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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 356TH INFANTRY,
(0OTH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT FORT KOENIGSMACHER,
(Personal expsrience of a Heavy Weapons
Company Exeoutive Officer)
INTRODUCTION

This monograph ocovers the operations of the lat Battelion,
358th Infentry, 90th U, 3, Division in the aéaault and oapture
6f Fort Koenigemacher, one of the fortes of the outer defensag
of Metz, north.of Thionville, Franoe. The battalion waa ocom=
mandad-by Lieutenant Colonel C. 4, Lytle,
| As & matter of introduction I would like to go baok to
Utah Beaqh on the Chearbourg peninsula. It was at 10 o'oloock
in the morning on D-Day that the firet elements of the 90th U,S.
Divislon placed. their feet on Frenoh soil. It was heTe that
tha éplo of the 20th will begin‘tb unravel ltself, until we
reach the astion covered by this monograph, (1)

The path ran as follows: (Mep 4) FORET DE MONT CASTRE,PER-
IERS eand then the breakout of the Ohearbourg peninsula. The
sotion following was the mad desh across Franoce, passing through
AVRANGHES,- MAYENNE, LE MANS end then north to 'ALENCON and OHAM~-
B BOIS to the part 1n the Falalse pooket eplsode, After this
oomparativé brief diverslon, the division then resumed i1ts desh
. aocross Franoce, in oonjunotion_with Patton's Armor, as a part of
the XX Corps {2) |

~ This peth followed the course of CHARTES, FONTAINBLEAU,
REIMS and.then THIONVILLE, (Map A) The Germans at this point,in
the $0th Division sector were forced eocross the Moselle. It
was at thls point, generally aloﬁg the west bank of the Moselle,
tﬁat'the 90th Division wag ordered to halt and assume the atfi-
1_tude of aggresaive defense. The date was 12 Septemhér 1044,
{1) E;_p.5; (2) Personal knowledge. |
.
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This oconditlion was oaused to exist beoause of the extended sup-
ply lines oreated by General Patton's Third Army pursult aoroas.
Franoce.(3) Another feaéon for the halt was the faotor of Forti-
rees Metz to the south of Thionville in the S5th Infantry Divis-
ion seotor.(4) |

After this thruat aorosa Franoe, the Germans in the Third
U.S. Arﬁy geotor, had moved baok to a strong defensive poslition
whiloh extended from Luxembourg, in the north, to the foothills:
of the Vosges mountains, in the south, The strongly fortified
oity of Metz was 1n the oenter of this defensive worke, Metz
had a strong ring of 43 intersommunicating forts for its de-
fense, as well as ths high hills that oradled the Moselle.(5)

The Germana had reabhed 8 line at whioh they ohohe to
_right. -The afronghold of Metz wae to be held at all oost. The
jxx Gorps' Miassion, however, was to reduoa tha Matz fortificat-
‘ions and ocapture the olty. Something wau going 40 have to give (6)

The assault of the fortifioationas and the olty oould ‘not
begin inmediately due to the orlitical situation.existing with
suppliea. xx Corpa had dangerously stretohed 1ts supply lines
rrom the time of the braakout‘;f NBEméﬁé}eiggthia time,{7)

Ae auppliea were bullding up an effort wae made to reduoce
?ort.@!&anﬁ and Fort Verdun and strike Metz from the south.
This was begun on 7 Séptember. "The attempt on Fort Driant and
Fort Verdun failed; however, a bridgehead in the vioinity of
_Qgggg§ waa held to keep thelr attention, while another orossing
was made et Arnavlille, 4,000 ysrds to the south, Thls oper=~
f'atioﬁ'was succeasful and the 5th Division and the 7th Armored
(3) 4, p.3; (4) 4, p.1; (5) O, p.93; (6) B, p.18; (7) 4, p.l.

g
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Division had succeeded in reaching a point on the Seille River,
and out-flanked several of the Metz posltions,(8) (Map B)

By 10 October the American Third Army front formed an
obtuse anglé, the sldes extending along the Moselle, north to
the Luxemhourg border and eouth'to Chateay §g;;gg ﬁith Metz
ocoupying the apex,(9) (Map B) |

THE FORTIFIED REGION OF METZ

As o0an now be seen, the big job in front of XX Oorps was
“the réduotion of Metz and its outlying forts. This would have
%0 be done before XX Oorps ocould acocomplish eny further missions
to the east and to the Saar River, | |

A brief word as to the strength of the fortified area is as
| follows; It oconsisted of an inner ring of forts, of whioch fhere
are 16 1# number, Thease were begﬁn back in the 18th Century and
oompleted in 1866 under Napoleon III, They, however, had been
reoonditibnad, reinforoed and equipped for modern warfare. The
_outer ring of forts, 28 in number, were looated out about 8 miles
from the oity of Metz, 1n’a11 directions, in whiﬁh Metz was the
hub, {(10) In conjunotion with this group of forts, of tpe Metz
group, was a series of forts of the'ggggngjiligp further to the
north, Thes® included Fort Koenigsmacher end Dillange, Theese
seemed to tie 1n.perfeotly with the over all plan\for_the defense
of Metz,(1l)

' THE PLAN OF THE THIRD ARMY
€.

The sole mission of the Third Army in the XX Qorpe aseotor was,
not that of taking the oity of Metz alons, but in conjunotion with
the overeali effort of expelling the Germans from Frepch soil end
hurling them bask to the Rhine.(ia)

(8) 4,p.43 (9) O,p.93; (10) 4,p.6; (11) 4,p9; (1) Cyp.84,
_ e



"' : !"
The best plan was to execute & pinoer movement from the
north and south, to olose somewhere in the rear of the oity,
The right, or south wing was 1in very favorable positions to
exeoute their portion of the plam, They ocoupled a dominant
position with fine obsarvation. The left, or north, wing had
gqulte a different situation feolng 1t: It would have to foroe
a orosesing of an obatacle, the Moselle, establish a bridgehead
- and expand 1% beforé the neocessary aupport_equipmsnt could be
orbssedilla} This beling the situatioﬁ, there would, of neocessity,
‘have to be a different time sohedule set for eaoh wing of the |
pincer; The south wing would move out initially on & broed front
while the'north wing made local aotions, whioh would be exploited,
Thé'south would then hold up while the north wing would 1n1t1ate.
an aggreasive offensive, (14}
| 'I'HE.‘ XX CORPS PLAN
The XX Corps plaen for the ocarrying out of its portion of the
Third Army plan is well plotured in Pileld Order #1l2, Hq XX Corps, -
APO 540, U.8: ATy~ portiona of whioh "I quote™
.} 0 12 (Map B) |
e, xx Corps atke on D-Day, to enocirole and deatrpy the gar-
riaon_or METZ fortified area, eand to seize brhd over the
Sear R: vio SAARBURG. To recomnoiter in force and seize
orossings over the Saar R, intact. Prepare to resume atk
to the NE,
D~Day: to Dbse gnnounoed
Pormation, bdries and obj opns overlay
J.8, 5 Inf Div
(l)On Gorpe 0, atk to seize high ground (overlay) mak=
(13) ©,p.94; (14) C,p95.
-G
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ing main arrort‘on'rt'(S/rl) (overlay)
(2} Within_z blook all routes of withdrawal from METZ and
brevent any en reinf of fhe METZ garrison,
{3) Hstablish and maintain contact with 90 Inf Div and
XII CQorps. _ _
(4) Proteot brhd over MOSELLE R, with minimum foree, co=
ordinating with 95 Inf Div for use of one Mtz bn of that
div for br proteotion purposes, on corpa O.
b,95 Inf Div
(1) On Oorpa 0, relieve elma of 10 Armd Div oontaining en
brhd W of MOSELLE R, |
~(8) In soordination with 90 Inf Div make vigorous demonst-
ration of orossing MOSELLE R, Vie UCKANGE oommenoing at 1500
- hours on D-Day and ocontinulng for a minimum of fifteen hours,
Tra will oross the.MOSELLE R during this demonstration, |
Damnnétration will build up end not be permitted to taper
off until time of cemsation,
(S) Ih.oonjunotion with demonstration vio UCKANGE reduce en
pooket E of MAIZIERES to the MOSELLE R both efforts to be so
ooordinated as to oreate the indiocation of a major atk,
{4) Vigorously oontain en within Z. Maintain oonatant pres-
surs oﬁ en, and rapldly follow up any en withdrawel,
(5} On Corps O atk and selze the oity of METZ.
~ {(8) Be prspafed on Corps O to assist 5 Inf Div in proteotion
of brs over MOSELLE R with one Inf bn, mtz from 95 Inf Div

0,90 In? Div

(1) Under oover of darkness, nt of D/D # 1 pass through T.F.
POlk'and oross MOSELLE R in vio of KOENIGSMACHER (overley),
goordinating with 95 Inf-Div demonstration vio UCKANGE,
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(8) Seize high ground {overlay) making main effort on
left (E) flank |
(3} On Corpe O pess 10 Armd Div, 83 Inf Div (Rot), and
3 Qav Gp (Reinf), (in O listed) through brhd over MOSELLE R.
(4¢) Within Z prevent en withdrawal from METZ area, and in
oonjunotion with 10 Armé Div.prevent en reinf of METZ

garrison, .
(5) Esteblish end meintain oon with 5 Inf Div, 10 Armd Div

and 83 Inf Div,

10 Ammd Div (initially less Div Arty)

{1) upon relief in Z oonteining en brhd, by 95 Inf Div,

move to initial assembly area vio of MARS-1a~TOUR (overlay).

 D1ap1aoe to forward assembly area (to be daaignated)5 on

Corps O,
(28) On Corps O atk through 90 Inf Div brhd to seize high

ground {overlay}, msking a main effort on Left (E) fl,

(3) (a) ﬁpon pasaage through 80 Inf Div brhd, reoconnoiter
to Saar R with one C Comd, to selze intaot, orossings
over R, f{rom MERZIG to the S.

Priorities of reoonnaiesanoce:
1, MERZ1G area
2. PACHTEN-DILLENGEN arsa
, 3: BAARLAUTERN area
(b) Any bridges seized intaot will be protected and
heid at all ocostse, ‘

(4) Prdvent en reinr.or METZ garrison from the E or NE,

and in conjunotion with 80 Inf Div prevent en withdrawal

from METZ. |

(8) Reteblish and maintein oon with 90 Inf Div, 83 Inf Div

= ot
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and elme of XII Corpa.
~ (8) Proteot E f1 of Corps
‘e, 83 Inf Div |
(1)
f. XX Corps Arty
(1} (a) 8 FA Gp
Gen support Z 90 Inf Div initially reinf 10 Armd Div
when dlv orosses MOSELLE R,
(bj 40 FA Gp
Reinf 90 Inf Div
(o) 195 FA Gp
Gen support Z 20 Inf Div and 10 Armd Div
(a)
(e}
(£) 10 Armd Div Arty |
Gen support Z 90 Inf Div under Corps oontrol initially,
- revert to 10 Armd Div oontrol prior to Div oraossing
M@SELLE R,
(g) 4 TD Gp
Gen support Z 90 Inf Div
g, XX Corpse Engrs
(1) (a) 1130 Engr O, Gp direot support R orossing and
assault opns 90 Inf Div, 10 Armd Div and 83 Inf Div
h, 3 Cav Gp (T,F. Polk) | |
(1} Obntain en in Z, seouring LD €0 Inf Div
| "end Quoten{15)
(18) A, p.88. |
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. THE ENEMY SITUATION |

_ .There were four divisions opposing the XX Corps disposed
as follows: 416 Infantry Division opposite the north flank of
the potn Div%sion, held the sector from Kbenigsmnohar to the
north boundary of XX Qorps, 19th Grenadier Division opposite
the southern portion of the 90th Divieion seotor and northern
portion of the ©5th Infantry Division sector, held rrom,Koenig-’
smacher to within 5 miles of Metz, 468 V.G, Division manning
the forts in the immediate Métz area along with some 0,C.3 fan-
atics from Metz. To the south was the 17th 9.8, Panzer Gren-
adier Division, in the 5th Division sector, Other General Head~
quarters units, numbering about 2,000 men were soattered thr-
oughout the area,.(16) (Map B)

The 418th Infantry Division had'ébout 8,300 men, loth
Infantry Division had about 5,000 troops, the 468 V.G, Division,
_bfrioer-oanﬂidata ﬁersonnelland speolal troops numbered about
9,000 men and the 17th 8,8, Panzer Grenadier Division had about
6;000 men. All total they nunbered about 30,000 troops. (17)

On 1 November XIII 3,3, Corpe in the Metz defensive sector
was replaced by LXXXII {82nd)} Infantry Corps, commanded by Gen~
eralsuthant HOENNLEIN, Generaleutnant KITTEL, an expert in
fortress defense was brought from the eastern front to take oom-
mand of the 462nd V,G, Division. He did not arrive until XX
'Oorps had-already breached the defense shell,(18)

In the area of operation of the lst Battalion, 3B8th Infan=
try was the lst Battelion, 74th Infentry Regiment, 190th Infantry
Division. This rbroe was about 500 strength. This was numer=
icaliy larger iﬁ quantity than the attacking foroe. The quality
was definitely not of the same ocaliber, (19)

_(16).A,p.14; (17) A,p.l4; (18) A,p.15; (19)_A,p.56.
=10
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N THE DIVISION PLAN

The 80th Division wes to make the mein effort on the ﬁorth,
in this pincer plan to reduce Fortress Maetz. 1In acocordancs with
the XX Corpe plan the 90th Diviasion ilnitieted a series of plens
and aotions., The 95th Infentry Division quietly relieved the
9Cth Infantry Divislon from its portion of the holding area around
the Metz salient, The 80th moved with utmost secrecy to the
AUDUN=AU METZ~-MORFONTAIN-MEREYLE BAS quadrilatoral, this being
aooompliahad during dates 31 Ooﬁober- 8 November, This move
obgtenaibly_ror'training. Training was actuaelly initiated, but
the division was faced wlth the knowledge that the date of the
operation oould be the 6th of November and not later than the
8th, had soant time for the neoessaries in plenning and train-
ing. (80)

From Thionville northeast to the Germen boundary the MOSELLE'
.river flows awiftly along its winding oourse traversing a oon-
paratively broed riverlend. The river 1tsslf under normel con=
ditions has an average width of from 300 to 350 feet, with moder-
.ately abrupt to gently sloping banka. The ground adjeocent to the
river 1s predominantly marshy and during wet periods subjeot to
ahoé%ing. "This latter oondition while poainé no restriotion to
assault boat orossing, definitely limited the development of
bridege Bitéa t0 those points where olvilian bridges had praviou-
sly existed and thus telegraphed our plan for floating bridge
oonstruction to the enemy once the orossing had been initiated,
Some 2 Kms north of the river a large wooded expanse, the FORET
de CATTENOM, oontaining an adequate road net, provided an ex~-
oellent divisional assembly area, its sole disadventage lay in
the faot that its forward slope looation neocessitated the entry

(20) D,p.Lls
' =11~
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therein to the hours of darkness, Bgtween the forest and the
river the ground was smooth and dafoid of ocover and oompletely
under observetion from the high ground aoross the river, more
‘than thet 1t wes enflladed by enemy positions on the bald knob
LE STROMBERG, west of the Moselle and just outside the Corps left
boundary.(21)

Analysis of the terrain north of the river hed a definite
1nrluanba on the development of the plan ahd the exeoution of
the preliminaries thereto. ,Ir'aeoreoy was t0 be preserved the
QOth Difision would have to stagé 1ntd the FORET de CATTENOM at
night and at the latest pdssible time, Coinoldent with the fore-
going a thiokening of the ocavelry aiong the river was indlioated
to make oomplqtely effeotive the oountér-reoonnaisbance spreen
whioh previously had been uﬁahle to oompletely thwert Germen pat-
rol penetrations; -Qf even greater importence however, waes the
obvious requirement for a limitad-aftaok by other foroes to drive
the Germans from his west bank positions 1n the BASSE KONTZ-LE
ISTHOMBEHG erea prior to thé orossing; thereby protecting the as~
sault troqpu_from the flat obsefvation whioh threatened the suo=
oegs of the assault, The ooﬁpletaly open naturs of the terrain
from the south edge of the asaémbl& area to the river made man-
- datory the'utmost of allence to permlt the establishment of the
1nitial bridgehead prior to dawn.(22)

Aoross the river the anémy held terraln was most formidable.
For a depth of 1 to & Kms the ground possessed charaoteristiocs
similar to the flats adjacent to the near bank end then sloped
abruptly to the ridges running perpendiocular %o the riverline,
(21) D,p.3; (23) D,p.3.

' -12-
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Iﬁ the right of the division sector, on a hill apart, stood the

GROUPE FORTIFIE de KOENIGSMACHER & METZ type fortresa which

oommended the entire orossing area, True, it oould be by-pasased

by leading elements, but upon its speedy neutralization and

raduation'depanded the sucocess of the mensuver., This was a

task of tremsendous proportions, Squarely down ths middle of

the division zone ran a heavily wooded, rugged ridge which oon=

tained the main fortifications of the MAGINOT LINE, While

constructed primarily to resiet attaock from tﬁe east, study of

the fortifications immediately disclosed that in conformity

with universal defenee dootrine the defensive areas had bsen

designed for all around and mutuel support, and consequentlyy,

if properly manned would preasent a serioua obatacle, régardlesﬁ
{ of the direction of assault. The initial problsm wes the METRICH

iy

i GROUP, the northernmost of the strong points that oommended the

A

river 1156 ae superbly as did the KOENIGSMACHER fortifioations.

Rade Tt S

1;? Furthe: to the east the heights were even more commanding, al~

though not known %o possess man-made fortifications. St%1ll east-

& waepd, outside the division zone of action; ley the highest ground
o }‘ ‘!__‘ .

" of all, Four axial roads lay within the division zone travers-

'

o

"ing the velleys between the parallel riﬁgea and providing at first

sy

glanoe, adaquate‘oommunioationa, but study soon indicated that
thelr uwasefulness was éafiously limited by their geogrephical loo-
ation since they would be commanded for considerable distances in
rear of front lines by enemy held side slope positions. (23)

IIt wasa}aquisite that tha.aaaault not.only be initiated
under cover of darkness but also that the leading elements, dis~
regarding the known limitations on night attacks, drive forward

(23) Dupd.
| _“13-



and secure by daylight, a toshold on the foothills to deny to

'-,the enemy.QIQBe observation of the orossing area, A4 rallway

: and highuey olo ely paralleling the river provided 1n1t1al phase
lines, but beyend this point depended on the individual eoldier
and the—-eontrel-of his leader. However desirable an enciroling
ﬁeneuver might be on the right flank, the commanding position
of the GROUP FORTIFIE DE KOENIGSMACHER dictated a frontal as=
‘sault upon this stronghold, With bridging operations definit-
ely limited by terrain obatacles to the CATTENOM and GRAVISSE
bridg*sitee, 1n1tiation of bridging operations was entirely
dependent upon fhe removal of the enemy's olose observation.
And so from the start 1t was realized by all ranke that ultimate
'-euooeee lay in the hands of the 1nfantrymene ability and couragse
to attaolk prepared fortifioetiona, manned by an alert foe.{24)
The divieion plan of attaok was glmple and sound and tho=-
roughly prepared, To'develop the meximum strength at the earli-.
est praoticable moment, the assault was to be mede with two
regiments, eaoh with two battalions ebreast. Three general
oreeeing areas were poseible, astride the towh of RETTEL, GRA=~
VISSE-MALLING and CATTENOM respectfully., The RETTEL area was
dieregerded becauvse of its proximity to the-dominating ground
along the German border east of ﬁhe etfaek zone, ground to which
no troops ocould be diverted. Consequently, the left regiment.
was earmarked to oross in the GRAVISSE~MALLING area and drive
rapidly eaetland southeast to secure the high ground parallel to
the east of the RETTEL-KERLING roed. The right regiment oros-
s_iﬁg in the viocinity of CATTENOM, was to oapture KOENIGSMACHER
FORTRESS with minimum force, eimulfeneouely pushing the assaubt

(24) D,p.4.
14~
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Yo secure & logement on the high ground on the right of the
division sector. Sinoe the town of KOENIGSMACHER, along the
river, was squarely in the middle of the division zone, itse
1n61uaion within the objeotive of elther essault reglment would
neoessltate a divergent effort by that regiment whioh would
' oniy serve to detraot from the strength of their respeotive
main effort, As & result KOENIGSMACHER and the ground immed-
lately adjaoent thereto was boxed off as a "No mansuver" arsea
and turned over to the division artillery to neutralize until
such time as the thifd regiment oould mop up. The third regi-~
ment initially held in reserve, wes to oross behind either of
the assault regiments at the'éarlieat possible moment and aﬁing
into aotibn down the MAGINOT-LINE ridge to complete and sol-
idfy the‘bridgehead{3¥A oorpa.eﬁgineer battalion was to support
eaoh of.the agpault regiments and subsequently provide the neo-
essary bridging while the divieionel engineer battalion was kept
inteot ror assault oparations with the infentry end general
engineer work on the far shore. (%Oth Reoonnalssanoe Troop, re-
inforoed, was $0 mop up on the right of the divlision zone and
~ eventually link up with the seoondery orossing of the 95th Div=~
ision 1n the UCKANGE arda. The divisional artillery, greetly
reinforoed, had a number of tremendous taske, In oonsonence
tith the deslre to maiﬁtain seorecy to the latest poselble moment,
no preparetion waes contemplated, although the battalions were
prepared to deliver planneﬁ fires on ocall prior to E=-Hour and
to counterbattery effective counter prepgration fires, At H~Hour
& heavy program of deatruotion-rireé was %o be laid on the
KOENIGSMACHER and METRICH fortifioetions end on the olose~in
towns of BASSE-HAM, HAUTE HAM, KOENIGSMACHER, METRICH, MALLING

and HUNTING, (25) '
o -15-
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This is the broed outline, the plan for the esteblishment
of the bridgehead, It incorporated the reccmmendations of the
unit oommanders and diviesion steff and in rinai form voleed the
best conaldered thoughta of the division in mattere both tact~-
1oai and teohniocal after oonsideration of all angles, This
plan waa_oommunioated via oonference to oommenders and staff
down to eand inoluding battalions on the 3rd of November, 1t
became the point of departure for the preparation and implemen=~
tation of unit plans.{26)
- o THE DIVISION PREPARATION

With the oloeing of the 90th Divielon in its rear assembly
area on 3 November began & period of intense aotivity.(R7)

Reoonnﬁissanoe of the aréa of future operations wae ener-
getloally pushad within the limitations made necessary by seo=
urity oonsiderations, Artillery positions, engineer equipmbnt
parks, infantry asaaﬁbly areas,'routes of approaoh to the river,
orossing zones, and the road net were all reconnoitersd and/or
ohoceen by small offiocer partles who moved as inooneplocuously as
posalible without divisional insignia on their clothing and in
vehioles of the 3rd cavalr& Group: Thise sketohy reconnalseanoe
wae not at all desirable but it was felt that the pressrvation
of seoreoy regarding the oontemplated operations of the ®0th .
Difision and ita point of impaot out welghed the advantagés ag=
oruing from a more detailed survey of the attaok zone. The sup=
porting enginaar‘battaliona, upon deaignation.by Corps, wera
wedded with the 358th and 350th Infantry Regimentis, ohoaeﬁ as
‘the right end left assault regimante respeotively.

T?aining in basio assault boat teohnique from the infantry

standpoint was given to eaoh soldier alnce battle casualties

(26) D,p.6; (87) D,p.8.



during the preoe?ing % months had out to a 3re handful thoae
former members of the 90th who had had ample experience in
river orossing operations. Simultaneously, infentry staff and
-oomhandera planned to the last detall the somposition of the
boat waves and individual boat 1oad1nga, this included the
357th Infantry whioch althoﬁgh earmerked to oroﬁs by footbridges
or'fafta was non-the~less prepared for the eventuality of an.
‘ assault oroaaing. When the regiments departed from the rear
essembly area, each individual soldier knew his wave and boat
number and his ohief'of'party. Further, supply echelons pre=
.pared an operational plan and organization deaigned to main-
tain, end provide evacuation for their regimnnts by aessault
boat and ﬁotor boat if wehioular ferries or bridges failed, {88)
The'supporting armse and.sefvioea were equally busy. The
-iOorpa Engineer plan was modified where peoessary and 1ntégrated
with that of the 90th Division, étepa‘were taken to atage
forward additional equipment reserves, DUKWS and acoesory sup-
plies to meet unfbrseen oont;ngenoiaa. The problems of signal
bommunioation were glven careful consideration, In addition %o
a double tactical net, an engineer and a traffic oontrol net
‘NOTO orgaﬁizad-and linked laterally., The laying of wire to aﬁd
within the forward assembly area was carried out under oover
‘of darkness for several nighté prior to tha target date,
Weighted cable was prepared beforehand to'permit bridging of
the river gaps away from projected bridges. Heélizius the un=
ﬁsual demands which would be ﬁiaoed on radio untlil auoh time
; adequate.bridging oould.be provided, staoks 6f batterlies were
ﬁoouﬁulated; At the divisional level, supply agenoles ware

{(28)D,p.6,
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prepared for the movement of necesearies oo:!:darably further
forward than normal to allow.uﬁit schelons to oongsentrate their
erforts forward of regimental dumps,(89)

The 90th's orossing was phased to follow by one day &
greaf_air strike designed to neutrallize the major Metz forts
and other critioel areas in the attaok zone, provided that alr
strike came by the Bth of November {(inoclusive), in any event,
the assault was to take place by the 9th, The 5th and 6th of
November were days of heavy rain, thereby granting 48 valuable
hours for ocontinuation of prepﬁration. At divisional head~-
'quartera,_looae ende were gradually tied together and with
regimental plans firm, the fleld order was 1saued at 3200 hours
'8 November, (30) - |

~ Movement to forward assamhly-areas wae oompiioated-by the
great number of units involved, both divislion and corps(all of
whom had to move at night), ooupled with the inadequate and
| poor road net, The march table, after olose ocoordination with
eorps, was baséd on the movement of the division on the nights
of D~ 3/8 and D= 2/1, As 1t developed the suocessive post~
ponement of D~Day permitted the scheduling of the move over a
period of three nights, |

 The artillery displacing on the nights of 5-6 and 6-7
November was completely positioned by daylight 7 Novembsr,
This moveftgzgompliahed without benefit of moon and under in=-
dessant rain on slippsery, narrow roads, The remainder of the
&1viaion displaced on the night of 78 Novemhar, a move of
even greater diffioulty., The diétanoe involved belng toe great
for marching, the displacement was made by mardhing_and shut~=
%tling end involved two round trips for the attaoched tranepor-
(29) D,p.6; (30) D,p.7. |
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tation, By dawn 8 November, the division argall supporting
~&lements had oclosed ﬁithin the proteotive cover of FORET De
OATTENCM and the defilade area to the immsdiate rearward
thereor.(Sl) |

7 November had been a dark and rainy day and the target
date was definitely set for ? November, 4ind so, B8 November

the initiation date for the XIT Corps offensive to the south

became a day of final preparation and ooordination for to-
morrows assault, Artilléry_battalions regletered sklllfully
with but one gun per baettellon, prepared their final data,
Communications were extended foerrd and laterélly throughout
the division area, Lower eohelon'oommanders made their re-
oconnalseance of routes of approaoch and crossing areas and sur-~
veyead frdm a distanoe their far bank objlectives, Peraonnel con-
‘perned with traffic olrculation and bridge ocontrol reoceived
rihal.instrudtiona and departed for their posts In the early
afternoon all men were hriefed on the division misaidn, its
importence to the army scheme ahd thelr individual parts 1n'
it,.(38)
- THE BATTALION PLAN

“The part the 1lst Battalion, 358th Infeantry was to play in
this OVarali ploture of the reduoction of fortress Metz, was that
of_redhoing Forf Koenlgsmacher, This fort was an importqnt_
point 1p the northern portion of the Metz defenaes;.ﬂﬁﬁig;f;rt“;
._:waf*--one---nf the Maginot Line group.

The 1st Battdlion,lssath Infantry was relieved from ita
present mission of oonteining a porticn of the salient aroungd

Metz, It moved baok to an area of barracks near Morfontaine,

(31) D,p.7; (32) D,p.7.
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| Frahoe, along with the rest of the regiment..Hore in thie area,
rfom 3 November until 7 November, training was oonduoted on dry
run river orossings, boat loading and methods of paddling in
oonjuhotion with the engineers. There, training wae oonduotsd

6n the assault of fortified positione and aress, The old fort-
1f16ationa of the Maginot lLine, in that area; weres used in gon=-
junotion With thie training., The battalion wae refitted in
equipmqnt, all loat or deatroysd equipment replaced amnd all
weapons put up to perfeot working order. During this period of
training; the men, and the larger part of the offiocers did not

' kndw for what speoific miesion they were being trained. The
genseral oonolusion was a river orossing and attaok of a fortified
poeition to tie in with the training being taken,

.It was not until the laet day in this erea that maps,
aerial-photographe eand large soale engineer sketohss wers issued
down to all levels, whioh designated Fort Koenigemaoher ae the
task before the lst Battalion, 368th Infantry. This was 7 Nov-
ember; The orossing date had been set for sometime prior to day—
light © Novaﬁber. This was during the night D £ 1 :or the ovér
all XX Corps operation,{33)

| The regimental plan was to oross the lst battalion on the
right at the town of Basse Ham, over whioh Fort Koenigemaoher
_ lookad, and taks that fort by storm, The 3rd Battal;on was to
oross opposite Koenigsmaocher (nmot to ba oonfused with the fort
of the seme name), The 8nd Battelion wes to remain in reserve,
1n1t1a11y, until the town of Koenigsmaoher had been taken, then

oross and relieve the 3rd Battalion who would ocontain the town.

(34) |
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Arfér the regimental plan was known and extensive reoon-
nalssance aooomplished, Lt. Col. C, 4, Lytle, tke then battalion
commander, issued this plan,

The battalion would oross in four waves, the first wave
‘being made up'or'two platodna from each of the two assaulting
rifle oompanies, "A" and "C", The eseoond wave would oonsist of
the'oqmpany_headquartera group of eﬁoh of the assault ocompanies,
the attaohed engineer unit, the reserve platoons of the two
compenies end etteohed hesvy msohine gun platoon. The third
wave was made up entirely of Company "B"™, along with the bat=
talion oommand group. The fourth wave was %o be oomposed of
Company "D"(~), Headquartera Company and the Medioal Detachment,
(35) Eaoh unit, upon reaoching the enemy shore, was to have a
partioular job to do.n'It was felt by the Battallon Commender,
that the town of Basse Ham would havq to be teken along with the
fort since 1t oould be suoh a thorm in the side, if by-passed.
This would also leave an open right flank for the battalion, as
well as the division., The town, in iteelf, would provide an
exoellent base from whioh to operate on the fort.(38) It also
provided a perfeot set-up for the ald station to oare for the
wounded, of whiop there wers meny, as later proven. It -was on
the auggeétion of Captain MoEvoy, the battalion surgeon, that
the plen to move the battallon surgeon and ald station aoross
with thé fourth wave was incorporated with the original planning,
This was done only by the lst Battjlion. I% was.later proven
~that this was.arveryﬁwiae-mofea(ﬁ?)f@fd*" |
{35) 4,p.54; (36) Personel knowledge; (35) Personal Knowledge.
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/T The further plan wes to have Company "A'" assemble on the
rallroad t;acké.- It was a definite featurs that oould not be:
by-passed, Company "O" was to turn right uponm orossing, and
oapture Basse Ham;prior.to-daylight. This waa to be done by
sending-one platoon to the south end of town, via the enemy side
“of the rivdr, and set up a blooking soreen. One platoon was to
‘make & &weep down the mein etreet of town from the north, to
kill'or oapturs all Germens possible and drive.thé remaindser out
the south end of town, where the platoon there would fake oars
of them., Company "B" upon orossing was to.Join Company "A" on
the railroad ﬁraoke, here organize and prepare to aesault the
fort at the bresk of day.(38) This plén was disseminated to the
various oommanders for their study and orientation.

The battglion moved,by shuttle from i1te rear assembly at
.Ma;;qntqipa, beginning in the mid~afternoon of 7 November, to
wap about 1900 in the evenling: After thie brief halt and nour~
ishment the battalion moved on by shuttle to the réar, weet of
Cattenom Forest, whe:?e the battalion aatruoue‘i and moved by foot
- %o préfiously reqonnbitered assembly areas within the forest,
This was oompletéd by about'a;oo. The troope bedded down for
~ $he remainder of the night, This was to be the last reetful
sleep for about the next two woeks, (39) |

Throughout the next day,'a November, a more thorough re=-
oonnaiaaénoe was made by oompany commanders, The battalion
oammhnder.and-atafr ocompleted the last minute preparations.

The boat loads were reoheoksd, eéuipmant reoheoked and all the
last minute personal detalls taken oare of, {40)
(38}, (39),.(40) Personal knowledges
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_4rrangemahts and ooordination had been made with the 179
quinegr Battalion, supporting this operation. They were to
drop the assault boats at a little village of HUZANGE., There
the infantry and engineers would meet and begin the hand-carry
of the boats to the river,.about 1,500 yarde distance, This
waa_latgr_proven to be a miatake, because of the long haul.(41)

" All unit oammenders were teken to a vantege point in the
édge.or GattenomAForeat, which overlooked the entire field of

operations, From here oould be seen the point at which the boats

- would be'pioked up, the area to be traversed:gnroute to the river,

the orossing area, the assembly point along the railroad, the

town of Besse Hem and the rising hill mass to the east upon ‘which

: sat Fort Koenigemacher.(42) At this poilnt they were thoroughly

oriented and all last minute oocordination between the battalion
and bompany commenders was made, The unit oommanders, in turn,
brought all N,0,0.'s down to and including squad leaders, to

thls same vantage point. At thlis time the same thorough brief-
ing was glven and all gquestlions conoerning the operation answered

as far es posslible. This was truly one of the few times in whioh

' the entire battalion knew what it had to d» end had aeen the

area over whioh the operation was t0 take place.(43)

About 1700, 8th November, the battelion commander assembled
the battalion in a group, in the Cattenom Forest. Here he ﬁent
over the entire plan, as previously given, very thoroughly, and
lald down a standard that he expeoted every individual to0 reaoch
in the.impending operation, He, being a very foroeful and oour
rageous'ohafaoter, ingtilled in.every man the necessity of ao-
complishing the mission aheed.(44)

{41) Personal knowledge, A,p.55;I(42), {43), (44) Pereonal know=-

ledge. . |
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| - The companies were feleased to return to their company
areas to'gat a8 muoch rest as possible prior to the departure
Trom the assembly areas, There was not much sleeping that night
for thinking of tha operation to come waa of utmost priofity.
The departure from.the assembly area was scheduled at 0100, (45)
The plen to be followed has beén_preaented and the hap-

peningé prior to the aotual Jump off enumereted. I now wish

.to desoribe the terrain and featurea that the battallon was

_8%4ma& to operate over, The Cattenom Forest, in which the bat-

talion had been bivouacked, ranged from 193 to 180 meters in
height and was vefy heavily wooded, This furnished perfeoct
oover for the bivouac, |

After iaaving the forest to the east and southeast the
ground tapered off to a flat of about 150 meters. This extended
from the towns GARCHE, KOEKING, HUZANGE and QATTENOM to the near
bank of the Moselle ae a table top. This area was devoid of
oover and afforded little proteotion, There waa no oover for

boat aseembly pointe along the river. Thise was the reason for

'éeleoting Huzange as the plok-up point for the boatg, thus the

long heul to the river bénk; The area across the river, on the

enémy side, was essentlally the same as on the near side, exten-

ding ae¢ far in as the rallroed treok,

Just to the southeast and east of Basse Ham, the ground

began to rise to form the helghts upon whioh Fort Koenlgsmaocher

rested, This rise was almost abrupt, rising from 150 meters to

210 meters, in the distance of about 400 meters, This ridge-'
like peak was the dominent feature in the area, From thie oould
be viewed the entlira flat area extending over to Cattenom Forest.

(45) Personal knowledge.
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Thionville, approximately 8 miles to the skuth, as well as all -
interveneing ground could bé viewed with eases The view to the
north exfanded to Metrioch, This plece of terrailn was not so
decisive as was the fort that rested on 1ts orest.(@ﬁ]

Fort Koenigsmacher was a member of the MAGINOT group that
tied in with the Metrioh Fort aome 4,000 yards to 1ts northesst,
on the east of the Moselle River., Some three miles to the
southﬂeét was FORT D'ILLANGE, a sister fort of the Maginot group,
The three ebove mentioned forte completely oocmmanded the Moselle
bsein and the parallel highways extending along either side., 1In
addition to theae msntioned=the main Maginot belt extended frﬁm
these positiocns to the southaaat to EEEE&X‘ There were some 19
forts in this group. Bach forts artillery tied in with that of
the dther.(é?) |

A desoription of Fort Koenigsmaohsr is typlioal of the gen-
eral layout of the forts of fbe Maginot line. The fort'mounted
4-100 M.M, guns in its top. These were seated in oompletely re=
volving turrets of steel of 3 to 4 inches in thiokness, The
qasematea, that had exposed sldes, were oconstruoted so as to be
covered py-maohine guns emplaced in adjolning wingé with suf~
fioient'traverse to interlock with its opposite maohine gun,

All approaches to the steel doors of the forts were blocked by
a oomplete barrier of spiked steel fenoe about 7-8 feet in hel=
ght. Thie fenoe waa'oovered by mﬁohine gun emplaosmente. The
general ahapé of the fort was flive sided, To the outslide of
ths mein fort-struoture wes & series of shelter ﬁointa number=
ed from 1 through 8. These oonsisted of one story conorete pill
bok projsotions, Eéoh“gntranoe was proteoted by a guard room,
{48) Personel knowledge; A,p.3&4; {47) D;p.4.
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The dorridors inside theae shelter points led to a stair=
case whioh, in turn, led to the bamement floora and underground
~oorridors of the main fort, In the top of the main conorete
fort struoture was e series of bdlister-looking affairs that ware
~armored observation posta., Thess hed & series of slits around
thém from which very safe observation oould be had, Artillery .
fire hed no effect on them, To the outside of the shelter
pointe was a complete trenoh.of a depth to permit a men to stand
end fire, Thie oompletely oiroled the fort, Within this trench
firing stations éera dug so that a man d1d not hava to silhouette
‘himself while firing, To the outside of this trench, on the
Tforward elope and extending oompletelyﬂafound the hill side, was
a barbeg wire entanglement of from five to twelve aprons, These
wefe of the pqrmanent'type entanglements with the heavier apronﬁ
faoing the east side of the fort.

These forts were huilt. originally, as a defense against
Germany. In some areas of the entanglements existed moats that
were to. be filled with weter and various obstructions but had
not been filled. This, generally, was the main obstaocle %o be
overcome by the battalion,(48) |

THE ASSAULT

The first wave was soheduléd t0 start its orossing at 0330,
To.meet-this sohedule the battalion moved from its assembly
aréa in the Cattenom Forest at 0100, The order of oompanies
was the same order aa éet up in the planning stages for the
various waves, The 1st wave elements leading, Bnd wave and
80 on, |

(48) A,p.58,
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The march from the assembly area to Huzange, the boat plok-
up point, was about 24 miles, At this point the 179th Engineer
’Baftalion had dropped the 40 boate to be used by the lst Bat-
tglioﬁ. There were three eﬁgineers with eaoh boat load of twe=
lve infantrymen,(49) |

Huzenge wes the last oover to be had, When the troapa
'left_this point 1t was wide open. The first wave picked up
their boats and stérted the 1,500 yard oarry to the river bank,
The move was to be seoret, yat you oould haar'the muffled our=-
'aas_of the men, a2 they stumbled along in the pltoh blaokness
with thair-individﬁél loads of weapons, ammunition and rations,
as well as this oumbersome assault boat, The men hed tg.rest
at intervals enroute to the river bank, This long haul was a
mistake, yet there waes no other arrangement to be made and mainw
'tain the desired seoreoy.(50)} | o

‘The first wave entered the water'gt 0330 and orossed with=
out mishap exoept that the rising river, oaused by the exoess
rain, haed ocarrled tham some 1000 yards further down stream then
oontemplated. On previous cooupation of Thionville by the 90th
Division the river ourrent had been oharted but the rising oon-
dition had mede a difference, This oondition of the river had
also 1nﬁndated the prepared positions on the enemy side of the
river, They were not manned, It had also permitted the boats
floating over.-mine fields that would have normally been axposéd.'
The river was a friend at this partioular time, 8o far, not a
.ahot had been fired. The seoond wave had tha.samn good fortune
ae the first wave, The enemy had not yet disoovered the ofos—
- sings Everything'had gone a8 olook work to now, Company 4 had
(49)_Peraohé1 knowledge;'(so) Personal knowledge.
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forﬁad on the rallroad track, Company C had aiso organlzed and
was preparing for i1ts assault on BASSE HAM.(S5l) (Map E)

There was, however,.a hitah with the third wave, The ’
engineqr.having returned from the firset and sacond wave 4id not
- wait for the third wave, They, thinking their job had been
done, left the boats, It was about an hour before the third
wave, manning thelr own boats, had sucoceeded in orossing, They
reaoched the the rallroad traocks and organized along with Com=
pany L. That put Compenies 4 & B essembled and ready to move
out for the farﬁ at daybreak, Company C waes ready to assault
| the town, The fourth wa?e, not having heard from the third
wave, sent a five man search paity to see what the oross-up
was, They found the remalnder of the boats, not used by the
third wave, unattended, Due to the delay, the fourth wave did
not complete its orossing until about 0715, The Germans hed,

- by this time, dlscovered the oroasing'and had begun to shell
the arossing area, As a raesult a part of the Morter Platoon
of Company D did not make the'oroasing and was foreed to move
baok to Cettenom.(52) o |

- In the meentime, 4 and B Companies, after assemblylng on
the reilroed track, moved out in a. golumn of platoons over the
open area to the woods that surrounded Forty Koenigsmacher, Here
complete reorganizétion took plaoe} Company A'formed up in a
skirmish line. Here they walted until the previouq}y:deaig—
nated time for the ooordinated assault to arrive%ﬁﬁih. waa 0715,

.Gompanj C had reorgapized and eent one platoon to the east
of Basse Ham, between the town and rivef, on around to cut the
road leading southweet out of town and set up a blook, to oatoh
'(SliPersonal knowledge; (528) Personal knowledge & A,p.55,
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'any Germens that wight be driven out that edge of town, At &
predesignated tima,'fhe remainder of Compeny C made & night at-
taok of the town, sweeping down the mhin street of town,.olearé
ing the buildings on elther side, aas they progressed, This was
a oomplete aurpfiaa‘to-the Germans within the town. Some were
in the houses in bed and had to be awakened upon dapturea' Oonly
thooe on guard'put up any resistance, whioh was fleroce but
momentary. The entire fown had been ocleared prior to daylight,
with the exoeption of a few snipers loocated in some outlying
buildings to the east of town, These were soon neutralized,
This rapld oapture of BASSE HAM afforded faollities for the
setting up of the Battallon Ald Statlion, whioh was meking a
orossing of thé river simulteneous to the attaok on.the town,
There was, evidently, no oommunioation between the foroes in
.tha foft and those in the town, for this aotion had been oom~
pleted without a response from the fort, (53) (Map E)

At 0715 Gompanies A end B, from thelr respeotive positions,
sterted thelr assault withotwo platoons abreast ln eaoh oompany,
- They oharged up the gradual inoline, whioh grew steeper and |
steeper aé they progressed, The assault paaeed over the barbed
wire entahglemsnts and was progressing on toﬁard the system of
tieﬁohes'tﬁat gsurrounded the oresat of the hill, The entire aot~
lon; to this point, had been acoomplished without & shot being
 fired at them, It was not until A Company had oome within aight
6r the trendhes thet a sentry in an armored observation post
rired on Compaeny A and geve the slarm, Company A had reaoched
T.the trenohes. and took.oover thereln, Oomrany B had been stopped
just short 6r'the barbed wire,

(Ba) Parsonal knowledge,
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At the sound of the alarm, 50 MM, mortar fire began to
fall on the positions, The fire oould be brought down on the
Tort with no harm to the oooupants, but the atteockers on the
'qutside, began to take ocasualties, This fire had been, pre=«
viou3131929roed in from positions within the main fort aend
also from other adjoining forts, By this time, all the troops
of the battalion had crossed the river that were going to get
aoross for the rest of the day. lHeavy mortar fire, also, be-~
gan to :a11 into the town of Baasse Ham, The %troops were in
.the oelldra and in the buildings, so the fire was ineffeotive,
as far as oasualties wers ooncerned, It restrioted movement
somewhet, It was now about 0800 and Company C had completely
oleared the town and had pushed a platoon out the highway to
the'southweat of town, to oooupy those outlying buildings,
They were to serve as a flank proteotion'for the bhattalion, ae
well asﬂj:or the divieion, This was an. open flank, all the way
to Thionville, where the 95th Division had elements, (54)

Now, we find the battalion disposed as follows: In Basse
' Ham# there wae Oompany C proteoting the town and the south flank
of the division, one platoon of machine guns from Company D |
was attaohad, The battalioﬁ aid station was in operation inua
secure basement at the main intersection of the town, Battalion
Headqudrtera Company and the ocommand group were in operation in
the town, Company D was intaot, save one seotion of 8l M.M,
mortars, that_had been foroed back from the orosaing site by
_ mortar fire._'The mortars that were across were set up in the
town to.odvgr the right flank ot the battalion. They could not
be of value to ftra'on.the_rort,litself, in support of the.:
- (54) Parﬁonal knowledge.
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infantry. Company A with one pliatoon of heavy machine guns
attaoched and Coﬁpany B with'attéohed enginears, were dlasposed
around the west and southwest edges of the fort,(56) (Map E)
From these dispositions, a systematic reduotion of the

méin fort was to take plaos, The rifle troops were taking a
heavy pounding from the mortar fire that was falling on the
rort. The observers oould obeerve from the armored obhservat-
ion post; located on top of the fort, and bring the ohserved.
rire down, direotly on to the position withouféh;féiégﬁ%ggibb-
~servon. The job then, was o first, eleminate the obeervation
post. The_attaokcdquld not move on until this had been done.

"This'phasa of the attack was spearheaded and organized by
Lt. Neal and“Lt. Pafriok from Company A end Lt, Martin, with
the attached enginaere. Eaoh of the A Gompany.ofriosrs lead
‘agsault teams assisted by Lt, Martin. Under cover of fire from
remaining troope of Company A'thay would piaoa a seventeen
pound oharée of, the then new explosive, Compoasition "(02" at
the base of these O;P's; This very potent explosive had a de-
vastating effeot on these struotures, as well as, lnhabltants,
The western portion of the fort was worked on for the remainder
of the day in the seme systematic method as above desoribed.
The observdtion post on the west edge of the fort, as well as,
the sally and shelter points of this portiqn pi’th?rzprt, were

i e

neutralized throughout the day. Company A attaoked the fort-as-
en-easaault and overran about one third of %&anﬁert. The Germens
* would merely withdraw into the inner portions of the fort and
oall down devastating mortar fire om the attaockers: This fore

ood a withdrawal to the oover of the original positions in the

(55) Personal knowledge
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trenches, In this murderous hell of morter fire throughout the
day, 4Q casualtles were asaessed. Durlng the day Captain Denning,
Company B Commander had been killed. Gaﬁtain Campbell then a
lieutehant, took oommend of the company. Compeny B had not mede
é great deal of progress on the south of the fort.. It wes order-
ed to move from 1ts preaeht position, around to the west of the
rqrt,and join Company A,.where the greatest prégreas was being
mede, This was to be apoompliahed during fhé night of 9~10 Nov=~
ember,{56) (Map E) _ | _

- The firet day sew the town of Basse Ham fall to Company C.
Gompanies A and B successfully reached the fort and had bsgun
an assault. The teohnique of blastlng the Germens out of their
st:onghold.had been learned. This toochnique was to be used to
great_ad#éntage the follcwihg day. The ald statlion that had
\oegsfzﬁ;;sa and set up 1n Besse Ham was paying dividends. The
oaaualties, from the flrst day, were heavy and aerioﬁs.'

The suppllies of ammunitidn, plasma, medicine and food wers
planned on the assumption that a bridge would soon be installed.
The Moselle River was, initlially, a help in that 1ts risen ocon~
~dition lnundated the enemy positions on the river bank and also
_.pénmitted_the assault waveé'to float over the.normally expoged
_minés. It was now beoomlng more of a formidable foe than the
Germgns. During the day the water had expanded from its normal
300-350 foot width to, from 600-800 feet and by noon had reached
widths of 800 yards, The engineers had started_their bridgling
 operations, first working in knee deep water, in hip deep and
~ then in waist deep water, Flnally, the ocurrent became so wiocked
_ that bridging oﬁerationa wefe osased completely,

{56} A,p.48, |
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Six battalibns of infantry were aoross the river, fighting the
enemieg' armor and fortified areas with hand ocarried weapons,
The'waters continued to rise until the entire flat afea, from
the rallroed tracks on the sast éide of the Moselle, to the
‘edges of Garohe, Koeking end Cattenom on the west side of the
river ware flooded,(57) (Map E} & o .00/ b
| This was the condition thet existed for the division as
ﬁightfall ceme, The battalion was low on ammunition, explosives
had been expended, ratione had-$nuhawhad the ald stetion had

to be replenished with plasma and all medliocal aupplias; 'The
wounded, some in serious condition, needed to be evacuated. The
tremendous job of re-supply was started, as sgoon as, nightfall
began. This was done by the battalion drivers, oompany drivers,
supply personnel from all ocompanies and eny attached engineers
availabla. Jﬂhéa was oarried out under the direotion of Lts.
Shariden and Martin, the bettelion motor offioer and battalion
S=-4 reapeotively on the west shore and Lt. Autréy, 8~3 on the
east shore;, It was & tortuous job in the dark of night with a
river on the rampage. The boatas would have to be loaded and
floated back to the small towns, that the water had reaohed,
pushed.thrdugh the shallow water until_the-ourrent beoame too
strong, then try to row and'navigate the réet of the way.

anbugh the untiring efforte of these men ie@% on the aup-‘
plj job,'the battalion received supplies that night, Due to
the tortuous oondition of the river and 1ts swif{ ourrent, whioh
 had overturned several boats, 1t was decided not to attempt
eveouation of wounded that night. They were better off where
they were, It was hoped that a hridge would be Bompieted in
(57) 4,p.20, |
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- the mprning._ The remainder of the mortar platoon from Company
D oompleted the orossing during the night,{58)

The situation on the following morning, 10 November, was
as follows: The assault was to continue on the fort. Company
B had moved a:ound and had teken over the left half of what had
‘been Compeny A'a seotor, the day before.(Map E) In the town of
Bagse Ham, the pletoon of Company C thet hed moved out on the
_extreme southwest end of Béaae'Ham had been out orf.dﬁring the
night by a Cerman force that had ocome baok into that portion of
town, They had occupled the buildinga-iuﬁt-to the aouthwest of
the small étream, that ran through Bagse Haﬁf/rThis platoon from
Company C was in a bad situation for a little while}(59)

- Caeptain Cherles Watson, fhen Lisutenant, the forward obser-
#er*from Cannon Compﬁny, egtablished an observation post in the
ohurqh_ateaple, overlooking the housee that the Germens had oo~
cupled, His mission was to support the relief of the Compaeny C
platdon. With one gun of.Cannon Company, he began regletering.
His 0,P. was on lins gun-targét and at any momernt one of his own
shells could have olipped hils O.P..rrom under him. With system~
atio precleion, each house, one after the other, wes thoroughly
obliterated., Upon further investigation dead Germans werse rouhd
all over, With thilis, the platoon of Company C wes relieved.{80)
" For the raﬁainder-of the dey Company GIproteoted Basse Ham,
From positions ae noﬁ disposed, Companies A and B resumed
the essault on the mein fort, Company A consolideted and took
the right helf of what had been thelir éntire zone the day before.
_Whgn'botﬁ companlies werse in position the attaok Jumped off. By
._noon_df the 10th all of the armored observation posts, on top of
{58]Personal knowledge, D,p.lﬁ; (59)&(80) Personal knowledge.
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the fort, in the zons oovered by Gompany'A and B, had besen
knooked out.{Mep B} This wes acoomplished by the extreme use
of "C8", The Germans would.withdraw from atrong point to strong
point as they were knooked out, never failling to render harsh
resistanoce, The hail of mortar fire oontinued to fall on the
attaokers, takingzita toll, Themiﬂgamwaawat;uqk-onﬁby Lt, Nealj%d'
of A Companff%fgdlooate the ventilator shafts of the various
underground bunkers systems, This being ddne, ten gallons of
gasoline wes dumped down into one of them and a thermite grenade
followed, A terrifio roar and ooncussion followed, with soreams
and moans ooming from within., This had definitely done some
good., The oonoussion was 80 great, that a body was blown from
the inner parts of the fort, out through the opened ventilator
shaft; This prooedure_was.taken up by the rest of the troops
on the fort, slong with oontinued use of great quantities of
"G2", THere was such a greatlamount needed on the massgive
sfructures of_the fort that.the supply wes soon near the dimin-
ishing point.z An urgent oall was put in for a refreshed sup-
ply of expiosive to cohtinue the operation befofe the day was
over, This was neoessery because, as each strong point would
be neutralized, the enemy would move deepsr into the fort, into
other portions not yet blasted. They would then infiltrate
baok aftef the pressure was relleved, The re-supply of the
needed explosives, could not be ﬁade.rapidly enough by tha river
route, so five liaison planes were dispatohed With 500 pounds
of eiplosiveé. ‘These planes flew down over the battalion pos=
itions and dropped their loeds, They hit, squerely, in the
battalion posifions. This was the answer to the "flood bound
dog faoces" prayer, With this added explosive eaoh company oon-
tinued the destruotion in their partioular zones,(61)

(81) Personal.knowledge, A,p.58,
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-Company A hed menaged to blast'its way into some of the
- bunkers super structure and tunnels. Entrance oould not be
mede further underground, due to the rubble, and oomplefe blaock-
nees existing-within the tunnels, 4 plen of the underground
struocture was not in the possession of the troops, 8o 1% would
‘have been very foolish to try to mop up ﬁIQQJ oo, when 80
muoh good wes belng done above, This offered proteotion, how~-
.eﬁe:.(ﬁé) |
During the late evenlng of the seoond day.the Germans

initlated a counterattack, from the northeast oorner of the
fort, whioh they still ooocupled, with a foroe of approximetely
50 men, This eesault was répulsed, without loss of ground,
with the small arms of the lst bettallon personnel; The enemy
suffered about 28 killed in this costly little esoapade. The
remainder withdrew baok into the supposed safety of the fort,
At the end of the seoond dey, 10 November, the two rifle com-
penles were dlsplaoced on the top of the Tort as'adentaﬁ)(Map E)

_ The situetion within the division was very oritiocal, The
.Moselle had eti1ll denied a bridge at either the Cattenom or

un fr JE e [:Léfi‘n‘-—
-had .getten-to a

Gravisse-NMalling crossing sltes. The
width of lﬁ.milea at various seotors. The supply of the bat-
talion'had to be aocoomplished by the same means as the previous
night, All avalleble personnel, not:aotually involved in hold=
ing a position on the fort,iﬁﬁidpﬁt.into play, 1in ocarrying o#
rations, ammunition, explosives and medloal supplies from the
river's edge, to the poaitiona on the fort,  The sesme supply
peraonnel were doing a huroulean job of getting them aorosa.by
bpat.__Somﬂ.or the ﬁounded-had gotten to such a odndition that
evaouﬁtion was neoesaafy,.dr else théy would die, Thoss that
(Ba)HPersonal knowledge; (63) Personael knowledge, 4,p.56
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had to be evacuated were tied to litters and transported by
- boat aoross the still trescherous Moselle, The others contin=-
ued to ewalt the completion of a bridge.(84)

On the third day, 1l Hovember, Company C was moved from
Basss Hamfto the forts It took up the position oocupled by
Company B on the lst day of the aasault,

The mortar platoon of Company D and the personnel of Bat-
talion Headquarters Company were given the mission of taking
over ths reaponsibility of Company C 1n the town,

The fort area was divided into three zonee (Map E).. After
all ocompanise were in position the final all out assault on the
fort was to begin. The aasaﬁlt was spearheaded by Company A.
The varlous bunkera, case mates and strong points were reduced
by the saﬁe expedieht as employed the previous two days, Large
quantities of gasoline, followed by a thermite or white phosphor=-
.ous grenade were used, Large quantities of "C2" were also put
-into play, (85}

~ Around noon of this day a message was recelved from Div-
ieion Headquarters, with the order to withdraw from the fort,
- sinoe it ﬁae such & costly objective in both men end material,
The énawer was returned by Lt. Neal, "This fort is ours! I
oould not ask my men-tb'lea#e here now, They are more deter—
mined than I to finish the job," With this the assault was
pushed'witﬁ fresh vigor. The Germens were squeezed ang blown
.1nto an ever oonstrioting smaller portion of the fort,(68)

At 1800 the remnants of the foroe holding the fort at-
témpted a mass exit through one of the outlylng shelter points
in the northeaat oorner of the fort, They ran smack into &
 (84) & (85) Personal knowledge; (88) E,p.37.
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foroce from Company G that had been left behind by the 2nd Bat-
talion, as flank proteotidna There were 372 able bodied krauts
in the foros, Ail were taken prisoner by Company G and were
oompletely out of fight, after the three day eplsode just oom-
pleted, (87) | |

The 1lst Battalion was very put out about not getting to
make.this catch, after the "hell" experienoced 1in taking the fort.
The battaiion estimated that it had kKilled or captured ahbout 500
_'Garmanaj (inocluded, 1s this 372 above mantionadi.' This wes the
entire lst Battalion, 74th Infantry Regiment, 19th Infentry Div-
ision, (68) -

The casualties in the lst Battalion were: 2l killed, 85 °
wounded and 5 missing.{69}

At 1350, 12 November, the battalion passed to Regimental
reserve, Company C remained on the fort, Company B outposted
thé.ﬁrea between the town and the fort and Comﬁany A held Basse
Hem, ocovering the right flank of the regiment,(70)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In a study or.this operation'saveral;faotors are outstend-~
ing, Flrst of_all the operation to be undertaken was very sound
"in prinoiple and easy ﬁo understand, - This was true all the way
from Third Army down through the Corps! plan, Division plan and
lastly, that of the bettalion., There were no complicated man-
euvers dirsoted on the Corps' level, nor further down on the div-
1sidn-lavel. The plen for a pincer action, from the north and
south df Metz, was the dnly solution to such a étrongly fbrtified
.area, | | _.
The entire operation was dependent upon saofedy, whioh was
(6%) Persdnal knowledge, D,p.15; (68) D,p.15; (69} 4,p.56 (70)4,p.58.
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maintaiﬂed and aohieved by all levels, until actuel contact was
made on the enemy side of the Moselle, This was achieved thro-
ugh the movement of units at night, nb unusual activitiea; ever
fHOughdgreat"planswwerawbaing~drawn up, ths malntenande of nor-
mal_artillery fires and the sealing of patrols, from the assembly
_araas,_odoupied by the ésaaﬁlting troops. ¥
fﬁia was one of the few operations in which ample time was
| _given the subordinate commanders to make'thofough reconnalssance
of future éreas of opsration. The same applisd to the'ppoper
orlentation and briefing of troops, prior to a jump off,

The point that almost spelled disaeter, for the entire
operation, was the unforseen condition that devéloped with the .
Moselle River itself, It seemed to walt, as though oontrolled
by the Gesrmans, for the attacking forces to get across on the
enemy.aide.and then release 1ts rushing powser as an almos} un=
surmountable obstaole., The over all coperaticn wes #i&éﬁgéj_on
the haéty construction of a bridge 1n the divisioﬁ area, This
- oondition was eme beyond the control of any one individuel, It
qanndt_be laid as oritiolsm agaeinst any one'person or group qf
inaividuals. There could have been some informetion aocorued
from the ﬁatives of that area, as to conditions that existed
with the river,_during ralny éaasona. Thils goulﬁmon the other
hand, have glven away the opsration.

The entire oredit for the suocoess of this operation on
| thé fort, goes to_thé skill, guts'and daring of sach individuel
"doéf}aoe". There were absolutely, no support fires of any
sort throughout.the reduotiop of the fort,

' The one oriticism t0 be voiced is the lack of coordinetion
with the support engineeré, that being the 179th Enginéer Bat~
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talion, It is much moTe desirable to have support elements that
are orgenio to the unit performing the aotion, The feeling of
eepfit de-oorpe and fesling of the_dﬁtimate aococomplishing of the
mission deee not.exifg‘with strenge unlis ettaehedﬁﬂonly for
1solated aotions, Faed 1s not known as to who wae at fault in
the 1netaneelwhere the assault boats were left unmanned at the
rivers bahk on the initial efoeeiné. This oould hawug,. very eas~
1lyfhﬁ§eet the entire operation, hed 1t not'been for the aotion
of the peoﬁie within the orossing unit itself, in t&e- gathering
together of the boats and orossing on their own,

- The eondition that hadmto exietﬂdue %o the long heul of the
assault boete from Huzange to the river bank wee not desired,
This haul was too long, and reoognized [:X:] euehﬁ*ﬂhﬁe to the high
- priority on sporecy this was necessary, since Huzange was the
last eovered_eree! before reaching the orossing sites The men
were thoroughly wiﬁded upon reaching the launching site and had
to regein etrength prier t0 the oroeeing; An elert enemy oould
have oompletely suppressed the orossing,

Leter prisoner reports revealed a eenee of falses seourity
_exieted with the Germans, due to the ocondition of the Moselle
and the contempleted rise of the river, An assault orossing was
oertainly not expeoted at flood efege.
| A8 a oonolusive remark I quote the letter of Commemdation
~ from Lieutenant General G. S, Patton, Jr. to the
Commanding General, 90th Infantry Division,

' "The oepture end development of your bridgeheed over the
Moselle River in the vieinity of Koenigemeeher will ever renk es
one of the eplo river orossings of history."
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'LESSONS LEARNED

1. Let every man, down to and'inoluding,the squad leader, know
the situationrn and what is expeoted from him and suooess 1s much
easisr to aohieve. o

2, Allow ample time for reoonnaisaanoe for leaders down to
basio oommandera. _

B, Permit training and rehearsal time for units that are goling
“to exeoute a npeoial operation, suoh a8 a river orossing and
attaok of a fortiflsed position,

4, Expedienoy'must be utilized to the fullest extent, (13)
drOppingfexplosiﬁés,.medioina and rations by oub plane and the
“use of gasoline and thermmlte grenades as explosivem.

5. Utllize knowledge of native-pOpulation to learn oconditions
that'devélbﬁ'wifh the rivers during rainy seasons, '

- 8, Fortified areas can beltaken by storm by assault troop
Without aids

76 Surprise is of maximum value, ¥

8, If maximum effioclency is to be ge%%en from troops they

.muat be supplied with sufficlent ammunition, food and proteotion -
frqm_the a;ements. i ¢ﬁfyaﬁé
0. It 15 often necessary to utilize troops on tasks not par-

ticularl&_traineQ fors | . o

10. Rapidiéfaouation of wounded 1s essential,

1}, It posaibilities of a barrier exist, put necessary in~-
ataliations on troép side of barrier, (1s) Medical Station set

up on bridgehead side of river,





