~ the Platoon

Sergeant pulled his automatic pistol and began

firing in the direction of the German machine

guns, Other men of the Platoon did the same

without orders, The Germane were soon hit and

the action ceacseds The Platoon Sergeant tcok

stock and found that 2 officers had been

killed and &7 men had been killed or wounded

in that one spot within 3 or 4 minutes, He

reorganized his platcon into itwo squade, took

two of hie gune and as wuch ammunition as

could be carried, and continued up the slopes

of B E7z, . BelfanAnte  The  eurvivare ot Tl

the 3d Platoon with one gun within a short.

time and caused them to join hie platoon and

went to the top of the hill, When the top

of Hill 272 was reached he had 18 or 20 men,

3 gune and about 3500 rounde of ammunition.

He found the Battalion Qommander and informed

him of the situations The Batltalion Qomumander

ovdeved him Yo flace his auns v hesikions
A0n the forward slope of

Hill 372 and support the troope in the valley

ae much ae he could, (The rifle companiee had

by that time reached the ravine to the north \

and the assaulting elemente were moving up the

e s b il e el

.



(100)

(101)

-

o R 1T

(102)

statemeat
gergeant
gsedusky

gtatement
of gurvivors
to Authol
in Jan,.181%9

gtatement
of Cant.
Theeléen

T L P

e

g1opee of Cote je ual Dab)e. The Sergeants
theq'cammanding +he Machine Gun Company 16th
Infﬁntry, ﬂlaced Lie three guné on the noxrth-
eastern.alape of Hill 273 and wae ready 1o
carry out +the ordere of hise Battalicn gormrandel.
A1l three gune were in action that afternool
against groupse of the enemy that could be seen
some 1200--1500 netere to the northe (1C0)

The skeleton gguad from sne 1lst Platoon
found its way 10 #4111 372 late that afternood
and went into position on the north 8l0p€. (101)

puring the night of October gth-10th
an officer Wno nad commanded the company for
a few day® in July Wwase sent forward and took
comrande HE reported to the Battalion Commandcx

and wae ordered to xeep hie guns in position

- ﬂ“-mmu“”r;hh;‘;mmﬂggwﬁ}}l 272, These positions Were occupied
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of October 12¢n-13th, Durdng the period P it
Qctober 1gt-12%h, the Oompany 108t all of the
officers and 76% of the enlisted men of the

forward echelOil (102)

QRIT;UIEH

The Brigade gommander DY going %o his
pattalions and talking to hie of ficere pefore
the Divielons moved into the 1line, exhibited
qualities of jeaderehip to a V€IV nigh degree.
The mere fact that the Brigade gommandes hid-

aolf'hnd found time that day tc 8° through the
rain and mud and talk to his 1ieutenants and

captalngé, gncreased their moraleé. He talked

Y b
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only a few minutes and did not use a super-
fluous word., He imparted to hie junicr officers
eome ¢f the earnesfness and will power and
determination which he poscesesed., His selection
of a time for direct contact with his junior
officers wae most appropriate,

The approach march of the Machine Gun
Company 1&th Infantry on 8eptember 30th indi-
cated that the Company had bteen well trained
and disclplined,

By moving his company a few hundred
varde to a flank on the night of Qctober let,
the Company Commander no doubt prevented many
casualties, Again on the morning of Cctober
4th he applied the Principle of Econhomy of
Force by causing all members of his company,
excepting the minimum required to operate the
gune, to take cover in a sheltered location s
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the enemy protective barrage would come down,
In both of these instancee the OQompany
Oommander prevented needless loss of man power,
During the period Qctober 2d~Tth (both
dates inclusive) the primary miesion of the
Qompany was security -- before the attack
security of the Erigﬁde front and after the
attack security of a refused flank was obtained
by the use of this company. The Brigade Oom-.
mander handled the Qompany through a staff
officer (the Commanding Officer 3d Machine
Gun Battalion) who had made a thorough study
of the uee of Machine Gune and who wae familiar




with their capabtilities and thelr limitations.
With one exception (which I shall discuse in
the next paragraph) the missions assigned the
company during thie period and the manner of
the accomnlishmenpfaf those missione can not
be criticized advereely. The positions
eelected by platoon leaders on the afterncon
of Cctover 4th were not the best positions
that could be found. They were good positione,
however, and were selected and ococupied without
delay., Had a counterattack been delivered
from the direction of Fleville that evening

or the following morning as was expected, the
Company could have assisted greatly in pre-
venting the left flank from being driven back,
The counterattack was not made and with more
time for daylight reconnaiscsance better posi-

tione were found and occupied, A more striking
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example of the logical use 0f & WAGHINE GUR =~ ===
company in the security cf a refused flank
did not occur in the hietory of the lst
Division, (See Qverlays Nos. 3 and 4, Special
.Hap No. 3).
It ie believed that the disapproval of
the plane for indirect overhead fire support
of the let Brigade during the early stages of
|  the October 4th attack wae a mistake, It was
known beéyond any question of a doubt that the
Montrebeau woods was sirongly held and ite-
defenders would offer stubborn resistance, It
should have been learned from previous exper=

ience that had there been no fog, the smoke




0 -battle would-have prevented aimed Gverhead

fire during the attack, It is thought that

in refusing to allow indirect machine gun

fire support, the Brigade Qommander underesti-

mated the etrength of the position to his

front, or overestimated the effect of the

friendly artillery barrage, or had no confi-

dence in the ability of hie wmachine gun

company to deliver indirect fire, In any

event, it ie my opinion that in thie case he

viclated the Principle of Mase,

. The rear echelon cf the Qompany functioned

well throughout the operation., From the

arrival of the Company train in the Brigade

Area (QOctover 3d) the Supply Officer exhibited

resourcefulnese, energy, courage, and determi-

nation.

With the exception of the'night of

October 8th, hot food arrived at the position

of the Company alwaye sgon ALIa 4o heealfwm: -
o G A 4 U . R

g e P e

A e TR I ST L L A ;
that night the Supply Cfficer became lost for

an hour or more and falled to reach the Qompany

beicre it moved.

That situation is apt to

arise often during combat and is most unfor-

tunate because the lack of hot fcod daily

decreases the morale of troops to a great

extent,

The let Battalion 16th Infantry and

the Machine Gun Qo. 16th Infantry attached

(approximately 1,000 men) wae placed in bivouac

in the Bolie de Boyon during the night of
October 7th-6th and the daylight of October

gth.

Thie force wae within a few hundred yarde

~51~-

B, = Yy



of the German Ifront lin¢ and could have been
practically annihilated by enewy artillery
had it teen discovered., German airplanes
were active over the fromt¢ lines during the
afterncon, The fact that the bivouac wae not
discovered indicates good diecipline and
training, The fact that fewer shelle fell in
the occupled part of the woode during that
pericd trhan o1 previous daye appears ic be an
act of Providence., No tactical reason for the
concentration of these troopes in this esmall area
eo mear|\the front line is known, The Qommander
who sent them there accepted a tremendoue
responsibility and in my opinion made an
unscund decision,
The Company Commander Machine Gun Ccumpany
16th Infantry was killed by the same burst
of enemy fire that killed one of hie platoon
leaders., The Uompan? Gomﬁander's presence waga.
e et O Ty
Y. s AT ST i&{w “ﬁli"”f":ﬂ‘ﬂ?ﬁ one platnon at that time.
He ehould have been with the Battalion Q. F.

ey ..n-;-;l:*;a_ﬁ-_:'\-l o

The Platoon Leader, 3d Platoon, Machine
Gun Qompany léth Infantry allowed himeself to
become confused in the fog and led his
platoon too far to the left, It is likely
that the casualiies of the platoon were higher
because of thie fact., Because of his having
moved to the left, however, he wae in position
to aseist Qompany D by silencing an eneuwy
strong point.

The actions of the Plafoon Sergeant, 24

Platoon are .worthy of special commendation,

-52=



When his platoon and the Cowpany Headguarters.
Group came under fire of iwo enemy machine guns
50 or 76 yarde away, his Company Qocmmander,
Platoon Leader and the majority of his men

vere killed or wounded, he led his men in
knocking out the Gérana.n gunnere .'..';ith autcmatic
pistol fire, reorganized his remaining men into
two squads and moved on up the hill towards the
objective, He met a small group from another
platoon of the Company and made them into
another sguad, When he had arrived at the top
of Hill 272 he cunifﬁte Battalion Qormmander,
reported and received his orders, By his
initiative and leadership he precserved for the
use of the Battalion Ooumander the fire power
of three gune and organized a position on

Hill 272 which wculd have been of inestimable
value should the Battalion not have been
suocessful in its attack against the Qote de

Kaldah.
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the suoceee of the attack of the let Battalion
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l16th Infantry. It ie my oplnion and the
opinion of all officere who participated with
whom I have discuseed the attack that had
vielbility been goocd at H hour the Battalion
would not have been able toc advance 300 yards,
The German machine gun -- winenwerfer -- lighf
artillery defense system of this poeition and
all other key poesitions in thie sector was
highly efficient, They were h;?ksd down it

is true, but the cost was {remendous,
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Company by the Battalion Qommander, let
Battalion 18th Infantry on Qctober 3th must
be oriticized adversely., He did not need the
fire power of that company and c¢ould not use
it advantagecusly until he had taken the
crest of Hill 2372, When the Battalion made
its attack againet the 2d objective he did
need the fire support of machine guns and
there were ideal positions on the creest of
Hill 272 from which fire eould have been
delivered -- if he had had machine gunse
available, But the old system of caueing
the machine gun ﬂcmﬁanyftc follow the support
wave had again been used and had again proved
its worthlessness, There wae no machine gun
company when one was needed, The fire power
of the Oompany and its potential value had

been thrown away because of lack of knowledge.

LESSONS

Well trained and well disciplined troops
can undergo hardshipe and dangere for extended
periode and go long as phyelcal endurance
exists can alwufs make another esunreme effort,

By conserving the strength of troope and
providing for their rest whenever possible a
commander insuree a more efficlent response
to necesesary demands upon their endurance,

When tactical reguiremente do not prevent,

| ; troops should be moved out of areas heing shelled,

When machine gune are available and the

E HETEy R
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features of the terrain permit, attacking
troope should be supported by machine gun
fire againet poeltione that are known to be
T Tetrongly defended;— The-smoke -of tatile

(if artillery concentrationes are being used)
vill make direct overhead fire support
impoeszible.

Machine Gune are extremely valuable
to fill in gape and to protect expoesed flanks,

Machine Gun unite should not be reguired
to follow closely attacking units, They
ghould te held under cover until the cbjective
is reached and should then be rushed forward
to aseist in the organization of the ground
for defense or to support the movement to
the next objective by fire.

The effect of hot food. upon troops!
morale is very great and playe a very iam-

portant part in the succese of an operation.

507 T ik, i S I e M Y e AR | UL G B i e A ) <58 e DT, O L e 1,

of unite; causes unite to close up; but
reduces casualties by preventing the de-
fending force from using aimed fire. When
the fog 1ifts suddenly, however, casualties
wlll be very high due to uniﬁﬂ being closed
up.

A Qommander who lg also a leader of men
can greatly increase the efficiency of hise
command by talking to junior officers at

appropriate times,

e
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The operatione of the Machine Gun
Company 18th Infantry wae a success, Mistakes
were made it ie true and many of the mistakes
made increased the casuplties of the Qompany,
In every instance those mistakes were the
result of lack of knowledge that comes with
training, If the lessone taught by our mis-
takee will be learned by the platoon leaders
and company comnanders of the next generation,

the excess suffering caused by ocur errors will

not have been in vain,.
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QUESTIONS ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE MACHINE GUN
CCMPANY 16THE INFANTRY IN THE SECOND PHASE

MEUSE ARGOUNE CFFENSIVE

1, The Second Phase of the Meuse Argonne
Cffensive bezan

(1) September 28th

(2) QOctober 4th :

(2) November let Anewer 23
2e The 18t Divielon was at the beginning

of the Second Phase kKeuse Argonne

Offeneive

(1) In the front line

(2) In reserve Answer 1
Ze The left Brigade of the 1lst Divieion

during the Becond Phase lMeuse

Argonne Offensive was the

(1) 24 Brigade

(2) 1et Brigade

(3) 1034 Brigade Angwer _3

TR VTR e e S ey S e 3 S B IR A o v L i e e

Offeneive the lgt Divieion was
commanded by:

(1) Fieke

(2) MoArthur

(3) Parker

(4) Hines

(5) Summerall : Anewer 5

5« The succese of the let Divieion in
the Second Phase Meuse Argonne

enabled

(1) The 28th Diviaion to capture
Grand Pre

(2) The 28th Division to capture
Sedan

(3) The 82d Divieion to attack
due west across the Aire River Answer _3
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€. Is the following statement.correct or
incorrect?

lachine gune are very valuable weanons
for use on an exposed flank. Answer Qorrect

(" Insert the most nearly appropriate
worde appearing below in the blank
spaces in thie sentence:

The terrain northwest of Verdun is

- _.

Level = rolling - hilly. Answer Hilly

8., 1Is the following statement correctt

The let Diviegion AEF was a part

of the American 3d Army on Cctober

4, 1918, Answer No
8. Ie the following statement correct?

The Aire River is on the western

edge of the Argonne Forest. - Answer No
10, 1Is the following statement correct?

The 18th Infantry was the only unit

of the American lst Army that
reached the objective assigned on

Cctober 4, 1018. Angwer Yes
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