THEZ INFANTEY SCHOCL
FOURTH STCTION * _.“,:2 '
~ COIMITTER "HY -

FORT BENNING, GZOFGIA

ADVANCTD COURST
1930-1831

THE 1l4th GER4AN DIVIZION WITH THE SECOND ARMY
(VvOoN BUELOW) IN THE FIRST BATTLE OF THE KARNE,
‘ 1914, '

- A. von Schell, : :
Captain in the German Fuenhrer-Stab.




TAELT OF CONTENTS

PAGE
Table of contents. . . . . . . . + « + + v « « « » 1
BibliogTabhy. © v v v v v & o v e e e e e . . . . id

The 14th Division as the reserve
of the army, 5-7 September 1814 . . . . . . . . . 1

ConsideTation . & v 4w & 4 4 t e s 4 e e e e . . .. B

The attack of the 1l4th Division
on September 8, 1914, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B8

Consideration. « « + + v v « 4 & « « « « « « +« . . 1B

AP

(O}

Zap 1 - Situstion of lst - 3d German Aray
on September 5, 1614 . . . . . . . . . . 18

darches of l4th Division.
September 5-8, 1914 . . . . . . . . . . . 1%

fad)
i

Lap
;LumT——Map & — Situation of 24 Army
P September £, 1214 .,. =1

¥ap 4 - German Operation PFlan,, |
Septemver 9, 1814 . . . . . . . . . . . . 2l

Yap & - Battlefield of 14th Divisian,
Septemcer 8, 1914 . . . . . . . . . . . . B2
Lap 8 - Bituation of the German and French,

Jeptember 9, 3914 . . . . . . . . . . . . 232



Reic¢hszrchiv

Reichgarchiv .

EIZLIOGEAPEY

Der Weltkrieg 1214-1918
Vierter Band.

Schlzchten des Weltkrieges
Band 23.

—ii-



T

¥
legs.

INTRODUCTION

l‘rr‘f»[};’l
After an unexampled fast advance through Belgium

snd North France the German armies in the beginning of

September 1914 were stretched out in a lang circle between

) AL ERTRWN A
Faris and Verdun. The last days had been very bhard i
Ve dawna

marching. -They were marching daily from daylight until

he night; the packe were heavy and the boots hurt. But
we in the front had the feeling that the great battle of
decigion had still to come. We all kn%w very well the

!

old'principle of the German army: ’Battles will be won by

"
The comman&er-in—chief, however, believed that it
was not possible to pass Paris without security against
that gigantic fortress. Therefore he ordered the First
and Second Army on Septeaber 5 to turn to the right against
Faris in order to secure the rest of fhe armies. That

‘]LIn%L’Nﬁl - . . . . B .
order -we* poth armies in the situation sunown on Sxetcin I.

) d(rﬁc‘f‘w;’_ B ' .
In conseguence of tne movements-accozdmngrtd this order,
and in consequence of the decision of the French to stop
e - .
thekretreat and to attack the German right flank, the

battle of the iarne began.

, gef fee™
In the following, I wisk to -show firstjthe events
ar’ :
25 seen by the soldiers 4n the fronE) . Then F-#i11—ZIvE
¥ Hhat fed To ' aN avalysis P
the reasong ef these eventg)and at lasﬁfwe"wi~l“consider

~thew, (Sketeh 23)

The 14th Division, which was mérching on the rizht
wing of the Second Army, made during %ast Septeuber 5, a
long march, passing east of dontmirail, ‘Je crossed the
Petit Lorin River and spent tie night in a swmall village

im—the south of that river. At daylight September & we

~1-



[
were alarmed.  Toere was a loud booming of cannons in the
- . g :eaTJ'L"-’
south, but we marched to the north, the same way as
yesterday. =Te were not at our ease, because we could not
find out why we had to march to the rear; we never had
done sd6 before. e all were only one month in war and
did not know its ups and downs. Finally about noon, 1t
was 8aid that our division was to be a reserve of the army.
A little later we halted on both sides of the main road
o
from Chateau Thierry to Fontenelle. Fre good spirits soon
f
LS ST
came back. e were glad to stay there for all the after-
Wﬁgﬂﬂc Fescryes weve allonegd o rerr
noon, because we knew war well enough to know tu aﬁAthe
battle must be going very well, as-the -reserves had not

-towmakewany mq#ements. Finally when it became dark, the

Sevd vd Al ‘*l.fnf e

booming of cannons died dovn.

In the early morning of September 7, we had a very
short march into a wood near Artonges. Here we saw some-
thing which was not agreeable to see. We~aam~many supply

ceforuiaig hastily and ~
waﬂoneﬂln bad condltlon .which returned-hastity. The
drivers told us about a retreat of our troops, avout heavy
casualtles anout a defeat, etc. 'We were anxious about
the battle, which weronlykcogldfnear, but not see Z;kbout
8 o'clock AM, we marched to Villemoyenne and began digzing
in there, our front to the west. We could not understand
this 1tuatlo%;ﬂlﬁo date we‘a}ways hégwhrlven-the French
to the south. ékgg we had to march to the nortij ;E;;r
it was rumored that our troops Lad to retreat sndmew we /éﬁw
were digging in, gﬁ% front to the west; thax-g%eﬂs to
tte outside flank. Where could the First Army be? Qg;t-
21l looked as if the French would attack our rizht flank.

GM(W?

%e could feel a certzain anxiety 4w our troops. EHowever,

e ;
we hLad not a long time to think about 1t. AbOuBﬁl olclock /&

~
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AL we finished digging and started a forced march to the
eact. We.zot the order to reach Fromentieres, located
behind the midéle of our army. The march was difficult
as it was very warm and dusty, end as we had to cross
gseveral lonz columns of ammunition wagons and Wagons witn
supply going to the front o coming back. About 1 o'clock
Fii we halted, thoush we had not yet reached Fromentieres.
- vieiwi T
Tnen we turned back to the surroundinge of Artonges,
These numerous changes made an unfavorable impression
upon the troops. The hizh commanders seemed not to know

. Sevie
wist to co. -newewer, we had hardly any experience in war,

H'];-_n:,g Iy M1| Cd‘Nf\JSEtL and yaeillaTing ordews Aadx a and INJeTiEL G .
+ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁgﬁnmral%Amomentous impressionshhad an-prejudateial

. +he merale h"f
effect uponﬁthe troops.

About 5 otclock Fi¥ we reached again the neighbor-
hood of Artonges. We were still talking about the events
of the day and avout the different weanings of the battle,
‘when we were alarmed suddenly. .It was 8 o'clock Pil., Cur
pattalion commander told us the French had made a pene-

Coawl Pt

tration through the left wing gf our armgj Therefore,;
~we-bad-8tidd during the niéﬁ%:zgﬁnﬂrch there to helg__Jﬁe
ped-bo--merelr without any rest and without any regard for
march casualties. -And-becrdes 1t Was very dark when we
started this forced night march, sometimes crosscountry.
Now we had the direction to the east again. ¥We ran in
div bl Tome€

! for 5 minutee each 30 minutes., Te nad the
impression that the battle must be going very badly,
otherwise we would not have to make such a warch.

Finally on 3eptember 8 about 1 o'clock AL, we

hlad reached our goal near Champaubert. The wmarch casual-

ties had not oeen very heavy. I lost in my company ouly

(e



aroused. However, we did not enga

a

about 10 men from 120, -Bwt it is a war experience that
march casualties never are heavy in nizht marches and in
a retreat. The Teason may be that nobody likes to leave
nie unit, when he does not know where he is Sibueded OT
when heiggg'be captured.

At Ohampaubert we dropnmed to the ground and feli
asleep at once. ¥We believed that we would attack at day-
bTeak. But a2fter three short hours of rest we were
| ge in battle but warched

No -
again to the east, Nobody knew wherefore ahd why.

Mow we iiii briefly consider the Treasons for these
movemente: |

As shown on Sketch I, the left wing of the First

{ e pd 2
Aray was sifuated_fa;éher south than tie Second Army.
Tuerefore, 1if the‘turning movenent, ordered by the
commander—-in~-chief, was to be wade, the VII Corpe with
its 1%th and l4th Divisions was superfluous at the front
at the present time, Therefore it had-to rermain as the
reserve of the aray nofth of Zontmirail, in order 1o clear
the pivot of the army, while the other corps had to
wheel to the Tizht in a large circle.

On September 8, however, all corps marching to
the south were enzaged in heavy fizhting (Sketen 3) so
10+ the 13th Division hzd to help the hard fighting IX
Corpe. Now only the 14tk Division remained in army
reserve, On the same day, homéver, it was scen that fhe
IV Reserve Corns alone could not secure the flank of the
army on the Qurcq River, Therefore the First Army was
forced to order one corps after another froa the south to
the Qurcqg River, finally even the IITI and tae IX Corps.

m™ue the Tumor starited in our 1l4iu Divieion of a retrezt.

-



The & ) resultinv from these events, was sgecured only
by some ca velry divisiones It was obvious that now tae

rizht wing of the Second Army would have to fall back.
Only the left wing was able to continue the attack, in
order to get the decision. (Sketch 4) In this plan, the
14th Division, situated behind the right wing, naturally
had the tzek of securirz the right flank of the army.
Trerefore we saw it digging in, its front to the west.
In the meanwhile there had begun a bloody struggle o;ﬁéiiWh
#we front of the aray, but without any definite decision.
It ie to be understood, that in thie situation the army
comrmander desired to have his reserve behlndé the cenver
of his front, in order to engaze it wherevnr he woulcd need
£n

. At thig time the +e§saaee froz the between the
. 0"15{ weT endicate ﬁx,f‘ he .af/:arh./v Hlere Bl Ji T'?d'/

First and the Second Armi&ﬁafa—ne%mbaén Therefore, he

ordered Lis reserve behind the center of his aray and

[l

i

thue our marcix to Fromentieres. In the meantime, however,
new messazes had reached the army, whlch forced it to take
caTe of the right flank, and consecuently the 1l4tn Division
received zan order to mprch back kehind the risht wing of
the army. Avout the evening of September 7 new inforuation
arrived at the headquarters cf the aruwy, that thé French
had made a penetrztion betﬁeen the “X and the Garde Corps.
The only availakble reserve, Jus8t the l4th Division, had
to mgke that difficult night wmarchk. Later on, it becaue
axT
clear that there was no dangzer in this perticular alsce
Py

. 7 s "CTMQ‘J“iHrﬁ N
ﬂ+ H‘ub Tfi\.’\ﬂ ,_zfﬁ' 9:!-( ﬂ“‘: nqlfr ‘(‘G‘

F¥ow fhe situation was as follows: he riziht wing
,\ por] [==]

af the front.

of the Second Army had retreated, but the French 2nd the

Inglish followed very slowly. On the left wing, however,

=5-
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there sceewed to be a wegk place in the enemy front.
Wazs
Probably it woukd-heve been possitcle to nenetrate there

. P a s YR c s
thirough the French lines, _RBut if it w38 to be tried, it

J

hed to be done promptly, as the situation on the rizht

wing could change very guickly. Therefore even the last

reserve — the 14th Divigion - was aroused in the early
morning of September 8 to help to win the battle.

Let us stop here for a mdment, to learn the
experiences and the difficulties encountered by the 14th
Division.

1. We saw, that on September 5, the Zerman
lezders believed that they wefe confronted by an enemy
who was continually retreazting, =nd $herefere they accord-
inyly based their deéisions on this assumption. The

Germans therefore were on September &, very much surprised

Suvpviad
to see the French even making counterattacks. Thin ﬁﬁc
nnt uhe conseGuence 0f a poor Treconnalssance aﬁti?z:; 7
q H ‘}

#Qa.e intentions and sttions 'w.oﬂ (5
lack of knowledze of the eneny%irejadweny

warfzre. In open warfare we will never know exactly

where the enemy ig, how strong he ie, and wnat he intends

to do. VWar 1is not ae easy as 2 m2p problea. All lezders

At isve . . . N
haite nearly always %eloraer5w1thout exact information.

X surrmu y .
TheyJonly\ can) hiwk about the future, The only thing,
which is clear, or which should be clear at least, is
onels own mission and onets own will, Therefore we must
not wait for tetter information when 1t is time to ygive
an order. -Qemeswies, it often nappens that your informa-

. . Q+ leact fsrorfiu
tion is falee or\ene;é£QWn /A rezl lezder must know the
art of recognizing what is true and what is false,

Ayvibes

#efsaw that the Second Aruy received the order

on Septemper £ to secure against Faris., This order had



i A Ay
L8 Jorsrad honbqeecters
to te given as’ 1t was +ime to do so, although #key had
A This Adviision NS L Foaree oty

very poor information. —@h&%~Wﬁ£_eo;¥ecﬁ; ¥e saw also

the 14th Division on September 7 make a difficult nignht
. | LP S
march from the rizht wing to the left wing; In tha$ case
J SArd wds e pveect
the decision of the aramy wae based on false information

A
It is an experience of war, that ewel information I1s often
[ \
misleading, Zherefore, we must ve careful in sending
' S o

of f ae well as in accepting inferwmation.

. Tae lack of knowledze of the enemy uemunae

:}(«z,\. “  Keey wf N SMA{”@ for the ;n g_' ervé.j{w?
Ffu.b? als tneA\a leader-ﬁ&e res:rves. neservee)ﬁgw%ﬁemse ves
fﬁﬁ{yjq woulli hot be necesearv, as 1n a battle only the flﬁntlng
} \ \ adare L\s;f.mu.x/ ‘-,\

A bring an advantaae) Eﬁt ya&*musxwrave-reqerves,
- u(né&efkﬂi_éjﬁkactlywk w) what ;\IL nappen..
As the information of the enemy changes, it is
the tendency of z leader to move hié reserves according
to his‘momentary conception of the situation.
We notice the lack of clearness in the decision
of the army leader by the different movements of the 14th
Division. The leader always should h haverreunrd for the
fzct that useless marches affect the morale of the troops.
The troops are aslways tainking about these things.
‘Therefore, it is important in peccefilme to teach tne

it et 1o W}'l Wy ey e Suhuﬂdﬂ\
. . soldiers about tne different 1ﬁ0res¢10ns in warfare %edyﬁ

Séaulliﬂd"ceft W'M”cal’mmes.s anr/;ﬂ:r?‘; Fen 3’.-:..

which they-
qe may learn two thinge . from thece events:

1. All leadere must give their orders
ithout having complete ianformation. Only onds
awn will is stated. In spite of the fact that
+the inforumation of the enemny i1s incomplete, ybu

aaet make a2 declsion,



“T i bt £t Lo et f(, Bruis W“-—"L
v 3, [Reserves must be Swazed #ﬁé&?~&%¥enutﬁs ,
‘f];,uf" Thedk -/; i f'fntf r’fn L , adiaddag 'rr‘a»,ﬁc J.:Lu.d.,{)
snd-mereke in order o be-cagesed-im S -Battdeawitn

- ' ' !
"J\-Ln‘;n\x“;{,f T I A A f}ﬂ{‘d ¢

= : :
b o a CA v

The 14th Division had a difficult task in this
attack, which was to decide the outcome of the battle.
It had to force the crossing of the broad swamp of the

Petit Jorin Biver gouth of the village of Joches.

st 6l e
The terrain waes as -disadvaniagzeous as possitle.

The swamp was impassable even. to foot troops., Tmere was
only one bridge across the swaamp. The French could fire

W1th'artlllery znd machine gune upon the only road and

v

the village of Joches. There was beyond the swamp on
T iy the left side of the Toad a long row of high trees, which
prevented the Jerman artlllery fron oocerv1nw blll lu_.

X . ’f“"—_“——m“""-ﬁ—' s s = e 1
4hjﬁzpj7 ----- On the hot Septeuber 8, the sun zlittered on tne blue B%E‘

cnd dazzlea the Serwans. _
,-"y r=

At that time I was in commend of the 34 6&9@& f
57th Infantry Reziment., Ny coumpany wae attached to the

533 Infantry Regilment because two companies of that
M‘L yé.u.t At
L¢$Q4%L;",44¢*¢~4 regiment were left behind in Relgium. idy soldiers were

M “Let. Pl

all well trained and of hizh morale

m &jf ‘qu' ww\\m pwl AL . S’QFTEM her &'
"'6{',! ’fn& J_r .ﬁ‘-k.w_.__,_,_f T't\,i. 'l\ W “bout 8 O Clock A_‘ We TEaCHed
L4 iy o s oM from—tie

M“”Ef“

na@%h, the north edze of the village of 001zara and pre-

yared for ectlon in the cardens of that village. , I went
forwara to the south ed e of the "111a~e oiﬂggzzgrd in
order to reconnoiter the terrain hefore us. From here
I saw the village of Joches, 1 saw the broad swemp, saw

peyond it hill 154 with lone trees and many nedges. The

grain was etanding in sneaves on the ground. 1 could



recognize some Frenchmen upon hill 154, asrtheir red
1eggins weTe easily seen., There was no firing to be
hearé, Bekhind me I saw some Zerman batteries, just
reackhing their positione, end I heard my soldiers singing
a song from home.

‘Aboﬁt 9 o'clock A4M our first scouts. left the
villagé of Joches and hastened forward to cross the swamp.
The French opened fire at once with artillery, machine

UL

=

%’and rifles upon the road and the villeze, T saw Oour
soldiers jump into the eastern ditch of the road and
hurris. on Quickly. Then I was called back to ay company.
Qur battalion commander gave the order:

"The 3¢ Bn 15th Inf Rgt starts the crossing of
the Fetit korin River. 524 Inf Rgt will follow,
the 24 Company 57th Inf Rgt at the head. The
zoal of the attack is the village of Broussy
le Petit."

That wae all.
We did not know where the énemy was and what his

strength was; we did not know if, and how mucth, artillery

would support us; we did not know who was to our Tiznt

or left. e only knew that we hed to attack and that |
. VoW ﬂﬂr Eife.'V’CNLE,,
we would meet the French bheyond the swaup. Imalways e~

in open warfare on the Western Front as well as on the
. . and . c
Eastern Froant, in Rumanlaueuuaﬁﬂgpaﬁ in the XauKasus,

that we had only poor informestion of the enemy when we

~e£tarted an attack.

Before we started I told my company to fire

Caflyﬂ . . .
> y and with the correct elevatlon, ag I had seen in

earlier fighting, that many soldiers, when excited, forzet



opdy Sight sattig
to take the eorraet—elevadion, Then we gtarted forward

and reacned the village of Jocnes.

The French artillery begasn firing upon that
villege. We passed through it on the Tun without any
casualties. After having reached the south edge, I saw
trhat the last elemente of the 2d Battalion 18tk Infantry
Regiment had not crossed the swamp. Tnerefore, I lef?t
the Toad with my company and took cover bekind a building.
From here we could see how the last sguads of the 3d
Battalion rapn forward in the ditch beside the Toad and
that some soldiers weré hit while crossing the hridze.

The French artillery shot like the devil upon the Toad
and the village of Joches, which soon begsn fo turn. The
shells whizzed constantly. uy company was bunched and
lying behind me. Nobody was talking. They all looked at
me. Suddenly a terrible crash and a shell hit in tie
giddle of my company. Ten soldiers were killed or wounded.
811 men sprang up; there wae a big tumult; suddenly there
wag our Brigadisr, General Schwarte, riding on horseback
in the middle of the company. He was calmly smoking a
cigar as if nothinz had Lappened. He commanded: "=z4
Company, fell in. I hope not to eee gsuch a pilcture

again, or I shall shut in some of you, when we return

into our gafrison.“ Such extraordinary‘coolness had 2

" marvelous effeet on the troope. The cospany wae lined

up at once, formed into platoons, moved forward as guickly
as possible in the ditch beside the road snd crossed the
swamp and the bridge with only thres other casualties.

This happened about 10 o'clock AM.

On ihe other side of the swamp I assembled my

companyv, each platoon separate; the events in the village

10—



of Joches had tauzht wme a lesson. There were some
killed and many wounded in the row of the trees. e did
not know where the enemy was and wiere our own troops
were, We could only near firing beyond the trees. The
shells, machine=gunf and rifle bullets whizzed over
constantly. I advanced with two platoons, while the
tnird platoon took cover among tne trees. As soon as
we left tnese trees, we received a heavy fire. I saw our
soldiers firing about 10C wu vefore me. Je rushed about
Au
50 mybeyond thieir lines., Then we opened fire. The
advance stopped, as we had heavy casualties and as some
Ffrench machine guns snot from the "la Verrerie Ferwue®
into cur left flank. I tioerefore sent a Tunaner to ay
tihird platoon with an order to take possession of this
fgrmf; After half an hour this diesagreeable flank fire
gtopped., As I realized the foliowing day, wmy third
platoon took the fgrmp with only a few casualties. 1In
the meanwhiie we were in a fire fight. Ve saw only a
1little smoke from the French lines, coming out of the
hedges and out of the grain sheaves. I myself was
situated amongz my soldiers, The two platoons were umixed
with soldiers of the 1Eth Iﬁfantry Keziment of different
companies.i?ﬂow arrived from the rear soms companies of
the 5Ed Infzniry Regiment, s that my soldiers were mixed
with companies of two other regiments. We all were lying
in one line. The row of trees, now vehind us, seexed to
be the assexbling point for all troops,;gggfng crosced
the swamp. S0 it héppened that after a half of an hour
211 units were mixed. There was no leading, as we
officere all were in the front line and could only see

some meters to the right and to the left, Te were

-1]1-



gufficiently experienced to kncw tihiat all developments
must-haugzﬁﬁéar tice and that the place of the comuanders
of companies and higher units is not the first line.

In the meantime there were engaged in battle %?
a front of 700 mgﬁgne battalion 15th Infantry Regiment
and two battalions 53d Infantry Regiment, and all were
mixed. We tried to advance constantly, but we won only
some hundred meters. The support of our artillery was
bad, as they had poof observation. About 1 otclock Pi
the last battalion 53d Infantry Regiment advanced right
of the road, but soon it was also stopped b} tpe French
artillery and rifle fire.

Ly men were firing very caluly but I could feel
a certain nervousness awmong them, as we could not continue
the advance. It was apout 3:20 o'clock Pii that I looked
back and saw through a hole in the row of trees, the
bridge. Suddenly a Sattery of light field howitzers
rushed galloping out of the burning village of Joches,
‘approaching. the bridge. The French artillery fired like
hell, but the battery passed the bridge, went.in position
.“OO mibéhlnd us and opened fire soon with good result.
At the same time some companies of the 56th Infantry
Regiment arrived at our lines, advancing forward, I had
the feeling that this was fhe time for the decision. I
shouted to my bugler, lyinz beside me: "Blow the call
for the attack." He calmly stood up and blew the slgnal,
well known to the soldiers, with all his force and fhe
other buglers repeated this signal. There was a wuovement
in our lines at once. We sprang uﬁ, fixed bayonets,

shouted "Hurrah" and rushed forward. The French, however,

-13-—
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were brave men. Their .fire becawe still heavier. But
pur critical period was over. Now we were attacking, we
were Tilled with enthusiasu and we weie not willing to
gtop the advance azgain., So the attack was successful.
Some French escaped before we reacned their lines, the
Test were killed, fairly fighting, or taken prisoner

Now we had won the top of hill 154 and saw down
to the village of 3roussy le Petit, whick the French,
running away, tried to reach. We all thought} we have
won, the battle is over, we start now the pursuit, in
order not to allow the French to stop their retreat. e
3id not stop, but rushed downhill, to capture the village
of Brouesy le Petit, |

guddenly we received -ewispe terriple machine-gun
fire, coming from the valley before us. At the same time
the French artillery opened fire upon us with all their
force. In a few minutec-we had enormOus casualties., Te
were stopped at once and forced to 1&% down. We tried
to take cove /But there was no possibility of doing
5o, as we were situated on the hillside sloping down to

the ensmy. It was }1ke a hail—stozfy Qur artillery was

unable to help, as it ned mo obﬂer tion 1nto the VJIIEy

o PP YU S

before uswfxi remenber that I soon Was 51tuateu ‘among

the kllled They—qii were of different companles of the

"“-—*—-.._-—-_,_—..

16th, 53d and 56th Infantry Regiments, novosy wae of ay
own company. ég this cr1f10a1/¥::;¥ there whizzed from
from the rear suddenly heavy shells of our own mediun
artillery and burst among us. That was too muchfv,ri}stlg

only a few soldiers, but soon more and wore went back to

=13-



the other 51de of the hill in order to take cover. I
i kY

Sprang uo to -h-rfr&-er % men i zZoing bac‘c and I saw that

some other officers and noncommissioned officers did like
'T+Lu¢aAa=L%widt'%uwnuﬂﬂ
WS-, :

The reapon for these events is to be found in

,l.z,/ psyCholbgy; L, OO PGtriah ~rrae heey shrugzle
during all the gorning, all \the $trong ippreckions. -
\:‘/ After the succegsful fattack wa % ought;"e batdtle is over,
we havg only t¢ pursphe, our worY has begn done
\a/ this terripble ffire, {these heavy |dpsualyies, This all
together was\too mugh for the soldders, still yo
warfare. ItwasNg difficult hour.
More.and moTe soldiers went back, until suddenly
6 guns, horse-drawn, rushed forward over the ridge from
behind us into our lines and opened s terrible.fire upon
the French, who were situated 400 mﬁg;fore us. This gave
us new courage. At the eame time, fresh companies under
the command of the adjutant of the brigade advanced,

The czlle for the attack were blown. That was the right
moment. ¥We sprang up dnd Tan towards the enemy. After
-j/ some short hand-to—nand fighting the French ran away across

the swampy ground to the village of Broussy le Petit.
In the meantime it became dark so that we could not capture
the village. We spent the night in the lines, we finally
Lhad reached, but we had only a éQé£T rest. We arranged
and assembled our units, the field kitchens brought warm
meals and the wounded were broug zht back%ﬂ

On September 9, about 4 o'clock h- 1t was still
dark - a message from my scouts arriveds that there were
no French in the village of Broussy le Petit, I aroused

my company at once, sent the message back to the battalion
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commander and started forward to that village. And truly
tiere was no enemy. I advanced up the hills beyond the
villaze of Broussy le Petit, out even from the top of
the hills, I could not see a;y enemy. I received there
an order from my battalion commander to stop the advance
and to wait for furtiher orders. ‘uilwiEEmarerreasme
About 1 o'clock I received an order to go back benind the
sWamps. We could not understand this order; but we felt
that we yesterday had won the battle and therefore, this
order did not impress us he'yhugégtz e

We went back, without receiving fire from thei'
enemy, croesed the swamps and duz in beyond them. %ﬁ the

following night we started the retreat. The battle of

the iiarne was over, A NA L Yq'j 5 __.

It is not my task to discuss the reasons, dut
before we start the consideration of these evente, I would
like to invite your attention to the situation of the
German and the Frencﬁ, as shown on Sketch 6.

The casuzlties on September 8 had been very neavy.
I lost 83 men of ay company. You remember that I had
120 men, when we started the attack. 8o the casualties
were zore than 50%. You see in this struggle all tue
typical factors, which are to be seen in the first ﬁonths

of a war:

1. You remember that we received a very poor
order for the attack. I wish to emphasize that this was
the only order I received during all the day. Put our
leaders were well trained and long in service. What way
be the reascn for that poor order? All field exercises

and war games in peace time were made with pretty good

~15-
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information of the enemy. But here there wae no
information. Therefore the leadere did not know what

to do,’@ﬂ they probably thought that thére was no strong
enemy, because there was no information of him,  The
conclusion is: ilake your exercises, your map problems’
and your map games in peace time with as little infqrﬁa—
tion of the enemy ag poseible. Then yoﬁ will handle the

problem in peace time as it will probakly be in warfare.

2. You remember, that in the beginninz of the
attack after a short time all units were mixed. WVhat
was the reason? All units, having crossed the swamp neaT
the village of Joches, hastened forward, without walting
for the other troops. The result was that the froant
: . rasult b i .
vecame 100 narrow, ihed thre units wese—mixeda. Therefore
it happened, that one coupany after another, one battalion
after another was engaged in battle and was stopped. The
conelusion is: Prepare your attack well, The time
which you need in doing =0 is not lost. That meaﬂ$’in

. ) Shovldd have rltv )
our case+* The several units #ed~%e Crosst”the only bridge

one after another and e takehcover, until the advance

could be made in mass and on a broad froant.

2. You remember that all ilmpressions were
extremelg stronz for soldiers, still green in warfare,
thourh our men were well trained =nd of a high morzle.

The reason may be, thet they never had heard ol the

byt et are To dadigs
impressionsbin warfzre, ¥ The qonclusion is: Teach your
men in peace time about the impressions in warfare, tell
them that there will De verj often critical periods. I
know that it is very difficult to teach experiences of the
war. The only way which I can see, 18 to study military

history and to teach 1t to your soldiers.
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4. You Temesber that, during September &, twice

I

2 battery, Go..cn.isl by officers, was the reason for the
- succese, and there wereTalways-officers_who rave tue

exzmple fof advancing., /e learn tnat it 1s not necess2Ty.

—

tha* 211 lesders oG, Lo the front lire, =3 yeu,Connotalead,
ien weeoein coly see goule weters to the right and to the

lef iy ;Q%.

ER

ne may slob-deesn thot the. troops are like
theizr leadsyo. an oiliuer Lza w0 yive an example to Lis

mer:, even in dying. . , R

I

Let ue sum up!

Y -

a. lHake your decision, when it is time to do g0,

-

smd &o not wait for good information.

e
l - "

b. Be careful in using your reserves and gave

e e en WD :
LTl R rTdes
T

or the Lisur of decigion.
. c. Fremsre vour fishting well. & nodern attack
b ceade plenty- of tine.

d. Prepare yourself and your soldiers in peace

‘q

)
time for warfgré by‘studyiﬁg and teaching military

nistory. . .iske your field exercises, your map problems
and your war games with as poor information 28 possible.
If the real war gives you better information, you will

have a good time.
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