"
AT <
" ,:- o :

.

General Subjects Section
CACADEBHIC DEPARTMENT
THE INTANTRY SCHCOL
RPort Benning, Georgia

i

ADVANCED INWANTRY QFWTICERS COURSE
1948 ~ 1949

THE OPLRATIONS OF COMPANY "L, 267TH INPANTRY
(1ST INPANTRY DIVISION) AT '
STE, ANNE, PRANCEH, &-9 JUNE 1944
( NORMANDY CAMPAIGYH)
(Personal Experience of a Compsny Communder)

Type of operation described: INFPANTRY COMPANY
DEFENDING IN HEZDEEROW COUNTRY

Captain Linwood W. Billings, Infantry
AOVANCED INFANTRY OPFICERS CLASS 2O I



s 'y

TABLE OF CONTRERTS

PACE
INABX s evsvsnessssaseansssasvastssasstssasnsovssoseassas 1
BADLLOSTOPIT e vt vennsncennconnnssorasnsunnsssosisnsnnss 2
TABEOAUCTLON v e eesmeeanneernnesennessansesssnsesnneess B
'1st Infentry DIvision Plall seeieeesontiossrsnnnsoassasees &
bivision SituatiOn,.6 June 1944 . eeeveeveserserssaseeras O

Situation of the 54 Battalion 26th Infentry, 6-7 June

-1944 D &'
Mafoh_to Ste. Anne R P R R R PR R 7
Plan for Defense 0f Ste. ANNE sivreeerssonnsssresssnnses 10
Defense of Ste. ANNE teveuvesoreessnessssoncssvnassnnsns 14
Analysis and CZLTLCAEM & eneonesasonesnssenessensnenases 25
LOSSOINS sesenactntstesssonstnnsssnsansossscacstsasssstanss &F

Invasion Aresn for Plan Neptune

Map A
Map B =~ D-Day-Objectives ist Infantry Division

March to Ste. Anne, B-9 June 1944

Wap C

t

Map D ~ Defense of Ste. Anne



A=2

. .Lq"" 3

A=

A~8B -

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Utah Beach To Cherbourg (6 June - 27 June 1944)
Historiecal Division, Department of the Army (TIS Library)

T™rat United States Army
Report of Operations (20 QOct 1948 - 1 Aug 1944) (7IS Library)

Omeha Beachhead (6 June - 1% June 1944)
Historical Division, Wer Department (1IS Library)

The Wirst
Informaetlion and Zducation Division
Speclal and Information Services, £T0USA (7I5 Library)

Selected Intelligence Reports Vol. I (June 1944 - Nov 1944)
Office of the A C of 5, G-2 )

Mrst United States Infantry Division

Germany, 6 December 1944 {TIS Library)

The Tirgt :
Mrst United States Infantry Division 1945 (Personsl
possession of author)

Danger Torward
By H. R. Enickerbocker and Others
Society of the Pirst Division, Washington, D.C. (TIS Library)

Journal For the 3RD Battalion 26TH Infantry
(1 November 1942 - 2 June 1945) (Personasl possession of
author) :



THE OPERADIONS OF COMPLNY "L, 260H INFANTRY
(187 IXPANYRY DIVISION) AT
STH, ALNE, TRANCE, 8«9 JUKE 1944
( HORMANDY CALIPAIGNY
(Pergonsl Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTTON

T"his monograph provides én account of the actions of
Company L, 26th Infantry, lst Infantry Division, covering
the seizure and defense of its assigned'objective in the
Omahs Beachheed area, at Ste. /Anne, Yrance, during the
period 8~9 June 1944,

Nepture, the Allied plan, for the invasion of FranFe,
becama operational during the early morning hours of 6 June
1944, when American and British paratroopsrs made seversal
landings inland from the Normandy Goast. (1) After two
years of planning'and preparstion the illies wers now
ready to seize fifty miles of Prench Cosstline, from the
Vier Estrusry to the Orne River, as a beachhead. (2)

The plan c¢slled for the Aimerican VII Corps to land,
the 4th Infaniry Division,‘on the southern portion of the
east coast of the Cotentin Peninsula (Uteh Beach) and
" link up with the 824 and 10lst Alrborne Divisions., (3)
The American V Corps wag to simultaneously land two combat
teamns sbresst on the northern coast of Calvados (Omahs
Beach). One combat team from the 29ih Division was to
land 1n the west zone, while the other from the lst Dive
ision lunded in the east zone, (4) Ilements of the
British Second Army were 10 seize beaches along the Normondy

‘Comst between Port-en-3essin and the Orne River. (5) (See

Map i)

(1) 4-1, p. 15; (?

A-3, p. 1; (3) 4-2, p. 26
(4) a-7. p. 171; :

)
5) A-d, p- 3.
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A1l ground forces in the Normandy Operation were under
the 218t Army Group, commanded by Ceneral Sir Bernerd Mont-
gomery. (6) Lieutenant General Omar WN. Bradley commanded
the Piret US Army, comprised of the V and VII Corps during
“the sgssult phase, (7) The entire landing area did not
afford a‘port; thérefore, all initial elements and supplies
to sustain them, ﬁere brought over the besches. (8) H-hour
foi the water-borne elements at Utah Beach wss at 0625 hours;
at Omaha Beach it was 0645 hours. The Alrborne elements
mede thelr initisl lsndings four or five hours earlier. (9)

- Troops scheduled to land at Omaha Beach on D~Day were
dlvided into two foreces. Torce "0", an assault force of
about 34,142 men and 3,306 vehioles, conteined the 16th and
18th Regimental Combat Teams of the 1lst Infantry Division,
and the 116th snd 115th Regimental Combat Teams of the 29th
Division, plus ranger, tank, engineer, and artlllery units,
Torge "B", the follow-up force of about 25,117 men and
4;429 vehiecles, contained the remalnder of the 2£9th Division,
the 26th Regimental Combat Team from the 18t Infantry Div-
iglon, and other Supporting units, Force "B" was to arrive
off the essault beaches, after noon on D-Day. (10)

15T INFANTRY DIVISION PLAN.

D-bay plans of the lst Infantry Division involved the
use of all three of 1ts Regimental Combat Teams. (See Map
B) |

The 16th Infantry, after reducing the beach défenses
in thelr zone of attsck, was to place its battalions 1in

aggembly areas sbout 1,000 yards inland and move on to

A=3, p. By (8) 4~1, p. 3;

A"Z,‘Pc 5; (7)
(10) 4-7, p. 175,

(6)
(9) A-2, p. 41;
_ _
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capture 1ts assigned D-Day objectives., The 24 Battalion
Landing Team was to seize Colleville and occupy the high
ground gouth of the village, to provide protection for later
landings of other units. The 34 Battalion Landing Team was
to turn to the east, reduce the defenses as far as Ste-
Honorine des Pertes, and protect the eamst flank of the 1lst
Infantry Dlvision along the Pirst Army boundry. On the west.
flank of the 1lst Infantry Division, the lst Battallon Lend-
ing Team was 10 capture Formigny and occupy the high ground
southeast of the town. (11)

‘The 18th Inféntry, part of Force "0", was to assemble
goutheast of Colleville behind the 16th Infantry, move across
the Aﬁre River, and oceupy the high ground east of Mandeville.
The mission of patroling to the D-Day Phase Line for the div-
1gion was also essigned this unit. (12) |

_ The 26th Regimental Combat Team, the only major element
of the 18t Infantry Division in Poree "B", was to land on
ordera of V'Gorps. Upon landing it would revert to lst Inf-
entry Division control. An assembly area in the vicilnity of
Collevills was picked for this unit, (13)  Tts mission wes to
selze ths high ground south and seutheast of Tour-en-Bessin
and orgenize it for defense. (14) The 3d Battalion'srportion
of the regimental objective was located 1n the vicinity of Ste,
Anne, one mlle southeast of Tour-en-Bessin., 1In addition,‘th?
5& Battalion had the misslion of contsoting the British 50th
Infantry Division, the west element of the British 2d Army,
on the Bayeux Road.

| Becauze of determlned enemy resistance in the lat Div-

(11) A-3, p. 33; (12) A-3, p. 33; (13) Personal knowledge;
(14) .A"'B, pn :5:5. :
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ision zone of the beuchhead, the executlon of many portions
of this plan were delayed. Such was the case in that part of
the plsn which applied to the 261h Regimental Combat Team. (15)

DIVISION SITUATION, 6 JUNL 1944

Units of the. 16th Infantry suffered about 30% casualtles
in theilr assault lendings; consequently, they fell far short
of taking many of their'D-Day objectives. (16) The 18th Inf-
antry Regimental Combat Team, which landed at 1300 hours, was

given the mission of laking many bbjectives, originally ssslgn-~

ed to the 16th Infantry. (17) At 1800 hours, when the 26th

Infantry landed, the.lst Division plan was still far behind
schedule. It was neceésary to use the three battalions of
the 26th Infantry Regiment to plug dangefous gaps existing in
the beachhsad st this time. (18)

Many factors were involved in preventing the asssult
elements of the 1lst Divislon from taking its objsctives on
gchedule, but the one factor which Allied Intelligence had
not counted on was having the major pbrtion of the German 3524
Infantry Division just behind the besches. 7This enemy unit,
which was on anti-invasion manéuvers at the time, »nrovided
greanter depth to what otherwise would have been shallow teach

defenses, normally manned by one and one-~half battalions. (19)
5

WP SITUANION OF THH 3D BAYTALION 26TH INTANYRY, 6-7 JUNE 1944
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Shortly after 1800 hours, 6 June 1944, the 24 Battalion
minus Company L, landed from LCIs on Omaha Basy-Red Bsach,
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel John T. Corley. The
original plan called for the entire battalidn to. land at Omaha
Tox~Green Beach. Because of sandbars on ®ox-Green, the land-

(15) Personsl knowledge; (16) A~6, p. 17; {17) A-4, p. 5;
(18) A-7, p. 189; (19) A-B, p. 8.
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ing was shifted to Eaesy-Red. The battallon rapldly crossed
the beagh and started toward 1ts prescribed assembly ares at
Colleville., A short distance from the beach the column ran
Into the 26th Infantry Commend Post in an enemy gun emplace-
ment, Colonel Corley was directed to hold his battalion in
place pending a change of orders. ﬁater, the 3d Battalion re-
geived instructions to move 10 o defensive position on the St~
Lanrent-<Formigny Road, where it was attached to the 18th
Infantry. ({20)

LCI #416, loaded with Company L, struck a mine beforé it
gould Jjoln the rest of the battalion, Company L was forced
to wéde ashore under heavy shell fire on Pox-Green iBeach suff-
ering a total of slx casualties, and went into action with
units‘of the 16£h Infantry. It was not until 1040 hours, 7
June 1944, that Company L rejoined the 3d Battalion outh of
St-Leurent. Here for the next 24 hours the company took part
in 34 B;ttalion offensive actions almed at tsking Tormigny.
(21)

MARCH TO STE, ANNE

dlth the stabllizing of the front 1n the 1lst Division
‘zone at the end of D plus 1, the 26th Infantry Regiment wes
ordered to take its planned D-Day objectives, This action |
commenced with the 24 Battalion selzing the high ground at the
ecrosgroads between Mosles and Tour-en-iegsin at 0530 hours, 8
June, (22) By evening of this day the 1st Battalion had
 pushed elements through ¥treham and had succeeded in passing'
one company across the Aure River., The 34 Battslion was re-
lieved from attachment to the 18th Infantry durlng the morning
of 8 June, but actual movement of this unit toward the regi-
(20) A~B, p. 44; (21) Personsl knowledge; (22} A~3, p. 119.
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mental objective was held up until a battalion of the 116th
Infantry could arrive to tske its place at Formigny. At 1340
hours the 33 Battalion started toward Ste. Anne, its plannead
D-Day objective. Thils move involved marching from the extreme
west flank of the 1st Infantry Division to the extreme east
Flank. (35es Map C) (23) '

By 1800 hours the battalion reached the rear of the 24
Battalion's position at the crossroads beyond Mosles., Approxi-
mately six miles were covered during the hike, Organic trang-
portation which jolned the battslion at 0800 hours that morn-
ing, wos ﬁery ugseful in cerrying crew-served weapons, ammuni-
tion, and heavy communicsation eguipment. No enemy resistsznce
was met during the trip as the battalion moved laterally be-
hind the lines held by the 18th Infantry. Companlies were
marched into assembly areas to the left of the msein rosd.

Here the men consuﬁmed another "K" ration and rested for the
next. two hours. The battglion had been marchlng and fighting
for forty-eight hours. However, it was to be another forty-
eight hours before they would zet any resl rest, Company C
of the-745th Tank Bsttalion was attached to the 34 Battalion
in the agsembly srea. "he tark company had only six tanks
that could still function at this time. (24)

At 2040 hours the battalion moved towsrd Le Calvaire,

2 small village 300 yards south of Tour—en—Bessin,.with Ste.
Anne as its objective. (25) Barlier that morning the 24
Battelion of the 26th Infantry had reyuested sand obtalned a
fighter mission on the town of Tour-en-Bessin. _4n armored
patrol went into the town at about 1140 hours and reported

that the enemy had withdrawn. (£6) Thé 34 Battslion Commander,

(23) A-8, p. 45H; (24) Personal knowledge; (25) Personal
knowledge; (26) A-3, p. 180,
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havirg this information and realizing the ¥luid situation that
existed on this front, felt thet the enemy might have re-
'dcqupied the town in the mesntime. (27) Phe bhattalion order
'of'march designated-i Gompany.as the advance gﬁard, followed
by the battslion command post group, L Compseny, K Company,
Headguarters Company minus the battalion anti-tenk platoon,
M Company, battslion anti~tank platoon, with an attached anti-
tank platoon from regiment bringing up the rear. The foot
elements of the battslion moved in a column of twos on each
slde pf the rosd while the six tanks pf Company C, 745th Tank‘
Battalion, rolled down the center, dlspersed throughout the
entire column, (28) |

On epproaching Le Cslvuire, the lsading eiements of the
battslion came under small-arms fire from the town. I
Compaans point deployed =z2nd started to slowly work its way
:forward. The remainder of the battelion took covef in the
dltches beside the road., Although twllight, in June, in ¥or~
maﬁdy, lasts until 2300 hours the battalion commander sensed
that deylight was fast slipping away. Unless he ocould get
hig unit through lLe Gaivaire in 2 short time, Ste. Anrne coﬁld
not be reached before darkness. The battalion commander
ordered all of the tanks to the hesd of the column snd dlrected
‘them to start firing on the town using both cannon and machine
'gﬁns, Orders were passed back slong the column to move forwsard.
The tanks slowly worked thelr way on into the town, firing'con«‘
'tinuously, with foot elements1mofing onvboth sides of them,
This afforded the tanks some protection from Cerman snti-tank -
,weapons,.such as_thé'"Panzer-Faust", whichIWas used by senemy
(27) Personal knowledge; (28) A-8, p. 45.

_ : g
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tank_hunting teams., .Suffiéient'covsring fire.was provided by
 the'ténks_to permit the entire battalion to pass through the
'tdwn by 2400 hours, (29} I Company suffered the only cas- |
:ualties, three men killed =nd two wounded, (30) No effort
"*wgs m&de to clean theﬁenemy'out of es=ch individual bullding.
| Tha-toﬁn contained only a very small garrison of which the

majority withdrew to the east. After brushing several small

eneny patrols aside the battslion arrived at Ste. Anne at
00156 hours 9 June, {31)
PLANY FOR DEFENSE OF STE, ANNE

Ste., Anne was s small farming community, consisting of
| ten to twelve buildings, including barns and sheds. ALl | }
buildings were of masonry construction, stone and rubble~
mortar, a type predominant throughout thls section of France.
Most of the buildings were located on the_no:th gide of the
Iéigﬁy-4Bay9ux Highway, & paved, two lane road which ran dir-
ectly thrﬁugh the village. BSevernl secondary roads jolned the
.main highway in the ﬁicinity of the built up area. The major-
ity.of thevPOPulation had_fled the town before the entry of
" the 3@ Battalion; however, it prbbably never had more than
twenty-five inhabitants. |

The sector of ground which the 5d Battslion had been air-
ected to defend ranged between fifty and sixty meters in
height, which wasréomewhat higher than the immédiate:surrounding
terrain, -The whole arews was made up of gently rolling
grouﬁd,_gradually sloping‘in an easternly direction toward the
_DrOme ﬁivef in the'British zone, Ordhards snd pasture land
;comprised the majority of the ground ocoupied by the 33 Batta-
'  (29) Péfsbnal knowiedge; (30) A-S, p. 45; (31) Personsl knowledge.
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k.lidn, although there were also smsll areas of woods and culti-
#ated fieldé inéluded. 'Hedgerows with banks three to six feet
high divided the fields and lined the roads throughout'the en-
tire ares. | |
Shoftly after midnight a light rain had begun to fall

ahd_visibility wa.s greatly reduced, .ThiS'caused conglderable
difficulty in getting units quickly established in their posi-
tions, |

| The'Bd Battalion entered Ste, Anne with considersble
confidence in 1ts gbility to defend the town,  WLth two cam-
' paigﬁs under 1ts belt, Africa and Sicily, key_peraoﬁnel were
.battle'Wise. ‘Back in England each unit-carefully worked out
the difficulties involved on sand tables and ﬁerrain boards,
'Ajspoﬁge rubber terrain board, showlng the sarea in detail,

had been provided by higher headquarters. All officers and
key ndnoommissioned offioerg, inecluding squad leaders, were
'briefgd on this board.. Each platoon worked sand table problems
on the oomplete situétion; for security reasons the names of
the towns involved were not used. Battalion uﬁit training
prepaied them for this_mission for over five months. Before
the Eéth infantry movedrinto the marshalling ares in Englend,
.8 regimental maneuver wes held using its Normandy mission as
a basis.for the'problem. All men in the battalion knew what
was'exps¢ted-of them, when they reached Ste. Anne, The men
ﬁere.very'tired.bﬁt moréle'was high. _
' ;7Leﬁ_us:oonsider'the enemy sifuation in thg viginity of
3te. Aﬁnq, & factor ét the time which was not at all olear,
'»pafticularly at company level., The 3d Battallon lost contact
_'With the enemy shortly"befOre the‘toWn.was entered., It was

11



“empty but several enemy foad hlocks on northern =snd eastern
approaches to Stle. Anne showed signs of having hastlly been
abandoned a snort time before. Close to the eastern anproach
an enemy anti-tank guh was found in & prepared position.

" Information provided by regiment indicated that thé
enemy held a corridor beginning south of Port-en-Bessiﬁ and
~extending southeast along the Drome River Valley between the

American Pirst Army and the British Second Army, lgt Division
~unit locations were known but British unlt locatlong were
general and indefinite. No accurate estivate of the German
strength hoiding the corridor wes availsble to the battalion
“at this time. (92) Il has since been revesled that this

ares on 7 and B June was o¢cupled by elements of two German
battalions, the 18t Battalion, 726th Infantry, and the 517th
Battalion, 30th Mobile Brigade. |

The British had been driving west but were having diffi-
culty in reaching the Drome River due to stiff eneuy reglst-
ance, (33) Vaucelles, a Small town, a mile east of 3te. Anne
was reported. as having fallen to the British, Unﬁts of the
1st Divislon hed steadlly been compressing this‘corridor to
the east since fhe evening.of 7 June.

Information now available indlcaies that with the advance
of the Z6th Infantry Vto 3Ste. Anhe, the enemy was in danger of
having his escape route cut, (See Mep C) The enemy corridor
at the c¢lose of B8 June was fast bedoming s pocket with only s
little over a mile gap between the Britlsh snd the 34 Battal-
~ion..-

The battalion's plan wsas to occupy positions in accord-
(32) Personal knowledge; (33) A-3, p. 121, |
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ance with‘a gchene worked out in Ingland. Company L occuping
Lhe,gpound northeast of the village with ils right flark on
the Bayeux Rosad. Company I to také positions in the vicinity
of Cussy and defend to the east, Company X wag to move in
between L and I Companies, 500 yards to their rear facing to
the south.  One platoonrn of M Company's machine guns was to
support L Company and the other I Company. The 8l mm mor tar
platoon was to se1ect positions in the center of the triangle
formed by the rifle compuanies. The battalion command post

wss planned to be located in the town. The 3d Battalion inti-

- tank Platoon was to cover sapprosches into the town from the

west end east, while the attached regimental‘platoon was to
move to Cussy to meet any tank threats developing from the
goutheast., This disposition of units would cover all of the
major routes of asproach into Ste. Anne. A strong point

syatem of defense for the town existed; however, a gap of

over 400 yards between L and I Companles caused the commander

considerable concern, I Company planned 1o'cover this with
gmall outposts. Al the time the defense plan was drawn uap it
wad not known that tanks would be available to the battalion.
Thus they were not included in the initisl plsn. (See lap D)
All plané for the defense of this area had heen hased on

the fact that the %4 Battalion would reach Ste. Anne late on

tﬁe evening of D-Day. It was anticipated thsat by morning of

0 plus 1 the enemy would counterattack from the east or south.
Therefore, the majority of the battalion's strengﬁh was to be
deployed to cover the eastern snd southern approsches to the
town, Althouga, it was the close of D plus 2 before the
battalion moved into 3te. Anne no major enemy countersttack

15
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had developed in the lst Division zone, Information passed
down to the 3d Battalion indicated that 1t was highly probable
 1that a coﬁnterattagk would occur on the morn;ng of 9 June, It
-was snticipated that this attack would éome from the east or
soﬁth. However, the battalion commander was also concerned
ébout 8 pogsible attsck from the north or northeast from the
eﬁemy's corridor. (34)

DEFENSE OF STE. ANNE

L Company followed I Company through Ste..Anne. Orders
were lssued by the battalion commaﬁder at the sastern edge of
town, to move into poslitlon according to previous plans,
Platoon leaders were gulckly celled forward and directed to
move their units to the preplanned areas. L Company's plan
gave the 1lst Platoon the eastern portion of the company éector,
the 24 Platoon the northeastern and the 3d Platoon the north-
western, (See Map D} The 60 mm mortar section was to provide
gupport from deflsde in the center of the compeny area; the
light maphinéngun sectlon was attached to'the 24 Platooh. The
_ supporting heavy machine-gun plaetoon from M Company was to
place a section of its guns in the 19t Platpon area and the.
remainder With the 3d Platoon. All units hﬁd been instructed
to dig in snd provide loeal gecurity. Patrols from the 24 =snd
34 Platoons were to reconnolter the secondary'roads running
into their respective area. There was no enemy interference
during the movements of units to their positions.

Shqrtly after 0040 hours the company commander started
meking his reconnaissanqe. This wes a difficult task in the
"extfeme darkness, gecondary roads were.hardly distinguishable -
and a clear ricture was never obtalned of the area until day-
(34) Personal.knowledge.
| | 14



light. At the 1st Platoon he found the organization of the
defense golng well and the men were alrendy digging in. While
he was at this location, a patrol from Cpmpany X dhecked out
through this position on the way to contact the British, |
Company K had the added mission of providing the long-range
patrols for the defense plan of Ste. Anne. 1In the 24 Platoon
aresa 1t was found advisable to move two squads forward approxi-
mately sevent&-five yards in order to teke advantage of a
hedgerow in that sector. 1In the 34 Platoon sestor it was dis~
covered that their pstrol had not as yet moved out to check
the roads coming into their area. The patrol was immediately
dispatahed. One sqgusd was also-shifted to provide better
protection of the company's rear. BShortly after Ol15 hours
the company commsnder, while at the 34 Platoon, received =
megsage to report to the battalion command post.

The battalion commander had assembled all his company
commanders Qnd staff to bring them up-to-date on the situun-
tion.- Additionsl information had been received from regiment
concerning the enemy corridor. The lgt Béttalion, 26th inf-
antry was held up in the vicinity of dtreham, leaving a gap
of over two miles between the lst and 3d Battalions. It was
now evident that an attack might develop from the northeast
on L Company's position., Therefore, the battalion commander
directed the tank comﬁany commander to support L Company
with four tanks. The remmining tanks were sent to I Company.
“About 0146 hours the meeting broke up and the tank company
commander, with one of his platoon leaders, accompanied L
Company's Commander back to his position.

While the tanks were not attached to L Company, 1its
company commander felt that they would fully cooperate in his

1b
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.defense plans. However this wes not quite the case as the
tenkers had their own ideas on the missions of tenks in a de-
fense at night, The tank unit had very little experience in
combat at this time; its first fight had been at the beach
two days before. Unfortunately, the tankers and personnel. of
fhe 24 Batltalion were completelstrangers to each other since
this was their first sction together. In fairness to the
tank commander it should also be stated that the experiencé
of L Company's Commander in the use of tanks wasg extremely
limited; his unit rode on tanks a few times while in England,
After a hasty reconnsissance of ths area, there was dlsagree-
ment between the rifle company commander and the tank company
gommander as t9 pogitions for the tanks, L Oomﬁany's Command-~
er wanted the tanks to move to positions where they could
gupport his riflemen holding the northeastern sector of the
cempany zone., This necessitated the use of a sunken road and
movement through narrow gaps in hedgerows. The tenk company
commander maintained that these positions were not feasible,
particularly at night, and recommended that they move into
pogitions behind L -Company in the town. Minally the matter
was referred to the battalion commsnder and tha tank unit was
ordered to move into position inside the L Company areé.

At 0230 hours the tanks had moved up on the main road to
the rear of L Company's pdsition. The tank platoon léader
was stlll not saetisfied with the positions and returned to the
battalion command post 1o confer with his company commander.,
.Autbmatic weagpons fire could now be heard north of L Company.
4 check was made with the 24 and'Sd Platcon end both indicated
gll was quiet in their sectors; the firing waé well out be-

-yond them. :
16



At spproximately 0245 hours firing agaln was heard from
the same arsa. This timé enemy tracers could be observed in
the distance northeast of I Company., Within a few minutes all
was guiet agein. The 24 Platoon reported that 1t wes not en-

- gaged ﬂut sometning was golng on out to its front. L Compaﬁy's
' Gommander bécame guite concerned that the tanks were not in
position, He went at once to the battaslion command post and
made- & report of the enemy activity on his left flank., It was
spparent to him that an enemy build-up was tsking plade to the
noffneast of his company. However the battalion commander did
nof realize the existing situation and pe took the report as
undue concern on the part of the company commander, The tank
question was brought up agein and L Compény's Commander was
ordered to move them in positioh at once.

As L Company's Commander approached the rear of his posi-
tion firing broke out again in a grester volume., The 24 and
34 Platoons became heavily engaged in a matter of minutes.
Shortly after 0300 hours mortar and tank fire began falling on
the whoie L Compaﬁy‘area. - The friendly tanks began to open
fire with thelr machlne guns from poéitions behlnd L Companﬁ
but it had little effect due to their poor locations. Sounds
of enemy motors could be heard to the east and northeast,
enemy tanks were moving toward L Company's position.

The rifle oompeny commander contacted two of the friendly
ténks and placed them in charge of‘his weaﬁons platooﬂ leéder
and directed that they move up to protéct the ieft flank of the
company. The other two tanks he moved down on the Bayeux Road,
snd they begen firing high explosive and machine-gun fire at
the enemy.attacking from the eagt, As the tanks under the |
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commsnd of thé wesapons platoon ieadef turned into the sunken
road_an enemy tank began Tiring from the far end of the rosi.
Eefore the tank could back up and get behind a bank beyond
the roéd junction it was hit and began to burn., The remaln-
ing tark withirew toward the battalion command post,

By this time L Company was being att%cked on three sides,
from the east along tlhe Bayeux Road, from the northeast in
the 24 Platoon area, and a strong enemy force supported by at
least one tank was driving up the sunken road through the 34
Platoon. 1In a matter of fifteen minutes small groups of enemy
had reaohed_the main road. (See Map D) “The entire company
wss now involved in a viclous fire fight. Hand grenades were
used liberslly by the Germans. The many hedgerows in ths
ares provided excellent cover for the enemy in working up to
the platoon positions. |

™e company commander was at the roed junction when the
shelling began and the tank knocked out. At that time he was
aécompanied only b7 s, runner snd they both sought shelter in
a dltch along the main road. Wls wespons platooﬂ leader and
the crew from the knocked opt tank jolned him there shortly.
The compary command post lay sabout £00 yards un the surken
road which was alreédy wartially in the hénds df the enemy.
‘"There wasn't much hope of reaghing 1t at thst time. A sharp
fire Tight at close range broke oﬁt hetween the company coti-
mahder's group snd the enemy at the road junction. Bnemy
grensades ﬁeré thrown in tho 1ltceh, wounding two men., Uhe
company commander‘s group moved east along the main road to
joln the 1lst Platéon.. The two tanks on the Bayeux Rosd had
.pulled back abreast of the lst Flatoon and continued their
withdrawal to the réar;
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On reaching the let Platoon's right flank the company
commsnder's group found the platoon leader in the ditch along
.the.road. ‘He had come over to check his flank on hearing the
friendly tanks moving to the rear. 'He‘réported that fhe 24
Platoon.hﬁd foldéd ﬁp and the enemy held that'position. Alsd,
he ieported an enemy motor eolumh was on a smail road just to
his front. During this discussion, the enemy increased the
tempo of their advance from the east toward Ste. Anne. Com-
plete confusion now existed, 1t was impossible to distinguish
friend from foe as both‘fﬁrces were throughly ihtermingied.
=?irihg wasg heard back in the vicinlty of the battalion command
post., fThe situation gave the appearénce of & total defent,
| A bgaten and frightened compaﬁy commander crossed the
‘road with foﬁr men snd moved through an orchard, in the gen-
.eral direction of the'battalion command pos&t, keeping off the
main road. Whén fhe group arrive& nesr the town, they moved
_dut to the road, - The company commander dashed across the
~road and iﬁto-a building he thougnt ﬁo_be the battalion command
- pdst; it was'empty. Now all of his susplcions asnd fears were
confifmed; the battelion command group had been taken., It was
'Still thought poséible that X Company might be . holding out,
50 the group began moving toward that direction, crawling in
& ditch along the maln road. A4 German jolned this group fhink-
”ing it was pért of his own;unitg he was later recognlzed when
né called_out in German andﬂdiSarmed. X Company was passed
by 4in the darkness, but s short time later the group came upon
two‘anti—fank'guns_gqafding the western approaches to the
town of Ste, Anne,
’-Heré,_L.Company's_Commander found the Battalion S~1 with
a 8mall group, including a radio jeep. The 8~1 hsad been try-
_ing'td contact the battalion cohmander by radlo for some time,
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but without success, Vain attempts were made to.contact regi-
ment, Finally the 24 Battalion was reached by radlo snd a re-
port was made, that Company L had been over-run and the remain-
der of the battalion was out of radio contact. The 24 Battalion |
repofted that attempts were belng made to obtaln artillery |
fire to suppoft the 34 Battelion.

. Bagk in the town, 700 yards sway, the intensity of the
firing 1lncresmsed. 'At‘approximately (400 hours, cannon fire
could be.heard fron the towh and large fires began to burn on
the road. The group with the H-1 beiiéved the enemy was mov-
ing into town and mopping up. The fires were thought to be
friendly tenks burning., The enti-tenk guns were turned to-
ward town everyone sxpectlng the worst was yet to come, Short~
' lj after this, the battalion commander's runner, a cool Tenn-

- egsee mountain boy, who had done well in combst in Africsa and
31cilly, jolned the group. He reported that the battalion co-
mmander had been killed and the forward commend post over-run,
Here the group remained until dawn, Just before daylight ex~
geedingly heavy concentratlions of artillerf fell all around
the town.l The group with the S5-1 gpent the next hour ducking
artillery shells. (35)

It was a surprised and Joyous group that saw the 34 Batt-
alion Commender approaching them from the town at approximately
0600 hours 9 Jﬁne.- L Company's Commender had become confused
in the darkness and had passed the battalion commend post. Al~
though a fierce.fight took place it had held out. The attack
had ended and the Germané were dompleteiy beaten, Much of the
credit for_thié success belonged to the battelion commander.
With the beginning of the attack on L Company he immediately
(55)‘Persona1 knowledge.
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took steps to get.supporfing artillery fires for the threat-
ened ares. Before this could he aooompiished,.small groups

of the enemy had reached.the battslion command post and inter-
rupted operation, When the tanks withdrew from the L Compsny
area, the battalion'commander rushed out on the road and
gtopped them from moving to the feaf. Under his direotion
they stopped a large enemy motor column coming from the east,
(36) It was burning enemy vehlcles that the group with the
Battalion S-1 thought were friendly tanks. X Compaﬁy had

taken the enemy under fire, and with the help of six battaliohs

of artillery and naval gunfire the attack was halted. (37)

_.It was sapparent that the enemy aftack was not planned;
.it was ah attempt to escape from the fast closing corridor
"bétween thé Americans'and the.British...The enemy was greatly
surprised to -find an American unit eecross its route of with-
drawsl. DNelther the’énemy or the 34 Battalion-gnew sach
others strength or dispositions et the time of the action.
'~Cplinterrogation of enemy prisoners it was revealed that the
Germen strength consisted of six hundred men of the 518th
Battalion, 20th Mobile Brigade, and much of their motor equlp-
ment, The.German unit had recently.arrived in the corridor
but finding the situation hopeless had begun a withdrawal from
:Suily;'noriheaSt of Ste, Anne, and blundered 1into the Ameri-~
oan'lines;. |

On returning to Ste, Anne, 1t was evident that a violent

gonflict had taken place., Men df Compeny X had'nearly a hun-
dred pris0nérs lined up on the ﬁain.road and were busily en-
“gaged in searchihg them; Bight Germans lay dead outside the

battelion commend post. Three blown up enemy trucks, still

(36) Personal knowledge; Statement by Lieutenant Colonel John
T, Corley, then 34 Battalion Commander, 156 November 1948;
(37} .

A-T, p. 195, ‘
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burning covered the rosad just beyond the battalidn_GOmmand
_post.' A cblumn ofrabandoned enemy vehlcles extended along the
3&yeux‘Road and ihfo'a secondary road in front of L Company.
'Ehemy motorqycles'and‘bicycleé filled_the ditches beside the
roads.. Thé battalion.aid'Station was treating both American
and- German casualties; enemy dead were scattered over the
whole battle srea. |
By 0630 hours the battslion begén réorganizing. L

Company's Commander returned ‘to his company ares, picking up
small groups of his men as he went, Some of the men had join-.
ed X Gbmpany and others had fought In smell groups by them-
3se1ves; - Small patrols were senﬁ ont to roundup any Germans
:still hiding in the area. Some of the.men were éSSigned to
:_security_duty while others helped in collecting the dead and
wouhded.- On.inspection.of the 1st Platoon sector 1t waé found
the'majority had remained in position, taking sdvantage of
their well dug foﬁuholes in an apple orchard. This platoon
had stood thelr ground well except the right flank close to
. the Bayeux Rdad.. Although some of the men in the 24 and 34
-Platodns had réméined in their positions, most of them had.
:thhdrawn; _Both of thege platoons had defended from hedgerows.
' As'sodp_as their local security was forqed in,,s large number
'of'hand_grenades were thrown on'theif positions. The company's
gcasualties were not as large as expected. 3By 0800 hours the
_ dompany was nearly reorganizéd. Jome men had been captured
but most of them escaped during the artillery fire which was
placed on the area. (38}

| The fotal casualties for the entire béttaiion-during this
action émouhted fo.38 wounded in-action, including 2 officers;
(58)_Peréonal knowledge. -
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11 men killed in action; and 7 men missing in action., Two of -
the attached tanka had been knocked out and many of the auto-
matic weapéns in the I, Company area had been damsaged,
- For this price the battslion haed extracted from thé enemy.
-c@nsidérable in return. Meny Germans lay déad in the L Company
seagtor, some of them had been killed by artillery fire. (39)'
A total of 125 prisoners had been taken. The majority hed |
lbeen captured by X Compeny. OFf these 94 men and 1 officer were
in a walking cdnditioﬁ while the.remainder were evacuated as
gagualties. Although considerabls of the enemy, including
”tanks; éucoessfully withdrew, much of his transportation ﬁas
~destroyed or captured. (40) |

Later the battalion learned that it was the first unit to
reach 1ts initidl objeotive 1n the whole allied besachhsesd.

At 1200 hours 9 June, L Company moved out with the rest
of the 34 Battalion heading south toward its final beachhead
objeotive. (41) | |

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In comparing my own memoriles of events, at Ste. Anne; on
8 and 9 June 1944, with published accounfs of the action, I am
quite amazed to find that the movement of the Bd Battalion to
tﬁe town Was part of a rlan to completely gut the enemy corri-
. dbf existing between the British and Americans. I had been
‘under the impreéSiqn gince fhe-very beginning of the planning
fof.this opération_that the Bd'Baftalion migsion had been to
:defend_to the east end southeast in conjuction with other
battalions of the 1st Division, operating to the north. If
 the publishéd ﬁccdunts of this actidn are corfécf, it is appar-
ent:that considerable rigks were taken inm placing the 34 Battal-
'-Vion'in.a position which was one to three miles away from all
(39) A-8, p. 45; (40) 4=3, p. 181; (41) -8, p. 45.
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other friendly units.
*  The 3d Battalion found itself in a position where an all
'afound defense was necessary. In an‘attempt to block the num-
ereue ioeds tnat entered Ste.'Anne, Company I and L coversed a
frontege.of some.1506 yards. This was far too great sn ares
fOfItWO-GOmpanies'tO hold in a countrj where haedgerows and
sunken roede existed. |

Unfortunately, arrlval on the objectlve took place at
night A clear ploture of the terraln was never achleved un-
t11 the morning efter the actlon, This led to many mistakes
in the location of -small units, In many cages, where men had
.taken up pOeitions behind hedgerows, 1% was found in daylight
that twenty yurdsibeyond other hadgerows existed, which provi-
ded excellent covered routes of attack for use by the enemy.
One hour of daylight could hete'been uged to great advantege'
: in geleoting corresct positions.

_ The entlre battalion was far from being firmly establish-
ed wnen'the attack came. NMany battalion staff”personnel'had
 been injured.in-the landing on the beach and the majority of
thelr many'dutiee became additional burdens of the battalion
eommender;_.Oommunioation from battalion to regiment and the
artilleny depended entirely'on radlo which preved to be 1in-
'effective.ﬁ No mines were available for the numerous roads in

_tne'aree._ Registrations of the supporting fires were not com-
_pleted before the eneny attaek. Mutual gupport by small-arms
:fire was not feasible due to theimany barnks of intervening
i nedgerowe between the companles.

Consequently, the fighting was almost two separate battles

,with Compenies L and X engaging the enemy in turn eeparately.
Althougn L Compeny was.Outnumbered over three to one, it neld
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up the enemy's'adfance fOr_nearly an hour and forced the enemy
té deploy on & wide front., This is the only credit that L
Company can take for the asctlion. General confusion and lack
of control reigned_in L Company's area throughout the entire
fight, Mortunately, X Company afforded the battalion some
depth to 1ts defensive positions, Thus even after the enemy
had gotten through L Company he found thet he had by no means
plerced the entire American defenses 1n this area,

The enemy fighting was charscterized by recklessrness and
& gtrong deslre to bresk through what he bellieved to be a small
force attempfing to control the road net iIn the vicinity of
3te. Anne, As 800n a8 the enemy's advanced elements engaged
L Company'™s 24 and 34 Platoons his reaction was Ilmmedlate and
violent. Considerable of his strength was utilized in attempt-
ing to force an opening for his column in L Gompahy's ares.
Apparently on piercing L Company's poslition he beliseved a route
had been cleared as he sent hls motor column on into Ste. Anne.
When the column wsas taken under fire by our tanks and X Company
entered the fight, he became utterly confused. Qur long de-
layed srtillery fire completely demorsalized him.

I made many mistakes as L Company's Commander. At the
time the battalion commander assigned tanks to my company areé,
I did not insist on a clear cut decislon as to under whose
command they were placed; conseguently, I waé to 1ater;find
the tank unit commander unwilliﬁg to accept my authority. He -
believed that hls unlt was to support L Company snd was not
attached to 1it, iluch valuable time wss lost in haggling .over
this sltuastion which could have been better spent in super-

vision of my company.
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Hlimitations. Unfortunately this was not the case of the tanks
ané Company L. Too often tank units =nd infantry are thrown
together 1in combat with nelther of the units having any train-
ing-with'the'other. Success, a8 in this instsnce is achileved

in spite of meny errors made 1in empldyment and not because

_both units function as = skillfully coached team.

Trom & battaiionrstanapoint the defense of Ste. 4inne was

‘a great succéss. Many casualities had been Iinflicted on the
.enemy, far more than our own. But 1ooking'at 1t from the eyes
of L Company's Commander it was @ sad affair with the only
comforting fact being that a much smaller force had been able

to delay 1lhe enemy for & short time. Although the entire 34
Battalion, figuratievly speaking, "was caught with its panté
~qown", there is no intention of defracting from the courageous
and ékillful efforts of the battalion commander in the turning
of the tide.

LESSQFS
1, 1In any mission where two or more Alfferent units are

_operatiﬁg on the ssme terrain it ié_iﬂPé?3t1V3 that one command-

et =

8T he_charged withrﬁhe_;qsponsibility for control of all units,

-—

The tank versus infantry controversy would never have tzken

‘place at Ste. Anne 1f this matter had been cleared up in the
early stages,
2. When defending in hedgerow country considerable more

'security @Egp“pgwp;ag?d well outside the main line of resist-
énce in order ﬁqwgssure‘timelj_warning_of an atﬁack.

o 5. dven though = unit is foreced by circumStaﬁceé to
oédﬁpy g defensive position in darkness, a vigofous and‘com—
plete reconnsissance must be initiasted by all leaders.

4. The plunning of supporting and defensive fires should

5}

o




tzke a4 very high priority wien no covering force is avallable
to &« unit moving into s delensive position.
5. B&ttle coordination between.tanks and infantry aan

_0h1y bhe = hleveﬂ bJ & Lr@lning vrogram for all men and offlicers

LAV

oi bota comnonents before entry into combat. The training
should consist Qf something more ther having small groupe of
infantry’fide on & tunk in a simulated :-3.1;’maclc'sitda‘uion.'';De-~
Tensive siltuations should be covered a5 well,

6. All unit 1eaders must lake positiohs on the fleld of
bﬁttle where they can exert control of thelr unit, o maitér
gow 6re&t the temptation becomes to get 1nvolved in the fight
themselves thelr principal mlgsion is 10 command their entire
unit.

7. In & defensive situation st night where the enemy
hag plerced the friepdly positiéns, 211 men mugt be trained
to remain in their fox~holes and fire at any movement that
can be‘heard.

B. Anﬁihtank mines can be used to good =zdvantage in
sﬁogpingﬂénemy vehiqular movement on rOads.in hedgerdw country.,
The'high banks of the hedgerows completely canaliie the move~
ment of vehicles, |

‘9. Utiliéing hedgerqws in & defensive_position provides
good covef @ﬁdrqonpeglment} However, posltilong should never
be oceupied in such & manner thst the main line of resistwnce
ié cléarly outlined to the enemy.

| 10. All commsnd posts must have sufficient security ele-
.ments to enablé it to continuously operate wiﬁhout interrupt-
‘1lon during the battle.

11. Several means of communicwtion ghould Dbe provided.

when a unit is in s defensive situstion.
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1l2. Due to the short fields of flre found in nedgerow
'dountry, Smaller frontages must be seslgned all units in s de-
feﬁéivé situﬁtion. |

13, ¥hen contsct isrlost:with an snemy, patrols must
immediately be sent out to restore it at once.

14, Battle is a confusging experience. VInformation re-
éeived congerning an.aotion must. be carefully anslyzed and

welghed before a commander asllows it to influence his actions.
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