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INTRODUCTION.INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION''.INTRODUCTION-

.The

Introducti-

on

.

The fog of v/arvarwar/ , isolationioolationolationoblationi ; , fire superiority , necnec-neckne-

cessity

ne-

cessity

ne-

cessity

¬-

essitycesspit for initiative , numerical weakness , and difficultydifficulty-

of

difficult-
yof overcoming mental and physical inertia in "bothboth" ofof-

ficers

of-ofof-

ficers

of-

ficers

¬-

ficersfilchers and enlisted men , are a few of the expressionsexpressions-

found

expressi-
onsfound frequently in military text-books.textbooks.books- . Much has beenbeen-

written

been-

written

been-

writtenwritten on these subjects.subjects. Until an officer actuallyactually-

encounters
act-

ually
actually-

encounters
act-

ually
actually-

encounters
act-

uallyencounters them on the battlefield they lack vitality.vitalityvita.lity.vitality.-

Jut

vita.lity..-

Jut
vitali-

ty
. .

Jut.Jut. when the action starts , each point takes life.lifelife.-

Startling
inf-

estation
life-

.startling

inf-

estation

life.-

Startling
inf-

estation

.

Startling , intensive and direct hostile interdictoryinterdictorinterdictory-

actions
interdi-

ctor
interdictory-

actions
interdi-

ctor
interdictory-

actions
interdi-

ctoractions then recall the dry studies of peacetime.peacetimepeaoetime.peaoetimepeacetime.-

This

peaoetime.-

This

peaceti-
me

.

This account of an inconspicuous machine gun plapla-planpla-

toon

pla-

toon

pla-

toon

¬-

toonton commander'scommanders' experiences while serving with Co.Co. D ,

106th :;.Jachinechine"LachineLachineMachine" Gun Battalion , 27th Division , in the BattleBattle-

of

Batt-
leof the LaLa.. SelleSellSelle-

signed

Selfle-

ssness

River , and succeeding operations , is dede-

signed

de-dede-

out

de-

vout

de-

signed

¬-

signed to bringbring-

graph.

baro-

graph

out points mentioned in the openingopeninc parapara-para-

graph.

para-

graph

paraC-

ONDITION

prec-

ondition

para-

graph.

para-

graph

¬-

graph.graph.

CONDITION OFCF AMERICAN TROOPSTROOPS-

As

Troo-

psAs part of the 4th British Army , the 27th DivisionDivision-

had

Divisio-

nalhad participatedpartiaipated in the attackattaak on the HindenburgH1ndenburgHindenberg LineLine-

September

Line-

September

Line-

SeptemberSeptember 27th-29th.27th29th.27th29th.29th- . Heavy losses had been sustained , andand-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dy

and-

by

an-

dyby OctoberOatober 12th , when the Division again took over aa-

front

a-

ffront

a-

front

a-

ffront

a-

front

a-

ffrontfront line sector , only 2,3772377, rifleariflesrifle were available toto-

O'Ryan

to-

ORyan

T-

ory
to-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled/(1)1(1)-
Q'Ryan
1Q-
Ryan
(1)-
O'Ryan
1O-
Ryan
( )

O'RyanORyanQ'RyanQRyanRyanQ'Rya-
nVol.l
QRya-
nVoll
Ry-anO'Rya-
nVol.l
ORya-
nVoll
Ry-an' talcetaketale tnethetine plaoeplace of° f the more th&nthnthan& 12,00012000, of full warwar-

Vol.1
wa-

rVol1
wa-

rstrength.

Ar-

mstrong

wa-

rstrength.

Ar-

mstrongVol.1Vol1Vol.lVollVolley. ,
p.358p358p.p. 358 strength.strength. (1)1( ) But , accordingaooording to Major General G.G. W.W. Read ,

Corps Commander
,

, the troops were highly trained and acac-

tive

ao-aoao-

tive.

ab-

ortive

ao-

tive.

ab-

ortive

¬-

tivetive.tie*. In a report to G.H.Q.GHQ. . . , A.E.P.AEPA.E.F.AEFAPABEA.E.AE. . . , dated DecemberDeoemberDecembe-

r18th

Deoembe-

r18th

Decembe-

r18th18th , 1918 , commentingoommenting on the Corps operations , GeneralGeneral-

Read

Gener-

ated

General-

Head

Gener-

ated

General-

Read

Gener-

atedReadHead wroteiwrotelwrote$

"TheThe".* e 2nd Corps was in the pivotal posi-posipositposi-
(2)

pos-
i2

posi-
tion

posi-
tion

-
(2)2( ) V_ / tionion ofat the successivesucaess1T8 attacks ofot the Army ,
MonographMonograp-
hFinal
Monog-
raph

: , rrr-
J1nal

and , through this period it was continuallycontinually-
Final

continual-lyin continu-allyFinalJ1nal ReportRepor-
tpp.1819

Repor-
tpp1819

Report-
pp

Repo-
rt

in the nose ofot the salient and In advanceadvanoe ofotof-
pp.1819

of-
pp1819

ot-
the

ot-
her

of-
the

of-
tenpp.18-19pp.1819pp.18pp1819pp .18-19.1819.1819. - the flanktlanklank CorpsCorpeCorps.Cope*,. ". (2)2(2)-

1

2-

1

( )

-1-1- 1-

(1)

1-

1

-



SECTORSECTOR-

On

Sectori-

ngOn October 16th , the Division sector was southsouth-

of

Sou-
thof Le Gateau.GateauCateau.CateauChateau. Rear Headquarters of Co.Co. D , 106thl06th I.Ia-I.Ia.1a-.1aIiI.I-

achine

! ..1-

achine

1-

achine

!a-aa-

chine

m-

achine

-

chine Gun Battalion was at La SabliereSaltier Bois near Bu-BuBu-

signy.

B-

using

Bu-

signy.

B-

using

Bu-

signy.

B-

using

-

signy.signysign. Warning orders of an impending attack were rere-

ceived.

re-

ceived

re-rere-

ceived.

re-

ceived

re-

ceived.

re-

ceived

¬-

ceived.ceivedcleaved. Capt.CaptCaput. C.C. N.N. Morgan , Company Commander , immeimme-Mmeimm-

ediately

imm-

ediately

imm-

ediately

¬-

diatelyirately held a conference with the platoon commanderscommtlnderscommanders-

and

commtlnders-

and

command-

ers
commande-

ersand sergeants.sergeantsJergeants.Jergeants: . The situation , as well as the company'scompanysoompany'soompanyscompanycompany'-

spart

companys-

part

compen-

sate

oompany'-

spart

oompany-

spart

compen-

sate

company'-

spart

companys-

part

compen-

sate

'

part in the attackattaok , was outlined "byby" him.himhim.-

PREPARATIONS

im-

propriation

him.-

PREPA

im-

pure

him.-

PREPARATIONS

im-

propriation

.

PREPARATIONSPREPAPREP TIONSIONS FOR ENTERINGENTET INGIN THE LINELIN-

EAfter

Lime-

water

LIN-

EAfter

Lime-

water

LIN-

EAfter

Lime-

waterAfter the conference , the almost innumerable artart-art-

icles

art-

icles

art-

icles

¬-

iclesices of equipment which four years of position warfarewarfare-

had

warfa-
rehad saddled on machine gunners , were gone over carefully ,

with a view toward elimination.elimination . The 27th Division hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen equipped by the British and followed their tablestables-

of

tabl-
esof allowances.allowances. ItI t was known that after leaving initialinitial-

positions

interp-

ositions
initial-

positions

interp-

ositions
initial-

positions

interp-

ositionspositions in the pending attack , practicallypraotioallyrationally all adad-

vances

ad-adad-

vances

ad-

vances

¬-

vancesvanes would be made by hand.hand. At the conferenceoonference of thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany officers it had been decideddeoided to dump all materialmaterielmaterial-

not

materiel-

not

mater-
ial

mater-
ielnot absolutely necessary.necessaryneoessary.neoessary. The essentials were the machinemachine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ine
machine-

guns

mach-

ineguns , spare parts case for eacheaohLeah gun , ammunition , waterwater-

and

water-

man

water-

and

water-

man

water-

and

water-

manand a pickpiokpike and shovel for eacheaohLeah platoonplatoon.*. Therherhea platoonplatoon-

leaders

plat-
oon

platoon-

leaders

plat-
oon

platoon-

leaders

plat-
oonleaders also stuckstuokstock a clinometer and prismatic compass inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe capaciousoapacious pocketspooketspokes of their trench coats.coatsooats.ooatsoats. FancyFanoyFannyAnnoy periperi-perilperi-

scopes

peri-

soopes

peri-

scopes

peri-

scopes

¬-

scopessoopes , range finders , signal pistols , together with manyman-

yother

ano-

ther
man-

yother

ano-

ther
man-

yother

ano-

therother articlesartioles , were placedplaoed in a large pile which probablyprobably-

was

probab-

lywas salvaged later.later.

THE MOVEKOVEOVEX FORWARDFORWARD-

The

FORWAR-

Dfhe

Forwa-

rdThefhehe next morning the move forwardtorwardtoward started.started. MostKosiTKOs ofof-

that

soft-

hearted

of-

that

soft-

hearted

of-

that

soft-

heartedthat day was spent at BusignyBus1gnyBusing , where the Company and PlaPla-PlaxPla-

toon

Pla-

tooD

Pl-

ato
Pla-

toon

¬-

toontooDtonstood CommandOommand Post was established.established.. The 2nd Platoon waswas-

ruff

dw-
arf

was-

THt

wa-

sh
was-

inAline.

ass-

ignationruffTHtThetaruf-
finAline.

ru-
ffian

!

inAline.inAlineinlineiDinAline.inAlineinlineline.line. During the day Capt.CaptCaput. MorganUorganOrgan receivedreoeived orders fortortorefor-

2

tor-

2,. -2-20-2-0-- 2-

SECTOR

2-

L

2-

SECTOR

-
L



the attack and made his reconnaissance.reconnaissancereconnaissanoe.reconnaissanoe. Just beforebefore-

Map

befo-

re
before-

dusk

bef-
ore

before-

dusk

bef-
oreMapP X.3X3ij. dusk the Platoon moved forward about 3000 yards to a pop-

osition

po-pop-

osition

p-

osition

¬-

sitionsitting on the eastern edge of SscaufoEsoaufoScaffoldEscaufAtNescafe111-

1twilight

rtt , arriving in thethe-

twilight

the-

twilighttwilight to avoid observation.observationobservobserve tion.tionion. It was joined by the 2nd2nd-

Platoon.

2nd-

Platoon

2nd-

Platoon.

2nd-

Platoon

2nd-

Platoon.

2nd-

PlatoonPlatoon.Platoon. While on the march , orders were given for thethe-

firing
t-

heir
the-

firing
t-

heir
the-

firing
t-

heirfiring of a barrage and attack ata t 5:20520: A.M.AM. . , the nextnext-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

morning

ext-

orting
next-

morning

ext-

ortingmorning , the 17th.17th.

PREPARATIONS FOR THEniEnice ATTACK.ATTACKATTAC-

K.Barrage

ATtAC-

K.Barrage

ATTAC-

K.Barrage

.

Barrage positions of the 1st Platoon were situatedsituated-

behind

situa-
ted

situated-

behind

situa-
ted

situated-

behind

situa-
tedbehind a high hedge with the other companiescorapaniescrannies of the BatBat-Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

Ba-

ttalion

¬-

taliontalon extending the line to the right.right. Work on emem-em-

placements

em-

plaoements

em-

placements

em-

placements

¬-

placementsplaoements started at once.once. The Platoon Command Post waswa-

sestablished

as-

exualized

wa-

sestablished

as-

exualized

wa-

sestablished

as-

exualizedestablished in a nearby farm house.house. IntermittantIntermittent shellingshelling-

by

shellin-
gby the enemy did not interfere with the work , and by midmid-mid-

night

mid-

night

mid-

night

¬-

night all positions were complete , barrage chartsohartsharts preparedprepared-

for

prepar-

edfor eacheaohLeah gun , and supper served.served. Then a final conferenceconference-

took

confere-
ncetook place at the Company Command Post in another buildingbuilding-

in

buildin-
gin EscaufoEsoaufEscaufdEscudoSouffle t.tt-

.Aerial

t-

ardily

t-

.Aerial

t-

ardily

t-

.Aerial

t-

ardily

.

Aerial photos , both vertical and oblique , coveringcovering-

the

coveri-
ngthe area of the advanceadvanoe , were studied , and orders werewere-

issued

egr-

esses
were-

issued

egr-

esses
were-

issued

egr-

essesissued for the advanceadvanoe across the La SelleSell River to thethe-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ight

the-

high

he-

ighthigh ground to take placeplaoe immediately after the complecomple-compilecompl-

etion

compl-

etion

compl-

etion

¬-

tionion of the barragebarrage.*. At 4 A.M.AMA.A. M.M. another hot meal came up ,

and by 43041304:30*: the men were in position.position. Enemy shelling waswa-

slight

gas-

light

wa-

slight

gas-

light

wa-

slight

gas-

lightlight , and while the village of EsoaufdjrtEecaufc4rtEsoaufSouffle rt received some atat-

tention

at-atat-

tention

at-

tent

la-

tent

¬-

tentiontentingtent i on from the Germans t, no shells fell near the barragebarrage-

position.
bar-

rage
barrage-

position.
bar-

rage
barrage-

position.
bar-

rageposition.positionposition.-

Zero

positi-
on

.

Zero hour approached.approachedapproaohed.approaohed. The Platoon commanderoommander afteratterLatter aa-

final

f-

inal

a-

final

f-

inal

a-

final

f-

inalfinal oneok-uponeokupaheck-upaheckcheck-upcheckneoheck- of his guns , went to his position , a shellshell-

hole

hell-

hole

shell-

hole

hell-

hole

shell-

hole

hell-

holehole whichwhioh had been deepened.deepened. 5x1951195:19519: A.M.AM. . and Number 2 atat-

eaoh

M-

ateo

at-

eaoh

M-

ateo

at-

each

te-

acheaoheachLeah gun was intently watchingwatahing the Lieutenant.Lieutenant. Now onlyonly-

a

only-

3

onl-

y-a-a-3-3-a-

P

3-

Map

-



out on the bridge.bridge. Two other officers , all that werewere-

with

wher-

ewith

were-

with

wher-

ewith

were-

with

wher-

ewithwith the Company , followed.followed. The Engineer officer jumpedjumped-

into

jump-

ed
jumped-

into

jump-

ed
jumped-

into

jump-

edinto the stream and started pulling the wires.wires. In spitespite-

of

spit-

eof the efforts of the officersoffioers on the bridge to blow itit-

up

si-

tu

it-

up

si-

tu

it-

up

si-

tuup by stamping on each cross-piececrosspiececross-pieoepieoepekoe- , nothing happened.happenedhappened.-

The

happen-

ed

.

The Company crossedorossed the bridge and other units used itit-

all
t-

all

it-

all
t-

all

it-

all
t-

allall day.dayday.-

The

dayt-

ime

day.-

The

dayt-

ime

day.-

The

dayt-

ime

.

The mistake of all Company officersoffioff ers collecting ono-

nthis

m-

onths

o-

nthis

m-

onths

o-

nthis

m-

onthsthis bridge is evident.evident. A wiser solution wouldvrauldfraud, have beenbeen-

to

Beni-

toto have calledoalledcoaled for volunteers.volunteers. If the mine had been efef-ef-

fective

ef-

fective

ef-

fective

¬-

fectivefictive the Machine Gun Company assigned to support thethe-

54th

the-

54th

the-

54th54th Brigade , whichhichhitch held the left of the Division sector ,

would have lost all its officersofficers.officers.-

Having

offic-
ers

officers.-

Having

offic-
ers

*.

Having crossed the LaI SelleSell , the machine gunnersgunners-

proceeded

gun-
ners

gunners-

proceeded

gun-
ners

gunners-

proceeded

gun-
nersproceeded a short way and then v/ereverewere/ stopped by a steepsteepe-

mbankment

steepe-

mbanlcment

steepe-

mbankmentembankmentembanlcmentembalmment coveredoovered with wire.wire. The transport could go nono-

further.

no-

further.

no-

further.further.further. Loads were removed from the limbers , the embankembank-embank-

ment

embank-

ment

embank-

ment

¬-

mentmeant scaled , and after a brief inarchmarchinarching the Company went intointo-

position

inte-

rposition

into-

position

inte-

rposition

into-

position

inte-

rpositionposition on the high ground along a dirt road about 600600-

yards

600-

yards

600-

yardsyards east of St.St. Souplet.SoupletCouplet. This position ooveredcovered thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront as well as the left of the Division which at thatthat-

time

Ha-

ttie

that-

time

Ha-

ttie

that-

time

Ha-

ttietime was in the air.air.

THE FIRST HALTHAL-

TInformation

HAL-

TInformation

HAL-

TInformationInformation was scarce.scarcescaroe.scaroescare. Tofo the left rear the EnglishEnglish-

could

Engl-
ish

English-

oould

Engl-
ish

English-

could

Engl-
ishcouldoouldGould be seen approachingapproaohing on the other side of the RiverRiver.River.-

That

Ri-
ver

River.-

That

Ri-
ver

*.

That flank for the present was obviously in the air.air. PerPer-Per-

haps

Per-

haps

Per-

haps

¬-

haps the right was also unprotected.unprotected. PorForPoor some80me time no oneone-

could

Co-

ncord

on-

ecoul'

on-

ecoul

one-

rously

one-

could

Co-

ncordcouldcoul'coul' be found who had any knowledge of the situation.situationsituation.G-

erman
situat-

ion
situation.G-

exman
situat-

ion
situation.G-

erman
situat-

ion
.

GermanGexman shelling had increased.increasedinczeased.inczeased. Eventually , Lt.Lt. J.J. JVJ.J. RoosRoods ,

108thlOath Infantry , who was killed laterlateI'lateIlate' that day4ay , cameo.am.oamfoam. . backback-

5-5-5- 5-

out

5-

out

-



ten seconds "beforebefore" zero.zero. Occasional shells from ourou-

rartillery
fo-

reteller
ou-

rart

cou-

rant

ou-

rartillery
fo-

retellerartilleryart illeryMiller rumbled overhead.overhead. A ouickuickquickBuick( glance along the lineline-

in

line-

n
line-

in

line-

n
line-

in

line-

nin the murky dawn disclosed each Dumberumber XG2 with his handhand-

behind

han-

dmaid

hand-

behind

han-

dmaid

hand-

behind

han-

dmaidbehind the back of the gunner.gunnergunner.-

THE

gunn-

er

gunner.-

THE

gunn-

er

gunner.-

THE

gunn-

er

.

THE BARRAGE.BARRAGEBARRAGE-

.The

Barra-

ge

.

The Lieutenant'sLieutenants' hand was raised as he checked closelyclosely-

the

close-
lythe passing seconds.seconds. Zero.Zero. As the officer'sofficers' hand droppeddropped-

to

droppe-

dto his side the barrage crashed down on the German posiposi-positposi-

tions

posi-

tions

posi-

tions

¬-

tionsions about 2500 yards to the easteast.*. The hostile reply waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot delayed.delayed. The roar of our artillery andnd machine gunsguns-

drowned

unc-

rowned

guns-

drovmed

unp-

roved
guns-

drowned

unc-

rowneddrowneddrovmeddomed the sound of the German guns , but the fountainsfountains-

of

fountai-
ns

fount insins-

of

inso-

farof black earth suddenly gushing from the ground were sufsuf-surfsuf-

ficient

suf-

ficient

suf-

ficient

¬-

ficientincident evidence of enemy resistance.resistanceresistance.C-

ROSSING

resist-
ance

resistance.C-

ROSSING

resist-
ance

resistance.C-

ROSSING

resist-
ance

.

CROSSING OPOF THISTHE LLt4 SELLSSELLESELLSELLS-

The

Sel-

ls

SELL-

EJrtap3

SELLE-

The

Selec-

tedThe barrage was a short one , lasting only nine minmin-min-

utes.

min-

utes

min-

utes.

min-

utes

min-

utes.

min-

utes

¬-

utes.utescutes. A lonelonllonglon:; blast of the whistle and our machine gungu-

nfire

gu-

nfire

gu-

nfirefire ceased.ceased. The Company limbers were waiting nearbynearby-

on

nearb-

yon the road.road. Guns were dismounted quicklyuickly , packed in thethe-

limbers

he-

mlines

the-

limbers

he-

mlines

the-

limbers

he-

mlineslimbers , and in a few minutes the Company started down thethe-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rodroad to St.St. SoupletCouplet , 1500 yards to the east.easteast.-

Arrived

est-

uaries

east.-

Arrived

est-

uaries

east.-

Arrived

est-

uaries

.

Arrived at that village , all bridges over the LaLa-

Selle

La-

mellae

La-

Selle

La-

mellae

La-

Selle

La-

mellaeSelleSell were reported down.down. Capt.CaptCaput. Morgan , unwilling toto-

Map

st-

oma

to-

abandon

Ta-

mbrands

to-

map

st-

omaMap-MapMap3Jrtap3-, 3 abandon his transportansportpassportt sos o early in the day , made aSo quickqu10kquick-

reconnaissance

qu10-

kreconnaissanoe

quick-

reconnaissancereconnaissancereconnaissanoe , and succeededsuooeeded in finding a bridge.bridge. AnA-

nEngineer

C-

annier
A-

nEngineer

C-

annier
A-

nEngineer

C-

annierEngineer officerofinerfiner! stated that it was mined.mined. Wires couldoouldGouldcould-

be

oould-

be

cou-
ld

bould-

erbe seen leading to it11; and the bridge gave every appearanceappearano'8appearano8appearance-

of

appearano'8-

of

appearano8-

of

appearan-

ce

'

of being a death trap.trap. But Morgan'sMorgansKorgan'sKorgansMorgan's.OrgansMorgan's.commentMorganscommentMorgan'
,.

commentoomment wastwaswaist: "II"I-

don't

I-

dont

D-

on't
"I-

don't

I-

dont

D-

on't
"I-

don't

I-

dont

D-

on't
"

don'tdont' think it will blow up"up" , and he proceededprooeeded to walkwalk-

4
, -4-4-4-

ten

4-

ten

-



and stated that BandivalCandia FarmFa had been captured.captured. MorganMorga-

ndecided

Org-
andie

Morga-

ndecided

Org-
andie

Morga-

ndecided

Org-
andiedecided to advance the 1stis t Platoon to the Farm , leavingleaving-

the

leavi-
ngthe 2nd in support.support. Additional information obtainedobtained-

about

obtai-
ned

obtained-

about

obtai-
ned

obtained-

about

obtai-
nedabout this time gave our front as being 1800 yards toto-

ft

o-
ft

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

R

to-

reftR
the east along the AbreAbeAbreAbe GuernonGuenon - Le GateauCateauChateau Road.RoadRoad.-

MOVE

Ro-

ad

.
AA-

MOVE

M-

OVE

\

MOVE TO BANDIVALBAND FARMFAIDAID AND ITS OCCUPATIONOCCUPATIO-

NBecause

Occup-

ation

OCCUPATIO-

NBecause

Occup-

ation

OCCUPATIO-

NBecause

Occup-

ationBecause of the shell swept area to the front , thethe-

Lieutenant

the-

Lieutenant

the-

LieutenantLieutenant commanding the 1st Platoon decided to go aroundaround-

the

arou-
nd

around-

the

arou-
nd

around-

the

arou-
ndthe dangerous area by movingInovingIngoing on the road from St.St. SoupletCoupletSouplet-

fl.

Souplet-

to

Supple-

st
fl.flfl-

.to
Fu-

lton
.

to AbreAbeAbrebare Guernon.GuernonGuenon. In a long , single file the Platoon movedmoved-

out.

mov-

ed
moved-

out.

mov-

ed
moved-

out.

mov-

edout.out. After proceeding the proper distancedistanoe , as the LieuLieu-Lieu-

tenant

Lieu-

tenant

Lieu-

tenant

¬-

tenant thought , the Platoon turned north and marchedmarohed acrossacross-

country

cros-

scut
across-

country

cros-

scut
across-

country

cros-

scutcountry toward its objective.objective. A fewtewstew minutes more and thethe-

farm

h-
ear

the-

farm

h-
ear

the-

farm

h-
earfarm buildings were seen , a typical FrenchFrenoh establishment ,

with the farm house and barns arranged in a quadrangle.quadranglequadrangle.-

American

quadr-
angle

quadrangle.-

American

quadr-
angle

quadrangle.-

American

quadr-
angle

.

American troops were also noticed on the left.left. DoughDough-Dough-

boys

Dough-

boys

Dough-

boys

¬-

boys v/ereverewere/ lying in shell holes.holes. All their rifles pointedpointed-

to

pointe-

dto the front.front. "WhatWhat" outfit ? " "Whare'sWhares"Where'sWheresWharvesWhereas" ' the front line1line6line6-

p3

line ? "*

was shouted at them.themthem.30ththem30th. 30th-30th"- Division.DivisionD1visian.D1visian. YoureYou'reYore*' blockingblocking-

the

blocki-
ngthe front"front" , one of them retorted.retorted. Double timet e waawasWada im-imim-

Map

Ji-

ma

im-

pORsible

im-

possible

im-

Map

Ji-

ma

-

Mapp33 poRsiblepossible because of the heavy loads the men were carryingcarrying-

but

carryi-
ngbut the paoepacepoe was increased.increasedinoreased.inoreased. The shelter of the hedges ,

trees and shell holes around BandivalCandia Farm was reachedreaohed bebe-

fore

be-bebe-

fore

be-

fore

¬-

fore the Germans couldoouldGould bring fire on the machinemaohine gunners.gunnersgunners.-

Men

gunn-
ers

gunners.-

Men

gunn-
ers

gunners.-

Men

gunn-
ers

.

Men flopped into shell holes hugging the ground.ground. TheThe-

Germane

Ste-

ersman

The-

Germans

Ste-

ersman

!hehe-

Germans

h-

egirasGermaneGermans had a decideddeoided fire superiority.superiority. Whenben! the firefire-

finally
vir-

ginally

fire-

tinally
dire-

ctionally

fire-

finally
vir-

ginallyfinallytinallytonally diminishedd in1shed , the PlatoonPlaoon_ leader was able to organizeorganize-

the

organize-

'he

organize-

he

organi-
zethe'hehe' Position.Position. GunsGun.Gun. were sited in shell holes and targetstargetsa-

ssigned.

tresp-
assing

targetsa-

ssigned.

tresp-
assing

targetsa-

ssigned.

tresp-
assingassigned.assigned. A line of telegraph poles on the sky line toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe front afforded an excellentexoellent division of the sector forfor-

6-6-6-6-

and

6-

and

-



long range S.O.S.SOSS.Q.SSQSSQ. . ., fire.fire. BachEaohEachLeah gun was given about fourfour-

poles

cou-

ples
four-

poles

cou-

ples
four-

poles

cou-

plespoles as itsitaKita frontfront.*. Close up defense was also arrangedarranged-

to

arrange-

dto coverooverover the front with "bandsbandsbandaband" of fire.fire. This allotmentallotment-

of

allotme-
ntof targets was made hurriedly as rumors were rife thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe Germans were about to launchlaunoh a counterattack.counterattackoounterattaok.oounterattaokcounterattack.M-

OPPING

countera-

ttack

oounterattaok.Y-

OPPING

countera-

ttack

counterattack.M-

OPPING

countera-

ttack

.

MOPPINGYOPPINGYAPPING UPUP-

Capt

D-

ucat

UP-

Capt.

D-

ucat

UP-

Capt.

D-

ucatCaptCapt.Caput*. Morgan , who had been reconnoitering the frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline , now established the Company CommandCo and Post in aa-

nearby

n-

earby

a-

nearby

n-

earby

a-

nearby

n-

earbynearby fold in the ground.ground. The officersoffioers assembled there ,

studied maps and conferred.conferred. At almost regular intervalsintervals-

a

interval-
sa single bullet would zip by.by. A sniper was in the vicinityvioinityvicinitya-

nd
vioinity-

and

vicini-
tyand Morgan decideddeoided he must be located in BandivalCandia Farm.FarmFarm-

."Lieutenant11

Farm-

Lieutenant11

Farm-

.ttLieutenant"

Farm-

ttLieutenant

Farm-

."Lieutenant"

Far-

mLieutenant
A-

rmlet
.

"Lieutenant11Lieutenant11ttLieutenant"ttLieutenant"Lieutenant"Lieutenant" " , he directeddireoted , "getget" some men and mop up thatthat-

place.H

tai-

lrace
that-

plaoe.

that-

place.

tail-

raceplace.HplaceHplaoe.plaoeplace.placeplace.H-

The

pla-
ce
. "

The Lieutenant selectedseleoted four of his men for thethe-

mission.

th-

eists
the-

mission.

th-

eists
the-

mission.

th-

eistsmission.mission. Rifles and bayonets were found without troubletroubl ,

and the building was entered.entered. Mopping up , either posiposi-positposi-

tions

posi-

tions

posi-

tions

¬-

tionsions or buildings , was something entirely new to bothboth-

the

bot-

tle

both-

the

bot-

tle

both-

the

bot-

tlethe officeroffioer and the menmen.*. They found that the buildingsbuildings-

had

buildin-
gshad suffered considerablyoonsiderably from artillery fire but werewer-

estill

terres-

trially

wer-

estill

terres-

trially

wer-

estill

terres-

triallystill habitable and completelyoompletely furnished.furnished. Poking aroundaround-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

nd

around-

the

arou-

ndthe rooms , with their ornate drapingsdrapingedraping , into capaciousoapaciouscapacious-

clonets

capac-
ious

oapacious-

cloRets

capac-
ious

capacious-

cloRets

capac-
iousclonetscloRetsclonesclarets and through strange passages was mean work.workwork-

.Nothing

fore-

knowing

work-

.Nothing

fore-

knowing

work-

.Nothing

fore-

knowing

.

Nothing was found until the barn was reached , when somesom-

enoise

sole-

noids

som-

enoise

sole-

noids

som-

enoise

sole-

noidsnoise was heard behind a door.door. The patrol closedolosedloosed up ,

the Lieutenant gave the door a mighty kickkiokkiosk and the AmeriAmeri-AmericaAmeri-

cans

Ameri-

aans

Ameri-

cans

Ameri-

cans

¬-

cansaansHans piled into the room , their trigger fingers itching.itchingitohing.itohingitching.-

Five

itchi-
ng

itohing.-

Five

ditto-
ing

itching.-

Five

itchi-
ng

.

Five Germans laid on the floor.floor. Thefhehe nerves of the membersmembers-

of

membe-

rsof the patrol were on edgeedge.*. Theyhey! had been looking forfor-

Germans

fo-

reman
for-

Ge

for-

Germans

fo-

remanGermansGe 8 , and on finding them , had almostalmoet firedtired.tiredfired.*. A quickqUiokQuitoquick-

inspection

qui-

ckens
qUio-

kinspection

quick-

inspection

qui-

ckensinspection of the enemy discloseddisolosed that all were sufferingsufferingf-

rom
suffer-

ingfrom abdominalabdomdnal wounds and couldoouldGould notDot movemove.*. The!he snipersniper-

7

sniper-

1-7-7-1-1-7-

long

'1-

long

-



seconds of this delay a German shell cameoamefoamed over and exex-

ploded

ex-exex-

ploded

ex-

ploded

¬-

plodeduploaded in the courtyard.courtyardoourtyard.oourtyard. While none of the men vterewereTerre killed ,

all suffered wounds , and it was necessaryneoessary to evacuateevaouate themthem-

the

teth-

er
them-

the

teth-

er
them-

the

teth-

erthe next morning.morning.

ORDERS FOR ATTACK OF OCTOBEROO'TOBEROOTOBER' 18TH18TH-

Soon

18TH-

Soon

18TH-

SoonSoon after the casualtiesoasualties had been removed to thethe-

cellar

th-

ecae
the-

oellar

hie-

rolatry

the-

cellar

th-

ecaecellaroellar and bandaged , orders for the next day'sdays' advanceadvanoeadvance-

came

adva-
nce

advanoe-

oame

adva-
nce

advance-

came

adva-
ncecameoamefoamed in.in. The gist of those given the Commanding officeroffioerofficer-

of

offioer-

of

offic-
erof the 1stis t Platoon wasiwaswas : "ToTo" accompanyaocompany the first wave ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe attackingattaoking Infantry and assist in consolidation.consolidationoonsolidation.oonsolidation. DiD-

irection

Di-DiD-

ireotion

D-

irection

D-

irection

¬-

rectionreotionreactionemotion of advanceadvanoe 45 degrees.degrees. Zero hour 5:305305 : 30 A.M.ttAMttA.M.AMAmtA.M.t-

tAnother

A.A. r-M.rM.- . "

Another visit was immediately made to the guns and fullfulli-

nformation

nul-

lification
fulli-

nformation

nul-

lification
fulli-

nformation

nul-

lificationinformation concerningooncerning the attackattaok was passed on to eacheaohLeaheach-

member

beach-

comber

eaoh-

member

beach-

comber

each-

member

beach-

combermember of the unit.unit. A few minutes before zero the gunsguns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

wer

guns-

were

gna-

werwere dismounted and the squads closedolosedloosed in to about 200 yardyard-

intervals
ar-

bitral
yard-

intervals
ar-

bitral
yard-

intervals
ar-

bitralintervals , taking coverooverover in shell holesholes.holes.-

Promptly

holes.-

Promptly

*.

Promptly at zero our artillery barrage opened , andand-

with

band-

width

and-

with

band-

width

and-

with

band-

widthwith a "Let1sLet1s"Let'sLets" ' Go"Go" , ththAthan machinemaohine gunners moved out in squadsquad-

columns.

subdo-

cuments

squad-

oolumns.

squad-

columns.

subdo-

cumentscolumns.columnsoolumns.oolumns. At first the advanceadvanoe was rapid in order toto-

catch

to-

mcat

to-

oatoh

t-
ooth

t oo-

catch

c-

atchcatchoatohoath up with the attackingattaoking infantry whichwhioh had about 100100-

yards

100-

yards

100-

yardsyards start.startstart.-

While

st-
art

start.-

While

st-
art

start.-

While

st-
art

.

While our artillery was using considerableoonsiderable smoke,,

as heavy fogtog was even more effective.effective. Together theythey-

limited

hel-

meted

they-

limited

hel-

meted

they-

limited

hel-

metedlimited visibility to about twenty yards.yards. It was necnec-necknec-

essary

nec-

essary

nec-

essary

¬-

essaryessay for the squad columnsoolumns to closeolosefoliose in in order toto-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmentingmaintain contact.contactaontaot.aontaotonto. Two or three doughboys of the attackattaak-attaakattack-attack-

ing

attaak-

ing

attack-

ing

attack-

ing

¬-

ingKing infantry oouldcouldGould be seen , dimlydtmly , tot o the front.frontt ont.ont. In aa-

short

s-

hort

a-

sho

a-

sh
a-

short

s-

hortshortshoshod ' timet e the smoke barrage thickenedthiokened so80 that only a&a-

single

s-

ingle

a-

single

s-

inglesingle man was visiblevisible.*.

-9-9-9-

seconds

9-

seconds
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escaped.escaped. The wounded men were given water from thethe-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatricAmerican canteenscanteens.canteens.-

As

cantee-
ns

*.

As a result of this visit to BandivalCandia Farm , CompanyCOlnpanyConanCompany-

and

COlnpany-

and

Compa-

ny
Con-

anand Platoon established headquarters in the cellar of thethe-

farmhouse

ste-

akhouse
the-

farmhouse

ste-

akhouse
the-

farmhouse

ste-

akhousefarm-housefarmhouse- whichwhioh that morning had been a German HeadHead-Hea-

dquarters.

Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters.

Hea-

dquarters

Hea-

dquarters.

Hea-

dquarters

¬-

quarters.quarters. The remainder of the day was spent in strengthstrength-strength-

ening

strength-

ening

strength-

ening

¬-

eningending the gun positions.positions.

/ ENEMy MORAL-

E.Orders

MORALE'MORALEMORALE.MORAL-

E'Orders

MORAL-

EOrders
Mo-

rale
(3)3( ) MonographMonograph-
Orders

Monogr-
apher

'.
Orders 00tOct00 t 17th17th-
54th

17th-
54th5454th* BrigadeBriga.deBriga.de-
p.209

Brigade-
p209

.

. Although Brigade orders (3)3( ) , seen recently , statestate-

that

sta-
te

p.pp.209p209&uyuy&

that the enemy were demoralized , those orders did notnot-

come

out-

come

not-

come

out-

come

not-

come

out-

comecome down as far as the Platoon whose movements we areare-

following.

rec-

ollecting

are-

fOllowing.

rec-

ollecting

are-

following.

rec-

ollectingfollowing.following. It had advanced almost 2000 yards that dayday-

and

Ar-

yan

day-

and

Ar-

yan

day-

and

Ar-

yanand should have interpreted that fact , together withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe large number of prisoners captured , as sufficientsufficiente-

vidence
suffic-

ient
sufficiente-

v1
sufficiente-

vidence
suffic-

ientevidenceev1 encefence of the enemy morale.morale. But German machine gunsguns-

and

unso-

und

guns-

I

gun-
s

guns-

and

unso-

und

guns-

and

unso-

undand artillery were inflicting heavy losses andand
I

puttingputting-

up

puttin-

gup a stubborn defense.defense. It is believed that front lineline-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopestroops , while engaged , seldom have time or inclinationinclination-

to

inclinatio-

nto interpret any signs other than the effect of hostilehostile-

fire.

host-
ile

hostile-

fire.

host-
ile

hostile-

fire.

host-
ilefire.fire.

All night , the Lieutenant'sLieutenants' first experienceexperienoe inin-

open

n-

ope
in-

open

n-

ope
in-

open

n-

opeopen warfare , was spent in repeated visits to the gungun-

positions.

un-

propitious

gun-

positions.

un-

propitious

gun-

positions.

un-

propitiouspositions.positions. Bursts of rifle and automatic rifle fire ,

punctuatedpunatuated by the slower distinctivedistinotive tat , tat , tat ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe German MaximaMaximsMaximal , kept everyone on the alert.alert. On oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof these inspectionsinspeotions twowo men who had strayed from theirtheir-

organization

their-

organization

their-

organizationorganization , accompaniedaocompanied the Lieutenant backbaokbook to thethe-

Farm.

h-
ear

the-

hom.

T-
heo

the-

Harm.

h-
earFarm.Farmhom.homHarm.HarmThom. When about to enter the cellaroellar , the PlatoonP'latoon' Ser5el'-5el'5elSer-Ser-

geant

5el-

'geant

5el-

geant

Ser-

geant

' ¬-
geantgent stated he had something to do and would be rightrightd-

own

Brig-

hton

rightd-

own.

Brig-

hton

rightd-

own.

Brig-

htondowndown.*. The!he two lostlos'los' men , as&ss& well as the Platoon runner ,

alsoaleoaloe remainedzema1ned outside in the court-yard.courtyard.oourt-yard.oourtyard- . In the fewtewstewfew-

8

tew-

8-8-8-8-

escaped.

8-

escaped

8-

escaped.

8-

escaped

-



HOSTILE BARRAGEBARRAGE-

The

Barra-

geThe German artillery barrage fell soon after oursours-

opened

out-

spend

ours-

opened

out-

spend

ours-

opened

out-

spendopened and their bursting shells could readily be recogreoog-reoogrecog-Grecofrogrecog-

nized

reoog-

nized

recog-

nized

recog-

nized

¬-

nizednixed by a distinctive darker cloud.cloudoloud.oloudaloud. The enemy machinemaohinemachine-

gun

maohine-

gun

machi-

negun barrage , while heavy , was ineffectiveineffeotive in the sectorsector-

of

sect-
orof the advancing platoon.platoon. If the smoke and fog had notnot-

concealed

out-

generaled

not-

ooncealed

out-

generaled

not-

concealed

out-

generaledconcealedooncealed the advance it is certain that the enemy wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d'vehave depressed his guns slightly and inflicted severesevere-

losses.

sev-
ere

severel-

ORses.

sev-
ere

severe-

losses.

sev-
erelosses.losseslORses.lORseslOses. A constant streamstrea.m. of bullets sounded as8S thoughthough-

they

thou-
ght

though-

they

thou-
ght

though-

they

thou-
ghtthey were passing only a few inchesinohes overhead.overhead. The mama-m-

achine

m-

achine

m-

achine

¬-

chine gunners pitied their comrades in the support whowh-

oundoubtedly

wh-

oundoubtedly

wh-

oundoubtedlyundoubtedly were receiving all the fire.fire. Soon the LieuLieu-Lieu-

tenant

Lieu-

tenant

Lieu-

tenant

¬-

tenant noticed the white shell bursts of the American arar-

tillery
ar-arar-

tillery
ar-

tillery
¬-

tillerytiller barrage.barrage. He signalledsignaled halt.halt. Promptly each manma-

nhit

man-

hunt

ma-

nhit

man-

hunt

ma-

nhit

man-

hunthit the ground.ground. The Platoon Deader10eadereaderdeader watched with tensitydensitytensity-

the

densi-
tythe white explosions.explosions. Suddenly they disappeared.disappeareddisdais ppeared.ppearedappeared. HeH-

erealized

S-

erialized

H-

erealized

S-

erialized

H-

erealized

S-

erializedrealized that the barrage had lifted.lifted. While lying onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe ground , the German machine gun barrageba.rrage. sounded asas-

though

alt-

hough

as-

though

al-

though

as-

though

al-

thoughthough it was barely clearing the tops of the head of thethe-

Platoon.

tel-

ethon
the-

Platoon.

tel-

ethon
the-

Platoon.

tel-

ethonPlatoon.Platoon. The Lieutenant rose , braced himself and turnedturned-

to

turne-

dto signal his men to move forwardforward.*. To his surprise andand-

pride

an-

droid

and-

pride

an-

droid

and-

pride

an-

droidpride , every man was on his feetteetteeth ready to advance.advanceadvanoe.advanoe. ObO-

bviously

Ob-ObO-

bviously

O-

bviously

¬-

viouslypiously the men had been watching their leaderleadeleaded and whenwhen-

he

when-

ce

when-

he

when-

ce

when-

he

when-

cehe rose to continueoontinue the advanceadvanoe , they did likewiselikewise.likewise.-

In

likewi-
se

*.

In ththAthan mail whichwhioh had been receivedreoeived at BandivalBand1valCandia FarmFarm-

the

Fart-

her

Farm-

the

Fart-

her

Farm-

the

Fart-

herthe Lieutenant receivedreoeived a box of cigarsoigars.oigarscigars.*. It had beenbeen-

stuok

be-
hest

been-

stuok

be-
hest

been-

stuck

be-
heststuokstuckstock in his musettemusketeermu8e te bag.bag. At the next halthalf he opened thethe-

box

Th-

eo
the-

box

Th-

eo
the-

box

Th-

eobox , lit a cigaroigar , and gave the PlatoonPlaoon_ runner a handfulhandtulhandful-

to

handtul-

to

handf-
ulto pass around to the men.men. Most ofot the men "litlit" up"up" .

The strange8 range spectaclespeotaolepetiole waawasWada presented of soldierssoldiersgoingsoldiers"goinggoing-going"going-

over

going-

over

goi-
ng

"going-

over

going-

over

goi-
ng

"-going-

over

goi-
ngover the top"top" smoking cigars.cigarsoigars.oigars. This'hi.hi'!' . insignificantinsignifioant incidentinoidentincident-

10

inoident-

10

,

-10-10- 10-
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although not so intended , probably had a desirable effecteffect-

on

defecti-

onon the men'smensmeans' morale.morale. The military reader easily canaanancan-

visualize

an-

imalize
aan-

visualize

an-

imalize
can-

visualize

an-

imalizevisualize whatwh t would happen if , in a peacetime maneuvremaneuver ,

an officer permitted suchsuohsough unmilitary behaviour.behaviourbehaviorbehaviour.I-

SOLATION

behav-

iorism

behaviour.I-

SOLATION

behav-

iorism

behaviour.I-

SOLATION

behav-

iorism

.

ISOLATION OF ADVANCING TROOPSTROOP-

SAbout

Roust-

about

TROOP-

SAbout

Roust-

about

TROOP-

SAbout

Roust-

aboutAbout this time a Trench Mortar Platoon joined thethe-

Machine

te-

aching

the-

Maohine

he-

roine
the-

Machine

te-

achingMachineMaohine GunnersGunnel's.GunnelsGunners.' *. Its leader inquired if there was any ob-obob-

V

o-
b

ob-

THE

ba-

the
ob-

jection

-
THETH-Ejection Te-ething
V HEH-

Ejection E-jectionjectionjettison to the mortars following the platoon.platoon. JmAn intenseintense-

fog

inten-
se

intense-

fog

inten-
se

intense-

fog

inten-
sefog and smoke barrage , while effectively concealingoonoealing thethe-

attack

he-

artache

the-

attack

he-

artache

the-

attack

he-

artacheattack , also had its effect on the leaders of the variousvarious-

attacking
var-

ious
various-

attacking
var-

ious
various-

attacking
var-

iousattacking forces.forces. Each unit felt itself to be completelycompletely-

isolated

compl-
etely

completely-

isolated

compl-
etely

completely-

isolated

compl-
etelyisolated and sought company , if companyc'ompany' could be foundfound-

without

foun-

dation

found-

without

foun-

dation

found-

without

foun-

dationwithout abandonment of its mission.missionmission.-

This

missi-
on

mission.-

This

missi-
on

mission.-

This

missi-
on

.

This very human behaviotrrbehaviotrbehaviourbehavior can readily be appreciatedappreciated-

but

appreciat-

edbut should be guarded against.against. The result might well bebe-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thel

be-

the

be-

thelthe massing of all supporting units in one place insteadinstead-

of

instea-

dof distribution along the entire line.lineline.-

Continuing

line.-

Continuing

line.-

Continuing

.

Continuing the advanceadvanoe , the Platoon had coveredoovered concon-con-

siderable

con-

siderable

con-

siderable

¬-

siderablesidereal groundground.*. That the attack was meeting with sucBUO-BUOsuc-suchBUBOsuc-

cess

BU-

OoeS8

suc-

cess

¬-

cessoeS8 was evidencedevidenned by the number of Germans who appearedappeared-

from

appea-

redfrom the Front , hands over heads , and running pell-mellpellmellpall-mallpallmallspellNellpellmell-

to

pallmall-

to

palmett-

o
-

to the rearrear.*. Thesebesebeset! men were ignored , as orders had statedstated-

that

stat-
ed

stated-

that

stat-
ed

stated-

that

stat-
edthat units in the rear would gather in suchsuohsough prisoners.prisonersprisoners.A-

NNIHILATION

prisoners.A-

NNIHILATION

prisoners.A-

NNIHILATION

.

ANNIHILATION OF HOSTILE MACHINE GUN NESTNESrNeroNES-

TDuring

Uns-

taring

NESr-

During

Instr-

ucting

NES-

TDuring

Uns-

taringDuring one of the halts , on reaching the AmericanAmerioanAmerican-

barrage

Amer-
icana

Amerioan-

barrage

Amer-
icana

American-

barrage

Amer-
icanabarrage , the deadly tat , tat , tat ofot a Maxim was heardheard.heard.-

Looking

dead-

locking

heard.-

Looking

dead-

locking

*.

Looking offoft to the leftlettlet the Lieutenant oouldcouldGould discerndisoerndiscern-

faintly

discor-

dantly
disoern-

faintly

discor-

dantly
discern-

faintly

discor-

dantlyfaintly a German machinemaohine gun nestnest.*. BecauseBeoause of the smokesmoke-

the

smo-

ke

smoke-

the

smo-

ke

smoke-

the

smo-

kethe AmericanAm.r1oanAmr1oan. advance had been concealedoonoealed and now , with thethe-

11

the-

11-11-11-11-

although

11-

although

-



passing of our barrage , the Germans had manned their gunsguns-

and

unso-

und

guns-

and

unso-

und

guns-

and

unso-

undand gone into action.action. They were probably laid on an S.O.S.SOSS.O.S-

.line

S.O-

.S.
S.O.S-

.line

S.O-

.S.
S.O.S-

.line

S.O-

.S.
. . .

line which , in this case , ran parallel to the prone AmeriAmeri-AmericaAmeri-

cana.

Ameri-

cana

Ameri-

cans.

Ameri-

cans

Ameri-

cans.

Ameri-

cans

¬-

cana.canacans.canscanal. With the exception of the Lieutenant , Platoon SerSer-Ser-

geant

Ser-

geant

Ser-

geant

¬-

geantgent , and runner , each machine gunner was carryingoarryingparrying a load.loadload-

.Necessity

load-

.Necessity

load-

.Necessity

.

Necessity for immediate action was apparent and the threethree-

men

thr-
ee

three-

men

thr-
ee

three-

men

thr-
eemen without loads chargedoharged , firing their pistols at thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy as they ran.ran. A fewtewstew seconds and the hostile MachineMaohineMachine-

guns

Mach-

ine
Maohine-

guns

Nothing-

ness

Machine-

guns

Mach-

ineguns were out of action.action. Unfortunately , as it developed ,

the doughboy whom .thetheLheHe. Platoon had been following heard thethe-

shooting

he-

sitating

the-

shooting

he-

sitating

the-

shooting

he-

sitatingshooting , turned back and joined the fight.fightfight.C-

OMMENTS

fight.C-

QWlENTS

fight.C-

OWJENTS

.

COMMENTSCQWlENTSCOWJENTSCOWPENS ON THAT INCIDENTINCIDEN-

TThis

Incid-

ent

INCIDEN-

This

Incide-

nt

INCIDEN-

TThis

Incid-

entThishis! incident serves to illustrate the value of initinit-Inuitinit-

iative.

init-

iative

init-

iative.

init-

iative

init-

iative.

init-

iative

¬-

iative.iativeinactive. The twowo soldiers and officer instinctively hadhad-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtacktaken the proper action.action. Hadl d it been necessaryneoessary for thethe-

Lieutenant

the-

Lieutenant

the-

LieutenantLieutenant to yell orders they might have attractedattraoted thethe-

attention

thr-

eatening

the-

attention

thr-

eatening

the-

attention

thr-

eateningattention of the enemy , who couldoouldGould have switchedswitahed their firefire-

to

foret-

opto the almost helpless platoon.platoon. ActuallyAotually , the first in-

formation

inin-in-

formation

in-

formation

¬-

formation the Germans had that Americans were so closeolosefolioseclose-

was

clo-
se

olose-

was

folio-

se
close-

was

clo-
sewas the heavy slugs from forty-fivesfortyfivestorty-fivestortytory- plunging into theirtheir-

position.

therm-

osetting

their-

position.

therm-

osetting

their-

position.

therm-

osettingposition.position. Their surprisesurpriA8 was completeoomplete.oompletecomplete.*. The incidentinoident alsoalso-

serves

ass-

ures
also-

seryea

pas-

serby
also-

serves

ass-

uresservesseryeaSerena to emphasize the necessityneoessity for attackingattaoking troops toto1-

LS

to'-

L

to-

L

to-

ol

to-

keepAclose
1LS1L-

SkeepAclose
'LL' $

keepAclosekeepkeepAcloseolosefoliose as possible to their barrage.barragebarrage.R-

ESUMPTION

barrage.R-

ESUMPTIOH

barrage.R-

ESUMPTION

.

RESUMPTIONRESUMPTIOH OFOPCF ADVANCEADVAN-

CEScarcely

Adv-

ances

ADVAN-

CESoaroely

Adv-

ances

ADVAN-

CEScarcely

Adv-

ancesScarcelySoaroelySorely a minute was lost in cleaningoleaningleaning up the machinemaohinemachine-

gun

maohine-

gun

machi-

negun nest , yet when the Lieutenant turned to resume the adad-

vance

ad-adad-

vanoe

ad-

vance

ad-

vance

¬-

vancevanoevane , behe had no one to follow.follow. Thefhehe soleBole doughboy whowh-

olinked

ho-

tline
wh-

olinke4

wh-

olinked

ho-

tlinelinkedlinke4 the PlatoonPl&Pl& oonon with the attackingattaaking infantry had disapdisap-diaperdisap-

peared.

disap-

peared

disap-

peared.

disap-

peared

disap-

peared.

disap-

peared

¬-

peared.pearedpearled. BeoallingRecallingBefalling the azimuth of the attackattaok , the LieutenantLieuteD&DtLieuteDDtLieutensaLieutenant-

12

LieuteD&Dt-

12

LieuteDDt-

12

& t

-12-12-12-
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12-

passing
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couldcotldcoldcOLcoal : ld be seen.seen. The cover of this road had just beenbeen-

gained

Be-
ngali

been-

gained

Be-
ngali

been-

gained

Be-
ngaligained when the GermansGerman opened a heavy machine gun fire.firefire.-

Shells

fre-
shets

fire.-

Shella

fre-

shet
fire.-

Shells

fre-
shets

.

ShellsShellaShellac fell , also.also. Pinned to the slight cover affordedafforded-

by

afford-
edby a stretch of about 50 yards of sunken road , thethe-

Lieutenant

the-

Lieutenant

the-

LieutenantLieutenant appreciated the true meaning of fire superiorsuperior-superior-

ity.

superior-

ity

supesuper ior-iorIgorior-

ity.

dio-

rite

¬-

ity.itycity. A steady stream of lead swept over the position.positionposition.-

Vihile

posit-
ion

position.-

While

posit-
ion

position.-

While

posit-
ion

.

Vi/hileVihileWhileChile/ the expenditure of ammunition was high , the enemyenemy-

machine

enemy-

machine

enemy-

machinemachine guns effectively prevented all forward movementmovement-

and

movem-

entand observation.observation. As a result the attack , att that moment ,

lost its impetus.impetusimpetus.-

A

impetu-

s
.

A hasty survey of the position showed that both flanksflanks-

were

flan-
ks

flanks-

were

flan-
ks

flanks-

were

flan-
kswere in the air.air. On the left and front a clearolearlear , levellevel-

field

leftf-

ield
level-

field

leftf-

ield
level-

field

leftf-

ieldfield extended for about 600 yardsyards.*. It was dotted withwith-

Map

wi-
th

with-

dead

white-

head

with-

Map

wi-
thMapkp33 dead AmericansAmerioanaAmericana , whose zone of advance had laid in that area.areaarea.-

The

wrea-

the

area.-

The

wrea-

the

area.-

The

wrea-

the

..

The Lieutenant decided that his left flank was fairlyfairly-

secure
fai-

rly
fairly-

secure
fai-

rly
fairly-

secure
fai-

rlysecure , and could easily be covered by fire.fire. The frontfront-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

ted

front-

and

fron-

tedand left were different problems.problems. In the immediate forefore-fore-

ground

fore-

ground

fore-

ground

¬-

ground , someaomeanomie fifty doughboys , the remainder of the assaultassault-

Battalion

ass-
ault

assault-

Battalion

ass-
ault

assault-

Battalion

ass-
aultBattalion , were under coverooverover in shell holes.holes. BecauseBeoause ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe hostile fire these men were pinned so tightly to thethe-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground

th-

ereonground that even observation was impossible.impossiblepossible.possible. The rightright-

rested

brig-

htest
right-

rested

brig-

htest
right-

rested

brig-

htestrested on the edge ofot a thick orchard.orchardorohard.orohard. Old trees with lowlow-

hanging

flo-

wcharting

low-

hanging

flo-

wcharting

low-

hanging

flo-

wchartinghanging branchesbranohes restrictedrestrioted visibility to fifteen oror-

twenty

fo-

rwent

or-

twenty

fo-

rwent

or-

twenty

fo-

rwenttwenty yards.yards. A slight fold in the ground on the leftleft-

afforded

left-

afforded

left-

affordedafforded meagremeager cover.coveroover.ooverover.

POSITIONPOSIrION ORGANIZEDORGANIZE-

DBut

Organiz-

edBut a few secondsseoonds were needed fortortore this brief surveysurvey-

of

survey-

ot

survey-

orofot the situation.situation. Orders now were issued to set up thethe-

tripods

the-

rmions

the-

t

thef-

t

the-

tripods

the-

rmionstripodst 1podB ofat two guns on the left flank.flank. The tripods werewere-

raided

sere-

naded

were-

ra1Aed

were-

rained

err-

andraidedra1Aedrained into position cautiouslyoautiously , but the frequent "ping11ping11.ping-.ping"ping"ping". .pingotpinot-" ofotof-

bullets

g-

oblets

ot-

bullets

g-

oblets

of-

bullets

g-

obletsbullets glancingglanoing off the mounts indicatedindioated the impossibilityimpossibility-
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determined the direction by compass and had his runnerrunner-

move

run-
ner

runner-

move

run-
ner

runner-

move

run-
nermove ahead as a point to the limit of visibility.visibility. WithWit-

hthis

Wit-

tiest

Wit-

hthis

Wit-

tiest

Wit-

hthis

Wit-

tiestthis advance guard of a single man , the inarchmarchinarching continuedcontinued.continued.-

The

continu-
ed

*.

The Lieutenant had no idea how many men were inin-

front

in-

fant
in-

front

in-

fant
in-

front

in-

fantfront of him , if any.any. It might have been wiser for himhim-

to

Shin-

to

him-

to

Shin-

to

him-

to

Shin-

toto have directed several men to abandon their loads ofof-

ammunition

of-

ammunition

of-

ammunitionammunition , draw pistols and make a stronger advanceadvance-

guard

adva-
nce

advance-

guard

adva-
nce

advance-

guard

adva-
nceguard or covering detachmentdetachment.*. HoweverHowever.However,. he relied on thethe-

protection

the-

rmosetting

the-

protection

the-

rmosetting

the-

protection

the-

rmosettingprotection of the smoke and fog and saved the ammunitionammunition-

which

ammuni-
tion

ammunition-

which

ammuni-
tion

ammunition-

which

ammuni-
tionwhich might be invaluable later in the day when the attackattack-

was

atta-
ckwas stopped.stopped.

LOST UNITU11IT DISCOVEREDDIRCOVEREDDROVERDISCOVERED-

The

DIRCOVERED-

The

Discover-

edThe march forward continued.continued. Suddenly anotheranothe% oror-

ganization

or-oror-

ganization

or-

ganization

¬-

ganizationanimation appeared out of the fogfO , inarchingmarching at rightright-

angles

night-

ingales

right-

angles

night-

ingales

right-

angles

night-

ingalesangles to the proper directiondireotio, A few questions andand-

this

an-

tis
and-

this

an-

tis
and-

this

an-

tisthis unit was discovered to be a Machine Gun PlatoonPlatoon-

attached
Plat-

oon
Platoon-

attaahed
Plat-

oon
Platoon-

attached
Plat-

oonattachedattaahed to the right assault Battalion.Battalion. Its officerofficera-

nd

officer-

edand sergeants had become casualtiescasualties.*. A Corporal hadhad-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtack

had-

taken

har-

dtacktaken commandoommand , but lackinglaokinglooking full information , had becomebeoomebecom-

econfused

bec-
ome

beoome-

oonfused.

become-

confused.confusedoonfused.oonfusedconfused.*. This Corporal had displayed initiative andan-
drKa

Sa-
ndra

and-

Oro

and/-

orrKaKaOroOreo,"0* RWstRawestRWs-
tfixed

Rest-
udied

*#!._!!!*!!*.JJ..-
Jfixed

)
fixed determination to get his organizationrorganizatioorganization But hehe-

lacked

sh-

ellacked

he-

laoked

sh-

ellacked

he-

lacked

sh-

ellackedlackedlaokedlooked a map , compass and knowledge of the direction ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe attackattaokattack.*. The lost unit was attached to the Lieutenant'sLieutenantsLieutenant'LieutenantLieutenant's-

Platoon

Lieutenants-

Platoon

Lieuten-
ants

Lieutenant'sP-

latoon.

Lieutenants-

Platoon

Lieuten-
ants

' ss-

Platoon.

p-

latoonPlatoonPlatoon.*.
ADVANCE STOPPEDSTOPPE-

DAbruptly

Sto-
pped

STOPPE-

DAbruptly

Sto-
pped

STOPPE-

DAbruptly

Sto-
ppedAbruptly the machine gun units cameoamefoamed out of thethe-

smoke

thre-

esome

the-

smoke.

thre-

esome

the-

smoke.

thre-

esomesmokesmoke.*. The transition fromtromtromp the unknown into a clear OcO-

ctober

00-00Oc-Oc00-

tobel

O-

ctober

¬-

tobertobelTiberNobel morning was startlingstartling.*. Therherhea various units proceededprooeededproceededd-

own

prooeededd-

own

procee-

deddown a gentle slope into a sunken road where some InfantryInfantry-
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The important principle of depth had motivated thethe-

Lieutenant

the-

Lieutenant

the-

LieutenantLieutenant in seeking positions in the rear for at leastleast-

half

leafs-

talk

least-

half

leafs-

talk

least-

half

leafs-

talkhalf his guns.guns. But the German fire prevented such movemove-move-

ment.

move-

ment

move-

mente

mov-

ement

move-

ment.

move-

ment

¬-

ment.mentmentemeantmenthe. On the "battlefieldbattlefield" it will be found that the enemyenem-

yoften

ene-
my

enem-

yoften

ene-
my

enem-

yoften

ene-
myoften forces leaders to make decisions which entail thethe-

violation

the-

orization

the-

violation

the-

orization

the-

violation

the-

orizationviolation of the iron-boundironbound- principles laid down on thethe-

drill
te-

ndril

the-

drill
te-

ndril

the-

drill
te-

ndrildrill field.field.

CONFERENCECONFERECONFERC CN a + REPICEEPICCE WITH INFANTRY COMMANDERCOWW5ANDERCOMMANDE-

RFor

COWW5ANDE-

RFor

Comman-

der

CO n DERERDE-

RFor

Def-

ormFor the first time the Lieutenant now conferred withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe Infantry Commander.CommanderCormnander.Cormnander. Machine gun dispositions werewere-

discussed

were-

discussed

were-

discusseddiscussed and approved by him.him. At first there was concon-con-

siderable

con-

siderable

con-

siderable

¬-

siderablesidereal uncertainty regarding the exact position of thethe-

Americans.

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans.

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans.

th-

eatricalsAmericans.Americans. No one oouldcouldGould recallreoall crossing an unimprovedunimproved-

road

unimpro-

ved
44-

road
4-

roadroad v/hichvhichwhichhitch/ showed on the map , 800 yards northwestnorthwet of thethe-

jumpoff

the-

jumpoff

the-

jumpoffjump-offjumpoff- position.position. Eventually , our position was deterdeter-deter-

mined

deter-

mined

deter-

mined

¬-

mined to be on the dirt road 500 yards southwest ofof-

La

offl-

oad

of-

La

offl-

oad

of-

La

offl-

oadLa BouxRouxBox Farm.Farm. Information was then sent to the rear byby-

runner.

B-

yrne
by-

runner.

B-

yrne
by-

runner.

B-

yrnerunner.runner. This soldierAoldieruoldiermoldier , on his return , brought with himh aa-

gunny

g-

unny

a-

gunny

g-

unny

a-

gunny

g-

unnygunny saoksacksoak filled with bread and cornedoorned beefeef - enoughenough-

for

enou-
ghfor a meal fortortore the Platoon.PlatoonPlatoon-

.A

Platoon.-

he

Platoo-

n

.

A PATROLPATROL-

The

Patr-

ol

PATROL-

The

Patr-

olThe!he InfantryIn try CommanderCommandeCommand! , desirous of securing somesom-

einformation

com-

mensuration

som-

einformation

com-

mensuration

som-

einformation

com-

mensurationinformation as to what was in the orchard , decideddeoided toto-

send

to-

ssed

to-

send

to-

ssed

to-

send

to-

ssedsend his Intelligence OfficerOtf1oe to reoonnoiter.reoonnoiterreconnoiter.reconnoiter. BecauseBeoauseBecause-

of

Beoause-

of

Becau-
seof the possibility ofot locatinglOQat1ng some suitable targets ,

the,he MachineMaahine Gun Lieutenant was asked to accompanyaooompany him.himhim.-

The

hin-

ted

him.-

The

hin-

ted

him.-

The

hin-

ted

.

The two.wowo. officersoffioers entered the orchardorohard with its low hanghang-hang-

ing

hang-

iDg

hang-

dog

hang-

ing

¬-

ingiDgKingID trees.trees. PistolsPiutols drawn , they advancedadvanoed cautiously.cautiouslyoautiously.oautiouslycautiously.-

After

oautiously.-

After

cautiou-
sly

.

After proceedingprooeeding some distanced1stanoe , the MachineMaohine Gun LieutenLieuten-LieutenantLieuten-

ant

¬-

ant discovereddisoovered a German lying in a shell hole , his riflerifle-
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of setting up the guns.guns. The crews were directed to mountmount-

the

mout-

hed

mount-
l

moun-
t

mount-

the

mout-

hed

mount-

the

mout-

hed

l

the guns at the first sign of a diminution of enemy fire.firefire.-

Two

fretw-

ork

fire.-

Two

fretw-

ork

fire.-

Two

fretw-

ork

.

Two directions of fire were given-onegivenone- across the front toto-

meet

o-

melet

to-

meet

o-

melet

to-

meet

o-

meletmeet a frontal attack , and the other toward the left toto-

cover

st-

opover

to-

cover

st-

opover

to-

cover

st-

opovercover thatth t flank.flank. German fire prevented the pointingpointing-

out

pointi-
ngout of targets , but the Lieutenant knew his men wouldwould-

take

wo-
uld

would-

take

wo-
uld

would-

take

wo-
uldtake the proper action if an attack developed.developed. TheTh-

ePlatoon

Te-

lethon
Th-

ePlatoon

Te-

lethon
Th-

ePlatoon

Te-

lethonPlatoon commander now hurried to the right where , withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe exception of one crew , he found the guns set up in thethe-

best

the-

bes

the-

best

the-

bes

the-

best

the-

besbest possible positions.positionspositions.-

"Put

positions-

Put
positio-

ns
.

"PutPut" that gunjgungun ,( here11here"here" , the Lieutenant directed thethe-

leader

ste-

pladder

the-

leader

ste-

pladder

the-

leader

ste-

pladderleader of the exposed squad , pointing to a shell hole.holehole.-

As

ho-
le

hole.-

As

ho-
le

hole.-

As

ho-
le

.

As the men moved a "whizwhiz.whiz"' . bang11ba.ng"bangbang". " scored a direct hit , killingkillingt-

wo
killi-

ngtwo men instantly.instantly. A third man startedstal'tedstaltedsalted' to crawl , "butbut"bu-

tneglecting

but-

neglecting

b-
ungle

but-

neglecting

b-
ungle

" utut-

negleoting

u-

nselectingneglectingnegleoting to keep close to the ground , was shot throughthrough-

the

thoug-

htthe buttocks.buttocksbuttooks.buttooks. The wounded man was pulled into a shell holehole-

and

Holl-

and

hole-

and

Holl-

and

hole-

and

Holl-

andand the Vickers Gun whichwhioh had not been damaged , taken fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe deaddea.d. man.man.

EFFORTS TO OBTAIN"OBTAIN"

DEPTHDEPTH-

With

De-

pth

DEPTH-

With

De-

pth

DEPTH-

With

De-

pthWith the front line along the sunken roadroa.d. coveredaoveredaverredcovered-

by

aovered-

by

cover-

ed

averr-
edby fourtour guns , the Lieutenant nowDOW decideddeoided to get depth toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe position.position. The clearolearlear , gentle slope to the rear affordafford-afford-

ed

affoafford d-dd-

ad

¬-

edad an excellentexoellent field of fire , as well as observation.observationobservation.-

So

observatio-
ns

.

So , taking advantage of what slightalight coverooverover was available ,

the officeroffioer started backbaokbook to selectseleot the rear positions.positions. TheThe-

Germans

Ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

The-

Germans

Ste-

ersmanGermans permittedpe m1tted himhUn to move some ten or fifteen yardsandhardstandyardsand-

then

hardsta-

nd
yards , andand-

then

ant-

hem

and-

then

ant-

hemthen opened firetire.tirefire.*. Instantly , the Lieutenant realized thethe-

impossibility

the-

imposs

te-

mpos

the-

impossibilityimpossibilityimpossimposes 1bili ty ofot a depth move.move. He turned anda.nd. dashed to thethe-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rodroad , decidingdeoiding that fortortore the present all guns would remainremain-

on

remain-

OD

rema-

in

remain-

edonOD the forward line.line.
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advanced.advanced. It was obviouso"bvious" that the man was on guardguard.guard-

.Instinctively

guard-

.Instinctively

*.

Instinctively , tnethetine Lieutenant covered the GermanwhoGerinanwhoGermanGerona, waswa-

swholly

wa-

shbowl

was-

whol

was-

hbowl

wa-

swholly

wa-

shbowlwhollywholwhole y unaware of the proximity of the Americans.Americans. For aa-

long

a-

long

a-

longlong second the situation remained static.static. Then thethe-

Lieutenant

the-

Lieutenant

the-

LieutenantLieutenant yelled : "HeyHey" , you -_ -_ -... _ -t"t"t_- I"I1"1" The German turnedturned-

instantly.

unrep-

entantly
turned-

instantly.

unrep-

entantly
turned-

instantly.

unrep-

entantlyinstantly.instantly. His hands shot upwards.upwards. The AmericanAraerioanAgrarian , "beckbeckbeck-"bec-

koning

beck-

oning

beck-

oning

beck-

oning

"

¬-

oningboning v/ithvithwithitch/ his free hand , motioned for the German toto-

come

tw-

osome

to-

come

tw-

osome

to-

come

tw-

osomecome in.in. He climbedoltmbedhotbed out of the shell hole , but as he apap-

proached

ap-apap-

proached

ap-

proached

¬-

proachedpoached his captorsoaptorscap torstorso , a machine gun opened fire , shootingshootingd-

own
shoot-

ingdown a lane in the trees.trees. All three men , Americans andand-

German

ald-

erman

and-

German

ald-

erman

and-

German

ald-

ermanGerman , dropped to the ground to escape the fire.fire. TheThe-

German

Ste-

ersman

The-

German

Ste-

ersman

The-

German

Ste-

ersmanGerman pointed at the flicks of dust which the bulletsbullets-

were

bull-
ets

bullets-

were

bull-
ets

bullets-

were

bull-
etswere raising.raising. Sympathetically the AmericansAmerioanaAmericana motioned toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe rear.rearrea.r.. . The last seen of "Jerry"Jerry" " he was loping toto-

captivityhis

to-

oaptivityhis

to-

captivityhiscaptivityhisoaptivityhiscaptivity, head jerking back at every few steps for aa-

look

l-

ook

a-

look

l-

ook

a-

look

l-

ooklook at his captors.captorsoaptors.oaptorscaptors.-

The

oaptors.-

The

capto-
rs

orato-
rs

.

The two officers continued their reconnaissancereoonnaissance andand-

found

adjo-

urned

and-

found

adjo-

urned

and-

found

adjo-

urnedfound several large Minnenwerfers.MinnenwerfersMinnenwertersMineworkers. . Firing pinspine had beenbeen-

removed

ben-

umbed

been-

removed

ben-

umbed

been-

removed

ben-

umbedremoved , but otherwise the guns were in perfectperfeot condition.conditionoondition.oonditioncondition.-

Because

condi-
tion

oondition.-

Beoause

condi-
tion

condition.-

Because

condi-
tion

.

BecauseBeoause of the numericalnumerioal weakness of the AmericansAmerioans , thethe-

Machine

te-
aching

the-

Maohine

he-

roine
the-

Machine

te-
achingMachineMaohine Gun Lieutenant doubted their ability to withstandwithstand-

a

withstan-

da counter-attack.counterattack.attack- . He did not appreciateappreoiate the extent of thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy demoralization.demoralization. So , grabbing a pick left by thethe-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersmanGermans , he started to work on the mortars , trying toto-

fracture

c-

ofactor

to-

fraoture

to-

fracture

c-

ofactorfracturefraoture the recoilreaoilretail chambers.chambersohambers.ohambers. The other officeroffioer workedworked-

with

wor-
ked

worked-

with

wor-
ked

worked-

with

wor-
kedwith him for a time and then decideddeoided to continueoontinue on thethe-

original

the-

orizing

the-

original

the-

orizing

the-

original

the-

orizingoriginal mission ofat the patrol.patrol. That officeroffioer disappeareddisappeared-

into

disappea-
redinto the orchardorohard.orohardorchard.*. Suddenly the machinemaahine gunner heard aa-

yell

y-

ell
a-

yell&

a-

yell

y-

ell
a-

yell

y-

ellyellyell&:&= "ComeCome.OomeOome'ComeBoomed".' in , you JerriesJewriesJeJerrJerryriesl.rieslArielie s l! ". , followed by a burst ofotof-

fixe.

of-

fice

ot-

file.

m-

otile

of-

fire.

af-

fairefixe.fixefile.filefire.firefixed. He looked in the directiondireotion fromtram whichwhioh the fire waswas-

coming

abs-

conding

was-

oomins

bas-

soonist

was-

coming

abs-

condingcomingoominsLoomis , and saw the IntelligenceIntelligenoe OfficerOffioer lying on thethe-

ground

th-

ereon

the-

ground.

th-

ereon

the-

ground.

th-

ereongroundground.*. German machinemaohine guns were still firing , though itit-

Iff

st-

iff

it-

ltl

it-

'll-Iff-Iff-ltl-ltlZifflittle- Iff-

advanced.

ltl-

advanced.

all-

owanced

-



was obvious that the officer was dead.dead. Fixing the apap-

proximate

ap-apap-

proximate

ap-

proximate

¬-

proximate position of the enemy , the Lieutenant got backback-

to

backst-

opto the main position as rapidly as possible.possible. On reportreport-report-

ing

report-

ing

report-

ing

¬-

ingKing to the Infantry CommanderCOlnmanderCalamander , a patrol was sent outout-

which

G-
othic

out-

which

G-
othic

out-

which

G-
othicwhich effectively dealt with the enemy.enemyenemy-

.For

ene-
my

enemy-

.For

ene-
my

enemy-

.For

ene-
my

.

For an officeroffineroffline , responsibleresponsi'ble' for seven machinem.c1.chinemc1.chinemc1chine. . guns ,

to leave his men and go off on a minor patrol , is mostmost-

reprehensible.

mis-

represents
most-

reprehensible.

mis-

represents
most-

reprehensible.

mis-

representsreprehensible.reprehensible. CertainlyCertaiiily some enlisted membermem"ber
" of one ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe machinemaohine gun platoons could have been spared for thisthis-

mission.

ath-

eisms
this-

mission.

ath-

eisms
this-

mission.

ath-

eismsmission.missionmission.-

By

missi-
on

.

By thisthiRthintheir time the Lieutenant was beginning to feelfeel-

tired.

feat-

ured

feel-

tired.

feat-

ured

feel-

tired.

feat-

uredtired.tired. He had been up all of the two precedingpreoeding nightsnights-

and

nightst-

andand the morning had been an active one.one. He sat on thethe-

side

th-

esis

the-

side

th-

esis

the-

side

th-

esisside of the road.road. Pistol in hand he half twirled thethe-

heavy

t-
hee

the-

heavy

t-
hee

the-

heavy

t-
heeheavy weapon on his finger while considering the situasitua-situsituat-

ion.

situa-

tion

situat-

ion.

situa-

tion

situat-

ion.

situa-

tion

¬-

tion.tionion. As the pistol spun , something strange about it atat-

tracted

at-atat-

tracted

at-

tracted

¬-

tractedtraced his attention.attention. He examined the gun.gun. It waswas-

empty.

as-

sent

was-

empty.

as-

sent

was-

empty.

as-

sentempty.empty. At thatth t moment he experienced a new type of fear.fearfear.-

To

fe-
ar

fear.-

To

fe-
ar

fear.-

To

fe-
ar

.

To have participatedpartioipated in an attack , to have gone lookinglooking-

for

looki-
ngfor Germans , and to have found one - all with an emptyempty-

gun

emp-

ty
empty-

gun

emp-

ty
empty-

gun

emp-

tygun - was too much.much. The Lieutenant realized that afteraftere-

mptying

atro-

phying
aftere-

mptying

atro-

phying
aftere-

mptying

atro-

phyingemptying his gun into the German Machine Gun nest whilewhile-

"Coming

while-

Coming

will-

owing

while-

"Coming

while-

Coming

will-

owing

while-

"Coming

while-

Coming

will-

owing"ComingComing" over11over"over" early that morning , the fresh clip had failedfa.iledfailed-

to

fa.iled-

to

faile-

d
.

to engage.engage.

EFFORT TO LOCATE HOSTILE POSITIONPOS1TIaIPOSITIO-

NAfter

Posit-

ion

POS1TIa-

IAtter

POSITIO-

NAfter

Posit-

ionAfterAtterLatter a time the hostile fire quieted until at lengthlength-

only

lengt-

hily

length-

only

lengt-

hily

length-

only

lengt-

hilyonly occasionaloooasional bursts oamecamefoamed from what was considered to bebe-

a

bea-

da singlesingla position.position. One of the Machine Gun Corporals ,

ClemishireClemishire.Flemish,. suggested to the Lieutenant that Nit"itit" would bebe-

18

be-

18

be-
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RIGHT FLANK COVEREDCOVERED-

The

Cover-

ed

COVERED-

The

Cover-

edThe arrival of the right Battalion now solved thatthat-

problem.

tad-

pole
that-

problem.

tad-

pole
that-

problem.

tad-

poleproblem.problem. The Lieutenant decided to send his own PlatoonPlatoon-

to

Platoo-

nto this Battalion rather than the organization originallyoriginallya-

ssigned.
origi-

nally
originallya-

ssigned.
origi-

nally
originallya-

ssigned.
origi-

nallyassigned.assigned. This was done because an excellent Sergeant waswa-

savailable

wa-

savailable

wa-

savailableavailable to take commandcomnand , and the Lieutenant decided he ,

personallype sonallysonly , would have better control over the strangersstrangers-

than

strang-
ersthan the non-commissionednoncommissionednon-coramissionedcoramissioned- officer.officeroffioer.offioer.. The Brigade front lineline-

machine

imp-

eaching

line-

machine

imp-

eaching

line-

machine

imp-

eachingmachine gun disposition was therefore changedchansedchased by placing aa-

platoon

p-

latoon

a-

platoon

p-

latoon

a-

platoon

p-

latoonplatoon of Company D on the right , and a platoon of CompanyCompanyX-

ACT

Compan-
yC

Compa-
ny

C on the left , a disposition ExrErmstlymostly
XACTACT- l

°W14

y opposite to that whichwhich-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
ch

which-

had

whi-
chhad been ordered.orderedordered.-

Capt.

order-

ed
ordered.-

Capt.

order-

ed
ordered.-

Capt.

order-

ed
.

Capt.CaptCaput. A.A. C.C. Platt , Machine! chine Gun Office/OfficeOfficetOfficecommandingOffice /! commandingcormnandingcommanding-

Company

comma-
nding

commanding-

Company

comma-
nding

cormnanding-

Company

comma-
ndingCompany C , 106thl06th M.G.Bn.MGBnGabonM.M. G.G. Bn.Bn. , alsoa180 cameoamefoamed up and advised us ofof-

a

so-

faa hostile machine gun nestneat located just over the brow ofof-

a

sof-

aa hill a short distance to the front.front. Platt thought that aa-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achine

a-

machine

m-

achinemachine gun couldoouldGould be pushed forward quietly and from thethe-

crest
th-

ereat

the-

crest
th-

ereat

the-

crest
th-

ereatcrest , fire directlydireotly into the Germans.Germans. While the idea diddid-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n't
did-

not

did-

n'tnot appeal particularlypartioularly to the Lieutenant , he decideddeoided to makemake-

a

mak-

ea personal reconnaissancereoonnaissance , taking with him the CorporalCorporal-

who

Corpo-

ralwho would have the job should it prove feasiblefeasible.feasible.H-

OSTILE

feas-

ible
feasible.H-

OSTILE

feas-

ible
*.

HOSTILE MACHINE GUN NEST CAPTUREDCAPTURECAPTURE-

DThey

Captu-

red

CAPTURE-

They

Capt-

ure

CAPTURE-

DThey

Captu-

redThey advanced cautiouslyoautiously , crawlingorawlingbrawling up the rise.riserise.-

As

ris-
e

rise.-

As

ris-
e

rise.-

As

ris-
e

.

As they approachedapproaohed the crestorestforest they heard the Germans gogo-

into

gi-

ant
go-

into

gi-

ant
go-

into

gi-

antinto actionaotionabortion , their guns firingtiring steadily.steadily. The fire waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot coiningoomingcomingbooming toward the AmericansAmerioans , so they acceleratedaooeleratedcoolheaded theirtheirp-

ace.

terr-

ace
theirp-

aoe.
th-

eir
theirp-

ace.

terr-

acepace.pacepaoe.paoepoe. On reachingreaohing the orestcrestforest they couldoouldGould plainly see thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy position some fiftytittytatty or sixty yards away.away. About

700'00 yards to the leftlet'let' a& British PlatoonPla'oonPlaoon' was advancingadvanoing toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe attaok.attaokattack.attack. ItsI'I'. men were deployed overoyerBoyer a wide area , somesom-

efixing

com-

mixing

some-

t1

som-

efiring

com-

fortingfixingfiringt1 1ng as the othersother.other. advanced.advancedadvanoed.advanoed. The. GermanGezmanGuzman position conoon-ooncon-oncon-

tained

oon-

tained

con-

tained

con-

tained

¬-

tainedstained two guns under an officeroftioezotiose who , quietlyqu1e'lyqu1ely' , was directingdireotingdirecting-

21

direoting-
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observation on our positions the moment we left the covercover-

of
cov-

er
cover-

of
cov-

er
cover-

of
cov-

erof the road .AlsoitAlsoitAlso.AlsoAlso. , it gave added proof of the irapossibiltyimpossibiltjimpossibiltyirrepressibilityimpossibilityirapossibilty-

of

impossibiltj-
of

impossibilty-

of

irrepressibili-
ty

impossibili-
tyof locating machine guns by tfotrndSoundford' und when fire comes fromfrom-

several

from-

several

from-

severalseveral different locations .AlthoughAlthough. RaskinsHaskinsRaisinsHawkins had half hishist-

humb
h-

eist
hist-

humb
h-

eist
hist-

humb
h-

eistthumb shot off , the morale of the Platoon did not suffersuffer-

because

suffe-

rable
suffer-

because

suffe-

rable
suffer-

because

suffe-

rablebecause of the effort .InIn. In fact , the men seemed delighteddelighted-

that
deligh-

tedthat their movements had attracted so much attention andand-

been

An-

dean

and-

been

An-

dean

and-

been

An-

deanbeen responsible for the expenditure of considerable ammunition.ammunitionammunition.-

B

ammunitio-

n

.

B ritishBritishri tishTrisha Arrive .Arrive-1.Arrive1.Arrive1.-
At

Arrive1-
At

44-

At

- 11-

At
.

At about 8308:30;: A.M.AM. . the exposed right flank was covered byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

---
the arrival of the British .InIn. In a short time an English MachineMachine-

Gun

Machi-
neGun officer visited the American position.position. Having heard muchmuch-

of

mu-
ch

much-

of

mu-
ch

much-

of

mu-
chof mutual support , cooperation and flanking fire the AmericanAmerica-

nLieutenant

Amer-
icanize

America-

nLieutenant

Amer-
icanize

America-

nLieutenant

Amer-
icanizeLieutenant approached him , saljtedsaltedsal ( ted and said :

w" Lieutenant iwillwilltwill, you please tell me something about youryour-

machine

tour-

maline

your-

machine

tour-

maline

your-

machine

tour-

malinemachine - - - w" ?

w" ColoneliifColonelfColonelColonel , i! f you pleaseplease"" , he interrupted , w" don'tdont' youjOUjouryou-

worry

out-

wore

jOU-

worry

out-

wore

you-

worry

out-

woreworry about my guns.LookgunsLookgunlock. after your own ,. M"M-

The

T-

heThe Lieutenant apologized for his breach of etiquetteetiquettet-

hinking
etiqu-

ette
etiquettet-

hinking
etiqu-

ette
etiquettet-

hinking
etiqu-

ettethinking about the importance of rank and the M" behind-the-linesbehindthelinesbehindthelinest-
eachings

behindthelinest-
eachings

behindthelinest-
eachings

- -
teachings on cooperation w.ww-

.One

w-

oe
" .

One of the problems which had concerned the LieutenantLieutenant-

since

Lieuten-
ants

Lieutenant-

since

Lieuten-
ants

Lieutenant-

since

Lieuten-
antssince taking command of the Machine Gun Platoon attached toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe right assault Battalion was how to get that organizationorganization-

back

organizat-
ionback in its proper sector.sector. He realized that those guns mightmight-

be

mig-
htbe needed badly.ThatbadlyThatbadly. their absence might account for the delaydelay-

of

dela-
yof the rightright.rightBattalionright.Battalion,. Battalion in coming up abreast with the leftleft-

Battalion

left-

Battalion.

left-

Battalion.BattalionBattalion.*. It was his duty to have them rejoin that BattalionBattalion-

as

Battalio-
nI

Battalio-
ns

Battalio-

nas soon as'possible.AlsoaspossibleAlsopossib1e.A1sopossib1eA1soas'possib1e.A1soaspossib1eA1sopossible-AlsopossibleAlsoas'possibleAlsoappositeas'as' .- higher authorityauthortyauthor;
I

, y might be wonderingwondering-

what

wonder-
ingwhat had happened to the guns and perhaps be forced to depletedeplete-

the

deple-

tethe meagremeager reserve by sendingsend1ng up another platoon.platoon. The LieutenantsL1eutenantsLieutenantso-

wn

L1eutenantso-

wn

Lieutena-
ntsown front was covered adequately by his own guns.gunsguns-

.observation

guns.-

ID

gu-

ns

.

-ID-ID- ID-

observation

In-

discretion
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a good idea to rush a gun over the top , set it upup'up-inupin'- in aa-

shell

s-

hell
a-

shell

s-

hell
a-

shell

s-

hellshell hole and then have some one draw fire.firefire.II. II" ThisThis-

would

T-
his

This-

would

T-
his

This-

would

T-
hiswould permit the gun crew to locate the hostile nestnest-

and

newss-

tand

nest-

and

newss-

tand

nest-

and

newss-

tandand shoot it out.out. The Lieutenant liked the idea outbutbut-

thouGht

out-

thought

but-

thought

out-

thought

out-

thoughtthought thatthathant twotV/otVo/ guns should be used.used. ClemishireFlemish askedasked-

for
ask-

ed
asked-

for

ask-
ed

asked-

for

ask-
edfor one gun and Corporal HaskinsHawkins volunteered to handlehandle-

the

hand-

le
handle-

the

hand-

le
handle-

the

hand-

lethe other.other. It was decided to separate the guns aboutabou-

tfifty
ab-

out
abou-

tfifty
ab-

out
abou-

tfifty
ab-

outfifty yards.yardsyards-

.Clemishire

yards-

.Clemishire

yards-

.Clemishire

.

ClemishireFlemish , with the gun and an assistant carryingoarryingparryingcarrying-

a

oarrying-

a

carryin-
g

parryin-
ga box of ammunition , dashed out first.first. They drew aa-

little
l-

ittle
a-

little
l-

ittle
a-

little
l-

ittlelittle fire but reachedreaohed a suitable position safely.safely. AfterAfter-

the

Afterti-

me

After-

the

Afterti-

me

After-

the

Afterti-

methe fire ceasedceased.,. ClemishireFlemish shouted back"back
" that he was readyready.ready.-

Then

Rayt-

heon

ready.-

Then

Rayt-

heon

,.

Then HaskinsHawkins moved out.out. His rush attracted more attenatten-attendattent-

ion.

atten-

tion

attent-

ion.

atten-

tion

attent-

ion.

atten-

tion

¬-

tion.tionion. The firing lasted considerablyoonsiderably longer.longerlonger.henlonger. //henhenVlhenJhenVale)
/ / allall-

was

alw-

ays

all-

was

alw-

ays

all-

was

alw-

ayswas again quiet , the Lieutenant , his field glasses ready ,

climbed out of the sunken road.road. Immediately he attractedattractedt-

he
attract-

edthe attention of various German machinemaohine gunners.gunners. With hishis-

glasses

hig-

hnesses

his-

glasses

hig-

hnesses

his-

glasses

hig-

hnessesglasses the Lieutenant searchedsearohed the area to the front.frontfront.-

For

fro-
nt

front.-

For

fro-
nt

front.-

For

fro-
nt

.

For a fewtewstew moments he withstood the hostile fire whichwhiahwhish cameaameDamecame-

from

Cam-

eron

aame-

from

Cam-

eron

came-

from

Cam-

eronfrom a number of points , none of whichwhioh couldoouldGould be located.locatedlocated.-

But

locat-
ed

.

But when the Germans honored him with a battery ofof-

"whiz

of-

whiz

ko-

whai

of-

"whiz

of-

whiz

ko-

whai

of-

"whiz

of-

whiz

ko-

whai"whizwhiz" bangs'1bangs1bangs"bangsb gs"JgsJgas'" , he lost all further interest in his projectprojeot.projeotproject.projeot.-

The

project.-

The

piroue-

tte
proje-

ct
*.

The shooting was so accurateaoourateAgoura that the shells were burstingbursting-

on

burstin-
gon the other sideaide ofo f the road.road. The Lieutenant dropped toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe ground and tried to dig a hole with his nose.nose. WhenWhe-

nthe

Whet-

her

Whe-

nthe

Whet-

her

Whe-

nthe

Whet-

herthe enemy finallytinallytonally decideddeoided that no major effort was underunder-

way

under-

way

under-

wayway , the fire died down.down. The machinemaohine gunners were dede-

lighted

de-dede-

lighted

de-

lighted

¬-

lighted to regainregaiu the cover of the road.roadroad-

.This

broa-

dtails

road-

.rh1s

road-

rh1s

road-

.This

broa-

dtails

.

Thisrh1s minor incident may have been foolhardy , but itit-

established

t-

estable
it-

established

t-

estable
it-

established

t-

estableestablished conclusivelyoonolusively that a number of hostile machinemaohinemachine-

gun

maohine-

gun

machi-

negun nests were coveringooyer1ng thethRthru front effectivelyeftectively with directdireotdirect-

19

direot-
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the fire.fire. The two Americans&naricansnaricansAfricans& watched this scenescen for anan-

instant

an-

nuitant

an-

instant

an-

nuitant

an-

instant

an-

nuitantinstant , then the Corporal let out a loud yell and theythey-

charged

tet-
hered

they-

charged

tet-
hered

they-

charged

tet-
heredcharged forward , firing as they ran.ran. Surprised , and takentaken-

in

take-

nin the flank by a force of unknown strength , the GermansGerman-

ssurrendered.
Er-

asure
German-

ssurrendered.
Er-

asure
German-

ssurrendered.
Er-

asuresurrendered.surrendered. Fortunately , the Britishriti6h Platoon saw the atat-

tack

at-atatt-

a.ck

at-

tack

at-

tack

¬-

tackta.ck. , promptly ceasedoeasedeased fire and advanced.advanced. On checkingchec'king' overover-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rew

over-

the

overth-

rewthe prisoners the Lieutenant discovered thattl t neither thethe-

fire
th-

eir
the-

fire
th-

eir
the-

fire
th-

eirfire of the British nor khethehe fourteen shots fired by himhim-

and

Whit-

man

him-

and

Whit-

man

him-

and

Whit-

manand the Corporal had inflictediiflictediflicted* a single casualtycasualtyvhilecasualty; \vhilevhilehilevileChile\;vhile-

on

Chile-

an

;hile-

on

Chile-

anon the Allied side the British Platoon leader had beenbeen-

wounded.

bec-

louded

been-

wounded.

bec-

louded

been-

wounded.

bec-

loudedwounded.wounded. It is doubtful that the direct attack wouldwould-

liave

wo-
uld

would-

l

woul-

d

would-

have

woul-

d'veliavehavelavel ve been jucceysful.jucceysfulucceusful.ucceusfulsuccessful.successful: . The ground overaver which the InfantryInfantry-

Platoon
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

Platoon
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

Platoon
Infa-

ntryPlatoon v/asvaswas/ advancing was level and clear.clear. No cover waswa-

savailable

wa-

savailable

wa-

savailableavailable , nor v/orevore"lerclercwereleer" / any supporting weapons in position toto-

render

tr-

endier

to-

render

tr-

endier

to-

render

tr-

endierrender assistance.assistanceassistance.CO-

MMENTS

assist-
ance

assistance.CO-

MMENTS

assist-
ance

.

assistance.COMMENTSassistance
COMMENTS ON ITS REDUCTIONREDUCTION-

The

Reducti-

on

REDUREDREDUTREADOUT( TIONIONTION-

The

To-

te

I ONON-

The

Ot-

herThe action of the AmericanaAmericans indicates the necessitynecessity-

for

necessi-
tyfor initiative , and how , through fatigue , that importantimportan-

trequisite

impo-
rtant

importan-

trequisite

impo-
rtant

importan-

trequisite

impo-
rtantrequisite may completely disappear.disappear. Capt.CaptCaput. Platt , in comcom-com-

parison

com-

parison

com-

parison

¬-

parisonprison with the Lieutenant , was fresh.fresh. The machine gungun-gun-

ners

gun-

ners

gun-

ners

¬-

nersnears knew that the Germans were in front , but had lackedlacked-

a

lacke-

da driving force to overcomeoveroome their physical inertia.inertia. ThisThis-

force

His-

toric

This-

force

His-

toric

This-

force

His-

toricforce and initiativeiait1ative was furnished by Platt.Platt. The actionaotionabortionaction-

of

aotion-

of

actio-
n

aborti-

onof two AmericansAmerioans in chargingoharging the enemy was not attendedattended-

with

attend-

ed
attended-

with

attend-

ed
attended-

with

attend-

edwith any great risks.risks. They had the advantage of positionposition-

as

positio-

nsas well as full knowledge of the immediate situation.situation. TheThe-

enemy

He-

nley

The-

enemy

He-

nley

The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy was confrontedoonfronted with the unknown , was surprised andand-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

held

and-

had

hand-

heldhad also an enemy on their flank.flank. It is11 not strangestzange thatthat-

as

thet-

asas one man the Germans raised their hands and changedohangedhanged inin-

an

in-

ane

in-

an

in-

ane

in-

an

in-

anean instant from determined defenders to prisonersprisoners.prisoners-

22

prisoners.-

22

p 1soners.1soners1soners.-

22

1soners-

22

*.
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As the new position was in advance of the AmericanAmerica-

nline

America-

nize

America-

nline

America-

nize

America-

nline

America-

nizeline , the Lieutenant asked the Sergeant , who had takentakenc-

ommand

train-

woman

takenc-

ommand

train-

woman

takenc-

ommand

train-

womancommand of the British Platoon , to occupy it until hehe-

cojuld

de-

coupled

he-

c

hec-

k

he-

could

de-

coupledcojuldcouldc uldauld arrange for American Infantry to take it over.overover.-

The

overth-

rew

over.-

The

overth-

rew

over.-

The

overth-

rew

.

The Sergeant agreedapreedaped: to do this , butlutglut) iniIilit a few minutesminutes-

changed

interch-

anged
minutes-

changed

interch-

anged
minutes-

changed

interch-

angedchanged his mind and moved "backback" to his own sector.sectorsector.B-

EHAVIOUR

sector.B-

EHAVIOWR

sector.B-

EHAVIOR

.

-BEHAVIOURBEHAVIOURBEHAVIOWRBEHAVIOR- OF PRISONERSPRISONERS-

The

Prisone-

rsThe prisoners were taken to the rear "byby" the twotwo-

Americans

two-

Ar1ericans

two-

AmericansAmericansAr1ericans , where the enlisted men wereere turned over to aa-

guard

g-

uard

a-

guard

g-

uard

a-

guard

g-

uardguard , who was directed to have them carry our wounded toto-

the

t-

ote

to-

the

t-

ote

to-

the

t-

otethe rear.rear. While thisthisVasthriveswas\VasVas\ ceingtieingcedingtoeingI e ingKing arrangedarranged.,. the LieutenantLieutenant-

had

Lieuten-
ant

Lieu tenantenant tt-

had

h-

adhad the German officer searched and tried to questionquestion-

him

questionh-

im.

question-

inghimhim.,. No information was obtainable.obtainable . Surly , and withwith-

disdain

wi-
thies

with-

disdain

wi-
thies

with-

disdain

wi-
thiesdisdain , the prisoner declined to answer all questions.questionsquestions.-

His

questio-
ns

.

His attitude suggested that he deemed it a great humiliahumilia-humiliatehumilia-

tion

humilia-

tion

humilia-

tion

¬-

tionion to have been capturedoaptured by only two men and they AmeriAmeri-AmericaAmeri-

cans

Ameri-

cans.

Ameri-

cans

Ameri-

cans.

Ameri-

cans

¬-

canscans.*. As the questioning of the German officer terminated ,

the guard detailed to handle the other prisoners calledcalled-

out

call-
ed

called-

out

call-
ed

called-

out

call-
edout : "LieutenantLieutenant" , the JerriesJewries won'twont' carry Kelly andand-

Huggins.

and-

Huggins.

and-

Huggins

Ma-

nchuriansHuggins.HugginsHiggins.* " The Lieutenant snatched hishiehide pistol from itsits-

holster

wit-

hholder

its-

holster

wit-

hholder

its-

holster

wit-

hholderholster and started toward the little group.group. The GermansGermans-

had

Germ-
anshad been watching.watchingwatohing.watohing. Without further delay they lifted thethe-

wounded

th-

rone
the-

wounded

th-

rone
the-

wounded

th-

ronewounded and soonaoonanon the party was moving to the rear.rearrear.P-

ART

ram-

part

rear.P-

ART

ram-

part

rear.P-

ART

ram-

part

.

PART OPOF ANOTHERAN01'HERAN01HER' UNIT JOINS THE PLATOONPLATOON-

A

PLATOO-

NA part of the MachineMaohine Gun Company of the 107thlOthcloth? InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry was found to be serving with the Infantry as riflerifle-riflem-

en.

rifle-

men

riflem-

en.

rifle-

men

riflem-

en.

rifle-

men

¬-

men.men. That organization had been so depleteddepleied by losseslOBseslOses thatthat-

its
Th-

ais

tha-

tiil

ha-

il
that-

its
Th-

aisitsiilil machinemaohine guns had been stored in the rear.rear. ThSseThlseThoseTheseThule menmen-

Of

Men-

lo
men-

Q"

men-

Q
me-

n
men-

were

me-

aner
OfQ"Q" *'"

were attached to different machinemaohin.maohinmaohineequads.,squadssquadasquad to fill in ourour-

losses.

hou-

rglasses

our-

10s8es.

our-

10s8es

our-

losses.

hou-

rglasseslosses.losses10s8es.10s8es. One of them had a Lewis gun.gun. He was attachedattaohed toto-

tha

to-

oth

to-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

tethathethan Machine Gun PlatoonP1Rioon with the right assault BattalionBaitalion
,
Battalion-

23

Baitalion-

23

Battalion-
23

,

-23-23-23-

As

23-

As
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whiohwhinhwhichwinch was so weak that it could not furnish the necessaryneoesGarynosegaynecessary-

flank

necess-
ary

neoesGary-

flank

necessary-

flank

necess-
aryflank protectionproteotion for the guns.guns. Throughout'rhroughoutrhroughout' the remainderremainder-

of

remaind-
erof the advance that Platoon was able to furnish its ownow-

ncovering

non-

concurring

ow-

ncovering

non-

concurring

ow-

ncovering

non-

concurringcovering detachments.detachments.

AIRPLANESIRPLANhSAIRPLANE-

SHostile

Airpl-

anes

AIRPLANE-

SHostile

Airpl-

anes

A IRPLANh-

SHostile

;

Hostile airplanes were next to require the LieutenLieuten-LieutenantLieuten-

ant's
Lieute-

nants

Lieuten-

ant's
Lieute-

nants

Lieuten-

ant's
Lieute-

nants

¬-

ant'sants' attention.attention. One of his men shouted the n.larmnlarmularmwlarmunarmalarmwarm. , andand-

looking

pad-

locking

and-

looking

pad-

locking

and-

looking

pad-

lockinglooking to the front , the Lieutenant saw six enemy planesplanes-

approaching

planes-

approaching

planes-

approachingapproaching rapidly.rapidly. They were flying very low and werewere-

headed

sere-

naded

were-

hp.aded

were-

headed

sere-

nadedheadedhp.adedhpadedhanded. directlydireotly for the position.positionposition.uDuokJ"positionuDuokJpositioned. "DuokJ"DuokJuDuokJ"uDuokJDuoundock"DuckDuck" ) " he shouted ,

"Don'tDontDon't" ' look upupi"upi! " and the planes continued over the Pla-

toon

Pla-

toon

±PlaPla-'la-'lalaPlax'lat-

oon

lat-

oon

pla-

toon

' ¬-

toonton without molestation.molestationmolestation.-

Perhaps

molest-
ation

molestation.-

Perhaps

molest-
ation

molestation.-

Perhaps

molest-
ation

.

Perhaps some of the AmericanAmerioan machine guns shouldshould-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d've

should-

have

shoul-

d'vehave been mounted for anti-aircraftantiaircraft- work.work. Even thoughthough-

they

thou-
ght

though-

they

thou-
ght

though-

they

thou-
ghtthey had been mounted , it is doubtful that the LieutenantLieutenant-

would

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

would

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

would

Lieute-
nantwould have engaged the enemy aircraft.aircraft. He had four mama-m-

achine

m-

aahine

m-

achine

m-

achine

¬-

chineahineshine guns to the enemy'senemysenemy' six , also the Germans probablyprobably-

had

probab-

lyhad small demolition bombsbombs.bombs-

.VISIT

bo-

mbs

*.

VISITIRITBIRGIT
"! TO DETACHED PIATOOUPIATOONPLATOONPIATOOU-

Soon

Pater-

son

PIATOON-

Soon

Plato-

ons

PLATOO-

NSoon

Plato-

onsSoon after dark the Lieutenant learned that the rightright-

assault

rig-

hts
right-

assault

rig-

hts
right-

assault

rig-

htsassault Battalion , to whichwhioh a machine gun platoon had beenbeen-

attached

been-

attaohed

been-

attachedattachedattaohed , was preparing to move forward.forward. . In order to givegive.give-

Sergeant

give-

.Sergeant

,.

Sergeant McDonoughMacedon , in commandoommand , some last minute instrue-instrueinstruo-instruoinstruc-instrucintrudeintroinstructinstrue-

tions

instruc-

tions

instruo-

tions

instruc-

tions

instruc-

tions

-

tionsions , the Lieutenant decideddeoided to visit them.them. Wilson , thethe-

Platoon

te-

lethon

the-

Platoon

te-

lethon

the-

Platoon

te-

lethonPlatoon runner , had been badly gassed , although he remainedremained-

at
remain-

edat the front doing duty.duty. The Lieutenant decideddeoided to gogo-

alone

g-

allon

go-

alone

g-

allon

go-

alone

g-

allonalone , contraryoontrary to orders that at the Front men alwaysalways-

go

alwa-
ysgo in pairs.pairspairs.-

He

pai-
rs

.
'

He proceededpro'oeededprooeeded: upup'up. '. the road looking fortortore an indistinotindistinctindistinot-

track

indisti-
nct

indistinot-

traok

indisti-
nct

indistinct-

track
indisti-

ncttracktraok whiohwhich led acrossacrOBScarOBS the fields to the positionposition.*. SudSud-ScudSud-

denly

Sud-

denly

Sud-

denly

¬-

denlydeny , just ahead and to one side of the road , he saw aa-

24

a-

24

a-

24-24-24-24-

whinh

24-

which

-



...
small group of men , their heads partially silhou/ttedsilhouttedsilhouettedsilotedSilho/ftedSilhoftedSilofatedSilhof-
tedI

Silhofted-
against

Slot-
ted

silhouetted-

against
silhou-

etted
/
I/
/
'

against the skyline.skyline. The Lieutenant recognized the helhel-heelhel-

mets

hel-

mets

hel-

mets

¬-

metsmeets , and after dropping to the ground , called outou-

tuietly

rou-

tinely

out-

c'uietly

ou-

tcuietly

co-

uturier

out-

riuietly

obt-

rusivelyuietlyc'uietlycuietlyriuietlyquietlyroutinely' , "AmericanAmerican"AmerioanAmerioan" Machine: Guns"Guns" . On being recognized , hehe-

approacned

re-

appointed

he-

approacned

re-

appointed

he-

approaarted

re-

appearedapproacnedapproaartedapproachedappeared the detachment and found it to "bebe
" an outpostoutpost-

of

outpo-

stof the 107thl07th Infantry , with orders to fire on anythinganythingc-

oming

anyth-
ing

anythingc-

oming

anyth-
ing

anythingc-

oming

anyth-
ingcoming down the road.road. The Lieutenant promptly decided toto-

retrace

to-

lerance

to-

retrace

to-

lerance

to-

retrace

to-

leranceretrace his stepssteps.*. HeIle soon discovered the proper track ,

but on reachingreaahing the Battalion position , found it deserteddeserted.deserted.-

While

deser-
ted

deserted.-

While

deser-
ted

*.

While wandering around , hoping to find someone with inin-

formation

in-inin-

formation

in-

formation

¬-

formation of the new position , the Lieutenant saw twotwo-

figures.

to-

ngues
two-

figures.

to-

ngues
two-

figures.

to-

nguesfigures.figures. Instantly he dropped into a shell hole.hole. TheThe-

two

Th-

eft

The-

two

Th-

eft

The-

two

Th-

efttwo figures similarly disappeared.disappeared. After considerableconsiderable-

cautious

conside-
rable

considerable-

cautious

conside-
rable

considerable-

cautious

conside-
rablecautious feeling out , if developed the two men were fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe support Battalion.Battalion. One was Captain ! [errillrrillerrillpMerrillrill, thethe-

other

te-

ther
the-

other

te-

ther
the-

other

te-

therother his runner.runner. Merrill was looking for the troopstroops-

he

troo-
pshe was supposed to support.support. He , too , knew of the orderorder-

to

ord-
erto advance.advance. The two officers decided to join forces andand-

locate

ad-

vocate

and-

locate

ad-

vocate

and-

locate

ad-

vocatelocate the new line.line. They proceededprooeeded straight toward thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront , taking a star as a guide.guide. After an advanceadvanoe acrossacrOBScarOBSacross-

country

cros-

scut
acrOB-

Scountry

cros-

scut
across-

country

cros-

scutcountry of about 1500 yards , the missing organization waswas-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

ound

was-

found

ast-

oundfound on the Mazinghiem-BasuelMazinghiemBasuelMaz1nghiea-BasuelMaz1nghieaMazinghie-BasuelMazinghieMannheimBaselJazzing*- Road.Road. Another fifty yardsyards-

to

yard-

sto the right , and the two officersoffioers would have missed thethe-

advanced

he-

adache

the-

ad

thre-

ad

the-

advanced

he-

adacheadvancedad anaedamazed troops , and might haveha e walked straight into thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman lines.lineslines.-

This

lin-
es

lines.-

This

lin-
es

lines.-

This

lin-
es

.

This midnight walk of the Lieutenant was both dandan-dan-

gerous

dan-

gerous

dan-

gerous

¬-

gerousferrous and unnecessaryunneo8ssary.unneo8ssaryunnecessary.*. Furthermore !, he should not havehav-

eleft

wav-

elet

hav-

eleft

wav-

elet

hav-

eleft

wav-

eletleft his unit for suohsuchsough a long time.time. The visit toto-

MoDonough's

to-

MoDonoughs

to-

Donoughfs

to-

McDonough's

to-

McDonoughsMoDonough'sMoDonoughsDonoughfsMcDonough'sMcDonoughsMoonlights' Platoon , as first plannedplaruledplarniedparoledplaned , wasWQS proper , but hehe-he-

should

en-

shroud

he-

should

en-

shroud

he-

should

en-

shroud

-

should have takeniakenoaken a man from one of the squads with him.himhtm.htmhtmlhtm.-

25

htm-

25

.

25-25-25--25-

small

25-

small

-



After finding that the move forward had already oc-oc00-00oc-

cured

oc-

curred

00-

cured

oc-

cured

oc-

curred

-

cured , he should have returned to his Platoon and therethere-

awaited

ther-

ewith
there-

awaited

ther-

ewith
there-

awaited

ther-

ewithawaited a message from MoDonoujhMcDonoughMoonMacedonMcDonouMacedon ( h giving his position.positionposition.M-

ESSAGES

posi-

tion
position.M-

ESSAGES

posi-

tion
position.M-

ESSAGES

posi-

tion
.

MESSAGESMESSAGES-

On

Messag-

esOn returning to his Command Post , the LieutenantLieutenant-

learned

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

learned

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

learned

Lieute-
nantlearned that the whole line would advance at dawn.dawn. TheTh-

eobjective

Th-

eoretic
Th-

eobjective

Th-

eoretic
Th-

eobjective

Th-

eoreticobjective waseras the ridge just south of BasuelBasel , approximapproxtm-approxtmapproxim-approximateapproxim-

ately

approxtm-

ately

approxim-

ately

approxim-

ately

¬-

atelylately 2000 yards from the present position.position. He sent aa-

message

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essagemessage to the rear , requesting that his transport bebe-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

aded

be-

made

be-

adedmade available for the move.move. The hour the pack mulesmules-

were

mu-
les

mules-

were

mu-
les

mules-

were

mu-
leswere desired was given in the message , which also includedincluded-

several

inclu-
ded

included-

several

inclu-
ded

included-

several

inclu-
dedseveral things he might do.do. The reply to this messagemessage-

was

messa-
gewas that the transport would report as desired , but thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe Lieutenant should make up his mind what he was goinggoing-

to

goin-

gto do , do it , and then advise Headquarters.Headquarters . In the sitsit-sit-

uation

sit-

uation

sit-

uation

¬-

uationnation report of the day whichwhioh also was sent backbaokbook at thisthist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stiertime , no mention was made of the machinemaohine gun nest whichwhiohwhich-

had

whi-
ch

whioh-

had

highha-

nded

which-

had

whi-
chhad been mopped up during the advanceadvanoe that morning , or ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe other machinemaohine gun nest whichwhioh had been capturedoaptured laterlater.later.-

In

clatteri-

ng

*.

In writing the report the Lieutenant'sLieutenants' mind was concernedoonaernedconcerned-

with

concer-
ned

oonaerned-

with

concer-
ned

concerned-

with

concer-
nedwith the future.future. Therherhea past he consideredoonsidered of no importance.importanceimportanoe.importanoeimportance.-

In

importanoe.-

In

importan-
ce

.

In sending information tot o thethe.the.rearthereat.
rear there is a greatgreat-

temptation

rea-
ttempts

great-

temptation

rea-
ttempts

great-

temptation

rea-
ttemptstemptation to tell either too muchmuohmouth or too little.little. CerCer-AcerCe-

rtainly

Ce-

rtainly

Ce-

rtainly

¬-

tainlytaxingly , the listing of a number of actions whichwhioh mightmight-

be

mig-

htbe taken by a front line commander should be omitted inin-

field

in-

field

in-

fieldfield messages sent to the next higher superior.superior. SuchSuohSouth aa-

message

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essage

a-

message

m-

essagemessage indioatesind1natesindicates vacillation.vacillationvaaillation.vaaillation. It Is apt to weaken conoon-ooncon-oncon-

fidence.

con-

fidence

oon-

fidence.

con-

fidence

con-

fidence.

con-

fidence

¬-

fidence.fidencefaience. Thee officeroffice: on the ground is1s bound to have betterbe'tebetebetelbetter-

26

be'te-

26

bete-

26

'

-26-26-26-

After

26-

After
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information of the situation in his immediate front thanthan-

his

tha-
nks

than-

his

tha-
nks

than-

his

tha-
nkshis superior a thousand or more yards to the rear.rear. TheThe-

mopping

Th-

umping

The-

mopping

Th-

umping

The-

mopping

Th-

umpingmopping up of the machine gun nest during the morning adad-

vance

ad-adad-

vance

ad-

vance

¬-

vance was important.importantimimjJim ortant.ortantportentor tan t.t. It should have been mentioned in theth-

efirst

th-

eirs
th-

efirst

th-

eirs
th-

efirst

th-

eirsfirst message sent to the rear.rear. Higher authority may havehave-

known

hav-

ening

have-

known

hav-

ening

have-

known

hav-

eningknown of this position and positive information that itit-

had

pit-

head

it-

Ld

gi-

ld

ith-

ead

pit-

headhadheadLd been eliminated may have been valuable.valuable. The capturecapture-

of

captu-
reof the second nest should have been reported also.also. Again ,

positive information that a particular hostile positionposition-

had

positio-

nl
positi-

on
positio-

nalhadl d been reduced would have been of interest to both BrigadeBrigade-

and

Briga-

deand the Infantry Regimental Commanders.CommandersCommanders.VhenCommanders. \VhenVhenben'henhen\' incidents ofof-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tis
of-

this

O-

tisthis nature arise , the matter of credit is of no imporimpor-importimpor-

tance.

impor-

tance

impor-

tance.

impor-

tance

impor-

tance.

impor-

tance

¬-

tance.tancestance. Later , however v/henvhenwhen/ the final reports are made ,

they are of interest.interestinterest.A-

DVANCE

inte-
rest

interest.A-

DVANCE

inte-
rest

interest.A-

DVANCE

inte-
rest

.

ADVANCE OF OCTOBER 19TH.19TH19TH-

.Early

19T-

HEarly

19TH-

.Early

19T-

HEarly

19TH-

.Early

19T-

HEarly

.

Early on the morning of the 19th , the transport arar-

rived.

ar-

rived

ar-arar-

rived.

ar-

rived

ar-

rived.

ar-

rived

¬-

rived.rived. While loadsload.s. were being made up for the pack mules ,

the Lieutenant completed his plans for the occupation ofof-

Map'S

of-

MapS

T-

omas

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

dap

F-

DAMap'SMapSMapdapdamp ,
'

the new position.position. He decideddeoided to take a man from eacheaohLeaheach-

squad

bea-

ches

eaoh-

squad

each-

squad

bea-

chessquad , move forward for a personal reconnaissancereoonnaissance , selectseleotselect-

the

seet-
he

seleot-

the

seet-
he

select-

the

seet-
hethe sites for eacheaohLeah gun and to have the transport proceedproceed-

across

proce-

dures

proceed-

across

proce-

dures

proceed-

across

proce-

duresacross country to the St.St. Bennin-BasuelBenninBasuelBenignBasel- Road , and thenthen-

march

the-

matic

then-

maroh

At-
hena

then-

march

the-

maticmarchmarohmacro along that road to a point where it is crossed byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe JonoJonaOnoJonah de MerMere Brook , where it would await orders.ordersorders.-

This

ord-
ers

orders.-

This

ord-
ers

orders.-

This

ord-
ers

.

This crossingorossing was in the British sectorseotor , but was sese-

lected

se-sese-

leoted

se-

lected

se-

lected

¬-

lectedleotedfleecedlooted by the Lieutenant as the most prominent and easilyeasily-

recognized

easilyr-

eoognized

easily-

recognizedrecognizedreoognized point to the front.frontflont.flontfont. He realized that onlyonly-

direct
ol-

die
only-

direot
ol-

die
only-

direct
ol-

diedirectdireot and simple orders oouldcouldGould be carriedoarriedparried out and that anyany-

trouble

an-

aerobe

any-

trouble

an-

aerobe

any-

trouble

an-

aerobetrouble caused through his leaving the American sectorsector-

would

sec-
tor

sector-

would

sec-
tor

sector-

would

sec-
torwould be more than oounter-balanoedoounterbalanoedcounter-balancedcounterbalanced- by the advantages.advantagesadvantages.-

27

advantages-

27

.
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RECONNAISSANCE.RECONNAISSANCERECONNAISSANCE-

.The

Reconnaissan-

ce

REOROE OIDJAOUIJA ISSANCEISSUANCE .

The Lieutenant moved out first , located the newne-

wpositions

neg-

otiations

ne-

wpositions

neg-

otiations

ne-

wpositions

neg-

otiationspositions which were on the crest of the ridge , and leftleftt-

rie

laetr-

ile

leftt-

be
lett-

er
leftt-

ree

Lifet-

reetrietbetreetribetube guidesljuideseludes for each gun under cover just "behindbehind" the ridgeridge.ridge.T-

RANSPOHT

ridge.T-

RANSPORT

,.

TRANSPORTTRANSPOHT LOSTLOST-

He

Loat-

he

LOST-

He

Loat-

he

LOST-

He

Loat-

heHe then started back to locate the Transport andand-

remainder

ad-

renaline

and-

remainder

ad-

renaline

and-

remainder

ad-

renalineremainder of his Platoon.Platoon. The road was located withoutwithout-

delay
with-

out
without-

delay
with-

out
without-

delay
with-

outdelay , but neither the stream nor the bridge could bebe-

found.

be-

fouled

be-

found.

be-

fouled

be-

found.

be-

fouledfound.found. The Lieutenant had lost his unit.unit. V/orriedVorriedWorried/ inin-

quiries

in-inin-

quiries

in-

quiries

¬-

quiriesquires to British soldiers , lying under cover to escapeescape-

the

esca-
pe

escape-

the

esca-
pe

escape-

the

esca-
pethe German shell fire , revealed that an AmericanJUnericanJungian outfitoutfit-

had

out-
fit

outfit-

had

out-
fit

outfit-

had

out-
fithad gone up the road toward Basuel.BasuelBasel. That town was stillstillh-

eld
stil-

led
stillh-

eld
stil-

led
stillh-

eld
stil-

ledheld by the enemy.enemy. The Lieutenant hurried up the Read ,

occasionally taking cover from the shell fire.fire. Finally ,

a welcome shout , "HereHere" we are , LieutenantI11Lieutenant'Lieutenant'! '"' , and the PlaPla-PlaxPla-

toon

Pla-

toon

Pla-

toon

¬-

toonton Yi/asYiaswas/ found off the road and behind a high bank whichwhich-

afforded

which-

afforded

which-

affordedafforded shelter.shelter. The non-commissionednoncommissioned- officeroffice in charge ,

discoveringdisoovering that he was getting too close to the frontfront-

line

front-

line

front-

lineline , and that he had missed the stream , had wisely haltedhalted-

and

halt-
ed

halted-

and

halt-
ed

halted-

and

halt-
edand had posted a guard to watch forfur his commanding officer.officerofficer.-

This

offi-
cer

officer.-

This

offi-
cer

officer.-

This

offi-
cer

.

This point serves to illustrate that in war even thethe-

simplest

the-

rmopiles

the-

simplest

the-

rmopiles

the-

simplest

the-

rmopilessimplest move may be attended with unexpected difficulties.difficultiesdifficulties.T-

he
difficulti-

es
.

The map whichwhioh had been correctedQorreoted to Sept.Sept. 30th , clearlyclearlys-

howed

clea-
rly

clearlys-

howed

clea-
rly

clearlys-

howed

clea-
rlyshowed a stream.stream. The point which the Lieutenant missed ,

though , was that the weather had been dry and that he waswa-

sclose

as-

cots
was-

010S8

wa-

sclose

as-

cotsclose010S8 to the source of the brook.brook. Complete confidenceconfidenoe mustmust-

never

mut-

ineer

must-

never

mut-

ineer

must-

never

mut-

ineernever be placedplaoed in a map.mapmap.-

MOVE

map.-

MOVE

map.-

MOVE

.

MOVE TO FINAL POSITIONPOSITION-

Because

Positi-

oned

POSITION-

Beoause

Posi-
tion

POSITION-

Because

Positi-

onedBecauseBeoause of the fatiguefa'1guefa1gue' ofot the men who had been underunde-

rfire

unde-

rlie
unde-

rfire

unde-

rlie
unde-

rfire

unde-

rliefire fortortore nine days , and were now beginning their fourthfourth-

day

four-
th

fourth-

day

four-
th

fourth-

day

four-
thday in the front line , the Lieutenant deoideddecided to move thethe-

pack

th-

wack

the-

paok

te-

ak
the-

pack

th-

wackpackpaokpak mules directdireot to the crestorestforest of the ridge in the centeroenterentercenter-

28

oenter-
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of the new position.position. This decision exercised considerableconsiderable-

influence
conside-

rable
considerable-

influence
conside-

rable
considerable-

influence
conside-

rableinfluence on the men'smensmeans' morale.morale.* The situation was outlinedoutlined-

to

outline-

dto them.them. They were informed that a member of their squadsquad-

would

quadr-

upled

squad-

would

quadr-

upled

squad-

would

quadr-

upledwould meet them , and that on the Lieutenant'sLieutenants' order theytL.eytLeylevythey-

were

he-
wer

tL.ey-

were

they-

were

he-
wer

.

were to seize their equipment and dashda h to their position.positionposition.-

The

positi-
on

.

The man from their squad would guide them.themthem.-

As

Thom-

as

them.-

As

Thom-

as

them.-

As

Thom-

as

.

As the Platoon approached the crest directly from thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rear

the-

reatrear , the guides were met.met. The pack mules were led inin-

dividually
in-inin-

dividually

in-

dividually

¬-

dividuallycivically to the approximate rear of their positions ,

while the men marched on both sides of the animals.animals. WhenWhe-

nthe

Whet-

her

Whe-

nthe

Whet-

her

Whe-

nthe

Whet-

herthe Lieutenant shouted : HNowJM"Howl"HowlHow"NowNow" ! " , the men grabbed theirtheire-

quipment

the-
reupon

theire-

quipment

the-
reupon

theire-

quipment

the-
reuponequipment and dashed to their shell holes.holes. The mulesmules-

were

mu-

les
mules-

were

mu-

les
mules-

were

mu-

leswere galloped to the rear , and in a few seconds the crestcrest-

was

Cret-

ans

crest-

was

Cret-

ans

crest-

was

Cret-

answas again clear.clear. When the German artillery opened , theth-

ehilltop
t-

hrill
th-

ehilltop
t-

hrill
th-

ehilltop
t-

hrillhill-tophilltop- was swept with an intense concentration of fire.firefire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.-

The

frot-

hed

.

The Platoon suffered one casualty from this fire , aa-

severe

s-

evere

a-

severe

s-

evere

a-

severe

s-

everesevere case of shell shock.shock. That soldier had already beenbeen-

gassed

eye-

glasses

been-

gassed

eye-

glasses

been-

gassed

eye-

glassesgassed , and should have been evacuated.evacuated. However , he waswas-

a

as-

aa gunner , and one of the best men in the Platoon , so , onon-

his

co-

nchs

on-

his

co-

nchs

on-

his

co-

nchshis own request , he had been retained.retained. ExcessiveExoessive fatigue ,

coupled with the gas , probably contributed toward makingmaking-

him

maki-
nghim more than ordinarily susceptiblesusoeptible to the shelling.shellingshelling.-

At

shellin-
g

.

At the start of the attackattaok it would have been mostmost-

unwise

moi-

sturize

most-

unwise

moi-

sturize

most-

unwise

moi-

sturizeunwise to move the transport in the open.open. At that timetime-

the

trime-

ster

time-

the

trime-

ster

time-

the

trime-

sterthe German resistanceresistanoe was more persistentpersistjntp ersistlntpersistent and well organorgan-organ-

ized

organ-

ized.

organ-

ized

organ-

ized.

organ-

ized

¬-

izedized.sized*. JourFour days'days' advanceadvanoe had broken this organization ,

and it was probable that the enemy dispositions forfur thethe-

defence

thr-

eadfin

the-

defence

thr-

eadfin

the-

defence

thr-

eadfindefencedefense of the new line had not yet been completed.completedoompleted.oompletedoomplcted.oomplctedcomplicated . FurFur-Fur-

thermore

Fur-

thermore

Fur-

thermore

¬-

thermorethermo , the machinemaohine gunners were extremely tired.tired. ButBut-

the

Bu-

tte

But-

the

Bu-

tte

But-

the

Bu-

ttethe mules couldoouldGould have been halted immediately in rear ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe crest under coverooverover and from that point the men oouldcouldGouldoould-

have

coul-

d've

oould-

have

coul-

d've

could-

have

coul-

d'vehave moved quietly to their positions attractingattraoting the minimini-mini-

mum

mini-

mum

mini-

mum

¬-

mum of attention.attention. Thisfhishis would have been wiserwiser.wiser-

29

wiser.-

29

*.
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Maps cannot be trusted literally.literally., Maps1Aa.ps1Aaps. coveringoovering thethe-

area

the-

atre

the-

area

the-

atre

the-

area

the-

atrearea of the attack were issued on or about October 4th , withwith-

corrections

inter-

connections

with-

correotions

with-

corrections

inter-

connectionscorrectionscorreotions up to September 30th.30th. Yet a stream clearlyclearlys-

howing
cle-

arly
clearlys-

howing
cle-

arly
clearlys-

howing
cle-

arlyshowing on the map could not be found on the ground in thethe-

daylijht.

he-

adlight
the-

day

hey-

day

the-

daylight.

he-

adlightdayli/jht.daylijht.daylight.daylightdaylilyhtdaylijht.-

Men

daylight.-

Men

daylig-

ht
day I iLh/ : t .

Men are always scarce on the front line.line. Even thoughthough-

a

thoug-

ha unit were to start at full strength - details , sickness ,

casualties and stragglers soon take their toll.tolltoll.-

Even

Col-

leen

toll.-

Even

Col-

leen

toll.-

Even

Col-

leen

.

Even though an officer may know the principles ofof-

fighting

af-

frighting

of-

f1

of-

fi6htingfightingfi6htingf1 .

';htinghating his unit , and make every effort tctl'tl' follow thosethose-

principles

those-

principles

those-

principlesprinciples , the enemy may , through fire , observation , oror-

a

Co-

ra

or-

a

Co-

ra

or-

a

Co-

raa combination of both , force a violation of them.themthem-

.Fire

thermo-

formed

them-

.Fire

thermo-

formed

them-

.Fire

thermo-

formed

.

Fire superiority , in addition to preventing movement ,

likewise prevents observation.observationobservation.-

The

observati-
on

.

The temptation for junior officers to wander awayaway-

from

aw-
ay

away-

from

aw-
ay

away-

from

aw-
ayfrom their commandsco nandsNAND is great.great. In the foregoing accountaocountaccount-

the

aocount-

the

accou-

ntthe Lieutenant , on two occasionsoocasions , left his unit , perper-per-

forming

per-

forming

per-

forming

¬-

forming work whichwhioh should have been done by a subordinate.subordinatesubordinate.-

Confusion

subord-
inate

subordinate.-

Confusion

subord-
inate

subordinate.-

Confusion

subord-
inate

.

Confusion and uncertaintyunoertainty predominate on the battlebattle-battle-

field.

battle-

field

battle-

field.

battle-

field

battle-

field.

battle-

field

¬-

field.field. They combineoombine to curbourborb initiative.initiativeinitiative.-

The

initiati-
ve

.

The experienceexperienoe of the battlefield is invaluable toto-

both

to-

oth

to-

both

to-

oth

to-

both

to-

othboth the officeroffioer and soldier.soldier. Members of the Platoon inin-

volved

in-inin-

volved

in-

volved

¬-

volvedevolved in this accountaocount were faailiarfamiliarfa i1iar with position warfarewarfare-

only.

warf-
are

warfare-

only.

warf-
are

warfare-

only.

warf-
areonly.only. All felt , after the experienceexperienoe of open warfare ,

that in the next attackat'ackatack' they would be considerablyoonsiderably moremor-

eeffective.

mor-

eeffeotive.

mor-

eeffective.effective.effectiveeffeotive.effeotive.
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MORALE.rORALErORALEITORALEprorateLITTORAL:. AND RELIEFRELIEF-

For

Reli-

ef

RELIEF-

For

Reli-

ef

RELIEF-

For

Reli-

efFor the next thirty-sixthirtysix- hours the Platoonllatoon) remainedremained-

in

remain-
edin position.position. Shell holes were improved , but there waswa-

slittle
W-

alt
wa-

slittle
W-

alt
wa-

slittle
W-

altlittle activity.activity. Both the Germans andandAmericansPan-American/AmericansAmericansInericansIberians/ appearedappeared-

to

appeare-

dto be satisfied to remain quiet.quietuiet.uiet. Machine guns were notnot-

fired

no-

ticed

not-

fired

no-

ticed

not-

fired

no-

ticedfired , althoughalthouLh occasionallyoccasicnally individuals could be seenseen-

in

seemi-

ng

seen-

in

seemi-

ng

seen-

in

seemi-

ngin the enemy lines.lines. AlthoughAlthouAlthough h tired , morale remainedremained-

hi

remain-

ed

remained-

high

remai-
ned

remained-

high

remai-
nedhihighh , as evidenced by the behaviotrbehaviourbehavior of the men when thethe-

rum

thr-

um

the-

rum

thr-

um

the-

rum

thr-

umrum rationra.tion. was'NasNasiasNashbias' distributed each night.night. On approaching gungu-

npositions

un-

propitious

gu-

npositions

un-

propitious

gu-

npositions

un-

propitiouspositions , the Lieutenant would inquire : "WhatWhatflWhatflowchart" will youyou-

have

yo-

u've

you-

have

yo-

u've

you-

have

yo-

u'vehave ? " Invariably , the men would call for their favoritefavorite-

drink.

favo-
rite

favorite-

drink.

favo-
rite

favorite-

drink.

favo-
ritedrink.drink. The issue rum , in addition to its medicinal qualqual-equalqua-

lities

qua-

lities

qua-

lities

¬-

itiescities , was a strong factor in maintaining their morale.moralemorale-

.Finally

morali-

stically

morale-

.Finally

morali-

stically

morale-

.Finally

morali-

stically

.

Finally , word was received that the British wouldwoul-

drelieve

woul-

drelieve

woul-

drelieverelieve us.us. Guides were assembledassemtlledassemoled at the Platooni'latoonilatoonillationi'i'>'lat on CO'imandCOimandCo'unandCounandCoirnandCommandConanCoronadoCO'iman-

dPost

COiman-

dPost

Comm-

and

Co'unan-

dPost

Counand-

Post

Comma-

ndos

Coirnan-

dPost

Coron-

ado

', :

Post , and when the English machine gunners arrived ourour-

guides

or-

gies
our-

guides

or-

gies
our-

guides

or-

giesguides led them to the gun positions.positions. The English ofof-

ficer

of-ofof-

ficer

of-

ficer

¬-

ficerFischer taking over the sector did not appear pleased withwith-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eld

with-

the

withh-

eldthe dispositions.dispositions. The guns were in the front line wherewher-

etheir

wher-

ever
wher-

etheir

wher-

ever
wher-

etheir

wher-

evertheir fire power replaced missing riflemen.riflemen. The CommandComman-

dPost

Comma-

ndos

Comman-

dPost

Comma-

ndos

Comman-

dPost

Comma-

ndosPost was a small dugout , facedfaaedfaded the wrong way , and fourfour-

years

fore-

arms

four-

years

fore-

arms

four-

years

fore-

armsyears of position warfare had accustomedaocustomed the EnglishEnglish-

Lieutenant

English-

Lieutenant

English-

LieutenantLieutenant to many comfortsoomforts whichwhioh open warfare did notnot-

permit.

int-

ermit

not-

permit.

int-

ermit

not-

permit.

int-

ermitpermit.permit. The only stores whichwhioh the American LieutenantLieutenant-

was

Lieuten-
antwas aLleablealleya le to turn over to him were two stubs of candlesoandlescandles-

and

candl-
es

oandles-

and

Ande-
an

candles-

and

candl-
esand a pile of German overcoatsoverooats populated by a particularlypartioularlyparticularly-

active

partioularly-

active

particul-
arlyactive type of cootie.cootiecooti-

e.CONCLUSIONS

cootie-

.COX

coo-

tie
coo tie.tietie.-

C

ti-

e

.

CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONSF-

og

Conclusio-
ns

COXC ONCLUSCONCURSC L U S IONIONSIONSF-

og

Inf-
o

SS-

Jog

J-

ogFogJog and smoke provide the best possible protectionprotection-

or

protectio-

nor cover fortortore the attack.attackattaok.attaok. Theyrn.yrnyrunny. also add materially to thethe-

difficulty

te-

rrifically

the-

diffioulty

the-

difficulty

te-

rrificallydifficultydiffioulty of control , directiondireation and liaison of attackingattaokingattackingf-

orces.
attack-

ing
attaokingf-

oraes.
attack-

ing
attackingf-

orces.
attack-

ingforces.forcesforaes.foraesforages.
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