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Yen Horn, R. O. "Pereonal Letter"

Colonel Van Horn commanded the 9th Infantry
during the period November 1-11, 1918. He
personally ordered the firet night march on
Boig de Belval. Hie letter and the overa-
tione of the 9th Infentry in the official
recorde are very similer. His information
ig undeniably correct.

Mattefeldt, Capnt.C.C. "Recorde of the Second Divieion
Compiler (Regular)" (8 Volumes and Atlas)

A work of nearly ten years compilation of

. » 3 orders and renorts by unite of the Second

{lorisrmogoupeny. The most accurate record of the
company available.

New York Times "Wovember, 4th, 1823,
Magazine
An article written on the second night march.
Baeged on a letter written to the author by
Lt. Colonel lfile C. Corey, who led the

march. An accurate account.
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ORIENTATION

Cn October 10th, 1918, the 9th Infantry was

oo relieved from the Champagne Sector after ten days
o M1~ of fighting. (1) The regiment had suffered many
casuvalties among both officer and enlisted nerconnel.
Every indication pointed to a trip back to one of
our femous "rest" areas for replenishment of equinment
and to secure and train replacements. On Qctoher
14th orders were issued for a movement to Courtisols-
Queéf,} Subeequent orders issued finally ovlaced the
rééiment in a reeerve nosition behind the 4&d Divi- i
gion which wae located in the vicinity of Sommerance.
About a third of a mile to the north wae a strongl&
intrenched German pogition which had given consgider-
able difficulty to the troons trying to overcome it.
The Sth Infentry as nart of the Second Divieion had
been selected as the spearhead of the attack asgainst
this strong position. The regiment was commanded by
Colonel R. 0. Van Horn, an officer of the old school,
Lt Colongyf%. Corey, another old regular officer,
wae second in command of the regiment. Battalion
commanders were officers of lesg than two years
gervice. Company commandere had about the same ser-
vice a8 their battalion commandere. The enlisted
men were part regulars, part National Guard, and

part drafted men.

BEFORE THE ATTACK

October 28th, 1918. Officers and men of
Company ﬁH", 9th Infantry, 24 Divieion,are assenbled

s A
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in some woode a mile south of Exermont. The
strength of the company ie three officers and some
two hundred =2nd seventeen enlisted men. Their
battle experience variee from the 0ld soldier who
had participated in every action with the regiment
since the Boxer Rebellion to the untried draftee
who firet donned a uniform in a concentration camp
in the United States some eix weeke before. There
were eoldiere in this outfit from every branch of
the white race. Soldiers who in the heat of battle
had demongtrated their leadershin and courage to the
highest degree. Soldiere who followed their leaders
without question. Soldiere whose courage had been
questioned, and who had to be driven forward in the
face of enemy fire. ©oldiers who were so noorly
trained that they had to be taught to take the canvas
covers from their rifles. Soldiers who thought ar-
tillery "duds" were the same cannon balle that
ornamented the lamms of their court houses back home.
One of the officers, a Lieutenant, who, a few days
previous had brought replacements to the regiment
wae technically absent without leave from hisg regi-
ment in the service of supplies. However, an
officer or soldier at that time who went absent
without leave in the right direction was commended
rather than condemned. It was my vrivilege to be
second in command of the company and later to command
it.

' A general officer, under whom the Second

Division is to operate, has caused the officers and
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men of the Second Beattalion, I"inth Infantry, to be
aceembled for a talk. After praising the splendid
record of the regiment in wars vast and oresent he
leads up to the impending battle and says in substence:
"Good eoldiere never get tired. They can alwaye
advance another gtep and fire another shot. The divi-
sion which you are to relieve here hasgs failed in ite
miseion. You are to carry on where thie division hae
failed. Do not expect relief or ask for it. Do not
expect your rations on time as they orobably will not
arrive. You are members of one of the greatest divi-
siong of the American Army. I have great confidence
in your success. I know you will not fail. Goodby!
I'1l see some of you when you get back." With a
(8) Voi. 2 farewell salute the general stepped into hie limousgine
Sk and left ue to ponder on hie words in our fox-holes
in the woods. (Recorde of the Second Division do
not contain any formal fiefgzgzsued by the Ninth
Infantry for the attack on November lst, 1218. Col-
onel R. 0. Van Horn, the Regimental Commander was
acting in a dual capacity as Brigade and Regimental
Commender at the beginning of the action.
The Divigion Field Order (4S) was issued at
7:00 AN on Qctober 31, 1918 and, under paragraph 3

(i) aesigned the regiment as part of the resgerve to

(3) Vol. 2 follow the "4th Brigade st about one (1) kilometer,
Fo. 49 -
R.8.D, occupying succeseive covered positions." The Divieion

orders also permitted unites of the reserve to adont
such formations snd follow such routes as would best

a : protect it from hostile fire. (3)

RN P
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A G-3 memorandum from Divieion Headquarters,
dated October 31, 1918 announced "D" day as
November let, 1218 and "H" hour as 5:30 AM, (4)
gufficient covies of F. 0. No 49, iscued by the
Division, were furniehed to give copies to Regimental
commanders. The Brigade Field order asesigned the 9th
Infantry the miseion of following the 8th Marines at
sbout one (1) kilometer, in column of battalions
echeloned in depth. &pecial emphasis was stressed
in the Brigade order, on the protection of the flanks.
(8) .
Vemory fails me ae to the issuance of the
battalion order for the attack. However, I do re-
member that officers and noncommissioned officers
of the company had ample opnortunity, on the after-
noon of October 3lst, to study the map on which were

ghomn our initial jump-off posgitions and our objec-

tives.

MOVEMENT TO JUMP-OFF POSITIONS

On October 3lst, under cover of darkness, the
company left the wooded area south of Exermont and
proceeded in column of twos to its jump-off posi-
tion which wae southeast of Sommerance. Fox-holes
were dug during the night for protection against
enemy fire. It was a night without much sleeping
due to dampness, cold and shelling. Men and officers
were on edge and there was much talking and asking
of questions. (6)

At 3:30 AM on the morning of November lst our

artillery and machine guns started a two hour barrage
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in' with the rest of the battalion remaining in this

prescribed by Divieion orders. (7)

At 5:30 AM the company formed for the advance
as the right leading company of the Second battaslion
which was the reserve battslion of the 9th Infantry.
The company occupied a frontage of 500 meters form-
ing on the south gide of Sommerance-Romagne Road.
The formation taken wes two platoong in depth with
platoons in line of combat groups. During the period
before the actual advance of the comnany enemy artil-
lery wes interdicting the rear areas. !Many shells
fell in the company area but caused no casualties.

THE FIRST DAY

The company started its advance at 8:15 AlM ~nd
moved steadily north until 2:00 PM. There was very
little shell fire during this neriod and there were
no casualtiee in the company. The Marines at 2:00
PM "landed" on their objective, "had the situation

well in hand", and had "dug in". We had reached &

poeition of the road esoutheast of Chenery had "dug ﬂké-
RO i i /‘—"—N

position during the night of November let and the

next day. (9)
THE FIRST NIGHT MARCH

At 8:00 PM November 24 the regimental commender
gent the following field meegsage to the commanding
officer of the Second Battelion:

U.8. Army Field NMessage

From: CO. Sth Inf. How 8ent:
At: Bayonville Parson
Date: 2 November 18 Hour 8:00 PM.

'1. The enemy ig in full retreat.
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8. Thie division pursues. This regiment covering
the right half of the division eector advances
to heights north and west of Nggarf forming for‘h
attack in the following order - lst Bn, 2d Bn,
and 3d Bn.

3. The 2d Bn will proceed by marching with prover
gecurity by the most convenient route to woodsg
304-7.3.

4. All other detaile mg per verbal orders.

5. This P. C. stande fast.

Van Horn

Colonel (10)

What caused the regimental commander to issue
such an order to hie regiment? Had he made a
proper estimate of the situation or had he blindly
ordered his troops to advance in column along a
road through the enemy 1lines to be ambusghed? FHig
firet orders were to relieve the lMarine Brigade on
outpost in the front. Orders issued later in the
day changed theee to an attack at 5:30 Al on the 3d
of November. The jump-off line was degignated as
the "Divieion Exploitation Line" (N ousrt-Fosse).
This line was nearly two (2) miles in front of the
Marine outpoets. The enemy wes holding in front,
Terrain to the front was not known except that it wase
broken and wooded. Movemente had to be made after
dark. If battle formations were taken troope would
not arrive in time for the jump-off, and when they
did arrive they would not be in condition to attack.

The answer to the wiedom of Colonel Ven Horn'e

-8B
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Map 1
Cverlay
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decieion will be seen later. (11)

At 8:30 PU November 3d the company was formed
and marched in column of equade with the rest of
the 2d Battalion until the arine outposts were
passed when we formed column of twos. At this time
the 1lst Battalion of the regimenﬁga wae leeding the
march and acting ae the adﬁgnggméuard. The march
waes made without any unuesval incidents occurring
until we arrived at a point on the road leading into
Nouart. At thie point we were shelled by an enemy
one vounder crew which apparently guessed but knew
little of our movement during the night. While
there were quite a few shells dropning in the vicinity
we suffered no casualties until the"jump-off." (12)

DAYLIGHT OPERATICONS ON NOVEMBER 24

#

At daylight the company was formed in combat Y
southfof

e
Nouart agd advancing overland to a vosition north-

groups and at 7:00 Al left the woods

west of Champy Haut. At thie time the Second Bat-
talion was in support of the Firet Battalion. German
registance was beginning to stiffen. We were begin-
ning to get a few casualties and pick up prisoners.
fechine gunners were beginning to come out of their
holes and fire into our flanks. Those that could

be etilled without halting our advance were onut

out, others were left to unite in rear and on the
flanks. German prisoners were bewildered. We had
been last spotted the day before nearly five mileg

to the southwest. Enemy artillery was pounding the
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back areas where they estimated that we would jump-
off in the morning. We took prisoners, going to the
rear, who believed that they would be egafe from caon-
(33 ). Vol 7 ture, at leest until the following evening. (13)
At 10:00 A we had reached a nosition on high
ground south of Boie de Belval and west of Champy-
Bas where we met a determined resistance which
definitely stopned our advance for the day. OQur
artillery apparently wes having difficulty keeping
up with us as we were getting no artillery support.
A bettery of German 77'e was sniping at us from the
south edge of the woods. Orders were given for
Company E to deploy on the right of the First Bat-
telion as there was & fairly large gap between our
line end the' 82th Division operating on our right.
On going into position we were told to dig in which
we did without any loss of time. Boie De Belval
seemed to be filled with machine gung. It was some
time around noon before our artillsry was register-
ing on the south edge of Boieg De Belval. As soon
ag it did there was a noticeable slackening of
machine gun fire but the 77'e eniped at ue all day.
We had many casualtieg in this vosition, most of
them being from artillery fire. To make matters
yworese, at 3:00 P, friendly artillery began to fall

ghort and caused some casualties in the company.

Aﬁ}( o The only balm connected with thie was that we could
gee our artillery liaison officer having a bad time

3' (14) Vol 7 trying to dodge hie own shells end those of the enemy.

' R.8.D,

. 1%
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AN ESTIVMATE OF TEE SITUATION

Let ue study for a moment tle terrain which
would evidently be the next days objective of the
9th Infantry. The attack would be due north
through Boie de Belval, which, et thie point is
more than three miles in depth. About a mile from
the south edge of the woods we find a pool or lake

(15) H.Y.T. about half a mile in diameter. (15) &maller ponds
are found slightly to the south. Numerous streams

Map No 1 are to be found flowing through the woods. There
Overlay 3

ig only one road leading north available to the 2th
Infantry in its zone of action and many roads running
perpendiculer to this road. To follow the road to
the north meant & march of five miles. We knew from
the bitter experience of the Marine Brigade at Belleau
foode where they had suffered 500C caesualtiee in June,
that a daylight attack through RBois de Belval was to
be no eaey task. Again it wae necessary for Colonel
Van Horn, the regimental commander, to come to a
decision to reach his next day'e objective. He had
previously pointed out that if any time waeg allowed
to organize Bois de Belval defensively, that a great
delay and loss of life might be incurred as had hap-
pened previously in the Argonne., His decision is best
shown in his message to the Commanding General Third

(18) Van Horn PBrigede which ie shown below. (18)
"From: COmeany 9th Infentry
At: La Fontaine Aucronq Ferme

3d November, 1918.

To: 00 3d Brigade By Runner
Machine gun and artillery fire still coming from

woods in our front. We could advance and occupy
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northern edge of woods east of(Bois Du Sommanthe . '“”wu

Ry SR

(Mspe Buzancy Special) this afternoon in my opinion,
Objective would be eight (8) kilometers from here - .J
we could resach it before midnight. Believe, however,

it can be done. If done the division on the left |
/oy

should advance as far as{gomméntﬁé?with detaohment”"?ﬁg Y
holding road fork one and g;I;M?i%) kilometers north.

We could take and hold edge of woods three kilo-
‘'meters south of Beaumont. Enemy is holding at Beau-
mont, probably occupying to line of high grounds one
and half (13) kilometers south. Will await instruc-

tioneg this point. 834 revorts iteelf on our left

occupying objective,

Van Horn
(17) vol 7 Colonel." (17)
R DDy
TIE SECOND NIGHT MARCH
At 1:45 PN an order wee sent down from Brigade
ordering the simultaneoug advance of the 9th and
2334 Infeantry through the Bois de Belval on parallel
Map 1 roads. The road aseigned to the 233d existed only on
Overlay 3
the map and so the plan was changed directing the
Gl T 9% A Y 224 to follow the 9th. (18)
Mag.

Upon receipt of the brigede order Battalion
commandere were assembled at the La Fontaine Farm
and verbal orders were given for the march. The 3d
Battalion was to lead sending out a small advance
guard and the 2d and 1lst were to follow without
distance on the only road through the woods to the

_ north there to establish a bridgehead guarding the
%; (19) Van Horn exit of the road through the woods. (19)

-10=-~
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The Battalion Commander gave the necessary

orders causing us to abandon our present positione

at about three P.li. Co H. was the rear Company of
the battalion and was ordered to maintain close con-
tact with Company G in front. At 4:00 PM we formed
column of twos on the road and began our march toward
and through the woods. (20) It wae almost dark at
this time and apparently the Germans in the edge of
the woods did not esee us leave our nositions. However,
when we lined up on the road prior to the marc%,the
company was subjected to artillery fire which cauged
some casualties. A heavy rain was falling that Novem-
ber afternoon in "Sunny France'. It was & cold wet

day. We had had nd‘ hot food during the day and our

o o
s~

reserve rationé were just about gone. Sleeg,food
and reet were the things that we craved most. A
machine gun bullet or a sliver of a high explosive
in the leg or arm where it wouldn't hurt too much
would indeed be welcome now because it would send

ug back to warm food and warm bede. Things that we
hardly believed existed. However, the CGeneral's talk
wae e8till freeh in our minde, "Good soldiers never
get tired. They can plways advance another step

and fire another shot." The command "Forward" is
given and we move out on one of the most recklees
exploite of troops in France. There are no patrols
on our flanks. A small advance guard ie out in front
of ue., Moving in column of twos/progress was slow.
Leaving the middle of the road open to cut down

cagualties as much ae possible in ceee some alert

A, i
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machine gunner might rake the road with fire, we
stumbled along the ditches on the side of the road.
Talking and smoking was prohibited. Xxcept in two
inetances the only voices heerd during the march were

those of our German sveaking moint and the enemny.

Short distances off the road we pnasesed by German artil-

lery in position apparently firing on the poeition we
had abandoned before the march. The guns were passed
in most casee without being molested. 1In fact, the
night lighting devices of the artillery and flashes
from the guns were an aid in our stumbling march
through the ditches. As we moved through the woods
prisoners began to come back through the company. At
timee it looke like a German regiment passing an
American regiment on a practice march, The word
"gchweinhund" wae used by men in the company without
protest from the Germans going to the rear. A German
soldier, apnarently a runner, came out of the woods
and recognized the column and, in his horror, in-
stead of throwing up hisg hands began to scream in
German "Don't Shoot!" It seemed to us that he could
be heard back at German G.H.Q. In German and English
he was told to be quiet. Inetead he screamed louder.
Finally an unknown man in the company shot him to
keep him quiet. It worked. As time ticked on the
going began to get more difficult despite the fact
that we had no casualties. Q(German prisoners were
cluttering up the road. MNen stumbled over German
gsoldiers sleeping who had been passed by the advance

guard. Men fell asleep at the shortest halte and had

115
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to be awakened. Some slept while they marched, be-
ing ehoved on by tr~- men in the rear. Ripley may
not believe thie Lut its true. Good soldiers never
get tired. Advance another step but don't fire any
gshote unless it is absolutely necessary. You're not
Hungry. It's just your imagination. Further and
further we creep into the forest. We vass La Forge
Farm, a clearing in the forest used as a German
ration and ammunition dump. There's some ammunition
left, but the rations are gone. We didn't want food
anyway. We must make the north edge of the woods
before daylight. On we creen through the forest and
the CGerman linee until 1:30 AM November 4th, the
pitch black darkneees begins to fade, and we come
into the open country. Objective reached! Orders
are given to extend and dig in. It ie still raining
and as we dig out fox-holes they begin to fill up
with water. Four dayes and four nights without the
four hours sleep that even Navoleon needed. We
weren't Napoleons anyway. We were those "Good
soldiere who never got tired". The battslion com-
mander, at about 2:30 AM sends & runner to me in-
forming me that I am detailed officer of the day.
Luck of the Irish! Instructione are given for the
posting of sentries to prevent a night march through
our own lines. Soldiers and officers lie in the open
and sleep like dead men., For their beds they have
fox-holes. For their mattresses the soft elimy mud
of northerh France covered with a sheet of water

and for their blankets more water.

B 1 1o
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ATTACKING A NMACHINE GUN NEZST

Came the dawn, to use a poet's words. Men

began to etir trying to get warm. Their bones

ache. Outeide of some welcomed food arriving

nothing of importance has happened during the night.

As men begin to move around machine gun fire begins

to come from the north. As the fog lifte the fire

becomes more intense and we are pinned to the ground.

One platoon is moved about five hundred yarde east

of La Tuilerie Farm to protect the right flank of the
(21) vo1 7 regiment. (21) This platoon ig in a bad spot and is

being enfiladed by machine guns from the ridge. Cries

of wounded and dying are heard. A soldier in the com-

pany is praying loud enough to be heard in the service

of eupplies. Our firet aid men are all gone. We

can't find a medical officer eo we dress wounds the

best we can. We have moved forward out of our fox-

holeeg to get better cover. Unable to dig we take

adventage of availﬁble cover. A fox-terrier,

apparently some soldier's pet, tries to crawl under

me for protection. He didn't have a chance because

you couldn't have shoved a piece of paper between

me and the ground. What are we going to do? We can't

stay here all day. The regimental commander is in

the rear. Lt. Colonel Corey, who supervised the

night'march and ie second in command of the regiment

ig with the regiment. With him ie Major Hanford
vaclider, acting regimental adjutant., Battalion

commandere are ordered to report for ingtructions at

1.a. Tuilerie Farm. Colonel Oorey had decided that the

-14-
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ridge to north must be taken. He issues an order

for the attack to begin at 10:30 AM. The 5th M.G.
Battalion is to supnort the attack from our own

front lines firing through gaps left by the assault
companies. The Howitzer Flatoon of the regiment is

to supnort the attack from a position near La Tuilerie
Farm. Orders are issued by the battalion commander to
nlatoon and company commandere. The platoon lesder of
our right platoon inquires as to whether or not his
platoon muet take part in the attack in view of the
fourteen casualtiee he has had during the morning.

He is told in no uncertain terms that hieg platoon

will attack with the rest of the company. Ten-thirty
comes and all hell breaks loose. Our own machine guns
trying to tear off the top of the ridge and the enemy
gune raking our lines. The stokes-mortar goes into
action in rear of the company. The crew has three
shells left. Two of them are fired in the general
direction of the ridge without doing any damage. The
mortar is finished for the day. Up the hill in line
of skirmishers with five pace intervals we go. There
is no firing from the men of the company. Artillery
ig now coming from our front, right rear and left
rear. Machine gun bullets coming from the ridge.

(28) Our objective is reached at about 11:00 and as
we arrive about fifty feet from two machine gun crews
they put up their hande and cry "XKamerad". Soldiers
close in on them and strip them of every button and
ornament. To the northeast may be seen a group of

about a hundred Cermans disappearing into the woods.

-15-
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A beautiful target. However, these souvenir crazy
goldiers are hard to pry away from their cantives

and a golden opvortunity ie loet. The prisoners are
finelly sent to the rear and we occupy the fox-holes
on the ridge used by the Germans. A low German nlane
comes over our poesition and after circling a few times
drops & green flare over the ridge. In lees time
than it takes to tell about it a German barrage falls
on the ridge nearly taking the top of the ridge off.
Men were killed and wounded and the company commesnder
suggested that we withdraw to the reverse slope of
the hill, I dissgreed with him and recommended that
he inform the battalion or regimental commander of
our gituation and await ingtructions. I made thieg
recommendgtion based on the fact that there was an
officer of the company already in arreet for "with-
drawing" and leaving hie platoon on ite own. The
message ie sent and orders are received for the
company to withdraw to the reverse slope of the hill
leavink two outposte to watch enemy movements. Cap-
turing two machine guns and ten orisoners in the

(83) Vol 5 attack we suffered about forty casualties. (23)
R.8,D.

OPERATIONS FROM NOVEMBER 4-10TH

From November 4th to November 6th the company
remained in its position re ar La Tulerie Farme, when
a movement forward wae ordered. We marched from our
position at about 7:00 AM. The mearch was made in
column of twoe without incident until we were pasesing

through the northern edge of Beaumont, where a heavy

; -16-

TR RS



WOV B I OISR NIRRT RS R SIS R A T W AT IR S U TV IR Y TR

Y A S 8 953 RO SAL R O M) A s
B N TR N R

ap 1
Overlay 4

(25) Vol 7
R.8.D.

T A ST AR M SN LT a8 s .

TESU WD ANEY SIS VI SR AN SN e N O G PR B A R

e e a1 A st s e 1 v s A A v e T A T S er TP o P S
i A I P AR N L D AR S A NS GRS M A O A

shelling caused ten casualties. On arrival in RBois
de Hospice, contrary to remarke made by one of our
learned instructore, the company dug in under cover
of the woods taking full advantsge of all cover
availeble and yet ¢did not sacrifice i1te field of fire
or observation. This position was held until the

afternoon of November 10, 1918. (234)

THE BRIDGING OF THE VEUSE

On the afternoon of November 10th a message
wae received from the commanding officer 2d Bat-
talion P.C. at La Sartelle Farm. Upon arrival at
the Battalion F.C. we were informed that we would
aseist G Company of the regiment and A and B Con-
panies of the fecond Engineere in bridging the leuse
River in the vicinity of Bois de Flaviers. Our duty
was thet of a carrying party. Another tough assign-
ment. Carrying rifles and smmunition in column of
twoe we pushed forward on to our jobe Following an
improved road through Bole De Hospice we thought
thinge entirely too Quiet. MNMark the fact that there
wae not a single shell hole in the road on that march
up. Moving off the road to the east after emerging
from Bois We Hospice we went through a small ravine
which led down to the Meuge River. Orders were given
to helt at a railroad fill some five hundred yards
from the west bank of the river. Here, under super-
vision of the Engineer officer, we unloaded wagons
which contained sections of rafte that were to compose

the two bridges. (R5) The bridges were merely a
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geries of logs held together by skide and looked
gsomething like & railroad track turned uvneide down.
The work of lashing the sections together was com-
pleted about 7:00 Pl under intermittent machine gun
fire which caused no casualties but frightened two

of our men go badly thet they "disappeared" in the
direction of a concrete blockhouse a few hundred yards
away, where we found them dead the following day.

The bridges being finally lashed together we skidded
them over the railroad embankment, down to the river
and started pushing them across. There were about 200
men on each bridge snd they were being pushed across
about fifty yards apart. At 7:30 when the bridges
were almost to the opposite side of the river a weak
rifle machine gun and artillery fire opened up from
our lines apparently to support the crossing.
Inmediately the Germans on the opposite cide of the
river began to work with their machine gune and ghot
up flares. One of these flares dropped in the middle
of the group working on our bridge and following it
came a green flare. Enemy machine gune fired faster
and men worked faster. A heavy artillery barrage
came from the German lines but failed to catch our
group. However, machine gun fire caused many
casualties, including the company commander. The
marines were waiting under cover of the railroad

fill and crossed over the bridge at about 9:00 Pl.

Oour miseion accomplished, we retraced our stepe back
toward the Battalion P.0. stopping at intervals for

protection from shell fire. Going down the road

ol 1 8



through Bois We Hospice we were greeted by a
ghastly eight. One could hardly recognize the road
as the one taken on the march up. A heavy artillery
barrage had dropped on it and had almost torn the
road to pieces. A Battalion of the 358th Infentry
(90th Division) sent to supnort the larineg had been
caught on the road during the German counter-barrage
and the road wae filled with the dead and dving.
Upon srriving st La Sartelle Farm orders were igsued
to return to positions in Roie Pe Hoepnice. This
nogition wae held until 4:00 F!M on the afternoon of
November 11, when the comvany wee relieved snd re-
turned to Beaumont vnrior to its march into Germany.
(26)

Three officers and two hundred and seventeen
enlisted men etarted the action with the comvany.
One officer and seventy-seven men were left at the
time the Armistice went into effect. While there
were some men evacuated for dysentery and flu most

of the men were killed or wounded.

AVALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In the operation thie company took in almost
every phase of tactice. From the attack of fortified
positions it reverted to open warfare. It engaged
in the pursuit of an enemy who was routed at times.
It fought against a stubborn rear guard sction, which
wae strong in machine gune and had some artillery.

It advanced with artillery opreparation and without

it. It suffered from ite own artillery falling short.

d1o.



It participated in a river croesing. It held a
defensive position during a lull in the battle. It
participated in two night marches through the enemy
linee.

The company wes a mixture of veterans and un-
tried draftees. Two of the officers had been in
command of platoons and comnanies in previous en-
gagements. The talk given by the general officer
had a very depressing effect on both the officers and
enlieted men. It wae not soon forgotten.

The firet two days of the operation were of
immeasurakble help to the company. Officers and non-
commiscioned officers quickly learned the habits of
the replacements end were able to teach them meny
thinge which would serve in good egtead before they
actually came in contact with the enemy. The new
men were close enough, to the war to get a good idea
of it and yet not suffer from it. Traveling along
those two daye with very few casualties helped to
heighten the morale of the men.

Indifference to danger and discipline of the
veterans of the company were of great value in
whipping the replacements in line.

Initiative and daring were responsible for the
guccess achieved in the night marches mede. The firet
night march so bewildered the Germans thet they did
not know what to expect. Lack of flank protection
on the second night march is excueable in view of the
circumstences under which the march was made. Had

troope moved on our flanke it ie highly probable that

“a0L



FORYY AR NI EGH ORI IR GUNT NS S TEAWIAE S (IR K 1 SO S AN L RS BB Ny WS ) e e o o AR 0 U Sl T W A TR BTN

there would have been loet troops and also our own
troops firing into each other., There is no doubt
that a daylight attack through Bois de Belval would
have incrersed our casualties end loet time which
would have given the Germans more onportunity to
fortify hie positione to the north.

The situation on the northern edge of Eois de
Belval was & serious one and many casualties were
suffered due to the failure of our Howitzer Platoon
to function pronerly. Qur own artille;y wag having
a hard time keeping up with us and they cannot be
condemned. German planes attacked ue almoet at will
and while they did little demage their information to
their ovn artillery must have been excellent. 1ot
more than three of our ovn planes were sighted during
the eleven days of fighting.

The proposed action of the company commander to
withdraw efter taking the ridge north of Boig de
Belval wee one that might have proven disastrous had
it been carried out at the time. The movement of one
unit to the rear might have precipitated a general
withdrawal and cesuged the lose of the ridge.

The use of a weak artillery and machine gun
barrage to suvport the crossing of the leuse was
untimely. The obgtacles presented by the Meuse
and the dense woods to its east were such that unless

a heavy concentration was put down it would have been

better not to have a weak one which mwould do no more

good than to disclose our intentions to the enemy.
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LESSONS

1. If green men are mixed with well disciplined,
segsoned veterans the unit will function well.

2« In the pursuit of a defeated enemy epeed and
daring are necessary to prevent that enemy from
perfecting his defenses farther to the rear.

3. Friendly artillery falling on our own troovs
lesgene their morale.

4., Howitzer pnlatoons should save their amaunition
for targets of opportunity.

5. The withdrawal of unite after taking an objective
should not be contemplated unlees orders are received
from higher headquarters.

6. If the alr service desires the confidence of

the infantry it muet cooperate in combating enenmy
planes.

7. Troope should not be kept in cloee formations

on roade during an attack,

8. Weak artillery and machine gun barrage help only

in that they disclose our intentions to the enemy.

CONCLUSIONS

The success of this company during the eleven
daye battle was due to the initiative end courage
of the regimental commander, Colonel R. 0. Van Horn
who ordered tasks that seemed both suicidal and im-
poseible. The seasoned veterang of the company by
their courage and leaderghip inspired the new draftees

who after two days carried on like veteranes.
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