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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2D BATTALION, G58TH INFANTRY
(90TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT THE OUR RIVER OROSSING
STOUBACH, IUXMVBOURG, 29 JANUARY 1945
(REINTLANYD cu-mzr‘n)
(Personal experience of the B Compeny Commander)
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Captain Bugene N, Axtell, Infantry
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THE OPTAATIONS OF 5D BATTALION, HESTE
INPANTRY, (90TH INFANTRY DIVISION)

| - g B g TR A e b kL bl rhag Xl S D

AT WER OUE RIVER GCHOSBING, BTOUEACE,”
LUXEMBOURG, 29 JANUARY 1545
© (RETNULAND CAMPAIGH) e e ik
(Personal experience of the B Company Soumander) imd
ORIENTATION e T
This monograpi covers lhe operations of the 2d Battslion, 3H8%th

Infantry, 90th Infentry Division, in the croséing of the OUR RIVTR,

STOUBACH, LUXSMBOURG, 29 Jenusry 1945, durin: the Htet-daus—ef-—the

RHINFLAYD CAIPAIGN, }
= |
A Dbattalion 1s the basgle tactical unit, It is the emallest unit _
L B L TETN b (L
with & complete staff; reinforced, i1t is cspable of accompliehing any
type of misgiong and 1t hee the capncity of withholding o reserve of = LA TR ST e
2 3
adequete size 1o swing the tide of combat, The actionsg of the 24 ° ;
: 4 e AT LT SRR WA & o B
___ TDabtallon, .'7'5 th Infentry, subsequently relsted, "nn'lvzad nnd raviewed i
covering the above mentioned operation will very vividly iliustrate o g
these caphbilities, ﬁ

When troops of the United Stetes FIRST ARMY inveded the beaches

f NORMANDY on 6 June 1944 elements of the 90th Infentry Division were

TIET R e ot i | e

+tvched to the 4th Inantr? Division for the assault landing, and the

- . Ml R
B T 1 T TR LS, S e

_m_m_mhmmmea.;_..mm -W.D.m.lj..u_,g ‘t.-wo. (1) 1ike 80 “many othe T e et ;

diviqions tf}e '?O*h m.-"\de mistpkas hut eventrmllv thev atarted rolling,

When the THIRD ARNY becume oper ational on 1 Auguat 1944 the QOth waa R
part of that soon to be famous MPATTON'S THIRD ARMY", (2) The monthe i

of August, September, October and November found the 90th moving relent-

T I —

Ldesaly Tastward slugging 1t out with the best the German Army had to offer,
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: v’mh&d SIRGFRIDD. I.mm o DILLINGEN, GBRMANY,- howcver o P e :}wmw
ths division was forced to withdravw beceunse of ths moun ting Garman
offensive in the ARDENVES sactor. . (See. Map &) Untid B January 1948 v Al RS

the 90th remained in the area between the SAkﬁ And MOSELLE RIVERS

praven t*ng the enemy in that ares from reinforcing the counter-
offensive in the North, quovar on the 6th and 7th of January the

division moved North to en assembly area in the wvieinity of ARLON

-
.

in .M“JI o (2) (See Fap A) Two dave later the divislow wan conmitied

to reduce the German galisnt Southescet of BASTOMND end to drive the

I e T ——

enemy ‘bacw Yhroush TETGIUM ard ITVIMEOURG into OREANT. . (4) . By iue

26th of January the 90th was ﬁtandinr nn_?ﬁgwﬁ}rashho]d_pf GRRMATY ) "'"'% ]

£% the corridor where IU [BOURG, ETLGIUM and GERMATY form a Jjuncture i

end. Ahrovgh which the Geramwag liand ridden roughshod. in 1940 and more: . RN £ :
shi wemsi we X BN EIY L The Treakthrotgh, - (5) (8as Mo ). g“ T

T HWT“H}LL_ SITUATION ,.

Tue 26th of Jamuary 1945 foand the T IRD ARMY disposed on a line
' running xenerslly North and South Yetween ST, VITH and SAARLAUTERN-- |

a distance of approximately ninety-seven miles--And on the hill nags

of the DINKIRCH-ST, VITH road, . (See Mep B} MHIRD ARMY wagmow . woww orossssopesiosss

AT and 90th Infantry Divisiens amd. the: 303k Armerelt hled shogs: Sl gEior i e
Corps with thie 17th Alrborne and 6th Armored Diviglons; the XII
Corps comprised of the 4th Armored, 5th, 76th and B0th Infantry é
Divisions; and XX Corve with the Jrd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 26th, E

94th.nsd 96%h Infentry Divisions, (Bee len B).2"
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as infentyy aa thelr vehleles hnd either been dentroyad-or‘ﬂbnﬂddﬂéﬁ"
for lack of gdaoline. (11) (SeerMaﬁ B)

Since landing in WORMANDY the 90th had Jought for 234 days with'
little or no reat, and losses had been e¥tremaly heavy, 'ﬁeplaeemants
were constantly being roceivad, but prectically all key personnel h

heen loet, Due to the exytreme westher tonditions during the months

|
} of December snd Januery snd constant exposiré to the elements, morale
oo i ONY RQRGAS WAs for frop hieh, Suoplies wers harely adecuate and
PR AR opr 20 et W MR VAT ey it
5 it

most of the rifle compenies had been existing on K-rations for several

' weeks, On the other hend the_G rmans had suffered tewr ?ﬁé”f&éﬁéa'éha"'““" T %

® - were not anywhore near normel strength, In addltion, =g mentioned E

3 earlier, the enemy facing the 90th were fighiting a new kind of action; E

e

| “that of the ‘doughvoy, - ‘There coﬁld be néd doubt tikt the comlat efficiency s E

of the Americans was fur sugvrior to that of the Germsns, (12) E

In accordance with the Corps order the 90th Divigion; comnanded ?

by Major Generel Jameg A, Ven Fleet, destined to become a Corps f

} SV Gommndey -a few dayg-ioler;eedeatec Lo/ attanl vlti-20 . daslnante ohraast, N.WH¢MWMM.E

F"M:m-::"::-”::':.7.1‘ ':_-.".‘_"‘"4‘- LB R O T g E”"‘ "356n‘:‘é“‘"&r‘ﬁ%i?‘*‘s“*uvuwt‘m%‘? —?’-I—m*«w--ge&m--- bl sl oty ﬁ.___-m_.,__:f_

E ‘the High *1ourﬁ Bast of thalrivnr, (Sea qu 0) The 159th Infnntry waq | E
.} in ‘reserve, (13) &

DISFOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 368TH INFANTRY g

Since agsisting in the reduction of the German salient Boutheast |

of RASTOGNE the 358th Infantry had weded Bastward through snow iwo fest E

E

e den ol i

deep, warnitis itself where it cofild no freezing winde numbed hands rnd

(10) statement of Lt, Col. Jacobd W, Henlke, Jr. (formerly Colonel

' commanding the B58th Infantry and st present on Gubty at TI8) A T e

Personal knowledge
Pergsonal knowledg
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e e Erontiy o R4Bth L BROLh.. %h.r.?mwr, ABth ;- _
79th, 130th, 9th, 362nd, 277nd, 212th, 11th Panzer, 416th, 7A9th, and

RAOth, 98K Pnﬁmhuhy-..__

the T47th. 1t wae estimsted that these unite totaled approximitely.
4;3&00 corbat effectives, (6) The Army -2 further 'e'stimate& that in

view a't thp i‘act that the enenmy lhiad now assumed s defensive attiteae 7= =t

on this front, and also had moved most of the Panzer Divisions to the

Zast, that he would coniimie to maintein a defensive attitude through- |

ouk the West as long as tha situstisn in the Bast remcined eritical, (7)

THIRD ARMY was now poised to st'r‘_ij:ce into the German homeland and
) “orders were lssued €6 contimie the attack on 29 Jamisry to £he Bast
and bYreach the SIMGFRITD LIWM. (8) ST el .
General Iaii:m].et_c.n, comnanding the VIII -Corps, formalated his-plane - L
tox e abieck - whbh the S5k Diviston on-the Teft; she 90EH R R
- - ight, fellowed respectively by the 95th, w‘"ic‘-* hﬂd bmn orr;orsd te :
move Worth to VII1 Corps control, and the 4th Divieion, After a
certain advence the 90Oth was to form a defensive flank to the right K
and the 4th Division was to pass through and do the same farther to
the Bast,  The 95th wns $o.pase through the 87ih whan the atbor-Sasame ML =m0 10 v
o Alred snd \-xo_ulj,l,_nr.i‘* nu-,a ..... the . ad t‘wm. n u,.c?. tm. wpdp-pd. bl Dmgye B R uar. Lot e o T
S et . AR B ’ L A
on right into the line ruaneuvr* we.s necessary ao as not to hit tne .|
e et Frn .,;.‘.:::H_- B e _-..-u-.m.-u....‘\","f"'.'.",'_',‘_",‘f'.‘i"!'

okl LA ) e AL I 3

SIMGFRITD LIN® idgonally which would, in’ e:tect‘- make it mioh thicker,

It was not necessary to form a defensive flank on -the left because

the FIRST ARMY would provide protection there, The 1lth Armored

Diviasion was to close in behind the 90th and bYe prepared for exploi-
“Tasion,  [9) The:Oorps ohjective was deniznated es the SCHIED. bty

wideh wes the most prominent terrain in the area and marked the

[9) - ek syakY
) (5) &, p, 27

(6)
(8)
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On 26 .Tnxmﬂ;", the regiment waz ordered to drive the enemy Eaet 01’ the i
OUR ! IVER and prepare for = coordineted atimck across the river. At i T
this tine t"e resiment wag sdvancing with two battalions ubreaat Lhe
24 on the right and the Zrd on the lefi, The lst Battalion was in
regarve 8t & rest cesp in HABAY® LA NEUVE, BELGIUM, sgme__forty—fiva
riles to the Southwest in the vicinity of ARLON, (14) When the zone :
had been clenred of enomy 5_!1&.3 2pd Rettalion wag ordersd 4o assemble
in the villarce of LASOHRID, the 24 Battalion ab LEITHUM, =nc repiment. .

S w@C SRR HPIAER, Php wo bebtadions were locatod app roxinctaly
S I . M Ry M it P )y e M, T g, | MO Je g
2500 yards Yeat of the OUR RIVER, (1 5) (SBB Kap C) : :
Oolnnel Jacoh W, Bealke, Jr,, COi .;uxn..ii the 388 th- Infantny, g :
e s ‘._',).}_Q_mp to e-.‘“*‘"at two eimiltsneous crogsings of f?.i.e river in the E:

v pemad ekl uqne, the 3rd ?F':tt..'x'l -Mn 2t _né::'i.nt gome six hundred yaids : & :
gouth of the villsge of WREIGLER, and ;u'ne 24 Rattalion ab The twWyh=""—""""7 [‘
villages of STOUBACH end STUPBACH. (Ser Mep C) The main sffort waz 1
to ve mede by the 7d Battalion es the voad in thls area, 2s wall as §

’

the bridge over the river, consbltuted the axis of supply lesding into r
ST e, bc_)’_“:“(' a*&':»'il-: .:u,-««-ﬁ‘s'-..e.v; the-svaesiaze-uare. sacuxed the b riﬁ.g“qtlgfads It‘ e
<pn s o iy e e S A S Bk s r‘lf‘;a.l-t- lr;::%‘hc-hmv“fﬁon to 'mnss tﬁréﬁgn. "'(hrr . BT : e

- Artd {1Yery suaport for the operstion would conslat or the 844th
Tleld Artillery Battnlion and priority of fire wes given to the 24
Bottalion, Wngineer support would be very limited as the Division
Englneers were frantically engaged in seslating the Army Pngineers
in keeping the main supply roate clsered, Yot only dild thie conglst
of L‘.Iéﬁ".l‘-‘[ﬁ"@""fl’ile pondy of snow, ok Als0 of mines which the Germons hed

uged 1liberally in thelr retreat to the womelsnd, However, the regiment

R — " e

(14) (15) (16) Statement of Lt, Col, Jacob W, Bealke, Jr,
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hed been assured af a Snow plaw and aome rridging aquipman

nnnp:qi:ths-aﬁthzaf.Januaryr-:No armor would be svaileble. sn1ae : o

TR A o Eﬁ:‘i&@ ALIGH SI “ e A Y | | |

: After the Pd Baftaliou hed pssenbled in LEITHUM on the Z8WMer.~ i %
Janmuary, Company B w#s ordered to advancs aﬁpfox{ﬁétely 1000 yardh ) .éh i

to the Northeast and furnish locel seeurity for the bettslion, Thiga .

poaltion wag s nine covered hill et the intérneationlof the roads- S - |

lesding to LASCHBID and the twinevillapges of STOURACH-STUPBACH, located

on the West and East banks o the OUR RIVER respectively--the river

Yelng the boundary between LUXENBOURG snd GTRUANY ab this point, (18)

= 2 1 4 - . . - - '8 2 ] A - TR i LAY T LA YA
{ Qan Man !;\! Ae Onmanniy Bodewsd ke A3 o cqmad b me ) #%anr =T A "
s SR S Pay SR .80 SR S AL R IR - Ve w0 WGA ) O 3L GAON .._..{.__e 1; 5‘3 205 lﬂﬁl_u‘.ﬁ g e s A A R
Y T 4 TV ERLAS T AR e AR R AW RO, o AN Py o Bt /4

to several rounds of very accurate morter fire, The Compa*&y bommanﬁer

£ “qulcEly yetslisted with fire from the 8lmm 'n-a;tmr ul:-'tu(}u of L-ne henvy

i
3 2
R i = 5 B e sﬁn-.;r?;-,:_:uansnn}m—ti- o — s
} = 3
i
=3

weepons company ond the enery fire ceased, —Upon reaching the position - o

the bodles of three German soldiers were dlecovered, They-werd ‘igentifiel —-
by the Company Commander (a gréducte of the Militery Intelligence School)

a8 memvers of the Germen 9th Panzer Division, snd this confirmed the
intelligcence renorts of higher hesdouwsrters, Trecks in the snow dis-

closed that several others had deperted in an Eastwardly direction, (19)
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e e conmsnien @ ge Be Shel Lo o Somnemdel- orderad. o pt el -from-Sonp et ot
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B

Lndeht of the 275h, toﬁ.exﬂlfﬁ,ﬁhp ﬂijﬁh&iﬂniﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ"ﬂ“whha”ﬁug“@& w&em---ww‘"*~~-"~M»'"*'*”'“"'“

B e e L ML

g ..:S,ir.a:.‘. fu st fhe-edret ot Lo G A GEASE ot vt Ko shthentowalal AN O T e e
sny more informetion that the fact thet the village was occupled, The
veracity of this report was doudbtful because the B Company Commender i
. ' reported the next day that hips llstening posts had detected no sounds of |

firing during the night, This patrol leader made no attempt to move

(17) sStatement of Lt, Col, Jacod W, Bealke, Jr,
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around the town and regonnoit ter for croasing aigwg_unich ﬁg gyn'”"
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is rdgston, The on v;worthwhile Lnformition ruporte& was tﬁnt_;_:ﬁ-”
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until thp road had been clsered of theidean s1aw. Tﬁa f0119Win€_ﬂ§yi-,
Compary B dispatched g patrol to the banks of the river apprdximaﬁelﬁ

a half-mila South of $he twin-villepes, Mifteen te twenty Oermene

were observed moving fround 1n the tovm on the far side of the river,

S

rand tWwo enemy soldiers were observed crossing the river on the frogen

ice with little or no concern, This n*trol brous ht in aadition&l ia—

i Ny i A\ i ot

formation that tnere Was At least one bridge int et across the ri‘ver
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I wish to emphagize that ring the two days preceding the ettack

TR

no reconnaligsance was made by the Battalion Commender, members of his
staff, or the company commanders., (21)

The strength of the Pd Battelion was fow approximataly BSO officers

S T R e

end men, end about fifty-percent of these were replacements received from !
N

U

‘
the replacemsats-belay faratslied at this tiue Ly that tus Sl Tecedved e el

Sas i
f
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the Zone of the Interior on the 16th of January. They were tvpical of

e v
ha st
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only the minimwm of training. were nnt first. aless fightly
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exceplion of the heevy wespons company all of the compeny commenders were
lst Lleutenants and they were fortunnte enough to hive one other officer

i ench of Luelr companies, Most of the non-commissioned officeérs Had

been privates only & few short monthe tefore and were sadly lacking in
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Uompe.n:.' E woulfi,_‘pe . gen,eml,,mpgm.rh 5 Laa-ntbaok: from zmﬁ-
that of Compeny ¥, The macniue-gun platoona would 'be t"ﬂcnad...ta the

. two aasa.ﬁlb c‘ompanipg. 'I'he line of deps.rture vag deslznated P tha line
hield by Company E, .and the route of advence would be along the streem
bed Worth of B Companyls *:onitidh. The objeotivé of coursge, whs tha e I,-,
twin~villeges and the high ground on the Past bank of the OUR RIV'BR, =

Order of mrrch: Company G, command group, and Uompany F. H hour wes

0400, Company T would bte in reserve in their pregent location and

B
: : o
: : : W :

would move forward on order to ocoupy the twinevillages, (24)

e would be laid by the command growp from the PLARNL CORTEM ....—cscre s
........m........n.-.--p-c;;—;-;;wthe- twin-villages, The battalion comuend post would remein in sl é
LELDHUN Gntil the A__‘*'tili"%éﬂé.- ware secured, e Lr_le ammiti:nmd«;:mp E

and aid station would remaln in thelr preseant location, Arrangempnta gzt “;'P
e PRI s

i
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~Here; r.ade bo lgsne one. dﬂrL r«hicns mam é’i“b?ﬁ“ﬂ'ﬂtmm'l*ilﬁn 51 the evening

of the 28th, (25) ;ﬂ

I would like to bring out here that the planninz end conduct of ' ;i

this operationwas under the commend of the Battalion Executive Officer, [‘i

Captain Jameg S, Morrison, Lt, Colonel Wallace wes stricken with an F’

i ettack of influenzs on fhe 28th end wes unable -to participate in this ?

. action, ("6) 5 ’_-

r e e “The esse 11'6,__*3_-&6»1&’1;1’. 0 the- lu-btalien iﬁf’a LEITHUM a'boui'. 0300 houra '
_ on the 29th and arrived at the line of departure at 0330 hours, The I

Company Commander met Csptain Morrison at thls point end transmitted

information to the effect that nis listening vosts reported no activity
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. (94) (25) (ae) Personal knowledge
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many of ‘the attrihutes of & 1aaaer. Hewever, thay passensad g;ﬁ a
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i “orders to the ‘Yest of their ability. A(asy -

The westher durimg this perlod was bitterly cold with the temperature
at nilght ranging fyrom five to ten degrees below zerc, To add to tbﬁ

Al scoufors. freah snow foll on the 27th and 28th and it now reachnd

g et S e S e 7 U T et L i A o - M Y B B b S i - | ik

a depth of three snd four feet, WNotwithstanding the issue of shoe-pags .
a week previously trench-foot and frost-bite still took ite daily toll,
and nf least one man was évecusted every day with pneumonia, (23)

The terrain occupled by the Pd Battnlion wee lniown as the Skrline

Lo wvciins R SN E AN ) g e ridreline ran ~mnnrv11" uoruaeast-SOutHWnat acroas

Ahn (e (e - ' P
S T L) LFH e o minn

wlipe GNA i S S e il
LUXTHROURG and into GERHAHY. Thisg was cub wi A hé&f smél‘ gtraams

i1 it B bdn ok b bt i . S e ey b 8 (407 % =L et in s pene S | LTl .

snd. Vﬂ]JE“u sRd pres e“tru b Nery ﬂifficul* “rnblﬁm an rnvemant ‘parsT

tioularly in view of the deep snow, Neexr Compnny 3' nosition uhe

M =t Ay 3 S e T R LM i L i b

i Wari, o v

waryy

Tt dgeTine dropped 0ff on the North to s suEll atredm, and BEGE D

position the ~sround fell abruptly to form the West bank of the gorge
throngh which the OUR RIVTR flowed, (See Mep D)

THE BATTALIONW PLAN OF ATTACK

The regimental atisck order called for a coordinated attack by the

2nd "and Trd Battalivne-tined to-eoincide with dewa.on. the.295h.0f January, . .

e T phphs Lu\‘I.L. .ﬁ-.l&-kgwwml s ‘ar tlL-J Q' :;:39 —Bﬁt“t‘%i’e‘i}“%”““ﬁ&'&r‘” 463'3:50&*%8" 'He’?!}ww-“w
inkn the toun on the Wegt bank of'the rivor Tefove d&;lipht with hie ulime v

command group snd two rifle companies. Then at daylight they would -

plece an artlllery concentravion on the villsge across the river and

mnove over clomely behlnd the preveration, In addition to the normal

upport of the BA4th Tleld Artillery Battalion the 8lmm movter platoon of
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(22) (28) Pergonal knowledge
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1n or around the twin-villagos.
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the objective continued,
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THE ATTACK
Company G, led by lst Lt, Lawreace L, Kelso, crossed the line of

1 g iy = i i e ==

departure in a column of flles emactly at 0400 hcufs on 29 Jamuary
1945, Progress was extremely difficult as the lead men had to break . £

paths through the deep show and 1t wes necessary to replace them from

time to time,  Compeny G resched the Tirst houses of the villeze of

5 i A —
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STCUBACH ab‘ainﬂklmpte‘V 0800 hourg and Lt, Kelso ooldly sent his men

to search every house on the West alde cf the river,  Blz German '~

river, The command group and Company I moved in without incident and

2
g
soldiers were routed out of one of the nouses but eacaped across the !
* instructions were igsued for local gecurity to be posted and prepare
for the contimiation of the attack at desylight, Shortly thereafter
Lt, Kelso reported to Captein Morrison that the bridge aecross the river
had bteen destroyed, and that water was flowing in the river, He also

Tl Pl e BT 0

stated that the river was sbout thirty yerds wide and that the banks

were epproximately three or four feet in'heighth; (ééf

e PATNE A0A, RARL. PN hnuaafﬁ&:wuemV"aabioh way Gotsoved ‘seross the T
s “Mriver vét no attempt wes mnde to secure pernigsion from regiment to

exnloit the surprise that had been achieved thue far in the operation. (29)
Promptly at 0700 hnura the artillery prepardtion commenced and

when 1t 1lifted Companies G afid F ahreaht, Company G on the right of

the street and Ccmpeny F on the left, startad across the typ hygnggw

vaprds of open area Lo the river banks only to be suddenly met with &

withering hail of emall arms end automatic wespone fire which forced

(??) (“8) (29) Peraonal knowldﬂga
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reeeived in this'attempt. Raonganization was effectad anﬂ ahuu an
“Hour later another artiilery Gonosnbratton win GRIIeT For 0
it ceased the two asssult companies bravely made another attempt to

gein the river bank, This, too, was crowned with dissster and falled

miserably, Most of the men were experiencing t?g}r first taste of
real actlon, and, although they started out gamely enough; the
devastating fire cut them up into smell groups and lecking proper
leaderehip they fell back .to the protectiocn of the houses, The two

company conmanders belleved this fire wag CONLHL from two main gources:

------ Al g
a pillbox 4ug in the hill ot the South sud of the village rcross the 7
river end firom the basement of several of the houses near the gane PR R N R
rosition, Artillery and morter fire was directed on these suspected
¥ ry el _ : l

e L S O B TR 6 A I e ot N W #”‘QQ§_aﬂ_thﬁ.bnildlugﬁ'werefcnnstrnctadi_ el REE b e O

of heavyr stone blocks, Any movemant in fhe ohen wae oW met with

accurate small arms fire snd enemy mortar fire started falling in

the village which further restricted movement, (30)

no further attempts were made to reach the river, Al this time
S rrerEAny EOwas notified to move vowards the villeges Following the

e route Vaken by the Eewauit conmpanies, TH&'E”C&ﬂ@EﬁfWCEEﬁﬁhEEE’""“EM:fT:%ﬂﬁrf;””THwﬂxh

o o — - - e e

-

g
During the next two Hours reorganization wns agnin effected, but g
i
|
4

L7 RESREed: that, foe wildages Ned bean segured although:he. had deenm ahlalllloldo o i
to hear the sounds of battle very clearly, But, 1t did not occur to
nlm to auestion the order and the move began slmost lmmediately.
fthen a2bout half the distance had been covered the column was subjected
to seversl rowds of eneny morter fire, The men aptom&tically dis.

- e b ¥ ey ey ——— L ‘s = 1 e B 2 gt iy e 5 . - (R R = T et e e Rty

pefséd and no casualties were inflicted, The conpany Commendor had

(30) Personal knowledge , e I T e\
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learned eaxly in bhe game to ka

order was enforced now.. The oldar men in tha piatoons¢did mucth
s *F“"Eiaﬁmfﬁﬁmfaﬁiﬁﬁéﬁﬁnts unQmeﬁﬁntrﬁli'"Aftar~a-dbsbﬂ ?¢uﬂ&§"9ﬁfiﬁi“
fir& suddenly shifted to the tep of the ridga.inhardicting the rond
ruming along tvhe crast, dually, one could not tell that there was. - § s e K ¥
& road there except from looking nt the mep and by the telephone poles .
nlang the side, Sounds of firing could ageln be heard in the villaga

and the E Company Commander now declded to halt the column and send

his runners to the willage to contnct the Battalion Commander and

see just whet the company was suprosed to do, Put this wss not |

necassary as the SOR-: 300 came. to life witi orders for "Company B to s B
U L i v N Sl i
move to check point 28 and get your feet wat!, A hasty look at the !
nep told the Cnlp y Gommander thnt lie Was U6 uove bomgmﬁbint on-tue %
river about 1000 yards South of the villages end nesr the point where i
e o WheLE-Sompany patrol had beaﬁ the: da&y bvefore, §&1) i
It is ﬂaceas?ry 1o digress a noment here and explain the cheeck i
point system that was SOP throughout the 90th Divislon, Actually ';
the system had been ndepted from that used vy the division artillery: E
for use in the reginents, and merely consisted of o gseries of numbers, E
esch within- s cirele, pleced on the. mape on all nromingg* terreln %
festurea, This simplified units_xgnorting thelir poa;tibns and wag “;
¥ eren sty in cailing of swpestive fivens @) |
i Frow the ﬂb;V@ ﬂps;éé; the B Compsﬁ;wdgég;na;; éﬁiééﬁ? deducad th;t hiiGs “"""“”“““rr“-“““""“
the battelion hed not accomplished its migsion and that he was 1o |
|
effect = flanking maneuver, In view of the fact that he had personally l
led the petrol that went out on the 28th from B Company he wae thor- %
Cpuanly farilier. sdth the tertalin'in this_ arca, and. while the platoon - . Tk E X
(1) (32) Perasonal knowledge
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woul& folluwhthe Ea.Platoon. ond the rest of the company in t_e;r'

s A _.nmm* amiary. Fedore-novemeny shpptod. tie-Betbalion f‘ommt!a., wm
I be contected ty radio and requested to keep intermittent artillery ;h_ izf;s'f.y; i
fire on the village to be lifted on order of the Company Uommander,

As soon as the company was across the river the route of march was

to turn Yorth on fhe'trail plong the river to & point'appro£imatéiy ":”L'J‘;;;
BOO yards South of the village, This was deslgnated as the assandt

positiouy, and at this point the 24 platoon commanded by lst It,

Merritt B, Heln was tz deploy and move Nourth along the side of the

hill in rear of the houses, The lst Platoon commsnded by Sergeant

o — a————— - ) T DI SIS VAR L R A e bt e - o L AR Tt e o TR L 10

- FAret-0lowe Hooart Muelley waa to make the ngseult on the town,
The emimand. proupsusuld £5llow the lst Plotoon aad the 3rd Flatoon
wag 10 be vrepsred to support the lst Platoon, The light mechine-

gur section of the Wepnonn Platoon was to move to positions on the

1 e e b s i | i P

A P ey T

bt TR L T B e i e | AR L L

river banlk gnd prcteqt the rifle elements while cérossing, &nd after
the agsault platoons hod clesred the aesault position the Wespons
Platoon was to occupy this position and furnish gecurity to the resar
end right flank, (See Map D)
At apdrox$mptely 1430 hours .the lesding aloments moved out fast .. . ...

“Mm“agxqgs,thq,frozer river sod.the. sound leeder- 5&53&12& baok: thm®'n I Lo el

e i i v el 1.5 0k s 7y o A b At i s 1 i ey 8 b s 4 | | AL St &, Sy o | il st 1 47w 6 7 T st e e e Sty v it

e g B, b S A T e e, MBS 19 2 Bt

ice was mafe 9nﬂ bhat there ware no Indications of amemy troops on |
i

B b s b ¢ v

s b0 T Danles Tk gl i S s it e Oy ARG TR T T

advence Yorth on the trail continued, It is interestins to note

here that when the Company Commander contacted battaliocn to continue
the artillery fire he was informed that the battellon had received
considerable counter-hettery fire and forred ¥4 ahanfoh thel=wozitisn, o TR T

Therefore, no ertillery support would be forthcoming but the 8lmn

mortars would continue to fire, (34)
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Crevegonklod-ant -
vantn;e noint and exnlained hig plan for the assanlt on tha.town‘

“Briafly, this would consist of aending a squad from the zs. platoon

" paihed there Weie 60 enomy in the imn-dlate nred,

1 w*¢um5¢ggﬂma?qn#4§qﬁw@

~the river netwithetending the fact that the column "light he !m'hjactiad.

to enemy mortar fire while crossing the open ridgeline,
leaders were apprisnd of the aituation-aﬁd"ﬁﬁé'ﬁfﬁir"iiiﬁﬁﬁfas'duﬁQj

lined above, Furthor ordera would be issued when the river was

reached, The order of march would continue in a cédlumn of files

with the 24 platoon leading, féllowed by the commsnd group, 1lst

nlptoon, weapons nlntoon and the 3rd pla.toon. (33)

M oo A e e [ R S

The move neross tha ridzeline was accomplished withaut nishap and

| Wensm i » pan

‘£he protecticn ol the Woods™

(See Mep D) It had taken an hour to move & thousnnu yards, half of

————-————.,

The platoon

"Ry FancHed At Approxlmstely TEDD hewws,

leading men every few minutes because of the exertion reguired to

make suy headway through the three snd four feet deep snow, The

going became even more difficult in the woods because of the thiek
underbrush in addition to the snow, end it was not ntil 1400 hours
Here &.hel¥%

that tne leeding elemente came dn. aight ol the niver,

ue Cew&w "aame,nuqr 00, the.nl ntnon leadere. b, a
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over the river first to insure the ice still be strong enough to.
suppoert pereonﬂel &nd to furniah prutectian for the remsinder of the
platoon which wae to follow =g goon as the squad leader had ascer-

- T command Srovg

Fersonal knowiedge

(33)
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qnickly daplo:,red his platoon and onl;r a momentary halt was encovmteruﬁ, .

Tha mortar fire was arderad lifted an& tha 19t Platoon continﬁéﬂ on

- -up-bhe trail,- It was not wntil they had approached within 200 ya;éa D .!_”
of t.hé first house that they could be diacsrnéd Ee'ca'.ﬁaé. oftne e g
protectlon of a ellght rise in the ground just at the edge of ﬁhé_
village, At this point Sergeant Muellem sent hie men rﬁcing f;o. et : I

the protection of the first two houses, At the same time Lt, Hein's

nlatoon opened fira unon the resr of the Lulldinga further down the ) :
i
street, ©Serzesnt Mueller sent groups of three snd four men to each i
sremmaanics s bR S "a.al“‘ AngRA WoUgGa b thlguend_af the Lowm and SRe. o SER0KWER: rores o e + o
80 audden t:1'1+ each group wes succegsful in setting several prisoners ;
i ; o 21 Wl e A o N S R e S S B i g | e NG S i D e b I L !;r sk
from the cellars of the Tirst four housee, A couple 6f hand grenides g |
&3
i
wes necesspry in two instances to convince the ocenpents of the cellars B
It
"
to come oub, bui no real resigtance wag encountered, In tha meantine plifg sk ‘??”““"'
Lt, Hein's platoon had continued to mdvance along the side of the 2
: b
hill in rear of the houpes and had resched a line sbout even with the 3
g
i
fourth house when suddenly a withering hail of sutomstlic weapons fire &
'S
- 2 » IJ‘:
swept teross his froat and into the buildings occupled by men of the B
1t Plntoon. Eein's platoon moved farther up the hill to be ous of = &
A e o he Y BN P o e TS T ST AL Y Y S e Lt .-,;: e N
LH’ .2- *t e ":e wy £ire, and. the. mnpavy Cammr}.a::ﬂ__ﬁvzgn_‘mﬂ,,_.",_. Ak l’ s
raced forward with the lst Flatcon and wag now in the third house, i
T 7T T dIvected That the two nmzookns of tue nlatoan be brought to bear on [
i
the pillbox which had now dlsclosed its position, Two men raced to !
the upgtaire floor of the houee snd very effectively delivered .. E
"
three rounds into the log conshructed nillbcr. Hein's platoon quicklv {
; T, T Lok 5 3 IR = e B |
surrouudeﬁ this antacle on th“ee aides wnd twenby very ﬂubdued 4
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;“n“wbmdégféizgfcgﬂﬁfﬁt@ﬁgﬁ?&@g:pgjjgﬂﬁ? haﬁ&h”ﬁprafsed“hnd ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁng;_!ﬂf“

qna direﬁteé to elear uhe ramain*nw aoﬁaéf"ap the Nofﬁh und-gfmﬁhaii “__¢_:f~~'~
village, However, this plateon waa destined to receive no laﬁreiﬁwfor
) the day inasmich ag they found enl; civilians huddled in the cellars
| of the few vemaining houses, (Soe fap D). (35)
The villege was pronounced secure et sbout 1580 hours and Companies
: G end I were now free to move on scross the river snd proceed to the
tigh sround, Intermittent mortar fire continued to fall on the
viii?éég, But it diilﬁoflsariduéifm¥ :par tna continusnes of r;;. s Lo e
N B R Y i S R TR o e s el R L
Ag sﬁonzba.tbe villages were sscursd & snowplow str:;;dluut from
SITHUN to open fthe road and by dark the majority of the nputnlion
hed moved into STOUBAGH a ‘PE&GH qnd prqpﬂrat*ons were made t:ﬂ N
Yo "eontinde the nttack the next day, (37)
To oum up the results of this batile we can frankly state that
Compeny T saved the day for the 24 Battalion of the 358th Infantry,
In hccomulishinv its tﬁsu of ralievinr uho ase ullL aleﬁentn of the - e
i Yoy S0 o . e o o Y
bsttqlion from thﬂir r“tner enbarragsl ing position of belng plnned . ’
h;;;:pil.ii W R - ly-ee comparet ively  wnall piroup vl eteny; CohARY ¥ had T T T
sl mede a close envelonﬁnr maneuyer. covering mnnvﬂwinruelv “EOD 7nrds

of “u& ed anow-covered terrain; succesafullv captured fifly of the
enemy; suffered no casualties; end all in a matter of three and one-
half hours,

EXPLAHA$03Y YOTE: 3b dqg@;_thqﬂreadar is alightly confused us to
how Compeny B was able to cross the river on the ice while in the town

the water was flowlng on top of the ices The only explenation that cen

e

(55) (36) (37) Parsona.l knowladge

this end of the village was clesr, The &rd Platoon was ordered farwnr&q‘

Lo

1

e

fﬂ'ﬂ;:ﬁﬁm%ﬁmm‘

¥
-

SI=HE o=t

L= Sta

]
-

i L e R

A e A

AT

it
G tatee s i sk LAK ”

T Y e e AR S, e A N AT g T b

Lo T0 PRI Tt SR TP e P PR =S SRR el S A

P

i T S

§ ‘-u—M I I S M




18 s AL Wi b At . ALl 1 4 [ Rt B AR T SR P T i AR P S, B . Tl o | ki b s g - S Y o nb L A NN, il T Weremrn

322500 R 115 et T s kil sl A K

B AR LR e s SR St S l‘f“""""‘"" '”-W:\ Ly

troke the ise forma%lﬁﬁ PITewiAE The water b Fiow Bn top o5 te 1
for o short distence- through the nerraw channel in the town &nd then to

£0 back under &t a smpll dam at the South end of the villages,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM .
: 1. }L-ICOAH.AI 0§& E

Our tectlesl docirine demsnds thet reconnsissance be contimi-
ous, timely, coordinsted, and progressive, and that the battalion command-

er and hils staff execute a pergonal reconnalsssnce whenever possible,

et BB G O 0Petlo -0 MG AR SeRate- i ide i e~ Smblad don- camaander . o ol
-4/~ menbers of “ir ﬂtaff or br fhp connany commandera of tne nsqa.lt companias. g.
: Other than a mep sL‘-.uﬁ:r the only informetion evailable on the terrsin m
: 8
was that furnighed by the B Company Commender, Had a proper reconnalssce %
a
ance heen made 1t lg felt a more adventficedus crogsing sife could lmve a
B
been selected and the mission sccomplishsd.owithout sveh 2 long. delay, ...~ ﬁ :
: &
2, XORM OF ATTACK g
|
: A , S
Although the migsion of the 2d Battmlion was to secure & crogsing b
Lj
by
site &t the twin-villeges, thls did not dictate that a frontal agseult fi
i
wag called for on an eres.lnown to be ogcupled by the gnemy, -.As.many E
B L S T B e T s SR )
Ao St 8 by Ohe” Gorsens-had whidd ned- +=iswrmvvid.v.ﬁo +he want-*ﬁ i ﬁﬂ;g 3 m““““mn.wmwhmghnﬁm

/J logical to asmume thet they would defend here in some strength, Further-
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::ﬁdfé::“L' vabtalibn comnander Loumiuted tdé“uaik of nLé'striking ‘Tore s
egaingt a poglition sbout which he hed 1ittle or no information as %o the
gtrength of the enemy,
3y RPRIS :

I# my opinion the ¥allure o the battalion comuander to explokd

the element of surprise gained initielly in this operation contributed

almost wholly to the fallure of the battelion to cepiure the ohjective
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Once agein we see = flagrant violavien oY accepted tactical
doctrine in that the battalion comnmander hesltated for sore time befors
comnl tting his reserve, The time to employ the reserve is often the
comngnder's most difficult end importent decision, and it should be

- 4"-‘ $To Qdu
made as soon as the leadling elements show signg of weukoggaﬂl P-P

Sa. ZNEWY POSITIONS

The Germans's positions on the Brat bank of the OUR RIVER .- jeemecois

reiy

took full-sdvantsge 67 the natural defensive strength of the terrain

UL

" o e b e Y R HERYY TabOhe oulldin q Cof the @\ﬂl‘ v11’ﬂfe. From uair Pﬂsltion
they could deliver accurate flanking fire and theywre high enough to
ba nf orued e}cellent observetion seross the river,

JPAITY 'S ATTACK

6, B CO

The success of ® Company's attack ean De attributed to the
aeeressiveness of the small unit leaders and to the feet that the
Company Commender was thoroughly familisr with the terrain in the zone

-

of tbe battnliOn. Algo the enemy!'s ;ﬁ*lure *o mn* tain cutpoats at the
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7. COMMNIICATIONS

Adequ=te pilenning for commnicutions in this operation ensbled

”} the battalion commander to keep in touch with hlg reserve, and no delay

was experienced when the declsion was nade to commit them, Wire and
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re.dio were both used to good advanta&e.
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envelopment is the preferred form of maneuver,
3, When surprise is acileved it must be explointed to the
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fullest pxtant.
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whether attacking or defending,
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