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THE OPER@XIONS OF COMPANY F, 13413 'ANTRY
(38TH ANTRY DIVISION) IN TEE REWWOTION
‘OF A SBALIENT IN THE VICINITY OF HAN AND FOSSIEUX, FRANCE
20 SEPTEMBER 1944
(RHINELAND " CAMPAIGN)
(Porsenal n:porience or ‘a Cannon Gompanv Platoon Leador)

| gaxﬂnrggxen
Inmnenvcmxon

This monegraph covers the operations of Company F,
| 134th Inrantry, 36th U8 Inr:ntry Division in the ‘reduction
of a nnlient in the vicinity of HAN end FOBSIEUX, FRANCE,

e 29 Septembor 1944.

In order to orient the reader, it 1111 bo ‘necessary to
‘briorly discuss the naJer events that led.up to this aetion.
© The initfel landings on the continent of EUROPE were
- mede on 6 June 1944 by the Amerioan First Ammy snd the British
'Maeoond Army These 1and1nsa wero auooonsful in eltdblishins
| a . firm: hold on tho HORHARDI coast, and the Allies were able
.'-to push- the Gonmans inlend and build up suffioient forces to

"“fpropare for a major orronaive.- (1)

_ on 1l lnguat 1944 ths Ehird UB Army eontistins of VIII
'Gorpa, XII Gorpa, XV Corps and XX Gorps bec ame operational
in HORMA!DY under ‘oommend of Liontonant General George 8.
Patten, Jr. (2)- |

The 1n1t1al mission of the Third Arny was to selze the
BRITTINY ports, but arter the lunooanrul rlanking of the .
Gernan defenses at AVRANCHES by lnerioan roreel on 1_Angnqt
1944, ‘the primery milsien or the Third Army was changed te
“one of rapid exploitation o the oaat with ltrong armorod

(2) A~5: p. 153



forces on the geffjral axis LAVAL.LE MANS-CHA@FRES. (See
M d) () - |

The rapid advances of the Third Army in its speetaculer
dash acroas FBAﬂGE put.to;ririe-demandn on supporting supply
instellations, and by early August, it becsme quite evidqnt
: fh;t the shortage of gaseline in the Third Army was oritical
and by early September there was alse a cr;ticai shortage of
105mn end 156mm sxmpunition which was due to the failure of.
~supply installations to keep pace with the needs of the tao-
tical units, During the rapid edvamce of the Third Army the
prineipn} reguircpents.pad been for small arme ammmnition;
. consequently, by the esrly part of soptombér, large calibre
smmundition was not in the forward area supply points in any
grodt quantities, - (4) |

To make the supply picture still more gloomy, Third
Army troops were without overshees, blankets and mackinaws,
‘end the chilly fall weather was setting in¢ All of these
auppliol'hnd béon requisitidnod'rran Conmmnication Zene by
Third Army G-4 while ltill in NORMANDY but were still not
suppliod. (8) '

pnring this period, Third Army's losses were extremely
heaiy, and assault units soon begnn to be oriticl;ly'ahort of

combat persomnel. Badly needed replaoqnonts'ieré ooming up

~ 4n smell dribbles, end during the ensuing months, all divi-
sions of the Third Azmy were to continue rishting conslder
sbly understrength, (8)

on 25 September the Phird Army was holding the “Line of

-A-l, p. 133; 1-6, 0-4, De 17
A-1l, Ds 134,135
(8) A=, pe. 136



the Moselle", and@ly that time, it received offera to assume
the defensive, This amounted to halting 1ts advance and or-
‘ganizing its position for defense, (7)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

| The XII Oorps established a defeneive line extending from
the SEILLE RIVER near HANEOUE to the east, then south thremgh |
the GREH3cEY FOREST faoing the enemy held towns of OOQUTRES ind.
CHAMBREY, The line then_e#tpnﬂed o#ptﬁnnd south thwough the
BRZAKGE LA GRANDE FOREST. The 4th Armored Division was defend.
ing on the right flank of thp Oorps, The §5th Infantry Difi-.
sion wes in a position to the left of the 4th Armored Division,
‘with the 80th Infantry Divielon on the left of the 35th Infan-
‘try_Diiinion;' The 6th Amored Division was east of NANCY in
Corps reserves (800'!&2_3) _(6) | R

" he initial disposition of the 36th Division onm 20 Sep-
tember was as follows, iaéth Infantry on the left with all
Whrse Dattalions on the line, 34 Battalion, 320th Infantry on
the right of the 134th, and the 137th Infantry with ell three
battalions on line om the right of the division zone. (9)

The onemy_oppdsing XI1 Corps were bullding up their
forces, Sinoe the ?gaaumo'the defensive”" order had been
1ssusd to Third Army, the enemy had had sufficlent time to
reorganige in the vieinity of GREMECEY emd CHATEAU . SALINS
FOBEBT. Reinforcements wers meved in from the morth in such
-strengthlas-to indicate the possibility of a oocunterattack.
| When Fleld Marshal Rundstedt assumed oommend of OB West
on & Se taﬁber 1944,;h9 was directed by Hitler to stop the
7Y A=l, p. 143 — -

(8) A<l0, Ohspter VII
(9) A~9, pe. 237; Perscnal knowledge
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Allied advances @ o to the west as possifffp, to hold the
- part of BELGIUM north of SOHELDE end all of the NETRERLANDS,
-and to teke the offensive in the RANCY-NEUFCHATEAU sector by
leunching a counteroffensive towards REIMB, This counter~
offensive in which thé_Firﬁh Panger Ay would be used was
to be the most ambitious since IORTAIN, end the date of the
offensive operation was set as 12 September 1944. The initial
‘o_b;l_eot.:lvg was to iipe out the I_].:Ir Corps forces in the vioinity
of LUNEVILLE and NANOY and then restore the MOSELLE line bo
the north, (10) " | |

Due to the pressure from Allled roroes to the aouth, scme
of the Panzer Divisions had to be cmittod promaimroly to
 hold the 1line in that sector, end 1t was not until 18 September
that the Fifth Panser Army launched e counterattack nesr LUNE-
VILI-_E; : -:’.T;'he enemy ren into limited objective attacks of the
XIT and XV Gorps sund were stopped in their tracks, Another
counterattack was launched by the _enm'on 22 Beptember, and
this attask was also stopped by the combined efforts of the
XIX Tactioal Alr G;omand end Third Army uﬁor.

- Om the 24t‘h‘ of September, the German Pirst Ay which hed
been reorganized and strengthened after its hasty rotreaﬁ from
south of PARIS, lsunched an attack west of CHATEAU SALINS to
' help the Fifth Pangzer Army pinch off the XII Corps salient.

: 'l.'ho. troops of the ;in Corps held fest, and by the 20th o:".' Sep~
tember the enemy counteroffensive was broken. (11) |
The enemy oounterorronaive- were marked by bltter flght-
ing all aleng the JCII Gorpn front and resulted in XII Oorps
tb.row:l._ng in everythd.ng it had to halt this sggressive enemy

(10) A=B, p. 196
(11 ‘-5, p. 195



offert, (12) . .

- The eneny rorcon opposing the Third Aray during this

| period in the sone of XII end XV Corps opnaiated of the 5634
| vblkqgronudie§.D;viaion,rﬁseth Volksgrenadier Division, sné
the 113th Panser Division plus the Germen First Army and the
Fiftp‘ranzdr Army which wqrq:aaaembled in the Gﬁ&TEAH SALINS
erea, (13) ._ | |

The combat erricionny of the enemy forces at this time
was exoollent. The oountorofronsive 1n the secter of the
35th Divigion was aggrosaivo, and thq enemy forees were quiok
to teke advantage or ‘the slightoat guin made. by thelir attaok-
-1ng rcroel. Also tho enomy Was well supportod by artillery
and srmor which thoy used to the maximum. o:tont.

The ‘combat efficienoy or the rriendly foroes could be
.regardod a8 excellent; however, units were understrength and
:uhort.og-eqaiﬁnont-aﬁd.weqpona as well as'ammunition'or heavy
Oal-:lbr'e.: mhu'howover- d1d net :-oduoé the fighting oapabiiiti‘oa ‘
or the osprit de oorps of the ulready well 1ndootr1nutod veta-
orans. (14)

The . terrain oooupied by the 3Bth Biviaion at this time
, conaisted of a mumber of emall towns loocated, for the most
part, on-seoondary roaﬂa with a qonsidorahlo number of ridge
-.11§oa, the.posiesiion_or which gave a.marked advéntage to the
‘Gefonder, Thgfaroafiad‘dottod uith,amall_p;xéhpa_or_yoeds-and
large féreats, and the heavy rein received during Sthembéi |

'- rednced the eapabilitioa of ths sooondary roadu and made oross

country movomsnt with hoavy vehioles and ermer a diffioult

ocperation. (15)

‘(P'ézl'n-s T 224 I
5 il& 1-8, P 89’ ‘.5’ p. 196

- (14) Porsonal knowledge -

(18) Personel knowledge




The supply .tuation was far from deai’lo with Third

| Arnw troops short on rations, gasoline, amnnnition, wintor
clothins and replaoqmenta. In feot 1t was not until the
Battlo of ths Bulgo_nomn three months 1afei.fh;t higher hpgd;
quarters finhlly_produood an adequutdrnnnbor,otjreplanansntn
rdr_Third Army's depleted divisiens, (18) :!hn oritical |
nhbrtago'or artillory.!mmunition duz1pg this period neces-
uitqﬁcd firing only on'dorinitoly ;oéated ohggrver,targetu;
and'fef‘marking;dir'atrikoa for the Alr Corps, (17)

On 29 Septcuber 1944, the 134th Inrantry was in a defen-
 81ve position in the area of tho FORET DE aman with all |
throe battalions on line, (Soe Mep G) (18)

on thia date, tho reginent was given the #ission of
* lsunching a limited objective attack with the 2d Battelion %o
septure HAN and‘ndﬁo'd"tho'cnomy salient in the vieinity of
HAN and FOSSIEUX. By reduoing this sallient, the regiment
~‘hoped to ltraighton out 1ts rront 11ne| Which at this time
_rollowed a vory 1rregular pattorn and were o:tended.over some
12,000 yards, (19)

‘The anmﬁnding orricor of the 134th Inrnntry hed made &
;speoial roquo-t to. highsr headquartors for 150 rounds of
._ cr1t1oa11y rutienod 10§mm anlnnitien.to be fircd by Gannon ,

‘Company 1n lupport of tho nttnnk on EAH. Thil requcst was
"”apprevod 8inoe divilion artillery weuld net bo riring in

ort of this tttuok. (20)

-',_16)_ A=l, pe 135
QT a=T

- {18) Personal knowlodgo '

- {19) A=2; pe 833 Personal knowledge
(20) Personal knewledge



| The rogimo‘l order for the attaclc u..uuod at 1000
hours on the ‘morning of the 29th of September to the cemmund-
ing officer of the 24 Batt_alion, and at this timo, he was in-
'fornod or the availability of the 106mm esmmmunition to suppert
-;tho lttank.

. Tho 2d Battalion Cepmender imusdiately contacted the
dannon Gﬂnpanleiqteon Leader who was supporting his battelion,
After aliriqf rocépnaiﬁlnnpq”in ths_grod northwest of MANHOUE,
tho~p1anh of supporting fires were erranged and a damindting
obaervation post seloeted in a hay loft in NANHOUE which look~
od direotly down inte ths town of HAN some 800 ynrdn to tha

| ’north:oat. (21) |

THE BATTALION SITUATION (See Map D)

Fhe 24 Battalion, minus Cempeny F, wes to remaln in its
present position to protect the left finpk:orlfhp_iiviaién
which iés exposed at this time since contact hed not yet been
eateblished with the 80th Infsntry Division on the left.

Oampanw F was to attaok from positions in the vieinlty
of AR!AUGGUR!, clpburo HAH and be prepared to defend in that
location and to establish oontact with Gompany B in MANHOUE
" on & new rosimonbglllLR.. (22)

!hb battelien @ttapk-erdor waqliaauod 1nranuovcounm at
1200 hours, snd at this tine'éeofdinatien'er'ths plan of attack
and fire aupport was plannod between the Cemmending orrioor or
Gumpnny P and the Cannon Oonpun; Platoon Leader who was to be

521 Personal knowlodso
Personal knowledge



the roriqq obsqgyer for this attack. .

The combat strength ef Company F was 50 men and 3 officers
at this time and the compeny hed no 11ght meshine guns in the
 weapons platoon. The shortages of persoﬁnol end the lack of
light machine guns would oonsiderably limit'tﬁs o#pabilitios
and rirepowor_ot_thg‘compahy. (23) Although these shortages
~ had existed for a considerably length of time, they hed not
been replaoed. , | | o
| The terrain over which Gempany F was to launch 1ts attack
-VWaa-low, open neadow land with thp=exooption of one deminating'
~plece of high greund_and an gpplo:o?ohaﬁd some two te three
" hundred yards west of the objeptiie.. (See D) |

The enemy forces in the objeotivé ares oonaisted of the
18t Bnttalion of the 1120th German Infantry Rogimnnt with the
,battalion OP located in HAN, (24) -

. Mhe woather during the entire day of the 20th was clear
‘and cool, snd visibility was virtually unlimited,
" The plan of nttank was ooordin;ted between the Ocmpeny

Omﬁﬁdor'or lapmpany_F__and the forward observer, and oontact

---dnd fire missions Iere'to be ocontrelled by 8S8CR 300 radioe.

The Oannon Compsny forward observer had two two SOR 300 radios,
one of which was furnished by the 24 Battalion end the other
_ by'ﬂannon Company. The plﬁp waa‘to listen in on the battalion
'rhdio_whiéh was on the seme chennel as Gompany F's radio while
the other radio Was operating on Oanhon Company 's channel and
would be used for transmitting ”rire missions", (25)

ax 1330 heura the Gannon Gompany forward observer, his

platoon sergesnt and radie qpprator had completed last ninnto
(23) Personsl knowledge

(24) Personal knowledge; A-2, p, 84

(26) Personal knewledge
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Plens with'tho_Ce'ny__c_qmandor of Oompa.ny.'boup 300 yards
wost of MANHOUE to insure that all details had been coordin-
ated fer the attack, The forward observer and his party then
| pféceeded to-th§ OP in MANHOUE to register in the guns of the
1st and 2d'P1atoona of Cannon OCompany which were in different
battelion sectors, (See Mep C) (26)

A "base point" for reglstering both the lst and 24 Ple-
‘toons was selected 100'yardsreant of HAW and reglstration of
- both impact and time fire sccurately computed, The time of
attack was 1400 hours, There was suffieient time prior to
HB-hour to permit the forward observer end his party to. bring
down continuous heavy fire in the forward edge of the town
to keep the enemy under oover, During these preparatory fires,
1t became apparent from the OP that the impact fuzes were ex-
ploding immediately on contact with thin tiles roofs of the
houses in HAN and were doing little damage to the enemy who
were in the first floors and cellars of the houses. An im-
mediate radio trensmission to both the lst and 24 Platecons
ordering all firing to be with fuse delay shells until further
notice attained the desired results end the heavy 106mm shells
were penetrating the rdofa of the houses before exploding eand,
in most cases, were exploding 1n the first floors or cellars

of the houses, inflicting heavy casualties on the ocoupents,
NARRATION

‘At 1400 hours Company F orossed the line of departure,
(See Map D) with two plateons aebreast, The progress from
the line of departuré to the near edge of the orchard weast of

(26) Personal knowledge
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HAN was rapld an'ithou_t incident, Upen rq‘:ing the for-
werd edge of the orchard one rifle squad was sent forward to

reconnoiter the high greund to the north while the remainder

‘of the company remained in the near edge of the orchard,

- The rifle squad proceeded on to the high ground and
found no sign of enemy; however, foxholes and Weapons omplease-
monts hed been dug on this éommanding ground end at this time
were umooouplied, The rifle squad irmediately returned to in-
form the oampaﬁy commander of this matter and Company F‘than-

proceeded through the orchard, lst Platoon on the right, 2d

Platoon on the left, until they came upon a dtone wall some
100 yards west of HAN and just out of the ooncealment of the
orohardg=—Tho fire of the Cannon Gampany'platopnq was falling
1# the near edge of town end was keeping the enemy well under
cover, (27)

A8 Company F prepared to cross this stome wall and sd-

‘vence to the east to taeke cover behind emother stone wall at

\

the woufo:n edge of HAN, all artillery fire was shifted to the
far edge of town, At this bims'EEgﬂgggglﬁ_groou detected the
presence of Company F end immediately opened firo w;ﬁh,lll

availasble Weapona; however, Company F was reedy for whnﬁ__ame
Teunche@ Their assault from the vicinity of the second

stone wall. (See ng D)
- The leading elements of Gumpany F were able to gain a

géod_roothold on_ths weatern edge of BAI since the olese in
artillefy fire support given thaﬁ prior te'tpair_a:agult had
driven the enemy under cover in HAN, The limited distance te
be traversed from this asssult position to the cutskirts ef

(27) Personal lknowledge
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wﬁ/ ] the town permitte.ompany F to oateh the ene. unaware a.nd

{

caused the enemy to be unable to bring down maximmum imam effective
'”firg:on1jho attackers before thpj‘reaohed-ths cover of the
" buildings. (28) | | .
| The mopping up in the town amounted to slmost individual
| | aotions by members of Gempary F who were routing the enemy out
of the collars, barns and stablol. (29)
At approxinately 1445 hours, the enemy could be seen
'ﬁiﬁhdrawins tp.the'northogst rrom HAN over a route ‘almost
through the *haqo point" of initial rqgiatratibn or'tﬁe 1lst
snd 24 Platoons. At this ﬁinp,;tho\rorward observers called
" for & fire mission on the "sase point" by the 24 Platoon,
" This fire was immediately received and it hit almost in the
middle of the dozen or so enemy soldiers whe vore attempting
: to withﬂrgw.te the northeast to FeSBiEUI which was in onnny.
hends,
Tho ofroot of the riro was immediately noted since only
three of the enemy got up arter the oonoentrabion and attqmptod
" %o continue thelr withﬂraxal-up-thp grassy slopes to FGESIEHI.

The ferward observer then called for the rire or-éne—ennnen-

to attempt to elininate the throo withdrawing enemy end was

-sueoeaurul in helting the rearward movement of two of the thxoo

borere they resched tho high ground south of FOSS8IEUX,
Meanwhile Gempany F was completing mopping up in HAI end

| reorganizing on the far edge:or the town in proparation for a

{counterattaesk, R |

By 1646 bours, the reorganization was complete, snd HAN

-'iﬁnrqéeﬁra in the hands of Company F. At this time the company

(28) Personal knowledge
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ooﬁmmder sﬁq.:;_t. the evacuation of his ',,Q,.’ed personnel

- which smounted to four or five walking wounded and one litter
, easo ana also”aﬁ'qﬁahy prisoners, 1nciud1ng the battalion
commander of the enemy unit which wae lecated in and around
HA¥, In addition, some 30 enewmy desd and wounded were found
in the barns and haulel in. HAN. (30) '

A% approximately 1730 hours the forWard observer who was
in un,observation.pgut located in s hay loft spotted an enemy
counterattacking foroe of approximate oompany sigze coming |
over- the high ground aouth orf FOBBIEEX The Oaunandor'of Come
“peny F was 1muediatoly notified, Since Gompeny F had no 113;11:'
. manhine guns or heavy weapons company support, ths company
oemmnndor asked the forward obaorver to do evorything polsible
~ te brggk up the gounpprattack. The haaty plan decided upon -
was for the forward cbserver to take the enemy_rorqq-undqrariré
a8 soon @s efreotiwe-fifé_could be brought'fo bear, in the
ﬁﬁéant1m§,_adnpany P would ho;d.ill.rirel until the enemy‘iil
[Within 100'#qrds of the_town. ,Bhonld‘thb enemy eqcap; thb ar-
' tiilbn#ﬁriro,.all of the oehpany wegpons wepe”ﬁo opqh fire at .
close. rnnge. (31) |
_ Whilo bhia ooerdinatien was going on between the forward -
 observer end the Commander of Company F, the forward observer's
platoon sergeant was on the other 8CR 300 radio alerting the
';p;atoonﬁwith-d "rive mission", At the same time he notified
. the lst Platoon to out the fuges on thé,l@ﬁum shells for the
required time setting for time fire on the base peint which
had been accurately oumputod and fired at the time of initial

lrogistratien.

(80) Porsbnal.knowledso;"IEE, pe B85
(31) Personal knowledge
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The ai_;tack‘ enemy foroes continued dgn the slopes
northeast of HAN using the ssme route the withdrawing enemy
had previously used in thoig.withdgdwa from the town, and
when they wqrolapproximatgli at théllooation of the base

poiht, the orders were given to the lst and 24 Platoons to

fire everything they had on the base point and to contimme

firing until a "cease riro“ was 31Von or a subsequent “firo
mission® was ordered, ! _

The fire of both plateona 1uqu1ately rell on the base
point. mhose eneny who were not killed or wounded Immediately

withdrew to the vieinity ef FGSSIEHI. letving behind them all

their desd snd wounded, -

- Within 30 minutes, hoary mortar and artillery fire atarted
£alling in HAY and HAHHOUE, but no{more eneny activity daveloped
during the balanse of the dey snd ﬁhe night, and Company F

oentinued to 1mprove their defcnseq in nax.

While Company F was consolidaﬁins and reorsanizins in th.

town ror the night, plens were boing made to send patrols out

to the open area just north and eaat of the toin to evacuate

the enemy deaﬂ and wounded and to 9btain a8 muoh 1ntelligenoe

material as possible,

As soon as 1t was aurrioient1} dark to atill be able to
see a limited distance and at the $ame time, not be silhouetted
in the open ground, ths atrela rram Company F anoqmpaniod by
personnei of the 24 Battalion Hbadﬁuartgrs Company proceeded
to the open Qrca where the enemy personnel were scattered on

the ground, Within 30 minutes they hed succeeded in evasuat-

| ing 35 onamwaOadfand wounded from this Open. Arod,. '(32)
(32) Personal knowledge; Statement of Major General Butler B.

~ Miltonberger, then Commender of 134th Infantry Regiment,
1 October 1944,
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" As soon as thifpatrols had returned and iy evecuation
of the enemy dead and wounded was completed, Company F settled
down for the night in HAN to enjoy a well earned rest,

‘During the night, supporting Engineers mined the fords

. north of HAN and laid ooncertinas and antli-personnel mines, (33)
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
l., BSUPPLY

The lack of timaly replacement: of the mlssing weapons
of Compeny F seriously limited the effective firepower of the
company snd #urthpf réqﬁltqd in thelr relying on supporting
'eéponS'to bolster their reduced firepower,

Had the nttﬁok of Gompany F been detected prior to thelr
reaching the atone walls send a fire fight ensued, the outccme

of ths'fight_might heve been in favor of the enemy since they
iere well supplied in automatic weapons even though they had
11ttle chance to ume them due to the shelling of their poesi-
"tlons ooupled with the rapld progress made by compdny F once

the assault was under WaY e

2, REPLAGEMENTS

. The laok of sdequate replacémnnta during the . perled
1mmediat61y pradeding this operation to bring'tho compeny up
. rto authoriged strongth resulted in the oompany's fighting con-
5f;ﬂy af/ sidersbly underltrength end the oombat efficiency of the units

boing lcwerod, This ahortago or personnel also’ hamperod the
_ erreetive reofﬁiﬁ?:ntion of the unit eince depleted squada and

i S,

platoons had to be reconstituted from the avallable personnol,
of whom were of limitod experiensce,
A.§’ pl 4
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'8, FRONTAGES . | L @
~ The attaok on HIN was @ sueoesu for Company F, however,

the extended srea over which the oompany was to establish a

dorensivo 11no was rar 1n exoens or thp capabilitios or -the

oenpeny at thia time. Had the countorattack ‘which ceme down

b g e

towards HAN not been dqtectpd_and haltod prior to reaohing

~ the town, it is belleved that the enemy would have been
successful in driving Compsny F back out of the town., This
. ovoraxtension of linel could not be avolded, however, due to

the 12,000 yards of frontago assignod to the roginent.

4, ARTILLERY SUPPORT

The of:getivq_artillery'firelsupport rurniahod'compﬁhy F
for this attack séht the eheﬁy_aaekins cover and resulted in
Company F being almost on their objective bo#o:e_héing'détoated.
Company F followed 1n'oloso'behind this riri, and by eoordin-
afion ahd:control it was possible to ah;rf this fire when the

company was ready to launch 1ta'§sl¢ﬁ1t. This greatly alded
Oompany F since it eliminated the necessity of the company
'ohgas@ng in s fire fight before it reached its asssult posi-

tions.

6o OUTPOSTING DEFENSIVE POSITIONS

‘The fallure of the enemy to outpest the high ground or
| the'appie orcherd in the vioinity-woat-orlﬂll was in nw*opinion"
the most important fector that alded Compeny F in capturing
bhe town, | |

Had the enemy established & one'or tip.man observation post

or'lipﬁening post either on the high ground or in the orchard,
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~ the approaph»of.mpany_l! could h;ave'_ been”'_eeted in ample
time to bring effective fire on the company meking the cap~

ture of the town a far greater and costlier task,

6, ARTILLERY REGISTRATION AREAS

The fallure of the enemy to.ﬁplect adequate routes for
his countorattagk;piqns vas a dqhid;ng factor in the oomplete
raiiuro'of later_attempts.By the enemy to retiske HAN,

The registration in the open area east of HAN should
have 1ndioatod to -the enemy that weapens were being rogiatored.

'HoweVer when the enemy withﬂrew, they proeeodod to withﬂrnw
‘through the previcusly registerod‘grqa; _Whon ths; 1qnnehod
their sounterattack to retake HAN, they used the seme route
_they haﬂ-ﬁnéd in iithdrauing nnd ro6r6llod the. urﬁillery "base
point“ whieh was 1mmpdiltoly braught under riro, and tho

eounterattaok dinintogratod. _

P A olosahggysonal rolationah;p Dbetween Ep:mponnandor of

‘Gémpanw F apd-tho Ganncn Gampany forward ebservor prior to,

'-and durins this operation pramotod mntuul eonridonoe and 00w

oporation whioh made ooordinatad teamsork during the attack

'posaibla. This teamnerk contributod ruch to the final success

~ of the operation.

| LEgSons,”

;/2 j 1. Prompt rosupply ef shortnsos in oaﬁhat is ncoo-;ary
to. eliainato a 1013 or ourtailmpnt er eeibnt orrieionny. 7

% _



2. 'I'he flo.>f replacements to combat.its must be
steady and adequate in order to meintaln efficiency and to

insure the availability of qualified rated personnel necessary i

to replace combat losses.,

3. Defenslve frontages assigned after a limited objectlve

gtack must be within the capabilities of the units defending

‘Tth_e e

[T ST P

4, Close, effective _artillery ﬂi::bs?pport greatly aids
the forward movement of assault units,ﬁthe break up of enemy

e o

counterattacks and minimizes friendly losses.

e otd
5. Dofensive positions ’ﬁmt always establish some form

of an outpost or listening post syastem no matter how small,_

to give early warning of approaching ‘enemy forces.

6. Registration areas of artillery or mortars should
be avoided and when used by necessity, these areas should be

. traversed as rapldly as possible.

Te A close personal relationship should be developed
between commanders of supported units and representatives of

supporting units in order to facilitate good teamwork.
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