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OME
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( ROME - ARNOARNE CAMPAIGNCAMPAIG-
NPersonal

Campa-
igners

)

( Personal Experience of a Battalion Adjutant )

ORIENTATION-

IN'l'RODUC'l'ION

ORIENTATIONI-

N.L'RODUC

ORIENTATIONORIENTATION-

INTRODUCTION

ORIEN-

TATIONINTRODUCTIONIN'l'RODUC'l'IONINlRODUClIONIN.L'RODUCIN.LRODUCINLRODUCINTRODUCE'
.

' '1'I0N1I0N1'I0N-

This

'

. , . . ." , . , . . .-: . .
" " . . ,

INTRODUCTIONThisIntroduction- -- " '- " . , . , . ..-
This monographmonogl'aphmonoglaph' covers the operations of the latlDt1stlTd Battalion,-

357th

Battalion-

357th

Battalion ,

337th Infantry , 85th U . S . Division in the attack and capture-

of

captu-
re

capture

of TERRACINATERRAINTERRACTERRA INAINCA , ITALY , 21 - 24 May 1944 , during the Spring-

Offensive

SpringSpring-

Offensive

Spring-

OffensiveOffensive ,.

To orient the reader it will be necessary to brieflybriefly-

discuss
bri-

efly
briefly-

discuss
bri-

eflydiscuss the proceedingpreceedingpreceding ItalianItalien Campaign leading up to thisthis-

ac

thi-

s
this-

action

tris-

ection

this-

action

tris-

ectionacactiontionion .

In September 1943 the U . S . Fifth ArmyAl'myAlmyBalmy' landed at SALERNOSALERN-

Owhile

Sale-
rno

SALERN-

Owhile

Sale-
rno

SALERN-

Owhile

Sale-
rnowhile the British Eighth Army landed farther south and toto-toto-

gether

to"-

gether

to-

gether

"-

gathergetherether they successfully pushed north on the ITALIAN PENINPENIN-PENNPENIN-

SULA

PENIN-

SULA

PENIN-

SULA

¬-

SULASULFA . ( See Map A ) (1)1( ) On 22 January 1944 the Fifth ArmyArmy-

made

Farm-

yard

Army-

made

Farm-

yard

Army-

made

Farm-

yardmade another successful landinglending at ANZIOANSI and established a-

beachhead

b-

eachhead

aa-

be

a-

beachhead

b-

eachheadbebeachheadacrlhearched ad . (2)2( ) By 1 April the FjfFfitfthPift.hPifthITTPith}' : .h Army neldheldmeld ea. narrownHl'roWnHlroWinhaler' 15-

mile

1:515131:-

5mile

13-

mile

;:

mile s in CENTRALCEN'l'RALCENlRAL'' ITALYrfJ.1AL'YrfJ.1ALYrfJ1ALY. ' extending from the LIRILORI RIVERRIVER-

to

Riv-
er

striptrip ,
.-. .", , . . .- . -- .- . . . . .- . ... . .. . -M .. , ., .. ..

to the MEDITERRANEANMKDITERRANEAN SEA ; in addition to the ANZIOANSI BEACHHbA-

DSee

Beachhe-

ads

BEACHllliADBEACHHEAD .

( SeeseeMaaAseemMap A ) (5)5(3)3(5)-

The

(3)-

The

( 3 )

The 85th Division landed in AFRICAA'RICAARICARICA]' in early 1944 an-

dafter

ma-

ndate

andan-

dafter

ma-

ndateafter an extensive period of training and re-equippingreequipping- , sailedsailed-

for

sail-
ed

sailed-

for

sail-
edfor ITALY landing at NAPLES an10nanandonanonon 10 April 1944 were committedcommitted-

to

committ-

edto action for the first time , taking over the west flank ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Fifth Army sectorsectors. ({(4)4(4-

)(1)Al
4 )}

(1)1(1)A-l(1)A1Al( ) A-IAIA-11- , pp.51p51p.51-
(2)Al

. 31
(2)2(2)A-l(2)A2Al( ) A-IAIA-ll- , pp.68p68p.68-
(5)A2

. 68
(3)3(5)A-2(5)A5A2( 3 ) AA-2A2-. 2 , pp.2p2p.2-
(4)A5

. 2
(4)4(4)A-5(4)A4A5( ) A-3A3- , pp.60p60. EO60.;

.'_. ,. , ._.. - . .. . _. . . .. . .IiiiiIo7-IiiiiIo7IiiiiIo7.i-: .ii..i.r.-; .:; -.;.- ': -.r.r-..
.;,

.

-r " .YY - J-JJ.a-:':;' .- ;.a-.a.a-

A
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NO-

W'The
". w. * <*: < '_< -.A.A.-

'The'The Fifth Army was facing the strongly defended GUSTAVGUSTGUSTA-

Vddur1ng

GUSTAV--

-

GUSTA-

V

GUS-
T

GUSTAV-

LIK
.

. .. . . . '
. .

'

r-rr- 'Lr- -."' - .. -. "..
"

-. : - ' . ' :'LrLr'LIKLICKLIKaridAlkaloid:] 1f' ' --

arida-rid- c. curingddur1ng" rlrlgerg-gg-thefchethefiche pperiodperiodJ1J1pr'1:'
- -=

'ioio'
10]

' :

AprAprilpr'1pr1'i1 to early itMayay the.-

A

th-

e

the timetime-

was
ti-

me

time-

was
ti-

mewas spent patrolling and gaining all possible informationinformation-

about

informa-
tion

information-

about

informa-
tion

Information-

about

Informa-
tionabout the enemy positions . The enemy facing the 85th Divi-DiviDivDivi-

sion

Divi-

sion

DiviDivDivi-

sion

¬-

sionscion consisted mainly of the German 95th Infantry Divlsion(5)Divlsion5Divlsion(5)-

Plans

Division . (5)-

Plans

(5)5(5)-

Plans

( )

Plans wereware made and orders wereware issued for an all outout-

offensive

cou-

nteroffensive

ou-

toffensiyej

cou-

nteroffensive

ou-

toffensiyejn

cou-

nteroffensiveoffensiveffensifensffensi2n, -2n2n-onn
"

thep.epe. e1J'tle1JtlentKententj.rentjrentry._',, .re J nntntnt to beginbeg1rJ; .oo.. OB-IIOBII.o.11ormiioriginormcorm--.11.11-ii-ii-.-ii.May.- M.nyMny.MayMayMany.May-with-th-

eFifth
Ma-y wit-h theFi-

fth
thei-st

.: ', -' 1ixtitixtrlkliteral'!'::' rlkark'- ., ;{rer-

eFifth

r-

efit
!

" "

Fifth Army on the left and the British Eighth Army on thethe-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ight
the-

right
he-

ightright . This offensive also included those elements of FifthFifthA-

rmy
Fif-

th
FifthA-

rmy
Fif-

th
FifthA-

rmy
Fif-

thArmy at the ANZIOANSI BEACHHEAD . (6)6( ) ( See MMapAA )

THETIlliTIllTB E GENERAL SITUATIONSITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

The

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

The

Situati-

onThe plan of Fifth Army for the Spring Offensive was dividivdivi-

ded

divi-dividivdivi-

dad

divi-

ded

divi-

ded

¬-

deddaddeed into three phases . In phase one the 85th Division was toto-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taled

to-

take

to-

taledtake SAN MARTINOMZARTINOMARINORTINORATIO RIDGERIDGRIG and part of S RIDGE . The 88th Division's-

main

Divisions-

main

Divisi-
ons

Division'sDivisionsDivision's-

maIn

Division's-

main

'

maIn objective was SSANT4SAN
. .

,

JvMARIAR INFANINFANTINFANTEINFANTE . During phase two thethe-

88th

the-

88th

the-

88th88th Division would continue the attack and . swing rightri ht takingM-

OUNT

tak-
ing

takingtakingM-

OUNT

tak-
ing

takingM-

OUNT

tak-
ingMOUNT I CERRICIRRI and MOUNT ROTONDOGROTON then head for SPIGNOSPIGN0SIGNOR , whilewhile-

the

whi-

le
while-

the

whi-

le
while-

the

whi-

lethe 85th Division supported the attack by fire ., Again in the-

third

tet-

chier

thethe-

third

tet-

chier

the-

third

tet-

chierthird phase thQthenth 85thREJthp5thhWretch D1Divisionvision was to become acactivetiVe and taketakeC-

ASTELLONORATO

takeC-

ASTELLONORATO

takeC-

ASTELLONORATOCASTELLONORATOCOSTELLO and MOUNTO IT
.-

SC
S-

C.SCAURI5CAUTRISARIU .
. . The, 3&6th6thth LivisipnDivisiorlDivisionDivisorD .vi.si.ortvisi.ortvisiortvisitor. ._ . . in1:010: re-rereoOreore-

aerve

re-

serve

re-

serve

-:-
'. '- aerve-serveserveerVderv was then tto "passpass'"pass through the 88th Division , after thethe-

latter
th-

eater
the-

latter
th-

eater
the-

latter
th-

eaterlatter had taken SPIGNOSIGNOR , with the mission of taking MOUNT SANT-

ANGELO

SAN-

TIAGO

SANTANTSANT-

ANGELO

SAN-

TIAGO

SANT-

ANGELO

SAN-

TIAGOANGELO then move on and cut the ITRI-PIGOITRIPIGOITRI-PICOPICOITRI-PICPICTRIPIG- O ROAD ending phasephase-

three

pas-
ture

phase-

three

pas-
ture

phase-

three

pas-
turethree ,. (7)7(7)-

The

(7)-

The

(7)-

The

( )

The terrain to the front of Fifth ArArmy presented manyman-

ydifficult

man-

ydifficult

man-

ydifficultdifficult features ., On the right flank the hills were high-

and

highl-

and

highhigh-

and

highl-

and

high-

and

highl-

andand many almost impassable terraces were on the slopes of

(5)5( ) A-5A5- , p . 6
(6)6( ) A-lAlA-11- , p . '78
(7)7( ) A-2A2- , pop . 56

. . . . . . . . . .
,...,._ _ .. . _ - ' - " 1'1-
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.jj. ? alLQr.,bU2.rL1e--rrL1er! --. . . ' TherThereEtherThe"® WBTWTtr8&lIimyAwlaiars,1nagetr8lIimyAwlaiars1nage'!"&'"-'bb' =tBfiy'" w1cl'TlT'" " 'ZrainageZrainageDrainagear'_ ainageimage, ditches on the-

left
hel-

met
thethe-

left
hel-

met

the-

left
hel-

metleft flank and the gaps between these ditches were infestedinfested-

wi

infeste-

d
infested-

with
infes-

ted
Infested-

with
Infes-

tedwiwithth mines . (8)-

On

(8)-

On

(8)8(8)-

On

( )

On 11 May the Spring Offensive pushed off ,. II CorpsCorps-

led
Cor-

pse

Corps-

led
Cor-

pse

Corps-

led
Cor-

pseled the Fifth ArmyArtnyArty attack with the 85th Division on the lefta-

nd
leftw-

ard

leftlefta-

nd
leftw-

ardand the 88th Division on the right ., The attack , . . . . ., . ..was 4.as.sm4as.sm4assm
. ... . . . . . ,. . . . sUcsuchsuccesssuc.c.essucc.essucces .-

ful

f-

ul
f-

oul
-40M40M- - ....... . -,r,, ,, -... .. ,. . .... ,. ...-.. .. ,. .,r.rwrrrwrarrow-.. - '

. . .... .. . . .- -

fu1fulfoul and by 19 May the attacking elements of II Corps hadhad-

pushed

sha-

dbush

had-

pushed

sha-

dbush

had-

pushed

sha-

dbushpushed into ITRITRI and still had the enemy on the run ,. (9)-

Thus

9T-

hus
(9)9(9)-

Thus

(9)-

Thus

( )

Thus phase three of the attack plan had been completed withwith-with-

out

with-

out

with-

out

¬-

out committing the 36th DivisionDivisicn , and new plans had to be mademade-

The

mad-

dest

.

The German Army to the front had reorganized at the HITLERHITLER-

LINE

INTER-

LINE

HITLER-

LINE

INTER-

LINE

HITLER-

LINE

INTER-

LINELINE ., This line ran from TERRACINArERRACINATERRAINrefrain on the coast extending-

east
extend-

ing
extendingextending-

east
extend-

ing
extending-

east
extend-

ingeast over the high mountains through the LIRILORI VALLEY to AGUINOGUIAGUINO-

and

Guine-

an
AGUINO-

and

Guine-

an
AGUINO-

and

Guine-

anand PIEDMONTEPIEDMONT ,. (10)10( ) ( See MapMafia B )

The new plan of Fifth ArmyA y consisted of a quick strike atT-

ERRACINA

at-

traction
atatT-

ERRACINA

at-

traction

atT-

ERRACINA

at-

tractionTERRACINATERRAIN to break the HITLER LINE whichwhlch would open HIGHWAYHIGHv1AYHIGHY1AY 77-

enabling

7-

enabling

7-

enablingenabling Allied troops to move through , join the forces atat-

ANZIO

A-

ntonio

at-

ANZIO

A-

ntonio

at-

ANZIO

A-

ntonioANZIOANSI andnndnd continue the attack to the north . Details of thethe-

plan

the-

spian

the-

plan

the-

spian

the-

plan

the-

spianplan were , first to move the 36th Division by water to AN2I-

Othen

ANZIOANSI ,

then the 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion was to drop
.
inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe AUSONIATJSONIMASONICMATSON MOUNTAINSMOUN1'J\INSMOUN1'JMOUN1JINS' \ to aid ;the;he move of II CorpsCOI'PSCOIPSCOPS' at TERRACINATERRAINTERRACINA-

.The

TERRACINA-

The

Deracin-
ate

.

The mainma.in. effort of the attack on TERRACINATERRAIN was to hebe made by-

the

b-
yte

byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe 85th Division ,. The 88th Division was to continue pushingpushing-

forward

pus-
hing

pushing-

forward

pus-
hing

pushing-

forward

pus-
hingforward through the high mountains on the right flank of IIII-

Corps

V-

ictors

II-

Corps

V-

ictors

II-

Corps

V-

ictorsCorps . (11)11(11)-

The

(11)-

The

( II )

The soldiers of the 85th Division were inspired by their-

previous

thera-

peutics
theirtheir-

previous

thera-

peutics
their-

previous

thera-

peuticsprevious successes andld were anxious to continue the attackattack-

All

attacka-

ble

,.

All was in readiness , the supply situation was excellent , and

(8)8(88( ) A-5A5- , p ., 22-

A2(9)9( ) A-2A2- , p . 5555-

A(10)10( ) A-AApA-7A7-? , p . 423423-

it
. . Ir.. .../itit/..1J1J(. )) A-AArA-

.4
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DISPOSITIONS: AND PLAUSPLA1ISPLANSPLUS OF THE 337TH
.

INFANTRY-

On

Infantr-

y

INFANTRYINF'ANTRY...

'

---_. ._, ._-., . "
, ._-- ..__ _ . ._ ..

_ . .-.- -

. ,. .. . . ,. . ... . . - . ..., .., ./, .- _-: .- " -- -
. , . ._ . - . . . . - -<- ,"w-- - -

On the morning of 21 MayMay.1944May1944. 1944 the 537th33'lth33lth337th' Infantry was-

moving

abs-

olving

waswas-

moving

abs-

olving

was-

moving

abs-

olvingmoving up HIGIWHIGHIGHWAYVAYAY 'tt:' /, with one battalion astride the road , anotheranother-

in
anoth-

er
another-

in
anoth-

er
another-

in
anoth-

erin the edge of the mountains on the right flank and the otherother-

motorized

ther-
moformed

,

motorized , following close behind the retreating GermansGerm&lSGermlSGermS& ready-

to

read-
y

readyready-

to

read-
y

ready-

to

read-
yto take advantage of any break through ,. (16)16( )

. . .. ..

, ' . . . . . . . , . . .. .. . . " " "

" ' "" ' -'

. . . . ,

' - '

. ". The regimentalregfmental planplenplanpollen wasa ffor the ]3sa]s t Battalion , reinforcedreinforced-

to

reinforce-

d
,.

to strike andan take TERRACTERRATERRACINATERRAININAINCA by speed and shock action . The-

2d

TheThe-

2d2d Battalion , motorized , was to continue through TERRACINATERRAIN and-

make

land-

mark

andand-

make

land-

markmake contact with the ANZIOANSI BEACHHEAD . The 5d3d Battalion wouldwould-

continue

would-

continue

would-

continuecontinue on the right flank and keep contact with the unit onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe right . (17)17(17)-

THE

(17)-

THE

(17)-

THE

( )

THE BATTALION SITUATION-

From

Situati-

on

SITUATION-

From

Situati-

on

SITUATIONSITUATION-

From

Situati-

onFrom position on HIGHWAYHIGIHiAY 7'tt' ' the 1st Battalion moved out-

at

outc-

ast

outout-

at

outc-

astat 0515 hours , 21 May 1944 on foot to support the nctorizud-

2d

lliQtorizudmotorizedclitorismotorized-

2d2d Battalion , but at 1100 hours , orders were received toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove into an assembly area about two miles south of PONDIFONDIPONDFOND forfor-

a

flor-

aa new mission . At about 1400 hours new orders were received-

directing

rece-
ived

receivedreceived-

d

receive-
d

.

d i ti ththe 11stlstlastt baBattalionattalion-. tt al i reinreinTcwerelianceiiff''oreore' ? . to+- attackt.. t. , k. ThTERRACINATERRAINTERRACIN-

A"about'7

TERRACIN-

Aabout7

RR.- A(1-.L\.lJRR- A1L.lJR-R.A(1R-RA1.-LL.-lJl-J( -. \!. kdirectingrecrecd ng e s . . . , .

on ,. ., . e n+; or.corcor:. eLedsbeds( ' 'JJ', '. "JOJO" e. aCaCUACLU-UU-.,UoJUFO
.

\oJoJ\ 1n ,
_.

v . A"A-

Battalion

B-

attalion

"-

of
o-f". " "shout'ishoutishout" " "' ' milessoMilesmilessouthwestmiles sosouthwest"thwestthwesttheist of the original poslpospositiontionion . The 2d2d-

Battalion

2d-
v

2d-

BattalionBattalion was to hold up and after the 1st Battalion had taken-

its1

takentaken-

its
tale-

nts

taken-

its
tale-

ntsits ' objective , continue the pursuit ,. (18)18(18)-

The

(18)-

The

(18)-

The

( )

The reinforcements joined the 1st Battalion in thethe-

assembly

t-
ease

the-

assembly

t-
ease

the-

assembly

t-
easeassembly area , they were the 91st Cavalry ReconnaissanceReconnaissanceReconnaissance-

Squadron

Reconnais-
sance

Reconnaissance-

Squadron

Reconnais-
sanceSquadron and a. companyCOll1pany each of tanks and tank destroyers-

The

destroy-
ers

destroyers ,.,

The Battalion Commander , Major Arnold Sanders , immediately

(16)lV(16)16( ) A-6A6- , p . 3-

Personal
53

(17)17( lV ) Personal knowledge anda d statements of CaptCaput Cecil CatesCoatesGates-
then

Att-
est

,
then S-2S28-28- , 5d3d Battalion , 337th Infantry , 18 OctoberOctob8r 19491949-
A8(18)18(18)-

A6

( ) A-8A8- , p ,. 28
.
. . : . : : . ' . . .
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A

A'
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'. j
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"

_.. . , AAi.rewZaire. . . '"thywe'atherthyweatherthwarter"-i.re-wi.rewi.reirew-° fiirfir"
&:,; ."-,we-trierwetriertier'-: " wawas

' '

mildniidEnid and dry , making the ab11iabilityty to movemov-

etroops

ove-

rtops
mov-

etroops

ove-

rtops
mov-

etroops

ove-

rtopstroops and equipment easy and observation good ,. (12)12( ) TheThe-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nley
The-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy situation was about the same , in addition the HITLERHITLER-

LINE

INTER-

LINE

HITLER-

LINE

INTER-

LINELINE had been prepared in advance ., To add to the alreadyalready-

strong
alre-

ady
already-

strong
alre-

ady
already-

strong
alre-

adystrong defense around TERRACINATERRAIN the Germans had brought downdown-

from

do-
wn

down-

from

do-
wn

down-

from

do-
wn ".. . . ..
from ROME the

. . . . . , . ., ..l5th15th.. ,.
end 71st71st-71strrsnadler71s .-.

,

GrrrsnadlerarsenalGrenadier-TieglmenfsGrenadierTieglmenfsrrsnadler"RegimentsTegumentsna lftrlifter -"Regiments"RegimentsRegiments"- "- ( ntsants of"
'

the 29th29thr.y-
NL

20tr"-

Panzer

20trP-

anzer

?

. . ' r.yNLryNLaryl" yq.IyqIFYI ' ' .II". .-

IPanzer

i-

mplanter

.
. , . ' . . . ' . ,

Panzer Grenadier Division and these fresh troops were nownow-

facing

sno-

wmaking

now-

facing

sno-

wmaking

now-

facing

sno-

wmakingfacing the 85th Division . (13)-

The

(13)-

The

(15)15(13)13(15)-

The

( )

The terrain approaching TERRACINATERRAIN was in itself aa-

definite

d-

efinite
a-

definite

d-

efinitedefinite disadvantage to the attacking forces . The onlyonly-

possible

coll-

apsible

only-

possible

coll-

apsiblepossible entrance from the south was HIGHWAY 7 , this highwayhighway-

ran

highway-

man

highway-

ran

highway-

manran through a series of corridors with. hills on the rightright-

and

right-

ed
right-

and

right-

ed
right-

and

right-

edand lowlovlove! marshy landlaIJdlaId and sometinessometirtessometimes water on the left . At thethe-

entrance

te-

ntacle
the-

entrance

te-

ntacle
the-

entrance

te-

ntacleentrance to TERRACINATERRAIN the mountains came down abruptly toto-

meet

o-

melet

to-

meet

o-

melet

to-

meet

o-

meletmeet the sea , the road ran on a narrow strip less than 100100-

yards

100-

yards

100-

yardsyards wide between the sea on the left and cliffsclifs( on thethe-

right

he-

ight
the-

right

he-

ight
tho-

right

tho-

roughright ,. ( SSeee '

.. MajgMaRMagi .ff. C ) (14)-

The

(14)-

The

(14)14(14)-

The

( )

The 85th DivisionsDivision's' plan to take TERRACINATERRAIN was to movemov-

eelements

over-

payments

mov-

eelements

over-

payments

mov-

eelements

over-

paymentselements of one regiment by water from GAETAAETNA , another upup-

HIGHVI

up-

UiloIMAY.7

uph-

XGHWAYHIGHVIHIGHU-iloIMAY.7UiloIMAY.7UiloIMAY.7iloIMAY7:- , Y-7Y7.-... anr1anantheanrltheanthemearthenrl-therlthe. -thethe-, the thirdth.rdthrd. twa17-a17a17pro'O"proOproPro'" - proprojectttacttact' ct th'ethettretreetie' Div'ision'sDivisionsDivisionDIVlsion' ' ss rightrigritrigoristright-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tful
.1 .11.-

1flankflank by moving through the mountains to the east of thethe-

objective

th-

eoretic
the-

objective

th-

eoreticobjective . Elements of the 588th388th Infantry did moveDloveLove by waterwater-

from

water-

front

water-

from

water-

frontfrom GAETAAETNA but landed short of TERRACINATERRAIN and were pinched outout-

by

gou-

ty

out-

by

gou-

ty

out-

by

gou-

tyby the other advancing units , so this regiment was assembledassembled-

as

assembl-

edas Division Reserve ,. The 557th33th337th? Infantry was to continuecontinue-

advancing

cont-
inued

continue-

advancing

cont-
inued

continue-

advancing

cont-
inuedadvancing up HIGHWAY 7 in a frontal attack on TERRACINATERRAINTERRACIN-

Awhile

Terrac-
ing

TERRACIN-

Awhile

Terrac-
ing

TERRACIN-

Awhile

Terrac-
ingwhile the 559th339th Infantry continued through thethothou mountains onon-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

the

M-

ontethe right flank ,. (15)15( )

(12)12( ) Personal knowledge
(13)13( ) A-2A2- , p ,. 85

l "( 1 )} - -'" A.fl" , lJlJe4.. - -e4--e4e4-
J

-W-
(15)

W-
15

- 4

... . . . . .-_ . _ J(15)15( 5)5)
. , . , ,

A-5A5,
-

. J, . ,p _
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as

orde-
rs

rdsreds;
as to the part they were to play In the coming attack . AllAll-

vehicles
A-

llelic
All-

vehicles
A-

llelic
All-

vehicles
A-

llelicvehicles were brought up to the vicinity of the battalionbattaliona-

ssembly
batta-

lions
battaliona-

ssembly
batta-

lionsassembly area , the drivers and&ndnd& maintenance personnel werewere-

busied
Er-

ebus
were-

busied
Er-

ebus
were-

busied
Er-

ebusbusied adding fuel and checking vehicles for the attack ,. (19)-

Orders

(19)-

Orders

(19)19(19)-

Orders

( )

Orders were Issued by the battalion commander for aa-

perimeter

p-

erimeter

a-

perimeter

p-

erimeter

a-

perimeter

p-

erimeterperimeter guard to be placed around the assembly area , ammuniammuni-ammoniaammun-

ition

ammun-

ition

ammun-

ition

¬-

tionion be distributed and for the men to get as much rest asas-

possible

a-

pposite
as-

possible

a-

pposite
as-

possible

a-

ppositepossible . The men took this opportunity toheatthreattoheatthreatto he
f at rations and getget-

a

Gret-

aa little sleep . Ammunition and rations were Issued , weaponsweapons-

were

weap-
ons

weapons-

were

weap-
ons

weapons-

were

weap-
onswere checked , packs were made and all was in readiness forfor-

the

fo-
rte

for-

the

fo-
rte

for-

the

fo-
rtethe move *.

During tnethetine time that the troops were eating ,,, restingresting-

and

resti-
ng

resting-

and

resti-
ng

resting-

and

resti-
ngand beingbeinBbegin re-suppliedresupplied- , the battalion commander took thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany commanders , the battalion staff and the attached unit.-

commanders

unitunito-

mni

uni-

on.com.manderscom.manderscommanders.commanders.. omni. ndersAnders to theth high ground. just in frontf7'ontf7ont.' of.theoftheoftenof . . the llssemblyOlsene.ss.eess.eesseJesseeseassemb.l-

yarea

assembly-

area

assemb-

lage

. ,. ahLyAshley:. , ". . .

area to makemcltemaculate plans for the advance . Observation was goodEoodRood asas-

far

a-

far

as-

far

a-

far

as-

far

a-

farfar as could be seen . The highway to the front was in goodgoo-

dcondition

goo-

dcondition

goo-

dconditioncondition and no enemy activity in sight ,.

VVaryVaryL.11VoiVoid61'Y61Y'y IilittleL.11L11. t}+ tlisis'rw.s.aws.awsaWA'rr'w-&cw&cc+
.
-a& . kn.Q'I.vnknQI.vnknQIvnkoninikn.oknokenoknym.obovtknymobovt. ',.vn.. . L'.bi\.bi..bitbit' )'31\:" t ., tbtbeltele :

. narnarde.U1ieU1i. :. :
.
fljfl1. tu.etituetitestistuQtau. .

: lpnlpPo. ., toto.ttot.". thethe-

front

the-

reon
e.-

front

ef-

ront
fr-

ont
. . . " .

front but it was assumed that TERRACINATERRAIN would be the nextnext-

strong

net-

ting
next-

strong

net-

ting
next-

strong

net-

tingstrong defense . Advance aerial reconnaissancerecormaissance and Q-2Q2G-2G- in-inin-

formation

in-

formation

InIn-

formation

¬-

formation stated that activity in and around TERRACTERRATERRACINATERRAININAINCA VJaswasVasVJa-

sslight

Jac-

klight

wa-

sslight

ga-

slight

wa-

sslight

ga-

slightslight ,.

The commanders returned from their reconnaissance andand-

made

hand-

made

and-

made

hand-

made

and-

made

hand-

mademade final preparations for the attack ,. (20)20( )

(19)19( ) Personal knowledgeknowledgeL-
2Q3.J3Ja.Aw.. n-nnU- U 9.)M .'._1.Person'

. 'wuluwuluZulu'
1rsenaarsenal9.I)9.l9I9.l9I9l,.)- wiiMrWeimar

.?. _knokenokknowledknowledge
,a
<!-.-.

.ee;!.-LedfeLedge
- w fw

;, e
'; '

;'rr'" ._. J.. .. .
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THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTAC-

K1JInce

ATTACK- - .

, , , , ._ . . . .. . . . .. - . .ww. + ... . .".. ' r' Iwo. ... . .rr. , ...+.. i.rir. .. . . ., Nw.wNwwWw. . .. _ -. . . .JJ. ' . .w.w--w.w.w.www..w-
.wsince

_. . -. - + . . _ - . . ._ . . --- , . ,-- -' -w-w " " " a.rar- " "- --- -1JInce1JIncesince"SineSine Q lEoflEoit-ititdit'dan dadvancedvlancadvance e rreconnaissancereconnaissance1S; c--c-;cfoff the;-;entire; area-; waswa-

simpossible

wa-

simpossibleimpossible the battalion commander planned to send reconnaisreconnais-recommitsreconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

¬.-
sancestance groups ahead to keep him posted on the terrain andand-

enemy

An-

dean

and-

enemy

An-

deanenemy situation to the front ,.

The time for movemontmovemantmovement from the assembly area was to bebe-

3,7'O

be-

17. . . . . . . 13,7'O37O, ? 00'0 hohorshoia"<3c?{; , 21 . Msayy 19441944-1944Coriipiy"- .:, CompanyCompanCoriipiyCorrigibly,%
,

A.woul-

d

Awoul-

d

Woul-

d

A
,.
would urbanizel'panlzelpanlzeorganizepanzer'; a motorizedmotorized-

patrol
motor-

ized
motorized-

patrol
motor-

ized
motorized-

patrol
motor-

izedpatrol consisting of three jeeps , each jeep was to be mountedmounted-

with

moun-

ted
mounted-

with

moun-

tedwith a heavy machine gun with the gunners to come from CompanyCompany-

D

Compan-

yD . Following the jeeps the 91stgIst Cavalry Reconnaissance SquadronSquadron-

would

Squad-
ron

Squadron-

would

Squad-
ron

Squadron-

would

Squad-
ronwould move at a distance enough behind so the enemy could notnot-

reasonably

un-

traceably

not-

reasonably

un-

traceably

not-

reasonably

un-

traceablyreasonably observe both and place fire on them at tnethetine same time ,.

Company A was to lead the foot elements furnishing thethe-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adache

the-

advance

he-

adacheadvance 8u&rd8urdguardui& d and flank guard on either side of the road asas-

far

a-

far

as-

far

a-

far

as-

far

a-

farfar as observation and terrain would permit . Attached toto-

Company

T-

acoma

to-

Company

T-

acoma

to-

Company

T-

acomaCompany A was the remainder of the machine gun platoon notnot-

sent

out-

spent

not-

sent

out-

spentsenseensentt with the motorized patrol . ImmediatelyIrrunediatelyIrremediably in rear of CompanyCompany-

A

Compan-

yA wouldVJouldJoule be the battalion advance command group consisting ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe Battalion CommondprCommDndArCommanderCommoner , S8.2S-3S33-3S-S3S- , , 8.282S-2S2S-SSand-. ? anandaxed membersembmb rs of the BattalionBattalion-

Intelli
Batta-

lion
Battalion-

Intelligence
Batt-

alion
Battalion-

IntellIrenee
Batt-

alionIntelliIntelIntelligenceencefence SectionS0.ctJ.onS0ctJ.onS0ctJon. :. ,. FollowingFollo\'Jinl3Follo'Jinl3Jinl3Follow\' the command Gl"CUPGlCUPZrcupLockupRecoup"rcupcup VJo1worldvrorldreorderld be-

otrlexr

b-

ottler

bebe-

Cofliiiany
. ." . . . , ' . . ' . ' . . . . . . . . ' . , "

.
. '. , ., - CCofliiianyaT.lYaTlYaptly." E'lElE-/lthElthlath. '..- . ,/' th . thW otherottleIotrlexrbottlethriller ', fmoxhrn'emoxhrneniachinamournedniacinlah1h(;: '. gunun plaplanplatoonl ociriooricirriHori ' from Companyompcompi DD-

attached

A-

ttached

D-

attached

A-

ttached

'

attached . Then behind Company B would be Company C , the supportsupportc-

ompany

sports-

manly

supportc-

ompany

sports-

manly

supportc-

ompany

sports-

manlycompany , with no attachments . Following Company C would be thethe-

rear

the-

reat

the-

rererearsr battalion commandcOnID1and group , then the tanks and tank destroyersdestroyers-

followed

destro-
yers

destroyers-

followed

destro-
yers

destroyers-

followed

destro-
yersfollowed by the mortar platoon and finally the battalion supplysupply-

vehicles

su-
pply

supply-

vehicles

su-
pplyvehicles wiwithth add.1add1additional. tlonaltonal ammuniammoniaammunitiontionion ., CommunicationContnnlnlcatlonConstellation was to bebe-

maintained

e-

manation

be-

maintained

e-

manation

be-

maintained

e-

manationmaintained primarily by SCRSR 500300 radios ,.

Each company was to furnish its own flank security and inin-

addition

in-

anition

in-

addition

in-

anition

in-

addition

in-

anitionaddition Company C would furnish security for those elements to-

J

t-

o

to4-

00IM

totoi-

rg

oilr-

ig. _- .,_ "' .." ' . .. .JJ;:..' , - ' . _4 .., . . . , .
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nwr-
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the rreara .
.

TTie:ie
,

e
.

foformation.
at

.
on

. thehe., road . WQs.toWQstoWestonwaswaaWada . to be a march '- column
c- olumn'-

column
c- olumn'-

columnie'h'cle
' column

- - " - ' _ . .. . .,.
.

_ .* . . " '-- -- ' - -- - --- -
. . . .. ., ._- JW-JWJWnJanJWeit'tl9T- nn-nni-. -ei-t'tl9Teit'tl9Tttl9T- i-iireTrslcrtrwrCn-- 'reTr-slcrtr-wrCnreTrslcrtrwrCnretroselectorwren- lcrtr1Jn11'tlcrtr1Jn11t- { 'TneTine

" VhveTiIcles"ofveTiIclesofventriclesi- -e'h'cleie- 'h'clee- hclev- ehicle- ' 'cleclefcleofclefs-o-fof'-"of
- "t"h-achine"t"hthachinemachine"

the
"';-;machine gun piaApiaplatoons-

moving
Plato-

nism
platoonsplatoons-

moving
Plato-

nism
toonstonstoons-

moving

tons-
uringmoving along with their platoonpl&toonpltoon& to carry the guns and ammunjtlonammunitionammunJAmmanaminunjtion-

(21)

aminunjtio-

n21
tionion .

(21)21(21)N-

ARRATION

((21)N-

ARRATION

)

NARRATION-

'rUE

NARRATION-

THE

NARRATI-

ON

NARRATIONNARRATION-

THE

NARRATI-

ON'THE'rUErUE APPROACH MARCH TO TERRACINA-

'llho

TERRACINA-

i

Terracin-

g

TERRACINATERRAINTERRACINA-

'rho'rhorho'llhollhohoLoloi'' he motorized , patrol led by First Lieutenant :Edwardhdward bE:E-

McDermott

M-

cDermott

,.

McDermott moved out of the assembly area at 17501730 hours , 2121-

May

21-

May

21-

MayMay 1944 ,. There was no advance artillery preparation becausebecause-

the
becau-

se
because-

the
becau-

se
because-

the
becau-

sethe idea of the wholewholBwhorl operation was speed anand . surprise . TheTh-

epatrol

Th-

eatre
Th-

epatrol

Th-

eatre
Th-

epatrol

Th-

eatrepatrol was followed in about ten minutes by the reconaissancereconnaissancereconaissance-
squadron

reconnais-
sance

reconaissance-
squadron

reconnais-
sance

reconaissance-
squadron

reconnais-
sancesquadron and thethothou foot elements ,.

The advance was without incident untilur.tilurtilcurtail. the mot.orizedmotorizedmot.orize-
dpatrol

motor-
ized

motorized-

patrol
motor-

ized
motorized-

patrol
motor-

ized
.

patrol reached the cemetery at thetie foot of' MONT BIAGIOBAGNIO where-

the

wher-

eat
wherewhere-

the

wher-

eat

where-

the

wher-

eatthe Germans opened fire from the mountain and knocked outout-

two

out-

wore

out-

two

out-

wore

out-

two

out-

woretwo jeeps and forced thothethou members of the patrol to take covercover-

in

coveri-

ng

cover-

in

coveri-

ng

cover-

in

coveri-

ngin the ditches along the sides of HIGHWAY 7 ,. The reconnaisreconnais-recommitsreconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

¬-

sancestance squadron and. the foot elements didnotdidn'tdid 'notnot', have knowledge ofof-

exactly
f-

eatly
of-

exactly
f-

eatly
of-

exactly
f-

eatlyexactly what had happened to the patrol because a curve in thetheJ-

ftP

th-

eft

e
. . . ._. . . ,. . . . . . .

.I-

'althoughi
I-

althoughi
A-

lthough
"' ' " x

- -JftPJftPFtP-.,,pad9.d9d. '-

rb
r- b'- rbrusted'

",b&truGtedbtruGtedtrudged,bs. & {ruoted-rustedrustedrouted-
'-

ob
o- b'

observationobserv-alt"P1onobservalt"P1onaltP1onobserve!, - " i J,
'although"tnealthoughtnealthoughrtIioratio gh"" tnethetine eenemyenemyneiny"firneinyfirninny' "

fire could"ouldouldGould
"

bebe-

he

b-
ee

be-

heard

be-

head

be-

heard

be-

headheheardardWard ,. ( See Map C )

Since the enemy had let the motorized patrol pass itsits-

position

dis-

position
its-

position

dis-

position

*'

position and opened fire at the last possible moment before-

observation

beforebefore-

observation

before-

observationobservation was obstructed , the remainder of the column waswas-

even

das-

heen

was-

even

das-

heen

was-

even

das-

heeneven with the enemy position before it was realized . Company-

A

Compan-

y

Company

A had just passed parallel to the summit of MONT BIAGIOBAGNIO andand-

Company

anc-

horman

and-

Company

anc-

horman

and-

Company

anc-

hormanCompany B was just opposite the enemy position when fire waswas-

opened

as-

pen
was-

opened

as-

pen
was-

opened

as-

penopened again . Several members of Company B , including their-

x

thei-

r

theirtheir-

CD

the-
ir(21)21( CD) Personal knowledgknowledgeknowledge . . _ . . . . . . . . . _ 1" -" "- * \-. .

- -'. '--* ' -'
, .

y-y-y1knowledgeknowledgem-
ew

knowled-
ge

.
.
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commander ., First Lieutenant R . M . SpinaSpin, were killed ., FiFirstFirst-

Lieutenant

First-

Lleute

Forest-

allment

st
. . . . . , . . . . . . . . .

,. . . .. ._ .
_ . . .

Lieutenant._ . .' .._-_n ant_ . . . .00. . James. . . . - . . . , .
M- .

. , ..-DpyJLeDOlleDoyleDOle- .-. . .. . -assumassumeassumdassumedaj3ST. .:....©q ., cwcwacaanQana ,
.

.,., .. , . __. . .,. .. ... ... . .. " .. _ ..__.-.. - .. ,. - . . ... .. .

The battalion commander ordered Companies A and B toto-

deploy

o-

rderly

to-

deploy

o-

rderly

to-

deploy

o-

rderlydeploy along the road and for Company C to move off the roadroad-

to

roa-

d
road-

to

roa-

dto the right to extend thothou line around the enemy positionposition-

See

positio-
ns

.

(SeeSee Map C ) The tanks and tank destroyers were brought upup-

even

un-

even

up-

even

un-

even
. .evenvenSven with. .- tlt-l. the- wr.i.flethe- wri.flethe- wrifleeth- erifiedst- erilethe.rlf.3--

e
therlf.3-

e
the.rlf.-

3
therlf-

3e) . .,.r.1.fJr1.fJr1fJ. .

.

. . - companiescompan1e.Rcompan1eRcompa.niegcompaniegcompanied. . and.t.QQandt.QQandtQQbanditandananAJanA.... <to A mortarmortsr: pls.to.Q.nplstoQ.nplstoQnplatoonplastronpl.a.topla.toplatopi . e.toonetooneton. .on. want .tt-r.ottr.o.ttttr.oro.1.nto1.nto1ntotrod. .ttr.o-

action

.1.nt-

oaction

5n. .) -..o-

action

o-

action

a-

ction
.

action . Fire was exchanged betweenbatween the enemy forces and thethe-

1st

the-

1st

the-

1st1st Battalion until darkness , with very little additionaladditionald-

amage
additi-

onal
additionald-

amage
additi-

onal
additionald-

amage
additi-

onaldamage being done to the 1st Battalion . Just after darknessdarkness-

the

darkne-
ss

darkness-

the

darkne-
ss

darkness-

the

darkne-
ssthe battalion commander ordered a strong combat patrol to bebe-

organized

re-

organized

be-

organized

re-

organized

be-

organized

re-

organizedorganized by Company C , to move around to the right of thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy positions ., This patrol moved out at about 2100 hourshours-

.It

hours-

It
Hur-

st

.

It took the patrol at least an hour to maneuver into positionposition-

but

positi-
on

,

but once in position it took the enemy completely by surprisesurprise-

and

surpri-
se

surprise-

and

surpri-
se

surprise-

and

surpri-
seand met with success . The patrol returned at about 2330 hourshours-

brlnelng

hous-

ebroken

hours-

bringing

outs-

hining
hours-

bringing

outs-

hiningbrlnelngbringingblanketing; 5131 prisoners and reported that the remainder.remld.nderremld.nderremldnder.remainderreminder. : . of thetketaketke-

enemy

Ke-

nney

the-

enemy

He-

nley

,

enemy had eieithertherether been killed or had wjwithdrawn. thdrawnthrown . 'The'llhellheMlle battalionbattalionr-

eformed
batta-

lion
battalionr-

eformed
batta-

lionreformed on the road and led by the 91st Reconnaissance SquadSquad-Squad-

ron

Squad-

ron

Squad-

ron

¬-

ron contiimedcontinuedcentime its advancee.dvanceedvance. toward TERRACINATERRAIN . (22)-

TH

(22)-

THE

(22)22(22)-

THE

( )

THTHFIRSTHIRDS
' -

-FIRSFIRSFIRS'TFIRST'
"-

NTGH'l'IN
N-

TGHlIN
A- ngling"' '' lHEHE ' TERRACINA-

The

Deracin-

ate

TLRRACIKA-TLRRACIKA'l'ERFJ.CINAlERFJ.CINAlERFJCINATERRACINA--TERRACINATRACKTERRAINTLRRACIKA-

The

Tracta-

te

' "- --THE FIRST'NJGE-
T

FIRSTNJGE-
T

FIRS-
T

' NTH H2' IMIN THE VICINITY OF ' .
'The'l'helhehe' reconnaissance squadron was able to reach the out-outou-

tskirts

ou-

tskirts

outou-

tskirts

¬-

skirts of TERRACINATERRAIN and by 02500230 hours , 22 May , the foot ele-eledeleele-

ments

ele-

ments

eledeleele-

ments

¬-

mentsaments were within one mile of the city limits . It seemed asas-

though

al-

though

as-

though

al-

though

as-

though

al-

thoughthough the attack plan was about to meet with success , but thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy had other plansplane ., As the advance elelementsmentsaments of Company AA-

moved

M-

oved

A-

moved

M-

oved

A-

moved

M-

ovedmoved down the corridor formed by the mountains on the right-

and

right-

ed
right-

and

right-

ed
rightright-

and

right-

edand the sea on the left , on the outskirts of TERRACINATERRAIN , thethe-

(22)
th-

e22(22)22( ) A-8A8- , p . 28 ; Personal knowledg-

eL

knowledge.-

mn

knowledg-

ee

knowledg-

eil

knowled-

ge

knowledge
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1'0enemy

' ,.-- <- ..-.-..--_ .. '_. _._
, . .. . .--.- _, . . "AIAI" . .

_,_ 1 ." ,.- . _. . . . . ..._.._ , _ . .

eno2nyenemy greeted them with point blank aautomatictomat1c
.

weaponP anandand-

'6S

and-

6S
_

. . ._. . . _ . . . - . . . . .. . . - . . . .. . " . ..-. . . . --.-. '-r.- - - uuEfauf' Ef inmnnniminnnm 'rartillerytiltailtilertillererer'f1re' --'f1r-efire- - '

fire
-

.,
'

"ThTh
"

Thesese "

enemyemyEmmy weapons were well placd---placdplacedplacd-

in

placi-
ng

plaplanplacedececdrecd;d "'--- " " - , .

in houses and caves just beyond an abrupt turn in the roadroad-

See

roa-

ds
,.

( See Map C)) It was necessary for the reconnaissance squadsquad-squad-

ron

squad-

ron

squad-

ron

¬-

ron fcobotoco withdraw . Due to darknessrknessknees the remainder of the columncolumn-

closed

coun-

cilors

column-

closed

coun-

cilors

column-

closed

coun-

cilorsclosed up before word was received as to what had happenedhappened-

Several

happ-
ened

,.

Several
. . . , _ . . v _ : ..membersembers

, ...,
of CCCCcnpanyOccupancynpanpanP&nfPnfPf&qq.were: --.were.were-,.were. A.Y'JftreA.YJftreAYJftreWayfarerA . .werewere.' , lJk{kUledkilledt llsdlsdll d anctendandact: manymfu'lYmfulYfully"' ethersothoohoothers-

wounded

oth-
ers

± ss-

wounded

w-

oundedwounded , including the advanced guard Platoon Leader , FirstFirst-

Lieutenant

First-

Lieutenant

First-

LieutenantLieutenant Peters ,.

The battalion halted and tanks were called forward , butbut-

due

bu-

tte
but-

due

bu-

tte
but-

due

bu-

ttedue to the well dug in enemy weapons there was no chance forfor-

the

fo-

rte

for-

the

fo-

rtethe tanks to get into position to fire ., 'The'J1heJ1he battalionba.ttalion. medicalmedical-

corps

media-

tors
medical-

corps

media-

tors
medical-

corps

media-

torscorps personnel , working under direct fire , evacuated thethe-

wounded

th-

rone
the-

wounded

th-

rone
the-

wounded

th-

ronewounded .,

Orders were issued for the companies to spread out alongalong-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

ate

along-

the

elong-

atethe road to the rear . Continued efforts were made by thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks to advance , but it was impossible due to thethothou point blankblank-

antitank

bla-
nket

blank-

antitank

bla-
nketantiantitanktank firefiI'efiIefie' placed on them . Small patrols attempted to sU.r-sU.rsur-surslursU.-

rround

sUr-

round

sur-

round

surslursur-

round

. ¬-

round the enemy strong points , but due to the sea on the leftlefta-

nd

leftw-

ard

lefta-

nti

Lev-

ant

lefta-

nd

leftw-

ardandanti the cliff on the right , movement was restrictedresLrlcted to thethe-

road

He-

rod

the-

road

He-

rod
. . ,."-

meant-
"- meantm- eant"-

meantthe.io
". .-

meanT-
.-

meanT
m- eanT"- '. ' ' 'road and its edges ., This1'his1his' .meanTthatmeantmeanT the.iotheiotheothatthat'anythatanytartan.

.-

any
a- nyany ,movemove i'forward' rwardreward would bebe-

under

be-

nder

be-

under

be-

nderunder direct observation and into the face of all enemy wea-weaweakwea-

pons

wea-

pons

weaweakwea-

pons

¬-

ponspeons ,. Supporting fire fromfvamfame the mortars was placed on the enemyenem-

ypositions

enem-

ypositionspositions with no effect because the positions were so well dugdug-

in

drugg-

ing

dug-

in

drugg-

ing

dug-

in

drugg-

ingin .

Finally just before dawn the battalion commander orderedordered-

the

order-
ed

ordered-

the

order-
ed

ordered-

the

order-
edthe battalion to withdraw to the foot of MOUNT CROCSCROCECROCKER . ( SeSeeSee-

Map

Se-

em

Seje-

Map

Se-

emMMap C ) The companies reorganized , replaced key personnel andand-

put

san-

dpit

and-

put

san-

dpit

and-

put

san-

dpitput outposoutpostoutposionoutpointoutpostoutposi on the slopes of MOUNT CROCECROCKER ,. The mortar platoonplatoon-

r

platoo-

n

.

.
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M'" '-" "--.M.M-.. .-

Mand

M-

andyand ththe battalion supply section set up in the open , fieldfield-

west

field-

ers
field-

west

field-

ers
field-

west

field-

erswest of MOUNT CROCROCCROCECROCKCROCKER : .

Major Sanders calledoalledcoaled the company commanders together andand-

planned

en-

dplate
and-

planned

en-

dplate
and-

planned

en-

dplateplanned an attack across MOUNT CROCECROCKER . The attack plan con-concon-

sisted

con-

sisted

concon-

sisted

¬-

sistedsited of Companies A and B moving up the nose while CompanyCompany-

C

Compan-

yC moving up the center of the mountain . These orders werewere-

given

per-

ceive

were-

given

per-

ceive

were-

given

per-

ceivegiven fromfroIngroin the foot of tho-thothouthochoctbthe,.:. _-.. L'uuntainLuuntainBlunting.c(\' ntainntalnentraintalon facing HIGHWAY . 77J7th1J, thith1thinthi-

meant

itin-

erant

t .ii..i-

meant

i-

ndent

& . . . . . . . . .

meant that Companies A and B were to move directly off thethe-

road

He-

rod
the-

road

He-

rodroad , as the mountain ran perpendicular to the road , and Com-ComCom-

pany

Com-

pany

ComCom-

pany

¬-

panypanky C would move around to the right off the road and up thethe-

steep
th-

ese
the-

steep
th-

esesteep slopes . ( See Map D ) Commanders returned to theirc-

ompanies

pher-

omones
theirtheirc-

ompanies

pher-

omonescompaniescampaniescampaniles and final plans were made ,.
."'

THE SECOND DAY AND MIGHTNIGHT AT MOUNT CROC-

EJust

Croc-

hets

CROC-

EJust

Croc-

hets

CROCECROCKERCROC-

EJust

Croc-

hetsJust before dawnda.wn. the companies moved out and by daylightdaylight-

all

daylig-

ht
daylight-

all

daylig-

htall elementselement had reached Knob 1 of the mountain and started toto-

organize

to-

boggan

to-

organize

to-

boggan

to-

organize

to-

bogganorganize positionsposltions . As the sunBun camecane up overOVdlOvid" the mountains fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe east the members of the 1st Battalion found that. theirtheir-

position

therm-

osetting

their-

position

therm-

osetting

their-

position

therm-

osettingposition was not as stable as they thought . Enemy fire startedstartedf-

co

started-

to

starte-

dto lrainain down on xhemthemhem; , 1itt seemed that snipers were behind.. everyevery-

rock

eve-
ry

every-

rock

eve-
ry

every-

rock

eve-
ryrock and tree on the mountain ,. German long rangeranfran e :machinemachlne, gllng7angallonglln-

and

Gil-

lian

g7an-

and

gun-

end

gun-

nedand artillery fire was placed alloverall over MOUNT CROCECROCKER and HIGIWHIGHIGHWAYHIGHWAY-

7

JAY

7 from positions on Knob 2 of MOUNT CROCECROCKER and MOUNT STERPANOSTEPHANSTEhPANO-

See

Stepha-

nie

.

( Se3See!_ .
MopJDMRMopM.M _ -RR-D )

Many individual fights broke out , hand to hand in manyman-

ycases

Ma-

yas
man-

ycases

Ma-

yas
man-

ycases

Ma-
yascases . Control was hard for the leaders to maintain as theythey-

moved

the-

y've
they-

moved

the-

y've
they-

moved

the-

y'vemoved about trying to organize squads , platoons and companiescompanies-

Many

compan-

ies
,.

Many individuals of the is1stt Battalion performed almost un-unun-

believable

un-

believable

unun-

believable

¬-

believable feats of heroism . The Commanding Officer of Comm-

oo

Com-

oro

Comm-

.r

Com-

m

Com-ComCommCom-

SxiP

Co-

mas

-

. . .
,

_
" - - -... . . .r-r.-r-7

".. .. ' -SS-. XTXTSSTOSS. .-SSSS- ;;.- ,.: '. . .. ;..-:". .
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ppanypaypankyy B , FirstI irstfirst Lieutenant Doyle , and Illshis radio operatoroper.ator. capturcapturecapturedcaptured-

an

captur-

ed

d,

an enemy company command post . First Lieutenant PrancesFrances JJ-

Moore

M-

oore

,.

Moore , Commanding Officer of Company D was killed as he movedmove-

dbravely

over-

drove

move-

dbravely

over-

drovebravely about , disregarding the sniper fire , attempting toto-

organize

to-

boggan

to-

organize

to-

bogganorganize the menmenjmen,. First Lieutenant Paul E ,. GorrellGore assumedassumed-

command

assu-
med

assumed-

command

assu-
medcommand of that company ,.

TankTanks werwearwermvedwereaovedswervedbereavedwere-mvedmvedmoved-'")ovedcoved upup to the bebesebasebesetse of tht.eounteountenonthsthis.. .
>

. no\1ntno1nt!:mountain\ r n.inninaimnine. to firsyfirs"-

on

firs-

on

friss-

on

ir&" ", .

on the enemy positions on MOUNT CRCCECRUCES . The mortars started toto-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffies

to-

fire

ta-

ffiesfire on Knob 2 and in rear of the mountain , cutting off enemyenem-

yreplacements

enem-

yreplacements

enem-

yreplacementsreplacements and supplies . The tank fire would have helpedhelped-

considerably

helped-

considerably

helped-

considerablyconsiderably if the 1st Battalion soldiers had not been soso-

intermingled

s-

intering
so-

intermingled

s-

intering
so-

intermingled

s-

interingintermingled with the enemy , that the tanks had to withdraw ,.

Close range fighting continued throughout the remainderremainder-

of

remaind-

erof the morning and by noon neither side had won a decisivedecisive-

victory
deci-

sive
decisive-

victory
deci-

sive
decisive-

victory
deci-

sivevictory .* The enemy managed to move most of his forces toto-

Knob

to-

pknot

to-

Knob

to-

pknot

to-

Knob

to-

pknotKnob 2 of MOUNT CROCECROCKER and the 1st Battalion was organizing onon-

Knob

B-

onn

on-

Knob

B-

onnKnob 1 . ( SeeSeSee- .AapSee-AapS-ea_ ._ 2MaID. I.PIP?_.D)) The battalion commander realized , thatthat-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hed

that-

the

thatc-

hedthe battle was a st&lematestlematestalemate& and due to the nearness of the twotw-

oforces

tw-

ofer
tw-

oforces

tw-

ofer
.

forces , artillery and8'rd8rd.'} tankte.YlkteYlkTel. fire waswa.s. of 1-1little1ttle:'- ttletitle advantageadvRntage ; therethere-there-

fgr9

there-

f

thereo-

f

there-

fore

-¬

fforefgr9re the S-2S25-25- andend. 3-33S-3SS-SSwereWere- werewer8 sent . to guide the ejpmpaniesCompaniesepiphaniesrnparna iesdies backback-

down

bec-

kon

back-

down

bec-

kon

back-

down

bec-

kondown to ththe footrfootot"o-
f

oto-
f

Ott-
o""-

of
o- f"

of
'

MOUNT CROCECROCKER . (23)-

By

(23)-

By

(23)23(23)-

By

( ))

By this time artillery had moved into position and waswas-

able

was-

hable

was-

able

was-

hable

was-

able

was-

hableable to place well observed fire on MOUNT CROCECROCKER and harass thethe-

enemy

He-

nley

the-

enemy

He-

nleynemyenemyEmmy beyond the mountain and in TTERRACINATERRAINRRACINARACINE ,. (24)24( ) Tanks werewere-

again

enra-

ging

were-

again

enra-

ging

were-

again

enra-

gingagain moved up to the foot of the mountain and started firing-

all
firi-

ng
firingfiring-

all
firi-

ng
firing-

all
firi-

ngall weapons at the enemy . Behind this artiMartiartilleryle y and tank fire-

the

fir-

th
firefire-

the

fir-

th
fire-

the

fir-

ththe foot troops movedlnovedloved back up MOUNT CROCECROCKER and completely routed-

the

rout-

ed

routedrouted-

the

rout-

ed

routed-

the

rout-

edthe Germans fromframframe both Knobs ,. During this attack Major General

(25)25(23)23( ) Personal knowledgeknowledge-
(24)

knowledg-
e24(24)24( 24 ) A-9A9- , p . 53
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Coulter , CommandingCommendingComm d1ng General of the 85th Division and LieutenantLieutenant-

General

Lieute-
nant

Lieutenant-

General

Lieute-
nantGeneral KeyesKeynes , Commanding General of the II Corps arrived at-

the

ba-

the

atat-

the

ba-

thethe Command Post of the 1st Battalion and emphasized to ColonelColonel-

Huge

Colo-
nel

Colonel-

Hugos

Colo-
nelHugesHughesHuge s , Commanding Officer of the 537th337th Infantry who was al-alal-

ready

al-

ready

alal-

ready

¬-

ready there , the importance of taking TEJRRACINATERRACINATERRATERRAIN ,.

The rifle units of the 1st Battalion pushed the German-

scompletely

GermansGerman-

scompletely
. , . . . - . . . ' .-

ccompletelyo I>lf) teJTaj y off' thetr.GtrGtrig. LxlmXylemyuanilitusability1:: 1I1 1'111'it"oiitoiitot"' "'01J. MOUM1MoUNIMOUNTMourn],' CCROCECROCKERROC and sesett up popositionspositions-

on

positio-
ns

s1 tlonstalonstlons-

on

talo-
nson the line originally occupied by the enemy . The members ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 1st Battalion were almost completely exhausted having hadhad-

no

Han-

oi

had-

no

Han-

oi

had-

no

Ha-

noino rest since 1700 hours , 21 May ; now it was about 2200 hours,-

22

hours-

22

hours ,

22 May ,. The positions were consolidated and fire was exchangedexchanged-

between

excha-
nged

exchanged-

between
excha-

ngedbetween the two forces . The remainder of the night passed withwith-with-

out

with-

out

with-

out

¬-

out incident and just before dawn v/ordvordwordFord/ was received that thethe-

2d

the-

2d2d Battalion would relieve the 1st Battalion ,. The 1st Battalion-

was

Battali-
on

Battalion
was to reorganize in an assembly area just south of MOUNT CROCECROCKERCROC-

Eand

Cresce-

ndo

CROC-

Eand

Cresce-

ndo

CROC-

Eand

Cresce-

ndoand be prepared to assist in the final attack on TERHACINATERRACINATRAINTERRAINTERRACINA.-

At

TERRACINA-

At

Terracin-
g

.

At 0500 hours , 23 May , the relief was completed and the 1st1st-

Battalion

1st-

Battalion

1st-

BattalionBattalion moved intol to the assembly area ,. (25)25(25)-

THE

(25)-

THE

(25)-

THE

( )

THE THIRD DAY AND FIIFINFIJIFINALALL ATTACK
,

01\01ON01TERRACINAONrl'EfiliAC\ TERRACINATERRAINTERRACINA-

The

Deracin-

ate

rl'EfiliACrlEfiliACLeilaTEfpACReface' INAINrAINCAIrA .

The is1stt Battalion spent the entire day , 2523 May , restingresting-

and

resti-
ng

resting-

and

resti-
ngand reorganizing . The men were so tired they slept without-

eating

with-
out

withoutwithout-

eating

with-
outeating until late afternoon . In the afternoon everyone beganbegan-

to

bega-

n
began-

to

bega-

nto move about , wash themselves and eat , by darkness all werewer-

erested

we-

arers
wer-

erested

we-

arersrested and prepared to continue the attack if so orderedordered-

Throughout

,.

Throughout the day the mortar platoon of Company D continued-

firing
contin-

ued
continuedcontinued-

firing
contin-

uedfiring to assist the 2d Battalion attack . The supply vehiclesvehicles-

went

vehic-
les

vehicles-

went

vehic-
leswent back to the regimental supply point and returned withwith-

ammunition

with-

ammunitionammunition and rations ,. (26)-

U

(26)26( )

. .

. . . . _. . ..,
. . . . " ._:"ZZ". '';:-'.; '- ;'';(25)25( 25 )

. .PersonalPer fi oT\aloTal\ . ..kn.o3kno3PlQwJ"aPlQwJa!&.\.%* " adadpap&rr&&rw*
-p-p-pt-

afc
P-

ac <-* ' ;.,"..- ..:,---. :.; :.:;.;:..: , ;;.:...rt-ww.-w- 'ww- w..' <S .;.. <.U_r <-< ' -
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the men dldispersedsperspear sedseed and took cover . The? disperseddispergeddisparagedi pe ed soldierssoldiers-

w'ere

soldiers-
were

soldi-
ers

soldiers-

were

soldi-
ersw'erewere'

"

finallyfin611y assembled and the move was continued in thethe-

direction

he-

sitation
the-

direction

he-

sitation
the-

direction

he-

sitationdirection that was thought to be toward the remainder of thethe-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstain
the-

battalion
te-

arstainbattalion , but instead , due to confusion , it was headed dir-dirdir-

ectly

dir-

ectly
dirdir-

ectly

¬-

ectlyrectally toward the enenemylY lines north of TERRACTERRATERRACINATERRAININAINCA ,. This groupgroup-

continued

prop-

ortioned

group-

continued

prop-

ortioned

group-

continued

prop-

ortionedcontinued in the wrong diroctiondirection until it receivedeceiveddeceived small armsarm-

sfire

arm-

oire

arm-

sfire

arm-

oire

arm-

sfire

arm-

oirefire fromfrQm the iimmediateedlateelate front ., Realizing his mistake the-

platoon

tel-

ethon
the

. . r. ., -ffUlfoul. -UlUl-... . *. .

platoon leader halhaltedted ndndattemptedunattestedand attempted to orient himselfhinLself . TheTh-

ebattalion

Te-

arstain
Th-

ebattalion

Te-

arstainbattalion commander fearing that some of the battalion mightmight-

have

migh-

t've

might-

have

migh-

t'vehave been cut off by the barrage sent the S-2S28-28- and S-1S1S-ll- backback-

along

bac-

klog

back-

along

bac-

klog

back-

along

bac-

klogalong the route to check . These two officers , after considerconsider-consider-

able

consider-

able

consider-

able

¬-

able searching , found the missing elements and guided them backback-

to

backst-

op

back-

to

backst-

op

back-

to

backst-

opto the remainderremaindor of the battalion ,.

Just before dawn , 24 MayIviayAviary , contact was made with the 2d2d-

and

2d-

and

2d-

andand 3d battalions . Companies B and C moved up on a line betweenbetween-

the

betwe-
en

between-

the

betwe-
en

between-

the

betwe-
enthe two battalions and were ready to continue the attack . AsAs-

dawn

S-

edan

As-

dawn

S-

edan

As-

dawn

S-

edandawn cameemmeemmer it was realized that the enemy had withdrawn duringduring-

the

duri-
ng

during-

the

duri-
ng

during-

the

duri-
ngthe night , probably because of the intense artilleryartlllery and thethe-

many

ten-

ancy

the-

many

ten-

ancy

the-

many

ten-

ancymany casualties suffered during the past two days . All thatthat-

WQS

tha-

ws

that-

was

tha-

ws

that-

was

tha-

wsWQSwas left for the 557tn337t11337th InfaInfraInfantryntryentry to do was to move in and occupyoccupy-

TE

occu-
py

occupyT-

ERRACING

occupyT-

ERRACINATETERRACINGA
.

,. . Now.Now. HIGH1/HIGH1HIGHWAYHIGHWA.YHIGH1AY/AY-AYAY7. .77.- 7 .' .- was"-'openpen and trooptroopCtroops"! Qbegange.ngen. toto-ape&d-

'through t-o ape&d't-

hrough

apedth-

rough

-. Sp0epeas&.
. .

. "throughthrough'" ' ' totomeetomeletto meet the troops at ANZIOANSI BEACHHEAD , and anotheranother-

phase

anot-
her

another-

phase

anot-
herphase of the Spring Offensive was history ,. (30)-

ANALYSIS

(30)-

ANALYSIS

(50)50(30)30(50)-

ANALYSIS

( )

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMCRITICISM-

11 . INTELLIGENCE

INTELLIGENCETheIntelligence
The entire attachattaelcattackMattel on TERRACINATERRAIN and MOUNT CROCECROCKER was con-concon-

ducted

con-

ducted

concon-

ducted

¬-

ducted with very little knowledge of the enemy situation oror-

(30)

o-

r30(30)30( ) Personal knowledge-

:1

knowledgeknowledge-
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. TheThe 2d Battalion had beenbean fighting hard all day and byby-

midafternoon

b-

ymidafternoon

by-

mid-afternoon

b-

ymid
a-

fternoon
a-

bysmmid-afternoonmidafternoon- were deadlocked with the enemy in the vicinityvicinity-

of

vicinit-
yof the cemetery , about 800 yards from their starting positionposition(-

27)
positio-

n27

.

(27)27( ) ( See Map D ) The 3d Battalion had been sswungng left acrossacrossM-

OUNT

acr-
oss

acrossM-

OUNT

acr-
oss

acrossM-

OUNT

acr-
ossMOUNT CROCECROCKER and were now extending the right flank of the 2d2d-

Battalion

2d-

Battalion

2d-

BattalionBattalion ,. (28)28( ) During the time the foot elements were fight-fightfight-

ing.th.P
fig-

hting
fight-

ing.J
figh-

ting
fight--

Ing
fig-

ht
In-g Kin-g

-
. .-ing.th.Pingth.PingthPing.JtSinghingoting.JingJKing,_.. . .hP-tt- t-antistantist.anktank.- . 'wrewarel! .9r-9r9rttemltine,) .-

,
lltteliltedlltteolilted-..tteAptintteAptin--ttemltinettemltineteatimeattention/oo/ ; tin" totv maneuvermaniotivermanicottima11 uV r, into'Into' posUionpositionPoseidonposiposit tionion toto-

assist

ta-

nsies
to-

assist

ta-

nsies
to-

assist

ta-

nsiesassist . The tank commander requestedrequest.ed. that engineers , who hadhad-

come

han-

dsome

had-

come

han-

dsomecome up from the rear , clear a passage around the north ofof-

MOUNT

H-

offman

of-

MOUNT

H-

offman

of-

MOUNT

H-

offmanMOUNT CROCECROCKER . Using bulldozers , dynamidynamicdynamitete and hand laborlsbor a. trailtrail-

was

railw-

ays

trail-

was

railw-

ays

trail-

was

railw-

ayswas cleared and just before dark a light tank company was ableable-

to

tablet-

op

able-

to

tablet-

op

able-

to

tablet-

opto move up with the 3d Battalion ,. ( See Map D1)1) ) TOTogetherether thethe-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

aks
the-

tanks

te-

akstanks and foot troops pushed , the Germans back to a positionposition-

about

positi-
onal

position-

about

positi-
onal

position-

about

positi-
onalabout 1000 yards east of TERRACINATERRAIN as darkness fell ,. (29)-

At

(29)-

At

(29)29(29)-

At

( )

At dark , orders were received for the 1st Battalion toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmovemove around the north of MOUNT CCROCECROCKERROCEROE along the newly made tanktan-

ktrail

fan-

tail
tan-

ktrail

fan-

tailtrail and take up position between the 2d and 3d Battalions toto-

continue

t-
ooting

to-

continue

t-
ootingcontinue the attack . The battalion was organized with CompanyCompany-

B

Compan-

yB leading followed by battalion forward command group ., Company-

C

Company-

L

Compan-

y

Company
.

.
C ,. ,-,Ccy.p&nyCcy.pnyCcypnyCottpanyOccupancyCottony!. & ALt-th-e-b-att&lio-nthebatt&lioattlionAthebatt&lionbattalion.: ,,), " - the- b-attalionbattalion.battalionbattalion-. -- &

- 'rr'rear' a1' cc'omma'nd-.groupcommand.groupc'omma'ndcommand.groupgroup'-.,command
.

'

..
1mand'group1mandgroup. .

.

" ' group ;,
'- andancbanca

'

(f '

tthee. mortar-

platoon

mo-
rtar

mortar(;; tar ,

platoon . The battalion moved out , leaving the supply vehiclesvehicles-

in

vehicl-
esin the assembly area , and reached the north slope of MOUNTMOUNT-

CROCE

MONT-

ROSE

MOUNT-

CROCE

MONT-

ROSE

MOUNT-

CROCE

MONT-

ROSECROCECROCKER without incident ,.

The night was dark and contact was maintained by the menmen-

walking

me-

wling
men-

walking

me-

wlingwalking very close to each other . Just after rounding MOUNTMOUNT-

CROCE

MONT-

ROSE

MOUNT-

CROCE

MONT-

ROSECROCECROCKER the trail ended ,. A few hundred yards from the end ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe trail an intense artilleryartille.ry. barrage landed on the lastlast-

platoon

asp-

iration

last-

platoon

asp-

irationplatoon of CompanyConlpany A and the forward elements of battalion rearc-

ommand

repr-

imand

rearrearc-

ommand

repr-

imandcommand group . Several men were wounded , contactontact was lost asas-
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?. . . , . .'. ' . . Although
. . , . - '" the . 1st ., Battalion CommanderComme.nCommenCommend. .erer. l"ealilealilegal"realized. e thethe-

situation
he-

sitation
the-

situation
he-

sitationsituation , there was no time for obtaining the needed informinform-inform-

ation
inform-

ation
¬-.

atiantiationactionon . It is1si s true that the weather was good but the objectiveobjective-
was

objecti-
vewas at suchsuohsough a distance and the terrain was so80 mountainousmountainou-
sobservation

mount-
ainous

,

observation was limited . Since the success of the attack wa-

sdesigned
as-

sessing
waswa-

sdesigned
as-

sessing
wa-

sdesigned
as-

sessingdesigned to hinge on speed and surprisesurpslurp iseipse , it was not practical-
to

practic-
al

practical. to ss.e.c3se.c3sec38-enc8enc.-. n.. ?
.patrolspptrols.pstrolspstrolsstrolls, and feelfeslfees out the enemy'senemysenemy' strengthandstrengthenstrength and positionspositions.-

It
positions-

It
positio-

ns
.

It is my opinion that enough advanced elements were sent inin-

advance

hi-

ndrance

in-

advance

hi-

ndrance

In-

advance

Hi-

ndranceadvance of the main body but due to the crooked road and thethe-

enemy's
the-

enemy's
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy'senemysenemy' well selected positions , these elements were of littlelittlea-
ssistRnce

lis-
tless

littlea-
ssistance

lis-
tless

littlea-
ssistance

lis-
tlessassistRnceassistance in obtaining the desired information . After th-
efirst

th-
eirs

theth-
efirst

th-
eirs

th-
efirst

th-
eirsfirst contact on FIGHVVAYRIGlffiAYHIGftVAYShift} 7 the enemy knew the 1st Battalion's-
position

Battalions-
position

Battal-
ions

Battalion'sBattalionsBattalion's-
position

Battalion's-
position

'

position and approximate strength ,. Notot untiluntll after the pr1-pr1pri-priprigpr1-

soners

pri-

soners
priprigpri-

soners

¬-

sonersstoners were captured and interrogated did ththe 1stlAt Batt&ionBattionBattalionBastionBatt&ion-
have

Battalion-
have

Battali-
on

B&ttaLion-

have

BttaLion-
have

Battali-
on

& &

have any knowledge whatsoever of the enemy .

Reports had been received before the attack that activityactivity-
in

activit-
yIn: T HRACIMARRACINATHRACIANRACINE was slight . DdeDaeDadeD .ee. to the well dug In essmouflage-

rJpositions

carnouflaeedcamouflagedcarnouflaeed-

posi
camoufla-

ged
camouflage-

dpositions
camou-

flagedposipositpositionstionsions occupied by the enemy , aerials.eriseri.
1:11111: observers probably-

could

proba-
bly

p.roba.blyproba.blyprobablyp.roba.bly-

could

proba-
bly

probably-

could

proba-
bly

.
.

could not detect their strong points . Another considerationconsideration-

Irobably
consider-

ation
consideration-

probably
consider-

ation
consideration-

probably
consider-

ationIrobablyprobably) accounting for somesoma of the enemy forces in TEKKACIN-

Ac

TERRACINA-

i.s
Terrai-

n
TTERRACINATERRAINRHACINARACINE

18i.sis?. thattbnttnt nownAWnewgnaw uritul.itulituriunlitunit-unitunitwsro.n.wVed'.
.!-, waro.mo'lewaro.molewaromolearomaarmholewsro.n.wVedwsron.wVedwsronwVedwronged7/aro7aroaero/ , .momo.

..' od . in1.f1in1f1inrin> . ., fromfromtlfrontal! m -tltlt- .cc}:.c oorthjuGtnorth-.justnorth.justnorth.justjustforethoughtnorth: .- ,. juo.tjuotjot. bef'0rbef0rbeforebefore-

the

beforeti-

me

bef-oro-

the
be-f
orot-

he
be-

ef
Dorot-

hea

-' ' "

the attack .

After consideration of this operation it is my beliefbelief-
that

beli-
ef

belief-
that

beli-
ef

belief-
that

beli-
efthat the lack of intelligence and incorrecti correct intelligence was-

the

wa-

ste
waswas-

the

wa-

ste
was-

the

wa-

stethe biggest factor in the delay and thothethou largelarglarge number ofof-

casualties
f-

aculties
of-

casualties
f-

aculties
of-

casualties
f-

acultiescasualties caused in taking TERRACINATERRAIN , but had time beenbeen-

taken

bean-

stalk

been-

taken

bean-

stalk

been-

taken

bean-

stalktaken to gain the Intelligence the enemy would probably havehave-

put
ha-

ve
have-

put
ha-

ve
have-

put
ha-

veput up an even stronger defense and the outcome might havehave-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
ve

have-

been

ha-
vebeen just as costly ,.

costlyicostly
: ' .-

. _ .

:

,: '
. .

'
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2 .. SUPPLY AND tVACUAtactual}:;EVACUATIONtVACUAlIONEVACUATIO-

NVery

Evacuat-

ion

,'VACVAC' UATATlIONlION-

Very

li-
ner

IONO-

NVery

O-

rneryVery little can be said about supply and . evacuation inin-

this
lit-

chis

In-

this
Li-

tchisthis operation except that it waowaDwasWako excellent . The battalionbattalions-

upply
battal-

ions
battalions-

upply
battal-

ionssupply vehicles moved with the battalion ?$, findendand when new sup-supsup-

plies
supsup-

plies
¬-.

plies were needed these trucks made a quick trip and returnedreturned-

inr

return-
ed

returned-

i
returne-

d
., inrininrampta.timen

r
empletempleampta.timeamptatimeamputating.mm. le.. -.. Urntlmlm e wlwiwithfchthfiche the neeracracene.('. ,<s.fJfJ.., &. r±?. . suppisupplsuppingsupple 1!{ ee2ese2wesTheEsthers w . Th9-TheThe.- h9.m&diosh9.mdiosh9mdios., . .'mod& io Sy.-),. . -.work.wo1\k.wo1k.wo1wo1k.work-

ing
\ .¬.-

ingKing continuously under enemy firefii'efiiefie' , didid a fine Job of carincarinacaringcaring-

for
cari-

ng
caring-

for
cari-

ngfor and evacuating the wounded . No person was left to suffersuffer-

long

suffe-
ring

suffer-

long

suffe-
ringlong before a medical corps man was giving him first aid andand-

making

han-

dshaking

and-

making

han-

dshaking

and-

making

han-

dshakingmaking arrangements for evacuation ,.

53 ,. THiTllliTHEThai!; OBJECTIVEOBJBCTIVEOBJECTIV-

EIn

OBJBCTIV-

EIn

Objecti-

veIn my1ny opinionopinion1LRttACINJA, iLRnAGIIU'J.ERhACIHAJ.ERhACIHAJERhACIHA-1LRttACINJA1LRttACINJAEarache'-. , becausebocause of size and distance-

should

dista-
nces

distance ,

should have been a regimental-

ive

regimen-
tal

regimental rather than a battalion objectobject-object-

ive

object-

approach
ob-

ject
object-

ive

¬-

ivedive ,. There was only one goodgood-

the

Goe-

the

approach to the objective an-

dbattalion

ad-

aptation
and

". .
1,

.AA.I.,"4 11-

t

.

JitJitIt.

.
*.
't- /
t

.
;/

!'
. t
.
vY

ii-

t
/"" .

.II:. .-

Ishould

.j I

ii-

I

the facfacefactt that iitt would take a-

ive

a-

live

a battalion to occupy 'thth''the object-

were

objec-

tor
object-

maneuver
ob-

ject
object-objectobjectt-

l
objec-

t
-

, t \., 'tl\ It
.

flft{ \II-

'f

; \
/'f'ff/'fit' it .' ( 1ivediveveveJAvevenovenomJ, no elements were left to-

held

t-
oed

to maneuver , if fchatthatchat battalion was-

I

wa-

s

was-

had

was-

hed

was
1\11-

)1
'\ ' ;

)1/)11)-

1should

) / ''
I held up . If the 2d Battalion-

on

Battalio-

n
Battalion had attacked over MOUNTMOUMO T CROCBCROCECAROBCROCKERCROC-

Eprobable

Com-

prisable

CROCE-

on

Coco-

on
I
II

I

I 011on the night of 21 Mayay , it iisss-

rather

r-

ather

probablep1"obflblep1obflble" , that TERRACIKATERRACINATERRACINGTERRACETERRAIN, couldcould-

bave

coul-

d've

could-

have

coul-

d've

could-

have

coul-

d've
I

, . bavehavebrave, bebeenn taken .muchr"tuchrtuchretouch" quicker ,. VvhenWhenVive' the 2d,d Battalion waswa-

sfinally

ass-

ignably

wa-

sfinally

ass-

ignably
. . . - . . . , . . .' .

finally committedcQmmitted It moved up against the same resistanceresistance-

that
resista-

nce
resistance-

that
resista-

nce
resistance-

that
resista-

ncethat the 1stlstlast BattalionBattBatty _ 1on was meeting . No attempt was made to-

hit

Ta-

hiti

toto-

hit

Ta-

hiti

to-

hit

Ta-

hitihit the enemy from the flank until the 3d Battalion joinedjoined-

the

join-
ed

joined-

the

join-
ed

joined-

the

join-
edthe attack ,.

The enemy could observe every move the 1stlstlast BattalionBattalion-

made

Battal-
ion

Battalion-

made

Battal-
ion

Battalion-

made

Battal-
ionmade and took advantage of this factor , particularly at thethe-

entrance

te-

ntacle
the-

entrance

te-

ntacle
the-

entrance

te-

ntacleentrance of TERRACINATERRAIN ,. The terrain in the vicinity of the-

objective

th-

eoretic
the-

objective

th-

eoretic
thethe-

objective

th-

eoreticobjective did not lend Itself to the use of tanks and only-

after

con-

flate

only
.

after engineers had cutout a trail 7/ere7erewere/ tanks used to a goodgoodW-
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RCommunications

r-

ecommendations
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Communications throughout the operation were mostly by-

personal

hy-

personic

by-

personal

hy-

personic

byby-

personal

hy-

personicpersonal contactcont&ctcontct& . Two Instancesinstanoes wherewher9 communication couldcould-

have

coul-
d've

.

\\\. ,

\

have Improved the situation were , first when the motorized-

patrol
motor-

ized
motorizedmotorized-

patrol
motor-

izedpatrol was pinned down and again whwhenn the battalion waswa-

sstopped

wa-

stepaper

wa-

sstopped

wa-

stepaperstopped at the entrance of TERRACINATERRAIN . In the first instanceinstance-

the

instan-
ce

Instance-

the

Instan-
ce

' .

thsthethis members of ththe patrolpatr.c.lpatrc.lpatrcl:... worewere pinn'adpinnadpinnedpinn'addOV'11'fpinneddcpinnedpinned'dowandpinneddowandpinned' --dOV'11'fdOV'11'fdOV11f-dcdc-' 'erwidErwin' ''r unable "toto" to s'endsend'sends'end-

a

'send-

a

send-

a

sen-

d

' '

-
a messenger or reach the radio in thothou jeep . The second instanceinstance-

occurred
inst-

ance
instance-

occurred
inst-

ance
instance-

occurred
inst-

anceoccurred so fast that little thought was given to contactingcontacting-

the
contacti-

ngthe rear until it was almost too late .

5 . ENEMY POSITIONS

,

.LL.rherheahe GerGearGermansmans had well organized positions , since time was-

on

Wat-

son

waswas-

on

Wat-

son

was-

on

Wat-

sonon their side , full advantage of the terrain was taken . TheTh-

eentrance

Te-

ntacle
Th-

eentrance

Te-

ntacle
Th-

eentrance

Te-

ntacleentrance to TERRACINATERRAIN was so well dug in and protected fromfrom-

opposing

from-

opposing

from-

opposingopposing fire that it was Impossible to enter the town fromfromH-

IGITNAY

fromH-

IGHWAY

Fram-

ingham

fromH-

IGHWAY

Fram-

inghamHIGITNAYHIGHWAYHIGGINS 7 ,. The enemy also took full advantage of observation-

selecting
observ-

ations
observation ,

I\

selecting the critical features , he was able to see the 1stlstlast1st-

Battalion

lst-

Battalion

1st-

BattalionBattalion at all times . Again using time and terrain to hishis-

advantage

dis-

advantage

his-

advantage

dis-

advantage

his-

advantage

dis-

advantageadvantage the enemy camouflaged his positions sos o well that-

attacking

trthatthat-

attacking

t

artnf"incrartnfincrattackingartificer.II;. ,;."'. i} " '"meant't"Ien'ttIenttent. .uu."'. l"payingny'ngnyngyangco.; "'. . . . a 1largo.I g9' p'WpWprice.'.. '\". Q . 'T1T1'ThoTheTheo- a};. Oenemy" "
) .I.el7'I"7I.el7I7Iel7I7. '..," dE'i.J"ri.JdEiJri.JdEiJriJdeflnideliriumdelidefinitely-

had

definite-
ly

V
.' '." . Le-yLeyLey-

had

Leyl-

and

"'-' i"i-
had

j-

ihad

'iYiY"'-,

had the advantage asaa far as positions were concerned and ifif-

he

li-

fe

if-

he

li-

fe

if-

he

li-

fehe had had the will and strength many more bloody days wouldwould-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d've

would-

have

woul-

d'vehave been spent in the capture of TERRACINATERRAIN ,.

6 . THE CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK-

The

Atta-

ck

ATTACK-

The

Atta-

ck

ATTACKATTACK-

The

Atta-

ckThe entire success of the attack on TERRACINATERRAINT RRACINARACINE wacwasacwa due-

to

du-

et

duedue-

to

du-

et

due-

to

du-

etto the untiring effort of the soldiers of the 337th InfantryInfantry-

and

Infantry-

man

Infantry-

and

Infantry-

man

Infantry-

and

Infantry-

manand the will and quick thinking of their officersofficerseofficersInitiallyofficeringe. Initially-

I

Initiall-

y

Initially
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. . theth'e' "p"1'sri'tc'ap"pTari'topTarito"p"1'sri-'t"p"1'srip1sri'ttpraiitoparitytraitorpraii-praiiprairie"' ' "- 'to -c'apc'apcap-Capturec'aptu-

re

captu-

re'
: .lrlr. the'"the "objobjobobjectiveeo tivetie by surpr1.s-and-ohosurpr1.sandohosurpr1.ssurpr1sandohosurpriseandattacksurprisesurprise-and-surpriseandsurprise. $.' . . -and-ohoekandohoekoho-attackattackwasattackk1fask1fas-

good

" -waswas-was-

good

wa-

ged
"as-

good

pa-

godagood . . At the beginning , support both'both'' In reserve and fire waswa-

slacking

wa-

ylaying

wa-

slacking

wa-

ylaying

wa-

slacking

wa-

ylayinglacking , but in the final assault coocoordinationdinat1on between thethe-

various

thi-

everies

the-

various

thi-

everies

the-

various

thi-

everiesvarious arms was achieved . The nature . .- ofo-f.of the terrainteJ'J's1nteJJs1n'' andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

.

the formation ofthethe 1st Battalion at the beginning did notnot-

lend

mo-

ttled

not-

lend

mo-

ttled

not-

lend

mo-

ttledlend itself to maximum utilization of maneuver ., The finalfinal-

phases
fi-

nal
final-

phases
fi-

nal
final-

phases
fi-

nalphases of the attack waaWadaw a well organized andjpye.tl9yand.hyandhyandandye.tl9-e.tl9.:-",., y nseusenose of reserves-reservesregervs-sregervssreservs-zreservszreservszARogersreserves-

end

reserv-
es

-- -. . .-AA.-A-

and

A-

nd

. .

endand supporting fires the objective was obtained ,.

LESSORSLESSONS

1! . In attacking any position , particularly in mountmount-moun-

tainous

moun-

tainous

moun-

tainous

¬-

ainousvinous country , ample time and consideration should be givengiven-

to

give-

n
given-

to

give-

n
given-

to

give-

nto obtaining adequate intelligence ,.

2 ,. Reserve units in a surprisesUl"prisesUlprise" attack should be nearnear-

enough

neat-

ening

near-

enough

neat-

ening

near-

enough

neat-

eningenough the attacking echelon to maneuver or flank an enemyenem-

ystrong

ency-

sting
enem-

ystrong

ency-

stingstrong point in the event the attack had been stopped or-

slowed

bo-

rrowed

oror-

slowed

bo-

rrowed

or-

slowed

bo-

rrowed
M

slowed down ,.

53 ,. In attacking a comparatively unknown position a unit-

should

u-
nits

unitunit-

should

u-
nits

\-

should
s-

hould
l\

should keep its support and rear elements at such a dlstdstdistancedistance-

so

distanc-

es

cece-

so

c-

eoso as not to overrun the leadload eleme- .ntelem-entelement. .shotAshotshouldhq.lJ.JdhqlJ.JdhqlJJd.
..dd. maneuvermaaeu.vermaaeuverxz ne.uverneuvernever:. . ., ,. or-oror-

re0rg

or-

l

ora-

l

o-

rre"g

or .. . - . . .-

reorganization

r-

eorganization

.

re0rgre--"gre"gg--, " t ' lzaticnizaticnLatiniatric_ become necessarynece3sary ,.

4 . In moving into an organized position , terrain per-perper-

mitting

per-

mitting

perper-

mitting

¬-

mittingemitting , armor and infantry should move together so that if a-

penetration

p-

enetration

a \

penetration is affected the advantage can be exploited ,.

5 . The use of support fires can greatly assist attackingattacking-

troops
attack-

ing
attacking-

troops
attack-

ingtroops to advance if followed quickly and the enemy is1s assaultassault-assault-

ed

assault-

ed

assault-

ed

¬-

ed before reorganization is achieved ,.

6 ., A maneuver or a flanking attack on a position alreadyalready-

under

alre-
ady

already-

under

alre-
adyunder attack is much better than a reinforced frontal attack ,.
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