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e OPERATIONSOF ~THE 18T ﬂﬁTmﬁbxeﬂj ~~~~~ SETTH -INPANTRY. (85TH.
INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON TERRACINA, ITALY,
2l - 24 MAY 1944.
(ROME - ARNC CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Adjutant)

ORIENTATION

INLdODUCiION

Biatadas el SRR
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This monograph cévers the operations of the lst Battallon,
337th Infentry, 85th U, S, Division in the attack and capture
of TERRACINA, ITALY, 21 - 24 May 1944, during the Spring
Of fensive,

To orient the reader it will be necessary to briefly
discuss the preceeding Italian Campaign leading up to this
action.

In September 1943 the U, S. Fifth Army landed at SALERNO
while the Brltish Eighth Army landed farther south and to-
gether they successfully pushed north on the ITALIAN PENIN-

SULA. (See Map A) (1) On 22 Januery 1944 the Fifth Army

made another successful landing at ANZIO and established a
beachhead, (2) By 1 April the Fifth Army held s narrow 13
m;le strip in CE NTPAL IT ", eytending Irom the LLRI RIVER

to the MEDITERRANEAN ShA, in addition to the ANZIO BhAbHHEAD.

(See Map A) (&)
The 85th Division landed in AFRICA in early 1944 and

after an extensive period of training and re-equipping, salled
for ITALY landing at NAPLES andon 10 April 1944 were committed
to action for the first time, taking over the west flank of

the Fifth Army sector. (4)

(1) A-l, po 51
(2) A-1, p., 68
(3) A-2, De 2
(4) A=5, De 60
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fhe Fifth Army was facing the strongly defended GUSTAV _

e g -

eeocne ST INE CBRG during the period lO April to early lMay the time
was spent patrolling and gaining all possible information
about the enemy positions. The enemy facing the 85th Divi-
sion consisted mainly of the German 95th Infantry Division,.(5)

Plans were made and orders were issued for an all out

offensive _on the entlire fxont to begln.or-1l May witir-tune
Fifth Army on the left and the British Elghth Army on the
right, This offensive also included those elements of Fifth
Army at the ANZIO BEACHHEAD, (6) (See Map &)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The plan of Fifth Army for the Spring Offensive was divi-
ded Into three phases, In phese one the 85th Division was to
teke SAN MARTINO RIDGE and pert of S RIDGE. The 88th Division's
maln objective was §§EEAWM53;§HINFANTE. During phase two the
88th Division would continue the attack and swing right taking
MOUNT I CERRI and MOUNT ROTONDO then head for/?PIGNO, while
the 85th Division supported tﬁe attack by fire, Again in the
third phase the 85th Division was to become active and take
CASTELLONORATO and MOUNT SCAURI. The 36th Division in re=

L servé was then to pass through the '88th Division, after the
latter had taken SPIGNO, with the misslion of taking MOUNT SANT
ANGELO then move on and cut the ITRI-PICO ROAD ending phase
three, (7)

The terrain to the front of Fifth Army presented many
difficult features, On the right flank the hills were high

and maeny almost impassable terraces were on the slopes of

A"‘S’ pQ 6
A"'l’ pt 78

)
)
(7) A-2, De 56
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left flank and the gaps between these ditches were infested
with mines. (8)

On 11 May the Spring Offensive pushed off, II Corps
led the Fifth Army attack with the 85th Division on the left
and the 88th ?izié;onmon t§£w££§2t. The attack was successa.....

""""”Eii"Zhénﬁgwié Mey the attacking elements of II Corps had
pushed into ITRI and still had the enemy on the run., (9)

Thus phase three of the attack plen had been completed with-
out committing the 36th Divisicn, and new plans had to be mede,
The Germen Army to the front had reorganized at the HITLER
LINE, Thils line ran from TERRACINA on the coast extending

east over the high mountains through the LIRI VALLEY to AGUINO
and PIEDMONTE, (10) (See Map B)

The new plan of Fifth Army consisted of a quick strike at
TERRACINA to break the HITLER LINE which would open HIGHWAY 7
enabling Allied troops to move through, join the forces at
ANZIO and continue the attack to the north. Details of the
plan were, first to move the 36th Division by water to ANZIO,
then the 509th Parachute Infantry Battallon was to drop in
the AUSONT MOUNTAINS to aid the move of II Corps at TERRACINA.
The main effort of the atteack on TERRACINA was to he made by
the 85th Division. The 88th Division was to continue pushing
forward through the high mountains on the right flank of II
Corps. (11)

The soldiers of the 85th Division were inspired by their
previous successes and were anxious to continue the attack,

All was in readiness, the supply situation was excellent, and

(8) A5, p. 2

(9) A"z, p’ 55

(10) A-7, p. 423
1) 2. y e
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DISPOSITIONS AND PLAJS OF THE 357TH lNFANTRY
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On the morning of 21 May 1944 the 437th Infantry was
moving up HIGHWAY ¢ with one battalion astride the road, another
in the edge of the mountains on the right flank and the other,
mobtorized, following close behind the retreating Cermans ready
to take advantage of any break through. (16) B

The regimental plan was for the b ‘ Battalion, reinforced,
to strike and take TERRACINA by speed and shock action., The
2d Battalion, motorized, was to continue through TERRACINA and
meke contact with the ANZIC BEACHHEAD, The 3d Battalion would

contlinue on the right flank and keep contact with the unit on
the right, (17)

THE BATTALION STTUATION

From positlion on HIGHWAY ‘4 the 1lst Battalion moved out
at 0515 hours, 21 May 1944 on foot to support the metorlzvd
24 Battalion, but at 1100 hours, orders were received to
move into an assembly area gbout two miles south of FONDI for
a new mission, At about 1400 hours new orders were received
directing the lst Battalion, reinforced, .fo atbeck TnnﬂACIhA
éhbout 7 miles southwest “of the original position. The 2d
Battalion was to hold up and after the lst Battalion had teken
its'! objective, continue the pursuit, (18)

The reinforcements joined the lst Battalion in the
assembly area, they were the 9lst Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron and & company each of tanks and tank destroyers,

The Battalion Commander, Major Arnold Sanders, lmmedliately

(16) A-6, pe 3
(1%) Personal knowledge and statements of Capt Cecll Cates,
then S-2, 34 Battalion, 337th Infantry, 18 October 19490

(18) A'S’ p" 28 oo i T L S S A R
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A W RERE Bas Bild and ATy, making e ability to move
troops and equipment easy and observation good., (12) The
enemy situation was sbout the seme, in addition the HITLER
LINE hed been prepared 1ln advance, To add to the already

strong defense around TERRACINA the Germans had brought down

PR SR a2 8

fro?‘ROME the 15th end 7lst Grenadisr-Reglments off “the 29th
Panzer Grenedier Division and these fresh troops were now
facing the 85th Division. (13)

The terrain approaching TERRACINA was in itself a
definite disadvantage to the atEgcking forces, The only
possible entrance from the écuth was HIGHWAY 7, this highway
ren through a series of corricdors with hills on the right
and low marshy land and sometimes water on the left, At the
entrance to TERRACINA the mountains ceme down abruptly to
meet the sea, the road ran on a narrow strip less than 100
vards wide between the sea on the left and cliffs on the
right, (See Map C) (14)

The 85th Division's plan to take TERRACINA was to move
elements of one regiment by water from GAETA, another up
HIGHWAY.Y and.the third 5o protect tie Division's right
flank by moving through the mountains to the east of the
objective., Elements of the 388th Infantry did move by water
from GAETA but landed short of TERRACINA end were pinched out
by the other advancing units, so this regiment was assembled
as Division Keserve. The 337th Infantry was to continue
advancing up HIGHWAY 7 in a frontal attack on TERRACINA
while the 339th Infantry continued through the mountains on
the right flenk. (15)

(12) Personal knowledge

(13) A-2, p. 85
L] ¢ :

(15) A-3, p. 94
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""briefed thé attached unit commanders and gave them orders
as to the part they were to play in the coming attack., All
vehlcles were brought up to the vicinity of the battalion
assembly area, the drivers and maintenance personnsl were
busied adding fuel and checking vehicles for the attack. (19)

Orders were issued by the bettalion commander for a
perimeter guard to be plac;d arbund the assembly area, ammuni-
tion be distributed and for the men to get as much rest as
possible.s The men took this opportunity toheat rations and get
g llttle sleep, Ammunitiocn end rations were lssued, weapons
were checked, packs were made and all was in readiness for
the move,

During the time thet the troops were eating, resting
and being re-supplied, the battallon commander took the
compeny commanders, the battellion staff and the atteched unit
commenders to the bigh ground just in {ront of. the assembly . .
grea to meke plens for the advence, Observation was good as
far as could be seen, The highway to the front was in good
condition and no enemy activity in sight.

Vory 1ittle wes. knewn. sbovt. the anemy.situation to.the .
front but it was assumed that TERRACINA would be the next
strong defense, Advance geriasl reconnaissance and G-2 in-
formation stated that actlvity in and around TERRACINA was
slight,

The commanders returned from their reconnaissance and

mede final preparations for the attack. (20)

(1¢) Personsl knowledge
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THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

PP e s e e ——

T s e O s et R

~¥IRce an edvance reconnalssance of tne entire area was
impossible the battalion commander planned to send reconnais-
sance groups ahead to keep him posted on the terrain and
enemy situation to the front,
The time for movement from the essembly area was to be
« 1780 hours, 2L Moy 1944y Company A would uvrgenize s motorized
patrol consisting of three jeeps, each jeep was to be mounted
with a heavy machine gun with the gunners to come from Company
D. Following the jeeps the 9lst Cavalry Reconnailssance Squadron
would move at a distence enough behind so the enemy could not
reasonably observe both and place fire on them at the seme time,
Company A was to lead the foot elements furnishing the
advence guard and flank guerd on elther side of the road as
far as observatign and terrain would permit., Attached to
Company A was the remainder of the machine gun platoon not
sent with the motorized patrol., Immediately in rear of Compeny
A would be the battalion advance command group consisting of
the Battallon Commander, S-3, S=-2 and members of the Battaolion
- Intelligence Section, Fol owing the command ”“cup WOle be

-

e e Commany Brepl b the obher mEchins Fun plé%oon from bompany b
attached, Then behind Compeny B would be Company C, the support
compeny, with no attachments, Following Company C would be the
rear battalion command group, then the tanks and tank destroyers
followed by the mortar plaetoon and finally the battallon supply
vehicles with additional emmunition, Communication was to be
meintalned primarily by SCR 300 raedios,

Egch company was to furnish its own flank securlty and 1n

additlion Company C would furnish security for those elements to
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the rear. Tde formation on the roed was to be a march ‘column
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o G E @iﬁhvrmsidv“W£tﬁ“the ¥ohicies of the machine gun platoons

moving ealong with their pletoon to carry the guns and ammunition.
(21)

NARRATION

THE APPKROACH MARCH TO TERRACINA

I e

ihe motorized patrol led by First Lieutenant Edward E,
McDermott moved out of the assembly area at 1730 hours, 21
Mey 1944, There was no advance ertillery preparation because
the ldea of the whole operation was speed and surprise., The
patrol was follewed in about ten minutes by the reconalssance
squadron end the foot elements.

The advance was without incident until the motorized
patrol reached the cemetery at the foot of MONT BIAGIO where
the Germans opened fire from the mountsin and knocked out
two jeeps and forced the members of the patrol to take cover
in the ditches along the sldes of HIGHWAY 7, The reconnais-
sance squadron and the foot elements did not have knowledge of
exactly what had happened to the patrol because a curve in the .

e .deed nbarructed obSSMVaLion, although the enemy fire could be.“
heard. (See Map C)

Since the enemy hed let the motorized patrol pass its!
position and opened fire at the last possible moment before
observation was obstructed, the remainder of the column was
even with the enemy position before 1t was realized., Company
A had just passed parallel to the summit of MONT BIAGIO and
Company B was just opposite the enemy position when fire was

opened again, Several members of Compeny B, including their
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commander, First Lieutenant R. M. Spina, were killed Firat

o e aRea e

. Lieutenant James M. Doyle asswmed eommenda ... ... oo
The battalion commander ordered Companies A and B to
deploy along the road and for Company C to move off the road
to the right to extend tho line around the enemy position,
(See Map C) The tanks and tank destroyers were brought up
_even with the rifle companies and the morter platoon went into .. ..
action, Fire wes exchanged between the enemy forces and the
lst Battalion until derkness, with very little edditional
damage belng done to the 1lst Battalion, Just after darkness
the battalion commander ordered a strong combat patrol to be
organlized by Company C, to move around to the right of the
enemy positions, Thls patrol moved out at about 2100 hours,
It took the patrol at least an hour to maneuver into position,
but once in position it took the enemy completely by surprise
and met with success, The patrol returned at about 2330 hours
bringing 31 prisoners and reported that the remeinder of the
enemy had either been kllled or had withdrawn, The battalion
reformed on the road and led by the 91st Reconnalssance Squead-

ron continued its advance toward TERRACINA, (22)

" THE FIRST NIGHT IN THE VICINITY OF. TLWRnCIhA

‘‘he reconnaissance squadron was able to reach the out-
skirts of TERRACINA and by 0230 hours, 22 May, the foot ele-
ments were within one mile of the city limits. It seemed as
though the attack plan was about to meet with success, but the
enemy had other plans, As the advance elements of Company A
moved down the corridor formed by the mountains on the right

and the sea on the left, on the outskirts of TERRACINA, the
(22) A-8, p., 28; Personal knowledge
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enemy greeted them with point blank automatic ‘wesapon end
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85 mm artiilery fire. “These enemy weapons were well placed

- o

in houses and caves just beyond an abrupt turn in the road,
(See Map C) It was necessary for the reconnalssance squade-
ron Yo withdraw, Due to dérkness the remainder of the column
closed up before word was received as to what had heppened,
Sgﬁg;g}ﬁmfmbers of Company A .were %!11led and msny others
wounded, including the advanced guard Platoon Leader, First
Lieutenant Peters,

The battalion halted and tanks were called forward, but
due to the well dug In enemy weapons there was no chance for
the tanks to get into position to fire, The battalion medical
corps personnel, working under direct fire, evacuated the
wounded,

Orders were lssued for the companies to spread out along
the road to the rear, Continued efforts were made by the
tanks to advance, but it was Impossible due teo the point blank
antlitank fire placed on thems, Small patrols attempted to sur-
round the enemy strong points, but due to the sea on the left
and the c¢liff on the right, movement was restricted to the
road and its edges, This meant that any move Iorward would be
under direct observation and into the face of all enemy wea-
pons., Supporting fire from the mortars was placed on the enemy
positions with no effect because the positions were so well dug
in,

Finally just before dawn the battalion commander ordered
the battalion to withdraw to the foot of MOUNT CROCE. (See
Map C) The companles reorganized, replaced key personnel and

put outpost) on the slopes of MOUNT CROCE., The mortar platoon
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and the battallon supply section set up in the open field
west of MOUNT CROCL,

Major Sanders called the company commanders together and
planned an attack across MOUNT CROCE, The attack plan cone-
sisted of Companies A and B moving up the nose while Company

C moving up the center of the mountain, These orders were

”Siven from the foot of the.mountain faclng HIGHWAY. 7, this .-

meant that Companles A and B were to move directly off the
road, as the mountain ran perpendicular to the road, and Com-
pany C would move around to the right off the road and up the
steep slopes. (See Map D) Commanders returned to their

companies and final plans were made,

THE SECOND DAY AND NIGHT AT MOUNT CROCE

Just before dawn the companies moved out and by daylight
8ll elements had reached Knob 1 of the mountain and started to
organize positions., As the sun came up over the mountains from
the east the members of the lst Battalion found theat their
position was not as stable as they thought., Enemy fire started
to rain down on them, 1t seemed that snipers were behind every
rock shd tree on the mountain. German 1ohg range mechine gun
snd artillery fire was placed ell over MOUNT CROCE and HIGHWAY
7 from positions on Knob £ of MOUNT CRCCE and MOUNT STERPANO.
(See Map D)

Many individual fights broke out, hand to hand in meny
cases, Control was hard for the leaders to maintein as they
moved about trying to organize squads, platoons and compenles,
Many individuals of the lst Battalion performed almost un-

believable feats of heroism. The Commanding Officer of Com=
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pany B, ©irst Lieutenent Doyle, and his radio operator ceptured
an enemy company commend post, First Lieutenant Frances J.
Moore, Commanding Officer of Compeny D was killed as he moved
bravely about, disregarding the sniper fire, attemptling to
organize the meny First Lieutenant Paul E. Gorrell assumed
command of that company.

Tanks were.goved up to the base of the mountein to fire-
on the enemy positions on MOUNT CRCCE., The mortars started to
fire on Knob 2 and in rear of the mountain, cutting off enemy
replacements and supplies, The tank fire would have helped
considerably if the lst Battalion soldiers had not been so
intermingled with the enemy, that the tanks had to withdraw,

Close renge fighting continued throughout the remainder
of the morning and by noon neither slde had won a declslve
victory. The enemy menaged to move most of his forces to
Knob 2 of MOUNT CROCE and the 1lst Battalion was organlzing on
Knob 1. (See Map D) The battalion commender reallzed that
the battle was a stalemate and due to the nearness of the two
forces, artillery‘and,tank fire wag of little advantage; there-
fare the S-2 snd S-3 were sent to gulde the gompanles back
down to the foot of MOUNT CROCE. (R3)

By this time artillery had moved into position and was
gble to place well observed fire on MOUNT CROCE and harass the
enemy beyond the mountain and in TERRACINA, (24) Tanks were
agaln moved up to the foot of the mountain and started firing
2ll weapons at the enemy. Behind this artillery and tank fire
the foot troops moved back up MOUNT CROCE and ccmpletely routed

the Germens from both Knobs, During this attack Major General

(23) Personal knowledge

(24) A-9, ps 3
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C?ulter, Commending General of the 85th Division and Lieutenant
General Keyes, Commanding General of the II Corps arrived at
the Command Post of the 1lst Battalion and emphasized to Colonel
Huges, Commanding Officer of the 337th Infantry who was al-
ready there, the importance of taking TERRACINA,

The rifle units of the lst Bsttallon pushed the Germans

AR

~completely off the sumaitoi MOUNT CROCE and set up positions

on the line originally occupled by the enemy. The members of
the 1lst Battalion were almost completely exhausted having had

no rest since 1700 hours, 21 May; now it was about 2200 hours,
22 May., The positions were consollidated and fire was exchanged
between the two forces, The remainder of the night passed with-
out incident and just before dawn word was received that the

2d Battelion would relieve the lst Battalion, The 1st Battalion
was to reorganize in an assembly area just south of MOUNT CROCE
and be prepared to assist in the final attack on TERRACINA.

At 0500 hours, 23 May, the relief was completed and the lst

Battalion moved into the assembly area. (25)

THE THIRD DAY AND FINAL ATTACK ON TERRACINA

The lst Battalion Spenﬁ the entire day, 235 May, resting
and reorganizing. The men were so tired they slept without
eating until late afternoon, In the afternoon everyone began
to move about, wash themselves and eat, by darkness all were
rested and prepered to continue the attack if so ordered.
Throughout the day the mortar platoon of Company D contlnued
firing to assist the 2d Battalion attack, The supply vehicles
went back to the regimental supply point and returned with

ammnition eand rations, (26)
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the men dispersed and took cover, The dispersed saldlers

~were finslly assembled and the move was continued in the

direction that was thought to be toward the remainder of the
battalion, but instead, due to confusion, 1t was headed dir-
ectly toward the enemy lines north of TERRACINA, This group
continued in the wrong direction until it received small arms
fire from the lmmedlate front, Realizing his mlstake the
platoon ieader halted and attempted to orient himself, The
battalion commander fearing that some of the battallon might
have been cut off by the barrage sent the S-2 and S-1 back
along the route to check. These two officers, after consider-
able searching, found the mlssing elements and guided them back
to the remeinder of the battalion.

Just before dewn, 24 May, contact was made with the 2d
and 3d Battalions, Companles B and C moved up on a line between
the two bettalions and were ready to continue the attack. As
dawn came i1t was realized that the enemy hed withdrawn durling
the night, probably because of the intense artillery and the
many casualties suffered durlng the past two days., All that
was left for the 337tk Infantry to do was to move in and oceupy ““i_.wm

TERRACINA. _Now HIGHWAY -7-was upen and troops bevan to-speed

tHeough to meet the troops at ANZIO0 BEACHHEAD, and another

phase of the Spring Offensive was history, (30)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

1, INTELLIGENCE

The entire attafk on TERRACINA and MCUNT CROCE was cone

ducted with very little knowledge of the enemy sltuation or

(30) Personal knowledge
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The 2d Battalion héd»been fighting hard all day end by
mid-afternoon were deadlocked with the enemy in the vicinity
of the cemetery, about 800 yerds from their starting position,
(27) (See Map D) The 53 Battalion had been svung left across
MOUNT CROCE and were now extending the right flank of the 24
Battalion, (28) During the time the fcot elements were fight=

. ing,_ fhe tenks were atteapting to mansuver into position to
assist, The tank commander requested that engineers, who had
come up from the rear, clear a passage around the north of
MOUNT CRCCE, TUsing bulldozers, dynamite and hand lsbor a trail
was cleared and just before dark a light tenk company was able
to move up with the 3d Battalion., (See Map D) Together the
tanks and foot troops pushed the Germans back to a position
sbout 1000 yards east of TERRACINA as darkness fell, (29)

At dark, orders were received for the lst Battallon to
move around the north of MOUNT CROCE along the newly made tank
trail and take up position between the 2d and 34 Battallons to
continue the attack, The battallon was organized with Compeny
B lepding followed by battallon forwerd command group, Company

.Gy Compapy A,\ he- battalion rear commana ‘group, and the martar:fwm.\
* platoon. The battalion moved out, leaving the supply vehilcles

in the assembly aresa, and reasched the north slope of MOUNT

CROCE without incident,

The night was dark and contaect was maintalned by the men
walking very close to each other, Just after rounding MOUNT
CROCE the trail ended, A few hundred yards from the end of
the trail en intense artillery barrage lended on the last
platoon of Company A and the forward elements of battalion rear

command group. Severel men were wounded, contact was lost as

(27) Personal knowledge; Statement of Capt J,H.. lavingston
mn et e LR TS SRR T T AR IR ST Ud Y obar 1040
_..(e8) .. Psnsonal kncv‘e&ge*«“Eéaemwnb~bfﬁeapt Cevil Cates, then - -
S-2, 3d Bn., 337th Infendry, November 1049
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_position, Although the lst Battalion Commander realized the
situation, there was nb time f5r obtaining the needed inform-
ation., It is true that the weather was good but the objective
wasméf“such a dlstance and the terrain was so mountainous,
observation was limited, Since the success of the attack was
deslgned to hinge on speed and surprise, it was not practiceal

_— to send patrols and feel ocut the enemy's strength and positions,

It 1s my opinion that enough advanced elements were sent in
advance of the main body but due to the crooked road and the
enemy's well selected positions, these elements were of little
assistance in obteining the desired information, After the
first contact on EIGHWAY 7 the enemy knew the lsé Battelion's
position and approximate strength, WNot until after the pri-
soners were captured and interrogated did the lst Battal ion
have any knowledge whatsoever of the enemy,

Reports had been received before the attack that activity
in TERRACINA was slight, Due to the well dug in camouflaged
positions occupied by the enemy, serial observers probably
could not detect thelr strong points. Another consideration
probably accounting for some of the enemy forces in TERRACINA
is thet new units were.meved in.Ffrom -5k ﬁerfhwju&t b@ﬁééé‘w
the attack,

After consideratlion of this operation it 1s my belief
that the lack of intelligence and incorrect intelligence was
the biggest factor in the delay and the large number of
casualties caused in taking TERRACINA, but had time been
taken to galn the intelligence the enemy would probably have
put up en even stronger defense and the outcome might have

been just as costly,
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2+ SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

|

:

|

; Very little can be said about supply end evacuation in

E this operation except that it was excellent., The battalion

; supply vehlcles moved with the battslion;, and when new supm=
plies were needed these trucks made a quick trip and returned

. W{g“gmpla_time with the necessexy supplieg, --The medicsy -wodrk-
ing contlinuously under enemy flre, did a fine job of caring
for and evacuating the wounded, No person was left to suffer

long before a medical corps man was giving him first aid and

making errangements for evacuation,

S5, THE OBJECTIVE

In my opinion, +ERKACINA, because of size and distance,
should have been a regimental rather than a battelion object-
ive. There was only one good approach to the objective and

- | the fact that 1t would take a battalion to occupy the object-

ive, no elements were left to meneuver, if that battalion was

v ' held up. If the 2d Battalion had attacked over MOUNT CROCE
on the night of 21 May, it 18 probable that TERRACINA could

tieve been taken much quicker, When the 2d Battallon was

w 3 "

|
|
i ‘» finaliy committed it moved up egainst the same resistance
P that the 1lst Battallon was meeting, No attempt wes maede to
hit the enemy from the flank until the 3d Battalion joined
the attack,

The enemy could observe every move the lst Battalion
made and tock advantage of this factor, particularly at the
entrence of TERRACINA, The terrain in the vicinity of the

objective did not lend itself to the use of tenks and only

after engineers had cut a tralil were tanks used to a éood

i i

P— — L i AR - S - O wwewam E—— S .
g

R A G K A L e L RIS A M A W e e AN i T A L 1 O R R A & A e s A e e et e

A . Y e s e IR B SR P vl DD, B atagity -+ N i AP g v s s Sore— L RPRRE e

19

TR i s ke VI 1, M A S P ] o 1 e S oo

e S e AR UL BT L e R S R T S U R T s e L i T




voo Tes hon e, BPRW N B GRG0 ke vacss © 0 ¢ BAR. S B B LT SRR e T e O L L ' L ol e it St T 0 5 e (ol A VR e e Lo U SR

r §F TR NI, W ¥ (4 X PRI e . A e < A GBS it *, " A W e -

e CUOMMUNTOATTONS - oo e < oo aoeee s o . S8 i e S R e i

Communications throughout the operation were mostly by
personal contect, Two instances where communication could I
have improved the situation were, first when the motorized V
patrol was pinned down and ageain when th;-battalion was
stopped at the entrance of TERRACINA., In the first instance
the members of the patrel were pinned -dowrr d€nd unable to Send
a8 messenger or reachthe radlo in thoe jeep, The second instance

occurred so fast that little thought was given to contacting

the rear until 1t was almost too late,

5. ENEMY POSITIONS

the Germans had well organized positions, since time was

on their side, full advantege of the terrain was taken., The

entrance to TERRACINA was so well dug in and protected from

opposing fire that 1t was Impossible to enter the town from
i HiGHWAY 7. The éﬁemy also 5;6k.fﬁll advaentage of observation,
E selecting the criticeal features, he was able to see the lst
Battalion at all times, Again using time and terrain to his
AETANNRE Ton. snwir SWRINFLEGS Ris TENLELEGH MO WLl Theb
‘attacking meant paying a largse price, The enemy definitely
had the adventage as far as positions were concerned and if
he hed had the will and strength many more bloody days would
have been spent in the capture of TERRACINA,

6. THE CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK

The entire success of the attack on TERRACINA was due
to the untiring effort of the soldiers of the 337th Infantry
and the will and quick thinking of their officers. Inlitially
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- = tne pran"t6 Capture the objective by surprise end-ohoek was
good, At the beglnning, support both in reserve and fire was
lacking, but in the final assault coordination between the
various arms was achieved, The nature of the terrain and
the formation of the 1lst Battalion at the beginning did not
lend itself to maximum utilization of maneuver, The final
phases of the attack waes well ogganized and by use of resenrves-~ ..

end supésrting fires the objective was obtained,
LESSONS

1., In attacking any position, particularly in mount-
ainous country, ample time and consideration should be given
to obtaining adequate intellligence,

2. Reserve units in a surprise attack should be near
enougﬁ the attacking echelon to maneuver or flank an enemya

strong point in the event the attack had been stopped or

slowed down,

50 In attacking a comparatively unknown position a unit
should keep its support and rear elements at such a distance\
so as not to overrun the lead element should maneuvexr. or... .... e
reérgaﬁizaéicn become necessarye.

4, In moving into an organized positicn, terraln per= |
mitting, armor and infantry should move together so that if a
penetration is affected the advantage can be explolted,

5. The use of support fires csen greatly assist attacking
troops Yo advance if followed gquickly and the enemy 1is assault-
ed before reorganization is achieved,

6. A maneuver or a flanking attack on & position already

under asttack is much better than a reinforced frontal attack,
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ADVANCE TO TERRACI
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