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OPERATIONSQFERATION8 OF THE 2D BATTALIONBATTALIBATTALI(11BATTALI11( , J08THSoaTH508THOaTH PA3RACHUTEPARACHUTE INFASTRIINFANTRYINFAMYINFESTERINFASTRI-

RfiaiMENT

INFANTRY-

REGIMENT
INFA-

NTRY
INFAMYR-

EGIMENT
I

RfiaiMENTREGIMENTFilament (82D82D( AIRBORNE DIVISIONDIVISIC0) INTN THE INVASION OF NORMANDYNORMAND-

YJUNE

NORMA-
NDY

NORMAND-

YJUNE

NORMA-
NDY

NC MANDYMANDY-

JUNK

MAN-
DYw JUNEJUNK S5$ M- 13 19Ul19W191119UlN-

ORMANDY

IjIIj
. (NORMANDYNomwmy.NomwmyMommyNO NDYNY . CAMPAIGNCAMPAICAM Ai - ) , - I

(Personal S3qExperience>erienceTerence and Observation of a Rifle Platoon Leader )
.
t.
'JJ'J-

w

J-

w

'-

JOPERATIONS

J-

OPERATIONS

O-

PERATIONS

'

r'JrJr

ORIENTATIONORIENTATION-

INTRODUCTION

ORIEN-

TATION

ORIENTATIO-

NINTRODU92

ORIENTATION-

INTRODUCTION

ORIEN-

TATION

..
"

INTRODUCTIONINTRODU92INTRODUCTIO-

NThis

Introduct-

ion
!! !! ,

"

,

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion ,
,

,08th08th508th,08th-

Parachute

08th-

Parachute

508th-

Parachute

,o8tho8th-

ParachuteParachute Infantry , 82d Airborne Division in the invasion of NORMANDY ,

FRANCEFRAt'ICEFRAtICEFrantic' 5-135135 - 13 June 19Wi.19Wi1944.1944194i19Wi-

.In

19W-

iIn

1944-

.order

1944-

order

, .

In order to orient the reader it will be necessary to discuss briefbrief-brief-

ly

brie-

fll

brief-

ly

brief-

ly

¬-

lyll: theththemajorthem"majmajma", major() ):' events which leadlead.lead-leaduplead.- up to this operation.operationoperation.-

The

operati-

on

.

The broad strategy behind thet.he. Allies main effort against: the GermanGerman-

war

Germ-

anwar machinemactdneMacedon included as a highly desirable preliminary the successfulsuccessful.successful-

conclusion

succe-

ssful
successful.-

conclusion

succe-

ssful
successful.-

conclusion

succe-

ssful
.

conclusion 01of operations in NORTHNOHr.PHNOHrPH. AFRICA and their extension acrossacross-

STCIU

cros-

sest
acrossS-

ICILY.

acrost-

ically

across-

SICILY.

acros-

ticallySTCIUSICILY.SICILY.STACIESICILY.toSicily. to the ITALIANIT.ITIi._ , LI.ANLIANLAIN. mainland.mainland. Ni;,VithWithVietth the Mediterranean "flankflank"l'lank.ttllanktt"flank-lank"flankfreedflankfreedfanfare"" ' .-*" freodfreedfredfreod-

for

Redf-

ord

freed-

for

freefo-

rm

freed-

for

freefo-

rmfor Allied shippingshippinC , and with the necessarynecassary, special equipment built oror-

in

Mo-

rin

or-

in

Mo-

rin

or-

in

Mo-

rinin s LentiChtfightLich the Allies were at last in aa.. positionposiposit t10n to prepare for the finalfinal-

cross

fina-

glers

final-

cross

fina-

glers

final-

cross

fina-

glerscross - Channel assaultassaasa lt which had been agreed uyonuponyonu on since April 19ii2.19ii21942.19421912.1912. (1)1(1)-

Postponements

1P-

ostponements

(1)-

Postponements

1P-

ostponements

(1)-

Postponements

1P-

ostponements

( )

Postponements of this invasion had commenced in 19li219h219 2 when the Allies ,

notablynotably-nnotablythenotablytablltall- the AmericansI'ricrlcarlsIricrlcarlstiiriericansCircularsTrinitarians' wA.ndndand. BritishBritishiBriBrieti8hi, felt'faitfait.' al t that an adequatendOllunteadorrjuateundilutedadorer force was notnot'not-

'available

not-

available

not-

'available

not-

available

not-

available

'

available , in addition to an inability to properly mount the force forfor-

seaborne

fre-

eborn
for-

seaborne

fre-

eborn
for-

seaborne

fre-

eborn
11-

r

_ . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . ." " " ' ' ' ' ' ' - ' ' ' ' '' ' '' - ' '
.

- - " "seaborneDearborn movement.movementmovement-

.With

movem-

ent

movement-

.With

movem-

ent

. . ' " . . . , . ' . .
I_ .

With the recent successesS11ccesses in the Mediterranean and with the successSUCC8SS-SUCC8SSsuccess-success-

ful

SUCC8S-

Sful

success-

ful

¬-
(

fulfoul build-upbuildup- oiof troops and equipment the Joint Chiefs of StaffStaftTaft selectedselected-

the

select-

ed
,
Z

.

..

the spring ofI9hh19441941 as the time to produce the all-outallout- effort.effort. (2)2( )
\ ,

.jj. ;

f
1 :

(1)1( ) A-lAlA-II- , p.p. VIIIVIII-
AI

M
"LL"

(2)2( ) A-lAlA-IIA-11- , p.p. 3 , U4, 5
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attack onan a 71,00010007,0007000, 000 yard stretch of beach to be known as MOMAHA.MOMAHAffOMAHA.ffOMAHA"OMAHA.OMAHAforma" . . " (SeeSee-

Map
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See-

Map
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Map A ) The mission of the First US Army securing initial beachheadsbeachheads-

was

beachhe-

ads

'bases.'jY,
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was to capture CHERBOURG and the BRITTANY ports as supply basesbases.bases-

.Captureof
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CaptureCaptureofCapture'ofof'*

of thesethes supply ports being essential since it was ultimatelyultimately-
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intended
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intended, ntendedintended to supplysupplrsuppler: all UNITEDUrITEDBuried! STATES forces engaged in EUROPEEtJROfERetroflex directlydirectlyf-

rom

direc-
tlyfrom rortsf'ort.sfortsportsrots' . in the UNITED STAThS.STAThSSTATES.STATESSTATSSTl1.STl1 . Tr.JS.TrJSTars. . (6)6(6)-
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In the general operationaloperatipnaloperatioperatic al area , intelligenceintelligence'intelligence-sourcesintelligencesources'- sources placed thethe-

total
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total

the-

total

tee-

total

the-

total

tee-

totaltotal number of enemy troops in excess of 7515,000.15000.1500075,000.75000.75000> ,000.000.000, . (See Map A ) (7)7(1)1(7)-
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ed

assort-
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assor-

td
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edod(:d Corps and groundgr und forceo! .

troopstroops.*. In addition to these theretherewerethereforevrere'werewere-werereared'wer-

eapproximately

were-

approximately
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eapproximately

were-

approximatelyapproximately 10,00010000, organizationo .ganlzatiganlzatigalactic
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quality
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quality
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to-

fight
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: :; ; ::1,0001000,' per squares kilometerskilometers.*. These stakes. merewere normallyJ.lyJlyJuly. wiredwiredd togethertogether"together"-

and

together-

and

togeth-
er

. 1'1' *." I|
. . . .

-

.
. t!

andMd'Md '

booby1booby"boobybooby"trappedboobytrappedbootstrapped"

trapped
.

witji.1'dt.1dt1dtwittiwitwittier' ninesD1ne.D1nemines. andmi shells.shells8hel . One Corps alone erected.otedoteddotede . overoverO-

OJOOO.

ti
tti|

- 90000,00000000OOJOOO.OOJOOO,000.000,. (9)9(( ) BehindBehind'', this line , fifty to two hundred milesm.UesmUesmules. from.from. thethe-

coast

th-
eca

the-

coast

th-
eca

tISI-

coast

C-

oast
w

t,ItIi
,icoast , were the mobile reserves.reservesrese.rves.. . Key to the German schemecheme$ ofot defensedefense-

was

defen-
se

etePete e
- ;

.

was dependentdepdeep dent upon the rapid counterattackcounterat.taokcounterattaok. commitmentcomndtment of reserves.reserves. (10)10(10-

)It

10-

It

( lQ,o ) "

'
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It was accepted that every unit would have a definitede.t'inidetinidentin. ' te antiairborneantiairbox'neantiairboxneantiwarantiairborne-

plan

antiairbox'ne-

plan

antiairboxne-

plan

' \!'ff'-

fwas

f-

was

w-

as
'

plan .- withi4h'pi4hp,' perooMel-perooMelpersonne-1personne1peritonealpersonnelrsonftlsoftlyrsonftlde&igaatedan4rsonftldeigaatedan4perooMeldes.ig&&teperooMeldesigtepersonne1de&igaatedpersonne1deigaatedpromenades®- - -, -de&ig-aated--an4-de&igdeigaatedan4de&igaatedan4gdeigaatedan4gdeignabateddes.ig&&tedesigte-de&igaatedde&igaateddeigaateddespitedenigrated&. && . -, 'andc'andcand.and-' -. '' "' ' teto "t\"tt'trxwtrxwtrw"' ' , . . -1"-1"1". ". -', . " . . ' ' ' . ."' ' *, : - $>g 3p'riate3priate"p'riapriaep'riaepriaprimaemporia "tattisporta-tion-"tattisportatattisportation"tattisportation5tattisportation5"tattisportation1"tattisportation1"tortatientortatienantidotalionportative!&\ ,\ortatienortatienartattienhortativerotation\ + - ,: ', -'8.nJS'8.nJS8nJSam& 5 -'.
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ii-

and

v-

iand
II-

and
V-

iandand equipment , allotted and held in readiness.readinessreadiness.NO-

K&A.NDY

readinessN-

OKANDY

readi-
ness

readiness.N-

Om

readin-
ess

readiness.NO-

RMANDY

readi-
ness

.

NOK&A.NDYNOKANDYNORMANDYNOm& UDYJUDY. Y is known as a hedgerowhe gerowgrow country and consists of countlesscountless-

small

countlessm-

Yla1.1

countlessm-

Yla11

countless-

smallsmallmYla1.1mYla11. fiefjelrlsfieldsfellsVisAvis averagingsreragingseagoing\% ' r .ee. 1g in slz.eslzesj.z.esjzesize. . 22500 X 500 yardsrards.rardswards.wardsramrods; *. In mostlost!] cases thesethese-

fields

cheste-

rfields

these-

fields

cheste-

rfields

these-

fields

cheste-

rfieldsfields are completely surrounded by hedgerows.hedgerows. Hedgerows are moundsmounds-

of

moun-

dsof earth about 3J to 5$ feet in height andand.. at the top approximately 33-

feet

3-

feet

3-

feetfeet thick uj-.onuj.onuj.onujonjonu:0nu0n}
-
:.. which heavy vegetation and small trees grow.grow... As a resultresult-

of

resu-
ltof this , in manypunyrn[ ny cases it is impossible to see from one field to anotheranother.another.-

The'

another-

The

anoth-
er

another.-

The'

another-

The

anoth-
er

*.

The--penThepenThe'PenJThePenJHempenThe'The-' 'pp-Pen-JPenJ-' n'lI.5nlI.5nlI5-±' n,5-iian,5n5iiani-ilaniilaiaGila,( ,. --, llala of NORMANDYN0H.MAHD'YN0H.MAHDYN0HMAHDYNOINO . NANJ'YNANJYMANY
' isis-"comparativelycomparativelyisCOmparativelyincorporativeis''comiscomCisco'- "'' ' .rativelyrativelyreactively. level the highest elevationlevationlavationelevation-

approximately

fa"\fa"fafa"IfaIfailfa"-

approximately

faa-

pproximately

'Ul"Ul' "*" * '
\

s,
jj-

approximately
a-

pproximately
I1

approximately two hundred meters.metersmeters.-

The

mete-

rs
. ii-

The

l-

ithe

, . " . " . .,, - - " , :.

.JJ.The weather at this season of the year provedproproveded long hours of daylight.daylightdaylight.-

The

daylig-

ht
.

The niniChtnightnicheht being only aboutabol1t 551% hours in length ( from 2300 hours to 013004300130-

hours

0430-

hours

0430-

hours

*

hours ) . There are no seasonal rains ; the months of June and SeptemberSeptSeptembe-

rgenerally

Septe-
mber

mberambermber-

gene

Ber-

gen
f)
t

generallygene ally haveh ve looslOGDlossloslOG rain, than at anyinyinky other timetim
. .
of

.( theth year.yearyyear.4eayear4ea! .
. . .

'-Sea-4ea4eaea.rogearogaeroea.rog-

may

fearso-

mely

;
.

".CogCog. ogog-

may

do-

gma

'tt'-

tmay

t-

may

m-

ay

'

may occur at any hour anya season.season. River valleys and coastal areas areare-

T

car-

et

are-

I

ar-
e
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>., is 60 dfifirees.dfifireesde.greesedegreesedegrees.degreesfifties. . (11)11((11)-
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TIETlIEVIELie REGIMENTALGrMENTALGarmentRJ : MISSION AND PUNPIANPLANPAINPUN-

With

Pu-
ndit

PIAN-

Wi

Piani-

sm

PLA-

NWith

Pla-

netWithWi th a sufficient background9.ckground9ckground. knowledgeknowledze of Firstj4"irstj4irst;
" ArmyArrrw planspIMa and desiresdesires-

tr.c

desir-
es

,

thetr.ctrcterc!:. 02d322d2d Airborne DivisionDivisivrlDivisively outlinedouUined itsitsmissionintermission"missionmission-mission"- as follows :
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"ToToJ'ToJToJoa"' To landlaM'laM ' astride the MERDERET'RDERETRDERETMURDERERREGRET1I RIVER and tot ' .11 _ 'MM' __
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. . .

o seize.esueesuesgizeensuesize. . _alBa2( .. ? andand-

secure

da-

nseur

and-

secure

da-

nseur
.. . , , , .. _ . _ -iii-

secure

i-

nsecure

. . . ... . . '__ , . '_ '
_ . .ww ' " '

.
" '

secure the generalg neralneural area NEUVILL2NEUVILLENEVILLENEUVINEVI AU PUINPLAINPIN - STE.STES'l'B.SlBST&STSESlab' '&. MEREE..EQLEEQLEEL. EOZJ3&EOZJ3IGLJSEVIGILS. & -_ ii

i
CHEFTCREFTHEFTCRAFT DU POKTPONTPOT - ETIENVILUEETIENVILLEEXTENSILE - AMFRE7ILLE.AMFRE7ILLEAMFHEVILLE.AMFHEVILLEAD VILIE.VILIEVILE. In Mditlonr1ditionrdditionMiltonradiation , it imwas toto-

destroy

o-

ddest
to-

destroy

o-

ddest
b )

'II'destroyd&stroydstroy& thethe"thi'thithin' " crossingsorossings overover the DOUVEDOMEDOVE RIVER and be prepared toto-

advance

T-

orrance

to-

advance

T-

orrance

,

'tt' "

advance to the west on VII Corps Order.Order. (Seeee Map B ) kk-

d&stroy

k-

dstroy

d-

estroy

. ,y
<(

,r'r'
AeAs one of theth assault regiments of the 82d DivisionDivisDivvies iQnin , the 508th508th-

parachute

508th-

Parachute

"

,i

:11: :'parachute Infantry Regimental Combat Team , was ordered on D minusminus-

.JM

min-

us
minu-

sIlaay

mai-
nstay

)00)

, .
, . . - ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . '" ' ' . . . , '. - - . . . . . . .. .- , . . . " .- . . -.j.j- . . ..j-

'I

j-

I" 'II'-

IETL1NVILLE.

I-

ETL1NVILLE

'

, . . . . .,.l.l. . ..JMJM..JMtelzM.n"'O..1.andnO1and.n"n.IlaayInlay". ? -te-lzMtelzM-'O..1.andO1.and'O..1.andO1andlM- ';' -.. ..anElanElangel 'tJTtJTlyITT' ' '° - t"i'C2tiC2" . 'effitieeffete'.1t1t.,ite, ' 'tt'dosdos' to;
' '

( Y"Y S izesize Mt

. . , . -" .... ... . .. . ... . , ,, . .,. . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . << . . . . . 'y-s'yys'Prrrr.rPrrrrr : (1)1) Seize and destroy thethe-

crossings

che-

ckrowing\,crossings of the DOUVEDUUVEDOVEDUVETDO RIVFRRIVERRIFER , at BEUZEVILIBEUZEVILLEBELLEVILLE - IALA BASTIBASICBASTIJLEBASTILLE andand-

ETP

ad-

ept
and-

ET.L7ILLS.

and-

ETL7ILLSETPETETL1NVILLE.ETL1NVILLEET.L7ILLS.ETL7ILLS.ETL7ILLS. NVILLE.NVILLENEVILLE. (2)2( ) Seize , organize and defend the general areaareaR-

ENOUE

ar-
rear

areaR-

ENOUE

ar-
rear

areaE-

NDUE

bare-

handedRENOUEENDUERENO - ETIENVILlh.ETIENVILlhETIENVIlLETIENVILLE.ETIENVILLERetrievalEXTENSILE!!: . . (3)3( ) AssembleAsseJllbleAssailableAssembleoheAssemble'- one'One-oheohehe battalion without delaydelay-

in

delayi-

ngin vicinity of QUETTEVILLEGUETTEVILLE as ForceForc
.

A reserve.reservereseJVe; ., . ._(ForceFor.ce..AForceAForce.
. . . A oonsistedo021s1s'ted'o021s1sted'oonsiated.oonsiatedconsistedonsiteoonsisted-

of

o021s1s'ted-

'of

o021s1sted-

of

'oonsiated.-

of

oonsiated-

of

consiste-

d
constipat-

ed

'
' '.

of allalll parachute elements of the 82d Airborne Division committedcommitted-

before

comm-
itted

committed-

before

comm-
itted

committed-

before

comm-
ittedbefore dawn of D-DayDDay- ; Force BH , glider elements committed beforebefore-

and

beforeh-

and

before-

and

beforeh-

and

before-

and

beforeh-

andand after dawn of D-DayDDay- and Force C to be committed by sea to landland-

between

lad-
ybeetle

land-

between

lad-
ybeetle

land-

between

lad-
ybeetlebetween D plus 2 and D plus 7)71)1) . (4)4( k ) Clear and secure the re-rerei-

m

re-

in

re-

gimenta.l

re-

gimental

re-

gimental

-
gimenta.lgimentalbimetalim ntalentail. sectorsrectorrector and maintainmaintaln aggressivegg essiveBessie patrollingpatrpart lling'tollingtolingo' to the limitslimits-

of
limi-

tsof that sector.sector. (5)5( ) Be prepared on Division Order , to advanceadvance-

to

advan-
ceto the west of the line of the DOUVEDOVE RIVER.RIVERHIVElt.HIVEltItIVtR.ItIVtRHiveHittite. (12)12( ) (See.eeee. Map B )

The 508th Parachute Regiment Combat Team consisted ofjofo a: 508th508th-

Parachute

508th-

Parachute

508th-

ParachuteParachute Infantry ( less seaborneDearbornseabosabot e.ded., detachmentsta hmenhymen ) , CouCoCoup anypany.panypankya71Y.Ba71YBpany.Bpanky
.
B, 3Q7th3Q7th.Air-3Q7th.Air307th-Air-307thAir3Q7th.Air-

borne

3Q7thAir-

borne

307thAir-

borne

.- AirAir-

borne

¬- -

.

borne Engineer Battalion less one platoon, attached upon landing to Force
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t
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place-

guns
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t I
guns at predeterminedpre-determinedpredetermined- positionspo.itions.poitionspositions.. ,. (11(1)1(11)11(11)-
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"THE"THE'THE""THE"BATTALIONTHEBATTALIONTEARSTAIN
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THE
"

BATTALION3A'TTALl3ATTALl
' "puipuipi"

FUNPLAN{ CFOF ATTACKATTGATTATT(5"{
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The Battalion Commander realizing thattl t his mission was complexcomplex-

divided

compl-

exities

complex-

divided

compl-

exities

'If.If'If-

.'t

I-

ft

G-

ift

'

f

.

't\'tt'-

tdivided
t-

divided
d-

ivided
' \

divided it into two phases I, phase one , destruction of-theoftheoftheoftenof'of' .thethe-the-. two bridgesbridges.bridges-

over

bridges.-

over

brid-
ges

.' ]
'!

over the DOUVEDOVE RIVERRIVF.cRRIVFcRRifer. to prevent the enemyeneD\YeneDYdenned\ from reinforcing his coastalcoastal-

defenses

coa-
stal

coastal-

defenses

coa-
stal

r

. . . . . . .. .. . " .. . , . . . ., .,
. .

. . .
.

. . .

'
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defenses and phase two , mopping-upmoppingupmopping.-upmopping.--..;- the regimentalregimen l area and revertingreverting-

to

revertin-
gto regimental reserve.reserveresereset e.e. To accomplish phase one the plan of attack waswas-

as

was-

ps

was-

as

was-

ps

was-

as

was-

psas follows :

. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .-_ ._ . . CompanyreinforcedCompany-Companyompany.--E.ompany.E..Company'.' -- - , -. . .reinforcedW rcedarced withwil itt:: . a platoonplatooF.platooF: . of engineersengineer.s". ," a raachinemaohinemachineRacinemachinegmmachinegan.gun.gun-gmgm-,.'Egan. gan-
Tf

gau-
nt

. . , .

. . - - . . . . . . . ,_ " "_ " . , . _- _ . would-moviewouldmovie-. . . J iiriiVju.VjuVu
Tf*

.

*
- . .. ,_ . ._ . . . . . . . . " . . . . . . _ . . .. . . - . ." . . .

.sectionsection. J t on,,; ande.e. a"a aa"demdemdeemdemolitionlitllittlelitlilittlishsquad< \ii\ d.-Wod.Wowouldfa..movefamoveammomove fcaevcafe" andn .r8.ttir8.ttir8tti. attackattackE-

TIENVILLE

. k.k
ETIENVILLEETIENVIJ.JETIENVIJJEXTENSILE.

: and destroy the bridge over the DOUVEDOVE RIVER.RIVERRIVE-

R.Reinforced

RIVER-

.Reinf

RIVE-

R.Reinforced

.

'*ReinforcedReinfRein l'celcelace' withlthlath aJ, platoonplaloA1plaplan Won:, ( ofuI engineersenBineers , a machine gun sectionsection-

and

section-

edand aa.., demolition squadaqu.ad.aquadquad. . Company F would'Would' move south and destroydestroy-

the

destr-
oy

destroy-

the

destr-
oythe bridge over the DOUVEDOmDOWDOVE RIVER at BEUZEVILLEBELLEVILLEBEUZBENZ "VILLEVILLEVILE

"

ULA BASTILLE ;: TheTh-

ethird

Tet-

chier

Th-

ethird

Tet-

chier

Th-

ethird

Tet-

chierthird company off the battalion , Company D , would be in support ,

to reinforcereD1force the attack of either E or F Companies with prioritypriority-

to

priorit-
yto Company E.EE-

.Headquarters

E-

.Headquarters

E-

.Headquarters

.

Headquarters Company mortars would support the attack companiescompanies-

by

compani-

es
/

.
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ump

h'h' ' "bybyfire1romfirer-frumfirerfrum'fire"frumfirefrum-fire-1romfire1romfairerforumfreeform vicinityw'tt-inityw'ttwttinitywattunityv'1v1 - it1i.t"Yit1i.tYit1itY. , ofuf thr'DfOp"ZonthrDfOpZonr'DrOTr'Zon'rDrOTrZonredrootthL is..IfisIfnisi) ariHari .,,
UponUpo completion of phase 1 , the engineerhngi.nhnginhanging;

. er: CompanyCQmpany.CQmpanyComany.ComanyCQmpany..t.Company)
. (- )

:
andPndPond?-.t..t.-

" . .
thethe-

Demolition

the-

Demolition

. . . :
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. . . .

DemolitionDemolit.t'JUDemolittJUEmollient.
;: ' SectionStfSt t10n would'Would' revert'revert'X"X' " vertavert to regimentalregimontal control.control. ToTo-

accomplish
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obacco

To-

accomplish
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obacco

To-

accomplish
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obaccoaccomplish phase III the 2d Battalion wuuldwouldw u1d dispose itsitaKita forcesforces-

as

forc-
esas follows :

Company F would pull back and seize PICAUVILLJBPICAUVILLEPICCALILLI which hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen by-passedbypassed- and would establish a road block south
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. Therho.rhoThe--hoTheBattThreat. BattalionBattalion.BattalionBattBatty alionlion ._ H(-f) u regimentregimentale BwnUl'WerveBwnUlWervei reserve.ee. n; ;# "

'wowo'

would"wouldwould"occupy'wouldoccupywoulda'a"'" occupy'occupyoccupy'-

and

occupy-

and

occup-

ant

occupyC up ' !' " -- '

.

and defenddetem1 HILL 30 and conduct mopplng-upmopplngupmopping-upmopping1IIOpp -"-' operationsoperatianaoperationaloperations-

in

operatio-

ns

!

j

in the .
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,regimental areaarea.area.-
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On

MINJJS-

On

Min-

us
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On 1I June , the $08th08th508th$ Parachute Infantry Regiment,, less base andand-

seaborne

end-

eavored

and-

seaborne

end-

eavoredseaborneDearborn echelons moved from its base camp location at WALUTOKWALIATOWWALNUTALIT PARK ,
. . . . . - . .-- . . _ " .V.V. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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. . -. . 4.ftft.

S
4-

K1X"

4-

K1X

;.

. ._ ; :, .
.

'MM'K1X"K1X: \: " :
.

.

' . , ..r:--\ :

.

bjHGacE.b1.lbb1.lbb1lbbar

.

in d&ar&ircdarircDoricdiirdir& xki& crafcrafti5t ,'
:whrheai1.Mi1M,

.

'cc' awxaw ?
: a itii.iiiiii. lr; xc7i4t.7i4ta t . firs'firs'.,f'N.4nd'ihfN.4ndihfN4ndih'! : .

. ' '"':..eriaeriaErica. ''r1'1' nj.ghtnjghtnight. - : '
. :

-:M': "
.

. :
.
:-'W :

". ::: . . ._ . . . . : r-;:._ . . . .._._._ . :.
-11-|1-

fighter

- -
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were encountered.encountered. This firsttiratirate taste of fireUreCure lookedlooked.looked-

.like

look-

ed
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like
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like a Fourth of July celebration.celebration. By theth time the area of the dropdrop-
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zoneszones waswwas ' reachedreach'dd' the'the"the-"thethe"theaircrafttheaircrafthepatica'" ,- aircraftircraft were well scatteredsoatteredspattered and were flyingfiying a"tata-tatat-
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techeses
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thin

ba-
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jumping.jumping. (25)25(25)-

Despite

25-

Despite
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Despite the fact that the majority of aircraft did not see anyaqyayany-

marked

an-

ymore

.

marked drop zonesmesAmesz , when what was thought to be the drop zone was reachedreached-

the

reach-

ed

r a'a'

<:hedheedhed-

the

whe-

ther
. . , . . .

the green light "go"gogo"it" " signal was given and the BattalionBatt.aJ.ionBattaJion. . landedlanded'irlandedirlanded' ininF-

RANCE

in-

ferenceFRANCEFRANCE'FRANCE
'

betweenbetween 0208 and 0220 hourshouhour s 6 June llUu1944.1944luau°-UuUu- . (26)26(26)-

The

26-

The

(26)-

The

26-

The

( )

The 2d BattalionttalionstallionB , o3th50Bth 'ParPar'parachutechute Infantry , reinforced , now facedfaced-

the

facet-

ed

faced-

the

facet-

edthe uKxstauksml , .) t difficultJif'ficulJifficul' t accomplishmenta.ccomplishment. a parachute unit encounters - aa-

night

n-

ight

a-

night

n-

ightnight assembly.assemblya.ssembly.. . Fairly heavy small arms fire on the groundground"," the disd1s.d1sdaisdis-

persion

...

persionperson ofqf.qfpgrjonnelqf.onnelproneonnelone resulting from the aircraft breaking formationformation-

'prior

formatio-

nprior

forma-
tion

.
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'''- ' ' ' ' " - ' ....-'prior'priorpriorprior l/oloto/ reachingr 'chingchingaching the drop 'iizoneooeoboe "ppplus thethe'thethe'itheitheirinabilityabilftyabilityi to see becauseb ifs.ifs
* - ofof-

the

of-

ten

f

the hedgerows made a proper reorganisationreorganiationreorganization; impossible.impossibleimpossible.-

Kany

impossible.-

Many

impossi-

ble

.

KanyManyAny men upon landing found that because ofof"" the tremendous quantityquantity-

oi

quantity-

of

quantit-

yoiof equipment carried in the pockets of the jump suit and on the person ,
, ' " '

that it required as much as 10 to l15 minutes to remove the parachuteparaohuteparachute-

harness

parac-
huteharness ( the parachutee harnessharnearnes att thist timet wass not provided with a quickO

'
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. . . ' " , . . . . releaserelearelearndevicec.devicec.c.

) .* This proved fatal to many jumpersjUf.'PersjUfPers.' who landedlal1 : id, ,
fr&JfehgL.frJfehgL1A..tJli1A.tJli1AtJlifr&Jfehg-

L.inundated

frJfehg-

Linundated

&. , ... : . . . . . . . . ,

inundatedinunc1a ted waters borderingbordel"1ngbordel1ng" tliethelie dr'jpdrjpdl"J'JdlJJdripdl" ' }
' zone and those who landed too nearnear-

German

ne-
arer

near-

German

ne-
arerGerman positions.positions. Little or no equipment was recoveredreoOreo overedcovered from the contain-containcontain-

frsukftlclon

cont-

ainers
containu-
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contai-

n

-
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, etc.etc. " due to enemyenanynannyenem-

yresistance
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the and becausebecaubeau much of the . hadhad. . landedlanded-

in

lande-

d
resistance on drop zone e the1equipmentjipment.jipmentJaime\11\ ;

in the MURDERETMURDERER andanianis DOUVEDOtNEDOVEDONE RIVERS.RIVERS., (See Map B ) The Battalion waswu divided

(22(25)25( ) A-6A6- , p.p. 17 , 18l8J; PersonalPersCIlalPersia knowledgelmowledgelolled
(26)26( ) Personal knowledge
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to
IsiIsis

into " smallSElls=21 ". . ' ) , eache&'chechZecheachof'trhidieachoftrhidie&'chof"wlechofwleachof1hchow& ' -of-'trhidiof'trhiditrhiditriadic-of"-wlof"ofwl-of-1h1h-- -" '- ! 'chchrcharch: ' began .t'C'1'.tC1tC1.to-fighttofight' ' '-flghtflght1flight: -11-ii-iter-irayiterirayta'-way'ta'taway'waybiterrayta '-°- rr iytdepeftd-iytdepeftdifldep8lndepernd-ndeperndayndeperndinterpreteddependasyndetonay-ay'- iytdepeft-

dently

ndepern-

dently

depend-

ently

-.- imanymaro"maromacro groups'g1)oapSjg1oapSj.groups ,,
,

. . . ,
,

. . . , , . . , . . . . . . . . . . , . , . . .
.

,)

I

entlygently to its objective , leaving dead Germans , wrecked GermanJerman( vehiclesvebiclevehiclevehicles-

Because

vehi-
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j
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I

and d .tttt tefrioguTerriQ U-UU-

Because

B-

ecause

?.,). .. .. . ,.. _. . . . . ..fiqmmaffifiqmmaffi5C&tad5Ctad ) ,
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_
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"

BecauseB6causBecausewofBecause'ofofwofwoofof the manym nY"nY small
_i 'gggroupsups "that'thatthat thetl; 2d2d Battalion , 5108th508th5108t-

hParachute

508th-

Parachute

;08th08th-

ParachuteParachute Infantry was divided into , it is impossible in the space propro-pro-

vided

pro-

vided

pro-

vided

¬- 141-

4Lllx.

1-

4Lllx

'"

vided to covercovel"covelcove" thehe actions ofof'' each group.group. It will bee .ooour objectiveobjective-

to

objecti-
ve

bj.bj !. . ._ . . . _ . . ,

to take thfcthtthuthcthatthou: ' HargestargEfstlargest Elementlement.lement"element.Clement"
. comprisingeoieosin rising the majority ofor 2d BattalionBattalion-

personnel

Batt-
alion

Battalion-

personnel

Batt-
alion

Battalion-

personnel

Batt-
alionpersonnel and followtollowtallow its action for the first five days.daysdays-

.Lieutenant

days-

.Lieutenant

days-

.Lieutenant

.

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas BB.B*. ShanleyStanley , Battalion CommanderCOJmnander , landedlanded-

on

lande-

don the Regimental Drop Zone at approximately 0210 hours on D-DayDDay- andand-

with

band-

width

and-

with

band-

width

and-

with

band-

widthwith a small group of men (1515( lil > - 20)20) moved to a
,

positionposiposit ion northnort ofof-

PICAUVILLE

oof-

PICAUVILIE

. .

PICAUVILLECAUVILIEPICAUVILIEPICCALILLICAVILEDl? and establishedsta'qli.dstaqlidstolidsta'qli.staqliStalin'
.

d the battalion assemblyass blyably areaarea.*. (See Map C )

This waswnsawns accomplished by tying a signal light in the top of a convenientconvenient-

tree

convenient-

tree.

conveni-

enttreetree.,. (Note because of the hedgerows surrounding: the small fields inin-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chis

in-

this

lit-

chisthis section it was impossible to see the light when more than a shortshort-

distance

sho-

rtlist
short-

dist.

shor-

tlist

short-

di.sta.

shor-

tlistdistancedist.distdi.sta.distadistal. , . .L.L. ..=e from): itit.it,. ) By
.

morning apapqrgApr1i.rQ..J&i1irQ.Ji1irQJi. oj.. & tmatejy.mateLymateLymateMattel. J3.f.UJ3f.UJ3fU, . ., fifty.
: :

.
: Y men representingrepresenting-

pev""a

representin-

gpeva

representings-

ewr.ra

represen-

ting
. ._ - ' . . . . . . . ' , - . " .

pev""apevasewr-.rasewr.raevasewerEtE'EtEPete ' y -"x.a.1.xa1.xa1.
". !). . o.rgarizatj'orgarizatjo.'t'ga.r.izaotgarizaorgar.izat3orgarizat3organizationnotarize.

' ' ., . tj r-.rar.ra'(}- , . s .ht"dhtdtd.hed..iiltoredhediiltored. h,"? ...,.J;i) , torsdtortstortore d into thistti-ttithis'-this'ticttia2s9rWlythis'e.senblythisesenbly- .' .- asssrsblya2s9rWlye.senblyesenbly. area.area. ByBr"BrB; .
". . ,thisthltt3whl, .vot..ivotivoting..vot.-

.ithe

t-1t1t1-

the

.-iaeiaiae-

the

aest-

hete

.

the area was under attack by what was estimated to be a German BattalionBattalion-

reinforced

Batt-
alion

Battalion-

reinforced

Batt-
alion

Battalion-

reinforced

Batt-
alionreinforced with tanks and artillery.artillery. Lieutenant Colonel ShanleyStanley waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot sure of his exact position on the ground and wasW8.8W88. also concernedconcerned-

about

concer-

ned
concerned-

ab

concern-

ed

concerned-

about

concer-

nedaboutab ut theth bridge crosscl"clcrossing" S ing41gKing thehe DOUVEnOUVEDONEDOVEnouveau K1V&KK1VKRlVuRVVt'Vt&' R at ETIENVILLEE'rlliNVLIEErlliNVLIEFTENSrTLIEEXTENSILEBerlinFestive' ? ! the , primaryprimro'1primro1primar-

ybattalion
pri-

mary
primro'-

1battalion

primro-

1battalion

primar-

ybattalion
pri-

mary
'"

battalion
. . .

objective.objective
. . . . , . . . . . .

.
.

He
. . . .

thereforethere
. .

ore dispatched a three-manthreeman- patrol to re-rere-
t

ren-

'
re-

n

Ore-

n

re.-

540w
re-

540w
-

" " . " n'n' " "
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:
'
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. . . .H.H. . . ... . _ ,.540w540w&..540w-
cunnoiter

540w-
cunnoiter

.ii"ii*. t> *# M
. . . . . . . . . . ". . "

.' ."

connoiterconnoi'tercunnoiterconnotecannier' to the northfteHftnerttheftinert to'to' , s8 ecuresecure this informationinformation.inform tion.tionion,. thisthi'This'thin
.' ' ' patrolp tr l'l' r'rreturned' turriTurin d "-_

in about an hour reporting thethe exact locationlooation of FECAUVILLEPECAUVILLEPECCADILLO
11-

in and that itit-

had

pit-

head

ith-

&d

it-

hd

itc-

hed

it-

had

pit-

headhadh&dhd& observed the air force with fivefive-P-51sfiveP51sPls'P-51s'PP51sPals'- P-P- ls dive bombing and destroyingdestroying-

the

destroyi-
ng " ,

. . . ... .....the bridgesbridgbridge at ETIENVILLEEXTENSILE and at BEUZEVILLEBELLEVILLE ULA.LAIA. RASTILIE.RASTILIEBASTILIE.BASTILIEBASTILLE.BASTILLEBRASILIA. iSSSAlsvAlsoAlls Ai: .
:'tt' t"t" '"'' "'".".' '. *.. . " . . . ." .. " , ', '

. , :

PICAUVILLEPICAUVIPICCALILLIPICA .
and ETIMVILLEETmNlUEETIENVILLEEmanuelEXTENSILE was strongly occupied Dyby the enemy.enemyen v .! .

(See MapJ4aJdapdamp ;> BC )

(28)28( ) Additional patrols were sent out in other directions in an attempt

(22(27)27( ? ) Personal knowledge
(28)28( ) Personal knowledge
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. .ll., locatelocate."

.o.o. ". - . personnelpqonnlervonnelpommel4r "
, andand.. ., equipmenteipmenimpend.iptniptnLipton

. : nt contaiiierstconta.ncontancontain'9 ta1P$ . , a 8.8sr., : During thisthis.thes . timet me tbfttbethetufttube . . ,:. . ,.

iai
s
II-

assembly

A-

ssembly

kk-

assembly

a-

ssemblyassemblyassetnblyabsently area forcetorcetore vaswas still engagingengag1ng the enemyenfIDYenaayEnidnay , havinghannshans sufferedsufteredrshuttered aboutabaut.abautahaut.ahautablautmahout . ._ . . . . . II-

l
M

l15 casualties among the 50-men50menS0-menS0,o-menomen-- presentpresent.pre .81).8181. ) *. ByBynoonBoyntonnoon-noon.- _of
,,'EDayEDayDayp-DaypDayP-hayhay-: radio

"!' . " '
._
".
,..R9lr1i91.R9lr1i91.R9lr1i91."
contactcorttagtcottage!***!>P>'nlicrNy.ranlicrNyraunicorn'** ' .. w_. * **++ e.0'M'wrM""ru'e.0MwrMrue0MwrMrue.0'M'wrM""ru'ye.0'M'wrM""-
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was established vrithwithwrithe a group of personnel (approxljnatelyapprox:1Jnat.alyapprox1Jnat.alyapprox1Jnatalyapproximately: . 11,0)10150)150,0)0) locatedlooatedlootedlooated-

east

bloa-
ted

located-

east

locat-

ed

'

I
'
.
"
.ItIt

east of PICAUVILLE.PICAUVILLEPICAUVILIE.PICAUVILIEPICCALILLI . Lieutenant Colonel ShanleyStanley broke contact with thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

n

the-

enemy

He-

nley

""
!

enemyn , becausebecaus of necessitynecesEJitynecesoity of .leavingleavingheaving., a..mwtecamwtec.numb.er.numbera..n.eranera..n.erofamtanger.. . . . . .ofof-of.QQ.- ! wounded menm.enroan. behindbehind-

and

behindh-

and

behind.behind.} . . . . . . . . . . _ . _ . . - - - . - .- . ...,. , . . .

and consolidated forces with the group east ofor PICAUVILLEPICCALILLI , commanded bybY'by-

Sergeant

ob-

servant

bY-

'Sergeant

bY-

Sergeant

ob-

servant

by-

Sergeant

ob-

servant

'

t

Sergeant MeLain.MeLainMcLain.McLainMelamineClaim. Later that same evening at about 1900 hours LieutenantLieutenant-

Colonel

Lieute-
nant

I

Colonel ShanleyShanley'sShanleysShahley'sShahleysStanleyHandlesHales' s force-wasforcewasforce'wasforcewasfreewaysforce-wasforcewas/,
-' joined by another group , (200200( men and officers )

which brcughtbrwghtbroughtbright the total force to approximatelya.PPl"'oxima.teaPPloximateapproximate.
"'

: .
. four hundred men.men. ThoughTboughBoughThoug-

hpredominately

Tboug-

hpredomina.tely

Thoug-

hpredominatelypredominatelypredomina.tely. 2d .BaBa
.
Battalionlion , 508th08th Parachute Infantry , this group contain-

ed

containcontain-¬-

ed personnel from almost every major airborne unit participating in thethe-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orization

the-

operation

the-

orizationoperation includinginclllding the o5thS05'thS05th505th' , 5oth507th? , and 506thSOOth508th Infantry parachute RegiRegi-RegisRegi-

ments

Regi-

menta

Reg-

iment

Regi-

ments

¬-

mentsmentaamentsmental plus personnel from the 101stlOlstlOst Airborne DivisionDivision.*. In addition toto-

individual

to-

individual

to-

individualindividual weapons there were only three LMGsAlms , one BAR , and one 6o-mm6omm60-mm606omm-

mortar

-
. . . , ,, , . . . .. . . ... . . . . . .. . . , . ... . .

. . . . . . . . .' . .' . . . . . -mortarmortar.mortar"mortar-.". tube and a minimumminilnUrtlminimurriinfinitelyminiaturist of afffiMHOTionafilaffil rl\frlf\ ft-rftr-
: 1'1iY"the11iYthe'in"in' " '"the ehlire'ntlrentlreintirerehirenitreentire' group.group. No otherother-

crewrserved

other-

and

mother-

land

crewrservedws.e"VedwseVedreassertedservedcrc Q ,_:, QrvedRaved. !" 7vwprpr..,. spon.3spon3er-1.ser1.ser1.s1s- on3(.) ' . were.were. available.availableav..a.ala\J.av..a.alaJ.av&i1aavi1a..

&. :.: 1129)129:\
. .. . . . " ---29)-29)29.- - - 29)2929.B29B29).Beeause29Beeause)] '.- . "°"BecauseBecause.BeeauseBeeauseBeaus". . c :; USe of theth 'll' lackTacit. k of antitank-

and

antita-
nk

antitank&llt1'tani.llt1tani.llt1taniantitank-antitank-antitanka-

nd

antitan-

k

&
' . . . . . . . . . . . .

and other heavy weapons and in an effort to accomplish8.ccompli8ccompliaccompliuhhaccompli. h at least part ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

.

the battalion mission Lieutenant Colonel ShanleyStanley on the night of D-DayDDayDDay-

moved

Dam-

ped
DDay-

moved

Dam-

ped
DDay-

moved

Dam-

ped
-

moved his group to HILL 30, which overlooks the Causeway on the MERDERETMURDERERMERDERE-

Tand

MERDMED FRETFRE-

Tand

Fore-

land . .and D'JUViiDJUViiD'JtJVDJtJVLl'M1'LlM1DuiHDTV' ' P.JYKKSPJYKKSPIVIV. !' H J'J, .' .a&ciaciacid. &i .jvrepared.thisjvreparedthis..jvrepared.thispocitlon:tl pa.red.paredpared.. . .tbietbiethistie;

. -poc-itlonpocitlonpockHilton-. .poa.poapa. .- :!. t.1GDt1GD. on forfJJr'for.' all ai'surierdefenseaisurierdefenseuouaddefemisrepresentsroulade._;;Llo8unu-ouaduouadquad'- -de-fedefe- \ e'e'- 'e'liseelise' ' se , .rr

and---and'- immediately
.

establishedtablishctallishe
.

a road?aq blocfc.blocfcl.cck.lcckblockbloclackblocfc.on.
.

? .,., on.onqn..theqnthentheanthemthe? ., ..thethe., .wewe.ww. vt.vtt.t. " . sid-sidsidofSid3--11-419-31-14-1931-1419Of'3id-
- %--, of(i) ! the-OHEF-theOHEFHEFTtheOHEF-

DU

thresh-

ed

the"'e.theethe-""CC"' .,.. -. -'
.

-' . . . . .
. . -. . .

.
.' . . ,; ," , .-. .. . ' . " .

.r.r. . . . ' , ' . . . " . .. . . . II-

DU

I-

DDU PONT CAUSEWAY.CAUSEWAYCAUSEMAY.CAUSEMAYCAUSCLAUS VAY.VAYAY. (30)30(3D3D( ) (See Map C )

DDPLUSPLUSPLUSLUSLUISl 11TODPLUS31TODPLUS3-

Throughout

TO D PLUG 3J3-

Throughout

J-

Throuchout

T-

hroughoutThroughoutThrouchout D plus 1 and 2 the position on HILL 30 was under almostalDlostallotalmost-

constant
al-

most
alDlos-

tconstant

galls-

tones
almost-

constant
al-

mostconstant attack , not of a coordinated effort , but more piece-mealpiecemeal- , asas-

if

ma-

ssif

as-

if

ma-

ssif

as-

if

ma-

ssifif in an effort to feel out the position to determinedeter.mine. its size andand-

strength.

ad-

sorbent

and-

strength.

ad-

sorbent

and-

strength.

ad-

sorbentstrength.strength. To prevent the enemy from realizing the #ccutecute shortage of

(29)29({ 29 )} Personal knowledgeknowledg-
ePersonal

know-ledge
knowledg-

ePersonal
know-ledge(30)30( ) O ) Personal knowledge
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Y"crewserved

Y-

crewserved

C-

aresser

;".;"-ii--

. . .. . . . . - . - - . . . . .

crew-servedcrewservedcrew-serVedcrewserVed- weaponswe ponspeons 'and--'andand'and.DandDadD'
and

-
ammunition
,-
ammunition.DD. nit1on , the three Ufite3XGo.Unfitted ,.. BAii.andBAiiandBrazilianMR.MRBAR,.; and mortarmortar-

tubes

morta-

lities

mortar-

tubes

morta-

lities

mortar-

tubes

morta-

litiestubes were passed around fromtromtromp sector to sector , firing.f:1ring.f1ringf1ring. : a few rounds toto-

veafeafelisk

to-

e,_ .. ..
:
..... ...

:
. . . , . . . -veafeafel-iskveafeafeliskdisk-veafeafeliskgaa}- . ''' & .-gaagaagaga- is &L-sfc&LLsfct..9Iirt.9Iirt9Iirsc&:. .-thofi-iswingthofiiswing&LsfcthofiiswingLsfcthofiiswinghoiswing. - -.. --ee- ;ingKing$ ,+ ...o..... .to..atoatoad.to *. . . , . aerr-positionaerrpositionerr1\eW.pcs-i1eW.pcsi1eW.pcsi\ . -", - tion.tionion. . . ReconnaiReconnai-ReconReconnai-

ssance

Reconnai-

ssance

Reconnai-

ssance
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group left HILL 30 in al column of twos at 0200 hours.hours. As previouslypreviously-
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the
' renainingrernainimgremainingrefraininghiingbuildingabuildingsbuildings-

into

buildi-
ngs
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into theth open fields where they were either cutout downdawn or escaped.escaped. AboutAbnutAbut \\{
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ventsevents proved forty-threefortythree- Germans had been killedkillod and two captured.capturedcaptcaputcaptured.-
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ed.ed. *
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fOf our men , oneon'onon-onwasJonas'-), waswa ) killed andan.d. eleven wounded.wounded. (30)30( ) ( See MapMAR CC-CC-
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)
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30 found enemy infantryinfantry.infantry.millinginfantry.
milling around a few hedgerows away , apparentlyapparently-

preparing

appar-

ently
apparently-

preparing

appar-
ently

apparently-

preparing

appar-
entlypreparing for an impending attack.attack. Upon reportingrepor.ting. this information toto-
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ote

to-

the

t-
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be-
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be-
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direct-

effective
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o I.'jr'IjrIra.
'

, ..;rolj/roljroilrolj"aiCeiroljaiCeiRomaic' cay/ "aiCei-"aiCeiaiCeiAlice"aiCeittfisaiCeittfisacetifies" rC 'L'L' -' " ttfisatticsttitic ti aictlOiit'ct1t11"tct1t11Caitlin'
!

"

GcricM2(, G'ltrl1ttt".1t&Gltrl1ttt.1tGltrl1ttt1t' 3r'litii3rlitii" '. ; & qnty.ttt.rytttrntqntvqt.
.! -vv-f, " (hsuLiaBndfcxff-OfiffiwehsuLiaBndfcxffOfiffiweOilfieldhsuLiaBndfcxffOfiffiwe-

OJJth

' .IiliiKmIiliiKmWilliam. ;f14 - &MiMi& 'eJPeJPEPA' ! ;"' ' ' ' ' ' ' ''*'''' '*'' '<'' MM-< t. ioj'ojoj-

'j

o-

jj

' .. . ... ... "' _ . . ,

:W;) OJJth() /jj/ Lh ParachuteParachllParchParachParch te,e Infantryrnfahtry ReglRegRegalGregRegiMentBiitBittxttext ,9'9
' "" 'with'fl'ltifllti'ffithffithfellatiofilth' approsdmatelyapproxitaateiy-two'approxitaateiytwo'twoapproximately1p r ximateiy"-bvo"ximateiy"ximateiybvo"bvoimmaturitybo: "-"t/o"tto"- */ "' hundredmmdrtsdimmersedh=druddruid wenJi'lenJilenmenKilleen' andand-

officers

da-

ndifies

and-

offlcers

wa-

ndflower

and-

officers

da-

ndifiesofficersofflcers joined the position on HILL 30.30. (32)32(32)-

D

32-

D

( )

D PLUSPLUPL U4 TO D 1LUSFLUShLUSLUISFLU 55-

On

5-

OIl

5-

OnOnOIl Dit 'pb1Bpb1Bplus' pi as, .' hItu thet.-het.hethe90th..
- path,90.th.90th.90th-90th,- . .- Zn:;rnf.nfnfrn. . n.nteynnteyinnately.'ww'' ry'ry3'3' ' "' Divisioni.i3'Ioi.i3Ioii3IoD : .vdaionvainvdaionpushed, ' ; ; } pushed--pushed-'- '-'puahpuahpush'pushedwestpushedd'd'-' westWGGtGigot towardtwardtwardm'lE.NVIT.r.7'twardmlENVITr7.- ETIENVILLi-m'-lE.NVI-T.r.7'mlENVITr.7m'mlE.NVIT.r.7'Tr7lenis- "TT" '- .NVILLNEVILLE- . .::' e.e*. . . . . . . . . . .

This secured the area aroundarouru.larourulArmour. HILL 30 and allowed the entire 508th508th-

Parachute

,08thoathoath-

Parachute

*

i\
I

Parachute Infantry, Regiment a badly needed period for reorganization.reorganization. For ,

.11\.
' " .

. .

. .
:
....

. - ' . .
.:: .

. .. . . . . . . . ;:: . . ... . .. __ . . .. . . , . ,' ' .. . . . . . . , . .. . . . . . .. .. , . .. .------t.t.. . . ... . .. .. .:i..

' " -_ . . . . ,. . . :. . . . .. . . . . . . .. .

-.:. . . '.". .. . .(\
I-I.3-fl.3fl.3flJ.uJu. .h1h1-. y'y),:' . . . . . . . ,?Nttet..Q.t..GtQtGtotetat*.. . .. wntwantn.tnt. Jay:

:

Y'Y-.Ap't'ur.Ap't'urApturY'.Ap't'urYApturCapture' -
.Cdptaln-liilleapfrCdptalnliilleapfrCapitalLillie" ' '(:[J - i1J.ce.ps.i1Jceps.i1Jceps. . ., Jtmc'ut-LC'ututLCTm' - " 3r1: Q.Q

,l.l.
'.? 7;7f&rjK7frjK' : ' = -f&rjKf&rjKfrjKfork-PP- & l'1fl1f' ()( 'dd' l:' 't.ttt'

-
. aQw&5goaQw5go(- " &idge---idgemidgeidge'J-

:

>.
'r- '

"
>''r'r''-: ' ''XTXT'.

' '--' '': ' -
%.

' fc.fc. . . . "-" , '
""
:
'"
.": . TTVTTV-.. -' "-VTVT--

"
-
" *'JJ'

.gLgL(31)31(
}

) )Personal:;; ; t knowledge5knowledge; :; : ; iA-6A6A--OO
A-6A6--' :

, p.p:
. 2ii24

. q.q. , .
i
;

.. - -- ,q"q" .. . ,.J2)J2(32)32( ) Personal. .
knowledge ;

.

-- , p.ppe. 225$
.

_ . .

i-ii-
Bv

i-

v
-

.

" > < * \
*
t't<, .' ' _:.-

*
., .

*
.
"
. . ":."/iAiA/\. L " VrtVt

.\ n "h:- 'arr.arrBarr.rflfl"'. .. *. AM_. ..-_' MAM( .>.rya1.
>*.|. "Bvrt4' fyaffljuayy1

..,... X"X..... ". Ca( *bfltibaffling JK .uu*.<[R'R' U.MSLWAL.V.S'1CMSLWALV.S1CMSLWALVS1C. % UIMIUI-vnxaxtMmtuuvnxaxtMmtuuUIMIvnxaxtMmtuu"'''III.III' .-_. .::II . ' 11R11:4)k1.N11R114k1.N11R114k1N'''-.IIIt.A.IIIt.A-: ) v'._i.iMHAsd6wSl.sd6wSlHA.. . . . >

_
i a , >..inamu.inamuimam. . now.now. j...>.. , . ..-nn'f1'fIfI.f1fIfI.f1fIfI-' ' iarliar615"615. .. , 'JT" . "/H"I1II1I17W"17Wm" 'MIr'i'4".r'\MIri4.r'MIr'i'4".r'MIri4rMA'dfMAdfMAd' Bf' Ieern'SKIeernSKBiers' ' iii"" , ' rtvtv. ' \: ' VK/XVKX!r.'h.rh(.

' ,,
-
,./,,>% .

..
.
ati1..?

. '
.

. ,"

.'MIr'i'4".r'1, . . ,. .rr.. . . Y. , u, , . .

. . . . . . ..... . , . .. . . 1

r a . . . . .. ... . r.r. ., .. , , \ ( .' " ' '' '' '' ' ' , , ' . ' Ji , . , ,
' ' ' '1\1''' . ' ( ' \ . ., ... . J'J' . . .

. . - ... . . " ... .. ' I'I' " ' .. ...- . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .- . . . . - . . . . -. ' -. . - " . . . . . . . . . . . .
. '

. .
;: .::: ;::::: . ..: - ::':':', ;, . .Y.Y.. :

. . -. r.r". . , ' w.w
:

..

'
.. .

:
. .

:. ,WN.l.Y.WNlYWanly
;;

. .;.. . -. . . ". .
:

. .. .IY.M./rw..IY.M.rw.. ; . ,. . ./ .
.00\0.000.000
..:
\
;.;. ..:. :

.ri.Y..r..:. .
:.;:. -----.J.1J.1.J.1J1-:-:- ':- ..::.;. :......:. .- . .. " . .



MNN-MANN} .A.. . . "wwnrsowners, . . /nrsnrs-Mrs/ ..rwrlwM/A.rwrlwMA.. ..--/-IM .M/M.MM.../->Mow.n1Mown1. M NwrtxWart... . .. ..... -.Y.MMr./.Y.MMr...Y.MMr.srYr-... .
.

/-srYrspryer-r+-.ASYYASYYASHY. M. M
_- . .

rir.rirrr
. ' . .MNMN...

._. . .
I wMrwrwMU.

.
..._. " --"_.

+
.

s.IV.w.sIVwSiva... ,. ......1M\iMMMM1MiMMMM....\ .- o7P'o7P... M'M_' - '.
. -/ .

,1'1,
.-' r. ' ;

YIrY'NfvYIrYNfvYIrY'NfvrNYIrYNfvrN' ::\rNrN\ ':
-:Wr-WWrW/MWWWAY.\M1JOMMWWWAY.M1JOMMWWWAY.M1JOMWrWMWWWAY.M1JOMWrWMWWWAYM1JOM' - '

:
'.
:/:MWWWAY.M1J-

OMNow"

MWWWAYM1-

JOMNow

:;;;; :';'. ',\;;;:
-*'

' ,
. . . . . . 11-11:

.-'.

_. .
IIJII Tfr-TfrFar

- '. --.MJ'J.MJ'JMJJ--. . . .
.

.
!
'

' .- i I'I' v ,

-
.

,

J7'J7'

. . . . . .1"1, . , "- '
_

_
".... wu U

.
.:

, ,
'
.:

" fA-4..tfA4..t"

. .

-

.

.
, .

.
..

,

.
. .

.
.
.
.

,
.

.

.

.
,..
.
.

,
, .

.

' . , ' . . . . ,_ . . .
JI

... . . . . .l.ll-..MJ'J l-MJJ l-m
.

.
.
.
.

"
.
'
,

"
, , . ' . ....,.," "" ..

.
.... .. ........ 'WI.WI' ! ...

.

ft I !
.

........H.H. A. .... i.i..11"11" nA.nA' .. , .........._ --. ..&. ._ !. '# ..-- ,
rII

i _
.. .. ..... I'I' Now"NowJU1Q" v

'JJ',
.......

.

...., .r.r. . . .........
.

. .. ..!!"."!*ft"ft"*".".. . .
. ,.: : .

:.rtsswrtssw.32113211artists.; ! t!'*!' ! > &w'w' ,:,L'T.LT,' :";' . .; .: ::"r!.t,'
+

>r.r:':'. p>" ' ;. rr' ' "*. *"" 'qMlqMlMl' - ' '

., . ':
' .,.. ,".,!,.&ra !;? *i iUfJFZiff! y! .Ja*, ,*,..4awa9'.J/OIII.JOIII.,,y'y*/ *'.,*+*o11*+ rr*** L

., .rr. : . .
..gaa! 4Ry'.ra.rar4Ryra.rar4Ryrararw' Mi.. ..>..Mi....wr.wr...*, -..>.>. '"*t*' iMMpiMp ' it.it't.t't."w' .Mc"'+ rl,+ *s'MsM.'.*..f. MM-"w"wwVltltValetta,-

"

"
" * .MUMMMMUMMMAruaoot. .MUMMM-

v

.+r..iAlAil..... ..r. .+.w..

. . .
. .. ..; . . . . . , . , , . , ._, .. .. ... . .. . ... .. ... . ., . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ," " "'" W"' ' .r.rrr .uu- I.I1.1 e4 - .MM - - - - -- - - " >' - "V.V ' ' ' ' -' ' --vv" t.t<' -. -4-4y4"w* "ww *. *y " C'C iw' : : -: ootaJkoakf AAb.AAbAB-taJktaJktaJ-&%"k.br'OMY'rkbrOMYrbarony" j-wMjwM- > - %v--v- - ------'J4uf.Y..1J.t4nLJ4ufY1J.t4nL'J4uf.Y..1J.t4nLJ4ufY1Jt4nL- -' - < -:-* ! lYr7 :

""
... ,....? -.. .. . .... "' .. . "--- . . . , ,

"' . ," , , ' . . .ii. ;
"; .. . ' ; " " ' " .

:
.

, :. ! !: ;
.:_ : .. = . : : ::

. :
; ; . .? == ::;;=J;;J.,:: ,,:::ji

. .

: : :
.

=
.

: :
.
:

:: =: ::=

- . . . ' .
. the.t.WtW. .

} nextnexttn xt forty-heightfortyheightforty-eighteight.t'or.ty..etortyetorte. '
: -.-.. g.1tg1t.' hoursbouhoubouthour laenrasalean . . .

. ., . .
. u&reurewocure& .ees_ :steifeWserifbu-ftleckbuftleckfleck- lee<3"3*" t-r011fJm1t.tr011fJm1t.tr011fJm1t.r011fJm1tt- ratf-tiBlratftiBlrafttribal:-it= *. .tV'tVto-tottoi.t.urobituary'- 'mifc-utttHmifcutttHlt'-'unt11lt'lt'unt11unt11micamifcutttH-

tactical
i.t-.uri.t.ur.

'--' '' :t#,: ',
-

tactical integrity was finally.finally. regainedregained.. WithWiththeWithheldthe-the- arrivalarrival'arriVah-arriVaharriVahofPariah'- ofororthoftheNorthoftenthe-the-thth-

the-

seaborne

he-

llebore
th-
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the-

seaborne

he-

lleboreseaborneseaborn.seabornDearborn..
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other
an-

other
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The over-alloverall- situation on the peninsula at thiatbithaibi tiaetIa.tIataetAi! im:: . was goodgood.*. AllAll-
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All-
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hea

All-

the

Alt-

heathe beaches had been taken and a sizeablesizea.ble. beachhead had been formedformed.formed.-
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formed-
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med
formed-
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scale
lar-ges
la rgeragerge-

scale
res-

cale
rge-

scale
re-
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eanbeen cleared , the Americans would attempt a break-thrcnghbreakthrcnghbreak-throughthroughthrongbreak-thrbreakthrthru- 1gh to the South.SouthSouth.-
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At midnight on 12 June (D Plus 6)66.6.) Lieutenant GoodaleGoodlier led F CompanyCompan-
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panyacross the DOIJVEDOUVEDIVEDOVE RIVERHIVEHHIVE at BEIZEVILLEBEIZEVIILEBELLEVILLE - LA BASTILLEBAvTILLEA TILLETILE in assaultassauNassau t boatsboat andand.and-
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time
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;; ed bvby7f/f/ 3d
.

Battalion
.

, RRegUlentalRegimental.Regimentalgi antalanal. HeadquartwrrBeadquartew-BeadquartewEcadquarUmHeadquarterHeadquartwrrC-

ompany

Headqu-
arter

Beadquartew-f Headquarte-r ,EcadquarUm-

Ccany

-

"

. . .
. . . . . . . . .. "". . . . .: . .

.
. . .

.
. . .

. . .
. . .

,
' . . .. . . . . .

.
. . ii

-\
- -- " "

CompanyCcany-CcanyCanny#
.- 2d.2d.2&.22. & . attaliORttal1-on'ttal1on'onbattaliona bta1i.bta1i.

- '- ( .-*. ) . " " : ' -
-
""- .;

' ' '' : ": ' ;

1

The 1stlstletlast Battalion was tot move to a regimental reservereae1'V'ereae1Veresez'reresezre'' ' area nearnearC-

OIGNY

beac-

oning

nearC-

OIGNY.

beac-

oning

nearC-

OIGNY.

beac-

oningCOIGNYCOIGNY.COIN*. The 2d Battalion way'WatjWatjgradWalt' to proceed southeast to BAUPTBBAUPTEBUTACUTE , clearclear-

the

leat-

her

clear-

the

leat-

her
. . . '

.thththe town and contact elements ofor the 101stlOlstlOst Airborne Division to thethe-

southeast

he-

notheistic

the-

southeast

he-

notheistic
.
southeastout east onan a causewaycausewqcauseway. . which bridgedbr.iQgedbriQged. a tributary of thetheDOTTheoDOU7E'ootrlEootrlEfootle-DOTDOT'- RIVERRIVER-

and

Rive-

ra . . . ' Hw.w.*.. TT-

and
T-

andy

...

and the 3d Battalion was to movemove.-.emove..emove4ueAm.-. southfromsouth"fromSouthsouth *" from BAIZEVILLEBRAZZAVILLE - LA.LAJA. BASTILLEBASTILL-

Eto

Bastil-
le

r

to the TA1LLEFERTAILLEFERTRAILBLAZER Area on the Regimental right flankflank.
.

*., (33(35)35( , )
. .

(See
-

MapMaR..PRP.j. D L.-L.L.-

Th

)
. .. - .

. . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -_ . . . - - - ' ' ' - - ' ' - ' " '

'- - " ThTh.2dTh2dThe -.2d.2d2dp2dpBatta2d .BBBattalionBattaBatat.ta-t.taEttat.ta1ontta1onliar1on objectiveobibj ectiveactivet'1t1t'1BAt1BA; --BABABAUPTEACUTEPT , proved; ; 'ttto be "bbby; far the mostostcostmos-

tdifficult

m-
astiff

mos-

tdifficult

m-
astiff

ost-

difficult

no-

tificationdifficult of those assigned the Regiment.Regiment. Moving across the DOUVEDOVEDOUVE-

RIVER

DO-

VER

DOUVE-

l

Dov-

e

DOUDUO EE-

R1VE1RIVERlVEHR1VE1lavel at 0.00500. 00 hoursh011rS >, the battalion waswUtUt) joined by the F Company forceforce-

which

fo-
rce

force-

which

fo-
rce

force-

which

fo-
rcewhich had clearedcle3rq BFT3.RWILLEBFT3RWILLEL3ETZFNVILJFDETZRDETER. VILLEVILE_ IALAL BASTILLE.BASTILLEBM TI3 .E.E. .E.F. From'From-FF'- °araHara this'pointthispointthis-pointthispointhighpointthis"pthispthis'"- intdint Company EE-

led

B-

elled

E-

led

B-

elled
. , . " . .- . . " . .'

led1ed thethebattaliontearstain-battalionbattalion.batta.lion-. . toward BAtlFTE.BAtlFTEBAUPl'E.BAUPlEBattlefieldBaubleBAUlBAl TE.TE' . TneTine formationforma'tion
' utflizedutilizedutilized'utilized'placedutilizedplacedutilizedplaced 2d2d-

platoon

2d-

Platoon

2d-

Platoonplatoon of E Company in111 the fields on the left of the road with 1st1st-

Platoon

1st-

Platoon

1st-

PlatoonPlatoon in the fields on the right.right. The remainder of E CompanyCompany"," DD-

Company

C-

ompany

D-

Company

C-

ompany

D-

Company

C-

ompanyCompany , Battalion Headquartersldql1artersH'H' .: and Fr'r' Company following on the roadroad.road-

.'After

road-

After

roa-

dster

*.
. . . HCterfter'AfterAfterCater'AA' movingmuving south aboutabou a milemile"mile," two Renault tanksta.nks. were encounteredencountered.encountered-

Vith

encountered.lMY.L-

rF1.14

encounteredlMYL-

rF114

encounte-

red

encoeco
,
: .tt. .

..*
.

. . . ' . ..A.A. .. " .."" . _... . . .. . . ". . ,

. .. . ... . . ... " '" '
. . . , . . . . . . " ,. .,/ /l\MY.LrF1.14lMYLrF1.14lMY.LrF1.14MYLrF114!'/ ''!\ *' *''' * ',! w*-w-

'dith
w-

dith
w-

ith
-- '

.
.

, -VithVithI'-lithI'Ilith'dithdithVietlitheEdith' -'
- thet.11t11. <:! 1stEst aridand 2a"Hato"6ns2aHato6ns2d-PIatoori32dPIatoori3t ""-.PlPl 'tt' " i s disposed in the fields adjacent to the

.
roadoadgoadroad-

'the

road-

the

road-

ster

road-

Itre'

road-

Itre

radi-

ate
oad-

'lhe'

oa-

dlhe

ad-

dle'lhe't.a.nk3lhetank3
'

'thethe'lhe'lheIt-re'Itre're-'he' '

tankst.a.nk3ta.nk3tank3. . were alloweda.llowed. to approach until within a few feet of the resres-Reesres-

pective

res-

p

rep-

s

res-

pective

¬-

pectiveperceivep ctiveactive positionsPQsitiPosit n then by use of CJammonGammonGannnonCannon grenadesgrenades"," bazookas , and grenadegrenade-

launchers

grandd-

aughters

grenade-

launchers"

grenad-

elaunchers

grand-

daughters

grenade-

launchers

grandd-

aughterslauncherslaunchers"," the tankstap s were stopped cold.cold. Though the tanks were imim-

mobilized

tm-tmim-imtm-

mcbilized

im-

mobilized

im-

mobilized

¬-
mobilizedmcbilized the Germans insideins ideaide were not-andnotandnDt.aninotandentailnotednDt.nDtnot-notDt-. -anianiandanis- as they evacuatedev8.'cuaev8.cuaev8cua.

' tad thethe-

vehicles

te-

sticles
the-

vehicles

te-

sticlesvehicles considerable
. . . ... . . . .

firing!
.
irinKirin followedfollow 1.1,,

.
vhilswhilshillswhiles",

.

}
.

'Ii19Ii19'Ii19oomIi19oom'
. ,

pomspoems-oomoomboom- $:
.
: Q3yM&etraBftaQ3yMetraBfta.),#.

y.yy.rtyurt.
:rt: ;:

. &e .mm..mf1.mf1.':'\f1.f1.\ . . sr&sr9r:r-
killed

k-

illed
:& -

'

. . .

. . . . , . . . . ,. .. .._ . - "
. .

' " '

, . . ' . , . . .j.j. . . .. ", - " . ..., ,, . . . .. . . .., . .... .. . .. . . . . . . --- - ' "

killedkilled"killed," several of our men were wounded.wounded. OurOur. ,. ,. casualtiesc.asualtiesaaaualties. in this casecase-

resulted

cau-

series
case-

resulted

cau-

series
case-

resulted

cau-

seriesresulted not from the enemyeneRene but from the adjacent platoons firingfiring-

into
firi-

ng
firing-

into
firi-

ng
firing-

into
firi-

nginto each others positions while firingtiring at the Germans.Germans. (36)36(36)-

Since

36S-

ince

(36)-

Since

36S-

ince

(36)-

Since

36S-

ince

( )

Since no transportation was availablea.vailable. iti t was necessaryneCCSSnecksnecessarytonecessarytJ'YtJYqtytJ'YtotJYtotypo:' to-to-- render

(35)35( ) Personal knowledge
(36)36( ) Personal knowledge
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ww-

first

f-

irst
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-firstfirst-. , firstaidfirsthand-aidaid.aid.-,. a1.a1 . , totothoseouthouset -thosethose-t irhowhobiro1fh .hahahad-hadhadbecomehadbeamshadehabeas- becomebeamsbe.cbecbeck casualties-"pl&secasualties"pl&seplsepulsecasualtieslt1es ". .plaplan& e ths-iathsiathisth ".. , . - -

. :
.; ?

"
s.s. , , . . :

. .
, -. .placc--than..1Gftg.placcthan1Gftg..placcthan..1Gftg.than1Gftgplace-_ - © -. *. a g"a-g"agag"a-

hedgerow

gah-

edgerow

gra-

vedigger

- . - ;
.
- ; .

hedgerow I, camouflagecamoufl.secamouflse. them with branchesbrancMIrancid J, mark the spot on a map and hopehope-

to
ho-

peto send TorforThor thenthe laUr.laUrlatMr.latMrLauralamerlatere. (37)37(37)-

At

37-
At

(37)-

At

37-
At

( )
. . .

AtA t this point in the same formation the Battalion left the roadroad-

to

roa-

d
road-

to

roa-

d
road-

to

roa-

dto proceed prosscrossross country to its objective.objectiveobjob 1ve.1ve., While stillstllL"aboutstllLaboutstill-aboutstillaboutsyllabub;
"- about a milemile-

.northeast

mil-

lenaries
mile-

northeast

mil-

lenaries.northeastnortheastnortheas. t ofor BAIMSAIMS.B.B. . JJt-.TE"JJt.TE"TE-
. ," . axtrenelyextremelyf\.xtf.xt\. lt! .lyly. heavyheA'tyheAtyheAt' smallsmall.email.email . . .arms-.arms.arms.armsarms"..armsirarms-.". .ir-o..iro.Sire.Sire.ir-© . .' was-receivedwasreceivedwao.waowa3"wa3Wako." -. rec-a1vad.reca1vad.reca1vad.a1vadreceivedrecd- *;.. -

Lieutenant Colonel ShanleyStanley drew his command into a perimeter defensedefense-

arid

defens-

eall

defen-
se

defense-

nd"'s'e

defense-

ndse
defe-

nse " ' . .. . . .. . . . ... . . . .aridallnd"'s'endseands, " 'sehtseht3ertseth' ' ' lt patrols"patrolsoiii"oiiio1a"totot'td'reconh6I\red'reconh6Idreconh6Ire'. .rec.otrecotredcoat. i lt.derderdeer\; i..w..tliiwtliitalic". '." "' .' . r"r" :' :-
.

'
: - " " " - "

_ "papatxpat ecomnoecon . -. 'lthe"Tr6ntltheTr6nt"t1a''fcont.-t1afcont."t1a''fcont.t1afcont"t1a''fcont.coiisit1afcontcoiisi.fi.fi nt.nt. " A4 coiisicolitiscoinsoliSatecfconsolidates's lialiaratet (r concensusconsensuscopseO wUusus-

of

US-

AFof the resultsresulresult tc3 of these patrols indicated the area was held by at leastleast-

a

leas-

ta battalion of enemyenemy'enanynanny' infantry supported by armor and artilleryartillery.*., (38)38(38)-

At

38-
At

( )

At 1600 hours in the afternoonafte1oo:" .afterafter. after the 319thJ19th FA .QliderQliderGlider.,
Ql.QlQl.er.Bat. er.BaterBatHerat., BattalionBattalion-

had

battalionB-

aer
Battali-

on
l1l1-

lhadBaerBakerl i laidIBid: downdq'omdqomdom' a preparatory barrageba.rrage. , thet.he. 2(1212d2 ( Battalion13attalion, attacked.attacked..attacked.BAUPTE.attackedBAUPTEattacked. ,. . BAUPTEACUTEBAJPTE.JPTEJAPE*..' . . . '

Companies D and F were in the assault echelon with Company E, in reservereserve.reserve.-

Company

rese-
rve

reserve.-

Company

rese-
rve

*.

Company F cleared the southern half of thet.h8th8. towntovmtom after a fire fightftehtfate thatthat-

lasted

tab-

ulated

that-

lasted

tab-

ulated

that-

lasted

tab-

ulatedlasted more than an hourhour.hour.-

Comp

horos-

cope

hour.-

Company

chu-

rchman

*.

CompanyComp D fought its way to the outskirtsltskirtsT-shirts of the northern end oforof-

th

o-

ft
or-

th.e
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orth

of-

the

of-

tenthth.ethe. townt01'mt01mtorn' acaiaat-bifcter.acaiaatbifcter.acaciabitteraea.in.aeainagaipaeanagain. tl.-bi.tter.tl.bi.tter.nst..bit.ter.nstbitterbitterinstitute.. -. -. . . . . oppositionopposi.tion.QppoB .,.tion.tionion. . *. . . . " . . ., .

' . .'NortheastNOl"t'heastNOltheast" of BAUFfEBAU-'rBAU'rrBuffedBAUMBAUD}-
; ' D Company encounteredenco1Jntp-.redenco1Jnt-pred, . a strongly defendeddefendedvehicledefended-vehiclevehicleohicla'rehiwclerehiwcleMohican'rehiwcle-

park.

rehiwcle-

park

-''vehicle-

park.

vehi-
cle

.,ohicla-

park.park.park. Colonel SlianleyShanleySalientlyStanley sent his reserve E CompanyCompar1Y through the sectionseotion ofof-

tovn

o-

ften

of-

tovm

bo-

ttom

of-

town

M-

otowntov/ntovntovmtowntvtom/ already clearedcleaclean red by F Company.Company. Then D and E Companies joined in aa-

coordinated

c-

oordinated

a-

cl'd.irm.ted

a-

cldirmted
a-

cclimated
a-

c'

a-

c
>

coordinatedc\l'd.irm.tedcl'd.irm.tedldirmteddirtiedc'c'(\ ordFord:) ' iru&tedirutedirrupted. . attackatt3ck '
& that quickly neutralizedneutr8J.ize'dneutr8J.izedneutr8Jized. this position.position. The 2d2d-

Battalion

2d-

Battalion

2d-

BattalionBattalion bazookas accounted for ten tankstankotanktar cs in seizing the motor poolspools-
V

pool-
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wiiichwhich contained over fifty vehiclesvehicles.*. F Company knocked out four 2Omm2o-mm2omm20-mm20- all-allaU-aUall-

purpose
al-

lures
aU-

purpose

sup-

erpose
all-

purpose
al-

lures
-

purpose guns.guns. By dark the battalion had 'reorganized and81'ld81ld wasW8B in completecomplete-

control
compl-

etion
complete-

cuntrol
com-

plete
complete-

cuntrol
com-

pletecontrolcuntrol of the town and causeways.causeways. (39)39(39)-
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39-
On

( )
*

On the causeway south of BAUPTEBATJPTEACUTEBATISTE contact was made with the 101stlOlstlOst101s-

tP

,'ii'

" * - - .'
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ePersonal
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,- - - \.' AirborneAirbome.AirborneAirdrome. Division.Division. (Se-gelEn-gelSee jfapJlaRflapJaR D ) Captured German tranaportatioatranaportat1otransportation marksark-

sdispatched

.*&. II-

dispatched

D-

ispatched

i
'"

*"

dispatched.dispatched.
to pick up the: wounded that had occurred in route , whichwhich-

drew

withd-

rew

which-

drew

withd-

rew

which-

drew

withd-

rew

jt
.11-

the

.
...

' tt-
.dispatched

:

drew to a close the initial thirteen days of the NORMANDY invasioninvasion.invasion.invasion*. i0)i0(40)40(40'40(40)S-

UMLARY

40SU-

MLARY

( ; )
;>

!

- . SUMLARYSUMMARYSUMLAR-
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ed

SUMMARYSUMMAR-
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The 2d Battalion , $08th08th508th$ Parachute InfantryInfant , did'did'ndidndid-notdidnotdin'-

nott'accomplishtaccomplishaccomplisht'accomplish-

any

taccomplish-

any

accompli-

sh

accomplishaccomplish-

any

accompl-

ish

" "

.

.

any of its missions according to the pre-conceivedpreconceived- planp n, however withwith-

the

withh-

eld
. , . , , , . . . . . . . . . ,

the assistance of the air force the two bridges over the DOUVEDOVE RIVERRIVER-

r
RIVE-

r
RIVE-

Rcaw
Riv-

erarcaw*"' 1Uoo'I1UooI>*' yy-

were
w-

ere
Y-

were
W-

ere
y-

were
w-

erewere destroyed.destroyeddcctroyed.dcctroyeddcstroyed.dcstroyeddoctored. EEr giiiesrgihgi: :meetr communicationsconununicationsconciliations were disrupted , and byby-

occupation

by-

0CC'riration

by-

0CCriration

by-

rcciipationoccupation0CC'riration0CCrirationrcciipationrecitation' , , of HILLHIllli 30'OO30"30' ," enemy reinforcements were prevented from movingmovin-

geast

mov-

ing

moving-

a3t

movin-

gcast

mov-

ingeasta3tcast towardtOTfaroOntariotowardthetowardthe.the-the.- thebeachThebesteachcach-beachbeachcache.-: landingslandjjland gs overovel"ovelhovel"' the causeway leading into CHEF DUDU-

POUT

DE-

POT

DU-

POUT.

DE-

POT

DU-

FOIIT.

DE-

FICITPOUTPOUT.FOIIT.FOIITFIT,. Whilenlilelisle operating underund r "sevsevse"ss"" severevezFezi'eie'e shortagessh rtageB"rtageBrage "

off equipmenteq ipmentpimento this BattaBatta-BataBatta-

lion

Batta-

lion

Batta-

lion

¬-

lion held on , accounting for thethe'' destruction of many GermanGerman. . soldierssoldiers-

and

soldiersa-

.nd

soldie-

rsanda.nd. their equipment and materially7materially: aided in the accomplishmentacconpplishment of thethe-

overall

eth-

ereally

the-

overall

eth-

ereally

the-

overall

eth-

ereallyover-alloverall- operation.operation.
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1.1. ANTIAIRBURNEAIJTIAI11BORNEANTIAIRBORNE DEFENSEDEFENS-

EEven

Defe-
nse

DEFDEFENSE-

1iNen

SESE-

Even

El-

evenEven1i-Nen1iNenMen- though the enemy took great pains to constructC01 truCtstrut elaborateelaborate-

antiairborne

elab-
orate

elaborate-

antiairborne

elab-
orate

elaborate-

antiairborne

elab-
orateantiairborneantiwar obstacles such as RomelspageRommel his effectivenesseffectivenass was greatlygreatly'-

reduced

greatly-

reduced

gre-
atly

greatly'-

reduced

greatly-

reduced

gre-
atly

greatly-

r

greatl-

y'reducedreduced' r ducec3 becansre'becansrebtcatIS'tl"btcatIStlbecausebotanist'pecanpecan'
:!

'e ' "° af-'fdr'lac1r'ortaf'fdr'lac1r'ortfdrlac1rortof-.td1r-mck"of.td1rmckof.td1rtd1rmck"mckmocko -°'. rl: !'t't' ''- c rk " 'o s !i"S'iSi"S'cr.sST"iScrsSTincrustsr'ara" "' $st' .tt. cr.sST"crsSTcrests! 3. r " . "
< < i&lly.illyBillyilrlill& ;,r .", . .bb.becausecauscauls ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten
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the reatgreat of that taken in the individualindividual-

and

individ-
ual

fr.reatrreatgreat. quantities equipment were
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and becausebecbeck e of thehe ineffectiveness of the harness release of thethe-

parachute

he-

artache

the-

rarachute

hie-

rarchies

the-

parachute

he-

artacheparachuterarachute duringdurineurine thethathan first few minutes of the operation the invadinginvading-

forces

invad-
ing /,
forces were the samesarnearne as sitting ducks.ducks. An aggressive.reasivereasiveagressiveevasive. enemy conductingconducting-

spontaneous

cond-
ucting

conducting-

spontan

condu-
cting

conducting-

spontaneous

cond-
uctingspontaneousspontansonant ousonus assaults couldCotlldColdc have taken a great toll.tolltoll.-
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tolli-

ng

toll.-

In

tolli-

ng

toll.-

In

tolli-

ng
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In additionnddit.Lc.mndditLcmindict. :; . during the four.four. days-priordayspriordadaysrs.rs'priorprior-.' pri r to recrganigati-an-hadrecrganigatianhadrecrganigatianhadtherec.rganiiat.3n..hadrecrganiiat3n.hadrecrganiiat3nhadroerganilati3n.roerganilati3nreorganization. :!.- -. ..had -thethe.tho.thothouthoe-

nemy

athe-

naeum
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enemy

He-

nley
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he could most certainly have reducedreduoed these positionspos1t1ana.pos1t1anapositions.
.

*. ' * (A quickquick'relquickrelquickerquick"releasequickreleasequackeriesquick"release-

device

quickrelease-

device

'" releaserelease-

device

relea-

sed
se 1

,
devicedGvicoadvice Is now Incorporated In alla.ll. standard personalpersonal'parachutepersonalparachutepersonalparachute'parachute' harnesshamess.hamessharmlessharness.harness.)*. )
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2.2. DELIVERYDELIVER.Y. QJ1Of'Of? ' CRS'.Y-SERVfiDCRS'.YCRSYSERVfiDCRE'-r-SERVEDCRE'CRErSERVEDCPS-1-SERVEDCPS1CRYFervidRE'.-- - 1EAPQNSWEAPONS1EAPQ-

NSInability* .,Inability.Inability'inability', ' ' at'atat.at'

. this, timet.ime. toto deliver crew-servedcrewservedrew-srewscrew-crewbrewcreweacrewed- earvvedvendd weaponswe'apoAsweapoAswe' po . ._ arid. nt.ntnd( .
.QtQt:.other'fijfijFiji' , et.t._ ."

special equipment on the individual in leg packs , etc.etctC.tC. , resulted in anan-

acute

en-

acted

an-

airborne

a-

ndiron

3,

. . . . . . . ,. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . .

,

'MM' '- acute'aC\1t'aCaC1t\ shortage.sh-or.tage.shor.tageportage- ofof f-i-refiret:1-f'e-t:1t1f'efet:1f'e'powt1fepowi:-#-'' - 'powpow'- powsrpayerpowspayerdoingparrotingrrd-doingdoing.- -dd- wa ing-thc-ingthcKingingthcRQatinteractg--thgth--th,- RQatRatG9t"'I".flfl6rabG9tI.flfl6rabG9tIflfl6rab" vaiarabie-'phvaiarabie'phphvicarage' "

. ® -' a6-e-a6e66ee6R'6ee6Ra6e6n- -"-ee-6R'ee6R'6R-ee6R'-

airborne

ee6R-

airborne

: -" '6n--6n' - "" "- --- -- - - -.1.1-
11-

special

airborne operation.operation. Had individual containers been provided to facilifac11i-fac11ifacili-facilityfacili-

tate

fac11i-

t.ate

fac11i-

tate

facili-

tate

¬-

tatet.ate. droppingdropringdrooping the much needed crew-servedcrewserved- weapons , sndB.ndBndandsandBand. ammunition , MorelIorelOireMor-

eoffensive

lIore-

offrmsive

Mor-

eoffensiveoffensiveoffrmsive: actionact.ion. could have been dccumplibhedaceumplishedaccomplishedaccumpliaccompli h iii11lst.insteadinstead. t/eeidteeidReid/ id of the defensivedefenivedefensive-

attitude

defen-
sive

defensive-

attitude

defen-
sive

defenive-

attitude

defen-
siveattitude invoked by these shortaeesshortages.shortages,. *Suitable detachabledeta.chable. containerscontainers-

of

containe-

rs. of tnisthisTunis type are now availableavailable.,.

3.3. ARTILLMARTIiLiARILMartiniAHTJ.LjAHTJLj! . IYhY( ADJUuTIAdjustADJUJTi':1UTADJUJTi1UTADJUJTi':1UT-

TM.

ADJUJTi1UT-

TM

ADJUADJURE :;: TI 'LNTLENT,: NTNT-

Th

N-

ThThThiTM.TM. . .abilitybilitj"bilitj'ability'
" of 1stlstlast PlatoonFlatoon Leader , CompanyCompallYComplyCom-paiComp-ainyComp-lainComp-anyny E , to effectively directdirect-

the

dire-
ct

di .tt.
. .._ . .. . . . . . .. .. ." . _ . _ . . .. . . . . " . ' " . . '. ..

.the..firthefirtheirthe fire&firefiress'ss'o"thsothsooth& ofo"thothGoth{ the .jj319th'319th319th'Glider319thGliderith..GithGitchGliderr ierbier FA'AA' most certainlycertG.inlcertGinl. y broke up the effortsefforts-

of

effort-

sr

effor-
tsof:r the+ r. 9Iitv'9Iitv; totv'tvt , ' lc'anchlcanchIt..unchItunchblanchTouch1 ,...' ch . coordinatedcCJrdinatcdcccrdinatcd attackttaktack c-instcinstbsta.nstanstinsetbestangst- . KILLHILL 3030.3O.3O Had thist-dstdsthis-

artillery

tds-

artillery

dis-

habille

:-0C .ee ouoiryboudoirte; !,9Ii\9Iic r;\,, : 44-

artillery

a &1Fa'Fa:; ' : (; aagab-ababa.nstFabians- ,.

artillery fire not been available or effectively utilized , particularlyparticularly-

with

particula-
rly

partipart ularly"ularlyvulgarlyularly"-

with

ularly-

with

vulga-

rly

"

with the shortage of ammunition and crew-servedcrewserved- weapons , this positionposition-

ooula

posit-
ion

position-

eoul

position-

could

posit-
ionooulaeoulcouldoutlawSeoul<.ll. notriot have beonbeenbon heldheld.heldheld.-

t

hel-

d
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Due to the dispersion of the aircraft formation at the time of thethe-

drop

the-

rmo

thth-

drop

hy-

dro

the-

drop

the-

rmodrop , insteadjnstead ofuf tactical units aas had been plannedplalpall ed , we find manymanj.manjman. smallsmall-

widely

Sa-
llie

small-

widely

Sa-
llie

small-

widely

Sa-
lliewidely separated groups operating independently of each other workingworking-

toward

work-
ing

working-

Loward

work-
ing

working-

toward

work-
ingtowardLowardBlowhard a common goal , the objectivesobjectives.*. Men whom'previouslywhompreviouslywhom"previouslJrwhompreviouslJrhomogeneouslywhom"whom '"* previouslJrpreviouslyprevious had commandedcommanded-

a

commande-

da squad werewore calledalledallied upon to command groups the size off platoons andand-

companies.

an-

chorman

and-

companies.

an-

chormancompanies.companies... It is onlyon ] y highh.igh. calibercali.ber. training that provides juniorjunior-

leaders

jun-

ior
junior-

leaders

jun-

ior
junior-

leaders

jun-

ior
11-

these

leaders with sufficient backgroundbackeround to enable them to effectivelyeftective1Y executeexecute-

these

exec-

ute
execute-

these

exec-

ute
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these responsibilitiesresponsibilities.responsibilities.-
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Reorganization of the 2d Battalion , 5Q8thSOOth508th> Parachute Infantry , waswas-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn't

was-

not

wa-

sn'tnot completed until D plus lu4.41r.1r. -*This was provokedpI.ovokedpIovoked. by many reasons whichwhich-

include

which-

include

which-

includeinclude thethe'unsuitabilitythe'unsuitabilitytheunsuitability' unsuitabi'unsuitabiunsuitable '!itycity of pathfinder equipmenteq'JipmenteqJipmenteqiAp-.menteqiA-pmentequip-ment' . for assisting thethe-

troop

the-

rmo
the-

troop

the-

rmo
the-

troop

the-

rmotroop carrier units in making an accurate delivery.delivery. "TheThe"TheseThese" use\sese\] of inin-

adequate

:1n-:1n1nin-in:1-

nadequate

1n-

adequate

in-

adequate

: ¬-
.

adequate assemblyseiriblyeligiblyassa, iriblyairily aidsaids'
' to.to effect the assembly of battalion size unitsjunitsunitsj-

in
unit-

s
units ;

inin'' this caseease a visablevlSable'vlSableviSable-viablelosableviSable'lightviSablelightviable'- light'light' tied.ti-ed.tied'tied.'.tiedin'tiedintiding- in-in'in''in-'in'inainaGina-' '- aa-a"aatreetree"- ' treetree'tree-treethatteeth'- that could not-have--bceanothavebceanot-haw..bcea.haw..bcea.beadnothavebcea-

seen

not - .bb%.-. . -. .' , .-

seen for any distance becausebecbeck use of the hedgerowshedgerows.*$. It was not until DD-

plus

P-

lus
D-

plus

P-

lus
D-

plus

P-

lusplus h4 after tactical unityunit:; ' had1ad, been regained that any coordinated actionaction-

could

acti-
on

action-

could
acti-

on
actionc-

oca

acti-
oncouldcoca ld, be atteinpted11-atteinpted11.tterJ..tt-d..tterJ..ttd.attempted.-attempted.."-attemptedatteinpted11Vastattempted.Vastattempted.;.

, :!
.

:. , -: *. '" - *VastVaatVat improvementsi.11'pl"OVel1Autai.11plOVel1Autai11plOVel1Auta. '!
"

! have been made both in pathfinderpathfinder-

navigational
path-

finder
pathpathfindern-

avagationa.l
path-

finder
'1nder1nder-

navaeationalnavigationalnavaeationalnavagationa.lnavagational, . 'aiai' aids-aidsaidsandaids{; G-G&GandGrand- '- andandinbandingin.in-in.- assemblyasselhblyasseii1bly aidsaids.*..

66.6. INTERCHANGEABLE PERSONNELPERSONNEL-

The

Person-
nel

}JEHSOJOHNSON
'"ELEL"EL-

The

EL-

The

LE-

The

"
A

,

The value of keeping the maximumximummtiximumimamminimumm number of crew-servedcrewservedcrew-'served'served-' weapons'Weapons' inin-

operation

in-

corporation

in-

opera

ino-

perable
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