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CROSSING OF THE RHINE NORTH
VER (OPERATION PLUNDER), 23 -
~ MARCE 1545
(CENTRAL EUROFE CAMPAION)

_‘ | INTRODUCTION |
This monograph covers the operaticn o.f the 2last Army Group
qc‘:_naiat:l.ng of the Firat Canadian Army, British Second Army, and Ninth
American Army in its orossing of the Rhine River, north of the Industrial
. Ruhpe éection, 23 - 28 March 19L5, during the latter part of the Europehﬁ.
phase of World War II, It is written with the view of covering pre-
: parat.iong prior to the crossings and the actions of the Assault Units.
| Do properly orient the reader it is sufficient to say that the
Allied Armies had made their successful landings in Normandy. on 6 June
19hly, advahcgd through France, Belgium end Luxembourg, and were prepar=
ing to asssult deep into Germany when the German Army struck in the
Battle of the Ardennes. The initial Allied setback and subsaquent victory
in this cperation is so well known that further elaboration in unneccesserys
Exoept for the mopping up phase, the Battle of the Ardennes was
recorded in histery by 16 Jamary 1945, The mext item on the agends was
the defeat of Gemmy by asummer, Thé overall plan for this ultimate
victory can best be stated in three distinct pheses. | .
"F:I.rat: t.he destruction of enemy forces mst of the Rhine and clos-
ing up to that rivers ‘ .
Seeonda the seinm of bridgeheads over the Rhine from which to -
develop operations into Germany, |
Third: the destruction of the remaining enemy east of the Rhine,
and the advance into the heart of the Reich," (1) N
In this monograph we are interested primarily in phue II but an
pﬁderstand:.pg of the events leading up to this phase is necessary to
properly develop the subject matters
By 8 February 1945, the allied forces occupied a general line as

a8 shom‘ on Map 4. (@

(1) A"]-O, Pe 67.



Allied' foro'ight:l.ng in Western Europe unde.enaral Eisenhower
at this t:l.me were 21st Army Group on the le.ﬂ. consisting of Canadian
First Army, British Second Army and American Ninth Army; 12th Army. Group
in the center composed of American First and Third Armies; 6th Army Group
on the right :I.nolud:i.ng Americaﬁ B_eventh Army end French First Army.

| The Allies contimed to push forward complying with Phase I -
listed above encmntering fierce opposition and by 12 March 1945 ocoupied
# line generally on the West Bank of the Rhine with the exception thet
two unexpected crossings had been m__a,de by 12th Army Group. Cme of these
| m al Remagen and the other soutimest of Coblenz. The ability to make
these two crossings were :mdeed a surprise to everyone, including the
Suprm Coumander himaelf. (See Map A)

_ A thorough study of the Rhine crossing had been made for many months
and it was declided by the Supreme Commander, General Eisenhower, that the
crossing would be made with the main effort in the 2lst Army Group Zone,
n&:th of the rich Ruhr éect_:l.on. The surprise bridgehsads previously
established did not alter this prior decision. They had stolen some of -
Plundar's thunder however. A frontal attack against the Ruly prqperwhﬁd
been comidgréd but only long enough to drop it like a "hot potatot and
to decide that such an attack would be suicide and costly both as to men
" and materiel, with very littlé chance for success, (2),

22T ARMY GROUP MISSION AND PLAN

- The 2lst Army Group mission as’ outlined was "to cross the Rhinme
north of the Ruhr and secure & firm bridgehead with the view to develop-
ing operat.:l.o_na ’ :I.solata the Ruhr and to penetrate deeper into Germany." To
accompliah this mission, 21st Army Group consisting of First Canadian
Aruy, Brit:l.uh Becond Arey and Ninth American Army formulated the plan to
ercss. the Rhine_ with the British Second Army on the 19:!'!*-= and Ninth _Amar:_.can
Army on the right. Pirst Cansdian Army situated on the extreme left had

(2) A-10, pe 76



as its mission mag.y one of holding the 1ine slready established until
~ Bmmerich was captﬁred at which time 2d Canadian Corps would revert to -
control of Canadian First Army. The mein orossings for British Second
Arny were to be at Wessl, Xanten and Rees, with the nission of securing
the general line Faltern-Borken-Boholt and Anholt, To assist the British
Second Army in the capture of Wesel, IVI‘;iII Airborne Corps under operational
control of British Sesond Army was to drép in area north of Wesel, assist
the British Second Army and then gecure 4 bridgehead north of the River
ﬁ.ppe. (Sec Map B) This eir dfep was té take place after the ground
troops had jumped off, The use of u.:lrbo:;na troops after euployment of
g'r_qund‘ troops was mdqed an innovation 1n their employment. It ﬁs plan~
ned thusly beéause of ‘the predominance of Allied air auper;l_ority‘md to
permit the massed firing of artillery on this ai-ea prior to the infantyry
river assault. So important was the airuorne phase of this operation
that 2131:- Amy Group Commander had a.greed to delay Operation Plunder for
& perlod of at least five days if nat.herg conditions were unfavorable.
(3) f |
XVI Corps of Ninth Army was to crosp the Ehine in the vicinity of
Rheinberg, j:rotect the right flank of 2lat. Avmy Group, snd secure the
use of Wesel and Dorsten. XIII corps and' XIX Corps were to hold ﬁhe line
and cross later, (See Map B) (L) ‘
Ext.raots of 21lst Army Group Plan to aocomplish 'the above are quoted
as followss - o
"Second Army will: upon eatabliéhing its right Corps along the
genersl line of the raillway bet\zmen Doraten and Borken allow
elements of Ninth U, S. Armr to%pass through and to aﬁam
responalbility for.the area acu'lz;h of the road Wesel-Brunen=
Raesfeld-Herden (all inclusive 1',0 Ninth U. 8¢ Army). NOTE,
XVIII Us S+ Alirborne Corps, withéth British Airborne Division
and 17th U 5. Airborne Division attached, under operational
(3) A=8, o 113 (L) a6, po 226; A, Pe 252,



controtf) Second British Army, widl scolllish an atrborne
assault (Operation Varsity) . « « « 17th U, S. Airborne Dive-
isfon will pass to Finth U 5. Arny command as early ae
practicable ;ror‘enq;léyment in a holding _roie on the Army south
flank, Ninth U. 8, Army wills assanlt across the thi'no River
in th_e' vicinity of Rheinberg and secure that Eortion of the
initial Army Group bridgehead within its zone, Proteot the
right flank of 2lst Army Group, Hold the Wwest bank of the
Rhine River from the bridgehead area south tom__g
(oxclusivo) with the minimm rorce neceasary to afi‘eot absolute
ssourity. Retain one corps of three infantry ancl one armored
divisions in reserve, prepared to pass through the right corps

~ of Seoond British Army and advance to the general line: Hamm
(inclusive)-Munster (inclusive), with ite right flank slong
the Lippe River from the vieinity of Doreten to the east, Assume
command of the 17th Us S. Airborns Division when relessed by

'8econd British Army and employ it in a holding role along the

_ w_right flank, Be prepared to employ remaining available

l'}.‘f!.torpeg 4o o._tm;ent the attack on the line Hg,mgllu_.g_a_t-er;, and to

deepen the penstration into Germany,® (5)

* ENEMY SITUATION

The Germans had made the serious mistake of dsfending woa'b of the
Rhine instead of initially taking refuge of the natural barrier uh:l.oh
nature had provided, They had been beaten severely and now were in no
~ position to make a determined wtand east of the Rhins. Von Runstedt had
beea relieved as Commander—in-Chief in the west and Kesselring replaced
him, Army Group K under Blaskowits comprised the bulk of enemy ?orou
facing 218t Ammy Oroup. “The sector neer Grefeld o' just west of
Emerich was the respomi‘bi._iit;r of First Parackute Army, whils further
west Twenty-Fifth Army was disposed across northwest _Eéfl_.‘l.a.ud..td the seas
(5) 4-6, Pe 226,



| ® |

In the line between Oologne and Essen thers were four infantry divisions
divisions along the river opposite Ninth American Army; betwsen Essen
and Emmerich there were four parachute divieions and three :l.n.fmltryl

divisions. In reserve L7 Panzer Corps was in the area some fifteen
niles northesst of Emerioh, with 116 Panser and 15 Panser Grensdier -
Divisions. Although Wesel and Rees had perimeter defenses and an entitank
ditoh, the enemy defenses in the main were only such as had been prepared
in the short perioed since the end of the Rhineland battle. They had
1ittle depth and were mainly simple earthworks,” (6)

. Approximately one thousand German artillery pleces of all types
pri An the vieinity of XVIII Airborne Corps zone, Enemy air aotivity
had been tmﬁnc_ed considerably. (7) It was estimated that early in March
the aammé,hia a total strength of 1,700 aircraft which could be used
in the west. Of theee, spproximately six hundred fifty uré engaged in
 the strategic defense of thelr homeland and in the bambing of Englande
The estimated capabilities and 1imitat1§ns‘ of -the repeinder of the planes
were disgeminated to all echelons concerned, (8)

 The Rhine 1s indesd & well known river. Many books have been written
and tales told sbout it, Now the Allles were preparing to cross it in the
b:l.ggqqt auphibim Opergtion and militery barrier aince Normandy. Origi-
nating as & result of the melting mnow of the Swiss Alps 1t flows for
spproximately one hundred miles to the west along 'the German-Swiss bordex
to Basel. There it turns north and mplits Frence and Germany for the
same disﬁance, and from thén on to the Gaman—ﬂolland'bordef at Tamerichs
‘In Holland the Rhine divides into two tributaries and runs into the North
Seas Princ:l.pal cities along the Rhine important to this cperation are
Rhelinberg, Xanten, Re.oa_,_ Wesel and Merich. No place along the Rhine |
even in low tide is fordable. It must be ferried or bridged. It varies in
(6) A-1, pe 2525 (T) A~1ky po 15 (8) A~8, po T3
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width from 700 to 1200 feet but in some places is as :1:19 as two thousand
- feet, The current from Rheinberg to Rees at the time of the orossing
was ﬁm three and one~half to five knots per hour. The river bottom ‘
mé found to be ‘rathe,;' firm and of sufficient hardness to prop_or.'i_.y _
support bridge piling. In this area the Rhine is, enclosed within dykes.

| We call them levees. The mo.:l.nr levee was spproximstely sixty feet across
at the bse and ten to sixteen feet high. At the time of the erossing
the river had subsided somewhat, but there was aly;yi_ that fear that the
_ Germans might cut the levees and by artificisl means imundate the ares.
(9) (See Map A)

PMP&TION FOR THE OROSSING

- Aotual mitul plamning for the ‘crossing took pla.oe at a meeting
in Brussels on 18 Ootober 194k at which time General Eisenhower, General
Bradley and Marshal Montgomery were present. This was to be & huge oper-
ation, The width, depth and flow of the Rhine oaused deep ooncern.
Because of this, 1t was decided %o use naval oraft and naval persemel to
- useist in the _méﬂ,ins_w assure suscess. Vast quantities of supplies,
including ra.ti.ong;, amunition, special bridgs and ferry materials were
mede_d,l These supplies had been planned for and requisitioned months

- British éoeondf.tm .openo'd its road head about 8 March 1945. Most
_ of the equipment uuﬁ. had to be transported by highway although some was
moved by rail, By 23 Maroh British Second Army had received £0,000 tons
of ammnition and 30,000 tous of engineer supplies. In addition, various
other types of supplies amounted to 26,000 toms, plus the ususl daily
stocke used. Ths British gathered all avallable amphibious vehicles,
Uatte of the Royal Navy with their craft wers brought over frcm Beletws
and Holland to add their support to the undertaking, Unite which were to
pqrf:l.@__ipgtq_nrg pwlled out of the line and given rehesrsals along the
(9) =11, ps k25 A<12, pe 55 A<1, po 250,
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Mass River in an a. gimilar to their planned Rhit.ross:!.ng site. Not
one detail which could possibly be foreseen was overlooked. (10)

On the Ninth American Army front similar planning and detailed
preparation was being made, During the initial planning stage the Ninth
‘Army Engineers wére expeating a orossing with two corps in the sssault
echelon, énbsequent changes in the operational_ p;_ans caused & revision

of this estimate. Having plamned for the larger operation, no great
difficulty was ensountered in reducing the frontage. Since the Ninth
Arny Commander had no definite information as to which corps would be used
in the orossing, XVI Corps was directed on 19 February 1945 to prepare
detailed plans for the crossing which could be used by them or by any other
corpa which might be assigned t-he miaaion. This was an excellent example
of prior plmning If XVI corpa wag used, its plan would already be made.
1f another ‘corps was employed, an enormous amount of planning would
already have been ascomplished and the ml;r assigned oorps would not have
to start fram seratch. (11) - )

Prior to this, Ninth Army pla.nnera were worried about the effeotive-
ness of the oraft to be used in the swift current of the Rhine. To test
this equipment prior to use, a board wus established to: test certain
_equipment, namely: DUKWs, LVI2s, LVThs (Alligetors), M29s and M250s
('Wease],s), The results indicated that this equipment would perform satis-
faotorﬂy, and that the DUKWs and LVIs performed well without the use of
cablcnys if the current was no stronger then anticipated,. )

~ Naval Detachment 122,5.3, with 24 ICVPe reported to Ninth Army in
November 1544, These were supplemented by 2l ICM3s. Tests were condusted
to qleterﬁiﬁe the poesibility of overland travel and the loading and un=
loading of these amphibious crafte G_ertainrquifioat..ions Wer's necessary
but on the whole, it was found that they could be satisfactorily useds
Every piece of aquipmeﬁt. to be used was tested where there was any doubt
'as to its luecessful pcrformance. (12)

(10) A~l, Ds 219; (11) A-13, Pe 5% (12) A-l3. pe 8o
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To 1llustrate the magnitude of this operation with reference to
spedial equipment needed by XVI Corps alone, the following major items
of equipment peculiar to a river crossing are listed below:

Equipment 1153 Engre Co Gpe  1LiSth Engr. C. Gpe

8torm boats 160 80
S5~HP ocutboard motors 200 100
M2 assault bosts | 260 21
22~HP outboard motors | 140 100
IVTe - & | 35
ICMs - 9 9
10VPs 9 9
Power utility boats 12 12
M2 treadway bridge units | .2 2
¥l treadway bridge units | 2 0
Seamiles 6 6
Glass LO Bailey rafts 12 12
weeerts 150 5,000
25~ton pontoon bridge units 10 0
DD tenks 15 ‘ 0

Vast quaxit-it.ipa of other types of supplies were also needed. (13) To
‘portray the deteiled plaming exercised by Ninth Army and the éng.’g.neera ’
a detalled map of crossing sites for XVI Corps is included herein. |
(50 uap ) L
Ninth Army organized a stream orossing school to be run by the
11134 Engtneer Coubst Group t0 train englnesr t2oops in all types of
' engineer"obmtmetion'ﬁpd operations anticipated during this crossing. . (1)
Equiphlent was gecured .t‘rom any source available. If it éould_not |
be issued and could be made, then this was accomplisheds A gigantic
logistics). problem faced Ninth Army prior to the attack. During the perioa |
(13) A-13, pe 12; (1) A-13, pe 12,
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li - 2l Maroh, '138,5 tons of suppliecs were moved close behind the front
lines. An example of unusual supplies which Army engineers had to furnish
were 2,000 bridge piling and 10,000,000 board feet of lumber. A mimor
point now but one of major importence at the time was the fact that many
saw blades were broken in an attempt to cut the lumber because of the
fact that shell fragments were embedded in thé_timher. "A new use for
the minn_detector came into play to weed ouf._loga with shell {ragments
in them. - Bharp shell _deBx_‘is on roads Was causing numercus pﬁnetures_ to
damage our short rubber supply in tires. Ex;gineers. developed a special
electromagnet mounted on trucks to olear roads of this bhasard. (15)
When in early March, 1945, XVI Oorps wes definitely told that it
- would make the assault orossing, the 30th Division and the 79th Division
were selected as corpa' asgault trOOps_,_ 'Theaej:_ two divisions weré with-
drawn from the lines and with the 11534 and 11i8th Combat Engineer Greups
of XVI Corps =tarted amphibious training of ten days duration under .con-
ditions of both aaylight- and darkmess, (16)

._ Every effort wag made by the Corps comander to etrect ooordinat:l.on
and teamwori with instructions as to the job each man was to perform
being disseminated to each individual soldier. Orientation lectures were
given dom to and including assistant squad leaders to insure that no
doubt existed as to the mission. Each branch of the service was oriented
in a similar manner. Elsborate terrain tables were constructed giving
every detail, (17) | L |

In an effort to keep casualties to a minimum, 2 very elaborate
deceptive plan was formilated. All shoulder patches and uht. idemtifie
.cltions on vehicles were ren_;oved. Temporm code names for CPs and
" route merkers were assigmed, Units moved from ome ares to another under
ocover of darkness and were in asserbly areas prior to dewn e'ich' day.

IIX Corps went through river crossing training on the Erft River and Erft
Canal. whan the 30th and ?9t-h Divisions moved out of the Muese River
(15) A=6, po 2213 (16) A6, po 21b3 (17) A-5, pe 37¢
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training area to their assembly areas, XIX Corps moved one division there
to indicate that no movement of troope had been mede from that area, In-
terrogation of prisoners of war later verified that these measures wﬁre
effective in deceiving the Germans as to time, place and units which
were to make the ocrossing, even though t.hey. knew a Voroaaiﬁgr was to be made,
Tn this way, surprise was achieved even though the enemy knew what we
wez;g going to do. (18) |

As an added meesure of deceptlon, XIII Gorps was designeted to
perform Operation ilxploit." This operatlion was designed with the inten- ‘
t.:l.on'_of. ieading the Germans to believe that an actual crossing would be
msde in the Dusseldorf-Urdingen bend area about 30 March 1945. (See Map B)
Road construction and ferrying 's.’gtea vwere built, Reconnaissance by
'infantry and cavalry units wes carried out to indicate an assault, All
civiliang in the area were moved out, Decoy bridge parks and dummy
instellations of all typee of engineer supplies and river orossing equipe-
ment were established. 1In other words, every phase of a river orossing
supply bulld-up was put into effect but it sotually was a decoy pure and
simple. To illustrate that this effort was not in vaim, the Germans
..aotually strafed this area 6n D day plus 2 and moved' some of their forces
opposite tﬁis alotiv:l'.ty, when their employment in other areas would havé_
been much more advantageous, (19)

As soon ae possible after 1t became definitely kmown that XVITI
Allied Airborne Corps was to perform in Operation Plunder, under the code
‘neme of Operation Varsity, Goneral Brereton, Commanding Gemeral of the
First Allied x\irbo_rna Army, presoribed a rugged training program for ‘tho
_British 6th Airborne Division, American 17th and 13th #irborne Divisionm,
The- 13th Airborne Division was subsequently relieved from the cperatiom
becauss of insufficlent alrlift and for the purpose of reorganizing under
'a new T0 & E, Training prescribed included loading, lashing and f£lights
for all glider un:lﬁs.. Praqtioe and refresher Jjumps and one exercise for
(18) A=9; A-6, pp. 216217, |
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each Regimentsl Combat Team was set forth. The 17th Airborne Division
was located in the Chalons, France srea and the British 6th Airborns
Division was in Engla.nd. 'L‘ complete CFX, Bxercise "Token' wes ordered
and went off as planned on 16 lla.rch 1945+ A1l serials for Operation
Va.rai'by participated in sample flighta over similar distances and conditions
inpofar as practicable as those to be flown on D-Dey. Staffiwork was
coordinated and equipment given mimite check for combat efficiency. Certain
" changes” were made a8 a result of this CPX which pr&ed very sucoessful in |
the actual operation. (20) | _

A:Lr force pnrticipat:l.on in the proparation of Operation Plunder was
'be:frifio, It was well plnnned and in accord with accepted Air Force
.doctz_-:l.noi. The initial phase of aerial preparation commenced on 21 Feb-
ruary 1945 when heavy and medium bémbers introduced the plan to :I.aoiate
northnat Gemny and the Ruhr Section from contact with the rminder
of Germany Theze attaoks vwere made on oomunieat:lon centers, marshal-
: 'ling yards, bridgea, railroads and roads. During this phase 22,000
pound bombs were used by the British for the first time, Within this aves,
fighter~bambers pe;fformed outatandingsmod reconnaissance work. From
1 March to 20 March 19L5, Second Tactical Air Force, RAF, end XIX Tasti
oel Air Commend, Winth U, §. Army flew 3,966 sorties, Second TAF con~
stantly harrassed enemy activity and novement. Tuetioal ur Command
estinated losses to the Germans of 1, 060 motor vehicles, 183 J.oomotivea,
3,522 ra.ilroads oars and 338 raila out or destroyed. (21) _

On 21 = 23 March inclusive, aerial attacks were begun against towns
and cqmmicatim eent'era nearer the actual cperation. Huge quantities
of high e::j:loa:l.ve and :lno’en:}im b@bs iero_ droppod on fohe towms of
Boohoit., Dorsten, GCoesfield, aorkén, Haltern, Raesfield, Anholt, Issel~
burg and several towm in that general area. (éu Hap B) This was per-
fomed by the 24 TAF, RAF Bomber cmmd, Ix Bombardier Division and
(20) A=B, pe Lk=5s (2) A8, p. 13_-
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VIII Alr Force. The reilway systems :I.n this area were damaged to such
an extent that only one main line could operate in that #reg, and this
one not closer than Dorsten. The Alr Fofco was active tﬁrqﬁgl;out Oper-
ation Plunder and assisted materially in the ultimate auéceu. (22)

~ All available Artmery wag massed in this area prior to the
attack. Over thirteen hundred field pieces were ooncentrated in the
British Seeond Army gore and XVI Gorps of Ninth Army had over six hundred
guns supporting ite  (23) | o -
~ With all prepm’o:l.ona ma.de, units of 2lst Army group were poised
and anxiously awaiting the big push.

N IHE RHINE CROSSTNG AND ATTACK
At 1530 hours, 23 March 1945, Field Marshall Montgomery gave orders
to commence Operation "Plundex®. The big show was now to take places

The weather at this time was excellent and combined with such detailed
advanced planning, chances of guocess were me_unting.‘ With the artillery
laying dm heavy volumes of fire, 30 Corps, at approx:.matély 2100 hours

23 March 1945, 1aunohed 11:.5 orogsing when the assault waves of Slst
Division were ferried across the Rhine in Bl;i’:raloas near the vicinity eof
Rees. In addition to personnel, essential vehicles were also taken,

' :_n;_ﬁhg short space of seven mimites, word was sent back that the assault
wave had reached 't.he eat ba.nk. 'The enemny defenaes were weak here lnd
before mo:ming 5lst Division was approaching the outskirts of Reos. (2h)
(8o Nap D) | o - |

~ While 5lst Divisien had eaéy_ going initially they were in for a
shoql; when they hit the town of Rees., Here the Germans resisted stub-
bornly behind strongly fortified positions within. the town, and 1t tock
forty-eight hours of hard fighting before units of 30th Corps could

*olain its captures (25) o

At. 2200 houra, 12th COI'pB rollouing the same procedure as 30th

(22) =2, ppe Sk, 55, 573 (23) A-1, pe 25ky (2L) A~1, pe 2553 4-2, po 250:
(25) 4-3, pe 8L
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Corps, touched the water at crossing site near Wesel and thirty minutes
later were poised on the outskirts of that town, This unit was lst
Commando Brigade. The brigade halted mo;nentarily to permit British Bome
' be'rs to drop one thousa.nd tons of bombs on the enemy in Wesel. The bri-
gade followed closely on the heels of the bombers and by 0300 houra
entered Wesel. Here the British encountered stubborn opposition, but
slowly and aurely they pushed romr'd relentlaaly with success as thelr
prinoiﬁal thought, By ﬁightfall the town of Wesel had been captured,
contact had been made witﬁ 1;{th Oe S. Airborne Division which had drop-
ped near the D:Lerarord Forest., (See Map D) ‘ |

At 0200 hours, 2l March 1945 which is actually kmown as D-Dly, )
15th Division with four Assault Battalions commenced their orossing ih
the vicinity of Xanten \uith the mission of pushing forward in its zone,
capture Bislch and make contaot with the British 6th Airborme Division
_ .wh:i.ch was to drop the next morning near the Issel River in the vicinity
of Hemminkeln, Initial opposition was extremely light and within twenty
mimtes the assault battalions were on the far bank and resupply had come=
menced. The left brigade of 15th Division met with stiff Germen resistance
and .15th_ Division Teserve was committed to beat down this opposition, By
noon of the 2lith the bridgehead was relatively secure and contaot had
been made with elements of 30th Gorps on the narthe (26) (ﬁga Mep D)

-In both 12th a.nd 30th Corps zanes the a_s.uulf. wave cénpis__ted _of. two
brigades each. Each Brigade ‘consisted of two asseult battalions which were
tékén over in Buffaloes. Storm boate ferried the reserve battalions. Class
9 ferries ie_re used to traﬁsport heavier squipment, and class 50/60 Rafte
were also employeds A8 soon as the situation permitted, class FEE
bridgee, ‘cless 12 and class LO Bailey bﬂ.dgea were put in operation.

~ The plan for crossing vehioleé over the Rhine was well organiged,

Vehiplés_'ua:_-e placed in a marshalling area. From there they went to a
(2&3. A-1, p. 2563 1-3; pe 62
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vehicle waiting area. As space became available, Bank Control Group
called the vehicles from the waiting area and them they were ferried
across. After bridges were put in, the same procedure was followed,
Some oriticism might be enumerated as followss
| v"_(l)‘ Better control could have been exercised from
ferry site to vehicle waiting aress. _
(2) Drivers of vehicles should be instructed in advance
the proper speed in crossing temporary bridges.
(3) More stress should be placed on proper handling of
rafts because needed equipment was delayed several hours &s |
a result of damage being done to bridges by runaway and
improperly driven eraft." (27)
In the Rinth Army sector XVI Corps, under comand of Major General
John B. Anderson was designated the aseault corps for the Army by meking
the mein effort, crossing the Rhine in the vicinity of Rheinberg, and to
secure a bridge head for Ninth Army in that area. Ninth Army consisted
of XVI, XII and XTX Corpe with XVI Corps being the only unit destined
to cross the Rhine on D-Day. (28) |
The Corps comandsr had dacided to use 30th Division and 79th Div-

- isfon in the initial crossing. The actual crcesing was preceded with a
ome hour artillery preparstion during which time approximately one |
‘thous#.nd rounds per minute were fired. This sofiened the German positions
éonsiderably. In an inferrogation of captured Germen artillery officers
the .. next dai, it was found that the artillery preparations had been so 7.
effectivg that when captured they had not as yet seen thgir own in.tant.ry
retreating and this was wl;gt they had been waiting for when the American
troops oaptured tham. (29) | _ _

B At 0200 hours, 2L March 19115, 30th Division crossed the Rhine R:l.ver
‘with three regiments abreast with the first two waves in storm boats and
the next two in double assault boats. This crossing was in the vicinity

of Oauenberg. . . . , .
(27) A=2, pp. 250=252; (28) A—S, Pe 36; (29) A—l, Pe 256; A-6, Pe 231e
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At 0300, theQne morning, 79th Divieion croesed in a sgimilar
manner a‘t sites near binslakon.' In each zone LCMs, LCVPe and DUKWs
were employed to transport supporting weapons, supplies and vehiales
to the east bank, (30) (See Map D) | |
By dﬁak on 24 Mareh, XVI Corps had orossed all of the 30th Dive
lelon and the 79th Division and other unite were in the process of cros-
sing. The engineera had constructed a bridge aoross the Rhine at Wallanh
upder enemy fire in nine and one-~half hours, The'-'?éth Infantry Division
with 15th Cavalry Group ettached had supported the orossing by fire and
were now employed to prota‘c‘t the br:ldgé crosgings and aitéa. The
assault units had succeeded in capturing 1896 prisoners of war, killing |
250 and wounding 430 Germans. They had forced a bridgehesd 4,000 to 6,000
yards in depth. Lesses to American troops totaled 38 killed, 426 wounded
and 3 missing which 1s conpidered extremely light considering the type
‘of .oparation involved, (31) .
An integral part of m:ération Flunder wap the plan to use the XVIII
U, S. Airbq:_:'ﬁe Corps in an air drop called Operation Varsity in the
vieinity north of Wesel. The order of battle for the corps consisted
of the _B;&p_ish é6th Airborne Division located in England and the 1’71'.1:1
mmerloén :é:l.rborne Divislon based in France. The corps was under operat-
~ ional control of Britlsh Second Army initlally and was given the specific
mission enumerated belows | |
*Te disrupt the hostile defense of 'Ehe Rhine in the Wesel
Sector by seizure of key terrein by airborne attack in order
rapidly to déepen the bridge-head to be melged in an assault
crogaing of the_ Rhine by‘ British ground forces, and in order
+to facilitate the further offensive operations of ér:l.tish
Second Army.® (32) | |
The 6th Airborne Division became airborne over England on the morn-
ing of 24 March 1945 made a rendeszvous with the 17th Airborne Division over

' (30) A"ir Pe 256; (31) A-l, p. 258, -n‘f5: PP Ah=ib (32) A-7, pe 17.
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Belgium and prooeedgtq the drop and landing zomes. Operation "Varsity"
was on its way. (33). At 0952 hours troopers léf'b their planés and in
two hours and forty f.wo m_’:l.nu'bes both Airborne Divisions had landed in=-
cluding glider units, The jumps were in the main successful except that
the. 513th RCT of 17th Airborne Diviaion. lended approximately 2,000 yards
north of its drop zone and as a reéult encount ered heavy initial fighte

ing. They actually dropped where some British troops were supposed to

- land a short while later, By approximately 1500 hours, 17th Airborne

Division had linked up with lst Commendo Brigade near Wesel secured
Diersfordt and thé high ground to the east., The British éth Airborne
Divieion had little diffioﬁ.lty in securing Hemminkeln and .the crossings
over the Issel River. By this time both divisgions of XVIII U, S. Airborne
Corps had made contact on eéch flank, (34) (See Map D)

During the night 24 March, XVIII Airborne Corps was successful in

repelling two counterattacks, One came from the Ringenberg area and one

. from the Bergen e.rea.. Each was an attack iz foroe but was promptly met

by our troops north of Wesel, (35)
By midnight 2 Merch, 1945 it is sefe to say that the bridgehead hsd
been relatively seoured. (See Map' D).

25 March found the Allies still pushing forward. 30th Corpe exw
panded its bridgéhead in the Rees area, captured Rees snd was now advanc=
ing at'eadilir. 12th Corps compie'bed the capture of CB_j:.S_l__Oh and reenforced
their initial link with the airdrop. This was a rather quiet day far the
XVIII Airbornme Corps in that they were engaged ,n;ostly in mepping up, and
sacuring the ground already gained, 'lst Commando Brigade céme under |
operational control of XVIII Airborne Corps and Was attached to 17th Air
porne Division, One major.activity did take place in this zone. The
17th'AifbornelDiviaion crossed the Issel Canal at 1500 hours end were
able to advance 3,000 yards during the night. On XVI Gorps front, pro-
gress was continued and the town of Dinslaken was captured., 30th and
(33) &8, p. 165 (34) A-8, p. 21; (35) 2-8, p. 22, p. 23.
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79th Divisions made Gontact with each other and 30th?1mién Joined
up with lst Qommando Brigade below Wesel. (36) (See Map E)

On 26 March XVI Corps oaptﬁred_ Bruckhausen. The 6th Guards Armored
Brigade was q.ttaohéd to XVIII Airberne Corps and with this attackhment the
corpe continued a steady advance in the direction of Heltern and Lembeck.
Slst Division and 15th Division tied in together and 3d Division a unit
of 30th Corps t.ogetl_aerljgrith 3d Canadian Division captured the towns of
Millingen and Busth. '43d Division then turned north to attack Anholt:
and Isselburg, while 3d Canadian Division turned west to lay seige to
Emmerich, (37) (See ¥ap E)

ed Holtan a.nd :reached the qutmund-Ema GanaJ.. In the _viciniﬁy_of Tltald:‘.'u.l:
they ran into heavy resistance and had to put up @ stiff fight. The
35th Infantrj' Division which in the meantime had orossed the Rhine came
into the center of XVI Corps mone of advance and_ at 0600 hours attacked |
north of Wi + The 30th Division met with strong opposition in Gahlen
on its omn left flank. The 17th U, Se Airborne biviaiop and the 6th -
British Atrborne Division advanced 7,000 and 10,000 yards respectively
north of Gahlen. Heavy counterattacks pounding into the ﬁritj.sh 53d
Division were sucoessfully repulsed outside of Ringemburg. (38) 12th
Corps advanced to Raesfield and Bocholt, 30th Corps was attacking north
along___the Rees-Isgelburg road and most of the opposition againat them
became a thing of the past. 3d Canadian Division eatablished itself on
the left of 30th Corps zeme preparatory to capturing Emmerich. (See Map E)
' By 28 March 1945, XVI Gofps ‘troops had captured Ghdabach and Gablen.
17th Alrborne Division mounted on tenks of 6th Guards Armored Brigade
| ﬁaptuxféd Dorsten and Haltern. 6t British Airborne Diviaim_i was éuc_oea-
ful 4n oapturing Brle and finally Lembeck. Rheds had fallem to 12th
Corps troops and Bocholt was being shelled, Aﬂ'.er bitter engagements 30th
Corps was sucoeuful 1n establishing a line Ealdorn-Isaelburg—Anholt.

(36) 4=, p. 258; A~8, App. 7, Pe 11 (37) A=1, p. 2593 (38) A~3, ApP. 7,
Ps 3o
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3d Canadisn Division moved in on Emmerich. (39)

. Thus by midnight 28 March tha bridgehead crossing of the Rhine
north of the Ruhr was made seours and Allled troops ocoupied a line
generally Emerieh-Booholt-Borken—Haltern. (8ee Map B) 1In five days
the 22!.st. _Army Group had aeouz;ed a bridgehaé.d a_ppro:d.mt.ely eighteen miles
deep and thirty-five miles long. _Thia paved the way for the future en=
oirclement 0f the Ruhr and final drives into Germany,

mz.!sxs AND CRITICISK ISH

. In mak:l.ng an analysis of this operation, the first- thing t-hat.
oomes to mind is the vagt amount of planning which went into the pre-
pa.ration for the assault crossing. FPlanning had been in progrese sven
prior to the meeting of General Elsenhower on 18 October 194k with
General Bradley and Marshal Montgomery, Such thorough planning with
attention given to every déta:l.l practically assured success from the
| ‘beginning, |

The use of Naval personnel and oraft to assist normal amphibious
'equipmant- wag a sound deo:l.sion considering the strong ourrent of the Eh:l.ne.

The plan to uge XVIII U, S. Airborne Gorps to drop north of Wesel
after t'roqp_a had jumped off the night before was a master blow to the
w, eoﬁfused_ them considerably, and paved the way for a much easier
contimustion of the atteck and ultimate victorye . |

Thorough rehearsal of the part each unit was to play, scund neasures
of deception put into effeot and elaborate tests of every type of equip-
ment put the_finiahing touches on the detalled plamning, This was indeed
vital in preventing rumerous casualties on the Allied's u:f.de while conw-
versely, it contributed immensely to the German losses,
| Combined efforte of ail supporting arms, closely coordinated with
the infantry in every detail made for much smoother perfomance.

- The s.gresaive spirit. of the Airborne troops mounted on tanks pushed

. A-l [ ] 2 . :
(39) s De 259 20



the bridgehead deeanto enemy territory in a short gr:lod of time and
permitted the British end Americen troeps te be ready to proceed further
et full strength and momentum. The operation observed from the standpoint
of larger units was carried out so smoothly that very little criticiem
oan be made of it, It is noteworthy however, that better comtrol could
_have baen exerc:l.aed in procuring vehicles from the vehiole Wait:lng area
to the bridge and ferry site., Some drivers were slow in e.pproaeh:ln; and
crossing the bridge end thus impeded the build-up., Much needed bridge |
equipment wes demaged and time lost by runewsy and improperly driven
eraft. |
LESOONS
1, Seeurity is of vital importame in any operation even though

A RUD 0z 5 e 1L AL

the enemy knows you ere in position ready to epring fm-ward.

2. Surprise can 'be achieved by eound deceptive measures 1in epite

e s

of the fact that the enemy is aware ef what you are go:lng to do. He

st1ll dees not know when and where you are going to do it,

' .}9’3‘” 3. Proper application of supporting arms namely air, artillery ami

R

neers, is of vital ‘:Izmportanee :ln any river oressing and very congerv-

%’j E’H ing in mampewsT,
be Airborne troope ep_:ployed after grou.nd troops have Jumped off
W) proved to be effective in routing the Germens and aided materially :I.n

expansion of the _bridgehead,

e

5 Naval parsonnel can be used effectively with grouni troops in
preparing for a river crossing.

6. &irborne troops riding on tanks of British armored units make
an effective tank-airborne teanm.,

7. Complete rehgarsals.end.minute detelled instruot:lons to a1l

U——

participating unite in a mjer r:lver croesing are of extreme importanoe.

et e i R T

8. T:I.me must be ellowed for lower units to meke their preparatioen
for enyn esing\és was properly demonstrated in thie eperet:lon;

9. Armies of different Allied Nations can work in clese harmony to

achieve deslred results,
21



10, Once a river has been bridged, rapid expargon is necessary to

bt sk A e 1

ingure adequate aafety of croasing sites for the forthconing build-up
at the site, |
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