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OPERACIONS OF COMPANY “I", Sth INFANTRY
(4th INFANTRY DIVISION) BASF OF OLZEEIM, GERVANY
%8 February - 1 Maroh 1945
(REINETAND CAMPAIGN)

{Pergonal Experience of a Company Commander)

INIRODUCTION

In the Puropean Theater of Operabtions the Ardennes
Cempaign had come to a successful olose by the end of Jan-
uary 1945, All the ground whieh had been galned for Hite-
ler by the Germans' December offensive had been re-taken,
and the "Bulge® was smoothed outf (1) ihe Unitea Stateé
Fifst and fhirq Armies were agein slde by slde and the dis-
positlon of the Allled Forces was as sﬁown on Map A (2) |

It was General Risenhower's deslre to paes to the gen~-’
eral offensive as quickly as possible, He belleved the Ger-
mene had commlited all of thelr remaining reserves during
the Batole of the Bulge, and bevause of losses and discour~
egement , would offer mueh weaker resistance from here on.

In addition, the russians had started their powerful winter
offensive on 12 Januazry which further greatly reduced the
possibility that the Germans c¢ould reinforse the western
front to avoid defeat. (3) |

'The plan for the destruction of the German strength
west of the Rhine entaiied three majJor assaults, The Twenty-
First Army Group in the north would make the first on 8 Feb~
ruary; the Tweifth Army Group inzthe oenter, comprised of

the First and Third Armies, would make the second; and the

(1) A-1, p. 237; (2) &~2, pp. 100-101; (3) A~3, p. 365,
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Twelfth and Sixth Army Groups would make the third co olear
the Saar Basin. (4)

In preparation for its agsault, the [welfth Army Group
agssumed an attitude of "aggreassive defense" during the month
of'February and directed the [hird Army to make probing at=
taoks toward certain key objeetives, (5)

On the nofthern flank of the Third Army, VIII Corps
cohtinued'its.attacks thrbugh the Siegfried ILine, driving
toward Prum, é key ocommunication center and strongpolnt of
the northern Schnee Eifel defenses, (6) In the forefront
ofxﬁhe driﬁe, troops of the 4th Infantry Division aleng with
thoge of the 87th and 90th Divisionas (7) mlght have been
wryly amused had they known that thelrs was merely & "prob-
ing attack toward eertaln key objeotives}"

The 4th Divislon had been attacking steadily day after
day sinece 18 January over ruggeéd, snow-covered, ley ground
against very stubborn resistance. (8) Prum fell to the
224 Reglment of the 4th Division on 18 February, and as of
that date, forward movement of'bHé dlvision stopped while
VIII Corps oonsolidated its positions, (9) The division
organized high ground for defense on the west side of the
Prum River from QOlzheim south to Prum and enjoyed a respite{

whitich was t0 last until 28 February. C(lO) The Third Army
front as of 87 February 1945 was ae shown on Map B, (11)

(4) A-3, P, 374; (5) A-1, p, 279; (6) A~-1, p. 279; A-4, p. 285
(7} A~4, p. 285; (8) A~-4, pp., 306-307; Personal Knowledge;
(8) A-l, p, 279; (10) Personal Knowledge; (ll) A-7, p. &3, Maep 6.
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(¥ GENERAT, SITUAL TON

Durind the defensive period the Sth, 12th and 22d Ine
fantry Regimenta'df the 4th Divisibn were dieposed as shown
on Map Co (12) 1In the Bth Infantry geotor on the division
left flank, advantage of the lull was taken to rotate bat-
talions to the'reér forlfive-day.peribds of regt and re-or-
ganization: 0On 13 Febfuary the 3d Battalion was relievéd
by the let Battallon in che Herméspand area and moved six
miles back through Siégfried Line defenses to the town of
Sohlausenbach, (See Map C¢) (13) Here for 158 preaious ‘
five days, I Company felt far removed from the oombat zone,
There were showers, clean clothes, hot meals three times a
dey, plenty of sleep on dry atréw with-ail the blankets de-
sired, no cold foxholes, no inooming artillery and no sud-
den spluttering of bu:p-gun fire, Men could feel almost
olvilized again.

No demands were made on any company of thg batﬁalion by
higher aushority, other then beginning the organization of a
regimental reserve_line'forward'of the main Slegfried de-
fenseg, However, work on this projeot prooeeded no further
then the planning and reconnaissance stage.

A few replacements - approximately 15 men'- were re-
celved by the company. These were apportioned out to the
rifle platoons, raising the platoon strengths to én average
of 23 men, The authorized strength of a rifle platoon at
the time was 40 enlisted men and one officer, (1l4) The
officer strength.of the oompany was four as agalnet six
(12) A~-5, pp. 310-31l; Statement of Lt Col George L Mabry

10 Jen 49, formerly Cmdg Ofer, 24 Bn, 8th Inf; Personal Know-
ledge; (13) Personal Knowledge; (14} A-6,

H
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suthorized. All weapons were thoroughly cleaned and teat-l
fired, and-fa@lty or migsing equipmenf was replaced., FPla~
topns were re-orgauized, and the company waé made as ready
as possible for further aetion,

On 18 Februazy'the %d Battallon received orders to move
back into the line, relieving the 2d Battalion on the left,
I Company was 0 relleve E Company in Olzheim and visinity,
The ground sloped sharply down to the Prum River and 0lz~
heim, was open and under diréct_observanion of the Germans,
who were firing artlllery and rockets at all profitable tar~
gets appearing, Movement i1nto the town therefore had to be
made after dark., The rellef was completed without inecldent
on the night of 18-19 February, (15) E. Company was eager
to move out,

In this portion of the regimental sector, the front of
the 3d Battalion extended over 2500 yards, and all three
rifle oompanies were on line. (See Map 0) Iarge gaps ex-
istéd between companies, but these were generally over open
terrain and couid be covered by observation and fire during
deylight hours. IListening posts and registered artillery
and mortar conoentratlons covered them at night, 1 Company
ceoupled high ground northwest of Hermespand; K Company Was
in the center; and I Gompahy, on the left, maintained oonw~

taet with the 87th Divielon to the north., (18)

(15) (16) Personal Knowledge,



IHE COMPANY STITUAT ION

Frontline position of I Company was on the reverse
slope of a ridge on the east sidéuof thé Prum River.' The
‘ridge aeparated Olzheiﬁ from.Kiélhlangenfeld, & somewhat
smeller town, about lsbo.yardé to the eapt, Excepi for
three patohes of woods,'the entire ridge was bare of veg-
etation for several hundred yards on either side of the
road joining Olzheim and Kleinlangenfeld, About 50 yards
north of the road one patoh‘(Point *X" on Map D) ext end ed
100 yardse in width and 300 ygrds in depth, Its forward
(eastern) edge was gome 200 yards short of the orest of the
ridge. The second;patch (Point *"Y" on Map D) was jolned
to Woods "X" by a thin line of low, serubby trees., Woods
"Y" was 150 yards north of X" and extended closer to the
f0p of the ridge., The third patceh (Point "Z" on Map D)
was by far the largest, It was on the enemy-held side of
the ridge, and extended from a short disténee below the
erest east and southeast to0 within 300 yards of the edge
of Kleinlangenfeld, A distance of about 100 yards sepa=
rated Woods "Y" and "Z", The fornard edge of Woods "Y"
and the space beﬁween the two woods were found to be very
heavily strewn with ant i-personnel mines., (17)

One rifle platoon of I Company was disposed along the
forward edge of Woods "X", During the night 1t slso manned
two listening posts ~- one on the south edge of the road,

and the other about 100 yards farther to the gouth and closer

{17) Personal Knowledge,
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to the erest of the ridge., Another platoon was locatied in
the ocenter of Woods "Yé, extending from the south edge %o
the north edge, Obeervation and.fields_of fire in this po-
gltion were limited to about 100 yards in the woods, The
plat oon manned e night listening poet out in the open ground
to the north, approximately halfway between fhe platoon and
the south flank position of the 87th Division, Visiting
patrols from the 87th and I Company ocontaocted the listening
poat at frequent intervals during darkness. A heavy machine
gun platdon attached from M Company was located with the
rifle platoon in Wdods nXt, and I Company's light maohine -
gun seatlon reinforced the "Y" position, The 60mm mortar
seotlon had positions'olose to the west edge of Woods nX"
~ from whioh fire oould be placed in frount of both "X" and
nyn,  (18)

Back in Olzhelm, fhe obmpany ocommand post was setb upf
in the ocellar of a demolished house, while two other blasted
remains served as a sort of combinat ion compeny support po-
gition and rest and reogperation area, The platoons and por-
tions of the supporting seotions were rotated on position_so
that they were baock in the towﬁ every third day. Communioca-
tion to all platoons, sections and listening poslie was by
gound-power telephone and SCR 536 radio in addition to the
ever-presgent messeggers.

‘The oommand post of the 3d Battalion was in the Olzhelm
gohool building, & few hundred yards away, and the 8lmm mor-
tars of M Company were looated behind some ghattered houses

on the south edze of town, (19} No building in the town

(18} (1l¢) Personal Enowledge.
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remained intaot after the terrific pounding received from
both American and German artillery fire, and only a very
few were more than piles of rubble, Although the ridge ocon-
cenled Olzhelm from German observation and men could move
- freely along the streets, frequent artillery and roaket oon=-
centrat long falling on the town held such movement to a
minimum,

The Prum River at thils polnt was narrow -~ gbout 30
yards -- shallow and swirft, The bridge on the Olzheim~
'Kleinlangenfeld road had been destroyed by the withdrawing
Germans, and a foot bridge was now in place. Iater a Bailey
bridge was laid aoross., (20)

Between 18 and 28 February aotivity along the 3d Bat=-
talion front conglsted of frequent night patrolling from
both sldes, mashine gun firing, and seemingly oconstant in-
coming and out going artillery fire, It was learned that
the enemy was well estabiished in Kleinlangenfeld, that he
had positions in the near edge of Wooda nz", and that he
was generally strong all along the high ground_sﬁuth of
Kleinlangenfeld. All prisoners captured by the battalion
| we_re‘ﬁembers of the German 5th Parachute Division. (21)

A few Geman patrols managed to infiltrate through the
wide battalion front, but those were disaovered and driven
off before any damgge wag done, On the whole, the night
listening posts, backed up with mortar illumlnating ehells,
artillery and mortar coﬁcentrations, proved very effeoctive,

As the month neared 1tes end, men of the battallon were torn

(80} (21) Personal Knowledge.



between the hope that thelr turn for amother five days to
the rear in Schleusenbach would come up and the convietion
that this 1lull in offensive aotion certainly could not last
much longer,

In anﬁicipation of possible orders for attack from the
present posltion, the battalion commander received permiss~
lon to send certain officers of the battalion in I~5 lial-
son planes for a look at the enemy~held terrain, The I Com=
pany commender was one of the chosen few, Although def-
initely not alr-minded, especially in the ocombat zone, he
went aloft on 24 February, Expeoting Kleinlangenfeld to be
his asslgned obJjeotlve in any attack, the ocompany commander.
pald partioular attention to the layout of the town, Woods
"Z" and the terraln surrounding the town, Although he was
not subsequently assigned Gthat objective, the reoonnalssanoce
proved valuable, Phe most lasting 1mpresaion, however, wasg
galned -from the observation of hundreds of American vehioles
moving aroynd llke ants ag far as could be'aeén behind our
lines, while nothing stirred visibly in German territory.

It was one more tribute to our great air superiority,

PLANS AND ORDERS

On the morning of 87 February the company commanders
were called to the battalion command post where the.battaiion
commandér announped thet the long expected attack was sohed-
uled to jump off the following morning, (22) ‘With this ef=-
fort all along the VIII Corps fropt, it was hoped and expeoted

(28) Personal Knowledge.,
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%0 break through tge Prum River defenges and.make a gquiok
drive to the Rhine, (23) |

The mission of the 4th Division was initlally %o ea?
tablish a bridgehead in the Willwerath - Gondelsheim - Fler-
ingen - Rommersheim area, (See Map C)

The 11lth Armored Division, whioh was presently in a
‘oo0Trps assembly area_(24) had been ordered to attaock through
the 4th Divislon zone not later than 3 March, After being
passed through, the 4th was to folidw the 11th Armored to
olean out any pookets of resistence whioh might have been
bypassed, {25} |

The job of establishing the Willwerath bridgehead fell
to the 8th Iafantry,. Withip the regiment, the 24 Battalion
reoeived orders 50 oross the river at Hermespand, take the
large hill immediately east of the town, and be prepared %o
take Weinsheim on order, (268) 'The 34 Battalion was to bake
Kleinlengenfeld and the large hill southeast of 1t; be pre-
paréd 0 olear the high ground south of the town and oap-
ture Wlllwerath on order, The lst Battalion was to con=-
tinue as the regimental reserve, (87)

~The 34 Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Fred W.
Colling, after disoussing poseible plans for the battalion
attaok, took the oompany commanders to an observation post
in T Company area, (See Map D) for another look at pos-
sible approaohes Into the enemy positions. The hill on whioch
the obaervation post was loocated gave exaellent observation

of the high ground direetly aoross the Prum, but neither
Kleinlangénfeld nor Willwerath could be seen, (28) The

(23) A~-5, p. 313; (24) A~1, p. 276; (85) A-5, p. 313,
(26) Statement of It Col George L. Mabry 10 Ian 49; (87) (28)
Personal Knowledge. _
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obaefvat ion post hill also was a prominent te.rrain feature
from the German viewpoint, and the additlonal movement in
the thin woode brought six rounds of artlllery crashing in,
Sudden ogeupation of convenient holes prevented any damage,

On return of the group to the obpervation post, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Collins issued hie attack ordgr. ‘K Company
was to asgault Kleinlangenfeld from the southwestj I Com~
peny to take Hill 618, southeast of the town, and assist
X Company 1f necessary; I Company, 1esa'tmo platoons, to
attempt to pase through the minefield between Woods "Y®
and "Z®, olear Woods "2" and attack Kleinlangenfeld from
the northwest, (See Map D) ™Two platoons of T Goﬁpany would
consbitute the battalion reserve initially, and in the event
the minefield could not be passed through, thé entire oom=
pany would revert to the reserve, (29) One of M Company's.
heavy machine gun platoons was atteched to K Company, and
the other to 1 Company. The 81lmm mortars c¢ould suppori the
attack from their peosiftions in Olzheim,

Time of the attack was to be 0530, with no artillery
preparation, and silence stressed until contact wae made.
In this oonnection, the dlvision order had set the time of
attack to be &t 0815 (dawn), and the 224 Infantry, on the
right of the 8th, plamned to preocede their attack with a
15-minute artillery preparation beginning at 0600«‘150}5How-
ever, the regimental commander of the 8th Infantry, as well
a8 his battalion oommanders, felt that in his zone surprise
would be vital to the rapld and cheap achievement of the
objectives, Therefore, he requested, and was grented, per-

(28) (29) Personal Knowledge; (30) Statement of L. Col.
George L, Mabry, 10 Jan 4¢, _ :



misslon to initiate his attack at 0530 in order to save &
half hour before the enemy became thoroughly alerted by the
artillery firing for the 224, (31) This decision proved
to be very advantageous to K Company in its assault on
Kleinlangenfeld,
| In planning for the penetration of the minefield, the
I Compeny commander wasg well aware that bangalore torpedoes
were the desirable Tools to use for the Job, but their tre-
mendous explosions would destroy sgecorecy even more effio-
lently than would artillery fire, DPreviously, artillery
and mortar oonocentrations had been placed on the minefield
in an effort to blast gaps in it, (32) Adjustment of the
fire oconld be made only by sound and obgervation of drift-
1ng'amoke beoause the open area hetween "Y" and "2" oould
not be seen from Woods "X", Further, only mortar fire had
traject ory high enough to reach the ground between the woods.
Artillery shells With the oorreot range %o hit the space
burst in the treetops of Woods "Y", However, additional
conoent rations were fired during the day to explode all
minea possible, (33)

' The weather at this time was generally olear. Snow,
whioh had until recently oovered the grouné, was all gone
except 1n the deepest shade, The mines had been lald while
the snow was several inches deep, and 1t appeared possible
that few, 1f any, had been covered with earth for oconceal-
ment. Palrols had reported hundredé lying exposed on the
' ground all along.the orest of the ridge north of the Olz~-

heim~Kleinlangénfeld road.

(21) Statement of Lt. Col, George L, Mabry 10 Jan 49;
(38) (33) Personsal Knowledge.
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Among those observed were wooden-box Bohu mines; oylin-

drlogal ocement blocks, oomplete with imbedded metal fragments,
'1nterna1 exploaive charge, pull type fuse, and trip wire;
aqd what appeared to be "Bouncing Bett lea™, Those mines and:
t%ip wires whioh could be geen were not to be feared espeo-
14113, for wires could be out and box llds 1lifted, There~
fére, 1t was hoped In this case that the Germans had not
géne so far as o bury any pressure-type under ground, (34)

_ Sinoe, on the 27th, I Company's lst Platoon was in sup-
pért of Olzheim, the ocompany ocommander planned to use it ag
t#e rifle strength of the altack, leaving the 24 and 3d
. Piatoons In posltion es battalion reserve, 1In addition, the
aftaohed machine gun platoon would cover the erossing of the
.minefield from positioné in the forward edge of Woods *®Yn,
The light machine gun seot ion was to follow the lst Platoon
thrdugh the minefleld, then move up on the right flank, The
.Bomm mortar section was to stay in 1ts present positions
ﬁnitially, prepared to fire into the edge of "Z", rollow the
o%per.platoons on order, and as early as possible, take po~-
éitions from which rfire could be placed on Kleinlangenrfeld.

| The company commender, acoompanied by the 300 radio
épérator and two messengers, one with a 538 radio, would
@Ove with the lat Platoon, The first sergeant and the re-
éainder of company headquarters were to remain in Olzheim as
é rear command post, The company exeoutive officer, Ii.
Eoseph P, Thomas, & twice~wounded D-Day veteran, remained be-

ﬁind as commander of the battalion reserve,

(34) personal Knowledge..
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Aocordingly, orders were issued in the ocompeny commend
post on the artefnoon of the 37th, A patrol was sent to
locate, or clear, a safe route b0 the forward edge of Woods
wyn, That evening, when the "chow Jeep® érrived, one day's
g ration and extra olgarettes were 1ssued, After dark a
fofward observer party ~=- a lieutenant and two radio opera-

tors -~ arrived from the 29th Fleld Artillery Battalion, ({35)

THE MINEFIELD

At 0445 28 February, heavy olouds blotted out a bright
moon as the ocompany started to form on the road. Even so,
visibility was good enough to be able to distinguish moving
forms at about 25 yards. It was oold and raw, but not freez-
ing, 7Telling the first sergeant to notify battalion and the
platoons on the ridge positlons that they were on thelir way,
the oompeny commander started the Olzheim elements mbving at
0500, He wanted %0 be in position in the edge of Woods "Y"
by 0530, the.time of attaock,

"Moving silently 1n single-file, the oolumn oroseed the
footbridge, reached and skirted the edge of Woods "X" where
the heavy machine gun platoon Joined %o follow the 1lst Pla-
toon, paralleled bthe sarub growth, and entered Woods "Y",

At the 34 Platoon position, the light maechine gun section
tagged on the end of fhe oolumn, The squad leader, whose
patrol had reconnoltered and cleared a sale route, guided

the 1st Platoon on up to the forward edge of the woods with-

out incident,
(35) Personal Knowledge.
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Althoﬁgh several shell craters could be geen in the
open area, it was evident that not mueh had been acoomplished
by the ocnoenbrations toward blasting a gap through the mines.
The lgt Pletoon leader, It, George L, Slewenle, after choos-
ing'as well as possible the best orossing location, deployed
two sqﬁads te cover the remaining squad whioh wes to do the
dirty work of leading off through the minefield. The heavy
machine guns were moving up, one Bection on each side of the
rifle platoon and about 30 yards from it, so fire of the
'four guns oould be crossed in front of the plat con,

The sky in the east was brightenlng now, and ﬁhe company
oommander heard X and L Companles report to batbalion over
the 300 radid that they were moving out. Many mines could
already be seen 1in Lhe open space, and, ag everything was
ag ready as ocould be, the oompany commander motioned LG,
Siewenie to start his leading men out.,

A man on hands and kneep, his rifle slung aoross his
baock and with wire outvters in one hand, moved glngerly out
_from the woods. He was followed at five yards by a second
man, élightly to the right, so as o widen the path, Using
their hands even more than thelr eyes, they oarefully searched
the ground immediately in front of them, As each slowly
went forward, he out trip wires, throwing the ends well aside,
and lifced 1ids of Sohu mines, pushing the boxes out ef the
way., | |

Two other members of the lead squad had englneer tape
which they were Go use t0 mark the path., <They did not get

to use it, for as the first man reached a point about 12 yards

- 16 -



out, there was a terrific explosion fellowed by a brilliant
flare which dispelled all reméining darkness, 7The seoond
man had hit a buried preasure;type mine with his knee, Even
with. haste, snow and partly frozen ground the Germans had
been thorough, As the flare died out, two shouts 1in German
were heard Just over the oresit of the ridge, but no firing
was forthcoming, ©The man who had been hit wés pulled carecw
fully back to the woods, but 1t was too late, He had died
instantly., (36) ‘

In the dead silence that followed the flare, 1t occurred
to the eompany commander that both he and the battalion com-
mander had overlooked the possibllity that an aoccldentally
exploded mine might alert the Klelnlangenfeld defenders as
well as any of the othef noiges the battalilon ﬁas avolding.
As yet however, no firing was heard from the direction of the
town. The company commender called battalion on the SCR
%00 and reported the situation, - Lleutenent Colonel Colline
egreed that no further effort to get through the minefield
chould be made at that tlme, and directed the company to re-
turn to its previous positions, |

Depending on how the K Compeny situation developed, I
Company might breach the minefleld later using bangalores,
The deolsion to returm to Olzheim wag reoeived by the lst
Platoon with noticeablé relief, As the men were beginning
to move back through the wocds, a sudden outburst of machiﬁe
~gun fire and rifle firing came from the direction of Klein-

langenfeld, 4 few minutes later the X Company ocommander was

(38) Personal Knowledge.,
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heard reporting that hia company was 1n the first bulldings
on the edge of town, having gained almost complete Surprise.
(37) |

The difision artyillery could now be heard firing far to
She south,'énd immediately t o the north, the artillery sup-
porting the 87th Diﬁision.attack was booming, Enemy shells
bggan falling more frequently into Olzheim as the eompany
wag re-corossing the footbridge, but all men of fhe 1gt Pla~
toon and the seotions reached their building safely, Mov-
ing on toward the company oommand post, the oommand group
heard the characteristio sound of approaching Nebelwerfer
("aoréaming meemie”} shells and scrambled for the dubilous
protection of & pile of rubble,

A olose explosilon shoﬁered dirt and stones on the three
men, The noise of more of thé same starting on theirlway
sent the group dashing the few remalning yards to the oommand
‘post., The oompany commander's headlong dive down (he cellar
_steps was eomewhat cushloned at the bottom by'the radio op-
erator who had preoeded him by a very slight margin., (38)

When bthe incoming shelling slackened, the company com-
mander went to the babtalion éomménd post to 1earn what he
sould of the situation. During the morning, frequent re-
port s oame in from K and L Companles, K Company wae meet ing
very strong oppositlon in Kleinlangenfeld, but was making
.slow progress in house~to~house fighting. In the early
morning L Company had'moved gseveral hundred yards toward its
objeotive without being diseovered, then wae hit with heavy

rifle and machine gun fire from Wopds "P", (See Map D)

(37) {38) Personal Knowledge€,
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The oompany was split by the fire, and although the Gtwo
leading platoons were able to get pasgt and contlinue on, the
- remalnder could move neifher forwafd nor back because .of
their exposed position., Iate in the moming the forward
portion of L Company wes reported on Hill 618, thelr ob-
jeotive, (39)

‘Chroughout the day repeated attempts were made to neu-
tralize Woods "PM by heavy mortar and artillery’concentra-
tiong, but they seemed to have little effeol on the fire
from the.woods. On the 3d Battaelion right, the 24 Battal~
ion had aleo gailned initial surprise in the attack, although
they were now having diffleulty in trying to capture the
.iarge hill east of Hermespand, The Germans were relnforoing
their position from Weinsheim. (40)

| Stili no orders were forthcoﬁing for I Company. It
appeared thab in view of X Company's slow but steady gains
in Kleinlangenfeld, I Company would not be used to breach
- the minefield and attask through Woods "2%, At about 1600
the company oommander was called to the battalion command
pdst. The battalion commander informed him that the pinned-
down portion of L Company had been withdrawn under cover of
smoke pléoed on Woods "P",, and that as soon as darkness fell,
1t ﬁould try to rejolin the company with re~supply. . Hé added
that the forward element of the company wase holding 1its po-
sition on the hill, having repulsed two miner aounter-attaoks
50 far, but he was worried about Gthe situation in that zone.
The enemy in Woods "P" would have o be eliminated and the
Hill &18 posiﬁion strengtheneds (See Map D) He'wanted I Com-

{39) Pérsonal Knowledge; (40) Statement of Lt, Col, George I,
Mabr'y 10 Jan 49. o
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pany to move out during the night, attack Woods "P" at day-
1light 1 Maroh, clean out the enemy poeltion thgre,_bhén gb
into position on the high ground between Hills 617 and 618,
and make contact with L Company. (Seé Map D) (41)

Badk at his own command post, the company commander
called the platoons on the ridge positions, He direoted the
platoon leaders fo report to the oompany oommand post after
having their seoconds-in-command start moving the platoons
baok into Olzheim, The lst and Weapons Platoons had first
lieutenants permanently aséigned ap their'leaders. The 34
Platoon was oommanded by a technioal sergeant, and 1t, Thom-
ag, although nominally the company executive offliger, led
the 84 Platoon in most oombat aationa; Lhe 24 Pletoon sger-
geant had been in all the heavief engagements sinoe D-Day,
had been three-times wounded and twice decorated; but, al-
though thoroughly oompetent as second-in-command, had pre-
ﬁiously evidenced teﬁdencies toward combat exhaustion wheﬁ
given the full responsibility for leading the platoon, For
that reason 1t was felt that an officer should lead 1t when-
ever pogsiblé; (48) |

Whéh The platbon leaders arrived, the company commander
out1ined the situation, the migsion and his plan, The gom-
pany would move out in solumns of twos at 0830 1 March in
the order: 3d Pletoon, Light Machine Gun Seetion, 2d Platoon,
Heavy.Maohine Gun Platoon, Company Headquarters, including
artillery forwérd observer party, Mortar Seotion and 1lst

Platoon, Sight contast would be maintained beitween platoons.

(41) (42) Personal Knowledge.
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The route would be: oross the footbridge, turn right
(south) and follow -the unimproved road paralleling the Prum
River to the third right angle Bend; (See Map D) east asrogs
the south slope of Hill 599, skirting the north edge of the
"woods; gouth aoross the stream and road, then into the ﬁoods
to get in position to attack Woods "P" at daylight.

The leading platoon (34} would provide a four-man patrol
to precede the column at the limit of visibility, proteot and
prevent eurprise. The 24 and 1gt Platoons would put. out
flank guards where neoessary., The company ocommander with 536
and 300 radio operators would mové with the 3d Platoon for
contfol purpoees, |

The time remalning before moving cut was spent in the
~usual preparations: A ho? meal was Bervéd, all men oriented,
maps and photba studied, ammunition and weapons cheoked, and
K rations issued. At 2300 battalion informed the company com-
mander that tﬂe L Company platoons had been filred on asg they

were moving to joln the rest of the company, bub they had man-

aged to get through. (42)

OPERATIONS 1 MARCH

The company étarted to form at 021l5. The night was
elear, cdld and dark; the moon not yet up. After eyeé became
adjusted, gtarlight gave faint visibility, and the moon would
soon help, The 3d Platoon hegan to move at 0230, and the rest

of the oompany strung out behind in the prescrihed order,

(42) Personal Knowledge.

- 81 =



o @
The pace was necessarily slow, not only because of the dark-
ness, but also adjusting to the speed of the machine gun pla-
toon man-handling theilr heavy guns, Soon after orossing the
footoridge, the head of the oolumn turned right on the unim=
proved road, and the advance palrol moved out a few yards a-
head, The road ourved sharply west toward the river, south
to parallel the river for sabout 400 yards, east for 250 yards,
then south again, As the company left the road at the last
‘bend to ocontinue east, it Sp:ead out more and flank guards
went out as far as they oould be seen on eaoh side of the
eolumn to proteot the company acrosa the open ground.

It seemed G0 be getﬁing lighter, and the black blob that
was the woods on the slope of Hill 588 ocould be dimly seen,
(See Map D) With the head of the oolumn halfway across the
open sypace, thé leading patrol hurried on to Investigsate
the edge of the woods, In a short time one man came back
bringing two very young, subdued and frightened German pris-
oners, He to0ld the oompany commander that the wboda were
0lear, the patrel was walting at the forward edge for the
compahy and further instruotions, and that the prisoners had
been oaught apleep just inslde the woods, A German speaking
mespenger Quest ioned them, and sald they had deserted from
Kleinlangenfeld where they thought they would be killed or
oaptured by K Company the next day. The oompany commander
haed them taken to the headquarters group with instructions
to bring them along. He didn't want t0 spare any men yet

to take them back 6o battalion,
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The sompany reaoched cthe woods and followed its& north
edge, The head.was glmost up with the patrol when a whig-
bered, "Hold 1t up", was passed forward along the aolumn,
Loocking up theIBIOpe to the left, the oompany commander
saw & flank guard signaling, A moment later four figures
appeared against the skyline. They halted suddenly at a
_loﬁ command from a flanker, and thelr rifles clattered to
the ground, When these Germane were brought down %o the
oompany; they stated they were a patrol sent from Klein-
langenfeld to make contaet with the group in Woods "P",

They elther could not or would not glve any information
ooncerning the strength of the posifion at n"pn,

While the company eommandef vwas with the patrol lead-
er pointing out the direction to move from there, two more
Krauts wandered in to the eompany; These simply sald they
were lost. A8 elght prisonerb_were t00 many to try to ocarry
along, two men of the 1lst Platoon were designated to take
them to battallon, The sltuatlon and loecation of the company
were reported, and the lead patrollwas off again, (43)

The route now was south down the slope to ceross the
stream and road. (See Map D) The rising moon made visibility
exocellent for a hundred yards or more, Getting across the
road without discovery seemed t 0 be the most difficult phase
of the movement, for 1t was somewhere in this ?ioinity that
the rear elements of L Company were fired on earlier in the
night, The stream proved to be no obstacle as the water was

shalibw, and the shoe-paos all men wore prevented wet feet,

-

{43) Personal Knowledge,
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The platoone were instructed to walb until the preoed-
ing platoon had disappeared into the woods immediately on
the other glde of the road then orosé the stream and road
a$ quickly as possible. (he flank guards were called in be-
fore orossing, for slght eontaot with them would be impos-
sible in the woods, The 3d Platoon waded the streem, sour-'
ried aorogs the road plcking up the walting patrol as it
went, climbed the very steep bank, and entered the woods,
where 1t immedlately began to flounder,

The woods, conelsting of some sor; of evergreen trees,
were extremely dense and with a heavy growth of underbrush,
It was readlly abparent that the oompany ceould not forgce 1ts
_way’through there with any semblance of gilence, The com=
pany commander, motioning the platoon leader to move the 34
Plat oon back out, returned vto the road, sent a messenger to
tell the rest of the oompany to sit fight until sigﬁaled for-
ward, and scarted searching for a sultable route into the
woods, A shori distance down-the road (west) a small stream,
coming from.the high ground to the south, flowed 1nto a larger
atream'just crogsed. I'he woods were nog 80 thiock albng this
stream, and a trall seemed to parallel 1%,

The lead patrol was directed up the trail followed by
the Bd Plstoon, and the others, still aocross the road, were
gignaled to come-on. About a hundred yards from the road the
trall went through a wooden gate in a wire fence and ocurved
to the east, golng up the hill, To follow the trall farther
would lead the company away from Woods "P", go the company

commander reealled the patrol and went with 1t to the right,
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acrose the pmall stream, to a ocorner in the fence. Here
the fence made a right angle and went south,'straight up the
side of the ridge on which Woode "P" wae located, The lane
out in the woods for 'the fenoce was wide enough for the oom-
pany to move in single file, and the 0§lumn was direoted up
that way., (44)

‘The time was about 0445, still approximately an hour
and one half 5efore dawn, T[he company commander felt he was
well behind Woods"P" now, and the main problems were t0 find
the break between this woods and those at "pw, and to looate
some less dense spot to use aé an attack position,

Two-thinds vhe waey up the very steep ridge, enocther
whispered "Hold 1t up" came forward along the oolumn, The
panting men eank down, gfateful for the break. The cbmp&ny
commander sent hls messenger up fb.ﬁell the patrol to go on
to the tép of the ridge to observe, then hurried back down
along the celumn to learn what was wrong. At.bhe tgﬂl of the
2d Plaﬁoon, the men sald the machine gun platoon wasn't be-
hind them. It,. Chomas had already gone back to find them,
Almost to Che stream, the company oommahder saw the wayward
platoons coming back through the gate, Carrylng thelr heavj
lbada, the machine gun platoon had been slow in orossing the
large stream and road, and had not seen the 24 Platoon turn
righf at the gate; Mumbling something like "shouldt*ve left
& gulde", the company commander struggled up to_the head of
the column again.

The messenger who had been sent to the patrol was back,

He reported-that the edge of the woods was not far ahead, and

(¢4) Personal Knowledge,
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that he had seen another lane running off to the right from
thise one, Looking down it he could see open ground about =a
hundred yards away, The column began to move again, bthe
patrol wag gent for and instruoted to tum right on the_new
lane, Ag the messenger had stated, the lane soon ended,
With the patrel at the open ground, the column was halted
while the cbmpany commander was trying to decide where to
go from there, (45)

The two lanes cut out a triangular patoh of woods,
Looking béok along iLbs hypotenuse, to ﬁhe left rear of his
present looation, the oompany commander saw that the edge
of the woods went diagonally up toward the top of the ridge
end curved off to the south, This ridge seemed Go merge
with another running north and south, It wae on the latter
high ground that the oompany was supposed to take position
| later in the day, Lookling forward (west) along the direo-
tion of movemenmt, the edge of the dense woods continued gtraight
out, paralleliné the top'of the rldge about 50 yarde below
the ocrest, All the ground left of the woods to the ridge
eregt was bare and open, gleaming brightly in the brillignt
moonlight. (46) |

The company commander was talking to the patrol leader
when the man observing from the mouth of the lane whigpered
sharply, "Captain, Lookl" There about 25 yards away, coming
along the woods directly toward the eompany; waes a column
of Germane. [hey were moving silently and had thelr weaponé
glung on their shoulders, The company commander glanced

hagtily to the rear, saw that the 3d Platoon was some 20 yards

(45) (48) Personal Knowledge,
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baok in the lane and unaware of what wae taking place, He
motioned the patrol out of sight and whispered, "Don't shoot
unless they see us," His first impression was that this was
a supply detall ooming back from the position at "P", and

he did not want to prematurely alert the position,

The Germans came on, paseed the mouth of the lane with-
in 80 feet of the oompany, and oontinued up aleng the woods,
There were approximately 30 of them, A& the lagt one passed
the lane, the oompeny oommender and the automatio rifle man
of the patrol stepped ou;.in the open behind them, Whis-
pering,_"If they see or hear anything, let tem have 1it,n
‘he watohed the group disappear up the ridge, Apperently
they had notioced nothing, and neither had any of the rest
of.I Company. With the three rifles, one oabbine, and one
automatio rifle immediately available for use, a good per-
.oentage of the approaching Germans ocould have been liqui-
dated before the remginder dove for safety in the woods,
However, ocaution was still uppermost ln the oompany oommander's
mind, and the fleeting opportunity was soon 108t - (47)

Getting back from wondering whether his deoision had
. been wise 6r'fqolish, the oompany commander and the patrol
" went forward along Fhe tree line to try to locate the open
space between tﬁis woods and Woode "P", They found it about
200 yards out. It was merely a fire brezak, some 15 yards
wide, A man was sent baok to bring the eompany up, and the
oompany oommander searohed for a way %o get into attaok po=
sition in the woods before reaohing the fire bresk, Thils

was not as diffioult me expeoted, for, in addition to the

{47) Personal Knowlédge.
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faot that the woode were not quite so thiek here, many ar-
tillery and mortar rounﬂa, aimed at "PY™ on the previous
day, had fallen beyond end helped thin out the underbrush.
(48)

When the column approached, the company oommander
pointed out the fire break to the 34 Platoon leader as the |
line of departure for the atteok, told him to move his pla-
toon down into the woods far enough for the light machine
guaners and the 24 Platoon to be on him left and gtill withe-
in the woods, deploy in a skirmish line, mové %0 the fire
break, and remain in observation until ordered td_attack.

The 24 Platoon was placed on the iaft with similar f{nstruc-~
tions, and.the light machiﬁe_gun seotion in the center be-
tween the two rifle platoons., It. George Pritchard, command-
ing the heavy machine gun platoon, placed one section on the
right of the 3d Platoon and one section to the left of the

284 Platoon to give supporting fire as necessary., It. Sie=
wenle wes directed to hold hlis lst Platoon Just inside the
woods and protest by observation to the rear and across the
open ground to the top of the ridge, Pogitions for the mors
tars were non-exigtent unless they went out in the open, so
they were not emplaced, but steyed in concealment, The head~
quarters grdup also picked a comfortable spot and awaited
developments: (49)

The time wes row 0605, and 1t was rapldly getting lighter,
Wodds_"P"_aeemed 0 be an entirély_differenf type from those

the bompany wag in -~ muoh less dense, the trees were not ev-

(48) (49) Personal Knowledge,
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ergreens, énd there was little underbrush,

The ocompany commander checked the line to see that all
was ready, took poeltlon hetween the 24 and 34 Platoons and
at 0620, used the 536 radio for the first time with the com-
mand, "Let's go." The platoons rushed acroes the fire break,
‘entered Woods "P", and in 15 minutes reached the other side .-
" of 1t on the nose of the ridge, Not a ehot was fired. Plen-
-ty of Krauts were there, but they were all dead, wounded, or
oraven in their holes, The artillery and mortar fire of the
day before had done a terrifio job in working the position
over, Tree bursts had sprayed open foxholes, direot hiﬁs on
log-covered dugoute had blasted them apart, and soarcely &
tree was un-scarred by fragments, but still the Germens had
been able to oontinue firing from the position, (50)

Approximat ely nine dead, 15 more or less seriously wound-
ed, and seven uninjured were found on the position, Quest-
ioning brought'out the faot that all the others had pulled
out early in the morﬁing, not bothering about the wounded.
The uninjured sald they had still been too shaken or scared
to go with them,

While the plaboons were maklng aﬁother thorough search
of all foxholes and dugouts and glving first gld to the Ger-
man wounded, the company commander oalled battalion, He in-
formed fhe battalion oommander as to what had tgken plaoce
sgnd stated that he was about ready to move on to the oom-
pany'e final posltion, Iieutenant Colonel Collins t0ld him
there was a modifioatibn in plen, and directed that one pla-

tdonfof the oompeny be sent around the nose of the ridge and

(B0) Personel Knowledge,
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gsouth %o Wil;wefath. (See Map B} Its mission was to olear
the several houses north of the road running east out of the
towns ‘(he rest of the ocompany would oontinue'on to the pre-~
viously assigned final objeotlve. OQver protests that Lhe
platoon would be without support and very possibly wifhout
communication, Iieutenant Colonel Collins sald he had no
one elge 70 gend, that no activity had been noted in or
around the houses, but that they had to be checked and held
to protect the 24 Battalionts left flank, (51}
The new Job was assigned to the lst Platoon, The o0m~

pany commander told Lt, Slewenie that in the event the 536
radio would not reach the gcompany, a relay statioh would be
set up here on the nose of the ridge to pass on any mesaégéa
or ¢alls for fire, 'rhe'platoon was quickly oriented and moved
out, |

- The remalning platoon leaders were assgsembled and the
plan for the completlion of the mission ﬁas outlined., 1%,
Thomas was directed (0 hold his platoon there, organize the
able~becdied prieoners to oearry as many of the wounded as.poa-
gible, and detail some of his men t0 take them back to bat-
talion, He was glven the 3d Platobn's 536, complete with
fresh battery, and instrueted that, if before rejoining, he
got notification from the oompany commander, he was to estab-
1ish the relay staiion with two more of his men someﬁhere on
~the ridge., After that he would move on up and rejoln tThe oom=-
panye. in the meantime, company headquerters, 3d, heavy ma#
chine gun, and weapoﬁs platoons would go to the higher ground

and start digging in, Acocordingly, the 3d Platoon agaln led
(51) Personal Knowledge,
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off, initiaelly retracing its path of the early morning.
This time’a palr of scouts was well out in front and a right
flank guard on'bhe top of the ridge. (52)

Reports from It, Siewenie indiocated his platoon was
nearing the first house, having seen no enemy yet, However,
his transmission was becoming progressively weaker, 50 Ib.
Thomas was radioed to set up the relay stétion. I'he first-
relay messageé was cthat the platoon had been fired on, but
was 1n a good posltion and about té ﬁake a rush for the
first house, ~[his was reported %o the battalion commander
with the requeslt that the platoon's progress be waitohed from
the observation post; if possible, and all avallable assigf~
ance glven them, A few minutes later, another message
‘stated the platoon was In the house flring at a loocated en-
emy position, Jhe relay statlion saild that message was very
faint, end a short while later, reporved they could get ﬁo
enswer to any oall, regardless of where they méved the radio.
: Nothing further was heard from the plat oon unbii much later
in the day, after 1t had acoompllished the mlgsion and bat-
talion headquarters gaihed contact. (53)

The company was now nearing the juneture of the ifﬁge
it was on with t he ﬁigh ground runnling generally north and
south. ILhe dense evergreen woods, along which thé company
was moving, gave ﬁay to a belt of pines which led off to Ghe
gouth. As the 3d Platoon headed east into the pines, the
dreaded sound of roeckets coming that way sent the company
‘diving to the grounds The salvo exploded out in the open

ground, slightly wounding two héadquarters megsengers, Ohe

(52) (53} Personal Kunowledge.,
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of thesme looﬁed in amazement at a gaping hole in the top of
his helmeb and probed gently at a small gash in his head,
He found the fragment lodged in his helmet liner, and care-
fully tucked 1t away 1n a pocket, saylng that his grand-
- ohildren would be interested in seeing it. 4An aid maﬁ patohed
them both up, and they headed in the direotion of Olzhelm and
the aid stabtlion, apparently happy with tﬂeir "million dollar
wounds”, It was later reported that somewhere down in the
valley on thelr way, they kicked the trip wire of a mine and
were agaln fortunate, They continued on, one of the two hav-
ing lost the seat of his pants and galned another slight
goratoh, (54)

No more enemy fire fell in the vieinity, and it was not
" belleved that the single salvo had been direoted partioularly
at the company, Moving on into the pines, the oompany was
helted while the oommander and platdon leaders went forward
‘on & rather hasty reconnalssance for a defensive posltion,
He was more than half convinoed that any Germans who miéht
have been on this ridge had withdrawn by now, |

Beyond the pines the ground sloped gradually upward for
about 80 yards, leveled off for a short distanoce, then fell
off again to the east, Approximately 75 yards down the for-
ward slope vexy thiok woods began agaln, Between the belt of
pines, aloné the crest and down to. the other woods, the ridge
was lightly wooded -~ widely spaced Lrees, no underbrush or
.small growth, Vieibility and flelds of fire were not hamp-

ered much by the trees except to the north, There a line of

-
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bushes and young trees ran from a poilnt near the orest, over
the ridge, and almost bto the dense woods, To the south about
o0 yards, the open woods ended, glving way o bare ground
which extended for some 200 yarﬂ:}

. The company ocommander did not know the exaot loeation
of I Company toward the north, but felt that 1t couldn't be
very far away, Heé planned to start organization of his po-
sitlon, then send a patfol to make contaot, Completing vthe
quick reoconnaissance, the group mbved baok toward the pines;
They had not gone beyond the bush line to the north, but as
they neared the oompany, sounds resembling voices and rattl-
ing equipment seemed to ocome from the other side,

' Icommen'b ing that 1t must be part of I Corﬁpany, the ocom-
pany gommander told the 3d Platoon leader to send a oouple
of'men over to find out, The men were dispatohed, and the
three plat oons moved out to theilr assigned'seotors to bee
gin q1gging thelr holes, 'A short while later the two-men
pat rol returned and reported, "Phey're GI's, .sir," Asked 1if

he was sure, one replied, "Yes, éir, we saw Ghem,”" (535)

| The company position was %o be half-horseshoe-shaped,
the open end t0 the northwest, and with the gréatest strength
faolng east and south. +1he light maochine gun seotion and one
heavy machine gun secbioh were plaoced to flre southeast and
south., ~The other heavy maschline gun seatlon was placed near
the left end of the line to flre northeast to east, The mor-
tars were emplaced near the pine belt. The 3d Platoon with

& strength of 19 men was the only rifle unit availlable at the

{65) Personal Knowledge,
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time, and it was going in on the south and southwest portione,
The 24 Platoon, which was expeoted to rejoin very shortly,
would cover the east portion, ext ending the line north from
the left machine guns. ~The heavy bush line whioch limited
obgervation to the north and somewhat to the northeast, was
about 50 yards to the left (north) of the left flank maohine
gun, Assuming I Company was just beyond the line, little
attention was paid to 1t,

The oompany sommender met It, Pritchard, the machine
gun platvoon leader, and walked with him %o his left seotion,
Stending behind the guns and about 15 yards rrom.the left
one, they watched the crews digging emplacements and indi-
vidual holes. Both guns were set up and loaded, pointing
east. Two riflemen, temporarily sent over to this side
from the 3d Flatoen, had found a convenlent two~man hole
already dug about halfway between the guns, and were relax-
ing and eating a'KuraBion. A rifle shot oracked, and a man
at the left gun fell to the ground and lay still. It seemed
to come from the left rear, The second man at vhe gun
Juﬁped t0 his feet, stood behind a small four-inch diameter
tree, and peered around it. Immediabely there was another
ghot, and the back of his Jaéket_was geen to puff out
slightly és a round black hole gppeared, [he oompany'oommand-‘
er from hig now prone pogiticn Eursed the "trigger#happy o
fools" of L Company, but an- outburst of machine pistoi fire
aﬁd more rifles left nd doubt as %0 who was ghooting.

Thelright machine gun was oaught as it was swinging

around to fire, The water jackei was plerced, ammunition
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belt mangled, and the gunner wounded, All men olose o the
two gung were forced to keep down by the hall of bullets,

A heavier machine gun began adding 1ts voloe %o the.din.
The company commander wriggled baokward and gained the pro-
tection of a small depression., He yelled badk to a larger
depression, where the command post had been set up, far the
36 Platoon to be sent up: He st1il1ll could not determine ex-~
eotly where the fire was coming from, However, he did know
it came from the left rear within the bush line,

‘The sIOpe of the ground'prevented the pregent fire from
hitting thé gsouth portion oflthe company position, but 1f the
Krauts'overran the left of the line and reached the point
where the commander was now, they could take all the rest
0f the ocompany under fire from the rear, That tﬁe Germans
were closing in became obvious, and the left of the line was
in no ocondition to stop them, Not seeing any of the 2d Pla-
toon coming, The company commander yelled co Lt. Pritchard
to get baok, crawled to the command post, sent word by messg-
enger to ell elements on the south slde, ineluding the 3d
Platoon, to get to the pine belt and aasemple'there. A few
Germans broke from the bush liné and were approaching in
short rushes. |

With the 1st sergeant and two other men of the oommand
pdst group, he fired as fagt as possible to agslst the re=-
turn of It. Pritchard's men, Five, ineluding It, Pritchard,
gsorambled back. All then made a dash for the pines, evi-
dently unsgeen by thﬁ Germans, The heavy firing continued

for about two minutes, then dwindled and oceased entirely. (56}

(58) Personal Knowledge.



" Under oover of the'pinea, a cheock revealed that eight
men were misging -- two of the 3d Platoon and six of the
maohine gun plétoona Two heavy machine guns had been left
on the posltion, and in hls haste to get back, one man of
the artlllery forward obgerver pafty had abandoned his half
of thelr SCR 810 rédio.' Burning with anger at his own neg-
ligenoe and stupldity, as weil ag at the false report he
had received, the ocompany commander told the 3d Plasoon and
the light machine gun section to get ready to flank the
enemy from the north, He radloed It. Thomas, who reported
that the 24 Platoon had been moving up when the firing
staited and now was almosgt to the pines. They eppeared in
8 few minutes. That platoon now had 13 men, all others
having been designated to return the prisoners, gulde litier
Eqarers from the aid station, or man the relay stetion,
whlch was stlll tiying to contaot the lst Pletoon, (57)

The company commander briefly oriéntgd Lt, Thomes,

t0ld him to combine the men of the 2d and 3d Platoons into

a eomposite pl&toon and be. ready to go as soon as possible.
‘Lhe mortér sectlon, headquarters group, énd remaining portion
of the machine gun platoon were directed to stay 1in the pilnes,
with It. Mozgo, the weapons platooﬁ leader, in command., Ib.
Mozgo was to establiéh security, place the mortars so they
could fire on the position just vaocated, and send a mortap
obsérver with the attacking group. ILt. Thomas goon had the
composite platooﬁ and the light maohine gunners organized,

and without further delay, they were motioned to move out,

(87) A-é.
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While the preparations were being made, battallon had
twice 6alled to learn vhe situation. The radio operator and
lst sergeant had given the information, but before the ah-
facking foroe had gotbten far, the operator ran up to say the
battalion éommander-wanted to talk Lo the company oommander,
Signaling ILt., Thomas to keep going, the company oommander
gtopped to take the-handset of the radio., ILleutenant Colonel
Collins asked 1f I Company alone oould regain the position
or whether asslstanoe fr0m L Company was desired, He was
informed that the attaok was already underway, and no aésist-
ance was felt necegsary -- as yet, anyhow, Saying he would
oall later, the company commender signed off" and ran on %o
catoh up with the platoon, He was 1in no mood o ory foXr
help before at least makihg & strong effort to get revenge,

The plan wés'to moeve north in the pine belt, ofoss a
revine, whioh was the head of the second stream crosged in
the early morning; get on the ne;t small ridge and turn east
to the level ground‘atop the malin rldge; deploy.further and
gWweep south through the thin woods to the old position, Thils
route and movement worked out well, Jihe pines ended at the
ravine, the ground on the other slde being 1lightly wooded.
After turning east and reaching the level ground, the soouts
signaled, and the platoon moved up to join them. This point
wae estimated To be about 300 yards north ‘of the.old position.
No enemy oould be seen,

The platoon taced south, deployed ae skirmishers, the
~1ight machine guns went up on the left flank, and all moved

rapidly along bthe ridge crest., <The line had not gone far
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when, throﬁgh the trees shead, a few Germans were seen
1dlely moving around, Wahting to get as close as possible,
the platoon cont inued without firing until tHere was a gud-
den shouﬁ and heads snapped around to our direection, Im-
nedletely, Lt., Thomas'! submachine gun fire was the signal
for all weapons in the line to open up., Some startled Ger-
mansg fell, others éoramﬁled for holes and.dugouts. One,
running with a burp-gun in hie hands, waslcaught iﬁ the
chest by a burst of fire from oﬁe of the light machine guns
and orumpled in @ heap, Snarling and yelling exsitedly,
the platoon surged forward,'firing at every step, The gun
erews on Lhe left leapfrbgged thelr guns, one gun firing
while ﬁhe other rushed forward é few yards to hit the
ground and begln shooiing again. They kept abreast of the
plaﬁoon.in that manner, firing continuously.,

. 'Phis blanket of marching fire, although not particularly
acourate, had the very desirable effeot of making the enemy
keep their heads down and hesitant about shooting basck. How-
ever, a machine gun opened up from the position, followed by
several rifles and a machine piétol.' Althaugh the fire was
largely wild, some men Of bhe plat oon hit the ground to
Ehoot prone, Réalizing that speed was highly.essential,
being only about 40 yﬁrds from the position now, NGO's
got them up quickiy. In a rush the platoon closed on the
nearest foxholes; One of the oaptured 5d Platoon men, in
grave danger of being hit by our filre, was Jjumping up and
down in wild exoitement, yelling and waving, "Come on, come

on}® The Kraut machine gun was seen to be fired by e hand
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reaching up from s hole and pulling the trigger, A hand
grenade stopped 1t abruptly., {58)

Germans Jﬁmped from holeg with upralsed hands and
frightened eyes. A sergeant killed one who ceame out shoot-
ing, Others were brought from thelr holes at gun polint.

A group of four made a dash aorogs the open ground for the
_ woods down the ridge, One reached that.proteotion, al-
.though he was seen to stumble before getting there, He was
the_only man to esoape rrom the position, The far edge of
the position was soon reached and all firing ceased. {59)

_ ‘the positilon had been established to face northwest
and southwest, was well camouflaged and dug in, with logs
and dirt as overhead cover for the foxholes and dugouts,

It was about 75 yards from the bush line, and 1t was evi=
dent that at least twb-men had earlier been posted 1in the.
bushes to observe to the south, This time no chance was
faken with security, and men were ilmmediately spotted at
four places around the area to observe, protect, and glve
warning whille reorganization tobk place, OFf the eight men
previously misslng, two were dead, three were wounded --
ene seriously, and three unhurt. They sald the Germans had
treated them well, bandaged the wounded men, and were aboutb
'to take Them to the rear when the attack started,

 The artillerymen®s half radio was recovered intact bub
neilther of the two heavy.machine guns oould be used in their
battered condition, After oolleotion of the prisoners end
.a re-check of all che holes, the results of the attack were

found to ber 32 prlsoners, seven of whom were wounded; six

(58) A-8; (59) Personal Knowledge.
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dead; fouy machine guns; twe maohine pistols (burp-guns);
other assorted weapons and equipment, The.cost to the at=-
taocking composite platoon was one bullet=burned arm, (80)

Six rounds of light mortar fire fell near the men on
the ridge? but no one was hurt., <The lone egsoapee had prob-
ably passed on information of what had happenéd. Lt. Mozgo
was.called to bring up the elements still in the pines, ﬁ
. Tlve-man patrol was sent north fo definitely looate and ocon-
- taet L Compapy, and a o0all was placed to battalion., The
sltuation was reported, litter bearers and re-supply of am-
munition was requested, Iieutenant Colonel Collins said
‘he thought the oompany could expect to remain where it wag
for the night; the lst Platoon would rejdin about dark; a
wire line from battallion would be installed; and the com-
pany supply sergeant sent up with émmunition, rations, eig~
arettéa end blanket roils.

The prigoners, essisting their own walking wounded,
an@ the wounded I Company men who were able to walk were
dispatched to 0Olzheim. The prisoners, on being hastily
questioned, had said there were more pogitions to the east,
but did not know whether the ridge from here south to
Wiliwerath was sbill ocoupiéd. One stated that a force of
300 was forming somewhere to the northeast, and planning to
attack this ridge that night, Although that sounded more
Iike blurf than truth, L-Gompany wag notifieds {61)

A perimeter position was set up, using the exisﬁing
Germen~dug holes as much as possible, and all platoons were

t1ed in with sound-power telephone oommunloatlon., The patrol

(60) {61) Personal Knowledge; A-8,
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returned, accompanied by the I Company executive officer,
1 Company waé located about 500 yarde to the north, he
patrol had goné and returned along the top of the ridge,
and, although it saw some German-dug strong polnis, no en-
emy were sighted, The battalion wire team arrived with an
EE~8 fleld phone and the telephone line. Litter bearér_
teams oarried the Amerlioan - and German wounded out., In the
lat e afterhoon the 18t Platoon and the various p:isoner
guard detalls same up bringing supplies for the company.

With the position organized and one man in each fox~
hole cont inucusly alert, the oompany settled down for a cold,
quiet night, uneventful except tor the jJangle of the tele-

phone telling the commander to move out agailn before dawn, (62)

ANATYSIS AND CRITTICISM

In the two days and one nlght of the described operation,

I Company made no startling gains, had nb out standing suc-
oesses, contributed very 1little to tpé "hig picture" of the
- Third Army drive %o the Rhine,'and-ﬁhe actual fighting 1t
d1d was comparatively light, However, the operation points
up several principles which apjly not only to small unit
tactloes and problemsa, but equally, in many respecte, to large
unita. _ |

”/1lthough not at all peculiar to this part icular opera-
tion, the asrigned frontages for all units, from company up
to and including divielon, were extremely wlde for either

the offensive or defensive, Very probably, In view of the

(862) Personal Knowledge,
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enemy situation and estimates of his ocapabilities, this was
entirely Justifiable, <The initial defensive position aiong
the Prum River resolved itself into a line of widely spaced
platoon and company étrong points, From the small unit com-
manderts viewpoint, wide gaps on his flanké, even though
they may be covered by planned fire, are weak points through
which & strong enemy can come, get in rear of the unit and
ocause 8 lot of trouble before being driven off, Wide fron-
tages while on the offensive were not felt so keenly dur~
ing thﬁt period of the war, VEE most instanses, a battallon
attack became widely divergent separaie oompany attacks.
Beoause of the enemy's lack of reserves with which to ooun-
terattaok, our ocapture of two separated polnts frequently
caused him t0 withdraw from st rong positions between.the
points, Such taotios, although they may not have immedlate-
ly aoccomplished the infantry's over-all mission of destroy-
ing The enemy, galned ground, kept the ehemy off balance,
and made him oontinually delay and fall back. The same re-
gult would certainly not be gailned, however, 1 Che enemy
were strong enough to mount counterattaoks in sufficlent
gtrength to repel the company~sized assaults and restore
his line,

v/i/Company's reverse plope posltion on the ridge be~
tween Olzheim and Kleinlangenfeld was undoubtedly the
strongest obtainable in that particular gector. To get &
forward slope position meant either being entirely exposed
on the east side of thé ridge, or being baok nearly 1500

yardsc4 In the latter case, a strong outpost would have had
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to be maintained 1n Olzheim in order to hold the town, and
8 déngerous salient would have existed in the line, With
the Germans holding Kleinlangenfeld and the eastern slope
of the ridge,:it was a case of two reverse.alope posltions
facing each other, Either could effectively stop an infan-
| try attack cominglacross the open ridge top, but to do so,
congt ant alertness, especially at night, wae vital., The
German defenge of Klelnlangenfeld falled because they wmere
o0 late in deteoting the K Company apbroaoh.

r”fﬁe initial mission given I Cempany of orossing the
minefield and attacking through Woods "Z" toward Kleinlan-
genfeld wae unsound under cthe particular eircumstances in—
volved, The necessity for secrecy prevented the use of the
quiockest and best means available for clearing a path through
" the minefield, The fact that an accidentally exploded mine
could destroy seorecy was not oonsiderei‘ If a second
prong on the attack of Kleinlangenfeld were desired, srogs- -
ing of the minefleld should have been‘delayed until such
time as Eeorecy.was no 1bnger a neoeasity, and pfoper meth-
6ds could be usged, The faot that the mine explosion did not
arouse the town's defenses was lueky for X Company and an
inerimination of the German alerinesa,

“The formation and route used for the company movement
in the early morning of 1 March 1s consldered excellent,
The use of oclose-in flank guards and a roving patrol ahead
of the column gave effeotive seourity, along with ease of

oontrol in the darkness. ‘At one time the ocompany commander
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allowed Gthe heaq of The oolumn $0 move too rapidly for the
more heavily laden machine gun platoon to keep up: The re-
sult ing loss of conbtaot could have been.much more serious
1f the officer who first noticed the break had not taken
prompt action.

,"When the close approach of bthe enemy column was dip-
oovered, the company commander's hasty decision not to fire
wag faulty, Sinee Woods "P" had already been bypassed by
L Company, it should have been readily spparent thai the en-
emy wap withdrawing from the position rather than re-sup-
plying 1%, Even if the position had remained fully manned,
sudden pre-dawn firing immediately to thelr rear would have
hed a demoralizing effect on the defenders.

\The falge report of the two-man patrol that it was L
Company on the left beyond the bush line, was a serious,
inexcusable blunder which cost two lives and jJeopardized
many others. That information; along with the lack of se~
ourity measures taken on the left flank peﬁding the arrival
of. the 2arglatoon, ailowed the company to be hit from the
direction least expected.

V//Le decigion t o withdraw from the poeition under the
clroumstances is congldered proper. To remaln would have
brought the entire, partly organized position under flanke-
ing and'rear fire with little reocourses Withdrawing allowed
the mounting of a sucoessful counterattack in a minimum of
time and with a maximum effeet. 'he speed and aggressiveness
‘of the ¢counterattack ooupled with the unexpeoted direotion
and heavy assault fire Gaused the enemy position to be sur-

prieed, pinned down and overrun with no damege to the attackers,
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LESS0N S

V&. In certain situations, a revsrse glope position 1s
the. strongest for defense. I o

Vé. Surprlse oan often be gained by pre-dawn attack
without aztillery preparation,

3. ‘The missiqg asslgned one subordinate unit of a com~
mand_must-be such that 1ts execublon does ﬁot Jeopardize the
aceomplighment of the mission of another unilt,

| 4, In a nighb movement cross-country, a small roving

patrol as seourity to the front is effective and easy to
control. | S
' Q/HS; During a night movement , guides should be posted
at oritical points along the route to insure that no follow~
iné*schelon loses oontaot thexe and falls to continue on the
correct route,

6, To be sound, every decision, regardless of the haste

or oonditions under whioh it is made, must be based on logical

‘reas oning.

V/V. In order to minimize the possibility of returning an
inaococurate report, a patrol must be glven speoclifle, detailed
orders and ilmpressed with'the necesglty for the desired in-
formation,

ivﬁé‘ Adequate security for a unit must never be overlooked,

9, Speed and sggressiveness are vital vo @ suocessful

counberatbaek.

VﬁO. Heavy assault fire by advanolng riflemen oan effectively

neutralize an epemy position while the attackers are closing in.
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