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THE BATTLE OF BELLEAU WOODS.

INTRCDUCTION.

When the news of the signal success of Americean
troops in Belleau Woods in June, 1918, their stopping
the overwhelming onslaught of the German Army and their
vigorous counter-attacks, was flashed around the world
it thrilled and inspired all Allies alike. Renewed
hope replaced near despeair. The name "Belleau Woods"
beceme familiar to every household, 2 symbol of our
effective entry into the World War and a source of
great pride to every American. Many military erities
have designated it as the turning point in the war,
Here, Germany reached her high-water mark, General
Pershing celled this battle the "Gettysburg of the
War".,

By whet circumstance did Fate place & handful of

= e Hhﬂﬂﬂmﬂ&ﬂi at.this moet criticel point at such a psycho-

s uiﬁ....- N ——

whinh h*ought auch glory to ﬁmeriﬁan arms and forms so

(1)
McClellan
Fage 30,

Second

brilliant a page in our history? How was the engage-
ment brought about and executed? What 4id it acoom-
plish and what lessons may we draw from its procedure?
Thet is the scope and purpose of this monograph.

On June 26, 1917, the Fifth Regiment, U. S.
Marines, accompanying units of the First Division of
Regulars, esrrived at St. Nazesire, France, the very
first troops of the American Expeditionary Forces to
land on French soil and a part of the venguard of the

millions who were %o follew. (1) The Sixth Regiment

and the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion, all Marines,
arrived shortly afterward and. joined the Fifth Regi~-

s ﬁ;& gy oo het, fomuing the Fourth Brigade, U. S. Marine Corps, _

P T i el "r- e e | e

under the command of Brigadier General Gharles A,
Doyen, an integral unit of the Second Division.
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It was altogether fitting that the Marines should
heve been among the first to reach France, because they
represented an organization which has ever been in the
fore of all military operations in our history, the
oldest and proudest branch of the service. They sym-
bolized many another victory. They stood for the une
furling of the American flag for the first time above
an 014 World fortress, in Tripoli, in 1803; for a
ghare in the defeat of the "Serapis" by John Paul Jones,
commanding the "Bonhomme Richzrd"; for the storming of
the fortress of Chapultepec in the days of the Mexican
War; for a&hievements at Guantenamo, Cuba, during the
Spanish-American War; for glorious devotion to duty in

innumerable engagements in scores of countries in all
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withdrawn form the West Indes-whare they had had their
baptism of fire in many encounters in the rebel in-
fested countries of Haiti and Santo Domingo.

Among the first troops to land in France in June,
19117, we £ind thesze Marines Just one year later, in the
dark days of June, 1918, called upon to form the barrier
that would stop the great German advance on Paris and
change it from a victorious drive to a disastrous defeat
culminating in the dissolution of Germany's powerful
military machine and her hopes for world dominion. The
call came &t a very threateniﬁg moment, when the morale

¢f the Allied armles and peoples was at 1ts lowest ebd,

- when their hope of effective and timely assistance from

oo T S e
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For several monthe following their arrival over=

seas the Marines performed many varied duties altogether

_necessary in organizing the A, E. P. but somewhat eon=-

troey te their chovsing. They welr'e scatteredl along the
-m -
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Line of Communications from the Base Sections in St.

Rezaire and England to the Gondrecourt area. At
Gondrecourt the Merines underwent an intensive course
of training in trench warfare with the First Divisionm,
under the able instruction of the best troops of the
French Army, the Chasseurs Alpin. This continued until
October 23 when they were moved to the Bourmont, or
Second Division, training area., After only one month's
training as a unit the Brigade took over a sector of the
front line trenches guarding Verdun, It was here the
Marines first met the enemy in France, and it was here
also, in several minor engagements, the Germans first
tested the mettle of the Marines and gave them the
title "Devil Dogs".

On May 13, 1918, the Brigade was withdrawn from
this front and proceeded to the vicinity of Vitry-le-

wm;:ﬁ;rwyn«mquw-dﬂlana@i11:3§d~¢h¢n¢gf #héﬁéﬁf#Q#nkﬂ-thﬂ-hﬂ&$ﬂ$ﬂ£-l#ﬁﬂ-~— s ——————
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where intensive drills, exercises and maneuvers in open

warfare were conducted. Our men were told that the

rest of our fighting would be in the open and that there=-

after the Americen style of warfare would be utilized

in contradistinction to the Allied methods and our

special training with the French a few months before,

All were indootrinated with the offensive spirit under

the inspiring leadership of General Pershing, whose

vision reached far beyond the trenches. This method of

_ fighting required 1itile encouragement in these typical

American troops; sthey had been constantly held in re=

straint in the trenches at Verdun and now eagerly re-

: "Q.}iu;ptéd ‘thelr native tactics.

: - 0nMey 29, - nﬂﬁ!rtn:dax; ofshe: Erunahrhighnr T s
command, the Brigade, with the Second Division, made
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preparations for & march to a position slong side the
First Division near Montidier., The movement was
scheduled to begin at six o'elock on the morning of
May 31; every detail in the accomplishment of this
move hed been completed except the actual plaecing of

the troops in motion.

GENERAL SITUATION.

But at this moment events of the greatest im-
portance were occurring in rapid suecession. The
Germana hed made their great Somme offensive be-
ginning on March 21 and within eilght days had awept
everything bvefore them to a depth of some fifty-six
kilometers, seriously threatening the British flank,

This operation had hardly come to a close when the

German Army made another great successful attack at

T T i e T e MWEWM
the Olse and Berry-au-Bac on a front of twenty-two
miles and met with such remarkable success that they
advanced no less than thirty-five miles in four days.

After the Marne had been reached the Germans planned

to use that river as a defensive flank and to direst

(2) their advance to the westward on Paris, (2) This lest
ggg??' offensive wns developing a desperate situation for the
YVol. II

Page 259. Allies, Under Field Order Fo., 4, the Second Division,

McPherson which wes preparing to relieve the First Division, was

Short

Hist., 0f
World War,
Pages

52 '5511

Pershing's
Ru;grtrg threatened.

—-Hfgﬁr “,‘?T T _ﬁﬁ"‘m mﬂﬂ‘“&? Eﬂﬂﬁmm m .: .‘T._'.' s T
Pages ?-1&; T
ginalt

epor
Page 25.

~hastily diverted by motor truck to the vielnity of
Meaux, a distance of ahout fifty miles and only about

twenty miles east of Paris, the city so seriously

-four-
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was almost at the getes to Paris and guarded the route
to the heart of France st the most vitel point of
attack. It was on the Battlefleld of the Marne, which
from her earliest days hesd played so important a part
in the military history of France. The country-side
here is generally hilly, ccvered with numerous patches
of heavy woods, and has many small villoges connected
by roads leading in all directions. The terrain
naturally constitutes the powerful central defensive
system in the valley of the Marne where Attila and his
Hung were defeated, where Napoleon won many notable
engagements, and where after success elsewhere in 1870
the Prussiang required months of difficult fighting before

(3) vietory was theirs. (3)

‘-—tﬂi’-..EEELm E el — Bor e g
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Page 295' To the German traapa Gnﬁ?EE-M?TﬂE““TiEﬁﬂ;f;ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂhu-.,*"__
ccmplete, and there was no apparent reason for stopping.

(4)

Fletcher (4) Otto H. Kahn, who was in Peris during this erisis,

‘“Ha J or

Operations, says that this was probably the most serious and gloomy

ete,"
Page ig_ period of the entire war, notwithstending that it was

Indendorff's
"own Story", estimated that one million people had left Parlis during

Vol.II,P, 259.

(5) the spring of 1918, (5) It was in this grave crisis
Pershing's

Final facing the Allies that American troops including the
Report

Page 28, Marine Brigade were thrown into the line in "stopping
(6) perhaps the most dangerous of the German drives". (6)
Ayers

Page {ﬁ?. The twenty four hour camion trip took the Marines

through the outskirts of Paris and through Meaux= a
eity orowdeo with refugees, in turmoil snd under heavy
nerial) bombardment by the Germang- where Divisional

i Hea!qnartara was £3mpufhriiy estthiighair It carried
them eastward over the Paris-Metz Highway. This road

-- e —— iy
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was congeated with traffic of every possible deserip-
tion. It was a most impressive but pathetic sight.
There was the French Army in retreat. And crowded in
with this seemingly disorganized mass were the civilians,
mostly women and children, from hundrede of square miles
who had abandoned their homes upon alarmingly short
notice, all hurrying to the southward with what few be-
longings they had grabbed in their haste. Some were
fortunate enough to get out with their families and a
bull-cart; others were leading cows, pushing baby
carriages or wheelbarrows, and some poor unfortunates
seemed to be plodding along as in a trance, alone, with
nothing. Scattered French soldiers, on their way to

the rear, without arme, looting the homes of their couns

trymen, made light of the Americans moving forward, say-

over.
Through such a conglomerate mass of transporta=

tion and humanity, reaching for many miles to the resr,
the French camions with their sleepy Anamese drivers
carrying the Marines wended their way to the front.
The Second Division having been placed at the disposal
of the 7th Corps of the French 6th Army on May 30 was
given the mission "first to bar the Cut Ru d'Alland,
then to counter-attack as soon as possible in the

' direction of Passy en Valois Marizy-St. Mard /(Duchene)",

(7) « At 7:40 P. M. 1 1 ;
!giuphaniu (7 1 , May 31, 1918, Field Order No. 5,
gi&artﬂnd of the S8eaond Division wes issmed, stating in part:
v. to :
;:g Eﬁis-; "f strong enemy attack has developed on the line Epieds=-
iy 12 K 3'.'5?‘_*_" _ME‘MMﬁhm ﬁm wivizhos PSS TTOM g T s e
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Seventh Army Corps (French) to the Twenty-Firast Army
Corps (Prench) as reserve, ###### It w»ill be concen=
trated at once in the area Montreuil-aux-Lions."®

The rapid advance of the Germans within the
preceding few dasys and the exhausted condition of the
French troops made it imperative that the Division go
into the line immediaztely. General Degoutte, command-
ing the French 218t Corps with his headguarters at
Coupru, a2 short distance west of Chateau.Thierry,
briefly outlined the situation in his immediate front
on the morning of June 1 as follows: “His Corps had
retreated before greatly superior numbers for five
days; he had saved his artillery and transportation.
The Germans held Chateau-Thierry and Hill 204, which

gave them command of the Paris ro  Srromiimtiein S o 3T g —
W“mta:#beﬂw!eﬂ U3 S 4 £ E LT W —
ﬂ““m“.-uﬂuh.“"qthruuaﬁ Vaux and slong the railroad to Bouresches,
through Belleau Woods, Torey, Bussizres, and Chezy.
The German advance toward Meaux was being opposed by
his two depleted French Divisions worn out after their
five days' battle., He had no infantry reserves but
his artillery was keeping up the fight with fine spirit.®
(8) (§)« The Second Division was ordered to go into position
g::ﬁ’?s. as rapidly as possible along the line la Nouette, the
Upton's southern edge of Bois de la Marette, le Thiolet, Bois
Confiden-

tial Report,

Page 1.

. p_l'_"'-' 'l""'-"

des Clerembauts, Lucy-le-Bocage, and Hill 142, north of
Chempillon. Eha Third Brigade was ordered to hold the
right of this line, south of the Paris road, the Fourth
Erigade, that part of the line north of the Paris roed,
Field Orders ¥o. 6, Second Divisionm, i issued utﬁﬁ_I;H,TTTmH~uh

I _W_'-u- e A
o5 W T, I""" =a—— e’

S Mo, dane 11918, tead in part as follows:
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1+ The enemy attacks in force on the line
Chatesu-Thierry-Bouresches-Monthiers, The Division
forms part of the 21st Army Corps, whose Headquarters
are at Charmigny. The 164th Division south of Lizy=-
sur-0ureq, Chateau-Thierry road holds the line
Essomes-Monneaux-La Roche, Hdgs, Ferme de Beaure=-
paire. The 43rd Div. north of Lizy-sur-Ourcq-Chateau-
Thierry road holds the line La Roche-Bouresches=-
Chateaun Belleau. Hdgse, La Loge.

2+ The Division will occupy and hold the line
Bonneil=Le Thioclet=Chateau de Belleau.

3.(a) Third Brigade, Sector Bonneil-Le Thiolet
(Both incl.) Hdgs., Vantelet Ferme.

(b) Fourth Brigade, Sector Le Thiolet (excl.)=

Chateau-de Belleau (inel,) Hdgs., Pyramides., # # # #

5. Headquarters (Division) Montreuil-sux-Lions.

The Marine Brigade accordingly established a line
immediately in rear of the French units which had orders
to drop back through the American lines., At 5:05 P. M.,
June 1, the following meassage wae sent to Commanding
General, Second Division:
"Second Bn. 6th Marines in line from le Thiolet
nglulnnquury1ammﬁh-nghniinuulhml!nmquulu-tsnﬂunnuuﬁtvlﬁu-!nﬂyewuﬁuwM_'ﬂ"ﬂﬂﬂ-*"
— --—— gbructed to hold the ttnu-““1ut'ﬂn—~ﬁtyrﬂagtgagfgptqg*L“Fk;;:jt"j;
e e d AN TYON DSy tHrGUEH RITITT4Z,  3rd EBn.
support at La Vole du Chatel which is also P. C. of

the 6th Marines. 6th Machine Gun Bn. distributed at
line, No instruections as to the evacuation of the

{9 } wounded, Harbord," { 9]
Brigede Diary,
Page 3. The operations of the Brigade in this sector

naturally divide themselves into two phases, The first
ineludes taking up hasty defensive positions in rear of
the French troops, the retirement of the latter through
our lines, and a period of continually repelling re-
peated determined attacks againast our lines by the enemy.
The second phase includes the counter-offensive operations
launched against the enemy positions begun on June 6,

Jjust two days after the sector had been taken over, and
contimiing almost incessantly until June 26, after which
date the lines remeined constant until July 5-6, when the

sion,. Ihila-ﬁha.hara fighting was euntinﬁﬁu; ;h¥§u¢£a;t

the whole period of occupation of the sector, the Marines
@ = e e e OT S nt-tmhlng— u.!.mst*&ata;r- #rm-.!un&-é-tn-*im-”&f hr"*-r A
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ing this period no less than seven main formal attacks,
besides several minor attacks in strzightening the
lines, were made by our troops, while the enemy made
equally as meny attacks against us.

During the night of June 1-2, the 1st Bn. 5th
Regiment reinforced the 23d Infantry in filling = gap
in the French lines from Bois-de-Veuilly, Premont,
towards Gandelu. This battalion was withdrawn on the
night of June 3.

Thus we find the Brigsde in its original posi-
tions at the outset of this operation:

Second Bn. 6th Marines from Le Thiolet through
Clerembauts Woods t¢ Triangle, to Lucy.

First Bn. 6th Marines from Lucy through hill 142.

Second Bn, 5th Marines from hill 142 to N. W.
corner of Bois-de=-Veulilly.

Bl St ot piiporars 2000
T9tHHEgt, 171 the Bols-de~Venilly.. Fifth-Regtl.

Third Bn, 6th Marines as Brig., Reserve at La
Voie du Chatel.

Third Bn., 5th Merines Corps Reserve near La Loge
Farm.

The 15th and 234 Companies of the 6th Machine Gun
Bn, in position covering the left sector of the Brigede.

The 77th and 818t Compenies of the 6th Machine Gun
Bn. covering the right half of the seetor from the
Paris Road to Triangle Farm.

The 9th Infantry on the right of the Brigade and
the French 167th Division on the left.

The field trains, coming by rail, hed not yet
arrived and the supplies were transported by the motor

trucks of the division. The serving of cooked or hot

'food was a difficult problem because no fires could be

built near the front and beceuse of the extreme danger
0L movenient during deylight. The enemy air force was
very active with its sausage balloons in cbservation and

its airplanes oonstantly over our lines, making oconcesl-

:t&ﬂﬁ**!!!ﬂ%unnﬂﬂrﬂﬂ*illFF!!iE
' HHMLM cho B JaTamn T e N B T

.....

o b, & | —

o S e T AUYLAE the dayiime absolutely nensssary. - Acourately

plnnud enemy artillery fire immediately followed any ex-

=nine-
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posure, The kitchens therefore were kept seversl miles
back of the lines and the food carried to the front at
night, giving the men one cooked or warm meal in twenty
four hours if the carrying party was fortunate enough

to miss the shelling, which was not always the case.

No extra ammunition had been taken with the troops, but
an emergency requisition on General Headquarters was
filled and one half million rounds of small arms ammunie-
tion were placed in rear of each brigade and ammunition
dumps were established in Lucy and on the road between
La Voie du Chatel end Champillon., The 12th Regiment of
Light Artillery, coming by rail, arrived two or three
days after the Marine Brigade and supported it through-
out the operations following., After its arrival in the
area one battalion of Engineers was assigned to duty
et T el " ToE

e o e

s+ 32 &wm.&trzrum T bEpEiies Ih & Wost commendabie

(10)
Hist. 6th
M, G. Bn.,
Page 14,

(11)
Buchan
5.

Page 2

MeClellan,
Page 41,

R

i
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manner.

On June 2 the enemy made two attacks on the Brigade
front, both of which were repulsed, prineipally by the
fire of the machine gun companies. In the attack near
Bouresches and Triangle Farm a perfect target was pre=-
sented and the machine gun companies of the right group
opened a terrific and deadly fire at mid range on the
enemy advancing in thick waves. (10 ) On the next day
the enemy made a serious effort to penetrate the left
of the line at Les Mares Farm House, which marks the
nearest point the Garmane reeched to Parie on thelr lest
successful offensive, ( 11 This attack was held up by
effective rifle and eutomatic rifle fire. The French
$roops.Arenned hack-and-cxdersd Yy WarLueH 0 o Tieds" T T
g R iy SR
commander in his well-known manner, "Retreat, hell, we
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(12) just got here"., (12) It was reported that the enemy

Address

571533- was also massing troops in the vieinity of Bouresches.
e

f?2$.361 Small patrols were immediately pushed to the front to
locate the enemy. By Field Order No. 7, Second Divi=-
sion, dated June 3, the French troops were formally
relieved in the sector, Brigade Headquarters moved to
La. Loge Farm, and the 3d Bn., 5th Regiment was restored
to the Brigade.

Early on June 4 the enemy made two more violent
attacks on the front held by the Second Battalion.
Again these were repulsed and heavy losses inflicted
on the enemy. General Pershing, who honored the Brigade
with a vislt the same day, expressed his entire satis-
faction with the conduet of the Marine Brigade. On the

night of June 5, after the units of the Brigade west of
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Division and that portion of the line south of TITulLy— = ==
Farm (incl) by the 234 Infantry, the following order of

battle existed:

Sixth Marines: Triangle Farm (exel), to Lucy=-Torey
Road (174.8-261.0) (exel).

Fifth Marines: From (174.8-261.0)(inel) to the
Chempillon Brook which rises near Champillon, and the
village of Champillon,

Third Bn. 6th extended from Triangle Farm (execl)
to Iucy=Bouresches road; 34 Bn, 5th from that point to
unimproved road running southweast from Torcy; the 1st
Bn., 5th joined at this point and occupied line west to
road Bussiares=Champillon.

Brigade P. C, was at La Loge Farm; 5th Regt. P.C.
at La Voie du Chatel and that of the 6th at Mon Blanche
Farm on the Paris Road.

Second Bn, 5th was Brigade Reserve in woods N.W.
of Iucy end 18t Bn, 6th was Corps Reserve located at
point 170.0-259.0,

mpenies of the Machine Gun Bn, were distribated
51 ) along %ﬁa’ﬂm. 133 %
Tl
..g:g:? The Brigade Commander estimated the situation to
e e, coochbacfrant ap followsy  Beports confirmed the sooumla-
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tion of troops und supplies in %he vieinity of Bouresches
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and Belleau Woods. Belleau Woods had been seized by
the enemy and was a position of great tactical value
from which he ecould operate in a séutherlr or westerly
direetion., In front of the Brigade lay the Woods,
which extends abbut two thousand yards nmorth and south
and is about one thousand yards in width. A view of
the map does not reveal the real importance of this
position. For the Germans, its occupation was essen-
tial, since it afforded not only cover to the Chateau-
Thierry-Soissons Road, but also for the concealment of
the assembly of troops on a direct route to the Paris
Road and a pivct of maneuver for a movement southward
through Gandelu, which appeared to be a most serious

threat tc the Allies. The Germans had promptly appre=-

cinted the value of this taectical locality, immediatel
__—__——_v_w—w-w;-'mﬁﬂ

S Eﬁﬁup'fef"ﬁ% B regiment of In’mtw end numeroue
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machine guns and additonal accompanying weapons, and
organized it with characteristic method and rapidity.
A more ideal situation for machine guns on commanding
ground could not be found. The dense woods covering
the high rocky ground rising abruptly from the surround-
ing fields under the protection of their artillery in
concealed positions to the north presented an ever
present menace to our line and an attack which could
eagily be launched from that position would, if succesm-
ful, force us off the Paris Road, our main line of
supply, and compel us to fight with cur backs to the
(14) Marne. (14) The Brigade Commender realized this and

Wige,

"ggggﬂﬂf the immediately mede plans to taks this strong position from

Page 178, the enemy and gave orders aocordingly, This estimation BBt
R G the stbutior
Take 25#, ! e situation and plan were concurred in by the

-twelve-



—— il T

o T R

(15)
Bundy
Page 17.
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Divisional Commander and General Degoutte, the Frendc
Corps Commander. (15) The French, realizing the ime
portance of Bois de Belleau, Bouresches, and Hill 142,
issued orders to advance the lines whenever opportun=-
ity offered. While General Harbord considered the
capture of these positions absolutely necessary, the
originael orders came from the Headquarters Sixth
Freneh Army.

In preparation of this offensive Brigade Order
No. 1 was issued at 10:25 P, M. on June 5, ordering
an attack by the First Battalion, Fifth Regiment,
supported by the 8th and 234 Machine Gun Companies,
in conjunetion with the French 167th Regiment on the
left. The attack was between the brook of Champillon,
ineclusive, hill 142 and the brook one kilometer east
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" was directed to advence its left to conform with the
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progress of the First Bn. The Field Order No., 1,
Fourth Brigade, ordering the attack, is quoted below:

Headquarters, 4th Brigade,
Hﬂrin‘ GGI‘ H' !.‘I!Ih E. F'-
5 June 1 ¥ 10:25 P.M,
FIELD ORDER
NO.1
MAP: MEAUX 49
1;50,000
1. The enemy holds the general line Bouresches=
Bois de-Belleau-Toroy-Bussiares=Gandelu-
Chezy-en-Orxois, The French 167 D.I. is on
the left of this Brigade and attacks June
6th in the direction of the Bussiares Wood.
2. This Brigade will attack on the right of the
French 167 D.I. Objective from the Little
Square Wood 400 meters S.E. of the Calvaire
Yo the drook crossing 174.0-263.4,
3+ {a) The attack between the brook of Chame
pillon, inelusive, Hill 142, and the brock
which flows from 1 kilometer N.E. of Cham-
sillon, inclusive, will be made by the 18t
« 5th Marines, supported by the Bth and
EN_EQF*_“\MM“ o e e e s i e b 1 N e K
b) The 3rd Bn, 5th Marines, will advance Y
its left along the brook which rises 1
kilometer N.E. of Champillon to conform to
tz: pipgrull made by the 18t Bn., in its
attack,

b e et B Lot 3% -_,.._ -th!lrtun-
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(x) The artillery preparation will be made in
aocordance with orders from the 2nd Brigade,

F.A.
(y) The esdvance will be timed with the attack

of the French 167th D,I,
(z) Aviation will be as ordered by the C.G,
167th Division,
4, The objective when attained will be at once
organized to be held against counter-attack,
J. G, HARBORD
Brigadier General,N.A.
Orders for the attack did not reach Battalion
Headquarters until midnight. The obJjective was the
forward slope of hill 142, the prominent high
ground to the north covered with alternating wheat
fields and woods and providing command of the enemy
positions on the hills beyond. The two companies
of the 18t Bn. which were to be relieved in their
sector on the left by units of the French 167th

Division at nine P, M. were not relieved until 3:00

and the atteck was made with the only two infantry

/companies available in the battalion and without the
machine gun support as ordered, The assaulting com=-
panies advanced only a short distance when they came
under a machine gun barrage which did not subside

until noon. (16) By seven o'clock the objectives 6f

Report of

Maj. J. S. the 18t and 3d Bns. were reached, but the French

Turrill,

Bn, Com- troops on the left had not advanced, thereby leaving

mander.
the left flank of the First Bn. exposed, The enemy
laid down heavy artillery and machine gun fire and
were attempting to counter-attack by infiltration up
the ravine on the left. This situation was met by the
timely arrivel of the other two infentry companies and
the machine gun company. ONle COMPETY WY UBEE =T = == s vitmm s mmane
strengthen the front line companies weakened by heavy

T _ ~fourteen~
o, 4 L. ™ Wy |-ﬂ e | bt SR -:_-n v = g q.,,"-"'\-‘.'” “..-.'

B - w1 g

S B A e R e T P R Ll Bl

——

R e .



——— SRSt S e st e ——

(17)
Testimony,
Gapt‘-- K-! E.
Rockey,
UeS.M.Ce
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losses and the other used to clear the ravine of the
enemy and take position there protecting the left
flank. Late the next day the French advanced to
position by the assistance of our machine gun fire

which relieved the delicate situation on the left.

(17)
Inspired with confidence by the success of the

attack in the early morning of June 6, Field Order

No, 2, Fourth Brigade, was issued:

Headquarters, 4th Brigade,
Marine Corps, Am, E, F,
6 June 1918, 2:05 p,m.
FIELD ORDER
NOo. 2
MAP: MEAUX 49
1:50,000
1+ The enemy holds the general line
Bouresches-Torcy=Montecourt.
2y This Brigade attacks on the general line
Bouresches-Torey.

« The attack wi
R e i B & L o 5,

Bouresches Village; brook crossing
(173.9-264.1); Hill 126; Hil11 133.
(a) Disposition of troops for the first

phase. The Bois de Belleau will be taken

by the 3rd Bn, 5th Marines (less 1 co.)
on the left and the 3rd Bn, 6th Marines
on the right, The attack,first phase
will be commanded by Colonel Cat in, gth
Marines, :
(b) Sector limits, 1st phase, left
battalion:
Northern: 262.8
Southern: 261.2
Right battalion:
Northern: 261,2
Southern: 260.8
(e) The 2nd Bn, 6th Marines will advance

its left to conform to the progress made by

the battalion on its left.,
(d) Disposition of troops for the second

phase. The position R.R. Station Bouresches:
Bouresches Village, Brook Crossing (173.9=-

0 B RG B0y it Do taen by

ot ™ oénter, wnd the T8t Bn, 5th and 1 cp. each

of the 2nd and Jrd Bns, 5th Marines,
(e) Seetor 1imits, 2nd phase:
3rd Bn. 6th Marines,
Northern: Hill 181; R.R. Bridge,

T —— ! ,{111'.&‘.251“_3_}. e
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Southern: Hill 13B- southern end
of Boureacheg village,
3rd Bn. 5th Marines (less 1 co.)
Northern: Hill 133 to Bouresches=
Torcy Road at inter-
section with Y line 176.
Southern: Hill 181; R.R. Bridge,
(177.0-261.3) exclusive,
18t Bn, 5th Marines and 1 co. each of
2nd and 3rd Bns, 5th Marines:
Northern: Square Wood to brook
crnasing (173.9-264.1) and
Hill 126,
Southern: From right et present
position to Hill 133, exclusive,

(£)The attack of the center and right of
the second phase will be commanded by
Colonel Catlin, 6th Marines.

The attack of the left of the second
phase will be commanded by Lieutenant Colonel .
Feland, 5th Marines,

(g)The attack on the Bois de Belleau and on
the village and reilroad station of Bour-
esches will be supported by the 77th (M.G.)
Co. The attack on the brook crossing (173.9-
269.1) 126=- 133, inelusive, will be supported
by the machine guna now with the 1st Ban, 5th
Marines.

(x)The artillery preparation will be made
in accordance with orders from the C.G., 2d

UL B LA LS LT B I TAD S ok
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as soon as the first phase has attained its
obJective,

(z)Aviation will be as ordered by the C.G.
218t Army Corps (French),

4. The 24 Bn, 5th Marines (less 1 co,) will
constitute the Brigede Reserve in the woods
northwest of Lucy-le-Bocage,

5. The position when attained will be at once
organized to be held against counter-attack.

6. Trains will remain in place,

7. Brigade and Regimental P,C,'s remain in place,

J. G. HARBORD
Brigadier General, N.A.

The order was received very late in the afternocon,
some companies not having sufficient time to get into
assault position at the designated hour, but the attack
wea lpunched shortly after five o'alock, notwithstanding.
The attack was preceded by a nominal artillery prepara-
“tioh which wis very short and altogether ineffective be-

cauge of the limited supply of ammunition during the early
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days in June. The short time available before the Jjump-
off prevented a properly coordinated machine gun support,
and the attack was made without hand grenasdes and mortars,

It is seen that the attack as ordered conaisted of
two phases, the execution of the second depending en-
tirely upon the complete success of the first. The first
attack was delivered by the 3d Bn. and two companies of
the 2d Bn. of the 6th Regt. on the right with the mission
of capturing Bouresches and the southern tip of Bellean
Woods, and the 34 Bn, 5th, less one company, on the left,
with the mission of eapturing the major portion of Belleau
Woods.

While crossing the open spaces west of the woods,
the units of the 3d Bn., 5th encountered annikilating
machine gun fire in enfilade and suffered very severe

.ﬁgsupltiea. Some elements chthia rattalion an_the..right

i Rt
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eastern edgu. and uonsnliﬁated their position in con-
junetion with and on the left flank of the 3d Bn 6th
which had also reached its objective. By the authority
of the Brigade Commander two companies of the 24 Bn., 6th
were designated to assist in the attack on the right of
the 34 Bn 6th, Accordingly, at 4:45 P,M,, June 6th, the
96th Company was ordered to attack the south end of the
objective, regulating its advance on the 3d Bn,, 6th
Marines, that attacked on its left., At 5:00 P.M. from

8 position about 600 meters southwest of Bouresches the
company attacked the town from the sounthwerd and after
severe fighting in the streets with only a few men left
of the. compony eaptured ‘the towni  Tater-in the nigat
they were suppurted by another eﬂmpany and cannauted
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with the 2d Bn..nn their left and proceeded to organize
the position for the several counter attacks the enemy
was to make in a determined effort to retake the town.
It should be noted that the enemy still held the raile
road station Just outside of the northern limits of

the village which made this position particularly sensi-
tive always,

Colonel Catlin, the officer in charge of the firat
phase, was wounded about one-half hour after the attack
got under way, and Major Berry, commanding the 3d Bn.
5th was wounded shortly thereafter. The casualties in
officers and men were very heavy. A Doctor and three
stretcher bearers and an officer who had been wounded

and for whom the four were caring were all killed by

B e e

north of Bouresches.
The positions of ithe line that night were as
follows:

Triangle Farm, in liason with the 234 Infantry,
north to Bouresches,inclusive ( R.R. station in possess
sion of enemy), then practically a line due west from
the northern edge of the town Boureaches, through the
Bois de Belleau, to about hill 181, thence northwest
to north edge of woods about two kilometers north of
Iuoy and contimuing to the left, as preceding the
attack, This line was held by the 24 Bn. 6th, 34 Bn.
6th, 3d Bn. 5th less one company, 24 Bn. 5th less one
company, and 1st Bn, 5th plus one company each from
the 24 and 3d Bns. 5th, and two machine gun companies.

The second phase of the attack never materialized
owing to the limited success of the first phase, but a
foot-=hold in the woods had been gained and a position

‘secured from which the future operations iz the woods

could be lnaugurated. In consideration of the success
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ing; message to the Commanding General 24 Division:
"Please accept for the Division and convey to
Brigadier General Harbord and the officers and men
under him my sincere congratulations for the splen-
did conduct of the attack on the German lines north
of Chateau-Thierry. It was a magnificent example
of American courage and dash, Pershing."
On the morning of the Tth the Colonel command=-
ing the French 167th Division was requested to take
a little pateh of woods on our left and in his sec-
tor Just south of Bussiares; it contained Germans
and was the point at which it was desired to connect
up with the French. It will be observed that at this
time all units.available to the Brigade were in line,
with no regimental or brigade reserve, the 18t Bn, ST -imm- wm

. et P bt aPiaci AT i
S 1 e H&rimuatill. in pogition as_Corps Reaarvmnf’ T L
(170, U—259 D}. It waéué?idant‘ “therefore, tEEE”%E"”“"”"“""*'“"”'

position needed to be reorganized more in depth, and
on the evening of June 7 the Brigade Commander made
changes accordingly. The companies of the 24 and 34
Battalions of the 5th which Had been with the 18t Bn.
5th under Lieutenant Colonel Logan Feland were ordered
to rejoin thelr respective battalions, The remnant of
the 34 Bn, 5th was withdrawn to a position about one
kilometer northesst of La Ferme Paris constituting the
Brigade Reserve. The Engineer compenies which had been
with the left group were also ordered to Brigade
Reserve at Maison Blanche,
At 5:20 A. M, on the 8th, the 3d Bm. 6th Marines

attempted another advance northward tn the woods, but

7 4% vas hela wp afber vy sTIZHT Frogress. e enowy

seemed very nervous as the result of the uggreaii*iﬁ;;u
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of our troops., At this time a new German gas appeared
between Lucy and Bouresches., Much activity was ob-
gserved in rear of the enemy lines and reinforcements
were seen moving toward their front. The attitude
they took toward our offensive actions and more
especially the importance they placed upon their hold=-
ing of the woods is indicated by an order issued by
Genersl Boehm commanding the 28th German Divsion, et
9:30 P. M., on June 8, which later came into our hands.
In this lengthy order the German General directed in
minute detall the organization of the defenses of
Belleau Woods, even to the extent of indlieating several
possible plans we might have had for attacks on the
woods and the defensive measures adopted for emch. He

ordered that the machine gun nests be arranged in three

e T T P B T T I e BRSO
*muhtﬁa*tﬂr Company—should- —h&ﬂmha& t.-v&l'e *—";l: haar msand e

Brigede, which was charged with the defenze of the DR
woods. By his detailed plan of defensive fire, in-
cluding all the infentry weapons end the artillery also,
a well coordinated strong defensive system was organ-
ized. The same order directed that all their officers,
non-commissioned officers and men in the woods be made
familiar with those plans. (18)
Some Marine replacements with less than two months'
service, reporting to units of the Brigade at this time,

took their places in line under heavy shell fire and, by

“their soldierly conduct, cauged most favorable comment

from commanding officers, During the Bth and 9th plans
for a renewal of the attack in the woods were completed.

lftar changes in ﬁiupnaitiﬂna wuru made as diractaﬂ the
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following order of battle existed:

34 Bn 5th Regt,, less 20th Co,, from Triangle
Farm (excl,) to Bouresches finul.l

3d Bn 6th Regt. from Bouresches through lower
end of Bols de Belleau,

24 Bn 5th Regt. and 18t Bn 5th Regt. continuing
the line to left.

20th Co, of 3d Bn in woods S.E. of Lucy as 6th
Regt. Reserve,

2d Bn 6th Regt. in woods S.W. of Iuey in reserve,

At 6:30 P, M. on June 9, Field Order No, 3, Fourth
Brigade, was issued. A copy of this order follows:

Headquarters, 4th Brigade,
Merine Corps, Am., E. F,
9 June 1918, 6:30 p.m,

FIELD ORDER
No. 3
MAP: MEAUX 49
1350,000
1. The enemy holds the general line Bouresches,
exclusive, Bois-de-Belleau=-133-Toray=1256,
o i e i rm ent """ 'The French on our left hold the southern
end of Bussiares,

2. This tisok.the southorn 4nd of '
PP M. . i T 2R T ™ %ﬂa"%wlm";’ N J‘-E..- il -
e e Poa o - A 1T T be made by the 1st Bn' 6.'5;‘,.. e, . T T

P remmesm————— PSR 2 03 e TR etk e

4., (a) Limits of Sector: Eastern: 176.5-261.0
to the Bouresches-Torey Road, connecting
with the Marines %aw holding Bouresches,

Western: 175.6,
Objective: X line 261.70,
(b) When the objective is attained, liaison
will be established on the right with the
Marines of Bouresches and on the left with
the 24 Bn. 5th Marines,
(e¢) The 2d Bn, 6th Marines will constitute
;he Brigade Reserve in the woods S.W. of
WCY .
(d) The support by machine guns will be as
follows: 12 guns of the 6th Machine Gun
Battalion to be assigned sectors by the C.Q.
Eth H.G.B‘d- .l.t H HD'III‘ I-G- Erﬂup lt BI‘JUI'-
esches will lay a barrage from Bouresches
400 meters east of Bois de Belleau in the
direction of Chateau Belleau.
(x) The artillery preparation will be made
as ordered by the C.G. 2d F.A. Brigade,
"(y) The atteck will begin at 4:30 a,.m.

June 10, 1918,
(z) Aviation as ordered by the C.G., 218t
Army Corps, French,

5. The position when ettained will at once be
organized to be held against sounter-sttack.

6. Trains will remsin in placs.

e s e e s T Ppducad e EANd “Kéginental P.C,.'s remain in place,
Brigadier General,N.A.
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At 3:30 A, M. on the 10th the 1st Bn. 6th Regt.
made the attack as ordered with the result that our
line was rectified across the narrow part of the
wood. The artillery preparation seemed sufficient,
but owing to the nature of the terrain in the woods,
offering the enemy such shelter, the fire was not
entirely effective. Some prisoners, considerable
material, ineluding two large seven-inch Minnen-
werfers, and many rifles were captured. The 20th
Company which had been acting as reserve for the
6th Regiment was moved to a position in the line
north of Lucy relieving a portion of the 24 Bn 5th

- Regt in that. section of the line. _

But the woods were not yet ours, and with his
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P. M., June 10, 1918, Field Order Fo. 4 of the Fourth
Brigade was issued, as follows:

Headquarters, 4th Brigade,

Marine Corps, Am., E. F.
10 June 1 5:45 p.m.

FIELD ORDER
Hn.4
MAP: MEAUX 49
1; 50,000

1. The enemy holds the general line Bouresches,
exclusive; Bois de Belleau; 133; Torey; 126,
The Frenoh on our left hold the southern
end of the Bussiares Triangular Wood.
2. This Brigede will attack the northern end
of the Bois de Belleau June 11th.
3. The attack will be made by the 24 Bn, 5th
Marines.
4y (a)-Limites of .Seator:
Eastern: 175.4-261.7 to 176, 3a262:3
Western: 115.0-261.9 to 175. 5~EGJ.G
Objeotive: Northeastern edge Boie de
Belleau; Hill 133.
(b) When objective is attained, liaison
will be established on the right with the
oweees. 18t Bn, 6th Merines whioch will advance
ite 1eft to 0ONTOTH L0 WAE PrUBrEEE -0 wr i e
the attack, R Es T o
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(e) 24 Bn, 6th Marines will constitute the
Brigade Reserve in the woods 8.W. of ILuey.
(d) The support by machine guns will be as
follows: 12 guns of the 6th Machine Gun
Bn. to assigned sectors by the C.0, 6th
M.G.,Bn., For 30 minutes after H Hour
machine gun group at Bouresches will lay a
barrage from Bouresches slong the Bouresches=-
Chateau Belleau Road.

(x) Artillery preparation will be made as
ordered by the C.G. 24 F.A. Brigade.

(y) The attack will begin at 4:30 a.m. (H
hour) June 11th.

(z) Aviation as ordered by the C.G. 218t

Army Corps, French.
5. The position when attained will at once be

organized to be held against counter-
attack, The left flank will be slightly
refused, along the Luey-Chateau Belleau

Ravine.
6. Trains will remain in place,
7. Brigade and Regimental P.C.'s remain in

place.
J. G, Harbord,
Brigadier General, N.A.

The attack caught the 40th German Division in
-4the precess of relieving the division in our front.

R e After an artillary preparation lasting one hour the

(BB A vt Tk O P T i PSS oY '-‘Hfrﬂkﬂ*ﬁ;i‘h*mv- i _%;‘Ihmmwm:ﬂfm B
e forenoon tﬁE "line had sdvanced to sbout the X T
line 262 and about 400 prisoners, 30 machine guns and
thres more Minnenwerfers were captured. This was the
largest capture of prisoners by the American Expedition-
ary Forces to date. Simultaneously with the attack by
the Marines in Belleau Woods the Germans made an un-
sucoessful attack, with machine guns and infantry, on
Bouresches. Our own machine guns in position in Bour-
esches were used effectively on enemy seen withdrawing
from Belleau Woods. Good liaison was established be-
tween all units of the 1line, Another thousand Marine
replacements Jolned the Brigadé the same day. Er
Brigede order, the 24 Bn, 6th proceeded to point (170.0-

259.5) a8 Corps Reserve, relieving the 34 Bn., 6th, which

i (AR el vl oUW e P o e - -
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took position in the woods N.W. of Lucy.

Again the next evening after a two hour prepara-
tion by artillery which was extended to three hours
because of the apparent ineffectiveness of the fire,
the 24 Bn. 5th made another attack 1n the northern
end of Belleau Woods pushing the line only slightly
farther northward, capturing 42 prisoners, more machine
guns and Minnenwerfers, making a total of fifty-nine
machine guns and ten Minnenwerfers taken in the Bois
de Belleau to date.

From several sources it wes ascertained that an
enemy attack was planned on the northern end of the
woods from the northwest on the next morning, the 13th.

To meet thig -meve the-2d4 Bn, -£4th under authority of the.

i T OIVIETON TOmMMahdEY "WaE "moved up- two-cvompanies in the
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Luey- in sﬁﬁpaff ﬁf the lines in thnﬁg.ﬁaéfgiﬁﬁa. An
attack on the woods from the northwest was made at 1:30
A, M., but this was repulsed by our troops. At about
3:20 A, M., the enemy laid down & terrific bombardment
and barrage on Bouresches-Belleau Wood line lasting for
twenty five minutes, which was followed by another
attempt to retake Bouresches, Some of the Germans
succeeded in entering portions of the town but they were
quickly driven back, the Marines not giving a foot of
ground., On the night of June 13=14 the front of the
Brigade was reduced by order of the Division, that part
of the line from Bouresches (inel.) to the right to be
taken over by the 23d Infantry.

Field Order No, 5, Fourth Brigade, follows:

— - L ey T S, . T YT - T e B -— s L R (R o e a v R W —g B il W e g
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Gobert valley with Yperite gas and high explosive,
eausing meny casualties in the 1st and 24 Bne, 6th
Marines and necessitating a change in relief of the
2d Bn. 5th Regt. by the 24 Bn, 6th., In order to
get the men out of the gassed area all troops ex-
cept one company were withdrawn from the south-
eastern edge of Belleau Woods and placed on the open
ground west of that place. At the same time the 23d
Infantry was requested to have its troops in Bour-
esches observe that portion of the line closely and
give us machine gun support in case enemy appeared in
that sector.

On June 14 Lieutenant Cclonel Feland recei?ed

o T SR s g -
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of reorganizing the lines there and making them more
tenable, The troops in the woods at this time con-
sisted of the 24 Bn, 5th Regt., 1st and 24 Bns. 6th
Regt., and one and one half companies of the 18t Bn
5th Regt. The plan of operations provided for holding
our lines and at the same time exerting a steady
pressure on the enemy, finally forecing him'nut of the
woods, with the support of interdiction ertillery fire
on all the approaches which he was using in entering
the woods.

Although the report of the Brigade Commander, on
June 10, strongly urged the relief of the Brigade after
ten days of almost constent fighting, on June 14 he
wrote to the Divisional Commander, "I am very glad to
TTeiort that notwlihstanding their physical exhaustion,
which 18 almost total, the apirit of the Brigade remains

-twenty six-



Headquarters, Fourth Brigeade,
Marine Corps, Am, E, F,.
13 June 1918, 4:30 p.m,

FIELD ORDER
No. .5
MAP: MEAUX 49
1350,000

1+ The enemy holds the general line Bouresches,
exclusive, Chateau Belleau=Torey.

2. The front held by this Brigade will be re=-
divided effective at midnight June 13, 1918.
The 3rd Brigade under Division Orders takes
over the sector Triangle FarmeBouresches
inelusive, effective the night of June 13the
14th.
The Brigade sector on the conclusion of the
transfer of the Triangle-Farm-=Bouresches
line will be from Boureschea, exclusive
along east front of Bols de Belleau, an
northwest to the Champillon brook inclusive.

3, (a) The sector Bouresches, exclusive, Bois
de Belleau to 175.9-262.9 will be known as
the 5th Marines sector, under command of
the Commanding Officer, 5th Marines. The
sector 175.,9-262.9 to Champillon brook, in-
elusive will be known as the 6th Marines

6
~weotor, <wader command of the Commanding
R s --~9#§&£~¢§., Ath Marings, Siooeakiiis

- A bhe-Lo : =5 e
battalions will fake fladt oy wvom-aa-denlte— . ...
ness permits, tonight, June 13th.

2d Bn, 6th Marines to relieve 24 Bn,
£th Marines in Bois de Bellesu,
2d Bn, 5th Marines to woods 170.0=-
259.9 as Division Reserve.
3d Bn, 5th Marines to woods northwest
of Luey as Brigade Reserve.
(e) Details as to guides, ete.,in the
Brigade Sector will be arranged by Regi=-
mental and Battalion Commanders concerned.
(d) Command in Bouresches will pass upon
completion of the relief and statement in
writing of the relieving officer to the
officer relieved that he is satisfied with
the dispositions made, Telephone report
to be made to Brigade Headquarters upon
completion of relief. Code word:"Appo-
mattox™,
(e) Machine guns in Bouresches pertaining
to this Brigade will remain in Bouresches
until efter dark night of June i4-15, 1918,
and will then be assigned station by the
C.0, 6th Machine Gun Battalion.
4 G. Harbord,
Brigadier General, N.A.

During the night of June 13-14 the enemy shelled

T i L .
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unshaken,” The only reserve, either Brigade or
Division, at this time was the Third Battalion

(19) Fifth Marines in the woods northwest of Lucy.(19)

gzginy. The 7th Infantry, a part of the 34 Division, was
behind the lines as Army Reserve, and application
wae made to General Degoutte, who had been pro=-

. moted to the command of the 6th French Army, for
the use of this regiment for six days. This
request was granted, and the 7th Infantry took

the place of two battalions of Marines, with one

(20) of their battalions scuth of Torey. (20) Under

Brigade

giarris instructions from the 21st French Corps Commander
age 48,

a slight change in the left of the Brigade sector
was directed., The following Field Order of the
Brigade was accordingly ilssued:

Headquarters, 4th Brigade,
Marine Corps, Am, E, F.
15 June 1918, 2Y39 psmewr

A o ——— ‘--_;xmﬂphm'am-.ﬁ-—..—p-—-.

L

i LD _ORDER
e HO,
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esches, exclusive, Chateau Belleau-forcy. =~ =" T

2. The front held by this Brigade is pro-
visionally modified by orders from the
Commanding General 21et (French) Army
Corps. The 167th (French) Division has
been ordered to temporarily occupy the
ridge running north from Hill 142, The
small valley between this ridge and the
ridge east of it will be exelusive to
this Brigade, The 7th U, S. Infantry
has been provisionally added to the 4 th
Brigade.

3, (a) The relief of the 3d Bn, 6th Marines
north of 142 by the 167th (French) Divi-
sion will take place the night of June
15-16, The 34 Bn. 6th Marines relieved
will take station in the wood about
130.0-259.5 a8 Division Reserve,

b) The 18t Bn, 7th Infantry will relieve
the 24 Bn. 5th Marines and 24 Bn. 6th
Marines as soon ag pessible afier dark to-
night. The 24 Bn, b6th Marines, when
relieved, will take station in the Bois
Gros Jean, north of the Paris Metz Road,
The 24 Bn. 5th Marines will take station
in the vicinity of Mery.

STl _-'.-h.l-" W
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(e) Orders will be given later for the dis-

position of the 24 Bn. and 3d Bn. 7th
Infantry.

(x) The Marine battalions which go to the
station vacated by the arriving 7th Inf,
battalions will exchange with them tenm-
porarily their transportation, rolling
kitchens, ration and water carts, etc.
Details of this temporary exchange will be
arranged by Battalion Commanders.

(y) Command passes when relief is com-
pleted,

(z) Artillery plans remain as ordered.

4, Trains remein in place.
5. Brigade end Regimental P.C.'s remain in

plece.
J. G. Harbord,
Brigadier General, N.A,

During the period the 7th Infantry occupied

part of the sector no changes of any importance were

made in the positions held.

relieved the 234 Company of the 6th M.G, Bn. (Brigadsz)

Company B of the 4th Divisional M.G. Bn,

—-for. a-few. daye-biginning -on the 19th. At noon June

G | P Y A SR, T T T R S T e YT TR ) S 8o e L T O ST R S, i PRI B R T 1

T epe— L R A R S PR RN AR PR —
= . - S R— T .
SRy -+ {.T. ¥ T% 1T 1, R 0 L1 W L1 E Y. P

Marine Corps, Am, E. F.
21 June 1918, Noon.

FIELD ORDER

KNo. 7.

1. The relief of the 7th Infantry from this
Brigade will be made June 21-22-23, 1918,
2, (a) The 3d Bn., 5th Marines to relieve the
1st Bn., T7th Infantry, night of June 21-22,
(b) The 34 Bn, 6th Marines to relieve the
2d Bn., 7th Infantry, night of June 22-23,
(¢) The 24 Bn, 5th Marines to relieve the
34 Bn., 7th Inf., night of June 23-24,
(d) Each Bn. 7th Inf, when relieved will
march to former station at or near MERY.
(x) Reliefs will take place as soon as

practicable after dark on nights indicated.

Command passes when relief is completed.
(y) Reconnoissance by Bn. and Ce¢, Comdrs,
during day pran:dinf entry into line,
3« Movements of 4th Brigsde preliminarv to
relief of 7th Inf.,:
(a) 34 Bn, 6th Marines to wood n.w. of

LUCY-1e-BOCAGE as Brigade Reserve, night of

June 21=22,

(b) 24 Bn, 5th Marines to BOIS GROS JEAN as

Division Reserve night of June 21-22; ¢o
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arrive in time to be of any aassistance. As our
troops approached or overran the enemy position,
the latter withdrew to alternate machine gun posi-
tions, in each case having another gun covering
such movement. One of our machine gun officers
estimated that there were sixteen machine guns in
the front of a2 single company. As the formation
of the ground, especially in the northern end of
the woods, lends itself so excellently to machine
gun defense these positions were most difficult to
reduce, The brush and trees were so thick that
movement could be made only with great difficulty;
men could pass within a few feet of each other un-
nntiaeﬁ, and it was almost impossible to exercise
coeuntreloeven oyer the-smullest -unids orwke..

e T T e
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support of all available fire pﬂwer and“ﬁaﬁ*ﬁntﬂg- ------

entirely upon surprise and the shock action of in-
fantry troops, obviously the attack did not succeed,
and no material progress was made.

After a conference of the Division Commander,
the Artillery Commander, the Regimentzsl and Battalion
Commanders another attack by the 34 Bn, S5th was
ordered on June 25, in acocordance with the following
memorandum issued to all members of the command:

"The 3d Bn 5th Marines will be withdrawn from
its present position to the X line 262 before three
o'clock tomorrow morning, June 25th., The artillery
will be free to fire from that hour anywhere north
of the line 262 as far east as the railroad and as
far west as the road with the double row of treee
which runs Just weat of the Bols de Belleau., It is
desired that the fire be intense enough from 3
o'clock on to prevent the entrance of any Germans
and that for a period of about an hour before 5 P.M,

— it ~85bk - il ho-mate e lansd e datanadiy. T8 will ..
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wood n.w. of LUCY-1e-BOCAGE as Brigade
Reserve, night of June 22-23.

(e) 24 Bn., 6th Marines to wood n.w. of
LUCY-1e-BOCAGE e3 Brigade Reserve, night
of 23-24.

(d) 1st Bn, 6th Marines to BOIS GROS
JEAN as Division Reserve, night of June
23=24,

(e) 1st Bn., 5th Marines to BOIS GROS
JEAN, night of June 23-24.

4. Medical and sanitary personnel of 7th Inf,
to be relieved with the bns. to which
attached, Regimental Surgeon and per-
sonnel of dressing station to be relieved
on night of June 23-24.

5. The utmost care will be taken to avoid
gerial observation in making the changes
required in this order.

6. The sector Bouresches, exclusive, Bois de
Belleau to roed with double row of trees
running N.E.-S5.W. near 133, inclusive,
will be the 5th Marine Sector under the
C.0. 5th Marines, The sector from west
1limit of 5th Marine Sector, exclusive,
to west limit of 2nd Div. Y. line 174
will be the 6th Marine Sector under the
C.0. 6th Marines, This division of Sec-
tors effective on relief of the 3rd Bn.
Tth Inf. night of June 23-24.

6 B A (5o s n.J:- " .Ea W&&Mwﬁa n&?ﬂl—juﬂ- *H&.Iwrﬂm;.ﬂ-n.-. e
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mente reported to the Brigade. Wire entanglements

were constructed through the woods and along its
eagtern edge, Tralls were cleared by support com-
panies to front lines for rapid movement of supports
to the front, but these trails were quickly filled
with fallen timber from constant shelling. Per-
sistent pressure was applied against the Germans in
the woods, and according to directions of the Brigade
Commander the 3d Bn, 5th Marines, with two companies
in assault and two in support, made an attack at
7:00 P. M, on the 234 without ertillery preparation,
it being impracticable to provide such support. It
was intended to use hand end rifle grenades, but the
carrying parties got lost in the wocﬂu and 4id not
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be the intention to follow the artillery preparation

by an attack with the 34 Bn, at 5 P.M. on the 25th.

The rate of advance of the infantry will not exceed

100 meters each three minutes, The objective of the

advance is the north edge of the Bols de Belleau,
"Harbord."

By this time the Brigade sector had been re-
duced to a reasonable limit and extended as follows:

Brigade Sector: The line running approximately
from 174.0=-263.4 to 175.,1=262.7 held by the Second
Bn.5th Regt. That part of the Bols de Belleau, with
the exception of the northern tip upon which the
attack was béing made, held by the 3d BEn. 5th Regt.
The line running approximately from 176.0-262.0 to
176.4=261.2 held by the 3d Bn. 6th Regt.

Battalions in Reserve: 24 Bn 6th (Brigade
Reserve) in Woods N.W. of LUCY, 1st Bn 5th ?ﬁiviaion
Reserve) and the 18t Bn 6th in the Bois Gros Jean.

At 5:00 P.M. the two assaulting companies
Jumped off from the line of departure, the 4%th Co.
on the right and the 16th on the left, with the 20th

and 45th Cos, in support. _The company on the right

B RV, A S i R s T T L P SR T * ray £ i b A ¥ Ml
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¥ bjective by seven o'clock, The 16th Co. on the left
made headwsy very slowly agailnst the most stubborn
resistance, and further advance was made possible only
by the success of the 47th Co. on the right which was
given orders to move to the left around the northern
edge of the woods, thereby encireling the enemy which
were holding up the 16th Co., The 20th Compmny was
ordered to ocoupy the edge of the woods on the right of
the 47th Company. The strength of the enemy positions
lay in their reinforced machine gun organization.
Prigoners captured said that ther all hed bheen '%0ld =nil

~mosft of them believed that Marines took no prisoners,
which thought compelled them to fight desperately for
thelr lives to the end., During the progress of the

action, it is interesting to ncte, the 4Jth-Cempmry Tae. .o unn

-thirty one-
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ported that they had surrounded about one hundred Ger-
mans who wished to give themselves up but that the
Germans' own machine guns shot into their midst as
they tried to surrender. Private Lenhert of the 16th
Company, who got ahead of the assaulting lines, cap-
tured seventy nine prisoners, including four officers,
single=handed, by his quick wit and ingenuity and
took them back to Brigade Headquerters without assis-
tance.

The fierce struggle in the woods continued until
nearly day-break when the Battalion Commander reported,
"the Woods now U.S. Marine Corps entirely". In this
attack seven officers and three hundred and two men of
the enemy were taken as prisoners. Also, nineteen
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captured, .

After nearly a month of continuous fighting the
Marine Brigade had finally taken the Woods. The Marines
had captured over eight hundred prisoners from six of
Germany's best divisions, nearly a hundred machine guns
and trench mortars, and had inflicted severe casualties
in the enemy ranks. The long struggle had finally
resulted in complete success.
Few if any other American engagements in the World
War have been deseribed more than the Battle of Belleau
Woods. It was a splendid test of Americen methods in
opsn warfare agalnst those of the Cermans, ° Our troops 7
proved their superiority and gained a strong tacticel
position with far greater loss to the enemy than to
(21) themselves, (21) Theoretically, the strong positions
""“iﬁﬁ?lgz-%mammwm Ampéssabie, dhd, "Pravtiontipy R o
eport, s e .
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~s@steral Orders of the French Army and by the “5%h French

would have been for any troops that hesitated in their
attacks., It was the vigor of the attacks which prompted
the German intelligence officer's report, captured later
by the French, which said: "The American 24 Division
may be considered a very good division, perhaps even an
assault division., The various sttacks of the two regi-
ments upon Belleau Woods were executed with dash and
intrepidity. The moral effect of our fire was not able
seriously to check the advance of the infantry. The
nerves of the Americans are not yet worn out."

The effect of the American viectory in Bellean
Woods on the Allied Armies and peoples was electrifying
a8 indicated by the flood of congratulations and messages

from all corners of the globe. The Brigade was cited in
I e ST T Y
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plimentary messages were received from Marshal Foch,
General Pershing, the French 3d Corps Commander, the 1st
Americen Corps Commander, the British Royal Marines, and
others, M. Clemenceau personally visited the Division
immediately after this victory for the purpose of con-
gratulating and thanking the Marine Brigade for their
achievements. Another spontaneous tribute from the
French was the order issued by the Army Commander offi-
clally changing the name of the Woods from "Bois de

Belleau" to "Bois de la Brigade de Marine™, which name

‘appeared on all officdial maps issued within four days

after the victory. (See "Appendix" for copies of ocita-
tiﬂnﬂi ﬂtﬂn]
From June 26 to July 5 there were no materisl- . -
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changes in the line. In accordance with Field Order

No. 10 of the Seoond Division the Fourth Brigade was
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relieved by the 524 Brigade of the 26th Division on
the night of July 5-6.

During all the operations herein desecribed,
the Brigade was commanded by Brigadier General James
G. Harbord, U.S.A. The Fifth Regiment was commanded by
Colonel W. C. Neville, U.S.M.C., the Sixth Regiment by
Colonel A. W. Catlin, U.S.M.C., until he was wounded,
when Lieutenant Colonel Harry Lee, U.S.M.C., took
command, and the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion by Major
E. B, Cole, until he was mortally wounded on June 10,
after which time Captain H, E. Major, Captain G, H.
Osterhout, and Major L. W. T. Waller commanded the
battalion in turn.

But great as was the victory it was not without
its terrible toll in life and 1limb., None but troops

W_H.W_‘ w7 o, RIS s Yo ., St MR- -, gl ¢ PR ”-“’;”gw.'."""' e 7

witn indomitabTe courage, determination and. mosaeeens soamm me— o
could have continﬁad under such trying circumstances,
consistently and successfully contesting all the ad-
vantages of terrain and position initially held by the

Germans. The casualties of the Brigade in these opera-

(22) tions were 126 officers and 5073 men, (22) Of this num-
Official

Report of ber,1026 were killed. (23)

Statistical

Section, The Marines had again upheld the highest traditions
Second Div.,

dated ] of their Corps but at this staggering cost. A quiet
Dec.1 14,

(23) 4. cemetery immediately north of the Bols de la Brigade de
MeClellan,

Page 42. Marine, now an American shrine, marks the 'final resting
place of ﬁha heroes whq gave their lives on this field
of honor, a purpctﬁal reminder of the valor of these
brave men, an inspiration to Marines who are still

carrying on, and a stronger call for the fulfillment

e 3 J e e e . g oy - B

of their Corps motto, "Semper Fidel
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM.

The purpose of the study of military history is
to analyze operations eritically with a view to deter-
mining why they are successful or unsuccessful and to
draw therefrom conclusions as guides for our future
conduet., It is not an easy task to find fault with
an operation which has been imminently successful. It
is indeed no less diffiecult, with all the information
at hand several years after the war, to ceriticise the
actions of n leader executed under the stress of battle;
the mission he has to perform, the information in his
possession at the time, and the actusl situation which
confronts the commander all affect his declisions. But,
finally, it is success in battle, the ultimate object
of all military training end operations, which con=-

= TR T—
Until June, 1515, the American I;EF. an untrieq -

(24)
Simonds,
Page 190,

Ally, had been passing through a period of testing. It
was because of the demonstration of the 18t Division
under the French at Cantigny, amd the unqualified success
of the 24 Division after a far ruder test at Belleau
Woods, confirming the impression that the Americans were
superior troops, reliable in any situation, that Marshal
Foch built his counter-offensive operations whieh brought
the war to a close within four months. (24)

If for no nthar.ruaunn than for the moral effect
upon her Army and people it was necessary that Germany
demonstreté her supremacy over the Americans, German
authorities had repeatedly asserted that the United

States could never get sufficient troops to France to

T e e i R, T — 1'“’% .H.E!.M* L i o e . il

ey e S0 g B S VRS Sam el me b AR



influence the war on the western front, and it was
necesgssary therefore that these new adversaries be
overwhelmingly defeated wherever they appeared on
the front, In consequence she exerted every effort
to gain victory in the front of the Fourth Brigade,
which had not only stopped her advance on Paris but
had counter-attacked and retaken important positions
geined. In sll,six of her best divisions, ineluding
some guards piaceﬂ in the lines to stop defeat were

in turn defeated by the Marines in the Belleau Woods

(25) sector during the month of June., (25)

Summary of

Information, An illustration of the importance which General
JU.':IE,191E.

Pershing placed upon the Battle of Belleau Woods is
indicated by his remark one night in June when he was

at Division Headquarters, and a message came in from

u--numnu-u-tinllnniﬂuihl!nl-hlﬁl1t:IinglI-gllﬁa-nﬂa:h-uannnnnaiuannum.ngﬁh.m.

B e B AT L HBE T AT L e T e , ne rose and said,
"Good-night, gentlemen; the Gettysburg of this war

(26) has been fought?! (24 )

Personal

Testimony, The "Battle of Belleau Wood", as it has been

gii;sgﬁ, officially called (27), was up to that time the biggest

giﬁ:i&ﬁ. battle for the United States since Appomattox and the

Pgiziing'a most considerable engagement Americen troops had ever

?E?;rgﬂff had with a foreign enemy. "Not in the Revolution, the

Page 10. Mexican War, or the Spanish conflict had as many soldiers

(28) | participated in a single engagement." (28) Bellesu

giggnig{ Wood formed a strategic position of enormous strength
4¢ the Gorman line and its cceupstion by the Marines
after many deays of fighting in the face of great odds
and in the roughest of country formed not only a
brilliant chapter in the history of the Marine Corps,

(290 Wuk an event of high importanoe to the whoie Westerm .. ..

Roosevelt . b picnarie
Report. TFromt.(29)
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"Po hold your line, attack the line of the
enemy=- on that prineiple the battle of Chateau
Thierry, possibly the turning point in the war,
(30) was won by American troops." (30) After taking
E:Egré4_ up a defensive position and stopping the German
drive one might question whether it was necessary
or proper to take any aggressive action in Belleru
Woods, since the mission in general was defensive.
"The Offensive™ is a prineiple of war but not
necessarily a principle of tactiecs. However, in
the situation which confronted the Commander early
in this operation, it was sbsolutely necessary that
he attack in order to deny to the enemy the woods
to his front which provided such an ideal position
o for a uoncentration of trqpps dangerously threaten-

AT o
ams
“k“ i ety et 8 —--u. P 0] L SO

which cantrclled the entire santion of the enemy “TTE;

Therefore, his decision to attack was correct.

The dispocition of the troops of the Brigade
might be criticized for its failure to provide organ-
izetion in depth; but it must be remembered that when
the Fourth Brigade tocok over the sector its front ex-
tended for a distance of over six milee, all of which
had to be defended against an enemy who was attacking
on ell parts of the line, With the asssignment of so
extensive & front, all of which had to be held at all
costs i because these troops alone stood between the
enemy ani Paris, and, with only four battalions avail-
able to the Brigade, it was impossible to organize the
line in greater depth.

_As was exparienced by so many, if not all, other

I aan W G N, i

e = ppgenlzations in the A, E, F,, in ‘the ﬂarlier atlacks

Bt i, I et 4t i

e

it waes found that sufficient time was not given for
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(31)
Personal
Testimony,
G&Pt. R
E. Xnapp,
UeS.M.0Cos

proper distribution of attack orders to subordinate
units. A notable example of this occurred in the
evening attack on June 6th when company commanders
did not return to their companies with the attack
order until fifteen minutes after zero hour. ( 31)

This necessarily caused a failure tn(??ﬁ@%%i&)

disseminate\¥ital information to subordinates and

to a degree limited the cooperation end concerted
effort of adjoining assault units, both of which
are so essential to suecess in battle.

The earlier attacks were not supported by all
the fire power at the disposal of the Commander; the
artillery support amounted to nothing, practieally,
but this is explained by the fact that sufficient

%MMWWWW‘“‘ s A

T

Palmer,
PEEE 205.

W L4 B L

1w e T T s s W - s — .

Regimental Machine Gun Companies, no elements of
which were attached to the infantry battalions, and
also the short time before zero hour that attack
orders were received, as above described, precluded
the most effecfive plan of fire support by this im-
portant weapon. In the earlier attacks battalion
commanders repeatedly called for the support of
howlitzer weapons which had not been ordered attached
to or in support of assault battalions and were too
far /in the rear to render timely assistance. During
the progress of the operations this faulty practice
was - corrected, Greatest dependence was placed upon
shock actinn instead of upon a combination of over=
nhalming fire power and shock nntion;

s i e by o =ikl e et e SO R R

T"Bos1s Beiig too Mastlly organizad, the sttack

'\-l-l—-l-c-h-r- F-F'l-mm"ﬁ.pﬁnw#ﬂr
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on the evening of June 6 might have been much less
complicated. Consisting in reality of two attacks,
the zecond depending entirely upon the success of
the first, the plan was not simple. It appears also
that the principle of "Economy of Force" was violated
in the disposition of troops for this attack. The
main objective and surely the decisive point in this
attack as planned was Belleau Woods, and to this

task was assigned one infantry battalion less one
company, that is, three infantry companies. This
three-company organization was given & front of about
1800 yards in attacking the strongest sector in the
enemy's defense. Meanwhile, the First Battalion, to
which had been attached two additional infantry com-

panies and two machine gun companies, remained in the

MR it 4 P A ————— S 78 P e . i
s " T e s L e T P, NP P e e T T

i 'wmmer MMFE‘WMMWW
possibility of the three companies mentioned above to
succeed in their phase of the attack, The eremy
strength in the woods may have been underestimated,
but there was nevertheless a failure to concentrate
superior numbers at the critical point of the attack
as ordered,
The attack on the night of June 234 without
artillery support of any kind depended almost entirely
upon the element of surprise for its success and failed
'as a result, It proved that success in battle depends
upon. the. proypexr. . employment and ecombination. of. sll the crmimenn
means available to a ¢ommander, On the other hand in
the attack on June 25, notwithstanding the intense
nrtillary preparation, the assaulting troops found the

------

i i T R e e o hee T RS IR S NV p————————

m,f,_ﬁ.m,”u,._.,anamw An force menning their battle positions., T% 1§ e
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true that the terrain lent itself ideally to the pro-
tection of the Germans during the artillery bombard=-
ment, but the fact wus proven that fire power alone
will not overcome an enemy.

These may be considered the faulty criticisms,
but the operations abound with illustrations of
masterly technique and the proper application of
tactical principles. These operations are a splen=-
did example of a case in which a commander decides
upon & loglecal plan of action and "sticks to it"
with unflinching determination until its accomplish-
ment,

In his final report, Ceneral-Pershing, after care-

ful and deliberate st of all the facts, and with the

e aee e 3881 8 Y810E OF awﬂ__“%{gf SEET L, T TETEUT e —SeeoRt - e
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Division # # # # early on the morning of June 1, was de=
Ployed across the Chateau Thierry-Paris Road near Mont=-
reuil-aux-Lions in a gap in the French line, where it
stopped the German advance on Paris. # # # # In the very
severe fighting in Belleau Woods and Bouresches the bdri-
gade met with the most desperate resistance by Germany's

(33) best troops.™ (33)

Pershing's

Final Re- To accomplish the task before the Brigade re-
port

Page 33. quired troops who were well led and of the highest

morale snd training. The courage and spirit of the

/ Marines who charged the machine guns in Belleau Woods
through annihilating fire has never been sirpassedq
in the annals of war. No military organization in the
world. it 1s believed, enjoys a greater Esprit de

vim chbre docy ke U S Mavns Larby.
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“which had to be uverunma, it was the morale of these
troops which carried them forward. This impresses one

s being the outstanding feature of these operations.
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Without discounting the value of the material aids

in combat, the maxim, "™ the moral is to the physical
as three is to one", is strikingly exemplified in the
conduet of our troops in this engegement.

The Second Division, in its treining and methods,
was distinetly an Americsn Division, with Ameriean
charactéristiaa and spirit, It was orgenized oversens,
under the command of a Marine officer, General Charles
A. Doyen, and during the many operations after Soissons
and until demobilization it was under the command of
General John A, Lejeune, U.S.M.C. It comprised forces
of the three branches of the service- Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps. Brigadier General James G. Harbord, an

Army officer, commanded the Fourth Brigade,Marines,

during the Battle of Belleau Woods., Attached to and
XS Lk R e S I TR ST
s and men, Detachments of the SIFNAT COTTE 5 STVLMT Wi rhemmrane
the several battalions throughout the engagement dis-
played the highest degree of coursge and endurance,
Companies of engineers were attached to the regiments
at various times during the combat and deserve great
praise for the fighting efficiency and bravery of their
men, The medical personnel of the Brigade was of the
Navy. The success of the operation is a monument to the
teamwork demonstrated by the officers and men of the
three branches of the service constituting the Brigade,
and the Marine Brigade itself as part of an Army Divie-
sions. No better example of cooperation can be found
" R in the history of the war than that displayed in this

organization,
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LESSONS AND CONCLUSIONS.

The history of every wer teaches us that
ultimate success is not bound to any certain
form of tactics or strategy, that the greatest
victories are gained by the commander with capac-
ity to design those lessons of past experience
which apply in a given situation and to perceive
those lessons which must be modified to meet new
conditions and those prinetples of combat which
mast be discarded altogether. However, each war
and each individusl engagement is more or less
characferized by its own manner in the application
of certain military prineiples, The Battle of

Bellezu Woods i1s the first operation of considerabdle

magnituﬁe in the war in which American tactics of

FR A o | e e,
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aiatent offensive spirit and determination to conguer,

The unusual sight of the retreating French
Army during our entry into this sector made a deep
impression on attentive observers, As the basis of
our training is the attack, naturally this other
possible phase of combat is not stressed, bdbut it is
well for officers to give it thoughtful consideration.
A successful retreat or withdrawal when forced by hard
pressing superlor forces requires the highest skill
in command,

The telling effect of the superior marksmenship
of the Marines displayed in every encounter with the
enemy indicates the importance of this phase of our
training.

Operations in open warfare mnd especially those

"-—Hﬂ"-
g m -q-—--._u-—-——-—- BT e e W g i it
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(34)
Fleld Ser=
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in heavy woods where constant communication between
and. control over groups,or even individuals, is im-
rossible, places such individuals in many instances
absolutely upon their own initiative. The value of
this military quality of initiative was exhibited to
e marked degree in the close fighting in Bellesu
Woods.

"Infantry fighting power rests upon the basis
of morale. Superior morale furnishes the impulse
that cerries the infentry forward in attack and the
staying power that holds it to positions in defense,"
(34) It was morale which had an overwhelming influence
in the success of the operation.

The U, S. Marine Corps is an integral part of the

Havr with certpin recognized missions to perform in

T g
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tinn in which we found uursalv&a upon entaring the. wur,
the President of the United States ordered certaih units
of the Marine Corps detached from the Navy for duty with
the Army. Such employment of this highly trained and
experienced force was, in its broadest sense, the proper
application of the principle of war, "Economy of Force",
Thiz course has not been uncommon in our history, and,

as in the past, we may expect to see it repeated in any
future war. An Army General commanded the Marine Brigade
in the Battle of Belleau Wood; the World War also saw
Marine officers commending Army Divisions, and, in fact,
officers of each corps or branch of the service command-
ing elements of others. This ¢xﬁerience prnmntea a better
understanding of the characteristies of all branches, their
powers and limitatinnu, th&ir relntinnahip to one lhother

i S ..p..._..,_ -ro.-nv-nr i
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andl to the whole, and encouraged a greater mutual sym-
pathy and apprecietion among the several branches of
the service., Each Corps or separate branch of the
gervice has 1ts own particular mission and responsi-
bilities in the fundamental plan of national defense.
Although erch branch must have its special form of
training peculiar to its own requirements, there must
be agreement in those doetrines which are essential

to the success of a combined force, all under the

prineiple of war, "Simplicity"™.

A maie R T W el T TR T e R e ——" e T e
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CHART OKE
ORGANIZATION
THE FOURTH BRIGADE OF MARIRES. "3

The Fourth Brigade of United States Marines was come
posed of the Fifth and Sixth Regiments of Marines, and
the Sixth Machine Gun Battelion of Marines as follows:

Fifth Regiment.,

First Battalion, Second Battalion, Third Battalion,
17th (A) Company. 18th (E) Company., 16th (I) Company.
49th (B) Company. 43rd (F) Company, 20th (X) Company,
f6th (C) Company, 51st (G) Company, 45th (L) Compuny,
A7th (D) Company. 55th (H) Compeny. 47th (M) Company.

€th Machine Gun Company.
Supply Company.
Headguarters Company.

2ixth Regiment.

First Battalion., Second Battalion., Third Battelion.
74th (A) Company. 78th (E) Company. £2nd (I) Company.
75th IB} Company. 79th (F) Company. Eﬁrd (K) ﬂampanr.

AT . g U CQUDANT,. £0th.(G). Compg
e .,,m'l. m ; : oy

U ”}wiJvnqhiuauﬂvﬂnﬂnmpaﬂ R e S S

Supply Company.
Headquarters Company.

Sixth Machine Gun Battalion.

15th (A) Company. 77th (C) Company.
23rd (B) Company. f1st (D) Company.

e S i Ty g e LR i D i s e = 5 e G ”
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APPENDIX,

CITATIORS AND COMMENDATIONS,
The order changing the name of Bois de Bellenu

resds as follows:

VI ARMEE, ETAT-MAJOR,
su Q.G.A., le 30 JUIN,1918,
6930/2.)
CRDER. (Translation)

In view of the brillient conduct of the 4th Brigade »f
the 2nd U.S5.Division, which in a apirited fight took
BOURESCHES and the important strong point of BOIS DE BELLFAU
stubbornly defended by & large enemy f-rece, the General
Commanding the VIth Army orders that henceforth, in all
officlal papers, the BOIS DE BELLEAU shall be named
"BCIS DE LA BRIGADE DE MARINE",

Division General DeGOUITE
Cormanding VIth Army
(Signed) DEGCOUTTE.

The second recognition by the Freneh of the

Morines' work in the Chetesu-Thierry sector were the

Pt

-

GefePF 1IN Thigf-uf-ble- Aveniman Txneditionery Forces in
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Frence, by the Commanding General in Chief of the french
Armies of the North-and'North-West, in Army Orders.
ORDER. (Translation)

The Fourth Brigsde., American.
under the Command of Brigadier General G.Harbord, consist
ing of the 5th Regiment Marines, Commended by Col.Wendell
C.Veville,6th Regiment Marines, Commanded by Col.Albertus
W, Catlin,fth Machine Gun Battelion, Commanded by Major
Fdward B, Cole:

Was thrown in battle on & front violently attacked by
the enemy, Immediately from the start proved iteself an ex-
cellent organization, From the beginning vhen it entered
the line, and in liaison with French Troops, broke a vio-
lent enemy attack on an Important point of the position,
and on its own initiative undertook & series of offensive
operations., In the course of these operations, owing to
the brilliant coursge, vigor initiative and tenacity of
these men, who 414 not let themselves be stopped by fatigue
nur-oy-thelir lcgeer, owing to the activity and energy of
its officers and at last to the personul action -of i%a... . . .
chief, General James G. Harbord, the 4th Brigade has ssen
ite efforis crowned with succesa., In close lisison with
each other, ite two Regiments and its Mechine Gun Battalion
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2nd to the 13th of June 19 § over a very diffiecult area,
a progress varying from 1500 to 2000 Metres on a four
kilometre front capturing over 500 prisoners, inflieting
on the enemy considerable losses by teking from him two
points of support of first importance, the village of
BOURESCHES, and the fortified "BCIS de BELLEAU."

G.H.Q. the 22 of October 1918,
The Commander in Chief.
Signed: PETAIN,

French civilian sentiment expressed itself in the
following letter from the Mayor of Meaux and Resolution
from the assembled mayors of the Meaux District(Arrondis-
sement). This letter snd the resolutiocns were published on
July 10, 1918, in General Orders No.43, of the Second Div-
ision "as indicating the appreciation of the efforts of the
Second Division by the French inhsbitants for our shere in
stemming the recent German advance in this sector.™

Meaux, June 26, 1918,
General: On behalf of all the Magors of the Meaux Distriet
(Arrondissement),zascmbled yesterday. in cangreas at.the oltyp—-—-
hell, T have the honor to send you herewith a copy of the

resolution they have taken in order to pay Eﬂmﬁsiﬂtnuﬁhﬁ-ﬁnhhnﬂyﬂﬂnn
o M vy oo v R ete €5 WA o1V gl L1020 (6158

comEn-Eht ?“"‘rhﬂf

The eivilian population of this part of the country will ...~
neves-feras b—-thatthe tegtnmifg of "this month of June, when
their homes were threntened by the invader, the Second Division
victoriously stepped forth and succeeded in saving them
from impending danger.

I am personally happy to be able to convey to vou this
modest token of their thankfulmess and I am, General,

Yours, respectfully,

. (Signed) G.Iugol,
Mayor of Meaux, Depute de Seine et Marne.

Voted in a Congress of the Mayors of Meaux Distriet on
the 25th of June, 1918,

The mayors of the Meaux distriect, who were eye-witnesses
to the generous and efficacious deeds of the American Army
in stopping the enemy advance, send to this Army the heart-
felt expression of their admirstion and gratefulness,

(Signed?rﬂ.nugul.
President of the Commlttee.
Meaux, June 25, 1918,

COMMENDATION OF CORPS COMMANDER,
Gemeral Grders No. 39, June 17, 1918, of the Second
Division reads as follows:

1., The Commanding General takes great pleasure and is
much gratiflied to publish to the command the following

A extraet from a letter from the Corps der,. LOMNEDRAm o e aiae 15
PR “"%T;:hﬁnmﬁttmt'rm_ th "ﬁﬁh‘ﬁ%%m*ﬁh T i et =
RER LN (o ARBE - von i

"The movements and nparation; uf t.ha 2d Division from
May 318t to date have been followed by the Coryps
Commander with great pride and satisfaction. During this

-forty eight-



period the Division has not only accomplished 'a
successful march', including forced end night marches
under extremely ﬂiffieult conditions, but has repelled
concentrated attacks delivered by a highly trained
enemy and has counter-attacked with signal and un-
varied success, Only trained and well-led troops of
high morele could accomplish so much in so short a
period of time with relatively small losses.

"Please convey to the soldiers and officers of
your command my keenest appreciation and heartiest
congratulations.”

COMMENDATIONS OF GENERAL PERSHING.

A copy of the following telegram from General Persh-
ing, adressed to the Commending Genersl, Second Divi-
sion, referring to the attacks on June éth was received
at Brigade Headquarters on June 9th:

"Please accept for the Division ahd convey to Briga-
dier General Harbord and the officers and men under him
my sincere congratulations for the splendid conduct of
the atteek on the German lines north of Chateau-Thierry.
It was a magnificent example of American courage and
dash. Pershing.”

-~ The Commanding Generaiy-So tRa~Blrberony Ar ESMWgeds™
A O —— ing the above telegrar.s 23NE T il

the £ollowing endorsement:

™ ]
"

"The Division Commander takes this occasion to renew
his expression of gratifiecation over the fine conduet
of all units of the Division during the past week,"

General Order No, 13, Fourth Brigade of Marines, June
30, 1918, reads as follows:

"The Brigade Commander takes the keenest pride and
pleasure in publishing to the command the correspondence
which appears below. In addition the Americen and Frend
Corps Commanders, and the Commanding General, 24 Division
(Regular) have personally called and expressed their
pride and satisfaction in not only the events referred to
in this correspondence, but in the achieveménts of the 4th
Brigade, U.S. Marines, A.E.F., throughout this month of
practically continuous fighting. The Brigade has been
fortunate in rendering this service at a fateful moment
of the war, It is believed that the history of the U.S,
Marine Corps will write the 'Bois de Belleau', 'Bour-
esches' and "Hill 142' on the teblets whieh already agrry
Pripoli, Mexicqo, China and other names immortalized in .
our traditions,

"By command of Bripgadier General Harbord,
"H. LAY,
O e o R g "Ma jor, ARVNGRRY
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June 29 1913
From: Chief of Staff, 1st Army Corps. :

Tot Commanding General, 24 Division, American . F.
Sub jeet: Reocent aparntionur
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1. The following communication has just been received
from the Commander=-in-Chief:

"Commending General FPirst Army Corps, A.E.F., Le Ferte.

"Please congratulate in my name those officers and men
who took part in the action in the Chateau-Thierry region
on the afternoon of June twenty-fifth when two hundred
forty prisoners and nineteen machine guns were captured

from the enemy. "Pershing
1

"General".

2. The Corps Commander will extend these congratula-
tions in person this date.

3, The Corps Commander desires that in addition to
his personal action, the foregoing congretulations of
the Commander=in=Chief be extended by you with a view
to insuring that the interests and satisfaction of

higher authority may reach all concerned,
MALIN CRAIG,

Chief of Staff.

1st Ind.
Hdqrs. 2nd Division, A.E,F., 29th June, '18-To C.G.,
4th Brigade,

. 1., The Division Commenier takes great pride in trans-
mitting the dbove and in again expressing his thanks and
ratulations to the officers and men engeged in the

A i
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telegram, from the Commander=-im=ghi-f, _rasgh all officers g
and men who took part in this drilliant action. ik i

PRESTON BROWN,
Colonel, General Staff,

Chief of Staff,

ik o

CONGRATULATICNS OF GENERAL PERSHING
AND GENWERAL FOCH,

Brigadier General Harbord issued the following order
to the Fourth Brigade on June 9,1918:

The Brigade Commander takes pride in announcing that
to the Commander-in-Chief's telegram of congratulation
to the 4th Brigade published in an endorsement from the
Divigion Commander dated June 9th, General Pershing has
today visited Piviesion Headquarters and sent his personal
greetings and congratulations to the Marine Brigade. He
also added that General Foch, Commander-in-Chief of the
Allied Armies in France, especially charged him this
morning to give the Marine Brigade his love and con-
gratulations on their fine work of the past week.
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COMPLIMENTS CF THE TWENTY-SIXTH DIVISION,
‘. . The following communication was received June 12,
1978, by the Fourth Brigede from- the-Seoend Division:.
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The Division Commander takes pleasure 1ﬁ aeﬁding
you a copy of the following letter received todey:
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succeeded in opening for their advance upon Paris-
had already turned the tide of battle back toward the
frontiers of France and begun the rout that was to
save Furope and the World, Thereafter the Germans
were to be always forced back, back; were never to
thrust successfully forward again, # # #

PREMIER CLEMENCEAU COMMENDS

During the latter part of June, 1918, Premier
Clemenceau visited Second Division Headquarters for
the purpose of congratulating and thanking the Marine
Brigaede for their achievements. The newspapers of
this period contained full accounts of this visit., 1In
an indorsement to the First Army Corps, American Ex-
peditionary Forces, Major General Bundy, on June 29,
1918, stated as follows:

"M, Clemenceau was informed of the gallant and
successful work of the Fourth Brigade and wes invited
to visit the Brigade Commander whieh the shortness of
his stay prevented. # # # It is desired that it be
brought to the ettention of M. Clemenceau that the
Division Commander and all others who have knowledge
of the subjeect are unatinted in their words of praise
of the gallant conduct of the Fourth Brigade in the
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COMPLIMENTS OF FRENCH THIRD ARMY CORPS.
General Order No, 12, Fourth Brigade, June 26, 1918,
reads as follows:

The Brigade Commander takes the keenest pride in pudb-
lishing to the Brigade the following messages from the
Commanding Generals 3rd Army Corps (French) and the 2nd
Division, A.E.F, (reguler), regarding the engagement at
the the north end of Bois de Belleau on the night of
June 25-26, 1518,

"11125 Pelly= June 251. 1915-

"From the Staff, 3rd Army Corps (French), to the Staff,
2nd Division, U.S.

"The Commanding General, 3rd Army Cérps, sends to the
Commanding General, 2nd Division, U.S., his compliments
for the very fine success won by the Commanding General
4th Brigade. He begs him to transmit them to the infantry
:zgupa and artillerymen who cooperated in this splendid

cess.

"To the C. G., 4th Brigade, with the compliments of the
Division Commander"”.

The organizaticns participating in the artillery pren-
aration were the 12th and 171k U.S5. Fleld Artillery and
the French Groupement Gouvy. The unit that made the
attack was the 3rd Battalion, 5th Regiment, U.S. Marines,

THE COMMENDATIOR OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER.

l:fiﬁdéﬁé?ii;ﬂnaéhh;Hn;,QL;”E&qu& Diviston, July 10, 19718,

reads 'as follows:
1. After more than e month of contimuous fighting, the
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Headquarters, 26th Division,
Am, E, F., 10 June 1918,
Mz jor General Omar Bundy,
Second Division,
American Expeditionary Forces.
Dear Bige:

Accept the congratulations of the 26th Division
as well as those of its commander for the fine work of
the Second Division., We are all proud of you,

Cur compliments to your brigade commanders and
colonels.,

Faithfully yours,
C. R« Edwards.

HEARTY CONGRATULATION OF THE BRITISH MARINES,

General Order No, 14, Fourth Brigade, July 5, 1918,
reads a3 follows:

The following telegrem and reply thereto are pub-

lished for the information of the Erigade:

Received at: London Jul 4 18

Brigadier General Hdqrs Marine Brigaﬂe

s -~ ~La-Ferte Svus-Jouarres - - e

On behalf of the Royal Marines I send you and all ranka

& thantelt 8-l Flady 8 Beailpbripe oo AT e S500e 0P alend D Lied. SCRumwran v
“‘ﬂgbm!u&uﬁ&“rwﬂﬁr"*ﬂr-mwwgﬂuﬁumﬁwquﬁuntquyuﬂhwv!uimﬂu-w----
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TmnmEn T DavVid MeYér, Major venefal, Ad jutant General T
Royal Marines, Lanﬂnn. :11 p.m,

Headquarters, Fourth Brigade,
Marines, Am, E, F.
5th July 1918,
My dear General Myer:

I acknowledge the receipt of your congratulatory tele-
gram of July 4th, and thank you on behalf of the 4th
Brigade, U, S, Marines, for your good wishes. The wish
of the Royal Marines for closer relations between our two
Corps finds an echo in our hearts. It has given me great
pleasure to publish your telegram to my Brigade, and to
forward a copy to our Major General Commandant in America,
who speaking in behalf of the whole U, S. Marine Corps,
will no doubt concur in our thanks and good wishes to you
and the Royal Marines,

Sincerely yours,
J. G. HARBORD,
Brigadier-General, N.A.,
Commanding.
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COMMENTS OF PRESIDENT WILSON,

President Wilson, in presenting the Peace Treaty and
the League of Nations to the Eenate. upoka. on July 1ﬂ,
1919 in purt as follnwl'
That firat.narerntamhanfavgutten nctian-at ﬂhatuau- "“_m““
ﬁhierry had already taken place. Our redoubteble Soldiers
and Marines had already closed the gap the enemy had
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divisicn has been withdrawn from the first lines, It
is with inexpressible pride and satisfaction that your
commander recounte your gleorious deeds on the field of
battle.

2, In the early days of June, on a2 front of twenty
kilometres, after night marches, and with only the re-
serve retions which you cerried, you stood like z wall
against the enemy advance on Peris. TFor this timely
action you have received the thanks of the French people
whose homes you seved, and the genercus praise of your
comrades in arms.

3., Since the orgenizetion of owr sector, in the face
of strong opposition, you have advanced your lines two
kilometres on a front of eight Xilometres. You have en-
gaged and defeated with great loss three German divislons,
and have occupied the important strong points of the
Belleau Woode, Bouresches, and Vaux. You have taken about
fourteen hundred prisoners, many machine guns, and much
other material. The complete success of the infantry was
made possible by the splendid cooperation of the artillery,
by the ald end assiatance of the engineer and signal
troops, by the diligent, watchful cere of the medical and
gupply services, and by the uncecsing work of a well-
trained staff, All elementa of the division have worked
together in perfect harmony as a great machine, Amid the
dengers and trials of batile, every officer and every man
has de» *t, Let the stirring deeds, JT& NALD 2rerer vmasirars

T g AL P U™ 3T I ﬁ%ﬁ“thg past month remain ?E%ever
‘a bright spét in our liistory, Let the sacred memory of
o s s s o TETTRA T CofirddEs” SPUT Us onl to renewed efforts to add
to the glory of American arms.

- - - = e - - - e

e i, S—

R LRt SR

INTERROGATORY BY THE INTELLIGENCE EFFICER OF
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE 7TH ARMY OF
AMERICAN PRISONERS CAPTURED IN THE
SECTOR BOURESCHES, FROM 6TH to 14TH,
JUNE, 1918, Number 3528,
COMBATIVE VALUE:
The 2nd American Division must be considered a very
good divielon; even an attack division.
The different attacks of the two regiments on the BOIS
DE BELLEAU were executed with courage end dash, The moral
effect of our rire could not seriously stop the edvance of
the infantry; the morale of the Americans has not yet been
sufficiently tried,
The personnel of the troops must be regarded as remark-
able. They are very healthy men, physically well built,
from 18 to 28 years of age, who at the present time lack
only proper training to make them very serious adversaries.
The esprit of the troops is fresh and naively econ®ident.
The statement of one prisoner iz vharacteristic: "We =~~~
kill or we are killed", 4 # # # # #
HDR%LE:
n general the prisoners meke a good impression; th
have a wide-awake air. 2 2 v
i?:r ;huimumagttﬁha%iutéll consider the war from the ]
polnb 01 vaew or the Dig Drother who 18 coming fo.the. adde - ac..cs-
o ey, ke g etibg gy ent Bfﬁﬁhdrignnﬁ'iihture nnﬁ'wﬁﬁ ﬁgqaﬁnﬁlfﬂd e
e e @Y GPFWRere A0 A friendly. mannor.-- -Skeir- feelings, howavey
have a certain moral basis; the majority of prisoners, ex-
plaining this with an understandable simplicity, declared
that they came to Furope to defend their country.# # # #
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