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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY A, 331ST INFANTRY
(SBRD INPANTRY DIVISION) AT LANGLIR, . BELGIUM
_ 11-12 JANUARY 1945 . .
- (ARDENNES CAMPAIGN)
(Peraonal Experience of a Rifle Company commandar)

ORIEHTATION

_ INTBODUGTION _ _
Thia monograph covers the oparations of Company A, 331st

Infantry, 83rd Inrantry_Diviaion in the attack on LANGLIR,
'BELGIUM, 11-12 January 1945, during the offensive phase of the
ARDENNES Campaign,
In order to orient the reader it will be necessary to
_diaquﬁs briefly ths majdr events which led up to ﬁhia action,
| On 1 Déoamber, the concept of the enemy capablilitles was
 at111 as-eipreaaed 1n G«2 estlmate No, 56 Headquarters Firat
US Army, debed 20 November 1944, which 1s quoted here in part.
"o Enemy Capabilitiea | |
| (1) The enemy 1s capable of defense of the REICH west
”or_thé-RﬁINE, probably along the general line IJBSEL-M#SS-ROER
and WEST WALL, and in the Third US Army Area MAGINOT LINE-WEST
| WALL and the BHINE. '
t{2) The eneny 1s eapable of retiring to a defenae line
.behind the RHINE.
| "(3) The enemy 1s capable of collapaé or surrender.
"(4) The enemy 1s capable of air 'blitz' to regein air
supremaoy 1n limited vital areas." (1) _ _
.Evidonce_aaoumulated rapidly.to glter this estimate., Out-
standing items of intelligence were gathered dally ffdm Theatre

(1) ‘A~L, p. 99



and lower ﬁnits.' Such items as entlire divisglons being withdrawn
frdM-the'Italian and Eeetern fronts, reforming of troops in the
enemy rear area, organizing new and special unita, intensive .
training of these units. Theae were all 1ndicatiena of an enewy -
_offensive Operation, 1nstead of defenslve.

The intelligence received during this period is surmed up
1n'a-2.aet1mate No. 37 Headquarters First US Army dated 10
December 1944 which is quoted here in part.

| M"a. Enemy Capabilities,

| "(1) The enemy 1s capable of eontinuing his dafenee of
'the 1ine of the ROER north of DUREN, his present front line wast
of the ROER covering the dams and thence south along the west
~wa11. :m. .

"(2) The enemy is capable of & concentrated counter=
ettaek.with elr, armor, Infantry, and secret weapons at a
eelected focal point at & time of his own choosing, |

| "(3) The eneny 1s eapable of defending on the line of
the ERFT and eubaequently retiring behind the RHINE.

l "(4) The enemy is capeble of collapse or surrender.“ (2)
On the morn;ng 16 December, the enemy launched the greatest
_.eouhteroffenaive-againet Allied Forces since the invasion of
NORMANDY, The attack was initiated oﬁ the nerthern portion of
.'the.broed front.he1d by tha VIII Corps. It wae supported by
a heavy schedule of well coordinated artillery fire eemmeneing
at 0530 hours on fronﬁ-line troopa, -artillery pesitions, command
“posts end communicetions areas. After two and & half hours of

thia, long range ertillerj concentrated on key rear installationa

- {2) A-1, p. 102



et ROTGEN, EUPEN, MALMEDY, VERQIERS, and ST VITH with the bulk
of the Tfiring in the aoufhern half of V Corps sector and all
elong the VIII Corps front. (3)

The broad plan of the enemy was to strike toward the MEUSE
and on to BRUSSELLS and ANTWERP, With the Sixth 83 Pz army on
the right driving through to LIEGE, and the Fifth Pz army thrusting
toward NAMUR. A diverslionary attack was alsc to be made by the
Seventh @erman Army with LUXEMBOURG as the obJective. The area
of attack was & Bixty mlle front between the ERFEL and the
ARDENNES. (See Map A) (4)

. This ehemy offensive actlon made great progresa, overrunning
all rfiendly units in the area. This push continued to a depth
of approximately seventy-five miles,

By 3 January Allled Forces hed succeedsed 1in halting thils
drive'and was 1in position to start 1ts counter offensive againat
the salilent. o

The Allied Plan for the reduction of the selient celled for
the Third US Ammy to attack_the southern flank, and the First
- U8 Army to attack the northern flank driving a wedge through
the sallent.

VII GCORP3S MISSION

.The VIL Gbpps was assigned the major attack mission of the
1st Army. It was composed of 2nd and 3rd Armored Divislons, the
83rd ﬁnd 84fh Infantry Divisions, and 4th Cavaelry group. The
Corpa waa to attack 1in ita zone east of the QURTHE RIVER capture
HOUFFALIZE, then be prepared to attack east on army order. (Ses
Map A) (B) |
(3) A=1, pe 103

(4) A'l’ Pe 103
(6) A-1, p. 126



At 0830 houra 3 January 1946 the PFirat gmy launched an
attaak.on a twenty-five mile front against the center of the
enemy nalient. In spite of the wintry weather substantial
advences were made, ln some areas up to 4 000 yards, oapturing
B&Veral_villages and key torrain-features. Thls attack loat no
momentum, by 10 January in the zone of VII oc;ps, the 4th Cavalry
_group'maintainad‘contaét'with iha'Britigﬁfgn.ths wpst bank of
the GURTHE RIVER near MARCOURT. Parther east, thojznd'lrmorsd
Diviaion adVanoed more than l 000 yards, captured SAMREE, and
moved well into the BQIS DE ST JEAN. (8)

On the front of the 83rd Diviaion BIHAIH was cleared in the
afternoon, The 33let Infantry repulsed 8 counterattack from the
vioinity of PETITE LANGLIR and captured an enemy strong point.
The 329th Regiment destroyed an infantry-tank strong point east
of PETITE LAHGLIR_aﬁd advanced 1ts lines along the BOIS DE RONCE
nearlyié helf mile. The enemy was reslating stubbornly and
‘appeared to have concentrated armor in this aaqfor. Thua on the
afternoon of 10 Jenuary we f£ind the 33lat Infantry and 329th
Infentry on a line extending generally east and.weat.apprdxi-
mately two kilometers north of PETITE LANGLIR. The 33lst Infantry
had'tﬁe'and'and*afd Battallens en'iine'ﬁith‘tha 1st Battalien in
~ reserve, The Bsoth'Inrantry having been attached to the 3rd
Armored Division, therefore leaving the Diviaion with two
' Regimonta. The mission, of the 8drd Division, in effect was to
‘attack generally south to cut the ST VITH-HOUFFALIZE highwey.

(Sea Mag B) (7)

(6) A-1l, p. 130
( ) A-3, 10 Jan 46



DISPOSITIONS AND PLAWS OF 3318T INFANTRY

On the afternoon of'lo Jahuérj the 33lst Infentry wasa oon~
tinuing the attack, in conjunction with the 33@th Infantry. Both
Regiﬁenta'were pushing slowly forward againsf an enemy that was
fighting a despefate delaying action. The enemy was utilizing
key terraln features, aend orgenizlng them with Infantry supported
by tenks end self-propelled guns, further suppofted by artillsry
that was well zeroed in on points along the divislon front and
all iikely supply avenuepg In our rear,

| The 33lst Infantry had the 2nd Battallion on the right and
in the village of BIHAIN., The front line extended generally east
with the 3rd Battalion on the left and in oontact with the 320th

(8ee Map B) (8)

The lst Battelion, being in reserve, had closed in 1ts new

Infantry approximately 1500 yerde northeast of PETITE LANGLIR.

.aaaembly area'in_the village LIERNEUX et gpproximately 1700 hours.
~ The Regimental Plan called for the ng and 3rd Battallons

to cohtinue the attack. The lst Battalion waa to pass through

the 2nd Baﬁtalion nesr BIHAIN on the morning of 1l Januwery as soon

es they could get in_pohifibn to do soc.

1ST BATTALION SITUATION AND PLAN

The lst Battallon 33lst Infantry was commended at the time
by Lisutenant Colonsl Henry 8. Nellson; the Company Commanders
were: Company A, Captain Wilfrade: Barber; Company B, Captain
Danlel M. Moore; Company C, Captain Harlan Wright; Company D,
Captaln_Harry C. Gravelyn. All these officers with the exoeption
of Captain Wrlght had been with the Battallon slnce before 1its

(8) A-6, 10 Jan 45



‘arrival in England in April 1944, Oaptain Wright joined the
: _Battalion as a replaeemenf in August'1944. (9)
: The Battalion was at approximately 90% atrength with about
-:50% being oomparatively new to combat, this included both officers
and enlistsd men. Therse was no problem with supplles, with the
exception that there wasn't enough overshoes to go around. The
 _Batta1ion was gradually ovarcaming-thia.by oollecting the ovbr-
hhdqﬁ from the dead and wounded as they were being evacuated
'thraugh.ﬁhe'aid statlon, ih spite of this, all compenies were
still shorﬁlbeveral pairs. The physical oondition'of the men
_waaﬁ't'very-good due to the faqt that the Battalion had either
_beaﬁ“attacking or_daranding.eontiﬁuoualy since early December.
Th&'intenae.oold and deep snoew drirta had sapped their strength
‘at & repld rate until at this time thoy were in semi-exhausted
'condition; Thé.morale was goode The men had rather fight than
1ie in cold, wet fdxholea, by doing this th&y were able to keep
_muoh warmer, also provent frozen feet and hands. {(10)
| At about 2100 hours the Oompany-commandar ‘of A Company received
a message;'atating 1n part to report to the Regimental GP; which-
i at thia time was 1n HALT on the southern outskirta of HEBRONV&L,
(11) on arriving at the CP the Company Commander was met by '
Eiéﬁtenant Golonel Neilaon, lest Battalion Commanding Offlcer, and
inrorﬁed that 4 Company waa_to;mhke_a'night attack, a8 soon &
possible. The plan called for A Compeny to pass through the 2nd
_ Battalion in BIHAIN, attack generally southeaat through the rorest
and ueoure the north bank of tha LANGLIR RIVER
(9) Personal knowladge

(10) Personal knowledge
(11) A7, 10 Jan 45
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Tha Company Commander arguad againat this using thaso pointa
(1) No time for reconnaiasanca, (B) The semi-axhauated condition _-
of the men; (3) The diatanoo ths ‘men would have to merch before |
raaching the 1line of departurs, (bho distance being appreximatoly
10, 000 yards) (4) The time now baing almoet 2200 hours. (12)
'_' Tho plan was finally eancelled and & new one called for a -
&oordinatad attack by the lst Battalion aa soon after daylight
. aa eompletion of & reoonnaissance would permit.
At daylight 11 January found the lst Battalion on the mnrch
.moving toward BIEAIH. The men had had & good night'n rest and
& hot breakfast. The morale, at this time, was excellents In
the meantime the Battalion Commanding Officer and steff, Compeny
Commanders with redlo operators andidrivera were moving by Jjeep
to BIHAIN to meke the reconnaissance., Arriving juet as the sun
-was'rising,-alsq Just at the seme tlme the enemy deﬁidgd to
_t. bounteraﬁtaok the town. They struck with approximatqu twb 
\jg\*;g‘ hundred infantry and five tanks, The attack caught the 2nd Bat-

f;ﬁ \kalion oomplataly by aurpriaa, most of the men were asleep.
_ Bgfore_the_attaok oould_ba halted the enemy succeeded in capturing
the southefn-half-of the town. To withdraw was lmpoasible as all
avenues of eécape wefe“out,'if not by men, then by fire. The fire
fight ragéd for aimost thréelhours'bafore-we succeeded in routing
| the enemy and driving ‘the few aurvivors ‘baok into- the foraat.- |
(See Map C) (13)
Tha only casualtiaa suffered by the Reconnaiasanoe group--?{?u

was-two men killed end one wounded from Company De The 2nd

L3

{12) Personal ¥mowledge
" (13) Personal knowledge



Battalion suffered quite heavily, but suoceeded in knocking out

thrae enemy tanks end killing an estimated one hundred- infantry.

 2 \ By now the lst Battalion had reachad a point ‘sbout 500 4 (

;yarda west of OTTRE, where they had bsen. galted by thg_Bgttalion
_ Eﬁfﬁutiva Officer, Major Kenneth Soott.; At _this point 1s where

e gt e o g R 20 T BT i
the reuonnaiesance party rejoined the Battalion.h It was hera B

:{r__‘-‘.. g

SR "L ]

e X, -ﬁ‘-'_\‘ -t

‘that the attacxmnlan“waﬁ £Qnmulatad, and.-atill no._ reconnaisaance:_.

e e

'-had bg,gn mad@. r’ f E _
The plan caliéd for the Battalion to attack in column of
oompnnies with A Company leading followed by Gompgnies ¢ and B.
The line of departufa was to be.the trail runhing generally east
and west along the ridge line sbout 80O yards north of BIHAIN.
The right boundary initialiy the main road leading into BIHAIN,
left boundary, no 11mit. The direction of attack due south aoross
the ST MARTIN RIVER into the edge of the forest, then zoutheast
“along the'trail-to tha north bank of the LANGLIR RIVER, (14)
S | . NARRATION - |
At 1120 hours 11 January A Gompany orossed the line of
~departure in column of platoons in wedge formation with extended
Interval. ' The lst Platdéh:ieé&iﬁg, followed by”Heavy Machine Gun

——,
ey

Plghpggﬁqttachad from Company D, Compeny Commend Group, 2nd

-;Elepgpn_H;Fhhﬁishﬁ,Machineuﬁun«ﬂﬂction-from_Gampany.& attached,

.‘remaindgr of theMWeapona Platoon, and the Third Platoon. (See Map C)
Major General Robert C. Maoon,. the commanding Generallqr

the Bsrd3Division, was preaént at the line of departure as the

Gomﬁany cfbased.. By'apagking words.or encouragement and a_pat

‘on the back to aqmé of the_men;-did.more to bolster the morals

- (14) Personal imowledge
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- of these battle weery men than any other ons thing could havs.

The effect ﬁhet this had on the men was, indeed, amazinga

It weeiheyer forgotten by the men of Compeny A. (15)
”E The attack jumped off without supporting fires from elther

L

;.mortare_or artlillery, although there was rorward observers from

each with the Company Command groups Both the artillery and .
mortars were in position to furnigh fire on oall.

As the lat Flatoon advanced through the lkmee deep snow to

' within about 100 yards of the narrow ST MARTIN RIVER, enemy

artillery begen falling in and around the advancing troopss . . °

" Due to the extended formation and the leadership of Lieutenant

Dodd, the lst Platoon Leader, the platoon continued to advance

followed by the rest: of the cempeny. The entire Company passed
through this, not toe aceurate artillery, without any casualties,
The 1st Platoon found the small ST MARTIN RIVER to be no more

then a creek, and no obetaele whatgoaver to foot troops, although

_ vehicles could not be teken aeroee at this polnt., As the 1st
_Pletoon croeeed the remainder of the Company held up on the

fnorthern banks until the 1lst Platoon reached the edge of the

3'foreet, from where it sent several patrole well into the wooded

{15} Personal knowledgs

area, This edge of the forest wee found not to be ooocupled.
Qn reeeiving;the all olear signal from Lisutenant Dodd the remainder
of the ocompany was mored into the near edge of the wood deployed
with theflet Platoon on the right of the trail, the 2nd Platoon,

under the leadership of Lisutenant Donald Helm, on the left. So

‘far the company had received he-smell-arme fire whatsoever., Thils

sgemed strange as this was near the point where etrong countere

' attack had been launched against BIHAIN earlier in the morning.
(See Map C)

1
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- As the edge.of the_woods.was the initial obJeoti?% of the
Company, the Compény Commander made sure the flanks were secured
-_and notified the Battalion Commender as to hls positibn. The
only means of communications at this time was by SCR 300 radio.
'tiautenant-célonel Neilson ordered the Company to continue the
attacklastride-tha_trail.to the battalion objeotive, he also
- stated that Company C would jump off immediately and join Company

A on the objective. The trail was to be the boundary'bptween
6ompaniea with Company C on the right. He further stated that

if reaiétance was met as we advanced through the forest to notify
Battalion, as to the location,.and bypass 1t if possible and_.
Company B would eliminate it am they moved up. (See Map c)

. nis fqreét was 1like most on the European Continent being
-orisp~crossed with fire breaks. These breaks were approximately
thirty feet wide. In this area the terrain was made  up mostly
with low rolling_hiils with gentle slopes, which gave the enemy
wonderful flelds of fire, grazing fire in some places up to 400
yards. By setting maohine gﬁna ﬁp at the Intersections of thege
fire breaks the énomy could control moat of the forest with very
few men and gunas, This gave the enemy & mafked advantage as we:
were not able to locate their peaitions until they had opened
fire. |

| The trees on the near edge of the rofest was tall with no
low brandhes, the snow waén't drifted,within the woods but was
_Jﬁ#f a little over lnee deep to the average man. This made
walking guite dirfioult. After the Company had advanced about
-200.yards 1t suddonly'found iteelf in a rorést of_yoﬁng troeess

planted in rows of about six feet apart. The trees were

12



'approximately fifteen feet tall with the bottam branches about -

four feet above tha'ground. All branahaa were heavily laden with

- anow, viaibility at no point was more thean qpixﬁx_gggt. As the

‘men advanced thay would have to bend forward in order to clear

tha low branohal. Aa they would ‘brush against the'branohes the
snow and pine nsodlea weuld fall down their necks adding greatly
to thelr discemfort. | _ ‘

After advancing about 100 yards through this young forest
the left squad Of*ﬁhe 2nd Platoon came to the firat fire break,
:éafthey:were oibnaiﬁgfan enemy mechine gun opened fire from about
200 yards up the break.,  The Company Commanﬁbrfmoved to the left
flankvto cheok 6n the sitﬁation. There he contacted Lisutenant
.'-Helm and found that one . squad wag aafely across, and the remainder
| of the platoon on the near side. This fire break ran diagonally
across our front, where it interaected the trail on whioh we were
advanoing Ls-whorg'the eneny maohine gun wgs_aat up. An attempt_
. was mﬁdé to get more men across, this met with failure, as they:
neared the break the enemy would open fire with machine guns and
riflas.' The enemy forece was known to be at least two mashine

gune and_deveral rifles. It was declded to leave the one squad .

" @oross the fire break as a hoiding roroe until Company B oould

" move up and olear the obstacle. The remainder of the 2nd Platoon
woﬁld move -to the'rignt-or the tr@illand follow the lst Platoon.
_:The_Bdttalicn Commander waﬁ notified of this action and-the
~Cbmpany moved on to the objective without further ineident,
arriving there at about 1600 hourss An all arcund defense was
-aét up to the left of the trail awaiting the arrival of Gompanyyp,w

which came at about 1700 houra. The flanks of both companies

13
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'__ﬁere tied in, The men dug in the best they could through frozsn

ground and snow, During this time intermittent artillery was

falling in the areé, elso both compenies were recelving machine

 gun fire from across the LANGLIR RIVER. (8ee Map C) (16)

The only contact with Battallon mow was by the artillery

'_.fadio‘that the forward observer had. We were notified that

Battallon heedquarters had.moied into BIHAIN along with the ald
'Qtation'and ammunition dump, also that B Company was in BIHAIN
and would remain there during the night, This left A and C

" Companies well over a 1000'yard forward or'the front lines, With

ths enemy, of undetermined strength betwaen them and friendly
foroes. With this 1n mind both companiaa prepared to spend tha
night in the edge of the forest.

The men atarted preparing posltions for the night, after
they had ‘completed dlggling thelr ro;holea it was noted that water
was seqﬁihg in. This water continued rising until it had reached

a'depth.offabout one fooﬁ; The men were not ablé'to koep thelr

 feet dry.and warm, thils added greaﬁly to thelr discomfort as the |

'-temperatura was around zero degrees and 1t had begun to snow

again.

Just before dnrk firing broke out in the rear of C Companye

-This proved to he a rather atrong-anemy foroe armed with
':Sohmqisser Piatbls and Panzerfaust. They auqdeaded-in over
_ running_d Company's mdrtaf pbsitiona_éapturing the morters and

_wbundihg sévarai ﬁon.  Th1§ f1re fight whs-taking place ahout

100 yards from A Oompany's right flank. Reallzing the situation

in O Gompany wag rather serious, after soms of their.men_with-_

drew 1nto_A.Gompany area, the Gﬁmpany Commander of A Company sent

“(16) Personal-knowledga

14



@ - ®
a strong patrol to enﬁelope the enemy roar. This was very effective
as the enemy was soon routed with the loss of fifteen kllled,
but none captured. Nor waa_any.of ¢ Company's equipment recovered,
In this brief actlion ¢ Company had one killed, five wounded;
Alcompany one wounded. It ie believed thie was the enemy force
that wes bypassed earlier in the afternoon, as we had no further
contact while in this poaltion. The enemy artillery no longer was
falling in tha.area and the machine gun fire to our front had
ceased. (See Map C) o
At 2130 hours Lieutenant Colonel Neilson came to the CP of
A.Gampany. He stated that the battalion had been ordered to make
a night attack and wes due to jump off at 2200 hours, thirty
minutes from nows The battalion was supposed to be on the western
edge of LANGLIR at 2200 hours prepared to move into the town as
goon as the érbillery preparation had 1lifted. Thirteen battalions
of artillery was to fire a fifteen minute T.0.T. the last rounds
from one battalion_!gg_to be smoke 80 we would know the prepa-
ration was over, (17). |
_ This waé to be a:division coordinated attack with both regl-
ments; 33lat eand 329th attacking abreast with the main effort
‘being in the area of PETITE LANGLIR. 1lat Battallon, 33lst, was
to attack generally\#qggi'%?ggwfgé position on the bank of the
LANGLIR RIVER, seigze the town of LANGLIR, prevent the enemy from
reinforeing from the south, alao.to out his esﬁapa route frem
the north.
-Thé Battalion plen was C Company to lead and seilze the aouth
helf of the town. A Company to follow end selze the Mailn east~
west road end the north half of the town,

(17) Personal knowledge
o 15



\?

Knowing by now that the LANGLIR RIVER was only a small stream

and the brlidge as shown on thé_Map-was-not 8. conventlonal type,

but in reality ﬁaa a man-made ford. The ford had a rocky bottom
end the water not over slx lnches in depth. Thils was no obatacle
whatsoever to elther fobt troops or vehiclea of any type.
The A Company Commander realiging that 1t was impossible to

accomplish the misslon in the time elloted, called in hila platoon

enders end lssued his attack order. Locating the platoon leaders
in the extreme darkness of the forest wes in itself a bilg Job.
The trees were go thick end the alr so full of snow that a person
could only see a matter of a few inches, It was not unusual to
run into a tree before seelng 1t, These men belng moatly combat
veterans, would more than likely shoot first and ask questione

later. In loocatlng the Platoon Leaders and getting them to the

\\xmd/,took over thirty minutes.

3ince the Company Commander had no map of the area the attack
order conslsted of jJust telling the Platoon Leaders his plan,
whloh was to lead with the lst Platoon followed by the Third
Flatoon, both of these Platoons would have one mection of heavy

machlne guns attached, followed by the weapone less the light

- machine gun section which was attsched to the Seocond Platoon

bringing up the rear.

The lst Pletoon was to selze and'olear all the bulldings on
the left ailde of the'street, the 3rd Platoon wlth the same mission
on the right slde. The 2nd Platoon and tha.remainder of the
weapons platoon were to oooupy these bulldings and prevent the
enemy from re~entering,

To 1ssue the order and get the company assembled took approxi-

mately_ggguggghgfiﬁffif hours, making the time now after 2400 hours.

18
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It was now notad?hat 'C Company was not ready to move, & messenger
wag dispatched to C Company CF. On his return he steted that
Captain'wright would not be ready for at least another hour. With
this in mind, the Compeny Commander of A Company declded to move
out and let C Company follow, This information was sent to C

chompany and the Flatoon Leadera'notified of the change in plans.

The Company was to move on order of the Company Commander after
'he had made a personal check of all Platoons. On returning to
the haad-qf the column the Company Commander found that the 1lst
Platooh had moved out, An attempt waes made to contaoct 1t by SCR
536 radio, but no luck. Hoping ths platoon would be fortunate
anough in finding the objeotive.tha remainder of the Compeny moved
out with the 1dea of followlng the trell left by the lst Platoon.
oh clearing the woods and crossing the river we moved 1nto open
ground. Here the wind, which was very strong by now, was blowing
- the snow £err1fioa11y, obliterating the trail of the 1lst Platoon.
It was also impoasible to locate the trall which would lead the
Company into LANGLIR., The time now approximately 0130 hours

11 Jenuery. (See Map C) (18) | |

 The only”way poaaible to move was by single file cheanging

the lead man every few minutes. The terraln across which the
Company moved ﬁaa from almost baré ground to snow dri{ts up to
five feet deep. The riflemen carried four bandoleers of
‘apmunition extra,'along with two hand grenades and one clip of
Bhﬁ emmunition. This was SOP within the Compeny. Some of the men
were fortunate enough to get snow capes, but these proved to be
ineffective as they would beoome froseh and break, they were

discarded during thils move,.

(18) Personal knowledge
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e In this movement to LANGLIR the men became so exhausted that
when they would slip and fall some would m;ke no attempt to rise,
The Plaﬁoon Leaders and Non—ﬂammisaioned Offlocers had to continually
patfol the bolumn foroing these men to get on thelr feet., Some-
times this hed to be done at the point of a gun. The weapons
beceme clogged with snow, many bolts were frozen closed., The
watsr in the waterjacketa of the machine guns beoame frogzen
although antifreeze had been used the guns were wlthout at thils

point. The bnly means avallable to thaw these weapons was for the

men to urinate on them, this was done meny timee throughout thils

operation. It 1s felt that 1f 1t hadn't been for the good leader~

ahip_ability'of_the Platoon Leaders and key Non-Commiasioned

\\MHOfficera that some of the men would have perished on thie marech,

(19) ,
- By 0330 1t had ceased snowing and the Company found itgelf
about 200 yards from the edge of a village, there stlll wasn't

any contact with the lst Platoon. Here the Company was halted
and a patrol wes to be ssnt to the village to try to determine
whether or not this was the company objective, Tanks could be
heard moving around the town and firing occasionally. These were
believed to be-enemy tenks, Before the patrol could be sent out

a patrol from the lat Platoon eontacted the Companye This patrol
informed the Company Commander that the lst Platoon had succeeded
in taking three houses without meeting any opposition, but
believed this to be another Village since thére were bulldlings
only.on one slde of the atreet, alsc the tanks that ecould be heard
was enemy, estimated at least meven and enemy foot troops could be

heqrd In other sections of the town.

{12) Personal knowledge
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The Company Commander went forward to the lat Platoon. It
waé here that 1t was declded that the Company was probably in the
right town but in the wrong sectlion. It was further noted that
enemy was withdrawing and had not detected the presence of the lst
Platoon. It was then decilded to push the platoon up to the cross-
roads in hépes of beingz able to establish a road block, however,
this ﬁas not accompllished as the next houses were cceupled by the
enemy mogt of whom were asleep, S8Some of these managdd to escape,
evidently notifylng the tankers. It was not long before enemy
tﬁnka were firing direct fire from very close range, into the
buildings ocoﬁpiod by the 1lst Platoon, It was then learned that
the Company ‘had only one bagooka, 1t had been destroyed by the
firat round\that came through the bullding, The onemﬁ made no
affort to move.ground troops agalnat the lst Platoon's vosltions,
bit continued hls direct firing Into any bullding that might be
occupled by our troops. It was evident now that the enemy was
wlthdrawing, as there were vehlcles and men continucusly on the
main road moving to the south., (20)

Altogether the Company had slx bulldings in 1ts possession.
It was declded to move the 3rd Platoon into the town to help the
1st Platoon hold its initlal gain. The 2nd Platoon and remainder
_of the Weapons Piatoon were to dlg in, in the area around the
cemetery and protect the flanks and rear. The Company at thls
time did not have contact with ailther Gompahy C or battallion head=-
quarters knowing that the battallon had some tanks attached to 1%,
.tha Company Commander declded to taks three men and return to the

battallon area for these tanks. It was thought that Company ¢

{20) Personal kmowledge
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would be contacted on the return trip, however, no contact was
made and C Coﬁpany wasn't in the woods where they were laat seen.
Moving on through the forest the patrol met Lieutenant Colonel
| Nellson who was coming forwsrd with a platoon of tanks. After
orlenting him on the situatiop he returned to BIHAIN to notify
Regiment, also to try to ;oéafe Company € by radio. The Company
Commander and patrol returned with the tanks to a deflladed area
in rear of the Eqd'Platoon and detalled a squad from the Platoon
-89 c¢lose in proﬂéoﬁion for the tanks., The Tank Platoonlgggﬂgr

was told byﬂggp Company Commander to stay idn this positlon untll .

he wae notifled to move. The Company Commander returned to the

pp——

lat Platoon area only to find that in his absence that Company C
had flnally arrlved on the scene. The Company Commander had
moved the entlre Company into the bulldings occuﬁied by Company
A. (See Map C)

'By.now'it”wés around 0600 hours and the majority of the
anemy force had wilithdrawn to the woods south of town. Thelr tanks
wore s8tlll firing at the bulldings held by our troops. 8ince
the enemy tanks had withdreawn 4 Company pushed across the mailn
road and set up a road block that succeeded In stopplng the
enemy foot elements. By daylight Company A had succeeded 1in
clearing all of C Company sector, reallzing that the southern
edge of the town was the more important., The ¢ Company Commsnder
refused to asslst, 1n any way, the attack on the town, the
Company never moved from the bulldings they inltlally occupled.

The 2nd Platoon with the mortar sectlon of A Company was

gt1ll in the cemetery area. Around 0800 hours firing broke out
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in the tank platoon assembly area thls firing appeared to be
from frisndly weapons. O©On investigating this firing it was found
that the tank platoon was moving from 1ts assembly area toward
town., As they moved forward they were firing thelr weapons to
the front. The Tank Cannons were firing into the bulldingas
ocoupled by frieﬁdly troops. The machline guns were raking the
entire area. As ‘the tanks appfoached the 2nd Platoon area thelr
machine gun fire killed one man and wounded four. Ag there was
no communication with the tanks there was no way in which to stop
them. They moved into town 1n single flle, with one tank at the
cros8s rbad they stopped, at thls moment they were taken under
flre by enemy tanks Iin the edge of the forest about 600 yards
south of the town., .Four of these tanks wers knocked out 1mmedi-
- ately, the other manﬁgad to get under cover behind one of the
bulldingas, (21)

Ag the tanka were moving into town they muast have been
observed by the enemy., Just at this time enemy artillery began
to fall into the town along with direct fire from tanks and
self-propelled guns. This barrage was one of the most terrifiec
that A Company had ever encounteraed, Thls fire algo was very
accurate. This put both companies in a oross fire, the enemy
from the south and friendly tanks from the northwest. Movement
of any kind 1n the town was now lmpossible, The enemy fire con-
tinued untll after the four tanks had been knocked out. After
that, terriflic barrages, came at irregular intervala throughout
the day. Thls artillery greatly hampered the movementas of Company
A and 1t wasn't until 1120 hours that all buildings had been cleared

(21) Personal knowledge
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and cbntaoﬁ made with the 329th Infantry. ;!!s contact was made
wlth a patrol from the 2nd Battaiion, 329th-Infantry. At 1300
hours 12 Jenuary 1945 the town of LANGLIR BELGIUM was offlclally
reported to Division Headquarters as being olaéred of all snemy
tfoops. At 1400 hours the 2nd Battalion, 329th Infantry, relleved
the lat Battalion of reaponaibiiity of the defenes of LANGLIR.
The Battélion remained in the town awalting its next mission. (22)
| Evacuation of the wounded had heen impossible since there
was nb means avellable to do so, The ald statlon being in BIHAIM
waa over 2000 yards awaye. No litter bearers wore made avallable
to the assault companles and the only medical personnel present
were the ald men with the Company. These ald men did a wonderful
Job with thelr limlted amount of supplies, they had to ocarry
morphine aypattes under thelr arm plts to keep them from freezing.
Company A had thirty~four woundsd men in LANGLIR that could not
be evacuated due to the intense artillery fire'from the enamy,
These men weren't evacuated untll late in the afternoon and then
By an armored aﬁbulance borrowed from an armored unlt in the area.
Casualtlies for A Company for this operation was thirty-five
-ﬁoundad, one killed, 8everal men were evacuated within the ﬁaxt

24 hours due to exhaustion, frozen feet and hands. (23)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMS
l. RECONNAISSANCE | |

A thoroﬁgh reconnaissance and a sound plan are essential

elements of an attack. In the attack of the morning of 11 January,

(32) A-2, 13 Jan 45
{23) Personal knowledge
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alﬁo the night attack of 11 January, adaquate.reconnaisaance
was not made. It 1s felt that in both cases had there been time
for a thorough baconnaiasanoa that a much better plan could have
beaen workéd oute In the night attack the only reconnalssance
by A Company Commander was Just & glimpse at the Battallion
Commander's map. This led to a doubt in the Platoon Leaders'
minds as to Just what was axpected of the Platoons.
2.  ORDERS

Atﬁaok ordera should be 1ssued by higher headquarters in
ample time to allow subordinate leaders sufficient time to make
a sound plen. In both attaoks of 1l January thls was not done
by the Battalipﬁ Commander dus to no fault of his own., On
receivihg the order for the night attack the Company Commander
had only thirty mlnutea in whlech to lssue hils ordaf, assemble
the Company, and be at the edge of LANGLIR approximately 1000
yards distant, This was an impossibility,
3.  COMMUNIGATIONS

Throughouf'thia operation communiocations falled at a time
when they were mo?t needed. The battallon depended solely on

radio which proved Ilneffectlve due to sxtreme weather oonditlons

and extended distancee eapeclally for the smaller radios, It is
belileved that had|Battalion followed the assault companles with
a wire team that oommunication would have been adequate especlally
since enemy artillery was comparatively light until after the
battallon was on lts maln objeotlve,
4, TERRAIN, WEATHSR AND ENEMY | |

Cartainly,'nb record of the ARDENNES Campaign 1s complete
wilthout reference to the terrain, weather and the enemy, In the

anow laden hills of the ARDENNES forest, fighting the weather was
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harder than fighting the enemy. The Dbltter g)ld and heavy snow
took as large a toll in Allled Casualtles as did German bullets
gnd shells. The oill on the rifles would freeze rendering the
weapon useless until it could be thawed out. The men's faces
beoame chapped, thelr fest and hands would freegze but'thsy con-
tinued to flght day and night against a stubborn, sometimea
fansatical enemy. &n attempt was made to camoullage the riflemen
with snow capes, but this didn't prove very effactivo due to the
faot Ehat the material, from which they were made, when they
beocame wet and frozen, would crackle and pop as the men walked,
also would rustle against the trees.whan moving thfough the
forest, at night this sound could be heard for some distance.
Of ten times ammunition, rations and other suppllies had to bhe
hend carriesd great_distanceu due to drifted anow which pravahted
movement of vehlcles. Throughout this campalgn the temperature
averaged near zero dagrées, wlth occaslonal snow storms. To aur-
vive called for great stamina and grit and e generous amount of
good luck., To those that did survive, the memory of the ARDENNE3
Campaign_wili be everlasting.
6. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

Supplies in this operation provad to be no particular problem
except on occasions, when the drifting snow would bloek the'roada,
but the englneers cleared these in short order. Evacuation was
a different atory. Here we flnd two companles approximately 2,000
yards forward of the ald atation wlth no medloal suppoft other
than the Company Ald Men. The aupplies these men could sarry were
not sufficlent to meet the demand. At one time there was approxi-

wmately seventy-five casueltiee on hand with no way to evacuate them,
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This sltuatlion could have been remedied to & great extent had
litter bearers been attached or if the infantry battallon had
armoied-ambulancea attached. It was this type eambulance that
fiﬁally d4id the eﬁacuating, alfhough the casualties had to walt

saveral hours before this could be accomplished.

6. LEADERSHIP AND MORALE

It is well to note that the_morale of A Company was con-
sideréd.as fair. The main reason for thie was the ment's fear
of being wounded and having to 1lle in the extreme cold and snow,
for no telling how long before they could be evacuated. This
was the greateat worry the men had., The majorlity of these men
had been fighting aince éarly December through the HURTGEN forest
on to the RUHR RIVER thence to ﬁhe ARDENNES. These men were,
indeed, battle weary and had the feeling that one can't live
forever, These were grave problems as far as the Company
Commander was concgrned, exactly how to cope with them; he was
at & loss. One blg thing that did help, was the appearance of
thelr Commanding General on the morning of 1l January.

Leadership throughout this operation by the Platoon Leaders
and Non-Commissioned Officers is felt to be superiocr. Through
all phases of the two attacks these leaders were constantly on
the Elert, chacking the men, making sure their units ware intacet,
out front leading, in rear driving when necessary. Without this
laaderahip it 1s doubtful 1f the ocompany would have reached their
objective. This 1a the type of leadership thﬁt wins battles.

7. OBJECTIVE
Thé'tbﬁn of LANGLIR proved to be too strongly held for one

Company to capture 1mﬁédiately, although two companies were in tha
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attack there was only one that de'anyffighting. Company A was
in the wrong sectlon, but was very fortunate to even locate the
objeotlve. Had Company C particlpated in the attack 1t 19 felt
the town could have been cleared prlor to daylight snd the
escape route for the enemy would have been cut much earller,

Although the battalion was successful in the mlsslion, had
the compenles been able to reach the town at 2200 hours wilth
supporting tanka or tank destroyeras, the town could have been
taken and road blocks set up with sufficlent strength to have
been effectlive against the enemy armor within the town, aaz 1t
wés the 1nféntry did not have the weapons with which to combat
tanks. As a result all enemy armor 1n the near vieclnlty along
wlth an unknown number of foot troops were able to wlthdraw.
There 1s no doubt these were the same tanks that knocked out
the four frlendly tanks the followlng day, also the ones that
were filring direct fire Into the bulldings occupled by members
of hoth A and C Companies,
8. ATTACHED ARMOR

Had the Platoon Leader of the attached Tank Platoon carried
out lnstructlons that were given to him ths four tanks would not
have besen lost nor would A Company have lost the one man killed
and four wounded, The only excuse the Platoon Leader coﬁld glve
for hls actlion was fhat hehfhought that 1t was time for him to
come into town and help consolldate defenasive posltions.

| | LESSONS
l. Without a thorough reconnalssance prior to a night

attack that 1t 1s imposslble to work out a sound attack plan,
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2. Commandors mnst issuo ordars in ampla time for

g mem T

.aubordinata leaders to have time to work out e workabls plan,
3. The SCR 556 and 500 are good radlog but under extreme
weather conditions thoir range 1is graatly ahortenad.

4. In snow and oold ordinary winter clothing that wag

' isaued to troops at this time, was not adegquate to keep thc

men warm and dry.
5. In e¢old and BNOW woundod should be evacuatod

_immodiataly, sinoe exposura in thils woathar adds groatly to

“shock that follows a serious wound.
That ermored embulances definitely have a place in the

Infantrye.

TRETE

6. Ina night attack under extreme weather conditions

1eadership must be at its best.

Visits from higher commanders are definitely 8 booater

to morale.

e, S

7. In assigning unlts cbjectlives 539“5§%EHPP°Pt1n8

R

weapons ahould be used in order that those unita may accomplish
thcir mission.

8. That all unit 1oadora must cocperato and coordinate

in order to make a auccassful fighting team.
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