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THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST U. 8. ARMY AND THE
NINTE U, 8. ARMY IN THE ENCIRCLIMENT
AND CAPTURE OF THE RUHR,
28 MARCH -~ 18 APRIL
1945

LHLRODUCTION

Thie monograph covers the encirclement of the Ruhr from 28 March
1945 through the final and complete cepture of this important area by |
the elements of the Ninth and Firet U, 5. Armies of the 12th Allled
Army Group on 18 April 1945.

In order to orient the reaﬂer. it will be necessary to glve a
ghort resume of the military background and events leading up to thie
great operation, which, according te available modern historians, con-

etituted the largest double envelopment in history.
| The Ruhr had alweye been a prineipal consideration in overall
Allled planning, in that the master plan for the invasion of the Furope
ean continent; Operation Overlord, called for the envelopment of the
Ruhy in the final phase. (1) |

The importance of the Ruhr end 1ts inclueion in all Allied plan-
ﬁing is.understandable because this area is the greateat center of heavy
-industry and eoal mining in all Europe. Rich and extensive coal and
iron ore deposite in this area furnish the 1life blood for armament, steel,
syhthetio 0i1l plants and chemical faotories which are located conven=
iently nearby. The Ruar, within ite 6,000 square miles, contained the
body end eoul of the Germen materiel war effort, and it is doubtful that,
without 1t, the Germans would have attempted the conquest'of Turope. {2)

The concentration of heavy induetries in a gmall area made the Ruhr
vulnerable to sttack by alr from Britaln. The Germans felt rather se~

cure in spite of this vulnerabllity for two reasons; Flrst, the consiant

(1) A=7; (2) A-4, p. 18686,
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snoke sdreon the factories themselvesa produced and, Second, the haze

| and fog that concealed this low-lying river valley. These two factors
made it impossivle to distinguieh landmarks even in bright moonlight and
the bombing had to be accurate to destroy. For ant;-aircraft protection
of thie area, the Germauns had the largest concentration of anti-airoraft
gune in Germeny. In addition there was heavy fighter protection from
nearby airflelde. (3)

When the Second Br:ltisﬁ Army, the N¥inth, Third, and Seventh U. 8.
Armies crosced the Rhine River during the period'% =~ 26 March 1945 and,
ﬂth the First U. 8. Army establighed in its Remsgen bridgehead, the hande
wribting wee definitely on the wall for the Germesn Wehrmacht in the west., (4)

By 28 March 1945 strong el;ments of the First U. 8. Army were polsed
in the vicinity of Marburg eome geventy-five miles east and north of Re-
magen while the Ninth U. 8. Army, under 2lst Army Group control until
4 April 1.945. wae making progress to the east towards Paderborn. Thue
the stege was set for elements of the Pirst U. 8. Army to turn north from
Marburg and seal off the Ruhr pocket by effecting e junction with Ninth
U. 8. Army forcee at Paderbtora. .(5) | (Map 1)

SEQGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The Ruhr consisted of the. thickly populated aree to the north cen~
tered around its prinoipal industrial cities of Dulgburg, Tesen and Dort-
mund. The terraln wes generslly open and rolling, however ﬁeveral canals
provided excellent defense pointe. To the south and southeast lay the
heavily wooded areas marked with definite hills and valleye and dotted by
small streams. This latter aréa would. have made excellent terrain for dee
libverate d.efénsive worke and historlane agree that, had the Germans
olgeted to place permanent defeneive instellations in this gone, our pro-

grees would have been very slow and costly. (8)

(3) A=4, p. 167-168; (4) A~1, p.1113; (B) A=7,; (6) A=3, p.137; A=6, p.l.
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The Germans had the gréater vortion of two Army Oroupe, consisting
of some tﬁenty-one Divislone ‘:ln the Ruhr for the defenze of that area.
Becsuee of the fluld situation, exmct identification was not poseible.
In addition one hund::ed thousend anti-aireraft troops were on duty.
It was apparent that Hitler meant to etsy and fight for hie prige, the

Ruhr. (7)

The encircling element of the Firet U. 8. Army was the VII Corps
vith the XIX Corps of the Ninth U. S. Army performing a like mission for
that arnw _

The encirclement plan called for a.Junction of the VII Corpe and
XIX.Oorpe in the Paderborn-Lippetadt area. The VII Corps was to attack
north from the vicinlty of Marburg, while the XIX Corps was to attack east
through Hamm and thence south and east to Paderborn. |

the VII Corpe consisted of the 3d Armored, 1l04th Infantry, let Ine
fantry. 8th Infantry, and 78th Infantry Divielons and the 4th Oavelry
Group., (8) '

The XIX Corpe wae compomed of the 30th Infantry, 834 Infantry, and
95th Infantry Divisions and the 2nd Armored snd 8th Armored Divieions. (9)

The VII Corpe plen ueed the 3d Armored Divieion as the spearhead
and directed that unit to advence repidly, by-passing pockets of reeie~
tance, and effect the Junction with elemente of XIX Corps as quickly as
poeeible. The infantry divisione and the cavalry group were to protect
the Corpe flanks and wipe out enemy resistance by-paesed by the 3d Armored
Division. (10)

On 28 March 1945 the 34 Armored Divielon, with the doughboys of the

414th Infantry Regiment (104th Divieion) riding on the tanks, captured

(7) A=2, 2.106; (B) 4~6, p.1; (9) A-7; (10) A6, P.2.
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Marvurg and tu.rx;ed northwerd: to the Corpe obJective., Paderborn.

On 29 Merch 1945 the 3d Armored lashed forward and outran all resis-
tance to the end tna:t, by the close of that day, its leading elements
were near Nieder Mareberg. ({11)

By 30 March 1945 the golng was getting tough. From a training camp
in the vicinity of Paderborn, tho enemy had ordered crack tralnees from
the 88 Panser Replacement Training Center and the S8 Reconnalseance Traine
ing Regiment to oppose tﬁe 34 Arrored. Thece well trained soldlers were
equipped with small arms, bagookas, tiger tanke and a new tank destroyer
mounting ﬁ_lzB mm gun. Thie excellent jequipment. coupled with their de-
tailed knowledge of the terrain, made this tralnee group a difficult and
determined enemy. .After. the hardeet kind of fighting, tne 3d Armored
neare@ the outsk;l.rta of Paderborn on this day. In this action, the 34
Armored lost i1ts courageous commander, Major Genersl Meurice Foee. (12)

On 31 March 1945 Paderborn, the so=called "Fort Knox of Germany",
vas cleared after bitte:; fignting with the school troope. Many of these
ﬁchool troops wers officer candldates and they were euddued only after a
etiff fight. On this day, elements of the 34 Armored turned west towards
Lippetadt. (13)

In the meantime XIX Corpe etruck to the east on 30 March 1945 from
. 1ty expanded Rhine River bridgehead, The 28 Armored Division, wiﬁh the
377th Reglmental Combat Team (96th Infantry Divieion) attached, was the
epearhead. Practicé.lly no opposition wae encountered and by the evening _
of 31 March 1945 the 24 Armored neared Lippetedt. (14)

On Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, the 34 Armored Division establighed
contact at Lippetadt with elements of the 24 Armored Division. (15)

~Thue the trap on the Rubr haed closed, but there remsined the task

of capturing the encireled area and the finel enaghing of the enemy

(11) &=3, p. 141; (12) A3, p. 144; (13) A-3, p. 148; (14, 1B) A-7.
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~ troope caught therein.

On 2 April 1946 representatives of the Firet U. S. Army end Ninth
V. 8. Army met at First Army Headquarters to plen and coordinate the B
Joint attsck on the Ruhr Pocket. The boundary between armles was set
as the Ruhr River east to Meschede, thence north to Ruthen and north-
east to Paderborn. Thie divieion gave the First Army the rugged terraln
to the south, end to the Winth Army the densely populated, heavy indust-
rigl aree to the north of the Ruhr River. (16)

The reduction of the Ruhr was begun by four Corpe, the XVI and XIX
of the Ninth Army and the III and XVIII Airvorne of the First Army. With
thi_a coordinated effert, the hammering could be renewed and continued

until the Ruhr pocket wae wiped out.

Ninth Arzy's plan of a_.ttaok called for a converging effort by twe
Corps almed at the heart of the Ruhr. XVI Corps was to attack south to
the Ruhr River from its present position north of the Rhein-Herne Canal.
XIX Corps, striking from the Hemm and Lippetedt areas, wae to drive south=
weet to the Army south boundary. At the same time, Flret Army forces
would be driving north and northweet to effeot a Junction all along the
Buhr River. (17) |

Pushing sgainst the north face of the Runr, the three infantry divi-
elons (35, 79th and 765th) of XVI Corpe were well suited for the task
that lay sheed, which was largely one for foot eoldiers. The battlefield
vas compoeed of industrial, urben, suburban and rursl areae oontaining
many etrong points that had to be reduced and then ocombed for last-ditch
defenders and possible saboteurs. Ahesd lay key oitles with large pre-
war‘populations suoch ag: Essen, 668,000; Dortmund, 550,000; Dulsburg,

(16, 17) &7,
7.
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457,000; and aalsenkimhen. 322,000. (18) |

In XVI Corps sone on 1 April 1945 the 79th Division found the enemy
extremely slert and sensitive to all efforts to croess the Rhein~-Herne
Cenal and mede no sdvance. The 35th Division fought 1ts way east four
miles and captur.e'd Recklinghaugen. Along the Corps east flank, the 75th
Divigion puched forward nine miles. On 2 April 1945, the day was devoted
to coneolidating gains and cleaning up overrun srees. (19)
' During the pgriod 1 - 2 April 1945, the XIX Corps, consisting of the
8th Armored Division, the 83d and 95th Infantry Divisione, moved. The
Eth Armored Division now passed through one regiment of the 83d Infantry
Divislon and attacked towards Soest from the Lippstadt~Paderborn area,
gaiﬁing four miles against determined enemy resistance. The 1l16th Geré
man Panger Division, an elite German unit which had opposed the initial
XVl Gorp's attack across the Rhine River, had disengsged from contact near
Recklingheusen and moved east to epearhead an attempt to break out of the
pocket. It was on 2 April 1945 that the B8th Armored first met the 1l1l6th
Panzer and from this time on the two unite were in contact until the 8th
Armored finslly drove thelr opponsnts out of the Army zone and south of
| the Ruar River. During that night, the enemy attempted an abortive
counterattack gouth of Hamm., If successful, such attacks would heve a
two-fold result in that\ they would smash open an escape route from the
treap and in so dﬁing might relieve the pressure on the German forces
‘attempbting to hold the northera and southern flanks of the pocket. (20)

On 3 April 1945 the Sth Armored contimued the attack toward the key
German comunicatl:l.on center of Soeet and, while reconnailssance elsmente
maintained contact with First Army units, the divielon drove four miles
deaper into the pocket. The enemy continued his escape efforts, problng

into the eastern wall in an attempt to locate a weak point. (21)

(18, 19, 20, 21) A=7.
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-Favorable terrain, well sulted for a stubborn defenee, ailded the
niscellaneous Gérman forcee 1# 1imiting the XIX Corps advance. The
965th Infantry ﬁivision relieved the two remaining Regiments of the 83d
Divigion along the Lippe River, thus releasing the entire 83d Division
for employmsnt to the éaat of the Ruhr pocket. Mhis relief placed the
95th Divielon weet of the 8th Armored Division and mede poseible the cone
tinuation of the attack into the pocket, in conjunction with the 8th
Armored. (32)

The game day, in the XVI Corps zone, the 765th Division, attacking
acrossg the Rhein-Herne, Dortmund~-¥ms Canals with three Rag}ments, ecored
gains of from two to five miles. During this initial periﬁd, the German
artillery fire was light, however the large concentration of heavy anti-
alreraft guns in this area created a problem. The employment of theee
weapong in both direct and indirect fire agalnst ground targete proved
effective resistance at selected points. (23) i

On 4 April 1945 Ninth Army reverted to the control of 12th Army
Group, with the new boundary between Firast and Ninth'Armiea following*
the Ruhr River. (24)

On this day, elemeﬁts of XIX Corpe moved across the Lippe River and
the 378th Infantry Regiment of the 95th Divielon ran into bitter eneamy
resistance at Hamm as the Germans battled to deny that key rall oenter
to the Ninth Army. With the XIX Corps striking deeply southwest into the
pooket, any poesible enemy plans for organized escepe to the southwest of
Lippetadt were eliminated. (25)

On thie day, only limited gains were made by XVI Corps due to blown
oridges over the Rhein-Herne Canal. |

The period 6 = 6 April 1948 found substantisl advencee in the XIX

Corps gons by the 95th Infantry and Sth Armored Divisions converging on

(22, 23, 24, 2B) A=7.
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. Soest from the northwest and northeast respectively. The city fell to
the 965th Division on 6 April 1946 while the Sth Armored Division advanced
five miles to‘ the east. TFurther to the north, other elements of the 96th
Divielon cleared two-thirde of Hamm. On the east flank of the pocket, the
194th Glider Infantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne Divislon, now attached
to the.eth Armored Division, drove south four miles over the thne Biver
in order to thicken the eastern wall of the pocket. (36) o

In order to concentrate more power on the XVI Corps front, the 17th
Airbqrne Division, less the 194tﬁ (lider Infantry Regiment, was trangferr=
ed from XIII Corps on 6 April 1945 and went into the line on the XVI Corps
west.fla.nk as the 79th Infantry Divigion side-slipped to the east. (27)

On 7 April 1945, the 79th Divielon croesed the Rhein-Herne Oansl
on a four mile front and moved forward through the area between Essen
and QGelsenkirchen. The 35th Division remained in position on the north
bank of the Bheln-Herne GM ready to launch an attack across that
barrier the next day. On the eastern flank of the XVI Corps front, the
76th Divielon continued 1ts advance and pushed into the suburbs of Dorte
mnd, (28) |

| The XIX Corps, in order to unify command, formed Task Force Twaddle

on 7 April 1945. This task force, ocommanded by Major General Harry lL.
Twaddle of the 95th Divielon, was composed of the 95th Infantry and 8th
Armored Divisions, the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment, the 165th Cavalry
Group, and supporting troops. On thig date, the 95th Division oomj:leted '
the clearing of Hamm while the B8th Armored._ Divislon reached the north
bank of Mohne-Talsperre Lale. (29)

On 8 April 1945, Task Force Tvaddle pushed west on a twenty-two mile
frent. Galne up to elght miles were made. (30)

~ Also, on B April 1948, the 17tn Airborne Division joined the XVI

(26, 27, 28, 29, 30) A-7.

Ll
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G@;ps attaock when elements of that unit pessed through the Rhein-Herne
Canal bridgehead of the 79th Diviseion and moved southweet. By the end
of the day, all divisions of XVI Corpe were south of the Ehein-Herne
Canal. Fighting wae bitter in this urban area and each separate house
had to be oleared by infantry. (31)

On 9 April 1945, Task Forees Twaddle was transferred from XIX Corpe
to the XVI Corpse end thus all Ninth Army units fighting in the Ruhr
valley came under one Corpe command. The shortening of lines and the
push of Firet Army's III Corps northwest made this move poasib1§ and do-
sirgnle. in that the Gerpanu were no longer desmed oapable of smashing
eastward out of the trep. Tais day found a-general enemy movement to
the south, dut with the defense of the large urban areas remaining strong.
The XVI Corpe attack met varied resistance. Nlements of the 79th Diviw
slon pushed a deep ealient into the enemy lines witnin two miles of the
Rahr River. Task Force Twaddle made rapid progrese. The 95th Division
edvanced aix milee =slong an eight mils front. E%eﬁents of the 8th Arpe
ored Division reached the Junction of the Ruhr and Mohne Rivers Just north

of Neneim while other elements cleared Werl. Southeast of the Mohne-
Talsperre Leke, opposition to the advance of the Glider troops wae epotty
and oonsisted mainly of road bdlocke, mines and booby traps. (32)
On 10 April 1945 Eesen, site of the great Krupp armament works,
- was captured and cleared by the 79th Infantry ;nd 17th Airdorne Divi-
slone without major contact yith the eneny. The city had been ovacu~
sted by the German Army, but pessage was difficult beoause of the many
blown and blocked interseotions and underpesses and the extensive dam~
age wrought by long months of aerial bombardment. Also, on this day
the 79th Divielon entered Bochum and the 35th Division captured Herne.

The 75th Division wes still meeting tougn reeistance weet of Dortmnd,

(31, 32) A7,
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but 1at§ in the afterncon there were indicatione that this city might
al 80 e evacuated. (33)

Although light to heavy opposition by fire of all types harassed
the westward movement of Task Force Twaddie. the B8th Armored Diviaion
gelned five milea and cleared ﬂhna. an important communications center.
The 95th Divislon gained up to eight milee and entered EKamen. The 194th
Glider Infentry Regiment completed its mission of clearing the wooded
areas between the Mohne and Ruhr Rivere. The only major objective left
in the Ninth Army portion of the Ruhr pocket wae Dortmund. (34)

On 11 April 1946 the 75th Divislon reacned the western outekirte
of Dortmund, and the 95th Divieion began attecking toward the city from
the east. ILittle progress was made during the day.‘ According to state~
.mente by prisoners of war, evacuation had been halted and the city was to
be bitterly defended. The 17th Alrborns Divielon, pushing south and west
from Eeasen againet orumbling resistance, reached the Ruar River, ceptured
a8 bridge intact at Mulheim, and established a emall bridgahead on the
south bank. Much of the Ruhr River line was now held by the XVI Corps,
which was now repidly clearing ite zons. The 17th Alrborne Division was
cloaed'ﬁp alongz the Ruar River; from the Rhine River six miles to the
east, the 79th Divieion held e stretch of about twelve milees of the north
bank of the Ruhr River, and the 35th and 75th Divisions each held four
miles. Task Force Twaddle had cleared an additional eix miles of the
morth benk. (35)

| | On.la April 1945 the enemy continued his bitter defense of Dortmund
by house to house fighting. This was an effort to keep open a bridgehead
soutn of the cit& through which he ecould evacuate his troops under the
cover of a determined rear-guard sction. Furthe: west, dombat patrols

from the 17th Airborne Division entered Duishurg and found the city

(33, 34, 36) A=7.
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evacunted. (36)

Alr operations egalnet the Ruhr poclket were discontinuved on 12 Aprild
1945 when the XVI Corps no longer had a battlefleld over which fighter-
bombers could effectively operate. In fact. during the preceeding wesl,
there was little that the planes could do in thie area, other than ald-
ing ground forcee in the reduction of 1solated strong points. A direct-
ive had been issued from Ninth Alr Force Headquarters prohibiting the

. attack of etationary rallroad cars and locomotives within e radiue of

‘fifty mlles of our front lines. This ban, affecting the entire Ruhr
pocket, wae lssued for the purpoee of saving from destruction all rolle.
ing etock which might ﬁossibly be used later by Allied Forcee. (37)

By 13 April 1945, Ninth Army's role in the reduction of the Ruhr
had rsacned tns mopping-up stege. Task Force Twaddle was dlesolved on
thie date. The 7548 and 95th Divisions cleared Dortmund. At the close
of thle day, the Ruhr River line in the Army zone wae completely cleared
except for one emall pocket five miles sgquare in sige in the zone of the
79th Divlieion. Unite were now strengthening their hold on the north Ruhr
River bank and walting to contact the advancing forcee of Firet Army. (38)

la the Ruhr pocket narrowed, careful and effective préceutions
were talen by Ninth Army unite and Piret Army units regerding artillery
*no fire" lines. With two friendly forces compreseing the pocket amd
pushing closer together, it was neceseary for each to exercise care in

| shoo ting toward eaéh other's lines. The exchange of lialeon officere end
the strict supervision of artillery firee insured successful accomplish-
ment of artiliery support without endangering spproaching friendly
troope. (39) |

On 14 April 1945 the laet resletance was cleared. The Ruhr pocket

vecame two rapldly venighing smsll pockets late in the afternoon when

(36, 37, 38, 39) A=7.
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. contact was eptablisned between the 79th Division of m Corpe and the
8th Infantry Diviglon of XVIII Airborne Corps Just south of Wetter. (40)
On 16 April 1945 resistance ceased in the emstern pocket of the
Firet Army'e I1I Corps. The Ninth Army priesoner of war totals swelled
as the Firet Army contimied to puen northward. A total of 36,960 prieon~
ers of war had been taken by Ninth Army in its gone of the pooket. (41)
When the induetrial section of the Ruhr fell to Ninth Army, although

_ seemingly complete destruction was the first impreasion, the years of

aerial bombing and the recent ground fighting had by no means kunocked

out the potentiel productive capacity of one of the rithest industrial
areas in the world. Many of the great plants were in falr shape and
ocapable of continued operation. Although most inetallations showed con-
slderable damage, many were continuing to operate and others could be put
into operation after repairs. Witn typlcel German thoroughness, dbuilding
supplias.were usually avallable nearvy to repair damages, and raw materials
were generally on hand to continue produwction. In meny cases, whole seo-
tlone of plante eifner had been moved to protected places or had been uol
ghel tered from bombing and artillery fir.e' thet production could continue
up to the time they were overrun by our troops. The more vital materials
and equipment had often been dispersed to give greater seourity from bomb-
ing. Thue some industries were extended over & wide ralivs, with special
eshope located in igoleted positions not cherted by Allied Alir Forces. At
the time of Ninth Army's occupation of the Ruhr industrisl ares, induetry
was estimated to be operating at en eversge of fifty percent of cepaclty,
&and thle rate probably could have been ralsed to eighty-five percent in

four to six weeks. (42)

The III Corpe migsion in the reduction of the Ruhr pocket was to

(40, 41, 42) 2-7.
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attack northwest from the vicinity of Frankenburg. To accompliesn thie
miesion the Corpe had, initielly, the 9th and 99th Infantry Divielons
a;nd. the 7th Armored Divislon. (43)

the Corps zone of advence wae wedge-shapsd, with the wide base run-
ning generally north from Marburg to Eder See. The right flank was a
line from Eder See northwest to Brilon and thence west along the Ruhr
River to the Lenne River at Westhofen. The left flank ran southeast
from Westhofen along the Lenne River and a line in proloﬁgation of the
Lemne River to Marburg. (44)

~ On 5 April 1945 the III Corps Jjumped off witn the 99th Infentry Di
vision on the left, the 7th Armored Divieion 1ﬁ the center, and the 9th
Infantry Divielon on the rignt. The initial aasauit was successful and the .
Corpe advanced four miles sgainst moderate to etiff reeistance. (46)

The attack continued through 8 April 1945 with satiefactory geins
ell along the line. On that @ate, the 6th Infantry Divieion was made
avalleble to the III Corps tc mpeed the accomplishment of the Corps
| migsion and tnis veteran unit wae committed on the Corpe rignht. (46)

During the period 8 - 11 April 1945 average dally gains of five
miles were scored by Corps elements agsinst reslstance that was etubborn
in towns and at key terrain features, but very light tc non-exlstant in
the heavily woded areas. Six tnocusand prieonere were taken. (47)

_On 12 and 13 April 1945 real evidence of disintegration in German
units‘éppeared ag the qupé moved forward fiftesn miles, taking spproxi-
mately 9,000 prisonere. (48)

On 14 April 1945 the advance of the III Corps troops continued
rapidly and the Hemer prison camp with lts 23,000'Russian prisoners was

overrun. Rueslsn prisoners found in thais camp had had little or nc food

for the past ten deye and were dying at a rate of 160 per day. Tuberculoels,

(43, 44, 45, 46) A~8, p. 27; (47, 48) A-8, p. 29.
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the severe winter and mslnutrition had taken their toll. With the prompt
arrival of American food, medical supplies and doctere, the death rate
declined repidly. (49)

On 15 = 16 April 1945 complete collépse came to the Germens trapped
in the III Corpe zone due to the concurreant action of all First and Ninth
Army unite fighting in the Ruhr pocket. With priscners teken on these

two days, the III Corps total for the operation grew to 105,768. (50)

On 1 April 1945 the XVIII Airborne Corpe, conelsting of the 97th,
the 78th, and 8th, and 86th Infantry Divisions, became operationally
available to the First Army. The XVIII Corfe was to attack on the south-
east ~ northweet axis; Slegen - Besen, with 1ts left flsnk on the Fhine
River and its right flank on the Lenne River, generally from along the
line of the Sleg River on a sixty-seven mile front. (£1)

From 1 April 1545 to 8 April 1945 the attack continued against
stubborn enemy reslistance, particulerly in the Slegen area of the 8th
Division sector. (52)

In order to geduce the Ruhr pocket quickly, the 13th Armored Divi-
glon wae assigned to the XVIII Corps on 8 April 19465. (53)

On 10 April 1945 the XVIII Corps jumped off on what wae tc be the
finel assault, in its sector, of the Ruhr pocket. The plan for this
finsl adsault called for a double envelopment, the right wing being
executed by the B86th and Bth.Infantry Divisione on a relatively narrow
front with a total of three Regimente abreast. The 78th Infantry Divi-
slon attacked 1n the center, while the 97th Infantry and 13th Armored
Divielons made up the left wing effort. This was to be the payoff attack
with all %stope! pulled. All trcope were committed, the Corpes withheld

no reeerve. (54)

(49, 50) A-8, p. 30; (b1, 62, 63, 54) A=5, p. 2B,
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The plan worked well and all unite pushed rapidly forward so thgt
by 14 April 1945 the end was in sight. Prisoners were teken in sigeable
quantity. (88)

On 14 April 1945 contact was geined with the Ninth Army units on
the north bank of the Ruhr River on the Corps right, while on 17 April
1945 the 13th Armored Division contacted elements of the 17th Airborne
Division in Duigburg on the Corps left. (56)

Thie final pushk from 10 April to 17 April 1946 had ocut the Ruhr
pocket in two parts and may have strongly influenced the mass surrender
of German forces opposing the III Corps on the XVIII Corps right. (&7)

It wae migsion accomplished for the XVIII Corpe at 0830 hours,

18 April 19465 vhen the last organized resistance had been overcome. In

the accomplighment of this mission, the XVIII Corps egptured 160,892

prisonere during an advance of eefenty-two miles. (68)
ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

In mgking a study of the encirclement and cspture of the Ruhr, 1t le
difficult to Justify the apparent German High Command declelon to stay
and fight for this area. This declieion was firmed when the ehamy erron~
souely expecied U. 8. Forces to turn immediately north from the 1£itia1
Rhin; River bridgeheesd at Remag?n sonetime during the middle of March
1945. Thie error in jJudgment, coupled with the natural German distaste
for withdrawal and the realigation that an organigzed retreat would be

mosat difficult, played right into Allied hande. The fine eense of timing
and judgment exercised by the Commanding General of the 12th Army Group,
General Omar N. Bradley, in taking sdventage of the enemy situation and
capabilities in thle operation, will forever merk him as one of our

truly great military leeders.

In carrying out their aseigned niseione during the encirclement and

(55, 66, 57) A-B, p. 26; (58) A5, p. 27,
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capture of the BEuhr, elements of the First and Ninth U. S. Armies agaln
proved the soundness of our Infantry-Tank Teanm doctrine. Tenks and Ine
fantry, working together, provided the two hard-hitting, respldly meving
spearheads that sesled off the Ruhr when they junetioned at Lippstadt.

This operation further re-emphaeiged the doctrine of war which holds
that; to defeat en enemy, infantry must close wlth and deetroy or capture
that enermy. In spite of the terrific aserisl pounding given the Ruhr by
both taetical and etrateglcel air ﬁnits and the excellent support rendered
by artillery during the opseration iteelf, it wae necessary for infantry
to gain the final decision. e writer does not seek to 1mply by ex~
preselon or lmpliocation that infantry can lﬁccesufully carry the loed
alone. Aerisl and artillery support are absolutely egsentlal to success-
ful attack, but in the final an#lysis. while the alr forces msy eaturate
the area with bombs and strefe ground targets and artillery deliver its
| well known avalenche of devastating fire, it 1s stlll necessary for the
infantry to cloee with the eneny, destroy him and hold ground thus galned.

By excellent cooperation and coordinetion, unite engaged in thie
loperation were sble to mofe rapidly and not interfere with each other's
movements. In the finalrphase of the capture of the Ruhr, thie coordinanl
tion and cooperation was evidenced by the exchange of artillery liaison
officers and their clope contrel of artillery "mo fire'!" lines.

To sum up the reaulfs of thie operationt 1In twenty-two deys the
First snd Ninth Armiee encircled and ceptured the key Germen Ruhr area
of aspproximately 6,000 square miles. The two Armles ceptured 325,000
prigonere and decigively defeated twenty-one German Divisions, asnd by
this action they insured a speedy completion of the war in the west.

LBSEONS

Some of the lessons to be learnmed and/or re-emphasized from thig
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operation are:

l. Surprise 1s an eassentiel element of a succeseful attack.
the application of emall unit tactics and, =s was shown in thie opera-
tlon, in the overall planning of large scale operations.

3. W?Ea doctrine of employlng tanks and 1nfa;try togqtnqr_asra
tean is sound. |

o -4. Cooperation and coordination between sll units in an operation
is epsential. S o | . -
o 6. Infantry remaine tﬁe baelc decislon-getting element of an
armed force.,

8. Alr and artillgry suppo:t_gre egsential to augceeaful ground
operations.

7. The right declsion at the right time by the commsnder deter—

mines the degree of succese attained in an operation.
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