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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY P, S27TH GLIDER INFANTRY
(101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION)IN THE DEFENSE OF BASTOGNE,BEIGITM
19=26 DECEMBER 1944
(ARDENNES CAMPAIGN )

(Personal exparience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operation of Company P,
__ B2Tth Glider Infentry, 10keb Airburne Division in the de-
fense of Bastogne, Belgium, from arrival of the division
19 December 1944 through the days this American force was
_ﬂ_mﬂuinmundﬂdﬂhg;tﬁh+eﬁamyf~&ﬂﬁ Yerminating when the 4th Armored
Division broke through the German ring from the outaide to
ald the garrison on 26 Decembar 1944.

On 16 December 1944 the Germans launched their biggest
offensive since the beginning of the Campaigr in Western
Europe. Simultaneous attacks were made at five places along
a seventy mile sector of the Western Front. The German
objective was the capture of Lliege and Antwerp and the split=
ting of the maln American and British forces. The Germen
attack consisted of two prongs: one, 1n the north through
Malmedy toward Liege; the second to the sovth was almed at
Bastogne and hridpgeheads across the Meuse River, with a
thrust to seize the olty of Luxembourg. Both drives initially
met with success. (1)

The 101st Airborne Divislon was withdrewn from ths lines
in Holland on 27 November 1944 after seventy-two days of com=-
bat, The division, in SHASF Reserve, established hase camp
at Camp Mourmelon near Reims, France. Units rested and began

preparation and reorganization in anticipation of the next

airhorne mission. (2)
(1) A=3; () Eye witness, self.

5
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The 327th Glider Infantry Regiment had not received
reinforcements during the Holland campaign. As a result
the regiment was considerably under strength. .Many weapons
had been turned into Ordnance for repair and replacement.
Requisitions covering shortages of other equipment had heen
submitted. Forty-eight hour passes to Paris for officers
ard.aprlisted mar had tean. authonized and guoins wmere egeily. ... ... -
filled. Dally training was devoted chiefly to close order
drill, athletics, and care and cleaning of equipment. (3)

Ryrtmental~Toothell teams were helng organized -in — -
preparation for a division tournament culminating in the
Chempaigne Bowl game during the Christmas Season.

Officer casualties in the 2nd Battalion, 327th Infantry,
during the Holland cempelipgn necesasitated a change in asslign=-
ments. Recommendations were approved by the regimental
commander and on li Dacember 1944 Company F Commander was
agsigned to Battalion Headquarters as S-3. Second Bat talion
Headquurters Company Commander was asd gned to command Company
F« Consequently the following four days were devoted to the
twrning over of property and equipment of the companles in=
volved. On 16 Decemher the new Company F Commander spent
his first time in the fleld training of the company, and
becoming acquainted with its personnel. (4)

The Table of Organlzation and Equlpment of the Glider
Infantry Rifle Company was materially different than that o
the standard rifle company. (See T/0&E 7-57) Actual strength
of Company F as of 16 December was four officeras and about
ona hundred twenty enlisted men. Duty assignments were as

follows: (5)

() #ye witness, self; (4) A-16; (5) Sye witness, self,
Capt. R.H. Evana.
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B . . Company Commander Captain James F. Adama
Company Executive Officer lst Lt W.J. Herzke

Agting Platoon Leader,lst Platoon 7/8gt 0.Y. Butler

Platoon Leader, 24 Platoon 2d Lt W.E. Beirs
Weapons Platoon Leader lst Lt. L.E. Smith
First Sergeant lst Sgt Pappas
Platoon Sergeant, &1 Platoon lst Sgt Streicher

et P Dédember 1944 the 101st Alrborne Division was
alerted for movement into the Belgium in the area of the
German breakthrough. Warning arders were received by sub=-
ordirate.mnlts .und feverish haste was made preparing for
the move. Company F secured its weapons from Ordnance only
to find that very 1little work hag heen performed on thems.
This, coupled with the fact that the unit was under strength,
necessiteted certaln changes in the company organizstion.
Only two oOmm mortars were available to the company. There=
fore it was decided to maintain the mortar section in the
weapons platoon only. The mortar personnel of the rifle
platoons were assigned to the platoon as riflemen. Basics
of the company headguarters were broken down to the rifle
platoons, thus bringing the rifle squads to full strength.
(6)

On 18 Decembeyr 19044-4he 162st-Alirhorne Divisicn was
ordered to proceed by motor transportation to Baatogné,ﬂalgium,
which was estimated to he the most advanced place they could
reach hefore the enemy arrlved there. The division was given
the mission of holding this key communications center at all
costa., The 3&7th Glider Infantry Regiment, with the 463rd
Fiéld Artillery Battallon attachﬂd.laft Camp Mourmelon,

France, at 19556 hours. (7)

(6) Eye witness, self; (7) A=-1, p. 67, A=2,
B
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""" GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The terrain upon which Company F was to establish
its defensive position lent itself well to this type of
operation. Low ridges with gently sloping ground were an
asgset to observation and good fields of fire. Wooded areas
were widely scattered and consisted of pine plantatlcns,
trees ranging in height from fifteen to thirty feet. One
small stream paralleled t%a frqﬁﬁ line and_fgrmaddtuawsmﬁ;}~“-*“
pﬂnﬁéuiﬁuihﬁ wouﬁad ﬂra;.un the left front of the compeny.

This stream was not an obstacle to the foot troops or vehicles.
Clear open fields in the right half of the company area wers
visible for some eighteean hundred yards to the front.

The maln Bastogne-Asrlong highway ran north and south
through the company right area. This was an excellent first
class two lane highway. The small villsge of Remoifosse
(eight to ten houses) was only partially visible in rear of
a slight rise one thousand yards south on the main highway.

Low ground adjolning the ponds was wet and soft and
well wooded, thus limitling observation to the front. To the
left of the ponds the ground rose higher and the wooded area
thinned out, parmitting excellent observation to the south-
east. About one thousand yerds to the rear (north) of the
front lines was apnother naralleling ridge alightly-hizhow wr
than the battle positlon. DNorth of the battle position,
about twenty=-five hundred yards, the mailn road entsred the
town of Bastogne, Belgium (population 4,500). (8)

OPIRATIONS 19 DECEMBER 1944

The 327th Glider Infantry Reglmént arrived at Flami=
zoulle, Belgium, at 1000 hours. The 2nd Battalion detrucked

and immediately went into an asgembly area ahout 1000 yaﬁag

(8) Persona]l Reconnaissance, December 1944.
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of the srea. At 1500 hours the Regiment moved to Mande ;
3%. Btienne. Here a parimeter defense was set up around
the town. At 1630 hows the lst Battalion was attached to
the 501st Parachute Regiment and moved to the vicinity of
Bastogne.

The 2nd Rifle Platoon,Company F,was ordered to establish
a road block on the main highway 900 yards southeast of Mande
St. Entienne. This platoon, with one aaatiun of the Regimental
Antitank Platoon attached, immediately moved to Shstn tasitiens
Bedrolls were delivered and after a meal of K rations the
ocompany rested for the night. (See Map A) (9)
OP (RATIONS 20 DECHMBER 1944

At 0200 hours Regimental Headquarters Company, Regl-
mental Command Group and the 2nd Battallon were alerted to
move to Bastogne. Troops were awakened, rolls placed in a
company dump. Orders came from Battalion that we would cross
the Initial Point, the crossroad 400 yards southeast of Mande
St. Etlenne, at 0400 hours. Overcoats and overshoes would
not he worn but would be left with the bedrolls. Battallon
Supply Section would deliver them that night. G Company,

P Company, Battalion Headquarters Company, E Company, Regi=
mental ‘Command Group, and Regimental Headquarters Company
maved omt 4in that order. (10)

The column passed through Bastogne, turned sowtheast
and cleared the town by 0600 hours. HRegimental Command Group
end Regimental Headquapters Company left the column in Bastogne

and proceaded to establish its Command Post thera.

(9) A=1, p. 99, A=2; (10) A=2.
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As the Battalion contlnued its march, Company
Commanders and Heavy Weapons Platoon Leaders were taken by
jeep to the 2nd Battalion Commander, Lt Col. Roy L. Inman,
in Marvie. After a bhrief map study and conference with the
Commandsr of the 326th Airborne Engineer Battalion, Lt Col
Inman had his of flcers move to where they could uaé the map
and proceeded to issue the following order: (11)

"You are now in this small village of Marvie. This
Battalion will effect immediate reli e of the 326th Engineer
Battallion, saecure the village of Marvie and establish a de=
fense position extending from the Bastogne=Wiltz Road north=
egast of Mafvie, hénding southwestward to the main road just
above Remoifosse. Conlpany G will have the left sector over
to and inelvding the Hill 500. Company F will have the right
sector, tie in with G Company's right flank, bending back to
the southwest to inolude the maln road just north of Remoi-
fosse., Company E wlll bhe in reserve in the vicinity of Marvie.
8lmm Mortar and Heavy Machlne Gun Platoon Leaders will make
immediate reconnmalssance of the area for sultable positions
to support the Battalion. Let me have your recommendations
as soon as possible.

Battallion Command Post wlll be estahllshed qsrer Send
overlays of yow positlon to Battalion as soon a3 pos sible.
Hntifﬁ Battalion when you ﬁavﬂ effacted reliaf.

Battallon Communicatlion Sectlion will lay wire line to
your Command Pozsta.

Bat tallon Ald Station willl be here in Marvle, exact
location later. I will check your positions before noons An
officer from each Engineer Company is present to guide the
Rifle Companies to thelr respective areas. Are there any

questions?" (12)

(11,12) %ye witrecs, swelf, Capt R.H.Evans.

- e T s el bt ¥ BT i, 4 1 Tl | Ry o
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F Company cummaqdar asked for enemy information. The
Englneer Battalion Commander stated that they hed moved
into this area the night hefore and had not established
contact with the enemy. Col Inman oald that enemy patrols
had been active in the area. He told the group %o be on the
alert for inecreased enemy patrolling. (13)

Capt Evans, G Company Commander, requested additional
mapg~uf the-area: L. Wlland {(Bottullen S-2) wae instructed
by Col Inman to secure additional maps from Regiment. The
group was then dismissed. (14) S TR

F Company Commander and the Engineer oflficer who was %o
gulde him to the area joined F Company at the northeast edge
of Marvie. Daylight was coming fast so F Company mowved out
qulckly. Word was sgent back to the Platoon Leaders to move
to the head of the column. While the company moved along the
route shown on Sketch B the Platoon Leaders were Mmriefed by
the Company Commander. Only the mission of the Battalion and
the Company could he given at the time. The lst Platoon was
instructed that it would he in the right of the company area
and would be responslble for the main road. The 2nd Platoon
would be in the laft of the company area and would aestablish
closa contact with G Company's right flank on Hill 500. The
Weapons Platoon would he given definite orders upon compla-
tion of a reconnaissance of the company area. Weapons Platonn
Leader, Lt L.E. Smith, would agcompany the Company Commander
on reconnaissance. The company moved in column of twos. (15)

It must be noted here that the Battalion order specified
immediate relief of the Englneer unit. The Battalion Conmander
had not been able to make a reconnaissance of the ground and
had ordered the “ompany Conmanders to move out with their

(1%,14) Eye Wit"ﬂﬂﬂ, self, Capt R.H. BEvans; (15) Eye witness,
[T o LT 5 3 :
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companies, therefors they could not make a ground recon=-
naissance before rejoining thelr respective commands.

It was now daylight with some fog. Upon reaching
Woods A and checking his map, F Company Commander could ses
that he was very near the planned main line of resistance.

F Company moved into Woods A. Platoon leaders were instructed
to place their platoons under cover, establish security, then
toWQEturﬁnaizh a runnar-' Lm TTs Harzke, Gcmpany Executive
0fficer, was instructed to remain with the Company, check the
security, and be prepared to diapatch the platnuna to their
araas upon the raturh of tbe p.{;taﬂn runna's. The Company
SCR=300 and SCR-536 were left with Lt. Herzke. SCR-536's

wera carrled forward by the Gaﬁﬁang Commander and each rifle
platoon leader. (16)

The following party then proceeded into the company
areai Company quman§qr and two messengers, lst Platoon
Leader and one runnar, <nd Platoon Leader and one runner, and
the Weapons Platoon Leader and one runner. Route B was fol=-
lowed. Positlons occuplsed by the Englneer troops were in-
spacted. None reﬁartad any positive contact with enemy patrols.

The maln road was reached at Polnt X« A farm house in

this vicinity was helng used as a Command Poat by the Engineer

" Company. Here F Company Commander asked for recommendations

of the Weapons Platoon Lefdar as to the hest employment of
the Llght Machine Gun Section and the 60mm Mortar Section.
(17)

The recommendations were sound and the Company Commander
proceeded to 1ssue the following order. (18)

"Little 1s known of the enemy situation in the area.
Enemy patrols have been reported in the vieinity. You know

the mission of the 2nd Battalion and of Company F.

(16,17,18) Eye witness, aelf. o B i
10
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"The 1st Platoon will prepare its defensive position
agstride the main road just forward of this farmhouse;
establish a road block 150 yards south of the building and
atop any effort from the south. Thias platoon constitutes
the right flank of the Battalion. Be prepared to send out
patrols for flank security.

“Tha Enﬁ Platoon will prepare 1ts defensive position in

the woods just north of the small ponds; tie in with G Company's

left flank and swing around to the open field just northwest
of the ponds. ~ Stop any 4fitrt Trom the south.

"The Light Machine Gun Section, from prepared positions
in the lst Platoon area, will cover the gap hetween platoons
and the area to the front of the lst Platoon.

"The 6Omm Mortar Section will prepare firing positions
near the center of the company area. Fire in general supvort
of the company."

Platoon leaders immediately dispatched runners to hring
their units forward. The Company Commander sent his mes=
senger to Lt. Herzke to guide the command group to the Com=
mand Past-‘

The frontage assigned to the Company was 1700 yards.
Company moved into 1its defensive positicns without ineldent.
{3ee Mep.B)

At 0900 hours all platoons had reported positions ocon=
pied. Fompany F Lommander then proceeded to the Enginseer
Company Command Post to complete the relief of that unit.

He was informed by Lt. Smith that they had left the ares
gome time hefore. All efforts to contact the Engineers in

this area were futile. (19)
(19) Eye witness, self.

1l
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The weather continued very cold and damp. This
gncouraged the men to work on thelr foxholes and weapons
emplacements. Sscurity was maintained by the platoons at
all times. T/5 Shaw and Pfo Owens (communications men of
the company) ran wire lines to the lst and 2nd Platoon Com=-
mand Posts and the 60mm mortar position. Limitaed supply

of wire necessitated using the shortest routes to these

A four-man foxhole was dug for the Company Command Post.
The Company Comuander, the Executive 0fficer and two communi=-
catlons men would asﬁahliah the control center there. The
line from Battalion came into ¥ “ompany Command Post at
1030 hours. (21)

An overlay of company positlions was sulmitted to Battalion
at 1000 hours. (%22)

T/Sgt Ruben A. Mackey, Platoon Sgt, Weapons Platoon,
established the mortar Observation Post in a small farmhouse
in the center of the company area. #ire line was laid from ~
there back to the mortars. (23)

All communications were checked by T/5 John Shaw. He
raported the SCR=300 on the Battallon net working well. The
Company SCR=536 net was not operating properly. The lst
Pla toon cnuld‘he contacted with no difficulty but the 2nd
Platoon would not come in. Both platoons, mortar position, -
and the Observation Post comld he nontnoted from the Command
Post on the sound powered net. (24)

During the morning no enemy artillﬂry'fire fell in the
company area. Artillery could be heard some distance to

the east. Enemy activity was negative.

(20,%1,22,23,24) Eye witness, self.
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At 1125 hours Marvie hagau to reaeiva heavy shelling.
Battalion notified F Company Commander that enemy movement
had been plcked up in G Company area, to he on the alert and
report any activity at once. (25)

Shortly thereafter G Company was heard to open up with
a large volume of fire and the Battalion heavy weapons went
into action. G and E Companies received a heavy infantry and

armored attagk. During this attack Lt Colonel Inman, 2nd

Bat talion Commander, and Captain R.H. Evana were wounded
and evacuated. F Company Commander was kept infomed of
the situation. The company speaded up the improvement of
its positions. (26)

After the attack began on Marvlie, Commander Company F
movad into the 2nd Platoon posltion to observe the action
on his left flank. By this time clvilians were evacuating
Marvie. One group, moving through the company area, attemptad
to leave by the unimproved road through the 2nd Platoon posi-
tion. They passed through the lines but,on reaching the
woods just south of the pond, stopped. On returning these
civilians informed the troops that six or eight Germans were
in the woods estahlishing a road block. This was the first
positive information of enemy to the immediate front. Later,

by usa of fleld glasses, increased enemy activity was de-

ik

i b e R . Wy = B8 W 1 Bt

tected in the woai 8. (£7)

At Marvie the enemy reached tha south sdge of town hut
gaon lost the initiative due to the heavy volume of fire
placed on him by Companies G and E. By 1300 hours he had
withdrawn. (Ea]

The lst Platoon reported small groups of enemy foot
troops in the vicinity of REMOIFOSSE. Thls was verified

by the 60mm mortar Observation Post.

(25,26) A=1, p. 101, A-2, p. 105; (27) Eye witnesa, self;
(28) A=1, p. 106, A=2.
13
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Task Force Charlie 16 (three medium tanks), under
lst Lt Richard C. Gilliland, arrived in the lst Platoon
araa to support the company. (£9)

A Forward Observation Party from the 463rd Parachute
Fleld Artillery Battallon reported intq Company F Command

wha o s

Post about 1500 hours. 1lst Lt Gillémada a brief reconnals-

S8ange of the area and estahlished his Observation Post on

M B g it SR SEL ST, F 1 S, ki e T LT

the left slde of the main road in the lst Platoon area. This
installation was well prepared on the front line. (30)

The weather was hecoming much colder. Snow began to
fall about dark. Intermittent artillery was falling in the
area of Company F. (31)

Shortly after dark the Battalion Supply Sectlon delivered

K rations and ammunition to the Command Post. The men had their

individual sleeping bags but no bed rolls were delivered. The
coamunications were in good order. ‘Platanna were instructed
to report every hour. Security instructions were lssued.

The lst Platoon sent out small patrols to the right
flank on security missions and to contact friendly units. No
gnemy or friendly units were contacted during the hours of

darkness.

About £300 hours a small enemy patrol was ohserved

moving north on the dirt road just west of the Company Command

Pégt:h“ﬁii.pnradn“al of the Command Post were alertad and
moved to this vicinity. This patrol was observed to move north
a short distance, turn around, and return across the opsen
ground toward REMOIFOSSE. Fire on tnlis patrol was withheld

ag it was felt that they had not located our positions. (32)

(29) A=1, p. 119; (30) Eye witness, self; (31) A-1, p. 106;
(32) Eve witness, self.

14
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Again at 2400 hours a larger patrnl of eleven men,
under the cover of heavily falling snow, using the same route
as the or evious patrol, was fired upon by the Command Post
security group. One casualty was effected and the patrol
withdrew. (33)

Platoons were alerted as to this activity. Battalion
informed.

OPHHATIGHS 21 DECEMBER 1944

g gt = . 2L sl s ST o e g e LT e e s ma A W S A B B i N — 1 a5

At a hout Dluﬁ hﬂurs tha End Plataan reportad a small

patrol in its area. Lt. Beirs was instructed to Bithar canture
or destroy 1t.  Shortly thereafter Sgt. Rarry of the 2nd Pla=-
toon brought one of the members of the patrol into the Command
Post. He had taken him in a hand to hand fight and had heen
forced to use his trench knife. The prisoner hed a nice gash
in his abdomen. The other two had escaped. (34)

In the early hours enemy tanks and vehioles were heard
moving in the area south of REMOIFOSSE. Some ground activity
was detected in the vieinity shortly after dayllght. Snow was
still falling. (35)

"Colonel Joseph H. Harper, Regimental Commander, mads an
garly visit to the company front lines near the main road.
Golongl Harper and F Yompany Commander discussed the situation

on the right flank, relative ta ita haing open and huvinz Lo

S— L A ——

contact with friendly unlts. {‘&}

Commander F Company visited all positions. The 1lst
Platoon was well sitwted. It had high ground and a farm- -
house for a Command Post. This bullding was very exnosed,
thus limiting movement during daylight. (57)

The 2nd Platoon's right position was low and damp. Fox
holes could not he over a foot deap due to water seepage. Its

1eft flank was high and dry. (38)

{5& 34, 35 56 5? Ed} Ege witraas, self.
|
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Due to the patrol activity during the night it was
decided to strengthen the Observation Post in the center
of the area. Sgt. Berry and five men from the 2nd Platoon
ware placed near the :armhouae, malking this a strong point
and giving added seourity to the Observation Post. This

strong point contailned a BAR Team, & Bazooke Team, and mortar

e g e e ]

ohservers. (39)

Several small groups of enemy were observed preparing

Tpn pem e e

o . e B ST A A AR

B6¥Itions in the woods on the west of the main road 400 gardu

to the south of the 1lst Platoon. Artillery and mortar fire
was placed there with good effect. (40) |

Early in the afternoon the 2nd Platoon of Company G,
327th Glider Infanftry, under the command of lst Lt. Frank
Hibtard, was attached to Company ¥. It was moved into posi=-
tion on the ripht of the 1st Platoon, extending back toward
the north, covering the unimproved roads tn the southwesh.
A wire line was extended from the lst Platoon to Lt. Hibbard.
Coordination of fiﬁea was made. Lt. Hibbhard was instructed
to send out a patrol to locate the 526th Alrborne Engineer
Bat talion reported moving into positions to the west. (41)

Regiment placed a squad of the Regimental Antitank Pla-
toon covering the road defile just %o the rear of the 2nd

Plntoon, G uompany (42)

P e o ora e wnralr e mpn v

Artillar; falling iu F bjmnany area inersased through
the day and night.

K rations and some 60mm mortar ammunition was brought
up under the cover of darkness. A request was submitted to
Bat talion for blankets and overshoes. The ground was now
frozen and covered with four inches of snow. (43)

Securlty was checked. Wo contact hed been established

with the &nginuara.

(39) Eye witness, aelf (40) A=1, p. 119, aye witness, self;
(41) A=1, p. 119, A=2; (42) A-2; (43) Eye witness, self..
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OPERATIONS 22 DECEMBER 1944

Bitter cold and show characterized this day. From
030 hours to 0430 hours enemy tracked vehicles could he
heard milling around in front of the company. 1lst Lt Gill
direzoted artillery fire in this area. A dawn attack was
anticinated and all personnel of this company were ordered

into firing positions. The enemy attack falled to develop

at daybreak. (44)

Major K.B. Galbreeith,Bxecutive Offlcer of the 2nd
Battalion, 327th Glider Infantry, acting as Battallon Com-
mander, arrived shortly after daylight to make a reconnals-
gance and inspection of Company F position. This was his first
and only visit to the area. Major Galbreaith was conducted
over the front lines hy F Company Commander. He was greatly
surprissd at the large frontage alloted to the company and the
lack of ntmevvatian and fields of fire in the ripght portion
of the 2nd Pla*onn position. Observation here was limited to
ahout a hundred yards. Lt. Beirs, 2nd Platoon Leader, re=
ported that most of the fox holes in this area were filling
with water and ice. He also said his feet had been wet for

eighteen hours and were now very painful. (45)

Upon return to the Command Post, Major Galbreaith stated

he would try to gaot some Battallon weapons to help cover the
2nd Platoon front. F Company Commander asked partlcularly
for overshoes for the company and, if poasible, additional
hlankets and overcoats. Major Galbrealth then left the company
area., (46) |

At atout 0930 hours the Mortar Qlservation Post reportad
inoreased activity in the vicinity of REMOIFOSSE. 3Small enemy

groups and light trucks were on the road and in the adjacent
(24,45,46) Eye witness, gelfs
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f1glds. T/3¢t Mackey directed effective 60mm mortar fire
on these targets. At ahout 1000 hours F Company Commander

visited the mortar Observation Post and remained there for

-—-w-_ulﬂ..m-:“;|yihqm

ahout an hour and a half. (47)
At 1130 hows F Company Commard Post called 1ts Gum-

SUPREE S

R S

|
i
1
H

had come up the main road from REMOIFOSSE, aatering the lst

e e Bk 8k 00N area under & white flag. This group, made up of & = =~ |

major, a cantain and two enlisted men, had some sort of sur-
render measese. The two officers were now enrouvte to the
Company Command Post, hlindfolded and under guard. F. Company
Gommander immediately left for the Command Post. He arrived
theres and found Lt. Herzke, Company Executive Officer, on the
battalion phone. 1lst Sgt Papas informed the Company Commander
that the Germans had brought an ultimatim for the surrender

of the Bastogne garrison. Lt. Herzke read the ultimatum to

the Znd Battalion Commander. GColonel Harper was immedlately i )

informed of the situnation. He dispatched Major Jones, Regl-
mental S=3, via jeep to pilek up the ultimatum and deliver it
to the 10lst Airborne Division Headguarters in Bastogne. (48)

THE ULTIMATUM

Decambar 22nd 1944

"Ds the U.S.A. Commander of the encircled town of Eaatngna.

— e —— e i

The fartune of war 1s changing. This %ime the U.5.A.
foreas in and near Bastogne have been encircled by strong
German armorad units. More German units have orossed the |
river Owrthe near Ortheuville, have taken Marche and reached
St. Hubart by passing through Ilomorea=Sibret-Tillet. Libra-
ment is in German hands.

There is only one possibility to save the encircled

U.5.A. Trﬂops from total annihilation: that 1s the hororahle

(47) A-E, oye witness, aelf; (48) A~1, ». 115, A-2, aye witness
salf.
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E surrender of the encireled town. In order to think it

i : e A M

& over a term of two hours will be granted, heginning with

E the presentation of this note.

{

"If this oroposul should he rejected one German Artil-
lery Corps-and six heavy A.A. Battallions arg ready to annihi-
late the U.S.4A. Troops in and near Bastogne. The order for
firing will be given immedlately after this two hour's term.

DO IS WET1 "the "serious civiliAn 105888 Causod Ty thiz-faestde—meooun

i
"1'f‘ i it e . i Ml R i

lery fire would not correspond with the well known American
hunmanity. . i
The German Commander." (49)

The two German officers, still under guard, were kept in
the woods in rear of Company F Command Post. The major was
a very impressive looking officer, six feut four and wearing
a long field gray leather overcoat and heavy black leatner

T hoots. The captain, much shorter but equally well dressed,

spoke excellent “nglish. (50)

Colonel Harper called F Company Commander from 1l0lst

Airborne Division Headguarters to find out the exact time the

German officers were due to return to thelr own lines. Captaln
of Company F informed him that they were due to return to thelr
own lines at 1400 hours. (51)

It is interesting to note here that shortly after Colo-
nel Harper oalled Company F, the German major reguested ad=
mission to a warm building. He complained of having to stand |
around in the cold. He even went so far as to ask that he he
taken into a room where he could be permitted %O remove his
hlindfold. F Company Commnander tersely informed him that this
was impossihle. (It will be recalled that the company Command

Post was quite removad from any buildings.) These offlcers

¥
e o ——
i

(49) A-1, o. 115, A-8, A-12;(50, 51) Eye witness, self.
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were wearing far warmer clothes than those worn by the

E . _ ~ company. Their complaining of the extreme cold verifies

; to some extent the weather conditions during this oparation.
¢ : -

i (62)

Colonel Harper,accompanied by Major Jones, arrived at

the pommand post of Goﬁpany F at 1340 hows. Colonel Harper

T"5laced the written reply to ThHe Witimatum iw the Gorman major's

hand. The German major asked if the reply was negatlive or

T an
=t e i B e R R e L T R e T A kA RS B

affirmative. Ha stateﬁ that if it were the latter he was

o r i AR L W

authorized to conduct further negotiations. (53)

Colonel Harper immediately informed the major that it
was not affirmative. He said, "The answer is 'nurs'." The =
German cabtain indlcated that he did not understand the meaning
of "wurs*. (54)

Colonel Harper said, "In plain English it is the same

as '60 TO HBLL'."

B, o o e o, B 7 i AT SR SR e A e e e e S R R TSN AT RS R R I apem et i AT S e e
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The two German officers were then taken by Colonel Hérper's "

jeep to the point of entry into Company F lines. Their hlind=-
folds were removed and the group returned to thelr own lines
at 1400 hours. (55)

Enemy action began again at 155ﬁ hours. 1In a column
of twos fifty Germans and a horse drawn oart advanced toward
P Company's Observation Post. This force, marching from the
kigh ground to the south, came uéﬁar.ahaurvutiun aomaléﬂﬁ.yarda
before tha front lines. It was permitted to advance to withiln
200 yards of the Observation Post. There the combined fire
of the Observation Post and the entire lst Platoon was brought
to hear on it. Annihllation was complete. (56) :

At 1700 haﬁrs an attack by an estimated infantry company,
advancins north astride the Bastogne ruad,prugréssad to with-
in 200 yards of .the 1st Platoon. This was stopped cold by
(62) Eye witness, self; (53,54) A-l, p. 116=-117,-eye wiiness,
anglf; (65) A=1, p. 117; (56) A-1, D. 117, A=2, Eya witness,
self. 20
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effective artillery, mortars, machine gun and small arms

fire. {5'?)

e ey, o e =

The enemy then resorted to placing artillery fire over

N—

the company area. No large concentratlons were delivered.
Just before dark a messenger [rom Znd Battallon brought
informatiow tnat an alp resupply misslon would--be-dreosped-at— -

.
R e e

2000 hourss The drop zone was to be the open ground directly
west of the housas of Dastogne. UoHPARYSE HAA ThE e FESHEIHIS T
1ity of recovaring swplies that dropped in their area. Reports
as to type and amounts were to be made to Division through
channels. No supplises could he usad hy units unless any oved
hy the Division G=4. “atsr the operation was gancelled hecause
of ice conditions. (538)

The dire need of swplles by the Bastogne zamison is
horne out hy the fact that by noon of 22 December the 463d
Field Artillery Basttallion, which was supporting the SETtéud”
Glider Infantry, had only 200 rounds of ammunition left and
other battalions were in a similar plight. (59)

Throughout the balance of the night periodic movement

of enemy vehleles and troops was heard to the £nd Battalion

e i . -

front. K rationa, limited supnly of G60mm mnrtar ammunitinn,

.45 hlank@ta, and a dczan naira Of galeahes were raceivad from

T i it

Battalian SHﬁnly. (ED)
OPTHATIONS &5 DECEMEER 1944

Daylight found Company F on the alert. At 0900 hours
Lt Beirs, 2nd Platoon Leader, renorted te F Company Command
Post. His frozen feet were very painful and he could haraly
walk. Lt. Beirs was evacnated to the Battalion Ald Station
in Marvie. (61)

(57) A=1, p. 117, A-2; (68) A=1, p. 135; (69) A~1, p. 133;
(60, 61) Eye witness, self.
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Captain of Company F lmmediately went to the 2nd
Platoon Command Post. lst Sgt Strelcher, scting platoon
sergeant, was made acting Platoon Leader. He was brought
up-to-date on the situation. F Company Commander and lst

Sgt Strelcher made an inspection of the platoon position and
all squad leaders were informed of the change. $/8gt Brownle

T. Rushin, sgquad leader of ls%-8Sgu2d; wes desipnated Platoon — —+
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At 0945 hours pathfinders jumped in the area where the
2nd Battalion, 327th Glider Infantry, was deployed. They
waere gulded to the drop zone and soon had their radar 1in
operat lon. (63)

Consjiderale movement of enomy vehlcles on the RUMOIFOSSE-
Lutrehols road over the high ground to the south was reported
to the Command Post. Lt Richard ¢. Gilliland, Commander of
Force Charlie 16, was contacted and asked to take them under
fire. Lt Gilliland, using one tank from position in the 1lst
Platoon area, directed effective fire on the road, knocking
out two half -tracks and a command car. A (German antitank
gun located near LUTRERDIS opened up, causlng the tank to
withdraw from firing position. (64)

At 1115 hours friendly alroraft began attacking anemy
armor to our front. This was tne_first alr support of the
operation and contributed greatly to th;-mnralélﬂf ﬁﬁfli;&ﬁpi;”-
A great volume of enemy antl-alroraft fire opened up to the
southwest and at 1150,homrs the first of the resupply planas
apor oached the drop zone. Troops from the firing positions
cheered tﬁis welcome appearance of the C=-47a. Spirita rose

and the men were sare now that they had not heen forgotten

(62) Eye witness, self; (63) A-1, p. 137, A-2; (64) Eye :
witness; self. _ i i
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in Bastogne. By 1606 hoars, 241 planes .had drooped 1,446

bundles weighing 144 tons by parachute into the drop zone.

(65)
At 1716 hours the enemy made a new attack upon the 2nd
Bat talion, %27th Glider Infantry. It came as a frontal attack

on Company G's position on Hill 500. Enemy small arms and

constant fire from tanks and machine guns located in the woods
on elther flank of the approaching infantry. The attacking
force was estimated to he two r:smmanliaa and,heing dressed in
gsnow sults, the personnel was difficult to detect. It was
now apparaent that the enemy determined to selze the town of
Marvie, thus enabling him to push a stronger force of armor
and infantry into Bestogne from the southeast. (66)

Coordinated with the attack on G Company was one of like
proportions on the lst Platoan of Company F. Darkness soon
enveloped thé.ﬁit¥iaf1§id- The lst Platoon delivered a tre=
mendous volume of fire on the attacking force. Artillery
auppﬁrt was called in. Lt. Smith of the Weapons Platoon ad-
justed the 60mm mortar to within 70 yards of the Iront lines.
(67)

By 1745 hows an onemy bulldup 4in front of F Company's -
€nd Platoon began to devdlop.  Mortar and artlillery began
félling in the platoon aréa with increased frequency. The
woods in the vicinity of the company Command Post bacame
subject to constant artillery fire. (€83)

By 1800 hours the attsck on the lst Platoon position
had decreased in intenslity. However, the enemy remained in
close contact. (69)

At 183G hours the €nd Platoon began to réceive a ?runﬁal

attack. This was on a naprpow front in tha'aentéf'hf the nla-

(65) A-1, p. 137, A-2, Kye witness, self; (G66) A-1, p. 121,
A-2; (67,68,69) Eye witness, salf.
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toon position. Tanks wera not employed here due to the

~—-JoWness o. ~whe area.--Howavar, the enemy did uﬁplu? many

gutomatic weapons. He attempted to advance under cover of

mortar and artillery fire. His adwance was retarded by the

__platoon's excellent BAR and rifle fire, aausing him to lose

]

—

" his covar. This attmck was hald off and the unam:,- did not

e s il e T T — SR S e - b | 5 b o | ot

elose with the End Plataan. (70)

At 1900 hours the 1st Platoon was again attacked but
this attack lacked the punch of the first one. The enemy

e

was held of f and pinned down by effective artillery and machine

gun fire.

At 1915 hows the telephone line to Battalion went out

and the 3CR-300 had to bs used. It was apparent that the tele-

phone lines to the other companles were out as the Battallon
Commander was on the radio constantly. During this period
the company wire net remained operational. (71)

Tha“attankars on the 2nd Platoon conbinuad the pressurs
on its front, feeling out its strength. At 1920 hows the
wire 1ine to the 2nd Platoon went out. T/5 John Shaw left
the company pommand Post to repair the line. A 2né¢ Platoon

messenger arrived at the Command Post at 1960 hours with the

__Ainformation that Company G had heen forced off HILL 500 and.

that.thg ::ﬂﬁsﬁy'n 1aft flarlr waa axbogad. &acond Plnteon'ﬁ
left squad was bending back to protect the flank. F Company
Commander called Battalion on the radio and informed them of
the situation. (72)

At 2000 hours the left flank of F Company received an
attack through the gap opened by the enemy salzure of HILL
500, This was held off and the enemy shifted to the north in
an effort to find the flank. For the next hour the enemy

maintaindd heavy pressure on all positlons of F Compyny.
L

(70, 71, 72) Eye witness, self.
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At 2100 hours $he 2nd Platoon reported the enemy s

[

had maneuvered around its left flank. An effort was heing
made %o prevent his getting bshind the platoon's position.
Increassd pressure was beaing felt on the front of the platoon
at this time. (73)

e NI S

F Company Commander lnformed ths £nd Baitalian. br raﬂin R

-4

&

" of his situation anﬂ.rwquastaﬁ nsaistanca on his left rlank.

P

The Battalion Gnmmandﬂr 1nfnrmed him that assistance would

e e e T LA T T e L HEw o Wi
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have to come from Ragimant as he had committed all his units
to hold Marvie. (74)

Ay Z130 ho: ve the 2nd Platoon reported that an enemy
platoon had passed around the left flenk and was now in its
rear. HFirst Sg'., Streicher was keeplng his platoon in posi-
tion, knowing that anything that moved in hls area was enemy.
(75).

Bat talion called F Company and informed it that "FRIEWDS"
were on the way and to attempt to hold on until they arrived.
Battalion would not give information as to what was coming or
by what route. The "FRIENDS" knew the location of the company
and wonld find it. (76)

At 2145 the Ohservation Post notified the 60mm mortar
position that an attack was belng launched on it and that they

might have to fight it out. T/Sgt Mackey at tho Observation

T p—

Post ordered the 50mm mortars to firs on the primary targets
immediately to his front and to continue to fire until orderad
to stop. (77)

At 2150 hours Lt Herzke informed the Company Commander
that an enemy group was in the immediate viecinity of the
Comnand Post. F Company Commander ordered instant prepara-
tion for the evacuatlon of the Comnand Post. Personnel in

the vicinity was alerted while tne Company Commander notifled

(75) A=-2, Lye witness, self; (74,75,76,77) Eye witnesa,self, p.2,
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[t o



T ———— AN . Vo S 4w ST e 7 e WL B o % e MRy 000 SRR W i e . v ey

sy e s v L ] S B sk e e 1

s Ll R T I Tt I o e . P e g g e — S e v -
e S AT o R | o e 2 i - .= o T — FERT b LT it Dt A %

IR e e e e e e R T e et B o oMb B Mty s AL L R 5

+-—_+—mdunLdﬂhmnJngrtsya .and the Znd Platoon to extrigate thems= : Tr
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ael?as as best thuy nould and move into the 1lst Platnnn

area. Contact had been broken wlth the Observation Post. 5
T T Before the 1st Platoon could be notified of the plan, the

eneny group hegan throving hand grenades toward the Command

Post. The Command Post group then withdrew rapidly to the

north through the woods in an attempt to reach the 1st Pla=-

toon araa. ﬁt the tiwe of the witndrawal an attempt was made

— o e L
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by radin tn infarm the Battalian cammandar, but he was is-
T Wing important instruotions to E Company, therefore he “"‘*
not mede aware of the withdrawal. (78)

The command group movad ouh of the wodl s end proossded
north along the narrow road. At the first hedgerow 1i moved
wast under cover to the main Bastogne road. Here the group
was nhalted by F Company Comnander, An ambush was set up with
the purpose of destroying any enemy that might be following
the command group. Lt. Herzke and a runner wers immedla tely
dispatohed north along the Bastogne road. He was instructed
to check the first house on the west of the road to determine
if 1t was sultable for a new Command Post. If suitable, the
runnar was to return for the command group. [Lt. Herzke was
then to proceed quickly to the first crossroasd to the north
with the murnose of contacting the "FRIENDSY" that wera on.tha
way to assist & Company and to acquaint them with the situa-

The runner returned in about ten minutes, informliog the
Company Commander that the house was useable. F Company Com=
mandér instructed two meén to remaln with him and the halance
to proceed to set up the Command Po st. T/5 Shaw was to galvage
gome old wire lines along the road and eshallsh a wire %o lst
Platoon Command Post. (80)

(78) Eye witness, self, A=2; (72, 80) Zye witnass, self.
AR o
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Ha raturned ahurtly with
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to find aut their aituation.
information that they were receiving sporatic small arms

fire.
moved north alorg the Bastogne road to contac% Lt. Herzke.

F Company Commander then left the command post and

At about 2400 hours he contacted Lt Colonel Thomas J.Rouzie,

Regimental Executive Officer, and Lt. Herzke at the aross-

uzie was. infnnmadmnf.iba_nraanni sitna= o
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OPERATIONS 24 DECEMBER 1944

Lt Colonel Rouzie had with him 40 men of Company A of

the 5Ulst Parachute Infantry Regiment under the ccmmend of
Captain Stanfield Stach. These were the "FRIWNDS" sent
to reinforce Company F. (85)

Colonel Houzle stated that he could use this unit plus
Company F to counterattack and restore the company position.
He then asked what Commander of F Company wo uld recommend.
F Company Commander recommended that Gnmpany.ﬁ dfugﬂﬂuédihfwm"”h
be used to set up a defense position rather than counter-
attack. The ground forward of the crossroad sloped gently
to the woods recently lost by F Company. This wes all open
ground. Just forward of the crossroad and extending around

to the left toward Marvie was a natural ridge commanding all

s e

ground to tha wnoi s. An excellent defensive posltlon could
be set up along this high ground with good fields of fire

for all weapons and complete observation of the front. 1In
addition, the time element waes considered. To obtaln addi-

tional men from F Company, organize and coordinate the attack
would reguire much more time than to set up the defensive
position. (86)
(84) Eye witness, self; (85) A-1, p. 126, Eye witness, self,
A-E; {Eﬁ} Eya witneus, gelf.
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Captain of Company F ordered the two men remaining
with him to cover the hedgerow, to hold any of the company
thers that might come out of the wood 8, and to fire on the
enemy if he should come that way. (81) |
F Company Commander then left for the lst Platoon posi-
©eeen . B300 t0_L0form K. Smith.and.T/Sgb Bubler of fiha.aifwasiap...
| mmsesss oy CRWYE ELHET tHE 1st PIatoon Wad ricelving mortar, maching
gup,_8nd diract . fire. foow.t@d S Pe guats. 4/ ScaBubler - w@g: - o
informed of the situatlion and that a wire line waild he laid
from the new Command Post 1f sufficient wire could he found.
T/Sgt Butler felt that thelr position could ba held. Tha §.P,
guns were now concentrating on the farmhouse. Hay in the
adjoining barn was ignited. Soon the lst Platoon position
was well iliuminated. (82)
P Canpany Commuander returned to the men left at the
hedgerow. This group proceeded toward the new Vommand Post.
 Twalve man.of an Blmm ponten _sentian of #numnmr.s:i--\:l"z;ij-i:--#.are-
found in t,ﬁe hasement of the firast farmhouse on the east side
of the main road. Captain Company F ordered them into a de-
fensive position covering the woods just vacated by the command
group. Two men were direoted to employ a 50 caliher machine
gun to cover the open left Flank of The st Biatobn. Tee’
othars_ wer 6. ardezed to.sepaly 4aewire=thmvo vie Simm morter
.ﬂhﬂﬂrvutiﬂﬂ Puat in the lst flatoon amea. A Company F ser-
geant was placed in command of this group. (83)
F Company Commander then left for his command post,
arriving there ahout 2330 hours. He had segured a EE=-B8=-A
telephone from the Blmm mortar section. A runner was sent

to the £nd Platoon, G Company, to bring them up-to=-date and
(81,82,83) Eye witness, self.
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? The poasiblu further attack by thne anemy wes 8lso

% considered. If he were determined to exploit the bresch

E_ in the line ha could pour out of the woods and, guiding on

% the unimproved road, move directly on Bastogne. (87)

position on the high ground. He instructed Captain Stach

A N e ] AR R e e e B

|
]
Lt Colonel Rouzie decided to establish the defensive i
i
_to tie in with Company F's left flank and, by a aeﬂan of :

LB sy S b . i =
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strong points, defend the hlgh ground as far east as possible. i
rarmimss e s e e love 1 RUUZLE WOU L TOMMENA’ YHE TWe cIMTARLIES and dhY 'Bnd """'""”"E
Platoon of G “ompany. The Command Post to be established |
in the viocinity of the crossroad. (88)
Communications would We established as socn &s he conld
get the equipment from regiment. By 0100 hours the position
was organized and the breach closed. (See Map C) i
An immedlate patrol was to he dispatched by Captain
Stach toward the woods to Getermine 1f the enemy were pre=-

paring a bulldup there. The Company A patrol was fired upon

before reaching the woods. They received fire from other

e B B ~ | T i

positions when they attempted to approach the woods from

other directions. (89)

e T e

Captain F Company returned to the company Command Post

at 0100 hours. - There ha fond that the entire company 60mm

mortar seotion, under the comnand of S/Sgt Arnold L. MoClure,
had slipped out past the eneny in'thﬂ"ﬁﬁﬂdL and-wure now
satting up a new posaltion in the rear of the I;£ Platoon.
Two mortars and sixty rounds of ammunition had heen carried
out by the section. (90)

T/ 5 John Shaw entered the Command Post with a casualty.
This man had been helping Shaw lay the wire llne to the 1lst
Platoon. Enemy mortar concentration had caught them just
(87) Eye witness, self; (B88) A=1l, p. 127-128; (89) Eye
witness, self.
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| to the rear of the 1:15 Platoon. T/5 Shaw then went on alone
; b SHbTAVA Ane vive Ti0g. (1)

é At 0130 hours the Company Command Post had communica=
E tions established to the following: the lst Platoon, the

% 2nd Platoon G Company through the lst Platoon, and the 60mm

i W w6 AR et e

mortars, Shortily thereaftér an SCR-U0U radiv, nebted Lo = o

o S L T Py

W maaedd vh e e Pk e TR T

one at Lt Colonel Rouzie's command post, and a reel of luu&ult
_Wire were veceived by the company. T/6 Shaw laid this oA
hetween the two command posts. A regimental wire team com=
pleted the communications to regilment. (22)
At 0145 hows Lt Colonsel Rouzie informed Company F
Commander that S/8gt Brownie T. Kusin and twenty-three men
of the £nd Pla toon had successfully withdrawn from the woods
and were now employed on the left flank of Company A, 50lst.
(93)
Twice agaln the German infantry, with tank fire support,
directad frontal attacks on the lst Platoon position. These
were held off and by daylight the pressure eased. (94)
In the early morning the Germans asked for and received
pamission to remove their dead and wounded from in front
of the lst Platoon. (95)
At about 0800 hours 2nd Battalion Command Post was con=

- v e — A R
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tacted by telapnana. Hajor ualh_eaith was informed of the
present situation and disposition of units in F Gnmpany-nrue.
the situation in Marvie was muoh improved but enemy troops
still held the southernmost edge of town. Several men of
F Company's 2nd Platoon were at the Battallon cammand post
and would he directed to join thelr company at once.

The new positions, hastlly set up during the night, were
now heing improved. Contact with the 326th Alrborne Engineer

(91,92,93) bye wiwvness, self; (94) A-2, A~ 1, p. 128, eye
witraus, self; (95) A=1l, p. 129,
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Battalion on the right was mada. A coordinated plan of
contact patrols was estahlished.

" Support from friendly sircraft began at 1030 hows and
lasted throughout the day. At 1340 hours a resupply by air
was dropped to the 101st Airborne Division. Planes gontinued
to bring in their bundles until 1530 hnura. 1h¢ut 1ﬂﬂ ‘tons

'\u_ .h.-—_n'.-l 1.th ﬂ-'t nﬂm:rrm#mhu__ _.

e A e, -l'l'"ﬁ"‘"

‘of materiel were parachuted out of. lﬂﬂugiansaw—iﬂﬁﬂ e i )

—ané- foumr-mon-aggauited the posltion and dastroyed the gun. - -

Pressure on Comdany F throughout ths day was in the form

rol g AR S o e phe

of 1ight oonosntrations Bf avhiliewy and meEtes Fids

At about 1600 hours the command post was subjected to
an intense mortar concentration. No casualties resulted as
all personnel was under cover. (97)

Shortly before dark German S.P. guns or tanks hegan
firing on the front lines of the lst Platoon. These guns
were located in the vicinity of REMOIFOSSE. An Artillery
concentration in thls area, adjusted by Lt. Smith, was affect-
ilve. (98)

German artillery and mortar fire was heavy throughout
the night. A small group of enemy, under cover of darkness,
gset up a machine gun in the house on the west side of the
main road in front of the lst Platoon. Its fire was directed

on the entrance to the platoon command post. Tngt-Butler

The night became bitter cold and the men were very miserable
in the fox holes. The entire pletoon wasg on the alert fonr
a possible attack.
Several enemy planes were over Bastogne during the night.
Thae center ﬁf the town was heavily bombed. (99)
QPERATJONS 25 DECEMBER 1944

This was Christmas Day. However, the Holiday spirit
falled to manifest itaelf along the front lines. Raliaf would
(96) A=-2; (97,98,99) Eye witness, self.
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have been-the only Christmas present of which thEJMEF.EEH&ﬁ
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have been nognizant-

The cold dawn found all men in thelr fox holes in anti=

“cipation of aenother attack., They were very thankful that

ong did not develop.
At about 0900 hours Lt Hihbard, Platoon Leader, 2nd

Platoon, of G Company, reported an enemy group of eight men

off his right flank, moving north Yoward uHe high grounds

B s o ans e
R S e

Captain Company F instructed Lt Hibbard to send out a squad
to capture the enemy group. This squed returned in an hour
with an artillery observation party of seven mén and a power=-
ful radio. Somehow the party had missed their own lines and
entered the gap without knowing it was hostile territory.
Thase prisoners wera sent %o regiment. (100)

At about 1400 hours two S.P. guns or tanks began firing
cn the lst Platoon positlons. Thelr fire was concentrated
on what was left of the platoon command post. T/Sgt Butler
requested some supporting firs to ﬂautra-l-i-::ﬂ-_-tg_l';_-f:«_gn*&mf,-*'ﬂ S i e
direct fire on his position. Captain F Company called regi=-
ment and requested that an effort be made to get aome of the
fighter planes in the vicinity to reduce the 3.P. guns. (101)

Captain W.L. Abernathy (Regimental S-2) called Company F
shortly thereafter with the information that an alr nlssion
bhad heen appr oved and to mark the platoon front linss at nnce,. . .

In fifteen minutes two P-47s came out of the narth,'flun'
once over the area on reconnaissance and then made a strafing
rune The planes ceme around agaln on a hombing run, drop=-
ping napalm tombs. With mission accomplished the planes left
the area. (10%2)

(100, 101, 102) Eye witness, self.
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The company front remained quiet un’t.il 1730 howrs.,

- -portion-of the-last. seriel foll outelde the p.arimaten.. {leLL._____,

At this time an atVack with small arms was 1aurohed ‘agdaingt
the lst Platoon. It wes made astride the main Bastogne road.
Artillery and mortar support was immediately given the lst

Platoon and by 1800 hours the situatlon began to calm down.
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K rations and ammunition were delivered to the company

under cover of darkness. During the balance of the night

company ¥ recelved considerahle mortar fire.

QPERATIONS 20 DECEMBHR 1944

Company F spent a relatively quiet morning. Men were
rotatad so that they could spend some time indoors getting
warm and making coffee. Enemy artlllery and mortar fire fell
mostly in the rear areas.

Hoavy fighting could be heard along the western sector

af the Division. Sevaral mileas to the auuth and aouthwast

heavy firing gave hope of an early break-through by the 4th
Armored Divislon.

At 1500 hours Medical p arsonnel landed by glider on the
drop zone just west of Bastogne. (104)

A resupply by parachute was ﬂrappad at 1520 hours. A
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At 1650 hours, ‘amid a great deal of firing, five tanks

gould he seen to bresak out of the woods 1500 yards dus-.

waet -

of Company F command post. Observed through field glasses,
they were found to hear the white star of friendly tanks.
(108)

Regiment called Company F Command Post at 1730 hows to
of ficially confirm the arrival of five friendly tanks in the
area of the 326th Airborne Engineer Battalion. Regiment also

instructed that yellow panels would be displayed, marling our

(105) A=2, eye witness, self; (104,165 A-2; (106) Eye wit-
ness, self. 58
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furuard pnaitionu on tha main road. The maln @lemants

of the 4th Armored Division were axpeutad to enter Baatngna

o et aa e i e Beda

- —vig this Toad on- the following day. (107)
Company F then settied down for the night. Nevertheless
strong securlty was maintalned. MNo chance could be taken
aven with ralief prumiae& for the morrow. The enemy ntill
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F Company continued in these defensive positions until

2000 hows on 29 December when it was moved into Bastogne to

rejoin the £nd Battalion. (108)
ANALY SIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing the operation ralated in this monograph it
will he seen that Company F was assipgned a most difficult
migssion. It was given a defense mission covering a very wide
frontage. The company was at roduced strength and lacked
some of its crew sarved weapona. The organization of only two
rifle platoons made it mosat difficqlt ta_maintain.a_apgpg;t

glement in the company. The exposed right flank placed an

added hurden upon the company; that of maintaining seourity

patrols of considerahle strength.

T

The outstanding performance of the communications person=-
nel is highly commehdable. Thelr initlative and underastanding
of -the vitel importance of communicatlon found them working
undger fire and in extreme cold constantly. | HE

Specific criticlsms are the following:

Wity s e Y

1. The arganizatian of the Glidar Infantry Rifle Company
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nor did i% provide sufficlent strength for a long perioed of
comhat. Transportation was totally lacking, necessitating
the hand carrying of all supplieés and rations throughout all
operat ions.

(107, J08) hrfi Kpw. MEEEONES RIS
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777 2, FPully trained and qunlified raplaumnants were not
‘made avallable to the reziment at the conclusion of the
Holland Cempaign.

3. WNo provision was made for the unit commanders to
conduet evan a limitsd reconnaissance prior to the relief

ol tag Bn gin gar wrl e AR AN Tl A S e a1 S e

i - i it o W A R ]

4. Security measires were never talen by the regiment
or hattalion to cover the organization of the main line of
resistance. RBach company had to maintain its own security
during the preparatory phase. Little or no warning could be
expected pfigf to the actual contact of the enemy with the
main line.

5. Adequate and detailed plans to reduce posgihle pene=-
tration of the battle position were not prepared hy the Com=
pany Commander.

6. Engineer companies lacked a thorough knowledge of
infantry defenes tactice. Whep ussd-as infantry they should
be capable of complete cooperation and understanding.

7+ One set of maps per company made fire plans and con-
trol of mortars extremely difficult and reduced their effl-
clency. Sror i e g

8+ The failure of tna End Battalion Bupp;g Section to

g _properly secure the Batte 1lon dunp at Msndq”5+._Etianua EF“_* w
20 Decemher 1944 resulted in the loss of all of Company F's
bedrolls, ovarcoats, and galoshes, thus causlng additional
sufferine to the troops on the front line.

9. Adequate winter clothing was not provided for troops

prior to their departure on the Bastogne mlsslon.

LESSONS LEARNED

l. Reconnalssance 1s of the utmost importance in any

type of military operation. Adequate rauunnniuaanaa by

_______ kil o il o il At 2111 s s w 1 et i MTCE R | R N [ - e F e e I S L - =
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rugim&ntnl and battalion commanders prior to i ssuing or ders
4o subordina te commanders will greatly add to the success
. of the onaration, Reconnslssance by company commanders will

result in more efficlent employment of troops and utillzation

i of the terrailn.

Failure of the Germans to conduct thuruugh reconnais~

" A Y A e e i o ey e e S = kg it L e e e g g

sance aauaad than to ovarluok the wide gap on F Gﬁmpany 8

right flank. Had thelr rauonnaissanqu been more thorough, it
is very probable that the outcome may have been disastrous
for F Company.

2. Once a hreach has been established in the enemy line
avery effort must be made to capitalize on his disorder before
he has time to reorganize his force and establish a new posi-
tions This lesson was clearly demonstrated when the Germans
overran the 2nd Platoan position. Had the enemy quiockly
reorganized and continued the attack to the north he would
have reached the very edge of Bastogne before meeting further
‘roeslstancae.

S« Communication is vital in the control of any unite.

In a defensive position several wire lines lain over separate
routes will insure continued operation and ease of malnte-
nanca., Radios were found to operate less efflolently in cold
peathsrs Thie was dus pramasily o wnc-froestng 5L tha Baber-
les. Snow and ice on the sets shorted them.

4, Supplementary positions for all-around defense to
the flenks and rear should he constructed and provisions made
for shifting squads to those positions.

5. #11 personnel in a rifle company should bhe thoroughly
familiar with the proper procedure for requesting and adjust=-
ing artillery fire.

6« Normal combat clothing and shoes were not adequate

for frowt line troops In this Wihtsr ooeration. el s
36
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defensive situation. They must bs made early and all units
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T T M Ae YanTITAr “with them. These plana should he 6h;ﬁggd to

| - meat each gituation and oommanders kept up-to-data.
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