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THE OPERATION g8 THE 3RD PLATOON, COMPANY 2%, 157TH IN-
FANTRY, (45TH WAFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE B TLE AT ANZIO
DURING THE PUSH TO ROME, 22-24 MAY 1944. '
(ANZIO CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Platoon Sergeant)

INTRODUC TI ON

This monograph wlll cover the opera?ion of the 3rd Pla-
toon of Company L, 157th Infantry, 45th Infantry'Divisioﬁ,
during the Alliled break through at the Anzlo beachheed 22-.24
May 1944.

This operation must be presented against the background
of the operation of the VI Corp during the Anzlo Gampaign.
The over-sll Allied strategy was to land the U. 8. VI Corp
at Anzio and cut the German lines of communication to the 5th
Army front, by capturing the mountaln range, EANE] Laziéli,
and cutting higﬁﬁayé ¥o 6 and 7 leading south from Rome. (1)

At 0200 hours, 22 Jsnuary 1944, the assault elements of
 the U, S, VI Sorp landed on the beaches in the vicinity of
Anzio and Nettuno, slmost unopposed. The landing was & &am-
plete surprise to the German High Command. Consequently,
the German forces in this ares were caught off bdiance momen-
tarily, but due to the disposition of the German XIV Corp,
they were éble'to move Lroops 1n.=ufficient strength to the
beachhesad area to contsin the initial lsnding force to en
srea only 8 miles deep. By 30 January the Germans had an
estimated 71,500 troops opposing the beachhead forces. (Bee
Map A) (2)

The 45th Infantry Division and the 1lst Armored Division

(1) a-3; a-l, p. 193, 195, 196; (2) 4&-1, p. 62; 4&-5,
D» 26.



minus Combat and B, reached the beacairad by 30 January,
bulldlng up the strength of VI Corp to 61,332. (3)

On 30 Jenuary, VI Corp troops launched an attack which
met with 1imited success; gains could be memsured in bun-
dreds of yards. 8mall scale attacks were made by VI Corp
on fhe lst, 2nd, and 3rd of February. By 3rd February the
VI Borp was put on the defensive with lines as shown., (8ee
Map B) (4)

During the month of February the Germans launched an
all out offensive with the mission of reducing the beachhead.
By 4th March, 1t was evident to the German High Command in
Italy, that their attacks hed falled to accompiish the
primary mission; the annihilatlon of the Allied beschhead
fdrces. Although, the beachhead could not be reduced with
the German forces in Italy, it was felt that the Allied forces
could be contained within the beachhead area with limited
forces; releasing some troops to be employed against the
Southern front. The German Commander in—eemmeand of the
troéps in thils area was ordered to organize and defend the
iine_establishsd dnring the counterattacks asgainst the beach-
head, On 4th March, we find both forces on the defense with
lines as shown, (See Map B) During the months of March,
Aprll, and Mgy, front line activity was limited to =mall
skirmishes end artillery duels. (5)

In additlon to holding the beachhead line, VI Corp
was committed to tralning, bullding up stock plles of am-

(5) A-5, pc 1040



manition, and.ther supplies. During thj.time unlts were
rotated in the line, sllowing each divislon some time in the
rear area for rest and recuperation. Even though there was
very little front line activity, plans were belng drawn up
to launch an all out offensive from the beachhead, to be
coordinsted with a push from the Southern front., The VI
Gorp drew up three plans of attack, and on 5th May the plan

e e 2.
to be used was esdopted. (6)

THE GENERAL FPLAN

The VI Corp misslion was essentlally the same as 1t was
in January; to cut the German lines of communication to the
Southern front. The over all planj calfJfor a break through
on the Césterna front, another break through on the Velletri
front to capture Mount 0%111 Laziﬁli, and continue on to
Valmontone cutting Hlghway No 6, while the left flank of the
beachhead 1line would malce fgint attacks to prevent the Ger-
mans detecting where the main effort would be made. The
45th Infantry Division was to be the left flank'elament of
the main effort. The division was to attack through the
Carano sector along the &gsterna, Campoleone railroad as far
as Cempoleone statlion. (7)

Reorsanization and the relocating of unlits copmenced in
the early part of May; this was accomplished so that unlts
would be famllier with the terrain over which they would at-
tack, The 45th Infentry Pivision was already located in the

Carano sector where it had relieved the 3rd Infantry Divisien

(6) A-5, p. 108, 117; (7) A-5, p. 117, Msp 21.



on 1st May, (See Map B)

The 157th Infantry Regiment occupled the right portion
of the Division front and 1f the operatlon proceeded as
planned, the 157th Infantry would attack on the right flank
of the divislion., On 20th May, the Regimentsel Commander dils-
cussed forth-comlng attack plans with unit cormanders. (See
Map B) (9)

BATTALION SITUATION

The 157th Infantry Regiment held a front of spproximate-
ly 3000 yards, with two Battellons on line and one Battalilon
in reserve. The 1lst and 2nd Battalion occupying the front
line, wiﬁh the 3rd Battalion 1in reserve. (n 20th May, the
3rd Battalion moved into the front line where 1t relleved
the 2nd Bettalion. (10)

On 21st Mey, the 3rd Battsllon was disposzed with I and
K Companies along the front line with Company L 1ln reserve,
and Company M in support of the front line Companies. Com- -
pany L was ordered to plan patrols to the front of the Bat-
tallon for the purpose of locating Germaen mine flelds, out-
postﬂ and their main line of resistance. (See Map €) (11)

On the afternoon of 21st May I was instructed to report
to Capt. Aﬁstin, then Compeny Commsnder of Company L. Upon
arriving at the Company Command Post, he informed me that I
would take a patrol out at 2000 hours that night. He also,
instructed me to report to Captain Huggins, the Battalion
S-3 for further instructions since this patrol was ordered

(8) A-7, p. 85; (9) Personeal knowledge; (10) A-8, 20
May 44; (l11) Personal knowledge.



by Battalion. .pon arriving at the Batta.n Cormand Post

\ I received information ggined by previous patrols and my
M&P miséion. This patrol was considered of utmost 1mpbrtanee
/

mJ }‘ 1f current attack plans were to be carrled cut, the patrol
r{khﬁq would gain the latest information that final plens could

QY be based upon. It was to patrol the entirse Battalion front,
d{;3‘ as far forward as possible without becoming engaged 1n a

P
Fﬁ fire fight,.

Upon returning to the company, I reported te Captain
Austin by phone from the platoon area; then began orgﬁniz-
ing the patrol. I had been instructed to plck the best men
in the platoon for this mission, but realising the close
cooperation that was necessary for this type mission, I
selected men from one squad. After dark I instructed the A7

L T

patrol as to the mission and my plans for accomplishing 1t.

At 2000 hours the patrol moved through Company K; as the
patrol moved to the vicinity of the cemetery in front of
Company K, German soldlers were observed digging around the
cemstery. The patrol then moved to the right toward the
Carano stream to a position approximately 500 yards in front
of Company I, where a German patrol was encountered; after
a small skirmish both patrols withdrew, (See Map C) Upon
arriving back in the Battalion area I reported to the Battallion
by phone the information I had obtalned. (12)

On the afternoon of 21 May the plan of attack was made
¥nown to all units, although, the time and date was not

{(12) Personal knowledge.



given. Unit‘ere also Instructed to mi.:ize their
activity especlally the front line compsniea, Due to the
nature of the terraln, vehicles could not be brought for-
ward of the reserve company ares; suppllies were carried
forward by carrylng perties to the front line companies.
Most of the Battalion area could be covered by German long

range machine gun fire. (13)

THE PLAN OF ATTACK

on 22nd Mey the Division Commander instructed the Regl-
mental Commander that current plans would be carried out.
Upon receipt of this informsetion the Regimental Commander
issued the Regimental attack order. (14)

The Battalion Oommander immediately 1ssued the Battallon
attack order which was little more than to order current
plens to be carried out. The Battalion plan of attack was,
Compaeny I and L forward with Compeny K in reserve to remain
in 1ts present position, Company M to support the attack with
one platoon off machine guns attached to Company I; one pla-
toon of ﬁﬁchine guns to support the attack with long range
fire from positions on the high ground in the right sector
of the Battalion; mortars to remain in genersl support; the
645th TPank Destroyer Battalion and 191st Tank Battalion to
furnish anti-tank support; artillery support to be furnished
by the 158th Field Artillery Battallon.

At 1500 hours, 22nd May, Ceptain Austin called all Pla-

(13) A-6, p. B8l; Personal knowledge; (14) A-8, 22 May
44,



toon Leaders ...d Platoon Sergesnts to Con_ .ny Headquarteré
where he 1ssned the Company attack order. Even though, most
everyone knew the general plan, the actual detall plan and
time of attack had.been kept secret to prevent any possibil-
1ty of the enemy getting information that would materiaelly
effect the outcome of the opepation. Captain Anstin issued
the following order in detail.

The company will attack at 0630 tomorrow, 23rd May. The
Baftalion% plen is to attack from 1ts present positions, north
on a 2000 yard front to the Cisterna Campoleone rallroad,
then northﬁeat.along the railroad to Csmpoleone station. The
Battalion objectlve 1s the high ground north and south of the
rallroad bed, spproximately 3000 yards north of the cemetery.
Gompany I will attack on the right; Company L on the left;
the lat Battallon wlll be on the left of Company L.

The Germans are well dug 1n along our frsnt with thelr
maln line of resistance along the high ground south of the
railroed, extendlng left along the high ground; wilth outpost
generally along the cemetery line. (See Map C) Most of the
front can be covered by machine gun fire from thelr positlons
along the high ground. They have lald mine flelds throughout
the area between our present position and the cemetery.

Company L will attﬁck through the bemetory sector with
the right boundary 400 yards east of the cemetery; the left
boundary 500 yards west of the cemetery. The Company ob-
jective is hillls 84, 87, and extending west along the rall-
road across the small stream. (See Map C)

Company formation will be two platoons forward, lst Plg-



toon on the r._at and 3rd Platoon on the ft,lwith boundary
between platoons along the west side of the cemetery. The
end Platoon will follow the lst Platoon approximately 300
yards. The light machine gun section will be attached to

the 3rd Platoon; the Mortarg Section willl support the attack
from positions in the Carsno Oresk bed‘initially. The com- |
mand group wlll follow the lst Platoon.

The Artillery will fire a 35 minute preparation commenc-
ing at 0545. @ommencing at 0630 Artillery will fire a rolling
barrage in front of assault elements and 1lifting one grid
1line every 5 minutes; fires may be lifted by calling Bat-
talion. Anti-tank support will be sent forward as soon as
roads have been cleared of mines. Ammunition will be brought
forward as sooh as the objective has been taken,

Sommnication will be maintained by SCR 536 radio wilthin
the Campany, and by SCR 300 radio %o Battallon. Runners may
be used, but to a limited degree until mines have been clear-
ed from tralls. Green star parachute flares mey be used for
signals to 1lift artillery fires,

The Battelion ald station will be located in the Carano
Creek bed approximately 500 yards north of Garapo.'

The Company will close in on the line of departure
which i1s along the Carano Oreek before 0530, At 1600 Capt.
Mnstin completed the issuence of the attack order. (15)

{See Map C)
{(156) Personal knowledge.
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PLATOON PLAN OF ATTACK

Approximately 1630 Lt. Nation, Platoon Leader of 3rd
Platoon issued the Platoon attack order, which was essential-
1y the same as the Gompany order. The machine gun section
leader was present along with all squad leaders to recelve
the order. 3gquad lesders in turn carried out the instruc-
tions put out by Lt, Nation,

The formation adopted for the attack was two squeads
forward and one squad to the rear. The lst squad on the
right, '2nd squad on the left, with the 3rd squad following
the énd squad to protect therleft flank, The machine gun
section to follow the lst squad, Lt. Nation would go with
the first squad end I would move at the head of the 3rd
squad. Squads to be deployed in open squad colum with 8 to
10 yards between men, \

By 2000 hours every man 1n-the platoon had been checked
for equipment and ammunition, Men were instructed te get as
much rest as possible, but due to the movement throughout
the area and the thought of H hour kept most of the men awske.

At 0300 hours 23 May the company was alerted and order-
ed to move into posltions along the Gﬁrano stream bed; by
0445 the Company waes 1n position.

During the E:ﬁ?f%inat followed men were gulet, they were
checking their wespons, their ammmnition, adjusting pecks,
and praying. |

Men looked out to ths front and saw the famillar sight,
flat pleins with 1little or no concealment and hoped that our

own artillery would mske large holes. They knew that shell

T



holes would . the only cover untll they eached the objec-
tive. The troops morel was very high. They knew thls was

their first real chance to leave the -Anzio Beachhead. (16)

THE ATTACK OUT OF THE ANZIO BEACHHEAD

At 0545 the preplanned artillery preparation began; it
continued until 0620. At 0830 the Platoon crossed the llne
of departure in the midst of g light rain which obscured
visibility, Formations were closed up to 5 to 7 yards be-
tween men. Radios were opened and contact was made with the
company commander.,

The Platoon moved forward spproximately 300 yards where
barbwire was encountered; a gap was cut and the platoon con-
tinued the advance. By 0700 the Platoon had advanced to
positions approximately 300 yards west of the cemetery, where
it was recelving fire from our own artillery. Lt. Natlion
celled Gapfain Austin and asked that fires be 1lifted; he was
told that Battallon was lifting the flres.

At approximatelj 0715 the Platoon lost contact with Com-
pany B on the left; a patrol was sent to regain contact. By
0730 the Platoon had advanced to a positlon 300 yards north-
woat of the cemetery, where the two forward squads came
under mechine gun fire from 3 Germsn machine guns approxi-
mately 75 yards to the front., (See Map D) By thils time
the rain had cessed and the smoke from the artlillery filre
was 1ifting. This‘aliowed the Germaens to place observed

fire on our troops,

{16) Personal kmowledge.



An attem, was made to contact Capta Austin by radio
to ask for artillery or mortar fire. This could not be done
since the radio had been damsged when the machlne guns
opened fire on the Platoon, A further attempt was made to
got artillery fires when a messenger was sent back. The
messenger was wounded by machine gun fire as he attempted to
leave the Platoon position.

The machine gun section was caught in the firea of the
three machine guns and could not move. The 3rd Squad had
not yet come under the direct fires of the machine guns, but
'as‘receiving ricochsts. I could not reach Lt, Nation alnce
he was caught in the fires of the machine guns., Thinking I
would be able to flank the German gun position by using the
cover afforded by a small dralnage ditch approximately 50
yards to the left, I moved the 3rd Squad to the left. As the
Squad reached a poslition on line with the lst and 2nd Squads
a German machine gun in lst Battallion sector opened fire.
(See Map D) The Squad was canght in the crosa fire and
two men were wounded. Although the squad had falled to
reach the ditch, I had managed to get within 10 feet of 1t;
by crawling, I managed to get in the ditch and was now in-
side of the machine gun fires. I kept crawling and was able
to reach a position withig 20 feet of the right machlne gunj;
with the use of a hand grenade it was eliminated, By doing
thias the center gun crew was exposed from the flank; by
the use of a submachine gun, this gun was eliminated. By

thlas time, the squads could see my position and moved forward.
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The crew of . 3 left gun surrendered. £ er moping up the
ares the advance was continued and‘a-mssaenger was sent to
contact Captain Austin and inform him that the Platoon radio
Wagvgggc By this time, the lst Platoon had overcume_the
difficulty it had encountered in taking the cemetery and
was moving forward., (17)

The PFlatoon continued the asdvance, but was slowed down
due to the slow advance of the 1lst Platoon. ihe messenger
reporting back to Lt. Nation reported that the lst Platoon
had hit an anti-personsl mine field and the compeny execu-
tive officer, platoon leader, end platoon Sergeant of the
1st Plétoon had been wounded.

By 0850 the Platoon was within 800 yards of the ob-
Jective, and it was receiving artillery fire from our own
artillery. Lt. Nation told me to contact the Company Com-~
mander and have the fires 1lifted. On my way back to contact
him, I met Captain Mitchell, the Battalion Executive Of-
ficer; I asked him to have the flres lifted. He instructed
the artillery lislson officer who was with him to have the
fires lifted to the rallroad. By the time I reached the
Platoon we were able to continue our advance.

By 0930 the platoon had reached the objective, and
after small skirmishes with German riflemen, the plétoon
secured 1its objective; seversl priscners were captured
while moping up, and by 0935 moping up was complete. (8ee

Map P)

(17) Personal knowledge; A-9.
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The Germans had an elaborate network of trenches and
gun positions throughout the area, but due to the tactical
surprise we had attained, and the close artillery support
most of thelr positions were unoccupiesd.

By 1015 the platoon had orgsnized the objective, local
security was sent out to the railroad, and along the amall

"stream line,

The Platoon was ordered to dig in, but be prepared to
move on orders. By 1130 hours the platoon was well dug 1n
along the defense line the Germars had occupled, only they
were facing in a different direction., The lst Platoon had
moved up on the right, and the company observation post was
establishéd.between the lst and 3rd Platoon, approximately
100 yards to the rear, Contact with the 1lst Battalion on
our left had been lost since 0715. A patrol was sent out
to make contact and inform them of our location.

At 1300 hours, four tanks from the 191st Tank Battalion
arrived in the compeny area to furnish aenti-tank support.
After looking the situation over, the tank commander decided
to move his tenks forward on the 3rd Platoon position.
Captain Austin sgreed to move the left flank of the Company
forward to provide securlty for the tanks,

At 1400 the 3rd Plastoon moved forward to positions ap;
proximately 200 yards south of the Rallrosad, along a smsall
stream =nd began digging in. The ground was hard and digging
was difficult. (8ee Map D) (18)

(18) Personal knowledge.

15



GERMAN COUNTER ATTACK

At approximately 1415 hours information was sent down
by Company messenger that Germen tanks were moving toward
our poaltions. Men worked hard trying to dig in, in order
to be prepared for the counter attack; most of the platoon
was deployed acrosa the open terrain. Artillery fires were
caelled for andwg'fired 11} front of our positions. At ap-
proximately 1500 hours, 3 German Mark VI tanks haed opened'
fire on the tsnks in our positionsa, from positions north of
the raillroad; direct hits were mede on two of the tanks,
while the other two withdrew. The German tanks moved down
the rallroad bed and underneath the tresa&l into the area
of Company L. Three of the tanks came through the left por-
tlon of the lst Platoon while two moved slong the railroad
bed splitting Company I end L, The three tanks that overran
| the left hslf of the lst Platoon changed directlon and moved
toward the 3rd Platcon positiona. The lst and 2nd Platoon
withdrew across the open flelds to smsll ditches and tribu-
taries of the Carenoc stream., (See Map E) (19) |

Men could not stay out in the open with only shallow
slit trenches, so Lt. Natlon ordered the platoon to withdraw
to the hill where we had completed positions, leaving my~
self and one sgquad to try and hold the positiong'ﬁntil the
other two squads could meke the withdrawal. As the tanks ap-
proached our positions, German Infantry were observed advanc-

ing along the stream near the rallroad tresshkl. I ordered
(1g) A-8, 23 Moy 44; Personal knowledge.
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the rocket launcher team to give me the rocket launcher so
they could move to positlons where they could fire their
rifles at the advancing infantry., Whlle Staff Sergeant
Armstrong, the Platoon gulde took command of the squad and
fired on the advencing Infantry, I moved to a position where
I could fire on one of the tanks. With the second round I
got a hit on the resr portion of the track of the leading
tenk, The track broke and rendered the tank disabled to
move. DBy firing at the tank, I was able to keep 1t buttoned
up. The remaininé two tanks gdvenced toward the platoon
positions on the high ground, whille the tank that had been
hilt caught dn fire. I ordered Sergeant Armstrong to move the
squad back to the positions where the platoon was, by moving
up the smell ditch, I further instructed him that I would
bring up the rear of the squaed. By the time the squad had
reached the posltlions where the platoon was to pull back to,
the two tanks had moved to the left to fire on Americen tenks
that were withdrawing along the Cerano stream bed. We found
the positions unoccupied. Lt. Natlon and the two squads had
withdrawn further to the rear. They had left two men whp
were wounded earlier in the afternoon. One of the wounded
men was a member of the supporting tank crew. The other man
was Cpl. Gimberling, one of the assistant squad leaders of
the 3rd Platoon.

With the squad and the Rocket Launcher team wé organiz-
ed the position and managed to stop the advancing German In-
fantry. At approximately 1545 we began to receive frliendly
artillery on our pesition. Reallizing that this artillery

17



was being directed asgsinst the counter attack, at 1615 I
ordered the squad to move to the vicinity of the cemetery
out of our own artilléry fire, As we moved out we carried
the wounded with us. Upon arriving back in the vicinity of
the cemetery we contacted element of the lst Battallon. The
wounded were left with an aid men from the 1lst Battellon,
since neither of the men could walk. I took the squad to a
position along the Carano stream where the lst and 2nd Pla=-
toons had withdrawn to end rejoined the Company. (See.Maﬁ
E)

By 19001hours the company moved back to position where
1t had been overrun by the counter attack. (See Mep D)

During the night the company was resupplied with em-
munition snd water. Platoons were ordered to dig in and
be prepared to continue the attack on the 24th. A small
force was sent forward for locsl security while the platoon
got as mmch rest as possible, Men were exhausted from the
days operation and needed the rest. The living in foXholes
and eating C Rations left them in poor physical condition.

At 0600, 24 May, Lt. Natlon was instructed that the
platoon would remain in position until the unit on the right
of the Battalion moved up. Activity was minlmized during
the day; occaslonally the Germans would drop a shell in the
Platoon areas. |

) At 1700 hours, instructions were sent out to all pla-

toons that they would remain in positions throughout the

night, (20)
(20) Personal knowledge.
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ANALYSIS ANWD CRITICISM

After a thorough atudy of the operation, it is ﬁw
opinion that the operation was a complete success. In
analyzing all phaseﬁ of this operation, I find the biggest
difficulty erncountered was communication, The lack of co=-
ordination with supporting units certainly impeded the
operation,

} Even though the opsratlion was a success there were cer-
tain tactical principles violated aslong all echelons of com-
mand, '

Unless I severly criticize certaln decisions of higher
commanders the frue facts cannot be brought out. I shall
begin with the Battslion, inasmuch as the Battalion Com-
mender is responsible for the coordination within hls Bat-
talion and with adjacent units. Although each unit com-
mander reaslized the lmportance of close coordination, there
was very little emphasis on this one phase of planning. From
the Battalion Commsander down to the Platoon Leader, there
were no efforts made to coordinate with the lst Battalion.
The Company was on the line of departure when the 3rd Platoon
received information as to what company was on our left, Con-
sequently, the first contact made with Company B was when we
croased the line of deperture, This vioclatlon dld not
materially effect the outcome of the operstion, but 1t did
leave the left flank of the 3rd Platoon, Company L end the
3rd Battallion exposed.

The supporting fires were effective throughout the

operation, although in many instances fires were not 1ifted



In sufficlent time csausing troops to remain out in the open
subjected to enemy artillery and smell arms fire., Adequate
méans of 1lifting artillery fire should be provided when a
rolling barrage 1s used. ﬂ”fg;{

Declsions 1n the employment of anti-tank support can be
eriticized justly; also, the decislon to move troops from
a well prepared posltion for the purpose of protecting
~ tenks., It is my oplnion that the employment of tanks ln this
opefation violated the principle of security. Tanks could
have remalned on the reverse slope in hull defilade 50 yards
in rear of the lst Platoon and accomplished thelr mlssion,
There waa an unsound decision mede when the 3rd Platoon was
moved forward when a counter attack was probable. One squed
or even a smaller force could have provided the necessary
securlty for the tanks.

The mistake that 1a too often overlooked ls prevelent
in this operation; that is the failure of unit commanders to
see that a1l men dig in once they have taken the objJective.
The fallure of one squaa to dig in can cause a company to
lose control of an entire platoon. Thls was brought out
when a few men in the 1lst Platoon left thelr positlon in
the fﬁceof s tank attack causing the entlre platoon to
withdraw,

‘A leader should always inform his subordinates when he
cheanges plans even though the sltuation is difficult., Leave
ing wounded on a position when they can be evacuated is =
serlious mlstake,

A Oommander should always check with the subordinates
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before firing into an area of penetration. Often times

small elements wlll break through when the maln fo;ca has besn
stopped., A commander should never concede the loss of a
position until he 1s sure he has lost 1t,

In summary; an operatlon of any slze must have adequate
communication if 1t 1s to succeed, Throughout the entire
operation it was clearly brought out that the small unit
leeders when well treilned, c¢an overcome cértain difficul-
ties causaed by mistakes in his superiors planning,

The results of the operation of the 3rd Platoon cost
the Germansa 21 prisoners ceptured snd a number that would
exceod that killed, one tank and three machine guns destroy-
ed, with loss to the 3rd Platoonj\one killled and seven
wounded ,

The au;ceas of the operation can be attributed to the
aggressiveness of all members of the Platoon, along with the

L
quick snd sound decisions made by 1ts leaders.
LESSONS

Some of the lessons brought out during this operatlon

l. Coordination between unlts of all echelons of
command is essential.

2. Communication between the upits furnishing support-
ing fires and the assauit platoona is necessary if meximum
effect of supporting fires 1s to be obtalned.

- 3. Changing the location of an entire unit on the

objective once it is dug in and when & counterattack 1s

probable i3 a grave mistake,



4, A front line should never be moved forward of a
prepared pbﬂigféﬁ for the sole purpose of providing security
for tanks,. i

.5. The obJectlve should be organized as soon as 1t is

talken and troops should dig in even though the sdvance 1s

v tmair

to be continued. h&#*/

6+ A unit commander should alweys confirm reports,
and never ﬁﬁke the mistake of firing asrtillery on his own
troop Be

7« A commander should never concedse the loss of ground
until he is sura'he has lost 1it.

8, Troops should be given some type of physicsal exercise
when they are engaged in front line defense for long ﬁeriods
of time, th’\ Q‘}U“\U (r‘d* _

9. Hlgh moral=among troops 1s,in itself a gr?aphzgggonf

10, Aggressalveness on the 5::; of leaders in combat

is of utmosfui_ﬁiﬁﬁrtancé and in most cases the aggressive

losderas aere successful,
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