E,

AR AR

ey o

5 -t 2z M S e AN i Wi A B S A ITNAR
AT LIV WL I 8T W D TGS 13 g RIS A ISR,
WL :‘.I ’. : L i ‘ A - ~-.| R R L B - * iy gt

DR A e A R T ¥ oo

i past Al TN, e

”’hv*- padigy PRI T P D TR

Ry g e A W L8
WY VP TR i e | SR 0 8 i
L i L R TS T

deneral Subjects Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT

.. THE INFANTRY SCHOOL . .

RS TR LR sl o Bennlag, Georgla

o T ey S = o ey E I‘-"!‘;‘;:w,‘..‘},:;,ﬁmg-:wg:y_pr;;gﬂ
. bty i ! P k. B . S—
CPRIgy oy M 4% RO A 8 W K e 0 8 T S S W Y
Pgrbbqurpgurdtats i oW D N T
56 VRN ALY AN M P B

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1947 - 1948

e -l prevem 83 LELG DR T

OFPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION 14TH INFANTRY,
(71ST DIVISION) IN A RIVER CROSSING NEAR RE-
GENSBURG, GERMANY 26-27 APRIL 1945, B

- oo (CENIRAT EUROPE CAMPATGON)

. fi’“‘ 801}51 _experience ~f a company. commandar)

LW o e " oA S, A R e

: Type of operation deacribed;m_ﬂ;ygﬁ CROSSING

Major Thomas W, Alvey, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO II

LI¥e T

L T

e e et i o s R

S

T

= RGARE TS

—

X
b
b gl (N TSP P i ol
FRTem R 11 By g S g :
: E d P el T e L
VLA g o T AR T R TR IE A A st A L7

AN LTI i A A N e i
2 %is ’ ks MW“-‘ T A T AT o Y "
E!..-lli'i ey e S i e e A A1 sHERAE

- vk ¥ ; ] G |
NN Y in ol ey Pk dadrh () SAN e S L el STURE O 7 8 4 A i s

gt i) Lrive G
A e L L I e U T i" il
"IK

L A oy i
"y e \

T e




e o k D . .
e R e SETAR A TR A 0B eS| LA v T 3 1S KSR R B h 0 LA R e HRa e e

PABLE OF CONTENTS

S e e L £

- A s 8 e b e T

iy —-.n-t!tf‘ﬂﬁ?‘m SHES s

Index.oo;-o-lnooo-ot.ootiooi.fbo.ootuo&neblnduLQob l__ SR e gl

Biblicsraphy.‘°'"‘*"“"""“'-"”;.."oi‘;.'00.""..'-.‘." .. 2

Introduction_..-.'..u-.......”.-.-..--......u.-.... S

m 'r‘-r,t.zmmu:v MY R SRR A PTNMA I T L e s o e, e AR TN A ey o e e

S n'g\w;m.-tu AW A TR PR

§
5
al Situation.-...................-...-... 6
The Battalion SitustblonNsescessesessssssessrsssncsnse ";

Analyais and CriticloMesessscsesssssscensscccaccnsces 31
| 34

LGSSOHS...........-..-........-.--.......u.......

Map A~ -Genersl Situation :

: :
Map B~ Attack on Regenstauf }{
Map C~ Attack on Barbing ’

o M« A A WY & A At e L s [ A e e be s MO8 B A s e P e e v R ber
s ey e T

i
!
¥
:
y
f=d
{
]
it
E :
S

i

F

e

i
i s A s R D

52
i
g
:
2
T
]
)

e L T R LR R B A T T o b Y Sediiinr At - T o P e T TS i M A
L ST H R R FAChadad e radinn. DRl N R T M R Rt CLoiE Viamid TR S i o s L= I
1, Ay e S i Ladbas A7 b holn ek du&i!’k N AN e o mvu’
ik i W s L LT T R T R = b Py :
[ " oy WA LA L R T

AN Al ol .'.”:.'_-_hm'"l'.-.T—MWM*M%HN%‘%WW@WWWKW
o i g o e B o gt A G0 ) 5 0 A 0 S B R o

L M-"‘Dun: anﬁ“w

T

B it gy e ot AP L ala g .y -
,, ki d



O AN ., 3 ST N SISO 5 AT
F‘" — -~ - . ——y - 4 et T e BIbn et oy AR = T ———

@
e BALES Ty i B

F

3 M T T B PR AV RN e e e e el |

S i e i e Bl S f;;lwg;;:;;figlw""”:fi;:““*m“;;
e R ROl SRR N R i T T S e S S R o Nl e s e
J. BIBLIOGRAPHY = ... _ ;
A-1 "Ghost Corps", After Action Report XX Corps, i
; _ (TIS Library)
~~---~1;2*ﬂ~em'ptaﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁpﬂﬁ‘tlsﬁpﬁl - 8 May 1945 !
. T Sl fTIS'LiBFGPF)m s § : iy i

s v RIS s | WG g T O ? _&M 1- "'“W-m s e L e Lo S e
e S v e AL T R e R A B RO IR v B 2 s e e

| 4-3 The History of the 7lst Infantry Division

e e e ea &

-

o= i et g b e s et

By Fred Clinger, Arthur Johnston and Vincent Masel
{(Personal possession of author)

Tl e el

A-4 After Actlon Report (1 August 1044 -‘8 Ma? 1945
(TIS Library ,

A-5 Right to Be Proud, History of the 65th Infantry
Division's March Across Germany,
By Sergeant Bill Jordy, Headquarters, GSth Infantry
Division,
(TIS Librery)

™ "
-

o i = - s ddgnhy i 9 . - sl
o

i

|

N

‘

2 ,

P 045 e e Ml 1 e et b R A ¢ e it TR T e iy e e bR A e i el e ke Y T B T B

o gwe LT ey L S gy e . phov S SR | G AR

gt A P AT e o bt il il T vk 8 |
. R0 Attt Mot M bR B ) i e
; 4 R K Y N R e e Z 2
AR b e SR ol '. .



s e S 6 £ b et 08 B BRI <008, PIER L9041 2045, during

S e WA e e ¢

e S Sy e ' [ .

OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION 14TH INFANTRY,
(718T DIVISION) IN A RIVER CROSSING NEAR RE-
CENSBURG, GERMANY 26-27 APRIL 1945,

. ... (CRNTRAL_EUROPE CAMPAIGN)

T LR

INTRODUCTION

My monogreph covers a small unlt sction of the 24 Bat-

talion, l4th Infantry Regiment in a river crossing on the

the Gentral German Eampeign.
To bring the reader ebreast with the situation it will

be necessary to glve him the picture of the general situation

“at this times

Germany was a defeated country; her replacement system

“Had broken down; -communications had been disrupted and sup~

plies were becoming meager fof'thé”t§bops that were still
left in the fleld, It was expected that makeshift units such

as converted Luftwaff'e and Volkstrum troeps would be used in

“detensd 6T " wiut ‘was 1ot of Fermany.. (1)

 (Personal Elp‘rionce of & Company Commender )~~~ o o

nY

P o

The main aections of the ¢entral German @}mpaign had taken

place in a period of seven days in which the XX Corps drove

150 miles into the "Heartlend" of Germany to capture 47,000

prisoners and to destroy or éaptura great quﬁhtities of:énéﬁy
vehicles, supplies, and guns. (2) T

By the 15th of April, 1945, the gl tuation had developed
into a complete rout for the German forces. Only scattered
and weak reslstance was being given to the power ladened
thrusts of the Third Army, spearheaded by the XXth "Ghost

Corps." (3)

(1) A-1, pel; (8) &-1, p. 24; (3) &-1, p. 1.
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. On the 15th of April, 1945, miéifﬁh“Arﬁy-a§§ﬁ§~&1reebodL-
Third U, 8., Army to attsck Sontheast, advencing along the
'}oute, Régenaburg-ﬁinﬁ and..to cdﬁtnct fdrées.ef the U, 8. S. Re ..
- who, at this time, had reduced Vienna and w;re'attdéking'to
the northwest from thisg clby. (4) - o wimo
The operation glven to the XXth Corps would require it

.. ke slde slip to the right of the Twalrbh Corps. The Twelfth

N o 4 A Wy oy A w»m“mr...mwm mqu';i(.

— -\;_.

I“fi >‘“Corps wéuld change its direction to the southeaat but would
. remain in posltion. This action would place the III Corps
end the XX Corps on llne with each other, wlth the III Corps
on the right. (5)

General Walton H. Walker, CQmmander oF the xxnh Corpsh
decided then to place the &0th Division in reserve, gp@ to
attack ini%ialYy-with the 65th and 7ist Divisfony on line.
The 13th Armored Division had moved socuth from North Central
Germany, -& distence of 250 miles, te Join the Corps and was
not in a good vehicular state of maintenance and repair. (6)

"-Tﬁg 3d Cavalry‘656up,‘in“g;défnto-gfééhtﬁgwiéfh'i;ﬁéredb“
Division time to perform badly needed malntenance, was used
in a screening role, reconnoitering to the socutheast in the

“corps! zone, to sieze and hold any bridges remaining over 'the
Danube River. However, the Cavalry would develop enemy re-
sistance that appeared to be orgenized and the_Iﬁf;ﬁﬁf}'éa:w
vancing to its rear would dispose of the enemy. The 3d
Cavalry Group was augmented with Engineers, Tank Destroyers,
and a Ranger Battalion, thus giving i1t a great deal of strike-

ing power., Thls was essentlal, due to 1ts belng asaigned

the role of an Armored Division. (7)

& Lol Rk L

(4) A-2, p. 1; (5) A-2, p. 1; (6) A-2, p. 13 (7) A-2,
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This unit, cansiating or tha 5a caxalry Graup plus WaE <
passed through the 7lst and 65th Divisions on the 22d of |
' Aprii, ﬁnviﬁgﬂin“ééiérai difreﬁent doluma;n“Howaver; due to-

121 A+ b SAE Lt M T

slowed, By noon of the same day the unit had cleared the
Infantry Division's lines and against scattered opposition,
had moved towards the Danube River., (8)

. B Fo i -
“ Wi S S W.ul Waﬁrnﬁww R S e B s P btk A, 1 P Ar LY e .‘ll

o Tha 718t ‘and 6bth Infantry” ﬁiviaion followed the Oiﬁﬁlrf“““““”f”

screen on toward the southeast, encountering only minor re-
sistance. The 7lst Division left one Combat team in the

.{ vicinity of Amberg where considerable "sniper" resistance

| wéé'éhébﬁhtéréd; and 1t was found to be necessary for troops |

N\ to maintain law and order. (9)

‘This Combat team was composed of the l4th Infentry Regi-
ment,, Company C of the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Com=-
peany B of the 7618t Tank Brtiellen, Compexny..A.nf the 8lst..
Chemical Mortarsg Battalion, 608th Light Fleld Artillery Bat-
talion, Company B of the 271st kngineer Battaliioh, oré pla-
toon of light tanks from the 76lst Tank Battalion and one
Medical Company from the 37lst Medical Battelion. (10) f

he misston given the 14th Combat temm was s3oom com- ™ °
pleted and the organlzations comprising 1t had the opportun-
ity to rest their personnel, check equipmsnt and to preparo
to push on, (11)

Early the morning of the 24th of Aprll, orders were re-
ceived to move to Regenstauf, a distance of 45 kllometers
southeast of Amberg, and to selze crossings over the Regen

(8) A-2, pe 4; (9) Personal knowledge; (10) A~3, p. 79;
(11) Personal knowledge.
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i Rlver, (12) __ _ STy
; i | THE GENERAL SITUATION

mha l@ahheonhat tenm~mmvad“hg mﬁtc@~£ram-ﬂmbsrg; 1aa&~
1ng elamonts erossing the I.P. at 0800 hours. (13) Tho
..order or march for the Inrantry.elemants wore: I and R pla-
toon plus a platoon of light tanks acting as the leading ele=-

L W b spradmim o, sk

kwa¢mpmlnmﬁguumﬂnt&qnﬂmtha“adyancgﬁ%gngg@?QGMQRgpﬁgxwmgpgggg”ggwgngggpapy

4'?(

of medium tanks in support, and F, E, and H Companies mounted

i on two and one half ton trucks in reserve. The rest of the

i’ regiment followed in the order, 3d, lst Battalions, and separ-

5 ate Companles, (14)

gl The l4th Combat team moved rapidly to the southeast :
through Burglengenfeld where a bridgehead had been seized by

~the third squalivii of the Z&-Sevaliy Qroup-and wonsz-bolng held

by the 24 Battalion of the 66th Infantry, (15) This movement
continued on toward Regenstauf with only minor resistance
which was easily overcome by elements of the advence guard.
(16) o

The rapid advance of the combat team ground to a sudden

helt in the outskirts of North Regenstsufl where the point of

- the- advence guwrd was “trapped by 4 German amdush, (1Y) THe T
_Company Commander of G Company immediately dismnunted his

A A PN e o B, T b b e

personnel from the tanks deployed on both sildes of the road

.

and advenced ifito the outskirts of the town whéPe he was able
to relieve the German pressure that had trapped the point of
the advanced guard, (18)

Colonel Carl E. Lundquist, Commander of the Combat team
(12) A-2, p. 53 (13) Personal knowledge; (14) Personal

knowledge; (1B) A-2; p. 4 and 5; (16) Personal knowledge;
(17) (185 Personal knowledge.
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wes with the "polint" at the time of its ambush, His personal
.example of hercism displayed during this action was an in-

‘spiration fo the entirs wnit. When anbushed, Col. Lundguisiis

5 S R IR 0 T L E e - A T

driver was wounded, thus immobilizing his jeep. Lundquist

‘rushed to enother vehicle where the 50 ¢allbér machine gunner

had been killed, took over the weapon and covered the with-
“drawal” 01 i) I ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ*ﬁia Bﬁz“”LIQT“”""”'“""‘ S f"““'"“”"‘““‘““ﬁ

Company G, under commend of Capt. William B. Plerce,
after relieving the I and R platoon, proceeded to destroy
all enemy resistance on the northeast bank of ﬁhs Regen Rivsr;.
It was found that the center span of the bridge was only
partially destroyed, so gseveral atbtempts were mads by G Com-
peny to take 1t by frontal assault, using tank, small arms
and mortar fire for support. After two Lieutenants were
wounded (Lts. Bernstein and C. D. Leaphart), and heavy
casualties were sustained in thelr platoons it was deeided . .
..to meke a coordinated attack using engineer assault boats.
(20)
The 2d Battalion of the 1l4th Infantry, heading the ad-
vanced guard of the Regimental Combat team, was deslignated
as the unit -to make the crossing, (8L} - e SN S s SR o
evisrnemmiren e o TibgeeG0Ll e~ Ph11llip Brant, Commender of the 24 Battalion,
14th Infentry Regiment, celled his Company Commanders together
and 1ssued the following operations instructions. "!Easy!'
Compeny on the right, 'Fox" Company on the left, will cross
Regen River simultaneously, 500 yards ebove the present
bridge sight et 1230 hours. Upon cbossing the river 'Easy'

(19) Statement of Lt. Nathanlel Freeman, I and R Platoon

JLsader; (20) Statements of Cept, W. B. Plérce and Col, C.

E. Lundquist; (21) Statement of Goltﬂp.IE.MLQQﬁgE}gE,.WM Ghlbt 3 &

et (e DRSO (W T e il
L BT S e i S IR AT e e - et ”
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Company will attack the town from the left flank and clear
4t of 811 enemy pesistance, !'Fox! Onmpeny will srese.the
h%TTT.*”“'M crdiver and’ uttnnk‘high ground to the rear of the town and eut
f ~ the Regenstauf—nogenaburg road, "'George' Gompany will attack.“

the town with fire from present positions., 'How" Company

mortars wlll support the attack of 'Easy' and !'Fox! Companies é
i e e a1 WA SRR P i o AR Y s P R O By M S NI | s T A, L . i S b M—-w
Trom present positions. First platoon heavy machine guns :

will be attached to 'Easy' Company and 24 Platoon to !Fox!
Compeny. 8lmm mortar forward observers will sccompeany both
'Fox' and 'Easy' Companies. Anti-tank platoon will select
positions to fire on any possible observation post locations. . . .
or sutomatic weapon emplucements thus rendering support to
the attack, The Engineer Company will furnish elght boats
to 'Fox'"Company, ten to 'Essy' Company., Engineer Goﬁﬁéﬁymwh
Commander and Rifle Company Commander will ¢ oordinate in
selection of launching sites and boat assembly aress, 608?@:W
“Pleld Arsillery, Canion Company and Chemical Hortar ',jiatp,ﬁh s
will support the attack, priority of fires to 'Easy'! Company.
Smoke and 'H.E.' will be placed on high ground to the rear
of the town, commencing H-10 and lasting until H hour, Pre-
paration will then snift to towir and conbinue until & plus = =0
5, Smoke White phosphorus will be used. . Chemical and artile .. .. ..
lery forward observers will be with 'Fox! and 'Easy' Com-
panies." (22) %
"Companies will lay wire starting on the south bank of
the river., Battalion C.P. will be located in North Regen=-
stauf, Battallion 0,P. 200 yards to the rear of 'Easy' Com~

(22) Personal knowledge.
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pany, Radio operation will be normal, howevexs, .¢4qunftgt;m
tack or place will not be mentioned at eny time in code or

_clear," (33 ). e
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. THE BATTALION. &ITU&"‘IO}' ML e N, i gl

It 18 necessary at this time to give the reader a brief

orlentation as to the terrain located in this ares. The Regen

i .ﬂ.’.!.’ﬂ.—.!!.u?&lley._,.tm.tlz&‘f‘mrti"xltfi&t isextromely. Tlat f arming couwn- =
try which has 1little @ever and concealment available while
to the 30utheaat of the river we find high bluffa that are

. heavily wooded. These bluffs risa Immediately to a height

of two hundred feet from the southeast bank of the rivar. The
river flows at a speed of four opr five milaa per hour in ﬁhis ”
area and 1s not fordable. The Regen River empties into the
Danube fifteen kilometers below Regenstauf, Regensburg is
located at this river junction. The Rogen River 1s typical
of the water systems in Europe in that it is a controlled

stream with levies that hold it w1thin chsck bhe year round,

e
A - W T

In this area its width is approximately 40 meters, (24)
Upon completion of the operations instructions the Com-
pany Commanders end speclal unit Commanders made their re-
__Qonnaiaauncea,vWHEaaﬁﬁ.Qomp&ngqmaamabiehtm~£ind-aa@£15£énﬁ~iww--~w: i

cover for an assembly area in the north edge of North Regen-

b e b — A . b

i, e R LU T U TN s A 1 ML e i

stauf., This area afforded the company some cover in the
basements of houses located nesr the river bank. Trucks
cerrying englneer assault boats were free from small arms fire
but were subject to observation from the high ground behind
Regenstauf, Harrassing indirect fires were placed in this

(23) Statement of Lt. Col., Phillip Brant; (24) Penrsonal !
knowledge.,
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‘were 113}1"' in "E“’F GoumYs -h.avhug only two men munded.

me. at .“ntarvnla by the enmy. Fortunately, ca.aualties
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i

s Buitable aaaambly ares fov' the erossing. The only area

availeble was a group of farm bulldings located adjacent to

the proposed launching site that had been selected, Thin
B vt P s B INTULD F-——-— f -:— :

- odation Was ol WORFNOf and the launching site was on tho

\
PR

river bank just to the east. To reach the assembly area it

“wes necessary for the comparny to move across 700 yards of = =

open country with no cover or concealment avallable, The
Company Cormander, realising the situavlon, moved kis per-
éonnel across this area by squads and as rapidly as the men
could travel, This seemed to be the opportunity that the Ger-
mans had been welting for. From the high ground behind Regen-
stauf a shower of 88 artillery fire and 8lmm mortar fire
dropped on "Fox" Company, knocking out 13 men. At the seme
‘time the engineer Boat platoon was hit causing twenty casual-
tles and destroying several assault boats. However, "Fox"
Company was able to push off at H hour and accomplish 1ts

mission by 1530 hours. Onlv minor eneny raaiatmce was en~

" countered by "Fox" CGmpany aftor crossing the river, 'I‘Ianty

L L

R Y

Germans were cap’cu;-e-c'l-“ three killed, and several wounded. (261

"Easy" Company was more fortunate in its portion of the
operation, Three men were wounded by amall arms fire while
crossing the river. The enemy lost two killed and approximate-
ly fifteen captured., The enemy prisoners were found to be

(26) Stavement of Capte Harry Goldman; (26) Personal know-
ledge.
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= wamcht troops% "Were \iﬁ&aif“"cﬁ‘ﬁ“‘w MW**-Mv o,

: :
;' comni ssioned offiosr. This Copmender had teen 1onndad and lfji;wit;%
? | hud ecmmitted suieide wather than to surrender, His miuion Hand ,
: 2 hed been. to. delay the Americen forces until the artillery and §
| infantry units could camplete thair uithdraual towaﬁ&jﬁgggﬁg:"“"ftwni

~barg. {27} TS PR it e SN AT
"George" Company placed fire on Regenstauf until it was
‘ masked by ths advancing elements of "Easy" Compeny. "George"
CDmpany followed nEaafmﬁigzo‘ﬁégéﬁs%auf'g;maggdginghsﬁuﬁhd L FM*“T
partially destroyed bridge. (28) |
After the prisoners had been questioned by the S-2 in-
_ terrogab*on team it was learned that we had been held up by
a battery of Bamm guns,.a platoon cf mortars,'and approximately
150 Wehrmacht troops officered by SS troops. (29) We also
learned that the enemy had a limited supply of artillery and
mortar ammnition. (30) This was fortunate for the combat
5 _ beam because if the 88mm battery had had sufficlent smmuni-
""““"""“""’“"'51’55‘;?{'r:"'é6&1"’:‘1"“:%56"ﬁﬂ@m'wxmﬂ&'“mm for amuch
longer period of time and inflicted much heavier casualties.

(31)
The dameged bridge span was repaired by 2315 hours and
P R the pesl-of ths combab tesm.movad inte Regenstauf, (32) %_f
LG B sscurt vy -was-baken--over-by -the Ad Battallon of the léth D
Infentry and the unit bivouaced for the night, (33)
Early on the morning of the 25th April, 1945 the mission
of crossing the Danube River and assisting the 65th Division
in the capture of Regensburg was received by 718t Divislon
(27) Statement of Capt. Harry Goldman; (28) Statement of
Capts We D. Plorce; (20) (30) Personal knowledge; (31) ;
Personal knowledge; (32) A-2, p. 5; (33) Personal know- J
ledge. _ 5
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Headquarters Irdﬁ'thh'cdrpa; (34) actually thia operation

' "was but a contiﬂuation of our attack on Hsgenstauf. The ap-

L B AR R e £,
¥
($

proaches were cleared for the l4th Infantry to mcve om up - -
to the Danube River which was just 15 kilometers mwey from
' Regenstaul, However, thls movement to the Danube would pe= =

quire the screening of the area in our zone &ll the way to

i e, A7) IR Y

the ri’v-e-ré&;-:?";‘i'iarﬁ))mr'";m LA e £ S LA i S e " w1
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The Combat team was broken up at this point and the

l4th Infentry Regilment was assigned the mission of screening

the woods between Regenstauf and Regensburg. The right

was an irregular line extending from just north of Regen-
N stauf to the west edge c¢f Sulzbech on the Denube, The 5th
p Infantry regiment was on our left and the 66th Infantry on
our right. (36)
“ifhe 2d BEttalion 0f “thy 14tk Infentryowes given. the. —.. ... m
S ~—opporbundty- borest on-the-ndght-of the 24th-wad Lothe-—Tbey 1
Col. Phillip Brant called the Company and Special Unit Com-
manders together that night at 2330 hours where instruc-
tions were given for the next day's operations. These in-
mew“mnwww'structibha'ﬁesignéﬁgaﬁgreaa of reSponaibility For the screen-
ey (- operations ‘on-the next Gay; the Yine of deparvure wod the"
time of departure. (57)
The units of the 24 Battallion moved out at approzimately
0500 hours on the 25th of April. Just as the Companles were
forming to move to the I.P., two German planes strafed the i
town., This caused a slight delay'and'bhé'ﬁaﬁtalioﬁ was &

(34) A-3, p. 80; (36) Personal knowledge; (36) Personal
knowledge; (37) Personal knowledge.
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; River. At this time "George" Company and "Fox" Companies ;
S et Tllywere on tHe ilde, TTHeEw firing wes haar&"in'tnn“"ﬂﬁbrgw”“’*- ””“é““w~“”m
f£ Company area and a message was received by the "Fox" Com~ f
& pany Commander to hold up ‘his Gompanies' forward movemenb. i 1

This was done immediately and at nearly the same time a re-
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platoon flanking on "George" Company that enemy opposition |

consisting of approximately a squed of personnel supporting
a machine gun had caught the leading elements of "George" i
Company crbésihg'aﬁ open field. Sevaral men had been hi». gt
"@ox" Company Commander went forward to join the platoon o
leader of the flank platoon bounding on "George" Company.
Here it was learned that the enemy opposition was actually
as reported., Permisslon was asked of Battalion to flank

S

enemy position. "George" Company was notilied of “Fox

Company's intended movemant. One squad plus a light machine
gun flanked deep behind the enemy position only to find

they had just fallen back., (41) This seme type of opposi-

L I S T WS e e,

. ....tion was encountered later in the afternoon with approximate-

o T e N

1y the ssme results. The duty of "scout" in the rifle squads
was rotated frequently in all operations to improve and”
equelize the personal chances. It is belleved that the
present Infantry School doctrine of equal tralning as "geouts"

for all personnel in the squad proved its desirability in

operations of this type. (42) 1 |
The 24 Battallon pushed on into Tegerhheim on the Danube '

River just before dusk. Minor opposition in the form of
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over %o Regimental 8-4 and replacement vehicles wera re-

! @ - (e v VRIS | By e R A (e, S ok o) A 13 A '"““':‘;“ g T b
E“"“”"“"“ few minutes late in moving out, No casualties were receiv- }
!  ed in the 2d Battalion from this raid., However, one jeep %
i A =
| ST ;:ailarmumws'xhotaupmaﬁmbadlywthat they were turned 1.
| :
i P
K

quested. (38) It was necessary for "How" Company to re=-

arrange loads in one of the machine gun platoons to take
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Screenlng operations were an "SOP" operation in the
Battalion. Two rjfle companles on the line and the third _ e
rifle company in reserve., The frontage covered was so great
that it was necessary to attuch machine gun platopns.' The |
moétar ﬁiétbon }as ﬁsuélly kept ﬁhder Battallion control but
sometimes was attached to one of the companies. Due to the
fact that under most circumstances these screening operations
took place in wooded areas, tanks were usually kgpt under

s Pk et 4 WP R e L

attalion control and would move at the head of the organic

__transportation ofthe Battalion. They would follow along

;-

the best trall or road in the Battalion area by bounds., If
opposition was met that required thelr use the Battalion Com-
dmmander qu}q'send tham on up to this poigt_whara_thav Jonld. S g
come under control of the Company Commander in whose area |
they were needed. (40) _ , A
""" Bhe morning of the 25th of April found the 2d Battalion

following thls procedure throughout its operations. No op-

position was encountered during the morning but progress was
slow due to the heavily wooded nature of the area., The Bat-

taiion was about half way between Regensteuf and the Danube

(38) Personal knowledge; (39) Statement Capt. Brewer,
H. Co. Commander; (40) Personal knowledge.
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"sniper“ fire was encountered 1n thn outskirts of tha town.

£ T T A0 e B e 080

"us, One Germen soldier was kilfed 'and severel captured in w,;ﬁﬁtg_"

o s

the City Hall. The civillan population was qulte doclle

=~ and @ thotougn search was made in thie town to determine = ”“;
presence of soldiers or hidden weapons. (43) %
.. Beoh-oompany was-sssigned its seourity zone dnthe .. .. |
town and the Battalion settled down for the night. The 2d |
Eﬁﬁtalion uaed a syspemhof a Battalion all around defenae
when it was not able to tie in with the other Battallons .
of the Regiment on 2 continuous front. KEach company would
o keep two platbgné.onﬁline with skeleton crews manning auto - :
matic weapons, The balance of the units would sleep. These é
platoons would be rotated at three hour intervals during the ;
night sc as to give all an opportunity to rest. (44) ?
\mwTha_Danuha,zallaymiaﬂa.widamilat plaln that extends ..-- mf
across Bavaria, Anstria and thence to the Balkans, The %
valley 1s bounded on the noréhmby Q steep cliff that rapidly" g
drops to the Danube River. To the south extends a flat
plain thet is very sparsely wooded. The Danube River is deep %

v iy o e s e ok

and swift in this d¥es and {s néarly 150 yarda wide. The'
‘piver-is also a controlled stream similar to the Regen River
~ except- that 1t 1s much larger.

Up to this point I have attempted to give the reader

a view of the preliminery operations connected with the

actual crossing of the Danube River. The general nature _

of the proceedings in which the Battslion had been involved i

i

(43) (44) Porsonal knowledge. ;
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in leading up to the aotual oyaration of crosaing the rivur

. and.ramiliarity with the 0perating.pédcsdures or the Batn

— Lt A U

talion have been oovered. (45)

At this time the 2d Battalion of the 14th Infantry did

R I

e kit WA

e

’*“*ﬁﬁyssagﬁ*wuf"SGﬁi £l compenies uit

—Lro8sing in. fthe Bettalion ersas and to determine .ths -sulte-

1945 hours and returned at 2130 hours.n EEEWEQ%SGI“E;EMEEEE”M“

not know that this night of the 25th-26th of april would be
the time of crossing the Danube River. At 1930 hours a

i
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ing them that the river crossing would not occur until the
next day or night., With this in mind the companies pre-
paréd a hoﬁ méal and bedded down for the night., (46)
Tha Company Commander of-hFdx“'Gompanj reQuéstad“perQ o "%
mission of Battallon to operate ﬁ patrol i; £ﬁ; portion of
the Battalion's area that bordered the river, This per-
misslon was granted and the patrol was sent out. They had

the mlsslons of {lnding an assembly area for a possible

bility of roads leading Into 1t for two and one-half ton

englneer trucks. This reconnaissance party beceme familiar
wlith the area of the river front that was the responsibility

of the 2d Battallon to secure. Thls patrol went out at

returned to¢’ the Compary Commend Post and the report of their
activities recelved by Battallon Headquarters when a warn-
ing order was issued by the Regimental Commander to the ef-
fect that the 24 Battalion and the 3d Battalion of the l4th
Infantry were to cross the Danube at 0400 hours the next

morning. The 24 Battalicn would cross at Tegernneim and ;
(45) (46) Personsl knowledge. E
|
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move down the river to Barbing, seise this town and anchor
o the wlpghy Tiank of “the bridgehead bﬁ”th@'hi?é?ﬁjﬁbt”ﬁbﬁﬁﬁ;“""' :'g

e L S e e

et STUe st o (EntE town, T qhe 3d Battelicn would oross ﬁm VLG B R e o

in with the 2d Battelion just to the east of Barbing. The :
. 1lst Battallon would prepare to move from its present posi- |
S8 S T R.“F:%me 5 '... _ . i i-‘:’ SAT - ,'-.t"hr"f-".- __ Ir:- ‘:” .I;:‘. ' ’. . ,,, ;

¥ heim or Donaustauf in preparation to cross the river and
;? capture the alr field after initiel bridgehesd was estab-
”i?”' 1ished by 2d and 3d Battalions. (47)
‘The companles ol the 2d Baitalion were issued an alert
in the form of o warning order to make preparations within
thelr own commands for a crossing of the Danube at 0400
hours. The Company Commanders were directed to report to
Battalion Headguarters at 2300 hours. (48)
Due to the late arrivel of the Battalion at Tegernheim :
1% Had been lmpossible for the Battalion Gommsnder or Staff
tdnmaké ﬁ‘dAfiiéht fecoﬁﬂaishahde. Fof_éuch ﬁﬁ oégfatiéﬁ.
as this 1t is not only desired but 1s a necessity. It was ;
decided to asgsign general crossing areas to the two com- f
BB AR L Y &8 THEL Were LU eross tr-the tntttal- wave and -adlow - Sl
the Company Commanders to select the exact locatlons for
leunching sites and assembly areas, (49)
on the evening of the 25th of April a replacement
engineer officer was assigned to the platoon that was sup-
porting the 2d Battallon. He, of course, had little time
to familiarize himself with his command. This platoon had

(47) (48) (49) Personal knowledge.
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reoeivod haavy casualties tne arternoon or tha 24th or April

not only to peraonnsl but to equipmant. This orrieer was

hohin hiwe, win 2 B e - A B e | VR e e e g
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directad to assiat tha two cumpany commandera in tha selso-

tion of Launoning sites and aasembly areas., In addition it

wes necessary for him to chieck his own boat equipment in

]

preparation for crossing of the Danube. {80} eGP TR RS LT

. eSS e AT o PR ”ﬂ_,'ﬁ”,.ku,l\ !\-rmwmm

The company Commandsrs raported to Battallon Head- '

quarters at 2300 hours and the tenative plan of operation

..was glven by the Battelion Commander, This plan in general

28 soon as the boata raturned from the first wave, Thay :

was that "Easy" and "George" Companies would cross the rivenr
tngphéyliﬁ;gne weve at 0400 hours, "Easy" on thq.iqft agqul;'
"George" Company on the right. They would push up the far
bank of the river to the right until they reached the vicin-
i1ty of Barbing where the units would dig in and prepare

hasty defense positions extending from the first road junc-

tion east of Barbing through Barbing and there tie in on

" the south hank af the rivan 11151- egnf Qj_‘ y euzl'w_, Tb_e ol ok R

limiting point between Compenies was to be the main street

that ran north through Barbing. "Fox" Company would cross 'f
would follow JEasy" Company at about 400 yards and cover

the open left flank of the Battalion. In addition "Fox™
Company would send out a patrol and maintaln contact with

the &d Bat£éiion on the lefﬁ. Upoﬁ.arrival of the leading
elements of the Battallion on the limit of the bridgehead
Ypox! bompany would prepare a defense in depth to the rear

of "Basy" Company paying apecial attontion to the left £lank

(50) Personal knowledge.
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of the Batialion, "How" Uompany would attach one platoon
~of mathine guns to "Easy" Company and bﬁé"t&““ﬁeﬁr'g‘o“' Com~
~ peny. The 8lmm mortars would go into position on the north
bank of the river snd support the Battalion until ranga |
“"became too great to give adequate support. They would then
displace to the south bank of the river and select adequate
_positions ©o give support Yo the asback.  Ankl-bemk plgiesi’ o
and attached tank destroyers would take up positions on
o ... the noxrth siéeipf th_r%yar and would not be dlsplaced for-
. e ward untll the bridge was placed in operstion by the en-
gineers, - Artillery preparations would not be fired, becauaa (A
secrecy was desired in the initial phaae of the 0parstion. .
4.2 mortars and field artillery forward observers would ac-
company the two leading compenies. Ammunition and pioneer
platoon would maintain carrying partlies between the am~
munition points of two leading compsnies and Battalion am-
minttion supply point. The Babballon Comiand Fost would "~ -
remaln on the north side of the river until Barbing was
captured, at this time it would move to the road junction

524, Battallon observation post would move about 200 yards

to the rear of "George" Company. Ald station would rermain
in the vicinity of the crossing area on the-north side of
the river, It would not displaca forward until bridge was
in operation.. (61)

The Battallon Commander and the S-3 checked assembly
areas and launching sites that had been selected by the Com-

pany Commanders and approved them. The routes of approach f
(51) Personal knowledge.
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__for the englneer boat trucks were adequate for. a. night Repa LS

operation but had very’littla cover, One. hungred yardg from
the river bank thare was an old levee that did give some
cover from smell arms fire and since the operation was tak-
ing place under the concealment of dackness the risk was
taken' (52) PR, T A ANl s
¥ f; Tne cowﬁany Cormandd?a were dismisded to Neturn~to ™
thelr orgenizations to make final preparations for the

“crossings. However, all were informed to give thelr enlist-

"it was-expacted that the morning would bring a hard time for
all concerned, (53)

The Battalion was Infomed by Regimental Headquarters
at approximately 0200 hours that they would receive only
about half of the asgault boats that had been expecued. This
had been brought about by the transfer of some of the 14th il
Infantry Regiment's engineer support to the 5th Infantry
Regiment., (54)

Thls change entalled the subsequent altering of the Bat-

o B0

e SREAOR 8 RLan of operation... fhe.Babtalinn el Lo Be B omioimon.

Smith, contacted the Gompany Commandera and Staff, notify-

ing tham to report to Haadquarters immediately. The change
in'ﬁlahs was actually very minor. "Fox" Company belng the
smallest rifle company ln the Battalion was assigned to
cross as o unit in.the first wave while the "Easy" and
"George" Companies would follow them in that order. "How"
Company would attsach one platoon of machine guns to "Fox"

(52) Personal knowledge; (53) Personal knowledge; (b4)
Statement Lt. Col., B. S. Halter, Regt. Executive Officer,
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Company instead of to "George" Company. “deorge" Company
“would become reserve Company for the Battalion and after
erossing the river behind "Easy™ Compeny would teke over the =~

mission of protecting the Battalion's left flani which would
be open until "Love" Company of the 3d ﬁafﬁalién tied in
on the left side of the bridgehead. "Fox" Company was
directea tc Tmove out to- thew}aunching aite in auffiuianu
time to leunch the asaault‘boata at 0400 hours and the
other rifle compenles were to follow at ten minute inter-
vals in the order of thelr subsequent crossing. (55)

CZlthel "Fox" ‘Compeny Commander made a hasty chesk of the
crossing site with the englneer platoon leader and exact
launching positions were selected for the assault boats,

The engineer platoon leader informed the "Fox" Company Com-

mander that sufficient engtneers were not available to handle

the unloading of the assault boata or to row them back e

the south ‘§las of "the Danube afiter Luw crossing had-been
made, This caused some consternation, beceuse "Fox" Com-

peny's strength was low and personnel could not be spared

to return the assault boats after tha crosaing had been made,

wpifd b ! o il ot e v d b e Al ot 1 A T R e T | TR

The Battalion Commander, Lt. CDl. Phillip Brant was con=-
tacted and asslstance was irequested,  Col. Brant ordered

"George" Company to furnish ten men to the engineers to

help them with the handling of the assault boats, (56)

The night of the 25th-26th was overcast and it was
difficult to meke a satisfactory reconnalssance. The site

selected for the launching of the asseult boats was a small

(55) (56) Personal knowledge.
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lagoon that, according to the map,”emptiad_into tha'Dannhq_”

AT S M b e

Ty ~about 400 yarda to the aoutheaat. Thia proved 1ncorrsct

W i 1 . ke e P A A A W A

latar, bacause a amall neck oi land cut 1t off from the ri-

Tk AR Al

~ver proper, However, at this time neither the rifle company
commander nor the engineer officer were aware of this fact, |

This error in reconnaisaance later delayad the crossing of %

CRCT L T

o o g el e S

e ”#ux” Gompety ari-cTised the Butbalion to move the 1aunching
site down the river approximately two hundred yards., (87)
The first unit to cross the river movad out of Tegern- o
heim for the launching site at 0330 hours. They errived at
‘this Jocation at about 0340 houﬁu. edi&te contact was Sk
made wlth the englneers who had moved thelr two trucks within
150 yards of the leunching site, The 65th Division on the
right flank of the 7lst was shelling the area to the west
of Regensburg at thls time so the movenent.of-the enginsezgl— - -y~
trucks was made under the cover of the nolse from the
artillery flre. The engineers with the assistance of the
"George" Company personnel unloaded the boats and "Fox" Com-
pany moved them down to the launching sites, loaded and pre=-
“"@ﬁhﬁd“térﬁﬁéh e i Rk T T e S s S Y R
The assault boats pushed out irom the north bank at
0400 hours and started up the lagoon for the river. The Com-
pany moved in a column of platoons with the attached machine
guns bringing up the rear. (58) '
The first platoon after moving 400 yards found that :

they had run into an embankment and thaet the lagoon did not

T e oy T

empty into the river as had been flrst thought. Lt. Barstow,

=

(57) (58) Ppersonal knowledge. !
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the first platoon 1aader, aignalad the Company Gammander
to movg qn up to where the first platoon had run aground,

Upon arriving at thia position the Commander of "Fox!" Com~

RS I SRS 8 U st adah ma ) ander v ot e i peh

R

pany dirscted the timst “platoon to “portage thein assault

boats across the embankment and to hold up their movement
to the south slde of the river until the other platoons

could move out with them. This movement was made with as

o nm%ﬁsr@a'anwn&imﬁ&mmﬁtcvm¥hﬁ:@lﬁ*ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁm
reached the south side of the river with no further mishap
end the movement had stlll not been discovered by the Ger-
mansg. The shelling by the 65th Infantry Division was still
continuing and this probably masked whet noise had been made
in the portage and crossing. (59)

"Fox" Company pushed beyond the scuth bank of the river
for a distance of about two hundred yards where they stopped
and reorganized for the movement towerd Barbing. Barbling
was to the southwest of the river. The Company Commander

formed his unit into a formation of two platoons on the line
with the 3d platoon in reserve following the 2d platoon at
a distence of 150 yards, thus covering his open left flank,

- The- Gonpany. 14.ght Maohine @S Were abbached Lo-the B8 pla- - -
toon while the 60mm mortars were kept under company control |
to follow the two leading platoons at a dlstance of 250 .
yards, The "How" Compeny guns were attached one sectlon te = °
the first platoon and one to the 3d platoon. The Company

Command Post was to follow the two leading platoons at a

_Qistance of 300 yards and keep in contact with the obsarva-

(59) Personal knowledge.
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““ftion“paat“by'menna of radio. The observation post wia to

move between the lst and 2d platoons.h Radio silence was

“ lifted upon reaohing ths aouth bank of the river and con-

tact was made with Battalion Headquarters. (60)

"Easy" Company moved sacross the river behind. "Fox" Come
pany with little delay, meking contact with the Command Post
group of that company soon after gaining the south bank of

g

mm R iﬁ"ﬁ. 8w &ﬂr .nt-ﬂ.dai."’w?ﬂ‘fk -'W‘I;-M* TR Y mmmw W

the river. The Company immedlately formed into an echlon

to the left formation sending out contact patrols to "Love"

Company on the right, Contact was mede 1in a very short
time and the advance was started, Soon scouts from both

"Basy" and "Fox" Companies made contact with the enemy who

were 1n hastlly prepered positions. These positlons were

rapidly overrun and the advance continued. Very little
firing hed taken place in the 2d Battelion area due to the

fact that the enemy were apparently sleeping in thelr holes

“and had been taken completely by surprise. These positions

were thought to have been an outpost line. Two enemy had

been killed in the "Fox" Company area and ten taken prisoner;

had been received by either Company. (61)

As soon as the boats returned from transporting "Basy"
Company, 'George" Company loaded up and pushedhorf. Upon
reaching the south side they lmmedlately moved into an as-

sembly area, reorganized, and sent out contact patrols to=-

ward "Eesy" Company. Having the mission of covering the .

(60) Personsl knowledge; (61) Statement Capt. Harry
Goldman,

Company who had crossed to the east of them.and = "Foxﬁ-“ o
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left flank of the Battalion this Company notified "Easy"

oAl Gompany that they were now 1o position to tuke over that
responsibility and would meke contact with-tie 34 Battalion
on the 2eft, (62) : VTN Ll "”-?'

e T e e st i

The advance section of the communication platoon of

Headquarters Company followed "George" Company across the §

river and wire -eommunications were impediately, abarhed fAls . wwri

IR A s 6T e e e e BTG B

ward to both "Fox" and “Eaay Companies, A forwerd Command

Post was set up in the 1anding area.

"Fox" Company after meeting light opposition about 400
yards from thelr 1anding area-cdhtinued ite advance uaward
1ts portion of the Battalion objective. Control was dif— .
ficnult due to the darkness and alsc to a heavy river fog
which had settled in the river bottom. The combination of
these two factors mede the advance very slow. Contact was
_lost with the fleld artillery forward observer's party soon
_afker 'the SLeRtiengammenty | UE Wee LSNeETIERINNCTRE SN
the darkness they had lost contact with the rifle company
observation post group and had wandered over into the "Easy"
Company area. Lt.lPearaon, the forward observer, and his
erew wera picked“ﬁﬁ"bj”tﬁégcommhhd'Pbéf"éiﬁﬁbnd?'”ﬁﬁéy“W06m; '
pany and were then able to make contact with "Fox" Company

by redlo. However, this dld not occur until after 0500

hours. The fact that 1t was necessary for the forward ob
servation party to hand carry their SCR610 radio made 1t
difficult for them to keep up with even a slowly advancing

rifie compeny, In tne paat SCR5656 rauioa had been borrowad
(62) Statement Cept. W. B. Plerce.
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ﬁfhfﬂéﬂfiéiﬁ ﬁrtillery personnel frdm the Infanbry Bétééiiénﬁ
so that they could operate a flre control net with the SCRELO

~ which would "be kept on a vehicle and moved as olose to the

aupportedﬂ}nfantry units as possible, The damp undergrowth
of the ri@er bottom had so interferred with SCR536 communi-
cations that this former method had had to be dispensed

Radio communication with the SCRS636 continued to be

difficult throughout the early morning until the sun had hed

an oppertunity to dry the undergrowth., However, the bat-
talien SCR30C nets gave very good service through the entire
operation. Wire communications with the two leading com-
panies was gained by 0500 hours and maintained through the
rest of the actlon except for several short periods of

tlme., (64)

The movement in the "Easy" Company zone of advance pro-
ing on somewhet higher ground where the river fog did not
hamper control and where the area was free of underbrush.

The scouta of "Ragy" Gommany again made contact with
the enemy at Oséonhéura.. Thia position aaemed tbqﬁ;_baaed
on two machine guns and a ground mounted 20 mm. AA gun. The
forward movement of the two leading platoons was stopped.
Capt. Harry Goldman moved into a position from which he was
able to observe the location of the enemy entrenchments and

by use of his 60 mm, mortars and attached machine guns was

able to place fire on thelr poslitlons thus giving his two

(63) (64) Personal knowledge.

,greaaed more rapldly due to the facts that they were operat-
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forward platoonﬁ the opportunity to work 1n claas and a8-

aault,tho_guns.. "Easy" Company knocked out these positions

eapturihémmr%ry‘ﬂﬁ!ﬁﬂ' ot 5 %&H%thQ‘-._TMwomlgugg“ 2l o e

: amounted to four men wounded; By this time dawn had broken

and visibility in the arsa was very good, Capt. Goldman
reorganized and pushed his Company on into the eastern out-
__skirts of Barbinn;ggere heavy salper angmﬁggomﬁgig‘gqggén ity
fire were met., (65)

"Fox" Company had continued its move toward the west
with 1ittle oppusition. @Geveral Germens-were plcked-up -
out of prepared positions dbut they had shown littla or no
desire to fight, By 05630 hours dawn hed brcken and the
company was within 150 yards of Barbing and the "Red Ball
Highway". The ground fog was lifting and observatlon had

improved to the extent that hastily prepared positions were

seen to the immediate front. Nearly simultaneously enemy

: naﬁh-ne gun and 20 m,-fire - opaned up-from- these- gasitions.

tions, The machine gun fire hit several of our scouts and

personnel in the leading platoons. Machine gun fire sup-

e s A
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ported by rifle and B AR “T1re Prom-the ‘Teading plaboong o= <t

these weapons the forward movement was continued. The as-
sault fire of the advancing troops succeeded in pinning the
Germanse in their positions and forcing them to 11ft thelr

fire to the extent that we were able to close with theme

Lb. Fellx Gossam of the 2d platoon with carbine fire and

(65) 8tatement Capt. Harry Goldman.

e e R i

Lo g et et v S Jau- m--\-'li";'.’.-dnv

e
SR TEIEL 3 T At o

Lo AT - ---Tn m T
e b S AW S | w&wmwnm e bl ey er £, | W U1
§

A et o s e W r Y i

TSN W\?ﬁn- WL

. was placed on the positions. Under cover of the fire from . . |

Lt SN T 1

&"J"v':.‘-_..a.a-_—_.'—m

"

e P R P A P g T e

LA

:

')



‘hend sranades was able to successfully knock out £ne_20.mm.
a i et gun. CHLS platoan Worked into ‘the Uermsn positions on ita SIS
flanks, assaulting them with small arms fire and hand gre-
nades drlving the enemy in thelr sector out of thelr holes,
forcing those to surrender who would and killing the ones
‘.“ ,,., ,',.._ i ;;MW_'}& 'ogldnu Tha"lat platoon reachqgi;ﬁk}'g‘ .?,EEW w;.}igna e i ,
to the right simultaneously and engaged them in a serious |
hand to hand fight., This fight lasted for sbout five
minutes before the Germehs decided that it was time tuv-zur-
render. Simultaneously with the action of these twe pla-
t,oons the 3d platoon was ordered to move into the tewn end
work down the main street to where "Fox" Compeny was to
tie in with "Easy" Company. They immediately ran into
stiff opposition and had difflculty gailning the first sev-
~eral houses at the edge of town, (66)

T b ey e

~ The enemy resiatance along tné "Red 3511 Road™ had 7

Al e b

WAL et s

ceased but still the 1lst and 2d platoons were harraaaed with
long range 20 mm, fire from the alrport to the southeast i
of Barbing. Also at this time the company started receiv- I
ing 68 and 40 mm, Tire Trom tim Same position. (€7) - = v
The lst and 34 platoons were ordered to start improv-
ing the captured positions and to prepare for a counter at-
tack from the direction of'tﬁe air field. Reports from the
platoon leaders showed that we had had five men killed and
ten wounded., A Company aid station was set up in the base-

ment of a house on the outskirts of Barbing and the wounded

=t

were moved into this location. It was impossible to evacu-
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(66) (67) Personal knowle e, :
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? musﬁé'fhém“uﬂdhfhﬁﬁé fire that was being raoeivad and the :
' Battulfon ald stabion was still on bae norti side of the. ;
iretinses "“"”"'“5:“{%31-:"”' g i s e CRSSR RS v....,.».“.li‘

The 5d platocn contacted the Company Commender and
asked lor assistance. One squad from ﬁhe <d platoon snd a
s _“mA”  light machine gun squad were 1mmed1ately dispatched to their 4
1o s o "‘I‘!’U’M:.%I‘, *r.m'}r“wa'mfmw*dm"m Fo 70D 5% e 4 S *“4'
clent and the balance of the 2d platoon was sent to help in
the cleaning out of the town. (69)
In the meantime the "Easy" Company personnel had suc-
ceeded in taking thelr portion of the town end the tw¢ come
panies tlied in together at the main intersection in Barbing.
The casualties in "Rasy" Company amounted to three men kill-
ed and seven wounded, (70)
The enamy up - to thls time had lost 250 men captured,

kB e e

w40 killed and the number wounded ‘amounted T 40 or 1 A
~Inoluded in.the zpoup -eliminated. was.the.Commend East group. ... . ...
of the alrport defense who had been nnable to escape f{rom
town due to our rapid and sudden attack. The Commanding
Officer, a German SS colonel, was killed along with several

of his ataff when thay made a final stand in their Command

T Po.st.;...,_( 371 ),.._ o S A S B S T 5 o e b % L B W

It was just previous to: the folding of resistance In
the town that we were able to get artillery fire on the
alr port from which we had been receiving a great deal of
fire, Our forward observers in both "Easy" and "Fox" Com-

panies were able to get the maessed fire of Division artil-

(68) (69) Personal knowledge; (70) 8tatement Capt. Harry

Goldman; (71) Personal knowledge. ;
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“}"m‘"**““”““““iﬁwymplaewﬁ"on the German positions. This fire soon silenc- =
' ed the (fermans end emisssries under a white flag cume ror- RS

B S 7 B ”Fox”‘ﬁompany'iihéa to ask for penmisaion to

T TN TR TSRS ey s A R Iea,

aurrender. The surrender was accapted by the "Fox" Oompany
Commander and two hundred German air force personnel march- ;
ed in from the airport and were taken into. cuatody. (72) i

o m it o Mo YOTS BEIIL Te0oTVANG some S0aEfAnen.fAze fnetEA. -
i town of Kreuzhof which was located to our right front Just
on the bank of the Danube. Artillery, 4.2 Chemlcal mortar
fire and direct fire from the tank destroyers and anti-tank
guns soon had this small group of buildings burning. A
patrol from "Fox" Company moved into this group of buildings
agalnst no opposition and set up a defensive position secur-
ing the right flank of the bridgehead on the Denube River.
("73)
By LOUO hours the bridgehead was completely ‘secure and
b e ses s yio QperafiQnm.mﬂxﬁ“mﬁllmunﬂﬂnwﬂayﬂnnwthemﬂnginﬁan,hriﬂgemrhatmwﬂmwm“mq;
was being bullt in the 1l4th Infantry area. Even though
progress had advanced to this phase in the operestion the
founded men had not been evacuated from the Company ald sta-
tions of Lne front line Companies. The Iact that an advanc;muwwwuun
s e . =BG GRLON. 0F £the Rattellon gid atatlion Bad. Rot-DEon —Bar b  man o e
across the river greatly handicapped the evacuation of the
wounded. (74) '
The Battalion Command Post and ald station moved into

Barbing at 1200 hours. The wounded American snd German

SGIdiérs were ovacuated to the rear at this time. So ends :
4
%
(72) (73) ({74) Personasl knowledge. :
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B s phase in which the 2d Egttglion Was involved 1n thia o g
operation. (75) | E

Sy ANALYSIS AND GRITIOISH 1%

Aa I look back on this operation 1t is quite”;éﬁggeﬁiﬂ._wmhwnﬂé

to ne thet the higher command in the American forces was

et T a

quite aware of the fact that Germen resistance had fallen
to pieces and 1t was just a matter of occupation of territory i
R R T '”mamWWamu f)"l*“é”'.‘,faﬁ ‘M";‘ﬁ@ﬁ‘té‘ﬁ“' P T L e "“‘""“""*""‘-“-'*"-‘f'
With this in mind 1t becomes quite apparent to a reader |
.why many priﬁbiﬁies'of war were disregdrded'by Gomﬁanding =
officers., In the rapid crossing of the Regen River by the
14th Infaﬁtry mahy obvious errors were made., If was deem~
ed more essential to maintain rapid movement toward the
Denube and by doing so violate such principles as:adequate
assembly areas for the cbnssing,"mbvemant of troops without
cover or concealment under artillery fire, end many ‘others,
"w”But still we qut ‘remember that if the disorganized enemy
had been given the opportunity to reorganize-gﬁéhabstwiﬁh'JM'”“m""m
1ife would have no doubt been greater than it actually was.
S0 the relentlessness on the part of the higher commanders

in dviving the troope continually forward did pey off in

lives saved in the 1ong run.

1 AW S, e b T . i e T 4

However, 1n such operations adequate maps shOuld be
furnished front line units. The error in the 1/100,000
map which was used in crossing the Danube might have proven
to be much more serious than it was if enemy units had been

- more alert. Also, time must be given so adequate daylight

(75) Personsl knowledge.
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_reconnaiaaance can be made by front 11ne commanders. At fm;;fmm_mJ;

e

e Al R Ak

this time maps can be checked for accuracy by cumparison
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with the ground. 7 s e e B
In the movement of the combat team behind the 3d Cavalry

g;ogphreinforced toward the southeaat we see the results of

S s T E

g8 a team to achieve a jolnt goal, The reinforcement of
ﬁﬁe'daﬁélry groupmgave 1t éiééllent striking pdﬁéf;"m
Operations following the pattern of those 'that have
been related in this monograph require that an ﬁﬁganization
have good communications. This requires that personnel must
noq‘gply be trained (v) tne utmosc in the operat¢on of tne

different means of communication, but must be thoroughly

acquainted with the capabilities of these means, This 1s

--rof 1imited ko operabing persommel wll ki vuaweurdeatdhe I 0T

platoons but must include all commanders, The ldea that
a unit is only as efficient as its communications has cer-

tainly proven 1ltself to be undenigble., However, 1t 1s felt

..that the field artillery should equip its forward observers

with a more mobile set that can be easlly carrled in attack.

The desirability of uniform tralning of all rifle

platoon personnel in the duties of security elements 1s

now a requiremenflgf“tne Infantry. This should ilmprove | 1
morale in units and equalize the opportunities of personnel
ty this hazardous duty. The losses received by the security
elements of the front line companies were heavy considering

the type of opposition belng met at this time. This could

§ oF
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be either caused by the excellent dglgw;ng tactica uaed by s
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" tne German soldiers or *’rom the laclc or good tl‘aining cn

25} ety oty e et gt 1 e s 58 bk 1R 0 p 1 e s R 85 e e iy S v S S e e o S e o D SO

tha part of the American soldiara. It is of my opinion

that it was due to a combination of both of tha above rea-

S 21 e e B o b £ B4 i oo .:,.'ii'..:"-" o ,.'_ a Fent RS A h £ e T L e e i 4 v g 8 08, ok A R4 e ok i e 1 0
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The use of artlillery in a rapid moving situation such
as the movement of the combat team from Amberg to Regensteuf
is of a minor nature, However, the preparations fired in

AR T s 2 “&b?ua#ﬁ&ult ag,rp{t.a JJJS.. Regen., RYvon.. were. afx gzz«m& mr’m&mae- B
to the infantry units., In additlon the use of smoke on
the high-ground scuth of Regenstaul was of great assistance
in blinding enemy obserVation. Perhaps the maasing of the
divislon artillery fired on the eir field at Regensburg
would better show the great value of the ebility of a di-
vision to mass 1ts fires and the results that can be gainad.
In turn we can point to the Iire of the German 88mm battery
and from our experlence with it at Regenstauf we see that
1f propor-dlspersion huad not been used: La "Fox" Gompany,

A e e e

“casualties might have been heavier ‘than those actually sug-

AR P WAL, S oo e A

tained,
In the operatlon Ilnstructlon given beflore crossing the

Danube a sound plan of avacuation and medical support was

Y i T 4 et e B 4 v s

not set forth, A conﬁnande'i WAL pLAn Sa any eventuality

b s e 4 T Y- . R RN A .

and inatigate me asures to ‘insure evacuation of woundad
personnel immediately.

New commanders of all grades must be given the opportun-
ity to orient themselves with their commend, The manner
in vhich the new officer commanding the supporting englneer

platoon was pushed into combat was not an exceptional case.
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T Mhese instances when forced by circumst;;;;;”ahouldfbami;;t.mm 'T
to a minimum. é

T e G G T = RRSSAHEE s 5 *“““?
The lessons that have been amphasized in thia operation %

g

are mostly those that have been taught to us in the military
schools of our country--long before we entered combat. How-

1
'5'
¥
‘
|

i AY8Ey many. Were: reemphasized during those AYR 0fwBOMDAL ma mrr e
ls Night reconnaissance for river crossing sites are
not adequate, The "Fox" Company patrol and_the "Fox" Come
peny Commender were unable to select proper sites,
2. Meps can ﬁot-be'téﬁsfedmat ail ﬁiﬁés;‘ Aﬁiﬁgiﬂre-
conﬂaiasance of the area must be made. This was shown in
the error made in selecting the lagoon as 2 lsunching site,
de. The element »f surprise cfbten timss muy outw;igh'“"'“"“““*
the other principles of war, This 1s exemplified by the
immediate crossing of the Danube on the night of the 2B5thks -
”§§pg_gf_ﬁpqi;,ﬂ_mm_wmmwwwmﬂwﬂmv,nmmmwmw»m~»wmwww-~---i““““””“”""”'w”
4, Relentlessness in the pursult certainly character-
izes a successful operation of this nature. This 1s quite

typicel of the actions of the &d Army throughout the central

”Gefﬁﬁn campaign.
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5. Gavalry units reinforced with additional fire

ar— e r—p | e g g | BN v 10 A b S e A

power and mobile infantry are excellent troops for a pur-
suit operation, This is typified in the use of the 3d
Cavalry Group reinforced in this operation,

6e The SCRS36 when used within 1ts capsbilities is
an excelient radlo set, However, it 1s imperative that '

limiting fectors in 1ts usage be known to all,
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 7.“ The 303610 ia an exeellent radio, howaver 1ta
weight is a handicap to the forward observers. An anxiliary g
e
¥
P"

" means of comunication such as a SCR536 net between the SCR-

610 end forward observer iz essentiel, - : ;

8e All riflemen should receive equal training as
scouts and this job should be rotated frequently. E
L4 RN I‘HrmH m‘ﬂrﬂﬂ

AR e e R N RV S TR RS & ARt Aol TrROn THe tasetin by |

the German soldiers in delaying action, Their ability to
select good positions for such operations and then success-

fully withdraw after forcing us to fully deploy is certain-

1y oukstanding,
10, Where the opportunity presents itself replacement

officers or men should be pgiven the Opportunity to orient

11, When moving a unit through artillery fire it must

“rherremembeited Uhiet ~dispersion of personnel and repidity.-ef - -

e come sensVement - are- essentd sl - oo e SR AN e
12, Use your artillery to the utmost. It will often
times force a tired and defeated enemy to surrender thus
iy _taking an objective by fire. TR el
e e = moreema sy o} B The-Batbalion. ald statlon must.be-kept well LoPw ..
ward in an attack to glve rapld and efficlent services to
the attacking units,
14, Evacuation 18 a major problem in a river crossing ;
and provisions must be made for its rapid end efficient ac=- &
compli shment, 8
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